
A supplement of the

NOvember 2025NOvember 2025

We are committed to all things gun and ammo!
We are a full service Gun shop. We carry many top lines 
of firearms, ammo, Military, Surplus. We do gunsmithing
We Buy, sell and Trade.

Tactical Weapons  
and Supply

2303 Indianapolis Rd., Crawfordsville, IN   (765) 361-1242  •  (765) 362-6257 fax

Eric Small, Owner  |  tacticalweapons2@yahoo.com

Custom AR Building
Guns & Ammo
Hawke Optics
Sight Mark & Polsar 
Predator Tactics

Coyote Supplies & Lights
Military Guns 
Surplus

Night Vision In Stock!Night Vision In Stock!

VOTED 2022VOTED 2022    
BEST GUN SHOP &  BEST GUN SHOP &  

BEST HUNTING SUPPLY!BEST HUNTING SUPPLY!

OUTDOOR 
SPORTSMAN

https://www.facebook.com/p/Tactical-Weapons-and-Supply-100057442968497/


2 JournalReview.comOUTDOOR SPORTSMAN 2025 A supplement  of the Journal Review

806 Kentucky St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933  |  765-362-3308  |  765-364-1594
dutchertrenching@gmail.com  |  Josh & Brittany McCloud

Septic/Sewer Installations 
 Repair & Maintenance 
Septic Tank Cleaning
Grease Trap Cleaning 

Riser Installations • Lift Pumps
Locator Service • High Pressure 
Water Jetting • Sewer Machine

 Camera Service 
IOWPA Certified Septic InspectionsT R E N C H I N G ,  I N C

WWW.MCCLAMROCHAG.COM • (765) 362.4495
CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN

GRAIN HANDLING 
& FARM EQUIPMENT

We specialize in bulk handling equipment for 
feed, grain, seed, and industrial industries.

Email: mbrier@callcarpenter.com    Or Call: 376-3700
CONTACT MIKE BRIER MIKE BRIER TODAY! 

I have buyers!  
I need homes!Are you ready to sell? Are you ready to sell? 

Mike Brier
A TRUSTED NAME IN REAL ESTATE
Commercial & Residential  
   Real Estate Buying & Selling

MIBOR 2023 Exec Board Chair
Economic Development  
Commission Secretary

Office: 765-362-5060  •  Cell: 765-918-7122  •  jeff.neal@yahoo.com

Jeff Neal - Owner • 410 Waynetown Rd., Crawfordsville, IN

Paint  & Body ShopPaint  & Body Shop
JEFF NEAL

HIT A 
DEER?

CALL US 
TODAY!
We work with 
all insurance 
companies.

Even the most 
experienced hunter might 

suffer a stumble or two. 
Recognizing your mistakes and 

learning from them is the important 
part. It’s how we all become better 
hunters. Here’s a look at some of the 
most common errors made while on a 
hunt:

TIMING
Avoid choosing the wrong hunting 

times. Many focus on early mornings 
and evenings, to the exclusion of mid-
day hunts. However, a significant num-
ber of mature deer are harvested 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Don’t delay your shot. You should 
take a clear shot at the first opportunity 
as a buck comes within range. You’re 
more likely to miss by allowing the 
deer to approach too closely. Research 
indicates that approximately 80 percent 
of missed shots are aimed too high.

LOCATION
Avoid hunting prime locations too 

early. Reserve your best spots for opti-
mal conditions to avoid putting unnec-
essary pressure on them prematurely. 
Avoid following the crowd and don’t 
overlook smaller public parcels. Larger 
areas typically attract the most hunters, 
and mature bucks are quick to evade 
them. If you own or lease hunting land, 
exercise caution when agreeing to 
allow friends to hunt on your property. 
This can quickly lead to deer overpres-
sure.

Don’t share too much information.  
When you encounter that big buck, it’s 
often best to maintain discretion 
regarding your location and methods. 
Telling others about your discovery 
could result in others bagging the deer 
in your spot before you have the 

https://www.mcclamrochag.com/
https://www.callcarpenter.com/agent/mike-brier
https://www.facebook.com/p/Jeff-Neal-Paint-Body-100054267111165/
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OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN  |  TIPS

Even the most 
experienced hunter might 

suffer a stumble or two. 
Recognizing your mistakes and 

learning from them is the important 
part. It’s how we all become better 
hunters. Here’s a look at some of the 
most common errors made while on a 
hunt:

TIMING
Avoid choosing the wrong hunting 

times. Many focus on early mornings 
and evenings, to the exclusion of mid-
day hunts. However, a significant num-
ber of mature deer are harvested 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Don’t delay your shot. You should 
take a clear shot at the first opportunity 
as a buck comes within range. You’re 
more likely to miss by allowing the 
deer to approach too closely. Research 
indicates that approximately 80 percent 
of missed shots are aimed too high.

LOCATION
Avoid hunting prime locations too 

early. Reserve your best spots for opti-
mal conditions to avoid putting unnec-
essary pressure on them prematurely. 
Avoid following the crowd and don’t 
overlook smaller public parcels. Larger 
areas typically attract the most hunters, 
and mature bucks are quick to evade 
them. If you own or lease hunting land, 
exercise caution when agreeing to 
allow friends to hunt on your property. 
This can quickly lead to deer overpres-
sure.

Don’t share too much information.  
When you encounter that big buck, it’s 
often best to maintain discretion 
regarding your location and methods. 
Telling others about your discovery 
could result in others bagging the deer 
in your spot before you have the 

chance to return. Consider alternative 
food sources. Mature bucks can be 
quite cunning. They tend to be more 
cautious around commonly sought food 
sources during prime hunting hours. 
Instead, consider focusing your efforts 
near areas rich in honeysuckle, green-
briar and blackberry.

SAFETY
Always wear a safety harness. Safety 

is paramount when hunting, so secure 
yourself with a climbing belt when 
climbing up or down a tree. Falls from 
tree stands are a leading cause of inju-
ries among hunters. 

While advancements in technology 

have led to the development of 
remarkable tools for hunting, an 
over-reliance on these gadgets can lead 
to complacency. 

Remember that this equipment can 
aid and enhance your experience, but 
it’s no substitute for essential hunting 
skills.

Avoid These Common Errors
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OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN  |  GEAR

Experienced hunters understand the 
importance of proper preparation, with 
traditions cultivated over years of prac-
tice. If you’re newer to the hunt, howev-
er, you may have questions about which 
essentials are needed. This handy check-
list is designed to ensure that your expe-
rience is safe, enjoyable and fulfilling. 

YOUR EQUIPMENT
Many things may influence the equip-

ment you choose to carry, starting with 
regulatory requirements. Your state may 
have established seasons when specific 
weapons are permitted or prohibited. 
Check online resources before any out-
ing to stay in compliance with the law. 

When selecting your rifle or firearm, 
consider personal comfort and familiari-
ty. If you are thinking about an upgrade, 
talk to expert representatives from local 
gun shops, sporting goods stores or wild-
life and fisheries offices to learn more 
about the options available to you.

BE PREPARED  
A fundamental rule regarding ammu-

nition is to bring more than you antici-
pate needing. Even the most skilled 
marksmen will occasionally encounter 
elusive targets that create missed shots. 
You don’t want to be left without ammo 
when a pivotal shot presents itself during 
the hunt. You could even miss out on an 

entire outing. 

THINK COMFORT
Going hunting requires a lot of 

patience, since you usually must wait a 
long time for the ideal moment. So pri-
oritize comfort as well as durability. A 
reliable backpack is essential, particular-
ly for longer excursions. Select one that 
offers adequate space for snacks, water 
and a first-aid kit to ensure you are ready 
for anything. Look for well-fitting, water-
proof boots. Hunting can place signifi-
cant strain on your feet. Substandard 
footwear can lead to accidents or 
blisters, while wet or cold feet can trans-

form a pleasant day into a miserable 
experience.

BEYOND FIREARMS
Firearms and ammunition are criti-

cally important to any hunt, but don’t 
overlook the value of key accessories. 
Binoculars are an often-underestimated 
tool. They can significantly enhance 
your ability to see approaching wildlife, 
of course, but they’re also useful for 
scouting nearby areas when you’re hav-
ing a slow day in the field. Always 
remain alert to changing weather condi-
tions and pack extra clothing as neces-
sary to safeguard against rain or cold 
weather.

What  
to Bring
Don’t overlook the value of 

the tools you bring and your 
choice of hunting attire. 

https://byroncoxpost72.org/


6 JournalReview.comOUTDOOR SPORTSMAN 2025 A supplement  of the Journal Review

Opting to hunt for your 
own food certainly can 
help cut down on big 

grocery bills, but 
remember, there are costs 

involved in hunting. 
Before starting this rewarding hobby, 

create a budget to help guard against 
overspending. Experienced hunters 
can maximize their savings at the 
supermarket by harvesting their own 
food. Budget-friendly options while on 
the hunt can also improve the experi-
ence without emptying your bank 
account.

SHARING THE EXPERIENCE
You can split many of the built-in 

costs when you hunt with a friend. 
You’ll only pay half of the cost when 
buying things like material for stands, 
trail cameras and cell cam plans. If you 
take turns when taking aim at nearby 
game, you’ll save on ammunition – and 
you can always share the results, too. 
Either way, there’s a sense of camara-
derie built in when hunting with some-
one else. 

SECOND-HAND GEAR
If you are looking to buy new equip-

ment to enhance your experience, con-
sider second-hand options. Talk to fel-
low hunters in your local community, 
hunting club or on social media plat-
forms about purchasing equipment 
after they’ve upgraded. You’ll be saving 
money while promoting sustainable 
practices within the hunting communi-
ty. They may even agree to let you use 
an item on a trial basis, allowing you to 
get comfortable with it before commit-
ting to the purchase. 
When you’re ready to buy new, the 

temptation is to go all out on state-of-
the-art camouflage. Cheaper brands 
are available at sporting goods stores 
and some big-box retailers. Stick with 
these low-cost options, particularly at 
first, as long as they keep you warm 
and dry.

COST-SAVING OPTIONS
Most states require hunters to have 

appropriate licenses, depending on the 
season  
or type of game they’re pursuing. 

These individual permits are usually 
affordable, but there may be opportu-
nities for savings by purchasing all 
necessary licenses for the year in a sin-
gle transaction. Before getting certifi-
cation for one season or species, check 
whether your state provides bundled 

options to build savings.
Look for public land where hunting 

is available for no additional cost. 
There’s no need to join a pricey hunt-
ing club or pay for access to private 
lands, especially if you are a newer, 
less experienced hunter. You can save 
hundreds of dollars each season, if not 
thousands.

Hunting on a Budget
MANAGING COSTS  |  OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN
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OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN  |  STAYING SAFE

Hunting provides a 
unique opportunity to 
build connections with 

others, engage with 
nature and connect with 
the hobby’s rich history. 

But it does come with 
certain risks. 

Be aware of key safety measures to 
ensure everyone’s well-being. Every 
year, careless hunting practices need-
lessly result in injury or even death.

 Paramount to all these guidelines are 
firearm safety. But many injuries are 
associated with routine activities, 
including climbing to and from deer 
stands. Then there are potential 
encounters with hazardous wildlife.

You can navigate these unique risks 
and challenges by strictly following a 
generally agreed-upon set of safety pro-
tocols.

SAFETY COURSES
Hunter safety courses are available 

for beginners. In some cases, they may 
be mandated depending on where you 
live. For detailed information regarding 
course schedules, fees and locations, 
check out online resources or reach out 
to local fisheries and wildlife officials. 
Staff members at sporting goods stores 
may be able to provide valuable assis-
tance.

DRESSING RIGHT
Wear high-visibility orange clothing 

to ensure you are easily identifiable to 
other hunters. Avoid overpacking. 
Carrying a heavy backpack can compli-
cate your walk through the rough or 
uneven terrain, as well as the climb to 

your stand.
Stay informed about weather condi-

tions before and throughout your trip. 
This will affect what you wear; it might 
also require a change in plans. If strong 
storms are anticipated, you may need 
to remain indoors. Lightning fatalities 
average around 50 per year in America, 
with hundreds more experiencing seri-
ous injuries. 

STAY ALERT
Avoid consuming alcohol or any 

intoxicating substances before or 
during your hunt. Remaining alert and 
clear-headed is vital when handling 
firearms. Before you leave, tell a trust-
ed individual about your plans, detail-
ing where you’re going, when you 
expect to get back and any other 
important details about your trip. 
When possible, take a buddy or two. 
Companionship will add to the experi-

ence, and they’ll be there if something 
goes wrong. 

For hikers, campers, and others who 
enjoy the outdoors, be aware of hunting 
seasons so you’re prepared. Non-
hunters are also advised to wear bright 
clothing to help with their visibility. 
Keep dogs on a leash so they’re not mis-
identified as wildlife. Remember that 
hunting is prohibited in most national 
parks. Only 76 out of 400 allow it.

Focus on Safety
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