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What is the SWCD?

The Montgomery County Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD)
is a legal subdivision of state gov-
ernment responsible for conserving
natural resources within our coun-
ty. Each of Indiana’s 92 SWCD's is
governed by a board consisting of five
local citizens. Three board members
are elected at the annual meeting and
2 are appointed by the State Soil Con-
servation Board based on recommen-
dations of leadership in the district.

Our Mission

The purpose of the SWCD is to be
aresource for the citizens of Mont-
gomery County seeking information
or assistance regarding conservation
issues, as well as identifying and ad-
dressing natural resource concerns.
The SWCD works alongside a variety
of conservation organizations and
government entities to provide con-
servation solutions at a local level.

What do we do?

The purpose of the SWCD is to be
aresource for the citizens of Mont-
gomery County seeking informa-
tion or assistance regarding conser-
vation issues, as well as identifying
and addressing natural resource
concerns. The SWCD works along-
side a variety of conservation orga-
nizations and government entities
to provide conservation solutions at
a local level.

Services We Offer

Educational events

Invasive species technical advice

Garden/small farms site visits

Forestry technical advice

Volunteer opportunities

Native plant sale (once a year)

Answering of questions related to
natural resources

Soil Surveys to answer growers/
landowners questions

History

The history of soil conservation and
the creation of conservation districts
date back to national legislation
passed by Franklin D. Roosevelt in
1937. States faced severe economic
challenges during the Great Depres-
sion in the 1930s, which also coin-
cided with an ecological disaster- the
Dust Bowl. The Great Plains prairies
gave rise to wheat fields as the west-
ern part of the US was settled. These
farms were initially very successful,
but the combination of intensive
plowing and a severe drought turned
these once-productive soils into dust.
These soils, which took many years to
form, simply blew away. Dust storms
blocked out the sun and left everything
in their wake in a blanket of dust.

On April 27, 1935 one of these great
dust storms was headed toward Wash-
ington, D.C. when Hugh Hammond
Bennett, known as the “father of soil
conservation,” spoke to members of
Congress. Bennett believed that Amer-
icaneeded “a tremendous national

awakening to the need for action in
bettering our agricultural practic-

es.” As Bennett pled his case for soil
conservation, the dust storm reached
the city and darkened the sky. Ben-
nett responded by saying that “This,
gentlemen, is what I have been talking
about.” Congress then enacted the
Soil Conservation Act of 1935, and the
Standard State Soil Conservation Act
of 1937. The first act created the Soil
Conservation Service (now the Natural
Resources Conservation Service), and
the second encouraged the creation
of conservation districts at the county
level.

Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
tricts (SWCDs) began in Indiana when
the district law was established in
1940. This law was based upon the
federal 1937 law, which calls for local
citizens to petition for the creation of
a conservation district in their county.
SWCDs were founded on the concept
that the implementation of federal
conservation programs is best done
through the coordination of local
shareholders.

L
Evans to be keynote speaker

Journal Review before launching his own company, Chad

Chad Evans, a native of Daviess County in
southwestern Indiana, will serve as the keynote
speaker at the 2026 Montgomery County Soil
& Water Conservation District annual meet-
ing.

Evans grew up about 40 miles southwest of
Bloomington and was active in FFA and 4-H.
He was named District and Regional Star Agri-
businessman and won District Forestry honors
from his freshman through senior years. He
studied agronomy through Purdue University’s
transfer program before earning a degree in
climatology from Indiana State University.

Evans has spent 23 years in broadcast me-
teorology, working at four television stations

Evans Weather LLC. He also teaches at Purdue
University.

Beyond broadcasting, Evans is deeply in-
volved in forestry, botany and ecology. He has
promoted conservation initiatives through ef-
forts such as growing native trees for NICHES
Land Trust, producing his “Tree of the Week”
feature and blogging about Indiana native spe-
cies and ecosystems.

During the annual meeting, Evans will share
his career journey and discuss the evolving
landscape of television weather broadcasting.
He also will outline his philosophy as a mete-
orologist and climatologist and provide a brief
spring and summer weather outlook.
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CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR

FINDING PEACE & PURPOSE

Shari McCollugh,
keeper of rare
wetland prairie,
earns top honors

Hayley Jarman
hjarman@jrpress.com

hen Shari McCollough first
stepped onto the Lye Creek
Prairie Burn, she never imag-
ined she would one day be
overseeing 83 acres of federally protected wet-
lands or be named Conservationist of the Year.

“I didn’t,” McCollough said simply when asked
about her background in land management. “I
didn’t have experience with doing stuff like that.”

Yet the Montgomery County Soil and Water
Conservation District recognized McCollough
as Conservationist of the Year for her work re-
storing the Lye Creek Prairie Burn, a rare wet-
land prairie in northeastern Montgomery Coun-
ty that draws birders from across the country.

McCollough inherited the land nearly two
years ago following the death of her close friend
and mentor Clint Murray, who spent decades
caring for the property and transforming it into
a haven for birds. The recognition, she said, still
feels unexpected.

“I never thought I would be here,” McCol-
lough said. “I feel like I'm doing my life’s work
now. Like this is what I'm supposed to be doing.”

McCollough is a wife and a mother of five,
balancing family life with the demanding physi-
cal and logistical work of conservation. She said
her path to the prairie was shaped as much by
personal healing as by environmental passion.

“I was having a lot of issues with anxiety and I
had PTSD and a lot of panic attacks,” she said. “I

Photo Provided

Shari McCollugh cares for the 83 acres of federally protected wetlands known as the Lye Creek Prairie Burn.

was trying to find an outlet. I was trying to find
peace”

That search led her first to raising chickens,
then photography and eventually birds. Bird
photography brought her to the prairie about a
decade ago after her daughter mentioned a near-
by nature preserve.

“It was very unassuming,” McCollough said.
“It just looked like a thicket of long grass. I
thought, how the hell do you bird this place?”

That question introduced her to Murray, who
gave her a private tour of the property and even-
tually became one of her closest friends.

“Wed ride around the gator and go look for

birds,” she said. “He taught me everything about
birds and taught me about conservation and
habitat and invasive plants.”

For 11 years McCollough learned alongside
Murray, with three to four of those years involv-
ing hands-on instruction as his health declined.
When Murray could no longer manage the land
and later passed away, the responsibility fell to
McCollough.

“I was so overwhelmed,” she said. “It was a
huge learning curve that first year”

The land had gone nearly two years without
proper management due to Murray’s illness,

SEE PURPOSE/7
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ABOVE: A photo of the burn. TOP RIGHT: An image after the burn. BOTTOM RIGHT: A portrait of
Shari McCullough, the conservationist of the year.

PURPOSE

FROM PAGE 5

allowing invasive species like reed
canary grass, mulberry trees and
cottonwood saplings to take hold.

“You give those saplings two
years, there’s a lot of growth,”
McCollough said. “It does not take
long for those things to grow.”

Working under the Natural
Resources Conservation Service,
which owns the surface rights to
the property through the Wetlands
Reserve Program, McCollough
navigates a highly regulated pro-
cess.

“You cannot do anything without
their permission,” she said. “You
have to have authorization permits
to burn, to spray, to cut trees, even

to mow.”

With guidance from NRCS staff
and encouragement to take the
work one step at a time, McCol-
lough developed a long-term plan
centered on prescribed burns.

“The burn was the only way to re-
set it,” she said. “You can’t get to the
root of the problem when you have
all that thatch sitting on top of it

Last spring McCollough com-
pleted the first prescribed burn on
roughly 23 acres, about one third
of the property. The burn removed
dense thatch created by reed ca-
nary grass, eliminated saplings and
exposed the soil so native plants
could return.

“It just feels like it’s freeing
almost,” she said. “Like all those

native plants could now breathe.”

After the burn, McCollough hired
a drone spraying service from In-
dianapolis to target regrowth. The
large drone carried up to 10 gallons
of herbicide and precisely treated
the burned area.

“I had never seen anything like
that in my life,” she said. “It was so
precise.”

The results, she said, were dra-
matic.

“It killed off all of the reed canary
grass,” McCollough said. “It reset it.
It gave me a chance.”

She plans to repeat the process
on the second section this spring
and the final section next spring,
completing a three-year restoration
cycle.

Beyond vegetation, the prairie
supports an extraordinary range of
wildlife. More than 240 bird spe-
cies have been documented at the
site using the eBird app, including
migratory, nesting and year-round
resident birds.

“For miles and miles there’s noth-
ing like it,” McCollough said. “It’s
like an oasis”

She said the land’s history makes
the work even more meaningful.
The prairie sits on an ancient lake
bed with peat-rich soil that still
holds dormant seed banks.

“You’ve got seeds from thousands
and thousands of years ago,” she
said. “They finally have a chance to
grow.”

SEE PEACE/9
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I' I never thought
I'would be here.

I feel like I'm

doing my life’s

work now. Like
this is what I’'m
supposed to be

doing.”

« Shari McCollough

Pictured at right is a bobwhite quail
and below is a Nashville Warbler. Pic-
tured bottom right is a rainbow stretch-

ing over the prairie.

Photos Provided

FROM PAGE 7

McCollough said she ap-
proaches conservation with
the same dedication she
brings to everything else in
her life.

“I'm not afraid to work
hard,” she said. “I only put
my best effort into every-

JournalReview.com ﬂ X

thing I do, whether it’s
watercolor painting, chick-
ens, photography or conser-
vation.”

Her motivation, she said,
is not recognition.

“It’s not for the accolades,”
McCollough said. “It’s be-
cause | want to and it makes
me happy”

She hopes her work will

inspire others to find their
own purpose.

“I think you should have
something that keeps you
going and gives back,” she
said. “The determination
of knowing that I can take
something that needs fixing
and make it better, that’s the
most important thing.”

Looking ahead, McCol-

A supplement of the Journal Review

lough sees her role as both
caretaker and teacher.

“It’s not just land manage-
ment,” she said. “It’s educat-
ing people. You can do this
too.”

And when the time comes
to pass the land on, she
hopes the next caretaker
will feel the same responsi-
bility.

“When I go, the next per-
son I hand the baton to will
take the same passion and
the knowledge and do the
same,” she said.

For McCollough, the prai-
rie is no longer just a place
she stumbled upon. It is
where she has found peace,
purpose and a future she
never expected.

SOIL & WATER 2026 9
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Photos Provided

Pictured from left is the prairie restoration work at the Brickyard Nature Park. The work was a collaborative effort by the Crawfordsville Parks and Recreation and the
Montgomery County Soil and Water Conservation District, with support from the USDA, Crawfordsville Fire Department and Purdue Extension.

Brickyard Park project wins conservation award

For the Journal Review

The City of Crawfordsville announced in
December 2025 that Brickyard Nature Park at
759 Concord Road has been awarded the Clark
Ketchum Award of Excellence by the Indiana
Park & Recreation Association.

This recognition honors parks and creations
initiatives across Indiana that demonstrate out-
standing vision, dedication and commitment to
elevating quality of life through innovative proj-
ects and environmental stewardship.

The award celebrates the recent prairie restoration
initiative at Brickyard Nature Park, a collaborative
effort led by Crawfordsville Parks and Recreation in
partnership with the Montgomery County Soil and
Water Conservation District, with support from the
USDA, Crawfordsville Fire Department, Purdue
Extension and a dedicated local farmer.

Under the supervision of the Crawfordsville
Fire Department, crews conducted a controlled
burn of a former agricultural field to prepare the
land for native prairie establishment. This process
created a clean slate for planting a diverse mix of
native species designed by the USDA. The prairie
restoration improves soil health, restores native
biodiversity, and provides vital habitat for pol-
linators and wildlife. By transforming a mono-
culture landscape into a resilient and low-main-
tenance native ecosystem, the project preserves
regional natural heritage while strengthening
local ecological balance.

The restoration also includes an educational
component. Three signs now installed at the
site highlight the importance of prairie ecosys-
tems, the impact of invasive species and ways to
address them, and the native birds and plants
visitors may encounter. The Soil and Water

A supplement of the Journal Review

Conservation District continues to help monitor
field conditions, while Crawfordsville Parks and
Recreation provides ongoing maintenance as
provided by the USDA-developed plan.

The prairie was seeded in March and early
blooms started late summer 2025.

“It has been a pleasure to work with Lea Dick
and Sam Lovold from the Soil and Water Conser-
vation District on this project,” said Crawfords-
ville Parks and Recreation Director, Fawn John-
son. “I am excited to watch the prairie develop
over the next few years.”

The city extends its appreciation to all agencies,
volunteers and community partners who con-
tributed to this impactful and forward-thinking
conservation effort.

For more information about Crawfordsville
Parks and Recreation visit www.crawfordsville.
in.gov/parks/.
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or the 27th year

the Montgomery

County Soil & Water

Conservatin District
conducted its Fourth Grade
Field Days at Cain’s Homelike
Farms.

Fourth graders from around
the county hopped off buses
and jumped onto tractors to
explore the farm and learn
about the natural world on
the Cain’s farm. Each station
offers an activity or game that
engages each group in one of
eight different conservation
topics.

Students put on their natu-
ralist hats at the wildlife sta-
tion and searched for hidden
butterflies and recorded their
habitats. At the water quality
station students searched for
the tiny critters that call the
pond at Cain’s Farm home.

JournalReview.com ﬂ X

Soils demonstrated the
difference between healthy
and depleted soil and how
earth worms play a big role in
keeping our soil fertile.

Every station at Field Days
is designed to inspire and
show the fourth graders of
Montgomery County just how
interconnected our natural
world is. If a station gets even
one student excited about
conservation and interested

in learning more then we've

been successful. It is also

an annual reminder of the
strength of our relationship
with the Cains, our schools,
community, and conserva-
tion partners who all come
together to help make this a
special field trip for everyone.

A supplement of the Journal Review
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WATER INVENTORY

For the Journal Review

The Indiana Department of Natural
esources will host multiple work-
hops across Indiana through Febru-
ry, April and May to allow Hoosiers
o provide input on the development
f Indiana’s statewide water inventory
d management plan under Gov-
rnor Mike Braun’s Executive Order
5-63.

“Water is an essential resource for
ife and for the vitality of all Indiana
ommunities, which is why it’s crucial
hat Indiana’s ample water supply is
vailable for Hoosiers in all corners of
ur state,” said Gov. Braun. “Through
transparent water inventory and de-
elopment of a management process,
¢'ll make sure Indiana is well-posi-
ioned for resource needs now and for
ture generations”

At the workshops, attendees will

Statewide water
stakeholder input
workshops planned
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be asked for input on developing a
regional water planning framework,
enhancing Indiana’s water monitor-
ing networks, and creating an online
water data and management platform.
This planning effort builds upon the
regional water studies led by the Indi-
ana Finance Authority and by many
local and regional partners, utilities,
industry, municipalities, and other
water users.

The first meeting was conducted
Feb. 12, prior to this publication.

The meetings are planned for:

o Feb. 24, 1-4 p.m.

Clifty Inn at Clifty Falls State Park
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47250

o Feb. 26, 1-4 p.m.
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State Bank Should Be Too.

b

¥

Jeff Kiger

Call our award-winning jkiger@myhhsb.com

Jordan Burkett

ag team tOday at jburkett@myhhsb.com
765-364-0784

Josh Foxworthy
jfoxworthy@myhhsb.com

myhhsb.com

AHW....Committed to Serving Our
Ag, Turf, and Commercial Customers.

Cover Crops: Conditio

@ JOHN DEERE fields in the off-season

When your main crop season is over, the work : <
doesn’t stop. Fields need defense against /h o |
® weeds. They need protection against nutrient ‘

loss and pests. Fields need cover crops - to

keep conditioned for the start of your next
planting season.

Tomorrow'’s Solutions Today

www.AHWLLC.com
1-877-249-7327

ASHMORE, IL | CLINTON, IL | CRAWFORDSVILLE, IN | DWIGHT, IL | HAMPSHIRE, IL
HARVARD, IL | HOOPESTON, IL | LIBERTYVILLE, IN | MANTENO, IL | MELVIN, IL
MONTICELLO, IL | NEW HOLLAND, IL | ROCKVILLE, IN | SOMONAUK, IL | URBANA, IL

WATSEKA, IL | WAUCONDA, IL | WILLIAMSPORT, IL | SOLUTION CENTER

ROOTING YOUR POTENTIAL.
765-723-1193 - P.O. Box 274, New Ross, IN 47968
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U.S. farmland values enter new phase

Regional differences underscore need for local expertise as market adjusts

For the Journal Review

OMAHA, NEB. — The U.S. agri-
cultural land market is shifting after
years of steady growth. Although
land values are still high historically,
current signs indicate a more com-
plex situation driven by local and
regional factors rather than nation-
wide trends.

“After years of steady growth,
we're seeing the farmland market
stabilize,” said Colton Lacina, senior
vice president of real estate opera-
tions at Farmers National Company.
“This isn't a sign of collapse but a
recalibration that reflects current
commodity prices, input costs and

regional production conditions’
Farmland demand now varies
widely by location. Areas with high
crop yields, diversified farms, and
dependable groundwater contin-
ue to attract buyers and maintain
steady values. Regions facing com-
modity price pressure, lower yields,
or limited alternative income sourc-
es are seeing lower demand.
“Farmland values are increasingly
determined locally, sometimes down
to the township,” Lacina said. “Buy-
ers are carefully assessing soil qual-
ity, the percentage of tillable acres,
water access, and how a parcel fits
into their current operations. Those
details matter more than ever”

Dor't Forgel

WE’LL BE HERE IF
YOU NEED US!

Sometimes the unexpected
happens, like the adjustment to
home doesn’t go as planned. If
that ever happens, we’ll be here

with a variety of services to help.
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WELLBROOKE

OF CRAWFORDSVILLE
A Trilogy Senior Living Community
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Despite mixed signals, market
conditions remain favorable for
many sellers. Farmland remains
a resilient, long-term asset, and
well-priced properties are attracting
strong interest.

“This is still a workable window
for sellers,” Lacina noted. “The key is
understanding current local demand
and choosing the right approach to
bring land to market. Sellers who
partner with experienced local land
professionals often see better results
because they’re aligned with how
buyers think today”

The makeup of buyers remains
steady, but their strategies are
changing. Active farmers remain
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the largest group of buyers, yet
many are more cautious, weighing
profitability concerns against long-
term ownership goals. They focus
on high-quality land within their
established areas.

Investor interest from both local
and institutional buyers remains
steady. Many view the moderation
in land values as an opportunity to
enter the market at more disciplined
prices.

“Investor buyers are focused on
fundamentals,” Lacina said. “They’re
targeting land with strong lease po-
tential and reliable income that can
support long-term returns.”
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WINDOW TINTING
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©§,765-362-0178
* @ Creatdetailsautocare.com

Get Free Quote

TODAY

Effectively managing resources

for you!

Phone: (317) 994-6125 | Fax: (317) 994-6130
Email: jlbwarner@arborterra.com or mwarner@arborterra.com
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Contact us for your next

Pole Barn project!
24/7 Emergency Service | & More
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Ag People Serving Ag People

CREDIT UNION
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Aron Rhoads

Sr. Ag Loan Officer
arhoads@beaconcu.org

Aubrey Stonecipher

Ag Loan Officer
astonecipher@beaconcu.org

2502 Lebanon Rd. . Crawfordsville, IN 46933
beaconcu.org
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Forestry educational
opportunity available
to teachers

Journal Review

Indiana educators can now apply for
the 2026 Natural Resources Teacher
Institute (NRTT), which will be June
15-19 at the Forestry Training Center
at Morgan-Monroe State Forest.

Hosted by the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) Division
of Forestry and Purdue Universi-
ty Forestry and Natural Resources
Extension, this week-long immersive
professional development program
will provide up to 18 educators with
the knowledge, skills, and tools to
effectively teach their students about
forest ecology, research, and manage-
ment in Indiana at no cost to them.
Educational materials, meals, and

Participants must attend all days of
the program and fully participate in
all activities, which include exploring
public and private forest sites, touring
forest industry facilities, and engaging
in hands-on educational activities that
they can adapt for their classrooms.

All educators who attend will earn
30+ Professional Growth Points, as
well as receive Project Learning Tree
curriculum materials, a forestry tool
kit, Indiana-specific field guides, and
a stipend for developing and imple-
menting a lesson plan.

Learn more at dnr.IN.gov/forestry/
programs/education/nrti. To request
an application, contact Lexi Eiler,
forestry education specialist, at leiler@

WHEN ITMATTERS
THE MOST

“She guided me through a complex 1031
farmland exchange & examined all the
fine points thoroughly.” - The Brady’s

LISA TAYLOR,
BROKER/OWNER %
y ‘
TAYLOR

REAL ESTATE SPECIALISTS
RESIDENTIAL - FARM - COMMERCIAL

TAYLOR-RES.COM (O) 765.362.4123 (M) 765.225.4123

housing are provided. dnr.IN.gov or 463-253-8835.
WATER and management plan can be pro-
FROM PAGE 15 vided at DOW WaterResources@dnr.

o April 7,10 am.-1 p.m.

Allen County Public Library - Main

900 Library Plaza, Fort Wayne, IN
46802

o April 16, 1-4 p.m.

Beck Agricultural Center

4550 US-52, West Lafayette, IN
47906

e May 12, 1-4 p.m.

Knox Community Building

55 East Lake Street, Knox, IN 46534

« TBD - May

Virtual

This session is in the scheduling
process.

In addition to the workshops, feed-
back on the statewide water inventory

IN.gov.

Key stakeholders who should attend
are local officials, economic devel-
opment groups, basin commissions
and drainage boards, soil and water
conservation districts, academic and
research institutions, federal and state
agencies, water and wastewater utili-
ties, power generators, industrial and
commercial users, agriculture users,
homeowners, fish and wildlife inter-
ests, and recreational water users.

Contact the DNR for more informa-

tion or to make a reservation.

/A/

1200 E. Wubush Ave Cruwfordswlle IN 47933

(765) 364-0113 www.mldwes’rbulehes.com
OPEN 7AM-5PM - Formerly Midwest Bale Ties -
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e PONDS * FENCE ROWS - WATERWAYS
FARM DRAINAGE * DEMOLITION

We drain your ﬁelds not your wallets.

Office 4817 E & 570 N
(765) 794-0338 Crawfordsville, Indiana
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Celebrating
QOver 100 Years!

We are continuously changing to
bring you the latest technology
in water management

RTK TOPOGRAPHICAL MAPPING
e Contour Drainage
e Controlled Drainage
e Sub-irrigation
=ota R

& STARS & STRIPES
& 2050 INTER-DRAIN
= 1 Capable of installing up
| to 3” to 15” corrugated pipe

Cell
(765) 230-0858
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