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Silent Disco is the post-vax rage. 

Three authors from Duval County are shaking the literary world.

Vert skating is alive in Northeast 
Florida. 
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The legend of Skunk Ape, Florida’s Big 
Foot, continues to grow. 
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Our Bartender of the Month goes above and 
beyond for her community. 

Malcolm Jackson’s photography  finally 
gets its due at the Cummer. 

������������	 ��������������

Darryl Daniels won’t go away.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER
JOHN M. PHILLIPS

Lives matter. Yes, that’s true. But adding an adjective or 

descriptor seems to make people upset or think it’s somehow 

escalating one life over another. It is not. However, even though 

(all) lives matter, (all) lives are not treated the same.

  The preamble to the Declaration of Independence is easy 

to believe, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal…” It sounds nice, but our forefathers didn’t 

believe it then. Many don’t believe it now. They will say they 

believe it, and probably believe they believe it.

  Some talk about being “color blind.” Even referring back 

to the Declaration of Independence, Abraham Lincoln later said, 

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on 

this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated 

to the proposition that all men are created equal.” Proposition? 

Lincoln knew we hadn’t quite gotten there yet. We are now 12 

score and five years into this country and still have significant 

issues. The disadvantage is baked in. It always has been.

  No one raises their hand and says, “Yes, I am closed 

minded.” It’s largely a product of upbringing. It was a product of 

my own upbringing. I was so tightly rolling around in my bubble 

believing in the birthright of equality, such that we all had the 

same opportunity and all were competing from the same starting 

line. And my sheltered life proved to me that it was true. As a 

white male, few told me no. Doors weren’t permanently sealed 

shut. Even though my family fought to stay afloat in the middle 

class, our bubbles––and privilege––escaped our conscience.

  Jordan Davis freed me. Kalil McCoy rescued me. Greg Hill 

saved me. These families became my family and taught me it’s 

not good enough to be safe in a bubble. It’s not fulfilling that 

proposition by being “blind” to color and race. In fact, we must 

embrace it. We must step into someone else’s bubble.

 Atticus Finch, the lawyer from To Kill A Mockingbird tells 

his daughter, Scout, “You never really understand a person until 

you consider things from his point of view... until you climb into 

his skin and walk around in it.”

  Recently, we all spent nine minutes walking around in 

George Floyd’s skin, as we watched a knee remain on his neck 

minute after minute. If you’ve been to the Smithsonian’s National 

Museum of African American History and Culture, you can 

experience walking in the skin of Emmett Till, a black teenager 

who was brutally killed for whistling at a white woman. His 

mother demanded an open casket so all could see something 

that certainly isn’t “self-evident.” All museums matter, but that 

museum, not unlike the Holocaust Museum, will show why we 

must lift each other up. We are not, nor have we ever been, 

treated the same. The systems upon which this country was 

built are not level. It is not right to stay in a bubble, believing 

you are blind to color. It strips you of a daily opportunity to 

actually realize we are beautiful together, but we are even more 

radiant if we understand that togetherness requires sacrifice and 

understanding at a level that requires us to be so introspective 

of something we might not like to see.

  When that line was first written, “We hold these truths to 

be self-evident, that all men are created equal…” it originally 

said, “We hold these truths to be SACRED and UNDENIABLE, 

that all men are created equal...” But equality has never been 

incapable of denial, and it certainly has never been held to the 

standard of Godliness. That is our mission. That is our calling. 

Equality must not be subjective. It must be objective. We have a 

long way to go, but please walk with me, Kalil, Greg, Jordan and 

so many others who truly need you more than you ever could 

imagine.

*

*

*

IT’S TIME TO BURST 
OUR BUBBLES. 

*

*

*

*

*
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BRICKBATS + BOUQUETS

Has the Jags owner fi nally turned the team around? 
From naming Urban Meyer as head coach to the 
moment the Bank erupted with screams as Trevor 
Lawrence was announced as the Jags fi rst pick of the 
draft, Jags fans haven’t had this level of optimism 
about the team in years. Knock on wood. 

BOUQUET TO SHAD KHAN

Surrounded by white law enforcement leaders, 
DeSantis signed HB1 (aka the “anti-riot bill”), which 
all but enshrines guilt by association, into Florida 
Law. Violence is already illegal, so the law is nothing 
more than a power grab by the government and a 
virtue signal by the governor. 

BRICKBAT TO GOV. RON DESANTIS 

YELL AT US: MAIL@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM

The writer, performer, educator and human rights 
activist recently debuted Kuongoza, her first 
short fi lm, to rave reviews. The fi lm blends Greek 
mythology and urban culture to dissect a patriarchal 
society and will hit the international fi lm festival 
circuit before being pitched to streaming services.

BOUQUET TO EBONY PAYNE-ENGLISH

women's cable br acelets
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BEHIND THE COVER
This month’s cover celebrates the freedom of the dance 
floor, something that has been missed during the last year. 
As more people get vaccinated, and we can start kissing 
strangers again, Hot Girl SummerTM will be in full swing. 
 Disco has a certain connotation. Its history is liberation: 
for Black people, for the LGBTQ community and for women. 
It also rose to the American consciousness during a time of 
tumult, when the 1970s saw spikes in anti-war and civil rights 
demonstrations. Its recent resurgence is not a coincidence––
there’s a euphoria that comes with the escape of a dance 
floor. 
 Silent disco, which has a fun American individualist vibe 
sometimes, provides escape even from those on the dance 
floor with you, for better and worse. Headphones operate on 
channels, each with a different vibe and one with a request 
list. 
 The photos for this cover were taken by Jaron Floyd, 
check him out at UPDWNLFTRGHT.com. 

 Vaxxed and ready to dance,

 John Aloszka, Creative Director 

WYD?
HIT US UP @FOLIOWEEKLY

https://www.underwoodjewelers.com/
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Important Facts About DOVATO
This is only a brief summary of important information about DOVATO and 
does not replace talking to your healthcare provider about your condition 
and treatment.

What is the most important information I should know about DOVATO?
If you have both human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) and hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection, DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Resistant HBV infection. Your healthcare provider will test you for HBV infection

before you start treatment with DOVATO. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the
hepatitis B virus can change (mutate) during your treatment with DOVATO and
become harder to treat (resistant). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in
people who have HIV-1 and HBV infection.

•  Worsening of HBV infection. If you have HIV-1 and HBV infection, your HBV
may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking DOVATO. A “flare-up” is when your HBV
infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Worsening liver disease can
be serious and may lead to death.

°   Do not run out of DOVATO. Refill your prescription or talk to your healthcare
provider before your DOVATO is all gone.

°   Do not stop DOVATO without first talking to your healthcare provider. If you 
stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need to check your health often 
and do blood tests regularly for several months to check your liver.

What is DOVATO?
DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other HIV-1 medicines to treat 
human immunodeficiency virus-1 (HIV-1) infection in adults: who have not received 
HIV-1 medicines in the past, or to replace their current HIV-1 medicines when their 
healthcare provider determines that they meet certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus 
that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if DOVATO is 
safe and effective in children.

Who should not take DOVATO?
Do not take DOVATO if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir

or lamivudine.
•  take dofetilide.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATO?
Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions, including
if you:
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.
•  have kidney problems.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO

(dolutegravir) may harm your unborn baby.
°   Your healthcare provider may prescribe a different medicine than DOVATO if you

are planning to become pregnant or if pregnancy is confirmed during the first 12 
weeks of pregnancy.

°   If you can become pregnant, your healthcare provider will perform a pregnancy test 
before you start treatment with DOVATO.

°   If you can become pregnant, you should consistently use effective birth control 
(contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

°   Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become 
pregnant, you become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during treatment 
with DOVATO.

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take DOVATO.
°   You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing

HIV-1 to your baby.
°   One of the medicines in DOVATO (lamivudine) passes into your breastmilk.
°   Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.
Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that

interact with DOVATO.
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take DOVATO with other medicines.

What are possible side effects of DOVATO?
DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “What is the most important information I should know about

DOVATO?” section.
•  Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you develop

a rash with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get medical help right away
if you develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever;
generally ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth;
blisters or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth,
face, lips, or tongue; problems breathing.

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an
increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests during
treatment with DOVATO. Liver problems, including liver failure, have also happened
in people without a history of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare
provider may do blood tests to check your liver.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following
signs or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part of your eyes
turns yellow (jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel
movements); nausea or vomiting; loss of appetite; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness
on the right side of your stomach area.

•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis is a
serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider
right away if you get any of the following symptoms that could be signs of
lactic acidosis: feel very weak or tired; unusual (not normal) muscle pain; trouble
breathing; stomach pain with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your arms
and legs; feel dizzy or lightheaded; and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Lactic acidosis can also lead to severe liver problems, which can lead to
death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your
liver (steatosis). Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the
signs or symptoms of liver problems which are listed above under “Liver
problems.” You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver
problems if you are female or very overweight (obese).

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can
happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get
stronger and begin to fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long
time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having new symptoms after
you start taking DOVATO.

•  The most common side effects of DOVATO include: headache; nausea;
diarrhea; trouble sleeping; tiredness; and anxiety.

These are not all the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call your doctor for medical 
advice about side effects. 
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SO MUCH GOES
INTO WHO I AM

New to treatment? Considering a switch?

Ask your doctor about DOVATO.

HIV MEDICINE IS ONE PART OF IT.

Why could DOVATO be right for you? DOVATO is proven to help control 
HIV with just 2 medicines in 1 pill. That means fewer medicines* in your 
body while taking DOVATO. It’s proven as effective as an HIV treatment 
with 3 or 4 medicines. Learn more about fewer medicines at DOVATO.com

  Results may vary.

*As compared with 3- or 4-drug regimens.

August 2020 DVT:4PIL 
Trademark is owned by or licensed to the 
ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

You are encouraged to report negative side 
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit 
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Where can I find more information? 
•  Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
•  Go to DOVATO.com or call 1-877-844-8872,

where you can also get FDA-approved labeling.

DOVATO is a complete prescription regimen to treat HIV-1 in adults who have 
not received HIV-1 medicines in the past or to replace their current HIV-1 
medicines when their doctor determines they meet certain requirements.
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The Three Ds from Duval 
Dominating the Literary Scene

Jacksonville natives Deesha Philyaw, Dawnie Walton and 
Dantiel W. Moniz shake up the book world with works 
anchored in the experiences of Black womanhood. 

NIKESHA ELISE WILLIAMS

“Do not set us up like this is some anomaly that happened,” Deesha 
Philyaw demands.
 Philyaw, the multiple award-winning author of the short story 
collection The Secret Lives of Church Ladies is adamant that she, along 
with authors Dawnie Walton and Dantiel W. Moniz are all (to borrow from 
Cardi B) “regular, schmegular, degular” born and bred Black women from 
Duval County who happen to be living their dreams in a major way. 
  Philyaw’s 2020 collection won the 2020/21 Story Prize, the 2021 
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction, the 2020 Los Angeles Times Book Prize: 
The Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction and was a finalist for the 
2020 National Book Award for Fiction. Moniz’s short story collection, 
Milk, Blood, Heat was published in February, and Walton’s novel The 
Final Revival of Opal & Nev came out in late March. All of their books 
are anchored in the experiences of Black womanhood. What it means to 
grow from Black girl to Black woman. What it means to be oppressed, 
subjugated, disrespected, unprotected, loved, cherished, desired, sought 
after and seen. 
  “If you look at any of my early stuff, it’s like all my main characters 
are white, rich girls who were so far away from what my life looked like 
or anybody I knew and what their life looked like,” Moniz said about her 
work before Milk, Blood, Heat. 
  Her creative perspective has clearly shifted, and she attributes that 
to how she has come to perceive herself and Blackness as a whole. 
  “We have to throw away the idea that whiteness is supreme,” 
Moniz said. “We also have to throw away that there is a particular type 
of Blackness.” 
  Exploration of the intricacies and complexities of Black life from the 

perspective of Black women are what Deesha, Dantiel and Dawnie do 
well. It is also intentional. 
  “For me, my favorite parts to write were the parts that were showing 
the love and the community between the Black characters,” Walton said 
of her novel that explores how Black people show up and disrupt white 
spaces with their presence. 
  Such disruptions are taken a step further in Philyaw’s collection 
that boldly boasts from the inside cover flap “...these church ladies are 
as seductive as they want to be, as vulnerable as they need to be, as 
unfaithful and unrepentant as they care to be, and as free as they deserve 
to be.” The stories interrogate theology and the demagoguery of dogma 
preached from pulpits, mostly by men who condemn women from doing 
in the dark what they openly get away with in the daylight. The nine 
stories taking place in many unnamed settings confront and subvert 
double standards surrounding sex and sexuality and who is allowed to 
be free to express their most explicit selves. 
  Philyaw said, “My stories are all rooted in memory in the story of 
my growing up in Jacksonville and watching Black women do what they 
do.” 
  Indeed, the River City is felt and mentioned a few times in the 
collection with references to Publix potato salad and Bay Street. 
  In Walton’s novel the influence of Jacksonville is more pronounced 
from her creation of the Southern rock band, The Bond Brothers, stylized 
in the image of Jacksonville’s own Lynyrd Skynyrd to a description of 
Atlantic Beach by one character as “coastal Crackerville.”
  “In terms of the things that I write about, Jacksonville, for me, was 
a very strange, but diverse place,” Walton said. “It’s so massive. There’s 

Deesha Philyaw, Dantiel W. Moniz, and Dawnie Walton
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so many different influences and things going on that I kind of picked 
up. It was very fascinating to me, and it’s been fascinating to me well 
into my 40s. I’m still writing about that stuff I encountered.”
  The 11 stories in Moniz’s collection are all set in Florida. Many in 
Jacksonville, and there’s a recognizable reference to Tallahassee and 
the club Floyds, where many a foam party has been thrown. Moniz, who 
grew up around Regency and for the time being still calls Jacksonville 
home, noted that even though the city is the largest in the contiguous 
United States by land mass, it is rarely written about. 
  “We get passed over for, like, Orlando or Miami or The Keys,” 
Moniz said. 
  But in writing about Jacksonville she did not want to approach 
her setting with the proverbial rose-colored glasses on. Instead, she 
approached the city as an unnamed subject and interrogated its place, 
position and even contribution in direct connection to her characters. 
  “I would say that it [Jacksonville] shaped me and prepared me 
to write from just looking at something and being able to turn it from 
different angles and understand how multifaceted it is,” Moniz said. 
  Moniz’s take on Jacksonville in her work is sharp but subtle. Walton 
and Philyaw’s work is just as acute though rooted in the fondness 
nostalgia sometimes creates. 
  Philyaw, who grew up in the Sugar Hill neighborhood currently lives 
in Pittsburgh. Walton who grew up in Riverside near Five Points lives in 
Brooklyn, New York. They both attended Stanton College Prep (Philyaw 
was a senior when Walton was in seventh grade), and they both have 
lived longer outside of Jacksonville than they lived in the city. However, 
they both still have fond memories; for Walton it is the music and for 
Philyaw it is the food. 
  “The foods from my childhood and my upbringing that I consider 
part of my background in Jacksonville. . . still shows up for me,” Philyaw 
said. 
  That the first line in her story, “Peach Cobbler,” is “My mother’s 
peach cobbler was so good it made God himself cheat on his wife” 
makes her specific longing for the sense of community and Black 
collectiveness that was first forged for her in Jacksonville, all the more 
visceral. It also makes the fact that she had to call out local media in the 
national press for the lack of coverage on Walton and Moniz along with 
herself all the more enraging. 
  When we spoke, the three Ds were bountiful, fresh-faced, brown-
skinned, loc’d, goddesses eager to chat about the place they call home, 
their work and how they got to where they are. 
 For Philyaw she went to Stanton and Yale. She’s worked in business 
and as a teacher and then later as a stay-at-home mom. She came to 
her writing as an outlet and found herself pursuing the art passionately. 
Walton and Moniz always loved writing though Walton was more 
practical in her journey from Stanton to FAMU, working as a journalist 
for years before finally deciding to pursue the creative side of writing by 
enrolling in Iowa for her MFA. Moniz attended Douglas Anderson School 
of the Arts before matriculating to FSCJ, then FSU where she finished 
her undergrad degree in English: Creative Writing, and finally earned 
her MFA from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
  “I’ve always written, but the path between, ‘Oh I’m a reader, and I 
want to write a book,’ to actually being a published author is so opaque,” 
Moniz said. 
  Opaque, but not impossible, as Philyaw, Walton and Moniz have 
all proven. They insist you can be Black, you can be a woman, you can 
be from Jacksonville, you can write about Southern ways and places that 
have rarely been explored, and you can be successful. 
  “The three of us are special, but we’re not the only ones,” Philyaw 
said confidently. 
  Walton agreed, adding words of wisdom for the next generation 
of writers coming out of Jacksonville, “Dream big, little Black girls in 
Jacksonville. Look at us. I’m so proud of us.” 
  Jacksonville is proud of you, too. ACCESSIBILITY: Please inform the ticket office of any special arrangements you may require when purchasing tickets. An assistive listening system for the hearing impaired is 

available from the House Manager. The wheelchair accessible bathroom is located to the right of the Entry Lobby Bar as you face the bar, to the left of the statue La Vergognosa. 
The theatre does not have its own parking lot. Disabled permit parking is available on the street.

904.355.2787  |  floridatheatre.com 
128 East Forsyth Street, Downtown Jacksonville

Follow us for the latest event news

11 SUMMER MOVIE CLASSICS:
      TOY STORY
14 THEATREWORKS:
     FREE SUMMER THEATRE
     SPONSORED BY CITI

     DOUG BERKY’S GEMS
15 THEATREWORKS:
     FREE SUMMER THEATRE
     SPONSORED BY CITI

     DOUG BERKY’S NO SHOW
16 AC/DC BACK IN BLACK
     PERFORMED BY

      CLASSIC ALBUMS LIVE
17 COREY SMITH -
     SOLO ACOUSTIC

18 SUMMER MOVIE CLASSICS:
      BAD BOYS
18 BOB SAGET
20 THEATREWORKS:
     FREE SUMMER THEATRE
     SPONSORED BY CITI
     THE TIME MACHINE
22 REO SPEEDWAGON
24 FIREFALL AND
     PURE PRAIRIE LEAGUE

11 JAKE SHIMABUKURO
      AT THE WJCT SOUNDSTAGE
16 THEATREWORKS:
     FREE SUMMER THEATRE
     SPONSORED BY CITI
     PRINCESS THIMBELINA
18 CLASSIC ALBUMS LIVE:
     THE BEATLES - SGT PEPPER’S
     LONELY HEARTS CLUB BAND

AUGUST 2021

MAY 2021

JULY 2021

JUNE 2021

TICKETS
ON SALE NOW

1     SUMMER MOVIE CLASSICS:
      THE USUAL SUSPECTS
8   SUMMER MOVIE CLASSICS:
      APOLLO 13
15  SUMMER MOVIE CLASSICS:
      CASINO
20 MEAT LOAF PRESENTS
     BAT - THE MUSIC OF   
     MEAT LOAF   
     PERFORMED BY
     THE NEVERLAND EXPRESS   
     + AMERICAN IDOL WINNER
     CALEB JOHNSON
22  SUMMER MOVIE CLASSICS:
     CLUELESS
23 ONE NIGHT OF QUEEN
27 GARY ALLAN

SEPTEMBER 2021

11 ALAN PARSONS LIVE PROJECT
     FEATURING SPECIAL GUEST   
     CARL PALMER’S ELP LEGACY
16 BONEY JAMES
     SOLID TOUR 2021

25 KENNY G
26 GEOFF TATE
30 TOM SEGURA
30 SPYRO GYRA
      AT THE WJCT SOUNDSTAGE

28 MOLLY HATCHET

25 SUMMER MOVIE CLASSICS:
      BILLY MADISON
31 DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS
     SUMMER HORNS LIVE
     FEATURING KIRK WHALUM, MINDI 
     ABAIR AND VINCENT INGALA

05 May 2021 Ad - Folio.indd   105 May 2021 Ad - Folio.indd   1 5/11/2021   9:34:09 AM5/11/2021   9:34:09 AM

https://floridatheatre.com/
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 Since the earliest recorded human migration patterns, mysterious 
cryptids, creatures whose existence is claimed but unsubstantiated, have 
woven their way through folklore, fables and cautionary tales across the 
world. Recently, fascination with cryptids has been revived; dozens of 
online discussion boards have sprung up, and Hulu recently produced a 
documentary centered on Sasquatch. Better known as Bigfoot, its mythos 
originated among indigenous populations in the Pacific Northwest. While 
the existence of cryptids like Bigfoot can be the subject of debate, 
intriguingly, some cultures acknowledge the same creatures under 
different names. A trek into Florida’s Everglades, for example, may evoke 
whispers of Bigfoot’s swampish cousin, the Skunk Ape. 
 It was 1973 when David Shealy, then aged 10, and his brother saw 
the ape-like figure slowly making its way through the grassland into the 
dense swamp on the Big Cypress Preserve. “My brother gave me a boost 
to see him over the grass,” Shealy recalled. “That was my first sighting.”

 Shealy, a multi-generational “true Floridian,” has carefully researched 
the Skunk Ape for decades. His work and business have been featured 
on the Discovery Channel, History Channel and Animal Planet. He lives 
on what is considered ideal land for the creature: 3 million acres of the 
largest protected area east of the Mississippi River. 
 That sighting of the Skunk Ape in the ’70s was not his last. In VHS 
footage dated July 8, 2000 and uploaded to YouTube by Smithsonian 
Magazine, Shealy captured a tall, dark-haired, silhouetted figure strolling 
through waist-deep water and sawgrass. The figure notices Shealy 
watching him and flees with the gait and run of a human man. In the 
comments section, viewers share different takes on the validity of the 
video, ranging from “his moves are too humanoid” to “no human dressed 
in a costume could walk that fast through the swamp!” One comment 
even mentions a sighting in Jacksonville in 2002, which begs the question: 
What’s the likelihood of encountering one? 

Finding Florida’s Bigfoot

CASEY CRAIG

The Legend of the Skunk Ape goes 
beyond imagination  

DAVE SHEALY
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 A sighting by another witness shows the long-haired, bearded 
creature, known as the Myakka Skunk Ape, leering at him as he 
photographed it from behind a grouping of palmettos. 
 “These things have been spotted throughout Florida,” Shealy 
confirmed, “There’s been a rash of sightings in Tallahassee and the 
Panhandle. They also filter in through Mississippi and Alabama, but they 
take on different characteristics.” 
 The Skunk Ape has primarily been described as being between 
5-feet-5-inches to 6-feet tall with a matted or somewhat-frizzy coat. The 
coat is most commonly described as being a cinnamon shade of brown, 
but other witnesses recalled it as dark brown or even black. They’re often 
described as solitary creatures, and Shealy is convinced only about five to 
six of them are roaming around. “They’re very lonely animals, and I have 
no idea what their lifespan is,” he said.  
 Sightings of the Skunk Ape can be traced back to pre-Colonial Florida 
with bands of the Seminole tribe passing down the legend of the “Esti 
Capcaki,” which translates to “tall man” or “cannibal giant.” There have 
also been claims of the Skunk Ape stalking fishermen and hikers, viewing 
them as prey. Most sightings within close range agree on the pungent 
primate having the odor of rotting food or a wet dog, which sets it apart 
from the closely related Bigfoot. 
 Shealy noted there are other distinctions from its more famous 
relative. “The difference I found in my research is that there are four toes 
on the Skunk Ape and five on Bigfoot. The Skunk Ape is also smaller in 
weight, which likely has to do with it living in a hotter climate, so they don’t 
have to maintain a heavy body weight.” Bigfoot has also left big tracks 
to fill for Shealy, as far as sharing his study and findings of the Skunk Ape 
with other cryptid researchers. “It took me years to convince the Bigfoot 
community that these exist,” he stressed, “but now they recognize the 
Skunk Ape as a subspecies.”  
 The Skunk Ape has been compared to other modern primates with 
its habits and features. Researchers studying orangutans have frequented 
the Everglades in the last decade to investigate the Skunk Ape sightings: 
Are these the great apes people are actually spotting?
 “I can admit they have some similarities: They [both] climb trees, make 
beds in trees,” Shealy said. “Ground beds are out of the question. [The 
Skunk Ape is] similar to orangutans .. .but I know it’s not an orangutan.”
 Though Shealy recently retired from his Skunk Ape research, his work 
lives on, and he’s happy to chat about his findings with curious tourists and 
cryptid enthusiasts alike. To kick off this retirement, On the Track of the 
Skunk Ape, a comprehensive collection of his experience and research, 
hits Amazon on Memorial Day weekend. 
 In the meantime, he strives to tackle environmental issues and 
keep natural, old Florida alive on the preserve. He also runs a museum 
dedicated to the Skunk Ape, campground and Everglades boat tours with 
guides that live on the site. “Skunk Ape Research Headquarters is a multi-
faceted business and Bigfoot research center. We have multiple types of 
cabins … a gift shop with Skunk Ape merch and pole boat tours—which 
is our signature tour.” 
 But the Skunk Ape isn’t the only wildlife worth ogling—the compound 
is also home to a whopping 24-foot-long, 300-pound reticulated python, 
which Shealy affectionately named Goldie. She is one of the largest snakes 
in captivity in the world. Shealy said he is waiting on Guinness World 
Records to visit the property and possibly verify her as the largest.
 As summer suns rise and set across the grass prairie and dense 
swamp, the legend and lore of the Skunk Ape continue to cast shadows 
across the Everglades. But despite his decades of research, the rise in 
sightings and growing public interest, Shealy wants one thing to be known: 
“There’s a lot more to the Skunk Ape guy than what you see in print.” 

THE EVERGLADES
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The Wonderful World of Water Polo

ISA BARRIENTOS

Jacksonville Water Polo brings the 
Olympic sport to the First Coast. 

 The water glitters neon blue. Numbered spheres move back and 
forth, treading water, chasing the ball unnumbered and moving toward 
the goal posts on either end of the pool. 
 All of the spheres but one are heads attached to bodies. The one 
without the number is the ball. Moving underwater, they’re camouflaged 
under the illusion of refraction. Referees can only make calls on what’s 
visible in the air between splashes. A game of grabbing, kicking, dunking 
and pulling lives freely beneath the surface, where fouls are made even 
with more fouls. 
 Their feet don’t touch the bottom of the pool, so players can use 
liquid leverage to propel themselves, or use the other players around 
them as grounds to launch from. The sport is fully involved, requiring 
legwork, upper body strength and coordination. 
 On a master’s team, there are seven players, including the goalie. 
Players pass and shoot a ball flying fast a foot over water as they aim to 
get it across the goal line and into the goal. 
 When a goal is scored, play restarts at mid-pool, where the cycle of 
gentle treading and chaotic sloshing over the water begins again. 
 Water polo is best known as an Olympic sport: The men’s game 
has been played at every Olympic Games since 1900—with the women’s 
team joining the lineup a century later. It is widely played internationally 
and is most concentrated in eastern Europe and in the American 
Northeast and West Coast. 
 Jacksonville Water Polo, a co-ed, adult club serving the First Coast, 
brings out the best of the sport’s diversity. The practices are held by 
the river at the Bolles School, where the sunset reflects on the water as 
friends gather and get in their gear on the bleachers by the pool. 
 “Our practices are pretty casual because a lot of guys do it to have 
fun, for the comradery with the group,” said Manny Torres, who helps 

organize the practices. “It’s a wide range of players and a wide range of 
skill levels.”
 At a recent practice, one young man was back in the pool for the 
first time since returning from deployment. Another was visiting from the 
West Coast and hadn’t played since high school. Men of all ages, from 
high school all the way up to their 60s, dipped in with technical dives, 
swam laps, and passed balls back and forth as they caught up on the 
week’s events. Hungarian, Colombian and Caribbean accents can be 
heard among more than a few California accents. 
 Mark Boensel has played water polo for 55 years and, on this night, 
served as referee. He carefully analyzed the players during drills and 
decided the teams. With the players wearing their team swim caps in 
position, Boensel blew a whistle, and the scrimmage ensued. 
 Jacksonville Water Polo players compete against other master’s 
teams, mostly in Florida, some in Atlanta, and occasionally a team will 
compete in nationals.
 Torres started playing when he was a swimmer at North Carolina 
State University and friends encouraged him to join the school’s club 
team. He was hooked from the first time: “I was like, this is a lot more 
fun. It’s like swimming, but there’s a team aspect, a lot more contact. I 
was hooked from that point on, and I’ve been playing ever since.”
 Boensel shares a similar story of the thread between swimming 
and water polo. “I grew up in Southern California, and swimmers in their 
offseason would play water polo. It kept them in the water, but it wasn’t 
just going back and forth looking at the black line on the bottom of the 
pool,” he said. “It’s a much more interactive sport, it’s more social and it 
kept you in shape and gave you something fun to do when you weren’t 
just swimming.”
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 Roughly 45 years ago, it was 
everywhere. LED tessellations shifting 
and flickering beneath platform 
shoes, polyester-clad bodies pressed 
together in dim corners, the marriage 
of funk and Philadelphia soul … so 
many memories and colorful tropes 
encapsulated in one simple word: 
disco. Throughout the ’70s, the glossy 
genre dominated airplay and culture. 
Like a circadian rhythm (and blues), 
hard rock bands such as Led Zeppelin 
and Black Sabbath thundered through 
radios by day, while soul-funk forces 
by the likes of Gloria Gaynor and Chic 
brought the boogie nights.
 As the next decade approached, 
however, the disco ball began to dim, 
and the pantsuits lost their luster. 
Nationwide, clubs started to shutter 
their doors. A darker, edgier change of 
tune was coming—with Sex Pistols, 
The Clash and the Ramones, wearing 
weathered leather and grit on their 
sleeves—and declaring disco to be 
dead. 
 Though the combat rock assumed 
a threat to disco’s era of glitter and 
groove, the genre never totally died 
out. Disco elements found their way 
into club music of the ’80s and ’90s 
with DJs either spinning or sampling 
classics into their sets. In the last 
few years, disco has culminated in a 
comeback that offers a refresh to retro: 
silent disco. But before we explore this 
new phenomenon, let’s do the hustle 
through music history and find out how 
America came down with Saturday 
Night Fever.
 There’s been debate over the 
decades as to where disco truly 
originated: Some camps will say 
it began in New York City on the 
fringe of the free-love movement in 
discotheques—a French word for 
“venues” that played recorded music. 
The French themselves also claim their 
stake from the ’60s when nightclubs 
in Paris brought fashion, sex and 
dancing together as a menage a trois 
that gave birth to disco. Despite this 
dispute, both cities played significant 
parts in creating the movement, but 
it’s the subcultures from these cities 
that made the most groundbreaking 
contributions, specifically, the Black 
and gay communities. 

Get Down Get Down 
and Boogie, and Boogie, 
BB**tch.tch.
Reviewing a culture that Reviewing a culture that 
bumps and hustles for a bumps and hustles for a 
new generationnew generation

WORDS BY CASEY CRAIGWORDS BY CASEY CRAIG
PHOTOS BY JARON FLOYDPHOTOS BY JARON FLOYD
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       Disco was an offshoot of funk and soul music, genres created 
by Black musicians from the East Coast to the Midwest. Roughly 10 
years before disco reigned king, soul and early forms of funk were 
popularized by various artists signed to Motown Records in Detroit 
and Stax Records in Memphis. Though funk and soul still remained 
popular into the ’70s, Americans were looking for something new 
and novel—that they could dance to. Artists such as Donna Summer, 
Earth Wind & Fire and Diana Ross regularly sat atop the charts. One 
could even argue disco was the catalyst of Michael Jackson’s solo 
debut Off the Wall. Released in 1979, it caught on like wildfire with 
clubs like Studio 54, Ice Palace and Paradise Garage in Manhattan. 
The latter was especially popular with the LGBTQ community, 
hence its nickname: “the Gay-rage.” 
 While most clubs covertly discriminated against gay and Black 
people, discos offered an environment where they could engage in 
nightlife in a safer environment that offered a form of reclamation. 
This accepting environment also paved the way for disco artists, 
including Sylvester, who was Black and openly gay, to become 
successful with mainstream audiences. 
 The modern silent disco serves as a similar safe space. 
 Silent disco started sometime in the 2000s. The difference 
between it and disco in general is people dance with wireless 
headphones through which a DJ transmits music. In other words, no 
one can hear the music people are dancing to unless they’re wearing 
the headphones. 
 Though this “silent dancing” may look silly to onlookers, 
the dancers’ boogie is unbothered. Typically, participants can 
enjoy several channels of different music. This freedom to explore 
different genres and more or less “be your own DJ” is unrivaled in 
the usual club setting.
 Silent discos have become popular among intersectional spaces 
and venues, where all are welcome to show up and get down to 

a variety of tunes from the last 50 years. Currently, post-modern 
hotspot and bar Root Down in 5 Points hosts a silent disco every 
Friday and Saturday from 10 p.m.– 2 a.m. The mobile DJs, David 
and Courtney McCracken, whose mobile DJ set up is aptly called 
Hush Hush Headphones, have been sharing the groove for almost 
a decade. “I was booking live shows in Athens, Ga. at this bar and 
was kind of dissatisfied with the disconnect between the amount 
of people the events were bringing out and the amount of money 
they would give as compensation to the performers…,” says David. 
“Then, one night I had a dream where I was at a show I booked at 
my house and everyone was listening through headphones that were 
plugged into my ceiling.
 I woke up…and started investigating into how to make that a 
reality. The only feasible tech was silent disco and I saved up to get 
an electric drum kit & 50 headphones with transmitters thinking I 
would be starting a movable, live performance venue. It wasn’t until 
I got the headphones that I thought about throwing dance parties. 
That was seven years ago.” 
 Hush Hush’s silent disco also offer perks: free headphones are 
given to the first 20 people who show up. For early birds looking to 
rise, shimmy and shine, Hush Hush recently started hosting a silent 
disco at Wildcrafters, the city’s first no-booze bar, on select Saturday 
mornings. 
 As this club trend continues to rise in Jacksonville, especially 
Riverside, so it does throughout the country in major cities like 
Atlanta and across social media. Though disco in its purest form may 
no longer be with us, its quiet cousin is getting noticed and stayin’ 
alive. 
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The JUMBO SHRIMP may have moved up to triple-A status, but they haven’t 
lost their double-A sense of humor. Promotions during home stands with the 
Durham Bulls and Norfolk Tides, May 25-30 and June 8-13, respectively, 
include Gen X Olympics, a Dwight Schrute look-alike contest and Brown 
Bag It Day ($2 mystery beers served in brown paper bags), not to be confused 
with the Salute to Paper Products. Plus post-game fireworks every Friday and 
Saturday. Batter up!

BATTER UP, BRO MAY 21 - JUNE 16

MILB.COM/JACKSONVILLE121 FINANCIAL BALLPARK

EVENTS

Put on your best breeches or 
wimple, leave your trusty steed 
at the livery stables and spend 
the evening at RENFAIRE, a mini-
medieval con, co-hosted by Hall 
of Heroes. Shop fantasy vendors, 
mingle with cosplay guests, 
enjoy live demos and interactive 
adventures, then toss back some 
grog at The Alchemist’s Tavern. 
The event conveniently coincides 
with opening night of the Lost 
World of Dragons exhibit, but 
pray thee, don’t be a quisby and 
perendinate. Get your tickets 
anon.

SERFING USA
MAY 29

MOSH THEMOSH.ORG

You may know him as the Red 
Rocker. Or as the former lead 
singer of Van Halen. Or the guy 
who can’t drive 55. These days, 
the multi-platinum recording 
artist and Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame inductee (SAMMY HAGAR) is 
also known as the lead singer of 
super group THE CIRCLE. 

Touring in support of their debut 
album Space Between, the band 
includes drummer Jason Bonham, 
guitarist Vic Johnson and bassist 
Michael Anthony.

HANGIN’ W/ HAGAR
JUNE 1-2

THE AMP THEAMP.COM

For the second year, the popular  
ST. AUGUSTINE GREEK FESTIVAL,
will be virtual, so however-you-
say-“thanks”-in-Greek to COVID. 
Fortunately, the food, including 
souvlaki, roast lamb, moussaka, 
spanikopita and baklava will be 
100 percent real and 100 percent 
authentic. Guests can order 
through the website for contactless 
pickup.

GOING GREEK
JUNE 4-5

STAUGUSTINEGREEKFESTIVAL.COM

RAM

JUNE 6

Do not, I repeat, do not eat 
breakfast before heading out to 
the BRUNCH AND BLOODY MARY 
FEST as your belly will be full of 
delicious breakfast and brunch 
foods from more than a dozen 
local restaurants—and bloody 
Mary stations. That’s “stations,” 
as in more than one. Please drink 
and eat responsibly.

BLOODY BRUNCH

JAXBRUNCHFEST.COM

SCAN THE QR CODE
FOR EVEN MORE 

EVENTS.

OUR SUMMER ANTI 
BUMMER GUIDE. 

READ THE ANNUAL MANUAL, ON PAGE 28
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LIGHTS
HIT THE

 If you were a regular at shows before the pandemic, you’ve probably 
experienced the sensory feast that is a show by Hit the Lights Productions. 
The production company worked mainly out of Mavericks for the first 
couple of years, and through the waves of the Landing closing, and 2020, 
turned into a one-stop-shop for artists from building records to rehearsing 
them to performing them live.
 Rob York is the mastermind behind the operation, which started as 
a lighting company (thus the name Hit the Lights.) His career in lighting 
design started at a teen club when he was 15 years old, and he’s known 
in the scene for his technical precision, strobe lights and pyrotechnics. 
 “It was supposed to be strictly a lighting company. A buddy of mine 
instilled some trust into me and said, ‘I’ve got all this sound equipment! 
Hey, what do you think about buying a stage?’”
 “OK,” York said with a shrug. “So Hit the Lights became Hit the 
Lights Productions. We became everything, and now we’re a studio, now 
we’re rehearsal stages.”
 York worked at Mavericks for 14 years, running the lighting and 
DJ booth. Here, he was introduced to Matt Petersen, who worked in 
carpentry and stage assistance. John Shellman, who was introduced by 
a mutual friend, came onboard to work the sound board.

 Shellman had a background in R&B, soul, funk and gospel music 
but had never worked with the country and rock music that Mavericks 
was known for. “The approach was a lot different to what I was used to 
hearing. So I had to train my ear to listen to those genres and hone in 
on the skills,” said Shellman. “I told myself every day, I gotta get better, 
I gotta get better. And I did it every day.”
 York had been the production manager at the Jacksonville Landing 
for just a day shy of a year when it was shut down. This gave him, Shellman 
and Petersen the opportunity to move forward full-force with Hit the 
Lights Productions. Within months, they moved into a larger space with 
five times the overhead and got to work. 
 By the end of 2019, they were working big shows nonstop and 
gearing up for a busy 2020. As they packed up for a tour with Dire Straits 
in mid-March, they got a call saying that the tour was cancelled. The state 
shut down the following week.
 “Not only did we lose our big, giant gigs, all of our outdoor festivals 
and venues, we lost all of our small bar gigs, our local stuff—we lost 
everything,” said York. “It was a come-to-Jesus moment with John and I. 
We’re like, what are we gonna do about this, how are we gonna fix this, 
how are we gonna stay afloat with no shows?”
 And the studio was born. They worked their way into the summer, 
converting their warehouse space into a studio and rehearsal rooms. 
Petersen built the place up from scratch. “The table, the studio, the 
countertops, all of that in there. Rob and I designed it, and I put it from 
paper to physical,” he said.
 Once the buildout was done, the team reached out to bands they 
had worked with in the past, seeing if they would be interested in working 
in the new production studio. “We told them, ‘you know us from the 
live scene, and if you put your trust in us going this route, we’re here for 
you,’” said York. “The response was unreal.”
 Before long, the warehouse space had become a studio, fully-
equipped with rehearsal rooms, set up to each band’s preference. They 
were hosting artists for livestreams three times a week, opening a virtual 
platform for those who weren’t able to perform at bars and venues 
because of the pandemic. They built a lounge for guests to take breaks 
from the chaos of recording and rehearsing. Bands of every genre came 
through to mix and master their records with Shellman, who opened the 
opportunity for them to learn the systems and programs.
 “This wasn’t planned by any means,” he said, “This was a, ‘hey, 2020 
just took all of our shows so what are we gonna do, guys?’ But now I’m 
glad we did because it’s opened so many different avenues and so many 
different artists that we would have never met in the live scene now know 
about us. They love coming here. They love hanging out with us.”
 The studio space is full of laughter in a light, close-knit environment. 
Shellman said, “We want everyone to come in here and feel like home. 
Especially the local scene. Be here for them, be able to provide whatever 
we can, whether it’s recording, live tracking, marketing, anything for their 
shows, we try to be there for them.”
 “When we go out on the show we already know what your 
expectations are, what you want, what you need,” Petersen said of the 
full-service nature of Hit the Lights Productions. 
 The company has been especially busy recently as shows and events 
opened back up in the state. The team has now built relationships with 
artists that they hadn’t known from the live scene, and they’re looking 
forward to working on shows with them.
 “It’s become a labor of love, and it’s unreal to see what’s progressed 
over the last year,” said York.
 Studio time at Hit the Lights Productions is $60 an hour and 
mastering is $150. Rehearsal rooms run from $20-$50 an hour.

An inside look at how Hit The Lights, one of Jacksonville’s 
newest full-service production studios, flipped the switch 
during 2020.
ISA BARRIENTOS
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 Most of the folks in Clay County had never heard of Darryl Daniels 
until 2015, when he began his race for Clay County Sheriff. Daniels, newly 
retired from his job as a chief at the Duval County jail, was a short stout 
man oozing with self-confidence. 
  Daniels’ strength was in the people who surrounded him. His race 
pace for sheriff was more of a lollygag, while those around him sprinted. 
The candidate did what he did best: He got “up close and personal” with 
the voters. 
  By 2016, there were six candidates competing for sheriff, and the 
opinions of those within the Clay County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) was crucial. 
To swing employees his way, Daniels pledged to appoint Chris Coldiron, a 
respected CCSO SWAT team leader and road deputy, as his undersheriff. 
Daniels’ people pulled out a close victory in the crowded race, and the 
people of Clay County elected their first Black sheriff.
  Like many sheriffs before him, Daniels promoted supporters within the 
CCSO and brought in loyalists who worked in his campaign. Daniels also 
recruited officers from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO). Surprisingly, 
he immediately reneged on his pledge to appoint Coldiron as undersheriff, 
pulling him from the road and assigning him to the jail. Instead, he put Ray 
Walden, a retired JSO officer, in the undersheriff spot. 
  Daniels was sworn in as sheriff at the beginning of 2017 and made 
it clear he planned to stay a while … or at least until he was elected to 
Congress. It seemed he began to boost his name recognition from the 
start. JSO, almost three times the size of CCSO, had two public information 
officers (PIO). Daniels hired three—with several other officers unofficially 
providing support. One hire was a young woman who served as bureau 
chief at an Alabama news station and had extensive experience as a 
videographer. He then purchased expensive cameras and other video 
equipment. 
  The PIOs regularly made mountains-out-of-molehills videos and 
transformed the arrests of dope-smoking teenagers into the sheriff’s daring 
apprehensions of international drug czars. 
  Daniels even had his own blend of beans at a local coffee shop. It was 
called the “Sheriff’s Blend,” and he reveled in its description: “full-bodied 
and smooth.” 
  Behind the hype, things weren’t going so well for the sheriff. Former 

supporters and others within CCSO began to quickly disappear. Despite 
the undercurrents of unrest, Daniels appeared to be happy with his new 
status as top cop. That is, until he mucked it up. It was the “up close and 
personal” that did him in. 
  Anyone who keeps up with local news is likely familiar with Sheriff 
Darryl Daniels’ blundering illegalities. The narrative is too long to be 
short, but the shortish version, according to public records, is this: In 2013 
when Daniels worked for JSO, he and Cierra Smith, a corrections officer 
under his command, began an affair. Smith was barely 21 years old and 25 
years Daniels’ junior. The relationship was ongoing and was, reportedly, 
sometimes enthusiastically going on during work hours in Daniels’ JSO 
office. 
  When Daniels became Clay’s sheriff, he took Smith on some of his 
out-of-town trips. She had been seen driving one of Daniels’ prized Dodge 
Chargers from the CCSO, and he was giving her a boatload of money. 
 Folio Weekly had received evidence revealing the sheriff’s professional 

and personal peccadillos. Consequently, Daniels decided to come (halfway) 
clean to his wife. He told her he had an affair with Smith and said she was 
now stalking him. He did not tell her he was still involved with Smith. He 
did not tell her Cierra was pregnant. 
  On May 5, 2019, Sheriff Daniels phoned Smith and set up a rendezvous 
for the next day. On May 6, he contacted his deputies and told them Smith 
had been stalking him. He said he feared for his life, gave them Smith’s 
location and asked officers to arrest her. They did.
  After her arrest, Smith told officers, in detail, the whole story. 
Perplexed, officers sought advice from the State Attorney’s Office (SAO) 
in Clay County, and the SAO advised that Smith be released—immediately. 
  In early June 2019, State Attorney Melissa Nelson asked the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) to open an investigation into the 
arrest. 
  For a while, the sheriff’s transgressions, recorded vividly in public 
records, provided the media with enough material for an X-rated mini-
series. Then, the frenzy died down, and Daniels seemed to be starting a 
new chapter. And his PIOs made sure he was everywhere. 
  Five people hoped to unseat Clay’s badly behaved sheriff. The PIOs 
organized a town hall meeting for the sheriff at a local church. The sheriff 

WHO YA GONNA CALL?
Online, bi-textual and awaiting trial—Clay County’s wayward former Sheriff 

Darryl Daniels continues to evade the truth and his day in court.

SUSAN ARMSTRONG
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 opened the meeting by saying he had violated his wife’s trust but not that 
of the citizens of Clay. He said his wife had forgiven him, they were still 
together and his personal life was nobody’s business.
  Daniels continued to make appearances in the media insisting he 
had done nothing wrong, and the FDLE was simply doing a cursory 
investigation. The sheriff said publicly he had been told—confidently—
that no charges would be filed against him and the matter would soon be 
dropped. 
  Little notice was paid to the fact that Cierra Smith gave birth to a 
son in November 2019. The father’s name was left off the baby’s birth 
certificate.
  In May 2020, nationwide social unrest was at a peak but hadn’t yet 
touched quiet Clay County. In June 2020, the PIOs high-fived their own 
brilliance with their next move. They created a video, which went viral 
nationally on June 30, then internationally. In the video, Sheriff Daniels 
promised to deputize all lawful gun-owners in the county and turn them 
loose on any protesters who showed up in his county. Actually, the sheriff 
could not legally deputize gun-owners, but that seemed a moot point for 
Daniels and his PIOs. He became a coast-to-coast sensation, appeared 
on national news programs and got a 10-point bump in the polls … for a 
moment. 
  Events on July 2, 2020 offered a hint the sheriff had either gotten 
bad info about the FDLE’s investigation or that he might have been a 
tad economical with the truth. State Attorney Melissa Nelson said she 
had received the FDLE’s preliminary report. After reviewing it, she asked 
Governor Ron DeSantis to recuse her office and appoint another state 
attorney to prosecute the case. Nelson said if charges were rendered 
against Daniels, her office could be called as witnesses.
  The governor did recuse Nelson and appointed Brad King, then-state 
attorney for Florida’s 5thJudicial Circuit in Ocala, to take Nelson’s place … 
another bad omen for Clay’s sheriff. King had facilitated the removal and/or 
arrest of numerous law enforcement officers throughout Florida—among 
them was Marion County Sheriff Chris Blair who was arrested for perjury 
and official misconduct. 
  With the Aug. 18, 2020 election day looming, the FDLE released a 
50-page executive summary to the media on Aug. 13. It was a stunner. 
Indeed, so much so, that some of the media outlets who had links to the 
summary issued a warning that advised discretion: “Document contains 
material some may find graphic.” 
  The summary stated the FDLE was charging Daniels with a felony 
and three misdemeanors. The felony—for attempting to destroy and hide 
evidence before and after the investigation began—carried a five-year 
prison sentence and $5,000 fine. The report stated Daniels had asked 
CCSO IT personnel to “wipe out” all information on his phone, then 
destroy it. The reason he gave was that it was “running slow.” The sheriff 
then got a new phone. The IT specialist did not remove anything from the 
old phone, nor did he destroy it. Instead, it was eventually turned over 
to the FDLE. Evidence on the phone proved Daniels had set Smith up 
to be arrested. Up until the day Smith was arrested, the couple logged 

about 1,600 exchanges a month, “including consensual exchange of 
sexually explicit messages videos and images.” “Graphic” was a gross 
understatement. 
  Surprisingly, the report also revealed the sheriff was bi-textual. He 
illegally used law enforcement databases to obtain information and phone 
numbers of other women besides Smith, and he began texting explicit 
messages to them as well. The sheriff erased 112 missives from his new 
phone, 111 after the FDLE began their investigation. Also noted in the 
summary, Daniels gave Smith over $60,000. 
  The misdemeanors were imposed for convincing his officers to 
illegally arrest Smith and for lying under oath to federal investigators 
throughout the investigation. Each misdemeanor was punishable by a 
year in prison and a $1,000 fine. 
  Sheriff Daniels was notified his arrest was imminent; he was allowed 
to retain an attorney and to turn himself in. The sheriff was arrested in 
his own jail the evening of August 14, 2020, then released on his own 
recognizance.
  But he did not go quietly. Either before or after the arrest, his PIOs 
wrote, directed, produced and edited a bizarre video starring the sheriff. 
In it, Daniels wore his trademark white cowboy hat and stood between the 
American flag and state flag of Florida. He accused King of playing “dirty 
politics” by arresting him just five days before the election. The sheriff 
said King was trying to bully him and had “ulterior motives” to disrupt 
the race for sheriff. He also told his audience he was given the choice to 
resign from his position as sheriff and drop out of the race or be arrested. 
Daniels maintained his innocence and said he would continue to be sheriff 
and run for re-election. He called for the people in Clay to rally around 
him. 
  “How long do we have to tolerate dirty politics in our county? How 
long? When does it stop?” he earnestly entreated. “It stops when the 
citizens of this county stand up for what’s right and say, ‘You know what? 
No more dirty politics and certainly not with our sheriff.’” 
  The video was sent to numerous print and TV media sources, posted 
on CCSO websites and, reportedly, anywhere Clay citizens might tune in. 
  Usually a calm, restrained man, King swiftly and publicly fired back. 
The state attorney said Daniels’ claim that he was told to resign and 
withdraw his bid for re-election or be arrested were patently false. King 
assured citizens there was never any deal made in which Daniels would 
not be arrested. The SA said Daniels was offered a deferred prosecution 
agreement, which would take affect only AFTER Daniels’ arrest. King said 
he knew none of the candidates in the sheriff’s race and, for that matter, 
very few in Clay County overall.
  A deferred prosecution is usually offered to individuals who have 
no prior criminal history. The terms of the agreement were that, after the 
arrest, Sheriff Daniels would immediately resign from office, withdraw from 
the sheriff’s race, forfeit his law enforcement certificate and never run for 
sheriff in any county in the 4th Judicial Circuit (which includes Clay and 
Duval counties). He would also have to pay investigative fees.
  Individuals in law enforcement and legal circles said the deal offered 
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by King was a gift, since the evidence of Daniels’ wrongdoing was 
comprehensive. If Daniels agreed to the deal, he would most likely keep 
his large pension and would not be prosecuted. 
  The governor suspended Daniels immediately after his arrest and 
appointed Matt Walsh, a 17-year veteran with the FDLE, as interim sheriff. 
One of Walsh’s first tasks was to scrub Daniels’ farewell video from all 
media outlets. 
  Undersheriff Ray Walden was quickly and quietly invited to leave the 
building. Over at the jail, employees said Chris Coldiron, who still had a 
job, a paycheck and a career in law enforcement, seemed to be smiling 
… a lot. 
  Cierra Smith’s attorney announced that Smith would be suing CCSO 
for false arrest. One of the women Daniels stalked online also said she 
would sue. 
  Daniels now had plenty of time to campaign. He was out on street 
corners grinning and waving at passersby like a beauty queen on a float. 
Early voting had come and gone after his national video and before the 
FDLE report, which lead to his arrest. He bragged that his polls showed 
he’d win with the early voters and with his loyalists on Election Day. After 
he won, he assured, the governor would be forced reinstate him. 
  Events on Aug. 18, 2020, probably came as a big surprise to Daniels. 
Even in the crowded race, former Atlantic Beach Police Chief Michelle 
Cook beat Daniels by 8 percentage points. Cook came in at 37% to 
Daniels’ 29%. The other candidates were in the low teens and single digits. 
  Despite his defeat, Daniels still could not let go. He, or someone in 
his quickly dissolving band of supporters who apparently had never heard 

of commas, immediately issued a press release. 
  “These politically motivated charges that have been made against 
Sheriff Daniels and announced right before the election combined with 
dirty politics from other campaigns by closing the election through 
recruiting a write-in candidate resulted in more than 10,000 Clay County 
voters not casting a vote in the race for Sheriff. This resulted in the electing 
of a St. Johns County resident to now serve as the likely sheriff. Sheriff 
Daniels appreciates the support from the voters of Clay County and is 
calling for a review of this travesty that was committed on Clay County 
voters.”
  The statement was a conundrum: Exactly who was Daniels calling 
on to execute a review? The governor? The FDLE? Brad King? Melissa 
Nelson? Area 51? 
  On Aug. 26, one of Daniels’ attorneys, Camille Sheppard appeared 
via Zoom before Circuit Judge Michael Sharritt and entered a “not guilty” 
plea for the former sheriff. 
  On Sept. 1, DeSantis gave Michelle Cook a head start on her tenure 
as Clay County sheriff. He recalled acting-Sheriff Walsh and appointed 
Cook to finish Daniels’ term. 
  Court documents disclosed that on Oct. 12, Daniels’ legal counsel 
filed a motion to dismiss. It was not granted. Also on Oct. 12, Judge 
Sharritt asked to be removed from the case. On Oct. 13, all Clay County 
Circuit Court Judges did the same. The trial was moved to St. Johns 
County. Pretrial dates were set then cancelled. The October date dragged 
on into November, then December, then January, then March, then May 
and—as of publication time—is set for July 28, 2021. 
  In December 2020, new evidence was submitted to bolster the FDLE’s 
charges pending against Daniels. In January 2021, additional evidence 
was submitted, reinforcing the charges, as was a supplementary list of 
additional witnesses. 
  Meanwhile, CCSO insiders said Daniels’ loyal PIOs turned on him 
like a bunch of rabid raccoons. Sources say Sheriff Cook has decently kept 
most all CCSO employees, including the PIOs. 
  Employees say a new financial officer has been hired to join a resolute 
search to “follow the money.” During his tenure, Sheriff Darryl Daniels 
asked for and received more money than any sheriff in the history of the 
county. Yet, his deputies were some of the lowest paid in the state. When 
sworn and non-sworn employees left CCSO, Daniels replaced few of them. 
The result? Embarrassingly high response times—which could have tragic 
consequences. The jail was nearing capacity and needed employees as 
well as an expansion, which had yet to begin.
  The former sheriff spent an excessive amount of county funds to 
expand his public information unit and purchase equipment. He used $4.4 
million to purchase new cars, some with fancy paint schemes. He spent 
$20,000 for a Disney World boondoggle, almost $20,000 for white cowboy 
hats, thousands on a junket for an actress-turned-yoga-instructor … and a 
lot more. However, employees say given Daniels’ hefty budget, there still 
should have been funds to allow Sheriff Cook to begin to restore safety in 
the county by hiring more deputies and dispatchers. 
  After 32 years as state attorney for the 5th Judicial Circuit, Brad King 
decided not to seek re-election. He retired from political life to raise his 
grandson (who he and his wife have since adopted) ... and maybe do a lot 
of fishing. King supported William “Bill” Gladson, SAO executive director, 
for state attorney. Gladson was unopposed.
  Darryl Daniels’ plummet from grace left people inside and outside 
the county pondering. What will happen in July, and will the trial again 
be postponed? Will State Attorney Gladson use the significant evidence 
gathered by the FDLE to send Daniels to prison? Will Daniels be offered 
another deal to change his plea to “guilty” and keep his pension? If he 
is, will he take it? Will Cierra Smith actually sue CCSO and/or Daniels? 
Will Sheriff Michelle Cook find a stash of cash to pay her people a decent 
wage, fill the vacancies at CCSO and keep her prisoner population safely 
housed? Will Officer Chris Coldiron ever stop smiling?
  And finally, will Daniels ever provide the answer to the question … 
who you gonna call? 

The Clay County Jail
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 Vert skating is not for the faint of heart. High-flying 
aerials, inverted hand plants and lip tricks are burly enough 
to scare even the most experienced skaters. 
 Short for “vertical,” vert skating is exactly what it 
sounds like. Skaters ride on ramps, usually over 10-feet-
tall, with transitions that end up at straight 90 degrees. Like 
riding a pendulum, they drop in one wall and fly down the 
transition toward an identical wall with enough speed to 
rocket into the sky. Consequences are high, but so are the 
rewards.
 A niche community within a niche community, vert 
skating used to pull only the gnarliest skaters around, but 
today, thanks to accessibility, vert skating is growing once 
again. 
 After reaching its pinnacle in the ’80s, vert skating 
began to flutter out because of a lack of access to the 
vertical surfaces required to practice on. Vertical surfaces 
are incredibly resource intensive and not easy to come by at 
the time. But North Florida skaters will be getting a perfect 
canvas for those looking to take four wheels to air soon 
enough when the Datil Pepper Vert Ramp opens.
 Vert skating began in backyards on handbuilt ramps 
but was taken mainstream by Jacksonville’s very own 
skateboard holy ground, Kona Skatepark. Located off 
Arlington Expressway near Regency, Kona opened in 1977, 
making it the oldest functioning skatepark in the world and 
a pioneer in developing the sport. 
 Kona’s place in skating history—and vert skating—
cannot be overestimated. The first vert ramps, called 
U-ramps, had no flat bottom making it incredibly hard for 
skaters to generate enough speed to get vertical. But Kona 
built a ramp so large and so hard to skate that word has 
it there was a $10,000 bounty on someone to drop into it. 
The ramp was so gnarly, however, no one skated it, and the 
financial investment led to the park’s first bankruptcy. 
 But in true skater fashion, Kona didn’t give up. Instead, 
they improved upon the first ramp with the perfect ratio of 
transition, flat bottom and vertical wall. The incorporation 
of the flat bottom allowed skaters to get two pumps for 
speed—one down the wall and another going up the 
opposite wall—eventually allowing for tricks like the 
900-degree aerial spin to come to fruition (yes, that is two 
and a half spins; thank you, Tony Hawk).  The park was also 
the first to host a professional/amateur competition on a 
vert ramp, the Kona Summer Nationals in 1981. 
 Kona was a mandatory pilgrimage for all skateboarders 
during the height of vert skating. But after its popularity 
peaked in the late ’80s and street skateboarding grabbed 
hold of the limelight, fewer skaters found the pilgrimage 
necessary.
 The ’90s brought dreams of street progression, 
meaning skaters could literally practice stair sets and curbs 
anywhere there were stairs or curbs.

Vert Skating Never Stopped 
in North Florida 

VINCENT DALESSIO

Backyard pioneer Brennan Gagnon is keeping 
the dream alive. 
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THE VERT RAMP
JOHN QUICK

 While vert skating never died, especially here in North Florida, 
but it has had its slumps and we’re on the upswing out of one right 
now. 
 In contrast to the old days where people were funneling into 
this area to skate vert, skaters have to look elsewhere to find ramps, 
which is why Brennan Gagnon decided to build one in his backyard. 
 “I mean, to be a true vert skater in North Florida right now is 
to kind of be a road dog. You’re on the road every weekend, and 
you’re kind of chasing it and going where the scene is. You know, 
that’s something that’s exhilarating and a fun part about it. But it can 
be a pain in the butt. I mean, it’s just a lot to have to travel every 
weekend. So I think it’ll just add something to eat, to have our 
own thing going on right here. Because there’s been vert ramps in 

North Florida before. And then they’ve gotten torn down. So we’re 
building just to have something here and now.” 
 This backyard pioneer is keeping the dream alive today. 
Once completed, it will be the only standing wood vert ramp in 
St. Augustine. The 11-foot-tall-24-foot-wide behemoth of a ramp 
is constructed entirely out of pressure treated wood with Florida’s 
climate in mind and surfaced with Gatorskin, a specially formed 
compound made just for skating that is nearly indestructible as it’s 
both water and fire resistant. 
 “I’ve loved to skate vert for a few years now. And I just 
thought if I could ever own a home, I’d love to build a ramp. And 
that became a reality during 2020. My lease was coming to an end, 
and interest rates are pretty low. And I just thought, well, if I have 
a job here in town, I’m going to be here for a while I should buy a 
home, because that’s probably smarter than renting. So I ended up 
in this great neighborhood with no HOA or anything. And, you know, 
people kind of do their own thing anyway. The main thing is, I just 
had to ask the blessing of my neighbor right there, cuz she’s older. 
And I asked her if I could build a ramp, and she was super supportive 

of it. And she’s been kind all along the way. We started fundraising 
in the fall of this past year. And as we raised money, we started to 
put the ramp up with the help of some friends and carpenters. And 
slowly, slowly got to where we’re at right now.”
 Although the year gave Brennan time to actually start the 
project, lockdowns and safety protocols wreaked havoc on the 
lumber industry making materials expensive.  It’s community built 
as much as it’s community funded. This is important to keep in mind 
as although he’s stoked to have the ramp in his backyard for him 
and his friends, he’s also pushing forward the skate community. Local 
kids come pouring into his backyard to see the project. and most 
are already taking to skating on the wood. 
 “There’s been a lot of people who have wanted to point out, 
hey, you obviously live in a poor minority community, how are you 

reaching out to and saving these kids so to speak, and I don’t like to 
frame it that way. I just like to say, like in any other community, I’m 
sure there’s kids who could use an alternative outlet, an alternative 
sport if you’re maybe a little more artsy or something. And I think that 
kids in this community, because there’s poverty in our community, 
there’s a lot of injustice going on. The kids in this community are 
under, I would say, a unique amount of stress. You know, they don’t 
need somebody to come in to save them or anything. That’s not 
what I’m here to do. But I just think there are certain kids in our 
community, like any community, who could use a really positive 
outlet. And I think vert skating is a unique outlet that not many 
people get to experience. So if I can, if I can throw that in the mix, 
you know, maybe it’s worthwhile.”
 This ramp is going to be a great place for people to learn how 
to skate, but it’s also a perfect spot for those that already take kindly 
to vertical surfaces. The ramp has the exact same dimensions as the 
ramp Christian Hosoi blasted his famous 11-foot air at the Vision 
Highest Air competition back in 1980s. 
 Although Gagnon is proud to have the vert in his backyard, 
he’s most excited for the community to have it too. 

BRENNAN GAGNON 
VINCENT DALESSIO
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In 2010, artists Christina Foard and Dolf James conceived of Imagination 
Squared, an exhibition featuring works by local artists of all ages, walks 
of life and skill levels.The concept was a huge hit, attracting 5,000 visitors 
for its opening and inspiring the creation of Project Atrium, a 40-foot-tall 
gallery space showcasing site-specific and site-sensitive installations on 
the museum’s first floor.
 The idea to revisit Imagination Squared was sparked by MOCA 
Executive Caitlín Doherty and Senior Curator Ylva Rouse who wanted to 
engage the public in expressing themselves through art during this unique 
period in time.
 “With COVID, we really felt like the catharsis of making art would 
be an important opportunity for our community,” said Nan Kavanaugh, 
director of communications and marketing. “And I think the public’s 
response really confirmed that.”
 A total of 663 pieces comprise Imagination Squared10 which opened 
in mid-April. The 10-inch x 10-inch wood tiles were distributed to local 
institutions including Douglas Anderson School of the Arts, the University 
of North Florida and Pine Castle. The museum also solicited contributions 
from the general public through social media and other channels with tiles 
provided free to participants.
 Sophia Feagins is one of the artists. The 13-year-old said she’s been 
creating art since she could move her hands. And those hands were 
especially busy in 2020.
 “This past year has been pretty difficult with the pandemic and being 
stuck at home and not being able to go to school or see your friends,” she 
added. “It’s just relaxing and satisfying to paint.” 
 While Feagins and her family haven’t seen her piece yet, her mom 
Karen said she can’t wait. “Any time [Sophia] visits MOCA for the rest of 
her life, she knows she’s been part of an exhibit there,” she added. “Maybe 

it will make her think about what she creates in a different way.” 
 Some works are obvious responses to COVID with subjects wearing 
masks or actual masks attached to the tile. My mixed media piece (as a 
novice, I’m still not quite comfortable calling it “art”) was no less subtle 
with hydrangeas arranged in a giant bottle of clonazepam, an anti-anxiety 
medication I’ve taken for 15 years—though, never more so than in 2020. 
 Other tiles speak to racism, politics, body image, police reform and 
love. There are flowers, sports team logos, self-portraits and lots of hearts. 
And cats. Baby Yoda and RGB even make an appearance (not together, 
unfortunately). The only thing more diverse than the art styles represented 
are the materials used to create the works—from feathers and blown glass 
to artificial turf and plastic doll hands. 
 “The call was capturing the creative response to the times we’re living 
in, and I think we’re living in such a unique moment on so many levels,” 
Kavanaugh said. “The works were more of an emotional response than 
anything. They show it’s something our community really needed, and we 
wanted to show how the museum could operate as a resource while also 
celebrating the anniversary of Project Atrium.”
 As for me (and my limited skills), it was a rare opportunity to share 
a glimpse into my personal experience with the relentless chaos of 2020 
via my newly discovered love of art, which turned out to be a silver living 
I never saw coming. 
 And knowing something I created in a corner of my kitchen hangs 
mere feet away from works by acclaimed artists like Louise Freshman 
Brown, Jeff Whipple, Erin Kendrick, Allison Watson and Enzo Torcoletti—
on the walls of one of the premier contemporary art museums in Florida, 
no less—makes that silver lining more like platinum.
 Imagination Squared10 will be on display through Aug. 8. The 
exhibition is free to view on the first floor.

The museum is celebrating by going back to the 
drawing board. Literally.
KERRY SPECKMAN

MOCA’s Project Atrium Celebrates a 
Decade of Enlightening Art

Above: Project Atrium 
photographed by Doug Eng
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NEW MUSIC 
RADAR

PHILADELPHIA
AVON PARK

Phillip Hess, who makes appearances in various local groups 
including Bobby Kid and Viewers Like You, takes the helm this time 
with Philadelphia, his cleverly titled solo project. “Avon Park,” the 
first taste, is filled with angst for the unknown and the desire to get 
free. On the list of ways to break out of your routine: drive fast, head 
out west, bury all your baggage and hope for the best. 

For fans of Beck, Alex G and Yo La Tengo

LISTEN 
LOCALLY
ON THE FOLIO LOCAL PLAYLIST. 

BLK JAY
BACK IN THE DAY

An ode to the friends that don’t leave your side, “Back in the Day” 
reminisces on the progress, or lack thereof, of Blk Jay’s social circle. 
Growing up means observing your friends, at all different stages, at 
the same age and having to trust that the path that you’re on is the 
one for you. Even the doubters will have to admit the Blk Jay hits. 

For fans of Drake, Travis Scott and J. Cole

LITTLE GERONIMO
WHAT TO SAY

Little Geronimo paints a vivid picture of two lovers both set on 
self-destruction: one who holds all the weapons and one who isn’t 
willing to walk away. The perspective is of the love unwilling to walk 
away, who perhaps knows better but has no way out emotionally. 
It’s this cycle of toxicity that makes the song hold on for the full 
four minutes. 

For fans of Dance Gavin Dance, Eternity Forever and Underoath

LEO SUN
WHEN YOU WAKE UP

Chock full of surprising textures and turns, “When You Wake Up” 
sees Leo Sun build upon their previous releases, producing a more 
vibrant and dance infused track. Intimate details of a breakup 
pepper the song, a curated lens that seeks to undermine the notion 
that messy equates bitter. 

For fans of Faye Webster, Phoebe Bridgers and Julia Jacklin
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THE ANTI SUMMER 
BUMMER GUIDE. 

R Camp at Hanna Park

R Kayak at Kayak Amelia

R Jumbo Shrimp fireworks

R Picnic at Big Talbot

R Visit the Cummer for free Tuesday 

R Go on a Ghost tour in St. Augustine

R Sing at Rain Dogs Karaoke

R Take a day trip to Washington Oaks

R Visit MOCA’s project atrium

R Take the Ferry 

R Use the Skyway to go around #DTJAX

R Have a date night at the Florida Theatre

R Go to every NEFL beach

R Dance at silent disco at Root Down

R Find a new book at Chamblins

R Jazz Weds in James Weldon Johnson Park

R Run the River Walk

R Explore a new neighborhood

R Hop the beach bars

R Take a day trip to Amelia Island

R Shop at the Vagabond Flea

R Make a collage out of your Folio

R Support local at the Riverside Arts Market

R Spend a day at a Public Library

R Switch out Starbucks for a local shop

R Paint in a local Park 

R Buy your groceries at Ramona Flea Market

R Browse a local record shop

R Pick fruit at Congaree and Penn

R Fish at Memorial Park 

R Scuba dive off the coast

R Visit the springs

R Learn about Jax history at MOSH 

R Walk the UNF trails

R Visit the Art See & Shop at the Town Center

R Buy a crystal at Midnight Sun

R Play pickleball at Boone Park

R Boogie board at Jax Beach

R Skate Kona 

R Go to the LOL JAX Film Festival

R Enjoy a concert at The Amp

R Dance at Resurgence Goth Night 

R Go to the Symphony

R Grill outside 

R Roller skate at Skate Station

R Go to an Icemen Game

Our Summer Annual Manual is here to help guide you 
through the season. Check each of these off the list as 
you go along. 
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HOROSCOPES

GEMINI  You’re in the last few moments of feeling lonely, isolation isn’t your 
thing but it’s what you need. The sun will be in your sign and your eyes soon. 
Glow because you feel it on your skin and it looks good on you. You will be very 

responsible in October and everyone will say thank you.

CANCER   You feel good with friends, their loyalty and yours fills your cup, sip 
it up. You are seen and celebrated. Moving forward, work and life might weigh 
you down, but a little gusto lifts you back up. Mercury will supply your big heart 
with some brain power at the end of the month.

LEO   Good news is what you live for. You’ll get some that will bring you prosperity 
and nice things. A new leaf is turning soon for your calling or career, half of your 
fire will be enough but you might as well hand it all over. Be impeccable with 
your word or just be nice. 

VIRGO  Your mind’s on your higher purpose. You’ll find it looking through old 
pictures, seeing past pain, and looking up because that’s the only way. Breaking 
free of the security of your day-to-day could open up a world of pain, but past it 
is infinite opportunity. Together won’t get you far this time – go slow and alone. 

LIBRA    You will learn something everywhere you go with everything you see. 
Expect delays on the way, enjoy the ride and lean on a barricade. Breathe easy 
because your respiratory system is susceptible right now. Big money and a little 
notoriety are in the stars for you soon. 

SCORPIO   In terms of partnership, you’re on square one or you’ve circled back to 
it. You’ll get more from observing than participating in times to come, especially 
when social pressure is being thrown at you. Mars’ retrograde offers you the 
perfect opportunity to look at the work you’ve put off and address it.

SAGITARIUS   The full moon on the first is all you, gaze at it next to Mars like a 
mirror. You feel at peace in the fire but your confidence might take the backseat. 
You’ll be blessed with renewed hope in your career - work harder than you think 
you can, it will be worth your while now more than ever.

CAPRICORN    Expect a call from The Dept. of Love and Pain before the sun 
comes up. Pick up and speak with tenderness, cry on your own time. It’s the 
perfect time to develop healthy habits like daily to-do lists. Don’t forget to cross 
off rhythmic breathing and inner peacemaking. 

AQUARIUS  Your fingers are itching for a pen to write something important down 
with. Getting to the dream destination takes great consideration and a long 
time - revel in life’s romance for now, watch a red star steady in its place, think 
about what you really want. A war of words at the end of September will burn 
bad and heal better.

PISCES   Start with an idea, tell it to a friend as an exercise. There will be an 
obstacle in every star you stare at when you look up next month but you’ll feel at 
home in your house and your heart. You’re in a good place to create a beautiful 
space, get one candle for the kitchen and another for a friend that listens. 

ARIES   You’ve been on the path to your higher purpose all year. Mentally, you’ll 
be there soon. Make your bed then start talking. You are smarter than you’ve 
ever been. Be tactful and discreet around your coworkers and wait awhile before 
making any money moves.

TAURUS   Your new moon is here soon, yes it’s yours, you feel brand new. You 
will wipe a window to see the light of pure compassion shining through. Imagine 
someone you want to understand on the other side. Slow down your mind, speak 
with great care. Business will be good and work will get easier.

ISA BARRIENTOS
MAY - JUNE 

@beachsideswimjax 
beachsideswim.com 29
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Malcolm Jackson by John Aloszka

YOU’RE ALREADY HERE.
POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS 
ARE, TOO. 

TERESA@FOLIOWEEKLY.COM

With a reach of over 200,000 
people each issue, Folio puts your 
business all over town. 

https://www.underwoodjewelers.com/products/specials/
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The People’s 
Mayor
Malcolm Jackson takes on culture and 
consolidation with his photos on view 
at The Cummer. 

 Malcolm Jackson is proud to have his 
work on display at the Cummer Museum of 
Art and Gardens for the first time. “Across 
the Bridge” is a collection of his photographs 
captured between 2016 and 2021 that 
speaks about social determinants of health 
and the misperceptions of Jacksonville’s 
Northside and Eastside, which he refers to 
as “cultural hubs.”
 According to Jackson, the Northside 
and Eastside don’t get the credit they 
deserve for helping to shape and elevate 
the city. “The only thing Jacksonville’s 
mainstream media cover [about them] are 
the crime rate, the poverty rate, all these 
other [negative] things,” he said. “OK, well, 
why is that?” He views his photographs as 
a way of addressing this bias.
 “I wanted to kind of use this as a way 
to open that discussion up and show identity 
in a proud way. .... This area made you want 
to move to Jacksonville, but these are the 
problems actually going on here,” he said. 
What can we do to fix it?”
 Drawn to candid portraiture, especially 
black and white, Jackson uses 35mm and 
medium format film cameras to capture his 
subjects. He believes in shooting first and 
asking questions later, which allows for 
authenticity to be the predominant aspect 
of the photograph. His photographs serve 
as an archive for the rich Black culture that 
still shapes Jacksonville today, while also 
documenting how government shortcomings 
disproportionately affect Black residents, 
the same ones who helped build the city. 
 Talking with Jackson feels like talking 
to Jacksonville personified; he wears 
Jacksonville on his sleeve and bleeds 
teal. He’s a third-generation Jaxon and 
has a deep connection to the city. His 
parents lived in LaVilla in the ’60s before 
Consolidation removed any opportunity 

for growth in the area, and they used their 
experiences to educate him. Because of his 
extensive knowledge of the city’s history, 
especially African-American history and 
culture, Jackson is known by many as “the 
people’s mayor.”
 “Consolidation is the literal reason for 
suppression. We build the culture and then it 
is taken away from us, then we have to fend 
for ourselves. African-Americans have been 
dealing with broken promises since this 
country was even formed,” he said. “While 
I believe a lot of those minds have changed, 
you will have to show us better than you can 
tell us … and the city has been telling us for 
over 50 years and [they] haven’t shown us 
anything.”
 With Jackson constantly documenting 
social justice issues, it’s easy to classify him as 
an activist, but that’s not his intention. What 
he photographs is what he lives. “In some 
aspects, I probably am an activist without 
even knowing,” he said, adding he prefers 
not to put labels on people—or things. (He 
doesn’t even title his work because he wants 
viewers to have the freedom to make their 
own interpretations.)
 “It’s cool to look like an activist 
nowadays, you know,” Jackson said of 
individuals who use their “activism” to 
look good on social media. “I’m not taking 
photographs to hang out with chicks. 
I’m taking photographs because this is 
what I believe in. If anything, I’m proud 
to photograph just to make other people 
activists.”
 He continued: “I’m doing my work as a 
person in America trying to live and create 
the best life for other people in the way that 
I know how. Maybe it’s my work that can 
influence somebody else to go down that 
path.”

VINCENT DALESSIO

Above: Photos on view at the 
Cummer Museum of Art and 
Gardens 
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Summer Frost finds her music in her faith, and her faith 
in her music. The Jacksonville native impressed the judges 
with her soft vocals and sharp guitar playing at Star Search, 
and she knows that no matter what, music will always be 
a part of her life. “I’ve found that no matter where I go, I 
end up doing music,” Frost said. Her dream is to sign with 
a Christian recording label and record her own collections. 
Her musical inspirations include Toby Mac, Natalie Grant 
and Elevation Worship. Her original music, including a new 
song she just realeased, can be found on streaming services 
or her website. 

MEET THE WINNERS OF THE 
CLAY COUNTY FAIR STAR 
SEARCH 

Reggie Real Starr wowed the judges at the Clay County Star 
Search with his stirring rendition of “Georgia on my Mind.” Only 
if it had been named “Florida” would the applause have been 
louder. A native of Bronson, Fla., Starr grew up singing in the 
youth choir as a soloist, taking inspiration from Whitney Houston 
and Prince in his vocal stylings. His father’s favorite song “Purple 
Rain” remains one of his favorite anthems and reminds him of 
the power of individuality. His dream collaborators include Chris 
Stapleton and Blake Shelton, and he hopes to perform at the 
Grand Ole Opry one day. Even when famous, he vows to continue 
to give back to his community by performing community concerts 
and charity events.

SUMMER FROST

REGGIE REAL STARR

The Clay County Fair Star Search, which aims to find the best and 
brightest talent Northeast Florida has to offer, took place on April 
8th. Folio Weekly judged the competition based on raw talent, stage 
presence, aesthtics and audience reaction. Here are the winners.
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Lillian Michel, a native of Middleburg, has dreams of performing 
on Broadway and becoming a singer-songwriter in her own right. 
Always eager to break the mold, she is typically joined by her 
ukulele on stage. At the Star Search, she charmed the audience with 
a stirring rendition of Elvis Presley’s “Can’t Help Falling in Love 
With You.” Her musical inspirations include Lin-Manuel Miranda. 
“It would be a dream come true to work with him one day,” Michel 
said, “because he was able to show me that people that look like 
him and I can be on Broadway.” She smartly recreates tunes in the 
octaves suitable for her voice, but it won’t be long before she’s 
singing songs of her own. 

Pickle Chaz, who made us dance and smile with his performance 
of “Ice Ice Baby” may look and dress like Vanilla Ice, but he 
wants a career that makes a name for himself. “I would love for 
my own songs to go No. 1 on the Billboard charts,” Chaz said. 
“My dream is to go worldwide and be able to perform all over 
the world.” Some of his inspirations include Vanilla Ice, Sir 
Mix-A-Lot, Juice Wrld and DMX. He’ll still keep to his roots, 
though. “After meeting Vanilla Ice in 2018, he let me rap ‘Ice 
Ice Baby’ to him, and he said I did great. He was such a nice 
and cool guy who took the time with me and that made me love 
the song even more.”

Khloe Grace may be young, but she’s a singing prodigy. 
She excited the Star Search crowd with her performance of 
Miranda Lambert’s “The House that Built Me,” belting the 
chorus like a pro. A native of Jacksonville, Grace is an old 
soul at heart and wears her admiration of Dolly Parton on 
her sleeve. Her favorite song to perform is “Broken Wing” 
by Martina McBride because it “has a lot of range, I feel 
like I can show off my voice,” she said. Khloe Grace has 
ambitions of becoming a country music star and touring the 
world, which we think is a safe bet. 

LILLIAN MICHEL

PICKLE CHAZ

KHLOE GRACE
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TICKETS START AT JUST $5
AFFORDABLE. FAMILY. FUN.

JAXSHRIMP.com

MAY WEEKEND PROMOTIONSTUESDAY, MAY 25 – SUNDAY, MAY 30
SATURDAY, MAY 29, 6:35 PM WE’RE LIGHTING UP THE NIGHT IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE! LANTERN 
GIVEAWAY AND POST-GAME FIREWORKS, PRESENTED BY 121 FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION & DARLEY’S PLUMBING

SUNDAY, MAY 30, 3:05 PM THE HOME OF AFFORDABLE FAMILY FUN IS BACK – RUN THE BASES,
PAINT THOSE FACES AND MORE AT SUNDAY FAMILY FUN DAY, PRESENTED BY BAPTIST HEALTH.

vs

TUESDAY, JUNE 8 – SUNDAY, JUNE 13vs
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 It’s been 11 months since my family was rocked by domestic 
violence. My 23-year-old cousin Taryn Simmons was fatally shot by the 
father of her child after a confrontation about child care. A month prior to 
her death, she sought and was granted a protective order, but that would 
not be enough to keep her from her untimely death which occurred right 
in front of her infant child. 
 As we tried to find ways to grapple with our tremendous loss, 
my mother and I searched for opportunities to help raise awareness 
about domestic violence. Several months after Taryn’s death, I met 
Stephanie Brown, volunteer and community education coordinator for 
Hubbard House,a full-service certified domestic violence center based 
in Jacksonville. She gave a moving and informative presentation about 
the subject at Watson Realty where I work as a luxury realtor. After the 
meeting, we exchanged information and I told her about the impact 
domestic violence had on my family and my cousin’s death earlier in the 
year.
 Because of that experience with Stephanie, our office adopted a 
family for the holidays and raised money for the organization. I also 
volunteered to work in Hubbard House’s Toy Store and Mommy Store 
and toured Hubbard House. It was very emotional, but learning about 
the important work being done there was critical to better understanding 
domestic violence.
 I was so excited to learn Watson was continuing to support Hubbard 
House, as well, when John Nadler, vice president and managing broker,  

shared an opportunity for our team to serve as volunteers at the agency’s 
12th annual Stand Up & Stride Domestic Violence Awareness Walk.
 At the event, held at the Duval County Courthouse, Hubbard House 
CEO Gail A. Patin discussed the impact of the pandemic on survivors 
of domestic violence. She applauded the community for their support 
and for the many lives that were saved and changed, and encouraged 
participants to continue to spread awareness about domestic violence 
and Hubbard House’s 24/7 domestic violence hotline numbers on social 
media. 
 “By sharing, you’ll not only create awareness of the problem—
domestic violence—you’ll also create awareness of the solution, which is 
Hubbard House,” said Patin. “You may even reach someone …  save the 
life of someone in your circle who needs help but doesn’t know where 
to turn.”
 Mom and I joined more than 400 participants in this year’s event 
including representatives from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and State 
Attorney’s Office, military personnel, health professionals, and corporate 
and community members from around Northeast Florida, all walking 
together to show unified support for Hubbard House and survivors of 
domestic violence.
 In addition to moral support, Stand Up & Stride raised more than 
$55,000. These donations will go to support the emergency shelter, 
programs and services that Hubbard House provides to survivors of 
domestic violence and their children free of charge. Hubbard House 
has offered these life-changing and life-saving services for 44 years and 
serves Duval and Baker counties.
 I was grateful to walk in my cousin’s honor, and I pray that those who 
are in need of these types of service will turn to the team at the Hubbard 
House for support. They truly are life savers. 

If you or a loved one is suffering from domestic violence, the Hubbard House 24/7 Hotline 
can be reached at (904) 354-3114. 

Walking Through our Grief
The Hubbard House’s important work helps 
families suffering domestic violence.
OMAROSA MANIGAULT NEWMAN

TW: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
The Hubbard House walk
in Downtown Jacksonville. 
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 My junior year of college I worked for an international beer and 
wing chain. A full-service restaurant where servers and bartenders are 
categorized as “entertainers” for legal reasons, the brand is centered 
around Reagan-era, all-American unsophistication. It’s a place of family-
friendly indecency.
 The hero’s journey begins with a call to adventure. (Not that I 
was a hero, just an entertainer, but there was certainly some character 
development at play.) I was looking to start a summer job and a friend 
suggested a place I’ll refer to as The Breastaurant. Fascinated with social 
sexuality and being in a beautiful body, I thought it would be fun to play 
a character and gather psychological data on the patrons. I applied and 
got the job within a week. 
 Before I was onboarded, I was taken in for a uniform fitting. Based 
on the measurements I’d put down on my application, I was given a tank 
top and spandex shorts that were a size too small. The gorgeous blonde 
girl that helped me out had been with the chain for more than a few 
years. She said I looked great: “Look at that tiny waist!” When I asked 
for a size up, I was told it’d be way too big. “You could even size down 
on the shirt,” she said. 
 I had always been modest by nature, but exposing some innocent 
cleavage and ass cheek was an interesting challenge. My coworkers 
had the same meticulously-inspected uniform on, in solidarity and 
competition. There was no choice but to own it and come into work 
looking as hot as possible. 
 Each shift started with a uniform inspection. A manager would line 
us up, check that our shoes were the brightest shade of white, that 
our stockings didn’t have any runs, that our uniforms didn’t have any 
spots, that our name tags were on. We had to have our hair and makeup 
done and our nails painted baby pink. The goal was to be photo ready, 
since if anyone during the shift asked to take a picture, it was our job as 
entertainers to oblige. 
 Male managers were as foul as one would expect: “Okay, girls, now 
turn around for me and let me check for flaps,” one would say at each 
lineup before taking just a minute too long to inspect our glutes for an 
inch of air between shorts and stockings. They were touchy because they 
could be; we accepted it because it got us better treatment.
 I had no respect for them, but I had great admiration for my female 
managers. They were waitresses at The Breastaurant before they were 
promoted, so they’d played the game of being beautiful and charming 
for tips. At the top of the hot girl hierarchy, they were ruthless, teetering 
on bullying. We accepted it because they were our friends. 
 Working with several dozen other young women was both the 
best and most toxic part of the job. Many of them were brilliant. Their 
beauty glowed from within. They were self-assured and ambitious. I spent 
countless hours in the break room with my fellow entertainers talking 
about weird customers and gossiping about co-workers over fries that 
our back of house boyfriends would sneak us. It was undeniably catty, 
though, and I watched a lot of girls get bullied out of working there. 
 There was a certain level of bitchiness you had to partake in to climb 
The Breastaurant’s hierarchy. No one there had patience for a weak link, 
and you couldn’t opt out of shit-talking if you wanted to be in the clique. 
It taught me that being moderately vicious was crucial to gaining respect. 
I tried to be nice and mind my business, though. 

The business in question was writing my name on a beverage napkin, 
addressing the customers’ needs and giving the best service possible. It 
was a normal restaurant for the most part; people go to The Breastaurant 
for a fun environment and a bite to eat. There were regulars who would 
come in five nights a week and befriend the girls as they crowded around 
their table throughout the shift. I made many unexpected friends in 
middle-aged men, who I would have otherwise looked at through a lens 
of distrust.
 There were also some characters, the married men who would tip 
their waitress $800 and take them to Las Vegas for the weekend, the ones 
who were cool until they got angry-horny-drunk, the late-nighters who 
came to The Breastaurant to binge drink every weeknight. I had love for 
them, too, as suburban life could make anyone that sad.
 It seemed like I had a year-long fever dream as soon as I stepped 
out from my last shift. I saw pure American beauty and the seven deadly 
sins in a place that I had grown to love. The experience turned me from 
a timid girl to a confident young woman, and I actually had fun. I was 
transformed, and it was time for my return to the world. 

American unsophistication and the Garden of 
Eden, all wrapped up into The Breastaurant. 

ISA BARRIENTOS

THESE ARE MY 
WINGS!
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BARTENDER 
OF THE MONTH: 
STACI WATKINS

To view the 
full Bartender of the 

Month Video, scan the 
adjacent QR code.

Bartender of the Month
is sponsored by:

 Tucked away off of 17 in Fleming Island is V Pizza’s Tap Garden 
where you’ll find Staci Watkins, Folio’s May Mixologist. Even as 
Watkins enters her 25th year of bartending, she’s still just as optimistic 
about movin’ and shakin’ behind the counter. She takes pride that 
her bar is a rare gem that makes all of their own syrups and juices 
from scratch, which offers a more thoughtful, authentic touch to her 
creations and also encourages creativity. “We craft our own cocktails 
at Tap Garden,” she said. “[They are] all created by bartenders that 
work here.” 
  One of her latest concoctions is the Night at the Fairmont, a 
witchy, gin-based purple potion which has proven to be popular with 
guests (including me). Another is a collaboration between her and a 
server named Newman: the Hello Newman. The whiskey-dripped, 
spice-accented cocktail is a playful twist on the old fashioned with 
a reference to Seinfeld and Jerry’s greeting to his not-so-favorite 
neighbor.
 Though Watkins doesn’t have a favorite spirit to work with, 
there is one she’s particularly fond of. “I’m a little partial to whiskey 
because I’m from Kentucky,” she laughed. Watkins, who adores 
horses, honors her Bluegrass State roots at the Tap Garden by 
organizing and hosting a Kentucky Derby party. This year’s event  
included a hat contest, whiskey raffles and a silent auction. Guests 
are awlays encouraged to dress for the occasion.
 To Watkins, the silent auction is especially important, as the 
proceeds go to V Pizza’s V for Victory Charity, a non-profit that gives 
100% of its donations to families fighting cancer. 
 “We try to do monthly fundraisers and offer them opportunities 
they may have missed due to battling cancer, such as family photos 
and other meaningful experiences,” she added. 
 As a mother, Watkins is passionate about philanthropy 
and helping children. She also volunteers with the 26 Reasons 
Foundation, a charity started by former Jaguars player Josh Evans 
which sends 26 kids to football skills camps and provides outreach 
for struggling children in disadvantaged communities.
 Though COVID-19 put a pause on 26 Reason’s annual camp 
and V’s KentuckyDerby party last year, Watkins doesn’t plan to cease 
assisting her community. In fact, she’s ecstatic to get involved again 
with the charities and people: “They’re near and dear to my heart.”

The Tap Garden and V Pizza bartender leads 
with compassion and charisma. 

CASEY CRAIG

26

STACI WATKINS BY JOHN LAWLESS
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41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

ACROSS

1 Armada Soccer Score
4 Overtime Sports Bar 
array
7 Math class that can be 
a “garble” 
14 Praiseful poem
15 Put in stitches
16 Fortress towers
17 Big D hoopster
18 “r” in texts
19 Grove Harvest
20 Apt name for a local 
salon
23 Furyk’s game
24 401(K) kin
25 Really beat
29 Jags booster
31 Florida Golden 
Gloves dec. 
34 South FL destination 
from JAX
35 “The __ Limits”
38 See 20- across
41 Fake med
43 Royal furs
44 See 20-across
46 Unlike rolling stones, 
supposedly
47 Florida House VIP
48 WJAX forensic series

49 Buddy
50 Trick or “___”
53 DX/V
55 Abate
59 See 20-across 
63 It’s between France 
and Spain
66 Wee one
67 Candle Count
68 Job Rewards
69 JIA info
70 DVR Button
71 Stumped
72 Hi-__ monitor
73 Tax letters

DOWN

1 Chinese menu phrase
2 Gem state
3 TIAA bank field tier
4 Old Russian Ruler
5  Creepy Critters
6 Say “#@$%!”
7 Whole brunch
8 Angler’s buy
9 “The Swamp” surface
10 Young’s accounting 
mate
11 Dog command
12 GPS offering
13 Balaam’s mount

21 Influence
22 Stats and stuff 
26 Harbingers
27 Bores for one
28 “crazy” cline
30 Side x Side
32 Patella’s place
33 “__ the ramparts...”
35 MOCA display
36 Tummy trouble
37 Hose hue
38 Dairy din
39 Austen heroine
40 ROY G BIV part
42 English channel
45 The V of VP
49 Jack Sparrow e.g.
51 Run __ of the law
52 Cummer Sculptor’s 
work
54 Lazy sort
56 Sega rival
57 “Like a Rock” rocker
58 Celeb gossip show
60 Angers
61 Glasgow Gal
62 bestbet games
63 Phillips & Hunt org.
64 “not so fast!”
65 48-across evidence

F O L I O  C R O S S W O R D

NILTVSALGEBRA

ODESEWTURRETS

MAVAREORANGES

SHEARMADNESS

GOLFIRASTOMP

FANTKOMIA

OUTERMANEEVENT

PLACEBOERMINES

ACUTABOVEMOSSY

REPCSIPAL

TREATCIIEASE

FOILEDROTTEN

ANDORRALADAGE

BONUSESETDREW

ATALOSSRESIRS

HERES THE DEAL: 

Fill the grid so each row, 
column and colored 
section within the bold 
lines contains the letters 
M-A-Y-P-O-R-T (in 
honor of the local naval 
station).
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M A Y P O R T
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ROAY
AYP

TPO
PY
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YROTAMP
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MAYPORT
TYRMPAO
OPARTYM
ATMOYPR

FOLIO-KU

@FOLIOWEEKLY

CLUES

https://www.underwoodjewelers.com/products/specials/
https://www.underwoodjewelers.com/products/specials/
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BE BOLD. GO GREEN.  TO LEARN MORE, VISIT NORTHFLORIDAGREENCHAMBER.ORG

The North Florida Green Chamber makes being green cool and 
convenient. Our creative tools and innovative programs bring our 

business community together on green initiatives while connecting 
you with thoughtfully sourced resources, news and data.

 JOIN A COMMUNITY MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
Become a North Florida Green Chamber member today!

@NorthFloridaGreenChamber  North Florida Green Chamber 

@northfloridagreenchamber @green_north

FOLLOW US

BUYERS’ CLUB

GREEN MARKETPLACE

SOLAR COLLECTIVE

ADVOCACY

SUSTAINABILITY COACH

YOU BELONG
IN THE GREEN MARKET PLACE

https://northfloridagreenchamber.org/
https://certifiedmarijuanadoctors.com/
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THE JAGS TANKED, 
AND IT WORKED. 
An analysis of the Jaguars’ 2021 NFL Draft 

Pick 1: Trevor Lawrence – QB, Clemson
Grade: A+

Picking Lawrence was the easiest decision the Jaguars have ever made. 
After having an extremely rough 2020 season (in part, due to poor QB 
play), the Jaguars got the first overall pick and used it on Lawrence, who is 
widely regarded to be the best quarterback prospect since Andrew Luck. 
The Jaguars are entering a new era with Lawrence at the helm, and the 
offense should improve mightily with the celebrated signal-caller leading 
the way. 

Pick 25: Travis Etienne – RB, Clemson
Grade: B+

The Jaguars surprised many with their pick of Etienne in the first round at 
a spot, where other players at positions of greater need were still on the 
board. Etienne and Lawrence formed a powerful duo at Clemson, and it 
will be beneficial to both players to have a familiar face in their critical first 
year in the NFL. While the pick will open up many new opportunities for 
the offense, it may not have been the best choice considering the team 
went 1-15 last season and have a lot of holes to fill. Etienne and veteran 
James Robinson will be a sight to behold with the Jaguars rivaling the 
Browns for the best running back tandem in the league.

Pick 33: Tyson Campbell – CB, Georgia
Grade: A

After picking up Shaquill Griffin in free agency, the Jags already had 
one of the better cornerback duos in the league with the former Seattle 
Seahawk and 2020 first-rounder C.J. Henderson. All they needed was a 
slot corner to seal the deal, and they found one in Campbell. Before the 
draft, Campbell was projected to be a late first-round pick, and the Jags 
snagged him at pick 33. While his college stats weren’t outstanding, his 
blazing speed (he ran a 4.34 in the 40-yard-dash at pro day) will hopefully 
help him become a great slot corner for the Jaguars. If he can be coached 
well, he will help the team create a powerful secondary, something the 
team was lacking last year.

Pick 45: Walker Little – LT, Stanford
Grade: A-

With Pat Freiermuth still on the board at pick 45, many expected the 
Jaguars to take the Penn State tight end, but they took Little instead. A 
stalwart left tackle when healthy, Little has not played football since early 
2019 due to injuries and COVID-19 opt-outs. Thankfully, the Jags already 
have Cam Robinson and can let Little practice and learn from the veteran 
to prepare him for a future starting role. As long as Little stays healthy, 
he should be an amazing blocker for Trevor Lawrence for years to come.

Pick 65: Andre Cisco – S, Syracuse
Grade: A

Since the Jaguars passed on Trevon Moehrig, Jevon Holland and Richie 
Grant in the second round, it was imperative they take a safety in the later 
rounds and grabbed Cisco. A third-team All-American (as a freshman) and  
ACC Defensive Rookie of the Year with second-team All-ACC honors, 
Cisco obviously has talent. However, he was injured in 2020 and missed 41
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all but two games, which likely contributed to a lower draft stock. Barring 
any injury-related issues, he could likely end up being one of the steals 
of the draft.

Pick 106: Jay Tufele – DT, USC
Grade: A-

One of the last huge needs the Jags had in the draft was defensive 
tackle, so they took Tufele. Though he opted out of the 2020 season due 
to family reasons, Tufele was a first-team All-Conference selection for 
USC in 2019. There are a few injury concerns including a torn ligament 
in his foot, but he should compete for a starting role at defensive tackle 
to replace first-round bust Taven Bryan. 

Pick 121: Jordan Smith – Edge, UAB 
Grade: A-

The Jags saw something they liked in Smith, so they traded up with none 
other than the Los Angeles Rams to snag the LB/DE in the fourth round. 
At 6’6”, 255 pounds, Smith should fit somewhere into the Jaguars’ 
stacked linebacker room. He does have some character concerns due 
to a credit card fraud scandal at University of Florida in 2016, but being 
around the many great role models in the Jaguars locker room should 
help him out.

Pick 145: Luke Farrell – TE, Ohio State
Grade: C

The Jaguars desperately needed a good pass-catching tight end, and 
in typical Jaguars fashion they took ... a blocking tight end. The Jaguars 
already have a proven blocking tight end in Chris Manhertz, so there was 
no reason to draft another, especially when they really needed a deep-
threat like Brevin Jordan, who went later in the fifth round to division 
rival Houston. This increases the chances that the team signs the beloved 
Tim Tebow to be their pass-catcher at the position.

Pick 209: Jalen Camp – WR, Georgia Tech
Grade: A

Camp was one of those players who put on such a good pro day 
performance the Jaguars had to take a chance on him when he was 
still available in the sixth round. He posted a 4.43 in the 40-yard dash 
and put up 30 reps on the bench press, almost unheard of for a wide 
receiver. He could compete for the slot receiver job and create physical 
mismatches against the smaller slot corners. Camp has the potential to 
become a star if his potential is well developed in Jacksonville.

Final 2021 Jaguars Draft Grade: A-
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DEAR DUMBS:

I love the podcast and I look forward to reading your advice 
as well.

My name is Erica, and I’ve been having an issue with my 
mother for what seems like forever.

I’d really like to get along with her. I have great examples of 
this all around me. My friends seem to have great relationships 
with their mothers, and I can’t seem to connect with mine. I’ve 
tried, but it takes two. I’ve never really felt like she enjoys my 
company very much so I shouldn’t be surprised by this. I just 
thought age may have softened her some… But nope.

My question is, I’m wondering if I should keep trying. I’m 
pretty over feeling bad about this, and I know I have to move 
forward. I just don’t want her coming to me when it’s too late.

Thanks Shari and Terry.

ERICA
JACKSONVILLE, FL

TERRY: This is going to be interesting. It hits a little close to 

home. So, Shari, take it away!

SHARI: Oh boy, you’re right Terry. I’m the resident expert on this 
for sure. Erica, it is not you. Something happened when you were 
young, maybe an infant even, that stopped you from bonding 
with your mom. There’s not much information here to go on, but 
it could be that she feels she’s in some sort of competition with 
you. I feel this with my own mom. She doesn’t show very much 
pride in the person I’ve become. Whenever I’ve accomplished 
something, she has to interject that she’s done something similar. 
She can’t just let the focus be on someone else. It’s narcissistic of 
her, and it makes me resent her.

TERRY: I agree. I wish we had more information to go on here. 

Perhaps you can call an upcoming podcast, and we can get 

deeper. I find it odd that you seem to be the only one trying 

here. I see Shari being put through the paces by her mom, and 

it’s pretty painful. We all want to have the perfect relationship with 

our family, but I think the people who do are few and far between. 

What I’m saying is that this is normal. 

SHARI: Agreed. Totally normal, unfortunately. My friend Jane 

put it very succinctly once. She told me that when her mom died, 

while they did have a contentious relationship, she was confident 

that she had been a good daughter. I would tell you, Erica, that 

if your mom isn’t willing to try, then why should you? Why do we 

all have to accept bad behavior from family members when we 

wouldn’t do that with friends?

TERRY: I’ll tell you why. Because you and Erica are good people. 

There’s a very good chance that mom is going to need you in 

the future, and you will do everything you can to help. Then your 

mom will be thoughtful and kind and the real sadness will kick in 

over all the wasted time. The one thing you need to know Erica 

is that you’re in charge of how you feel here. Stand tall knowing 

that you’re doing your best. The bright side here is if you have 

a mate, they are currently very happy they don’t have all those 

holiday obligations. We get to play more Madden than those 

guys who have healthy, happy families. 

SHARI: Nice, Terry. Erica, I would suggest that you keep being 

a good daughter. But don’t look for any warm fuzzy moments. If 

it hasn’t happened by now, it’s not going to. When your mother 

passes, hopefully a long time from now, you can rest easy knowing 

you did your best and that you’re a good person.

TERRY: I feel your pain here because I personally witness it on a 

weekly basis. Shari is so right. Don’t look for her to act a certain 

way. You will only be disappointed. You nailed it, Erica, when you 

said “it takes two.” I feel bad for you and especially your mother. 

She’s very lucky to have you. I just wish she took the time to tell 

you.

REPLY: 

MISSED 
CONNECTIONS 
WITH MY MOTHER. 

ADULT ADVICE
SHARI AND TERRY JAYMES

LISTEN ON APPLE MUSIC 

I see my friends have great relationships with their 
parents. I just want the same. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/gang-of-two/id1445790435
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