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Together,  
we are Tipmont.

tipmont.com  |  800-726-3953

In 1939, Tipmont brought rural electric service  
to north central Indiana, and 80 years later,  
we introduced reliable, high-speed fiber internet. 
That’s eight decades of innovation from a local 
provider you trust. 

While we take pride in our work, we’re most  
proud of what the families, farms, businesses,  
and schools we serve have achieved with our 
services.
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AMERICAN
LEGION POST 72
The American Legion 
Byron Cox Post #72
101 Walter Remley Drive, 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
765-362-9921

Must be 18 years old.
No Children.

Open to the Public!

Check into Eligibility Dates  
for Membership Today!

The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary  
and Sons of The American Legion

in the community, 
state and nation 
for the military, 

veterans and their 
families.LivesWE CHANGEWE CHANGE

765-362-5510
Carl Burkhart • Craig Burkhart  

201 W Wabash Ave • Crawfordsville
www.BurkhartFH.com

We are committed to providing We are committed to providing 
meaningful ways to honor meaningful ways to honor 

& celebrate the lives of loved & celebrate the lives of loved 
ones with dignity & care.ones with dignity & care.

Family Family 

Owned and 
Owned and 

Operated.Operated.

1624 CRAWFORDSVILLE SQ DR  
Crawfordsville, IN | (765) 365-5085

MONDAY - THURSDAY:  
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM

FRIDAY & SATURDAY:  
11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

SUNDAY: 11:00 AM - 8:00 PMH
O

U
RS

Family Friendly!
Stop by today!
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Mayor Todd Bar-
ton believes 
Crawfordsville 
is undergoing 
continued trans-

formation.
During the annual State of the 

Community address, Barton 
touted economic development, 
housing expansion and child-
care accessibility as contribut-
ing factors in the city’s recent 
growth. 

In 2024, Crawfordsville ex-
perienced $75.3 million in new 
investments.

Major developments includ-
ed Penguin Random House’s 

$45 million expansion, which 
added substantial warehousing 
and distribution capabilities, 
and Fairfield Inn & Suites’ $16.4 
million investment to construct 
a 91-room hotel. Additionally, 
Weaver Popcorn committed 
$15 million to expanding its op-
erations, further strengthening 
the city’s manufacturing sector.

“This level of investment is a 
testament to the confidence 
businesses have in Craw-
fordsville and the foundation 
we have built for sustainable 
growth,” Barton said. “These 
investments are not just about 
numbers; they are about build-

ing a stronger future for Craw-
fordsville residents.”

“With new businesses and 
job opportunities on the rise, 
addressing housing availability 
remains a top priority in making 
Crawfordsville a place where 
people not only work, but also 
choose to call home,” he added. 

The Arbor Homes Hawkview 
neighborhood, located along 
U.S. 231 South, featuring 174 
single-family homes, is set to 
provide much-needed resi-
dential space. Elsewhere, a 
404-unit apartment complex 
by Global Development along 

The recent opening of the Purple Heart Parkway extension on the city's south side will open up retail and housing development 
opportunities.

Continued Transformation
Leaders Highlight Community Investments

SEE TRANSFORMATION/7
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...so you don’t have to

THE TEAM WORKING  
HARD FOR YOU

 Putting YOU first!

Biddle ecopanel 04-18 Version 3

Steve & Janet 
Zachary

 765-225-1277

1801 Lafayette Road
Crawfordsville, IN
Steve: 765-225-1279
Janet: 765-225-1277

szachary@callcarpenter.com
jzachary@callcarpenter.com

Ken’s Liquor Store

Please Drink ResponsiblyPlease Drink Responsibly

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION ofof
WINE, INDIANA CRAFTED LIQUORS 

AND TOP SHELF BOURBON!

ICE COLD BEER
BEST WINE & LIQUOR  
SELECTION IN TOWN

1101 Darlington Ave., Crawfordsville, IN • (765) 362-2505
9am-11:30pm Monday - Saturday, 12:00pm - 6:00pm Sunday

221 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 47933

www.themasoniccornerstone.com

A Venue with a Cause...
The Masonic Cornerstone is a non-profit 
organization. Revenue from events and donations 
goes towards the continued preservation efforts 
to restore our building to its former glory so that 
we can continue to serve and celebrate with our 
incredible community.

For more information please contact us at

765-810-2776 
themasoniccornerstone@gmail.com

HISTORIC LOCATION + CUSTOMIZED EVENTS =  

 A Unique & Memorable Experience Tailored To You!

• Weddings
• Receptions
• Bridal & Baby 

Showers
• Corporate Events
• Holiday Parties 

...and so much more!
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the Purple Heart Park-
way extension aims to 
address the demand 
for market-rate rent-
als. Additionally, the 
long-awaited redevel-
opment of the historic 
Ben Hur building at the 
intersection of Water 
and Main streets will 
introduce 49 mar-
ket-rate apartments 
in the downtown area, 
with completion ex-
pected by mid-2025.

Recognizing the im-
pact of childcare avail-
ability on workforce 
participation, Craw-
fordsville has made 
significant progress 
in early learning initia-
tives. 

“Recognizing that 
access to quality child 
care is a key factor 
in workforce devel-
opment, we took a 
proactive approach to 
addressing this chal-
lenge,” Barton said. 
“Rather than waiting 
for outside solutions, 
we collaborated locally 
to create a plan that 
meets the needs of 
working families in our 
community.”

The Montgomery 
County Early Learn-
ing Center, operated 
by KinderCare, broke 
ground in 2024 and 
will add 124 childcare 
seats for children up 

to five years old this 
spring. This project, a 
collaboration between 
the city, Montgomery 
County Community 
Foundation, and local 
businesses, received 
national recognition 
for its innovative ap-
proach to early child-
hood education.

Beyond economic 
growth and housing, 
Barton emphasized 
investments in infra-
structure and pub-
lic spaces. The city 
completed the Purple 
Heart Parkway exten-
sion, opening 1,000 
acres for development, 
and launched major 
drainage improvement 
projects on the east 
side to facilitate future 
expansion. Park en-

hancements, including 
the opening of Brick-
yard Nature Park and 
upgrades to Milligan 
and Lincoln parks, 
further contributed to 
Crawfordsville’s trans-
formation.

The mayor expressed 
optimism for the future 
of Crawfordsville, high-
lighting preparations 
to host the renowned 
Monster Energy FIM 
Motocross of Nations 
in October 2025. 

“We are building a 
community that peo-
ple want to live, work, 
and visit,” he said, 
emphasizing the city’s 
commitment to sus-
tainable growth and 
quality of life improve-
ments.

Montgomery Coun-

ty Board of Commis-
sioners President Dan 
Guard also reflected 
on the county’s prog-
ress in 2024, highlight-
ing major infrastruc-
ture projects, including 
securing state funding 
for an overpass on Nu-
cor Road over U.S. 136.

“This overpass will 
not only improve 
safety for all travelers 
but will also facilitate 
even more economic 
growth in this critical 
area,” Guard stated.

The overall theme 
of Guard’s message 
was collaboration and 
infrastructure-driven 
growth in Montgom-
ery County. He em-
phasized the county’s 
efforts to improve 
infrastructure, support 
economic develop-
ment, and enhance 
public services while 
working closely with 
the city.

He highlighted col-
laborative projects like 
the Purple Heart Park-
way extension and the 
Montgomery County 
Early Learning Center. 
In 2024, the county 
also moved forward 
with courthouse reno-
vations to preserve its 
historical significance 
while ensuring it meets 
the needs of today’s 
residents.

TRANSFORMATION
FROM PAGE 5

Fairfield Inn 
& Suites 

announced 
a $16.4 mil-
lion addition 
and Weaver 

Popcorn 
broke 

ground on 
the com-

pany's 
$15 million 
expansion.
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General Lew Wallace General Lew Wallace 
Study & MuseumStudy & Museum

200 Wallace Avenue, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
765-362-5769

OPE N  F OR  T O U R S
T U E S DA Y  -  S AT U R DA Y  10 A M - 5 P M

w w w.ben-hur.com

A DMISSION FEES:
Adults - $7 

A A A / Milita r y w ith ID - $5
St udents 13-18 w ith ID - $3
St udents 7-12 w ith ID - $1
Children 6 & under - Free

since 1969

®
CARRY OUT • DINE-IN • DELIVERY (THROUGH GRUB HUB)

 116 S WASHINGTON ST
(765)323-3154  /  GREEKSPIZZERIA.COM

201 W Market St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933 • 765-364-9227

Residential & Commercial
Heating • Air Conditioning • Commercial Refrigeration • Electrical
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The city of Craw-
fordsville held a 
grand opening and 
ribbon cutting cere-
mony in November 

for Brickyard Nature Park.
The park is one of the many 

projects the city and Mayor 
Todd Barton have been work-
ing on for several years to im-
prove the quality of life for area 
residents.

The property, located on the 
city’s north side, was originally 
purchased in 2005 as part of 
the Commerce Park develop-
ment. The plan was to clear 
the land and create a southern 
extension of the Commerce 
Park by bulldozing the trees 
and filling in the pond to devel-
op the area. 

“However, to 
me, that not 
only seemed 
cost prohibi-
tive, but it just 
seemed like a 
real travesty 
to bulldoze 
what we have 
here and get 
rid of it,” Mayor 
Todd Barton said. “And the only 
logical solution in my mind was 
to develop a park and let the 
community enjoy what nature 
has created.”

The project was approved 
for READI funds in 2022, and 
about half of the development 

costs were covered by these 
funds. Designing the space be-
gan in January 2023. 

The completion date was 
originally set for July but was 
postponed due to construction 
delays. The park was complet-

ed in October. 
The park is 

named Brick-
yard as hom-
age to the his-
tory of the land 
which used to 
be home to 
brick making 
factories that 
manufactured 

bricks for several different 
buildings all over the Midwest. 

There are informational signs 
around the park that detail the 
history of the site as the Brick-
yard, and even the brick making 
process.

“There were several people in 

the community who provided 
insight into the best ways to 
use the property, including local 
bicyclists and parks and recre-
ation staff,” Director of Opera-
tions and Community Develop-
ment Brandy Allen said.  

The mayor contributed the 
projects success to many fac-
tors including Indiana Governor 
Eric Holcomb and the legis-
lature for passing the READI 
funding. He also emphasized 
the efforts of Allen and Director 
of Parks and Recreation Fawn 
Johnson. 

“I know they [Allen and John-
son] were out here many dif-
ferent times walking the trails, 
checking the signs, making sure 
everything was done right. I 
would like to give them a round 
of applause because they really 
turned this into a reality.” 

Getting Outside
City Opens New Brickyard Nature Park
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Specializing in replacement windows. Installation available!

MIDWEST
WINDOW CO.

LET US DO THE HARD
WORK FOR YOU!

we know WINDOWS!
Call us today at (765) 592-3944

16 Seip Road, Rockville, IN 47872
Open Mon-Sat 8am-4pm

JESSICA L. BOKHART, CFP®

Plan your future wisely  
by partnering with a local,  

community-minded Financial Advisor

WWW.MSWMA.COM

317-860-1085
120 S Green St, Crawfordsville, IN

Dutcher Trenching, Inc.
Josh & Brittany McCloud

Owners
806 Kentucky Street

Crawfordsville, IN 4 7933

765-362-3308
dutchertrenching@gmail.com



Crawfordsville Magazine 2025 11

The city of Craw-
fordsville conduct-
ed a grand open-
ing and ribbon 
cutting ceremony 

in late November for Lincoln 
Park. 

The park has new pickleball 
courts, extended basketball 
courts, cornhole, a new shad-
ed shelter with seating and a 
drinking fountain. 

The park also was updated 
to pay tribute to the history of 
the land and the building that 
once stood there. 

The park grounds were once 
home to Lincoln School, an all-
black school during the years 
of segregation. 

The city presented a mock-
up of a future sign dedicated 
to the school detailing some 
of the history and students’ 
achievements. Plans for a 
permanent sign is set for early 
this year.

Two local historians, Vickie 
Hudson-Swisher and Shannon 
Hudson, came to speak at the 
ceremony. The two co-wrote a 
book on the history of Lincoln 
School.

Hudson gave some backsto-
ry to the creation of the Lin-
coln School for Colored Chil-
dren during her speech and 
emphasized the importance of 
preserving its history. 

The Lincoln School that was 
built on the park’s land was 

actually the second of two, 
opened in 1922 and closing in 
1947. The first Lincoln School 
was built in 1882 serving 42 
students. It was built on the 
north side of Crawfords-
ville near Spring and Walnut 
streets. 

“In the early 1950s, separate 
but equal legislation became 
illegal, rendering Lincoln 
School for Colored Children 
unnecessary,” Hudson said. 

The property became part 
of the Parks and Recreation 
department thereafter. 

“It became what a lot of you 
probably remember as the 
Lincoln Center, which was part 
of the Parks and Rec, but it 
was also a recreation gather-
ing area for black population,” 
Hudson said. 

Director of Parks and Rec-
reation, Fawn Johnson, also 

spoke during the ceremony. 
“First, I want to thank Mayor 

Todd Barton and our Director 
of Operations and Community 
Development, Brandy Allen, 
for their dedication to the City 
of Crawfordsville, Parks and 
Recreation, and specifically to 
this project,” Johnson said. 

Johnson went on to thank 
the City Council, Parks and 
Recreation, All-American 
Construction and Hauling and 
HWC Engineering. 

She personally thanked 
Catherine Puckett and Eric 
Walker from HWC, who de-
signed the new park. 

There will be another cere-
mony next year once the per-
manent sign paying tribute to 
Lincoln School is placed.

Tribute To History
City Upgrades Lincoln Park; Adds Pickleball
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Lakeside Book Company
has a legacy of producing quality
crafted books for 160 years.

As the largest printing and distribution 
company in North America, books are our 
passion. We achieve meaning through our work, 
collaborating with our customers to bring their 
visions to life. Our rich legacy of innovation and 
success is largely attributed to the dedication 
of employees who bring our values to life each 
day through their contributions to our business, 
customers, and the communities in which we 
operate.

In 1864, R.R. Donnelley started as a partner at 
a small printing company in Chicago. Lakeside 
Book has evolved since our founding and is 
now one of the most trusted printing service 
providers in the world. 

As we continue writing this chapter of our story, 
we proudly combine cutting-edge techniques 
and technology with decades of book 
manufacturing expertise as leaders in printing 
and distribution.

Books are our passion.
Learn more at lakesidebookcompany.com
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Crawfordsville’s elite motocross 
racing facility, Ironman Raceway, 
will host the Monster Energy FIM 
Motocross of Nations international 
race on Oct. 2-5. The race attracts 

fans from across the globe as nearly 40 interna-
tional race teams will take part in the event.

Known as the “Olympics of Motocross Rac-
ing,” MXoN is expected to draw more than 
35,000 fans to Crawfordsville. The result will 
make the race the largest event ever to come to 
the area.

The race will be the 78th running of the MxoN 
and will be only the sixth time the race is held in 
the United States. 

Last year the race was held in the United 
Kingdom and several local officials attended 

the race to witness the event. The team from 
New Zealand won the 2024 MxON champion-
ship title.

When the announcement was made that 
Crawfordsville would host the next champion-
ship, a local organizing committee was formed 
and immediately started making plans.  

Co-chairs for the organizing committee in-
clude Crawfordsville Mayor Todd Barton and 
Montgomery County Administrator Tom Klein. 

Barton said the committee is tasked to make 
the local race “the best the MxoN has ever had.”

While a lot of attention will focus on events at 
Ironman Raceway, the committee also is fo-
cusing on the impact to the city and planning 
activities the city can provide to make the  

SEE PASSION/15

Passion, Pride & Patriotism
County To Host International Motocross Race
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Premium Wireless Retailer 
1579 S US Hwy 231

765-612-0255
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, 

Sat 9am-4pm, Closed Sun
*Offers vary by model and are subject to availability. Rebate and financing offers valid on select 2015-2019 new and unregistered Polaris® RZR®, RANGER®, Sportsman®, GENERAL®, 
and ACE® models purchased between 1/1/19 - 2/28/19, but availability of the offers and the offer terms ma vary by State, so please see your local authorized dealer for complete 
details.  **Rates as low as 3.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 3.99% APR rate: $29.52 per $1,000 financed; and with a 
60-month term at a 6.99% APR rate: $19.80 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 3.99% APR for 36 months at a MSRP of $12,699 
is $374.87/mo. total cost of borrowing of $796.27 with a total obligation of $13,495.27. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer 
for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. 
Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and may not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris’ sole discretion. WARNING: 
Polaris® off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, 
if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). 
Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for 
additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2019 Polaris Industries Inc.

201840I
TOM’S MARINE SALES

<sql.select convert(varchar,getdate()) where 1 < :string>
DAVE KERLIN (DDK)

Hours:  Monday–Friday 8am–5pm | Saturday 8am–noon

765-362-7656
Fax: 765-362-5631 

email: lori@tomsmarinesales.com

Check
 us out 

on Fa
ceb

ook! 1389 West 200 South || Crawfordsville, IN
www.tomsmarinesales.com

SALES & SERVICE

Full Service, New and  

Pre-owned Machines,  

No Document or Title Fees

CR 150 S

CR 200 S

C
R 200 W

32

47

2014 ARCTIC CAT SNO PRO 141”,

 ORANGE, 3,271 MI. .............. $8,200

2008 SKIDOO MXZ RENEGADE SDI, 

 YELLOW, 4,508 MI. ............... $4,820

2008 SKI-DOO MXZ RENEGADE, 

 BLACK .............................. $3,900

2013 ARCTIC CAT XF, 

 ORANGE, 2,332 MI. .............. $6,500

2014 ARCTIC CAT SNO PRO, 

 GREEN, 5,587 MI. ................ $7,000

2004 ARCTIC CAT SABER CAT, 

 RED, 5,254 MI. .................... $4,500

2012 ARCTIC CAT SNO PRO, 

 ORANGE, 2,627 MI. .............. $7,500

2009 ARCTIC CAT CROSS FIRE 

 ORANGE, 2,436 MI. .............. $5,500

2002 ARCTIC CAT CROSS COUNTRY ZR 

 GREEN, 4,138 MI. ................ $2,800

765-362-7656
1389 West 200 South

Crawfordsville, IN 47933
sales@tomsmarinesales.com

WWW.TOMSMARINESALES.COM

Full Service, New & Pre-owned
Machines, No Document or Title Fees

Hours:  Monday–Friday 8am–5pm  •  Saturday 8am–Noon

WE’RE CELEBRATING
50 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Home of the IronmanHome of the Ironman

RANGER HERITAGE AWARD:
PROUD RANGER DEALER FOR 20 YEARS

Hours:
 Monday-Friday 8am-5pm and Saturday 8am-Noon
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experience enjoyable for fans. 
The committee has also fo-
cused on making sure local 
residents will be able to en-
joy festivities while not losing 
government provided services 
such as ambulance and fire-
fighting services.

The committee is working 
closely with MXoN and is com-
prised of many state and local 
entities and individuals. Help-
ing with planning the event is 
the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way and the Indiana Sports 
Corporation. State agencies 
involved are the Indiana State 
Police, Indiana Department of 
Transportation and state emer-
gency management officials 
and Indiana Homeland Securi-
ty.

Several subcommittees have 
been formed and tasked with 
several areas to ensure a good 
event for the fans and for the 
city.

Hotels are already booked 
in Crawfordsville, Brownsburg 
and other cities. Several area 
homeowners are listing their 
homes and apartments on 
airbnb internet sites to rent 
their homes for the weekend. 
Local people are also renting 
out their personal motorhomes 
and campers.

There will be shuttles running 
fans from the Indianapolis and 
Crawfordsville airports. Shut-
tles will be used to transport 
fans around Crawfordsville.

The USA holds the record for 
the most team victories in the 
history of the Monster Ener-

gy Motocross of Nations, with 
23 in total, despite only truly 
joining the competition in the 
1970s.  

MxoN fans are known for 
passion, pride and patriotism 
of the nations.

The local entourage that 
traveled to the 2024 race was 
impressed with the fans they 
saw.

“The fans are very passion-
ate anad loud,” Montgomery 
County Visitors Bureau Direc-
tor Heather Shirk said. “They 
are waving their country’s flag 
and cheering. It is exciting.”

“We are proud to bring the 
78th edition of the Monster En-
ergy FIM Motocross of Nations 
to the USA in 2025,” Infront 
Moto Racing CEO, David Lu-
ongo said. “We will head to the 
fantastic Ironman Raceway, 
renowned for its challenging 
layout and rich history.”

“The MXoN is always a spe-
cial event where riders don’t 
just compete for themselves 

but for their nations,” Luongo 
said. “The pride, emotion and 
intensity that comes with this 
race is something you can feel 
in the air. We are expecting 
an unforgettable atmosphere, 
with American fans and fans 
from all over the world com-
ing together to celebrate this 
amazing sport.”

“We are beyond thrilled to 
host the 2025 Motocross of 
Nations at Ironman Raceway 
in Crawfordsville,” Barton said. 
“We look forward to wel-
coming teams and fans from 
around the world to our com-
munity and are already hard at 
work creating a fun-filled expe-
rience for our visitors that will 
be like none other.”

Each nation will announce 
their three-man teams in the 
summer. The Friday parade will 
be a great opportunity for fans 
to see all the riders up close. 
The parade committee is look-
ing for a well-known personali-
ty to be the grand marshal.  

For more detailed informa-
tion visit the city’s website at 
www.crawfordsville.in.gov/389/
Motocross-of-Nations-MX-
oN-2025.

PASSION
FROM PAGE 13
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GREG MORRISON
765-366-1521

Broker
STACEY BAIRD

765-720-2075

Broker
SARAH DEVORE

765-225-1427

Broker
KELLY PAGE

765-376-5839

Broker
LESLIE PYLE

765-366-1311

Broker

COOPER TARTER
765-376-0420

Broker
MARY BARNETT

765-376-4431

Broker
SHERRI BAIRD

765-430-6229

Broker
CASEY HORN

765-366-9904

Broker

Houses • Crawl Spaces  • Ag • Commercial  
Spray Foam • Blown In • Batts

Amos Beiler 765-592-3632
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A 
crowd of near-
ly 100 people, 
including repre-
sentatives from 
the Montgomery 

County Early Learning Center’s 
16 partners, gathered earlier 
this month to mark the com-
pletion of the new center — a 
project that was years in the 
making.

Discussions for the creation 
of the center began in 2019, 
and construction kicked off 
following a groundbreaking 
ceremony in April 2024. The 

facility, located at 110 W. South 
Blvd., is set to officially open 
its doors March 17.

KinderCare, known for its 
research-based curriculum and 
nationally accredited pro-
grams, will operate the cen-
ter and provide 124 childcare 
spots for infants through pre-
school-aged children. Their fo-
cus on early childhood devel-
opment ensures that children 
not only receive quality care 
but also a strong foundation 
for lifelong learning. The facility 
includes dedicated rooms for 

infants as young as six weeks, 
toddlers, two-year-olds and 
pre-K students. An indoor 
recess room offers space for 
physical activity when using 
the outdoor playground isn’t 
an option, and infants will 
engage in sensory stimulation 
exercises.

“We wanted a partner that 
would value educators and 
create relationships for our 
families and children who 
would enter this facility. 
KinderCare Learning  

Years In The Making
Montgomery County Early Center Opens Doors

SEE MAKING/19

Partners and investors of the Montgomery County Early Learning Center, including Mayor Todd Barton, joined 3-year-old  
pre-K student Matilda Pence in cutting the ribbon during the ceremony on March 6.
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TRUE NORTH
Helping students find their

In the cradle of the Hoosier heartland lies a hidden 
gem. Just five minutes from Crawfordsville, families 
will discover a peaceful community that offers small 

town values, a safe/low crime environment, and 
plenty of opportunities to learn, play, and do!

North Montgomery proudly offers:

North Mongtomery Community
School Corporation
480 W 580 N, Crawfordsville, IN 47933
(765) 359-2112
www.nmk12.is.us

•  Small school setting with big school offerings (AP, dual credit).
•  Work-based learning and youth apprentice opportunities 

needed to earn Diploma Honors and Honors Plus Seals.
•  Opportunities for students to participate in multiple extra-

curricular activities, including award-winning FFA, choral, and 
band programs.

•  Access to 13 half-day career & technical education pathways 
including automotive services, business administration, 
construction trades, cosmetology, criminal justice, 
cybersecurity, EMT, fire & rescue, industrial careers, pre-nursing 
(CNA), radio and television, and welding technology.

•  State-of-the art welding program onsite and host of the West 
Central IN CTE Invitational Welding Competition.

•  Affordable half or full day Early Learning Academy for 3- and 
4-year-olds.

• Affordable onsite after school care in the Charger KidZone.
•  Summer Bratton Adventures allowing students in grades 3-12  

to travel, explore and learn outside of the classroom.

Now Accepting New Student Enrollment  
including  Non-Resident Transfers

https://www.nm.k12.in.us/parents/new-student-registration

Must present coupon to get this offer. Most cars. Good for any 
service. Excludes tires. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Additional charges for shop supplies may be added. See 
store for details. 

Spend $50-$99.99 ........................... Get $5 Off

Spend $100-$199.99 ......................Get $15 Off

Spend $200-$299.99 ...................Get $25 Off

Spend $300-$499.99 ...................Get $35 Off

Spend $500 or MORE ..................Get $50 Off

Sliding Scale of Savings!
ON TOTAL VEHICLE SERVICES, WHEN YOU

WWW.SANDERSFUNERALCARE .COM

OUR FAMILY  
CARING FOR YOURS.

315 S Washington St, Crawfordsville, IN 
(765) 362-6849

202 Bratton Rd, Waynetown, IN 
765-234-2224

203 S. 1st Street Kingman, IN
765-397-3499

FUNERAL  CARE
Sanders
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Company is that part-
ner,” said Montgomery 
County Community 
Foundation CEO Kelly 
Taylor.

At the ribbon-cut-
ting, Taylor empha-
sized the significance 
of the new center.

“Today marks an ex-
citing milestone in our 
community, a place 
where our youngest 
learners will grow, 
explore, and develop 
in a safe and nurturing 
environment,” she said.

The project, a $5 
million investment, 
was made possible 
through a partnership 
between businesses, 
government entities, 
and philanthropic 
organizations. Part-
ners in this endeavor 
included Acuity Light-
ing, City of Crawfords-
ville, DES Engineering, 
Early Learning Indiana, 
Hoosier Heartland 
State Bank, Lake-

side Book Company, 
Montgomery County 
government, Mont-
gomery County Com-
munity Foundation, 
North Central Health 
Services, Nucor, Pen-
guin Random House, 
State of Indiana, Tem-
pur Sealy, Tipmont, 
Tri-County Bank & 
Trust and Wabash 
College. Halstead Ar-
chitects served as the 
project architect, and 
Patterson Horth, Inc. 
acted as the construc-
tion manager.

The collaboration 
aims to address the 

shortage of high-qual-
ity childcare in Mont-
gomery County, where 
fewer than 40% of 
children under five 
currently have access 
to such care.

KinderCare, which 
operates nationally 
accredited early learn-
ing centers across 
the country, will run 
the facility with a 
research-based curric-
ulum.

“When this center 
opens in a few short 
days, 124 children 
will have access to 
high-quality early 

childhood education, 
which will prepare 
them for a lifetime of 
learning while also 
offering their fam-
ilies much-needed 
support,” said Dan 
Figurski, president of 
KinderCare for Em-
ployers and Champi-
ons.

The center is now 
accepting enrollments 
for infants through 
preschool-aged chil-
dren. Families inter-
ested in learning more 
can contact the center 
at 765-323-2223.

MAKING
FROM PAGE 17
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Mon-Thur 10am-11:30pm, Fri-Sat 10am-Midnight
OPEN SUNDAYS 12PM TO 8PM

BEER, WINE & SPIRITSBEER, WINE & SPIRITS
(765) 362-MALT(765) 362-MALT

2407 Lafayette Rd, Crawfordsville2407 Lafayette Rd, Crawfordsville

LARGEST SELECTION OF CRAFT BEER
IN THE  

COUNTY!

103 E Main St, Ladoga IN
765-946-1006

Mon -Thur 11a -10p,  
Fri & Sat 11a -12a, Sun 11a - 7p

HOURS

SCAN AND LIKE 
for the latest specials and live events!

SHIFTY’S WEEKLY SPECIALS 
AND ENTERTAINMENT

Monday – Coney’s and Sloppy Joes

Tuesday – Taco Tuesday

Wednesday – Wings, Wine  
and Whiskey

*Singo Bingo* 3rd  Wed  6p – 8p

Thursday – Sliders
*Queen Of Hearts Drawing* Draws at 8p

Friday and Saturday  
Weekend Special

Alternating Friday Karaoke and  
Saturday Live Music

Both Start at 8p

 Sunday – Wings and Fries

1011 W 1150 S, LADOGA, IN 479541011 W 1150 S, LADOGA, IN 47954
765-585-2553765-585-2553

KYLE VAN DORN  KYLE VAN DORN  
& ROY BUSHONG& ROY BUSHONG

• Seat Cover Replacement
• Classic Interior Restoration
• Convertible Tops
•  Just a mile West of 231, in Parkersburg



Crawfordsville Magazine 2025 21

West Cen-
tral CTE 
is a work-
based 
learning 

program that has been devel-
oped in North Montgomery, 
Crawfordsville, Western Boone 
and South Montgomery. West 
Central CTE provides classes 
like welding, criminal justice 
and cosmetology. The instruc-
tors at West Central CTE have 
experience working in the field 
they teach. 

Radio TV is one of the few 
unique classes that are offered 
through CTE. The vocational 
course is offered to juniors 
and seniors and is a two-year 
program. 

The program is based at 
Western Boone with a full 
studio for news and audio 
production. The first-year 
class does a student-led 
newscast for Western Boone 
every other week with jobs 
for each student like director, 
anchor, cameramen and even 

drone operators. On the other 
weeks, they have projects to 
learn skills in the industry.

Matt Foxworthy is the in-
structor for the class and 
was the 2022 Teacher of the 
Year at Western Boone High 
School. 

“He actually prepares us for 
the real world and not just 
classroom work,” said Chloee 
Bean, a second-year senior 
from Crawfordsville High 
School. 

Ready For The Real World
Radio/TV Students Gain Hands-on Experience

SEE REAL/23
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We carry all kinds of
Animal Health • Hardware

• Cordless Power Tools • Lawn & Garden 
Tools • Fencing • Hand Tools • Stove 
Supplies & Related Items • Triple Wall 
Chimneys • Birdseed & Much More!

LODGE #6 • 402 Waynetown Rd. • (765) 362-5091
IGC #001786  •  IGC Reference 160679
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Foxworthy studied 
news broadcasting at 
Vincennes Universi-
ty, where he worked 
part-time as a news 
videographer for 
WTHI in Terre Haute. 
After college he spent 
nine years in the in-
dustry working as a 
news videographer 
for stations such as 
WXIX, WXIN and 
WTVQ. Foxworthy 
came into West Cen-
tral CTE in 2001 and 
revived the Radio and 
TV program. 

“When I first started, 
I told them I wanted 
to run this class like 
a TV station,” Fox-
worthy said. Students 
in the program learn 
many different skills, 
such as writing, edit-
ing, filmmaking and 
teamwork. 

“Skills I’ve learned in 
the class have helped 
me outside of school,” 
said Aden Connor, a 
second-year senior 
from Western Boone 
High School. 

The second-year Ra-
dio and TV students 
are only in class twice 
a week. While in class, 

students will work on 
projects, such as news 
packages, music vid-
eos or commercials. 
Some days are spent 
learning more about 
the news industry or 
the history behind 
it. The other three 
days are spent work-
ing on the Fusion 54 

local news cast every 
Thursday or working 
as an intern for pro-
fessionals in the in-
dustry. 

Each student in the 
advanced class was 
given an internship 
around the Montgom-
ery County area, such 
as the Journal Review, 
the Animal Welfare 
League and some lo-
cal fire stations. Stu-
dents clock in and out 
as if they were at a 
real job and are given 
deadlines just like the 
real world. 

Many students in 
the class believe that 
these internships ben-
efit them by teaching 
networking skills and 
hands-on skills.

REAL
FROM PAGE 21
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Building Leaders and Community. Together.
JOIN US: www.wabash.edu

(765) 362-6131
TDD 1-877-895-2077

2001 Zelmar Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

waterford@mysamco.com | waterford.mysamteam.com

1 & 2 Bedroom
Apartment Homes

WATERFORD
A P A R T M E N T S
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W abash College celebrated 
the start of the year with 
the start of a new chapter 
in its history when officials 
conducted a groundbreak-

ing ceremony for a new community center. 
The 56,000-square-foot building will replace 

the 70-year-old Sparks Center and be locat-
ed in the heart of campus and will serve as a 
community gathering space, featuring main-
floor dining for more than 200 people and 
flexible upper-level event space for gatherings 
of 12-250. The community center will include 
a restaurant and pub, game room, living room 
and swag shop.

“Many of you know I became a champion of 
this project very early in my presidency,” Wa-
bash College President Dr. Scott Feller said 

during the ceremony. “We were at the height 
of the COVID pandemic, and it became obvi-
ous to me that the replacement for this charm-
ing old building needed to be much, much 
more than a new dining hall.”

The center was originally planned to be a 
dining hall, but during the pandemic it be-
came evident there was a need for a commu-
nal space. Feller shared how students’ stories 
of isolation during the early days of COVID-19 
pandemic shaped the vision for the center.

“What we learned when the students left for 
that brief period in March of 2020 was that 
the college is a lot more than classes. It’s a lot 
more than practices,” Feller said. “It’s about 
community.”

SEE COMMUNITY/27

It's About Community
Wabash Breaks Ground On New Center
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Don’t Forget

A Trilogy Senior Living Community

WE’LL BE HERE IF  
YOU NEED US!

Sometimes the unexpected 
happens, like the adjustment to 
home doesn’t go as planned. If 
that ever happens, we’ll be here 
with a variety of services to help.

“Get Hooked on Froedge’s”

TOWING & REPAIR
Move over law includes tow trucks 

See us for your complete auto & truck care
• Tune Ups • Brakes • Oil Change • Batteries • Radiator Flush  • Engine Replacement • DOT Inspection  • 24 Hr TOWING & RECOVERY

700 Covington St, Crawfordsville, IN 47933

362-0966
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The project is part 
of the College Com-
munity Collaboration 
Initiative, which aims 
to enhance coopera-
tion between the col-
lege and Montgomery 
County. 

Feller credited the 
Wabash board of 
trustees for embrac-
ing the vision during 
a time of uncertain-
ty and praised their 
unwavering support. 
He also expressed 
gratitude to the Lilly 
Endowment for their 
role in funding the 
project.

“I want to express 
my gratitude to ev-
eryone at the Lilly En-
dowment, in particu-
lar CEO Clay Robbins, 
President Jeanette Hill 
and Vice President for 
Education Ted Maple, 
for providing the op-
portunity for Wabash 
to apply and receive 
the largest grant in 
our history,” Fell-
er said. “It will quite 
literally transform in 
remarkable ways our 

very special town hall 
collaboration.”

Feller also acknowl-
edged Corey Olson, 
Chair of the Buildings 
and Grounds Com-
mittee, for his leader-
ship throughout the 
planning process.

Wabash is finalizing 
financing for the new 
facility. It is hoped 
that the Sparks Cen-
ter will be razed this 
spring with construc-
tion to follow.

COMMUNITY
FROM PAGE 25

Participating in the ceremonial groundbreaking for the new community center at Wabash  
College are, from left, Kelly Taylor, CEO of the Montgomery County Community Foundation; 
Matt Salzman, Wabash College Director of Foundations, Corporations, and Government Rela-
tions; Dr. Scott Feller, Wabash College President; Todd Barton, Crawfordsville mayor and Class 
of ‘00; Tom Klein, Montgomery County Administrator; and Leann Parrish, Wabash College 
Community Partnerships Coordinator.

Wabash College President Scott Fell-
er and Jack Engledow ’53. Engledow 

was president of the student body when 
ground was broken on the Sparks Center 
72 years ago — the building the commu-

nity center will replace and the building 
that hosted the ceremony in January.
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goldstartruss.com  |  Find us on Facebook

Family owned & operated with a strong  
focus on Excellent Service and Quality.
765-766-4034
2302 S US Hwy 41, Veedersburg, IN 47987

Peace of mind
overhead
with our truss systems.
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As director of the 
Crawfordsville 
Main Street 
organization, 
Sue Lucas has 

been instrumental in revital-
izing efforts in downtown 
Crawfordsville. Her focus has 
always been fixed on historic 
preservation, beautification 
and community engagement.

Lucas, who retired at the 
end of 2024, earned praise 
from many during the organi-
zation’s annual membership 
meeting in January. 

Crawfordsville Mayor Todd 
Barton also praised Lucas’ 
work in the community and 
declared June 6 as Sue Lucas 
Day. 

“Sue’s dedication and pas-
sion for the mission of Craw-
fordsville Main Street is truly 
hard to describe,” he said. “It 
goes beyond mere words. Her 
tireless work has helped trans-
form our downtown over the 
last several years.”

Lucas spearheaded numer-
ous projects that transformed 
the downtown area. She 
played a key role in maintain-
ing and enhancing the Marie 
Canine Plaza, including the 
restoration of its fountain and 
landscaping. Her efforts also 
extended to sustainability 
initiatives, such as removing 
invasive species and planting 
native trees, and ensuring that 

downtown Crawfordsville was 
consistently decorated and 
maintained throughout the 
seasons.

Through her leadership, 
Lucas fostered strong part-
nerships with city, county and 
state officials, and collaborat-
ed with organizations like the 
Historic Preservation Com-
mission, Durham Inc. and the 
Montgomery County Heritage 
Alliance. She also championed 
local businesses, advocating 

for business promotion and 
sustainability while creating 
a vibrant downtown environ-
ment that has become a cor-
nerstone of economic vitality.

As Lucas steps away from 
her role, CMS welcomed Jamie 
Harrington as its new director. 
Harrington, who previously 
worked with the local Cham-
ber of Commerce, expressed 
gratitude for the opportunity 
and acknowledged the strong 
foundation built by Lucas.

Real-Life Transformer
Sue Lucas Praised For Revitalization Efforts

Sue Lucas, retired long-time director of Crawfordsville Main Street, was honored 
in January at the organization's annual meeting. Mayor Todd Barton also declared 
June 6 as Sue Lucas Day in Crawfordsville.
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FAMILY FRIENDLY DININGFAMILY FRIENDLY DINING
9 E. WASHINGTON ST, ROACHDALE, IN

765-522-1599

Cleanings • Extractions • Implants • Dentures  
Partials • Fillings • Whitenings • & More

765-267-8484  |  sugarcreeksmiles.com
114 Walter Remley Dr., Crawfordsville, IN 47933

HOURS
Monday-Saturday - 5am to 8pm

Sunday - 5am to 6pm

- DONUTS - FRITTERS - CRONUTS  -
- ESPRESSO COFFEE DRINKS -

- BOBA DRINKS - FRAPPES - 
JACK’D ENERGY DRINKS - 
- SMOOTHIES - MUFFINS -

1550 S. Washington St.
Crawfordsville

Phone - 765-307-4073
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April 5
American Battlefield Trust – Park 
Day 2025 at the General Lew 
Wallace Study, 9 a.m. to noon

April 12
PAC Mid-West Rodeo at the PAC 
Arena, 6 p.m.

May 3
PAC Mid-West Rodeo at the PAC 
Arena, 6 p.m.

May 9-11
2025 Ironman ATVMX-Round 5 
at the Ironman Raceway, 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

May 17
2025 Summer Concert Series - 
Henry Lee Summer at PAC Mid-
West Rodeo Co. & Arena,  
7-11 p.m.

May 17
Waynetown Street Craft Festival, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

May 17-18
Hoosier GNCC 

May 23-25
2025 Loretta Lynn’s Mid-East 
Amateur Regional Championship 
at Ironman Raceway, 7 a.m. to  
5 p.m.

May 31
Girls Day at the Raceway at Iron-
man Raceway, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Dancing with the Montgomery 
County Stars 2025, 6 p.m. at 
Knowling Fieldhouse, Wabash 
College

June 6
First Friday Concert Series,  
Pike Place

June 7
Friends of Sugar Creek Canoe 
Race, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

June 7
PAC Mid-West Rodeo at the PAC 
Arena, 6 p.m.

June 13-15
Strawberry Festival, Lane Place 
grounds. National entertainment 
acts Friday and Saturday nights. 
Car and tractor shows, children's’ 

activities, arts and crafts, food, 
tennis, cornhole, softball tourna-
ments and 4k run.

June 20
Lunch on the Plaza, Canine Plaza, 
corner of East Main and Green 
streets.

June 24
Waynetown Freedom Festival 
and Fireworks, 11 a.m. to dusk

June 28
Back2Mac (Fleetwood Mac 
tribute show) at PAC Mid-West 
Rodeo Co. & Arena (7-11 p.m.)

July 4
New Richmond Fireworks, New 
Richmond Park, at dusk

July 4
Crawfordsville Fireworks, Milligan 
Park, at dusk

July 11-16
Montgomery County 4-H Fair, 
fairgrounds on Parke Avenue

July 18

Lunch on the Plaza, Canine Plaza, 
corner of East Main and Green 
streets.

Aug. 1
First Friday Concert Series,  
Pike Place

Aug. 9
Ironman National Championship, 
Ironman Raceway

Aug 9
Midwest Railroad Fair, Linden De-
pot. Many exhibitors and vendors, 
operating 1837 steam engine 
replica, historic railroad depot, 
model RR, unique exhibits. 

Aug. 15
Lunch on the Plaza, Canine Plaza, 
corner of East Main and Green 
streets.

Aug. 23
18th annual Taste of Montgomery 
County, Gen. Lew Wallace Study 
& Museum. Live musical acts, 
local food vendors and caterers, 
local wines, and craft brews.

Since 1966

We’re the Happy 
Hooker

765-362-9350

wilsons24towing.com

Expert Care 
for Your Vehicle 

since 1987
765-362-1089

wilsonsautotech.net

Upcoming Events



32 Crawfordsville Magazine 2025

FREE
DELIVERY
& SET-UP

Portable Storage Sheds • Poly Outdoor Furniture  
Play Swing Sets • Stryker Hunting Blinds
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