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City expects to take major financial hit

By TRAVIS DUNN
Staff Reporter
tdunn@cortlandstandard.net

This year, the city of Cortland was
projected to bring in about $5 million
in sales tax revenue, which would have
accounted for about a quarter of the
city’s budget.

There is no way the city is going to
get all of that money because of the
unprecedented statewide stay-at-home
order and shutdown of businesses,
combined with a substantial drop in
gasoline prices and consumption, said
Mack Cook, the city’s director of ad-
ministration and finance, who forecasts
a dark financial future.

A New York Association of Coun-
ties analysis projects a 20% reduction
in sales tax revenue, but Cook said the
estimate does not take into account the
recent drop in gas prices and consump-

tion. Fuel sales account for about 25% of
the county’s sales tax revenue, he said.

Gas prices in upstate New York, as of
Monday were down 13.6% from where
they were a year ago, the New York
State Energy Research and Develop-
ment Authority reports.

Oil prices fell 46% since March 3, to
$25.32 a barrel from $47.18.

If gas prices stay where they are,
Cook said the city will look at another
5% to 10% reduction on top of what
the New York Association of Counties
predicts, in other words, a reduction of
about 25 to 30% in sales tax revenue.

But it’s not just fuel sales that have
fallen off — cars sales as well as repairs
“have pretty well dried up.”

Bars and restaurants, while open for
delivery and take-out, are closed to pa-
trons. That’s another big hit.

Far fewer people are passing through

the county, whether on Interstate 81 or
on vacation.

It gets worse: Nearby ski moun-
tains closed a month early, and now
the spring sports and festivals are also
threatened with cancellation or post-
ponement, which will mean less money
spent in greater Cortland.

So no matter how you look at it, the
city is going to take a major revenue hit.
What’s not yet certain is how big a hit,
because that depends “on how long this
lasts,” Cook said. “That’s going to be
the real key.”

This lost money is unlikely to be re-
placed, he said.

Once the crisis is over, people aren’t
going to rush out and buy all the cheese-
burgers or gallons of gasoline they
would have consumed a month ago.
Those are commodities that will never
have been purchased, and sales tax that

will never be collected, he said.

“What’s lost is lost and stays lost,” he
said.

Cook admits this is not cheerful
news, which makes it very easy for him
to comply with social distancing rules.

“No one wants to be around me right
now,” he said.

The impact of the lost revenue is still
being estimated, he said. But one thing
is certain: The city’s 2020 budget is go-
ing to change.

“| think that budget is obsolete now,”
Cook said, adding the mayor and city
department heads are “looking at every
dollar that goes out right now and every
dollar that is planned to go out for the
rest of the year.”

Mayor Brian Tobin said he and the
city’s department heads are trying to
come to grips with the financial impli-
cations, but they still don’t have defi-

nite figures.

“You can’t just throw a dart and
guess,” Tobin said. “You have to look
at real numbers. You can’t just make a
decision. You have to synthesize infor-
mation from a number of sources. ...
But we know it’s going to be tough.”

Neither Tobin nor Cook anticipate ei-
ther the federal or state government to
ride to the rescue.

They both noted that the recently
passed federal aid package did not pro-
vide targeted aid to small cities like
Cortland, despite Tobin’s appeals to
Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand and Chuck
Schumer.

There is a silver lining in this dark
financial cloud: Funding for city infra-
structure should not be affected. Those
funds are “all secured money,” Cook
said. “I do not expect the state to renege
on any past grants or commitments.”

A cautious future for hemp

Changes in markets making current, potential growers wary

By COLIN SPENCER
Staff Reporter
cspencer@cortlandstandard.net

In 2016, there was one permitted
hemp grower in New York state. By
Monday, that number had grown to 635,
up more than 100 from just a few weeks
ago.

“Early on, there was a total gold rush
mentality about this crop,” said Janice
Degni, a field crop specialist with Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Cortland
County and the extension’s top hemp
specialist.

Hemp sales have seen exponen-
tial growth since 2015, according to
Hemp Industries Association. In 2015,
hemp sales totaled around $500,000,
increasing to $47.6 million in the first
11 months of 2018. By 2019, it grew
to $600 million nationwide, reports the
state Department of Agriculture and
Markets.

However, the market has been hin-
dered by overproduction of hemp,
which comes from the cannabis plant
and produces cannabidiol, which is used
to create products like CBD oil.

Now, potential hemp farmers are
turning away from starting hemp fields,
or from expanding the fields they have.

The price for CBD oil dropped more
than 40% between 2018 and 2019, she
said, to about $3.50 per percentage point
of CBD to less than $2 per point.

The crash “caused a severe sense of
reality” for farmers looking to get into

See HEMP, page 6

Trever Sherman of Freeville checks his remaining hemp harvest. A glut of producers and a less-than-stellar
harvest last year lowered prices on the cash crop, but Sherman said he is still considering planting 200 acres

of it, up from 40 in 2019.

Colin Spencer/staff reporter

Trump admin weighs broader use of face masks

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump
administration is formalizing new guid-
ance to recommend that many Ameri-
cans wear face coverings in an effort to
slow the spread of the new coronavirus,
as the president is aggressively defend-
ing his response to the public health
crisis.

The recommendations, still being
finalized Thursday, were expected to
apply to those who live in areas hard-
hit by community transmission of the
virus that causes COVID-19. A person
familiar with the White House corona-
virus task force’s discussion said offi-
cials would suggest that non-medical
masks, T-shirts or bandannas be used to
cover the nose and mouth when outside
the home — for instance, at the gro-
cery store or pharmacy. Medical-grade
masks, particularly  short-in-supply
N95 masks, would be reserved for those
dealing directly with the sick.

The person spoke on condition of an-
onymity to discuss the proposed guid-
ance before its public release.

President Donald Trump, who was
tested again for coronavirus Thursday
using a new rapid test, indicated he

would support such a recommendation.
“If people wanted to wear them, they
can,” he said.

“It’s not a bad idea, at least for a pe-
riod of time,” Trump had said
earlier in the week.

The White House said
Trump’s latest test returned a |4
negative result in 15 minutes,
and said Trump was “healthy
and without symptoms.”

Dr. Deborah Birx, the task
force’s coordinator, told re-
porters the White House was
concerned that the mask guid-
ance would lead to a “false
sense of security” for Americans. She
said new data show that the administra-
tion’s social-distancing guidelines were
not being followed to the extent neces-
sary to keep virus-related deaths to a
minimum.

The discussions on face masks came
as the White House moved aggressively
to defend its handling of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, particularly its efforts to
speed the distribution of ventilators and
protective equipment needed by medi-
cal professionals.

Trump

Trump sent a politically tinged let-
ter to Senate Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer of New York objecting to his
criticism of the administration’s re-
sponse. “The Federal Govern-
| ment is merely a back-up for
state governments,” Trump
N wrote. “Unfortunately, your
| state needed far more of a
back-up than most others.”

Trump said states should
have done more to stockpile
medical supplies before the
pandemic.

Vice President Mike Pence
also announced Thursday that
the White House was considering direct
payments to hospitals to cover COVID-
19 treatment costs for uninsured Ameri-
cans.

The emerging guidance on masks ap-
peared to be more limited than a Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
draft of the guidance, which suggested
the recommendation apply to nearly
all Americans, all over the country, ac-
cording to a federal official who has
seen the draft but was not authorized to
discuss it.

Officials were expected to limit its
geographic scope to just those areas
where the virus was spreading rapidly,
the official said. The formal announce-
ment was expected as soon as Friday.

Under the previous guidance, only
the sick or those at high risk of compli-
cations from the respiratory illness were
advised to wear masks. The new pro-
posal was driven by research showing
that some infections are being spread
by people who seem to be healthy.

On Wednesday, Eric Garcetti, the
mayor of Los Angeles, urged his city’s
4 million residents to wear masks when
they’re in public. On Thursday, New
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio fol-
lowed suit in his city, the epicenter of
the virus’ spread in the U.S.

In response to recent studies, the
CDC on Wednesday changed how it
was defining the risk of infection for
Americans. It essentially says anyone
may be a considered a carrier, whether
they have symptoms or not.

The virus spreads mostly through
droplets from coughs or sneezes, though

See MASKS, page 6

New York
demands
more aid
from feds
for budget

ALBANY (AP) — New York law-
makers on Thursday delayed imme-
diate decisions on how to find $10
billion in potential spending cuts in
an elastic state budget aimed at keep-
ing state government running amid a
crisis brought on by a virus outbreak
that has hammered New York City
and upended the
economy.

Seated in their
offices or far
apart from one
another in the
largely  vacant
chambers, law-
makers took final
votes on budget
bills. The exact
size of the bud-
get for the next year was unclear, but
lawmakers are attempting to slash as
much as $10 billion from the $178
billion originally proposed by Gov.
Andrew Cuomao.

The extent of spending cuts will
depend on whether New York re-
ceives enough federal funding or
if the economy recovers enough to
make up for a potential $10 to $15
billion loss in state revenue.

“We can all agree that the budget
we are passing is not the budget that
any of us hoped to pass at the be-
ginning of the session,” Democratic
Senate Leader Andrea Stewart-Cous-
ins said. “It’s not even the budget we
expected to pass a month ago. Our
state’s financial situation has been
thrust into true economic crisis.”

Lawmakers have agreed that the
ongoing epidemic necessitates ex-
panding the governor’s role over
state spending and response efforts.
The governor’s budget office would
have to notify lawmakers about 1%
revenue shortfalls or overspending,
and the administration could cut
spending if lawmakers don’t come
up with their own plan in ten days.

The budget deal is also set to in-
clude at least $8 billion in short-term
borrowing to help the state handle a
tax deadline delayed to July 15. The
state can also access a $3 billion line
of credit.

Cuomo, a Democrat, and Stewart-
Cousins called for urgent, additional
federal funding to help New York re-
spond to the outbreak.

New York state government is set
to receive at least $5 billion in fed-
eral aid for the cost of responding to
the virus, on top of over $1 billion in

See AID, page 6

Cuomo
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Records

NY C residents should cover faces
when out In public, de Blasio says

L ocal

Rest of today: Cloudy with a
chance of rain showers. Highs in
the lower 40s. Northwest winds
10 to 15 mph with gusts up to
25 mph. Chance of precipitation
40 percent.

Tonight: Mostly cloudy. A
chance of showers. Patchy fog
after midnight. Lows in the 30s.
Northwest winds 5 to 10 mph.
Chance of rain 30 percent.

Saturday: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 50s. Light
winds, becoming northwest
around 5 mph.

Saturday night: Partly cloudy.
Lows in the upper 30s.

Extended

Sunday: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid-50s. Southwest winds
5 to 10 mph.

Sunday night: Partly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 30s.

Monday: Partly sunny. Highs
in the mid-50s.

Monday night: Partly cloudy.
Lows in the mid-30s.

Tuesday: Partly sunny. Highs
in the mid-50s.

Tuesday night: Partly cloudy.
Lows in the upper 30s.

Wednesday: Mostly cloudy.
A 30 percent chance of showers.
Highs in the mid-50s.

Wednesday night: Mostly
cloudy. A chance of showers.

Tem Deratu res Lows in the upper 30s.

April 2-3 .
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10am. 37 7pm. 45 Friday, April 3, 2020
11lam. 37 9pm. 43 Sunset today 7:33 p.m.
Noon 41 Mid 39  Sunrisetomorrow  6:42 am.
1p.m. 41 3am. 37 Normal high temperature 49
2 p.m. 43 5am. 36 Normal low temperature 30
3p.m. 45 Tam. 34 Averagetemperature 40
4 p.m. 45 8am. 34 Full moon April 7
City Snowfall Precipitation
April 2-3 Trace April 2-3 0.01 inches
Season to date 71.5inches Month to date 0.01 inches

Forecast for Saturday, April 4, 2020

By MARINA VILLENEUVE
and MICHAEL HILL
Associated Press

ALBANY — As coronavirus cases soar,
New York City Mayor Bill De Blasio is ask-
ing New Yorkers to wear a face covering
when they go outside to prevent the spread
of the virus.

Also, Gov. Andrew Cuomo warned that
the state’s supply of breathing machines
could be exhausted in six days.

And the COVID-19 death toll climbed
to at least 2,400. While New York City re-
mained a hotspot, there were troublesome
trends around the state as the outbreak spread
to every county. Unemployment filings sky-
rocketed too, as the pandemic wreaked eco-
nomic havoc.

In pushing the use of face coverings, de
Blasio cited research showing asymptomatic
people could be spreading the virus without
realizing it.

“When you put on that face covering,
you’re protecting everyone else,” he said.

The mayor said it could be a scarf or a ban-
danna or anything homemade, but it should
not be a surgical mask needed by medical
workers.

A recent study by researchers in Singa-
pore became the latest to estimate that some-
where around 10% of new infections may be
sparked by people who carry the virus but
have not yet suffered symptoms.

A bandanna might not prevent someone
from coming into contact with the virus, but
it could help a person who has it not give it to
others when the sneeze, cough or breathe.

The mayor of Los An-
geles also told everyone
in the city to start wear-
ing masks on Wednes-
day.

The latest develop-
ments in New York:

VENTILATORS
RUNNING LOW

Cuomo warned New York
could be six days away
from exhausting its supply
of ventilators as the state reported 432 deaths in
the past 24 hours, bringing the death toll to nearly
2,400.

More than 13,300 people were hospitalized state-
wide with about 3,400 in intensive care.

Ventilators have become the crucial piece of
equipment sought by state and city officials as
hundreds of patients a day are admitted to inten-
sive care units.

The state sent 400 ventilators to New York City
and another 200 to its suburbs. But the governor
saw problems ahead.

“At the current burn rate, we have about six days
of ventilators in our stockpile,” the governor said at
a briefing at the Capitol.

If supplies run short, the state is ready to use an-
esthesia and converted BiPAP machines, usually
used to treat sleep apnea, or put more than one
patient on a single ventilator.

More than 92,000 state residents have tested
positive for the coronavirus. The true number is
likely much higher because officials have rationed
tests and encouraged all but the most seriously ill
people to ride it out at home.

de Blasio

UNEMPLOYMENT CLAIMS
More than 464,000 people have filed for unem-
ployment in New York state in the three weeks
since the pandemic shattered the economy, an in-
crease of over 1,000% from the same period last
year, according to the state Department of Labor.
Last week alone, more than 369,000 unemploy-
ment claims were filed, an increase of more than

2,600% from the same time last year.

The Department of Labor’'s unemployment filing
system has seen a 16,000% increase in phone
calls and a nearly 900% increase in web traffic in
recent weeks.

OUTBREAK SPREADS

Cases have now been confirmed in every county,
with worrisome trends in some regions.

Cuomo said Thursday that there’s a “troubling
rise” in suburban Long Island and Westchester
County.

At the other end of the state, Buffalo and sur-
rounding Erie County reporting 19 deaths and
about 730 cases as of Thursday.

Among those infected in Buffalo is Common
Council President Darius Pridgen, along with three
of his adult children. His daughter was taken off a
ventilator late Wednesday and began breathing on
her own just before Pridgen went live on Facebook
to offer an update from his own quarantine, fre-
quently coughing and his voice hoarse.

“It was pretty rough for a couple of days,” he said
of his daughter.

Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz said the
Buffalo Niagara Convention Center could be used
as an intensive-care hospital if needed during the
projected peak in late April or early May.

TEACHER DIES

Sandra Santos-Vizcaino, who taught third grade
at an elementary school in Brooklyn, is the first
New York City school teacher reported to have
died of COVID-19.

“This is a devastating tragedy,” schools Chancel-
lor Richard Carranza said Thursday. “Sandra was
a beloved teacher at P.S. 9

Santos-Vizcaino, 54, was a more than 20-year
veteran of the city’s school system. She was rec-
ognized for her contributions to education in the
Dominican Republic and won a grant to study bird
sanctuaries there in 2009.

“The notion that we've lost a teacher is very pain-
ful,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said. “We lost a principal
last week, a young woman full of extraordinary
promise.”

Students in New York City haven't been to school
since March 13.
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Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.
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NATIONAL SUMMARY: Showers and thunderstorms will target portions of
Texas, the Mississippi River Valley and the Great Lakes tomorrow. A separate
storm system will barrel into California, bringing beneficial rain and snow.
Breezy but largely dry conditions are expected along the East coast, with
calmer and warmer conditions expected inland.

©2020 AccuWeather, Inc.

Lottery Winners

ALBANY (AP) — Here are the winning numbers selected Thurs-
day in the New York State Lottery:

Numbers: Midday: 8-2-7, Evening: 8-1-1; WinFour: Midday:
9-9-0-2, Evening: 2-6-4-0; Pick 10: 5-6-18-21-32-35-36-38-47-48-
54-56-58-60-64-67-68-73-74-78; Take Five: 2-10-28-32-33; Cash-
4Life: 10-17-22-24-44, Cash Ball: 1
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Bonnie Sciera

Bonnie Sciera went to be at peace with Jesus after a lengthy
battle with congestive heart failure at Cortland Park Nursing
home. The family would like to thank all of those who cared
for her in her last years at both Cortland Park Rehabilitation &
Nursing Center and Walden Place.

She is survived by her five children John R.(Melinda) Sci-
era, Gregory Sciera, Lynn John Boehmke) Sciera, Brian(Kelly)
Sciera and David (Ann) Sciera; 12 grandchildren and 4 great
grandchildren; sister Geraldine Wilhelm, sister-in-law Joann
Miller, brother-in-law William Moffit and many nieces and
nephews.

She is predeceased by her husband John L. Sciera, her
mother and father, William and Kathryn, and her sisters Marge
(Tinker) and Dorothy (Moffit), and brothers Larry, Robert, and
William Miller.

Bonnie graduated as valedictorian of her class from St. Paul
High Schoolin Norwalk, Ohio. She then obtained her bachelor’s
degree on a scholarship at Bowling Green School of Nursing.
She worked as an RN for several years while starting her fam-
ily. She continued her education at SUNY Cortland, where she
earned a master’s degree in health education. She then taught
Health at Homer Central School until she retired from teaching.
She was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church where she
sang in the choir. She also was a member of the board at
the Elizabeth Brewster House in Homer and volunteered with
the American Red Cross, as well as donating to a number of
charitable organizations.

She enjoyed music, playing the piano, and gardening, but
most of all, she enjoyed her family. She was truly a wonder-
ful and devoted wife, mother, and grandmother. She loved
spending time with her family every chance she could as her
family was her life. We all are blessed to have been touched
by her amazing love, compassion, wisdom, and positivity. She
will forever remain in our hearts and souls.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Cortland, NY, The Alzheimer’s Association,
or the American Red Cross.

Private grave side service with immediate family only will be
held at St. Mary’s Cemetery. A memorial service and mass will
be scheduled at a later date for extended family and friends
when we can be together again.

To offer online condolences, please visit www.wright-beard.
com.

Donald E. Wright

Donald E. Wright, formerly of Preble Road,
Preble, passed away on March 31, 2020 fol-
lowing a lengthy iliness at the age of 81.

A lifelong area resident, Don was born
February 8, 1939, the son of the late Wel-
lington and Hilda Edinger Wright.

Over the years, Don was employed with
Roger Craver Construction, Wright's Gro-
cery and Barber & DeLine. He also served
as the Preble Highway Superintendent and
was caretaker for EImwood Cemetery in
Preble.

He was a lifetime member of the Preble Congregational
Church and a longtime volunteer for the Preble Fire Depart-
ment. Don was an avid sports fan and was a faithful follower
of the Cleveland Browns and Los Angeles Dodgers. He also
loved his black lab dogs.

Surviving are his two children, Debbie (Jim) Pelowski and
Tracy (Debbie) Wright; his grandchildren, Shannon (Andrew)
Kostuk; Matthew Pelowski and Nicole and Matt Wright; his
great grandson, Landon Kostuk; with another great grandson
due in May. Also surviving are his sister, Marilyn Twentyman
Stoker; a brother, William (Sue) Wright and several nieces,
nephews and cousins. Don was extremely devoted to his fam-
ily and was always eager to lend a hand.

Don was predeceased by a brother, Paul Wright.

Visitation and memorial services will be delayed and an-
nounced by the Donald L. Barber Funeral Home at a later date
to be determined.

Memorial contributions, in Mr. Wright's name, may be direct-
ed to the EImwood Cemetery Association, c¢/o Carol Deline,
2346 East River Rd., Cortland, NY 13045 or to Preble Congre-
gational Church, PO Box 186, Preble, NY 13141.

Memorial condolences for the family may be left at
www.DonaldLBarberFuneralHome.com.

Making It Right

The Cortland Standard will print corrections and clarifications of
news articles in this space. If you find mistakes or omissions, call
the managing editor at 607-756-5665 x 166.

Morris Edward Hallstead Sr.

Morris Edward Hallstead Sr. 92 passed
away March 31, 2020 at the home of his
daughter Sherie in Texas. He was born on
April 1, 1927, to Bernice Burvee Hallstead & #
Albro.

He was a Veteran serving in World War |
2 in Germany. He owned his own business s
Cortland County Sanitation for many years.
He retired from Gutchess Lumber. He was

well known in Cortland, NY. He was our
beloved Father, Grandfather and Great
Grandfather. He liked to tell jokes, chewing his tobacco, and
had a great sense of humor. He always said “he wanted to live
to be 100 and get shot by a jealous husband”. He didn't make
it, but he had a lot of love for his kids and his grandchildren.
He will be missed, but never forgotten.

He is survived by his Daughter Sharon B Hallstead Brown
Marshall, Daughter Sherie Hallstead O’Neill (Gene), Son Mor-
ris Hallstead Jr. (Beth Nourse), Daughter Sandra Hallstead
Strout (Eric Hunter), Son Michael (Judy) Hallstead, Son Mel-
vin (Leanne) Hallstead, Son Myron (Lesa) Williams and Son
Marvin Hallstead. Many grandchildren, great grandchildren
and great-great grandchildren. Sister Judy Williams.

He was preceded by his wife of 61 years Marion Conway
Hallstead, Mother Bernice, Father Harold Williams, Step-
Mother Bessie Williams, Mother-In-Law Caroline Conway,
Daughter Sheila Hallstead Fellows, Son-In-Law Daren Brown,
Daughter-In-Law Alicia Strout Hallstead, Son-In-Law Gary
Strout, and grandsons Brandon and Brock Fellows, and many
others.

Graveside services will be held at convenience of the family.
Interment will be at Glenwood Cemetery in Homer at a later
date.

Wright Beard Funeral Home is helping with arrangements.

Death Notices

BECK — John Beck, 81, died March 29, 2020. There are no calling
hours or funeral. Wright-Beard Funeral Home, 9 Lincoln Ave.,
Cortland, is assisting the family.

HALLSTEAD — Morris Edward Hallstead Sr., 92, died March 31,
2020. Graveside services will be held at convenience of the fam-
ily. Interment will be at Glenwood Cemetery in Homer at a later
date.

HOY — Gordon Hoy, 89, of Groton, died March 25, 2020. There
are no calling hours or funeral. Wright-Beard Funeral Home, 9
Lincoln Ave., Cortland, is assisting the family.

MURRAY — Patrick Murray, 48, died March 30, 2020. There are
no calling hours or funeral at this time.

SCHUEHLER — Jane B. Schuehler 91, died April 1, 2020. Arrang-
ments are incomplete and will be announced by the Donald L.
Barber Funeral Home.

SCIERA — Bonnie Sciera, of Cortland, died. Private graveside ser-
vice with immediate family only will be held at St. Mary’s Cem-
etery. A memorial service and Mass will be scheduled at a later
date for extended family and friends.

WRIGHT — Donald E. Wright, formerly of Preble Road, Preble,
died March 31, 2020. Visitation and memorial services will be
delayed and announced by the Donald L. Barber Funeral Home
at a later date to be determined.
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_ocal agencies warn of coronavirus scams

By COLIN SPENCER
Staff Reporter
cspencer@cortlandstandard.net

Coronavirus scams may be
new, but the end result remains
the same, according to Cortland
city police Lt. Michael Strange-
way.

“Any time there’s money to
be made, there will be criminals
trying to trick people out of their
money,” Strangeway said Tues-
day.

Cortland County agencies are
watching and alerting residents
about scams targeting people
during the virus’ pandemic.

Scamsto county residents have
mostly been by phone, Strange-
way said. Scammers have called
people saying they have items
sought after in the wake of the
coronavirus like testing kits or
some even claiming to have a
cure and can provide them to the

receiver if the receiver provides
sensitive personal information
like credit card or Social Secu-
rity numbers.

Some may also claim they are
with a charity, he said.

“A lot of these people can
be very convincing,” he said.
“There is no truth to these and
these people are out for nothing
except to steal your money or
identification.”

Strangeway said he hasn’t re-
ceived reports of people in the
city having their money or iden-
tification taken from them but
still wants people to be aware of
the scams.

Information regarding scams
will be turned over to the state
Attorney General’s Office, which
may prosecute the scammers.

State level investigations are
needed because of the long dis-
tance range that scamming can

Tips for identifying scams
With scammers using the coronavirus pandemic as an opportu-
nity to steal money or valuable information, here are tips on what

to look for in scams.

B People claiming they have treatments or cures to COVID-19.
m Being pressured into making donations to charities in the form
of cash, gift cards or money transfers.

B Receiving information or tips through text messages or emails
on COVID-19 from organizations users did not sign up for.

H For health care workers: Emails claiming to be from the na-
tional Centers for Disease Control and Prevention with treatments
of COVID-19 or emails from hospital staff claiming that deliveries
have been stopped so that a link must be opened to continue de-

liveries.

Source: New York State Office of the Attorney General

happen in, Strangeway said. “A
lot of these cases are hard to
prosecute locally,” he said. “A
lot of the bad guys in these cases
are not working locally.”

Scams are a normal occur-
rence but the frequency seems
to have intensified in the wake
of COVID 19, said Elizabeth

Haskins, the director for the
Cortland County Area Agency
on Aging.

“We were battling scams be-
fore this happened and now it
seems even worse,” she said.

Like Strangeway, Haskins said
that she hasn’t had any reports
of people in Cortland County

saying they have been scammed,
yet, but she has heard reports of
scams from the state’s Office for
the Aging in Albany.

These have included scam-
mers going door to door claim-
ing to have coronavirus testing
kits, cures and protective gear to
be paid by Medicare, she said.
Most of the scamming for older
residents targets their Medicare.

“Our bottom line is don’t give
your Medicare number out and
be cautious of people coming
door to door,” she said.

Haskins recommends people
review their Medicare bills to
make sure everything seems
right. The Cortland County Area
Agency on Aging can help resi-
dents determine if they are being
scammed or have been scammed,
Haskins said. If people have
been scammed, the agency will
work with them to find resources

like legal counsel.

“We’re here to help any way
we can,” she said.

For people looking to donate
to charities during the pandemic,
Eric Mulvihill, the clerk for the
Cortland County Legislature
and the county’s records access
officer, and the county’s 211 in-
formation service recommend
donating to the United Way for
Cortland County as money will
go to its local nonprofits partners
like many of those helping dur-
ing the pandemic.

Mulvihill said, though, that
donations should be made by
people voluntarily and not from
people being pressured with
phone calls by someone claim-
ing to be from a charity.

This advice applies to other
organizations as well, he said.
“No agency will ask you for
anything.”

.
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Mitch Bush, left, of Cortland, pays Greek Peak banquet chef Sean O'Brien for prepared prime rib burritos Hope Lake Lodge
is selling in an impromptu grocery. The resort had basic staples, including toilet paper, some meats and vegetables, and
decided to offer them for sale to help reduce the population load on other stores.

Shopping at Greek Peak

Company’s ministore at Hope Lake helps residents

By S.N. BRIERE
Staff Reporter
sbriere@cortlandstandard.net
TODD R. MCADAM
Managing Editor
tmcadam@cortlandstandard.net

They had toilet paper, casually displayed
in the wholesale box the rolls were delivered
in. They had hot dogs and lettuce and corn
starch and other foods, too.

But Mitch Bush of Cortland settled on the
prime rib burritos, with white beans and rice.
Six of them.

“My freezer’s full,” he told Drew Brod-
erick, vice president of sales and marketing
at Greek Peak Ski Resort. “I’ll get ’em for
my sons.”

The store opened in late March at Hope
Lake Lodge, using the resort’s supply chain
to bring a few basic staples to Virgil. The
idea isn’t to make money, said Drew Brod-
erick — the prices are just a bit over cost.

“That’s not what this is about,” said Brod-
erick, vice president of marketing and sales

Police/Fire

for the company. It’s to help people who
might be uncomfortable, or unwise, to go to
a more crowded establishment. The store, in
the lodge’s lobby, allows only six patrons at
atime.

Greek Peak President Wesley Kryger said
people sign in when they come, have access
to hand sanitizer and the store practices so-
cial distancing.

The selection is what would expect of a res-
taurant: large packs of hot dogs, salmon fillets,
beef filet, burgers, lettuce of a couple of types,
tomatoes. The packages tend to be larger than
typical retail, as befits a restaurant.

And the prepared foods are simpler, too.
“We targeted comfort food because that’s
what people want right now,” Broderick
said. Think macaroni and cheese, salisbury
steak, stir fries, spaghetti and meatballs.

But it also offers the essentials, Kryger
said, noting it was one of the main reasons
the store was opened.

He said they had customers asking for
such supplies right around the time stores

began running out of items like toilet paper.
The company wasn’t using all of its stock
and was able to continue ordering from its
distributor, so it decided to give back to the
community.

“We view it as a good community ser-
vice,” he said. “I think it prevents them from
having to go into Cortland and go to Tops or
Walmart. The more we can limit those trips
and practice that social distancing, the more
it helps.”

Which was just fine with Bush. He stopped
in because he was bored and looking to go
somewhere where he could keep his dis-
tance, he said. “And | really don’t want to
cook.”

Virgil Deputy Supervisor Jereme Stiles
has been to the store three or four times
already, picking up bread, eggs and a few
other small items.

“I think it’s a great asset they’ve been able
to bring to the community,” he said. “You’re
not going to get your full shopping list up
there but you’re able to get essentials.”

Coronavirus briefs

Cases of COVID-19 increase
to 14 in Cortland County

The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in Cortland County
increased Thursday to 14, up from 11 the previous day, report coun-
ty officials who noted none of the cases appear to be connected.

Another 56 people are being monitored, two more than the pre-
vious day. One is hospitalized, the first so far for the county.

Another 410 negative test results have come back.

Tompkins County has 87 confirmed cases, reports the Johns
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center.

Cayuga County added two cases Thursday, bringing it to four.
One was a man in his 20s living in Auburn, working on a farm; the
other was a man in his 30s, from Auburn, working on a dairy farm.

In Cayuga, 29 people are in quarantine; three are in isolation.

Cortland County’s health department doesn’t have the ability to
test for COVID-19, which is provided through health care provid-
ers. If a medical professional instructs you to get tested, collect
the sample, then go directly home. Do not leave your home until
you have test results, which could take up to a week.

If you have coronavirus symptoms, call your doctor, who will
coordinate testing. People who don’t have a primary-care phy-
sician can call Upstate Medical University at 315-464-3979 or
Cayuga’s Call Center at 607-319-5708.

Cayuga Health opens resource,

drop-off center for donations

ITHACA — The Cayuga Medical Center Foundation has cre-
ated a resource and drop-off center for donations to be used at
all Cayuga Health locations including their two hospitals, Cayuga
Medical Center and Schuyler Hospital.

“The outpouring of support from the individuals, organization
and community groups has been heart-warming and appreciated,”
said Martin Stallone, president and CEO of Cayuga Health.

Near greater Cortland, donations can be made through:

m Cayuga Medical Center Foundation — 767 Warren Road,
Ithaca, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. week-
ends.

m Cornell University’s Bartels Hall — 554 Campus Road,
Ithaca, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays.

Visit http://cayugahealthsystem.org/how-to-help to learn more
about donating materials, volunteering or contributing to the Ca-
yuga Health COVID-19 Response Fund.

Madison County announces

call center for coronavirus

WAMPSVILLE — The Madison County Health Department
announced Thursday it has opened a COVID-19 hotline, avail-
able 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays at 315-366-2770.

This hotline is not for people experiencing symptoms of COVID-
19. For details, go to www.madisoncounty.ny.gov/2479/Coronavi-
rus-COVID-19, call the state coronavirus hotline 1-888-364-3065,
or visit www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

Brindisi updates virus website

Rep. Anthony Brindisi has updated his coronavirus resources
webpage for families, workers, businesses and others.

“Information is so important right now and we need to all work
together to fight back against the coronavirus,” said Brindisi (D-
Utica).

Brindisi’s webpage, Brindisi.house.gov/coronavirus includes
updates, resources, and guides for individuals and families, small
businesses, the unemployed and families in need of food.

Appearance of pussy willows are sign of springtime

Body found

in Taylor woods

Cortland County sheriff’s
officers found a body Tues-
day lying 50 yards off Elwood
Road in the Town of Taylor.

Officers said they were in-
vestigating a separate incident
about 11:15 a.m. when they
noticed the unresponsive 30-
year-old man in a wooded
area.

A Cortland County coroner
responded and pronounced
the man dead.

The body was taken to
Lourdes Hospital in Bingham-
ton, police said, where an au-
topsy was performed. Police
do not suspect foul play.

The investigation continues
and information can be given
to Sgt. Chad Burhans at 607-
758-5532.

The state police forensics
unit and TLC Ambulance also
responded to the scene.

By AMANDA BARBER
Contributing Writer

One of my fondest memories of early
spring is bringing home flowers for my
mother from an excursion with my dad.

These weren’t just any flowers, nor were
they colorful fragrant blossoms. They
looked rather like twigs to me. My dad as-
sured me my mother would love them. Of
course she was thrilled with her first bou-
quet of the season — pussy willows.

Pussy willows are a member of the wil-
low family. Their silvery flowers, resem-
bling 1-inch-long bottlebrushes, bloom in
early spring.

Branches of pussy willows are often
cut in early winter and brought inside to
“force” the blossoms. When cut and set in
a water-filled vase in a sunny window any
time after the middle of January, their blos-
soms will develop. Pussy willows make a
nice display for a considerable amount of
time and can be dried for enjoyment later
in other floral arrangements.

The Latin name for the pussy willow
is Salix discolor. It is a native deciduous
shrub. It may get its name from the re-
semblance of its flower to the feet of our

feline friends. Those furry buds on their
branches are also known as catkins.

The pussy willow is a dioecious plant,
meaning that male and female
parts are found on different
plants. The male catkins are
larger and furrier, while the fe-
male catkins tend to be smaller
and greenish. You can also tell
a male plant when the catkins
begin to look yellow. This is the
pollen.

Because pussy willow blooms so
early in the spring, it is a valuable food
source for wildlife. The catkins are one
of the first food sources for pollinators.
The willow cannot be pollinated by wind,
but in return for the nectar it provides in-
sects for food, they perform pollination
in return. The insects are food for resi-
dent and returning songbirds, providing
much-needed protein. The willow buds
are also important food for grouse and
small mammals. Some birds, especially
hummingbirds, use the pussy willow fuzz
to line their nests. The thick branches and
leaves make it a favorite nesting site for
goldfinches.

The pussy willow also hosts several
species of butterflies, one of which is the
Viceroy. The Viceroy looks almost exact-

ly like a Monarch. The Viceroy
has a thin, black line that runs
across its lower wings like a
necklace, and is smaller than
the Monarch. The Viceroy does
not migrate like Monarchs, and
prefers willows, not milkweed.
The female lays her eggs on the
tip of the willow leaf and the caterpillar
completes its entire lifecycle on the wil-
low plant.

Native to the wetlands of Canada and
the eastern United states, the pussy wil-
low is common in New York. It is a shrub
that can reach a height of 20 feet or more.
It can make a great landscaping plant, but
requires pruning.

Pussy willows are easy to multiply.
Stems of almost any size can simply be
stuck into a vase of water, where they will
form roots in just a few weeks. They can
then be planted directly into the ground
in spring.

They can also be planted as unrooted
cuttings. Cuttings should be from new

growth, at least as thick as a pencil, and a
foot or more in length for direct planting.
At least one or two buds must be above
ground when the cutting is poked into the
soil. The cutting must be set the right end
up, as it originally grew.

Pussy willows grow well in almost any
soil and grow quickly. They prefer full
sun, but will survive in the shade, as well.
As with most willows, they do best when
given lots of water, and are a good option
for yard areas where drainage is a prob-
lem. However, their roots can be invasive
and they should not be planted near septic
systems.

Keep watch for these conspicuous
blooms appearing on otherwise bare
stems. Along with early bulbs like snow
drops and crocus, they signal the end of
winter and the long awaited arrival of
spring. Contact the county SWCD to find
out about other natives trees and shrubs
available now through our annual seed-
ling sale. The office is open and can be
reached at 607-756-5991.

Amanda Barber is director of the Cort-
land County Soil and Water Conservation
District.
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Katie Keyser/living and leisure editor
George Adams of Cortland, on a walk Wednesday through Courthouse Park, a chilly, partially sunny morning.

Chicago Tribune

t noon on Saturday, un-
der gray skies threaten-
ing rain and the pall of

a global pandemic upending life
inamillion ways, Bill Hession’s
friends and neighbors stood out-
side his Chicago condo and sent
up their love.

Hession, 83, was inside his

sixth-
Column

floor unit,
where he
lay dying.
His daugh-
ter, Katie,
and his
wife, Joan,
stood

on the
balcony,
waving at
the 60 or
S0 people
standing
below on
Calumet
Avenue, just north of 21st
Street.

A woman with three kids —
two in a double jogging stroller
— waved a giant Irish flag. A
couple held up a sign written
on the back of a roll of gift
wrap: “BILL, FOREVER IN
OUR HEARTS. LOVE, TOR-
RES FAMILY.”

Another man held a sign
reading, “We love U Bill Hes-
sion.” Another sign: “Thank
you for your friendship.”

Most people brought their
dogs. A few exchanged elbow
bumps. Bill Hession’s son,
Daniel, walked around offering
thank-yous and hellos from a
safe distance.

At 12:08, a woman led the
group in “When Irish Eyes
Are Smiling.” A few minutes
later, another woman walked
down Calumet with a portable
speaker playing Bing Crosbhy’s
rendition.

“It was amazing,” Katie
Hession told me afterward. “I
knew my dad touched people. |
had no idea how much.”

Bill Hession was diagnosed
with acute myeloid leukemia
in October. He was receiv-
ing treatment at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital, but he
moved home March 20 — the
one-year anniversary of his
only brother’s death — to live

Heidi
Stevens

Tribute to a dying man

Neighbors gather outside man’s condo to say goodbye

TNS photo

Katie, daughter of Bill Hession, and her mom, Joan, outside Bill and Joan Hession’s condo
on March 28. A crowd gathered outside to say goodbye to Bill, who was on his deathbed.

out his last days surrounded by
his wife, his four children and
his beloved dog, \Veronica.

Katie Hession knows her
dad doesn’t have many days
left. He hasn’t eaten since
Tuesday. He floats in and out
of consciousness, mostly out.

She knows when he dies, she
and her mom and her siblings
won’t be able to hold a proper
wake and funeral for him,
given coronavirus-mandated
restrictions on crowds.

So she typed up a flier. She
added a photo of her dad walk-
ing Veronica. She explained
the situation.

“This adds to my family’s
heartbreak,” she wrote, “he is
Irish after all and is so deserv-
ing of a fine send-off for a life
well lived.”

She invited anyone who
might recognize the duo to
stand outside his condo Satur-
day “with more than six feet of
social distance” and pay him a
small tribute. She would hang
a dog leash from the balcony
so they knew which one was
his.

“I hope you’ll just look up
and send up a special thought
or prayer to Bill,” she wrote.
“He may not see you or hear
you, but I hope to capture the
procession from above in a
photograph and show him how

much the neighborhood cares
for him, a friend, a fellow dog
walker.”

She had six copies of the
flier made at a UPS store and
hung them around the neigh-
borhood.

And people showed up.

“We came inside, and I just
said, ‘Dad. You had so many
dog walkers and friends stand-
ing out in front of the building,
and they brought their dogs
and they sang, ‘When Irish
Eyes Are Smiling,”” she told
me afterward. “And he opened
his eyes a little bit, and he
whispered, ‘Oh my God.””

Bill Hession grew up in
Chicago. He graduated in
1954 from Leo Catholic High
School, where he was a stand-
out football player. He earned
a scholarship to Loras College
in Dubuque, lowa, and married
his longtime girlfriend, Joan,
his senior year.

After college, he returned to
Leo Catholic to coach football
and teach Spanish and English.
(He was inducted into Leo’s
hall of fame in 2011.) As the
family and expenses started to
grow, he got a job at Reavis
High School in Burbank,
where he taught and coached
for more than 30 years.

At one point on Saturday, a
gentleman in a Reavis jacket

yelled up to Katie Hession
on the balcony, “Your father
coached me in football!”

“l told my dad,” Katie Hes-
sion said. “You had a Reavis
Ram downstairs, and he
wanted to thank you for being
a great coach.”

Friends and neighbors
dropped off cards as well. One
was addressed to “The mayor
of 2001 S. Calumet and his
first lady Veronica.”

Katie Hession, who lives
four blocks north of her par-
ents, said she’ll soon be the
one walking Veronica, a little
bichon found on a Chicago
street and saved by an orga-
nization called Small Paws
Rescue.

“It was a match made in
heaven,” Katie Hession said.

Before Bill Hession got
sick, the family — Bill, Joan,
four kids, nine grandkids —
gathered every July in Lake
Geneva for a weeklong “Papa-
palooza.” (His grandkids call
him “Papa,” and his birthday is
July 5.) Katie Hession figures
they’ll turn that tradition into
his memorial this year, “if the
world is right by then.”

“He’s a great man and a
great person and a great fa-
ther,” Katie Hession said. “He
really deserved this.”

And his people delivered.

Expert explains how virus makes you ill

Mayo Clinic News Network

Experts continue to learn more
about SARS-CoV-2, the virus
that causes COVID-19, and how
it behaves.

Dr. Gregory Poland, an infec-
tious diseases expert and director
of Mayo Clinic’s Vaccine Re-
search Group, is answering ques-
tions about COVID-19.

Q. How does the virus that
causes COVID-19 make people
sick?

A. Asimple way to think about
this is like a lock and key. The vi-
rus has projections off of it, like a
key, which look for human cells
in the body that have receptors,
which act like a lock. That key
enters the lock and turns it. The
virus enters into our own cells,
and then it takes over our own
cellular machinery and starts us-
ing it to produce copies of the
virus. And when you get enough
copies of that virus in a cell, it

bursts it open and then travels to
the next cell, and the next cell.
You’re talking about billions,
maybe even trillions, of numbers
of these viruses, so you begin to
understand how it starts affecting
blood vessels, the heart, the lungs,
the GI (gastrointestinal) tract and
can cause people to become very
ill and occasionally die.

Q. What makes COVID-19
more dangerous than the flu?

A. The case fatality rate is

probably about 10 times higher
than influenza. This particular vi-
rus is very efficiently adapted to
find those receptors, bind tightly
to those receptors and then take
over the cells.

Q. Is the flu season over?

A. If you look in most places in
the U.S.,, flu activity is still high.
We keep talking about bend-
ing or flattening that curve for
COVID-19. We’re trying to do
the same thing for influenza.

Reader’s Poetry

Supply lines
By Frank Kelly, Cortland

6 AM

The supermarket parking
lot Is full

Inside, old folk push
shopping carts

Filled to overflowing

Weaving in and out of
aisles

Some shelves empty

Some still not

One lonely produce scale

Is like a carcass, freshly
killed

Buzzards circle,

Wait their turn

For a quick bite

Before they’re driven off

By some old woman’s
cough

Ayoung clerk rearranges
pickles

Touching every jar

With who knows where
they've been

Hands

Until a masked man on a
mission

Barks for him to move away

Elsewhere, shoppers
search in vein

For toilet paper, paper
towels

Liquid soap and disinfectant
wipes

Anything that might

Kill the microscopic enemy

That's brought a planet to
its knees

Nervous couples clog the
checkout lines

Cashiers handle bonus
cards

As if their owners had the
plague

Outside, an early morning
rain

Forms puddles in the
blacktop

As, weary but relieved,

The Covid wary

Stuff provisions

Into waiting SUVs

Send in a poem for
possible publication to
living@cortlandstandard.net.
Include name and town for
print.

Ask Amy

By Amy Dickinson

© 2020 The Chicago Tribune

Mother’s mistakes
now haunting her

DEAR READERS: Because of
syndication scheduling, | write
and submit my columns two weeks
in advance of publication. Due to
this time lag, the Q&A’s will not
reflect the latest information about
the worldwide COVID-19 pan-
demic we are currently facing.

DEAR AMY: | wish | could
undo some of the terrible mistakes
I’ve made.

My daughter hasn’t spoken to
me in years.

When she was very young, |
divorced her dad and moved hun-
dreds of miles away. | married a
man with two sons and a parenting
method that | didn’t agree with,
but | felt trapped with him — the
way 1’d felt trapped with her dad.
We were together for 10 years.

I waited until after my daughter
graduated from high school, and
then | separated from her stepfa-
ther. It was very difficult to live on
my own and we ended up getting
back together. It was more out of
convenience than anything.

When | told my daughter that
I was getting back together with
him, she blew up and told me that
her stepbrother had drugged and
raped her several times. | was in
complete shock! She has not spo-
ken to me since then.

I think about her every day. |
stalk her on Facebook (with an
unrecognizable profile) just so I
can see her life. | can’t be a part
of her life because she has blocked
me. This estrangement breaks my
83-year-old mother’s heart, and |
would like to see us all together
again.

— Regretful

DEAR REGRETFUL: If
you want your relationships
to change, then you need to
change. It’s really that simple.
Although you admit to having
regrets, you don’t seem to have
taken responsibility for the role
you played in your daughter’s
trauma. Your reaction to her
disclosure that she was raped
while in your household was to
express shock, and then pas-
sively sigh— and continue on to
reunite with your ex.

Are you not aware that the
best thing to do when someone
reports a rape is to call the po-
lice? (And people wonder why
assault victims hesitate to re-
port!)

Yes, you’ve made mistakes.
Admitting this is definitely a
step in the right direction, but
you don’t get to claim victim-
hood, here. Until you take re-
sponsibility for your parental
neglect, passivity, and terrible
judgment, you cannot hope for a
reconciliation. Even your Face-
book-stalking seems to me more

melodrama than the action of
a mother desperate to make
things right. You are not Stella
Dallas standing in the rain, wist-
fully watching your daughter
through a window. You are not
the victim of her blocking you.
There are many ways — other
than Facebook — to contact
someone, however, until you can
commit to positive change, it is
probably wisest for your daugh-
ter to keep her distance.

A compassionate and compe-
tent counselor could walk you
through the events in your life
that have culminated in this mo-
ment. With coaching and posi-
tive change, the reconciliation
you desire might be possible. |
hope you will try.

DEAR AMY: “Queasy in Flor-
ida” wanted to put an anonymous
note in the mailbox of a woman at
her retirement community, criti-
cizing her behavior at the home’s
communal dining table.

Thank you for recommending
a discreet, in-person conversation.
My loving, kind, 86-year-old par-
ents just voluntarily moved into
an assisted-living community. My
dad wore a hat in the dining room
because his head is always cold.

Someone left a copy of the
dress code at their apartment door
with an arrow pointing to “no hats
in the dining room.”

My mother was furious, and
I was heartbroken that someone
would be so catty and cowardly
toward my wonderful parents.

— Protective Daughter

DEAR PROTECTIVE: Non-
judgmental, discreet, and in-
person is almost always the best
way to communicate.

DEAR AMY: | was absolutely
blown away by the letter from
“Justin,” the young transgender
man who sent you a follow-up
after you published his question
about how to communicate with
his parents over the holidays.

So many of us in the LGBTQ
community are tasked with ex-
tremely challenging and awkward
social or family-related negotia-
tions. It’s not fair to us, but yes —
humor always helps.

— Been There
DEAR BEEN THERE: Jus-
tin is a special person — | ap-

preciated hearing back from
him that his parents are really
coming around. The compan-
ion letter in that column, from
the mom of a transgender girl,
showed how hard it can be for
parents to adjust how they refer
to their transgender kids.

You can email Amy Dickinson
at askamy@amydickinson.com.
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Real heroes

e regularly encounter bravery on the screen — soaring
Wmusic, the lone woman or man squaring off against im-

possible odds, probably wearing a ripped shirt or bandana
and definitely armed to the teeth. But in real life, you only see true
bravery in action.

On March 27, a man shot and wounded a police officer on Elm
Street in the city of Cortland. Twelve hours later, the suspect surren-
dered. Both men were hospitalized for gunshot wounds. Although
both will bear the scars of their encounter, and one will face justice
for his actions, we are thankful that both men survived the incident.

The fact it was resolved without loss of life is a testament to the
mettle of the men and women who responded that night. When things
go bad, it’s their job to show up and deal with it to the best of their
ability, no matter how ugly it gets.

Now, the members of the medical community are on the front
lines. We know they face some truly difficult circumstances in the
coronavirus pandemic. They aren’t facing bullets or knives or even
a fire, but something invisible. Yet training and experience have pre-
pared the doctors and nurses and aides to face down this threat, de-
spite their fear. We couldn’t be more grateful.

We are grateful when we find those few and far between surprising
instances of real life bravery, as in the case of those officers honored
March 27 by the Homer Police Department.

A year ago Sunday, Officer Michael Howell ran into a burning
building on Pine Street four times to rescue residents and slow the
spread of the fire.

OK, Howell does sound a little bit like an action movie hero, but
he didn’t have a stunt double, and the effects were real. He risked his
life to save others, and deserves the honors bestowed upon him: not
only the Award of Honor, his department’s highest award, but also
recognition at the American Red Cross of Central New York’s 21st
annual “Real Hero Breakfast” in Syracuse on Dec. 4, and also his
nomination for the Central New York Association of Chiefs of Police
Heroic Action Award (the April 27 event has been postponed).

Howell also received the department’s Honorable Service Award
for an early-morning traffic stop June 20 in Homer that resulted in
the recovery of a vehicle stolen during a Syracuse robbery. Addition-
ally, officers Matthew Compton and Fred “Jay” Forbes Jr. received
the department’s Life Saving Award for administering naloxone to
three people on three different dates, possibly preventing their deaths
from opioid overdose.

Come to think of it, we’ve seen quite a few police officers honored
for their bravery over the years. And we have attended the Real He-
roes Breakfast in past years, and learned about the lifesaving actions
taken by firefighters and emergency medical technicians, and their
bravery.

Sometimes, the award is given to someone who isn’t a trained first
responder who saved a life — with a little help from an American
Red Cross CPR class, perhaps.

Maybe true bravery is more common than we thought. It’s not
always about running into a burning building FOUR TIMES; it can
be a little more subtle. Giving blood. Donating an organ. Talking to
a friend. Social distancing. Those things take bravery, too. And right
now, we all need to be a little bit brave. Do the right thing. Take care
of others. Keep ourselves safe.

Take inspiration from the real heroes. The ones who might not
look like an action movie cliche. The doctors and nurses and aides
and police officers and firefighters and EMTs and everyone else who
is willing to put it all on the line, so the rest of us can be safe. And
say “thank you.”

Good Old Days

April 3,1970

CINCINNATUS — A surprise dinner and party were held by Mr.
and Mrs. Ward Fox and Mr. and Mrs. Howard Fox for their parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Casper A. Fox, in celebration of their 45th wedding
anniversary March 28 at the Howard Fox home.

Their children and grandchildren were present. These include: Mr.
and Mrs. Clyde (Helen) Fosgate; Sharon and Rosemary of Mexico,
Mr. and Mrs. George (Margery) Angell, Ivan and Eddy from Homer;
Mr. and Mrs. D. Robert (June) Holler, Rand and Laurie of Homer,
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fox, Susan and Terry; Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Fox, Lisa and Tammy; Mr. and Mrs.. Ward Fox, Jennie, Amy and
Ward Jr.; and Mr. and Mrs. Howard Fox and Joan-Ann, all of Cin-
cinnatus.

April 3,1995

Five-year-old Rebecca Summers stared in wonder Saturday as the
bubbling amber sap was slowly transformed into maple syrup right
before her eyes.

She closed her big blue eyes and inhaled the sweet aroma of maple
syrup inside the Sugar Shack.

Summers, who was accompanied by her grandmother, Betty Sum-
mers, was attending her first-ever Central New York Maple Festival,
held Saturday and Sunday.

Today in History —

The Associated Press

Today is Friday, April 3, the 94th day of 2020. There are 272 days
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On April 3, 1996, Unabomber Theodore Kaczynski (kah-ZIHN’-
skee) was arrested at his remote Montana cabin.

On this date:

In 1860, the legendary Pony Express began carrying mail between
St. Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California. (The delivery sys-
tem lasted only 18 months before giving way to the transcontinental
telegraph.)

In 1882, outlaw Jesse James was shot to death in St. Joseph, Mis-
souri, by Robert Ford, a member of James’ gang.

In 1936, Bruno Hauptmann was electrocuted in Trenton, New Jer-
sey, for the kidnap-murder of Charles Lindbergh Jr.

In 1942, during World War II, Japanese forces began their final
assault on Bataan against American and Filipino troops who surren-
dered six days later; the capitulation was followed by the notorious
Bataan Death March.

In 1944, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Smith v. Allwright, struck
down a Democratic Party of Texas rule that allowed only white vot-
ers to participate in Democratic primaries.

In 1948, President Harry S. Truman signed the Marshall Plan, de-
signed to help European allies rebuild after World War II and resist
communism.

In 1968, civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. delivered what
turned out to be his final speech, telling a rally of striking sanitation
workers in Memphis, Tennessee, that “I’ve been to the mountaintop”
and “seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I
want you to know tonight that we, as a people, will get to the Prom-
ised Land!” (About 20 hours later, King was felled by an assassin’s
bullet at the Lorraine Motel.)

In 1973, the first handheld portable telephone was demonstrated
for reporters on a New York City street corner as Motorola executive
Martin Cooper called Joel S. Engel of Bell Labs.
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Many Democrats and much
of the media claim that President
Donald Trump has mishandled
and continues to mishandle the
response to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

But a Johns Hopkins study
found the United States is better
prepared for a pandemic than any
other country. Released in Octo-
ber 2019, the Global Health Se-
curity Index examined 195 coun-
tries on their preparedness and
ability to handle an epidemic or
pandemic. It found: “No country
is fully prepared for epidemics
or pandemics, and every country
has important gaps to address.”

No, Trump did not cut fund-
ing for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Among
those pushing this untruth is for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden,
who said, “They’ve cut the fund-
ing for the CDC.” Trump pro-
posed a CDC cut, but Congress
disagreed. FactCheck.org wrote:
“It’s misleading at best to claim
Trump ‘slashed funding,” when
his proposals haven’t taken ef-
fect. For instance, Trump’s fis-
cal 2020 budget proposal would
have reduced CDC funding by
$750.6 million, compared with
what was enacted for fiscal 2019.

. But Congress passed, and
Trump signed, a budget that in-
creased CDC funding by $420
million.”

Nor is it true that Trump “fired”
the head of a pandemic response
team that the president allegedly
dissolved. Former New York
City Mayor Mike Bloomberg
claimed: “And one of the great
problems today, you read about
the virus, what’s really happening
here is the president fired the pan-

The virus: What
would Joe do?

Larry
Elder

demic specialist in this country
two years ago. So there’s nobody
here to figure out what the hell
we should be doing.” Rear Adm.
R. Timothy Ziemer, to whom
Bloomberg referred, was the se-
nior director of the National Se-
curity Council’s Office of Global
Health Security and Biodefense.
About Ziemer, FactCheck.org
said: “Just because Ziemer’s po-
sition was discontinued does not
mean everyone who was part of
the team was fired or that all of
the functions of the directorate
ceased.

According to reporting by the
Atlantic and the Washington
Post, some team members were
shifted to other groups, and oth-
ers took over some of Ziemer’s
duties. An NSC spokesman at
the time said that the adminis-
tration ‘remains committed to
global health, global health se-
curity and biodefense, and will
continue to address these issues
with the same resolve under the
new structure.”” Ziemer is now
senior deputy assistant adminis-
trator at the Bureau for Democ-
racy, Conflict and Humanitarian

Assistance at the U.S. Agency for
International Development.

Nor did Trump refer to the cor-
onavirus as a “hoax,” as claimed
by The New York Times’ report-
er David Leonhardt; Rep. Tim
Ryan, D-Ohio; Ohio Democratic
Sen. Sherrod Brown; and Biden,
among numerous Democrats
and members of the media. In an
edited political ad, Biden made
the assertion.

But The Washington Post Fact
Checker gave the Trump-called-
the-coronavirus-a-hoax  story
four Pinocchios, as bad a score
as the Post gives: “At the 10-sec-
ond mark, the camera shows a
tight shot of the president saying
‘coronavirus’ and then cuts to a
wide shot where he says, ‘this is
their new hoax.” Both clips are
from Trump’s Feb. 28 campaign
rally in North Charleston, S.C.,
but he never said ‘coronavirus,
this is their new hoax.’ Rather,
Biden’s ad clipped a large part of
Trump’s speech to make it seem
as though he had.”

What would Biden do that
Trump isn’t already doing?
Biden recently tweeted: “It’s

hard to believe this has to be
said, but if I'm elected presi-
dent, I will always lead the way
with science. I will listen to the
experts and heed their advice.
I will do the opposite of what
we’re seeing Donald Trump do
every day.” To that end, Biden
has been giving interviews and
holding coronavirus briefings
broadcast from his home studio
in Wilmington, Delaware.

Some of Biden’s insights:

“I was literally on the phone
at least 3 to 4 hours a day with
my team talking about the detail
implementation. How do we get
the money? Where do we do?
Who do we go to? Where do we
— who do we ask for, etc.?”

About Trump’s plea that we
remain in our homes to the ex-
tent practical, Biden said: “Look,
none of us want to be cooped up
in our homes just as the weather
is turning nice. ... It’s unfair to
all of us. And it’s unnecessary
for all of us. But it’s necessary,
in fact. It’s necessary for all of us
to have to deal with it.”

About Trump’s plan, since
abandoned, to restart the econ-
omy by Easter, Biden said, “We
have to take care of the cure. That
will make the problem worse no
matter what. No matter what.”

Trump is registering the best
approval ratings of his presiden-
cy. A recent Gallup poll showed
Trump’s job approval ratings
at 49%. At this time in his first
term, Obama’s Gallup approval
ratings were at 46%. For the
Trump haters who hoped that
Trump’s response to the pan-
demic would sink Trump’s re-
election prospects, it’s not going
according to plan.

The novel coronavirus has
made clear who in this country
actually runs things.

It should be, and occasionally
is, the president.

But in this instance, President
Donald Trump has mostly been
a cheerleader, often cheering
for the wrong side — the side
that thought the virus was just
a hoax, that there’s nothing
to worry about here, and that
it would disappear. But he’s
not the one issuing the orders.
That would be the governors
and mayors. It’s the governors
who are out there fighting to
buy masks and ventilators in
a free-for-all triggered by the
president. It’s the governors
and mayors telling us what we
can and can’t do. It’s the gov-
ernors who, struggling to re-
strain the virus, are directing
where and when hospital beds
can be built. I see Gov. Gavin
Newsom every day. I see Gov.
Andrew Cuomo every day. I
haven’t seen Sen. Kamala Har-
ris since she dropped out. Sen.
Amy Klobuchar, not at all. I'm
sure they are voting with Sen.

Chuck Schumer.
Governors  fight. Big-city
mayors fight.

Senators vote.

Every story I read says the
front-runners are the women
senators who lost in the presi-
dential primaries and have since
been voting on bills agreed to by
others. Excuse me. They lost for
areason. They said things about
you that will get replayed a mil-
lion times. And on the greatest
issue of our time, they are do-
ing nothing more than casting a
vote for House Speaker Nancy

Jenny Durkan
for VP

Susan
Estrich

Pelosi’s deal.

Women governors and may-
ors have proved their mettle not
by showing up to vote for a fait
accompli, but by taking their
place on the front line of the
crisis, uniting their communi-
ties, making life-and-death de-
cisions every day.

Meanwhile the senators sit
there for absolutely no reason
until Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin and Pelosi tell them to
vote yes. Will that qualify them
to deal with an economy that
has been in recall and a pan-
demic that may still plague us?

Former Vice President Joe
Biden is 77. If he wins, he will
be 78 when he takes office
and 82, God willing, when he
leaves.

In the middle of a pandemic
killing senior citizens, voters
would be nuts if they weren’t
worried about age including
the president’s, who turns 74 in
June.

No one had ever heard of
Mike Pence before he became
vice president. No one cared.
But choosing for your ticket a

gal people have heard of be-
cause you beat her inevitably
raises questions about what
comments she said in the pri-
maries that she has to eat. This
would be a significant problem
for Warren and Harris.

With a coronavirus still lurk-
ing and an aging president, it
matters more than ever that the
next president know how to run
things bigger than a Senate of-
fice and know how to deal with
crises that require doing more
than what Schumer and Pelosi
say. Governors and mayors
hold the fate of their citizens in
their hands.

So here’s my absolute favor-
ite. A female mayor for whom I
have more respect than anyone
in politics, who would abso-
lutely be great — brilliant and
gracious. Biden would like her.
So would most Americans. She
does not drip of politics, but of
compassion.

Jenny Durkan is the mayor of
Seattle, the city with the nurs-
ing home, that got killed by the
coronavirus. I would call Jenny
a liberal. In Washington, she

jokes with me, they call her a
moderate: a lesbian with the
same partner for decades (also
a wonderful woman) and two
boys at the University of South-
ern California. She was a law-
yer in the Justice Department
and an adviser to a former gov-
ernor. Former President Barack
Obama appointed her to be the
U.S. attorney in Washington.
She managed to win the respect
of just about everybody (no
easy task for a prosecutor), and
when then-Seattle Mayor Tim
Burgess ran into a problem that
would certainly complicate his
reelection, the Democratic Par-
ty drafted her. She won hand-
ily, and her approval rating was
over 60% before this started.
She has actually reduced the
homeless population in Seattle.

Sorry, but New York Mayor
Bill de Blasio has blustered on
television; I’m not nominating
him. But Jenny? You’ve proba-
bly seen her or read her quotes,
even if you didn’t recognize
her. She is articulate, forceful,
compassionate and determined.
She is not cowering in fear of
the civil liberties attack. She
is calming fears and demand-
ing what her city needs, a city
second only to New York in the
terror residents are seeing. She
is so smart. She has never wa-
vered. She listens to scientists.
Her approval rating is sky-
high.

But it’s the compassion that
radiates, the lack of political
artifice, the executive strength.
Jenny for VP. (And - don’t
laugh — I said that 35 years ago
about a little-known congress-
man from Queens ...)
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WE WILL BE
CLOSED UNTIL
THE GOVERNOR
SAYS IT'S SAFE
TO RE-OPEN.

BE

GAFE EVERYONE

Associated Press

A closed sign is shown at Romeo & Juliet Furniture and Appliances with an empty parking lot Thursday in Detroit.

Report: 701,000 jobs lost

WASHINGTON (AP) — A record-long
streak of U.S. job growth ended suddenly
in March after nearly a decade as employ-
ers cut 701,000 jobs because of the viral
outbreak that’s all but shut down the U.S.
economy. The unemployment rate jumped
to 4.4% from a 50-year low of 3.5%.

The monthly job loss reported Friday by
the government, the worst since the depths
of the Great Recession in 2009, is still just
a small indication of what’s to come. Last
month’s actual losses were likely even larger
because the government surveyed employers
before the heaviest layoffs hit in the past two
weeks. Nearly 10 million Americans applied
for unemployment benefits in the final two
weeks of March, far exceeding the figure for
any corresponding period on record.

Virus-induced shutdowns have forced
widespread layoffs throughout the economy;,
from hotels, restaurants and movie theaters
to auto factories, department stores and ad-
ministrative offices. The nearly full point
increase in the unemployment rate from
February to March was the sharpest monthly
rise since 1975.

One sign of how painfully deep the job
losses will likely prove to be: During its
nearly decade-long hiring streak, the U.S.

economy added 22.8 million jobs. Econo-
mists expect the April jobs report being re-
leased in early May to show that nearly all
those jobs will have been lost.

Roughly two-thirds of the job cuts during
March were at restaurants, hotels and casi-
nos, which shed 459,000 jobs. Retailers lost
46,000, manufacturers 18,000.

As recently as February, U.S. employers
had added 273,000 jobs. Some economists
have now forecast that the unemployment
rate could go as high as 15% within the next
month. That rate would be the worst since
the 1930s. During the Great Recession, un-
employment peaked at 10%.

More than 90% of the U.S. population is
now living under some version of a shut-
down order, which has forced the closure
of bars, restaurants, movie theaters, facto-
ries, gyms and most other businesses. Some
hotels are closed; others are largely empty.
Fast-food chains are either closed or provid-
ing only drive-through service, costing thou-
sands of jobs.

With business activity tightly restricted,
analysts expect a stomach-churning reces-
sion. Economists at Goldman Sachs have
forecast that the economy will shrink at an
annual rate of 34% in the April-June quarter

— the worse fall on records dating to World
War 1l. Goldman expects the economy to re-
bound with 19% growth in the third quarter.
But even by the end of next year, the econ-
omy will not have fully recovered from the
damage, Goldman projects.

Robert Kaplan, president of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas, said Thursday on
CNBC that he expects the unemployment
rate to rise to the mid-teens soon, before fall-
ing to about 8% by year’s end.

A key determinant of the economy’s fu-
ture will be whether businesses can survive
the shutdown and rehire many of the work-
ers they laid off. If so, that would help the
economy snap back and avoid the type of
weak recovery that followed the past three
downturns.

So far, some large and small businesses
are still paying for health care benefits and
keeping in touch with their newly laid-off
workers.

But if the virus outbreak forces businesses
to stay closed into the late summer, many
may go bankrupt or won’t have the money
to rehire their old employees.

That would keep unemployment elevated,
depriving potentially millions of people of a
paycheck and slowing the recovery.

MASKS

continued from page 1

experts stress that the germ is
still not fully understood.

U.S. officials have been tell-
ing people to stay at home as
much as possible, and keep at
least 6 feet (2 meters) away
from others when they do go
out. Other advice includes fre-
quent hand washing and not
touching your face.

But until now federal offi-
cials have stopped short of tell-
ing people to cover their faces
out in public.

Scientists can’t rule out that
infected people sometimes ex-
hale COVID-19 virus particles,
rather than just when cough-
ing or sneezing, but there isn’t
enough evidence to show if that
can cause infection, according
to a committee convened by the
National Academies of Scienc-
es, Engineering and Medicine
to advise the White House.

The question has to do with
whether the new coronavirus
spreads mostly by droplets that
don’t linger for long in the air, or
also by tinier “aerosolized” par-
ticles. Certain medical proce-
dures, such as inserting breath-
ing tubes, can create those tiny
particles, which is why health
care workers wear close-fitting
N95 masks during such care.

The committee cited one
study that detected airborne
viral RNA in and just outside
some hospital isolation rooms,
but noted that it was unclear if
that could infect someone.

U.S. Surgeon General Dr.
Jerome Adams has repeatedly
admonished Americans not to
wear face masks, saying they
don’t prevent the people who

wear them from catching the
virus. He and other officials
have stressed that surgical face
masks and other protective
medical equipment have been
in short supply and must be
prioritized for people such as
health-care workers.

The World Health Organiza-
tion on Monday reiterated its
advice that the general popula-
tion doesn’t need to wear masks
unless they’re sick. Since the
epidemic began in China, the
WHO has said masks are for the
sick and people caring for them.

“There is no specific evidence
to suggest that the wearing of
masks by the mass population
has any particular benefit,”
WHO’s epidemic chief Dr.
Mike Ryan said during a news
conference. “In fact, there’s
some evidence to suggest the
opposite,” he added, noting
risks from an improperly fitted
mask or improperly putting it
on or taking it off.

That’s in addition to the
problem that health care work-
ers who do need masks are
facing “a massive global short-
age,” Ryan said. “The thought
of them not having masks is
horrific, so we have to be very
careful on supply, but that is
not the primary reason why
WHO has advised against us-
ing masks.”

Many people have taken it
upon themselves to make their
own masks, but one North
Carolina health system found
that such DIY products vary in
how well they work. Wake For-
est Baptist Health doctors and
scientists tested 13 different
designs made by community
volunteers.

AID

continued from page 1

emergency education funding.
But Cuomo has said the amount
is not enough to offset possible
revenue loss and response costs
that have already exceeded $1
billion.

Schools are receiving nearly
the same amount of funding as
last year — about $28 million.
Cuomo had proposed $800 mil-
lion in extra school aid in Janu-
ary. New York will lose out on
extra federal education aid if
funding falls further.

The budget also allows Cuo-
mo’s administration to reduce
healthcare spending this year or
next.

Cuomo had complained New
York would lose out on billions
of dollars in emergency Med-
icaid funds because Congress
prohibited states from restrict-
ing Medicaid until the outbreak
is declared over.

A state task force was tasked
this year to propose trimming
$2.5 billion in Medicaid spend-
ing.

The budget allows Cuomo’s
administration to delay some

Medicaid proposals amid the
crisis — including another 0.5%
in across-the-board Medicaid
payment cuts, a cap on managed
long-term care enrollment and
restrictions on Medicaid-funded
personal care aide programs.

A coalition of several health
consumer groups said cuts dur-
ing or after the pandemic will
devastate struggling hospitals
shouldering the brunt of the out-
break.

Several left-leaning advocacy
groups including VOCAL-NY
slammed lawmakers for failing
to consider higher taxes on the
state’s wealthiest residents to
help provide more revenue for
schools.

Republicans criticized Demo-
crats for including a host of new
laws in the budget that have
received little public scrutiny
in recent weeks: from the le-
galization of paid surrogacy, to
a ban on Styrofoam containers,
a sweeping new paid sick leave
law, an expansion of prevailing
wage mandates, a ban on fla-
vored vaping, a new small-donor
public financing system, and an
increased ballot threshold mak-

ing it harder for third parties to
qualify for the ballot.

New York will also legal-
ize e-bikes and e-scooters, add
E Pluribus Unum to the state’s
coat of arms, seize weapons
from certain individuals linked
to possible domestic abuse, es-
tablish a new “domestic act of
terrorism motivated by hate”
felony, and ban high-risk sexual
offenders from rising the MTA.

New York is also tweaking a
law allowing undocumented im-
migrants to apply for drivers’
licenses that drew rebuke from
President Trump’s administra-
tion, which had halted the import
and export of used vehicles in
New York and cut residents from
“trusted traveler” programs.

New York can now share cer-
tain state motor vehicle records
that federal officials say is need-
ed to import and export vehicles
and vet New Yorkers applying
to trusted traveler programs.
The law aims to ensure that data
can’t be used for immigration
enforcement.

Another  budget measure
backed by Cuomo would also
tweak a new state law that start-

HEMP

continued from page 1

the business, Degni said.

Poor planning has also made
potential hemp farmers more
cautious, said Trever Sherman,
the owner of Ithaca Organics in
Freeville.

"There’s a lot of people who
jumped on without a contract set
up,” he said.

Sherman, whose farm pro-
duces CBD oil and CBD-infused
products, has heard about farm-
ers who have been unsuccessful
producing and selling hemp go
out of the business. But he added
many producers remain in the
game, and more are looking to
getinto it.l

Additionally, the hemp market
in the state is saturated with pro-
ducers that grow hemp with low
amounts of CBD, which have
hurt those producers as buyers
want higher concentrations, he

said.

“People that don’t have as
high quality of hemp, they’re
never going to sell it,” he said.

Sherman’s harvest fared well
last year as he grew 40 acres
worth of hemp and sold about
20 acres of it to High End Multi
Processing, LLC in Spencer and
Hype Labs, LLC in Amherst.

He still hasabout 4,000 pounds
worth of hemp in storage.

“Compared to everyone else |
talked with, we did pretty well,”
he said. He’s considering plant-
ing up to 200 acres of hemp this
season.

Like Sherman, Allan Gan-
delman, owner of Main Street
Farms in Cortlandville, said his
production of hemp and CBD
oil were good, but he has heard
about farmers cutting production
because of the overabundance.

COVID-19 has also made
farmers rethink their plans for

how much they’ll grow as the
economy slides toward reces-
sion, he said. “It’s tough to pre-
dict what will happen.”

His hemp business, Head and
Heal, wasn’t affected by the
crash late last year as all of the
hemp and products made from it
are grown and produced at Main
Street Farms. His business was
better able to adjust.

What remains  uncertain
now for farmers like Sherman
and Gandelman lies with how
COVID-19 will affect buyers.

Gandelman said he hasn’t
planted this year’s crop yet, as
he is seeing where the economy
is going and whether stores that
sell his products that have closed
will reopen. He will continue to
sell CBD products from his busi-
ness online, he said.

“We hope the rest of the stores
can open in the next four to six
weeks,” Gandelman said.

ed in January to end cash bail for
90% of crimes, allowing thou-
sands of New Yorkers facing
charges for mostly non-violent
crimes to avoid being held in jail
while awaiting trial.

Republicans and many law
enforcement officials around the
state initially raised concerns
that the law was emptying jails
and endangering the public,
while supporters said cash bail
unjustly oppresses poor and mi-
nority communities.

Cuomo’s proposed tweak in-
cludes making more crimes eli-
gible for bail starting in 90 days
— including felony sex traffick-
ing, money laundering, strangu-
lation, certain hate crimes, crim-
inal possession of a weapon on
school grounds, grand larceny,
escape and failing to register as
a sex offender.

Cuomo said Thursday that his
administration has looked at the
roll-out of the new law: “I think
we made the right change now.”
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> eague rejects
extension for grads
over virus Crisis

By DOUG FEINBERG
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — The Ivy League has
decided not to allow its spring-sport
athletes who had their seasons short-
ened by the coronavirus pandemic to
have an additional year of eligibility as
graduates, despite the NCAA granting
that option earlier this week.

The move, which was announced
Thursday, was consistent for the Ivy
League with its policies. The confer-
ence hasn’t allowed athletes to partici-
pate in any sports as graduates.

“After a number of discussions sur-
rounding the current circumstances, the
Ivy League has decided the League’s
existing eligibility policies will remain
in place, including its longstanding
practice that athletic opportunities are
for undergraduates,” the league said in
a statement.

The NCAA Division I Council voted
Monday to give spring-sport athletes re-
gardless of their year in school a way to
get back the season they lost because of
the new coronavirus, but it did not guar-
antee financial aid to the current crop of
seniors if they return to play next year.
Spring-sport athletes include baseball,
softball and lacrosse players.

Penn athletic director Grace Calhoun,
chairwoman of the NCAA Division |
Council, said ADs in the Ivy League
had many discussions over the past few

Michael Dwyer/Associated Press

Yale’s Jackson Morrill (15), left, is defended by Duke’s Kevin McDonough during a Division | championship final
May 28, 2018, in Foxborough, Massachusetts. The Ivy League won't allow spring-sport athletes who had their
seasons shortened by the coronavirus to get an additional year of eligibility.

weeks about what to do.

“We had hours of conversation since
it’s an extraordinary circumstance,”
she said in a phone interview. “We dis-
cussed allowing institutions to work

with student-athletes up to and includ-

ing allowing them to be grad students.
Or do we hold tight and say our found-
ing principles are what they are.”

In the end, the league decided that
it believes in “undergraduate eligibil-
ity and despite the circumstances we’ll

stick with that,” she said.

Calhoun said decisions ultimately
were going to be made by the school
presidents. For the policy to change, it
would have required six of the eight to
agree on the one-time leniency.

As of Thursday, before the announce-
ment from the conference, nearly 70
Ivy League senior spring-sports ath-
letes had entered the NCAA trans-
fer portal, a person familiar with the
situation told The Associated Press.
The person spoke to the AP on condi-
tion of anonymity because the play-
ers haven’t publicly announced their
moves.

If the Ivy League athletes transfer,
they will count against the scholar-
ship limit for their new schools. The
Division I Council said senior spring
athletes who were in their last year of
eligibility could stay at their current
schools and wouldn’t count against the
scholarship limits for their sports. If
they transferred, they wouldn’t get that
exemption.

Calhoun said she believed 20 or few-
er students from Penn might be affected
by the decision. She expected most of
the senior spring athletes to stay on
track to graduate this spring.

“There are a couple of ways they
could stay at Penn as undergraduates,”
she said. “We’re certainly discourag-
ing this if they took a leave of absence
and came back next year. If a student
slowed down their course work or
picked up an extra major or minor, they
could go beyond the eight semesters.
There are a few ways a student could
find themselves able to capitalize on a
fifth year.”

For an Ivy League athlete to with-
draw from school now and then return
next year, he or she would have to be
readmitted by the school and receive a
waiver from the conference allowing
them to participate.

Mamr League Basehall

Baskethall Hall of Fame

Time for Tomjanovich
to get the call from hall

Rich Hein, Chicago Sun-Times/Associated Press
Ed Farmer works in the broadcast booth before an April 28, 2008, game between the Orioles
and White Sox in Chicago. Farmer, a former All-Star reliever who spent nearly three decades
as a radio broadcaster for the White Sox, has died at 70.

Ed Farmer, All-Star pitcher,
White Sox broadcaster, dies

By ANDREW SELIGMAN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO — Ed Farmer rooted for the White
Sox growing up on Chicago’s South Side and went
on to become an All-Star reliever for them.

Where he really made his mark was in their ra-
dio booth the past three decades. Whether he was
calling no-hitters, chronicling a championship sea-
son in 2005 or simply telling entertaining stories,
Farmer was an inviting voice who brought listeners
along for the ride.

The White Sox said he died Wednesday night
in Los Angeles at age 70 following complications
from an illness.

“He was just kind of like a staple in the scen-
ery of the White Sox,” former White Sox star Paul
Konerko said Thursday.

Farmer was born in suburban Evergreen Park. He
starred in baseball and basketball at St. Rita High
and went on to pitch for eight teams over 11 sea-
sons, going 30-43 with 75 saves.

Farmer’s best years were with the White Sox
from 1979-81. He was an All-Star in 1980, when he
saved 30 games — then a club record.

Farmer worked as a major league scout for the
Baltimore Orioles and spent time in the White Sox’s
front office before joining the radio booth on a part-
time basis in 1991. He settled in as a full-time ana-
lyst alongside announcer John Rooney from 1992
to 2005. Farmer assumed play-by-play duties in
2006 and completed his 29th season in the booth
in 2019.

“He called no-hitters, perfect games and of
course, a World Series championship,” White Sox
chairman Jerry Reinsdorf said in a statement. “His
experience as a major league All-Star pitcher, his
wry sense of clubhouse humor, his love of base-

ball and his passion for the White Sox combined to
make White Sox radio broadcasts the sound of sum-
mer for millions of fans. Ed grew up a Sox fan on
the south side of Chicago and his allegiance showed
every single night on the radio as he welcomed his
‘friends’ to the broadcast.”

Farmer called perfect games by Mark Buehrle
against Tampa Bay in 2009 and Phillip Humber at
Seattle in 2012 as well as Hall of Famer Jim Thome’s
500th homer. Just as notable as the events he wit-
nessed were the relationships he developed and the
impact he had on the booth and the franchise.

Darrin Jackson, his broadcast partner since 2009,
recalled Farmer bringing him along to golf with for-
mer President George W. Bush.

“All he (Farmer) did was put a phone call in and
say, ‘I want to get together with you and play some
golf,”” said Jackson, a former outfielder whose
bond with Farmer developed when he played for
the White Sox in 1994. “(Bush) said, ‘Bring Darrin
along and we’ll play.’ I don’t think you could have a
friend that had higher-ups than Ed Farmer did and I
was fortunate enough to meet most of them.”

A choked-up Jackson said the booth was a unique
place with Farmer.

“There was nobody in Chicago or anywhere else
that would bring in more new fans to that organi-
zation than Ed Farmer,” he said. “You could be a
Cardinal fan. You could be a fan of anybody and he
would have you up in our booth and you’d be con-
verted instantly. He’s that guy. ... It was something
special to be around.”

Farmer battled Polycystic Kidney Disease — an
inherited disorder that causes the organ to enlarge
and lose function, according to the Mayo Clinic —
and became an advocate for organ donation after a
transplant from his brother in 1991.

By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

The votes are in, and word is about to come
if this, finally, is the year that former Houston
Rockets coach Rudy Tomjanovich gets the call
from the Basketball Hall of Fame.

He’s due.

“Long overdue,”
Popovich said.

The opinions that matter are held by the 24
people who submitted their ballots to decide
who goes into this
year’s class, which
will be announced on
Saturday. Candidates
need 75% of the vote — 18 ballots — to earn
the congratulatory phone call from Basketball
Hall President and CEO John Doleva.

The late Los Angeles Lakers legend Kobe
Bryant, San Antonio great Tim Duncan and
former Minnesota and Boston star Kevin Gar-
nett headline this class, and it’s assumed they’ll
all be officially announced Saturday. They’re
first-time finalists, as is four-time Olympic gold
medalist Tamika Catchings.

The other finalists have been close before:
Baylor women’s coach Kim Mulkey, Bentley
women’s coach Barbara Stevens, two-time
AP college coach of the year Eddie Sutton are
among them.

Tomjanovich is the other.

He is one of nine NBA coaches to win back-
to-back championships, one of 14 coaches with
two or more NBA championships. Consider the
other 13: Phil Jackson, Red Auerbach, Pat Ri-
ley, Popovich, John Kundla, Steve Kerr, Chuck
Daly, Alex Hannum, Red Holzman, K.C. Jones,
Bill Russell, Tom Heinsohn and Erik Spoelstra.

Popovich, Kerr and Spoelstra are still active.
The other 10 are in the Hall of Fame, although
it should be noted that Jones and Russell made
it as players. Doesn’t matter. They’re in.

Tomjanovich should join them.

There’s no shortage of people around the
NBA who say so. Spoelstra was asked earlier
this week about how Bryant, Duncan and Gar-
nett being enshrinees will give fans something
to think about Saturday other than the coronavi-
rus pandemic for at least a few minutes.

Without prompting, Spoelstra pivoted his
comments toward Tomjanovich, who had the
Rockets atop the NBA world when he started
working in the Heat video room a quarter-cen-
tury ago.

“When I first came into the league, he had the
back-to-back championships and he did it with such
great class and the iconic statement where he said
(don’t ever) ‘underestimate the heart of a champi-
on,”” Spoelstra said. “All of us that are in the coach-
ing business look up to the guys like Rudy.”

Tomjanovich has far more to tout than two
NBA championships. Consider his other re-
sume highlights: All-American and still career
rebounding leader at Michigan, No. 2 pick in

San Antonio coach Gregg

Analysis

Michael S. Green/Associated Press

Rudy Tomjanovich, working as the Rock-
ets’ coach Jan. 18, 1998, signals to his
team during a game against the Bulls in
Chicago.

the 1970 NBA draft, five-time NBA All-Star
player (a total that likely would have been six
had his 1977-78 season not been ruined by Ker-
mit Washington’s punch that left Tomjanovich
with life-threatening injuries), coach of the U.S.
team that took CBA players to the world cham-
pionships in 1998 because of an NBA lock-
out and won bronze anyway, and coach of the
NBA-filled U.S. Olympic team that won gold at
the Sydney Games in 2000.

He went to China and helped broker the deal
that allowed Houston to draft Yao Ming, even
convincing Yao’s parents that he would look af-
ter their son. He took the Rockets to the 1995
NBA title as a No. 6 seed, the lowest-seeded
champion in league history, the run that led to
his “heart of a champion” cry. He turned Hous-
ton from Choke City into Clutch City, a moni-
ker that sticks today.

And here’s an example of how revered he
was: The Pro Basketball Writers Association
gives out an annual award to “the coach who
best combines excellence in his craft with co-
operation with the media and fans.” It is named
for Tomjanovich.

“He is a very special person to a lot of us,”
said Utah Jazz general manager Dennis Lind-
sey, who once worked with Tomjanovich in
Houston.

Lindsey also notes that Tomjanovich was an in-
novator: The role of video coordinators and edit-
ing, a mainstay in the NBA today, began to truly
emerge when Tomjanovich was with the Rockets.

“Rudy helped start an industry inside of our
business,” Lindsey said. “And when you study
like these guys studied, it teaches you the league.
Rudy gets a lot of that credit.”

e
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Hockey

Players In minors face uncertainty, job fears

By STEPHEN WHYNO
AP Hockey Writer

Tim Harrison made the long drive
from South Carolina to his home just
south of Boston with a lot on his mind.

The ECHL season had just been can-
celed because of the coronavirus pan-
demic, and the 26-year-old wondered if
he’d need to dig for oysters on the beach
or do odd jobs around the neighborhood
to make ends meet. He and many fellow
minor hockey league players are strug-
gling and don’t know how they will af-
ford to get to next season.

“I’m obviously going to try my best
to do what | can to whip up some mon-
ey, but it might take a couple weeks be-
fore | can even do that,” Harrison said.
“Just not knowing what’s going to hap-
pen and how I’m going to survive the
next couple months is probably the big-
gest worry.”

The 26-team ECHL —a developmen-
tal pro league just below the American
Hockey League — canceled its season
in mid-March, three weeks before the
playoffs. Final paychecks came March
16, a significant blow to more than 400
players on ECHL-only contracts who
make an average of $700-725 per week,
less than $3,000 per month.

Players on NHL deals continue to be
paid while the season is suspended, but
ECHL teams couldn’t afford to follow
the same path. Hockey players in the
minors face an uncertain future and even
offseason jobs could be hard to come by.

L. Todd Spencer, The Virginian-Pilot/Associated Press

A shot by Norfolk Admirals’ player Alex Pompeo (25), right, deflects into
the air off Adirondack Thunder goalie J.P. Anderson (1) during an ECHL
game Jan. 4, 2017, in Norfolk, Virginia. The ECHL season was canceled
because of the coronavirus pandemic.

“I kind of figured that 1’d be able to
just get maybe a labor or summer job
at the end of the season,” said 29-year-
old forward James Henry, a veteran of
seven ECHL seasons. “With how ev-
erything’s going and everything being
closed, that seems like a more difficult
job to obtain right now.”

Harrison and South Carolina Sting-
rays teammate Tom Parisi thought
they’d be preparing for a playoff run
that would have meant bonus checks
deep into the spring. Instead, Parisi —
who left hockey briefly to take a finance
job — is considering hanging up his
skates for good.

“Honestly, I think everything’s on the
table,” Parisi said.

He’s not alone. Blake Kessel, brother
of Arizona Coyotes winger Phil Kes-
sel and Olympic gold-medal-winning
forward Amanda Kessel, has bounced
around to five different leagues and
wondered if this season would be his
last at age 30.

“As you get a little older, if you’re still
inthe (ECHL), obviously you’re not mak-
ing a ton of money,” Kessel said. “Some
guys might have to just retire and take a
more stable job, if they can find it.”

Professional Hockey Players Associ-
ation executive director Larry Landon
said the organization will contribute
the first $200,000 into the COVID-19
ECHL Players Relief Fund, which
launched Wednesday.

“The creation of this fund is one of
the next steps in coming together to help
our players that are in the most need at
this time,” ECHL Commissioner Ryan
Crelin said.

Landon knows the fund won’t be
able to give players 100% of what they
would have earned, but hopes members
look into the career-enhancement pro-
gram for ideas on life beyond the sport.

Riley Weselowski, a 35-year-old de-
fenseman for Wichita, counts himself
fortunate that his wife has a full-time
job in the medical field and the couple
has enough savings to last a couple of
months. Many players make money
over the summer by running or helping

out at hockey camps, but those are in
doubt during the pandemic.

“If this really drags on and we start
looking into June, July, we’re going to
be hurt obviously a lot worse,” Wesel-
owski said. “If it ever did come to that
and it drags out that long, I think we’ll
have much bigger problems than just
worrying about that and obviously the
country being in a pretty bad spot if it
does drag out that long.”

ECHL players are quick to say there
are others around the world with big-
ger problems. They are grateful to have
health care paid for through June 30.
And there are efforts underway to help.

“A lot of us have been talking and
trying to continue to find ways to help
them out,” 32-year-old AHL forward
Brett Sutter said. “Guys there have
families, and there’s how they make a
living chasing their dreams.”

Landon said some players are liter-
ally hurting because they can’t get an
elective surgery, such as repairing a
torn labrum. He is also concerned about
what the ECHL might look like when
it returns, a sentiment a league spokes-
man did not immediately respond to a
request for comment on.

“I think we had some teams on the edge
of the cliff,” Landon said “It’s important
for us to keep that in place for the play-
ers and the teams that actually endure
this pandemic, and hopefully we salvage
as many teams as possible for next year
where the guys need to work.”

World Games

National Football League

World Games postponed until ’22

PAUL NEWBERRY
AP Sports Writer

The World Games is a showcase for
athletes who compete in eclectic array
of sports that have one thing in com-
mon: They are not part of the regular
Olympic program.

Now, they’ll have to wait an extra
year to take part in their Olympic-style
competition because of the Tokyo
Summer Games being pushed back to
2021.

Joining the parade of postponed
events in the midst of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, officials announced
Thursday the 11th edition of the World
Games in Birmingham, Alabama will
now be held in the summer of 2022.

The new dates are July 7-17 for a
sprawling competition that will feature
disciplines such as tug of war, orien-
teering, korfball, billiards, sumo, life-
saving and dance.

“It’s not an easy decision, but it’s the
right decision for our athletes, for our
fans, and for our community,” Nick
Sellers, CEO of the Birmingham Orga-
nizing Committee, told The Associated
Press in a telephone interview.

The World Games were initially set
for July 15-25, 2021, but a change was
hastily arranged after the International
Olympic Committee approved new
dates for Tokyo this week.

The Summer Games will now be
held July 23-Aug. 8, 2021, which
would have overlapped with the last
three days of the World Games. The
lesser-known competition was forced
to search for new dates, in large part
because NBC Sports is the American
broadcast outlet for both competitions.

There was some consideration of
moving either earlier or later in 2021,
but Sellers said the best option was a
yearlong postponement.

“”The only window that made sense
was the summer of 2022,” he said.
“You’d be competing with too many
other national and international sport-
ing events in spring and fall of 2021.”

Team Sweden pulls during the men’s Tug of War event at the World
Games on July 14, 2005, in Duisburg, Germany. Officials announced
Thursday that the 11th edition of the World Games will be held in the

summer of 2022.

The change could actually benefit
the World Games in several ways.

Protective Stadium, a new 45,000-
seat football venue under construction
near downtown Birmingham, is set to
open in the fall of 2021. The $174 mil-
lion facility was not included in the
the original venue plan for the World
Games, but it could be added now -
perhaps as the site of the opening or
closing ceremony.

Also, a $123 million renovation of
Legacy Arena, the city’s major indoor
sports venue and part of the Birming-
ham Jefferson Convention Complex,
could be completed in time for it to be
used during the World Games.

Sellers said the organizing commit-
tee is committed to aging Legion Field
playing a key role in the games, along
with other venues such as Regions Field,
Railroad Park, Boutwell Auditorium,
the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham and Barber Motorsports Park.

Delaying the World Games to 2022
could have economic benefits, as well.

Michael Sohn/Associated Press

“More time is a good thing right
now,” Sellers said. “We’ll have a little
bit more time for the dust to settle and
people to get back to everyday, normal
lives. That gives us more time to bring
on new sponsors and promote this
event in a bigger way.”

The last World Games were held in
Wroclaw, Poland in 2017.

Some 3,600 athletes from more than
100 countries are schedule to compete
in the World Games, which is being
billed as the largest sporting event in
the American South since the 1996 At-
lanta Olympics.

It’s also a chance for Birmingham
to present a new image to the world
beyond the ugly racial images of the
1960s, when Alabama’s largest city
was a key battleground in the Civil
Rights Movement.

“The World Games provides a spe-
cial platform to showcase a new Bir-
mingham to the world,” Sellers said.
“The world is going to be in for a real

pleasant surprise.”

Bills valued Diggs’ experience
over adding receiver in draft

By JOHN WAWROW
AP Sports Writer

BUFFALO — Stefon Diggs land-
ing in Buffalo was a direct result of the
new coronavirus pandemic potentially
disrupting the NFL’s offseason practice
schedule.

Bills general manager Brandon Beane
altered his approach in filling the Bills’
most pressing need at receiver.

By acquiring Diggs in a trade with
Minnesota last month, Beane
opted to add an established
player who could immediate-
ly step into the lineup, rather
than risk waiting for a rookie
to grow into the role with lim-
ited practice time.

“You know the draft is
stacked with receivers, but |
think it became ever-prescient
with what’s going on around
us that we don’t know what
kind of offseason we’ll have,” Beane
said Thursday.

“| just felt like it was going to be real-
ly hard, unless I traded up really high to
find a guy that I know could walk in on
Day 1, let’s just say August, before we
get back to things,” he said. “I just felt a
proven commaodity was worth this.”

Though the NFL is going ahead with
holding its draft this month, players
have been asked to self-isolate and are
barred from working out at team facili-
ties. The league has also postponed the
start of teams’ offseason workout pro-
grams, which were scheduled to begin
as early as Monday.

Beane paid a big price by trading
away four draft picks, including Buf-
falo’s first-round selection (22nd over-
all) this year, to acquire Diggs. Beane
justified his decision to add Diggs by
saying he wasn’t certain who would
still be available when it came time for
Buffalo to make its first-round pick in
the receivers-loaded draft.

And question marks remained even

Diggs

when Beane factored in trading up in
the draft order. He calculated the Bills
could have moved up to no higher than
the 18th pick, based on the team’s lim-
ited trade assets.

Entering his sixth NFL season, Diggs
is an established downfield threat who
has topped 1,000 yards receiving in
each of his past two years. He has the
potential of providing Buffalo’s Josh
Allen-led offense a primary deep threat
it had previously been miss-
ing, and joins a group of es-
tablished receivers rounded
out by John Brown and Cole
Beasley.
| In his first comments since

completing the trade on March
16, Beane acknowledged he
began changing his thought
| process at a time when the
severity of the pandemic was
first being realized.

With all North American sporting
events either canceled or postponed in-
definitely, Beane took into account how
much time NFL teams might have to pre-
pare for the upcoming season with what
could be a limited practice schedule.

And Diggs wasn’t the only option,
Beane said. Without going into specif-
ics, he noted having had discussions
with veteran free-agent receivers.

Beane’s interest in Diggs dates to
last season, when he first broached the
possibility of a trade with the Vikings.
After Minnesota rejected Buffalo’s of-
fers, Beane said the two sides resumed
discussions this offseason.

Beane said the deal came together in
a matter of hours, and after the Vikings
informed the Bills they had several oth-
er offers on the table.

Diggs arrives in Buffalo with ques-
tions about his character after he com-
plained about his role in Minnesota.
Last year, Diggs was fined more than
$200,000 for skipping two days of team
activities following a loss to Chicago.

College Sports

Survey: Athletic directors bracing for financial crisis

By RALPH D, RUSSO
AP College Sports Writer

Athletic directors at the nation’s biggest sports
schools are bracing for a potential financial crisis
related to the coronavirus pandemic.

According to a survey released Thursday by
LEAD1, an association of athletic directors from
130 major college football schools, 63% forecast
a worst-case scenario in which their revenues de-
crease by at least 20% during the 2020-21 school
year. Even an abbreviated football season could
cause schools to lose that much.

LEAD1 and Teamworks, a company that cre-
ated an app designed to help keep teams and ath-
letic departments connected, conducted the survey
of more than 100 ADs from schools in Division I’s
Football Bowl Subdivision. “The State of Athlet-
ics in the Face of the Coronavirus” provides a so-
bering glimpse of the top concerns for the wealthi-
est athletic departments in the country.

The NCAA canceled winter and spring sports on
March 12, separating thousands of college athletes
from teammates and coaches and leaving them un-
able to practice and compete.

Athletic directors surveyed said their greatest
concerns about their athletes over the next three
months were academic progress, mental health and

Gerald Herbert/Associated Press
LSU wide receiver Justin Jefferson runs over
Clemson cornerback Derion Kendrick dur-
ing an NCAA national championship game
Jan. 13, 2020, in New Orleans.

a lack of resources for them while off campus.
And then there are the financial concerns.
Canceling the men’s Division | basketball tour-

nament cost the NCAA $375 million it was sched-

uled to distribute to its member schools.
Asked for their worst-case scenario analysis, 65%

of the athletic directors said revenue for the 2019-

20 fiscal year would drop from 0-20%, including
35% expecting a decrease ranging from 0-10%.

Some schools are already taking steps to deal
with this year’s shortfalls.

lowa State has announced a one-year, tempo-
rary pay reduction for coaches and certain staff to
save more than $3 million. The school will also
suspend bonuses for coaches for a year to save an-
other $1 million.

“So much has changed in the world in a very
short time,” athletic director Jamie Pollard said in
an open letter to Cyclones fans. “It is even more
daunting to realize our world will keep changing
at a rapid pace for the foreseeable future.”

Wyoming athletic director Tom Burman an-
nounced on Twitter he would be reducing his sal-
ary by 10% through Dec. 31.

In the LEAD1 survey, 40% of the 95 ADs who
responded said they approve and strongly approve
when asked if they believe high-earners should
voluntarily offer to make a personal financial sac-
rifice during the crisis; about 15% disapproved or
strongly disapproved.

Football season is six months away and for most
FBS schools it is by far the biggest revenue driver.
Any disruption to the football season could be
devastating to college sports because that revenue

funds just about every other athletic program.

“We often hear from ADs and MMR (multi-
media rights) sellers that around 85% of revenue
comes from football,” said Matt Balvanz, senior
vice president for analytics for Navigate, a sports
marketing consulting firm.

He said the average Power Five school makes
around $120 million in revenue per year, “which
means roughly $100 million per year from football.”

For the average Power Five team, a home game
is worth $14 million, including its value from a
television rights deals, which is over 10% of aver-
age total revenue, Balvanz said.

“Larger departments can likely absorb a 10% loss,
but ifthat increases to 20% and 30% with more games
lost then that could be a major issue,” he said.

Playing games without fan in the stands? Balva-
nz said the average Power Five school gets some
$30 million in ticket sales. If 85% of that is from
football, that’s a loss of $25 million.

Athletic directors surveyed by LEAD1 were
asked what revenue streams were they most con-
cerned about. Donations and ticket sales received
the most votes. Balvanz said a typical Power Five
school brings in around $20 million to $30 million
per year in donations, which could also take a hit
in a struggling economy.
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Astrological Forecast

By Magi Helena
Friday, April 3, 2020

BIRTHDAY STAR: Actress
Amanda Righetti was born in
St. George, Utah, on this date
in 1983. This birthday star por-
trayed Grace Van Pelt on “The
Mentalist” from 2008 to 2015.
She also starred as Maddie on
“Colony” and has appeared on
episodes of “Chicago Fire,”
“Chicago P.D.” and “Entou-
rage.” Onthe big screen, Righet-
ti’s film work includes “Cats
Dancing on Jupiter,” “Captain
America: The First Avenger”
and “Friday the 13th.”

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Your special someone could
have a list of jobs that need to be
addressed, but try to find ways
to take care of business and still
have time for a pastime.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Snap decisions might turn the
tables on someone or turn your
own plans upside down. Fore-
see consequences of a change
of plans and carefully consider
the logical sequence of events.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Getting things organized so
they present a pleasing ap-
pearance might be a good way
to spend your weekend. You
probably take your responsi-
bilities within a group setting
seriously.

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Your mate’s plans can affect
your bank account in a good
way. You might notice that
your resources are enriched by
sharing assets and liabilities.
Romantic ideas can be sparked
if you work together outdoors.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
dden changes may be tested. A
business matter or homework
assignment could be challeng-
ing. Your partner may be glued
to your side and can make any
errand or task more enjoyable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Entertaining at home could be
beneficial. You may be more
satisfied if you aim your efforts
at more practical matters or at
business-related tasks.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Getting everything arranged

within the household could be
at the top of your weekend to-
do list. You can invite the entire
family to help you clean out the
garage or basement and turn
it into a more organized and
functional environment.

SCORPIO  (Oct. 23-
Nov. 21): Quenching a part-
ner’s thirst for adventure may
require patience and planning.
You may need to look up the
best hours to go on a field trip,
or pack a lunch for a spur-of-
the-moment hike or bike ride.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): Consider donating
things that have outworn their
usefulness. Indulge your cre-
ative side — there are many
fun ways to repurpose things
you already own.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): If you take good care
of your relationships and mate-
rial possessions, they will last
longer. Don’t be surprised if
a “simple” job becomes more
complicated than you thought.

AQUARIUS (Jan.  20-
Feb. 18): Although you enjoy
social gatherings, some unpre-
dictable events could change
the mood of your day. A family
member’s routine could stray
from the norm and force you to
position yourself differently.

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20): You should find
plenty of reasons to be proud
of your loved ones and partner.
You can accept them despite
their imperfections. There will
be plenty of home-based activi-
ties to share with people.

IF APRIL 4 IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: You usually ex-
pect to have the best, and you
are likely to get it as the next
four weeks pass by. The smart
handling of money and career
could be at the center of every-
thing you do in late April and
early May. Because you are
ambitious, you might pack-
age yourself well and be ready
for successful job interviews
in late May, when your charm
and attractiveness is at a high
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: EVERYONE ADMITS
THAT LOVE IS WONDERFUL AND NECESSARY,
BUT NO ONE CAN AGREE ON WHAT IT IS.
— DIANE ACKERMAN

Word of the Day

pleonasm (pPLEE-uh-naz-um)

Definition: (noun) 1) the use of more words than those
necessary to denote mere sense (as in the man he said);
redundancy 2) an instance or example of pleonasm

Did you know?: Pleonasm, which stems (via Late Latin)
from the Greek verb pleonazein, meaning “to be exces-
sive,” is a fancy word for “redundancy.” It's related to our
words plus and plenty, and ultimately it goes back to the
Greek word for “more,” which is pleon.

— Courtesy Merriam Webster Online
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Offerings

Grace Christian Fellowship
offers online service Sunday

All are invited to join online worship Sunday at Grace Christian
Fellowship.

Services are available through the church website www.gcfcort-
land.org or via Facebook (Grace Christian Fellowship). The com-
plete service including music and a message will be posted at 9 a.m.
Sunday and will available all week.

Associate Pastor Nick Dunn’s message this week is “God’s Word
Never Fails” based on Romans 9-11.

All may celebrate Easter with Grace Christian online April 15 via
the church website or social media.

Grace Christian is serving as a “host church” for Family Life’s
“Blended and Blessed” livestream event from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. April
25. The event is for stepfamily couples, single parents, dating cou-
ples with kids and those who care about blended families. For more
information go to the church website or check out the church’s event
page on Facebook.

The church’s large group activities, including corporate worship
and youth group, are currently suspended during the coronavirus
outbreak.

Visit the church website, like the church on Instagram and check
out Facebook for updates.

The church will continue to provide pastoral care.

Call 607-749-3233 or visit the church website for more details.

United Presbyterian Church
to live-stream Sunday service

The United Presbyterian Church of Cortland will live-stream a
worship service at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Visit the church’s website at www.unitedpresbyterian.net or its
Facebook page for more details.

Call the church office at 607-756-5689 for more information, to re-
ceive a copy of the monthly church newsletter or to leave a message.
Email the church office at officeadmin@unitedpresbyterian.net.

Homer First United Methodist
to mark Jesus’ entry in Jerusalem

Homer First United Methodist Church is suspending all in-person
gatherings until further notice because of coronavirus.

The church will offer a YouTube live-streaming worship service
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday.

The Rev. Park’s message titled “Jesus’ Triumphal Entry Into Jeru-
salem” is based on Matthew 21:1-11.

The church will also offer a live-streaming service at 7 p.m. Good
Friday.

The Rev. Park’s message titled “The Passion of the Christ for Us”
is based on Matthew 26:47-68, 27: 46-50.

Join the live-streaming service via Facebook at www.facebook.
com/homerlstumc; via the church YouTube channel at www.you-
tube.com/channel/UCi3t9V9f4VGCP43cUiZuZrA; or via the
church website at www.homerfirst.org.

The food pantry remains open from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tues-
days.

Virgil, Homer Avenue churches
to join for online service Sunday

The Virgil and Homer Avenue United Methodist churches will join
in an online service at 10 a.m. Sunday to celebrate Palm Sunday.

There will be special music and the congregational hymn will be
“You Are My All in All.” The readings will be Isaiah 50:4-9a; Phi-
lippians 2:5-11 and Matthew 21:1-11. The sermon will be the fifth in
the “Giving it Up Series” and is titled “Giving Up Popularity.”

All are welcome to join via Facebook on either church Facebook
pages.
First Presbyterian in Marathon set

for a ‘Procession of Branches’

The worship service for Palm Sunday will be communicated
through e-mail this week at the First Presbyterian Church of Mara-
thon.

There will be an abbreviated order of worship for participants to
follow.

Pastor Doug’s sermon titled “A Procession With Branches” is
based on Psalm 118:1-2,19-29.

The message holds: This is the day for parades of joy and won-
drous expectation. In the present world of crisis, the faithful need
to enter into the gates of Creation by walking (as in a parade) in
celebration for all of God’s blessings, and yes, even including one’s
daily challenges.

Christian Science Bible lesson
to explore topic of ‘Unreality’

In his Psalms, David advises: “Happy are those who trust in the
Lord,” and “the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.”

The Christian Science Bible lesson this week titled “Unreality” is
a reminder to focus on God.

The story of Jehoshaphat is told, where God tells him to not worry
about a battle, but “set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salva-
tion of the Lord with you...for the battle is not yours, but God’s.” (Il
Chronicles)

Other citations include Jesus telling the parable of sowing seed —
and an enemy adding weeds; and Him healing the nobleman’s son.

In her textbook “Science and Health,” Mary Baker Eddy writes:
“If God, or good, is real, then evil, the unlikeness of God, is unreal.”
and “Step by step will those who trust Him find that “God is our
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

To hear the entire Bible lesson, all may join via conference call
at 515-606-5187 (access code 327689#) beginning shortly before
10:30 a.m. Sunday and shortly before 7:30 p.m. Wednesday for a
testimony meeting.

Visit www.christiansciencecortland.com for more information,
other links and inspiration.

St. Anthony’s Church open daily
for personal time of prayer

All public gatherings for Mass, faith formation and parish activi-
ties have been suspended at St. Anthony’s Church in Cortland be-
cause of the coronavirus outbreak.

This now includes the cancelation of liturgical celebrations and
gatherings for Palm Sunday, Chrism Mass, Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.

During this time, the faithful are dispensed from their Sunday ob-
ligation to participate in Mass.

St. Anthony’s Church will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily for
a personal time of prayer. Priests will be available for confessions by
appointment and for the anointing of the sick.

The parish office is closed, but the office can be called at 607-756-
9967. Follow prompts to leave a message and calls will be returned
as soon as possible.

Until public Masses are reinstated, the priests at St. Anthony’s will
be live-streaming Masses at 9 a.m. daily and 10 a.m. Sunday on the
St. Mary’s Facebook page. Bishop Lucia’s daily Mass will be live-
streamed at www.syracusediocese.org.

Weekly bulletins will be available by Friday at church or online
at www.saintanthonyofcortland.com or at www.DiscoverMass.com
and typing in St. Mary and 13045 when prompted.

Unitarian Universalist Church
to offer online service Sunday

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Cortland will worship on-
line at 10 a.m. Sunday.

Trustee Marion Lutz will lead a multicongregational Zoom wor-
ship with sibling churches in Big Flats and Athens, Pa. Musician
Brin Taylor will be joining the service.

Visit the church’s website at UUCortland.org or its Facebook page
for the Zoom link and Meeting ID.

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, the church will not be hold-
ing services in person until April 19 at the earliest.

Virtual worship service set
at Homer Congregational Church

Homer Congregational Church continues to provide a virtual wor-
ship service every Sunday.

Alink to this weekend’s 9 a.m. Sunday service can be found on the
church’s website, www.homercc.com.

This weekend, the Rev. Vicki Burtson’s reflection is called “Wait...
What?” and is based on Mark 11:1-11. Jack Carr and Joe Ford will
offer the gift of “The Palms” as the prelude to worship.

To keep up-to-date with the church’s new ways of connecting,
congregants should call 607-749-2604 to request the electronic ver-
sion of important announcements called “Weekday Words.”

St. Margaret’s Church offers time
for personal prayer, reflection

St. Margaret’s Church in Homer has canceled Masses until further
notice.

All activities in the parish are also suspended until further notice.

The church will be open from 8 a.m to noon Sundays for personal
prayer and reflection time. All are asked to follow social distancing
while in the church.

Amid global pandemic,
faith leaders grapple
with funeral services

By JACK JENKINS and
CLAIRE GIANGRAVE
Religion News Service

(RNS) — For Menaka Kan-
nan, it was bad enough when
she heard that a fellow mem-
ber of New York City’s Baha’i
community had contracted the
novel coronavirus. But she was
not emotionally prepared for
the news that came roughly a
week later: He had succumbed
to the infection and died.

“The news of his passing, of
course, is very shocking,” she
said.

As the community grappled
with the grief, a lingering ques-
tion arose: How do you con-
duct a funeral in the midst of a
global pandemic, when a heal-
ing hug is now seen as a poten-
tial death sentence?

It’s a conundrum facing spiri-
tual leaders the world over as
the death toll from the coronavi-
rus mounts, leaving the faithful
in the U.S,, Italy and elsewhere
struggling to amend ancient
burial practices to abide by gov-
ernment recommendations that
advise against gatherings of
more than 10 people or, in some
cases, ban funerals altogether.

For Kannan and other mem-
bers of her community’s “buri-
al task force,” preparing for a
funeral required balancing a
desire to offer spiritual comfort
to the grieving with the need to
shield others against infection.

Preparations for burial quick-
ly took on complex dimensions.
Baha’is often shroud their dead
in white cloth strips crafted by
volunteers, but to observe so-
cial distancing, the traditionally
group-oriented activity became
a more solitary affair: Only two
people were allowed in the city’s
Baha’i center at a time to pre-
pare burial materials, and those
who participated were required
to be 6 feet apart from each oth-
er throughout the process.

“It’s unfortunate that we
won’t be able to do a proper,
well-attended service, but it’s
also really heartwarming to see
that you can still have a burial,”
she said.

Kannan said she was ini-
tially concerned about how
they would navigate the pro-
cess with the funeral home but
found that it already had sys-
tems in place to handle victims
of COVID-19.

“They take all the right pre-
cautions: They use gloves and
masks and whatever they need
to and they even will meet you
outside to sign a paperwork so
that there’s a no-contact hand-
off,” she said.

Kannan’s community, which
numbers only around 1,000
spread across New York City,

also leaned on digital tools that
members had developed to stay
in touch over the past few years.
As news of the death spread,
her fellow faithful convened
Zoom video conference calls to
mourn and share spiritual com-
munity with each other.

“It was tough, because by the
end we had all shared prayers,
we were singing songs and it
still felt spiritually uplifting,
although maybe a little bit less
than it would have if we were
in the same space,” she said.
“There was a moment at the end
where we all kind of got really
teary-eyed because it was bit-
tersweet. We were recognizing
the resilience of our communi-
ties to find connection no mat-
ter what happens, but we also
just miss people, you know?”

Faith groups in other states
are attempting to grapple with
the issue of funerals by institut-
ing new policies designed to of-
fer some semblance of comfort
for the bereaved while keeping
others safe from infection.

On March 24, the Massachu-
setts Council of Churches re-
leased guidelines for Christian
communities wanting to hold
funerals amid the epidemic.
The guidelines — which were
reviewed by local public health
officials — outline a number
of recommendations, such as
planning funerals remotely,
working with the bereaved
to make a list of 10 people
who could feasibly attend a
burial, livestreaming services,
cautioning against in-person
wakes, using gestures instead
of physical hugs and delaying
some or all rituals indefinitely.

“We were very clear in these
guidelines that pastors ac-
knowledge the pain — not just
of the death, but of the grief of
the family upset by the prospect
of a funeral that is not likely as
they imagined,” said the Rev.
Laura Everett, MCC’s execu-
tive director. “It is a profound
act of devotion to a grieving
family to stay away — but it’s
unbelievably hard.”

Meanwhile, for faith leaders
such as the Rev. Mindi Welton-
Mitchell, pastor of Queen Anne
Baptist Church in Seattle, any
funeral is out of the question.
State officials recently banned
funerals in the region for the
foreseeable future, leaving re-
ligious leaders scrambling to
develop strategies for how to
care for the grieving.

This content is written and
produced by Religion News
Service and distributed by The
Associated Press. RNS and AP
partner on some religion news
content. RNS is solely respon-
sible for this story.
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101 ANNOUNCEMENTS

BACK ISSUES
of the
Cortland Standard

may be available up to five
years old. Prices vary
according to age. For more
information or availability,
call the:
Cortland Standard
Circulation Department
at 756-5665 or stop in at
110 Main Street, Cortland.
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* Required for all the fol-
lowing ads before they will
appear in classified:

*POSITIONS WANTED
*FREE ANIMALS
*BABY-SITTING
*MOVING SALES

*TELEPHONE TOLL
CALLS
*WANTED TO RENT
*HOUSE CLEANING
*NO TELEPHONE
LISTING
*SUBLETTING
*APARTMENT SHARING

All advertisements are
subject to credit and copy
check.

Deadlines:

2PM preceding day
11AM on Saturday
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EMPLOYMENT

151 HELP WANTED

CET
THE
JOB DONE!

Full Time Construction
Laborer. M/F don’t need
tools. Must have own car
and license. Hard working
alglply only! Monday-Friday.

ease call only regarding

this job. 607-345-9928.

Full-Time Position available
immediately at Baker-Miller
Lumber. Truck driver with
DL B w/ air brake.
Knowledge of boom &
forklift operation. Customer
oriented with knowledge of
building supplies preferred.
Inquire by phone at
607-898-5851 or by emaiil
at inforequest@bakermiller
.com. 102 W Cortland St
Groton, NY 13073

* Looking For Ways %
To Earn

MONEY

T,

=Y
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Help Wanted Ads
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EMPLOYMENT

151 HELP WANTED

Cincinnatus Central
Schools
Cortland County
Administrative Vacancy:
Director of Pupil

Personnel Services
The Cincinnatus Central
School District has a Direc-
tor of Pupil Personnel Ser-
vices vacancy, effective on
or about July 1, 2020. The
position is a vital leadershi
position in the district, whic
Is committed to the princi-
ples of professional learn-
ing communities, a Multi-
Tiered System of Supports,
and understanding the sci-
ence of teaching reading.
The District supports qualitY
instruction through small
class size, early and inten-
sive intervention, our own
Teacher Center, Mentor
Teacher Program and ad-
ministrative staff developm-

ent.

A‘)plication time frame:
All application materials
must be received by
April 15, 2020.

Application Process: NYS
Administrative Certification
required, 12 month position,
salary competitive and com-
mensurate with experience.
Send a letter of interest im-
mediately with resume
transcripts, three letters of
recommendation or place-
ment file, an application and
a copy of administrative
certification to:

Mr. Todd M. Freeman,
Superintendent of Schools
Attention: Carolyn Nowalk,

Personnel Office
Cincinnatus Central
School District

2809 Cincinnatus Road

Cincinlna(gus, NY 13040

iapply @cc.cnyric.or

Fax: 1-607-86y3-410
applications also accepted

via OLAS

’
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THE CORTLAND
STANDARD
CLASSIFIED SECTION

BIGGER

AND BETTER

NOW WITH LARGER
ADS THAT HAVE
MORE VISIBILITY

AND AS ALWAYS
STILL PUBLISHING
6 DAYS A WEEK!
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NEWSPAPER CARRIERS
City Of Cortland
(Non Motor Route)
Must Be Dependable
and Reliable

Apply in person:
Cortland Standard
Circulation Department
110 Main Street
Cortland, NY
o0 00000 0O0

NOTICE IS GIVEN, THAT
THE Town of Freetown;
Clarence Wright
Superintendent of Highways
of the Town of Freetown of
Cortland County, has a
position available on his
road crew. Must have a
clean CDL/CLASS B
license. For further
information contact
Clarence Wright at
607-849-6372.

RENTALS

355 ROOMS WITHOUT BOARD

GABLE INN
14 PORT WATSON ST.
Clean, Restful. 756-5453

360 ROOMS WITH BOARD

ROOMS for rent with kitch-
en privileges. Refrigerators
in rooms. 423-4244 or
423-4489

380 UNFURNISHED APTS.

Il Nice 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM
apartments. Some newly
remodeled. 1st & securit
required. 607-756-0565,
message.

(lassifiedz:

3 bedroom ground floor
$800. 4 bedroom $800. Full
house Washer & dryer
hookup, fenced in back
yard $950. 607-745-4545

Apartment Owners Assoc.
www.cortlandapartments.com
Student and Non-Student

- OQUIRES .

APARTMENTS

Peaceful, Modern, Private
One &Two Bedroom Luxury
Apartments. First floor
availability. NO PETS
Big Discount for
Senior Citizens
753-1855 Days or

Evenings 756-7473
Kellogg Rd., Cortland

HOMER 2 Bedroom, Laun-
dry room, parking, 1st floor,
no pets, security, referenc-
es. 749-5253

McGRAW NICE 1 bedroom
upper. $600 includes
utilities. Laundry facilities
available. No pets.
607-283-6049

SHERBROOK APARTMENTS
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments
Heat and Hot Water Included
Senior Citizen Discount
NO PETS, Please
(607)-756-6145

vVVvvVvvVvVvVY
Port Watson
Commons
2 Bedroom $850
Newly Remodelled.

Includes heat, hot water,
water/sewer.

758-3427
AAAAAAA

OFFICE SPACE
* % Call 756-5672 * *

430 COMMERCIAL / OFFICE

460 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Classifiezzg:

1000 Ib. Grass Fed Beef

Steer-ready to butcher or

%row. $1,200. Tuxton area.
all 607-842-6628

LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given  Qffice
that an order entered in the
Supreme Court, Cortland
County, on March 3, 2020,
bearing Index Number 20-
219, a ctgf)y of which may be
examined at the office of the
Clerk, located at 46 Green- S
bush 'Street, Cortland, New t
York, grants me the right to
assume the name Tyler Wil-
liam Hampton Forsyth. The
city and state of my present
address are, Cortland, New
York; the month and year of
my birth are May, 2002; the
Rllace of my birth is Elmira,

ew York;” and m

mail

Puckett Solar, LLC. A
Auth., filed with Secy. o
of NY (SSNY) on " 12/16/19.
location:  C
. LLC formed in Dela-
ware (DE) on 5/8/18.
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSN
rocess to: CoEgencK
Global Inc. (CGl), 10 E 40t
10th FI, | 10016.
DE address of LLC: CGI, 850
New Burton Rd, Ste 201, Do-
ver, DE 19904. Arts. of Org.
filed with DE Sec
401 Federal St,
19901. Purpose: any lawful
activity.

. for
tate
be served & sha
Cortland

SSNY  eral Purpose.

shall

SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process aﬁams_t may

mail pro-
cess to 1241 University Ave.,
Rochester, NY 14607. Gen-

60-6t
3/13,20,27, 4/3,10,17

401 Federal St, Dover, DE
19901. Purpose: any lawful
activity.

78-6t
4/3,10,17,24, 5/1,8

LEGAL NOTICE

), 1
FI, NY, NY

Sec. of State of
3/9/2020. ~ Cty:

of State
over, D

78-6t  be served & shal
4/3,10,17,24, 5/1,8

: ] ?/ res-
ent name_is Mikaylla Rose

eral Purpose.

Hampton Forsyth.
P Y 78-1t

LEGAL NOTICE,

NSF Cincinnatus Site 3,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY_(SSNY
3/9/2020. = Cty: Cortland.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process aﬁalns_t may
be served & shall mail pro-
cess to 1241 University Ave.,
Rochester, NY 14607. Gen-

LEGAL NOTICE,

NSF Cincinnatus Site 2,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of
3/9/2020.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process aﬁamst may
be served & sha
cess to 1241 University Ave.,
Rochester, NY 14607. Gen-
eral Purpose.

60-6t
3/13,20,27, 4/3,10,17

LEGAL NOTICE

5471 Telephone Road,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Y (SSNY
. Cortland.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process aﬁams_t may

all mail pro-
cess to 1241 University Ave.,
Rochester, NY 14607. Gen-

60-6t
3/13,20,27, 4/3,10,17

NSF Cincinnatus Site 4,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY_(SSNY
3/9/2020. = Cty: Cortland.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may
be served & shall mail pro-
cess to 1241 University Ave.,
Rochester, NY 14607, Gen-
eral Purpose.

60-6t
3/13,20,27, 4/3,10,17

LEGAL NOTICE

Y (SSNY

Cty:  Cortland.

mail pro-

Office  location:

eral Purpose.

60-6t
3/18,20,27, 4/3,10,17

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Qualification of

LEGAL NOTICE
NSF Cincinnatus Site 1,

Sec. of State of
3/9/2020.

mail " proces
Global Inc. (CGl),
St, 10th FI, NY,

LLC, Arts of Org. filed with New Burton Rd, Ste 201, Do- 78-2t
Y (SSNY ver, DE 19904. Arts. of Org. 4/3,4
Cty: Cortland. filed with DE Secy of State,

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Qualification of
Janis Solar, LLC. Ap
Auth. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on"12/16/19.  of
Cortland
County. LLC formed in Dela-
ware (DE) on 5/8/18. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSN
s to: Coqunc

10 E 40t
t s . NY .
DE address of LLC: CGI, 850

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

NOTICE IS GIVEN, THAT
THE Town of Freetown;,
p. for  Clarence Wright Superinten-
dent of Highways of the Town
Freetown “of Cortland
County, has a position avail-
able on his road crew. Must
have a clean CDL/CLASS B
license. For further informa-
tion contact Clarence Wright
at 607-849-6372.

Clarence Wright
Superintendent of Highways
Town of Freetown

shall

10016

MERCHANDISE

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

460 ARTICLES FOR SALE 730 AUTOMOBILES 730 AUTOMOBILES

*® & ¢ o o
PRINTED
NEWS-PRINT

BUNDLES
(Strapped)

$1.50/Bundle + Tax

Ideal For
Bedding
For Animals

Call The
Cortland Standard

For Availability
756-5665
® 6 ¢ o o

L A8 A A
NEWSPRINT
SCRATCH PADS

Various Sizes

70¢ Ib.+tax
Great For...

Kids to Draw

or Doodle on

-Writing Notes
Shopping Lists
and much more!!!

If Interested,
Stop Into The

Cortland Standard
110 Main St., Cortland

@ & & & @

SELLING
YOUR
VEHICLE?

4 Lines/7 Days

$18.

Additional Lines 75¢ Each

IF YOUR VEHICLE
DOESN’T SELL IN 7
DAYS, WE’LL CALL TO
SEE IF YOU WANT YOUR
AD TO RUN 7 MORE
DAYS FOR FREE!!
*Non Commercial
Private Party Only
Non Refundable

@ & & & @

New-Certified and Pre-Loved
You have an "Uncle”
at Royal Nissan/Royal Subaru
Just Dial (607) 543-1215

EXPECT QUALITY SERVICE FROM
SERVICE EXPERTS DAILY IN THE
CORTLAND STANDARD CLASSIFIED
COLUMNS.

PEOPLE ARE MOVING DAILY. ADVER-
TISE YOUR APARTMENT OR HOUSE
THRU THE CORTLAND STANDARD
CLASSIFIED COLUMNS.

Classifiedze:

*L0 0100
END
ROLLS

-Making Banners
-Special Projects
-Great For Packing
-Covering Tables
-and So Much More!

50¢ Per Pound
+ Tax
< DS <

FREE SKIDS

If you are interested,
stop into the
Cortland Standard
110 Main St., Cortland.

470 BUILDING MATERIALS

Lightweight

Aluminum Sheets
%Press Plates)
3"x27"x.008"

USE THEM FOR:
Insulation, Siding, Roofing
Building Repair, Etc.

Durable, yet easy
to fabricate
can be cut with scissors.

100 sheets $60.00
50 sheets $45.00
25 sheets $30.00
1 sheet $1.50
(Plus Tax)

Call In Advance For
Orders Of 10 Or More

No Delivery Available
Cortland Standard
Inquire Business Office
756-5665

575 WANTED TO BUY

OLD: Jewlery and Full Jew-
elry Boxes, Rings, Pins,
Bracelets, Necklaces, Cam-

eos, Watches, Quality

Costume. Greg 836-9988

VanDee

Grandfather & Granddaughter

BUYING MILK BOTTLES
Call 607-753-1328

VVVVVYyYVYYVYY
Looking To Buy:
Used sports board games,
especially vintage games
from Strat-O-Matic, Statis
Pro, Sports lllustrated and
APBA, but interested in all
sports. If you have those
games or cards/parts asso-
ciated with those games,
call 607-662-4043 or email

me at:
SportsReporter88 @yahoo.com
A A A A A A AAA

730 AUTOMOBILES

MUNSON’S AUTO SALES

& SERVICE
Find A Complete List of Our
Vehicles a?d Service
at:
munsonsautosales.com

607-838-3022

BUSINESSGUIDE

[215 BUSINESS SERVICES

Ottenschot Construction
-Screened Topsoil
-Gravel & Excavation
-Blacktop Paving & Sealing
-Concrete
607-749-2664, 607-543-2664

% DAVE’S TOTAL CARE =
Carpentry, Roofing, Paint-
ing, Sheet Rock, Tree Work,
Snow Removal. Call
423-5856.

Hartleys Auto Service,
Complete Automotive,
Truck, and RV Service.
Open Monday-Saturday
www.cortlandrv.com
607-756-5302

215 BUSINESS SERVICES

* X
SHOWCASE

Your Service
In This Section

and Expand Your
Custo*mer Base
*

300 PAINTING & WALLPAPER

HITCHCOCK PAINTING
Over 23 Years
Interior/Exterior,
Home Improvements,
and Pressure Washing
* % Call 836-1090 * *x

Contract Bridge

Test your play

1. You arc declarer with the West
hand at Five Diamonds, the bidding
having gone:

West North East South
1¢ 28 3e 4 &
44 Pass 54

North leads the king of clubs. How
would you play the hand?

West East
& AKJ7T & Q10
¥852 YK64
¢QJ9863 ®A10752
o L JOR !

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Six Spades, and North leads
the queen of hearts, which you ruff.
When you next play the ace of
spades, North discards a low heart.
How would you continuc?

West East
S AKQ1073 s 54
L YK962
®AQR86 *K7
®Q102 dAKIO4

* kK

1. Ruff the club, lead the queen of
diamonds and fincssc if North fol-
lows low. If the finesse succeeds, you
score 12 ftricks by playing another
trump and cashing four spades, dis-
carding two hearts from dummy.

It the diamond finesse fails, losing

to the singleton king, you're still on
firm ground since the only tricks you
can lose are a diamond and a heart.
(If North shows out on the quecn-of-
diamonds lead, you put up dummy’s
ace and run your spades to assure 11
tricks.)

If you did not take the diamond
finesse, you would go down if North
turncd up with the K-x of trump and
a doubleton spade, and South had the
ace of hearts.

2. Cross to dummy with a club,
finesse the ten of spades, cash the
K-Q and run the clubs until South
ruffs with his last trump. That is the
only trick you will lose. Played this
way, you are certain of the slam,
come what may.

Even if South had no clubs and
ruffed the first club lead, you would
still prevail by later Icading a dia-
mond to the king and taking the
marked trump finesse.

The trap to avoid is entering
dummy with a diamond at trick three
instead of a club. If South had
® J9862 ¥ Axxx ¢ xx % xx, you
would lose the slam by crossing to
dummy with a diamond first since
South could then prevent you from
ever discarding your fourth diamond
on a club.

Tomorrow: Never relax.
02020 King Features Syndicate Inc.

* FREE HEAT

* Rent Includes Cable & Internet,
Hot Water & Trash Removal

* 24 Hr. Emergency Maintenance

Now Pre-Leasing for July...Lock In Your Rent Today!

\ .
Belmont Ridge
59 State Street, Tully
(315) 696-6560 n

Call for availability and pricing.
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Associated Press

The stage is reflected on a glass window at Wells Fargo Arena before the start of the second
day session of the Democratic National Convention on July 26, 2016, in Philadelphia.

Democrats delay 2020
convention until August

By BILL BARROW
Associated Press

Democrats announced Thursday that they were
postponing their presidential nominating conven-
tion until August, an unprecedented move that
shows how the coronavirus is reshaping the battle
for the White House.

The party had hoped that a mid-July convention
would give them more time to rally behind a nom-
inee and unify against President Donald Trump.
But concerns that large crowds will spread the
virus prompted Democrats, including prospective
nominee Joe Biden, to press for alternatives.

“In our current climate of uncertainty, we be-
lieve the smartest approach is to take additional
time to monitor how this situation unfolds so we
can best position our party for a safe and success-
ful convention,” said Democratic convention CEO
Joe Solmonese.

Milwaukee will still host the convention, which
is now scheduled for the week of Aug. 17. Repub-
licans are sticking with their plan to meet in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, a week later to renominate
Trump.

The social distancing required to combat the
coronavirus has already prompted multiple states
to delay their presidential primaries from April
and May into June. But the postponement of the
convention is the most significant change to the
presidential section process to date.

Outside circumstances have affected conven-
tions in the past, including hurricanes that forced
relatively minor scheduling changes to Republican
gatherings in 2008 and 2012. Still, the major polit-
ical parties have always pressed forward with their
conventions, even during times of crisis as severe
as the Civil War.

“Ultimately, the health and safety of our con-
vention attendees and the people of Milwaukee is
our top priority,” Democratic National Committee
Chairman Tom Perez said.

Biden began suggesting this week that changes
were likely. Appearing on Jimmy Fallon’s late-
night NBC program on Wednesday, Biden said
he doubted “whether the Democratic convention
is going to be able to be held” on its original July
13-16 dates.

“I think it’s going to have to move into August,”
Biden said.

The announcement on Thursday didn’t specify
whether the convention will remain a traditional
four-night affair or whether all aspects will be held
in-person. There has been discussion of holding
parts of the convention virtually and allowing del-
egates to vote by proxy.

Still, the change presents massive logistical is-
sues for the tens of thousands of delegates, activ-
ists, party leaders and media who planned to de-
scend on Milwaukee in July. The party said the
arena slated to host the convention along with ho-
tels in the area are still available in August.

Neither Democratic nor Republican leaders
want to sacrifice the boost that can result from an
enthusiastic convention gathering.

Trump thrives on big rallies and has missed that
part of his routine amid the coronavirus outbreak,
reluctantly turning the Rose Garden and the White
House briefing room into substitutes. A traditional
convention, with a nationally televised nomination
acceptance speech, could be even more critical for
Biden, who has been relegated recently to remote
television interviews from his Delaware home,
unable to draw the kind of spotlight that a sitting
president commands.

Biden has a commanding delegate lead, but Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders remains in the race and
could keep the former vice president from winning
the nomination until late June. That requires Perez
to tread gingerly around any discussions that party
leaders have with Biden or his advisers — espe-
cially given the skepticism among Sanders’ sup-
porters of the party establishment.

Sanders’ campaign didn’t comment Thursday
on the delay. Solmonese and Perez didn’t explic-
itly mention Biden in their statement announcing
the postponement.

The move could give Democratic officials more
flexibility to deal with the changing primary cal-
endar. More than a dozen states have delayed
their primaries, some of them pushing beyond the
party’s existing June 9 deadline to hold contests
and the June 20 deadline to name convention dele-
gates. Violating those deadlines can cost a state up
to half its convention delegates. The party’s rules
and bylaws chairman, Jim Roosevelt, said Thurs-
day that his full committee will consider waivers
to the existing deadlines as they are submitted by
state Democratic parties.

Trump campaign calls former
AG Sessions ‘delusional’ in letter

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — President Don-
ald Trump’s campaign has sent a letter to Jeff Ses-
sions, his former attorney general now running for
a U.S. Senate seat, objecting to Sessions’ portrayal
of himself as a Trump supporter in a cam-
paign mailer.

The March 31 letter sent by Michael S.
Glassner, chief operating officer of Don-
ald J. Trump for President, accused Ses- | ,
sions of attempting to “misleadingly pro-
mote your connections to and ‘support’
of Trump,” in the campaign mailer that
mentioned Trump’s name 22 times.

“The letter even makes the delusional
assertion that you are President ‘“Trump’s
#1 Supporter,”” Glassner wrote.

“We only assume your campaign is doing this
to confuse President Trump’s loyal supporters in
Alabama into believing the President supports
your candidacy in the upcoming primary run-off
election. Nothing could be further from the truth,”
Glassner wrote.

Before becoming attorney general, Sessions was
the first U.S. senator to endorse Trump, donning
a Make America Great Again hat at an Alabama
rally. But in a political twist of irony, his public
falling out with Trump has threatened to upend his
hopes of recapturing his former seat.

Sessions relinquished the Senate seat from Ala-
bama he held for 20 years when he was appointed
Trump’s attorney general, a position he was forced
to resign after his 2017 recusal from the Russia
inquiry sparked blistering criticism from Trump.
Sessions is now seeking to return to the seat.

Wounded by the fallout of that soured rela-
tionship in the Trump-loving state, Sessions was
forced into a runoff with former Auburn Universi-
ty football coach Tommy Tuberville in the Repub-
lican primary. Tuberville led Sessions in the first
round of voting. The winner will face incumbent

Sessions

Democratic U.S. Sen. Doug Jones in November in
the once reliably red state.

The letter from the Trump campaign read: “We
want to be absolutely clear about it: President

g Trump and the Trump Campaign unam-
biguously endorse Tommy Tuberville.”
The letter was first reported by The New
York Times.

According to the Sessions campaign,
the mailer in question that drew the ob-
jections of the Trump campaign, was
sent several days before Trump made his
March 10 endorsement of Tuberville.

The Sessions camp said Thursday
night that Alabama voters will decide the
race.

“The people of Alabama are going to decide this
race, not Washington. Alabamians are an indepen-
dent lot and they make their own decisions. Our
campaign is resolutely focused on the important
challenges facing America, and the critical issues
to Alabama and our economy,” Sessions spokes-
man John Rogers said in a statement.

The Sessions camp repeated a challenge to Tu-
berville to debate before the July runoff.

Sessions has emphasized his loyalty to Trump
since entering the race. He noted that he was the
first U.S. senator to endorse Trump in 2016 and
had championed many of the conservative immi-
gration, criminal justice and trade policies that be-
came thought of as the Trump agenda.

Trump’s March 10 endorsement of Sessions’ pri-
mary opponent Tuberville — and one before it that
appeared to mock Sessions for being forced into
a runoff — put an end to any hopes by Sessions
supporters that the president would keep quiet on
the Alabama race.

The GOP runoff, originally set for March 31,
was delayed until July because of the new corona-
virus outbreak.

US judge won’t delay election
In Wisconsin but extends voting

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A
federal judge on Thursday de-
clined to postpone Wisconsin’s
presidential primary as the coro-
navirus spreads, but he ordered
that people be given an extra six
days beyond Tuesday’s election
for absentee voting.

U.S. District Judge William
Conley blasted state leaders’ de-
cision not to delay the election
to protect people’s health but
refused to postpone it himself,
saying a federal judge shouldn’t
act as the state’s health officer.

“As much as the court would
prefer that the Wisconsin Leg-
islature and Governor consider
the public health ahead of any
political considerations, that
does not appear in the cards.
Nor is it appropriate for a fed-
eral district court to act as the
state’s chief health official by
taking that step for them,” Con-
ley wrote.

The deadline for voters to get
absentee ballots to local clerks
had been 8 p.m. on Tuesday,
but Conley’s order shifted that
to 4 p.m. on April 13. Conley
also extended the deadline for
voters to request ballots by a
day to 5 p.m. this Friday.

The judge also lifted a wit-
ness requirement for absentee
ballot applications, writing that
voters can provide a written af-
firmation that they could not
safely obtain a witness signa-
ture due to coronavirus fears.

The Republican Party of
Wisconsin said it has appealed
the ruling to the 7th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, asking it
to stay the order. The Republi-
can National Committee and
the party had urged Conley to
allow the election to proceed as
planned.

In a statement, the GOP said
the judge’s decision to change
the date which absentee ballots
can be received without any
limit on the postmarked date
“effectively changes the date of
the election” and needs to be re-
viewed by the appeals court.

The ruling marks a partial vic-
tory for Democrats and liberal

Rick Wood/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via AP
Brenda Jones checks over her ballot as she votes absentee
during drive-up early voting March 28 in Milwaukee.

groups who argued that thou-
sands of voters might be disen-
franchised because time is run-
ning out to file absentee ballots.
The party and the groups had
filed three lawsuits demanding
that Conley postpone in-person
voting, extend the deadlines for
filing absentee ballots and lift
requirements that absentee vot-
ers supply photo IDs with their
ballot applications and get a
witness to sign the ballot before
returning it.

“Every voter must count,
even during crises, and this rul-
ing gives voters critical time
to vote safely by mail,” state
Democratic Party Chairman
Ben Wikler said.

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers
called it “great news” that
people would have more time
to request and submit absentee
ballots.

Several states have post-
poned elections or shifted to all
mail in the face of the pandem-
ic. But Evers and Republican
leaders have been committed to
Wisconsin’s date. They argued
there’s no guarantee condi-
tions will improve in a couple
of months and postponing the
election risks leaving many lo-
cal offices unfilled for an ex-
tended period.

Evers’ position on the elec-
tion has shifted over the last
few weeks. During the early

days of the outbreak he said he
thought the election should go
on, a stance that drew consider-
able criticism from Democratic
allies. As it became clear that
Evers lacked the authority to
change election law he asked
the Republican-controlled Leg-
islature to mail absentee bal-
lots to all registered voters, a
request the GOP rejected. On
Wednesday, he said for the first
time that if he could move the
election he would.

The decision to press forward
has drawn widespread criti-
cism. Poll workers have been
quitting in droves. The Wiscon-
sin Election Commission re-
ported Tuesday that more than
100 municipalities lack enough
staff to run even one polling
site, and requests for absentee
ballots have been setting new
records daily. As of Thursday,
local clerks had issued 1.1 mil-
lion ballots, with some clerks
facing backlogs of requests.
Meanwhile, they’re bracing
for an avalanche of returns that
could take days to count.

Democratic presidential
hopeful Bernie Sanders on
Wednesday called for the state
to postpone the election. Rival
Joe Biden said Thursday that
it’s up to Wisconsin courts to
decide what to do but he didn’t
have a problem with voting
proceeding.

NOTICE

Out of an abundance of caution, the offices
of the Cortland Standard will be closed to the
public until further notice to stem the spread
of the coronavirus. We will continue to deliver
the newspaper to homes and newsstands.

Members of our staff are working from home,
but will be available to assist subscribers,
advertisers, and the general public. Email
messages will be the most efficient way to
contact us. Please see the staff directory

at www.cortlandstandard.net for

information.

contact

A slot at the front door to the building at 110
Main St. is available for dropping off pay-
ments, press releases, letters to the editor,

etc.

We thank you for your patience and under-
standing. We will strive to keep the commu-
nity informed with up-to-date and reliable
information as this situation progresses.

news @cortlandstandard.net
classified@ cortlandstandard.net
advertising@ cortlandstandard.net
circulation@ cortlandstandard.net

Cortland Stanwdard
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