
‘Smoke and Mirrors’ 
Democrats, critics denounce Republican  

budget proposal over school funding
Whitney Downard

Indiana Capital Chronicle

The House Republican version of the budget 
advanced out of the House Ways and Means 
Committee along party lines on Monday over 
the concerns of Democrats and critics — who 
flagged the relatively flat funding growth for 
Indiana’s schools. 

Republicans touted 2% increases for 
education funding in both fiscal years for the 
state’s next two-year budget, a number that 
includes expanding “school choice” vouchers 
for even the wealthiest Hoosiers. 

With that in mind, Democrats said increases 
to public schools — where the vast majority of 
Hoosiers are educated — would be closer to 
1.3%. 

“I have the distinct impression that the 
vouchers and charters, on the percentage basis, 
are going to get a big chunk of that 2%,” said 
Rep. Ed DeLaney, D-Indianapolis. 

The state is projected to have some moderate 
revenue growth in the first year of the biennium 
but will be nearly flat in the second year, a cause 
for concern for budget writers. Much of that 
growth will be absorbed by growing Medicaid 
costs. 

Additionally, the budget strikes a fund 
established to offset the costs of curricular 
materials for schools. Instead, it is rolled into 
the foundation of the school funding formula. 

The Indiana Coalition for Public Education 
urged Hoosiers to question their representatives 
directly about the budget appropriations for 
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Crawfordsville man facing 
multiple child porn charges 

Journal Review

A Crawfordsville man 
was arrested a second time 

after police 
discovered 
he allegedly 
possessed and 
disseminated 
child 
pornography.

Blake Alan 
Dagley, 22, was 

arrested on a 
warrant Feb. 11 and is facing 26 
felony counts.

According to court 
documents, the Montgomery 
County Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force received 
several cybertips from the 
National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children. Those 
tips indicated that images 
containing child pornography 
had been shared on an app 
called Kik between June and 
August 2024.

After investigators received 
a warrant, they learned that 

one person was using multiple 
Kik accounts, but all under the 
same IP address. Using this 
information, the accounts were 
tied to Dagley. A warrant was 
executed at his home last week. 
He was incarcerated at the 
Montgomery County Jail and 
remains in custody.

Court records show that 
Dagley was previously 
sentenced to probation on July 
11, 2024, for similar crimes. 
He was originally charged 
with two counts of possession 
of child pornography, a level 
6 felony, and one count of 
possession of marijuana, a class 
B misdemeanor.

Court documents also 
indicate that Dagley only 
received a sentence for 
the marijuana charge. He 
was placed on 365 days of 
probation, and the child porn 
charges were dismissed.

During an interview with 
police, Dagley told officers, “... 
he has a problem.” Dagley told 
investigators his problem might 

be related to drug use and 
sexual abuse he suffered in his 
youth.

Per court documents, Dagley 
called the period between 
June and August 2024 “the 
dark phase.” During this time, 
Dagley reportedly used heroin, 
marijuana and psilocybin 
mushrooms. He told police the 
drugs “clouded his judgment.”

Dagley continued to 
be involved with child 
pornography, even after being 
placed on probation, court 
documents report.

Now, online court records 
show Dagley faces 13 charges 
of possession of child 
pornography, nine of which are 
level 5 felonies, the others four 
being level 6 felonies, and 13 
charges of child exploitation, 
nine of which are level 4 
felonies, and the remaining four 
being level 5 felonies).

An initial hearing was held 
Feb. 14 and a jury trial is 
tentatively scheduled for July 1 
in Montgomery Superior Court.

Dagley

SEE FUNDING/8A
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Rep. Jeff Thompson, R-Lizton, sits in the House Chamber on Nov. 21, 2023.

Pence emerges as 
one of GOP willing 
to challenge Trump

His group spent nearly 
$1 million on ads opposing 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Donald 
Trump’s pick to lead the 
nation’s health agencies. He’s 
delivering speeches urging 
the president to stand with 
longstanding foreign allies 
and lobbying members of 
Congress while aides write 
letters and opinion columns.

This weekend, he posted an 
article he penned more than 
a decade ago on the limits 
of presidential power after 
Trump claimed that, “He who 
saves his Country does not 
violate any Law.”

Mike Pence is emerging as 
one of the last Republicans 
in Washington willing to 
publicly criticize the new 
administration.

It’s an especially jarring role 
for the former vice president, 
whose refusal to break with 
Trump defined their time 
together in office until the two 
had a falling out over Trump’s 
refusal to accept the results 
of the 2020 election and his 
efforts to remain in power.

SEE PENCE/8A
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Crawfordsville Police  
Department

Friday
• Hit and run at South Elm 

Street and East South Boule-
vard — 7:13 a.m.

• Domestic disturbance in 
the 800 block of Tuttle Avenue 
— 7:29 a.m.

• Domestic disturbance at 
Lafayette Avenue and West 
Market Street — 1:36 p.m. 

• Theft in the 1500 block of 
Woodside Drive — 4:59 p.m.

• Drug investigation at 
Lafayette Road and Lafayette 
Avenue — 10:32 p.m.

• Operating while intoxi-
cated at East C.R. 150S and 
South C.R. 200E —  
10:34 p.m.

Saturday
• Operating while intoxi-

cated at Mill and East Elmore 
streets — 3:33 a.m.

• Domestic disturbance in 
the 100 block of South Wash-
ington Street — 10:18 a.m.

• Jonathan Paul Rivers, 48, 
Crawfordsville, was arrested 
on a charge of domestic bat-
tery — 1:17 p.m.

• Joshua Ricardo Sanchez, 
38, Crawfordsville, was ar-
rested on for probation viola-
tion — 3:16 p.m.

• Property damage crash 
at East Franklin and South 
Washington streets —  

4:11 p.m.
Sunday

• Property damage crash at 
South Washington and East 
College streets — 7 a.m.

• Property damage crash at 
800 Danville Ave. —  
8:08 a.m.

• Property damage crash at 
1660 Crawfordsville Square 
Drive — 1:47 p.m.

• Fight in the 200 block of 
West Main Street — 3:58 p.m.

• Warrant served in the 
5700 block of South C.R. 
625E, Ladoga — 5 p.m.

• Kendra Ryann White, 
25, Ladoga, was arrested on 
a charge of possession of 
hypodermic syringe or needle 
— 8:02 p.m.

Monday
• Samuel James, 24, 

Decatur, Illinois, was arrested 
on a charge of resisting law 
enforcement — 2:29 a.m.

• Andrew Clodfelter, 32, 
Lafayette, was arrested on a 
court order — 10:40 a.m.

Montgomery County  
Sheriff’s Office

Friday
• Property damage crash 

at 10891 S. State Road 47, 
Waveland — 5:58 a.m.

• Domestic disturbance in 
the 5300 block of East C.R. 
675S, Ladoga — 8:06 a.m.

• Douglas Ell Deffenbaugh, 
45, Crawfordsville, was ar-
rested for probation violation 
— 11:41 a.m.

• Tyler Re Garret, 29, Craw-
fordsville, was arrested for 
probation violation —  
9:09 p.m.

• Drug investigation at 
South State Road 47 and 
West C.R. 700S — 9:30 p.m.

• Drug investigation in the 
4800 block of East Ladoga 
Road, New Ross —  
10:17 p.m.

• Drug investigation at 
South Main Street and East 
South Street, Linden —  
10:29 p.m.

Saturday
• Property damage crash at 

5473 S. Davis Bridge Road — 
2:31 a.m.

• Warrant served in the 300 
block of North Main Street, 
Linden — 12:15 p.m.

• Grace Erin Higgins, 23, 
Crawfordsville, was arrested 
for probation violation —  
2:25 p.m.

• Russell David Cronk, 56, 
Knightstown, was arrested for 
probation violation —  
3:46 p.m.

• Property damage crash 
at West State Road 32 and 
South C.R. 500W —  
5:13 p.m.

• Warrant served at North 
C.R. 625E and North State 
Road 47 — 7:30 p.m.

• Juvenile complaint in the 
300 block of North Green 
Street — 7:55 p.m.

Sunday
• Theft in the 1800 block of 

Indianapolis Road —  
2:14 a.m.

• Property damage crash 
at the 30 mile-marker of 

westbound Interstate 74 — 
6:34 a.m.

• Animal complaint in the 
100 block of South Daugherty 
Lane — 9:47 a.m.

• Property damage crash at 
33 E. C.R. 700S, Ladoga — 
12:13 p.m.

• Property damage crash at 
10912 S. U.S. 231, Ladoga — 
2:09 p.m.

• Property damage crash at 
4229 N. U.S. 231 —  
3:33 p.m.

• Property damage crash at 
5945 N. U.S. 231 —  
4:26 p.m.

• Melissa Dawn Harrington, 
43, Brazil, was arrested on 
out of county warrants —  
8:30 p.m.

• Assault reported —  
9:42 p.m.

Crawfordsville  
Fire/EMS Department

Friday
• Fire/gas alarm at 2013 

Leaf Drive — 1:22 a.m. 
• Medical call in the 300 

block of West Academy 
Street, Darlington —  
7:09 a.m.

• Medical call in the 100 
block of North Meridian 
Street, Linden — 9:26 a.m.

• Medical call in the 800 
block of North Main Street, 
Linden — 12:20 p.m.

• Medical call in the 1900 
block of South C.R. 1075E — 
9:19 p.m.

• Medical call in the 200 
block of Knoll Circle —  
9:24 p.m.

• Medical call in the 400 
block of Curtis Street —  
9:49 p.m.

 

Carl Wayne Steiner
Oct. 27, 1943-Feb. 13, 2025

Carl Wayne Steiner, 81, of Waveland 
passed away Feb. 13, 2025. 

He was born Oct. 
27, 1943, at Clay 
County Hospital, to 
Herman and Lucille 
(Leohr) Steiner.

On June 26, 1966, 
he married Elizabeth 
“Jane” Brown. Carl 
and Jane lived in 
Bowling Green, Indi-

ana, and Waveland. Carl was proud of 
his four children, Amy (Mike) Dawson 
of Brighton, Wisconsin, Ann (Stuart) 
Boehning of Rancho Santa Fe, Califor-
nia, Alice (Douglas) Springer of Bristol, 
Indiana, and Andrew (Rikki) Steiner of 
Houston, Texas.

Carl was the proud grandfather to 
nine grandchildren, Alexander Dawson, 
Kennedy Boehning, Philip Boehning, 
Austin Dawson, Ellanor Boehning, 
Dylan Springer, Harrison Boehning, 
Landyn Springer, and Addison Spring-
er. Carl also had four siblings, John 
(Mary Ruth) Steiner, Victor “Vic” (Mary 
Jo) Steiner, Carolyn (Norman) Keiser 
and Richard (Jeanette) Steiner. Carl’s 
brothers-in-law were William “Bill” 
(Moyra) Brown and David (Elaine) 
Brown. Carl also has many wonderful 
nieces, nephews, cousins and family 
friends.

Carl graduated from Bowling Green 
High School in 1961. Carl earned his 
B.S. (1965) and M.S. (1968) degrees 
in mathematics and physical education 
from Indiana State University. He held 
a license to teach mathematics, physi-
cal education, health and safety and 
driver’s education. Carl taught with the 
South Montgomery Community School 
Corporation for 44 years. He began 
teaching at New Market Elementary 
School in 1965 as a 5th and 6th grade 
math teacher. He coached junior high 
basketball, football, and track. He later 
taught math at Southmont Junior/
Senior High School and sponsored 
National Honor Society. Carl retired 
from teaching algebra at Southmont 
High School in 2009. In 2012 he was 
inducted into the Southmont Hall of 
Fame. 

Carl loved God and his family. He 
enjoyed supporting his children and 
grandchildren by going to their horse 
shows, sporting events, and helping 
them with multiple “projects.” He also 
loved teaching, farming, his tractors, 
gardening and feeding and watching 
the birds. He was the owner of Steiner 
Lawn Care Service for many years. He 
enjoyed the outdoors and his line of 
wheel horse mowers.

Carl was a member of the Bowling 
Green Community Church where he 
held many leadership positions. He 
served as a church trustee where he 
oversaw the maintenance of the Fair-
view Cemetery. He was a member of 
the Indiana State Teachers Association 

(ISTA), National Education Association 
(NEA), the South Montgomery Com-
munity Education Association (SM-
CEA) and the Waveland Public Library 
Board.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in Carl’s memory to Fairview 
Cemetery Maintenance Fund c/o Bowl-
ing Green Community Church, 164 
Jefferson St., Bowling Green, IN 47833 
or the Christian Care and Share Food 
Pantry, 405 E. 14th St., Clay City, IN 
47841.

Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 23 at the Lawson-Miller Cha-
pel, 1702 E. National Avenue, Brazil, 
Indiana. Services will be held at 11 
a.m. Feb. 24 at Lawson-Miller Chapel 
followed by burial at the Fairview Cem-
etery in Bowling Green.

Michael Dean Simpson
Jan. 5, 1950-Feb. 15, 2025

Michael Dean Simpson, 75, of 
Waveland, Indiana, passed away at 

home surrounded by 
his family and friends 
on Feb. 15, 2025. He 
was born Jan. 5, 1950, 
in Crawfordsville, 
Indiana, to the late 
Forest and Ethel Mae 
Simpson.

Mike graduated 
from Russellville High 

School in 1968. He then went on to 
further his education at Vincennes 
University. Mike celebrated 55 years 
with the love of his life, Yvonne (Doll) 
Simpson. Mike truly loved spending 
time with his family at get-togethers, re-
unions, cookouts, birthday parties, and 
camping. He also enjoyed watching 
his kids and grandkids show animals in 
4-H, participate in baptisms and reen-
actments, and he especially had a love 
for watching them play sports!

Mike loved the Lord, his family, farm-
ing, his community and enjoyed watch-
ing any activities that his children and 
grandchildren were a part of. Mike was 
a first-generation farmer with his wife 
by his side. He continued to farm with 
his son, Mike, until he retired in 2022. 
Mike sold crop insurance through Wa-
then Crop Insurance for 25 years. He 
was a member of the American Legion 
Post 255 and served in the National 
Guard. Mike was a member of the 
Russellville Community Church where 
he served as a deacon and an elder. 
His love for antique tractors, tractor 
pulls, and car shows will forever hold 
a special place in the hearts of anyone 
who knew him.

Mike is survived by his high school 
sweetheart, Yvonne Sue Perry Simp-
son, whom he married on Dec. 18, 
1970. He is also survived by his 
daughters, Mischa (Shawn) Hetrick of 
Rockville and Michele (Matt) Mitch-
ell of Waveland; son Michael “Mikie” 
(Jen) Simpson of Waveland; seven 
grandchildren, Anthony, Andrew, and 
Luke Gregg, Kennedy Mitchell, Ali 

Sue Hetrick, and Reece and Emma 
Simpson; great-grandson, Jackson 
Gregg; brothers, Max (Lavonne) Simp-
son of Darlington and Charles (Kelley) 
Simpson of Crawfordsville; and many 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews. 

Mike was preceded in death by his 
parents, Forest and Ethel Simpson, 
and grandson Rex Michael Simpson.

Services will be at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 20 at the Russellville Community 
Church, 103 Third St., Russellville, with 
Pastor Kelly Nichols officiating. Burial 
with military graveside honors will 
follow in Indian Hill Creek Cemetery. 
Visitation is from 3-7 p.m. Wednesday 
at Russellville Community Church.

Memorials should friends so desire, 
may be made to the Russellville Com-
munity Church, P.O. Box 183, Russell-
ville, IN 46175 in his memory. 

Arrangements entrusted to the care 
of Gooch Funeral Home, Rockville. 

Online condolences may be shared 
at www.goochfuneralhome.com.

John Vernon Nave
Aug. 13, 1943-Feb. 16, 2025

John Vernon Nave, 81, of Crawfords-
ville passed away Sunday, Feb. 16, 

2025, at Franciscan 
Health Crawfordsville. 

He was born Aug. 
13, 1943, in Cayuga, 
to the late Otto and 
Virginia (Cook) Nave. 

John graduated 
from high school in 
Chrisman, Illinois. He 
married Shirley Louise 

McVicker on Oct. 24, 1960. He retired 
from RR Donnelley’s after 39 years. 
John was part of the opening team for 
the Donnelley plant in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. He was an avid IU basketball 
fan. John loved spending time with his 
family, especially spoiling his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. 

John will be missed by his wife of 64 
years, Shirley; children, Rhonda (Dale 
Elliott) Day, Charles (Elizabeth) Nave 
and Connie (Darren) Thomas; grand-
children, Chelsea, Taylor, Landon, 
Cody and Alexis; great-grandchildren, 
Addisyn, Walker, Lane, Julia, Tyson 
and Camden; siblings, Bill Nave, Joe 
(Judy) Nave, Patricia (Phil) Tingley, 
Russell (Anne) Nave and Catrice 
(Chris) Gackle; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; brother Larry Nave; and sister 
Naomi Veach. 

A visitation will be held for John at 
Sanders Funeral Care, 315 S. Wash-
ington St., Crawfordsville, on Friday, 
Feb. 21 from 11 a.m. until the time of 
funeral service at 1 p.m., with Pastor 
Kurt Flora Officiating. Burial will follow 
at Oak Hill Cemetery South. 

Share memories and condolences 
online at www.SandersFuneralCare.
com.
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Obituaries

TUESDAY
Crawfordsville Redevelopment Commission 

— 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, council chambers, City 
Building, 300 E. Pike St.

Resource Navigator — 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, lower 
level conference room, Crawfordsville District 
Public Library, 205 S. Washington St. Specialist 
available to help find local resources, including 
food, clothing, healthcare, housing and treatment. 
Open to the public. Walk-ins welcome. Call  
765-201-0250.

Baby Story Time — 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Craw-
fordsville District Public Library, 205 S. Washing-
ton St. (Ages up to 18 months).

Senior Bingo — 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Tues-
day, Crawfordsville Park & Rec Center, 922 E. 
South Blvd. All are welcome.

FISH Food Pantry — 3-5 p.m. Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Friday; and 9-11 a.m. Wednesday, St. 
Bernard Catholic Church, 1306 E. Main St.

Montgomery County Soil and Water Con-
servation District Annual Meeting — 5:30-8:30 
p.m. Tuesday, HHSB Success Center.

Crawfordsville Plan Commission — 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, council chambers, City Building, 300 E. 
Pike St.

Dungeons & Dragons for Beginners —  
5 p.m. Tuesday, Crawfordsville District Public 
Library, 205 S. Washington St.

Lake Holiday Property Owners Association 
— 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Lake Holiday Clubhouse.

BULLETIN

WEDNESDAY
FISH Food Pantry — 9-11 a.m. Wednesday, 

St. Bernard Catholic Church, 1306 E. Main St.

Resource Navigator — 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, lower level confer-
ence room, Crawfordsville District Public Library, 
205 S. Washington St. Specialist available to 
help find local resources, including food, clothing, 
healthcare, housing and treatment. Open to the 
public. Walk-ins welcome. Call 765-201-0250.

Crawfordsville Board of Public Works & 
Safety — 10 a.m. Wednesday, council chambers, 
City Building, 300 E. Pike St.

Toddler Story Time — 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Crawfordsville District Public Library, 205 S. 
Washington St. (Ages 18 months to 3 years).

New Richmond Town Council — 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, community room, town hall, for work 
session.

Rotary Club — Noon Wednesday, Craw-
fordsville Country Club. Lunch is $15. Guests 
welcome.

FISH Clothing Closet — 3-5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Wabash Presbyterian Church, Crawfordsville. 
Crawfordsville Board of Aviation Commissioners 
— 4 p.m. Wednesday, Crawfordsville Regional 
Airport Terminal, 759 W. C.R. 400S.

Kindergarten Book Club — 4 p.m. Wednes-
days, Crawfordsville District Public Library, 205 S. 
Washington St.

North Central Parke Community School 
Board — 6 p.m. Wednesday, administration of-
fice, 602 Howard Ave., Rockville.

Crawfordsville Board of Zoning Appeals 
— Will not meet due to a lack of an agenda. The 
next meeting will be 7 p.m. March 19, council 
chambers, City Building, 300 E. Pike St.

Wyrd Words Book Club — 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Crawfordsville District Public Library, 205 S. 
Washington St.

THURSDAY
FISH Linen Closet — 9-11 a.m. Thursday, 

First Baptist Church, 1905 Lebanon Road.

Preschool Story Time — 10 a.m. Thursday, 
Crawfordsville District Public Library, 205 S. 
Washington St. (Ages 3-5 years).

Yarn Works — 10 a.m. Thursday, Crawfords-
ville District Public Library, 205 S. Washington St.

Crawfordsville Kiwanis — 11:45 a.m. Thurs-
day, Crawfordsville District Public Library, 205 S. 
Washington St. Visitors welcome.

Senior Bingo — 12:30-1:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Crawfordsville Park & Rec Center, 922 E. South 
Blvd. All are welcome.
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GIRLS SWIMMING
Girls end  
season at  
state prelims

Girls swimming came 
to an end Friday during 
the preliminary round 
of the IHSAA state finals 
at the Natatorium in 
Indianapolis. No area 
swimmers advanced to 
Saturday’s finals. The 
season ended successful 
girls’ season at Craw-
fordsville and North 
Montgomery. Carmel 
High School secured its 
39th consecutive team 
title.

BOYS WRESTLING
County  
wrestlers 
end season

No county wrestlers 
advanced out of the New 
Castle semi-state on 
Saturday. 

Crawfordsville’s 
Landon Vaught won his 
first match but lost in 
the second round. 

Southmont’s Lukas 
Scott won his first match 
but dropped the second 
match of the day.

Fountain Central’s 
Dakoda Willoughby 
was able to advance to 
Friday’s state finals by 
placing third. 

BASKETBALL
Mounties win  
at McCutcheon

The Mounties did 
something Friday that 
has only been done 
twice in 17 tries. South-
mont defeated Mc-
Cutcheon and the game 
was in Lafayette no less. 
After a hectic last few 
seconds, the Mounties 
held on for a 52-51 vic-
tory.

With the Mounties 
trailing 51-49, Aaron 
McMasters hit a three-
pointer giving his team 
the lead with 47 seconds 
on the clock.

The score remained 
the same and the Mav-
ericks had the ball as 
the clock was running 
down. McCutcheon 
missed three consecu-
tive shots by gathering 
two offensive rebounds. 
When the buzzer sound-
ed, the Mounties were 
able to walk of the court 
as the victors. 

“It was a crazy finish, 
but we just kept fight-
ing,” Southmont guard 
Evan Watson said. “(Mc-
Cutcheon) kept getting 
the ball back at the end 
but could not score. It 
was pretty exciting to 
win at their place.”

Southmont (12-6) will 
travel to South Putnam 
(6-12) today.

Chargers win  
SAC game

North Montgomery 
defeated Sagamore 
Athletic Conference foe 
Frankfort on Friday 55-
53 behind Charger Kelby 
Harwood’s 27 points. 

Harwood, who is lead-
ing the SAC in scoring 
and rebounding, put on 
a show in the second 
half.

Trailing at the half 
26-21, the Hotdogs 
scored five points early 
in the third quarter to go 
up 31-21. After a quick 
timeout, the Chargers 
came out and started 
taking control led by 
Harwood. 

North Montgomery 
won the third stanza 
16-9. Harwood went 
on a scoring run. The 
senior scored 10 points 
in the quarter to propel 
his team to a 37-35 lead. 
North had a 13-0 run 
to take the lead. By the 
game’s end, Harwood 
scored 21 second half 
points. 

Charger junior Colton 
Arnold scored nine 
points and Cam Enlow 
added seven.

North Montgomery 
(6-12) will host Clinton 
Central (1-18) today and 
Tri-West on Friday.

The Chargers’ Satur-
day game against Sheri-
dan is canceled. The 
Blackhawk’s girls bas-
ketball team is playing 
in Saturday’s semi-state. 

Athenians lose  
to Tri-West

Crawfordsville 
dropped a Sagamore 
Athletic Conference 
game Friday at home to 
Tri-West 73-51.

With the win, the 
Bruin secured the final 
SAC championship.

Tri-West led from 
wire-to-wire.

Athenian senior Alex 
Saidian was the leading 
scorer with 22 points 
and eight rebounds. 

“Alec played a good 
game and it was good to 
see him play like he is 

capable,” Crawfordsville 
assistant coach Craig 
Carroll said.

Crawfordsville fresh-
man Johnovan Smith 
added 14 points.

Tri-West was led in 
scoring by Ryan Miller’s 
19. The Bruins hit 11 
three-pointers in the 
game.

Crawfordsville 
drops game

Crawfordsville lost at 
Twin Lakes on Saturday 
by a score of 54-41.

The Athenians led 23-
21 at the half but were 
down 41-31 at the end of 
three quarters. 

Saturday’s away game 
against Lafayette Cen-
tral Catholic has been 
rescheduled for today 
due to the Knight’s girls 

basketball team playing 
in Saturday’s semi-state. 

Fountain Central 
loses to Parke 
Heritage

Fountain Central trav-
eled to Wabash River Con-
ference foe Parke Heritage 
on Friday and lost 78-27.

The Mustangs trailed 
from start to finish. 

Parke Heritage, ranked 
No. 6 in 2A, was led in 
scoring by sophomore 
Carter Crum’s 17 points. 

Fountain Central (5-14, 
1-5 WRC) will host North 
Vermillion (15-6, 3-2 WRC) 
on Friday and Southmont 
(12-6) on Saturday.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
North’s 7th 
grade team  
wins tourney

North Montgomery’s 
seventh grade girls team 
placed third in their own 
tourney on Saturday.

The Chargers defeated 
Fountain Central 26-17 
in the consolation game. 
Olivia Nuppnau scored 10 
points and Kolbi Murphy 
added six in the opening 
game.

In the morning game, 
Tecumseh defeated the 
Chargers 36-11. 

Nuppnau scored four 
points to lead the home 
team.

The Chargers (5-6) play 
at Greencastle on Wednes-
day. 
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CAMPBELL
WHITE

DAKODA
WILLOUGHBY

• Crawfordsville bowler 
won the Terre Haute 
Semi-State and will 
advance to the state 

championship

• Fountain Central 
wrestler advances to the 
IHSAA State Finals out  

of the New Castle  
Semi-State

Sports 
crew 
check

Kudos to our Journal 
Review sports team 
for adapting to the 
changes in the sports 
department.

I would guess not 
many small town 
newspapers had a 
sports stringer sitting 
next to Tom Brady dur-
ing the Super Bowl. We 
appreciate Jeff sharing 
his experiences as a 
Fox Sports guy. 

Jared McMurry has 
been busy covering 
wrestling and swim-
ming. He even covered 
a swim sectional for me 
when I was down with 
that wicked flu that has 
been attacking many in 
the county.

Heather Shirk, our 
rookie, has helped us 
tremendously with 
covering Mountie 
sports. We thank our 
“Mountie Mom” for 
working to give the 
Southmont athletes 
coverage. 

Rob Hinckley contin-
ues to deliver and help 
us. The man works and 
lives in Lafayette but 
still is willing to travel 
to anywhere Mont-
gomery County sports 
teams are playing. I 
appreciate his dedica-
tion.

And of course, our 
local sports historian 
Barry Lewis continues 
to share his knowledge 
of local sports and help 
us cover today’s teams. 

We thank the many 
people who contribute 
the game photos for 
publication. This group 
includes Southmont 
senior Evelyn Zach-
ary, Susan Ehrlich, Rob 
Clemence, and a few 
coaches’ wives. Their 
willingness to help is 
much appreciated. 

I also want to thank 
our editor, Tina Mc-
Grady, for her above 
and beyond effort to 
place our results in the 
daily publications. No 
one outside the Journal 
Review can under-
stand how much of a 
challenge operating a 

COMMENTARY

SEE CREW/5A

P r e p  R o u n d u p

Nikki Keller/Journal Review

Crawfordsville wrestler Landon Vaught went 1-1 at Saturday’s New Castle IHSAA 
semi-state.
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Violence, dishonesty 
are dark omens  

for couple’s marriage
DEAR ABBY: My wife and I have not 

had sex for the last four years. I’m not a 
perfect husband. I have made my share 
of mistakes — not always telling the 
truth, texting other women — and she 
has her share of imperfec-
tions as well. She has hit me 
on more than one occasion. 
She has also pulled a gun 
on me and stole $1,400. And 
yet, I find myself putting 
all that aside and moving 
forward. I do love my wife, 
but right now I am at my 
breaking point. Do you have 
any advice? — AT WITS’ 
END IN TEXAS

DEAR WITS’ END: Because you love 
your wife and want to stay married, 
TELL her that. While you’re at it, offer 
her the opportunity to work out your 
differences through marriage coun-
seling. If she agrees, it will be a giant 
leap in the right direction. However, if 
she doesn’t, for your own safety, you 
two must separate. The relationship 
you have described is volatile, un-
healthy and unsafe for you.

DEAR ABBY: I am a senior woman 
and have been in a relationship for 
five months with a widower. His wife 
died three years ago. He calls me every 
night, and we see each other three to 
four times a week. My issue is that he’s 
cheap. He makes three times what I 
do but takes me out only for bar food 
meals. I want to say something, but I’m 
not sure how. He’s a great guy except 
for this, but I don’t want to stay if he 
doesn’t value me more. Should I tell 
him he’s too cheap or just break it off? 
— UNDERVALUED IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR UNDERVALUED: No, do not 
do either. Tell him you feel a constant 
diet of bar food isn’t the healthiest, 
and you would like to try something 
different. Then ask him to make a 

reservation at a restaurant. 
If he balks, volunteer that 
perhaps you could split the 
cost. His reaction to that 
will tell you whether to 
stick with him or not. 

DEAR ABBY: My step-
daughter died tragically this 
year, struck by a driver while 
on her morning walk. She 
leaves behind a husband 

and four children under the age of 18. 
Their wedding anniversary is coming 
up, and we usually send a card and 
money. What would be appropriate for 
me to do for our son-in-law? I would 
like to send a card letting him know 
I’m thinking of him, but don’t know the 
words to say. — STUMPED IN MINNE-
SOTA

DEAR STUMPED: Please accept my 
deepest sympathy for the loss of your 
stepdaughter. Because her husband 
is family, I don’t think sending a card 
would be enough. Pick up the phone, 
start a conversation and tell him he 
is in your and your spouse’s thoughts 
and you want him to know it. Send-
ing an anniversary card to someone 
whose spouse has recently died might 
not be as helpful as lending a willing 
ear.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

ACROSS

 1 Ruling from a 
tennis line judge

 6 Spelled-out chant 
at the World Cup

 9 Home for Shrek

14 For the first time

15 ___ Beta Kappa

16 Signature Caitlin 
Clark shot, 
informally

17 One in charge of a 
sting operation?

19 Vessel in a slip

20 Individuals

21 It locks locks into 
place

22 Lead-in to rock or 
weekly

23 Like a birthday 
candle prior to 
your making a 
wish

24 Absolute 
champion

29 Head off

31 Make good as new

32 Cheer after a 
gooooooal!

33 Poorly behaved 
child

35 Parks who sparked 
a bus boycott

36 Publicity hound

40 News of an alien 
landing, probably

41 “Milk’s favorite 
cookie” brand

42 Barnyard sound

43 Challenge for a 
person drawing 
lots?

45 Piece of 
equipment seen at 
the Paralympics

48 Person often 
flirting with 
disaster

51 Response in the 
game of Battleship

52 Org. that helped 
phase out CFCs

53 Jost’s “S.N.L.” 
Weekend Update 
co-host

54 Hardy and Petty

55 Friend of Flower 
and Thumper

58 Game that ends 
when the snitch 
is caught … and 
whose positions 
end 17-, 24-, 36- 
and 48-Across

60 Handbill

61 Chilly remark?

62 Home of the 
Craters of the 
Moon National 
Monument

63 Bit of snow

64 Posed

65 Question after a 
joke bombs

DOWN

 1 Emphasized, 
textwise

 2 Like the yellow 
polka dot bikini, in 
a 1960 #1 novelty 
song

 3 Popular 
Thanksgiving item

 4 Types

 5 Scientific Bill

 6 Word before deck 
or hand

 7 Prominent part of 
a Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtle 
costume

 8 The “A” of A/C

 9 Choices at salons

10 “I like this so 
much!”

11 ___ de Triomphe

12 “I wasn’t 
impressed”

13 Rescue animal, 
maybe

18 Quadruple award 
achievement, 
informally

22 Supports illegally, 
in a way

24 Small brown 
songbird

25 Liquid-Plumr 
alternative

26 Attempted

27 Gaelic language

28 Back end

30 TV host who got 
asked a lot of 
questions

33 Labor day event

34 Pseudonym in a 
landmark legal 
case

36 Cries of 
understanding

37 Cause for a lawsuit

38 “Vissi d’arte” opera

39 Qatari leader

44 Enemy of the 
Rebel Alliance

45 Tournament 
ranking

46 Korean fermented 
cabbage

47 Remark while 
fanning oneself, 
maybe

49 Integra maker

50 Polo, e.g.

54 It washes a shore

55 Closest pal, 
informally

56 Not just some

57 Hamm of soccer 
fame

58 Ones trying not to 
be sacked, in brief

59 Fossil hunters’ 
project
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ACROSS

 1 Place for 
gladiatorial 
combat

 6 ___ and seek

10 “Money, Money, 
Money” group

14 Some jazz 
instruments, 
informally

15 Restaurant that 
offers a Mexican 
Tres Leches stack

16 “Dagnabbit!”

17 Quality of a 
statement that 
feels plausible

19 Lead-in to 
Worth, Wayne or 
Lauderdale

20 Purges (of)

21 Holding hands 
outside, e.g., for 
short

22 Shelf on a cliff

23 Chewed and 
swallowed

24 High school or 
college seniors, 
usually

27 Disinfectant 
brand with 
the tagline 
“Healthing”

29 Sweetheart, 
slangily

30 Tit for ___

31 Strings along

35 Visibly supports, 
as a university or 
sports team

36 Tongue of 
Chaucer ... or 
what’s literally 
shown in the 
shaded squares?

39 Queue

40 Tightens one’s ice 
skates, e.g.

41 German “Phooey!”

42 Give in to gravity

43 Gave up, as 
territory

47 Feel relief from 
anxiety

52 Do a whoopsie

53 “Rick and ___” 
(adult animated 
sitcom)

54 Card that can 
have the highest 
or lowest value

55 Leave roaring 
with laughter

56 “Beware the ___ 
of March”

57 Aid in preventing 
a shipwreck

60 Edible ice cream 
holder

61 Competent

62 More than willing

63 “At Last” singer 
James

64 Sent a private 
text, for short

65 Journalism

DOWN

 1 Word before 
plane or 
projection

 2 Uncommon thing

 3 Oozes, as charm

 4 Basketball goals

 5 Cigarette 
byproduct

 6 Holi celebrant

 7 “Rumor has it …”

 8 Uno x 2

 9 Mini-albums, for 
short

10 Cost for a 
commercial

11 Hangout events 
for two guy 
friends

12 Common chart 
for comparing 
data

13 Swears (to)

18 Stock market 
debut, for short

22 Caustic drain 
cleaner

24 Made a quick 
retreat

25 Kind of steak 
named after 
a letter of the 
alphabet

26 Chillaxes with 
friends

28 Ye ___ Shoppe

32 Arabic for God

33 Digitally make to 
look younger

34 Brief moment

35 Ready to eat, as 
fruit

36 Minuscule picture 
used in spycraft

37 Essential to the 
character of 
something

38 Football holder in 
“Peanuts”

39 Cheese-loving 
test subjects

42 Pigpen

44 Downpour

45 Wipes out

46 Spinners in 
laundromats

48 On the ocean

49 Sharp-eyed bird

50 Felt sore

51 “Quiet on the 
___!”

55 Fly high

57 Young feller

58 Company 
nicknamed “Big 
Blue”

59 With it, in last-
century slang
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Abnormal play 
is hard to make

Phillip Alder

William James, an eminent 
18th- and 19th-century psy-
chologist, said, “To study the 
abnormal is the best way of 
understanding the normal.”

Today’s deal seems to 
contain a normal play, but is 
it time for an abnormal one? 
South is in three no-trump. 
West leads the diamond king. 
What should declarer do?

South had seven top tricks: 
one spade, one heart, one 
diamond and four clubs. He 
saw that at least two more 
tricks would come from 
spades. And since he knew a 
Bath Coup when he saw one, 
he played his low diamond at 
trick one.

However, East had cor-
rectly played his diamond 
three. And West knew that his 
partner would have thrown 
out the jack or ace if he had 
held it, or played a high spot 
card. So West cleverly shifted 
to the heart jack. This time, 
East encouraged enthusiasti-
cally with his nine. Declarer 
ducked, but West continued 
with the heart 10, and East 
accurately overtook with his 
queen.

Now South could not suc-
ceed. If he had taken this 
trick, crossed to the dummy 

with a club, and tried the 
spade finesse, West would 
have won with his king and 
led his last heart to give the 
defenders one spade, four 
hearts and one diamond. 
And if South had ducked the 
second heart, East would 
have reverted to diamonds, 
giving the defense one spade, 
two hearts and four diamonds 
(unless declarer cashed his 
seven top tricks).

South should have won 
the first trick, crossed to the 
dummy, and run the spade 
queen. Yes, the finesse would 
have lost, but declarer’s 
diamond jack-four would have 
been a stopper with West on 
lead.

Eugenia Last
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2025

Your tunnel vision will carry 
you to the finish line. Use your 
ambition, imagination and 
unique creativity to take your 
dreams to the next level. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Put more time and effort into 
home improvements and your 
relationships with loved ones. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Show passion in your voice 
and gestures. Make your plans 
clear and follow through with 
enthusiasm and the intent to 
finish what you start. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Take a deep breath and rethink 
your strategy. Be careful of 
anyone trying to take over 
or redirect you. Research is 
your best friend and ticket to 
success. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You can mesmerize those you 
engage in conversation, mak-
ing it an ideal day to promote 
your goals. Get out and mingle 
with folks who can offer insight 
and help you get ahead. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Con-
centrate on getting ahead, en-
hancing your investments and 
engaging in events, seminars 
and research that help you stay 
up to speed professionally. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Take a stance and discuss 
what you can do to address 
matters that you find troubling 
or situations lacking what’s 
necessary to go the distance. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Follow the money. Be creative 
with investments, and put in 
the time and effort to outsmart 
anyone who may try to stand in 
your way or steal your thunder. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Study your options, develop 
a unique plan and pursue 
your destiny with pride and 
originality. Attend events that 
encourage using knowledge 
and experience to outshine the 
competition. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): Set your sights on 
connecting with the right peo-
ple, establishing relationships 
and building a strong bond with 
those who can broaden your vi-
sion and help you expand your 
interests. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Put together a budget 
you can live with and decline 
an offer that requires shared 
expenses with someone unreli-
able. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Pay attention to money 
matters, the rising cost of liv-
ing and budgeting for what’s 
important to you. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): Set boundaries, focus on 
what’s important and enjoy 
yourself. A smile coupled with 
a compliment will help you win 
favors.

sports page without a 
sports editor has affected 
her daily duties. Tina is 
the real hero.

It has been a challenge 
to uphold the standards 
set by former sports 
editors such as Jared 
McMurry, Matt Wilson 
and old-timers like Lewis. 
We have a high bar at the 
Journal Review but times 
have dictated changes 
in how we cover local 
sports. 

We have depended on 
coaches to send us results 
to be included in the 
daily sports roundup. Un-
fortunately, some coach-
es do not send us results. 
This has caused us to 
field a few complaints 
from parents and grand-
parents asking why their 
student athletes’ results 
are not in the paper. 

The response is simple, 
we can only place contest 
results in the paper when 
we have them.

The practice of coaches 

reporting results is noth-
ing new. In my 10 years 
coaching at Northridge 
Middle School I always 
hand-delivered results. 
The Journal Review had 
a drop box in  front of the 
North Green Street loca-
tion. This was of course 
before we had the conve-
nience of sending results 
electronically. 

Some of our coaches 
use other people to send 
us the information. We 
have received results 
from parents and assis-

tant coaches. The only 
thing we ask is that the 
results are accurate.

Some sports, such as 
basketball, post results 
on apps. We get most 
basketball roundup 
results from Max Preps or 
Hudl. These two sports 
apps have been a key for 
me while trying to dig up 
results. I search daily on 
X and the sports apps to 
get information about our 
local teams. 

I want to thank Wabash 
College for sending us 

results from their sports 
information department. 
Brett Harris great to work 
with and he insures we 
get results and sports 
news from our favorite 
D3 college.

Kudos to Jeff Nelson 
who has volunteered to 
cover some of the big 
Little Giant basketball 
games. Now, that is true 
dedication. 

We appreciate those 
coaches who want to give 
their athletes exposure 
in the local newspaper. 

For those coaches who 
have managed to send us 
results we thank you very 
much. 

There is still plenty to 
cover this winter and the 
spring season is right 
around the corner. The 
Journal Review Sports 
team will continue 
to strive to cover our 
athletes the best we can 
under the present pa-
rameters we are working 
with. 

Bob Cox is the sports coordinator 
for the Journal Review.

CREW
FROM PAGE 3A

WRESTLING

Little Giants finish third 
at Mid-States Invite
For the 

Journal Review

NORTH MANCHES-
TER — Wabash captured 
four individual titles and 
12 top-eight finishes at 
the 2025 Mid-States Col-
legiate Invitational, held 
Saturday at Manchester 
University. The Little 
Giants finished third out 
of 13 teams competing at 
the event.

Wabash wrestlers 
Andrew Punzalan, Daniel 
Uribe, Chase Baczek, 
and Titus Waters won 
individual titles for the 

Little Giants. Punzalan 
earned two tech falls and 
recorded one pin on the 
way to a 4-0 record for 
the tournament to win 
the 125-pound weight 
class. Uribe scored three 
consecutive tech falls to 
go with two decisions for 
a five-win day to capture 
the title in the 149-pound 
weight class. Bazcek 
recorded two pins and 
earned a forfeit in the title 
match at 197 pounds for 
the 197-pound weight 
class title. Waters added 
four pins, including one 

in the championship bout 
at 285 pounds, for a 5-0 re-
cord for the day to capture 
the heavyweight title.

Anden Ankney earned 
a third-place finish at 
149 pounds for Wabash, 
recording two pins and a 
major decision. Cooper 
McCloy scored three pins 
on the way to a five-win 
afternoon to finish in 
third place at 174 pounds. 
Andrew Ross picked up 
two wins on the way to a 
fourth-place finish at 157 
pounds.

SEE INVITE/6A

SWIMMING & DIVING

Record-setting score puts 
Wabash third at NCAC

For the  
Journal Review

GRANVILLE, Ohio — 
Wabash breached the 
1,300-point mark at the 
North Coast Athletic 
Conference Swimming 
and Diving Champion-
ships for the first time in 
school history to lock up 
third place on the final 
night of competition at 
the Trumbull Aquat-
ics Center at Denison 
University.

Wabash scored a 
school-record 1,339.5 
points over thee four 

days of the champion-
ships, eclipsing the pre-
vious high-water mark 
of 1,264 points scored 
at the 2020 NCAC meet. 
Denison won the 2025 
men’s conference title 
with 2,61.5 points with 
Kenyon in second 
place with 1,642 points. 
Oberlin trailed in fourth 
place with 1,070 points, 
followed by Wooster 
(1,016 points), DePauw 
(967.5 points), Ohio 
Wesleyan (413 points), 
Hiram (412.5 points), 
and Wittenberg (314 
points).

Freshman Mason 
Gilliam earned all-con-
ference honors with a 
third-place finish in the 
1650-yard freestyle. He 
posted an NCAA “B” cut 
time of 15:45.33 to break 
the Wabash school 
record of 15:49.50 set 
by Chris Dombrowski 
in 2018. Xander Straw 
scored an eighth-place 
finish in in 1650 by post-
ing a time of 16:40.09. 
William Renie added an 
11th-place finish with 
a personal-best time of 

SEE THIRD/6A
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16:48.97. Dane Market 
finished in 15th place 
with his time of 17:11.11. 
Nicholas Sommers fin-
ished the 1650 in 17:51.37 

to earn a 17th-place 
finish.

Ryan West broke the 
Wabash record in the 
200-yard backstroke by 
turning in an NCAA “B” 
cut time of 1:48.24 to 

earn All-NCAC honors 
with a third place finish. 
He broke the old school 
record of 1:50.64 set by 
Nicholas Plumb last 
year. Plumb also com-
peted in the “A” final of 
the 200 back, finishing 
in seventh place with 
a time of 1:52.11. Som-
mers competed in the “B” 
final, finishing in 1:56.89 
to capture tenth place. 
Barret Smith finished one 
place back in 11th with a 
time of 1:57.07.

Ethan Johns tied for 
seventh place in the “A” 
final of the 100-yard free-
style, touching the wall 
in 45.75. Daniel Streeter 
scored a 13th-place fin-
ish in the “B” final with 
a personal-best time of 
47.30.

Brody Page finished 
in seventh place in the 
“A” final of the 200-yard 
butterfly by turning in 
a personal-best time of 
1:56.63. Quinn Sweeney 
finished in eight place in 
the “A” final with a time 
of 1:56.70. Plumb com-
peted in the “B” final, 
placing 11th with a time 
of 1:56.15. Gilliam added 
a 14th-place finish in the 
“B” final with his time 
of 1:58.22 after posting 
a personal-best time of 
1:57.70 in the morning 
session.

Page finished in tenth 
place in the “B” final of 
the 100-yard individual 
medley by posting a per-
sonal-best time of 53.32. 
Connor Craig finished 
one spot back in 11th 

place wth a time of 54.15. 
Justice Wenz finished in 
14th place with a time of 
55.45. Eddie DaMata add-
ed a 17th-place finish in 
the “B” final with a time 
of 56.45. Cooper Kowalski 
turned in a personal-best 
time of 56.81 in the “C” 
final of the 100 IM to earn 
a 23rd-place finish.

Wenz added a 15th-
place finish in the “B” 
final of the 200-yard 
breaststroke by posting a 
time of 2:09.91. Kowalski 
finished in 17th place in 
the “B” final by touching 
the wall for the final time 
in 2:14.28 after turning 
in a personal-best time 
of 2:12.92 in the morning 
prelims. Market placed 
21st in the “C” final with a 
time of 2:11.61.

Five Little Giant 
divers scores in the 
three-meter competi-
tion Saturday evening. 
Alexander Aruzza scored 

a personal-best 290.45 
points to place fifth 
overall in the three-meter 
finals. Nicolas Hakimian 
scored 251.60 points to 
finish seventh overall. 
Michael Cruzado added 
a ninth-place finish with 
a personal-best score of 
230.55. Christopher Wiatr 
placed tenth overall with 
a score of 210.15 points. 
Garrett Mroz produced 
a personal-best effort of 
207.20 points to finish 
11trh overall.

Wabash closed the 
meet with a fifth-place 
finish in the 400-yard 
freestyle relay. The 
quartet of Johns, Swee-
ney, Streeter, and Craig 
combined for a time of 
3:05.62.

Wabash will host a last-
chance meet on Sunday 
at the Crawfordsville 
Aquatics Center begin-
ning at 2 p.m.
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116 S Washington St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933

Come to our

the 2nd Thursday of every monthnd Thursday of every monthnd

We sell a multitude of maple products, including:
Maple Sugar Leaves • Maple Sugar • Maple Cream 

• Maple Cotton Candy • Maple Jelly • Maple-covered Nuts  
• Maple Teas  • Sorghum • Honey

999 East County Rd 325 North Greencastle, IN 46135
765-653-5108 • harrissugarbush.com

KING’S REPAIRLLC
Pet Food & Supplies
Softener Salt
Bar & Chain Oil
Hydraulic Oil
Motor Oil
Electrical
Bolts

Custom-made Hydraulic Hoses
Bar Stock Steel

Channel
Angle

Flat
Pipe

Sheet Metal

Plumbing Supplies
Bath Tubs
Vanities
Toilets

Water Heaters

5947 N 350 E, Marshall, IN 47859 * 765-597-2015

Take control of your financial future today - schedule a 
free consultation with a local fee-only financial planner.

Jessica L. Bokhart, CFP®
317.860.1085

www.mswma.com
120 South Green St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933

Are your lips kissable?
C o m e  s e e  u s !

Yo u  c o u l d  w i n  $ 100  i n  p ro d u c t s
765-362-0448 • HOURS: Mon-Fri 10-4 • Sat 9-3

122 W Main St, Crawfordsville, IN 47933

WWW.MUSEHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM

• Service on all makes & models
• Free Estimates on New Installs
• Family Owned Since 2008

• High Quality Service
• Install & Repairs

CALL OR TEXT 

765-522-4716
Roachdale, In

Available for Home, Office, 
or Industry

Pick Up or Delivery

•Salt
•Sales

•Rentals
•Service
•Bottled 

Water
Available for Home, Office, 

or Industry
Pick Up or Delivery

SUGAR
CREEK

LEAVE THE OUTSIDE WORK TO US!
Specializing in industrial, commercial, 

& large area mowing. 

Email us today at: sugarcreeklawn@gmail.com
LET US BID YOUR PLACE TODAY!LET US BID YOUR PLACE TODAY!

765-401-1179

Free towing in Crawfordsville area • 2704 E. Traction RoadFree towing in Crawfordsville area • 2704 E. Traction RoadFree towing in Crawfordsville area
765-362-3160

BUYING JUNK CARS 
AND SCRAP METAL

OPEN MON-SAT 7AM - 5PM

Apples • Oranges • Grapes 
• Carrots • Lettuce • Celery • Carrots • Lettuce • Celery 
• Fresh Fruits & Vegetables• Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

6160 North 350 East, Marshall, IN 47859
765-592-7608

Upcoming Events
United We StandUnited We Stand

Tuesday, Feb. 18
Jackpot: $4,858

Bingo
Thursday, Feb. 20, 6:30pm

Dinner & Trivia
Friday, Feb. 21

JDP Band
Saturday, Feb. 22, 8-11pmSaturday, Feb. 22, 8-11pm

Wabash had two wrestlers 
finish in the top eight places 
of the 184-pound weight 
class. Zach Huckaby finished 
in fourth place after recording 
a tech fall in his opening bout. 

Zach Wagner pinned two 
opponents in the consola-
tion bracket to finish in sixth 
place.

Elorm Nevis won two 
matches, one by a tech fall, 
in the championship bracket 
at 174 pounds. He added two 
more wins with a pin in his 

final matches in the consola-
tion bracket to earn a fifth-
place finish in the weight 
class. Sammy Saunders won 
four matches in the consola-
tion bracket of the 197-pound 
weight class to finish fifth 
overall. He ended the day 
with a pin in the consolation 

semifinals before scoring a 
19-16 sudden victory in the 
fifth-place match. Hadyn 
Ball recorded two pins in the 
consolation bracket at 197 
pounds to earn an eighth-
place finish overall.

Wabash finished with a 
total of 153.5 points to fin-

ish in third place in the team 
scoring. Baldwin Wallace won 
the team title with 186 points, 
followed by Manchester with 
159 points.

Wabash will host the 2025 
NCAA Division III Region V 
Tournament from Feb. 28 to 
March 1.

THIRD
FROM PAGE 5A

INVITE
FROM PAGE 5A

BASKETBALL

Wabash defeats Kenyon
For the Journal Review

GAMBIER, Ohio — 
Wabash led from start 
to finish for the second 
consecutive game, this 
time in a 74-57 road win at 
Kenyon College in North 
Coast Athletic Conference 
men’s basketball action.

Wabash (15-8, 11-3 
NCAC) shot 52.6 percent 
from deep on the way to a 
74-57 win against the host 
Owls (7-17, 5-10 NCAC).

The Little Giants (15-8, 11-
3) had five players score in 
double figures, led by Rich 
Brooks, who had 15 points. 
The junior scored the first 
eight points of the game 
to provide a lead the Little 
Giants never surrendered. 
Robert Sorensen tacked on 
12 points off the bench, and 

Noah Hupmann recorded 
his second double-double 
in the last three games with 
11 points and 13 rebounds. 
Vinny Buccilla added 10 
points and equaled his 
career-high with six assists. 
The Little Giants gave out 13 
assists and committed only 
seven turnovers.

Wabash poured in 10 
threes on 19 attempts. 
Sorensen was the most 
prolific shooter for the Little 
Giants, draining four treys 
in the contest.

Wabash maintains its 
hold on second place in the 
NCAC standings heading 
into the season’s final two 
games. The Little Giants 
travel to Wittenberg for a 7 
p.m. contest on Wednesday.

Wabash started the 
scoring by going on an 8-0 

run, culminating in a three 
from Brooks, to take an 
early lead with 17:49 left 
in the first half. The Little 
Giants maintained the lead 
throughout the half, taking a 
31-22 to the locker room at 
the break.

Wabash kept its lead 
intact before going on a 
9-0 run, finished off by 
Sorensen’s three, to grow 
the lead to 45-33 with 12:17 
to go in the contest. The 
Little Giants kept expanding 
the margin, eventually 
leading by as many as 20 
points midway through the 
final period, and coasted the 
rest of the way for the 74-57 
win. Wabash shot well from 
three-point range in the 
half, hitting six shots from 
deep to score 18 of its 43 
second-half points.

LACROSSE
Wabash claims 
win over Earlham

Wabash scored 21 consecutive 
goals to claim a 21-2 victory over 
Earlham College Saturday afternoon 
in the Little Giants’ home opener of 
the season.

Wabash (2-0) trailed 1-0 after the 
visiting Quakers (0-2) scored the 
contest’s first goal midway through 
the first period. The Little Giants 
responded with four consecutive 
goals to close the period. Will Sorg 
netted his first of three goals to tie 
the score with 4:42 left in the first 
period. Quinn Fitzgerald added a 
goal, one of three on the afternoon 
for the senior, to put Wabash up 2-1

Jake Pippen scored back-to-back 
goals late in the period to make it 
a 4-1 contest at the end of the first. 
Blake Stephens tallied a goal to 
open the second period, followed 
by two goals each from Sorg and 
Fitzgerald to give Wabash a 9-1 
lead. Will Kerker notched his first 
collegiate goal with 1:43 remaining 
in the half. Luka DiFilippo won the 

ensuing faceoff and drilled a shot 
into the back of the net to put the 
Little Giants in front 11-1 at the 
break.

Charlie Rafalko scored five goals 
in the second half, and teammate 
Evan Bair tallied three goals and 
handed out four assists for the game 
to help Wabash cruise to the win in 
front of a loud and supportive Little 
Giant crowd.

Wabash outshot Earlham 75-8 for 
the game. The Little Giants finished 
2-of-5 on extra-man opportunities. 
The Quakers score one of their two 
goals in a man-up opportunity. 
DiFillippo won 16 of 18 faceoff 
chances and led Wabash with 11 
ground balls. Cam Fecht, Lucas 
Cunningham, Eli Backus, Sam 
Santiago, Hank Henry, and Luca 
Flaim each recorded two caused 
turnovers on 37 Earlham turnovers.

Starting goalkeeper Colin Krekeler 
and backup Brody Carr each made 
one save on four shots on goal by 
the Quakers.

Wabash travels to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Saturday to face Muskingum 
University in a neutral-site game at 
Mount St. Joseph University.

SPORTS
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REAL ESTATE 
SALES

SPECIAL
MOBILE
HOMES

Cash Only or
Lease Purchase!
Financing Available
Imperial Estates

765-362-0519
parkbridgehomes.com  

 

 
STATE OF INDIANA

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY
SS:
I N  T H E 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
SUPERIOR
COURT 
PROBATE NO. 
5 4 D 0 2 - 2 5 0 2 -
EU-000013
IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF ELIZABETH 
BARCLAY, Deceased

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby 
given that on the 11th 
day of February 2025, 
Neil Barclay and Mark 
Barclay were appoint-
ed Co-Personal 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of the Estate of 
Elizabeth Barclay, 
deceased, who died 
on December 2, 
2024.

All persons having 
claims against this 
estate, whether or 
not now due, must file 
the claim in the office 
of the Clerk of this 
Court within three (3) 
months from the date 
of the first publica-
tion of this notice, or 
within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims 
will be forever barred.
D a t e d  a t 
C r a w f o r d s v i l l e , 
Indiana, this 11th day 
of February, 2025. 

Sandra K. Sixberry
Clerk of the 

Montgomery Superior 
Court 

Stuart P. Boehning
Attorney #18541-79
Bennett Boehning & 
Clary LLP
415 Columbia Street
Suite 1000
Post Office Box 469
Lafayette, IN 47902-
0469
Telephone: (765) 
742-9066
Facsimile: (765) 742-
7641
E-mail: spb@herefor-
life.com
Attorney for 
C o - P e r s o n a l 
Representatives

hspaxlp 2/18 & 2/25 
2t 

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF 
MONTGOMERY
SS:
I N  T H E 
M O N T G O M E R Y 

SUPERIOR
COURT 2
CAUSE NO. 54D02-
2501-EU-000009
IN RE THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF: Mary Kathryn 
McMahan, Deceased

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby 
given that Timothy 
J. McMahan was, on 
January 30, 2025, 
appointed personal 
representative of 
the Estate of Mary 
Kathryn McMahan, 
who died on the 11th 
day of August, 2024.
All persons who have 
claims against this 
estate, whether or 
not now due, must file 
the claim in the office 
of the clerk of this 
court within three (3) 
months from the date 
of the first publica-
tion of this notice, or 
within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claim 
will be forever barred.
Dated this 31st day of 
January, 2025. 

Sondra K. Sixberry
Clerk, Montgomery 

County Court
/s/ J. Kent Minnette
J. Kent Minnette
Attorney #21362-45
Taylor, Minnette, 
Schneider & Clutter, 
PC
105 N Washington St
Crawfordsville, IN
47933
Telephone:

(765) 361-9680
kminnette
@tmsclaw.com
Counsel for the 
Estate

hspaxlp 2/11 & 2/18 
2t 

 
STATE OF INDIANA

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY
SS:
I N  T H E 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
SUPERIOR
COURT II
CAUSE NO. 54D02-
2502-EU-000011
IN THE MATTER 
O F  T H E 
U N S U P E R V I S E D 
ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF JOYCE ANN 
BRUTON, Deceased

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby 
given that Kurt Bruton 
was, on the 5th day 
of February, 2025, 
appointed personal 
representative of the 
estate of Joyce Ann 
Bruton, who died on 
the 9th day of January, 
2025.
All persons who have 
claims against this 
estate, whether or 
not now due, must file 
the claim in the office 
of the Clerk of this 
Court within three (3) 
months from the date 
of the first publica-
tion of this notice, or 
within nine (9) months 
after the decedent’s 
death, whichever is 
earlier, or the claims 
will be forever barred.
D a t e d  a t 
C r a w f o r d s v i l l e , 

Indiana, this 6th day of 
February, 2025. 

Sandra K. Sixberry
Clerk of the 

Superior Court II For 
Montgomery County, 

IN
Bill Green
134 W. Main St.
Crawfordsville, IN 
47933
(765) 362-8168
#7963-54

hspaxlp 2/11 & 2/18 
2t 

ATTENTION 
READERS

The Journal Review 
tries to screen all 

advertising, but we 
cannot know the 

merits of all offers. 
If you have any 
questions about 

companies adver-
tising in the Journal 
Review, we suggest 
you call the Better 
Business Bureau.

CONSIDERING 
ABORTION?
Free Pregnancy Test, 
Post-Abortion sup-
port, 765-362-3028. 
All services free & 
confidential, National 
Helpline, 1-800-395-
HELP.

facebook.com/JournalReview@JournalReview JournalReview.com

Classifieds

MARKETPLACE

Tuesday, February 18, 2025

200 S Washington St, Ste 101, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
JournalReview.com PLACE AN AD 24 HOURS A DAY!

Walk-Ins: Monday - Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm  •  Call 765-362-1200  •  Email suzanne@jrpress.com

B U S I N E S S CA R D & S E RV I C E S D I R E CTO RY

INSULATION 
A Quality Insulation Job Doesn't Cost ... It Pays I 

Houses • Crawl Spaces • Ag • Commercial 
Spray Foam • Blown In • Batts 

4660 W. Clay Plant Road Amos Beiler
Bloomingdale, IN 47832 765-592-3632

Quality Value Integrity
Since 1987

Lowhorn Painting
(765) 891-1030
(765) 365-6250

lowhornpainting@gmail.com

PAINTING

RLCRIDER
PAINTING

Since 1969

Free Estimates 
Insured

No Job Too Small

• RESIDENTIAL
• APARTMENTS
• POWERWASHING

Crawfordsville, IN • 765-366-1677

suzanne@jrpress.com
Classifieds Sales
765.362.1200 x 2 | Office

SUZANNE 
KINCAID

PAINTING/POWER WASHING

CooksCooksQUALITY
PAINTING

FULLY INSURED  •  BEST PRICES AROUND

765-225-1409

ALSO - Power Washing, Clean Out and Light Clean-Up

AUTO BODY WORK

765-364-1067 office
765-364-0925 fax

607 Waynetown Rd.
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

gouldbody@gmail.com
www.gouldbody.com

Open Mon - Fri
8am - 5pmBrian & Heidi Myers, Owners

TREE EXPERTS

J&D Tree Surgery
Montgomery County’s Longest  

Running Tree Service!
Tree Trimming | Tree Removal | Fully Insured | Proof of Insurance 

Free Written Estimates | Owners Always On Job Site
300 E Garden St, Ladoga, IN

765-942-2634
Jack Steele | Kyle Davis

CONCRETE FLOOR COATINGS

CONCRETE FLOOR COATINGS

INCREASE PROPERTY VALUES!!!
Basement Floors • Garage Floors • Porches • Patios

Free Consultation: Residential • Commercial • Industrial

5x Stronger Than Epoxy

Cold weather installation down to 20°

HOME EXTERIORS

MARTIN EXTERIORS
Siding • Decks • Fencing

Porches • Railing
317.533.2801

Jesse Martin • Roachdale, IN

TREE EXPERTS

Projects large and small 
completed respectfully, with 
quality craftsmanship and 

hometown pride.
Licensed & Insured

Jamie Gemino
(765) 367-2711

PAINTING

BOOTS

EXCAVATING

MIKE PICKETT TRUCKING & EXCAVATING LLC

Mike Pickett
Owner

Cell 765 376 8329
Crawfordsville, Indiana

mpickettfarms@yahoo.com

PET GROOMING

The Grooming Studio
@thegroomingstudiollc

thegroomstudiollc@gmail.com
(765) 918 2062

Sasha Graham • Dog Stylist

COAL CREEK TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, INDIANA
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2024

hspaxlp 2/18 1t
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SHOP
LOCALLY
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PREMIUM WIRELESS RETAILER

1579 S US Hwy 231 • 765-612-0255
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm | Sat 9am-4pm | Closed Sun

Get the new iPhone 16 Pro on us
For new and existing customers

With phone trade-in. Any condition guaranteed. With Unlimited Ultimate.  
Buy now Apple Intelligence coming Fall 2024.

“GET HOOKED ON FROEDGE’S”

• Transmission Flush & Service  
• Power Steering • Rotator Service  

• Transmission Replacement

765-362-0966

NOW SERVING 
BREAKFAST

Sat & Sun
8:00 AM - Noon

$8 LUNCH
M-F 11am-2pm

765-307-7414 
127 South Green Street

Crawfordsville, IN

Saturday
• Medical call in the 7000 

block of West C.R. 450N, 
Waynetown — 12:02 a.m.

• Medical call in the 300 
block of Kennedy Place — 
6:06 a.m.

• Medical call in the 1900 
block of West U.S. 136 — 
7:49 a.m.

• Medical call in the 8500 
block of South Academy Way, 
Ladoga — 8:52 a.m.

• Medical call in the 2000 
block of South Greenly Street 
— 10:05 a.m.

• Medical call in the 200 
block of East C.R. 450S — 
10:33 a.m.

• Medical call in the 300 
block of Coachlight Drive — 
11:04 a.m.

• Medical call in the 100 
block of East High Street, 
Wingate — 5:40 p.m.

• Medical call in 800 block 
of Whitlock Avenue —  
9:35 p.m.

Sunday
• Medical call in the 1000 

block of Lane Avenue —  
3:17 a.m.

• Medical call in the 700 
block of North C.R. 750W, 
Waynetown — 5:03 a.m.

• Medical call in the 1000 
block of Lane Avenue —  
9:15 a.m.

• Medical call in the 600 
block of East Wabash Avenue 
— 11:10 a.m.

• Medical call in the 200 
block of Second Street, New 
Market — 11:41 a.m.

• Medical call in the 200 
block of Marshall Street — 
2:18 p.m.

• Medical call in the 900 
block of South Grant Avenue 
— 4:14 p.m.

• Medical call in the 1700 
block of Lafayette Road — 
4:20 p.m.

• Medical call in the 900 
block of East Taylor Street, 
Ladoga — 4:47 p.m.

• Medical call in the 1400 
block of East Main Street — 
6:05 p.m.

• Medical call in the 2200 
block of West Winslow Drive 
— 7:10 p.m.

• Medical call in the 1600 
block of Edgewood Drive — 
8:06 p.m.

• Medical call in the 1700 
block of West State Road 32 
— 8:42 p.m.

• Medical call in the 500 
block of Aspen Drive —  
11:13 p.m.

Montgomery  
County Coroner

Saturday
• Deceased person in the 

1400 block of West Deer Cliff 
Drive — 12:46 p.m.

Sunday
• Deceased person in the 

3900 block of South Tiffany 
Lane — 7:09 p.m.

RECORD
FROM PAGE 2A

public school children. 
“We are deeply 

disappointed to see 
the state prioritize 
subsidizing the private 
school tuition for 
wealthy parents through 
universal vouchers over 
adequate funding for 
public education. The 
so-called increase in 
the education budget 
is smoke and mirrors,” 
the group shared in 
a statement. “When 
combined with bills that 

propose to cut property 
taxes or share them with 
charter schools, we are 
very alarmed.”

Prior to 2023, Indiana 
was one of only a few 
states to allow schools 
to charge families fees 
for textbooks and other 
educational materials.

Some schools 
reportedly spent more 
than their allotted 
amount on textbooks, 
dipping into other funds 
to cover shortfalls.

ADDITIONAL  
HITS TO SCHOOLS

House Republicans 
hewed close to Gov. 
Mike Braun’s introduced 
budget, nearly 
aligning on education 
priorities like vouchers. 
Scholarship accounts 

also saw a bump in 
funding.

Schools will see 
additional revenue hits 
as part of a state effort to 
reform property taxes. 
One proposal would 
require certain school 
districts share their 
property tax revenue 
with charter schools 
while the multi-faceted 
relief bill would limit 
when districts can put 
referendums on the 
ballot. 

According to the state, 
43% of all property taxes, 
or $3.7 billion, collected 
in 2021 went to public 
schools.

Another pending bill 
would direct schools 
to increase minimum 
teacher salaries from 
$40,000 to $45,000, 
without an additional 
state appropriation. 
Funding for salaries 
comes from tuition 
support and 44 school 
corporations didn’t meet 
the $45,000 threshold, 
according to a fiscal note.

Schools would also 
need to devote 65%, 
rather than the current 

62%, of their state tuition 
support to teacher 
compensation.

The latest budget 
would also boost funding 
for virtual charter schools 
from 85% to 100%, 
identical to the funding of 
schools with brick-and-
mortar facilities.

Overall, K-12 funding 
would drop to 46% of the 
budget, a decrease from 
previous cycles.

DEMOCRATIC  
AMENDMENTS

The committee 
accepted a Democratic 
amendment authored 
by Rep. Greg Porter that 
upped appropriations 
for the Native American 
Indian Affairs 
Commission, the Civil 
Rights Commission and 
the Minority Health 
Initiative. The first two 
had their funding slashed 
in the governor’s version 
of the budget, a cut that 
House Republicans kept 
in their budget. 

The budget for the 
Minority Health Initiative 
went up from $3 million 

annually to $3.5 million.
But nine other 

Democratic additions 
failed to get enough 
support to be 
incorporated, including 
ones that would have 
eliminated taxes on 
breastfeeding equipment 
or increased funding for 
mass transit. 

“The dollars are really, 
really tight … It’s a matter 
of priorities; it’s strictly 
that,” said Rep. Jeff 
Thompson, R-Lizton on 
one effort. “If we had the 
dollars, (it’s) something I 
might well consider.”

But while some efforts 
would have added 
an expense or taken 
away from Indiana’s 
revenue, the committee 
also rejected efforts 
to increase the state’s 
incoming dollars.

The proposal to 
increase the state’s 
cigarette tax by $2 had the 
support of Republican 
committee members, 
but the chair opposed 
the measure because an 
increase had been passed 
by the House multiple 
times only to die in the 

Senate. 
All revenue-raising 

measures must start in 
the House.

Indiana currently 
charges just under $1 per 
pack of cigarettes, below 
every neighboring state 
and national average 
of $1.93, according to 
the American Lung 
Association.

“As of right now, I 
oppose this amendment,” 
said Thompson. “But 
going forward I like this 
idea (and) I hope it’s in 
the final version.”

The author, 
Indianapolis 
Democratic Rep. Ed 
DeLaney, withdrew the 
amendment but said he’d 
reintroduce an expanded 
version that includes 
other nicotine products 
on the floor later this 
week.

Other members 
pointed to Indiana’s 
alcohol tax, saying it 
also hadn’t increased in 
decades.

The budget now moves 
before the full House 
chamber for further 
consideration.

Percent increase in over-
all dollars per year:

Traditional public schools 
– 2.4 and 1.4

Brick-and-mortar charter 
schools – 3.5 and 3.2

Virtual charter schools – 
17.6 and 7.6

Choice Scholarships – 
28.8 and 8.3

Source: House Republi-
can school run
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Pence and those who 
work with him at Advancing 
American Freedom, his political 
advocacy group, stress they are 
not looking to take on the “Never 
Trump” mantle. They intend 
to praise the administration 
when they agree with it, while 
raising concerns when they 
don’t, advocating for longtime 
conservative principles that have 
fallen out of favor as Trump’s 
“Make America Great Again” 
brand of populism has taken 
hold.

“We’re calling balls and strikes 
here,” Pence told The Associated 
Press.

Pence opposed Kennedy — 
who has since been confirmed 
as secretary of health and 
human services — due to 
Kennedy’s past comments 
voicing support for abortion 
rights. His group is now lobbying 
against Lori Chavez-DeRemer, 
Trump’s pick for labor secretary, 
accusing her of being pro-union, 
and plans to spend the coming 
months pushing to increase 
military spending, shrink the 
deficit, and make permanent 
2017 tax cuts, as well as trying 
to convince Trump to stop 
slapping tariffs on allies.

The AP recently sat down with 
Pence to discuss his efforts and 
his relationship with Trump 
— including a closely watched 
handshake at the funeral of 
President Jimmy Carter and his 
wife’s lack of reaction as the 45th 
and 47th president took his seat.

Here is a transcript of that 
conversation, which has been 
lightly edited for space and 
clarity:

Q: What do you see as your 
role and the role of AAF over 
the next four years?

Pence: “To be an anchor to 
windward … I came across that 
line I think in a Herman Melville 
book a long time ago.”

“The wind blows in the 
direction of more government. 
And I think it’s a role of 
conservatives to anchor the 
party so that when the wind 
blows, you put the anchor to 
windward so you stay grounded 
and hopefully do some small 
part to hold, you know, hold the 
ship of state on the principles 
that really minted my career in 
this movement.”

“A strong defense, to 
American leadership of the free 
world, limited government, fiscal 
responsibility, growth, the right 
to life, traditional values — those 
were the values that drew me to 
the Republican Party. And I still 
think that they are the timeless 
ideals of the party of Lincoln. 
And so I want to do my part, 
even as a former elected official, 
to use whatever remains of my 
bully pulpit to be a champion for 
those principles.”

Q: How are you picking your 
battles?

Pence: “Well, for me, it’s 
always principles first. It’s 
not personal. I went to the 
inauguration last month 
and I was very moved in the 
outpouring of kind words and 
expressions of appreciation 
from former colleagues, 
including many members of 
the new administration who I 
encountered in hallways. And I 
saw Secretary of State (Marco) 
Rubio. I gave him a hug, told 
him how proud I was of him. 
We had praised him from here 

when he was selected. I must 
have seen about or interacted 
with about half the incoming 
Cabinet.”

“We went to the Carter 
funeral. And the president and I 
had a very cordial exchange. You 
know, he was coming down the 
row in front of us at the National 
Cathedral and he said, ‘Hi, 
Mike.’ And I was standing up, 
extended my hand, and I said, 
‘Congratulations, Mr. President.’ 
And I could see his countenance 
softened. And he said, ‘Thanks.’ 
And Melania reached out 
and I said, ‘Congratulations, 
Melania.’ And it was, you know, 
the people that know me know 
it’s not personal. I’ve long since 
forgiven the president for any 
differences that we had at the 
end of our administration. We 
still have those differences as 
the president still holds the view 
that, to my knowledge, that I had 
some authority that I did not 
have under the Constitution or 
laws of the country. But from my 
heart, I’ve prayed often for the 
president.”

“And so, to answer your 
question, I think that the way 
we want to approach this is 
with integrity to principle. And 
I’m very encouraged. I think 
the Trump administration is 
off to a great start … I’m very 
pleased about the president 
undoing Biden’s border policies 
and putting back into place the 
policies that we had negotiated 
and established that secured 
the border. But you know, with 
regard to the nomination of RFK 
… for me, it would begin and end 
with the right to life … I saw the 
nomination of an abortion rights 
supporter to be secretary of 
HHS to be a dramatic departure 

from 50 years of strong pro-
life leadership at HHS under 
Republican administrations. 
So we thought it was important 
to speak out. And we got a lot 
of quiet encouragement about 
that.””

Q: Why are Republicans 
so reluctant to speak out 
publicly?

Pence: “I never speculate on 
motives. You know, I’m not 
new to town. I’ve waged lonely 
battles before.”

“But you know, you have to 
be willing to step out and lead. 
And my hope is that even in 
the wake of this fight that, you 
know, the Senate has worked 
its will, the president will get his 
choice at HHS. My hope is that 
when the next issue of life comes 
up, that people will have been 
encouraged, emboldened to 
know that they’re not alone.”

Q: Is there support in the 
party for moving back in 
the direction that you’d like 
to see versus the populist, 
MAGA wing of the party that’s 
ascendant?

Pence: “Well now you hit 
it. Now you’re on it. I don’t 
think — look, I think some of 
the prominent voices in the 
party have embraced a more 
populist thinking. I don’t 
believe the overwhelming 
majority of people that ever vote 
Republican think any differently 
than they thought during our 
administration when we hewed 
to a conservative agenda or the 
years before or since.”

“Let me give you one 
anecdote. So I’m at a town hall 
meeting when I’m running 
for president. And at the end 
of the town hall meeting  —  it 
was well-attended, it was in 

Iowa — a farmer walked up to 
me and he said, ‘It was a great 
town hall meeting. I agree with 
everything you say.’ You know, 
and I argued for — this was 
literally in the wake of the Oct. 7 
attack. And I argued for strong 
American support for Israel, 
strong American leadership in 
the world, continued support for 
Ukraine in their fight and limited 
government and bringing about 
reforms to put our fiscal house in 
order and right to life.

And this farmer says to me, 
he said, ‘I agree with absolutely 
everything you said.’ So I said, 
‘Well, can I count on your vote?’ 
And he said, ‘No, I got to be 
for Trump this time.’ And he 
goes, ‘But I’ll see you in four 
years. You’re going to be a great 
president someday.’ I said, 
‘Would you mind telling me, 
you know, why?’ And he said 
words I never forgot, which was 
in effect: He lamented Biden’s 
failed record. And I saw that 
he was drawn to the need for a 
rematch. And then he said, ‘Plus, 
if they can do that to a former 
president, they can do that to 
me.’ And the ‘lawfare’ stuff went 
into higher relief.

“So I didn’t see in this last 
election a Republican Party that 
was embracing big government 
or a vision to pull back from 
America’s commitments on the 
world stage or marginalizing 
the right to life. I didn’t see that 
traveling all over the country and 
I still don’t see it. I think there 
were other factors that gave 
the former president a decided 
advantage in the election. He’d 
earned it. He’d won it. And then 
he won it in the fall. But I don’t 
think the party’s changed.”
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