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By BROOKE SJOBERG
Inquirer reporter

Litigation regarding the estate 
of J.B. Wells will likely see a trial 
in January, depending on deter-
minations made by Judge Polly 

Jackson Spencer, who is hearing 
the case in Gonzales County. 

Following the filing and argu-
ment of motions from both the 
City of Gonzales and Austin 
Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary in October for continu-
ing litigation regarding the estate 
of J.B. Wells, new rulings have 
been issued by Judge Spencer via 
email. The formal written orders 

for these rulings have not yet 
been filed. 

The City’s plea of jurisdiction 
for the case to be dismissed and 
motion for summary judgement 
which “assert sovereign immuni-
ty from Petitioner’s claims,” say-
ing that the city could not be 
sued, and the Seminary did not 
present enough evidence, was 
denied. 

The Seminary’s motion to 
change venue was denied, so the 
case will remain in Gonzales 
County Court. However, its 
motion for partial summary 
judgement was granted as to the 
point of the city’s use of mineral 
income “constituting a taking of 
the Seminary’s property.” This 
means that the judge has entered 
judgement regarding this claim as 

part of their case, where other 
claims will be determined in trial.

The suit, which began in 2017, 
alleges that the City of Gonzales 
has breached the contract of the 
will of J.B. Wells, which left 
approximately 300 acres of land 
to the city to be turned into a 
park. The Seminary alleges that 

Rulings made in J.B. Wells estate litigation
Trial in county

expected in January

By BROOKE SJOBERG
Inquirer reporter

Winterfest celebrations 
begin at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 4, with an outdoor 
showing of “Home Alone” 
in the downtown square. 

Festivities continue 
Saturday, Dec. 5 with the 
Rotary Club Breakfast with 
Santa drive thru pancake 
breakfast beginning at 9 
a.m. The Gonzales Noon 
Lions Club Chili, Bean, 
Stew and Bloody Marys 
Cook-off starts check-in 
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Turn 
in times will be: 12:30 p.m. 
for Bloody Marys, 1 p.m. 
for beans, 1:30 p.m. for chili 
and 2 p.m. for stew. 

From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
the Gonzales Historical 
Commission will be offer-
ing an architecture tour of 
the 1885 Gonzales County 
Jail, 1888 J.R. Randle 
Building, 1896 Gonzales 
County Courthouse, 1897 
Randle-Rather Building, 
and 1937 Gonzales 
Memorial Museum. The 
tour package for all five 
locations can be purchased 
for $35 at the Jail Museum, 
while tours for individual 
buildings will be $10 at the 
door. 

Several local businesses 
will be participating in 
Santa’s Local Market from 
10 a.m. to close. 

Local food trucks will be 
there, such as Baker Boys, 
Reyna’s, Texpresso, Pink 
Food Truck, La Bella Tavola 
and Sweets on the Streets. 
Arts and Craft vendors 
such as Purple Cactus 
Potteri will be offering 
come and go ornament 
painting, a cookie decorating 

Gonzales 
Winterfest 
is Dec. 4, 5

See WINTERFEST, page 14

By STEVE FOUNTAIN
Inquirer Publisher

Having a lot of interests tends 
to make a person more, well, 
interesting. But what if one of 
your interests is really four dif-
ferent interests rolled into one 
– and you’re good at all of them?

For Gonzales High School 
sophomore Cooper 
Lindemann-LaBuhn, his pas-
sion for hunting has landed him 
on a team that will represent 
Texas in the National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Championships 
in June.

In all, Texas is sending nine 
four-person teams to the 
nationals in Grand Island, 
Nebraska. But while the other 
eight teams will compete in 
individual events, Cooper’s 
team with compete in Hunting 
Skills, which requires partici-
pants to perform in four events: 
using a shotgun for sporting 
clays, a mussel-loader rifle for a 
three-dimensional target, a bow 
and arrow for a three- 

Cooper LaBuhn, a 15-year-old 
sophomore at Gonzales High 
School, will be represent-
ing Texas at the 4-H National 
Shooting Sports Champion-
ships in June. (Courtesy Photo)

GONZALES COUNTY 4-H

Local 
teen earns 

spot on 
state team

See TEAM, page 13

SANTA CAME TO TOWN

Dressed as Santa’s elves, Lisa Brown, District 4 City Councilman Rob Brown and Jennifer Meade 
ferried Santa through neighborhood streets in a decorated Jeep. (Brooke Sjoberg)

By BROOKE SJOBERG
Inquirer reporter

O n Nov. 29, elves Jennifer Meade, Lisa 
Brown and District 4 City Councilman 
Rob Brown gave Santa (Valmon Meade) 

a ride through District 4 – which Brown was 
elected in November to serve. 

Families watched from their patios as Santa 
waved and wished them a Merry Christmas. 
Rain delayed Santa for one day from the 
planned Nov. 28 tour. 

Lisa Brown said she organized Santa’s visit 
to bring a sense of normalcy for local children 
who otherwise would not have an opportunity 
to see Santa this holiday season.

“I wanted to bring Santa Claus to the chil-
dren,” Brown said. “With keeping social dis-

tance in mind, I thought the idea would be 
very uplifting during these times. I wanted to 
give to these children which possibly would 
not have an opportunity to see Santa. 

“This year has been a crazy one. Our chil-
dren need some type of normal within their 
lives. Santa was the answer for me. So Rob, 
Jessica and Valmon decided that they would 
help me make this happen.”

Winterfest Friday, Dec. 5
The Gonzales Main Street lighted 

Winterfest parade will take place in 
downtown Gonzales on Saturday, Dec. 5 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
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Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization with a Medicare 
contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal. Applicable 
to Humana Gold Plus H0028-030 (HMO). At Humana, it is important you are 
treated fairly. Humana Inc. and its subsidiaries comply with applicable Federal civil 
rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or religion. English: ATTENTION: 
If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are 
available to you. Call 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si 
habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. 
Llame al 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意：如果您使用繁體中文 
，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務 。請致電 1-877-320-1235 (TTY :711) 。

H0028-030-000-2021

Get the benefits 
you really 
want for a $0 
monthly premium
The Humana Medicare Advantage 
Humana Gold Plus H0028-030 (HMO) 
offers the same basic coverage as 
Original Medicare—but with extra 
benefits you want.
Make the switch and enjoy all the 
benefits you’ve come to expect with 
Humana, like:

•  $0 copay for each primary care visit

•  Hearing includes annual exam, fitting 
and $0 copay for Advanced-level 
hearing aids once every three years

•  Rides to your doctors—60 routine 
one-way trips

•  Meals delivered to you after a hospital 
stay

•  $2,000 dental coverage annually 
for exams, X-rays, cleanings, fillings 
and more

You get more than benefits with 
Humana. You also get a company that’s 
ready to answer any question, clear 
away confusion and help you make the 
most of your plan.

Call a licensed Humana 
sales agent

Erlinda "Linda" Ortivez

210-952-0644 
(TTY: 711)
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1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
December 3rd

Larry Hanks
Mattie Ramos

December 4th
Betsy Boenisch

Cheyenne Brown
Jerry Floyd

Bo Ivey
Clarence Opiela

Kim West

December 5th
Linda Falks
Richard Flax
Jacey Harkey

Sydney Hermann

Bobby Manning
Christian Melchor

Anita Rogers
Betty Jean Tharp
Rafaela Whiteley

December 6th
Bobby Cox

Abby Guerra
Ernie Martinez

Kenneth McNabb
James Reyes

December 7th
Sean Allen

A.J. Brzozowski
Elwyn Gibson

Karen Glover
April Iley

Natalie Knesek
Roy Maldonado

Christie Schroeder

December 8th
Trisha Becker
Daisy Freeman
Teresa Heximer
Joan Walshak

December 9th
Natalie Herman
Wyatt Johnson

Melissa Schauer

By BROOKE SJOBERG
Inquirer reporter

Gonzales County resi-
dents who are experienc-
ing hardships –  or those 
who want to help those in 
need – can turn to several 
local groups that will be 
helping out during this 
holiday season.

• Gonzales County 
Senior Citizens is collect-
ing slippers, socks, blan-
kets, space heaters, fans 
and toiletry items. 
Donations may be 
dropped off at 818 Seydler 
St.

• The Gonzales High 
School FFA is collecting 
toys for a Christmas gift 
drive. Donations can be 
made through FFA stu-
dents.

• Norma’s House is 
accepting donations, such 
as Christmas gifts or gro-
cery store gift cards, as 
well as working with fami-
lies who need them. 
Families seeking services 
from Norma’s House 
should call (830) 672-1278 
if in need for Thanksgiving 
or Christmas. 

• Gonzales Memorial 
Hospital is actively col-
lecting canned goods as 
well as receiving dona-
tions of “cleaned up” but 
used equipment such as 
walkers, crutches or 
wheelchairs as part of its 
durable medical exchange 
program. 

• The United Way of the 
Crossroads is seeking 
hosts for charity drives or 
volunteers as part of its Be 
a Santa For A Senior pro-
gram. Wish list items such 
as socks, slippers, blan-
kets, fans, space heaters, 
and toiletry gift baskets 
may be dropped off at 
Gonzales National Bank, 
1622 E Sarah DeWitt Dr. 
Items can also be purchase 
from their Amazon wish 
list. Monetary donations 
can be made to its online 
campaign.

If you have a charitable 
effort going this holiday 
season, please send infor-

mation at Brooke Sjoberg 
at brooke.sjoberg@gonza-
lesinquirer.com.

December
•  1827: December, a 

fort was completed, 
where St. Louis Street 
now meets Water Street; 
colonists returned to 
Gonzales from temporary 
settlement on the Lavaca 
River.

•  1845: On Dec. 29, 
Texas became a state, and 
Gonzales County is 
formed into present size 
and shape.

• 1853: Dec. 10, The 
Inquirer suggests that a 
sufficient number of seats 
be provided in future 
houses of worship because 
the previous Sunday there 
were about 250 people at 
the courthouse for servic-
es and some had to leave 
due to lack of seating.

• 1884: December, 
Judge Lewis declared that 
whittling would no longer 
be tolerated in the court-
room; Dec. 22, Judge 
Lewis declared that all 
entering the courtroom 
would be searched and all 

weapons confiscated.  
Three pistols were taken.

• 1910: Dec. 10, the pop-
ulation of Texas is now at 
3,896,542; Dec. 17, a new 
Pound Master has been 
appointed by the City 
Council as well as a new 
City Scavenger; Dec. 28, 
report that the Daughters 
of the American 
Revolution, Thomas 
Shelton Chapter (DAR) 
organized (actually 
formed on Dec. 26.).

• 1934: Dec. 5, Sheriff 
Sam Hart dumps 1,200 
gallons of liquor in street; 
Dec. 18, first Municipal 
Christmas tree, lighted, 
erected on Confederate 
Square. CP&L furnished 
lighting and electricity; 
local electricians provided 
labor; ladies of  the town 
decorated.  George McVea 
donated tree, a large native 
cedar. Several public pro-
grams planned, including 
caroling.  

— Compiled by Paul and 
Vicki Frenzel.

Gonzales Senior Citizens received a donation for its United Way Senior Santa project from Breitschopf-Cooper Realty 
on Tuesday, Dec. 1. The Senior Santa project is collecting slippers, socks, blankets, space heaters, fans and toiletry 
items. Donations may be dropped off at 818 Seydler St. In photo from right to left: Cari Breitschopf, Garen Reese, Sheri 
Schellenberg, Shirley Breitschopf, Rebekah Morgan, Lynnette Cooper, Carol Hardcastle. (Brooke Sjoberg)

GONZALES COUNTY HISTORY

Need help? Reach out to these efforts

SENIOR SANTA PROJECT DONATION

By BROOKE SJOBERG
Inquirer reporter

The Gonzales Economic 
Development Corporation Board of 
Directors met on Nov. 23 for its regu-
lar discussion of board business. This 
meeting included an amendment to 
the Articles of Incorporation for rec-
ommendation of approval by the city 
council.

Specifically, this amendment brings 
the articles of incorporation which 
dictate the residence parameters for 
any director of a Type B corporation 
into compliance with a state law that 
went into effect 11 years ago. The 
2007 law, Texas Local Government 
Code 505.052, which went into effect 
in 2009, states that board members 
for municipalities with populations 
less than 20,000 “must be a resident 
of that municipality, be a resident of 
the county in which the major part of 
the area of the municipality is locat-
ed; or reside; A) within 10 miles of 
the municipality’s boundaries; and B) 
in a county bordering the county in 
which most of the area of the munic-
ipality is located.”

The original articles from 1997 do 
state that a member of the board 
must be a resident of the city, but 
this section became out of date with 
the passing of Texas House Bill 
2278, which contains Texas Local 
Government Code 505.052.

Current Board President Andy 
Rodriguez, of Personal Impressions, 
said he is currently the only board 
member who does not reside within 
city limits. However, he does fall 
within 10 miles of the municipal 
boundary and has met the criteria 
since his appointment in April. 
Technically, this law states that any-
one residing within the county can 
serve on the board.

Absent at the meeting were Mayor 
Connie Kacir and Dan Blakemore. 
Rodriguez said that Blakemore’s 
absence was due to the outcome of 
the City Council election in which 
he lost his seat.

Director Jennifer Kolby, Vice-
President Meena Patel, Secretary 
Gerri Lawing, and Treasurer Larry 
Wehde voted in favor of passing the 
amendment, which will go before 

the City Council at its next meeting. 
Rodriguez abstained from the vote.

In other business:
• No action was taken for a busi-

ness incentive grant application, 
due to missing information. GEDC 
Director Jennifer Kolbe said that as 
the application was incomplete, a 
grant review committee could not 
hold a meeting to discuss it. 

• Minutes for the Oct. 26 meeting 
were approved.

• The Board voted to authorize 
Secretary Gerri Lawing to sign the 
amended GEDC bylaws which were 
approved by City Council on June 
13, 2019. This amendment was a 
separate matter from the amend-
ment regarding board members res-
idential status discussed at this 
meeting. Rodriguez said it simply 
had not been signed.

• An agenda item regarding the 
purchase of digital billboards for the 
Gonzales Industrial Park and down-
town area was tabled for the next 
meeting.

• The board received financial 
reports for October, with assets 
totaling $4,362,000.

GEDC brings articles of incorporation into compliance
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Daily Drink Specials 
& Daily Lunch Specials

Mon. - Fri.
4-6 pm

$5 House Margaritas
$4 Long Islands

$2 Domestic Bottles

520 Saint Paul • Gonzales
830-672-3647

www.therunningm.com

OUT BACK 
PATIO OPEN 
WEEKLY SPECIALS:

MON. – SALMON CROQUETTES
TUES. – LIVER & ONIONS

WED. – CALL FOR SPECIAL
THURS. – MEATLOAF

FRI. – BEEF TIP

MEAL PLANS
CASSEROLES

DESSERTS
PASTA SALAD

PEA SALAD

KITCHEN HOURS: 
Monday – Thursday

11am – 2 pm & 5pm – 9pm
Friday – 11am – 9pm

Check Facebook
or Call for Updates

NEW MENU ITEMS
GRILLED QUAIL   •   MAHI MAHI

BACON WRAPPED SHRIMP
CRAWFISH ETOUFFEE

TO GO ORDERS
AND DELIVERY 

ACCEPTED

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808

By BROOKE SJOBERG
Inquirer Reporter

A new Commissioner 
has been suggested by cur-
rent Gonzales Emergency 
Services District No. 1 to 
fill a vacant seat on the 
board. 

Commissioners suggest-
ed that Tony Stone, an 
Assistant Safety Manager 
for Holmes Foods from 
Nixon, might be a good fit 

for the board. Board 
Secretary Linda Carter, of 
Texas Benefits Solutions, 
said the board 
Commissioners were look-
ing for county-wide repre-
sentation, not just people 
who live in the City of 
Gonzales.

“That was one of our 
goals is to try to get people 
throughout the communi-
ty, not everybody just locat-
ed in good solid city. 
Because we want to be able 
to get the input from the 
outlying community.”

This recommendation 
will be made to County 

Judge Patrick C. Davis and 
the County Commissioners, 
being the county’s regula-
tory body.

October financials were 
also discussed at the meet-
ing. Carter said collections 
were higher than projected, 
at $100,509.58.

Emergency Medical 
Services responded to 248 
alarms and 145 emergency 
call transports for the 
month of October, with 
79% of transports directed 
to Gonzales Memorial 
Hospital. 115 emergency 
patients countywide were 
transferred to Gonzales 

Memorial Hospital with 31 
out-of-county transfers, 
which Carter said is an 
increase over the last two 
months. The EMS-EDS 
reported 60 refusals, or 
24% of calls, which is down 
from 28.5% last month. 

The district received 
$57,077.79 from the 
Gonzales Health 
Foundation, which was 
used to purchase life-saving 
tools commonly known as 
Jaws of Life, as well as an 
updated training dummy. 
Carter said funding has 
also been budgeted for cap-
ital improvements to the 

Gonzales station, such as 
replacement of the mat-
tresses, which she said are 
in rough shape.

“We need to improve our 
living quarters,” Carter 
said. “They’re there 48 
hours, so you need to have 
some good spaces to rest 
in.”

Carter said the EMS-ESD 
has also begun working on 
a proposal for a retirement 
plan for EMS staff, which 
they currently do not have.

In other business:
• The board continued 

discussion regarding the 
Nixon station, but deter-

mined that they are waiting 
for county determinations 
regarding land before pro-
ceeding. The board is set to 
tour the station during 
their next meeting in 
January. They will not be 
having a December meet-
ing.

• In the District 
Administrator’s report, 
EMS Director Eddie 
Callender shared that one-
part time paramedic and 
two full-time paramedics 
were hired in October. EMS 
staff also participated in 
trainings and visited a 
cadaver farm. 

Gonzales ESD No. 1 recommends new Commissioner

ELKS DONATE $6,000 TO LOCAL EFFORTS
On Tuesday, Nov. 3,  
the First Shot Cookoff- 
Elks Committee 
presented checks in the 
amount of $1,500 each  
to Foster Children 
Christmas Fund, Norma’s 
House, Gonzales County  
Senior Citizens and  
the Veteran’s Memorial. 
These funds were  
made available from  
the Lodge’s gun raffle.

Presenting and representing First Shot Cookoff-Elks, with a donation of $1,500 to Veterans Memorial are Joe Kotwig, 
Mary Ann Day, Lori Behlen and Shirley Breitschopf. Accepting the check for Veterans is Larry Mercer. (Photo by 
Brooke Sjoberg)

Shown presenting a check in the amount of $1500 to Norma’s House are Joe Kotwig, Mary Ann Day, Lori Behlen and 
Shirley Breitschopf. Receiving check on behalf of Norma’s House are Kim Davis, Joe Pat Nance, Debbie Fougerat, Kathy 
Schumacher and Charlie Mills, Judy Parks, Tanya Torres, Ashley Schurig and Barbara Stevenson and Deane Parsley-
Novosad. (Photo by Brooke Sjoberg)

 Presenting and representing First Shot Cookoff-Elks are Joe Kotwig, Mary Ann Day, Lori Behlen and Shirley Breitschopf. 
They are shown presenting a check to Kari Breitschopf, director for the Gonzales County Senior Citizens in the amount 
of $1500. (Photo by Brooke Sjoberg)

Joe Kotwig, Mary Ann Day, Lori Behlen and Shirley Breitschopf representing First Shot Cookoff-Elks are shown presenting 
a check for $1500 to go toward Foster Children’s Christmas Fund. Accepting check are Brenda Petru, Karen Fougerat, 
Noel Ince, Julie Boscamp and Jean Burns. (Photo by Brooke Sjoberg)

3									                         •	 •  GONZALESINQUIRER.COM  •  THURSDAY, DEC. 3, 2020@GonzInquirer /GonzalesInquirer

By CHRIS COBLER
Texas Press Association

The Texas Enterprise 
Fund took a hit for lack of 
transparency in a new 
research paper from 
the  National Freedom of 
Information Coalition.

The paper by journalist 
Steve Miller is titled “Invisible 
Incentives: How Secrecy 
Impedes Evaluation and 
Accountability of Economic 
Development Subsidies.” 
Part of the paper spotlights 
the Texas Enterprise Fund, 
which the Legislature created 
in 2003 to provide taxpayer 
money to companies in 
exchange for the promise of 
jobs. 

“But in numerous cases, 
the money has been paid and 
the companies left shortly 
after the deal was completed, 
taking the jobs with them,” 
the paper’s author writes. 
“The public rarely hears of it, 

and the money spent is rarely 
recouped, although because 
of the opacity surrounding 
the TEF, it’s difficult to dis-
cern if any financial recovery 
by the state is achieved.”

The problem is the same 
across most states, according 
to the paper, which con-
cludes with this recommen-
dation: “Opening the 
records, fully, is the best start 
to handing the decision to 
the public.”

Renae Eze, Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s spokesperson, 
responded in a statement to 
the researcher’s assertions.

“When he first entered 
office in 2015, Gov. Abbott 
established procedures to 
ensure the protection of tax-
payer money and transpar-
ency in the spending pro-
cess, including changing the 
Texas Enterprise Fund 
requirements to be perfor-
mance-based, meaning these 
companies must first meet 

their contracted job require-
ments before any state 
money is paid out,” she stat-
ed. “Companies must also 
remain and maintain those 
jobs for an extra year on the 
contract period. If a compa-
ny falls short, it will be held 
accountable to the hard-
working people of Texas 
through provisions that 
enable us to clawback our 
grant.” 

Plans for first vaccinations
Texas is preparing to dis-

tribute the COVID-19 vac-
cination to medical staff and 
other first responders later 
this month.

“Texas is ready to distrib-
ute these vaccines in the 
coming days,” Gov. Greg 
Abbott  tweeted Sunday, 
sharing a Wall Street Journal 
news story about United 
Airlines operating charter 
flights to position doses of 
Pfizer Inc.‘s COVID-19 vac-

cine for quick distribution if 
the shots are approved by 
regulators.

Earlier, Abbott and the 
State Department of Health 
Services announced 
their  guiding principles of 
vaccine distribution. Texas 
will initially allocate vaccines 
based on the following crite-
ria:

• Protecting health care 
workers.

• Protecting frontline 
workers.

• Protecting vulnerable 
populations who are at great-
er risk.

• Mitigating health inequi-
ties.

• Data-driven allocations 
using the best available sci-
entific evidence and epide-
miology.

• Geographic diversity that 
considers access in urban 
and rural communities.

• Transparency with the 
public.

Texas researcher spotlights ‘invisible incentives’
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Letters to the Editor Policy
It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage reader 

participation on its Opinion page. Diverse and varied 
opinions are welcomed. Because of space limitations, 
we must limit all contributors to one letter per 
person per month. Letters of 400 words or less will be 
published unless they contain language or content that 
the editors feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales County, from 
a resident of Gonzales County, or in response to a 
story that appears in print or online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters to be 
rejected include the following:

•	 Confusing or unclear points.
•	 Crude language.
•	 Poor taste.

•	 Disrespectful comments regarding a group’s or 
individual’s ethnicity, gender, religion, culture, sexual 
orientation or race.

•	 Other incendiary language or remarks.
•	 Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or services.
•	 Poetry.
•	 Personal attacks.
•	 “Thank You” letters that go beyond general 

thanks to the community; attempt to serve as an 
advertisement for a company, individual or political 
party; or is submitted in lieu of a paid “Thank You” 
advertisement.

•	
During periods ahead of an election, The Inquirer 

does not accept letters to the editor urging voters 
to vote for or against candidates in local elections. 

Endorsements should be displayed in political 
advertising. In light of this policy, we reserve the right 
to reject or edit letters for references to candidates 
and whether or not they should be elected. The 
Inquirer will accept letters expressing views on bond 
measures, constitutional amendments and other such 
issues. Letters will not be accepted once early voting 
has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish factually 
incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the newspaper 
will be published. Letters to a third party or those 
written to more than one newspaper are not 
accepted. “Wallpaper” – submissions that are in 
large part copied-and-pasted from another author or 
organization – will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter writers 

should address the issue at hand. Discourse should be 
civil and people should be referred to in a respectful 
manner. Letters referring to news stories should also 
mention the headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include the writer’s 
street address or route address telephone number, 
which will be used for verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
•	 Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
•	 U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, Gonzales, 

Texas, 78629
•	 In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul Street, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in a digital 
format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to Publisher 
Steve Fountain, (432) 336-2281. 

Staff

U ncle Mort’s “throw-
away” lines grow 
mountainous in 

trash heaps on his place 
back in the thicket.

Some heard, though, are 
“keepers,” worthy of repeat-
ed consideration.

When still in his 90s, 
he warned about paying 
the least bit of attention to 
kitchen recipes that have 
unrecognizable or multi-
syllabic words, exotic wines 
or ingredients to be “folded 
in.” He also said upon sight-
ing the words “foie de gras,” 
one should “duck” into 
simpler, less “uppity” reci-
pes. Finally, he suggested 
avoiding recipes running in 
large, metropolitan news-
papers….

*****
“Look for  ’em in com-

munity newspapers, where 
Mort claims they are more 
lovingly shared, often 
handed down to daugh-
ters, granddaughters, great-
grands, etc.” I spotted such 
a recipe in a recent edition 
of Granbury’s Hood Coun-
ty News.

The stew recipe – traced 
by columnist Nancy Pricer 
to her late mother-in-law – 
first saw light of day in The 
Norman Rockwell Illustrat-
ed Cookbook.

Anything associated with 
Rockwell is fine stuff, ad-
vantaged by a name with 
a distinctive “down home” 
feel….

*****
Several years  ago, my 

wife of 54 years bought a 
“cutesy” wall hanging, stat-
ing “Kitchen is Closed.”

She meant it. Dipping 
deep into the well of com-
promise, I agreed to taking 
on cooking chores if she’d 
accept KP duties.

Brenda agreed. I mess up; 
she cleans up….

*****
Now, back  to the stew 

recipe. At the risk of “quib-
bling,” I don’t like the name: 

“Lazy Lady Stew.” Now I’m 
not believing for a minute 
that Old Norman would 
have given in to “reverse 
chauvinism.” After all, he 
painted pictures of numer-
ous lazy men.

Who knows? Maybe his 
own grandmother provided 
this recipe, but he dared not 
offend her by suggesting a 
different name.

I plowed into rounding 
up the ingredients, noting 
that only three have more 
than two syllables – po-
tatoes, tomatoes and on-
ions….

*****
If your  appetite is whet-

ted, and/or you happen to 
remember those marvelous 
Rockwell paintings that for 
decades appeared weekly 
on the cover of  The Satur-
day Evening Post, following 
is the “Lazy Lady Stew” rec-
ipe, with added comments 
that I think make it even 
better. 

Here are the ingredients: 
2 lbs. cubed stew meat, 
1 10-oz. package frozen 
peas, 2 cup sliced carrots, 2 
chopped onions, 2 potatoes, 
peeled and sliced about ½ 
inch thick, 1 tsp salt, dash 
of black pepper (maybe 1/3 
tsp), 1 can cream of tomato 
soup, ½ of soup can of wa-
ter and 1 bay leaf.

Bake in a 275-degree 
oven for six hours….

*****
Wait up!  I don’t expect 

anything to truly bake at 
275 degrees. If it does, it’ll 
be as rare as pine trees in 
West Texas.

I followed other instruc-
tions almost to the let-
ter, except I immediately 

crossed out peas, which I 
don’t enjoy unless they are 
“blackened.” Instead, I sub-
stituted a 10-oz package of 
mixed vegetables. It never 
hurts to add celery, so I did. 
And water chestnuts, too. 
(Bay leaves may be multi-
plied to suit your taste, or 
eliminated if you choose.)

Now, back to the baking 
modifications. I tossed all 
ingredients into a crockpot, 
setting the temperature on 
high for eight hours. (An 
hour or so may be trimmed 
off IF the potatoes are cut in 
dice-sized cubes.

Otherwise, you’ll wind 
up with a dish you’ll oth-
erwise like, but object to 
chomping into not-fully-
cooked potatoes.)...

*****
My wife offered “thumbs 

up” on the stew, but mut-
tered about my using meat 
tenderizer next time. I 
thought the cubed beef was 
plenty tender, but some 
battles simply are not worth 
waging. 

During her “cooking 
years,” she also preferred 
simple recipes. I chuckle at 
the thought of her mother 
standing at her side for the 
“cake-cutting” at our wed-
ding reception, saying, “Re-
member, dear, you must use 
the sharp edge.”

Since I’ve modified the 
recipe, I may enter the fair 
competition--no, not the 
state fair, but the county 
fair. I may call it “Chef 
Newbury’s Old-Tyme Stew.” 
That’s the way Cracker Bar-
rel would spell it….

*****
Dr. Newbury is a for-

mer educator who writes 
weekly and is a longtime 
public speaker. Comments/
speaking inquiries to:   
n e w b u r y @ s p e a k e rd o c .
com. Phone: 817-447-3872. 
Web site:  www.speakerdoc.
com Twitter: @donnewbury. 
Facebook: don newbury

Stew gets no better…
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Bring back poetry!
It is my opinion.
We are missing a lot of ‘spirit lifting’; we 

could all use these days, by your not ac-
cepting “Poetry.” Poetry is what poets do. 
Worthy, just like the service you do unto 
others …

The poets’ paint-brush is also “words.” 

Not to mention, this Lord says, “He knows 
our thoughts – before – we know them.

It’s all probably ‘his’ poetry.
Asking your consideration for “Po-

etry”…
Sincerely,

Jean Hrncirik
Bebe, Texas

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Democrats threaten  
God’s ‘Free-Will Law’

God gave each one of us, His children, 
His gift of, ‘Free-Will,’ to make our own 
decisions and choices in life.

God’s Law of, ‘Free-Will,’ to all human-
ity is violated, when human beings (Dem-
ocrats) take it upon themselves to Force-
Their-Will on other human beings.

Under God’s ‘Free-Will Law’ – I cannot 
tell you how to run your life, and you do 
not have the right to tell me how to run 
my life.

Government (Democrats) – comprised 
of fallible human beings – is attempting 
to Force-Their-Will (Obamacare) on us 
again (Socialism) in January 2021.

The Democrats will be violating God’s 
‘Free-Will Law’ – again – to achieve their 
overall sadistic agenda.

America is God’s country, and is not 
the Democrat’s country.

America must beware of the new fal-
lible administrations (Democrats) agen-
da, and made aware of the consequences 
if they succeed to veto America’s Bill of 
Rights, and, our individual inalienable 
right of – ‘Free-Will.’

American Patriots, and our military, 
must Stand Together, and Not Stand 
Down, and DEFY the Democrats Evil-
Will upon our Free Nation.

Rick Sulik
Senior Citizen, Retired

Shiner

The following text is a 
transcription of the enrolled 
original of the Joint Resolution 
of Congress proposing the Bill 
of Rights, which is on perma-
nent display in the Rotunda at 
the National Archives 
Museum. The spelling and 
punctuation reflects the origi-
nal.

Amendment I
Congress shall make no 

law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress 
of grievances.

Amendment II
A well regulated Militia, 

being necessary to the securi-
ty of a free State, the right of 
the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment III
No Soldier shall, in time of 

peace be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of 
the Owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be pre-
scribed by law.

Amendment IV
The right of the people to 

be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, 

against unreasonable search-
es and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no Warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable 
cause, supported by Oath or 
affirmation, and particularly 
describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized.

Amendment V
No person shall be held to 

answer for a capital, or other-
wise infamous crime, unless 
on a presentment or indict-
ment of a Grand Jury, except 
in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the Militia, 
when in actual service in time 
of War or public danger; nor 
shall any person be subject for 
the same offence to be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb; 
nor shall be compelled in any 
criminal case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process 
of law; nor shall private prop-
erty be taken for public use, 
without just compensation.

Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecu-

tions, the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and pub-
lic trial, by an impartial jury of 
the State and district wherein 
the crime shall have been 
committed, which district 
shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be 

informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compul-
sory process for obtaining wit-
nesses in his favor, and to 
have the Assistance of Counsel 
for his defence.

Amendment VII
In Suits at common law, 

where the value in controver-
sy shall exceed twenty dollars, 
the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved, and no fact 
tried by a jury, shall be other-
wise re-examined in any Court 
of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the 
common law.

Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be 

required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusu-
al punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX
The enumeration in the 

Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny 
or disparage others retained 
by the people.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated 

to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people.

THE U.S. BILL OF RIGHTS

WHERE TO WRITE
President 
Donald J. Trump (R)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Please include your email 
address.
Phone numbers:
Comments: 202-456-1111
Switchboard: 202-456-1414
FAX: 202-456-1414 
Comments: 202-456-6213
Visitors Office: 202-456-2121

United States Senator 
John Cornyn (R)
Washington Office:
517 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-2934
Fax: 202-228-2856
Austin Office:
221 W. Sixth St., Suite 1530
Austin, TX 78701
Phone: 512-469-6034
	
United States Senator 
Ted Cruz (R)
Washington D.C. Office
185 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

Austin Office:
300 E. 8th Street, Suite 961
Austin, TX 78701
Phone: 512-916-5834
Email: scheduler@cruz. 
senate.gov

United States Representative 
District 27
Michael Cloud (R)
Washington, D.C. Office:
117 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone 202-225-7742
Fax: 202-226-1134
Corpus Christi Office:
101 N. Shoreline Blvd.,  
Suite 300
Corpus Christi, TX 78401
Phone: 361-884-2222
Fax: 361-884-2223
Victoria Office:
5606 N. Navarro St., Suite 203
Victoria, TX 77904
Phone: 361-884-2222

Texas State Senate District 18
Lois Kolkhorst (R)
Capitol Office:
Room 3E.2
P.O. Box 12068
Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711

Phone: 512-463-0118
Fax: 512-475-3736
District Address:
P.O. Box 1867 Brenham, TX 
77834
Phone: 979-251-7888
Fax: 979-251-7968

Texas State Representative 
District 17
John Cyrier (R)
Capitol Office:
Room E2.314
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768
Phone: 512-463-0682

Texas State Board of 
Education
Marisa B. Perez (D)
P.O. Box 276406
San Antonio, Texas 78227
Phone: 210-317-4651

25th District Court
Judge William Old, III
211 West Court Street
Seguin, TX 78155
Phone: 830-303-4188
Fax: 830-379-0633
Email: bill.old@co.guadalupe.
tx.us



Q. Our tomatoes were 
doing well. We have Red 
Snapper, Celebrity, and 
Tycoon plus Ruby Crush 
and BHN 968. The cherry 
tomatoes have been pro-
ducing for 6 weeks and the 
large tomatoes for nearly a 
month. Now, however half 
of the large tomatoes have 
spider mites. What is your 
advice? 

A. Keep harvesting the 
fruit but if the infested 
plants get loaded with mites 
and webs you may want to 
pull the most heavily in-
fested plants. Removing 
the heavily affected plants 
will slow the spread to the 
less affected. If we get some 
more cool weather that may 
also help to allow more 
fruit to mature.  We are into 
the fall season; the idea now 
is to just harvest as much as 
the plants and weather al-
low. I have been spraying 
my plants with water under 
pressure thinking it may 
also slow down spider mite 
reproduction. 

Q. What are the grue-
some looking bugs with 
wide legs on my toma-
toes? They are dime size 
and hang together in large 
groups. They are reluctant 
to fly even when I brush 
them off the plant. I guess 
I could ignore them if they 
are not hurting the fruit, 

but I would prefer remov-
ing them! Is there a reason-
able insecticide to use?

A. I believe you are de-
scribing leaf-footed bugs 
which are related to stink 
bugs. They do feed on the 
juices in your tomatoes and 
leave scar tissue. If you have 
any Sevin left, it works to 
control leaf-footed bugs. I 
have also had success with 
malathion. Follow the label 
instructions. 

Q. We recently moved 
to Texas from the North-
east. We had acid soil and 
were reluctant to use oak 
leaves for mulch because of 
the tannins. Is it different 
here with the alkaline soil? 
My neighbor eagerly took 
the pecan leaves we raked 
for his compost pile and 
mulch. 

A.  Leaves are valuable 
here in Central Texas for 
organic material. Use them 
for mulch or in the com-
post pile. It even works to 
let the leaves decompose 
on the lawn. I am not ab-
solutely sure, but I think 

gardeners in the acid rain 
and soil regions have re-
vised their opinion of the 
value of leaves even if they 
are a source of tannins and 
acidity.  Organic material is 
valuable in almost all situ-
ations.

Q. We successfully grew 
sweet peas last year and 
now I see some of last years 
seeds have sprouted. Do 
you think it will work to 
transplant the seedlings to 
a different part of the yard 
where we have a trellis?

A. Yes, for most success 
transplant small seedlings. 
Another option is to use 
tomato cages for seasonal 
trellises on the old site.  The 
attractive blooms and fra-
grance of sweet peas makes 
them desirable for garden 
beds and for cut flowers 
brought in the house. 

Q. Is it a problem that 
the leaves dropped from 
our peach tree when we 
sprayed it with copper 
hydroxide as you recom-
mended? 

A. No, that is one of the 
reasons why we wait until 
after November 1 to spray 
peaches with copper hy-
droxide to reduce bacterial 
infections. It is also time 
to spray horticultural oil 
to control scale insects on 
fruit trees.  Follow label in-
structions. 

AGRICULTURE
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Graham Land & Cattle Co.
3732 U.S. Highway 183 S • Gonzales, TX
672-6504 • www.grahamfeedyard.com

December 6
J&K Productions

Team Roping

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

By CHRIS COBLER
Texas Press Association

Texas A&M research-
ers  announced a break-
through  in fighting agri-
cultural plant diseases.

Kranthi Mandadi, 
a  Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research  scientist and as-
sociate professor in Tex-
as A&M’s Department 

of Plant Pathology and Mi-
crobiology, has been work-
ing on developing new 
biological technologies. 
Mandadi and his team are 
based at the  Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research and Ex-
tension Center in Weslaco.

The diseases cause bil-
lions of dollars of damage 
each year. The U.S. citrus 
industry alone would save 

$3 billion a year through 
control of just one of these 
diseases – citrus greening. 
Additionally, the pathogen 
that causes Pierce’s disease 
in grapes is the No.1 threat 
to the $1 billion wine in-
dustry in Texas.

The new technologies 
allow scientists to better 
study the pathogens and 
combat them.

STAFF REPORT

Signup for the Corona-
virus Food Assistance Pro-
gram 2 (CFAP 2) will con-
tinue through Friday, Dec. 
11. CFAP 2 provides eli-
gible producers with direct 
financial assistance due to 

market disruptions and as-
sociated costs because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

CFAP 2 is a separate 
program from the first 
round of the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program, 
now referred to as CFAP 1. 
Farmers and ranchers who 

participated in CFAP 1 will 
not be automatically en-
rolled and must complete a 
new application for CFAP 
2. More information can 
be found at  www.farmers.
gov/cfap or by contacting 
the office at 830-672-7511, 
Ext. 2.

Nixon Livestock
Commission, Inc.

Sale date: November 30
Cattle: 407
Steers:
200-300 lbs.: $134-144-165
300-400 lbs.: $133-143-190
400-500 lbs.: $129-139-188
500-600 lbs.: $113-123-156
600-700 lbs.: $111-121-137
700-800 lbs.: $106-116-126
Heifers:
200-300 lbs.: $107-117-160
300-400 lbs.: $106-116-140
400-500 lbs.: $114-124-141
500-600 lbs.: $106-116-141
600-700 lbs.: $102-112-122
700-800 lbs: $97-107-111
Slaughter Cows: $24-58
Slaughter Bulls: $46-85
Stocker cows: $450-760
Pairs: None

Hallettsville Livestock
Commission Co., Inc.
Sale date: November 24

Cattle on hand: 2060
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $39-58
Utility & Fat Cows: $35-52
Lightweight Canner  Cows: 
$23-35
Poor/Weak: $15-25
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $77-84
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $70-78
Lightweight Canner Bulls:  
$55-70
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: 
$900-1375 
Medium Stocker Cows & 
Heifers: $625-750

Good Cow & Calf Pairs: $1275-
1625
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: 
$800-1025
Stocker & Feeder Calves & 
Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $145-205
200-300 lbs.: $145-195
300-400 lbs.: $138-172.50
400-500 lbs.: $135-167.50
500-600 lbs.: $115-137.50
600-700 lbs.: $110-130
700-800 lbs.: $98-124
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $130-170
200-300 lbs.: $115-157.50
300-400 lbs.: $115-152.50
400-500 lbs.: $110-145
500-600 lbs.: $102-128
600-700 lbs.: $100-115
700-800 lbs: $95-112.50
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 lbs.: $125-180
The market this week was a 
little lower overall. No. 1 
classes sold steady to $5 lower 
on Good Demand. Overall 
average was $3 lower. Large 
supplies in all areas and lack of 
rainfall hurting. 
Packer cows and bulls sold $2 
to $3 higher on approx. 275 
hd. Total.
If we can help with marketing 
your livestock, please call 361-
798-4336

A nuclear option isn’t the 
first step with spider mites

Breakthrough in plant disease defense

CFAP 2 sign-up deadline is Dec. 11

HEY WAELDER!
YOU CAN NOW BUY THE GONZALES INQUIRER 

AT THESE LOCATIONS.

•Cross Vine Market •J Bar B  •Waelder Shell
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The GVEC board room was 
the location for a quick meet-
and-greet Monday afternoon 
between community leaders and 
new U.S. Rep. Michael Cloud 
(R-Victoria) as he made a swing 
through Congressional District 
27 after spending the past two 
weeks as the newest member to 
congress. 

Cloud was in the district host-
ing several “mobile office hours” 
and Gonzales was in between 
scheduled public stops in Luling 
and Hallettsville. The local meet-

ing was billed as a meeting with 
the “county judge, mayors, and 
city managers” to get a feel for 
what the community needed 
and what he could perhaps pro-
vide. Taking the congressman 
up on his offer for the listening 
session was GVEC CEO Darren 
Schauer, Gonzales EDC Presi-
dent Genora Young, Gonzales 
Police Chief Tim Crow, Gon-
zales County Sheriff Matt At-
kinson, Chamber of Commerce 
Director Daisy Scheske, Texan 
Nursing and Rehab Adminis-
trator Amanda Frederick, and 
GVEC Economic Development 

Coordinator Gerri Lawing. Each 
person was able to chime in and 
give their two cents worth on 
what was going on in their par-
ticular professions.

Cloud began the meeting by 
getting to know the crowd. He 
said that he was elected to help 
clean up Washington, D.C., and 
that the first job of a congress-
man is to be a good listener. He 
also spoke of how surreal it was 
to be a member of the United 
States Congress and the process 
in which he was sworn in — 

Cloud descends on Gonzales

Gonzales Police Chief Tim Crow gives some feedback to new Gonzales 
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinic december 2020 

Urology 
Robert Ryan, III, M.D. 
(830) 379-8491 
 
Ophthalmology 
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D. 
(830) 379-3937 
Erin M Jacob, O.D. 
(830) 379-3937 
 
Orthopedics 
Trent Twitero, M.D. 
(830) 625-0009 
 
Podiatry 
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A. 
(830) 303-0005 
Charles White, D.P.M 
(830) 303-0005 
 
Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine 
(512) 821-2540 
 
 

LOCATED AT THRIVE: 
 
Orthopedics                       Surgery                                                 Cardiology                             Dermatology                        
Gloria Box, M.D.                    Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                  William Craig, M.D.                    Dr. Desai                   
(830) 672 - 8497                     (830) 672 – 8497                                          (830) 672 – 3854                          (713) 864-2659 

Audiology 
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist 
(830) 372-2237 
 
Chiropractic 
Jeff Echols, DC 
(512)799-6811 
 
Counselor 
Kim Wilgus, MA, LPC 
(361)935-6240 
 
Dermatology 
Vicente Quintero, M.D. 
(830) 626-5551 
Dr Desai  
(713) 864-2659 
 
Nephrology 
Azhar M. Malik, M.D. 
(361)-576-0011 
George Osuchukwu, MD 
(361)576-0011 
Yong Du, MD 
(361)576-0011 
 
 
 

Buffi  ngton
Funeral Home

(830) 672-3322

~ Also Off ering Pre-Need
Funeral Planning ~

424 Saint Peter, Gonzales, TX 78629
www.preneedfuneral.Texas.gov

Capitol 
Monument, Co.
Memorials • Curbing
• Bronze • Statues
• Lettering • Repairs

• Restorations

“We don’t just talk 
quality, we cut it

in stone”
5233 N. US 183 Gonzales

830-672-7929
M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1

Toll Free: 1-800-637-5182
www.capitolmonument.com

Working with people & 
Cemeteries through Care, 

Service and Quality
Since 1963
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Esther Juengermann died 
peacefully at her home late 
Saturday night, Nov. 21, 
2020.  She was 96 years old.

The sixth of seven chil-
dren of Willie and Helena 
Wefer Rossow, Esther was 
born April 3, 1924 on a 
farm in Gonzales County. 
She had a happy childhood 
with good memories of 
farm life. The depression 
upon them, “Essie” and her 
siblings helped their par-
ents on the farm. The chil-
dren and grandchildren 
heard the true tales of pick-
ing cotton and other neces-
sary, but difficult, farm 
jobs.

Esther finished high 
school in Gonzales. The 
first of her family to attend 
college, she went to Texas 
State University in San 
Marcus, then called 
Southwest Texas State 
Teachers College, where she 
worked her way through 
college. It was with the help 
and support of her family, 
especially her sister-in-law, 
Mildred Rossow, that made 
an impossibility a possible 
reality. She graduated with a 
BS in Education and began 
a teaching career that she 
loved, which spanned close 
to 35 years. She taught 
everything from Home 
Economics to Physical 
Science.

Esther and Jack 
Juengermann, whom she 
had known since child-
hood, began dating when 
he returned from WWII. 
They married on June 23, 
1948, in Corpus Christi. 
They had one child, 
Jennifer Leah. The family 
lived and worked in several 
towns before settling in 
San Antonio where they 
lived for many years. They 
were longtime members of 
Christ Lutheran Church of 
Alamo Heights. After mov-
ing to Fort Worth in 2006 
to be near their daughter, 
grandchildren, and great 
grandchild they became 
members of Trinity 
Lutheran Church.

After retiring from their 
careers, as a teacher and 
commercial pilot, Esther 
and Jack enjoyed traveling, 
playing bridge, and having 
fun with friends. They 

were happily married for 
69 years until Jack’s death 
on April 7, 2018.

She was the last of the 
Rossow children to claim 
her reward. Her parents, 
and her siblings, Johnny 
Rossow, George Rossow, 
Alma Rossow, Bertha 
Baker, Lillie Dullnig, and 
Nora Arhelger lit the way 
for her— as did her beloved 
husband, Jack.

In addition to her daugh-
ter, Jennifer Hill and son-
in-law, Ken, Esther is sur-
vived by her grandchildren, 
Elisabeth Fairbanks and 
husband John, and Rebecca 
Hill and partner, Fulton; 
and great-grandchild, 
Hunter Rodriguez.

Due to the constraints of 
COVID 19 there will be a 
small committal service 
held privately in Dallas-
Fort Worth National 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, con-
sideration of contributions 
to local food banks or 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
in her memory, is suggest-
ed.

ROBERTSON 
MUELLER HARPER

Funerals, Cremations & 
Life Celebrations

1500 Eighth Avenue – 
Fort Worth, Texas 76104

817-924-4233

James Paul Benedict, 96, 
went to be with the Lord 
on Nov. 23, 2020. He was 
born Sept. 24, 1924 in 
Belmont Texas, to Henry 
Paul and Olga Emma 
Soefjie Benedict. James 
“Buddy” Benedict was the 
oldest of three siblings, one 
of them his twin sister. He 
married his long-time 
sweetheart Agnes Ann 
Wurz on Sept. 19, 1948. 
They started their life 
together in El Paso TX.  
Buddy retired from 25 
years of service with 
Halliburton as a Diesel 
Mechanic and 20 years 
with the Gonzales County 
Maintenance Department.  
James had honorably 
served in the United States 
Army Air Corp in WWII.

Bud grew up at their 
home place in Belmont lis-
tening to his daddy and 
family play music. He 
loved to dance and be with 
his family. He also enjoyed 
time with the guys and 
spent many years hunting 
at their deer lease. His life 
revolved around work and 
play, and he was always 
known as the one folks 
could count on, his word 
was his bond. He is sur-
vived by his son Hank 
Benedict and wife Dawn; 
daughter, LouAnn Norton 
and husband Butch; grand-
daughters, Kody Campbell, 
Kari Gothard and husband 
Shane, Natalie Land and 
husband Gordon, 
Christina Benedict and a 
grandson, Anthony 
B enedict .  Great-
grandchildren, Rebecca 
Bender, Cole Harris, Tyler 
Wright, Jake Wright, Darla 
Campbell, Patrick and 
Michael Benedict. And 
one great-great grand-
daughter, Haysleigh Jo 
Wright. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, par-
ents, twin sister, Joyce 
Duncan and sister, Betty 
Arnett. 

Graveside service was 
held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 

Nov. 28 in the Belmont 
Cemetery with Pastor Paul 
Smith officiating and the 
Luling American Legion 
Honor Guard. Pallbearers: 
Tyler Wright, Jake Wright, 
Butch Norton, Shane 
Gothard, Anthony Benedict 

and Gordon Land. 
Memorials may be made to 
the Parkinson’s Foundation, 
200 SE 1st Street, Suite 800, 
Miami, FL 33131.  Friends 
may sign the guest register 
and leave condolences to the 
family by visiting www.sey-
dlerhillfuneralhome.com.  

Due to current CDC, 
State and local mandates, 
protective measures regard-
ing social distancing, limit-
ed attendance capacity, and 
use of personal protective 
masks will be required for 
the graveside burial rite.  
Services are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home 906 St. 
Paul Gonzales, Texas 
78629.  

Nathan Elder Wheat, age 
84, of Nixon, peacefully 
entered eternal rest on 
Friday evening, Nov. 27, 
2020. He was at his child-
hood home surrounded by 
his family. Nathan was born 
on March 10, 1936 at Dr. 
Elder’s Crestview Hospital 
in Nixon to Jack Madison 
and Florine (Elder) Wheat. 
Nathan lived a very blessed, 
happy life; born and raised 
in Nixon, he graduated 
from Nixon High School in 
1954. He graduated from 
Texas Technological College 
(now Texas Tech University) 
in 1958 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture.

He married his high 
school sweetheart, Dixell 
Hewell, at the First Baptist 
Church in Nixon on 
December 7, 1957. He soon 
joined the United States 
Army, and he and Dixell 
moved to Augusta, Georgia 
where he was stationed at 
Fort Gordon. After proudly 
serving in our military, with 
babies in tow, they returned 
home to Nixon where he 
began his teaching career 
and continued his family’s 
ranching tradition.

As an educator, Mr. 
Wheat touched the lives of 
so many in the Nixon and 
Smiley communities. He 
followed in his grandmoth-
er’s and mother’s footsteps 
as teacher, principal, bus 
driver, and driver’s educa-
tion teacher. Stories tell 
that his students loaded 
many tractor parts and 
farm implements in the 
trunk of the driver’s ed car! 
Nathan and Dixell enjoyed 
working with school 
groups and chaperoned 
countless Senior Trips. Oh, 
the stories they have! Being 
honored as “Teacher of the 
Year” in 1992, he was the 
epitome of a teacher and 
would use any opportunity 
to share his knowledge and 
love of learning.

Saying Nathan was very 
involved in his community 
is truly an understatement. 
He believed in kindness, 
service, and paying-it-for-
ward. Over the years, he 
dedicated his time and effort 
to numerous organizations 
including, but not limited 
to, the Nixon Boy Scout 
Troop, Nixon Mahan-

Patteson American Legion 
Post 547, Nixon-Smiley 
EMS, Feather Fest, Nixon 
Lions Club, and Nixon-
Smiley Livestock Show. 
Raised in the First Baptist 
Church of Nixon, he also 
dedicated many hours to the 
First United Methodist 
Church of Nixon, where his 
family attended. He was 
honored as “Citizen of the 
Year” in 1988.

Nathan continued his 
grandfather’s and father’s 
legacy with membership in 
the Nixon Masonic Lodge, 
and commitment to the San 
Marcos Commandery and 
the Alzafar Shrine, earning 
his 50 year pin from the 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine 
in 2011. In 1998, he received 
the Golden Trowel award 
from The Grand Lodge of 
Texas A.F. and A.M. 

As a member of the Texas 
Tech Alumni Association, 
Nathan loved his Red 
Raiders and continued trips 
back to Lubbock for tailgate 
parties, football games, and 
reunions with his “Third 
Floor East Sneed Hall” 
gang, even including their 
50th reunion in 2008. 
Floating the Frio River (in 
his jeans and black socks!) 
and fishing along the Texas 
Coast were lifelong trea-
sured happenings with fam-
ily and friends.

Nathan became a Life 
Member (#466) of the San 
Antonio Livestock Show in 
1948, and he supported this 
organization up until the 
weekend before his passing. 
He was a tireless member of 
S.A.L.E. Trail Ride 
Committee, was chosen 
Committeeman of the Year 
in 2006, and selected as an 
Honorary Director in 2012.

Endless, wonderful mem-
ories were made spending 

time with his trailride fami-
ly, extending across Central 
and South Texas. 
Innovatively converting a 
stock trailer to a cook trailer, 
with all amenities possible, 
Nathan became the one 
everyone depended on for a 
hot cup of coffee, meals 
along the trail, benefits, and 
cook-offs. Nathan was a 
charter member of the 
Cross Country Trail Riders 
of Nixon, a member of the 
Sandhills Trail Drivers of La 
Vernia, the S.A.L.E. Trail 
Ride Association, and a 
Lifetime Director of the Old 
Chisholm Trail Drivers 
Association.

Nathan is preceded in 
death by his parents, his 
younger brother, Michael 
Cassidy “Mike” Wheat, and 
his sister-in-law, Sue Wheat. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 63 years, Dixell; son, 
Nathan E. Wheat, II and 
wife Renee; daughter, Janna 
Dixell Wheat; daughter, 
Jacilyn Hewell Wheat; 
grandchildren Katelyn 
Sorell, Erin Dixell 
Ronshausen and husband 
Shawn, and Madison Jayd 
Holmes; sister-in-law, Linda 
Hewell Piland; nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and many, 
many friends. 

He may have had many 
names… Nathan, Mr. 
Wheat, Flattop, Pa, and even 
Santa Clause… but Nathan 
was undoubtedly one-of-a-
kind and will be missed by 
so many. In retirement, one 
of his favorite things was to 
sit and watch it rain while 
enjoying a cold Lone Star 
Light. So, the next time you 
see droplets from the heav-
ens, raise your glass and 
remember him with a grin!

The family plans to have a 
memorial service at a later 
time. As Nathan had a giv-
ing heart, the family has 
established a memorial 
account at Third Coast 
Bank for contributions in 
lieu of flowers. All contribu-
tions will be given back to 
the Nixon and Smiley com-
munities in his honor. 

Raul Contreras was 
born and raised in 
Gonzales, Texas on Sept. 
4, 1950 to Pedro and 
Jesusa Sanchez Contreras. 
He attended school in 
Gonzales and graduated.

He left Gonzales after 
graduation and moved to 
Grand Junction, Colorado 
where he stayed for many 
years.

Raul loved to work on 
cars, go fishing and mak-
ing everyone laugh. He 
was known as one of the 
best mechanics around 
the area. If you needed 

your car fixed, just call on 
Raul.

His passion was spending 
time with his family, espe-

cially when he came back 
home to Texas.

Raul spent the last months 
of his life back home in 
Texas, where he was sur-
rounded by his loving fami-
ly. Especially his brother 
Rando and sister in law 
Betty Jo.

His wishes were to be cre-
mated.

A memorial service is 
scheduled for Thursday, 
Dec. 3, 2020.

Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Harris Funeral 

Home, 127 Highway 90A, 
Gonzales, Texas

Nathan Elder WheatEsther Juengermann

Raul Contreras

James Paul Benedict



622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
THESE FINE SPONSORS:

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH
LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER

AT 830-672-2861

Gonzales, Texas
CHEMICAL CO.

                       Bob Erickson, Owner
Bus: 830-672-6851 or 672-6621

Res. 830-437-5528
One stop for chemical and janitorial
“God makes no mistakes, man does.”   29 years serving Gonzales30 years in business.

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

M-F 7-5:30, Sat. 9-3
201 N. Nixon Ave., Nixon

M F 7

830-582-1851
800-924-MAIN(6246)

607 N St. Joseph
(830) 519-4009

622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business in helping 
support the church page, please call or email

Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

or Sabrina at 1-229-821-8580
sabrina.roberts@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

Worship

This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses
Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gonzales Family Church

Assembly of God
320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

New Life Assembly of God
Corner of Church St. &

Jessie Smith St., Gonzales

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gonzales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonzales

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Baptist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Baptist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
100 Capes, Gonzales

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gonzales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonzales

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gonzales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

New Way Church
of God in Christ

514 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church
of the Messiah 

721 S. Louis, Gonzales

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evangelio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonzales

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonzales

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Ministries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellowship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gonzales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fellowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gonzales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Jesus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonzales

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pentecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gonzales

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gonzales

414 St. Louis, Gonzales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worship

We all strive to survive this life
Hope your Thanksgiving was great, 

even if you weren’t able to be with 
everyone you would’ve like to have 

been with. It’s all too easy to complain 
about things when they’re not going the 
way we’d like. This makes it all that much 
more important to continue thanking God 
everyday for the blessings you do have, 
remembering that some are less fortunate ... 
turkeys, for example.

As I continue with my house makeover, 
transitioning from “Eloise’s emporium” to 
“Eric’s tropical paradise by the sea”, I’ve 
recently acquired a few large artificial palm 
trees to add to the ambiance (and they do), a 
definite no-no in some peoples book. 
Having edited the Master Gardeners news-
letter for several years, if Eloise was still 
here she’d be punching me in the stomach 
until my tongue popped out. 

I’m fully aware that after this article is 
published that I may have an unruly crowd 
of master gardeners protesting in my front 
yard, as they can get a little crazy at times, 
I’ll just throw out some packets of heirloom 
seeds in order to execute my escape. But, in 
my defense ... 

While loving real plats as much as any-
one (with years of receipts to prove it), I’m 
trying to get the look I’m after with as little 
ongoing work as possible. People always 
complimented Eloise on her extraordinarily 
green thumb, but truth be told (now that my 
tongue’s safe), she was a world class planta-
holic. Frustrated that I could never get her 
to attend a meeting (admitting the problem 
is the first step towards recovery), gotta say, 
our house and yard did look great, thanks 
honey. But, who has two black thumbs but 
still loves plants, that’s right... this guy! 

I’ve recently finished my first season of 
the ever popular game show “Survivor.” I 
had heard people talk about it but didn’t 
understand what a hugely successful and 
long running show it was (40 seasons).

While it’s entertaining and fun to watch, 
I think it sums up capitalism and the 
American way perfectly. A dozen or so con-
testants are stuck on an island or other 
remote location, attempting not only to win 
physical challenges, but trying to outsmart 

the others by lying, cheating, stealing and 
manipulating each other in pursuit of a mil-
lion dollar prize. 

I’m certainly not against healthy compe-
tition, but throwing out morals, integrity and 
self respect in pursuit of the almighty dollar 
(didn’t God use to be referred to as the 
Almighty?), just ain’t right. How do those 
commandments go again; you shall have no 
gods before me or worship any image ($), 
you shall not steal, bear false witness or 
covet your neighbors belongings, and you 
shall honor your father and mother. The 
overall winner of the show promised and 
swore to someone on his father’s life, then 
broke the promise. When directly asked by 
the contestant he’d lied to if the million dol-
lars was more important than his father, he 
answered with a resounding Yes! His 
defense; it’s only a game.

As we are all striving to survive the 
game of life, we must keep in mind our 
eternal life as well. Matthew 7:12 says “So 
in everything, do to others what you would 
have them do to you, for this sums up the 
law and the prophets.” This is what most of 
us know as the “Golden Rule.”

A local teacher was trying to explain this 
concept to a high school senior and they just 
couldn’t grasp it, and thought she was kid-
ding. Our youth are being programmed by 
what we allow as acceptable in today’s soci-
ety, to be more self centered than they 
already are. In AA it’s known that the peo-
ple who recover have the ability to be hon-
est with themselves. Can we turn things 
around? I guess that depends … can we be 
honest?

Until next time, be safe, love you guys, 
Eric.

ERIC ESTES
Love, Eric 
and Eloise
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HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
The deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

210
MISC. SERVICES

430
FIREWOOD

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

La Posada
Apartments

2 BR - 1 BA
Laundry, Professional
Management On Site.
1725 Seydler Street

Gonzales, TX
830-672-2094

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

BIG GARAGE/
BENEFIT SALE 
for Stella’s Ref-
uge, Saturday, 
Dec. 5th, 512 
St. James, 9-3. 
Christmas, toys, 
kids clothes, 
housewares, dé-
cor and much 
more.

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

210
MISC. SERVICES

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

ADVERTISE! 
830-672-2861

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

050
GARAGE SALES

460
LIVESTOCK

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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IT’S TIME TO 
TRIM YOUR OAK 
TREES! Mario 
Bermea TREE 
SERVICE Home-
8 3 0 - 5 8 7 - 6 2 3 5 
or Cell 512-923-
4650.  INSURED. 
Over 30 years 
experience. Spe-
cializing in: Resi-
dential, Ranch 
and Riverfront.

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

630
LOTS AND ACREAGE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

040
AUCTIONS

040
AUCTIONS

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. in Harwood 
is seeking applicants for the

following positions:

Plant Processing Personnel

Applicants must be able to
lift at least 50 pounds & stand

for long periods.

Applicants must have their own 
transportation to and from work.

Competitive pay, vacation, sick 
leave, health, dental & vision

insurance, 401K & ESOP

Cal-Maine Foods is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

For more information, please call 
830-540-3970 M-F (8-4) 

or email Missy Montana at
mmontana@cmfoods.com

Dependable INSIDE SALES person needed!
Must have prior sales experience, computer 

skills, and building material knowledge.

Applicant must be organized, have strong 
customer service, and communication skills.

This is not a cashier position! 
Only qualified candidates will be considered! 

Send resume to: 
kevinwbfarm@gvtc.com 

or drop off, at  2031 Water St. Gonzales, TX 78629.
 No Phone Calls Please

WB Farm and Ranch Supply
2031 Water St., Gonzales, Texas  

Quality Auto 
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-3565

HELP WANTED:
Taking applications
for Tire Technicians.

Apply at

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions

Victoria College’s
Gonzales Center

is hiring for
part-time tutors.

For more information,
please go to

www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

EEOC

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones

Gonzales Healthcare Systems has an
immediate opening at Sievers Medical
Clinic in Gonzales for a Licensed Vocational
Nurse. Current Texas LVN licensure is
required; previous experience in a clinic
setting preferred Full-time position with
competitive salary and benefits.
Applications are available from Human
Resources or contact 830-519-9100
for more information.

We invite you to join our team in
providing high quality services to the
residents of Gonzales and the surrounding 
communities.

Gonzales Healthcare Systems has immediate 
openings in the Med/Surg Department for the 
following positions.
● Registered Nurses: Full-time for night shift; 
PRN for day and night shifts. Current Texas
Licensure required; BLS required; PALS and ACLS 
within six months and TNCC within one year.
● Licensed Vocational Nurses: Full-time for 
night shift; PRN for day and night shifts; Current 
Texas Licensure required; BLS required; PALS 
and ACLS within six months.
● Certified Nurse Assistant: Full-time and PRN 
for night shift. Current C.N.A. and BLS certification 
required.
Competitive salary and benefits; weekend and 
evening differentials will apply.
Application are available at Memorial Hospital 
or contact Human Resources at 830-519-9100.

SOUTH WEST-
ERN FOUNDA-
TION Co. House 
Leveling – Slabs 
– Pier & Beam. 
Mobile Homes, 
Sill and Joist Re-
placement. Any 
type of Founda-
tion Repair. La 
Grange, TX 979-
968-6703. Ask 
About Discounts 
Etc. Long Term.

501 St. James | Gonzales TX 78629
Office – 830–519–4132

DeLanna Allen: 830–857–0222
Meagan Campion: 830–857–5700

Caitlyn Boscamp: 830-203-0910
Dee Roberts 830-263-1555

Heather Rodriguez 830-351-0174
Julie Carreon 512-393-9533

Mary Kay Wood 979-997-6590
firstshotrealestate@gmail.com

361 Zarya - Kyle - 3bdrm, 2ba, Built 2015, 1476 sqft, $226,600
381 W CR 245 - Gonzales - 2bd 2ba 1216sqft, built 2012, 42+ acres, 
$500,000
532 N College Street - Gonzales - 3bd, 2ba, 1450 sqft, built 2005, 
$175,000
192 Falcon Drive - Luling - 3bd, 2ba, 1832 sqft, built 2015 $219,000
1008 CR 342 - Gonzales - 3bd, 2ba, 1772 sqft, built 1996 $170,000
1504 N College Street - Gonzales - 3bd, 2ba, 1698 sqft, built 1940 
$180,000
623 Clark Street - Gonzales - 3bdrm, 2ba, 1335sqft, built 2001, 
$170,000
209 Comal - Luling - 3bdrm, 1ba, 1279sqft, built 1938, $90,000
TBD PR 1411 - LAND - Gonzales - 37+acres, $225,000
TBD Ainsworth  - LAND - Gonzales - .490 Acre, $35,000
409 N 4Th Street - Waelder - $50,000
206 Saint James Street - Gonzales - 3bdrm, 3ba, Built 1884, 2952 
sqft, $315,000
8038 N US 183 - Gonzales - 3bdrm, 2ba, Built 1978, 1736 sqft, $155,000
TBD PR 1411 - Cost - 37+acres, $225,000
107 N Patrick Street - Gonzales - 3bdrm, 2ba, 1438sqft, built 1940 
$158,000
108 Saint Peter Street - Gonzales - 4bdrm, 2ba, 2 story, 3312sqft, built 
1922 $207,000
1390 Choctaw Lane - Kingsbury- 2bdrm, 2ba, 10acres, 1132sqft, built 
1993 $294,000
1020 Saint Louis Street - Commercial-Gonzales, 6576sqft, built 1955 
S149,900
462 CR 389 - Gonzales - 4bdrm, 2ba, 2356 sqft, 42+acres, Built 2019, 
$798,000
57 Breiger Road - Gonzales - Multi-Family, built 1940, 4+acres on Lake 
Gonzales (River) $300,000

Stairtown Loop - Prairie Lea - 3bdrm, 1ba, 2000sqft, Built 1999, 1 
acre $120,000
Seydler Street - Gonzales - 13.5+acres, $200,000
1605 St. Vincent - Gonzales - 3bdrm, 2ba, 2158sqft, Built 1932 
$218,500
405 Alma Street - Hallettsville- 3bdrm, 2ba, 1350 sqft, $149,900
13325 State Park Road - Fentress - COMMERCIAL--1.5 acres 
$279,500
TBD Lot 45 Powder Ridge - LAND - 4+ acres $57,000
TBD CR 283 - Gonzales - LAND - 64+ Acres, $475,000
1020 Saint Paul Street - Gonzales - 3bd, 1ba, Built 1950, 1162sqft, 
$185,000
1023 Saint Matthew Street - Gonzales - 2bd, 1ba, Built 1949, 1056sqft, 
$135,000
1112 CR 259 - Gonzales - LAND, 10+ acres, $85,000
TBD CR 112 - Cost, 45 Acres, $310,000
TBD PR 4811 CR 481 - Gonzales - 6.2 Acres, $62,000
TBD PR 4811 CR 481 - Gonzales - 5 Acres, $50,000
TBD CR 481 (90A) - Gonzales - 5.9 acres, $58,000
TBD CR 112 - Cost - 33 Acres, $230,000
291 Country Way Road - Smithville - 4bdrm, 2bth, 2,101 Sqft, Built 
2001, 12 Acres, $430,000
462 W FM 108 Hwy 97C - Gonzales - 926 SqFt, Built 1940, 56+Acres, 
$387,464
415 Saint James Street - Gonzales - Commercial - 5,640sqft, Built 
1960, $165,000
TBD CR 121 - Leesville- 299+ Acres $1,497,200
1998 E State Hwy 97 - Gonzales Cty, Commercial or Residential, 61.38 
acres, $450,000

SOLDSOLD

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT
UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

VARIETY OF 
WOOD in bags, 
loose wood, any 
amount, big or 
small. 830-832-
6985.

ULTRA BLACK 
BULLS. Breed-
ing age, fertility 
tested. $1,600 & 
up or starting at 
$1,600. 361-798-
0666.

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-
1314.

79 A.B. WIL-
LIAMS, 11.15 
Acres, $5,605.38/
acre, in Waelder, 
TX in Mt. Eden 
C o m m u n i t y , 
CR 408, Par-
cel #3363, tank 
on property, 
$55,000. Active 
Survey. Contact 
Rick King, King-
dom Living Real-
ty, 210-365-9576.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

850
HELP WANTED

720
ROOMS FOR RENT

700
HOUSES FOR

RENT OR LEASE

LOW INCOME 
HOUSING Avail-
able in Waelder. 
Qualified appli-
cants should con-
tact the Waelder 
Housing Authori-
ty. 830-672-3419.

APACHE INN: 
ROOM for rent. 
$165.00 & up/
weekly; $550 & 
up/mo. Cable TV, 
f reeze r /m ic ro -
wave, WiFi, phone. 
832-576-2866, 
text preferred.

Feedmill Bulk
Truck Drivers

Bulk experience preferred
but not required.

Benefits include Vacation, sick 
leave, hospital insurance, dental, 

vision, 401K, ESOP.

All applicants apply at
400 S. Colorado,

Flatonia, TX 78941
Or call 361-865-2303

jguardiola@cmfoods.com

Weekend
Dispatcher

We are looking for a weekend
dispatcher. PT  (Friday, Saturday

and Sunday) or FT (Friday,
Saturday, Sunday, Monday).

Good communication skills a must.

If interested please contact
Jessie Guardiola at 361-217-3798 

or email to
jguardiola@cmfoods.com

Production: 
• 1st & 2nd Processing
• Refrigeration Tech
• Maintenance
• Mon- Fri., 8-10 hr. days

Competitive Pay
$12 - $18.00
(With weekly incentive pay)

Human Resources
603 W. Central, Hwy 87, Nixon, Texas

For more information call (830) 582-1619
Have proof of identity and

eligibility to work in the U.S.

Si Habla Español
Equal Opportunity Employer

BARN/ESTATE AUCTION
Sunday, Dec. 6, 10:00 AM

801 CR 488, Gonzales, TX 78629

www.IntegrityAuctions.biz
Bring your Mask & Wipes!

Door Prizes at the End!
Furniture, Antiques, Bolt Bins, Storage 
Lockers, Metal Work Benches, Tools, 
Steel Beams, Dog Kennel, Collector 

Plates, Guns, Iron Wheel Implements,
 Yard Art, Landscaping Stones, Water 

Tanks, Benches, Signs, Cast Iron
Bathtub, Rubber Raft, China,

Stemware, Pyrex, Dolls,
Household Box Lots, & More! 

13% BP, Cash, Checks or Cr. Card
 James Molnoskey Auctioneer 

TXL# 15091         512-557-3333

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SER-
VICES. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale. 
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

HELP WANTED 
AT Jordan Equip-
ment in Gonzales, 
TX. We need two 
people to work in 
the shop clean-
ing and servicing 
equipment and 
some mechanical 
work. For any ad-
ditional informa-
tion they can call 
our office at 830-
672-8393 or Paul 
Jordan at 210-
912-5744.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

LIVE-IN MANAG-
ER NEEDED for a 
hotel in Gonzales. 
Rent included. Job 
requires House-
keeping and Man-
aging Hotel. Drug 
test required. Call 
214-680-5105. 

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following position: 
Full Time: C.N.A., 
all shifts; LVN, 
full-time, 6p-6a 
with a $1000 Sign 
On and Referral 
Bonus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, self-
motivated, and 
must enjoy work-
ing around the el-
derly. Please apply 
in person: Texan 
Nursing and Re-
hab of Gonzales, 
3428 Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant Pal-
letizers & Cleanup 
positions. Benefits 
include: Vaca-
tion, Sick Leave, 
Hosp. Ins., Den-
tal, Vision, 401K, 
ESOP. Apply in 
person. Cal-Maine 
Foods Inc. 1680 
CR 431 Waelder, 
TX 78959. Mon-
Fri 7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Visit us online at
GonzalesInquirer.com
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950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids will be received by County Auditor Becky 
Weston, at 427 St. George Street, Suite 302, Gonzales, Texas 
78629, until 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, December 9, 2020, for 
the purchase of un-branded gasoline, highway diesel and 
dyed diesel for Precinct 1, Precinct 2, Precinct 3, and 
Precinct 4.

The bids will be publicly opened in the third floor
conference room of the Randle Rather Building, 427
St. George Street at 10:00 a.m. on December 9, 2020. This
is a two year contract, the term is January 1, 2021 until
December 31, 2022. All bids must be in a sealed envelope
clearly marked with Bid Name and Opening Date in the
lower left-hand corner of the envelope.

Specifications may be obtained from the County Auditor’s 
Office and on the county’s web site at www.co.gonzales.tx.us.
Bids received after the time and date specified in the
specifications will not be considered.
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THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION

CAUSE NO. OTH20-0081
IN THE ESTATES OF EPIFANIO T. CEDILLO AND

RAMONA H. CEDILLO, DECEASED
TO ALL UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS

OF THE ESTATES OF EPIFANIO T. CEDILLO AND
RAMONA H. CEDILLO, DECEASED

Pauline Cantu filed in the County Court of Gonzales, Texas, on November 18, 
2020 an APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP in the estates of Epifanio 
T. Cedillo and Ramona H. Cedillo, Deceased, requesting that the Court 
determine who are the heirs and only heirs of Epifanio T. Cedillo and Ramona 
H. Cedillo, Deceased, and their respective shares and interests in said estate.

The Court may act on said Application and any opposition at any call of the docket 
on or after 10 o’clock A.M. on the first Monday next after the expiration of ten days 
from date of publication of this citation, at the Gonzales County Courthouse, 
414 St. Joseph St, Commissioner’s Courtroom, in Gonzales County, Texas.

All UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS of this estate are hereby cited to appear 
before said Honorable Court by filing a written contest or answer to said 
Application before the above stated time and date should you desire to do so.  To 
ensure its consideration, you or your attorney must file any contest, objection, 
intervention, or response in writing with the County Clerk of Gonzales County, 
Texas, on or before the above noted date and time.

Given under my hand and the seal of said Court at office in Gonzales, Texas, on 
November 23, 2020.

Lona Ackman, COUNTY CLERK
Gonzales County, Texas
427 St. George St, STE 200
Gonzales, Texas 78629

By:  ______________________________
       Carly Russell, Deputy 

Plaintiff(s) Attorney:
Robert W. Bland
PO Box 119
Gonzales, Texas 78629
830-672-2437

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITY OF GONZALES

CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Gonzales, by this instrument, notifies the public of a PUBLIC HEARING 
on a city-initiated request presented for Planning and Zoning recommendation and City Council action 
on the following project: 

The below listed properties are currently zoned R-1 Residential District and the City of Gonzales is 
initiating a zoning change to establish an overlay Planned Development District for all of the properties 
within the Lou’s Garden subdivision to establish minimum setbacks, minimum lot depths, maximum 
lot coverage, minimum lot area and other development standards to allow the existing properties to be 
in compliance with the city’s zoning regulations while maintaining the base zoning of R-1 Residential 
District. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 1, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 2, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 3, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 4, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 5, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 6, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 7, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 8, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 9, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 10, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 11, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 12, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 13, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 14, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 15, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 16, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 17, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 18, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 19, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 20, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 21, Block 1

Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 22, Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 23 Block 1
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 1, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 2, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 3, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 4, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 5, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 6, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 7, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 8, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 9, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 10, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 11, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 12, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 13, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 14, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 15, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 16, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 17, Block 2
Lou’s Garden Subdivision, Lot 18, Block 2

The Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing December 14, 2020 at the Gonzales 
City Hall, 820 St. Joseph St. at 5:15 p.m., to allow for public comment on the application to rezone the 
listed properties.   After consideration and recommendation by Planning & Zoning Commission and 
the Public Hearing, the application for rezoning will be presented to City Council for a Public Hearing 
and possible approval on January 14, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. at the Gonzales City Hall, 820 St. Joseph St.

The City Council encourages citizens to participate in the public comment and public hearing process 
for all applications for zoning or rezoning before the City Council. Citizens unable to attend meetings 
may submit their views to Kristi Gilbert, City Secretary for the City of Gonzales, by mailing them to 
P.O. Drawer 547, Gonzales, TX 78629.  For additional information, contact the City Secretary office at 
(830)-672-2815.

Public Notice
Pursuant to the provisions of the Transportation Code 
Chapter 683 this is notice to the owner and lien holder of 
the following vehicle impounded item that you have 20 
days after this notice to reclaim the item upon payment of 
towing and storage charges accrued by the impound facility.  
Failure to do so is a waiver of all your right, title, and 
interest in the item and consent to sale of the item at a 
public auction.  DRIVEIN 14FT NO VIN BURNED

This item is being stored at: D & G AUTOMOTIVE & 
DIESEL 134 HWY 90A WEST GONZALES, TX  78629
TDLR VSF Lic. No.0002068VSF  Ph# 830-672-6278

Total  $16349.60 Total charges cannot be computed until 
vehicle is claimed. 

Storage charges will accrue daily until vehicle is released.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP):
DISTRICT TRUCK

Waelder Independent School District is receiving sealed proposals for District 
Truck, RFP #20-002, as per the attached specifications. Proposals will be accepted 
at Central Office (201 US Highway 90 W, Waelder, TX 78959) or by mail (P.O. Box 
247, Waelder, TX 78959) until 3:00 PM on January 25, 2021.

It is not the policy of Waelder ISD to purchase on the basis of low proposal alone; 
“Best Value” being the controlling factor. The District will evaluate each bid 
received and make awards based on the criteria enumberated in Texas Education 
Code 44.031(b).

Vendors must fill in all blank columns on items being proposed such as Vendors 
Brand Name and Number, Unit Price. The above information must be clear and 
concise. This proposal form must be used, and all proposals are to be signed. 
Failure to follow these instructions could be cause for the proposal to not be 
accepted.

QUESTIONS REGARDING SPECIFICATIONS OR BID PROCESS CALL:
Tiana Landry

Finance Director
830-239-5612

To ensure proper receipt of bid response, please include Company Name, Bid 
Number, and Bid Name on the outside of the delivery envelop or package.

This Bid is a firm offer which shall be irrevocable and open for acceptance for 
___ calendar days (60 calendar days unless otherwise specified) from the day set 
for submission of bids (30-day minimum is usually required for School Board 
Approval).

DISTRICT PROFILE

Waelder I.S.D. is a rural district located in Central Texas about halfway between 
Houston and San Antonio on Highway 90. Waelder I.S.D. has an enrollment 
of approximately 320 students from Pre-K through twelfth grade. District 
Boundaries are in Gonzales and Caldwell counties.

 
 

 
RFP # 20-002         2 

Waelder Independent School District  
Solicitation 

Solicitation #  20-002 
Due Date:   January 25, 2021 

 
DUE NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM (CST) 
LATE BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP): 
DISTRICT TRUCK 

 
 

Waelder Independent School District is receiving sealed proposals for District Truck, RFP #20-002, as per the attached 
specifications.  Proposals will be accepted at Central Office (201 US Highway 90 W, Waelder, TX 78959) or by mail (P.O. 
Box 247, Waelder, TX 78959) until 3:00 PM on January 25, 2021. 
 
It is not the policy of Waelder ISD to purchase on the basis of low proposal alone; “Best Value” being the controlling 
factor. The District will evaluate each bid received and make awards based on the criteria enumberated in Texas 
Education Code 44.031(b). 
 
Vendors must fill in all blank columns on items being proposed such as Vendors Brand Name and Number, Unit Price.  
The above information must be clear and concise. This proposal form must be used, and all proposals are to be signed. 
Failure to follow these instructions could be cause for the proposal to not be accepted.  
 

QUESTIONS REGARDING SPECIFICATIONS OR BID PROCESS CALL: 
Tiana Landry 

Finance Director 
830-239-5612 

 
To ensure proper receipt of bid response, please include Company Name, Bid Number, and Bid Name on the outside 
of the delivery envelop or package.  
 
This Bid is a firm offer which shall be irrevocable and open for acceptance for ___ calendar days (60 calendar days unless 
otherwise specified) from the day set for submission of bids (30-day minimum is usually required for School Board 
Approval). 
 

DISTRICT PROFILE 
 

Waelder I.S.D. is a rural district located in Central Texas about halfway between Houston and San Antonio on Highway 
90. Waelder I.S.D. has an enrollment of approximately 320 students from Pre-K through twelfth grade. District 
Boundaries are in Gonzales and Caldwell counties.  
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1) Model # 101 Carolina       $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia     $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi         $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta    $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

TexSCAN Week of 
November 29, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

EVENTS
Pleasanton – Merry on Main, Dec. 4-5. Two-day 
annual Christmas event in historic downtown Main 
St. in Pleasanton, TX (30 min. south of San Antonio) 
includes local craft and retail vendors, food vendors 
and food trucks, live music, carolers, children events 
and more. www.merryonmain.org.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com; 704-602-3035.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 for 
details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Find what
you are
looking for
in the
Inquirer!
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Gonzales
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Roger Dale Beene, Sr., 69, 
of Gonzales, saddled up 
and rode to heaven on 
Saturday, November 28, 
2020.  Roger was born Oct. 
14, 1951 in Gillett, TX to 
Floyd Leon Beene and 
Dorothy Bell Beene and 
was raised by Dorothy and 
stepfather D.R. Moseley. He 
married Joyce Maxine Yates 
on July 2, 1973 in Seguin.  

Roger owned and oper-
ated Roger Dale Beene, Sr. 
Trucking Company for 
over 40 years. Prior to this 
he rodeoed riding bulls and 
later roughnecked in the oil 
field. Roger was a hard man 
but was a good man. He 
was always there for his 
children and friends. Roger 
had an outstanding work 
ethic and when he could 
take time away from work, 
he enjoyed fishing, hunting 
and trail rides with his fam-
ily and friends.

Roger is survived by his 
admiring family; daughter, 
Trincia Beene Schultz; sons, 
Roger Dale Beene, Jr., and 
Judge Roy Beene; sisters, 
Bobbie Jo Condel, and 
Peggy Moseley; brothers, 
James Beene, Mark 
Moseley, and Kenneth 
Moseley; grandchildren, 
Clegg Beene, Coy Hill, 
Mikahl “Joe Dale” 
Mederios, Allen Beene and 
J’Celyn Dale Beene; and 
great-grandchild, Kaden 
Johnson and numerous 
nieces, nephews and other 
relatives and friends. He 

was preceded in death by 
his wife, daughter, Tayre 
Dale Beene, parents, broth-
ers, Vernon Moseley, Ricky 
Moseley and stepfather, 
D.R. Moseley.

Graveside services will 
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 5 in Gonzales 
Memorial Park with Rev. 
Todd Craven officiating. 
Memorials may be made to 
the American Cancer 
Society, www.cancer.org. 
Friends may sign the guest 
register and leave their con-
dolences by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneral home.
com.

Due to current CDC, 
State and local mandates, 
protective measures regard-
ing social distancing, limit-
ed attendance capacity, and 
use of personal protective 
masks will be required for 
the graveside burial rite.  
Services are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home 906 St. 
Paul Gonzales, Texas 78629.  

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

TREE SERVICE
MARIO BERMEA

(Smiley Tx)

512-923-4650
Specializing in:

Residential
Ranch • Riverfront

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED

It’s Time To Trim Your Oak Trees!

Mary Kay
Beauty Consultant

Skin Care, Perfumes, Lip Stick, Lip Gloss, 
Facial Mask, Makeup, Lotions, Gift Baskets

www.marykay.com/scallum
sharindacallum@gmail.com

CALL TODAY 
832.306.0633
832.858.2474

House Addition • Custom Homes Build
House Remodeling • Repairs • Custom Patios
Roofing Siding Fascia • Soffit Trim • Windows

Doors  • Insulation • Painting
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By ULLY WAGNER
AmeriCorps

Family, traditions, travel 
and festivities are hall-
marks of the holiday sea-
son. Managing the holi-
days may also mean cop-
ing with stress, worry and 
conflict along with the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic. It can be tempting 
to prioritize the happiness 
of others during the holi-
days but taking time for 
yourself is more impor-
tant than ever, particular-
ly this year. Review the 
self-care checklist and 
resources below for tips 
on how to take care of 
yourself and make your 
holiday season merrier.

• Which self-care habits 
do you practice?

•  Eating nutritious 
foods daily.

•  Getting restful sleep 
each night.

• Taking medications as 
prescribed.

•  Scheduling “you” 
time.

•  Engaging in regular 
physical activity.

• Asking for help when 
needed.

•  Saying “no” and put-
ting your needs first.

• Addressing stress and 
difficult emotions in a 
timely manner.

•  Helpful Self-Care 
Resources

• Eating well during the 
holidays can be an uphill 
battle. SNAP food benefits 
can help put healthy food 
on your table throughout 

the year. Visit yourtexas-
benefits.com for more 
information on what 
SNAP offers and how you 
can apply.

Mental health
Staying mentally and 

emotionally well may be 
particularly difficult with 
the added stress of the 
season and COVID-19. 
Visit the Texas Statewide 
Behavioral Health 
Coordinating Council 
website (mentalhealthtx.
org) to access mental well-
ness resources as well as 
information on finding 
help for you or someone 
you love. Texas Health and 
Human Services launched 
its Statewide COVID-19 
Mental Health Support 
Line to help Texans experi-
encing mental or emotion-
al challenges due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. You 
can call toll-free, 24/7, at 
(833) 986-1919.

Exercise
Regular physical activity 

can help us stay healthy 
and manage stress. 
Texercise, an HHS health 
promotions initiative, 
offers free resources and 
programs to engage adults 
45 years and older in regu-
lar physical activity and a 
good diet. Visit www.tex-
ercise.com to learn more 
about healthy aging and to 
request a free copy of the 
Texercise handbook.

Caregivers
Staying on top of care-

giving responsibilities 
while managing the holi-
days can be challenging. 
Caring for others is diffi-
cult work and taking time 
for yourself is essential. 
You can call the Caregiver 
Action Network Help 
Desk Monday through 
Friday, from 7 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Central Time at (855) 227-
3640.

For additional caregiv-

ing tips, visit the following 
resources:

•	 Take Time Texas 
offers short-term respite 
care services to provide 
caregivers with brief peri-
ods of relief or rest. Use its 
search tool to find respite 
near you. https://apps.hhs.
texas.gov/taketimetexas

•	 10 Tips for Family 
Caregivers from the 
Caregiver Action Network. 
caregiveraction.org/sites/
d e f a u l t / f i l e s / 1 0 % 2 0
T i p s % 2 0 f o r % 2 0
Family%20Caregivers.pdf

•	 Caregiving and the 
Coronavirus: Tips for 
Caregivers from the 
Family Caregiver Alliance. 
www.caregiver.org/sites/
caregiver.org/files/pdfs/
caregiving-and-coronavi-
rus-tipsheet-v2-200408.
pdf

Ully Wagner is an Age 
Well Live Well AmeriCorps 
VISTA Leader.

OBITUARY

Roger Dale Beene, Sr.

Be sure to take care of ‘you’ during the holidays
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Rising ____, TX
  5  honorary Texas
      Ranger: ____
      Stanley Gardner
  6  former MLB pitcher
      from Texas, David
  7  transport for Dallas-
      based Greyhound
      (2 wds.)
  8  TX-born Steve
      Martin song:
      “King ___”
  9  flightless Australian
      bird
12  TXism: “_  ____ of”
      (lots)
17  puzzling things
19   “Ma,” the first
      governor of Texas
21  “_______ up” 
      (getting ready)
22  TXism: “she could 
      talk a wagon out of
      _  _____” (talks a lot)
23  ______ Blanca, TX
28  dork, dweeb
29  gas ____ led to a
      school disaster in
      New London (1937)
30  reveal an art work
31  WBAP’s business
35  TX Janis Joplin
      album: “I Got ___ 
      __’ Kozmic Blues
      Again Mama” (1969)
36  site where Missouri
      City, TX slaves
      learned they were
      free in 1860 (2 wds.)
42  TXism: “mean as a
      _____  ____”
44  cut into two parts
46  airport buildings

  1  it’s located on the
      3rd floor of the TX
      Capitol (2 wds.)
  2  “Jackson County
      Herald-_______”
  3  Alaska’s islands
  4  TX Drew Stubbs
      played for the
      Cincinnati ____
  9  Muslim ruler
10  Louise and Irlene
      to Barbara (2 wds.)
11  this Ulysses first
      saw combat at the
      “Battle of Palo Alto”
      in TX (init.)
12  a TX doc is current
      pres. of this assn.

48  slain
49  this Ron was “Tarzan”
      on NBC (1966-68)
50  a church building recess
51  more mentally healthy
52  TXism: “he’s ugly as
      homemade ___”
53  TXism: “fits like ugly
      __  __ ape”
54  “Lexington” at Corpus
      Christi is an _____-class
      aircraft carrier

56  TXism:
      “worn __  _
      frazzle” (tired)
57  hospital trauma
      rooms (abbr.)
58  Tex Ritter sang
      “___ Whiskey”

13  in Ellis County on
      U.S. 67 & 287
14  a Great Lake
15  TXism: “___  _
      spell” (rest)
16  TXism: “tow ____”
      (burlap bag)
18  graduate sch. test
20  this Holley wrote
      first English history
      of Texas (init.)
23  “mi casa es __
      casa” (neighborly)
24  TX Marcus
      Johnson is a WR
      in this state
25  TXism: “beats any-
      thing I ____ saw”
26  TV controller

27  early name: “El Paso
      ___  ___ del Norte”
32  it’s placed in the 
      Abilene Reporter-
      News, e.g.
33  TXism: “that’ll __
      nicely” (OK)
34  TX Kristofferson is
      narrator in 2007
      film “__ Not There”

36  TX Sessions was
      dir. of this agcy.
37  TXism: “he could out 
      ___  _ six-legged
      bobcat” (fast)
38  time goes by
39  TX singer English
      of Lawrence Welk
40  J.R. Ewing’s wife:
      “Sue _____”
41  at any time
43  17th gov. Roberts
      (first two init.)
45  __ “Too Tall” Jones
47  “S” of “ESP”
48  Raymondville AM
55  “____ of use”

P-1509
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

STAFF REPORT

There were 34 new COVID-
19 cases reported in Gonzales 
County from Wednesday, Nov. 
25 to Tuesday, Dec. 1, bringing 
the total case count to 1,306 
according to daily updates 
from County Judge Patrick C. 
Davis. Of these, 1,250 are 
determined to have been 
recovered, with 10 deaths 
reported.

The county has 46 active 
cases as of Dec. 1.

Department of State Health 
Services Data also shows that 
hospitalizations of lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 in Trauma 
Service Area P, which Gonzales 
County is included in, have 
risen to an even 15% as of Dec. 
1. This is a 5.6% increase from 
Tuesday, Nov. 24, just a week 
before. 

The executive order from 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
which allows bars to remain 
open at 50% operation capacity 
and other businesses at 75% 

operation capacity states that 
hospitalizations must be below 
15% capacity to do so. If hospi-
talizations exceed 15% of 
capacity, counties within that 
TSA do not qualify to opt-in to 
this order. As of Dec. 1, there 
are only three TSAs with hos-
pitalizations at 15% or below: 
O (Capital Area Trauma 
Regional Advisory Council), P 
(Southwest Texas Regional 
Advisory Council) and Q 
(Southeast Texas Trauma 
Regional Advisory Council). 

Cases continue to be report-
ed on district websites in 
Nixon-Smiley Consolidated 
Independent School District 
and Gonzales Independent 
School District, but Waelder 
Independent School District 
has not updated its website 
detailing case counts since 
Nov. 16, four days before the 
district went on its extended 
winter break. In NSCISD, there 
are six active cases. In GISD, 
there are four, with two among 
students. 

By BROOKE SJOBERG
Inquirer Reporter

Steve Ehrig, of Gonzales, was 
reappointed to the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority Board of 
Directors by Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott on Tuesday, Nov. 10. 

This term is set to expire in 
2025. Ehrig has served on the 
GBRA board since 2018, and cur-
rently sits on its Audit Committee.

Ehrig said that his biggest pri-
ority as a board member contin-
ues to be serving as a voice for 
Gonzales County and seeking a 
solution to funding repairs for 
GBRA dams, which do not pro-
duce enough profit to cover 
repairs, as well as meeting the 
needs of growing populations 
upriver. 

“That area is going to need 
water, and more water in the 
future and with the treatment 
plants that need to take care of all 
the growth up there, that’s where 
GBRA is really growing,” Ehrig 
said. “And then along with the 
lakes and everything. Just to try 

and find a solution for the three 
lakes that really don’t have a solu-
tion at this time, to get the dams 
rebuilt.”

“Three of the lakes have formed 
their own associations, and with 
taxes, they’re going to pay for the 
rebuilding of those dams. I’m just 
out there still trying to find a 
money source to try to help 

rebuild the other three remaining 
dams.”

Ehrig is owner and partner of 
Ehrig Brothers Agriculture, 
E-BARR Feeds and E Brothers 
Ranches. He has previously 
served as president of Texas 
Young Farmers and is currently a 
member. In addition, he is a 
director for the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo. Other organi-
zations which count him as a 
member include the Gonzales 
County Agents’ Advisory Board, 
the Texas Agricultural Lifetime 
Leadership Program, The 
Benevolent and Protective Order 
of the Elks and the Texas and 
Southwest Cattle Raisers 
Association. Ehrig has previously 
served as a member of the 
Gonzales County Underground 
Water Conservation District, an 
announcer for the Gonzales 
Livestock Show Association, 
president of the Gonzales County 
Farm Bureau, and the Gonzales 
County Appraisal District 
Agricultural Advisory Board. 

By JOLIE MCCULLOUGH
The Texas Tribune

As the state prison system sees 
fewer inmates and a critical short-
age of officers in the pandemic, 
the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice is permanently closing 
another prison and shuttering 
two more at least temporarily.

The Scott prison in Brazoria 
County will be closed Dec. 15, 
and the Gurney and Neal units, 
near Palestine and Amarillo, 
respectively, will be emptied and 
temporarily closed by the end of 
the year, a TDCJ spokesperson 
told The Texas Tribune on 
Tuesday. Inmates and desperately 
needed staff will be transferred to 
nearby lockups, according to 
TDCJ.

The agency already closed 
three lockups in September as the 
inmate population plummeted 
during the pandemic to the low-
est number seen in decades, 
according to state budget reports. 
From March to October, 18,000 
fewer inmates resided in the 
Texas prison system after the 
coronavirus caused a monthslong 
halt of transfers from county jails 
and a backlogged, sluggish court 
system.

“The population is 122,000 and 
change, and it’s been fairly stable 
in the 121 [thousand] to 122,000 
range for a couple months now,” 
said TDCJ spokesperson Jeremy 
Desel. “But that’s the lowest pris-
on population for TDCJ since 
1995.”

The closure of Scott, Gurney 
and Neal will bring the Texas 
prison system down to a total of 
101 state lockups, Desel said. In 
September, Garza East prison in 
Beeville and the Jester I Unit near 
Sugar Land were permanently 
closed, and the Bradshaw State 
Jail in Henderson was emptied 
and is now idle. All of the shut-
tered units housed only men.

Although the pandemic has 
spurred a dramatic decline in the 
prison population, the number of 

inmates and units has also steadi-
ly decreased for more than a 
decade as crime rates fall and 
officials turn toward things like 
mental health services and diver-
sion programs. And although it’s 
unclear if the prison population 
will again bounce up as restric-
tions of the pandemic are lifted, 
having fewer prisons means the 
agency can try to stanch the 
bleeding of its corrections work-
force.

TDCJ has  long struggled 
against dangerous, chronic 
understaffing, but the number of 
officers has reached critical lows 
in recent months. In October, the 
agency was short by more than 
5,500 officers, or about 22%, 
according to an agency report. 

Many prison units are short hun-
dreds of officers, and several are 
less than 50% staffed.

In October, about 560 full-time 
corrections officers worked at the 
three closing units. Desel said 
those employees can be trans-
ferred to nearby units — each 
prison has at least one other in 
the same county. Gurney and 
Neal, which will be idled, are 
woefully understaffed, and offi-
cers are especially needed at 
neighboring prisons.

Inmates at severely under-
staffed prisons  have report-
ed being malnourished; being fed 
small, sometimes rotting sack 
meals in their cells; and rarely 
getting to move around. Officers 
have reported more assaults and 

said they were forced to cut cor-
ners and work too much over-
time.

Gurney employed more than 
240 corrections officers in 
October. In the same county, 
Michael and Coffield prisons 
were both under 60% staffed, 
with a shortage of about 235 and 
340 officers, respectively, accord-
ing to the state report. Neal’s 
nearly 130 full-time officers 
could work at the adjacent 
Clements prison, which was 
understaffed by about 460 offi-
cers, with only 42% of positions 
filled.

At the same time, about 4,000 
incarcerated men resided in 
those units and would need to be 
rehoused, according to TDCJ 

data. The state budget report list-
ed nearly 18,000 prison beds as 
available.

Although they are generally 
broadly applauded as a cost sav-
ings and a shift away from mass 
incarceration, prison closures 
during the pandemic bring mixed 
feelings for Michele Deitch, a 
senior lecturer and prison condi-
tions expert at the University of 
Texas’ LBJ School of Public 
Affairs and law school.

During the pandemic, under-
staffed prisons have often rotated 
employees among multiple units 
to try to fill shifts, potentially 
cross-contaminating the lockups, 
where the coronavirus spreads 
like wildfire. More than 26,000 
inmates and nearly 7,000 staff 
members have tested positive for 
the virus,  TDCJ data shows. At 
least 173 inmates and 27 employ-
ees in TDCJ have died.

Deitch enthused about the clos-
ing of Scott, a century-old prison; 
Gurney, a transfer facility; and 
Neal, which is severely under-
staffed. Still, she worried about 
the virus’ spread as prison units 
combine.

“These all make sense to close. 
… It will help in a lot of ways,” she 
said. “The one piece that really 
worries me, though, is that by 
needing to presumably consoli-
date the population of two facili-
ties into one, you’re going to 
increase the density of the popu-
lation in the other facilities, which 
is exactly not the approach you 
want in COVID.”

Disclosure: The University of 
Texas at Austin has been a finan-
cial supporter of The Texas 
Tribune, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news organization that is funded 
in part by donations from mem-
bers, foundations and corporate 
sponsors. Financial supporters 
play no role in the Tribune’s jour-
nalism. Find a complete  list of 
them here.

This article originally appeared 
in The Texas Tribune at www.tex-
astribune.org

Texas will close prisons in Brazoria County, Palestine and Amarillo due to a critical shortage of staff.  (Martin 
do Nascimento for The Texas Tribune)

State prison system will shutter 3 prisons amid staffing shortages

Ehrig reappointed to GBRA Board County tops 1,300 cases

Steve Ehrig (Contributed photo)



DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP YOUR PELLETS FOR TURKEY DAY!DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP YOUR PELLETS FOR TURKEY DAY!
WE ALSO HAVE TRAEGER AND CAMP CHEF GRILLS IN STOCK!WE ALSO HAVE TRAEGER AND CAMP CHEF GRILLS IN STOCK!

Where you are always treated like family Where you are always treated like family 

www.wbfarmandranch.net Mon – Fri 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

To submit the name of a serviceman or woman,To submit the name of a serviceman or woman,
email to ads@gonzalesinquirer.comemail to ads@gonzalesinquirer.com

mail to PO Box 616, Gonzales TX 78629 or call 830-672-2861mail to PO Box 616, Gonzales TX 78629 or call 830-672-2861
Include name, rank, hometown, branch Include name, rank, hometown, branch 

of military and location stationedof military and location stationed

•  John L. Bashaw II, PVT 2, Gonzales, U.S. Army, Ft. Campbell, KY
• BM3 Daniel Lane Waddell of Harlingen, TX, USCG, Port O’Conner, TX
• Tyrell L. Johnson, US Army, Fort Stewart, Georgia
• Zach Head of Gonzales, US Marines, Hawaii
• John Dubose III of Gonzales, US Navy, California
• Howard Schwausch of Gonzales, US Army, Afganistan
• Ernie Martinez of Gonzales, US Marines, California
• Matthew Davis, of Gonzales, US Navy, Belle Chasse, Louisiana
• Clay Gregory of Gonzales, US Navy, California
• Greg Kuntschik Jr. of Gonzales, US Army, Killeen
• Kevin Kuntschik of Gonzales, US Marines, California
• Bradley Frailicks of Gonzales, US Army National Guard, Austin
• Tyler Brown of Gonzales, US Marines, Afganistan
• Jeff Gonzales of Gonzales, US Army, Killeen
• Kegan Kay of Gonzales, US Navy, USS Bataan
• Eric Herrera of Gonzales, US Marines, California
• Felix Gonzales III of Gonzales, US Navy, California
• Travis Windham of Gonzales, US Army, Iraq
• Matthew Craven, US Marines, Reserves
• Joshua Sanchez, US Marines, Afganistan
• Louis A. Aguilar of Gonzales, US Army, stationed in Illinois
• Jonathan “J.D” Falks of Gonzales, US Airforce, Moody AFB, Georgia
• James (JD) D. Holt - SPC (Sargent) - US Army - Yoakum, Texas
• Wayne Rudisill, US Marines, Texas
• Francisco Diaz Jr. Of Gonzales, U.S. Army, Ft. Bliss, Texas
• Jenna R.Dominguez, of Gonzales, Army Fort Leonard Wood, MO
• Tyler Nowotny of Gonzales, US Marines, North Carolina
• Lucas Hurt, Air Force, Staff Sergeant , Afghanistan
• Amanda Pruett, Belmont, Tx, US Airforce, Senior Airman, Osan Air Base, Korea
• Nathan Burek, Gonzales, Airman First Class, Air Force, Eielson AFB, Alaska
• Evan S. Martinez , Gonzales, U.S. Army, El Paso, TX
• Ruben Ramos, St. U.S. Army, Pasadena, TX
• Devin Contreras, Gonzales, PVT 2, Army, Fort Meade, Maryland
• Amn Zella, Zachery, Gonzales, US Air Force, Ramstein AB Germany

REMEMBERING OUR REMEMBERING OUR 
SERVICE MEN & WOMENSERVICE MEN & WOMEN

WHO ARE DEFENDING OUR FREEDOM!WHO ARE DEFENDING OUR FREEDOM!
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STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales High School 
boys basketball suffered a 
frustrating 72-60 loss in over-
time to the visiting TMI-
Episcopal Panthers on Dec. 1.

The Panthers hit a buzzer-
beating 3-point shot to send 
the game into overtime at 
58-58. The Apaches offense 
struggled in the extra frame, 
with Jahaius Goode’s two free 
throws with 23 seconds left 
accounting for the team’s 
only points. 

Free throw shooting 
proved the Apaches (1-2) 
downfall in the fourth peri-
od. The Apaches had erased 
an 8-point halftime deficit by 
outscoring the Panthers 24-8 
in the third period to take a 
47-39 lead. The Apaches con-
trolled the boards on both 
ends of the court and pushed 
an uptempo pace on the 
transition to control the peri-
od. 

The Apaches led by as 
many as 11 with less than 
three minutes to go in the 
game, and led by five with 
1:13 to go. The Panthers hit 
two free throws to pull within 
three, 58-55. 

The Apaches missed all six 
free throw attempts in the 
final minute – where even 
one made shot would’ve have 
made it a 4-point lead and a 
two-possession game. 

Overtime proved no kind-
er to the Apaches, who suf-
fered through missed shots 
and turnovers – including 
back-to-back steals that were 
converted into baskets that 
built up a 10-point lead for 
the Panthers, a 5A team in 
the TAPPS private school 
division. 

Jaydyn Lookabill scored a 
game-high 24 to lead the 
Apaches. Goode added 13 
and Jacob Bakken 12 to lead 
the Apaches. 

The Apaches will host 
three consecutive games, 
starting Friday, Dec. 4 with a 
6 p.m. game against 6A Eagle 
Pass. The team then hosts 4A 
Bandera at 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 5, followed by 
a Tuesday, Dec. 8 matchup 
with 5A Bastrop at 7:30 p.m. 

The team defeated Luling, 
71-42, on Nov. 24. Lookabill 
scored 27, with Xavier 
Aguayo adding 14 and 
Braden Barfield 12. 

Lady Apaches Basketball
The Gonzales High School 

girls basketball recorded its 

fifth consecutive win on the 
road at Yoakum, 43-31, on 
Dec. 1.

After a sluggish first peri-
od that saw the Apaches (5-1) 
lead 8-4, Gonzales put up 13 
in the second period to take a 
21-10 halftime lead. The 
Apaches led 31-16 after three 
periods. 

Hayley Sample continued 
to lead the team’s scoring 
from the paint, recording a 
game-high 23 points. No 
other Apaches finished in 
double-digits, with Sam 
Barnick next at 7 points, and 
Caitlyn Rhoades with 6.

Outside shooting contin-
ued to be an area of concern, 
as the Apaches were and 
3-of-24 from outside the key 
– including just 1-for-11 
from 3-point range.

The Apaches are on the 
road to face 2A Kenedy on 
Friday, Dec. 4 for a 6:15 p.m. 
game, before traveling to 4A 
Sealy for a 6 p.m. game on 
Tuesday, Dec. 8. 

Mustangs basketball
 The Nixon-Smiley High 

School boys basketball team 
had its scheduled Dec. 1 
game at Pettus cancelled due 
to COVID-19. The Mustangs 
anticipate resuming play next 
week with a Tuesday, Dec. 8 
game at Sacred Heart at 6:15 
p.m.

Lady Mustangs basketball
The Nixon-Smiley High 

School Lady Mustangs bas-
ketball team suspended all 
activities due to COVID-19. 
The move cancelled the 
games Nov. 17 against 
Kenedy, Nov. 20 vs. Poteet, 
Nov. 23 vs. Yoakum, Nov. 24 
vs. Shiner, and its Dec. 1 
game at Shiner St. Paul.

The team has added a 
game into a previously open 
date on Friday, Dec. 4, host-
ing San Antonio Fox tech at 6 
p.m.

The girls have a Saturday, 
Dec. 5 home game against 
Yorktown at 3:30 p.m. before 
traveling to Hallettsville 
Sacred Heart on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 for a 6:30 p.m. game.

Waelder Wildcats
The Waelder High School 

girls basketball team will 
played its second game of the 
season on Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 
Moulton at 6 p.m. The team 
lost its opener back on Nov. 
24 to Medina, 30-26. 

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Missed free throws costly in Apaches OT loss
Gonzales Apaches

Girls Basketball
(0-0, 5-1)

• Nov. 6: Victoria West 56,  
Apaches 30

• Nov. 10: Apaches 61, La Grange 44
• Nov. 13: Apaches 65, Mathis 28
• Nov. 20: Apaches 57, Floresville 35
• Nov. 23: Apaches 60, SA SW 

Legacy 48
• Dec. 1: Apaches 43, Yoakum 31
• Dec. 4: @ Kenedy, 6:15 p.m.
• Dec. 8: @ Sealy, 6 p.m.
• Dec. 11: vs. Del Rio, 6 p.m
• Dec. 15: vs. Fredericksburg,  

7:30 p.m.
• Dec. 18: @ St. Paul, 6:15 p.m.
• Dec. 21: vs. Alice, 2:30 p.m.
• Dec. 28: @ Blanco, 2 p.m.
• Dec. 29: @ Seguin, 12 p.m.
• Dec. 30: vs. Aransas Pass, 1 p.m.
• Jan. 8: vs. Cuero, 7:30 p.m.*
• Jan 12:@ La Vernia, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 15: vs. Navarro, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 19: @ Pleasanton, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 22: Open
• Jan. 26: @ Cuero, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 29: vs. La Vernia, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Feb. 2: @ Navarro, 6:30 p.m.
• Feb. 5: vs. Pleasanton, 7:30 p.m.*#
* 4A District 27 game
# Senior Night
Head Coach: Mike Fowler

Gonzales Apaches
Boys Basketball

(0-0, 1-2)
• Nov. 21: Alamo Heights 72, 

Apaches 50
• Nov. 24: Apaches 71, Luling 42
• Dec. 1: TMI-Episcopal 72,  

Apaches 60
• Dec. 4: vs. Eagle Pass, 6 p.m.
• Dec. 5: vs. Bandera, 1:30 p.m.
• Dec. 8: vs. Bastrop, 7:30 p.m.
• Dec. 11: Open
• Dec. 12: @ Lockhart, 5 p.m.
• Dec. 15: vs. Poteet, 7:30 p.m.
• Dec. 18: vs. Victoria East, 7:30 p.m.
• Dec. 19: @ Jourdanton, 1:30 p.m.
• Dec. 28: @ Schulenberg, 3 p.m.
• Dec. 29: vs. Blanco, 1:30 p.m.
• Jan. 5: vs. Fredericksburg, 6 p.m.
• Jan. 8: Lehman, 7:30 p.m.
• Jan 12: vs. La Vernia, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 15: @ Navarro, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 19: vs. Pleasanton, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 22: Open
• Jan. 26: vs. Cuero, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Jan. 29: @ La Vernia, 7:30 p.m.* 
• Feb. 2: vs. Navarro, 6:30 p.m.
• Feb. 5: @ Pleasanton, 7:30 p.m.*
• Feb. 12: @ Cuero, 7:30 p.m.*
* 4A District 27 game
# Senior Night
Head Coach: Alec Paramski

Nixon-Smiley Mustang
Girls Basketball

(0-0, 1-1)
• Nov. 10: Yorktown 51,  Mustangs 43
• Nov. 14: Mustangs 44, Natalia 30
• Dec. 1: @ Shiner St. Paul (Canceled)
• Dec. 4: vs. San Antonio Fox Tech, 6 p.m.
• Dec. 5: vs. Yorktown, 3:30 p.m.
• Dec. 8: @ Hallettsville Sacred 

Heart, 6:30 p.m
• Dec. 11: Open
• Dec. 12: @ Karnes City, 12:30 p.m.
• Dec. 15: vs. Stockdale, 6:30 p.m.*
• Dec. 18: @ Cole, 6:30 p.m.*
• Dec. 22: @ GH Northern Oaks, 6:30 p.m.*
• Dec. 30: vs. Luling, 6:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 5: Open
• Jane 8: @ Marion, 6:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 12: vs. Randolph, 6:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 15: @ Stockdale, 6:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 19: vs. Cole, 6:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 22: vs. GH Northern Oaks, 6:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 26: @ Luling, 6:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 29: Open	
• Feb. 2: vs. Marion, 6:30 p.m.*
• Feb. 5: @Randolph, 6:30 p.m.*

*3A District 26 game
Head Coach: Jeff Van Auken

Nixon-Smiley Mustang
Boys Basketball

(0-0, 1-1)
• Nov. 17: Mustangs 53, Waelder 36
• Nov. 20: McMullen 59, Mustangs 35
• Dec. 4: Open
• Dec. 8: @ Sacred Heart, 6:15 p.m.
• Dec. 11: vs. Nordheim, 6:15 p.m.
• Dec. 12: vs. Pleasanton Home, 3:30 p.m.
• Dec. 15: @ Natalia, 6:15 p.m.
• Dec. 18: vs. Kenedy, 6:15 p.m.
• Dec. 22: vs. GH Northern Oaks, 6:30 p.m.*
• Dec. 30: @ Luling, 1:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 5: @ G.H.M.V., 6:15 p.m.*
• Jan. 8: vs. Marion, 7:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 12: @ Randolph Away, 7:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 15: vs. Stockdale Home, 7:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 19: @ Cole Away, 7:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 22: @ GH Northern Oaks, 6:15 p.m.*
• Jan. 26: vs. Luling, 7:30 p.m.*
• Jan. 29: vs. G.H.M.V., 6:15 p.m.*
• Feb. 2: @ Marion, 7:30 p.m.*
• Feb. 5: vs. Randolph, 7:30 p.m.*
• Feb. 9: @ Stockdale, 7:30 p.m.*
• Feb. 12: vs. Cole, 7:30 p.m.*

*3A District 26 game
Head Coach: Carlton McKinney

Waelder Wildcats
Girls Basketball

(0-0, 0-1)
• Nov. 24: Medina 30, Wildcats 26
• Dec. 8: @ Moulton, 6 p.m. 
• Dec. 11: vs. Nordheim, 6 p.m.*
• Dec. 18: @ Runge, 6 p.m.*
• Jan. 5: vs. Mcdade, 6 p.m.*
• Jan. 12: vs. Austwell, 6 p.m.*
• Jan. 15: vs. Moulton, 6 p.m.*
• Jan. 19: @ Nordheim, 6 p.m.*
• Jan. 22: vs. Prairie Lea, 6 p.m.*
• Jan. 26: vs. Runge, 6 p.m.*
• Jan. 29: @ Mcdade, 6 p.m.*
• Feb. 5: @ Austwell, 6 p.m.* 

*1A District 30 game
Head Coach: Elizabeth Harris

Waelder Wildcats
Boys Basketball

(0-0, 0-2)
• Nov. 17: Nixon-Smiley 53, Wildcats 36
• Nov. 20: Weimer 67, Wildcats 45
• Dec. 1: Round Top Carmine 71, 

Wildcats 49
• Dec. 4: vs. Yoakum, 5 p.m
• Dec. 5: @ Flatonia, 1 p.m.
• Dec. 11: vs. Hallettsville, 4:30 p.m.
• Dec. 15: @Prairie Lea, 7 p.m.*
• Dec. 18: @ Runge Runge, 7 p.m.*
• Dec. 21: @ LaGrange, 12 p.m.
• Dec. 28: @ Dimebox, 3 p.m.
•  Jan. 5: vs. McDade, 7 p.m.*
•  Jan. 12: vs. Austwell, 7 p.m.*
• Jan. 15: vs. Moulton, 7 p.m.*
• Jan. 19: @ Nordheim, 7 p.m.*
• Jan. 22: vs. Prairie Lea, 7 p.m.*
• Jan. 26: vs. Runge, 7 p.m.*
• Jan. 29: @ McDade, 7 p.m.*
• Feb. 5: @ Austwell, 7 p.m.*
• Feb. 9: @ Moulton, 7 p.m.*
• Feb. 12: vs. Nordheim, 7 p.m.*

*1A District 30 game
Head Coach:  Justin Harris

Jacob Bakken, right, and Jahaius Goode, middle, go up for a rebound Dec. 1 against TMI-
Episcopal on Dec. 1.  (Steve Fountain)

Apaches guard Xavier Aguayo is fouled while dribbling up the court against TMI-
Episcopal. (Steve Fountain)

Jaydyn Lookabill (21) pushes the ball up court against TMI-
Episcopal. He finished with 24 points for the Apaches. 
(Steve Fountain)

See APACHES, page 13

SPORTS

Gonzales High School basketball coach Alec Paramski 
discusses a called foul with a referee in the fourth quarter of 
the Apaches’ 72-60 loss to TMI-Episcopal. (Steve Fountain)
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The Nixon-Smiley Education Foundation
extends a huge thank you to our sponsors!

Our Annual Texas Hold ’Em Fundraiser returns April 17, 2021. For information about becoming
a sponsor or purchasing tickets, contact Darby at (830) 582-1536, ext 306.

-Drake & Tera Thompson
-John & Sherrie Robinson
-Robert Harvey PC
-GVEC
-Walsh Gallegos Trevino Russo & Kyle PC
-Jimmy & Debra Springs
-Ilene Gohmert, CPA
-HEB
-Caraway Ford
-Finch Funeral Home
-Janicek Insurance Agency

-Phillip & Becky Morris
-Janicek Income Tax Service, Inc.
-Nolan & Ruth Ryan
-Holmes Foods, Inc.
-The Flippen Group
-Smiley Bantam Activity Group
-Richard & Kathleen Faulkner
-Hoffmann Floors
-Joe & Carol Nuinez
-Linda Warzecha
-Robert & Vicki Pattilo

The Romberg House
Assisted Living Residence

Gonzales, Texas

License # 030010www.TXARR.com

We have yet to have a
resident with Covid

For Stacy Zella, having a license in Social Work 
has eased the transition to this more personal form
of long-term care.  As an experienced manager, 
she will be able to follow her passion for working 
with the senior population.

“It’s so exciting working at the Romberg House with 
these residents and their families in the community 
where I was raised and still live.”

Suites Currently Available

Call For Appointment

830-672-8249

210 Qualls St.
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The boys basketball team 
lost to Round Top Carmine, 
71-49, on Dec. 1. Ryan Valdez 
had 21 points for the Wildcats. 

The team is scheduled to 
host Yoakum on Friday, Dec. 
4 at 5 p.m., and at Flatonia on 
Saturday, Dec. 5 at 1 p.m. 

GHS Powerlifting
The Gonzales High School 

powerlifting team is set to 
opens its season on Saturday, 
Jan. 9 at Kyle Lehman High 
School. The team has five 
meets scheduled ahead of the 
March 3 girls regional and 
March 13 boys regional. 

dimensional target, and a .22 rifle 
for fixed targets are varying dis-
tances.

“When you’re on this team, you 
kind of have to be proficient in 
everything,” Cooper said. “You 
have to be able to shoot a rifle, as 
well as a bow, as well as a muzzle 
loader, and a shotgun. It’s diffi-
cult.”

Cooper has been competing in 
the event for three years – includ-
ing the 2019-2020 season that was 
wiped out due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Starting young
But his time in 4-H and hunting 

are among his early childhood 
memories. 

“I’ve been in shooting sports 
since I was Kindergarten-age,” said 
Cooper, who turns 16 in January. 
“I think that is one of the great 
things about this organization is 
that it is more than just shooting; it 
is teaching kids that are so young 
the right way to handle firearms 
and be proficient in everything.”

Cooper remembers starting out 
single-shot .22 caliber rifles and 
pistols. 

“They all had minimal moving 
parts to keep things simple,” he 
said. “We worked our way up 
slowly, shooting a little bit of 
everything.”

Both of Cooper’s parents – Erin 
and Brennon – are avid hunters. 
His younger brother, Coy, 13, is 
part of the same 4-H shooting club 
and competes in the sport clay 
event.

Making the team
Like many other activities, com-

petitions shut down after Spring 
Break 2020 due to COVID-19.  In 
selecting a four-person team for 
the Hunting Skills competition, 
state organizers took into account 
everything from practice rounds 
to competitions from the previous 
season. 

Cooper thinks his performance 
at the state 4-H shooting competi-
tion in Manor in July 2019 was 
pivotal in his selection. 

“I did very well in the last com-
petition that I went to,” he said. “I 
believe that is what secured my 
spot this year, just because I 
excelled in the hunting and wild-
life event – which I have never 
really done before. So I showed 
very big growth. That’s what really, 
really secured me a spot. 

Cooper stressed that there was 
more to the competitions than 
shooting. 

“Shooting makes up small part 
of score,” Cooper said. “There are 
four categories that test your 
knowledge – not just of hunting, 
but of fishing and other outdoor 

sports. Three are written and one 
is where you presented scenarios 
in person.

“Presentation of skills, answer-
ing verbally – all 4-H activities 
require it. Shooting skills do not 
get enough credit in developing 
verbal and social skills.”

Prepping for June
With teammates in Grimes, 

Travis, and Van Zandt counties, 
coordinating a joint practice cre-
ates some logistical challenges. 

The team hopes to get together 
as many as 12 times ahead of 
Nebraska. 

Cooper said one of his team-
mates alternated between first and 
second in each of the four Hunting 
Skills events in their last competi-
tion.

“There’s a little bit of a love-hate 
relationship there,” Cooper said 
with a laugh.

While Cooper competes with 
the Gonzales County-based 
Sundowners 4-H Club, he prac-
tices with the Guadalupe County 
4-H, which has one of the best 
programs in the state. Cooper and 
his mother are looking to solidify a 
shooting team in Gonzales County 
in the near future.

Erin and Cooper trying to 

develop club within Gonzales 
County. 

“My sister and I learned shoot-
ing through the 4-H and the 
NRA,” Erin said. “We recently 
received a grant from the NRA for 
the Gonzales County 4-H shoot-
ing team to buy new equipment. 
Some of the equipment we have 
now my sister and I used.”

The competition
Cooper says the archery portion 

of the Hunting Skills is his favorite. 
“Archery is the best:100 percent, 

absolutely, no question,” he said. 
His least favorite is the sporting 

clays. He said he puts in the most 
practice on the clays, trying to 
improve what is usually his lowest 
score in the shooting competition. 

“It’s so hard to get it,” Cooper 
said. “You have to be naturally 
gifted to shoot a shotgun. It keeps 
me on my toes and is the most 
challenging. It hurst my score the 
most.”

There is no set layout for the 
shooting clays. Distances vary. 
Launchers are hidden from view. 
The competitor never knows 
where the clay will be coming 
from or the direction it will go.  

Once at one of the shooting 

positions, the competitor yells 
“pull.” 

“Sometimes they throw clays on 
the ground – called rabbits,” 
Cooper said. “Sometimes they 
shoot straight up – that’s very dif-
ficult.  I’ve never had a bird fly 
straight up on me. I think they do 
that to keep us on our toes. They 
can be at an angle in front of you 
like a pheasant, towards you like a 
duck going over your decoy, fly 
laterally like a dove. 

“… Something is going to hap-
pen. You just don’t know what it is 
going to do or where it come from. 
It could be a hole in a bush which 
gives you very little time to shoot, 
or it could be across open pasture 
and you have all the time in the 
world.”

Scoring is based on either a “hit” 
or a “miss.”

Cooper said muzzle-loaders 
bring their own set of challenges. 
Competitors load a .50 caliber lead 
ball through the barrel opening, 
using a ramrod to pack the percus-
sion cap, black powder, and the 
lead ball. 

The challenge is that there is a 
delay between the time the trigger 
is pulled and when the cap ignites. 
That means the shooter has to stay 
steady after they pull the trigger. 

“I see a lot of people struggle – 
when I try to help a lot of people 
–  who struggle with that event 
because it is so difficult to not look 
where you shot immediately after 
you pull the trigger, which you can 
do with a modern gun, but can’t 
with a muzzle loader,” Cooper 
said.

The event is scored on a hit-or-
miss basis, which the target mount-
ed on the kill zone of animal-
shaped targets. 

A .22 caliber rifle is used for a 
fixed target rifle event. Targets can 
vary in distance from 20 to 60 
yards, and in the size of the kill 
zone with targets ranging from the 
size of a squirrel to that of a bear. In 
addition, portions of the competi-
tion may require shooting uphill or 
downhill. Competitors are not 
allowed to measure distance, so 
they must estimate distance when 
using the front and rear sites – no 
scopes – on the rifle, while also 
adjust for wind and trajectory. 

Competitors get one shot at each 
of six targets and are scored on a 
hit-or-miss basis on the kill-zone 
target. 

Cooper used a compound bow 
for his favorite event.

Three-dimensional targets of 
turkeys, antelope, deer, bears and 
other critters are placed at distanc-
es from seven to 80 yards.

Unlike the hit-or-miss, there is a 
ringed target over target’s kill zone. 
A hit in the inner circle (heart) is 
worth 12 points and the outer cir-
cle (lungs) is worth 10. A miss is 
zero; however, a hit outside the kill 
zone will deduct points from a 
score. 

“It’s better to miss than to hit 
outside of target,” Cooper said. “It 
mimics the ethics of hunting.”

Off the range
Cooper’s interests go beyond 

shooting sports. He is fascinated by 
the medical field and is exploring 
becoming a cardio-thoracic sur-
geon. He also plays on the Apaches’ 
baseball team, has a breeder goat 
herd and shows goats in both 4-H 
and FFA events. 

“I’m a busy guy. I love to hunt 
and fish,” Cooper said at the end of 
the phone interview – while sitting 
in his family’s hunting Jeep on the 
way back from a hunt. 

TEAM
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Local shooting team
Erin Lindemann-LaBuhn is 

working on developing the 4-H 
shooting program in Gonzales 
County. Anyone interested in 
joining the local club may con-
tact Erin at: erinlabuhn@
yahoo.com

Cooper LaBuhn says that archery is his favorite of the four events 
included in the 4-H Hunting Skills competitions. (Courtesy Photo)

Practices for Cooper LaBuhn include targets on his family’s ranch, the 
4-H ranges in Guadalupe County, as well as a range operated by law 
enforcement in Guadalupe County. (Courtesy Photo)

T.J. Riojas looks to make a pass against TMI-Episcopal on Dec. 1. (Steve 
Fountain)

Apaches guard Brady Barfield (1) covers a TMI-Episcopal player in the 
second half of the teams’ Dec. 1 game. (Steve Fountain)



Call now to schedule your

WELLNESS PHYSICAL

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
 

GARTH O. VAZ, M.D.
830-672-2424    1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Dr.

Veteran Owned and Operated

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic

Fehner & Son Grain Co., LPFehner & Son Grain Co., LP
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales TX 78629          (830) 672-37101922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales TX 78629          (830) 672-3710

We have: 
Permethrin 10%
Cydectin Pour-on

Precision Syringes and 70 ml Magnum Gun
Plus more!

Fehner & Son has what you need to protect
your livestock from those pesky insects!
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the City has breached these 
terms by building the J.B. 
Wells Park, Expo and Arena 
on the property, as well as 
temporarily leasing some of 
the property as R.V. lots 
and entering into mineral 
leases on the property. 

Judge Spencer also wrote 
that a recent order from the 
U.S. Supreme Court sus-
pending certain kinds of 
jury trials through Feb. 1 
could force the current trial 
date of Jan. 26 to be moved. 

When reached for com-
ment, representation for 
the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary stat-
ed that as orders for these 

rulings have not yet been 
filed, any comment is “pre-
mature.”

Representation for the 
City did not respond to the 
Inquirer’s request for com-
ment before publication 
time.

Copies of these filings 
may be accessed at the 
Gonzales County Clerk’s 
Office.

J.B. WELLS
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contest, Jump-n-Fun Games, a photo 
booth, face painting and more. 

A live music performance will be given 
by Ty Dillon from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Carriage 
rides will also be given by the Buggy Barn 
Museum from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. Studio E 
will be having the first of its Christmas 
performances from 5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the downtown square.

From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., the Pioneer 
Village Living History Center will offer its 
annual “Stars in the Village” programming, 
with campfire popcorn, cookies, Wassail, 

hot chocolate, candle and ornament mak-
ing, as well as a visit with Santa. Admission 
is $5 for ages 5-12, and $8 for adults. 

The Lighted Christmas Parade will pass 
through downtown historic Gonzales from 
7 p.m. to 8 p.m., followed by a Tree Lighting 
ceremony. The next Miss Gonzales County 
and Royal Court will also be announced at 
this time. 

From 8 p.m. until close, there will be an 
opportunity for families to have pictures 
taken with Santa. 

Given that there are still active cases of 
coronavirus in Gonzales County, Gonzales 
Main Street encourages continued extend-
ed cleanliness measures such as hand 
washing, staying home when sick, social 
distancing. 

WINTERFEST
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By KATE MCGEE
Texas Tribune

The number of Texas 
high school seniors filling 
out the federal financial aid 
application for college, 
known as FAFSA, is down 
so far from last year, a sign 
worrying state higher edu-
cation leaders that the 
COVID-19 pandemic is 
still disrupting many stu-
dents’ pathway to college.

According to the 
National College 
Attainment Network’s 
FAFSA tracker,  just 24% of 
Texas seniors have filled 
out the vital Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid as of Nov. 20, a 
14.6% decline compared to 
the same time last year.

Preliminary enrollment 
data from the state shows 
this fall’s college enrollment 
was down 3%, or more than 
47,000 students, primarily 
among community colleg-
es.

The enrollment and 
application data was dis-
cussed at a Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating 
Board press conference, 
where officials said they are 
concerned that the pan-
demic is disproportionately 
affecting underrepresented 
students, including low-
income students, Hispanic 
and Black students, and 
rural students.

Higher education leaders 
across Texas say high 
school counselors are 
struggling to connect with 
students virtually and stu-
dents aren’t receiving the 
same information about 
college applications and 
financial aid that they 
would be if they were in 
school every day.

“A year ago it was really 
easy to find a high school 
senior in the hall at the 
school, but now the student 
may not even be in the 
building,” said John 
Fitzpatrick, executive direc-
tor of the nonprofit Educate 
Texas, on a call with report-
ers Tuesday.

To combat the declines, 
the state recently launched 
a public-private partner-
ship called  Future Focused 
Texas  to better support 
counselors and students, 
and maintain the state’s col-
lege enrollment numbers 

during the pandemic.
The program includes 

weekly resources that 
school counselors can pass 
to students with deadlines, 
financial aid eligibility 
requirements and FAFSA 
supports. The state also 
created a new chatbot 
called  ADVi  that can 
immediately answer stu-
dents’ questions 24 hours a 
day, send reminder texts 
and connect students with 
virtual advisers during the 
week.

So far, 700 counselors 
across the state have already 
opted into the program, but 
the group is trying to dou-
ble that number. More than 
100,000 high school seniors 
have signed up for the text 
message program.

Program leaders say they 
are trying to meet students 
where they are on social 
media.

“They will listen to 
another kid on Tik Tok or 
something a lot more than 
me as their dad,” said 
Fitzpatrick, referring to his 
own teenagers. “We’re try-
ing to use the same tools to 
create this sense of this 
online community so kids 
and families can do the 
same thing they do with 
Amazon to apply and get 

into college.”
Students can also get 

feedback from peers on the 
college admissions essays.

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has thrown a wrench in 
Texas’ progress toward its 
60x30 plan, which aims to 
ensure 60% of Texans age 
25 to 34 have some kind of 
postsecondary credential 
by 2030. According to  a 
report presented  to the 
board in October, progress 
had slowed between 2015 
and 2018 so the state was 
already unlikely to meet 
that goal by its deadline.

“Accelerating progress 
will require strengthening 
academic preparation, sup-
port and advising in K-12 
and higher education to 
improve higher education 
completions in Texas,” the 
report stated.

“It also will require the 
state’s ability to make a 
strong recovery from the 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on Texas schools 
and the economy.”

While the program is 
focused on high school 
seniors, juniors can also opt 
in to the new text message 
program by texting 
COLLEGE to (512) 829-
3687.

Decline in financial aid signals
possible drop in college plans
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