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City to reduce speed
limit on Miller Street

U Change to cope
with traffic from
drug treatment clinic

By JACK LAKOWSKY
Staff Reporter
jlakowsky@cortlandstandard.com

The Cortland Common Council
voted Tuesday to reduce the speed
limit on Miller Street to 25 mph from
30 mph, preparing for increased traf-
fic from a methadone clinic to be cre-
ated on nearby Euclid Avenue.

The vote was 6-1 with Alderperson
Troy Beckwith (R-7th Ward) opposing.

However, before the limit takes ef-
fect, the city will conduct a study to
make sure the law causes no unrea-
sonable changes to the area, Cortland
Mayor Scott Steve said.

“That has to happen before the
signs go up,” Steve said.

Beckwith said the logic didn’t add
up, saying most people who use the
clinic will walk or pay for a ride.
Miller Street parallels Homer Avenue,
on the edges of Wards 1 and 6.

“Nothing against the residents of
Miller Street, but | can’t support this,”
Beckwith said.

Steve said concerns about more
cabs and rideshares are what com-
pelled the city to move the ordinance
ahead. The street also has a daycare

facility, Here We Grow.

After the vote, Steve said the city
could look into what it would take to
reduce speeds citywide, a likely in-
tensive effort needing collaboration
with the state. Cortland City Attorney
A.J. Meldrim said streets exclusively
under city jurisdiction need no state
involvement.

Meldrim said Miller Street will be a
good test for more reductions, wheth-
er comprehensive or piecemeal.

Steve said he’s making an effort
to put electronic speed monitors on
Miller as another enforcement tool.

Miller Street resident Kristie Rain-
bow spoke before the vote, saying she
was grateful for the reduction but no-
ticed one of the signs, still covered in
black plastic, is behind a tree, due to
be obscured when the tree blooms.

“That won’t do you any good,”
Rainbow said.

Rainbow asked for more police
presence and for more aggressive en-
forcement of parking laws.

Alderperson Seth Thompson (D-
5th Ward) said more enforcement and
higher fines would be further speed-
ing deterrents.

“l know of one town in Central
New York where there’s always a cop
in their village, and you better slow
down,” Thompson said. “It’s legend-
ary.”

Under these hunting
contest bans, prizes
for Kkills are no more

By ALEX BROWN
Stateline.org (TNS)

Last weekend, 50 hunters gathered
in New York’s Mohawk Valley to
take aim at the local coyotes. A hunt-
ing club offered prizes for the largest
male and female carcasses, paying
out $400 to the winning contestants.

The event was among the last sanc-
tioned animal hunting contests in the
state, following lawmakers’ passage
of a ban on such events that will take
effect later this year.

“There’s growing awareness of
these contests and the damage they’re
causing ecologically,” said Renee
Seacor, carnivore conservation direc-
tor with Project Coyote, a nonprofit
dedicated to protecting carnivore
species. “Public attitudes on wildlife

management are shifting.”

New York became the 10th state
to ban or limit wildlife hunting con-
tests with the December enactment
of the new law. Oregon’s wildlife
agency also imposed a ban last year
on such events on state lands. So far,
the bans have largely been passed in
Democratic-led states. In some states,
including Nevada, wildlife commis-
sions — which are often stacked with
hunting proponents — have rejected
petitions to ban the practice.

So far this year, Illinois and New
Jersey are following New York’s lead
by seeking to ban contests through
legislation rather than state agency
rules. The Humane Society of the

See HUNTING, page 6

A coyote stands on a snowbank near the Mammoth Mountain Ski Area
after record snowfall from winter storms in Mammoth Lakes, Califor-

nia on April 6, 2023.

Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images/TNS

Daughter pleads not guilty
to mother’s murder in Solon

Bail continued at $50,000 cash, $1 million bond

By JACK LAKOWSKY
Staff Reporter
jlakowsky@cortlandstandard.com

Avriela Thran pleaded not guilty Tues-
day to murdering her mother, whom
she’s accused of beating to death in De-
cember or early January at her mother’s
Solon home.

Thran, of Granby, is accused of sec-
ond-degree murder. Cortland County
Public Defender Kevin Jones entered
the plea on her behalf at her arraignment
in Cortland County Court.

Jones and Cortland County District
Attorney Patrick Perfetti both said they
still have much evidence and other in-
formation to share, including forensics
from state investigators.

Court documents read Thran struck
Patricia Allison Halverson multiple
times on the head with an undetermined
object.

She was arrested Jan. 6. Court docu-
ments conflict on the date of the incident
at 4425 Wildman Road — on or about
Dec. 27 or on or about Jan. 3.

Court documents show the Cortland
County grand jury found sufficient
evidence to try Thran, alleging she in-
tentionally beat Halverson to death on
Halverson’s Solon property, a 66-acre
former Methodist camp at the end of
Wildman Road. The lot includes sev-
eral buildings; a main lodge with a
three-sided floor-to-ceiling fireplace, 11
dorm-style rooms, multiple restrooms, a
chapel, a recreation center, a pole barn,
an ampbhitheater with a stage and sev-
eral on-site cabins, reports the website
Estately.com.

Jones requested that Cortland County
judge David Alexander halve Thran’s
bail, now $50,000 cash or $1 million
bond, saying his client has no criminal
history and is a low flight risk.

“The defendant is charged with a

Jack Lakowsky/Staff Reporter

Ariela Thran, seated, accused of killing her mother in Solon, holds back
tears as court officers escort her out of her arraignment Tuesday. She
pleaded not guilty to second-degree murder.

class A violent felony,” Perfetti told the
judge. “Her financial resources are part
and parcel of the decedent’s estate.”
Perfetti said due to the nature of the
charges, Thran’s bail should be kept the

same. When he said this Thran began to
cry, court officers bringing her tissues.
Alexander continued the bail, telling
Jones he may reduce it in the future after
seeing more information.

Trump not immune from prosecution
In ‘20 election case, appeals court says

By ERIC TUCKER
and ALANNA DURKIN
RICHER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
federal appeals panel ruled
Tuesday that Donald Trump
can face trial on charges that
he plotted to overturn the
results of the 2020 election,
sharply rejecting the former
president’s claims that he is
immune from prosecution
while setting the stage for ad-
ditional challenges that could
further delay the case.

The ruling is significant
not only for its stark repudia-
tion of Trump’s novel immu-
nity claims but also because
it breathes life back into a
landmark prosecution that
had been effectively frozen
for weeks as the court consid-
ered the appeal. Yet the one-
month gap between when the
court heard arguments and
issued its ruling has already
created uncertainty about the
timing of a trial in a calen-
dar-jammed election year,
with the judge overseeing the
case last week canceling the
initial March 4 date. Trump’s

team vowed to appeal, which
could postpone the case by
weeks or months — particu-
larly if the Supreme Court
agrees to take it up. The ap-
peals panel, which

December that judges have
held that Trump can be pros-
ecuted for actions undertak-
en while in the White House
and in the run-up to Jan. 6,
2021, when a mob

included two ap-
pointees by Presi-
dent Joe Biden and
one Republican-ap-
pointed judge, gave
Trump a week to ask

of his supporters
stormed the U.S.
Capitol.

The opinion,
which had been
expected given the

the Supreme Court skepticism with
to get involved. which the panel
The eventual greeted the Trump
trial date carries team’s arguments,
enormous  political Trump was unsparing in
ramifications, with its repudiation of

special counsel Jack Smith’s
team hoping to prosecute
Trump this year and the Re-
publican front-runner seek-
ing to delay it until after the
November election. If Trump
were to defeat Biden, he
could presumably try to use
his position as head of the
executive branch to order a
new attorney general to dis-
miss the federal cases he fac-
es or potentially could seek a
pardon for himself.
Tuesday’s unanimous rul-
ing is the second time since

Trump’s novel claim that
former presidents enjoy ab-
solute immunity for actions
that fall within their official
job duties.

“For the purpose of this
criminal case, former Presi-
dent Trump has become citi-
zen Trump, with all of the de-
fenses of any other criminal
defendant,” the court wrote.
“But any executive immu-
nity that may have protected
him while he served as Presi-
dent no longer protects him
against this prosecution.”

The judges said the public
interest in criminal account-
ability “outweighs the po-
tential risks of chilling Presi-
dential action,” turning aside
the claim that a president
has “unbounded authority to
commit crimes” that would
prevent the recognition of
election results or violate the
rights of citizens to vote.

“We cannot accept that
the office of the Presidency
places its former occupants
above the law for all time
thereafter,” the judges wrote.

A Trump spokesman said
Tuesday that Trump would
appeal the ruling “in order to
safeguard the Presidency and
the Constitution.” And in a
post on Truth Social after the
ruling was issued, Trump in-
sisted that a president “must
have Full Immunity in order
to properly function and do
what has to be done for the
good of our Country.”

The U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia
Circuit took center stage in
the immunity dispute after

See TRUMP, page 6
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Records

L ocal

Rest of today: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 28. Light
south wind.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 47.

Thursday night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 34.

Friday: A chance of showers.
Partly sunny, with a high near
49. Chance of precipitation is
40%.

Friday night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 38. Chance of
precipitation is 40%.

Skies Today

Wednesday, February 7, 2024
Sunset today 5:24 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow 7:12 a.m.
Normal high temperature 30
Normal low temperature 13
Average temperature 22
New moon Feb. 9

Extended

Saturday: A chance of show-
ers. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 48. Chance of precipitation
is 50%.

Saturday night: A chance of
showers before 1 a.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 34.
Chance of precipitation is 30%.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy, with
a high near 40.

Sunday night: A chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 30. Chance of
precipitation is 30%.

City Snhowfall

Feb. 5-6 None
Season to date 16.5 inches
Precipitation

Feb. 5-6 None

Month to date 0.01 inches

Toby Keith, country singer-songwriter,
dies at 62 after stomach cancer diagnosis

By KRISTIN M. HALL
AP Entertainment Writer
Toby Keith, a hit country

crafter of pro-American an-
thems who both riled up critics
and was loved by millions of
fans, has died. He was 62.

The “Should’ve Been a Cow-
boy” singer-songwriter, who
had stomach cancer, died peace-
fully Monday surrounded by his
family, according to a statement
posted on the country singer’s
website. “He fought his fight
with grace and courage,” the
statement said. He announced
his cancer diagnosis in 2022.

The 6-foot-4 singer broke out
in the country boom years of the
1990s, writing songs that fans
loved to hear. Over his career
he publicly clashed with other
celebrities and journalists and
often pushed back against re-
cord executives who wanted to
smooth his rough edges.

He was known for his overt
patriotism on post 9/11 songs
like “Courtesy of the Red, White

form, most recently playing
in Las Vegas in December. He
also performed on the Peo-

and Blue,” and boister-
ous barroom tunes like
“l Love This Bar” and
“Red Solo Cup.” He
had a powerful boom-
ing voice, a tongue-in-
cheek sense of humor
and range that carried
love songs as well as
drinking songs.

ple’s Choice Country
Awards in 2023 as he
sang his song “Don’t
Let the Old Man In.”
“Cancer is a roll-
er coaster,” he told
KWTYV during an inter-
view aired last month.
“You just sit here and
wait on it to go away. It

Among his 20 No.
1 Billboard hits were
“How Do You Like Me Now?!,”
“As Good As | Once Was,” “My
List” and “Beer for My Horses,”
a duet with Willie Nelson. His
influences were other working
class songwriters like Merle
Haggard and he tallied more
than 60 singles on the Hot Coun-
try chart over his career.

Throughout the cancer treat-
ments, Keith continued to per-

Keith

might never go away.”
Keith worked as a
roughneck in the oil fields of
Oklahoma as a young man, then
played semi-pro football before
launching his career as a singer.
“l write about life, and | sing
about life, and I don’t overana-
lyze things,” Keith told The As-
sociated Press in 2001, follow-
ing the success of his song “I’'m
Just Talking About Tonight.”
Keith learned good lessons

in the booming oil fields, which
toughened him up, but also
showed him the value of money.

“The money to be made was
unbelievable,” Keith told the
AP in 1996. “I came out of high
school in 1980 and they gave
me this job December of 1979,
$50,000 a year. | was 18 years
old.”

But the domestic oil field in-
dustry collapsed and Keith had
not saved. “It about broke us,”
he said. “So | just learned. I’ve
taken care of my money this
time.”

He spent a couple seasons as
a defensive end for the Oklaho-
ma City Drillers. But he found
consistent money playing music
with his band throughout the red
dirt roadhouse circuit in Okla-
homa and Texas.

“All through this whole thing
the only constant thing we had
was music,” he said.

Lottery Winners

ALBANY (AP) — Here are the winning numbers selected Tues-
day in the New York State Lottery:

Numbers: Midday: 5-7-0, Evening: 6-0-5; WinFour: Midday:
7-0-6-3, Evening: 3-2-9-0; Pick 10: 5-11-14-16-18-21-26-39-41-44-
46-50-51-55-58-62-63-64-75-79; Take Five: Midday: 8-11-33-35-
38, Evening: 2-7-9-19-26; Cash4L.ife: 2-3-13-22-23, Cash Ball: 4,
Mega Millions: 2-10-31-44-57, Mega Ball: 10, Megaplier: 4
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John E. Cogswell

John E. Cogswell, born in Cortland, NY, on
August 24, 1948, passed away January 24,
2024, at the age of 75. An educator, author/
illustrator, and professional gold- and silver-
smith for over 40 years, John leaves behind
friends, family, colleagues, and the innumer-
able students, whose lives he enriched with
his generosity and kindness.

He is predeceased by his beloved wife
of more than 35 years, Barbara Chapman,
his parents, Edward G and Mary Cogswell,
and is survived by his brother James Cogswell, of Taylor, NY;
sister, Karen Stevens (husband Duane) of Christiansburgh,
VA; brother, Steven Cogswell (wife Nancy) of Las Vegas, NV;
brother, and Michael Cogswell (wife Deanna) of Constantia,
NY, as well as several nieces, nephews, and cousins.

John was known for his dry sense of humor and gentleness,
his unwavering dedication to preserving the craft of metal-
smithing through education, and for his insistence that chalk-
boards are superior educational tools to whiteboards.

John found a love of art from his father, who built bodies
for Brockway Trucks as a welder and sheet metalworker but
who kept work and home separate. In his second semester at
college, John saw a basic jewelry making class listed and im-
mediately signed up for it.

He later discovered that the teacher had, herself, only a two-
day weekend workshop to learn what she was to teach, but her
honest, enthusiastic and humorous approach were enough;
John fell in love with the materials, tools, and processes. A
guest instructor introduced John to forging metal and he soon
found himself driving several hours each way, every Saturday,
to study with him. John converted the attic of an old, rented
farmhouse into a modest studio. It was unheated, and in win-
ter, so cold his pickle (a solution used to clean heat-darkened
metal) would often be frozen, come morning, but he generated
enough heat hammering (and with his forge) to keep warm.

A local watchmaker saw John’s work and offered him a job,
and he would soon begin teaching for the first time, sponsored
by a local arts and crafts association. A voracious reader, John
soaked up every bit of metalworking knowledge he could on
his own, until eventually deciding to go back to school, attend-
ing SUNY New Paltz. While there, John was invited to as-
sist one of his professors, becoming Kurt Matzdorf’s protégé
and studio assistant. He began getting invitations to conduct
workshops elsewhere. A natural-born educator, John believed
teaching was a way to give back, in thanks for what others had
taught him, and encouraged his own students to do the same.

In addition to teaching at institutions such as the Parsons
School of Design, the Pratt Institute, Hofstra University, and
SUNY, John would go on to teach hundreds of workshops
around the country throughout his long career, sharing his vast
experience with thousands of students. His book “Creative
Stonesetting” (Brynmorgen Press), is considered a seminal
work in the field, inspiring metalsmiths around the world.

John’s professional work focused on hand-forged and fabri-
cated jewelry, silverware, and hollowware. He was frequently
commissioned to craft ceremonial objects for churches and
synagogues, such as communion cups, candelabras, hanukki-
ahs and tzedakah boxes. He delighted in how malleable metal
could be and had an immaculate attention to detail, taking par-
ticular pride in subtleties, such as how a properly polished cup
would bring a warm glow to sacramental wine.

John is an inductee of the National Metalsmiths Hall of Fame
(housed at The Arts Center in St. Petersburg, Florida), and was
a Touchstone Center for Crafts 2007 Artist of the Year. His art
has appeared in numerous exhibitions and publications, and
is included in many public and private collections, including
the Victoria and Albert Museum (London), the Jewish Museum
(New York), and the Ackland Museum of Art (Chapel Hill).

John and his wife Barbara were cat lovers, caring for many
feral and rescue cats through the years. They were generous
supporters of the arts and of education. John served on the
boards of the Society of North American Goldsmiths (SNAG)
and Brookfield Craft Center (CT), and on the advisory board
of Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts (TN). He held a key
role at the 92nd Street Y (NY) as their Director of Jewelry and
Metalsmithing, for nearly two decades.

No public services will be held. The family encourages dona-
tions in his memory to any of the non-profit arts and education
institutions with which John was involved, including Haystack
Mountain School (ME), Brookfield Craft Center (CT), Touch-
stone Center for the Crafts (PA), Penland School (NC), Florida
Society of Goldsmiths (FL), and Arrowmont School of Arts and
Crafts (TN), or to your local catch-neuter-and-release program
for cats.

VILLAGE OF DERUYTER:

The Village of DeRuyter is committed to providing Fair Housing
within constitutional limitations to all Village residents. The Federal
Fair Housing Law prohibits discrimination in the sale, rental, or
financing of housing based on race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, handicap or familial status. If any individual or family feels
that they have been discriminated against in obtaining suitable
housing of their choice or if anyone requires additional information
regarding Fair Housing, they can contact the Village Mayor,

Fair Housing Officer, at (315) 852-9625, Monday, Wednesday,

EQUAL HOUSING

or Thursday between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM.

OPPORTUNITY

Bradley ‘Brad’ Griffin

Bradley “Brad” Griffin, 91, of Groton, passed away peace-
fully at home on February 5, 2024.

Brad was born October 3rd, 1932, in Ossining, NY to Anne
Marie LaPeer and Walter Jacob Griffin. He graduated from
Ossining High School in June 1950. He entered active Army
service that included 13 months in Korea. His last assignment
was as crew chief of the 8057th Air Ground Liaison Unit. He
was later commissioned and transferred to serve as an officer
of the United States Naval Reserve.

Before finishing college, he found employment as a janitor,
laborer, foreman, bank bill collector, and as a guard at Sing
Sing prison.

He attended NYS Teachers College and transferred to Cor-
nell University, from which he graduated in 1961. He began his
career with the NYS Conservation Department in the Adiron-
dacks and retired as Regional Supervisor in Central New York
with the NYS DEC.

His memberships included The Wildlife Society, The Ameri-
can Fisheries Society and the American Wildlife Research
Foundation. He was a Freemason, a member of Westchester
Lodge 180 where his father and grandfather belonged. He had
been a member of the Lansing Lions and a coach in the Lan-
sing Recreation program. He served on the Park Commission
and the Town of Lansing Planning Board.

He had been a competitive rifle and pistol shooter since in
Junior Rifle Club and was a past president of The Interstate
Pistol Association and had competed at the National Matches.
As a pilot, he had been a member of the East Hill Flying Club
and the Airplane Owners and Pilots Association. He had been
a member of the Met and Tri-Cities Opera Guilds. He was a
life member of the Lansing Historical Association and served
as Secretary. He presented programs of history locally and
authored articles and was the co-author of “Voices from Con-
necticut Hill” with Brumsted and Fischers, published by Cor-
nell Press.

Aresident of Lansing since 1970, he was the owner of High-
land Harbor Farm whose activities included a Christmas tree
plantation and a licensed shooting preserve.

He is survived by his wife D. Juanita Ostrander Griffin; his
sons, Pieter Griffin (Meredith) of Hastings, NE and Daniel
Griffin (Robyn) of Interlaken, NY; several grandchildren; step-
children: Donald (Marcia) Slocum, Richard (Kim) Slocum,
David (Sarah) Slocum, Dale (Paula) Slocum, Juanita Drake
(Matt Bevier); and several additional grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Brad was predeceased in death by his first wife Judith Lutes.

Calling hours will be Monday, February 12th, 2024 at the
Shurtleff Funeral Home, 103 Lincoln Avenue, Groton, NY,
from 12:00 to 2:00 PM, with a funeral service to follow at 2:00
PM. Interment, with military honors, will follow at Groton Rural
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial donation can be made to the
Friends of the Groton Public Library, 112 East Cortland St.,
Groton, NY 13073. Condolences may be shared at www.shur-
tleffservices.com.

Death Notices

STRICKLAND — James W. Strickland, 83, of Dryden, died on
Feb. 6, 2024, at the Groton Community Health Care Center, Gro-
ton. In keeping with his wishes, there will be no services. Ar-
rangements have been entrusted to the Marathon Memorial Cha-
pel, Marathon.

Loren (Smiley) and
Karen Prince

of Bridgeport (formerly Tully) will celebrate their

60th Wedding Anniversary

on February 8, 2024.

They were married at the Homer Baptist
Church in Homer, NY. They celebrated
with a cake and coffee reception before
heading to Niagara Falls for their
honeymoon.

driving bus for Tully Schools and
delivering Archway cookies.

Karen retired from Dermody, Burke and
Brown, CPA office as an office manager.
She also was the church organist at
Tully United Community Church.

(SR T
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Smiley, the cookie man, retired from s
n

In retirement, they enjoy spending time with friends and family,
golfing, traveling, volunteering and watching sporting events.

Their children are Krista (Robert) Ventrone of Bridgeport and
David (Susan) Prince of Tully. They are so proud of their
grandchildren, Danielle (Jacob) Greiner,
Mackenzie (Garrett) Halko and Joshua Prince
along with a great-grandson.
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Racker to host autism-friendly build your own marble run

By MARGARET MELLOTT
Staff Reporter
mmellott@cortlandstandard.com

Click, clack and the marble
rolls down the track — maybe a
race to the finish line, or maybe
down a funnel — who’s to say?
Make it your own.

Racker, which offers supports
to people with disabilities and
their families, will host its first
build your own marble run from
10 am. to 2 p.m. Saturday at
882 Route 13, Cortlandville. A
second session will be offered
10 am. to 2 p.m. Sunday at

3226 Wilkins Road, Ithaca. The
free event is a part of Racker’s
Autism Lending Library.

“Not only will the event be an
inventive way to play, but also
will help foster problem-solv-
ing skills and creative solution
making,” said Lyndsey Paulin,
family support services contract
manager and housing navigator
for Racker.

“The mission of Racker’s Au-
tism Lending Library and Sen-
sory Rooms are not only to offer
a sensory space and the ability
to borrow items, but also to host

a variety of activities, events
and trainings that help support
families of all kinds with social-
izing, learning, and having fun
together with other families,”
she added.

About 1 in 36 children —
2.78% — have autism, reports
the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. It’s also
four times more common among
boys than among girls.

“The reason why activities
like this one are important for
those with autism is for them
to have a chance to engage in

Around the towns

Cortland ReUse reopens

Thrift store Cortland ReUse quietly re-
opened for business Friday, marking the
end of a 3 1/2-month move from Cort-
landville to Cortland, Cortland ReUse
Board President John Zelson said.

“We’re very excited to do a fun grand
opening with food and music, but that
won’t be for a while,” Zelson said Tues-
day.

For now, Cortland ReUse isn’t accept-
ing donations until it clears space in its
new store at 186 Homer Ave. The one on
McLean Road in Cortlandville closed in
October, and the new site was supposed
to open in November, but the building
had plumbing issues. Zelson hoped to
open by Christmas, but that was thwarted
too. All that’s in the way now are some
inspections.

“We’re seeing a lot of our regulars,”
Zelson said. “It’s really great seeing peo-
ple participate in ReUse, keeping stuff
out of the landfill and getting our neigh-
bors something useful.”

— Jack Lakowsky

McGraw church plans

pancake breakfast

McGraw United Methodist Church
will have a pancake breakfast from 7 to
11 a.m. Feb. 17 at the church, 20 E. Main
St. The menu includes pancakes with ma-
ple syrup, eggs, bacon, sausage, coffee,
tea and juice. The breakfast costs $10 for
adults, $9 for seniors, $5 for kids 6 to 12
and free for children 5 and under.

The event supports church activities,
including its food pantry, Halloween
trunk-or-treat and AA meetings.

Tompkins County
seeks county attorney

Tompkins County is accepting applica-
tions until Feb. 25 for county attorney,
who provides legal advice to the County
Legislature, administration and various
departments and advisory boards.

“A successful candidate will be able to
provide advice and guidance to the Leg-
islature on important and wide-ranging
topics,” said Legislature Chair Dan Klein
(D-Danby). “This role is a unique oppor-
tunity to be a leader while practicing sev-
eral areas of law. As | mentioned in this
year’s State of the County address, hiring
a great county attorney is a top priority
for this year.”

The County Attorney directs and man-
ages all aspects of the County Attorney’s
office including case referrals, assign-
ments, and staffing. The County Attorney
obtains outside counsel and resources
in the event that additional expertise is
needed on a topic. The County Attorney’s
work helps shape the legal landscape of
Tompkins County and contributes to the
wider community as well as the gov-
ernment organization. For details, go to
www.tompkinscivilservice.org/civilser-
vice/vacancies.

NY state announces
free fishing days

New York will have six free fishing
days in 2024, the governor announced
this week.

They will be:

n Feb. 17 and 18, Presidents’ Day
weekend.

nJune 29 and 30.

n Sept. 28, National Hunting and Fish-
ing Day.

n Nov. 11, Veterans Day.

On those days, the state’s fishing li-
cense requirement for freshwater fishing
will be waived.

“The Free Fishing Days program pro-
vides a great opportunity for aspiring
anglers to try freshwater fishing for the
first time or former anglers to reconnect
with one of America’s favorite pastimes,”
Gov. Kathy Hochul said in a release.
“New York is blessed with an abundance
of freshwater lakes, ponds, streams and
rivers, allowing for memorable fishing
experiences that increase tourism and
benefit the economy.”

The Free Fishing Days program began
in 1991 to give people who might not
fish a chance to try the sport at no cost, to
introduce people to a new hobby, and to
encourage people to support conservation
by buying a fishing license.

If you go

WHAT: Build your own
marble run

WHEN: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
WHERE: The Saturday
session is at 882 Route 13,
Cortlandville; the Sunday
session is at 3226 Wilkins
Road, lthaca

what is called ‘sensory play,””
said Sally Colletti, president of
Advocates for Autism, a non-
profit aimed at creating social
opportunities and offering guid-

ance to people with autism and
their families in the Southern
Tier. “That is, where the sensory
system of touch, sight and sound
are activated within a controlled
environment such as this event
organized by Racker centers.
When the sensory system is ac-
tivated at the same time as the
use of prompts for language,
children are more apt to have
meaningful engagement with
their peers.”

Paulin said the organization
saw an increase of patrons cop-
ing with loneliness during the

pandemic, but hopes events like
this will encourage people to get
back out again. Rates of loneli-
ness rose to 21% from 6% pre-
COVID, reports a 2021 study
published by the National Insti-
tute of Health.

“During the pandemic, we saw
more than ever the impact lone-
liness and isolation can have on
the families we support and we
are hopeful to offer something
for everyone this year as we re-
introduce our newly revamped
programs and reimagined spac-
es,” Paulin said.

The East River Crossing bridge over the East Branch of the Tioughnioga River in Homer is set to be re-
placed as a steel, two-lane bridge. Ninety-five percent of the cost would be covered by state and federal

funding.

Legisiators mull new D\I_WBI‘
Park elevator, Homer bridge

By MARGARET MELLOTT

Staff Reporter

mmellott@cortlandstandard.com

Cortland County legislators consid-
ered two quotes Tuesday to replace
the Dwyer Park pavilion elevator,
however, legislators delayed a deci-
sion to first answer questions.

Also, legislators recommended a
second supplemental agreement with
the state to replace the East River

Crossing bridge in Homer.

The Buildings & Grounds Com-
mittee discussed two bids to replace
the 20-year-old Dwyer Park pavilion
elevator, both from companies based
in Syracuse — Syracuse Elevator Co.,
charging $77,200, and Accessibility
Solutions, Inc., charging $73,854.

Cortland Repertory Theatre leases
the space for its summer program-
ming, and while there are no immedi-
ate concerns, CRT wouldn’t be able to
operate without the elevator.

“If you look at the current size, and

and remodel.

the elevator.

look at the equipment, and you look
at everything — they’re both compa-
rable to each other,” said Buildings
and Grounds Superintendent Allen
Pankhurst. “The only difference is
Syracuse Elevator wanted us to do all
the demo and remodeling, putting it
back together again. The Accessibil-
ity Solutions — they’ll do all of it.”
Syracuse Elevator would charge an
additional $8,750 for the demolition

Legislators approved in September
spending up to $100,000 to replace

However, legislators still had ques-
tions about the bids and decided to
wait on a recommendation.

“We’ll check into their service re-
. and if proprietary
equipment is used in either,” said
committee Chair Paul Heider (R-
Cuyler, Solon, Truxton).

Heider said he hopes to consider
selecting a bid in a special session

cord and review ..

before the

$111,000
allow the

but they d

structural
ment of

two lanes.

DeRuyter Central School honorrolls

Also Tuesday, the Highway Com-
mittee recommended, 5-0, spending

on East River Crossing over the East
Branch of the Tioughnioga River in
Homer. Legislators Cathy Bischoff
(D-Cortland) and Keith VanGorder
(R-Cortland) were absent.

“New York state was originally go-
ing to do the right of way acquisition,

their schedule,” said Highway Super-
intendent Charlie Sudbrink.

The bridge, built in 1913, will be
replaced after it was found in poor

spected last September, state Depart-
The new bridge will be steel and have
Ninety-five percent of the cost

would be funded by the state and fed-
eral governments.

Margaret Mellott/Staff Reporter

Feb. 22 legislature session.

to acquire rights of way to
county to replace a bridge

idn’t really have time to put

condition when it was in-

Transportation data show.

Here are the honor rolls
for the 20-week marking
period at DeRuyter Central
School:

GRADE 6

Principal’s List: T. Win-
ters, O. Randall, C. Galle-
rani, M. Hawk, I. Scott, T.
Richardson, M. Darrow,
L. Near, B. Carrigan, M.
Pforter

High Honor: C. Collier,
M. Escobar-Perez, J. Galle-
rani, K. Darrow, A. Pforter,
M. Cox, L. Barber, M. Al-
len 111, T. Doubleday

Honor Roll: I. Ralicki

GRADE 7
Principal’s List: L.

Stone-Smith, B. Townsend
High Honor: M. Sart-
well, M. Alicky, R. Bar-
tholomew, B. Walden, L.
mead, A. Ramirez
Honor Roll: G. Denken-
berger, K. Smith

GRADE 8

Principal’s List: A.
Whalen, E. Bragg, R. Ami-
don, I. Gallerani, M. Mur-
phy

High Honor: D. Duna-
gan, N. Kent, H. Henry, A.
Stanton, M. Shoemaker

Honor Roll: M. Weeks

GRADE 9
Principal’s List: C.
Prince, E. Haggart, C. Mil-

lett, J. Shutts

High Honor: H.
Schlafer, A. Mead,
D. Vicari, S. Pforter,

E. Hayes, H. Near, G.
Coon

Honor Roll:  C. Rowe,
C. Judson, C. Moffett, M.
Phillips

GRADE 10

Principal’s List: J. Han-
nafan, R. Richardson, J.
Millett, D. Whalen, A. Ro-
driguez, S. Compton

High Honor: M. Ami-
don, E. Chapman, J. Baxter,
L. Marshall, G. Barber, M.
Woods

Honor Roll: A. Russell,
B. Hurlbert, H. Sabin

GRADE 11

Principal’s List: J. Hag-
gart, C. Wilken, D. Baker

High Honor: C. Greene,
P. Near, C. Bowman, D.
Baker, G. Miller

Honor Roll: B. Burdick,
J. Prince, O. Tytler, 1. Pa-
gano, S. Rodriguez, M.
Russell, B. Murphy, B.
Sperat, M. Eldridge, M.
Hathaway

GRADE 12

High Honor: S. Nicho-
las, L. Escobar-Perez, N.
Buchovecky, L. Chisholm,
W. Pforter, C. Marshall

Honor Roll: J. Bragg Ill,
A. Leonardo, M. Marshall,
N. Whitt

Police/fire

One injured by

gunfire in Homer

State police are investigating an
incident Monday evening in which a
person was shot in the leg in Homer,
troopers said Tuesday.

Police were called about 6:25 p.m.
to 2632 Route 13, Homer, for reports
of shots fired. Troopers and Cortland
County sheriff’s officers arrived to
find one person with gunshot wounds
to the leg.

He was taken to Upstate University
Hospital in Syracuse, state police said.

The gun was secured and the inci-
dent remains under investigation.

Police plan patrols
for Super Bowl

Cortland County police agencies
will take part in a high-visibility cam-
paign this weekend in connection with
the Super Bowl.

Police plan extra patrols from Fri-
day through Sunday to reduce im-
paired driving, the Cortland County
Sherift’s Office announced.

Drivers can reduce the risk by
downloading a state-created applica-
tion at www.stopdwi.org/mobileapp.

Fabius man charged

with felony mischief
Accused: Travis J. Eldridge, 39, of
Fabius
Charges: Third-degree criminal
mischief, a felony; second-degree
criminal trespass, a misdemeanor;
second-degree harassment, a violation
Details: Eldridge unlawfully en-
tered a South Avenue home about
11:45 p.m. Dec. 29, broke a window
and physically harassed a 30-year-old
man inside, Cortland police said. He
was arrested about 5:26 p.m. Saturday.
Legal Actions: Eldridge was ar-
raigned in Cortland City Court and
released without bail pending an ap-
pearance Feb. 21 in city court.

City man charged with

mischief, endangering

Accused: Zachariah A. Maxwell,
25, of 44 Rickard St., apartment H16,
Cortland

Charges: Fourth-degree criminal
mischief, endangering the welfare of
a child, misdemeanors

Details: During a domestic dispute
about 6:55 p.m. Sunday, Maxwell
kicked and broke a television in the
presence of two children under 9, Cor-
tland police said.

Legal Actions: Maxwell was ar-
raigned in Cortland City Court and
released without bail pending an ap-
pearance Feb. 21 in city court.

Man found with

fentanyl on Main St.

Accused: Andrew M. Mott, 28,
homeless

Charges: Seventh-degree criminal
possession of a controlled substance,
a misdemeanor

Details: Mott was arrested about
12:28 a.m. Saturday outside 76 Main
St., Cortland, on a bench warrant,
Cortland police said. Police said they
found him with a small quantity of
fentanyl.

Legal Actions: Mott was arraigned
in Cortland City Court and released
without bail pending an appearance
Feb. 21 in city court.

City man charged

with death threat

Accused: Michael L. Williams, 24,
of 76 Clinton Ave. Apt. 12, Cortland

Charges: Second-degree aggravat-
ed harassment, a misdemeanor

Details: Williams threatened to kill
a 19-year-old woman he knew about
9:42 p.m. Friday while on a FaceTime
call, Cortland police said.

Legal Actions: Williams was ar-
raigned in Cortland City Court and
released without bail pending an ap-
pearance Feb. 24 in city court.
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Here’s why these home
cooks love meal Kits

By SHARYN JACKSON
Star Tribune (TNS)

MINNEAPOLIS — Jessica Berg-
man lives alone, but she doesn’t cook
alone. There is an imaginary friend in
her kitchen, one who has strong opin-
ions, it would seem, about her cooking
habits.

“She doesn’t like to use two pans,”
said Bergman, as she pulled down a
skillet that hangs over her stove in her
northeast Minneapolis apartment.

“She expects you to have differ-
ent kinds of vinegar,” she said, while
whisking a sauce.

And, as Bergman followed instruc-
tions to roll up an omelet and slice it
into thin strips, “This is something
pretty she likes to do.”

That friend, in theory, is Martha
Stewart. Bergman regularly cooks with
meal kits from Marley Spoon, a brand
Stewart endorses.

“I just call it Martha Stewart’s meal
kit,” said Bergman, who works in cor-
porate learning and development. “It
sounds like Martha’s delivering it to
you.”

Of course, Stewart isn’t really there,
but with her advice on the recipe cards
and her face plastered on advertise-
ments, she helps distinguish this meal
delivery service from the dozens that
have sprung up in the past few years.

It’s been more than a decade since
Blue Apron and HelloFresh first popu-
larized the idea of meal kits. They all
tend to operate the same way: Answer
questions about your food preferenc-
es, make the first recurring payment,
choose your meals, and get weekly
shipments of food.

Those early brands remain some
of the biggest names in an increas-
ingly crowded field, where they’ve
been joined by Marley Spoon, Gobble,
Green Chef and more. And those are
just the meal kits where you dice, chop
and assemble everything yourself.

As consumers seek more ease, speed
and convenience, some of these ser-
vices streamline the cooking process
by sending premade sauces, cooked
grains and casserole dishes ready to
pop in the oven. Others ship fully pre-
pared meals right to your door.

“There are so many options,” said
Wendy Foty of Minnetonka.

Foty began ordering prepared meals
from CookUnity shortly before a knee
replacement that largely kept her out of
the kitchen for a couple of months. She

and her husband, Tom, were both im-
pressed with the chef-designed meals.

“It tastes like it’s home-cooked,”
Tom Foty said. “And not so much like
a TV dinner.”

The pandemic helped create a new
market for prepared food in a class far
beyond Lean Cuisine. When restau-
rants first shut down, they cleared out
their larders by selling raw ingredients
and semi-prepared foods like sauces
and salad dressings to customers. Even
after they reopened, some restaurants
found that their customers had formed
new eating habits.

“Once we went back to indoor seat-
ing, that takeout service was still pres-
ent,” said Jeff Lakatos, the former
executive chef of ie-Italian Eatery in
Minneapolis.

When he moved on to start his own
business, he decided to give customers
more of what they wanted: restaurant-
quality food, easy and fast. He launched
Earnest Provisions a little more than a
year ago, and sells two customizable
meals per week for delivery or pickup
in Mendota Heights. The only work on
the part of the customer is warming it
up in the oven.

“There’s no cooking and there’s no
chopping. Everything is just ready to
g0,” Lakatos said.

In Bergman’s kitchen, she was pre-
paring stir-fried curry rice noodles for
lunch. She trimmed the ends off snow
peas, and chopped Chinese broccoli,
an ingredient she was using for the first
time.

Bergman likes the act of cooking,
especially with a teacher like Stewart.

“There are some techniques I've
learned that I maybe would have
thought was fancy, even just zesting
lemon and lime,” she said.

Bergman has used a variety of meal
delivery services for about seven years.
So far, this one is her favorite. The rec-
ipes are novel, she said, and the food
feels healthy and veggie-packed. The
meal kits cut back on food waste and
save her money, too.

“I’m a single person. I have so much
food waste if I’'m having to buy full
portions of everything,” she said. “And
for me, with the time savings of not
having to go run to the store, the cost
difference is negligible.”

Plus, the kits come with their own
famous cooking coach.

“I do feel like Martha’s in my kitch-
en.”

Anthony Souffle/Minneapolis Star Tribune/TNS

Jessica Bergman, a longtime Marley Spoon user, prepares one of their
meal kits of stir-fried curry rice noodles with Chinese broccoli and pea-
nuts for lunch as she worked from home.

Living & Leisure Desk
living@cortlandstandard.com

Photo provided by Wikimedia Commons

Carrot cake is simple to make, either with or without raisins, and surprisingly good for you, as cakes go.

I_Jining with memories:
With this cake, | thee wed

By TODD R. McCADAM
Managing Editor
tmcadam@cortlandstandard.com

Chefs often say that we eat first with
our eyes, a reminder that appearance
matters. I disagree; I think we eat first
with our memories.

The date was July 6, 1990. It had
been a hot, busy day, turning into a
steamy, busier night. The wedding was
the next day; I was making the cake.

My fiancée and I didn’t want the
standard white cake with a fondant
frosting. That’s like eating sawdust
with a plastic coating. We wanted
something delicious, distinctive, per-
haps even a little quirky — like us.
We wanted to have our cake, and eat
it, too.

We decided on carrot cake. Easy
enough to make, nearly bullet-proof in
fact. It’s sweet, succulent and packed
with vitamin A, so surprisingly good
for you.

I used three heart-shaped pans that
I haven’t used since, although they
remain in my cupboard. My sister-in-
law agreed to decorate. The evening

was long, the tem-
pers were short.
My sister-in-law
finished the deco-
ration after mid-
night. She outdid
herself. The cake
at the reception
the next day was
both simple and
elegant. The top
was adorned with a small flower dis-
play rather than some plastic thingam-
abob. People cleaned their plates.

Fast forward 33 years, six months
three weeks and an odd number of
days. My wife and I harvested a cornu-
copia of carrots: 30, maybe 40 pounds.
Much of the harvest is still sitting in a
cooler in the garage. We’ve had carrot
soup, glazed carrots, mashed carrots,
steamed carrots, roasted carrots. I’'m
out of ideas.

Then I think about that night, and 1
pull out my recipe book. I use my bet-
ter cake pans, but the result is as good,
or better, than even my memory can
make that cake of a lifetime ago.

FOOD
CORT

The cake reminds me of why I mar-
ried my wife. Both are sweet, succu-
lent and surprisingly good for me.

Valentine’s Day is coming. Maybe
I’ll make it again with the old pans.

CARROT CAKE

Beat together:

5 eggs

1 1/2 cups honey

1 cup vegetable oil

Sift together and add:

3 cups flour

2 tsp. baking soda

¥ tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. allspice

2 tsp. cinnamon

1 tsp. ground nutmeg

Y5 tsp. ground cloves

Fold in:

3 cups shredded carrots

1 tsp. vanilla

A pinch of salt

Place batter in 9- by 13-inch pan,
greased and floured. Bake at 325 de-
grees for 40 minutes or until a tooth-
pick poked into the center comes out
clean.

Dukkah: one versatile

By MEREDITH DEEDS
Star Tribune (TNS)

I was introduced to dukkah, an
Egyptian nut and spice blend, at a culi-
nary conference years ago, and quickly
became obsessed with this unique con-
diment and its warm spices. So much
so that it’s become a pantry staple that
finds its way into all kinds of dishes.

Although there are many variations,
the most commonly used ingredients
in dukkah are sesame seeds, coriander,
cumin and coarsely ground nuts.

It’s most frequently used in Egypt
alongside extra-virgin olive oil as a

dip for warm bread, but dukkah is
one of the most versatile condiments
you’ll ever have in your kitchen. It can
be used as a topping for hummus, yo-
gurt dips or tahini sauce. Dukkah can
be sprinkled over scrambled eggs, a
green salad or avocado toast. It can be
a crunchy coating for fish, chicken or
beef.

I love to brush lamb chops with
pomegranate molasses and coat them
in dukkah before roasting.

Dukkah also can be sprinkled over
the top of roasted vegetables, think
thick wedges of butternut squash

condiment

brushed with a mixture of olive oil
and honey and roasted until lightly
browned and tender.

The wedges are arranged on a bed
of arugula, sprinkled with a pistachio
dukkah and drizzled with a little more
olive oil and honey. Lemon wedges are
served alongside it for a bright, acidic
note that highlights the flavor of both
the squash and the dukkah.

It’s a sophisticated side dish that’s
easy to make, especially if you already
have the dukkah on hand. If you don’t,
you’ll want to seek out this one-of-a-
kind spice blend.

Family friends poach vacation rental off Southern coast

DEAR AMY: For over a de-
cade my family and another
very close family of friends,
“The Smiths,” have vacationed
together on our favorite island
off the Southern coast.

Our children view them as
family and adore the parents and
their children (who are exactly
the same age as ours).

The Smiths are much more
affluent than we, and owned
their own home on the island for
many years while we rented a
house nearby.

Last year they sold their home
(for an enormous profit, I might
add), so now they must also rent
a home for our beloved trip.

Imagine our surprise when
we learned this year that they
booked the very same rental
house we have used for several
years for themselves.

This is incredibly hurtful,
but especially because we have
been in a very tumultuous fi-
nancial situation and depended
on the significant “repeat renter
discount” we received from the

unit owners to rent their home.

While we obviously under-
stand that we have zero right
to control a rental unit, we are
extremely sad and frankly heart-
broken that our friends seemed
to have no sense of this possibly
being hurtful or undermining to-
ward us.

We are unsure of how to move
forward.

Should we say something
about our hurt feelings just to
clear the air?

Should we say nothing and
take the hint that maybe they
don’t feel the same way toward
us as we do about them and not
go on the trip this year?

Or should we just act like
nothing’s wrong and pay for a
more expensive rental and let it
go?

— Sad and Confused in CT

DEAR SAD AND CON-
FUSED: It is almost impos-
sible to imagine that these
savvy homeowners on a va-
cation island are unaware of
how attached annual renters

become to their usual rental
property. Regular renters are

by saying, quite frankly, “You
guys snapped up the house

often prized by
landlords, who of-
fer discounts to
good and reliable
annual tenants as
both rewards and
incentives. Often-
times, landlords
will  give their
“regulars” a right
of first refusal
before they open
up their property
to new tenants; |
wonder why your
landlord didn’t do
this for you.

So yes, “The
Smiths’”  choice
to snap up this
rental for them-
selves leaves you
scrambling (choice
island rentals of-
ten book up many
months in advance
of the season).

You could respond to this

Ask
Amy
By Amy

Dickinson

© 2023
The Chicago Tribune

we’ve been rent-
ing, and now we’re
scrambling to find

a new rental for
our time on the
island. I'm not

sure we’ll be able
to find a place we
can afford, so if
you know of any-
thing, please let us
know. We’re going
to have to leave
our plans up in the
air for now. This is
a bummer for us,
and we’re all dis-
appointed.”

DEAR AMY:
After a fairly long
job search, I was fi-
nally offered a posi-
tion with a firm I’d
interviewed  with
three times over the

course of many months.

I was thrilled to finally get

an offer and accepted the posi-
tion. I’'m supposed to start in
two weeks. Well, as luck (and
Karma) would have it, I’ve also
just received a solid offer from
another firm, and this one pays
more and is probably a better fit
for me. This brings on an ethical
dilemma. Do I have to go with
the first offer, or can I decline it,
even after accepting it?

— Blessed with Choices

DEAR BLESSED: Congrat-
ulations, and welcome to the
“when it rains, it pours” club.

This situation surely hap-
pens with some regularity, as
candidates pursue many job
leads at once.

You are obligated to work in
the position that is best suited
for you. Not only is this best
for you, but I doubt any po-
tential employer really wants
to be your second and lesser-
paid choice.

Accept the second-offered
position, and once your accep-
tance is verified and you have
a solid start-date, contact the

initial company to tell them
that you are going to renege
on their offer. Apologize for
the inconvenience to them, but
say honestly that you feel obli-
gated to accept the offer that is
best suited for you.

DEAR AMY: “Stressed” ob-
jected to her ex-husband attend-
ing games and school events for
their children during her custo-
dial time. Thank you for point-
ing out that, “Your co-parenting
plan is not equivalent to having
a restraining order.” Both par-
ents should work as a team, no
matter what.

— Happy Ex
DEAR HAPPY EX: Some
estranged parents cannot

(and should not) share space.
But those who can absolutely
should.

You can email Amy Dickinson
at askamy@amydickinson.com
or send a letter to Ask Amy, P.O.
Box 194, Freeville, NY 13068.
You can also follow her on Twit-
ter @askingamy or Facebook.
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Our Opinion
Seeing ‘those people’

aking the homeless people sheltering at the Cortland Free
Library invisible would be so, so easy. And for far too

many Cortland residents, it would be desirable. David
Thompson has shown we cannot.

Thompson was once homeless, and during that period he cre-
ated pieces of truth and beauty he would leave wherever he was:
the library, a convenience store, a coffee shop. Now that he’s been
through rehab and is getting back on his feet, his art now adorns
the gallery at the library, showing that what lies in one’s soul is not
always reflected in the baggage one must carry.

People complain about homeless people congregating at the li-
brary, but perhaps they should be grateful. Cortland Free Library,
and Director Jen Graney, offer everyone a chance to sit, rest a bit,
perhaps contemplate some art, read a book or use a computer. They
offer safety. They offer dignity.

The library does this under the auspices of creating a “third
space,” a place that’s neither work nor home where anyone can feel
welcome. And for people with neither work, nor home, the space the
library provides is a life-saver.

But we do hear the complaints. Some are afraid, as if bags of
belongings will leap up and punch them. Some are concerned that
noise might be elevated. Some don’t like the sharps disposal units in
the bathroom, although that seems a safer alternative for the entire
community than to simply let a needle decorate the floor, the side-
walk outside or anyplace else in Cortland.

We suspect people are more uncomfortable than afraid, although
we do concede that police responded to the library 134 times in
2023, up from 32 calls in 2022. Only one of those calls was for an
incidence of violence — someone displaying a knife. The vast ma-
jority of calls were noise complaints, or welfare checks. People are
uncomfortable because anyone with compassion doesn’t like facing
someone else in distress, particularly when one can do little about it.

We can almost sympathize with patrons for whom seeing home-
less people might be disturbing; we can almost understand why they
might want homeless people to be somewhere else, or invisible.
We’ve seen that tendency with so many disenfranchised popula-
tions: people of color; ethnic or religious minorities; queer people;
people with disabilities.

One can almost here the complaint: “Yes, those people have a
right to exist, but couldn’t they exist somewhere else, where I don’t
have to see them?”

That’s why we’re grateful for Graney and the library. Through a
simple act of compassion, opening their doors, they show the rest of
the greater Cortland area what their neighbors must endure, and how
we might better respond.

The problems that culminate in homelessness are complex. Addic-
tion is a part, so perhaps is mental illness. Just as the problems are
complex, so are the solutions. Not everyone can abide by rules of
a homeless shelter. Even a “low-threshold” shelter, with few rules,
would treat only the symptoms, and even that for just a few of the
people who need help. To address homelessness, the community
must consider how to reduce addiction, how to provide opportunity,
how to support people who might need a little more support than
others.

That takes time to create, deep consideration of what resources are
available and hard decisions about what priorities to set.

But each person without a home, particularly without shelter of
any kind, has an individual story to tell. Not all are addicted; not all
are ill.

But like Thompson, they all have a sense of beauty and a dream
of a better time — as everyone does. Perhaps that’s why people are
uncomfortable: They see the dreams stymied, the beauty dulled and
they see how very similar homeless people — those people — are
to them.

Go to the library. Support it. Check out a book or DVD; take part
in a program — the kids’ story hour the other day was fun to watch.
Look at Thompson’s art in the gallery and understand that all those
people in the library — homeless or housed, child or adult, patron or
employee — have inside them the same beauty that Thompson does.

And understand: Those people are you.

Your Opinion

Private route won’t fix Social Security

To the Editor:

In her Jan. 31 opinion column (“A broken socialist dinosaur”),
Star Parker quotes a 2023 Social Security press release which states
that its funds will be depleted in 2034 and retiree benefits will drop.
Parker then goes on to solve the problem with a completely unrealis-
tic, naive plan — to make automatic Social Security payroll deduc-
tions optional and let people choose between Social Security and
private retirement plans.

The premise is that private plans could invest in stocks and make
more money and “build wealth.” In particular, she states, this would
particularly benefit low income workers, including many Black
workers.

Ironically, appearing in the same issue of the Cortland Standard
is the article, “NYC joins pledge to erase billions in medical debt.”
According to the article, “an estimated 100 million people in the
US carry some form of health care debt.” Further, “working-class
families have to choose between paying their medical bills or some
of the basic essentials that they need to go through life.” So, Ms.
Parker, do you really think that a family in such a situation is going
to put money in their retirement account instead of paying for their
immediate essential needs?

Social Security was first enacted as a safety net by Franklin Roos-
evelt in 1935 after the Great Depression. Benefits are now weighted
so that those persons with lower past earnings receive a proportion-
ately higher benefit than those with higher earnings. That would gen-
erally not be permissible in private insurance plans.

While it is true that our Social Security system is running out of
funds, Parker’s plan is useless. An increase in payroll tax of 2 per-
cent would be sufficient to allow full payment of the scheduled ben-
efits for the next 75 years.

To Parker, any government involvement in people’s lives is social-
ism and should be eliminated. How simplistic!

Jim Weiss
Freetown

Good Old Days

February 7, 1974

Cortland Senior High School PTA members who are parents of
senior class students have been working on the Fashion Show and
Card Party to raise money for scholarships for this year’s graduating
seniors.

To put on the event, scheduled for Feb. 14 in the school gymnasi-
um, and to support the scholarship fund, the committee has received
help and cooperation from many businesses in the community, such
as Burgess Clothing Store, The Bridal Room, The Rose Company,
Sarvay Shoes and Harts and Flowers.

In the 1980s, many Texans
were alarmed that hordes of
immigrants were fleeing Rust
Belt states and pouring across
the Red River to take our jobs.
So, my friend Steve Fromholz
recommended a big beautiful
wall across our northern border
to keep them out.

But Fromholz — a popular
singer-songwriter and renown
political sprite — was ahead of
his time in the political sport of
wall-building. Instead of steel
barriers and miles of nasty ra-
zor wire, Steve proposed pre-
venting Yankee refugees from
entering the Lone Star State by
planting a 10-foot high, 10-foot
thick wall of jalapeno peppers
along the length of the Red Riv-
er. Eat your way through ... and
you’d be accepted as a natural-
ized Texan.

I thought of Steve’s impish-
ness when I read that Nikki
Haley, Ron DeSantis and other
Republicans were concoct-
ing a whole new xenophobic
bugaboo to goose up their anti-
immigrant demagoguery. We
can’t just fear the “invasion”
coming across our Southern
border, they cry! Indeed, Haley
wailed: “It’s the northern bor-
der, too” — adding ominously
that we must “do whatever it
takes to keep people out.” And
then DeSantis piled on, saying

Just what we
need, another wall

Jim

Hightower

we should wall off America’s
Canadian border.

Meanwhile, nearly all resi-
dents living along that 5,500-
mile boundary fear the political
wall-mongers more than the
imaginary threat of foreigners
surging across illegally. “Peo-
ple have always been coming
through Canada,” says a clerk
at a general store in far-north
New Hampshire. Scoffing at the
silly political hype, she says: “I
don’t think the residents are re-
ally worried.”

But Chicken-Little politicos
won’t be shooed off by reality.
After all, they still have the east,
west and gulf coasts to shut off
— so expect them to propose
razor wire for the entire U.S.
shoreline. Their ridiculousness
makes Fromholz’s satire seem
rational!

The shameful greed of the

Solano County gold rush

Farming can be a deeply sat-
isfying life; you’re connected
directly to nature, you are your
own boss, and you do work
that’s real, benefitting human-
ity.

But then there are the pests
— such as invasive bugs, mo-
nopolistic profiteers ... and a
new, exceptionally destructive
plague: billionaires. Yes, flocks
of predatory ultra-billionaires,
wanting not just to gouge farm-
ers but to take away their farms.

The crassest example of this
land grab is happening now in
Solano County, California, a
bucolic agricultural area just
north of San Francisco. A gag-
gle of narcissistic Silicon Val-
ley tech titans with maximum
bank accounts and minimal eth-

ics has arrogantly (and surrepti-
tiously) been spending nearly a
billion dollars in an investment
hustle to buy out and pave over
every farm in the county.

Led by a former Wall Street
huckster literally known as
“Golden Boy,” the titans pose
as altruistic futurists intending
to turn this rural county into a
magical technetronic haven of
urban affluence and sophistica-
tion. Agriculture, they say, is
the low-yield economy of yes-
terday, wasting valuable real
estate on farming. So, farmers
must sell out and get out of the
way, allowing so these capital-
ist visionaries to grow a new
“Mega-City of the Future.”

But not everyone in Solano
was charmed, with many refus-
ing to sell to Golden Boy. So,
flush with self-entitlement, the
Silicon Valley Money Lords are
trying to muscle the uppity rural
holdouts by suing them for —
get this — refusing to sell their
farms! The lawsuit is BS, of
course, but it’s meant to crush
the farmers with legal fees.

Altruistic visionaries? In a
note soliciting others to invest
in this thuggish thievery, one of
the billionaires bluntly touted
the syndicate’s real motivation,
gushing that the Solano land
grab can be spectacularly prof-
itable for investors.

One picture worth a thousand
words is a graph on the U.S.
Department of Defense website
showing U.S. annual Defense
spending as a percentage of
GDP, going back to 1953.

Two things jump out.

First, the lowest over the 70-
year period was in 1999, at the
end of the Clinton administra-
tion, when it stood at 2.7%. This
is a little more than half the pre-
vious low, which stood at 4.5%
20 years earlier, in 1979.

A little over a year after this
historic low point in defense
spending, our nation experi-
enced the worst attack on its
homeland in its history on Sept.
11, 2001.

The second thing I notice is
that the forecast for 2024 shows
that Defense spending as a per-
centage of GDP will be 2.7%,
matching the 1999 low point.

However, the 2.7% in 2024
implies a far lower national
priority for Defense spending
than the 2.7% in 1999, because
in 1999, overall federal spend-
ing as a percent of GDP stood
at 17.7% compared to 23.4%
in 2024, according to the CBO
forecast.

So as a percent of the federal
budget, in 1999 Defense spend-
ing stood at 15.3% compared to
11.5% in 2024.

The 2024 Index of Military
Strength published by the Heri-
tage Foundation rates the state

Freedom iIs
not free

Star
Parker

of military power by branches
of service from “very weak” to
“very strong.”

The results: Army, “margin-
al”; Navy, “weak”; Air Force,
“very weak”; Marine Corps,
“strong.”

The report summarizes say-
ing “In the aggregate, the Unit-
ed States’ military posture must
be rated as ‘weak.’ ... As cur-
rently postured, the U.S. mili-
tary is at significant risk of not
being able to defend America’s
vital national interests with as-
surance.”

We look to the Middle East
now and see increased aggres-
sion from proxies of Iran.

Three U.S. Army reserve sol-
diers were killed in Jordan by
a drone attributed to an Iran-
backed militia in Iraq. As the
daughter of an Air Force retiree,
I find this particularly emotion-
ally painful.

Letters

Ships are being attacked in
the Gulf of Aden area by Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen.

And there was the horrible,
savage attack on Israeli civil-
ians on Oct. 7 by Iran-support-
ed Hamas.

A backdrop to all of this is the
conflict raging in Ukraine, the
result of aggression by Russia.

The headline is that we have
enemies, and these enemies are
energized when they perceive
the United States as weak and
confused.

There is a lot of rhetoric now
about so-called “globalization”
and “endless wars.”

Some call for a retreat inward
by our nation and want to label
international engagement as not
“conservative.”

But it is just the opposite.

A conservative worldview
recognizes there is truth and
that for every right we claim

there is a corresponding respon-
sibility. The universal rights the
founders of our nation claimed
in our Declaration of Indepen-
dence have corresponding uni-
versal responsibilities.

We must remember the quote
attributed to Alexis de Toc-
queville, “America is great
because America is good. If
America ever stops being good,
it will stop being great.”

This does not mean that
our nation should take on the
impossible task of being the
world’s policeman.

But as we saw, and too soon
have forgotten, on the horrible
day on Sept. 11, 2001, there are
evil people in this world hostile
to us who celebrate death to ad-
vance their own power.

Israelis saw it in the vicious
Hamas attack last Oct. 7.

When those who love to kill
to advance their own power
see Americans retreat, when
they see demonstrations at
America’s leading universi-
ties celebrating terrorism, who
condemn those in our country
and abroad who live free and
responsible lives, so we encour-
age and empower evil.

As good retreats, evil ad-
vances. It is a natural truth.

Let’s not forget what is writ-
ten at the memorial to the Ko-
rean War in Washington, D.C.

“Freedom is not free.”

The Cortland Standard welcomes letters from readers for publication on this page. All letters submitted must
be signed by the writer and include the writer’s home address and daytime telephone number. Letters may
be edited for length and content. Letters are limited to 300 words in length. Letters endorsing or opposing the
election of candidates for public office are limited to 200 words. Thank-you notes will not be accepted.
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TRUMP—

continued from page 1

the Supreme Court in December
said it was at least temporarily
staying out, rejecting a request
from Smith’s team to take up
the matter quickly and issue
a speedy ruling. But the high
court could yet decide to act on a
Trump appeal.

There is no timetable for the
Supreme Court to act, but the
justices are likely to seek Smith’s
input before deciding whether to
keep the legal rulings against the
former president in place. If the
court declines to consider the ap-
peal, U.S. District Judge Tanya
Chutkan would be able to restart
the trial proceedings.

If on the other hand the Su-
preme Court accedes to Trump’s
request, any timetable it estab-
lishes would determine how
much longer the trial might
be delayed. If the court grants
Trump’s request without speed-
ing up the appeals process,
Trump would likely have until
early May before he would need
to file his full appeal. But the
justices could set much quicker
deadlines for reaching a final de-
cision. The Supreme Court has
previously held that presidents
are immune from civil liability
for official acts.

HUNTING

continued from page 1

United States estimates that
such contests kill more than
60,000 animals every year.

In addition to coyotes, hunt-
ing contests have targeted bob-
cats, foxes, crows, squirrels and
many other animals that lack
the strict regulations applied to
traditional game animals such
as deer and elk.

Advocates of the bans say the
contests are pointless killing
sprees fueled by bloodlust and
cash, based on outdated per-
ceptions that some species —
primarily coyotes — are “nui-
sance” animals.

But some hunters fear the
bans are part of a broader ef-
fort to crack down on hunting
opportunities. Steven Rinella,
a hunting advocate renowned
for his “MeatEater” TV show
and podcast, noted that contests
must fall within existing rules
set by wildlife managers.

“Any of the individuals who
are participating in these con-
tests could at any time be out
doing the exact same practice,”
he said in an interview. “To tar-
get the competitive derby com-
ponent in this is basically just
saying, ‘I disapprove of hunt-
ing, and this is a thing | can go
after and win.””

Brian Gray, president of the
Mohawk Valley Coon and Cat
Club, said contests such as the

House vote to Impeach Homeland Security
Sec. Mayorkas fails, thwarted by defections

By LISA MASCARO
AP Correspondent

WASHINGTON — In a dra-
matic setback, House Republi-
cans failed Tuesday to impeach
Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas, forced to
shelve a high-profile priority
— for now — after a few GOP
lawmakers refused to go along
with the party’s plan.

The stunning roll call fell just
a single vote short of impeach-
ing Mayorkas, stalling the Re-
publicans’ drive to punish the
Biden administration over its
handling of the U.S-Mexico
border. With Democrats united
against the charges, the Re-
publicans needed almost every
vote from their slim majority
to approve the articles of im-
peachment.

Anoisy, rowdy scene erupted
on the House floor as the vote
was tied for several tense min-
utes, 215-215. Several Repub-
lican lawmakers — led by the
impeachment’s chief sponsor,
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene
of Georgia — surrounded one
of the holdouts, Wisconsin Re-
publican Mike Gallagher, who

AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File
Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas testifies
during a hearing on threats to the homeland, Oct. 31, 2023,

on Capitol Hill in Washington.

refused to change his vote.
With the tally stuck, Demo-
crats shouted for the gavel to
close out the vote.
“Frustrated,” said Rep. Mark
Green, R-Tenn., the chair-
man of the Homeland Security
Committee, “but we’ll see it

back again.”

House Speaker Mike John-
son’s spokesman Raj Shah said
they “fully intend” to recon-
sider the articles of impeach-
ment against Mayorkas “when
we have the votes for passage.”

But next steps are uncertain.

In the end, three Republicans
opposed the impeachment, and
a fourth Republican switched
his vote so the measure could
be revisited. The final tally was
214-216.

The outcome was another
dismal result for the House Re-
publicans who have repeatedly
been unable to use their major-
ity power to accomplish politi-
cal goals, or even to keep up
with the basics of governing.

Johnson, who could afford
only a few defections from his
ranks, had said earlier he had
personally spoken to Galla-
gher and another GOP holdout,
acknowledging the “heavy,
heavy” vote as he sought their
support.

“It’s an extreme measure,”
said Johnson, R-La. “But ex-
treme times call for extreme
measures.”

Not since 1876 has a Cabinet
secretary faced impeachment
charges and it’s the first time
a sitting secretary is being im-
peached — 148 years ago, Sec-
retary of War William Belknap
resigned just before the vote.

The impeachment charges

against Mayorkas come as bor-
der security is fast becoming a
top political issue in the 2024
election, a particularly potent
line of attack being leveled at
President Joe Biden by Repub-
licans, led by the party’s front-
runner for the presidential
nomination, Donald Trump.

Record numbers of peo-
ple have been arriving at the
southern border, many fleeing
countries around the world, in
what Mayorkas calls an era of
global migration. Many mi-
grants are claiming asylum and
being conditionally released
into the U.S., arriving in cit-
ies that are underequipped to
provide housing and other aid
while they await judicial pro-
ceedings which can take years
to determine whether they may
remain.

The House Democrats united
against the two articles of im-
peachment against Mayorkas,
calling the proceedings a sham
designed to please Trump,
charges that do not rise to the
Constitution’s bar of treason,
bribery or “high crimes and
misdemeanors.”

one his hunting club held last
weekend help sustain the orga-
nization’s membership.

He intends to continue hold-
ing contests once the ban takes
effect, organizing by word of
mouth to avoid state enforce-
ment “unless someone tattles.”
If challenged, Gray said, he
intends to relabel the event a
“photography contest,” with
prizes for the best photos of
dead coyotes instead of for the
carcasses themselves.

“Some of our guys have
$6,000 scopes on their rifles,
and they’re never going to get
to use them for anything else,”
he said. “This club has been in
my family since the ‘40s, and |
don’t want to lose it.”

COYOTES UNDER FIRE

For much of America’s histo-
ry, predator animals such as coy-
otes and wolves were viewed
as troublesome varmints and
subjected to state-sponsored ex-
termination campaigns. While
this practice cleared vast land-
scapes of wolves, grizzly bears
and other animals, coyotes only
became more abundant.

Coyotes respond to hunt-
ing pressure by dispersing and
birthing larger litters, as au-
thor and historian Dan Flores
describes in his book “Coyote
America.” While coyotes once
lived only in the arid West, the
efforts to eradicate them have

driven them to every corner of
the North American continent.
They’ve filled the ecologi-
cal niches left vacant in places
where wolves and cougars were
killed off, and they’ve learned
how to thrive in cities, with
abundant prey of rats and mice.

“The American public has
long regarded this animal as
something like a cockroach
with fur,” Flores said in an in-
terview. “But our attempts to
wipe them out triggered an evo-
lutionary response from them to
scatter and spread.”

Wildlife experts say efforts
to protect livestock and pets by
shooting coyotes only causes
more breeding from surviving
animals — which results in coy-
otes that are less schooled about
avoiding conflict with humans.

“There’s the suggestion that
these animals are really bad
for us, but you can’t shoot your
way out of that,” said Barbara
Baker, chair of the Washington
Fish and Wildlife Commission,
which outlawed hunting con-
tests in 2020.

Hunting advocates coun-
ter that the species’ resilience
proves coyotes can be hunted
sustainably.

Gray, president of the hunt-
ing club in New York, blamed
coyotes for Kkilling livestock
and pets in Mohawk Valley, but
said there has been no decline
in those attacks following hunt-

ing contests that killed scores of
coyotes. He asserted residents
should be allowed to fight back.
In many states, even those
that have banned contests, hunt-
ers can shoot as many coyotes
as they please with few restric-
tions on seasons or weaponry.

A GROWING MOVEMENT

California became the first
state to ban hunting contests
in 2014, following a vote from
state regulators.

“Most ethical hunters ob-
ject to these contests,” said
Mike Sutton, who was serving
as president of the California
Fish and Game Commission at
the time. “They’re inconsistent
with our current understanding
of predator ecology, and they
give hunters a bad name.”

Tony Wasley serves as presi-
dent of the Wildlife Manage-
ment Institute, a conservation
group with roots in the hunting
community, and holds leader-
ship roles in several hunting-
related organizations. He sup-
ported an effort to ban hunting
contests when he served as
director of the Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife in 2021.

In testimony before the Ne-
vada Wildlife Commission, he
noted that the agency’s role is to
recruit more hunters, who sup-
ply much of the agency’s bud-
get through license fees. That
task, he said, is made difficult

when images of mass slaughter
circulated on social media tar-
nish their public image.

“l fear what indiscriminate
killing says about hunters or the
ethics of hunting more broad-
ly,” he said in an interview. “To
verminize every coyote and say
that [killing it] is some benefit
to another species would be dif-
ficult to substantiate.”

Despite Wasley’s support, the
proposal to ban hunting con-
tests was rejected by the agen-
cy’s commission, which by law
is made up predominantly of
hunters and anglers.

Tommy Caviglia, who was
the commission’s vice chair
at the time, argued that few
members of the public are
even aware of the contests, the
Nevada Current reported, say-
ing the proposal was driven by
the “anti-hunting side of the
world.”

While some individual hunt-
ers have spoken in favor of the
contest bans, organized sport-
ing groups have largely re-
mained silent or opposed them
as a “slippery slope” to further
hunting limitations.

“Hunting is already highly
regulated, and people don’t un-
derstand the amount of nuance
that there is,” said Torin Miller,
senior director of policy with
the National Deer Association,
a nonprofit that advocates for
wildlife habitat and hunting.

“All of these contests have to
occur within the bounds of sea-
sons and bag limits that agen-
cies have put in place.”

Miller said that contest bans
should be decided by wildlife
agencies, not legislators.

STATE BANS

In December, New York be-
came the fourth state to enact a
ban through legislation, follow-
ing Maryland, New Mexico and
Vermont.

The bill passed 88-53 in the
New York Assembly, and 46-15
in the Senate.

“This does not serve a wild-
life  management purpose,”
said Assemblymember Debo-
rah Glick, the Democrat who
sponsored the bill. “There were
hunters who felt it gave them a
black mark and distorted what
people thought of hunters.”

Some lawmakers who op-
posed the bill said the ban illus-
trates a growing urban vs. rural
divide.

“It fails to understand and
simply ignores the impact on
the heritage and traditions of
many rural upstate commu-
nities, farmers, and local en-
vironments and economies,”
said Republican state Sen. Tom
O’Mara, according to The Press
& Sun-Bulletin.

The New York bill followed
an agency decision in Oregon
to ban contests on state lands.
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In this Feb. 24, 2010, file photo, an eBay logo is seen at their
offices in San Jose, California. Online retailer eBay Inc. will
cut about 1,000 jobs, or an estimated 9% of its full-time work-

force.

Shifting economic
environment fuels
a spate of layoffs

The U.S. economy is hum-
ming and there are hundreds of
thousands of jobs being added
every month. In a stunning burst
of hiring to start the year, the na-
tion added 353,000 jobs in Janu-
ary, shrugging off the highest
interest rates in two decades that
have been put in place by the
U.S. Federal Reserve in part to
cool off hiring and spending.

The unemployment rate is
hovering at 3.7%, just above a
half-century low.

At the same time, layoffs con-
tinue to arrive across almost ev-
ery sector in 2024 as companies
adjust to a shifting economy, in-
cluding Monday.

Job cuts in tech and retail fol-
low a massive ramp-up in hiring
during the COVID-19 pandemic
— when people spent more time
and money online. Now, many
companies are reducing head-
counts to help lower costs and
bolster their bottom lines. Many
still have more workers than
they did a few years ago.

Here’s where some of the job
cuts have taken place in recent
weeks.

ESTEE LAUDER LAYOFFS

Estee Lauder is cutting 3% to
5% of its global workforce. The
downsizing, which will affect as
many as 3,100 workers, will be
made by July, Estee Lauder said.
The company employed 62,000
workers worldwide, according
to its latest regulatory filing.

REI LAYOFFS

REI is laying off 357 workers,
mostly in the outdoor retailer’s
headquarters and distribution
centers. In a letter to employees,
CEO Eric Artz noted that “out-
door specialty retail has expe-
rienced four quarters of decline
— and that trend has been wors-
ening.” While REI was able to
outperform this for much of last
year, he said, this trend caught
up to the company in the fourth
quarter, and difficult conditions
are expected in 2024.

LEVI’S LAYOFFS

Levi Strauss & Co. is slash-
ing its global corporate work-
force by 10% to 15% in the first
half of the year — as part of a
two-year restructuring plan that
seeks to cut costs and simplify
its operations, the denim giant
said. The layoffs on the same
day Levi’s unveiled a proposed
10-year extension to the naming
rights for Levi’s Stadium, home
of the San Francisco 49ers, in a
$170 million deal.

MICROSOFT LAYOFFS

Microsoft is laying off some
1,900 employees in its gaming
division, according to an inter-
nal company memo. The job
cuts — which represent about
an 8% reduction of Microsoft’s
22,000-person gaming work-
force — arrive just over three
months since the tech giant com-
pleted its $69 billion purchase of
video game maker Activision
Blizzard.

SNAP LAYOFFS

The owner of Snapchat is cut-
ting approximately 10% of its
worldwide workforce, or about
530 employees, the latest tech
company to announce layoffs.
Snap Inc. said in a regulatory
filing that it currently estimates

$55 million to $75 million in
charges, mostly for severance
and related costs. It expects the
majority of the costs to be in-
curred in the first quarter.

TIKTOK LAYOFFS

TikTok said its shedding doz-
ens of workers in its advertising
and sales unit. A spokesperson
for the company confirmed that
the social media platform is cut-
ting 60 jobs. TikTok, which is
owned by Beijing-based Byte-
Dance, did not provide a reason
for the layoffs.

RIOT GAMES LAYOFFS

Video game developer Riot
Games, which is behind the pop-
ular “League of Legends” multi-
player battle game, is trimming
11% of its staff. The company,
which is owned by Chinese
technology giant Tencent, said
530 jobs were being eliminated.

EBAY LAYOFFS
Online retailer eBay Inc. will
cut about 1,000 jobs, or an esti-
mated 9% of its full-time work-
force, saying its number of em-
ployees and costs have exceeded
how much the business is grow-

ing in a slowing economy.

WAYFAIR LAYOFFS

Online furniture seller Way-
fair is cutting about 1,650 jobs,
or 13% of its global workforce.
The restructuring is set to reduce
team sizes across the company
and reduce seniority in certain
roles with the company plan-
ning to “rebuild with modified
leveling” this year, CEO and co-
founder Niraj Shah said.

MACY’S LAYOFFS

Macy’s is laying off about
3.5% of its total headcount,
which amounts to roughly 2,350
employees. The iconic depart-
ment store is also closing five
locations in Arlington, Virginia;
San Leandro, California; Lihue,
Hawaii; Simi Valley, California;
and Tallahassee, Florida.

GOOGLE LAYOFFS

Google said it was laying off
hundreds of employees working
on its hardware, voice assistance
and engineering teams. The cuts
follow pledges by executives of
Google and its parent company
Alphabet to reduce costs. A year
ago, Google said it would lay off
12,000 employees or around 6%
of its workforce.

AMAZON LAYOFFS

Twitch, which is owned by
Amazon, is cutting more than
500 jobs in a bid to save on
costs. The video streaming plat-
form’s CEO Dan Clancy said
in an email to employees that
even with cost cuts and grow-
ing efficiency, the platform “is
still meaningfully larger than it
needs to be given the size of our
business.”

Amazon-owned online audio-
book and podcast service Au-
dible is laying off about 5% of
its workforce. In a memo sent to
employees, Audible CEO Bob
Carrigan said that the company
is in good shape, but faces an
“increasingly challenging land-
scape.” In addition, Amazon’s
Prime Video and MGM Studios
unit, is trimming hundreds of
employees as it cuts back in ar-
eas that are not delivering.

Strike averted as Nevada union
settles before Super Bowl week

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A
union representing hospital-
ity workers says it has reached
a tentative agreement with six
more hotel-casinos in down-
town Las Vegas and called off a
strike deadline for another.

The agreements averted a
Monday morning walkout as
the city kicked off Super Bowl
week.

The Culinary Workers Union
announced Saturday that it had
reached a tentative five-year
contract with the Golden Nug-
get, Binion’s, Four Queens,
Fremont and Main Street that
covers about 1,000 workers.

The union reached a tentative
agreement Sunday with Down-
town Grand, which represents
about 200 workers.

The culinary and an associ-
ated bartenders union are be-
ing given more time to reach
an agreement with Virgin Las
Vegas, an off-Strip resort.

In a statement, Culinary
Union Secretary-Treasurer Ted
Pappageorge said that a pact
is expected “in the coming
weeks.”

The Las Vegas Strip’s three
largest employers — MGM
Resorts International, Caesar
Entertainment and Wynn Re-
sorts — reached deals late last
year with the union that cov-
ered 40,000 members, narrowly
averting a historic strike.

AP Photo/John Locher, file

Members of the Culinary Workers Union rally along the Las Vegas Strip, Aug. 10, 2023, in

Las Vegas.

The union then turned its at-
tention to winning the same
contract terms for workers at
other hotel-casinos in Las Ve-
gas.

Since early January, the
union had settled negotiations
with most of those properties
including Circus Circus, Sahara
Las Vegas, the Strat, Circa Re-

sort and downtown’s El Cortez.

But after hitting a snag in
negotiations with some of the
remaining casinos, the union
announced last week that it
would go on strike if tentative
contracts weren’t in place by 5
a.m. Monday.

The NFL’s 58th champion-
ship game is expected to bring

some 330,000 people to Las
Vegas this week, according to
the Las Vegas Convention and
Visitors Authority.

The Culinary Union is the
largest in Nevada with about
60,000 members statewide. It
negotiates on behalf of its mem-
bers for five-year contracts.

Supplier finds another problem
with Boeing 737 Max fuselages

By DAVID KOENIG
AP Airlines Writer

Boeing discovered another
problem in some of its 737 Max
fuselages that may delay deliv-
eries of about 50 planes in the
latest quality gaffe to plague the
giant aircraft manufacturer.

Boing said late Sunday that
an employee of a supplier
alerted managers about improp-
erly drilled holes. The head of
Boeing’s commercial airplanes
division said some planes that
have not yet been delivered
to airlines will need to be re-
worked, but he said the issue
did not affect the safety of Max
jetliners that are already flying.

The revelation of new quality
issues involving Boeing planes
came as another leading airline
executive took aim at the manu-
facturer.

The president of Emirates,
a major international airline
based in Dubai, told the Finan-
cial Times he has seen “pro-
gressive decline” in Boeing
standards, which he blames on
management mistakes — in-
cluding putting financial per-
formance over engineering ex-
cellence.

“They have got to instill this
safety culture which is second
to none,” Tim Clark told the
newspaper. “They’ve got to get
their manufacturing processes
under review so there are no
corners cut, etc. [’'m sure (Boe-
ing CEO) Dave Calhoun and
Stan Deal (chief of Boeing’s
commercial-airplanes division)
are on that ... this is the last
chance saloon.”

Clark is the latest industry
executive to criticize Boeing,
adding to pressure on Calhoun,
who became CEO after Dennis
Muilenburg was fired during the
fallout from two deadly crashes
involving Max 8 planes. In all,
346 people were killed.

The latest quality issue in-
volves two holes that were in-
correctly drilled in the window
frames of some Max jets. The
problem was reported by Spirit

AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File

A Boeing 737 Max jet prepares to land at Boeing Field following a test flight in Seattle, Sept.

30, 2020.

AeroSystems, a major supplier
that provides Boeing with fuse-
lages for the Max.

“While this potential condi-
tion is not an immediate safety
issue and all 737s can continue
operating safely, we currently
believe we will have to perform
rework on about 50 undelivered
planes,” Deal said in a letter to
employees.

Boeing and Spirit AeroSys-
tems are facing intense scrutiny
over the quality of their work
after an Alaska Airlines 737
Max 9 was forced to make an
emergency landing on Jan. 5
when a panel called a door plug
blew out of the side of the plane
shortly after takeoff from Port-
land, Oregon.

The National Transportation
Safety Board is investigating
the accident, while the Federal
Aviation Administration inves-
tigates whether Boeing and its
suppliers followed quality-con-
trol procedures.

The NTSB is expected to is-
sue a preliminary report on the
Alaska Airlines blowout this
week.

Shares of the The Boeing Co.,
already down 20% this year,
slipped another 2% in midday
trading Monday.

Problems with Boeing jets
have opened a potential rift with
some of its biggest custom-
ers. United Airlines CEO Scott
Kirby said last month that the
carrier will consider alternative
aircraft in the future, and Alas-
ka Airlines CEO Ben Minicucci
said, “l am more than frustrated
and disappointed. | am angry.”

Alaska and United Airlines
are the only two U.S. carriers
flying the Max 9. They reported
finding loose hardware in door
plugs of other planes they in-
spected after the accident. The
FAA grounded all Max 9s in the
U.S. the day after the blowout.
Two weeks later, the agency
approved the inspection and
maintenance process to return
the planes to flying.

By Monday, 94% of the
Alaska and United Max 9 had
been inspected and cleared to
return to service, according to
the FAA.

The FAA’s deputy associate
administrator for aviation safe-
ty, Jodi Baker, said Monday that
the FAA has stepped up over-
sight of Boeing’s 737 factory in
Renton, Washington. She said
the FAA is in the early stages of
updating its procedures, includ-
ing doing more “surveillance”

of factory workers instead of re-
lying on “audits” of the manu-
facturer’s work.

“We can actually talk to em-
ployees and figure out what is
motivating them, what are they
concerned about,” Baker told
reporters, “and that allows us to
get a better sense of the safety
culture actually at the employee
level.”

The accident on the Alaska
Max 9 is already affecting Boe-
ing in other ways.

The Arlington, Virginia-
based company said last week
it was withdrawing a request
for a safety exemption for a
new, smaller model of the Max.
Boeing had asked the FAA last
year to let it begin deliveries
of Max 7s before the company
redesigned an anti-ice system
that in some conditions can
cause overheating of engine in-
lets, which could cause them to
break off during flight.

The FAA has ordered Boeing
to limit production of 737s to
38 per month until the regula-
tor is satisfied that quality con-
cerns are being met. Boeing had
hoped to boost production to 42
per month this year — generat-
ing cash and meeting demand
from airlines for new planes.

McDonald

By DEE-ANN DURBIN
AP Business Writer

After three years of excep-
tional sales growth, McDon-
ald’s appears to be returning to
Earth.

The Chicago burger gi-
ant said Monday it expects its
same-store sales — or sales at
locations open at least a year
— to rise 3% to 4% this year,
which is in line with historical
averages. That’s down from
double-digit gains in 2021 and

’s: Growth will moderate In ‘24

2022 and 9% growth last year.

“l think we are moving into
a 2024 that’s going to look
more like what you would have
considered a typical year prior
to COVID and all the things
that have gone on,” McDon-
ald’s President and CEO Chris
Kempczinski said Monday dur-
ing a conference call with in-
vestors.

McDonald’s shares dropped
3.5% in early trading.

McDonald’s got a glimpse

of what’s to come in the fourth
quarter when it lost sales in the
Middle East and other markets
due to the war in Gaza and saw
fewer visits from lower-income
consumers in the U.S.

McDonald’s global same-
store sales rose 3.4% in the
October-December period,
well below the 4.7% increase
Wall Street was expecting, ac-
cording to analysts polled by
FactSet.

Customers in the Middle East

were angered after McDonald’s
Israel — which is operated by a
local franchisee — announced
in October it was providing
free meals to Israeli soldiers.
In response, some franchisees,
like McDonald’s Oman, an-
nounced donations to relief ef-
forts in Gaza. Sales have since
dropped in Muslim-majority
countries like Malaysia and
Indonesia as well as countries
with large Muslim populations
like France.
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Grammy ratings up 34% from ‘23 with almost 17M watching

By MARK KENNEDY
AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK — An average

of 16.9 million viewers tuned
in to see performances by Mi-
ley Cyrus and Billie Eilish and
watch Taylor Swift make his-
tory at the Grammy Awards on
Sunday, the largest audience
for the telecast in four years
and another consecutive an-

nual increase for a show that is
recovering from its pandemic
declines.

Ratings were up 34% on Sun-
day across CBS, Paramount+
and other digital platforms
from last year, and with delayed
watching included was expect-
ed to amass over 17 million
viewers.

The telecast peaked with

18.25 million viewers during
the In-Memoriam segment,
with performances by Stevie
Wonder, Annie Lennox, Jon Ba-
tiste and Fantasia Barrino.

The numbers Sunday eas-
ily beat the 12.4 million people
who tuned in to watch Harry
Styles, Lizzo and Bad Bunny
perform during the show in
2023, along with a tribute to 50

years of rap history.

That’s another year of growth
seen under host Trevor Noah,
who has hosted since 2021.
Live viewership was 8.8 million
in 2021 and 8.9 million in 2022.
The numbers this year are clos-
er to pre-pandemic levels: Mu-
sic’s showcase night was seen
by 18.7 million people in 2020.

The upward trajectory is in

stark contrast to the fate of the
Emmy Awards earlier this year:
That telecast on Fox reached a
record low audience of 4.3 mil-
lion viewers.

This year, Grammy view-
ers watched Miley Cyrus pow-
erfully belt out her megahit
“Flowers,” which won record
of the year, and Billie Eilish’s
gentle piano ballad from “Bar-

bie,” “What Was I Made For?,”
which was crowned song of the
year. The album “Midnights”
earned Swift her fourth career
Grammy for album of the year,
arecord.

Live television viewership
has declined across-the-board
over the past few years, with pro
football one of the few events to
buck the trend.

Movie review

Wim Wenders’ ‘Perfect Days’
IS a sublime study of character

By JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer

Wim Wenders’ “Perfect Days” is set
among the crowded skyscrapers of Tokyo
and the quiet urban parks that Hirayama
(Koji Yakusho) traverses daily in his job
cleaning public toilets. But where the movie
resides, really, is Yakusho’s face.

In this gently sublime film, Hirayama
steps outside his humble apartment each
morning and gazes up at the sky with a
smile radiating gratitude. Hirayama says
little throughout the course of Wenders’
quiet, quotidian film. Little happens. Yet
Yakusho’s warm presence speaks volumes
in a film where less can mean profoundly
more.

Wenders, the 78-year-old German film-
maker, has long had a preference for trou-
bled loners. Think of Harry Dean Stanton’s
dusty drifter in “Paris, Texas,” or Bruno
Ganz’s terminally ill man in “The Ameri-
can Friend.” But the Wenders’ movie that
“Perfect Days” most recalls is “Wings of
Desire,” where melancholy angels watched
over Cold War-era Berlin and spoke of tes-
tifying “day by day for eternity.” “Perfect
Days” has no such supernatural element, but
its gaze is likewise attuned to what’s beauti-
ful and meaningful in everyday living.

Each morning, Hirayama wakes, puts
on his blue sanitation jump suit and neatly
drapes a white towel around his neck. He
drives his van from public toilet to public
toilet, where he takes remarkable care in his
work. He uses a small mirror to see the un-
derside of a toilet bowl.

“How can you put so much into a job like
this?” says Takashi (Tokio Emoto), Hiraya-
ma’s younger, less scrupulous coworker.

Hirayama’s days are rigorously routine
but lively with variation. While driving
through the elevated highways of Tokyo,
he selects a cassette tape from a rack above
the sun visor. Patti Smith, Lou Reed, the
Kinks, the Animals or Nina Simone play as
he rides. Usually, Hirayama, analog through
and through, is driving against the traffic.

He’s a lover of trees, and each day on
his lunch break takes a photograph of the
branches above him, with light pouring
through. With the care of a surgeon, he
plucks a tiny seedling, places it in a small
paper sack, and adds it to his nursery at
home. At night, he reads Faulkner.

Eventually, a niece (Arisa Nakano) turns
up, followed by Hirayama’s estranged sis-
ter (Yumi Aso). But Wenders’ film, which is
nominated for best international film at the

Neon via AP

This image released by Neon shows Kéji Yakusho, left, and Arisa Nakano in a

scene from “Perfect Days.”

Oscars and opens in theaters today, is large-
ly uncluttered by plot or exposition. Instead,
we’re invited to ponder Hirayama’s serene,
monastic existence — to admire the joy he
finds in the mundane and the attentiveness
he gives to the things he values.

Is he running from the world or in its
thrall? Wenders, who co-wrote the film with
Takuma Takasaki, is a longtime admirer of
Japan; in his 1985 documentary “Tokyo-
Ga,” Wenders traveled to Japan to pay hom-
age to the great filmmaker Yasujiro Ozu.
Much in “Perfect Days,” filmed in boxy
academy ratio, radiates with a similar spirit
of minimalistic wisdom.

That’s a great credit to Yakusho, the great
Japanese actor, whose soulfulness fills the
empty spaces of “Perfect Days.” It may
sound like an art house enterprise but any-

one could connect with Wenders’ film. My
8-year-old daughter accompanied me on
my second watch; that she hung with the
movie from start to finish, I think, is because
Yakusho’s Hirayama is a character to love.

Wenders was initially drawn to the project
by Tokyo’s exquisite public toilets, which
are light years more artfully designed than
the few you can even find in most American
cities. In that way, they’re a symbol of civic
good. And so is Hirayama, who in his life
and work, in plant life and cassette tapes,
fully encapsulates the definition of custo-
dian.

“Perfect Days,” a Neon release, is rated
PG by the Motion Picture Association for
some language, partial nudity and smoking.
Running time: 123 minutes. Four stars out
of four.

Swift announces
new album while
accepting award

By MALLIKA SEN
and BETH HARRIS
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES — Forget
her “Reputation.” Taylor Swift

album, with preordering and
merchandise options.

The album will feature 16
tracks, with some editions of-
fering a bonus track, “The

has a whole new al-
bum coming out.

Accepting the
Grammy for best pop
vocal album, Taylor
said she’d been keep-
ing a secret for two
years.

“My brand-new al-
bum comes out April

Manuscript,” accord-
ing to product descrip-
tions.

This will be Swift’s
11th studio album,
not counting her re-
recordings. Her last
original album was
“Midnights,” released
in October 2022. Since

19. It’s called ‘The
Tortured Poets De-
partment.” I’m going to go and
post the cover right now back-
stage,” she announced.

And so she did.

On her Instagram, Swift
posted a black-and-white im-
age of her reclining across pil-
lows. The top half of her face
and lower half of her legs are
cut off in the low-contrast im-
age.

“All’s fair in love and poet-
ry...” her caption read. In a lit-
tle over an hour, the Instagram
post alone had amassed nearly
7 million likes — a figure that
swelled to an apt 13 million in
under a day.

“And so | enter into evi-
dence / My tarnished coat of
arms / My muses, acquired
like bruises / My talismans and
charms / The tick, tick, tick of
love bombs / My veins of pitch
black ink,” read what appeared
to be handwritten lyrics posted
after the album cover.

Inside Los Angeles’ Crypto.
com Arena, Swift’s album an-
nouncement elicited screams
from the upper levels.

Swift had provoked mass
speculation earlier in the night
when her site seemed to go
down. Some theorized she was
gearing up to release “Reputa-
tion (Taylor’s Version),” but
cryptic clues on the “crashed”
site indicated that might be a
misdirect.

And so it was.

The site’s back up now, fo-
cused around the upcoming

Swift

then, she’s launched
the billion-dollar Eras
Tour and released “Speak Now
(Taylor’s Version)” and “1989
(Taylor’s Version).”

Swift was accepting the
Grammy for “Midnights”
when she made the surprise an-
nouncement. She later picked
up album of the vyear, the
show’s final award, for the al-
bum.

“l would love to tell you this
is the best moment of my life,
but I feel this happy when I fin-
ish a song, or when | crack the
code to a bridge that | love, or
when I’m shortlisting a music
video, or when I’'m working
with my dancers,” she said af-
ter accepting her album of the
year award from Celine Dion.
With it, she broke the record
for the most wins in that cat-
egory (her other albums of the
year: “Fearless,” *“1989” and
“Folklore”).

As she walked the red carpet
in custom Schiaparelli Cou-
ture, she paid homage to her
album title, donning a Lorraine
Schwartz choker with a small
clock embedded. And yes,
the time was set to midnight
— even if the viewer had to
tilt their head to see the hands
pointing to “12.”

While a nod to the album —
and reminiscent of the “tick,
tick, tick” in “The Tortured
Poets Department” post — the
watch seemed particularly apt,
given the superstar’s seemingly
packed schedule over the next
week.

Sundance Film Festival

In ‘A Real Pain,’” Kieran Culkin i1s an emotional time bomb

By ADAM GRAHAM

“A Real Pain” is built around

The Detroit News (TNS)
There’s real pain in “A Real
Pain,” and real pleasure, too.
Jesse Eisenberg’s drama about
a pair of cousins on a Holocaust
tour through Poland premiered
at this year’s Sundance Film
Festival, which wrapped up its
in-person and online screenings
last month. It’s one of a hand-
ful of movies from the festival |
watched virtually from the fest.
Eisenberg, who wrote and di-
rected the movie (it’s his second
film, following 2022’s “When
You Finish Saving the World”),
stars as David Kaplan, a neurot-
ic-to-the-core New Yorker who
joins his cousin Benji (Kieran
Culkin) on a guided tour through
Poland, where their grandmoth-
er survived the Holocaust. Benji
couldn’t be more different than
David: where David is inward,
Benji is outward, and he’s the
biggest personality in the room,
the guy who will say whatever
is on his mind and make every-
one around him feel alive. But
the key to Culkin’s electrifying
performance — he’s outstanding
in the movie — is the emotional
tightrope he constantly walks.
Yes he’s big and lovable but he’s
also extremely emotionally vol-
atile. He feels more than every-
one else in the room, and with
those highs come crashing lows.

his character and how he moves
through spaces, and it’s a funny,
sad, touching and relatable char-
acter study about a big-hearted,
larger-than-life personality, the
kind of person we’ve all known,
whose emotional registers run
very hot and very cold, some-
times at the same time.

Culkin, so slick and oily
throughout his four seasons on
“Succession,” shows a differ-
ent side of himself here, and it’s
no doubt a performance and a
movie you’ll be hearing more
about in the months to come.
The movie was picked up out
of Sundance for $10 million by
Searchlight, which will release
the movie in theaters later this
year.

Elsewhere in the virtual
‘Dance, “Skywalkers: A Love
Story” soared high. It’s a docu-
mentary about a pair of high-
climbing rooftoppers, people
who scale extremely tall build-
ings and post photos of their
death-defying feats on social
media, working very hard for
your Likes. “Skywalkers” con-
cerns Russians Angela Niko-
lau and Vanya Kuznetsov, who
were rooftopping separately
before they became the sport’s
premier power couple. Their
ultimate goal is to ascend to the
top of Malaysia’s Merdeka 118,

Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP

Kieran Culkin attends the premiere of “A Real Pain” at the Eccles Theatre during the Sun-
dance Film Festival on Jan. 20, in Park City, Utah.

the second-tallest building in
the world, which is topped by
a spire with a ladder that itself
takes 90 minutes to climb.
Directors Jeff Zimbalist and
Maria Bukhonina frame “Sky-
walkers” as a romance, a caper
and a heist film, and it contains
jawdropping footage of views
that most humans will never get
a chance to see with their own

two eyes. The movie was ac-
quired by Netflix and will likely
be released later this year.

The creepy, unsettling docu-
mentary “Eternal You” details
the ways in which Al is bringing
back loved ones from the dead,
and offering virtual chats with
them from beyond the grave.
At least that’s what a handful of
tech companies are offering: The

chance to say those things you
didn’t get to say to those who are
no longer with us, all through an
online service which uses data
and mined information to mimic
human speech and texting pat-
terns, to approximate conver-
sations with your mom, your
cousin, or your dearly departed
spouse. Do these conversations
put users at ease? Sometimes,

sometimes not, and “Eternal
You” is another example of Al
and the way it’s changing our
lives, and even our afterlives. It
will make you shudder.

“Union” is a minimalist,
sharply observed documentary
about efforts to unionize at a
Staten Island Amazon fulfill-
ment center, and directors Brett
Story and Stephen Maing let
the players and their actions tell
the story with minimal interrup-
tions. There are no talking head
interviews and few expository
explainers, instead the filmmak-
ers let their boots-on-the-ground
doc speak for itself. Chris
Smalls, an Amazon worker who
led the charge to unionize the
Amazon facility after he was
fired from his job, emerges as
the center of the story, and it’s
a charged tale of workers’ rights
at a key time in the American
workforce.

René Pérez Joglar gives a
vulnerable performance as a
father who only sees his daugh-
ters once a year in “In the Sum-
mers,” a raw and scrappy drama
from writer-director Alessandra
Lacorazza Samudio. She focus-
es on two sisters who visit year-
ly with their dad in Las Cruces,
New Mexico, and their stilted
interactions with their father
over the years and how it affects
their lives.
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High School Girls Baskethall

Matt Czeitner/sports reporter

Cortland’s Katie Harris prepares to make a pass against Mexico Tuesday at Cortland Junior-Senior High School. Harris
had eight points in the Purple Tigers’ 44-16 win.

Short-handed Pl!rnle Tigers earn
comfortable win over Mexico

By MATT CZEITNER

Sports Reporter

mczeitner@cortlandstandard.com
The Cortland girls basketball team held
visiting Mexico to just 16 points and the
Purple Tigers overcame a slow offensive
start and won 44-16 Tuesday at Cortland

Junior-Senior High School.

Cortland went into Tuesday’s game with-

quarter and 13 before halftime.

Claire Turner scored the lone four points
for Cortland in the first quarter. Valerosa
Gambitta scored four in the second quarter,

Cortland 44
Mexico 16

out starting point guard Kendall Mack, who

is a key piece in the team’s offense. Mack
leads the team in assists (60) and is second
in points (165). The Purple Tigers’ offense
looked a bit stagnant in the first half with-
out her, only scoring four points in the first

fense was what carried them early, holding
Mexico to two points in the first quarter and
two in the second. If not for a buzzer beater
from the Tigers before halftime, they would
have been held scoreless.

with Katie Harris
adding three and
Kartyr ~ Hubbard
adding two.

The Purple Ti-
gers’ strong de-

Being without Mack Tuesday was not
ideal, but Cortland welcomed the challenge
against a tough divisional opponent.

“Kendall is a key piece and on offense
she’s our director,” Cortland head coach
Janice Meyer said. “We knew it would be a
bit tougher out there without her out there.
I don’t like playing without her, it has never
happened as long as I’ve been coaching her.
But I also look at it as an exciting moment
to see who can step up and handle it.”

Cortland’s offense stepped up in the sec-
ond half with 13 points in the third quarter

See SCHOOLS, page 11

By JIMMY GOLEN
AP Sports Writer

BOSTON — A ruling that
gives the Dartmouth basketball
team the right to unionize has
far-reaching implications for
all of college sports — from the
quaint, academically oriented
Ivy League to the big-money
football factories like Michigan
and Alabama.

But it’s not time to cut down
the nets just yet.

Although Monday’s ruling
by a National Labor Relations
Board official put the players
on the path toward a union, they
have a long way to go — years,
maybe — before they would be
able to sit down with the school
and negotiate a collective bar-
gaining agreement.

Dartmouth has said it will
appeal the regional official’s
decision to the full NRLB; an-

NCAA
abor victory for Dartmouth basketball
players only start of path to a union deal

other loss for the school there
could send the case into the fed-
eral courts, where an outcome
is unlikely before most of the
current players have picked up
their diplomas and moved on to
jobs that are unlikely to include
professional athlete.

Only then would the two
sides sit down and decide what
the players are worth.

And others will be watching.

“We are excited to see how
this decision will impact col-
lege sports nationwide,” Dart-
mouth players Cade Haskins
and Romeo Myrthil said in
a statement on Monday after
NLRB Regional Director Lau-
ra Sacks agreed that they are
employees of the school. “We
believe that other athletes will
recognize the opportunities this
ruling presents and will be in-
spired to follow suit.”

Here is a look at what hap-
pened — and what’s next —
in the fight for college athlete
rights:

HOW DID WE GET HERE?

The NCAA has long main-
tained that college players are
“student-athletes” — a term
designed to perpetrate the pre-
tense that education comes first.
But in Power 5 leagues like the
Big Ten and Southeastern Con-
ference, football is a billion-
dollar business that looks more
like the NFL than the glee club
or other extracurricular activi-
ties on campus.

The amateur model is under
attack on several fronts, includ-
ing a 2021 Supreme Court rul-
ing that opened the door for
athletes to be paid; in response,
the NCAA loosened rules to
allow players to profit from

their celebrity. The NCAA is
also facing at least six antitrust
lawsuits, including one brought
last week by attorneys general
from Tennessee and Virginia
that challenges how recruits
can be compensated for their
name, image and likeness.

In a different NLRB proceed-
ing, football and basketball
players at Southern California
say they are employees of the
school, the Pac-12 Conference
in which they play and the
NCAA. That hearing resumes
later this month.

At Dartmouth and its lvy
League brethren, though, the
“student-athlete” paradigm
might actually be accurate.

Dartmouth ~ doesn’t  give
out athletic scholarships, the
program loses money — the

See NCAA, page 11

H.S. Boys Baskethall

McGraw clinches
share of CCL title

By PAUL CIFONELLI
Sports Editor
pcifonelli@cortlandstandard.com

The McGraw boys basket-
ball team snapped a three-game
losing streak with a 46-42 win
over Madison Tuesday night at
McGraw High School. The win
gives the Eagles at least a share
of the CCL title and a chance
to win it at 7 p.m. Thursday at
home against Cincinnatus. A
Cincinnatus win would make
the Lions and Eagles co-cham-
pions.

McGraw held off Madison,
another team that was in league
title contention, thanks to some
stellar defense.

The Eagles held Madison’s
high-powered offense 14 points
below its season average of
55.9.

“Our good defense turned
into good offense,” senior cen-
ter Jaydon Bassett said.

The Eagles led 20-17 at half-
time, but senior guard Caleb
Epp sat most of the half with
two fouls. Epp began taking
over after the break, scoring 11
of his team-high 16 points in
the second half. He was getting
to the rim and finishing around
Madison’s three 6-foot-4 bigs.

“You’ve got to think and
know what you’re doing before
you go in,” Epp said. “Then it’s
just creating the contact, getting
up there and finishing strong.”

Epp’s burst was what Mc-
Graw needed, as the Eagles
opened up a 35-25 lead through
three quarters.

“It’s  everything  because
we’ve been stagnant on offense
lately,” McGraw head coach
Jamey Crumb said. “We’re not
even top 10 in scoring (in Class
D) any more, but our defense is
what carries us.”

Bassett, Riley Van Liew and
Mason Allen had to do battle
with the Madison big men all
game and gave them all they
could handle.

Bassett still managed 10
points, six rebounds, an assist
and three steals, Van Liew had

McGraw 2
Madison 42

three points, two boards, an as-
sist and three steals and Allen
contributed four points and two
boards.

“There’s a lot of physical
contact going up every time,”
Bassett said. “They’re swatting
and swatting. And | couldn’t
make my free throws.”

“l think they did awesome,”
Crumb said. “Every single one
of them was outmatched a little
bit size-wise. We just played
tough and got around them
when they could.”

Madison made a comeback
attempt in the fourth, with the
Blue Devils getting it to 43-40
with 28.8 seconds left. Blair
Mulcahy got fouled and made
one of two, then Madison’s Ja-
cob Burns got a bucket to make
it a two-point game. McGraw’s
Dylan Truman was put in the
game to knock down two free
throws and did just that with 5.1
seconds left to seal the deal.

Both teams struggled from
the line, with McGraw going
10-for-24 and Madison 8-for-
18. This has been a theme for
the Eagles and Crumb has suf-
fered through all of the missed
foul shots.

“It’s probably about three
years every time they do that
and it seems to happen way too
often,” Crumb said.

Epp also had four rebounds
and four assists to go with his
16 points. Calob Sutton added
five points, six boards, three
assists and a steal, Dylan Tru-
man notched five points, Blair
Mulcahy had three points and
three assists and Noah Heath
contributed a steal.

The Eagles are happy to have
a share of the league title, but
want to beat their rival to secure
the CCL all for their own.

“Thursday’s game means ev-
erything,” Epp said. “We’re up
a half game, so it means every-
thing.”

Paul Cifonelli/sports editor

McGraw’s Jaydon Bassett, left, gets out of teammate Ca-
leb Epp’s way Tuesday night at McGraw High School. Epp
scored 16 points and Bassett had 10 in the Eagles’ 46-42 win.

Football

By JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Clem-
son football coach Dabo Swin-
ney, South Carolina football
coach Shane Beamer and Coast-
al Carolina football coach Tim
Beck all came together at the
Statehouse to urge lawmakers to
pass a law allowing their schools
to directly compensate their ath-
letes.

The call for name, image and
likeness legislation came Tues-
day in a South Carolina House
education committee hearing.

College

Foothall

powers support SC athlete compensation bill

It passed unanimously after the
committee started the meeting
with a group photo — coaches
in the front and lawmakers in the
back. The bill now goes to the
House floor; the Senate hasn’t
taken up the matter yet.

The three football coaches
were joined by more than a doz-
en from other sports.

They packed the hearing
room, and South Carolina wom-
en’s basketball coach Dawn
Staley and men’s basketball
coach Lamont Paris prowled the
halls of the House’s office build-

ing to meet with legislators be-
fore the meeting started.

The bill would overhaul a law
passed a few years ago when
name, image and likeness laws
were just starting. It would al-
low universities to work with
companies or others who want
to make NIL offers. The school
could also evaluate the deals and
give advice to athletes. It is simi-
lar to proposals in other states.

“We have been limited in our
NIL involvement through the
ever-changing guidance from
the NCAA, and that has left our

student-athletes trying to figure
out much of this on their own
— navigating complex MIL op-
portunities without trained guid-
ance,” Swinney told the com-
mittee.

Beamer thanked lawmakers
for their consideration, saying
passing the bill was vital to keep
teams in the state competitive.
Republican House Education
and Public Works Commit-
tee chair Shannon Erickson, of
Beaufort, rattled off the nearly
dozen national titles won by
coaches at the meeting or seen

earlier in the day in football,
women’s basketball, mens soc-
cer, equestrian and baseball.

“It is something we deal with
daily. It is also ever changing,
daily,” Beamer said.

The bill is also needed for
lesser known, smaller teams,
Coastal Carolina women’s bas-
ketball coach Kevin Pederson
said.

On his team, one player gets a
few smoothies through her deal
and a second gets bathing suits.
The law would allow the school
to work for better deals for all.

“They need an advocate who
loves them the way | love them.
They need an advocate who will
push for them the way | push for
them,” Pederson said.

The outcome was certain be-
fore the gavel came down to
open the meeting. Republican
Rep. April Cromer from Ander-
son walked up to Swinney and
shook his hand.

“This might not have been
necessary. We were going to
pass it anyway,” she said as
Swinney, Beamer and Beck all
laughed.
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National Hockey League

Jake Oettinger stops 47 shots as Stars edge Sabres 2-1

BUFFALO (AP) — Jake Oet-
tinger stopped 47 shots and Sam
Steel scored midway through
the second period, helping the
Dallas Stars beat the Buffalo
Sabres 2-1 on Tuesday night for
their fourth straight victory.

Matt Duchene also scored as

Dallas celebrated Joe Pavelski’s
1,300th NHL game by continu-
ing the team’s strong play of
late. The 39-year-old Pavelski,
a Wisconsin native, became the
seventh U.S.-born player to
reach that career milestone, and
69th overall.

The Stars improved to 5-0-1
in its past six games and 9-2-1
in its past 12 in opening a three-
game road trip.

Tage Thompson scored for
Buffalo, which blew its fourth
chance of the season to win
three straight. The Sabres

haven’t won three straight since
a three-game run spanning April
6-10 last season.

Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen
stopped 28 shots in an outing
between well-rested teams that
had both been off since Jan. 27.
Though not tested as often as

Oettinger, Luukkonen was sharp
in keeping the score close during
a third period in which the Stars
failed to capitalize on a pair of
two-man advantages, one span-
ning 89 seconds and the other 18
seconds.

The Stars scored first on

Duchene’s power-play goal 3:58
in, and never trailed despite be-
ing outshot 32-12 through two
periods and 48-31 overall.

Steel scored the go-ahead goal
with 10:56 left in the second,
and a little over three minutes
after Thompson tied the game.

Womens College Basketball

Caitlin Glark’s 60-point game In high
chool was sign of things to come

By ERIC OLSON
AP Sports Writer

IOWA CITY, lowa — Caitlin
Clark’s skills were so advanced
when she was in grade school
that her parents signed her up to
play on boys teams. By the time
she entered middle school she
was well-known in basketball
circles across lowa.

This was long before Clark be-
came one of the faces of womens
basketball and, now, on the cusp
of setting the NCAA Division |
scoring record.

Clark was in sixth grade when
Jan Jensen first heard about her.
Not long after, lowa’s associate
head coach and chief recruiter
went to watch the prodigy from
West Des Moines.

She saw a confident player
making pinpoint passes often too
hot for her teammates to handle,
someone who was creative on
drives to the hoop and of course
someone willing to launch the
deep 3-pointers that would be-
come her signature and one of
the reasons she’s one of the Unit-
ed States’ highest-profile female
athletes.

“It didn’t take but a second,
maybe a minute,” Jensen said.
“That little step-back sassy 3,
this little seventh-, eighth-grader.
Yeah, she’s diff. You could just
tell. They’re easy to identify but
really hard to get. Everybody can
see the true, true ones. The trick
is to get them.”

Clark needs 66 points to break
the NCAA career record of 3,527
by Wiashington’s Kelsey Plum
(2013-17). The Hawkeyes play
Penn State at home on Thursday.
With an average of 32.4 points
per game, Clark is on track to
break the record at Nebraska
on Sunday or Feb. 15 at home
against Michigan.

“l didn’t predict this to hap-
pen, but just knowing her work
ethic, knowing her passion for
the sport, knowing her fearless-
ness, I’m really not surprised,”
said Kristin Meyer, who coached
Clark from 2016-20 at Dowl-
ing Catholic High in West Des
Moines. “More than anything,
I’m so happy for her to get to ac-
complish all of these things, to
grow the sport and to grow the
popularity of womens basketball

Earl Hulst/Dowling High School via AP

Basketball player Caitlin Clark stands with head coach Kristin Meyer at the girls state tour-
nament at Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines, lowa, Feb. 25, 2020.

and also the state of lowa.”

The daughter of Brent Clark
and Anne Nizzi-Clark grew up
as the middle child in a sports-
centric family. Caitlin said when
she first started playing basket-
ball, she would cry after every
game her team lost.

“That’s because of how much
| cared,” she said in an interview
with The Associated Press. “I’'m
like 6 years old and it didn’t mat-
ter, obviously. But it mattered to
me.”

That passion for winning took
root when she and brothers Blake
and Colin played board games
and all kinds of sports against
each other. She recalled a base-
ment Nerf basketball game with
Colin that got overheated.

“I just threw him into the

wall,” she said. “He went flying
and his head slapped into it. He
put his hand back and it was just
full of blood. He runs upstairs
to my mom. She goes and gets
a bunch of staples in his head.”

Meyer was preparing for her
first year as Dowling High coach
in 2016 when she first heard
about a “stud eighth-grader”
who would be joining the team.

“l was, ‘OK, that’s nice. We’ll
have a good player,”” Meyer
said.

And then she went to watch
Clark’s AAU club the spring be-
fore her freshman year — “Oh,
she’s real good,” Meyer remem-
bers thinking — and realized she
would build her first team around
Clark.

Coaching Clark was some-

times a challenge, Meyer said,
because she was so advanced in
her skills and basketball 1Q. As
has happened during her career
at lowa, Clark would show frus-
tration if the target of one of her
passes wasn’t ready to catch it
or if a play didn’t unfold as de-
signed.

“There were times the compet-
itiveness of her kind of took over
or she wasn’t as patient,” Meyer
said, “but every high schooler
has to grow through some things
and, looking back, her skill level
was on a different level than oth-
er people, so it was harder for her
at times.”

Clark, who never won a high
school state title, ranks No. 4 on
the Towa high school five-on-
five career scoring chart with

AP Photo/Nick Wass

lowa guard Caitlin Clark dribbles during the first half of a
game against Maryland, Saturday, in College Park, Maryland.

2,547 points. Many lowa schools
played six-on-six into the 1980s
and “90s.

Clark’s AAU team, the All-
lowa Attack, won the 2018 Nike
GEYBL national championship
and was runner-up in 2017 and
2019. She won gold medals at
the international level with the
USA Under 16 and U19 teams.

One of her few disappoint-
ments — and another source of
motivation — came the summer
after her sophomore season when
she was left off the 12-player
roster for the USA U17 team.

“She’s one who loves a chal-
lenge and then responds to it,”
Meyer said. “She took a big step
between her sophomore and ju-
nior year, and a lot of that was
due to not making the team.”

Clark was Gatorade National
Player of the Year after averag-
ing 32.6 points per game as a
junior. Her defining high school
game came late that season at
Mason City, where she made a
state-record 13 3-pointers, on 17
attempts, and scored 60 points,

one off the state record.

By then, Clark was a consen-
sus five-star prospect and receiv-
ing attention from almost every
major program. The Hawkeyes
ultimately won out over Notre
Dame.

Megan Meyer (no relation to
Kristin), who played AAU ball
with Clark and was her team-
mate at lowa for a year, was one
of the Mason City players who
tried to defend her. Mason City
was no pushover, and most of
Clark’s shots were contested in
the 32-minute game.

“l remember thinking, ‘How
in the world can somebody score
60 points in a high school bas-
ketball game?’” Megan Meyer
said.

Clark hit six 3s and scored 25
points in the first quarter alone.
When the game ended, the Ma-
son City student section lined
up to get her autograph, same as
fans do after lowa games now.

“That game, I’m sure, had a lot
of foreshadowing of what was to
come,” Jensen said.

Syracuse dismisses Williams

NBA

Brunson injured, Knicks
hold on to beat Memphis

MAVERICKS 119,

of team rules.

AP Photo/Adrian Kraus
SYRACUSE (AP) — Syracuse forward Benny Williams, left, is defended by North Carolina State
guard DJ Horne during the first half Jan. 27, in Syracuse. On Tuesday, Syracuse University dis-
missed Williams from its mens basketball program. The school announced Williams’ exit without
disclosing the reason for the 6-foot-9 forward’s removal. The statement announcing the decision
said “everyone involved with the program wishes Benny the best.”
Williams had been suspended for the first two games of Syracuse’s season because of a violation

He was averaging 5.4 points, 3.9 rebounds, 1.2 assists and 17 minutes in 18 games this season.
Williams had 7.2 points, 4.1 rebounds and 22.3 minutes per game last season.
Syracuse (14-8, 5-6 Atlantic Coast Conference) hosts Louisville (7-15, 2-9) today.

By PAT PICKENS
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Jalen
Brunson had 27 points and
eight assists before exit-
ing with an apparent ankle
injury, Donte DiVincenzo
had 32 points, and the New
York Knicks hung on for a
123-113 win over the short-
handed Memphis Grizzlies
on Tuesday night.

Isaiah Hartenstein had 17
points and eight rebounds
and  Precious Achiuwa
scored 17 as the Knicks shot
55.8% and won for the 10th
time in their past 11 games,
improving to 16-3 over their
last 19 games.

Brunson, who was ser-
enaded with “M-V-P!”
chants throughout the night
from the home crowd, ap-
peared to injure his ankle
when he was fouled by G.G.
Jackson with 5:31 left. He
did not return.

Seven Grizzlies players
scored in double figures,
led by Vince Williams Jr.’s
19 points. Jackson had 16

points, and David Roddy
chipped in 15 points for
Memphis, which dropped
its sixth straight game de-
spite outscoring New York
39-26 in the fourth quarter.

Despite continuing to
miss starters Julius Randle
(dislocated shoulder) and
OG Anunoby (elbow in-
flammation), the Knicks
never trailed. New York
shot 63.6% in the first half,
building a 70-46 halftime
lead led by Brunson’s 19
points on 8-for-14 shooting.

Memphis entered play
with an NBA-high 282
games lost due to injury and
ranks last in offensive rat-
ing and points per game. It
trailed by 26, 103-77, with
9:11 remaining before roar-
ing back with nine fourth-
quarter 3-pointers that cut
the deficit to four, 113-109,
with two minutes left.

But DiVincenzo scored
eight of New York’s final 10
points, including a crucial
3-pointer that extended the
Knicks’” advantage to seven.

NETS 107

NEW YORK (AP) —
Kyrie Irving scored 36
points in a dazzling return to
Brooklyn exactly one year
after he was traded to Dal-
las, leading the Mavericks
to a 119-107 victory over
the Nets on Tuesday night.

Luka Doncic had 35
points, 18 rebounds and
nine assists as the Maver-
icks’ guard tandem took
turns hitting some deep
3-pointers in the second half
when the Nets were trying to
make a run. Doncic quickly
shed the mask he began the
game with to protect a nasal
contusion and just missed
his 10th triple-double of the
season. Irving was booed
when he touched the ball in
the early going, though he
turned those to cheers after
finishing one of his drives
for a reserve layup or hitting
one of his six 3-pointers —
and when he rose high to
slam down a lob pass in the
third quarter.
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National Football League

Super Bowl expected to smash hetting
records. Nearly 68M plan to wager

By WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — Nearly
68 million American adults — about 1
in 4 — plan to bet on this year’s Super
Bowl, setting a record by a wide mar-
gin, according to the gambling indus-
try’s national trade association.

Figures released Tuesday by the
American Gaming Association include
bets placed with legal outlets, as well as
with illegal bookies and online opera-
tions in other countries.

The volume of betting participation
is projected to be 35% higher than last
year, which was the previous record.

Bettors plan to wager an estimated
$23.1 billion on this year’s Super Bowl,
up from $16 billion last year, the group
predicted.

Of that, about $1.5 billion is projected
to be bet with legal outlets, the group
said, citing consensus estimates from
various sources. That is in the same
ballpark as the $1.25 billion in legal
bets projected by Irvine, California-
based research firm Eilers & Krejeik
Gaming.

Sports betting is legal in 38 states
plus Washington, D.C.

“There’s a good chance that every
Super Bow!I for the next ten or so years
will be the most bet Super Bowl thanks
to the underlying growth of regulated
sports betting in the U.S.,” said gam-

AP Photo/Wayne Parry

Matt Smircich, of Hamburg, New Jersey, makes sports bets at the Hard
Rock casino in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on Friday.

bling analyst Chris Grove, a partner at
Eilers & Krejcik Gaming.
Sunday’s game will feature the de-

fending Super Bowl champion Kansas
City Chiefs against the San Francisco
49ers in a rare rematch from four years

ago. The 49ers are favored by 2.5
points, meaning they would have to win
the game by 3 or more points for bets on
them to be winners.

Conversely, if the Chiefs win, or if
they lose by no more than 2 points, bets
on Kansas City would win. Those odds
are from FanDuel Sportsbook, the of-
ficial odds provider for The Associated
Press.

The romance between Chiefs star
tight end Travis Kelce and pop superstar
Taylor Swift might be helping drive in-
terest in this Super Bowl. About 73% of
adults say they plan to watch the game
this year, about 10% higher than in re-
cent previous years.

“I think the ‘Taylor Swift effect’ will
be more obviously felt in terms of the
total number of people watching and
betting on the game than it will be in
the total dollars bet on the game,”
Grove said. “But there’s little doubt that
sportsbooks will be seeing Swifties sign
up that otherwise would not have given
sports betting a second thought.”

Likewise, Cait DeBaun, a vice presi-
dent with the American Gaming As-
sociation, said Swift could be one of
several reasons for increased betting on
this year’s Super Bowl, along with “the
compelling matchup,” the game being
held in Las Vegas, the nation’s betting
capital, and the growing availability of
legal sports betting in the U.S.

Everyone hopes the Chiefs-49ers game
won’t come down to an officiating call

By HOWARD FENDRICH
AP National Writer

San Francisco 49ers CEO
Jed York was asked the other
day what comes to mind when
he thinks back to his team’s
Super Bowl loss to Patrick
Mahomes and the Kansas City
Chiefs four years ago, and he
quipped: “lI mean, | remem-
ber Nick Bosa getting held on
third-and-long — and that not
getting called.”

So perhaps it would be un-
derstandable if York wasn’t
thrilled to learn the referee in
charge back then, Bill Vinov-
ich, will be wearing the white
cap in Las Vegas for the Nin-
ers vs. Chiefs championship
rematch on Sunday, too. One
of the biggest fears when it
comes to the biggest sport’s
biggest games might just be
that a high-profile bad call or

no-call will play a role in the
result — and each of the past
two Super Bowls did have key,
questioned rulings in the late
stages.

“The reality is, if something
happens in the Super Bowl,
that is going to stay with you
the entire offseason. That is
going to really direct and con-
trol the narrative around the
finish. You can have a great
year and you can have smooth
sailing — and then something
goes wrong in the Super Bowl,
and that’s all people are going
to remember,” said Dean Blan-
dino, who was a replay official
for two Super Bowls before a
stint as the NFL’s head of offi-
ciating. “There’s no doubt that
is a major, major concern.”

Team owners, front-office
executives, coaches and play-
ers don’t want that.

Neither do fans — or gam-
blers (who, aside from a vested
interest in the final score, can
wager on the total number of
penalty yards or which coach
will challenge a call first in the
Super Bowl).

Neither does the league. And
neither do those wearing the
black-and-white uniforms.

“No official wants to be
part of the story,” said Mike
Pereira, who worked on the
field for NFL games and later
oversaw all of the league’s of-
ficiating. “None of them.”

It’s bad enough when an
error comes in the regular
season, dominating next-day

conversation, as seemed to
happen repeatedly in 2023-24.
It’s worse when it comes in
the postseason. Worst of all is
when it appears to directly af-
fect a key game’s outcome.

AP Photo/Hans Deryk, File
Jets head coach Bill Parcells complains to side judge Mike
Pereira at the conclusion of a game against the Dolphins in
Miami Nov. 9, 1997. Parcells was arguing a call late in the
fourth quarter that was ruled as an incomplete pass to wide
receiver Wayne Chrebet.

Giants hire ex Titans defensive coordinator Bowen

EAST RUTHERFORD (AP) — New
York Giants coach Brian Daboll took
his time interviewing defensive coordi-
nators before choosing Shane Bowen.

Daboll formally hired Bowen on
Tuesday, finding an experienced re-
placement for veteran coordinator Wink
Martindale. The Giants and Martindale
parted ways last month after Daboll

fired two of Martindale’s defensive as-
sistants. Bowen spent the previous six
seasons in Tennessee. The Titans pro-
moted him to defensive coordinator in
2021 after he spent his first three years
as the team’s outside linebacker’s coach.

Tennessee led the league this season
in red zone scoring defense — allowing
touchdowns on 37.7% of drives inside

the 20-yard line — goal-to-go scoring
(42.9%), and third down conversation
rate in the red zone (23.4%).

During Bowen’s tenure as DC, the
Titans allowed the fewest rushing yards
in the NFL (89.7 yards a game) and al-
lowed a league-low 3.70 yards per at-
tempt.

Daboll interviewed at least eight can-

didates for the job before picking Bow-
en. The 37-year-old Bowen became
available when head coach Mike Vrabel
and his assistants were dismissed after
the Titans finished 6-11 and last in the
AFC South. The Giants also hired an-
other Titans assistant by naming former
Tennessee offensive coordinator Tim
Kelly as the team’s tight ends coach.

NCAA

continued from page 9

school claims, though the players
dispute that — and athletes are ex-
pected to prioritize their academic
responsibilities before sports. The
school says playing on the basket-
ball team is not a job; it’s like par-
ticipating in the orchestra or Model
United Nations.

But the players argued that the
school exerts enough control over
them to make them employees, and
Sacks agreed.

“Because Dartmouth has the
right to control the work performed
by the Dartmouth mens basketball
team, and the players perform that
work in exchange for compensa-
tion, I find that the petitioned-for
basketball players are employees,”
she wrote.

WHAT’S NEXT?

First, the mens basketball team
will vote on whether to form a
union. The outcome of the elec-
tion does not seem to be in doubt,
considering that all 15 members
of the team signed the petition
last fall asking to join Local 560
of the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union, which already repre-
sents some other employees at the
school.

But even if the union drive pass-
es, there are other hurdles.

Assuming Dartmouth doesn’t
drop its appeal and recognize the
union, the matter goes to the full
NLRB. In a previous case involv-
ing the Northwestern football team,
the board overturned the initial rul-
ing (on a technicality that doesn’t
apply here). That appeal took about
15 months, though the Dartmouth
players hope for a quicker ruling
because it’s a presidential election
year with the possibility that the
makeup of the board will flip Re-
publican in January.

Even if the full board affirms
Sacks’ decision, the school could
turn to the federal courts — a pro-
cess that could delay the resolution
for several years. If the players
ultimately win — or if Dartmouth
drops its opposition — only then
would they be able to negotiate on
a collective bargaining agreement.

And all that does is give them
the chance to argue they are worth
more to the school than free gear
and lunch money.

WHAT DO THEY WANT?

The Dartmouth players want to
be paid $20 an hour, like the caf-
eteria workers on campus, with the
school paying their health care pre-
miums.

But should they win, the implica-
tions are likely to spread through-
out college sports.

Other teams on the Hanover,
New Hampshire, campus could
chose to unionize. And rather than
cede to Dartmouth the recruiting
edge of a salary and benefits, the
rest of the lvy League could be
prompted to accept unions as well.
(The other option would be to boot
Dartmouth from the Ivy League —
which seems an unlikely, and tem-
porary, reprieve.) And if Dartmouth
basketball players are ultimately
deemed employees, that makes it
much more difficult for schools
with big-time sports to prop up
the “student-athlete” model. Those
future NFL and NBA stars could
make millions more if the NCAA
business model goes away.

SCHOOLS

continued from page 9

and a dominant 18-3 run in the
fourth to close out its win.

The Purple Tigers saw pro-
duction from many, with all
eight players that touched the
court scoring. Gambitta scored
10 points in the final-quarter
surge and finished with 14 to
lead her team. Turner added 11
points, with seven coming in the
second half. Harris finished with
eight points, Zee-Anna Sweat
had three and Hubbard, Aubree
Larkin, Lily Yang and Lily Tin-
ker had two apiece.

Harris was big for Cortland
Tuesday. Meyer was looking for
a player to step up with her start-
ing point guard absent from the
lineup and Harris did just that.
The head coach also liked the
looks the offense was getting,
particularly in the second half.
She saw good signs from her
team up and down the bench,
something she is hoping will
give them confidence moving
forward.

“I am happy with the offense,”
Meyer said. “Katie Harris
stepped up majorly and took on
the role shooting. Kartyr, Katie,
Tinker, Zee all got great looks.
We’ve just got to keep finding
them those looks and get them
comfortable to put those points

up.n

“It’s just about being confident
and knowing that every time
you get the ball, we’re looking
to score,” Meyer added. “Maybe
it’s not you, but you’re looking
for the next score. It’s just get-
ting into that mentality not to
rely on our three seniors, and |
think today that really started to
come together.”

Cortland’s defense contin-
ues to perform at a high level
with Tuesday’s win. The Purple
Tigers allowed their second-
lowest point total of the season
against Mexico with 16. The
season-low for points allowed is
15 against Windsor on Dec. 28.
Over the last three games, they
have allowed a total of 63 points
with 22 against Chittenango, 25
against Westhill and 16 on Tues-
day.

Meyer was happy with Tues-
day’s defensive performance
and knows what the team needs
to do consistently to be success-
ful down the stretch.

“We got the job done and our
defense listened and dealt with
the challenge,” Meyer said. “We
did well, but at times we got
caught standing up straight, had
some silly reaches and missed
some rotations. That’s what we
do sometimes, and it can hurt us
down the stretch. Those are the
behaviors that we need all the
time. We need to get into that

deep help or getting back on
weakside transition.”

Cortland plays again at 6:45
p.m. Friday at home against
Norwich.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
SYRACUSE WEST 58,
HOMER 56

Syracuse West made two of
three free throws with 0.3 sec-
onds left to send Homer to its
fourth loss in a row. The Trojans
led 43-39 through three quar-
ters before Syracuse West came
back. Lauren Franco had a team-
high 18 points for Homer.

Izzy Small went for 10 points,
Lizzie McCloy netted seven
points, Kaylee Darling had six
points, Eila Spanbauer and Mad-
die Morgan scored five points
apiece, Anya Gofkowski had
three points and Brayden Parti-
gianoni had two points.

MARATHON 33,
SOUTHERN CAYUGA 31
Abby Ensign hit a buzzer-

beating jumper from the base-
line to give Marathon, now 12-5,
the win in a low-scoring affair.
The senior guard scored a team-
high 10 points for the Olympi-
ans, who led 18-6 at halftime.
Addie Oram knocked down
three triples for nine points,
Catherine Newkirk contributed
eight points and Anna Hoyt

made two 3-pointers for six
points.

TULLY 71,
FABIUS-POMPEY 30

Grace McKenna and Ella Po-
lak combined for 38 points as
Tully moved to 13-4 on the sea-
son. McKenna scored 20 points
and Polak had 18 and the Black
Knights opened up a 57-17 lead
through three quarters.

Sammy Morgan made three
threes for nine points, Rachel
Daddona  contributed  eight
points and Mary Earley, Gabby
Flatt, Gwyn Wilbur and Anna
Pierce scored four points apiece
for Tully.

BOYS BASKETBALL
INSTITUTE OF TECH. 82,
HOMER 45

Homer couldn’t slow down a
potent ITC offense, falling be-
hind 27-13 after a quarter and
63-39 through three. Wyatt Wil-
bur led the Trojans’ offense with
19 points.

Kaden Durham and Mitchell
Earle each scored eight points,
Tyler Van Etten scored six points
and Max Franco had four points
for Homer.

MARATHON 41,
SOUTHERN CAYUGA 40
Marathon’s  defense  held

Southern Cayuga to just eight

points in the fourth and the
Olympians knocked down four
free throws to seal the narrow
win. Jake Byron paced Mara-
thon with 17 points and Zach
Birdsall contributed 10.

Colton  Oram,  Camdyn
Kashuba and Austin Poth all
scored four points in the Olym-
pians’ win. Marathon was with-
out starting point guard Bryce
Hartman.

CANDOR 57,
GROTON 37
No additional details were re-
ported.

FAITH HERITAGE 66,
DeRUYTER 56
No additional details were re-
ported.

MORAVIA 59,
UNION SPRINGS 49

Abram Wasileski became the
school’s all-time leading scorer
with 17 points in a big IAC win.
Moravia is now 15-3 on the sea-
son.

Kyler Proper also added 17
points, Aiden Kelly notched 10
points, Drew Nye scored nine
points and Riley Jones had six
points for the Blue Devils.

INDOOR TRACK & FIELD
CORTLAND
Bryan Honan and Jack Phelan

both won sectional titles Tues-
day, with Honan winning the
boys weight throw with a 54-
foot, 10-inch throw and Phelan
topping the field in the boys long
jump with a 42-foot, 5.25-inch
leap.

Honan also finished second in
the shot put and Michael Dearie
was third in the shot put and sec-
ond in the weight throw.

Isabella Sisting set a new
school record in the girls 55-me-
ter dash with a time of 7.87 sec-
onds. Rileigh Madden finished
third in the pole vault and fourth
in the long jump, Ashley Merritt
tied Madden for third in the pole
vault, Alivia Reif finished fifth
in the shot put and Campbell
Bush was sixth in the 55-meter
hurdles.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE
BOYS BASKETBALL
Cincinnatus at LaFayette, 6:30 p.m. today
Cincinnatus at McGraw, 7 p.m. Thursday

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Groton at Candor, 7 p.m. today
Marathon at Oxford, 7 p.m. Thursday
Tully at LaFayette, 6 p.m. Thursday

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
No. 10 McGraw at No. 7 New York Mills, 6 p.m. today
No. 6 Weedsport or No. 11 Westmoreland
at No. 2 Tully, 6 p.m. Thursday

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Herkimer at Cincinnatus, 5:30 p.m. Thursday

INDOOR TRACK & FIELD
Homer at Onondaga Community College,
4:30 p.m. today
Tully at Onondaga Community College,
4:30 p.m. Thursday

BOWLING
Cortland, Homer at Strike N Spare Lanes,
3:30 p.m. today
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Zelenskyy signals shakeup of Ukraine’s military
leadership 1s Imminent at a critical point in war

By ILLIANOVIKOV
and SAMYA KULLAB
Associated Press

KY1V, Ukraine — Ukrainian
President \olodymyr Zelen-
skyy said he is thinking about
dismissing the country’s top
military officer as part of a
broader leadership shakeup,
a possibility that has shocked
the nation fighting a war to end
Russia’s invasion and also wor-
ried Ukraine’s Western allies.

Zelenskyy confirmed in an
interview with lItalian broad-
caster RAI TV released late
Sunday that he was thinking
about removing Gen. Valerii
Zaluzhnyi, the popular com-
mander-in-chief of Ukraine’s
armed forces. He said he was
contemplating the move to en-
sure the country remains led by
individuals who are “convinced
of victory” against Russia.

“A reset, a new beginning is
necessary,” Zelenskyy said. The
review is “not about a single
person but about the direction
of the country’s leadership.”

“I’m thinking about this re-
placement, but you can’t say
here we replaced a single per-
son,” Zelenskyy said. “When
we talk about this, I mean a
replacement of a series of state
leaders, not just in a single sec-
tor like the military. If we want
to win, we must all push in the
same direction, convinced of
victory. We cannot be discour-
aged, let our arms fall. We must
have the right positive energy.”

Zelenskyy’s comments were
his first acknowledgement of
Zaluzhnyi,’s possible firing. The
potential ouster of the general
already has caused an uproar
in Ukraine and delighted the
Kremlin as the war approaches

its second anniversary.

Zaluzhnyi is widely respected
among Ukrainian service mem-
bers and considered a national
hero. He is credited with stall-
ing Russia’s full-scale invasion
in the early days of the war and
expertly pushing back Mos-
COW’S troops.

Kyiv Mayor Vitalii Klitschko
criticized the possibility of Za-
luzhnyi’s firing, saying it was
due to the general’s leadership
that “many Ukrainians truly
trust the armed forces.”

“Today is a moment when
politics might prevail over rea-
son and country’s interests,”
Klitschko said on social media.
The mayor of Ukraine’s capital
city has been a vocal critic of
Zelenskyy. The presidency in
turn has accused Klitschko’s of-
fice of inefficiencies.

It is unclear who might re-
place Zaluzhnyi and if his suc-
cessor would command the
same level of respect from
Ukraine’s troops and foreign
defense leaders. His firing could
risk degrading morale at a criti-
cal time in the war.

According to Ukrainian and
Western media reports, Zelen-
skyy asked Zaluzhnyi to resign
last week, but the general re-
fused. Zaluzhnyi has not com-
mented publicly on the reports.

Tensions between him and the
president have been rising since
a much anticipated Ukrainian
counteroffensive, which was
launched in June with the help
of an array of Western weapons,
failed to produce major terri-
tory gains in Russian-occupied
areas, disappointing allies.

Ukraine now is grappling
with ammunition and personnel
shortages while Russia is on the

offensive, mounting relentless
attacks.

Four people were killed and
at least one was injured in a
Monday afternoon strike over
the city of Kherson in southern
Ukraine, the head of the local
military administration said.

The need for a broad mobili-
zation to beef up the number of
Ukrainian troops has reportedly
been one of the areas of dis-
agreement between Zelenskyy
and Zaluzhnyi.

Zelenskyy said at the end

Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP
In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, visits the Zaporizhzhia region, the site of fierce battles with
the Russian troops in Ukraine, Sunday.

of last year that he had turned
down the military’s request to
marshal up to 500,000 people,
demanding more details about
how the mobilization would be
organized and paid for.

A rift between Zaluzhnyi and
Zelenskyy first broke into the
open in the fall when the general
acknowledged in an interview
with The Economist that the
fighting with Russia had stale-
mated. The president strongly
denied that was the case.

For his part, Zaluzhnyi has

published two essays laying out
his vision for how Ukraine can
win the war. In his writings, he
said it was critical for Ukraine
to have air superiority, to ex-
tending its efficiency in coun-
tering enemy artillery, to build
up reserves and to increase
electronic warfare capabilities.

Dutch Defense Minister Ka-
jsa Ollongren announced Mon-
day that the Netherlands was
preparing six additional F-16
fighter jets to give Ukraine on
top of 18 the country had previ-

ously pledged.

Ukraine’s “aerial superior-
ity is essential for countering
Russian aggression,” Ollongren
said in a message on X, former-
ly Twitter. Denmark also has
promised to donate 19 F-16s to
Ukraine.

Lt. Gen. Serhii Nayev, the
commander of the Ukrainian
military’s joint forces, said
Monday that the country was set
to receive missiles with a range
186 to 310 miles along with
the F-16s as part of upcoming
defense aid packages from its
allies, according to Ukrainian
news agency RBK-Ukraine.

Ukraine desperately needs
more Western military assis-
tance as Russian forces maneu-
ver from many directions along
the drawn-out war’s 900-mile
front line. House Republicans
in the U.S. are moving forward
with a military spending pack-
age that provides aid to Israel
but leaves out more help for
Ukraine. Zaluzhnyi’s dismissal
could fuel further uncertainty
among Western allies.

Russia has rejoiced at the
prospect, with Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov saying
that the talk about Zaluzhnyi’s
dismissal exposed rifts in the
Ukrainian leadership.

The Ukrainska Pravda news-
paper reported Monday that
Zelenskyy also was considering
the removal of General Staff
Chief Serhii Shaptala.

Zaluzhnyi on Monday con-
gratulated Shaptala on his birth-
day and posted a picture of them
together on Facebook.

“It will still be very difficult
for us, but we will definitely
never be ashamed,” Zaluzhnyi
wrote.

Pakistan’s election resembles a coronation
or a sure bet, leaving voters disillusioned

By RIAZAT BUTT
Associated Press

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan
is holding parliamentary elec-
tions this week but many voters
are disillusioned and wonder if
the balloting can bring any real
change in a country mired in
political feuding, a seemingly
intractable economic crisis and
resurgent militancy.

Forty-four political parties
will compete on Thursday for
a share of the 266 seats in the
National Assembly, or the lower
house of parliament, with an
additional 70 seats reserved for
women and minorities.

After the election, the new
parliament will choose the
country’s next prime minister.
If no party wins an outright ma-
jority, then the one with the big-
gest share of assembly seats can
form a coalition government.

WHY DOES IT LOOK
LIKE ASURE BET?

Many experts agree that in
Pakistan’s political landscape
today, there really seems to be
only one top contender for the
post of premier — Nawaz Shar-
if, a three-times former prime
minister who has returned to the
country and been absolved of
past convictions.

Sharif came back last October
after four years of self-imposed
exile in London to avoid serving
prison sentences. Within weeks
of his return, his sentences were
thrown out and his convictions
overturned.

His archrival, former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, a cricket
hero turned Islamist politician
who was ousted in April 2022,
is behind bars and banned from
contesting the vote.

And although Khan has a sig-
nificant grassroots following,
it’s the intensity of his downfall
and the ease of Sharif’s return
that have led many to believe
the outcome has been already
decided.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

Nuclear-armed Pakistan is the
fifth most populous country in
the world and an unpredictable
Western ally. It borders Afghan-
istan, China, India and Iran — a
region rife with hostile boundar-
ies and tense relations.

For the international commu-
nity, a strong and stable Paki-
stani government means a better

AP Photo/Muhammad Sajjad

Workers prepare ballot boxes and other materials before dispatching them in polling sta-
tions for the upcoming general election on Thursday, at an election commission office in

Peshawar, Pakistan, Monday.

chance of containing any unrest,
addressing economic challenges
and stemming illegal migration.

And though anything can hap-
pen on election day, both Shar-
if’s Pakistan Muslim League
and Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf have led lackluster cam-
paigns over the past few weeks
— something experts say only
feeds into the general apathy
among some 127 million eli-
gible voters.

That could come back to haunt
Pakistan’s next government and
set the stage for an even more
intense brain drain and more
political trouble ahead, as well
as violent protests. And that in
turn would only benefit Islamic
militants.

A GROWING BACKLASH
AGAINST THE ELITE
Khan’s May 2023 arrest trig-
gered destructive rampages on
a scale unseen since the 2007
assassination of former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto. Khan’s
supporters blamed the military
for his demise and set about
wrecking military buildings and
property — a strong message of
defiance in a country where the

army wields huge influence.

The authorities responded
with mass arrests, a crackdown
on Khan’s party, and the intro-
duction of military trials for ci-
vilians. The clampdown appears
to have broken some of that
spirit, though a recent pre-elec-
tion rally in the southern city
of Karachi, where police were
forced to disperse Khan’s sup-
porters with tear gas, showed
that some were ready to fight for
him.

Military affairs scholar Ayes-
ha Siddiga warns of more insta-
bility as the anti-establishment
sentiment grows. “People are
angry,” Siddiga said. “The dis-
like of the army has increased
tremendously, and it’s more no-
ticeable.”

DANGERS OF APATHY

A year ago, Khan was still a
free man rallying for a come-
back while Sharif, ousted in
2017 over corruption allega-
tions and banned for life from
holding public office, was in
London, seemingly out of the
picture.

Now the tables have turned.
Khan is in prison while Sharif’s

return and the absolution that
followed — compounded with
an election campaign he only
launched on Jan. 15 — posi-
tioned him as the security estab-
lishment’s preferred candidate.

Pakistan isn’t known for
holding free and fair elections.
Ballot-stuffing, voter intimida-
tion and other forms of electoral
fraud have been commonplace
in the past.

First-time voter Noreen Khan,
who works in an Islamabad
beauty salon, said she holds
little hope for a free vote and
believes there is no way Khan’s
“party will be allowed to win”
— despite its popularity.

Farzana Shaikh, an associ-
ate fellow at the London-based
think tank Chatham House, says
much seems “all too familiar” in
this election.

“Nothing is shocking to those
who have followed Pakistani
politics,” she said and added
that although there is a strong
sense of déja vu, she cannot re-
member so much division in the
runup to an election.

“The political climate is the
most polarized we have seen in
Pakistan’s history,” she said.

King Charles Il
to halt public duties
amid cancer therapy

By JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press
LONDON — Britain’s King
Charles 11l has been diagnosed
with cancer and has

Kate is still taking a break
from royal duties as she recov-
ers. Her husband, Prince Wil-
liam, who is heir to the throne,
also took time off to

begun treatment, Buck-
ingham Palace said
Monday. Less than 18
months into his reign,
the 75-year-old mon-
arch will suspend pub-
lic engagements but
will continue with state
business, and won’t be

help look after the cou-
ple’s three children, but
is due to preside over
an investiture ceremo-
ny at Windsor Castle
and a charity dinner on
Wednesday.

Charles took the
throne intending to pre-

handing over his consti-
tutional roles as head of
state.

The palace didn’t disclose
what form of cancer the king
has, but said it’s not related to
his recent treatment for a benign
prostate condition. The palace
said “a separate issue of concern
was noted” during Charles’ treat-
ment for an enlarged prostate
last month, when he spent three
nights in a London hospital.

“Diagnostic tests have identi-
fied a form of cancer,” it said in
a statement.

“His Majesty has today com-
menced a schedule of regular
treatments, during which time
he has been advised by doctors
to postpone public-facing du-
ties,” the palace said. “Through-
out this period, His Majesty
will continue to undertake State
business and official paperwork
as usual.”

The king is being treated as an
outpatient, the palace said.

It said Charles, who has gen-
erally enjoyed good health, “re-
mains wholly positive about his
treatment and looks forward to
returning to full public duty as
soon as possible.”

The palace added that the king
“has chosen to share his diagno-
sis to prevent speculation and in
the hope it may assist public un-
derstanding for all those around
the world who are affected by
cancer.”

Charles became king in Sep-
tember 2022 when his mother,
Queen Elizabeth II, died at the
age of 96 after 70 years on the
throne.

News of the king’s diagnosis
comes as his daughter-in-law
Kate, Princess of Wales, recov-
ers from abdominal surgery that
saw her hospitalized for about
two weeks.

Charles

side over a slimmed-
down monarchy with
fewer senior royals car-
rying out ceremonial public du-
ties.

But with Charles and Kate
both  temporarily  sidelined,
Prince Harry self-exiled to Cali-
fornia and Prince Andrew large-
ly banished from view because
of his friendship with sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein, the royal
“Firm” risks becoming severely
overstretched.

The king personally called
both William and Harry — as
well as his siblings Princess
Anneg, Prince Andrew and Prince
Edward — to share news of his
health.

Harry, who quit royal duties
in 2020, has spoken to his father
about the diagnosis and “will be
traveling to U.K. to see His Maj-
esty in the coming days,” said
the office of Harry and his wife,
Meghan. U.K. political leaders
sent messages of support. Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak tweeted:
“Wishing His Majesty a full and
speedy recovery. | have no doubt
he’ll be back to full strength in
no time and | know the whole
country will be wishing him
well.”

U.S. President Joe Biden,
traveling in Las Vegas on Mon-
day, said he had just learned
about Charles’s diagnosis and
said he hopes to speak with him,
“God willing.”

“I’m concerned about him,”
Biden told reporters.

The president later posted on
X, formerly known as Twitter:
“Navigating a cancer diagno-
sis, treatment, and survivorship
takes hope and absolute cour-
age. Jill and I join the people of
the United Kingdom in praying
that His Majesty experiences a
swift and full recovery.”
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Now Is a key time to pay off your credit card debt

By CORA LEWIS
Associated Press

NEW YORK — For Ameri-
cans who lacked savings prior
to the pandemic, financial stress
is rising. A combination of infla-
tion, increased interest rates, and
the end of pandemic-tied relief,
such as the moratorium on stu-
dent loan payments, has led to re-
cord credit card debt, experts say.

In the third quarter of 2023,
Americans held more than $1.05
trillion on their credit cards, and
the average interest rate on a
given credit card is now rough-
ly 21.5%, the highest it’s been
since the Federal Reserve started
tracking rates in 1994.

A recent report from credit
rating company Moody’s found
credit card delinquencies are
now well above 2019, or pre-
pandemic levels.

Silvio Tavares, president and
CEO of VantageScore, one of the
country’s two major credit scor-
ing systems, said, “the reality is
that there are starting to be some

significant signs of stress,” de-
spite consumers generally being
in good financial health.

If you’re facing increased
credit card debt, while feeling
the ongoing effects of inflation,
here’s what to consider:

ASK FOR ARATE CUT

One of the first things you
should do is ask your credit card
company to lower your rates.

While the Federal Reserve
signaled last week that its first
interest rate cut is likely months
away, the average credit card in-
terest rate is already far and away
higher than the rate set by the
Fed. Most companies offer pro-
motional rates and ways to move
your balances to low or zero-in-
terest cards, at least for the first
year. These promotions can help
keep debt from accumulating.

That said, you may have to pay
a balance transfer fee and pay the
balance off before a given pro-
motion window ends, or face ad-
ditional interest.

Some In US saddled
with credit card debt
as prices remain high

By KEN SWEET
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK — While the
U.S. economy is broadly healthy,
pockets of Americans have run
through their savings and run up
their credit card balances after
battling inflation for more than
two years.

Experts worry that members
of these groups — mostly lower-
and middle-income Americans,
who tend to be renters — are
falling behind on their debts and
could face further deterioration
of their financial health in the
year ahead, particularly those
who have recently resumed pay-
ing off student loans.

“The U.S. economy is current-
ly performing better than most
forecasters expected a year ago,
thanks in large part to a resil-
ient consumer,” wrote Shernette
McLoud, an economist with TD
Economics, in a report issued last
week. “However, more recently
that spending is increasingly be-
ing financed by credit cards.”

Americans held more than
$1.05 trillion on their credit cards
in the third quarter of 2023, a re-
cord, and a figure certain to grow
once the fourth-quarter data is
released by Federal Deposit In-
surance Corp. next month. A re-
cent report from the credit rating
company Moody’s showed that
credit card delinquency rates and
charge-off rates, or the percent
of loans that a bank believes will
never be repaid, are now well
above their 2019 levels and are
expected to keep climbing.

These worrisome metrics co-
incide with the average inter-
est rate on a bank credit card of
roughly 21.5%, the highest it’s
been since the Federal Reserve
started tracking the data in 1994.

“Overall, the consumer is
credit healthy. However, the real-
ity is that there are starting to be
some significant signs of stress,”
said Silvio Tavares, president
and CEO of VantageScore, one
of the country’s two major credit
scoring systems.

Most analyses of Americans’
financial health tend to tell a tale
of two consumers.

On one side are the roughly
two-thirds of Americans who
own their homes and those
who’ve invested in the stock
market and done substantially
well. They generally had the sav-
ings cushion necessary to weath-
er high inflation. Delinquency

rates on single-family homes
remain at near historic lows and
home prices have continued to
climb.

But for the rest of America,
things are looking rough.

“You have these noticeable
pockets of consumers — mostly
middle- and lower-income rent-
ers who have not benefitted from
the wealth effect of higher hous-
ing prices and stock prices —
who are feeling financial stress
and that’s driving up these delin-
quency levels. They’ve been hit
very hard by inflation,” said War-
ren Kornfeld, a senior vice presi-
dent at Moody’s, in an interview.

Kornfeld, who co-wrote a
report looking at the climbing
levels of delinquencies, ex-
pects them to keep climbing
this year.

Consumers’ financial health
could play a big role in the 2024
election. President Joe Biden is
running in part on his efforts to
bring down costs for U.S. fami-
lies. Republicans counter that
Biden is to blame for higher
costs in the first place.

One way to gauge this bifurca-
tion of the American economy is
by looking at the results of some
major credit card companies. The
customers of Capital One, Dis-
cover Financial and Synchrony
have historically been those with
lower credit scores, while Ameri-
can Express typically serves the
wealthiest and well-to-do.

At Synchrony Bank, the larg-
est issuer of retail co-brand
credit cards, the charge-off rate
jumped from 3.5% to 5.6% in a
year. Meanwhile, roughly 4.7%
of Synchrony customers are 30
days or more behind on their
bills, which is also up from a
year ago.

Discover’s customers are car-
rying $102 billion in balances
on their credit cards, up 13%
from a year earlier. Meanwhile,
the charge-off rates and 30-day
delinquency rates have climbed.
Executives say they can see the
impact of inflation.

“Think about a consumer that
makes $50,000 a year,” said John
Green, Discover’s chief financial
officer, at an investor confer-
ence in December. “When infla-
tion outpaces your wage growth,
they’re making choices in terms
of what they’re going to spend,
what bill they’re going to pay
and what they’re going to frankly
put on their table.”
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An American Express card is shown, Jan. 18, in Atlanta.

What’s more, reports on bank
industry sentiment show banks
are becoming increasingly con-
servative in which loans they
give out, which means refinanc-
ing may be becoming more dif-
ficult.

PAY OFF HIGHER-
INTEREST DEBT FIRST
Known as the “avalanche ap-

proach,” paying off debt that ac-
cumulates interest more quickly
will always be more efficient
than paying off lower-interest
debt first. This is the most fi-
nancially sound method of debt
management.

Another way, known as the
“snowball approach,” consid-
ers the psychological rewards
of paying off small debts first,
which can boost morale, before
tackling larger debts. Some fi-
nancial counselors see this meth-
od as more motivating.

Nonprofit credit counseling
can be found through the Nation-
al Foundation for Credit Coun-

seling at nfcc.org.

CONSOLIDATE LOANS
AND LOWER YOUR
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENT

Wherever possible, counsel-
ors also encourage consumers to
consolidate loans, at fixed rates
when available. The Federal
Trade Commission’s Consumer
Advice guide for Getting Out of
Debt can help you make a plan.

When it comes to student loan
payments, also make sure all of
those debts are consolidated, and
that you’re taking advantage of
every way to lower that monthly
cost.

The Public Service Loan
Forgiveness program is one of
several avenues for relief still
available to many with student
debt. Other sources for borrow-
ers include: false certification,
borrower defense, closed school,
total/permanent disability dis-
charges, and alternate repayment
programs like income-driven re-
payment.

AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File
A Discover card is used to pay for gasoline at a Sam’s Club
in Madison, Mississippi, July 1, 2021. According to experts,
a combination of inflation, increased interest rates, and the
end of pandemic-tied relief has led to record credit card debt.

LEGALS

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Notice of Formation of WYNS FAMILY
FARM LLC. Atrticles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 2024-01-02. Office location:
Cortland County. SSNY designated as
agent of Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY should mail
process to WYNS FAMILY FARM LLC:
830 landers Corners Road Marathon
NY 13803. Purpose: Any lawful purpose

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of MOUNTAINS
FURY KENNEL, LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with Secretary of
State of NY (SSNY) on 01/18/2024.
Office location: CORTLAND. SSNY
designated as agent ofLimited Liability
Company (LLC) upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY should
mail process to THE LLC: 7205 US
ROUTE 11, TULLY, NY 13159, which is
also the principal buisness location..
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

CAYUGA COUNTY

NOTICE OF SALE
Lien sale: JIJ Auction Svcs Ltd &
Michael Solomon Lic# 2004557
sells 2/16/24 6:30Pm 1446 State
Route 38 Moravia 21 ME/BE van
W1Y40CHY9MTO062378 re: Principle
Mrchnts Lsng Ltd . 1/31 + 2/7, 2024

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME COURT
COUNTY OF CORTLAND REVERSE
MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS, INC.,
Plaintiff AGAINST EDWARD R.
PURSER, ET AL., Defendant(s)
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale duly entered October 13,
2023, |, the undersigned Referee will
sell at public auction at the Cortland
County Courthouse, 46 Greenbush
Street, Cortland, NY on February 14,
2024 at 10:00AM, premises known as
44 HAMLIN STREET, CORTLAND, NY
13045. All that certain plot piece or
parcel of land, with the buildings and
Improvements erected, situate, lying
and being in the City of Cortland,
County of Cortland and State of New
York, Section 86.40, Block 02, Lot
14.000. Approximate amount of
judgment $100,821.32 plus interest and
costs. Premises will be sold subject to
provisions of filed Judgment Index
#EF18-527. The aforementioned
auction will be conducted in accordance
with the CORTLAND County COVID-19
mitigation protocols and as such all
persons must comply with social
distancing, wearing masks and
screening practices in effect at the time
of this foreclosure sale. Dante Armideo,
Esq., Referee Gross Polowy, LLC 1775
Webhrle Drive Williamsville, NY 14221

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of Iron Boat House
I, LLC. Atrticles of Organization filed
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on 01/29/2024. Office location: Cortland
County. SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company (LLC) upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY should mail process to
The LLC: 1657 Lighthouse Hill Rd.
Homer, NY 13077. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.

CORTLAND COUNTY
LEGAL NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFP LEGAL
NOTICE Ithaca Neighborhood Housing
Services, Inc. and Better Housing for
Tompkins County, Inc. (collectively
known as “INHS") has a Requests for
Proposals (RFP) for a third party Code
Compliance Inspector for residential
homes receiving purchase or
rehabilitation funds from local, state,
and/or federal sources in Cayuga,
Chemung, Cortland, Schuyler, Seneca,
Tioga, and Tompkins Counties.
Proposals are due on or before
Monday, March 18, 2024 at 4:00 PM.
The RFP can be viewed and
downloaded from
ithacanhs.org/RFPjan2024. Contact
Delia Yarrow at dyarrow@ithacanhs.org
with any questions regarding the RFP.
INHS reserves the right to reject any or
all proposals, to waive proposal
informalities, and to accept the lowest
responsible proposal that serves the
best interest of INHS clients. INHS
encourages women- and minority-
owned businesses to submit bids and
Bidders to utilize women and minority
businesses for supplies, equipment and

18-002669 78842

services.

CORTLAND COUNTY
LEGAL NOTICE

USDA Farm Service Agency Notice of
availability of Draft Environmental
Assessment for milkina parlor complex,
Tompkins County. The FSA has a Draft
EA for a milkina parlor replacement at
1393 State Route 222, Cortland, NY
13045. The Draft EA evaluates the
environmental impacts of FSA funding
for this project. The Draft EA and
related documents are available for
public review from February 6th to
March 7th 2024 at 1 North Main Street,
Cortland, NY 13045. Written comments
should be sent during this period to
Ellen deMey
at ellen.demeyl@usda.qov or 441
South Salina Street, Syracuse, NY
13202. FSA will consider and respond
to all written comments.

CORTLAND COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of Site Clean, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/24/2024. Office location: Cortland
County. SSNY designated as agent of
Limited Liability Company (LLC) upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY should mail process to
SSNY: PO Box 5821, Cortland, NY.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

PLEASE
RECYCLE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Notice of Formation of 16 Frederick
Avenue LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 2024-01-04. Office location:
Cortland County. SSNY designated as
agent of Limited Liability Company
(LLC) upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY should mail
process to 16 Frederick Avenue LLC:
68 Palmer Drive Livingston NJ 07039.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose

NEW YORK STATE
LEGAL NOTICE
On Behalf of the Homer Central School District

The Board of Cooperative Educational Services of Onondaga, Cortland and Madison
Counties, as Administrative Participant under the Municipal Cooperation Adreement
For Eneray Purchasina Services, which oraanizes a municipal cooperative pursuant
to Article 5-G of the New York General Municipal Law amona municipal corporations
(“Participants™) on behalf of itself and the participating members, collectively as the
New York School and Municipal Energy Consortium (“NYSMEC"), issues these
Request for Bids (each a “RFB") for retail electricity and natural gas supply and other
eneray services, in accordance with Section 103 of the General Municipal Law, for
supply commencing May 1, 2024 through the negotiated contract period.

Name of Bids: NYSMEC - Electricity, RFB-224-43; and NYSMEC - Natural Gas RFB-
224-44

Bid Opening: March 1, 2024, 1:30 P.M., at 110 Elwood Davis Road, Liverpool, NY
13088

Anticipated Date of Award: March 15, 2024

Contact for more information and to obtain bid documents: Steven Levine, Encap
Development LLC, 1337

Massachusetts Ave., #133, Arlington, MA 02476, Phone: 978-844-4623, Email:
slevine@encapdevelopment.com

General Construction GC-2
Plumbina PC-2

HVAC HC-2

Electrical EC-2

Sitework SC-2

FOR:

PROJECT TITLE

Hiah School:
Intermediate/Junior Hiah School:
Elementary School

scope of work.

date of the opening thereof.

be paid under the Contract.

Board of Education

Homer, New York 13077

HOMER CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
80 S. West Street Post Office Box 500

NEW YORK STATE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Education, Homer Central School District, herein called the Owner, invites sealed Bids, submitted in duplicate, in
accordance with Drawings, Specifications and other Bidding and Contract Document, for the following bid items;

HOMER CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
80 South West Road Homer, New York, 13077

SED Project No: 11-07-01-06-0-002-017
SED Proiject No: 11-07-01-06-0-007-016
SED Project No: 11-07-01-06-0-006-014

Bid Openina: The Owner’s Representative will receive sealed bids at HCSD Business Office, Homer Central School District Homer, NY 13077, all bids will be
opened and publicly read aloud at the Homer Training and Educational Center (HTEC) Located on the Homer HS Campus on February 28, 2024 at 4:00 PM local
time and then at said time and place, publicly opened and read aloud at the Homer Central School District HTEC Building. Any bid received after the designated time
will be returned unopened, and will not be considered.

Administrative Pre-Bid Conference: A pre-bid conference will be held on February 7, 2024 at 3:30 pm local time at Homer High School - HTEC Building 80 S West
Road, Homer, NY 13077. All prospective bidders are requested to attend this meeting.

Buildina Tours: Building tours will be conducted after the meeting. All prospective bidders are encouraged to tour the buildings and get familiar with the facilities and

The Instructions to Bidders, Forms of Proposal, Drawings and Specifications may be examined at the following offices:
Homer Central School District, 80 South West Road, Homer, NY 13077
LeChase Construction Services LLC, 609 Erie Boulevard West, Syracuse, New York 13204 Hunt Engineers, Architects and Land Surveyors, 100 Hunt
Center, Horseheads, NY 14845 Associated Buildina Contractors, 535 Vestal Parkway West, Suite One, Vestal, NY 13850 Builder's Exchange of

Rochester, 180 Linden Oaks, Suite 100, Rochester, NY 14625-2737
Construction Exchange of Buffalo & Western New York, 2660 Williams Street, Cheektowaga, NY 14227
Syracuse Builders Exchange, 6563 Ridings Rd., Syracuse, N.Y. 13206
Southern Tier Builders Association, 65 E. Main St., Falconer, NY 14733

Conpies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained at: Dataflow - Corporate Headquarters, 19 S Washington Street, Binghamton NY 13903 Tel. (607) 772-2001, Fax
(607) 772-3595 Email: binghamton@godataflow.com Website: www.godataflow.com

Upon deposit of One Hundred dollars $100.00 per set. Checks for deposit shall be made payable to of Homer Central School District. Cash will not be acceptable as
a deposit for the Contract Documents. A Bidder whose bid is accompanied by a certified check or other security in accordance with the bidding requirements and
public advertisement and who returns a complete set of Biddina Documents in good condition within thirty (30) days followina the award of the contract covered

by such biddina documents, or the rejection of such bid, shall receive a refund of the full amount of the deposit for one (1) copy of the Bidding Documents, less the
actual cost of reproduction of the Biddina Documents, shall be made for the return of all other copies of the Biddina Documents in aood condition within thirty (30)
days following the award of the contract or rejection of the bids covered by such Bidding Documents. Any complete or partial sets required in excess of maximum
issue are to be obtained by the interested parties, at their cost, with no money returned.

Bidding documents will be delivered by UPS Ground services upon request and receipt of an additional non-refundable delivery and handling charge of $25.00 per
set, payable by separate check to of Hunt Engineers/Architects/Surveyors. Sets can also be overnight delivered to upstate NY locations for a non- refundable delivery
and handling charge of $75.00 per set. All requests for sets to be delivered to locations outside of upstate NY will incur an additional shipping charge based on the
metering increase for those locations.

Prospective subcontractors and material suppliers may obtain Bidding Documents they require by payment of printing and mailing costs.

Attention of the Bidder is particularly called to the Owner’s sales tax exemption, the requirements as to conditions of employment to be observed and the minimum
wagae rates o be paid under the contract. In addition, the biddina Documents for this project contain detailed requirements for the qualification of Bidders. These
include, among other things, rigid bonding and insurance requirements, financial statements, bank references, lists of lawsuits, arbitrations or other proceedings in
which the Bidder has been named as a party, a statement of surety’s intent to issue Performance and Payment Bonds, and a description of other projects of similar
size and scope completed by the Bidder.

Bids shall be prepared as set forth in “Instructions to Bidders”, enclosed in a sealed envelope bearing on its face the name and address of the Bidder and the title of
the Work to which the bid enclosed relates.

As bid security, each proposal shall be accompanied by a certified check or Bid Bond made out to the Owner, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the
Base Bid amount, subject to the terms and conditions described in the “Instructions To Bidders.”

The Owner reserves the right to waive any information in, or to reject, any and all bids. No bidder may withdraw his proposal within forty-five (45) days after the actual
Bids must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.
The successful Bidder must furnish a Performance Bond and a Labor and Material Payment Bond in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

Attention of Bidders is particularly directed to the requirements of the conditions of employment to be observed and the prevailing hourly wage rates and supplements to

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and the right to waive any informality in any bid.
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Astrological Forecast

By Magi

Helena

Thursday, February 8, 2024

ARIES (March 21-April
19): Do not waste hard-earned
cash on a passing whim or on
a new model just because it’s
the latest tech. Dig deeper to do
some real homework before-
hand, or justdecide to tough it out
with the tried and true for now.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20): The latest, greatest in-
ventions can entertain you or
could force a change in your
routines. You might not need
to employ every strategy to
achieve hopes and dreams.
Wait until the facts are obvi-
ous before making a decision.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
If you look on the bright side you
might find something valuable.
Evenabad situation can be worth
dealing with if you are familiar
with those who are involved.
Understand that someone’s
facade may just be only that.

CANCER (June 21-July
22): Have faith that karma
will eventually work in your
favor if you make an effort
to do the right thing. Fret-
ting about things doesn’t help
but strategizing does. Avoid
making financial decisions or
signing loan agreements now.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Unflagging optimism and co-
operation can be useful at
the right time and place. Try
to work through challenging
situations while holding onto
confidence in the final goal.
Remember that conditions
can and will always change.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
When you fear criticism it is
tempting front or try to appear to
be more than you are. Don’t hide
your talents and true nature; be
honest about your background.
You might discover some in-
teresting or important facts.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
One of your haunts could be
buzzing with a high-profile situ-
ation. Unless the matter concerns
you, stay in your own lane. Your
own performance could be scru-
tinized, so focus on resolving
any issues which may be present.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
If you use common sense you can
probably cut through. You might be
inclosetouchwithyoursituationand
hyperalert for subtle signals. It may
be worthwhile to heed the words
of a wise and experienced partner.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): You might be placed
in a difficult position; some peo-
ple may seem too critical while
others may seem too vague. If
something feels too good to be
true it might have a hidden flaw
you can’t pinpoint immediately.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): It isn’t whether you win or lose
but how you play the game. Play to
win, always, but also be warm and
inclusive toward all contenders.
Keep your money in your pocket
unless there is a real emergency.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.

18): Don’t initiate impulsive
changes or you might cause un-
foreseen  problems.  Fortunes

may have been looking up lately
but beware of a financial situa-
tion that indicates you may not be
quite as well off as you thought.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): Don’t paint yourself into a
corner by voicing unasked-for
advice, criticism or doubt. The
stakes get higher with mounting
responsibilities. Be as authentic
as you can be, even if you think
someone is trying to work you.

IF FEBRUARY 8 IS YOUR
BIRTHDAY: You might be pick-
ing up the pieces after a whirlwind
change or unexpected disruption
but you may also notice numerous
benefits during the next three to
four weeks. Although it is tempt-
ing to take the low road, focus on
practical ways to achieve material
security and use your street smarts
to set things right. Singles might
meet someone looking for a per-
manent partner, and those look-
ing for a job or new career could
find one that fits like a glove
while you are likely to be at your
most attractive. By proving your
trustworthiness and  keeping
promises, your public image can
shine like a lighthouse beacon in
March.
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Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!
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Lavel: intermediate
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the humbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Cryptoquote

AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

2-7 CRYPTOQUOTE

R MUWPE AZLP WDP ARKWZLP MU
WDRELREH WDZW KMAPWDREH
WDZW RK MNBRMTK WM AP
RK ITKW ZK MNBRMTK WM
PBPSFMEP PJKP. VDRAZAZEXZ

EHMYR ZXRVDRP

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: KEEP YOUR FACE
ALWAYS TOWARD THE SUNSHINE — AND SHADOWS
WILL FALL BEHIND YOU. — WALT WHITMAN

LAUNCHED INTO THE SUN/
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Word of the Day

guotidian (kwoh-TID-ee-un)
Definition: (adj.) Something described as quotidian occurs ev-
ery day or occurs routinely or typically. More broadly, quotidian is
used as a synonym of commonplace and ordinary.
Example: The article offers suggestions on how to gamify quotid-
ian tasks.
— Courtesy Merriam-Webster Online
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NY state aid to schools expected to change, legislators say

By BARBARA O’BRIEN
The Buffalo News (TNS)

NEW YORK — Many pub-
lic school superintendents were
stunned and dismayed when
they learned their districts could
get less state aid next year un-
der the budget proposed by Gov.
Kathy Hochul.

After the 2024-25 budget pro-
cess plays out, they may harbor
less anxiety.

That’s because state legisla-
tors were surprised, too, and
expect changes in the school aid
proposal presented last month.

“l really kind of doubt that
most of my colleagues are go-
ing to be interested in honoring
her request,” Assembly Major-
ity Leader Crystal D. Peoples-
Stokes, D-Buffalo, told The Buf-
falo News.

The feeling is bipartisan.

“l think it’s horrible,” state
Sen. George M. Borrello, R-
Sunset Bay, said of the school
aid proposal. “I think it’s going
to change.”

The statewide teachers union
that endorsed Hochul’s election
also hopes it happens. The New

York State United Teachers said
in a statement that the school
aid proposal contains “broken
promises and backtracking.”

“Call them what you want;
these are cuts,” said Melinda
Person, NYSUT president.
“Once again, the state is turning
its back on its support for our
students and our communities.”

Hochul’s $233 billion pro-
posal would change part of the
school aid formula used to dole
out foundation aid, the main pot
of money that helps districts
with operating costs.

Districts  were  expecting
the inflation adjustment to be
4.1%. The governor changed the
method of calculating inflation
by taking the average inflation
for the last 10 years, throwing
out the lowest and highest year,
and came up with a 2.4% adjust-
ment.

The governor also did away
with “hold harmless” or “save
harmless,” which guarantees a
district would not receive less
aid than it did the previous year.

“This took us by surprise,”
said state Assemblyman Bill

Conrad, D-Tonawanda, a mem-
ber of the Assembly’s Education
Committee.

“We thought the hold harm-
less portion was going to leave
things as they were from the
previous year,” Conrad told The
Buffalo News.

More than 300 of the nearly
700 districts in New York would
lose aid as a result, he said.

Fourteen districts in Erie and
Niagara counties would receive
less foundation aid than they
got last year. Nine of the 39 dis-
tricts in Erie and Niagara coun-

ties would receive less total aid
under the governor’s plan, and
seven would get increases of un-
der 1%. A three-year phase-in of
fully funding the foundation aid
was completed last year, which
is why the teachers union sees
the proposal as backtracking.

“It took less than a year af-
ter the legacy victory of fully
funding foundation aid for that
promise to be broken, and we
now return to the same old fight
for the resources all our schools
desperately need,” Person said
in the NYSUT statement.

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Email: classified@cortlandstandard.com ¢« Online Anytime: www.cortlandstandard.com

110 Main St., Cortland, NY 13045

(607) 756-5665

Print Dates:

Tuesday through Saturday
Ad Deadline: 11:00 AM Day Prior to Ad
Start Date

ANNOUNCEMENTS HELP WANTED HELP WANTED SERVICES MERCHANDISE WANTED TO BUY

vV x VvV Xx Vv
PREPAYMENT

*Required for all the
following ads before
they will appear in
classified:

» POSITIONS WANTED Criminal History and Credit

>» FREE ANIMALS
>» BABY-SITTING
>» MOVING SALES
>» TELEPHONE TOLL -
CALLS

> WANTED TO RENT
>» HOUSE CLEANING
>» NO TELEPHONE -
LISTING
>» SUBLETTING
> APARTMENT-
SHARING

NOW HIRING:
Cortlandville Town
Court Clerk,
full-time, starting
immediately. HS diploma
required (undergraduate
degree preferred).

Check required.
Salary commensurate with
education and experience

($38,000-$39,000),
plus benefits.

Submit resume to
Cortlandville Town Court,

3577 Terrace Rd.,
Cortland, NY 13045
or
cortlandvilletowncourt@
nycourt.gov.

A * A * A

HELP WANTED

Public Works Supervisor
Exam #67-328
Salary
$26.78-30.84/HR

Examination Date:
4-13-2024
Last Filing Date:
3-14-24 by 4:30 p.m.
Send CIVIL SERVICE
applications to
Cortland County
Personnel Civil Service,
60 Central Ave.,
Cortland, NY 13045.
Applications must be
received by 4:30 p.m. on
the last filing date.
EOE

Custodian/Custodian |
Exam #205-24
Salary
$16.8726-21.3565/HR

Schools vary by jurisdiction

Examination Date:
4-13-2024
Last Filing Date:
3-25-24 by 4:30 p.m.
Send CIVIL SERVICE
applications to
Cortland County
Personnel Civil Service,
60 Central Ave.,
Cortland, NY 13045.
Applications must be
received by 4:30 p.m. on
the last filing date.
EOE

Superintendent of
Streets & Parks
(Village of Homer)
Exam #61-823
Salary
$55,000-70,000/YR
Examination Date:
4-13-2024
Last Filing Date:
3-14-24 by 4:30 p.m.
Send CIVIL SERVICE
applications to
Cortland County
Personnel Civil Service,
60 Central Ave.,
Cortland, NY 13045.
Applications must be
received by 4:30 p.m. on
the last filing date.
EOE

Deputy Superintendent
of Public Works
Exam #66-769
Salary
$72,000-76,000/YR
Examination Date:
4-13-2024
Last Filing Date:
3-14-24 by 4:30 p.m.
Send CIVIL SERVICE
applications to
Cortland County
Personnel Civil Service,
60 Central Ave.,
Cortland, NY 13045.
Applications must be
received by 4:30 p.m. on
the last filing date.
EOE

Highway Engineering &
Maintenance Supervisor
Exam #61-168
Salary:
$71,467-$95,122/YR
Examination Date:
4-13-2024
Last Filing Date:
3-14-24 by 4:30 p.m.
Send CIVIL SERVICE
applications to Cortland
County Personnel Civil
Service, 60 Central Ave.,
Cortland, NY 13045.
Applications must be
received by 4:30 p.m. on
the last filing date.
EOE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Call 607-756-5665 ext. 4

Teaching Assistant
OCM BOCES Special

Education program has the

need for a Teaching
Assistant in the STAR
program at Homer High
School, Homer, NY.
Successful candidate will
provide programming to

students with special needs

under the direction of the

Special Education teacher.
NYS certification as a

Teaching Assistant

required. Applications
accepted online only.
Register and apply at:

www.olasjobs.org/central.

For information please visit

our website at:
www.ocmboces.org
EOE

Teaching Assistants
OCM BOCES SKATE
program has the need for
Teaching Assistants at

Smith Intermediate School,

Cortland, NY. Successful
candidates will provide
programming to
elementary aged students
with special needs under
the direction of the
Special Education teacher.
NYS certification as a
Teaching Assistant
required. Applications
accepted online only.
Register and apply at:
www.olasjobs.org/central.
For information, please
visit our website at:
www.ocmboces.org
EOE

Looking for a...

New Job?
We've Got il

Cortlamy Stamdard Local Classifieds

The Research Foundation
for SUNY at SUNY
Cortland is excited to
accept applications for a
full-time Information
Systems Specialist.
As a member of the
Advancement Information
Services (AIS) department,
the Information Systems
Specialist has the primary
duty of maintaining
biographical information for
SUNY Cortland alumni,
parents, students, staff and
friends of the college.
The Information Systems
Specialist assists in the
timely and accurate
processing of pledges and
gifts for all fundraising
programs of Institutional
Advancement (IA) and may
also help produce
acknowledgments and
stewardship for electronic
or direct mail. Under the
direction of the
Advancement Database
Administrator, this position
will assist with IA hardware
and software maintenance
and updates. The
Information Systems
Specialist reports to the
Advancement Database
Administrator and will work
closely with other members
of AIS, Gift Processing,
and other Divisional
partners.

Required Qualifications:
Associate degree plus 1
year of experience in an

office setting-or; High
School diploma or its
equivalent plus 3 or more
years experience working
in an office setting, with
data entry experience.

Preferred Qualifications:
Experience working in
Higher Education or
not-for-profit fundraising
support; Help-desk
experience; Experience
with hardware and
software troubleshooting;
Experience using Raisers
Edge/NXT, Anthology or
ImportOmatic or similar
software products.

This position compensates
in the mid $30s with
professional development
opportunities, a great
benefit package available
including health, dental,
vision, retirement, and paid
time off.

Applications will be
accepted until the position
is filled. For a full job
description, application
instructions and to apply,
please visit:
https://jobs.cortland.edu
/postings/8288

As an Equal Opportunity /
Affirmative Action
Employer, The Research
Foundation for SUNY wiill
not discriminate in its
employment practices due
to an applicants race,
color, creed, religion, sex
(including pregnancy,
childbirth or related medical
conditions), sexual
orientation, gender identity
or expression, transgender
status, age, national origin,
marital status, citizenship,
physical and mental
disability, criminal record,
genetic information,
predisposition or carrier
status, status with respect
to receiving public
assistance, domestic
violence victim status, a
disabled, special, recently
separated, active duty
wartime, campaign badge,
Armed Forces service
medal veteran, or any
other characteristics
protected under applicable
law.

Rates Starting at $49
J.D. Junk and Clean out
& Handyman Service
SAME DAY SERVICE
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WINTER CLEAN OUTS
WE CLEAN OUT
BASEMENTS, ATTICS,
CELLARS, GARAGES,
YARDS, TREE SERVICE
& ESTATES
WE TAKE DOWN
GARAGES, FENCES,
POOLS, SHEDS & MORE!
J.D. JUNK AND CLEAN
OUT SERVICE
A HOUSEHOLD NAME
YOU CAN TRUST
ANY PLACE YOU LIVE
WE GO!
Mastercard and Visa
607-242-8076

RENTAL SECTION

Rentals

ROOMS WITHOUT
BOARD

GABLE INN
14 PORT WATSON ST.
Clean, Restful. 756-5453

COMMERCIAL/

STORAGE

OFFICE SPACE
Call 756-5672

MERCHANDISE

7
%

End Rolls

- Making Banners

- Special Projects

- Great for Packing

- Covering Tables

- And so Much More!

$1 Per Pound
+ Tax

7
0

* & o o o
PRINTED

NEWS-PRINT

BUNDLES
(Strapped)

$2.50/Bundle + Tax

OLD: Crocks, Jugs,
Advertising signs, Tins,
Trays, Paintings, Decoys,
Iron Door Stops, Canes,
Carvings, Pens.
Greg 836-9988

Ideal For Bedding AUTOMOBILES

For Animals

Call The
Cortland Standard

For Availability

756-5665
¢ & o o o

MUNSONS AUTO
SALES
Find A Complete List of
Our Vehicles at:
munsonsautosales.com

607-838-3022

If it's happening in

YOUR community
it's in the

Cortland Standard.

NEWSPRINT

SCRATCH PADS
Various Sizes

70 cents per pound
+ tax

Great For...

-Kids to Draw/Doodle on
-Writing Notes
-Shopping Lists and
much morel!!!

If interested,
Stop into the
Cortland Standard
110 Main St., Cortland.

L ocal News

Delivered
right to your
mailbox!

Call 756-5665

Luxury Modern

Apartments
Conveniently Located In Tully!

e FREE HEAT

e Rent Includes Cable & Internet,
Hot Water & Trash Removal

e 24 Hr. Emergency Maintenance

DLH (315) 696-6560

Call for Availability & Pricing

Belmont Ridge @
59 State Street, Tully @

Contract Bridge

When to cover an honor

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
AAQ
YAT2
4108763
#1042
WEST EAST
4J1063 a4K52
vJg4 ¥Q1063
492 ¢QJ54
#0865 &K 7
SOUTH
40874
YK95
¢AK
#AQJ3
The bidding;
South  West  North East
I NT  Pass 3INT

Opening lead — three of spades.
There is no simple rule governing
the question of when a defender
should cover an honor with an
honor. In general, a defender covers
when his side may gain a trick by
doing so and does not cover when it
might cost him a trick to do so.
Consider this deal where East
wins the opening spade lead with
the king and returns the five to
dummy’s ace. Declarer leads the ten

of clubs from dummy, and the
question is whether East should
cover with the king.

In the given situation, he should.
Observe what happens when he
doesn’t. The ten wins, and a club
continuation gives South four club
tricks and the contract. But if East
plays the king on the ten, South
makes only three club tricks and
goes down one, since West’s nine
becomes a stopper in the suit.

East has nothing to lose by cover-
ing, but stands to gain, depending
on declarer’s club holding. If, for
example, South has A-Q-9-3, A-J-
8-3, Q-J-8-3 or his actual holding,
the failure to cover costs a trick,
while covering gains a trick.

Declarer can sometimes foil the
defense by not leading an honor in
the first place. Thus, in the present
case, once South appreciates the
futility of leading the ten because
East will play the king if he has it,
he should lead the deuce instead.

When the queen wins, South
returns to dummy with a heart and
again leads a low club (not the ten).
As it happens, East is forced to play
the king, and South’s worries are
over.

Tomorrow: The wrong tree.
©2024 King Features Syndicate Inc.



16 — Cortland Standard, Wednesday, February 7, 2024

Politics

How 2 sentences In the Constitution rose
from obscurity to ensnare Donald Trump

By NICHOLAS RICCARDI
Associated Press

DENVER — In the summer of
2020, Gerard Magliocca, like many
during the coronavirus pandemic,
found himself stuck inside with time
on his hands.

A law professor at Indiana Uni-
versity, Magliocca emailed with an-
other professor, who was writing a
book about overlooked parts of the
Constitution’s 14th Amendment. He
decided he would research the his-
tory of two long-neglected sentences
in the post-Civil War addition that
prohibit those who “engaged in in-
surrection or rebellion” from hold-
ing office.

Magliocca posted a copy of his re-
search — which he believed was the
first law journal article ever written
about Section 3 of the 14th Amend-
ment — online in mid-December of
2020, then revised and re-posted it
on Dec. 29. Eight days later, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s supporters
stormed the U.S. Capitol to prevent
the certification of his loss to Joe
Biden. Magliocca watched as Re-
publicans such as Sens. Mitch Mc-
Connell and Mitt Romney described
the attack as an “insurrection.”

That night, Magliocca composed
a quick post on a legal blog: “Sec-
tion Three of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment,” he wrote, “might apply to
President Trump.”

Just over four years later, the U.S.
Supreme Court will have to deter-
mine whether it does. On Thursday,
the nation’s highest court is sched-
uled to hear arguments over whether
Trump can remain on the ballot in
Colorado, where the state’s Supreme
Court ruled that he violated Section
3.

It’s the first time in history that
the nation’s highest court has heard
a case on Section 3, which was used
to keep former Confederates from
holding government offices after the
amendment’s 1868 adoption. It fell
into disuse after Congress granted an
amnesty to most ex-rebels in 1872.

Before the violent Jan. 6, 2021,
attack on the Capitol, even many
constitutional lawyers rarely thought
about Section 3, a provision that
isn’t taught at most law schools and
hadn’t been used in court for more
than 100 years. Legal scholars be-
lieve the only time it was cited in
the 20th century was to deny a seat
in Congress to a socialist on the
grounds that he opposed U.S. in-
volvement in World War 1.

The clause’s revival is due to an
unlikely combination of Democrats
and Republicans, liberals and con-
servatives, all rediscovering 111
words in the nation’s foundational
legal document that have now be-
come a threat to the former presi-
dent’s attempt to return to office.

THE FIRST TARGETS

Once she had dried her tears after
watching rioters storm the Capitol,
Norma Anderson sat down with one
of the multiple copies of the Consti-
tution she keeps around her house in
the Denver suburbs and reread the
14th Amendment.

“l made the connection,” Ander-
son, now 91, said in an interview.

Anderson is a former Republican
leader of Colorado’s General As-
sembly and state Senate, and eventu-
ally would become the lead plaintiff
in the case now before the Supreme
Court. The evening of Jan. 6, she
read the provision that prohibited
anyone who swore an oath to “sup-
port” the Constitution and later “en-
gaged in insurrection” against it, or
provided “aid and comfort” to its
enemies, from holding office.

Anderson didn’t yet have the
chance to spread the word beyond
her own circle, but in the days af-
ter Jan. 6, thanks to scholars such
as Magliocca and the University of
Maryland law professor whose book
project had inspired him, Mark Gra-
ber, Section 3 started its slow emer-
gence from obscurity.

“We were the two people doing
a little work on Section 3,” Graber
said of Magliocca and himself. “We
thought this is real interesting; it
makes great chitchat at the Ameri-
can Legal Historians Society.” He
added, “Then Donald Trump did
academics a favor.”

Though the provision was occa-
sionally mentioned, conversation in
Washington and the legal profession
in general remained dominated by
Trump’s second impeachment —
where he was acquitted by the Sen-
ate after 43 Republicans voted not to
convict him.

It took months before the first
mention of Section 3 in a public
document. Free Speech For People,
a Massachusetts-based liberal non-
profit, sent letters to top election of-
ficials in all 50 states in June 2021,

AP Photo/John Minchillo, File

Trump supporters participate in a rally in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021, that some blame for fueling the
attack on the U.S. Capitol. On Thursday, the nation’s highest court is scheduled to hear arguments
in a case involving Section 3 of the 14th Amendment, which prohibits those who “engaged in insur-
rection or rebellion” from holding office.

warning them not to place Trump
on the ballot should he run again in
2024 because he had violated the
provision.

None of them took action, part of
a general silence in reaction to the
group’s arguments.

“People were just treating it as
something that was not serious,” re-
called John Bonifaz, the group’s co-
founder.

In January 2022, Free Speech For
People filed a complaint in North
Carolina to disqualify Republican
Rep. Madison Cawthorn under Sec-
tion 3 for his involvement in the rally
that preceded the Capitol attack. But
Cawthorn lost his primary in that
year’s midterms, mooting the case.

At the same time, another liberal
watchdog group was starting its own
Section 3 campaign.

After Jan. 6, Citizens for Respon-
sibility and Ethics, also known as
CREW, in Washington was focused
on Trump’s impeachment and other
possible legal penalties against those
who participated in the Capitol at-
tack before exploring other rem-
edies, said its chief counsel, Donald
Sherman.

By January 2022, the group de-
cided to test Section 3 in court.

“It wasn’t just Trump we were
focused on,” Sherman said in an
interview. “One thing we’ve been
very careful about is we don’t think
it’s appropriate to pursue outside or
longshot cases.”

Looking for a lower-level defen-
dant, Sherman’s organization zeroed
in on Couy Griffin. The subject of
one of the earliest Jan. 6 prosecu-
tions, Griffin already has a rich legal
record. He was recorded in a restrict-
ed area of the U.S. Capitol as head of
a group called Cowboys for Trump.
Griffin was convicted of illegally en-
tering the Capitol, but acquitted of
engaging in disorderly conduct.

He still served as a commissioner
in a rural New Mexico county, which
kept CREW'’s attention on him. On
Sept. 6, 2022, a New Mexico judge
ordered Griffin removed from his
position. It was the first time in more
than 100 years an official had been
removed under Section 3. Griffin has
appealed to the Supreme Court.

CREW prepared to turn to other
Section 3 targets. But it quickly be-
came clear Trump would be next. He
announced his campaign for presi-
dent on Nov. 15, 2022.

‘ISTHIS FOR REAL?’

Both Free Speech For People and
CREW had similar discussions about
how to challenge a presidential can-
didacy. They knew the complaints
would have to come at the state level
because federal courts have ruled
that citizens can’t challenge presi-
dential criteria in that venue.

The two groups began scouring
state ballot laws, looking for a place
that allowed the rapid contesting of a
candidacy. CREW settled on Colo-
rado.

It had a clear process for a quick
challenge in trial court that would
be fast-tracked on appeal to the state
Supreme Coulrt.

After a brief trip to Denver check-
ing on potential local lawyers to lead
the challenge, Sherman and another
CREW attorney, Nikhel Sus, con-
tracted Martha Tierney, a veteran
election lawyer who also served as
general counsel of the state Demo-
cratic Party.

“Hmm, that’s a longshot,” Tierney
recalled thinking. She signed up,
anyway.

Tierney wasn’t acting as the Dem-
ocratic Party’s lawyer, but CREW
wanted to balance its team with
someone from the right. Sherman
reached out to Mario Nicolais, a for-
mer Republican election lawyer who
had left the party over Trump.

Nicolais’ first interaction with
Sherman was a direct message about
the case on X, the social media net-
work previously known as Twitter.
Nicolais thought it could be from a
crank.

“Is this for real or is this from
somebody just angry at the presi-
dent?” Nicolais recalled wondering.

Then he saw Sherman was with
CREW — an organization he con-
sidered serious. In Nicolais’ office
hangs a copy of his first appearance
on the front page of The Denver
Post, when he beat CREW’s local
chapter in a case before the Colorado
Supreme Court.

Nicolais was in charge of recruit-
ing plaintiffs. The attorneys wanted
Republicans and independents, not
only because they were eligible to
vote in Colorado’s Republican pri-
mary but also to keep the case from
being seen as partisan. Anderson,
the former state lawmaker, signed
on right away.

On Sept. 6, 2023 — one year from
the disqualification of the New Mex-
ico county commissioner — Ander-
son’s was the lead name of the six
plaintiffs on the 105-page complaint
filed in district court in Denver.

HISTORIC RULING

Scott Gessler got the call from
Trump’s team that day. A former
Colorado secretary of state, Gessler
was one of the go-to Republican
election lawyers in the state.

Trump’s campaign had been fend-
ing off scores of Section 3 lawsuits
across the country, often from fringe
players such as John Castro, a write-
in Republican presidential candidate
from Texas who had filed numerous
ones against Trump.

This case was more serious. The
Denver judge who got CREW'’s
complaint, Sarah Block Wallace,
said she was obligated to hold a
hearing under Colorado election law.

In the five-day hearing, which
took place in late October and early
November, two officers who defend-
ed the Capitol testified, along with
a University of California profes-
sor who was an expert in right-wing
extremism, two Trump aides and
several other witnesses. One was
Magliocca, who laid out the history
of Section 3.

Trump’s attorneys were pessi-
mistic, expecting Wallace, who had
a history of donating to Democrats,
to rule against them. Trump’s top

spokesman, Jason Miller, addressed
reporters outside court, complaining
that the plaintiffs had intentionally
filed in a liberal jurisdiction in a blue
state.

Trump’s lawyers filed a motion
asking Wallace step aside because
before becoming a judge, she had
made a $100 donation to a liberal
group that had declared Jan. 6 was
an “insurrection.” She declined.

“l will not allow this legal pro-
ceeding to turn into a circus,” Wal-
lace said as the hearing began.

Testimony was occasionally inter-
rupted by sirens from a fire station
around the corner from Wallace’s
courtroom. Security was an ever-
present concern.

About a half-dozen sheriff’s depu-
ties stood guard throughout the trial,
and the plaintiffs had reached out to
the FBI and other law enforcement
agencies.

To handle much of the exami-
nation and argument, Tierney and
Nicolais had brought on a new firm
of trial lawyers, whose lead partner
was former Colorado Solicitor Gen-
eral Eric Olson.

Wallace issued her decision on
Nov. 17. She ruled that Trump had
“engaged in insurrection” but found
that — contrary to Magliocca’s testi-
mony — it wasn’t certain that the au-
thors of the 14th Amendment meant
it to apply to the president. Section
3 refers to “elector of President and
Vice President,” but not specifically
to the office itself.

Wallace was hesitant to become
the first judge in history to bar a top
presidential contender from the bal-
lot unless the law was crystal clear.

“It was a loss that only a lawyer
could love,” Sus recalled.

CREW was just a legal sliver
away from victory — it just needed
the Colorado Supreme Court to up-
hold all of Wallace’s ruling besides
the technicality of whether the presi-
dent was covered.

A COURT DIVIDED

The seven justices of the state’s
high court — all appointed by
Democrats from a pool chosen by a
nonpartisan panel — peppered both
sides with pointed questions at oral
argument three weeks later.

On Dec. 19, the court announced
it would issue its ruling that after-
noon. Sean Grimsley, one of Olson’s
law partners who also had argued the
case, was in Washington, at the me-
morial service for former Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor,
for whom he had clerked.

The ruling, which was 4-3, came
down while Grimsley was on the
flight back, frantically checking his
phone via the plane’s wi-fi. They had
won. Grimsley leapt from his seat
and dashed back several rows, where
he high-fived a fellow O’Connor
clerk who was on the flight.

Eight days later, Maine’s Demo-
cratic secretary of state barred
Trump from that state’s ballot under
Section 3.

That decision and Colorado’s
are on hold until the U.S. Supreme
Court rules.

US to restrict
visas for those
using spyware
on journalists

By AAMER MADHANI and FRANK BAJAK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Biden administration an-
nounced Monday it is rolling out a new policy that
will allow it to impose visa restrictions on foreign
individuals involved in the misuse of commercial
spyware.

The administration’s policy will apply to people
who’ve been involved in the misuse of commercial
spyware to target individuals including journalists,
activists, perceived dissidents, members of margin-
alized communities, or the family members of those
who are targeted. The visa restrictions could also ap-
ply to people who facilitate or get financial benefit
from the misuse of commercial spyware, officials
said.

“The United States remains concerned with the
growing misuse of commercial spyware around the
world to facilitate repression, restrict the free flow of
information, and enable human rights abuses,” Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement an-
nouncing the new policy. “The misuse of commercial
spyware threatens privacy and freedoms of expres-
sion, peaceful assembly, and association. Such tar-
geting has been linked to arbitrary detentions, forced
disappearances, and extrajudicial killings in the most
egregious of cases.”

Biden issued a executive order nearly a year ago
restricting the U.S. government’s use of commercial
spyware “that poses risks to national security.”

That order required the head of any U.S. agency
using commercial programs to certify that they don’t
pose a significant counterintelligence or other secu-
rity risk, a senior administration official said. It was
issued as the White House acknowledged a surge
in hacks of U.S. government employees, across 10
countries, that had been compromised or targeted by
commercial spyware.

A senior administration official who briefed report-
ers ahead of Monday’s announcement would not say
if any particular individuals were in line to immedi-
ately be impacted by the visa restrictions. The official
spoke on the condition of anonymity under ground
rules set by the White House.

Officials said the visa restriction policy can apply
to citizens of any country found to have misused or
facilitated the malign use of spyware, even if they are
from countries whose citizens are allowed entry into
the U.S. without first applying for a visa.

Under U.S. law, visa records are confidential, so
the State Department is not expected to publicly
name individuals impacted by the policy.

Ron Deibert, the director of University of To-
ronto’s Citizen Lab, a pioneer in exposing spyware
mercenaries, called the White House announcement
an “important step towards accountability” given
that makers of the malware can rebrand and avoid
sanctions. He said he wishes the U.S. could publicly
“name and shame” those involved,

Still, Deibert said he’s hopeful the measure would
“bring some tangible pains to those people who profit
from the horrific abuses of spyware, and the domestic
and transnational repression that it facilitates. Other
countries should follow the U.S. lead.”

While the use of commercial spyware by autocrat-
ic governments in the Middle East in particular has
been rampant, its abuse in recent years in countries
including Mexico, Poland, Greece, Spain, Thailand
and Hungary against journalists, lawyers and politi-
cal activists has alarmed the human rights commu-
nity.

Perhaps the best known example of spyware, the
Pegasus software from Israel’s NSO Group, was used
to target more than 1,000 people across 50 countries,
according to security researchers and a July 2021
global media investigation, citing a list of more than
50,000 cellphone numbers.

The U.S. has already placed export limits on NSO
Group, restricting the company’s access to U.S. com-
ponents and technology.

Pegasus spyware was used in Jordan to hack the
cellphones of at least 30 people, including journalists,
lawyers, human rights and political activists, the digi-
tal rights group Access Now announced last week.

The hacking with spyware made by Israel’s NSO
Group occurred from 2019 until last September, ac-
cording to Access Now. It did not accuse Jordan’s
government of the hacking. Amnesty International
also reported that its forensic researchers had de-
termined that Pegasus spyware was installed on the
phone of Washington Post journalist Jamal Khashog-
gi’s fiancée, Hatice Cengiz, just four days after he
was killed in the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul in 2018.
The company had previously been implicated in oth-
er spying on Khashoggi.

AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta
Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks dur-
ing a news conference with NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg at the State Depart-
ment, Jan. 29, in Washington.
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