
1

10
ANACT AND 
SURFEARNEGRA 
ARE COMBATING 
INEQUALITY IN 
SURFING

THE RIVERKEEPER 
EXPLAINS THE 
DOWNSIDE OF 
DREDGING THE ST. 
JOHNS RIVER

FIND NEW LOCAL  
MUSIC, ART AND 
EVENTS IN FOLIO’S 
REVAMPED CULTURE 
SECTION

SEPTEMBER 16, 2020

18 27

THE SERPENT OF THE ST. JOHNS!
THE SERPENT OF THE ST. JOHNS!

BY TIM GILMORE



2

WHAT’S GOOD

“LIKE A DINOSAUR 
WITH ITS SKIN 
PULLED BACK SO 
ALL ITS BONES 
WERE SHOWING”
The Serpent of the St. Johns is out there, probably. 

Words by Tim Gilmore 

PAGE 12:

VOLUME 34
ISSUE 5

06  COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

18  NEWS + COMMENTARY

27  CULTURE + EVENTS 

40  SPORTS

42  THE FOLIO REGULARS

04  LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

@FOLIOWEEKLY



3

Every so often we fall down rabbit holes on the 
internet, mine often include old movies and creepy 
stuff I shouldn’t be reading before bed. We all have 
our things. 

I found the movie Creature from the Black Lagoon
that way. More importantly, I discovered that many 
of the water scenes in that movie were fi lmed near 
Palatka, just a short drive from here.

When reading Tim Gilmore’s story last month, it was 
clear to me that now would be the time to not only 
pay homage to a local fi lm, but to have some fun 
in the process. Our cover is an updated riff on the 
original movie poster!  A big double woo-hoo to 
Nicole Peacock for illustrating the cover. Don’t be 
scared, they don’t bite. 

JOHN ALOSZKA, CREATIVE DIRECTOR

A QUICK NOTE ON HOW TO BEST USE THIS ISSUE
To see additional interviews and photos from this issue, you can visit folioweekly.com or scan the 
QR codes within the print articles. To scan a QR code, open your phone’s camera and center the 
code in the screen, a link will appear. If your phone does not have this capability, a QR code app 
can be found in the app store. 

BEHIND THE COVER

THE 411 

Folio would like to extend a thank you to the Museum 
of Science and History Jacksonville for opening their 
lunch counter exhibit to us for the fi lming of our Ax 
Handle Saturday commemoration video. 

You can watch the video by scanning the QR code 
below with your phone camera. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

Watch the Folio Ax Handle 
Saturday commemoration video 
by scanning the QR code. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

JOHN M. PHILLIPS

On July 29, 2020, Tim Gilmore published a story on his blog 

about Johnnie, the St. Johns River Monster. It reminded me of the 

commercials we used to see on television for the books, “Mysteries 

of the Unknown,” which aired through the 80s and 90s. I also 

immediately thought of the Folio Weekly I knew and loved. It was 

one of those stories. We had to make Johnnie a cover story. Tim 

sent it to us two days later and I read it again, wishing revenue 

existed to print stories like this weekly.

I could see the old me, or the new me, opening up the Folio 

and learning about Johnnie - whether in 1988 or 2020 or 2040. 

Tim wrote a timeless story which science has largely disproven. 

Of course, if The Creature from the Black Lagoon started walking 

up to riverfront home in Ortega or San Marco, he’d likely be dead 

from a gunshot before he got to the back door. I prefer the more 

dinosaur or manatee looking depictions of Johnnie. Imagine being 

on the river and seeing that stare back at you. I’d likely be dead 

from a heart attack before I got to the back door.

Many generations ago, members of the Urquhart family 

gathered at their castle overlooking Loch Ness, the legendary 

home to Nessie. One of my sons has the middle name “Hart,” 

short for Urquhart, as a tribute to our Scottish genealogy. I have 

been atop the castle ruins and anxiously hoped to see something 

science (and sonar) proved was likely only fantasy. I was thrilled to 

know the St. Johns had a similar majestic beast. I occasionally miss 

wondering about the mysteries of the unknown and imagining my 

own explanations.

The planet still has plenty of mysteries, and it’s good for us 

to hang on to some. It is good to stop and wonder. We need to 

recognize our lack capacity to really understand why we are all 

spinning around the cosmos on this one particular rock. 

I am glad our friends at the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp honored 

the river’s diminutive residents, but I am imagining “the Johnnies,” 

“the sea monsters” or the like to be our next athletics team.

We hope you enjoy the diverse stories in this month’s Folio 2.0. 

We invite you to contribute, to imagine and envision how we can 

better help each other, our communities and our planet. But we 

also hope you will just take a moment to wonder what you’d do if 

you saw Johnnie staring back at you.

PUBLISHER AND KID AT HEART

ABOVE: PHILLIPS IN SCOTLAND

We invite you to contribute, to 

imagine and envision how we 

can better help each other, our 

communities and our planet.
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THE MAIL:

BRICKBATS + BOUQUETS

As back-to-school season approached, the FL Department 
of Health attempted to block crucial data on COVID-19 
cases in schools from being released. Thankfully, local 
journalists like Emily Bloch pressured the DOH and districts 
to publish the data. 

While so much downtown development unfortunately 
focuses on demolishing and replacing existing buildings, 
JWB has chosen to keep the existing character of their 
new downtown assets while updating them for modern 
business. That’s a win for the historic nature of Downtown 
Jax. 

BRICKBAT TO DEPT. OF HEALTH

BOUQUET TO JWB REAL ESTATE CAPITAL

SUPPORT RENAMING PARKS
Please vote no on CM 

Diamond’s proposal to freeze 
the renaming of any park or 
building. That would eliminate 
a source of funding for 
maintaining public parks.

Many local philanthropists 
are encouraged to give to 
the community when they 
somehow personally benefit.  

I hope you’ll encourage 
philanthropists to commit to a 
yearly contribution to maintain 
a park in exchange for naming 
the park. There should also be 
a rule to automatically rename 
the park after the street it is 
on if the yearly contribution 
should end.

CM Diamond introduced 
legislation that would freeze 
the renaming of any park or 
building for the next two years 
or until a new process was 
created. That legislation will 
be considered by the council 
next month.

Please propose legislation 
that will acknowledge that the 
promotion of or participation 
in human trafficking is so 
abhorrent in our modern times 
that no one who facilitated 
human trafficking should have 
a park named after them. 
Slavery is another name for 
human trafficking.

SUSAN AERTKER

Local retailers like Bold Bean, Community Loaves, 
Vagabond Coffee, 1748 Bake House and more have taken 
to supporting organizations like the Evac Movement, 
JCAC, and the Southern Coalition for Social Justice 
through resource links and donations. Shout out to their 
employees for facilitating tough conversations, too. 

BOUQUET TO LOCAL SHOPS TAKING A STAND

After trying out many 
flawed voting systems, 
Florida finally has a “digital 
scan system on all its voting 
machines in every county.” 
According to Joseph Geller, 
a state legislator, “This 
technology was designed by 
the manufacturer ES&S to help 
with audits and recounts.” 

Unfortunately, over eight 
Supervisors of Elections in the 
largest counties in Florida, 
including Duval County’s 
Mike Hogan, have chosen to 
turn off the default setting for 
saving the ballot images. If a 
recount becomes necessary, 
Duval County will have to do 
the recount using cumbersome 
paper ballots, rather than 
employing the equipment’s 
back-up memory sticks 
containing every ballot image. 

Close races occur in 
Florida; ballots get lost or fail 
to be counted almost every 

time. The benefit of saving 
the ballot images as they are 
initially scanned into the voting 
machines would seem obvious. 
But it isn’t obvious to Mike 
Hogan.

If our SOE agreed to save 
all ballot images, voters would 
have reason to feel more 
confidence in the integrity of 
the count; and the SOE would 
have an easier task. A recount 
employing ballot images would 
be faster, more economical 
and safer. 

These new voting systems 
scan all ballots, whether 
voted by mail or voted in 
person. These images are not 
photocopies.  They are the 
vote-counting basis for the 
determination of the election. 

 Why would Mike Hogan 
want to create skepticism in 
the minds of the voters? 

INDIVISIBLE MANDARIN

SECURE OUR ELECTIONS

g WU b 4U
e f 4Wc X YN4

HOW TO

EB
 Pull out your smartphone 

F B4
On iPhone, open your camera. For  
Android, download a QR code scanner  
from the app store.

GB4
On iPhone, point your camera  
towards the QR code and click the      
dropdown  link  that appears. For 
Android, follow the prompts of the app. 

d áu wâ} wy 4
Ç u Ä y à

Öy áz y wâN4
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As Florida trudges its way through a pandemic, many of its 
citizens have grappled with unemployment and struggled to pay 
their bills. Last month’s JEA bills also skyrocketed, leaving a rising 
amount of Duval scrambling to adjust their budgets for necessities 
and back to school. 

Laundry is one of these necessities. Whether it’s from home, 
adding to the electric and water bill, or a trip to the laundromat, 
clean clothes can cost a pretty penny. Fortunately, Jacksonville may 
find some relief with an affordable laundry initiative from Tampa-
based Jason Sowell, who runs the nonprofit Current Initiatives and 
started the Laundry Project. “About 12 years ago I was in LA visiting 
some friends who worked with homeless people at the time, and 
they took one of the guys to a laundromat to wash his clothes. While 
I was there I talked with some families that were single moms and 
just struggling financially. I learned from them that a lot of families 
are having to decide between buying groceries or washing their 
clothes, and I fortunately didn’t have to grow up like that. It’s a 
choice I don’t think anyone should have to make but it’s a real 
choice for a lot of families. So when I came back to Tampa I started 
the Laundry Project. I wanted to do what I could to provide some 
relief to that financial burden to families and individuals in need,” 
he says. 

Though it may sound daunting to get a community initiative off 
of the ground, Sowell has been running the Laundry Project with 
great success for over a decade, crossing state lines. “We started 
the project 12 years ago at one laundromat and have since grown 
to providing it in 11 states across the U.S.” 

 With these astonishing and inspiring figures, Sowell hopes 
that Jacksonville will follow suit. He expanded his project and 
launched it in Jacksonville around 7 years ago and plans to reach 
into the Jacksonville Beach area, but more people in the area could 
benefit from it. “Jacksonville can help by working with us to get 
financial sponsors. We like all of our projects to be funded locally 
by individuals and local businesses. We use a lot of laundry supplies 
such as soap and bleach and softener so people can donate that 
and/or donate financially to put quarters in machines for these 
families.”

But how likely is it for Duval to get the free laundry project, 
amidst a pandemic? “Usually these projects are pretty open to the 
public on a first come first serve basis and we advertise through 
the laundromat,” Sowell explains, “During the pandemic we’ve 

had to retool a little bit and we have families sign up for time slots 
throughout the day to keep to social distance and safety guidelines. 
Families can contact us and we get them signed up via email, social 
media or text. We try to make it as accessible and easy for families 
as possible.”

This assurance and initiative comes as a relief for many local 
families. Want to get involved? Volunteers are welcome: “We have 
some incredible local volunteers and supporters who are fully 
invested that continue to help us do more in Jacksonville and on a 
regular basis.” Should Duval utilize the Laundry Project in action, 
no longer will many be scrounging for change in couch cushions 
or desperately digging into jean pockets for a spare quarter. With 
a helping hand and a plan, it’s finally time to wash, dry, fold and 
relax - and to put that spare change aside for a rainy day.  

CASEY CRAIG
STORIES@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM 

For a list of city and community resources during the COVID-19 

pandemic, visit https://www.coj.net/recoveryresources.

THE LAUNDRY PROJECT 
CLEAN CLOTHES ARE A FOUNDATION FOR A
GOOD LIFE.  

COMMUNITY 

A volunteer with the Laundry Project. 
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https://hitthelightsproductions.net
https://www.claycountyfair.org/
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GROWING AN APPRECIATION FOR URBAN FARMING
IN ATLANTIC BEACH. 

GREEN THUMBS 
IN THE CITY

“If it came from a plant, eat it; if it was made in a plant, don’t,” 
author Michael Pollan once said. For some, this thinking leads them 
to seek out organic, locally-sourced produce — and ultimately to 
the doorstep of Atlantic Beach Urban Farms on Atlantic Boulevard.

In the case of Trey Hartinger, 39, the chef at Atlantic Beach 
Urban Farms, being hired to work at the greenhouse was the result of 
a passion he’s harnessed through varied working experiences. After 
graduating from high school, Hartinger joined the Marines and was 
stationed in California, he then later attended culinary school and 
served in restaurant management roles while exploring a budding 
music career.

Yet, after a request from his sister in 2009 to relocate to 

Jacksonville to spend more time with family, Hartinger packed his 
bags and headed east. Before arriving in Jacksonville, he had put 
out some employment feelers to area restaurants, and ended up 
landing a job as a chef at Marker 32.

After 10 years working and building relationships at Marker 
32 and another Jacksonville family farm, Congaree and Penn, 
Hartinger’s passion for sustainable farming had fully manifested itself. 
Combining his cooking expertise and sustainable sourcing efforts, 
he remained dedicated to sourcing from local foodways whenever 
possible — and that’s how he met Tracey Westbrook, while buying 
lettuce. She is the owner and co-founder of Atlantic Beach Urban 
Farms.

PHOTOS BY LINDSEY NOLEN
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Westbrook, who founded the farm in 2014, says she came 
up with the urban farming idea based on her love of community 
outreach. The 57-year-old Jacksonville native wanted her 
neighboring residents to have access to fresh food without 
having to leave their community to get it. 

“Urban farming provided the technology that allowed us to 
bring farming into the Atlantic Beach community without much 
farm space. Our model is really set up to demonstrate what this 
new technology can do,” Westbrook said. 

Each day, this Controlled Environment Agriculture technology 
is what enables her plants to grow in vertically-stacked layers 
across the greenhouse. Using a rotating system, the plants on 
one side begin to germinate, while the ones on the other side 
have flourished and will soon be ready for harvest.

Before COVID-19, Westbrook and her team were selling 
most of this produce commercially to area restaurants and within 
their own farm market. They rented out the farm for events, but 
as of March, the coronavirus forced them to shift gears. 

“We lost 70% of our revenue, and had to figure out a way to 
reinvent the business,” Westbrook said. “We started to expand 
our retail market and wanted to add culinary offerings. [Hartinger] 
was the first person I thought of because he is not only one of 
the best chefs in Jacksonville, but an amazing ambassador for 
the Slow Food Movement, which supports and recognizes local 
food cultures and traditions.”

Now, Hartinger and Westbrook work together to produce 
and craft delicious, locally-grown meals for the community 
to enjoy. Some of the meals Hartinger has prepared include 
homemade roasted chicken gnocchi, roast chicken cassoulets, 
deviled sea scallops and white bean ravioli. Atlantic Beach Urban 
Farms’ Farm Market shop also sells cheese, charcuterie, and 
imported oils and vinegars from artisan farms in Italy (all of which 
Westbrook has visited).

To come up with sustainable meal ideas, Hartinger says he 
must first determine what’s available from the greenhouse and 
farmers, and then he gets creative. He’ll incorporate customer 
demands using the available tools, with seasonal produce at 
hand.

“We’re trying to grow our own food, and if we can’t grow it 
we’re trying to source it as responsibly as possible,” Hartinger 
explained. “I try to keep things super-approachable, but use 
techniques I’ve learned throughout the past two decades to 

help focus on the representation of the season. I want to give 
[community members] something they’re never going to forget.”

While customers can purchase meals directly from Atlantic 
Beach Urban Farms’ Farm Market, Hartinger stresses that 
customers should not forget about the farmers. He says it is 
concerning that farmers never seem to receive the amount of 
credit they deserve for their labor.

“It’s all about the farmers, we have the easy part of the job. 
We take the stuff they’ve spent years growing and spend 10 
minutes with it,” Hartinger said. “People give us the acclaim, but 
the farmers deserve a lot more recognition because if their crops 
don’t come up and produce, it creates a detrimental wrinkle 
effect in the foodways.  The more people actually shop local, 
the stronger the foodways become, and the more prosperous 
the actual producers of food become.”

LINDSEY NOLEN

SLOW FOOD: food that is produced or prepared in accordance with local 
culinary traditions, typically using high-quality locally sourced ingredients.
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FROM LEFT: 
BRIANNA KILCULLEN,  GIGI LUCAS,  
AND MALCOLM JACKSON IN 
SPRINGFIELD
BY JOHN ALOSZKA

10
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A local company, artist and surfing organization are working 

together to bridge the gap between underrepresentation in 

aquatic sports and sustainability. 

 “ANACT is short for an act of kindness, an act of 

goodwill--we want to inspire anyone who uses our product 

to take simple acts that create impacts. We were funded on 

Kickstarter in September of 2019, out of UNF’s Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship Center here in Downtown Jax,” said Brianna 

Kilcullen, the founder of ANACT. 

According to Kilcullen,  ANACT’s products were designed 

to solve problems and better the environment. Products are 

55 percent hemp and 45 percent organic cotton. The average 

product saves around 300 days of drinking water and the tote 

bags get rid of single-use plastic.

The company has partnered with SurfearNEGRA, an 

organization focused on bringing cultural and gender diversity 

to the sport of surfing. The organization provides awareness, 

education and access to girls of color who are interested in 

surfing. 

Founder and Executive Director of SurfearNEGRA, GiGi 

Lucas, says her mission is to create enough access for the next 

generation to get into the sport and raise awareness around 

the lack of diversity in surfing.

“I think that with African Americans particularly, it was 

disrupted with the slave trade, Jim Crow laws and then the 

Civil Rights Movement. As you know, we weren’t legally 

allowed to go to the beach until 1968, which is only 52 years 

ago so with that being said it was highly unlikely for a couple 

of generations to develop a relationship with the water, to 

have an aquatic lifestyle, to learn how to swim, to pass it onto 

generations, much less, learn how to surf,” said Lucas. 

According to Kilcullen, the partnership started when she 

met Malcolm Jackson, a photographer in Jacksonville who 

photographed Lucas. 

 “I went to his exhibit in February and I saw a photo of Gigi 

with her surfboard. Malcolm did a quick plug and mentioned 

Gigi and her work, and I immediately wanted to be friends with 

her and connect because I felt there wasn’t anyone doing such 

cool work in Jacksonville,” said Kilcullen. 

The two organizations officially became a partnership 

following the death of George Floyd, after realizing they had 

the similar missions. ANACT then created a tote bag with a 

picture Jackson took of Lucas. A percentage of the proceeds 

go toward SurfearNEGRA. Each tote bag sports a poem by 

Lucas about her experience as an African American woman 

making waves in the Black community. 

According to the World Surf League, 0.2 percent of U.S. 

professional surfers are women of color. 

“We’ve had young girls get to get the bag and be super 

excited to see that someone who has hair similar to them or 

looks similar to them do something that they never thought 

they could do. I think that was really intentionally meant with 

this project - was how could we inspire people to start being 

mindful of everyday interactions, racial inequality and to create 

specifically aquatic equality,” said Kilcullen.

“When we talk specifically about Black girls, there are 

heavy influences in terms of eurocentric ideas of beauty that 

impact their hair. A lot of them wear weaves or get relaxers 

and the more important thing is making sure that they’re seen 

as beautiful,” said Lucas.

Together the two organizations send girls from different 

communities around the country to surfing camps and cover 

the cost, so girls of color can build a connection with the water.

“Growing up in Jacksonville, I’ve always felt like it’s a very 

racist and archaic culture where people are very segregated 

and separated, and the people that built this city and this 

country are African Americans so it just felt like enough was 

enough of not standing up and bringing awareness to the 

people who deserve it the most,” said Kilcullen.
HEYDI ORTIZ

BLENDING SUSTAINABILITY, PHOTOGRAPHY AND 
SURFING TO COMBAT INEQUALITY

SURFING THE 
DIVIDE
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ST. JOHNSST. JOHNS
BY TIM GILMORE
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1. 2020

It’s been called “Johnnie,” for the river it purportedly calls 

home, “Borinkus,” inexplicably, by a wisecracking racist state 

attorney, a “monster,” a “beast” and a “thing.” It’s never been 

photographed, though several people have expressed regret 

at not having cameras when they saw it. Someone drew it once, 

in the 1970s, but a drawing’s not much to go by.

Simon Smith, a keeper of snakes and lizards and an 

“amateur cryptozoologist,” who lives on Old Gainesville Road 

on the Westside, claims to have kept track of the St. Johns River 

Monster for decades.

Smith says people almost always get certain details wrong. 

For one thing, he says, “Johnnie is a she,” a fact that “should 

be obvious to anybody ever studied Marine Science.” He 

considers various testimonies of Johnnie being black or dark 

gray or brown or beige or pink nonsensical discrepancies. The 

abrasions of sand and salt and water and sun on skin contribute 

easily to such a spectrum. He says people have seen Johnnie 

frequently in the past few years, and probably as reported 

in my 2016 story, “Beer Hole and Horse-Legged Fish,” but 

that people today are smarter than to report that fact to “the 

lamestream media.”

2. 1849

The first account of Johnnie in a mainstream newspaper, 

Smith says, was in 1849. He has a clipping, but it’s from October 

8, 1970, from the Franklin [Indiana] Daily Journal. That day’s 

“The Way Things Used to Be” column by Verne Vandivier, 

ostensibly about the Loch Ness Monster, refers to “a monster of 

the deep” reported by a Captain Adams of a Florida schooner 

called Lucy and Nancy.

From a newspaper called The Examiner, the Daily Journal 

quotes the story of Adams, on the 18th of February, 1849, 

when, at the mouth of the St. Johns River on the coast, “his own 

and the attention of the crew was riveted upon an immense sea 

monster which he took to be a serpent.”

The monster “lifted its head, which was like that of a snake, 

several times out of the water and at such times displayed 

the most of his body, exhibiting a pair of frightful fins several 

feet in length.” Adams “judged the leviathan to be about 90 

feet in length. Its neck tapered from the head of the body and 

appeared to be about seven feet across the widest part of the 

back. The color of the creature was a dirty brown.”

Vandivier assures readers that “the citizens of Jacksonville” 
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vouched fully for Captain Adams’s character, that “all 

circumstances” seemed to “favor the idea” of the existence of sea 

serpents, though scientists had not yet characterized and classified 

them, and that Jacksonville residents found it “unthinkable” 

Adams “would invent such a story.”

Vandivier wanted to know whether a “prehistoric beast of the 

dinosaur age” could exist in modern times and said “documented 

evidence” existed in Scotland. Though many people “pooh-

poohed” the idea, “the English Parliament” had recently “set up 

a bureau” to investigate the Loch Ness Monster.

The infamous 1934 photo of Nessie, the Loch Ness Monster, 

was long ago proven fake. It’s not clear who vouched for Adams’s 

character back in Jacksonville. The namesake of Adams Street 

was the second U.S. president. Whom Captain Adams may have 

been, nobody knows.

3. 1953

In October 1953, The Orlando Sentinel reported, “That old St. 

Johns River monster may be an ugly, terrifying creature but he’s 

worth at least $5,000 to one man.” That’s about $50,000 today.

Owen Godwin, owner of Godwin’s Snake Village in Kissimmee, 

Florida, was promising to pay five grand for the living monster, 

or 1K for the slain beast. There was a condition. The sea monster 

must stretch 30 feet long and have a horn like a narwhal or unicorn. 

Said the Sentinel, “At least six witnesses said he does.”

It bothers Simon Smith that they had the gender wrong. He’s 

also doubtful, because of the gender, of the existence of the horn. 

Smith says he worked with Owen, an okay guy with whom to do 

shots, but he didn’t like the way he treated some of his serpents, 

including the anaconda named Big Bertha and her babies.

Former Florida State Attorney J.W. “Jesse” Hunter replied to 

Orlando Sentinel columnists, “I thought they were extinct.” He 

referred to “the discovery of the beast, animal, snake or whatever 

it was, on the St. Johns River.” Back in the 19-teens, “plenty of 

them” swarmed the St. Johns in various Jacksonville confluences, 

“and the name for them,” back then, Hunter said, “was Borinkus.”

“Barney Dillard,” he said, a citrus magnate and personal 

friend, “who still lives at Volusia, used to use a team of them to 

ferry across the river.”

Jesse Hunter may have been pulling reporters’ legs 

about “Borinkus,” but he was directly connected to real world 

monstrosities. He’s best remembered today as the attorney 

prosecuting the Groveland Boys without evidence. 

Sentenced by an all white jury, no evidence presented, the 

case of the Groveland Boys recalled that of the Scottsboro Boys, 

the nine Black teenagers falsely accused of the same crime in 

Alabama in 1931.

The accusations led to white mob attacks on Black families. 

Headlines spoke of the Klan burning “negro homes” and firing 

gunshots into the “negro section” of town. In short order, 1) 

the U.S. Supreme Court ordered a new trial, 2) Sheriff Willis 

McCall handcuffed and shot two of the Groveland Boys, Sammy 

Shepherd and Walter Irvin, killing Shepherd, 3) Harry T. Moore, 

director of Florida operations for the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People, demanded McCall be indicted 

for murder, and 4) the Ku Klux Klan bombed Moore’s house, killing 

him and his wife.

In Florida, even when you dig into legends of sea monsters, 

you unearth lynchings and massacres. In October 1953, 63 years 
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Owen Godwin, owner of Godwin’s 
Snake Village in Kissimmee, Florida, 
was promising to pay five grand for 
the living monster, or 1K for the slain 
beast. 

COURTESY OF JAX PSYCHO GEO
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before the mayor’s apology, The Orlando Sentinel reported that 

“a lady” described the St. Johns River Monster as “the beast 

that swims like a fish and walks like a dog.” At least it wasn’t “the 

beast with two backs” Iago references in Shakespeare’s Othello. 

After it came “up to her boat” somewhere between Orlando and 

Jacksonville, “two other parties of fisherfolk reported having seen 

the beast.” The leviathan stretched 35 feet long “with a head 30 

inches wide and a 10 inch horn in the middle of its head.”

In 2016,  three years after the publication of Gilbert King’s 

book Devil in the Grove: Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland 

Boys and the Dawn of a New America, the Groveland Boys were 

exonerated. They were all long dead. The mayor of Groveland 

offered them a “posthumous apology.”

Biologists told newspapers the monster was probably a 

manatee, a “sea cow.” After all, Christopher Columbus had 

apparently seen manatee when he wrote in his journal of 

mermaids. In the 1750s, French anatomist and printmaker Gautier 

d’Agoty engraved images of mermaids as human-fish hybrids, 

but also androgynous and racially ambiguous. It was impossible 

for Europeans at that point to imagine the Americas otherwise. 

Perhaps they were right.

Homer J. Wright, president of the Astor Florida Chamber 

of Commerce disagreed with contemporary scientists. On June 

18, 1954, Wright told the Sentinel an unnamed wildlife officer 

“who didn’t happen to have his camera with him at the time” 

had recently seen the river monster. Wright said he “wouldn’t 

be surprised at all if in the wilds of Florida there weren’t some 

creature like that monster.”

What Wright thought of the likelihood of monsters in the 

form of white sheriffs and lynch mobs deep in the Florida woods 

and swamplands, if his imagination admitted of such horrors, he 

did not say.

 

4. 1976

Jacksonville glass installers Wallace McLean, 24 years old, 

and Eddie St. John, 33, were fishing with friends in May 1975 

when, according to The Florida Times-Union and The Tampa 

Tribune months later, “Brenda Langley, one of two women on 

board,” suddenly stood, pointed and gasped.

McLean watched as the monster’s head rose from the water 

“like a periscope,” and turned and stared at him for a minute and 

a half. The monster was “the color of boiled shrimp” said McLean. 

“And if it wasn’t pink, then I’m not sitting here talking to you.”

When Langley was asked what the monster looked like, she 

said, “Like pictures of dragons.” Her friend Dorothy Abram said 

it looked “like a dinosaur with its skin pulled back so all its bones 

were showing.”

McLean provided newspapers a drawing of the monster. It 

did indeed look “like pictures of dragons.” Pictures drawn by 

five-year-olds.

At first, the friends hadn’t mentioned it for fear that no one 

would believe them. Once the story came out, “the kidding” 

wouldn’t stop, though McLean said they’d received phone calls 

“by scientists from as far away as England.” He said “an 80-year-

old woman” had called him to say she knew he wasn’t lying, 

McLean provided newspapers 
a drawing of the monster. It 
did indeed look “like pictures of 
dragons.” Pictures drawn by five-
year-olds.

FROM THE ARCHIVES OF TIM GILMORE



17

“because she’d seen the big pink creature herself—40 years ago.”

Marine Patrol Captain D.B. Newbold told The Tampa Tribune 

on January 18, 1976, “They used to report them to me back in the 

’50s when I was water patrolling. What they’re seeing are manatee 

(sea cows) playing.”

Said the Tribune, “Like others of its ilk—Bigfoot, the Swamp 

Ape, the Big Bird spotted in Texas this week, the Loch Ness 

Monster himself—the Serpent of the St. Johns seems to thrive 

on publicity.”

Months would go by without a sighting, Newbold said, and 

then his office would be flooded with calls for days. Explaining why 

he didn’t know how many monster sightings had been reported, 

Newbold waxed snarky. “We just keep records of manatee and 

other animals protected by state and federal laws. We don’t have 

any laws protecting sea monsters.”

Others who’d seen the monster included Larry Atkinson and 

Bobby Holt, who drank beers downtown while fishing from the 

Fuller Warren Bridge on December mornings. Holt said, “The 

thing was out in the middle of the channel under the bridge and 

as it swam, its humps came completely out of the water. It looked 

like a sea serpent. We were both baffled.” Atkinson added, “It 

wasn’t an otter, wasn’t sea cows and it wasn’t a snake. Snakes 

swim sideways and this thing, whatever it was, had humps and it 

was moving in an up-and-down motion. Snakes don’t do that.”

John Baumgartner, foreman for the Jacksonville Public Works 

Commission, claimed to see something that made no sense to 

him or the other men working in the San Marco neighborhood by 

the LaSalle Street bulkhead. The beast was “black or dark gray” 

with “a watermelon-sized head sticking up about a foot above the 

water.” It sprayed water from the top of its head. “What got my 

attention was I heard something go ‘pssssh’—like a snort—and a 

spray came up.”

Though Baumgartner turned away, one of his workers saw “a 

split tail” rise out of the water. The men said the beast “could have 

been 20 feet long.” The crew followed its course for another half 

hour, but after it dove down, they never saw it resurface.

Dr. Harold J. Humm, a University of South Florida marine 

science professor, said it was possible that when people thought 

they were seeing a sea monster, they truly were not seeing a 

manatee. No, indeed. They might be seeing eels. Humm noted 

that “moray eels, which come in both dark and brightly colored 

varieties, reach a length of 15 to 20 feet,” but the eels didn’t usual 

stick their heads up out of the water and Humm couldn’t imagine 

one making its way into the St. Johns River.

In July 1976, Kathy Kirkland was fishing in the river at 

Jacksonville’s Stockton Park when she noticed “something with 

a head the size of a basketball” about 50 feet from shore. “I had 

a line in the water when it first came up and I thought it was 

headed toward my bait. At first, I thought it was three sea cows,” 

she admitted, “but after watching it a while, I realized it was all 

connected together.”

Two Jacksonville residents, Earl Boylston and H.L. Walters, told 

newspaper reporters they’d seen Johnnie several times since the 

early 1960s and knew the secret to his (or her) identity.

“The first time I saw it was about 15 years ago,” Walters said. 

“I thought, ‘God! What a snake! It must be 30 feet long!’” For 

several weeks, he believed he’d seen a sea serpent. Then there it 

was again. It poked its head up from the water “close enough,” 

Walters said, “that I could spit in his eye. I thought, ‘Well I’ll be 

damned. There’s my snake!’”

No leviathan, no Jörmungandr, no Loch Ness Monster, 

Walters’s snake was a long line of otters, “swimming nose to tail.” 

Boylston and Walters had seen them several times in the last 15 

years. As the otters “dip in and out of the water in a long single-

file parade,” Walters said, “they create the illusion of one long 

serpentine creature.”

Besides, he added, this was the South, and this was Florida, 

and if a sea monster had truly called the St. Johns River home, 

some redneck would have shot and killed it a long time ago.

But Baumgartner said he was sure the beast he’d seen was no 

manatee, no eel, no line of otters. “I’ve never seen anything like 

it, not even on Jacques Cousteau,” he said. “They might call me 

a dummy, but I know what I seen.”

What he “seen,” he defended, felt protective toward 

and chose his language carefully to describe. Johnnie was no 

“monster,” Baumgartner said, just a “thing.” That “thing” had 

opened Baumgartner’s eyes and mind to new ways of seeing 

the world. The world was bigger than Baumgartner knew or 

could imagine and that was a comfort. Everything outside his 

understanding wasn’t, by definition, frightening or threatening, 

and why should it be?

Johnnie, Baumgartner said, “didn’t look like a mean son-of-a-

gun, just kind of casual. He looked so kind and innocent.”

TIM GILMORE

THEY MIGHT CALL ME A DUMMY,
      BUT I KNOW WHAT I SEEN.
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DREDGING: THE REAL RIVER MONSTER

Recently, the Jacksonville City Council approved $110 million 
for JaxPort to continue deepening the St. Johns River from 40 to 47 
feet.   Despite the lack of any real mitigation to offset the impacts, 
the Army Corps of Engineers and JaxPort told the Council and the 
public not to worry – no harm will come to our river.  In the slim 
chance they have erred in their analysis, the Corps will be monitoring 
the after effects of the dredging and will take appropriate actions 
to address any unintended consequences. 

So, it sounds like everything is under control, and we can move 
on, right?  Not so fast.  

Decades of dredging the river to allow for bigger and bigger 
ships to access Jacksonville’s port has taken a toll on the health 
of the St. Johns, while making Jacksonville and surrounding 
communities more vulnerable to storm surge and flooding.  The 
current dredging project will only cause additional harm and 
exacerbate the accelerating impacts of sea level rise. 

Even the Corps’ own analysis anticipates saltwater intrusion 
from a deeper channel will adversely affect hundreds of acres of 
wetlands, trees and submerged aquatic grasses, while storm surge 
height will increase by up to 9 inches in parts of the river.   In 
addition, water levels in the river may increase by up to a whopping 
12% during “high frequency” storm events.  If we learned anything 
from the historic flooding that resulted from Hurricane Irma, inches 
truly do matter. 

Yet, the Corps determined these impacts to be insignificant 
and declined to conduct further analysis or provide meaningful 
mitigation.  

However, the biggest problem is not the Corps’ disregard 
for the significance of these impacts. The problem lies in the 
thoroughness of the studies and the efficacy of the models used to 
conduct the analysis.  

Despite projecting a much smaller dredging-induced storm 
surge for Charleston, the Corps inexplicably required a more 
exhaustive flood analysis, while dismissing the need for a similar 
study in Jacksonville. 

Corps has also acknowledged the limitations of their own 
models, stating “actual conditions will deviate from those used to 

drive the models. These deviations introduce additional uncertainty 
in the models’ ability to predict future conditions and impacts.”  

An independent expert panel that reviewed the Corps’ work, 
concluded, “The analysis and presentation of salinity results 
provide an incomplete understanding of the impacts of channel 
enlargement.” 

In other words, it is likely that the impacts from dredging may 
have been underestimated. 

We also must acknowledge that the Army Corps has a long 
history of underestimating the environmental impacts of its projects. 

Look no further than Miami to understand the consequences 
of these miscalculations.  A study released last year concluded that 
the Army Corps of Engineers vastly underestimated the amount of 
coral impacted by the dredging, finding over a half million coral 
were killed. and dredging impacts may have spread across more 
than 15 miles of coral reef tract. 

To make matters worse, the Corps denied culpability, despite 
vast areas of dying coral smothered in sediment.  Thanks to a lawsuit 
by the Miami Waterkeeper, the Corps finally agreed to replant some 
of the coral that was destroyed.   

Monitoring the damage that is obviously attributable to 
dredging does not provide a guarantee of corrective action or 
accountability. 

We raise these concerns not to disparage or discredit the Army 
Corps and certainly not to call into question the integrity of the 
many talented and dedicated public servants who work for the 
agency.  

We do so as a reminder the St. Johns River is too complex, the 
models too imprecise and imperfect, our knowledge too limited, 
and the potential consequences too great to blindly accept the 
Corps’ analysis or that of any agency as an absolute, especially when 
they leave us with no room for error.   

There is too much at stake if our analysis proves to be imprecise 
or deficient and we fail to account for impacts of our actions – the 
future health of the St. Johns River hangs in the balance.  

JIMMY ORTH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF  THE ST. JOHNS RIVERKEEPER

THE PROBLEMATIC DECISION TO DEEPEN THE ST. JOHNS RIVER

NEWS + COMMENTARY

SCAN TO WATCH 
THE RIVERKEEPER 
VIDEO EDITORIAL
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CHEF TOM GRAY CONCEPTS
LOCALLY-OWNED. THOUGHTFULLY-SOURCED. SERIOUSLY DELICIOUS.

RESERVE YOUR TABLE
ON THE RESY APP

OR RESY.COM

PRATIITALIA.COM
TOWNHALLJAX.COM

f
DINE-IN

CONTACT-FREE PICK-UP

ONLINE ORDERING

FAMILY-STYLE MEALS

MARKET + PANTRY ITEMS
(PIMENTO CHEESE! FRESH PASTA!)

COCKTAILS + WINE TO-GO

f
TO-GO

Have you tried to reply to one of the mayor’s tweets recently? 
Well, you wouldn’t be able to – he’s decided to limit who can 
reply to him to those he follows. Most of us were shocked, if not 
surprised, by his decision. 

Curry’s tweets often veer into absurd topics, strange videos, 
and late-night misspelled rants. A quick analysis finds that he 
often gets ratioed, meaning more people reply negatively to his 
tweets more than they retweet or favorite them. In short: he gets 
dunked on a lot. 

The move represents another step the battered mayor has 
taken to insulate himself from public opinion. In a June poll 
conducted by the University of North Florida, Curry had a 49% 
disapproval rating from Duval County voters. A steep decline for 
a candidate who breezed into office.  

Curry often states that Twitter isn’t real life, and it doesn’t 
represent real voters. But 2020 has shown a merging of the two: 
social media and online activism are leading to real changes in 
laws, budgets and symbols.  At the same time, Curry’s mentions 
and his low approval rating finally converged. And he can’t take it. 

(Our resident astrologer noted that the mayor is a Cancer, 
which means he has a tendency to be hypersensitive.)

Removing the ability to reply to tweets without fully blocking 
anyone circumvents a legal ruling outlawing government officials 
from blocking users, but it still sends a powerful message to 
constituents: I’m in my final term, what can you do? 

The mayor cleaned house on bipartisan appointed boards, 
built a political machine meant to scare candidates, and uses 
lobbyists as a shield from investigations. 

But it’s Twitter that finally breaks him. 
JOHN ALOSZKA

MAIL@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM

CURRY’S TWITTER 
MENTIONS AND PUBLIC 
OPINION CONVERGED. 
IT’S A MESS. 

https://www.pratiitalia.com/
https://mindfuldiscovery.net/
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CALLING THE 
QUESTION 

ELECTION COVERAGE

KEY CONGRESSIONAL  RACES

Incumbent Ted Yoho did not seek re-election this year, honoring his pledge to serve 
no more than four terms. His former deputy chief of staff, Kat Cammack, is running on the 
Republican ticket. Cammack grew up on a cattle ranch in a family of commercial sandblasters - 
she found that the federal agencies that she and her family dealt with would often deter rather 
than facilitate small business and enterprise. She owns a business consulting firm. Cammack 
plans to work to remove regulations, reduce spending, and cut taxes. She is a fierce supporter 
of President Trump. As a young constitutional conservative, she will bring a fresh voice to 
congress to advocate for the lives of the unborn and the second amendment.

KAT CAMMACK, REPUBLICAN  DISTRICT 3 

THE

FOLIO
RESEARCH
BEFORE YOU
VOTE
INITIATIVE

I VOTED

I VOTED
I VOTED

“For the many, not just me” is Adam Christensen’s campaign slogan. He is a small business 
owner, working to identify fraud in big suppliers in the natural product industry. Christensen 
believes that congress shouldn’t work only in favor of the wealthy elite - his seat in the house 
will champion the needs of everyday people. He has seen corporate greed and trickle-down 
economics wear down the middle class and works to organize young progressives like himself 
against this pattern. Christensen advocates for Medicare For All, tax cuts for the middle class, 
gun control, and criminal justice reform. 

ADAM CHRISTENSEN, DEMOCRAT  DISTRICT 3

Having served Duval County as the sheriff from 2003 to 2015, John Rutherford has held 
District 4’s seat in congress since 2017. He has lived in Jacksonville since 1958 and worked in 
law enforcement for 40 years - a testament to his dedication to our community and its safety. 
Rutherford believes that the most important job of the federal government is to protect the 
homeland. As our representative he remains focused on serving the people of Florida’s 4th 
District through supporting military and veterans, cutting taxes to create jobs, and keeping our 
communities safe. In congress, he serves on the Committee on Appropriations and Committee 
on Judiciary.

JOHN RUTHERFORD, REPUBLICAN DISTRICT 4  (INCUMBENT)
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As a fourth-generation Jacksonville native, Donna Deegan loves the people of 
Jacksonville and wants to be their voice in congress. She is a former local news anchor 
and philanthropist with the DONNA Foundation. As a three-time breast cancer survivor, 
Deegan’s priority in Washington will be to provide affordable health insurance. She will 
also concentrate on the climate crisis, common sense gun reform, and protecting Social 
Security and Medicare. The people deserve a leader that will hear them - in her work as 
a journalist and with the Donna Foundation, Deegan has been showing up and listening 
her whole life.

DONNA DEEGAN, DEMOCRAT  DISCTRICT 4

Al Lawson has dedicated more than half of his life to public service. He was 
a representative and state senator for 28 years, and worked in the community as an 
insurance agent and the owner of a marketing and communications firm. In Washington, 
he is dedicated to investing in education and infrastructure, affordable healthcare, and 
protecting the environment. He prides himself on his work ethic and ability to build 
collaborative bipartisan relationships. Lawson serves on the Committee on Agriculture 
and the House Committee on Financial Services.

AL LAWSON, DEMOCRAT  DISTRICT 5  (INCUMBENT)

As a businessman, Gary Adler understands how to make the economy work for every 
American. Adler is active in the community as a business leader, he believes that congress 
is out of touch and is running to make a change. He will work on ensuring that the country 
returns to a “growth economy” post-pandemic, lowering taxes, improving education 
through School Choice, and reducing healthcare costs with free market principles and 
competitive pricing. Adler is proud to stand with armed forces and police and will defend 
the freedom to bear arms in Washington.

GARY ADLER, REPUBLICAN  DISTRICT 5

NEXT ISSUE: STATEHOUSE RACES!
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THE TWIRGINS 
Jason and Joshua Rogers were influencers before the time 

of influencers, and they’ve continued to inspire as the world (and 
the word) has evolved.

 Their current claim to fame is their daily TwinT show, where 
“no topic or conversation is off limits.” They discuss relationships, 
race, sex, and parenting with hot takes, verbal listicles, and acted-
out skits and conversations. All of this in perfect synchronicity, 
finishing each others’ sentences and carrying each others’ quips. 

 In the early 2000s, before Facebook Live existed as a 
motivational platform, the pair’s notoriety was in youth abstinence 
education. They were virgins as a vocation. They spoke in 
classrooms and auditoriums telling their testimonies of abstaining 
from sex in Jacksonville and across the state.

 “We started with Project SOS, which was an abstinence 
organization,” said Joshua Rogers, “Their message was APE: 
Abstinence Protects Everyone. Go APE! Go crazy, go abstinent.”

 Go APE was trademarked by Project SOS in the year 2000. 
The local organization provided in-class education on social 
and emotional life skills for success using a curriculum that 
“captures teenagers’ attention and curiosity through classroom 
demonstration, powerful personal stories, impactful videos, 
classroom discussions and workbook activities,” according to the 
Project SOS website. It has since merged with the Boys and Girls 
Club of America.

 The Rogers initially engaged kids with rhymes and verses - a 
bit that they still open up their TwinT show with. Their approach to 
abstinence education was unique. While many speakers watered 
down the subject, suggesting abstinence as the moral default and 
not saying much more about it, Jason and Joshua hit on the hard 
topics and the nuance of the matter. 

 DLVFU, pronounced “duh-vu,” is what they went by at the 
time. It stands for “Don’t Let the Virgin Fool You” and exemplified 
the way that they broke the mold of being virgins at the time. 

“There’s this stigma when you hear the word virgin,” said 
Jason Rogers, “The nerd with glasses, that whole depiction, and 
it’s like, I’m a virgin and I don’t wear suspenders. I can actually 
dress really nice! And it would shock you if I told you I was a virgin, 
you would never know.”

From there, they moved on to tour with It’s Great to Wait, 
a state-funded abstinence-only until marriage campaign that 
featured speakers in schools in Florida. The Rogers twins 
shared their engaging testimonies informed with their personal 
experiences. 

Although they did talk about unwanted pregnancies and STDs 
as consequences of premarital sex, the basis of their message was 
mental and pragmatic: sex “muddies the water.” It raises emotions 
and causes young people to miss red flags in their partners. 
Both Jason and Joshua saw marriage as a goal - without the 
attachment that physical intimacy raises, they were able to make 

wise choices. “The only thing that you miss when you don’t have 
sex is conversation,” said Joshua Rogers, “[During courtship,] the 
conversation wasn’t always sex. We had other things to focus on. 
My goal was to focus on once we got married how we were going 
to raise our kids, what we were gonna do with our career.”

Our culture is and was saturated with explicit sexual messages 
to which the youth is particularly receptive of. While this is 
empowering to some, there is certainly room in the conversation 
for teaching abstinence to young people. There’s a question 
of whether unreserved sexuality is emotionally and culturally 
sustainable, and the dialogue can be opened up by normal 
people making healthy choices without a basis in moral judgment 
or religion. 

Towards the end of the decade, studies came out proving 
abstinence-only education to be ineffective and many of these 
programs lost state and federal funding. Public opinion shifted in 
favor of comprehensive sex education. 

Around the same time, the twins got married after a few years 
of courtship and their content shifted along with cultural and 
personal changes. “We got married so the virgin thing had to go 
out the window,” said Jason Rogers, “We started leaning more 
towards identity, the message went from abstinence to identity.”

Since 2009, they’ve been public figures with thousands of fans 
and viewers online. They film their half-hour live shows in their 
car every weekday, starting every episode with a beat and some 
raps before discussing taboo topics. Find them on their Facebook 
page DUHVU or on Instagram under the handle @duhvu.

ISA BARRIENTOS

PHOTO BY JOHN ALOSZKA
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It seems like good news. The United Arab Emirates 
and Israel have agreed to the so-called 

“Abraham Accord” which is meant to normalize 
relations between the two countries. 

How should we analyze this important event? 
And how does it fit into the current chaos-as-usual 

situation in today’s Middle East? 

"America and the Middle East: 
Even When Things Look Better, It’s Bad" 

Monday, October 19, 2020 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

(Virtual event via Zoom) 
For more info visit FCFS.ORG 

The FCFS Presents 
David M. Schwam-Baird, Ph.D. 

Department of Political Science and Public Administration, UNF 

 

https://www.markmosslaw.com/
https://fcfs.org/
https://www.coj.net/departments/human-rights-commission.aspx
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B A T T L E
OF THE

B A N D S
WE MISS YOU. 

We miss covering your shows, listening to endless streams of new music, and watching 
you grow as artists in person. 

But, until we can meet again, Folio wants to do everything it can to promote local music, 
and the people who make it. That’s why we’re launching our virtual battle of the bands.  

Here’s how it will work: Upload a video of yourself or your group performing an original song 
to be judged. Entries will be accepted until October 20, 2020. Public voting begins October 
21, 2020 and ends November 13, 2020. The winner will be announced in the November issue!

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR DETAILS AND TO LEARN HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR MUSIC.

PRIZE PACKAGE VALUED AT $15,000*

https://folioweekly.secondstreetapp.com/Folio-20-Battle-of-the-Bands-2020/rounds/1/gallery
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C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E
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C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E
C U L T U R E

ART + MUSIC + INTEREST
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NEW MUSIC RADAR
LISTEN LOCALLY

QUARTER ROY    QUARTER ROY
The self-titled EP from St. Augustine 

based Quarter Roy combines indie 
staples with dance floor sensibilities. The 
lead single, Darlin, is perfect for moving 
furniture to dance on nights in. 

MAR    PARTING GIFTS
The sophomore EP from Mar, Parting 

Gifts, is a mix of lo-fi pop and R&B. 
Swerving between feelings of showing out 
and hiding away, the engaging tracks stay 
with you long after you’re done listening. 

GEEXELLA    WE DON’T (SHE SAID)

In 2020, joy feels like an act of defiance. 
On We Don’t (She Said), Geexella captures 
the feeling of intimacy and joy in its truest 
forms. Over a sly production, they make 
you remember that love should be fun.

ZRAE    CHROME HEARTS

Listen to your heart, but don’t take any 
B.S., that’s Chrome Hearts by Zrae. The 
song flows between syncopated beats 
and picking guitar with lyrics evoking 
imagery of nights out and loves lost. 

TAY    BUSY BEE

Tay asks us all to slow down on the 
sprawling Busy Bee. Broken into chapters 
by swelling production and plucking 
guitar, it’s reminiscent of Beck’s morning 
phase - perfect for lazy Sundays. 

Listen wherever you stream. 

Listen wherever you stream. 

Listen wherever you stream. 

Listen wherever you stream. 

Listen wherever you stream. 

F O L I O
MUSIC

PLAYLISTS CURATED TO THE ISSUE

SCAN 
TO LISTEN 

We’re saving this 
spot just for you. 

Email partners@folioweekly.com 
to learn how you can advertise in 
Folio. 

Now Offering: 
- Introductory rates 
- Digital integration
- Full service creative

Faccatur, seque expe enisto odistota vellaut aut 

volesseque ella alignam quia sit que con nonsendi 

ratemquo your ad here eosandi oditatia pliame et 

iunt hilleni aspelignis qui beaquid quam suntentus 

exerro in est volupti

@FOLIOWEEKLY

TO LISTEN 

http://folioweekly.com/advertise/
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P A P E R 
G A L L E R Y

A SELECTION OF 
VISUAL MEDIA FROM 
JACKSONVILLE ARTISTS.
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Alexander Chase
Untitled
Oil on canvas

Casey VanDyke 
AD Space
Digital photograph

Joseph Baxley
11East.
Digital Photograph

Kristen LaSalvia 
Loveseat
35mm film

P A P E R
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Brennan Wojtyla
No.11, Level 1: Rudimentary Information, and No. 9 
Mixed Media

Dawn Montgomery 
Battle
Acrylic on canvas

Liz Hartless
Opal
35mm film

G A L L E R Y
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Silvana Smith 
A Living Egg
Mixed Media

Kevin Mierez-Galo
Cathartic Print 1
Relief Print

Gabriel Conville
Alora and the Beach 
Pen, Marker, and Ink on Paper

P A P E R

G A L L E R Y
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T H E  J A C K S O N V I L L E  M U S I C  E X P E R I E N C E

F R O M  W J CT  P R E S E N T S

Celebrate John Lennon's 80th birthday with a three day musical journey reflecting 

the legendary music icon's contribution to the world. Enjoy music all weekend long from

John Lennon & The Beatles across WJCT's television, radio & online platforms.

W J CT. O R G / J A X M U S I C

A  J O H N  L E N N O N  T R I B U T E

O CTO B E R  8 T H  -  1 1 T H

https://www.wjct.org/
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River Concert with The Chris Thomas Band, Lakeshore Marine Center

Some bands take their shows on the road: The CTB is taking theirs to the water, specifically the Ortega River, where 
they’ll perform their original, high-energy renditions of jazz standards, R&B, pop, country and funk right from the dock. 
The only catch is you have to be on a water vessel to enjoy it. We can only hope the St. Johns River Monster isn’t a 
fan. Proceeds benefit Jax Dog Cafe. Suggested donation $25-$100 per boat, thechristhomasband.com

Sing Out Loud Festival, September 19, 20, 26 and 27, live streaming

Watch some of the area’s most popular musicians, like Folk Is People, Carpetbaggers and Chillula, perform live from 
the comfort of wherever you are as the award-winning festival goes virtual. Genres range from Americana and hip-hop 
to jazz and hillbilly punk (personally, they had me at the one-man jam band) with shows streaming live from state parks 
and The Backyard Stage & Front Porch at The St. Augustine Amphitheater. Free, singoutloudfestival.com 

Jacksonville Symphony Fanfare, T-U Center

Music Director Courtney Lewis and the Symphony perform live for the first time since COVID-19 showed up. Speaking 
of showing up, you may want to do so in something extra fancy since it’s opening night of the season. And by all 
means, break out the Bedazzler since masks must be worn at all times. Grammy-winning violinist James Ehnes opens 
the season with Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto. The program also includes Jacksonville Symphony violinist Piotr 
Szewczyk’s “River City Fanfare” and Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. $35-$75, jaxsymphony.org

09.19

09.19
STARTS

09.26

Black Lives Matter 5K, site of the former Jacksonville Landing (2 Independent Dr.)

Event organizers strive to influence wellness and health while honoring Black communities in this inaugural event, 
the first Black Lives Matter 5K in the state. Proceeds will be donated directly to the members of the Black community 
facing poverty, racial discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual assault and other hardships. Special guidelines will be 
in place to facilitate social distancing, and participants are encouraged to wear masks except for when participating 
on the route. $25-$45, 1stplacesports.com

10.03

Bike Social: Evergreen Cemetery, meet at SPAR office (1321 N. Main St.)

Local author and historian Ennis Davis leads a group ride from Springfield to the city’s oldest operating cemetery, 
where he’ll share stories about the final resting place of some of its renowned residents including politicians, war 
veterans, civic leaders and professional athletes. The ride is approximately five miles round-trip, and participants are 
encouraged to wear helmets and masks. Free, sparcouncil.org10.10

FOLIO EVENT PICKS

Folio Picks are curated by Kerry 
Speckman of the Specktator.com
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Don’t miss theDon’t miss the
Halloween Doors & More Halloween Doors & More

Drive-In Movie ExperienceDrive-In Movie Experience
3 Days of Classic Family Movies3 Days of Classic Family Movies

October 15-17, 2020October 15-17, 2020
Jacksonville FairgroundsJacksonville Fairgrounds

$25$25 per car per car
Must be purchased in advanceMust be purchased in advance
Admissions and information at Admissions and information at
HDM.CommunityHospice.comHDM.CommunityHospice.com

or call 904.886.3883

Check out the Check out the Halloween Doors SafariHalloween Doors Safari,,
a self-guided tour of Halloween-inspired doors and yards.a self-guided tour of Halloween-inspired doors and yards.

A benefit for

https://www.claycountyfair.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheTLCRealtors
https://www.communityhospice.com/foundation/foundation-events/halloween-doors-more/
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WRITTEN IN THE STARS:  GOV. RON DESANTIS

Virgos are the germaphobes of the zodiac. 
They are restrictive and characteristically 
clean - a global pandemic is something out 
of a nightmare for them.

 Governor Ron DeSantis is an enigma 
here. He meets almost every mark of a 
typical Virgo: practical, chronically nervous, 
and analytical. Somehow, perhaps through 
socialization or indoctrination, DeSantis 
missed the celestial instinct of fear and 
disgust for the coronavirus.

He was born on September 14, 1978 
under the sun sign of order and service. The 
Virgo sun is hardworking, he finds fulfillment 
in solving problems and being in service of 
others. Virgos are worriers, which explains 
the constant look of concern in his face.

In charge of the inner life and emotions, 
DeSantis’s moon is in Aquarius, another 
smart sign. Paired with a very cerebral Virgo 
stellium (with three planets in his chart under 
the sign,) this placement could suggest a lack 
of emotional awareness. It makes him well-
suited for political work, though, as Aquarian 

energy is even-tempered and humanitarian. 
He’s an independent spirit with an aloof 
attitude of “I said what I said.”

Virgo feels at home in his chart in its ruling 
planet of Mercury, which governs the mind. 
This lends him an organized and efficient 
style of thinking, a dry wit, and a critical air 
to the way he speaks. DeSantis’s Saturn is 
also in Virgo, governing responsibility and 
limitations. He’s a hard-working perfectionist 
with this placement, though work itself 
weighs him down - being a governor during 
a pandemic might be harsher on him than 
most. This conjunction makes him particularly 
disciplined and serious.

Though DeSantis’s Virgo placements 
give him a reserved disposition, Jupiter in 
flamboyant Leo brings charm and grandeur 
to the governor’s personality. This planet 
rules the root of his happiness - he feels best 
when his pride is high and he’s comfortable 
in the spotlight.

Venus symbolizes love and harmony. 
With his in the passionate sign of Scorpio, 

DeSantis is intense in diplomatic dealings 
and extremely loyal to his values and loved 
ones. 

Mars is in charge of the way he gets 
things done, and it’s in Libra in his chart. This 
is the single most indecisive placement one 
could have in the planet of assertive action. 
DeSantis’s procrastination in shutting down 
the state at the top of the pandemic and 
subsequently in implementing eviction and 
foreclosure moratoriums are classic examples 
of Libran stalling. Furthermore, Mars is in a 
rather unfavorable square with Jupiter which 
lends itself to impulsive behavior.

ISA BARRIENTOS, @isa23b

Libra You’re in the last few 
moments of feeling lonely, isolation 
isn’t your thing but it’s what you 
need. The sun will be in your 
sign and your eyes soon. Glow 
because you feel it on your skin 
and it looks good on you. You will 
be very responsible in October and 
everyone will say thank you

Scorpio  You feel good with 
friends, their loyalty and yours fills 
your cup, sip it up. You are seen 
and celebrated. Moving forward, 
work and life might weigh you 
down, but a little gusto lifts you 
back up. Mercury will supply your 
big heart with some brain power at 
the end of the month.

Sagittarius Good news is what 
you live for. You’ll get some that 
will bring you prosperity and nice 
things. A new leaf is turning soon 
for your calling or career, half of 
your fire will be enough but you 
might as well hand it all over. Be 
impeccable with your word or just 
be nice.

Capricorn Don’t pick the flower 
just for it to wilt in your hands. Out 
of old, sad dominions through 
quests and antics you will know 
that you can’t hold the weight of 
air. Everywhere else, the stars are 
aligned for you - you’re lucky and 
learned, holding something green 
that you earned. 

Aquarius You will learn 
something everywhere you go with 
everything you see. Expect delays 
on the way, enjoy the ride and 
lean on a barricade. Breathe easy 
because your respiratory system is 
susceptible right now. Big money 
and a little notoriety are in the stars 
for you soon. 

Pisces  In terms of partnership, 
you’re on square one or you’ve 
circled back to it. You’ll get more 
from observing than participating 
in times to come, especially when 
social pressure is being thrown at 
you. Mars’ retrograde offers you 
the perfect opportunity to look 
at the work you’ve put off and 
address it.

Aries  The full moon on the first is 
all you, gaze at it next to Mars like 
a mirror. You feel at peace in the 
fire but your confidence might take 
the backseat. You’ll be blessed with 
renewed hope in your career - work 
harder than you think you can, it 
will be worth your while now more 
than ever. 

Taurus Expect a call from The 
Dept. of Love and Pain before 
the sun comes up. Pick up and 
speak with tenderness, cry on your 
own time. It’s the perfect time to 
develop healthy habits like daily 
to-do lists. Don’t forget to cross 
off rhythmic breathing and inner 
peacemaking. 

Gemini Your fingers are itching 
for a pen to write something 
important down with. Getting 
to the dream destination takes 
great consideration and a long 
time - revel in life’s romance for 
now, watch a red star steady in its 
place, think about what you really 
want. A war of words at the end of 
September will burn bad and heal 
better. 

Cancer  Start with an idea, tell 
it to a friend as an exercise. There 
will be an obstacle in every star 
you stare at when you look up 
next month but you’ll feel at home 
in your house and your heart. 
You’re in a good place to create a 
beautiful space, get one candle for 
the kitchen and another for a friend 
that listens.

Leo  You’ve been on the path 
to your higher purpose all year. 
Mentally, you’ll be there soon. 
Make your bed then start talking. 
You are smarter than you’ve ever 
been. Be tactful and discreet 
around your coworkers and wait 
awhile before making any money 
moves. 

Virgo Your new moon is here 
soon, yes it’s yours, you feel brand 
new. You will wipe a window to 
see the light of pure compassion 
shining through. Imagine someone 
you want to understand on the 
other side. Slow down your mind, 
speak with great care. Business will 
be good and work will get easier.

ISA BARRIENTOS 

FOLIO HOROSCOPES
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Senator Kamala Harris is a history-making vice-presidential 
nominee. The first Black woman, the first Asian American woman 
and the first child of two immigrants to serve on a major party 
presidential ticket. But that isn’t the only milestone for Harris in this 
race: she’ll be the first HBCU graduate to join a major party ticket.

Harris is a graduate of Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
When speaking on experiences at her alma mater in her book, she 
said, “Every signal told students that we could be anything, that we 
were young gifted and black and we shouldn’t let anything get in 
the way of our success.”

Harris being selected as Joe Biden’s running mate will 
undoubtedly have a significant impact on HBCU grads and high 
school seniors across the country. As a Howard alumnus myself, 
I share immense pride in Joe Biden’s decision. For me, like many 
other HBCU graduates, election day is no longer just an election. 
It’s a cause.

Very few aspects of American life are left untouched by HBCUs. 
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., politician Stacey Abrams and the 
late Black Panther star Chadwick Boseman are just a few impactful 
graduates. While HBCUs represent only three percent of American 
universities, they have produced 80 percent of the nation’s Black 
judges and 50 percent of its Black doctors.

Kamala Harris’ placement on the ticket represents a fulfillment in 
the mission of Black institutions of higher education. Many HBCUs, 
like Edward Waters College in Jacksonville, were founded before 
the Civil War, when Black people were banned from enrolling at 
white institutions. 

The spotlight from the Harris announcement on HBCUs could 

not have come at a better time. While marquee institutions with 
larger endowments like Howard University and Spelman College 
face common challenges, some HBCUs are dealing with larger 
financial threats to their futures. Both Democrats and President 
Trump have committed to avoiding future budget cuts. 

Across the country, HBCUs are faced with stiff competition for 
Black students. Predominately white colleges are beginning to 
recognize the power of diversity and are offering larger financial 
aid packages and newer facilities than many Black institutions can 
afford.

In recent years, HBCUs have faced questions of their relevancy. 
But Kamala Harris serves as a testament to the power of an HBCU 
education. Harris’s educational background is not accidental to her 
achievement, but it served as a dominant driver. In a recent CNN 
interview, Harris said, “My first office that I ever ran for was freshman 
class representative of the liberal arts student council.”

At Howard University, everyone knows that Black students’ 
presence on campus is unrelated to an athletic scholarship or an 
affirmative action goal. Students are wanted for their minds, not the 
money they can bring in. 

Kamala Harris’ rise to prominence as a prosecutor, attorney 
general, U.S. senator, presidential candidate and presidential 
running mate serves as an inspiration to all of us. It widens our sense 
of what is possible in a world where opportunity is not equal, and 
appreciation or even justice isn’t always guaranteed for marginalized 
peoples. 

CHRISTIAN HALL
STORIES@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM

THE HBCU IMPACT
not have come at a better time. While marquee institutions with 
larger endowments like Howard University and Spelman College 

https://www.votebenmarcus.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AngeliqueBozDesign/
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61

ACROSS

1     URL starter
 5 Ice mass
 9 Org. for   
   women   
   drivers
 13 Nabisco buy
 14 Ice mass
 15 Mine finds
 16 Panhandle
   city   
   territories?
 19 YMCA part
 20 Florida Blue  
   network,  
   initially
 21 Navel variety
 22 Naval letters
 23 Weep
 24 Sex cells
 26 Bradford  
   County city rink  
   patron
 29 Prickly plants
 30 Cattle cluster
 31 On and ___
 34 bestbet starter
 35 White lily
 37 First Coast  
   Opera solo
 38 Jags stats
 39 Tie for Tex
 40 “Dee-fense!,”  
   e.g.
 41 Collier County  
   city aircraft?
 44 Poppycock
 47 Ex-Jag Marqise

 48 Classic Pontiac
 49 Best of Jax, 
e.g.
 50 “Just a ___!”
 51 Pantheon ruler
 52 Island city gay  
   gal?
 56 Work units
 57 Hold onto
 58 Took a JTA bus
 59 Try to find
 60 Whirlpool
 61 Tip jar bills

DOWN

1 Consecutive  
   games at 121
   Financial  
   Ballpark
 2 Conducts  
   business
 3 ___ Montana  
   Grill
 4 Luau dish
 5 Words   
   dropped,  
   to everyone’s  
   shock
 6 Fallon’s   
   predecessor
 7 JAX’s Chicago  
   destination
 8 Self-value
 9 Courtesy car
 10 Media sector  
   that includes  
   FW
 11 Bottle dweller

 12 Mules’ sires
 17 Sole support
 18 Played   
   charades
 19 Wine grape
 23 Go downhill
 24 Certain Celt
 25 Gillette razor
 27 AAA   
   suggestion
 28 A Kardashian
 31 Citrus drink
 32 Tweaks
 33 Bully’s weighty  
   insults
 35 Deal with
 36 Treaty partner
 37 “Of course!”
 39 Inn alternative
 40 Browns,on  
   a TIAA Bank  
   scoreboard
 41 Fail-safe
 42 Disney dwarf
 43 Muscles near  
   delts
 44 Military posts
 45 Cognizant
 46 “Tootsie” 
   co-star
 50 Iditarod   
   transport
 51 Jerusalem  
   mount
 53 Make do
 54 ___ Zeppelin
 55 Sis’ sib

FOLIO CROSSWORD

HTTPFLOELPGA

OREOBERGORES

MADISONDOMAINS

MENSHMOINNIE

USSSOBGAMETES

STARKESKATER

CACTIHERDOFF

ANTECALLAARIA

TDSBOLOCHANT

NAPLESPLANES

BALONEYLEEGTO

AWARDSECZEUS

SANIBELLESBIAN

ERGSKEEPRODE

SEEKEDDYONESSOLUTIONS

FOLIO-KU: 

Solve this puzzle like 
a regular sudoku, 
but instead of using 
numbers, use the 
letters W-I-L-S-O-N 
(for Jacksonville City 
Councilor Scott Wilson).

N

L O

O L S

N L W

S I

O

WNOISL

LISNWO

OWILNS

NSLOIW

SONWLI

ILWSON

FOLIO-KU

https://www.underwoodjewelers.com/
https://www.underwoodjewelers.com/
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FOR THE KIDS 
(OR FUN ADULTS)

1. Find a sock that’s long enough to go to your elbow. 
The sock can be any color you like, but white will be 
the easiest to decorate! 

2. Slip the sock over your hand and make a C shape 
with your hand. This way you can see exactly where 
the face of the river monster will go! 

3. Use a marker to make two dots on the top of the 
“C” shape for the eyes. After this,  take the puppet off 
your hand and lay it flat on a table (or the floor, we love 
sitting on the ground these days.) 

MAKE YOUR OWN RIVER 
MONSTER SOCK PUPPET!

BE CREATIVE! 
Maybe your river monster will have gills and a horn! Or, 
you could make it pink like in the story. However you 
decorate it, make it your own!

FOR THE KIDS 

MAKE YOUR OWN RIVER 
MONSTER SOCK PUPPET!

Tag @FolioWeekly on social media for a chance 
to recieve a river monster toy! 
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When Brandon Fowler, a junior at Robert E. Lee High School, 
was five years old, he started taking golf lessons through the First 
Tee program at Brentwood Golf Course, located off Golfair Blvd. 
on Jacksonville’s northside. At one point he considered quitting, 
but his coach, Ron Castillo, encouraged him with this simple 
advice: “Just come out here and have fun.”

Fowler did just that, and he’s kept on swinging ever since. He 
is now an ACE level participant, the highest certification possible 
in the First Tee, a nationwide youth development organization 
that teaches life skills through golf. 

“[First Tee] really helps with life goals,” said Fowler, who aims 
to pursue a career in entrepreneurship. “It’s going to help you 
get to what you want to accomplish in life.”

Earlier this summer, Fowler, alongside three fellow 
participants from First Tee, accomplished one of his goals: 
teeing it up on THE PLAYERS Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass 
for the very first time. The Stadium Course is best recognized 
for its 17th hole, the ‘Island Green,’ and is also home to THE 
PLAYERS Championship, the PGA TOUR’s flagship tournament 
that has been won by the game’s top players: Jack Nicklaus. Fred 
Couples. Tiger Woods. Rory McIlroy…the list goes on. 

The round was made possible thanks to the generosity of 
Chet Stokes, general manager at Marsh Landing Country Club 

and former First Tee volunteer. Organizers of the outing took it 
one step further by pairing the First Tee golfers with PGA TOUR 
employees as their caddies.

“The First Tee is all about mentorship,” said Jeff Willoughby, 
executive director of First Tee of North Florida. “[The golfers] are 
going to build lifelong relationships with their caddies, whether 
it’s a mentor for career exploration or just somebody they can 
call on when they get stuck in a bind.”

Had it not been for the First Tee, Brandon Fowler, Mombo 
Ngu, Grace Richards and Matthew Yang may never have stepped 
foot onto THE PLAYERS Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass. But 
the moment that they confidently launched their tee shots down 
the fairway of the first hole symbolized what the round of golf 
was all about:

“Anything is possible,” said Ngu. “Me being here and 
hopefully some kid who is clicking on that screen seeing my face 
would be encouraged to say, ‘Hey, why not do something that 
everyone else says isn’t for me?...You can do whatever you want 
as long as you have your heart and passion for it.”

So, what’s next for this talented foursome? 
Brandon Fowler shared his new goal without hesitation: “I’m 

going to try my best to get back here.”
FOLIO STAFF

SWINGING FOR SUCCESS

LET THE WORLD KNOW YOU’RE 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS. 
PLACE AN AD IN FOLIO          PARTNERS@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM

SPORTS
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Between following Centers for Disease Control guidelines 
and NFL protocols, COVID-19 has created a scenario where 
limiting the risk of exposure to maintain game play is the number 
one priority. Richardson explained that being able to attend OL 
dinners is more of a luxury to them, and not a necessity given 
the times.

Therefore, Thursday night dinners may be ruled out this 
year, depending on whether a socially-distanced protocol can 
be followed. Adding to that, another Jaguars tradition is up in 
the air as well. Normally, after the conclusion of the season the 
offensive line will take a trip to Las Vegas together. 

“This is another amazing experience, and it happens on my 
birthday,” Richardson said. “It’s one of those trips you need to 
get your mind into offseason mode. We get to know each other 
even better there too.”

Ultimately, tradition for the Jaguars’ offensive line is centered 
around coming together as people, not just athletes, and better 
understanding one another. Possibly having to go without such 
tradition for a season, Richardson doesn’t believe the offensive 
line’s level of play will be impacted. However, he acknowledges 
that COVID-19 has hurt the team in a lot of ways this year in 
terms of camaraderie and togetherness. If Thursday night dinners 
and their annual trip to Las Vegas are put on hold, at the least 
they will surely be missed.

“How the offensive line works is that we work as a unit. 
If one person fails, we all fail. The biggest thing for us is that 
these [traditions] bring us together more as an offensive line,” 
Richardson explained. “The closer we can come together, the 
more you’re going to fight for that guy playing next to you.”

LINDSEY NOLEN

Between following Centers for Disease Control guidelines 

DON’T BREAK THE BUBBLE
THE JAGS’ TRADITIONS WILL JUST HAVE TO WAIT 

Remember the basketball game HORSE? Well, on Thursday 
nights during the National Football League regular season the 
Jacksonville Jaguars’ offensive line comes together for their own 
version of the game, “CAT.” They’ve also been known to play a 
game of Rock Band or two.

This is because on Thursdays after practice, Center Brandon 
Linder typically hosts the OL for a 7 p.m. dinner at his house. 
Often accompanied by a quarterback (yes, Gardner Minshew has 
been there) or running back, a food truck will roll up and park 
in front of Linder’s house. Then, the linemen get to spend time 
eating and getting to know each other off the field.

“Literally, from the time we get to Linder’s to the time we 
leave we’re laughing; we’re joking. The dopest part to me is 
also the food, because I’m a big guy,” Offensive Lineman Will 
Richardson Jr., who is entering his third season with the Jags, 
laughed. “[Thursday nights] are one of the main things I look 
forward to in a week.”

From corn nuggets to brisket fries, Richardson describes the 
trucks as a “big man’s dream.” When it’s time to pay for dinner, 
he and each of his teammates will put their number in a bag, and 
someone will draw three of them. The first two numbers selected 
get to split the food truck bill, and the third is responsible for 
the tip.

Thinking back to his first Thursday night as a rookie, 
Richardson remembers that they weren’t yet reserving food 
trucks. Instead, they would order catering and, as the rookie, he 
had to place the order and go pick up the food. Yet, once the 
food made it to Linder’s, Richardson recalls the unmatchable level 
of camaraderie that he experienced each week at these dinners.

“The best thing about the [team dinners] is also the best part 
of football; it’s the camaraderie. To see how people are outside of 
the stadium is by far the most impactful part for me,” Richardson 
said. “At the field you’re always kind of in a work mindset, so 
Thursdays are when we get to know more about each other.”

Specifically, Richardson remembers that it was at one of these 
dinners where he got to know who Andrew Norwell, who plays 
guard, really is. According to Richardson, Norwell is a very serious 
guy at the stadium, but outside the stadium, Richardson found 
him to be one of the funniest people he’s met and very laid back.

“That’s one of the best moments, going to the OL dinners 
showed [me]. Not only that [Norwell is] a cool, calm person, but 
also how seriously he takes his job when he’s at the stadium,” 
Richardson said. 

Across sports history, traditions like these have become an 
integral part of team bonding. Although the NFL has returned 
this month, hoping to restore some level of normalcy to the 
lives of players and fans during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Jaguars offensive line is prepared to go without this pivotal point 
of camaraderie during the 2020 season.
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LISTEN ON APPLE MUSIC 

EDIBLE HAPPY HOUR

FOLIO WEED

The last day of August was the first day of the work week, and my 

last piece of business was precipitated by an early-evening text from an 

old pal--let’s call her “Hilly Brandt” (no relation to Willy, as far as I know). 

The lady made contact, fresh back from the lovely Pacific Northwest She’d 

been working proximate to the northern border and proximal to the 

political chaos roling there, for similar reasons as they’re roiling everywhere 

else. She wanted to show me some of the photos she’d shot, and she had 

some gifts for me, which was lovely. I love free stuff, especially when I can 

write about it.

 The fridge door opened, then she reached in and handed me a 

couple of boxes from the Green Revolution company, based in Paulsbo, 

WA, a place that I’d never heard of before, but will certainly take note 

of in the future. Washington state has been one of the big four leading 

the country’s cannabis industry. The other three--California, Colorado and 

Oregon--got close to saturation point with their states’ markets pretty 

quick. 

Edibles draw an increasing share of the revenues for cannabis 

products, and for good reason. The range of choices is nearly-infinite, 

and growing every day. It’s so easy to make the basic components of an 

edible (infusing your own creams, sugar solutions and assorted butters) 

that the home cook can experiment, inexpensively. There’s already been 

some low-key edible action in Northeast Florida, but there should be 

much more, soon.

Each box contained a sampling of the “Doozies” brand of edibles. 

An eight-gram gummy has eight calories and a blend of CBD and THC 

from full-flower cannabis extract. The Juicy Peach flavor contains 1mg of 

THC and a whopping 40 mg of CBD; the marionberry flavor has 2mg of 

CBD and 10mg of THC. As such, the former is probably best for medicinal 

purposes, while the latter will help you, as the packaging says, “chill”. 

(There’s also a Sour Cherry flavor, of similar makeup as the marionberry.)

She also gave me a bottle of tincture, which is a word I never had 

reason to use until now. The stuff is white, like milk thistle, dispensed via 

dropper, each of which contains 5mg of THC. Compared to the gummies, 

the variety of tinctures is massive: ten different bottles of water tincture, 

and five more of tincture made with avocado oil. They also have two kinds 

of cooking oil and seven types of sublingual spray, which can be put on 

food or pulse-points.

You can’t buy this particular stuff unless you’re on the ground in 

Oregon or Washington state, but that’s okay. Recent changes to Florida 

law mean that consumers should be suffused with selections in time for 

the holidays. It’s been noted previously that our failure to get the full 

legalization of cannabis on the November ballot was a debacle of rare 

vintage, one whose final tab could run into the high eight figures, maybe 

low nine. Allowing for more edibles will go a good way toward offsetting 

some of the millions left on the table.

Taken separately, each item worked great. Taken together, they 

worked even better, but don’t do that. I also put a couple drops of the 

water tincture into a half-grass of my new favorite energy drink, the 

infamous Bang Energy. 

SHELTON HULL 

http://www.phaseeight.org/exit-strategy.html
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/gang-of-two/id1445790435
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DEAR DUMBS,

Let me start by saying that I look forward to Monday’s now 
because of your Gang of Two podcast.

Let me get right to it. Three years ago my wife and I spent 
our 20th wedding anniversary in France. We saved for ten years 
with the intent of doing it right. We really wanted to celebrate, 
and we accomplished that goal. 

Before we left for the trip my wife’s mother got very sick. It 
was pretty serious, but we decided to go anyway thinking that 
we would be rested to take care of her needs when we returned.

So far so good right?

Well, while we were in Paris I got a call from her neighbor that 
said an ambulance was in front of her house, and they would call 
me as soon as they got more information. I decided to keep that 
information to myself as to not ruin the mood of our celebration. 

Plus we really didn’t know what or if anything was wrong. 

With the time difference I didn’t hear from them again until 
the following morning, as we were just getting ready to leave for 
the brunch my wife had planned. I took the phone call outside 
because the reception was better and that’s when I was informed 
that my mother-in-law had passed.

I made the decision right there to keep the information to 
myself. That was no easy task because my thoughts were how 
and when would be best to break the news to my wife. I decided 
I had to tell her, however, I would do it after dinner that night.

Boy was that a mistake. I’ve been paying for the way I 
handled the situation for three years now. She’s still grieving and 
now thinks I’m heartless and selfish. I thought my heart was in 
the right place. 

Do you think this will ever get better?  I’m hoping it’s 
something we can actually laugh at down the road.

Dick, 
Green Cove Springs

TERRY: Well your parents gave you the right name, Dick.

SHARI: Wow. This is a whopper, Dick. As an outsider, I appreciate 
you trying to save your vacation-of-a-lifetime, but you may have 
sacrificed your marriage to do it. I’m sure that while your wife was 
really enjoying herself prior to the awful news, she also wanted to 
be told her mother was in the hospital. You also had to take into 
consideration that you wouldn’t be able to get back home very 
quickly. I respect that.

TERRY: Hell, I probably couldn’t wait to break the news to Shari 
if that happened. That being said, I’m about 90% in your camp 
on this one Dick. You were put in a no-win situation. To me the 
only thing you’re doing wrong is your lack of salesmanship. Your 
wife needs to appreciate the position you were put in. For her to 
still label you as heartless and selfish is a bit harsh.  

SHARI: Let’s cut to the chase. Really the only selfish person in 
this scenario is the mother. I mean, she ruined your expensive 
vacation!

TERRY: Shari is right, only because she speaks from experience. 
I guarantee you that when it’s her mother’s time to checkout she 
will make sure she gets in one final jab at Shari. I hope you show 
this article to your wife, because I believe that she’s the one that 
needs the advice. She needs to let you off the hook. It’s been a 
few years now and  I truly don’t think she’s taken the time to put 
herself in your shoes.

SHARI: Yep, I’m the daughter of a narcissist, bless her heart. Dick 
- you made a really bad decision but it sounds like you’ve paid the 
price. Your wife either needs to forgive you and move on or leave 
you. Staying together so she can kick you around just isn’t fair.

TERRY: Yes. I agree. She’s brought the pain long enough and 
you obviously regret your decision. I know if she read this about 
somebody else she would laugh. She might even agree if it wasn’t 
about her. So, to wife of Dick, stop being a dick. Your husband 
had his heart in the right place. He was all about your happiness 
and that’s what you want in a partner.

REPLY: 
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DEAR DUMBS IS A REGULAR SEGMENT ON THE POPULAR PODCAST 
GANG OF TWO - “A HILARIOUS LOOK AT COUPLEDOM FROM A 
COUPLE OF DUMBS.”
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https://floridajustice.com/



