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Gonzales County property values soar
Certified taxable property values 

for Gonzales County are up by nearly 
a third over last year, according to the 

certified appraised value rolls from the 
Gonzales Central Appraisal District.

The certified appraisal rolls were made 
public on July 25 and are what local gov-
erning bodies use to determine and set 
their tax rate for the next fiscal year.

GONZALES COUNTY
Gonzales County shows a total market 

value of more than $8.4 billion, which 
includes land value of more than $3.8 
billion, improvement value of nearly 
$1.38 billion, personal property value of 

more than $121.1 million and mineral 
market value of more than $3.1 billion. 
With a productivity loss of more than 
$3.3 billion, that drops the total market 

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

See PROPERTY, page 16

Freedom Writers 
author speaks to 
GISD teachers, staff
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Erin Gruwell, educator, 
guest lecturer, and lauded 
author of “Freedom Writ-
ers,” as well as the founder 
of Freedom Writers Foun-
dation, was a special guest 
speaker for Gonzales ISD’s 
Back-To-School convocation 
Thursday, Aug. 4, at the J.B. 
Wells Expo Center.

Listening to student 
voices was the message 
presented by the famous au-
thor/teacher to the teaching 
faculty and staff members of 
Gonzales ISD.

Gruwell detailed her story 
about the “Freedom Writ-
ers,” her novel, which was 
turned into a 2007 Hilary 
Swank movie of the same 

VANDY VAN EPPS
Erin Gruwell hugs Nicole Johnson-Davis at the GISD  Back to School 
Convocation.

BACK TO SCHOOL BLAST

Above: The Apache Flames 
perform a dance routine in 
Independence Square as part of 
Apache Night during the Back 
to School Blast. The Apache 
cheerleaders from both the 
middle and high school also 
performed. Left: Gonzales 
Apache football players were 
ready to throw T-shirts to the 
crowd during the Back to 
School Blast on Saturday, Aug. 
6. The team will play their first 
regular season game in the 
Joey Rivera era at home against 
Cedar Creek on Friday, Aug. 26. 
For more photos, see page 7.

PHOTOS BY LEW K. COHN

Commissioner voices 
concern about water supply 
for large rural subdivisions
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County Precinct 
2 Commissioner Donnie 
Brzozowski told his fel-
low commissioners he has 
concerns about contractors 
wanting to build large sub-
divisions out in rural county 
areas without knowing if 
there will be enough water 
to support these develop-

ments.
During a recent Gonzales 

County Commissioners 
Court meeting, Brzozowski 
said he was recently con-
tacted by one company 
“about wanting to do a sub-
division that would be on 
420 acres and they want to 
do 42 homesites” near the 
Waelder area.

“It’s not even a mile from 

Gonzales County commissioners propose decrease in property tax rate

Gonzales County commissioners on 
Monday, Aug. 8, proposed a 2022 tax 
rate of $0.3071 per $100 valuation — a 

decrease of 13.2 cents from last year’s 
adopted tax rate of $0.4391.

That rate is equal to what is called the 
“no-new-revenue rate,” which essen-
tially a tax rate that would produce the 
same amount of taxes if applied to the 

same properties taxed in the current 
and prior fiscal year, without taking any 
new improvements into consideration.

The marked decrease in the tax rate 
is due to appraisals in Gonzales County 
increasing by nearly a third overall. If 

adopted, the new tax rate would gener-
ate a total of $13,544,875 in tax revenue 
for the budget.

Commissioners had the ability to 

A shortage of juvenile deten-
tion beds throughout the state 
of Texas has Gonzales County 

in the same predicament as 
other counties — having to 
secure services with the few 
counties that have bed space 
available.

On Monday, Aug. 8, the 

Gonzales County Commission-
ers Court approved short-term 
detention contracts for juvenile 
offenders with six counties — 

County signs pacts for juvenile detention beds
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The Gonzales ISD school 
board met for its regularly 
scheduled meeting Monday, 

Aug. 8, to discuss several line 
items on the agenda.

One of the big items that was 
discussed the FY23 Truancy 
Prevention and Intervention 
Program. Director of PEIMS 

Sarah Gottwald went over the 
reasoning for the board to 
approve the grant. Gottwald 
explained if awarded, the 

See AUTHOR, page 18

See WATER, page 17

See TAXES, page 17

See BEDS, page 16

GISD addresses truancy, adult meal costs
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

See GISD, page 17
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Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

August 15August 15
97º/77º

Very warm with sun and clouds
29% chance of rain ● RealFeel 98

SUNNYSUNNY

August 11August 11
97º/75º

A t-storm around in the p.m.
40% chance of rain ● RealFeel 104

August 13August 13
98º/77º

Sunny, warm and less humid
4% chance of rain ● RealFeel 101

Cloudy and very warm
29% chance of rain ● RealFeel 98

August 17August 17
98º/74º

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

August 12August 12
93º/75º

Warm; a stray p.m. t-storm
49% chance of rain ● RealFeel 99

August 14August 14
98°/77°

Mostly sunny and very warm
5% chance of rain ● RealFeel 103

CLOUDYCLOUDY

August 16August 16
99º/77º

Partly sunny and very warm
29% chance of rain ● RealFeel 100

MOSTLY SUNNYMOSTLY SUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

brought to you by

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
August 11th

Linda Coffin
Agnes Gast
Mary Irle

Miguel Maldonado
Zamian Martinez

August 12th
Jennifer Casares

Lisa Green
John Henderson

Tyler Howell
Gavin Ivey

Donna Kuchynka
Bailey Petras

Crystal Sepeda

August 13th
Scott Barfield
Sue Behlen

Slayden Boehm
Florene Braune

Christopher Brzozowski
Craig DeBerry

Kasey Reese Floyd
Blake Noahubi
Mia Schauer

Donnie Tenberg
Sarah Thomas

August 14th
Peggy Barnett

Wendy Barthels
Kyle Day

Cheryl DuBose
James Hamilton

Joshua David Haynes
Debbie Schmidt

Tony Vega Sr

August 15th
Bill Davis

Halea Heiman
Krista Keefe

Lawren Kridler
Nick Skipper

August 16th
Jill Barnett

Jennifer Benes
Gwen Lamprecht Craig

Holly Danz
Roger Gonzales

Audrey Irle
Erika James
Reese Lester

Bradley Stamport
Virgie Vega

August 17th
Stephanie Hill

James Padgett JR.
Robert Scheske
Amanda Sepeda

LeeAnn Weathermon

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
SOPHIE’S

TREASURES
A Little Bit of Everything

620 St. Paul
Gonzales, Texas 78629

512-318-7599

Friday through Monday 10 AM to 5:30 PM

Commissioners learn about flood tracking, new museum
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County Emergency Manage-
ment will be taking part in a new program 
through the University of Texas at Austin 
and the Texas Department of Emergency 
Management that will help track flooding 
data on the Guadalupe and San Marcos 
river and their tributaries.

GCEM director Jimmy Harless spoke 
about the program during a Monday, 
Aug. 8, meeting of the Gonzales County 
Commissioners Court. Harless said 
Gonzales County was asked to take part 
in testing the application.

“Our first responders will receive an 
app they will log into and they will take 
this and go out to sites where they can 
remember where the water’s edge was 
in the past during a flood,” Harless said. 
“They will go out and drop a pin where 
the water’s edge was at that time, or at 
least, where they remember it to have 
been.

“We can come back to my office and, 
about an hour later, the pin populates 
information into software I have on my 
computer that will show us where the 
water level was in the past. We can then 
use that to determine what residences, 
if any, would be located within the flood 
plain and would be impacted.”

Harless said the county will be testing 
the application on Thursday, Aug. 11, 
with help from first responders, includ-
ing volunteer firefighters, sheriff’s depu-
ties and even DPS troopers.

“Let’s say, for example, we have a 
flood event in the next couple of years,” 
Harless said. “Our first responders who 
are out there are law enforcement or 
EMS or whomever go out, find that high 
water mark, drop that pin in and I’m 
able to see real live flooding coverage at 
the Emergency Management Office as 

to where the water is. It’s also tied into 
the National Weather Service.

“The program tells me what that water 
level is as it’s coming at us along both 
the San Marcos and the Guadalupe 
or their tributaries, and then it also 
highlights the residences that could be 
affected by that.  So in my opinion, it’s 
an extremely beneficial product that we 
could have for Gonzales County.”

The program is being made available 
to counties free of charge, Harless said.

Commissioners also heard from Don-
ald Hoffman of the Rancho Nixon His-
torical Association regarding projects 
that organization has been working on 
to promote history in the Nixon area.

“That area was the origin point of the 
American quarter horse, which we can 
document, and it was the probable ori-
gin of the American cowboy in between 
the Guadalupe and Atascosita rivers,” 
Hoffman said. “In the area was the larg-
est ranch in colonial Texas with more 
than 2 million acres — even bigger than 

the King Ranch. A lot of these things 
people don’t know, so our historical as-
sociation has dedicated itself to spread-
ing the news and we hope that you will 
help us by understanding that it takes 
money to do these things.”

Hoffman said Rancho Nixon His-
torical Association has spent nearly 
$200,000 in private donations that has 
been used to develop a Rancho Nixon 
Historical Park, to which he said Pre-
cinct 4 Commissioner Collie Boatright 
Jr. has lent his assistance. Also, there 
have been some 156 Texas historical 
markers erected in the area, including 
31 which are about famed gunslinger 
John Wesley Hardin, who practiced law 
in the Gonzales and Nixon area in the 
1890s after he was released from jail.

“What I’m asking you to do is please 
consider investing in our association, 
to tell the story that we have to tell,” 
Hoffman said. “And I think it will be 
a tremendous economic impact. It’ll 
bring tourists, possibly another motel 

to the area. The Witte Museum has said 
they would make us a satellite if we 
could have a proper facility to display 
our things, and the John Wesley Hardin 
family are all behind us, using their 
records and their research, to do a John 
Wesley Hardin tour. So, with your help, 
and your consideration of an invest-
ment in our Rancho Nixon Historical 
Association, we’d like to go forward with 
a museum that would be a satellite of 
the Witte Museum.”

Hoffman said there are plans to do 
“two large entrance monuments, along 
with other things that we want to do, to 
track tourism and to tell the history of 
Gonzales.” He showed members of the 
court renderings of what the monu-
ments would look like.

“We’re all part of this thing together,” 
Hoffman said. “I know that you handle 
millions of dollars in this commis-
sioner’s court. I would think that you 
could hopefully find some money to 
invest in a project that would be of great 
economic importance to our area and 
would have an impact on the whole 
county.”

LEW K. COHN
Artist renderings show two possible entrance 
monuments that would be erected outside a 
potential Rancho Nixon Historical Association 
museum to honor the cowboy and ranching 
heritage of the Nixon area.

Gonzales ISD will provide 
free meals to all students
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Gonzales ISD an-
nounced that for the up-
coming 2022-23 school 
year, all GISD schools 
will operate under the 
Community Eligibility 
Provision (CEP) and 
provide free breakfast 
and lunch to all children 
attending school.

CEP eliminates the 
need to collect meal 

applications for free, 
reduced-price, and paid 
student meals. This 
approach also reduces 
the financial burden 
for families and ad-
ministrative burden for 
school administrators. 

For more information, 
please contact GISD 
Food Service Director 
Edward Wayner at 535 
Fair Street, Gonzales, TX 
78629 or email edward.
wayner@gonzalesisd.
net or call 830-672-7508.

Police identify victims from Aug. 2 shooting
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The victims of two Gonzales 
shootings from last week have been 
identified by Gonzales police.

Jesse Russell Jr., 53, of Gonzales, 
was shot and killed at a residence 
at 410 Village Drive on Tuesday, 
Aug. 2, while Jacquline Marlene 
Mathis, 58, of Gonzales, was shot 
and injured at a residence in the 
1100 block of Hastings Street that 
same evening.

Carol Hunt Russell, 55, of Gon-
zales, surrendered to police in re-
sponse to both incidents, Lt. Jason 

Montoya of the Gonzales Police 
Department said. She remains in 
the Gonzales County Jail, charged 
with murder and aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon.

Bond was set by Precinct 3 Jus-
tice of the Peace Darryl Becker at 

$600,000 on the murder charge and 
$150,000 on the aggravated assault 
charge.

Jesse Russell Jr. is the ex-husband 
of Carol Hunt Russell, while it was 
not immediately clear what relation-
ship, if any, Mathis had to her alleged 
assailant or the other victim. Mathis 
was last reported to be in stable con-
dition at an Austin hospital.

The Gonzales Police Depart-
ment, The Gonzales Sheriff’s Office 
and the Department of Public 
Safety Texas Rangers are working 
jointly on the investigation, which 
is still ongoing.

Jesse 
Russell

Carol Hunt 
Russell

Groups partner up to host pet meet and greet

In an effort to get the 
word out about dog 
adoptions, Gonzales Dog 
Adoptions is partnering 
with Come and Take It 
Dance Studio and hosting 
“Dog Days of Summer 
Meet and Greet.” The 
event will be on Sunday, 
Aug. 14 and will be in-
doors at Come and Take 
It Dance Studio.

“We do want to give 
back in to the commu-
nity,” said Gonzales Dog 
Adoption correspondent 
Victoria Sourbeck.  “I 
hope it raises the aware-
ness that we’re here and 
bring awareness to the 
stray dogs that are in 
Gonzales. Let’s get some 
pups adopted!”

In 2021, Gonzales Dog 
Adoption had nearly 500 
dogs come through their 
doors, according to their 
data. Of those intakes, 
36 were adopted and 48 
were reunited. The need 
for dog adoptions is quite 
strong as 2021 was one 

of the worst years for 
Gonzales Dog Adoptions, 
and the aftermath of the 
pandemic may have af-
fected this.

“2021 was the worst,” 
said Gonzales Dog Adop-
tion owner Keiko Mc-
Cormick. “The pandemic 
in 2020, we ended up 
emptying out. Everybody 
wanted to adopt, then 
summer 2021 happened 
and people had to go 
back to work and they 
dropped their dogs here.”

Seven dogs had to be 
euthanized in 2021. 

“Very rarely do we 
euthanize a dog that’s 
too aggressive for us to 
handle. But, unfortu-
nately, it does happen,” 
Sourbeck said. 

So far, there are a list 
of eight dogs that will be 
in attendance. However, 
with the help of Gonzales 
Dog Adoption, there may 
be more in attendance.

“Hopefully we do more 
than that (8), but it all 
depends on the dog and 
their compatibility,” Vic-
toria said. “We’ll have all 

the dogs listed and their 
names.”  

Meeting potential furry 
friends for the household 
isn’t the only thing that 
will be available at this 
event.

“This upcoming event, 
we’ve invited some local 
vendors around the com-
munity to set up shop,” 
Sourbeck said. “People 
can shop and check out 
some dogs as well.”

 Gonzales County is 
currently under extreme 
heat warnings. As a 
result, this is the first 
time the dance studio is 
hosting this event in an 
indoor venue.

“When it’s outdoors 
and it’s hot, people will 
want to walk through 
quickly and they might 
miss the dog of their 
dreams,” said Gary 
Franco, ballet teacher.

Gonzales Dog 
Adoption does plan on 
setting up a Christmas 
event entitled Santa 
Paws, which will take 
place on Dec.11.

“What we do is we 
bring in Santa, and you 
can bring pets, children, 
and yourself,” Sourbeck 
said. “We once had some-
one bring a baby wallaby 
so any pets are welcome, 
not just dogs.”

BY CLAYTON KELLEY
For the Inquirer
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

August 12-13
South Texas Tour

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

GONZALES LIVESTOCK MARKET
August 6
Cattle 2176
Compared to our last sale: Number 1 
choice calves and yearlings sold very 
active.  Less quality calves and year-
lings sold weaker. Packer cows & bulls 
sold steady.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium and 
large-frame No. 1: 150-300 lbs., 215-
220; 300-400 lbs., 205-210; 400-500 
lbs., 180-189; 500-600 lbs., 163-172; 
600-700 lbs, 154-160; 700-800 lbs, 
145-150.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 95-100.
Stocker-feeder Heifers: Medium and 
large from No. 1: 150-300 lbs., 175-
185; 300-400 lbs., 165-170; 400-500 
lbs., 162-158; 500-600 lbs., 151-155; 
600-700 lbs., 134-145.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility and com-
mercial, 57-67; Cutters, 71-81; Canners, 
34-51; High yielding fat cows, 71-83.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, good 
heavy bulls, 94-106; Light weights and 
medium quality bulls, 84-92.
Stockers Cows: $600 to $900.
Pairs: $750 to $1,000. 

NIXON LIVESTOCK
August 8
Cattle – 1832
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $165-235
300-400 lbs - $164-215
400-500 lbs - $152-206
500-600 lbs - $141-186
600-700 lbs - $138-169
700-800 lbs - $135-152
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $144-210
300-400 lbs - $147-195
400-500 lbs - $148-225
500-600 lbs - $141-215
600-700 lbs - $129-185
700-800 lbs - $131-137
Slaughter Cows - $25-88
Slaughter Bulls - $86-106
Stocker Cows – $450-1000
Pairs:  $650-1075

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION CO., INC.
Sale date: August 2
Cattle on hand: 2830
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $51-81
Utility & Fat Cows: $50-80
Light Weight Canner  Cows: $34-50
Poor/Weak: $18-35
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $92-106
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $81-94
Lightweight Canner Bulls: $70-82
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: NONE
Medium Stocker Cows & Heifers: 
$700-1050
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: NONE
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: $1025-1350
Stocker & Feeder Calves & Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $145-225
200-300 lbs.: $155-225
300-400 lbs.: $155-215
400-500 lbs.: $152-195
500-600 lbs.: $148-185
600-700 lbs.: $142-171
700-800 lbs.: $128-165
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $135-210
200-300 lbs.: $132-186
300-400 lbs.: $142-180
400-500 lbs.: $140-175
500-600 lbs.: $138-162.50
600-700 lbs.: $128-147.50
700-800 lbs: $112-142.50
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 lbs.: $145-255
The market this week continued stron-
ger once again. #1 kinds in all weight 
brackets sold $2 to $5 higher. Demand 
very strong on large supply. Packer 
cows sold $8 to $10 higher. Packer 
bulls sold $6 to $8 higher on a total 
supply of 540 head.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
August 3
Quality over all very good. Stocker 
cattle a full 5-7 better with packer 

cows & bulls 4-5 better.
Cattle – 996
Sheep & goats – 651
Medium & large frame #1 Steers:
200-300 lb. 1.30-2.02
300-400 lb. 1.38-2.08
400-500 lb. 1.36-2.00
500-600 lb. 1.37-1.76
600-700 lb. 1.39-1.68
700-850 lb. 1.21-1.50
Medium & large frame #1 Heifers:
200-300 lb. 1.16-1.64
300-400 lb. 1.27-1.78
400-500 lb. 1.34-1.76
500-600 lb. 1.33-1.58
600-750 lb. 1.13-1.51
Cows:
Utility & commercial – 60-80
Cutters – 45-59
Canners – 27-44
Palpated cows (young) – None
(Middle Aged) – None
Cow/Calf Pairs – 575-1000
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 94-108
Light & Low Yielding – 34-93
Feeder Bulls – None
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies (Young) – 120-280
(Thin & Old) - 70-110
Kid Goats (Fat) – 2.40-2.90
(Small & thin) – 2.70-2.30
Wethers – 1.20-2.70
Billies – 1.80-2.15
Pairs - None
Barb. Ewes (Young) - 110-205
(Small & Old Ewes) - 30-105
Barb. Lambs (Fat) – 2.20-2.80
(Small & Thin) – 1.60-2.10
Wooled Ewes – 80-90
Wooled Bucks – 1.40-1.80
Lambs – None
Barb. Bucks – None

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET 
August 5, 2022
Number of head 2,192
Next week, August 12, there will be 40 
cross bred cows. All will be palpated. 
Some have calves at side.
There were 316 cows and 21 bulls. 
Despite the large number on hand, the 
packer market continued to climb 
higher. Top packer cows were up $6/
cwt while bulls topped out $7/cwt 
higherat $106/cwt.
The calf market was very active with 
new highs on all the lighter weight 
calves and fully steady on the mid and 
heavy weights. Overall the calves were 
worth almost $9/head on 7 more 
pounds of weight compared to last 
week’s strong up market. It was anoth-
er good day to be selling.
Packer bulls: 80.00-106.00
Packer cows:  
canners & cutters 55.00-84.00
poor & weak  20.00-53.00
Palpated:  NONE
PAIRS:  NONE
Steer Calves:  (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs.  NONE
200-249 lbs.     184.00-217.50    
250-299 lbs.     173.00-220.00
300-350 lbs.     167.00-214.00
350-400 lbs.     157.00-194.00
400-450 lbs.     160.00-184.00
450-500 lbs    161.00-183.00
500-550 lbs.    154.00-175.00
550-600 lbs.    150.00-165.00
600-700 lbs.     141.00-159.00
700-800 lbs.     140.00-147.00
Bull Calves:  (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs     164.00-225.00
250-300 lbs.     180.00-222.00
300-350 lbs.     164.00-220.00
350-400 lbs.     152.00-200.00
400-450 lbs.     159.00-198.00
450-500 lbs.     156.00-178.00
500-550 lbs.     150.00-170.00
550-600 lbs.     146.00-161.00 
600-700 lbs     141.00-155.00
Over 700 lbs.    141.00-153.00
Heifer Calves: (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs.    126.00-180.00
200-250 lbs.     151.00-220.00
250-300 lbs     159.00-202.00
300-350 lbs.     152.00-188.00
350-400 lbs.     151.00-180.00
400-450 lbs.     146.00-187.00
450-500 lbs.     148.00-177.00
500-550 lbs     145.00-171.00
550-600 lbs.     141.00-154.00 
600-700 lbs.     128.00-156.00 
Over 700 lbs    121.00-149.00

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS Garden
Q&A Plant fall tomatoes 

as soon as possible
Q. Is it to late to plant tomatoes for 

the fall? How do we deal with Nema-
todes?  Our soil has them and we 
can’t find any chemical treatment. 

A. If you are going have a chance 
to raise a tomato crop before the cold 
weather arrives you 
need to plant them as 
quickly as possible. 
Look for the nematode 
resistant selections such 
as Tycoon, BHN 968, 
Celebrity, or Valley Cat. 
They are all also semi 
determinate so grow to 
a full-size plant quickly. 
There are no longer any chemical 
treatments for nematodes available. 

Q. I want you to know that the La 
Feliciana peach variety that you rec-
ommended yielded a great crop of 
peaches at the end of July and first of 
August. It out produced the Florida 
King tree and the peaches were even 
better tasting. Can I expect another 
crop next spring?

A. That is good news, You should 
expect the La Feliciana to out produce 
and be tastier than the Florida King 
because it matures nearly 2 months 
later and is a free stone peach. Yes, 
if you can spray the trees for insects 
each week after they set fruit, and have 
water to irrigate, they should continue 
to produce for you. Visit plantanswers.
com for information on pruning and 
other management information. 

Q.  The Queen and Swallowtail 
butterflies are in our yard getting 
nectar from the lantanas, salvias, 
zinnias, and mist flower. When will 

the Monarchs return for the fall?  Do 
you recommend any other nectar 
sources for them?

A. The Monarchs should pass 
through South Texas in September 
and October on their way to their win-

tering grounds in Central 
Mexico. See if you can 
find some Porter Weed. 
It is attractive and the 
potent nectar provided 
by the flowers not only 
attract Monarchs but 
also other butterflies, 
hummingbirds, and 
bees. 

Q. Our lawn is ruined from the 
drought. We had St Augustine grass. 
Should we switch to zoysia? Does it 
have more shade tolerance? 

A. No, zoysia has less shade toler-
ance than St Augustine. It has more 
traffic tolerance and can tolerate a 
longer spell of dry weather than St 
Augustine. To keep zoysia green how-
ever requires just as much water as St 
Augustine.  Do you have 6 inches of 
soil? Adequate soil and water are the 
key ingredients for a successful lawn 
in our area.  

Q. We are finally ready to plant 
some flowers in containers on our 
patio. It has both sunny and shady 
parts. What are some flowers that we 
can use for the rest of the summer 
and this fall?

A. In the sun consider Dreamland 
Zinnia, Angelonia, and Cora Vinca 
transplants. Moss Roses also work well 
in the sun.  For the shade check out Be-
gonias, Pentas, Caladium, and Coleus.

CALVIN 
FINCH
Gardening 
Q&A

SBA making economic 
injury disaster loans available

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Small nonfarm busi-
nesses in the following 
counties are now eligible 
to apply for low interest 
federal disaster loans 
from the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration.

These loans offset eco-
nomic losses because 
of reduced revenues 
caused by Drought that 
occurred in the follow-
ing primary counties in 
Texas, announced Di-
rector Tanya N. Garfield 
of SBA’s Disaster Field 
Operations Center-West.

Declaration Number 

17552 primarily cov-
ers Burleson, Fayette, 
Liberty and Washington 
counties, but also the 
neighboring counties of 
Austin, Bastrop, Brazos, 
Caldwell, Chambers, 
Colorado, Gonzales, 
Grimes, Hardin, Harris, 
Jefferson, Lavaca, Lee, 
Milam, Montgomery, 
Polk, Robertson, San Ja-
cinto and Waller. It deals 
with drought conditions 
which began July 19, 
2022. The deadline to 
apply is March 27, 2023.

“SBA eligibility cov-
ers both the economic 
impacts on businesses 
dependent on farm-
ers and ranchers that 
have suffered agricul-
tural production losses 
caused by the disasters 
and businesses directly 
impacted by the disas-
ters,” Garfield said.

Small nonfarm busi-
nesses, small agricul-
tural cooperatives, small 
businesses engaged in 
aquaculture and most 
private nonprofit organi-
zations of any size may 
qualify for Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans of 
up to $2 million to help 
meet financial obliga-
tions and operating 
expenses which could 
have been met had the 
disasters not occurred.

“Eligibility for these 
loans is based on the 
financial impact of the 
disasters only and not 
on any actual property 
damage. These loans 
have an interest rate as 
low as 2.935 percent for 
businesses and 1.875 
percent for private 
nonprofit organizations, 
a maximum term of 30 
years, and are available 
to small businesses and 
most private nonprofits 

without the financial 
ability to offset the 
adverse impact without 
hardship,” Garfield said.

By law, SBA makes 
economic injury avail-
able when the U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture 
designates an agricultur-
al disaster. The Secretary 
declared declaration 
17552 on July 25, 2022; 
and declaration 17560 
on Aug. 1, 2022.

Businesses primar-
ily engaged in farm-
ing or ranching are 
not eligible for SBA 
disaster assistance. 
Agricultural enterprises 
should contact the Farm 
Services Agency about 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture assistance 
made available by the 
Secretary’s declaration. 
However, in drought 
disasters nurseries are 
eligible for SBA disaster 
assistance.  

Applicants may apply 
online, receive addi-
tional disaster assis-
tance information and 
download applications 
at https://disasterlo-
anassistance.sba.gov/. 
Applicants may also call 
SBA’s Customer Service 
Center at (800) 659-2955 
or email disastercus-
tomerservice@sba.gov 
for more information on 
SBA disaster assistance. 
For people who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or 
have a speech disabil-
ity, please dial 7-1-1 to 
access telecommuni-
cations relay services. 
Completed applications 
should be mailed to U.S. 
Small Business Admin-
istration, Processing and 
Disbursement Center, 
14925 Kingsport Road, 
Fort Worth, TX  76155.

The deadline 
to apply for a loan 
is March 27, 2023

GonzalesInquIrer.com



Dear Violet,
My husband and I have one child, 

a boy, who just turned four years 
old. Our son loves to play with dolls, 
and play dress up, as well as toy cars 
and “good guys/bad guys.”

My husband has a problem with 
some of these type games. He be-
lieves that we have to take any toys 
away that are “for girls,” punish our 
child, and redirect him “appropri-
ately.”

The problem, Violet, is that I do 
not agree. I believe children use 
their imagination and will make toys 
out of anything, without assigning 
any “male” or “female” dynamics to 
them, only utilizing these things as 
toys.

Why should we limit our child’s 
imagination because my husband 
believes his own friends will think 
his son is a “sissy?” I thought this 
type of thinking had died out long 
ago, but here it is in my own home. 
Should I “direct my child” differently 
with his toys, or let play things be 
play things?

Please settle this argument for us, 
Violet,

Boy Momma

Dear Boy Momma,
I think it has been long proven 

that the particular toys children 
engage with do not make them any 
more or less masculine or feminine; 
however, I do not live in your home.

My belief is that there should not 
be an argument, but since there is a 
difference of opinion, when it comes 
to your son’s play things, it should 
be treated like every other marital 
disagreement, with respect, com-
promise, and open discussion.

Discuss with your husband what 
it is about the toys being “for girls” 
that potentially bothers him, and 
why he believes toys are gender 
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. 
Diverse and varied opinions are welcomed. 
Because of space limitations, we must limit 
all contributors to one letter per person per 
month. Letters of 400 words or less will be 
published unless they contain language or 
content that the editors feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales 
County, from a resident of Gonzales County, or 
in response to a story that appears in print or 
online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters 
to be rejected include the following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding 

a group’s or individual’s ethnicity, gender, 
religion, culture, sexual orientation or race.

• Other incendiary language or remarks.
• Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or 
services.

• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond 

general thanks to the community; attempt 
to serve as an advertisement for a company, 
individual or political party; or is submitted in 
lieu of a paid “Thank You” advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, The 
Inquirer does not accept letters to the editor 
urging voters to vote for or against candidates 
in local elections. Endorsements should be 
displayed in political advertising. In light of 

this policy, we reserve the right to reject or 
edit letters for references to candidates and 
whether or not they should be elected. The 
Inquirer will accept letters expressing views on 
bond measures, constitutional amendments 
and other such issues. Letters will not be 
accepted once early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to a 
third party or those written to more than one 
newspaper are not accepted. “Wallpaper” – 
submissions that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or organization 
– will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. 
Discourse should be civil and people should 
be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
referring to news stories should also mention 
the headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route address 
telephone number, which will be used for 
verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul 

Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in 
a digital format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.

Letters to the Editor Policy
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The ditty written long ago is 
more accurate today than when 
pen met parchment. The exact 

wording may not be 100% accurate, 
but here’s how I remember its four 
lines: “How much I have seen and 
how much I have read, of the strug-
gles of man to get ahead. But me, I ‘m 
busy — both body and mind — in the 
struggle to keep from getting behind.”

The ever-so-tight shoe fits. We are 
heirs to a world in which we slog for-
ward at an ever-slowing pace, some-
times feeling as though we’re the last 
struggling mortal in life’s parade.

Read newspapers, watch TV news 
and scour social media as much 
as you choose. You’re certain to be 
drawn into pools of pessimism on 
dozens of current topics. Whatever 
dreary news is being reported, we feel 
as if we’re sinking in quicksand that 
has no floor, inevitably sinking lower 
and lower….

*****
I’ve shared a story for years about 

the 10-year-old who’d had enough. 
Struggling with his first homework 
problem in arithmetic, he is over-
whelmed, dreading to face his class-
mates and teacher the next day. Fi-
nally, he tosses pad and pencil aside, 
whimpering his dreary “druthers” 
thusly: “I wish I had this homework 
done, was married and dead.”

Such a view wraps life in a rather 
small package, does it not?

Many folks today feel the same way 
about life in general….

*****
Recalled is renowned Fort Worth 

Star-Telegram columnist George 
Dolan, whose daily front page column 
delighted readers for some 30 years. 
He wrote one day of puzzling a neigh-
bor when he ascended his roof.

“Why are you crawling on the roof, 
George?” the neighbor asked.

“I’m leaving my check for the pa-
perboy,” Dolan responded. “If this is 
where he’s going to throw the paper, it 
is also where he can get his check.”….

*****
Today, delivery of metropolitan 

newspapers is worse. A likely guess is 
that carriers are hard to find. Perhaps 
they have longer routes and/or maybe 
work two or even three jobs.

We’d likely be better served by 
youngsters, but our culture has es-
sentially eliminated them.

*****
Not so long ago, our delivery man 

left both the Dallas Morning News 
and the Fort Worth Star-Telegram on 
time and near the same spot in our 
driveway. For a decade or so, I almost 
never had a delivery problem.

Now, complaint calls are common-
place. Last week, newspapers weren’t 
delivered on successive days, and 
once — had it been a few minutes 
later — it would have been the Dallas 
Afternoon News.

I’m not sure much is gained by 
reporting delivery problems….

*****
However, I do so regularly, realizing 

each time that I’m talking to a com-
puter. I’m assured that they’re plumb 
sorry about the problem, will try to do 
better, make delivery later, etc.

Once recently, I was able to talk to 
a “live” newspaper representative, 
who indicated that she’d be happy to 
provide instructions for accessing the 
DMN online.

I declined, explaining that I read a 
book called Computers for Dummies 
years ago, learning little more than 
how to use the on/off switch….

*****
I realize that metropolitan news-

paper publishers want us to give up 
printed editions. One day, they’ll 
prevail. But, not yet.

I’ll read print editions as long as 
possible. I’ll try to remember that 
humor is found even in reporting 
delivery problems. During two calls 
recently, I was asked if I’d be will-
ing to take a three-question survey 
at the end of the calls. I agreed. In 
each case, there were spans of “dead 
air,” followed by busy signals. But, no 
surveys.

All this said, I am still thankful for 
newspapers. Let’s extend thanks 
to hard-working editors, reporters 
and delivery personnel. But remem-
ber, NO HUGS. With COVID and 
other stuff continuing to abound, fist 
bumps must suffice…..

Dr. Newbury, a longtime university president, 
continues to write weekly and speak 

occasionally in Texas and beyond. Contact: 
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.

com. Facebook: Don Newbury.

OPINION
THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022  •  GONZALESINQUIRER.COM 4 /GonzalesInquirer 

GONZALES CO. HISTORY
1887— August 13, this City Council declared 
 that no business could be conducted 
 and no public entertainment could 
 be held on Sunday.  The fine would 
 be no less than twenty and no more 
 than fifty dollars. Some necessary 
 businesses like burial suppliers, ice 
 cream parlors, newspapers, milk 
 deliveries, telephone and telegraph 
 businesses etc. would be exempted. 

1899 — August 17, David S.H. Darst is 
 reported to possibly be the oldest 
 Mason living in Texas.  He was made 
 a Mason in 1846 and is now seventy-
 eight years old.  His mother, 
 Margaret, who was an Alamo 
 widow, is still living in Gonzales.

1910 — August 22, Mr. C.E. Dilworth has let 
 the contract for the building of a 
 fine two-story brick home to be 
 built on the site of his present home 
 at 222 Saint Peter Street.  His current 
 residence (the G.W. Littlefield 
 House, built in 1885) has been pur
 chased by T.F. Harwood and will be 
 moved to the vacant lot at 510 Saint 
 Matthew Street.

1911 — August 7, Judge Ben W. Fly receives 
 100 piece silver table service 
 (Gorham) from Anti-abolitionists of 
 Victoria County. Name “Fly” 
 engraved on each piece.

1915 — August 12, Broers family burial 
 ground on East Avenue belonging to 
 Fred Boothe and Mrs. Jahnke is 
 being cleared.  The graves will go to 
 either the Masonic Cemetery or the 
 IOOF Cemetery.  The first grave was 
 in 1849 when the family first came 
 to Gonzales.  This particularly 
 referenced 1849 stone will go to the  
 IOOF Cemetery. (This block is 
 bordered on the north by St.Andrew 
 Street, on the east by Fair Street 
 and on the south by St. Lawrence 
 Street; it is a parcel of land about 
 fifteen yards square, situated nearly 
 in the center of the block where 
 Broers and others were buried. This 
 is the block where the old Cotton 
 Mill stood.)

1924 — August, 250 delegates of the 
 African-American Baptists met for 
 52nd annual session of the Mount 
 Zion Association at the Gonzales 
 County Fair grounds

1928 — August 16, T41 weathervane 
 moved to top of fire station which 
 also housed “City Hall” (Block 24).  It 
 had originally been on the top of 
 the R.A. Houston House, placed 
 there in the 1880’s when the house 
 was completed. Houston died and 
 the house became the Arlington 
 Hotel before 1924. When it was razed 
 circa 1926, the weathervane was 
 placed on top of the Randle-Rather 
 Building. W.B. Houston then gave it 
 to family friend, John DuBose and 
 he presented it to the City.

See ADVICE, page 17



Explorer’s Journal
Pretend you are exploring a country 

you have never visited. Where would 
you go? Write a journal entry.

Cousteau and his crew saw many unusual creatures on their voyages 
around the world. Follow the steps to draw a narwhal.

1

2

3

4

5

Jacques loved movies. But not just to watch them. He wanted to 
make them. At 13 years old, Jacques saved his allowance, penny 
by penny, until he could buy a small home-movie camera.

Then he made as many 
movies as he could. He 
liked to dress up as a 
villain with a painted-on 
mustache.

Standards Link: Use a variety of 
media including newspapers.

Look through your 
newspaper to find:
Something that needs 
water.
A place you’d like to 
visit someday.
Five numbers that 
add up to 100.
A picture of an 
animal.
A headline that is 
three inches wide.

Explore the 
News       s Jacques Cousteau spent longer periods of 

         time underwater, he could make longer, 
more informative movies. Soon, his movies 
were getting attention and awards around the 
world. People wanted more.

He needed a boat to travel and explore bodies of 
water around the world. He found a used naval 
ship and turned it into an explorer’s ship.

For the rest of his life, Jacques traveled the 
world, explored, studied and made films about 
the wonders of the underwater world.

Sadly, as time went on, Jacques saw 
underwater plants and animals dying. 
He saw that when people dumped 
garbage and chemicals into the 
ocean, it poisoned the animals 
and plants he loved so much.

  He started to make movies to warn 
  people of the dangers of pollution. 
  His movies have raised money 
  and helped people understand the 
  importance of saving our oceans.

Movie Kid

Explorer, Moviemaker, Environmentalist

Jacques Cousteau introduced 
people to the beauty of the 

undersea world.

= A
= C
= L
= O

= P
= S
= V
= Y

As an adult, Cousteau transformed a navy 
ship into a research vessel he and his crew 
used to explore the world’s oceans. He 
named it after the Greek goddess of the 
sea. Use the code to discover the name.

        hen he was four years old, 
         Jacques Cousteau learned to 
swim. Little did his family know that 
swimming would lead him to a life 
of adventure, discovery and joy.

One day, while swimming at 
a beach, a friend gave Jacques 
a pair of goggles with rubber 
      rims to keep out water. 
            With these, Jacques 
            was able to see fish, 
     shells, plants—a whole 
    new world under the sea.

W

A

Find a cup, 
pencil, glove and 
hat hidden here!

How many �sh can you count 
on this page while holding your 
breath? Have a friend try. Who  
held their breath the longest?

Find the two identical mustaches.

        fter high school, Jacques ________ the Navy. With his movie camera, 
             he �lmed pearl divers and men __________ �sh with their bare 
hands. Soon he put his movie camera inside a waterproof ______ and 
�lmed movies of the wonders under the sea.

The more time Jacques spent _______________, the longer 
he wanted to stay. He and his friends practiced ___________ their 
breath for longer and longer times.

But Jacques wanted more _______ underwater. To be able to do that, he 
invented something that would let him _____________ underwater. 
He called it the Aqua-Lung. Aqua means water, and our lungs are the part 
of our body that breathes. The Aqua-Lung let Jacques breathe beneath the 
water so he could ____________ for longer periods of time.

Replace the missing words.
In the Navy

Jacques Cousteau’s invention of the Aqua-Lung allowed more 
and more people to explore and enjoy the wonders of the 

underwater world. The Aqua-Lung would eventually be called 
SCUBA gear. Today, millions of people worldwide enjoy 

SCUBA diving.

CROSS OUT THE LETTERS Z AND Y TO 
REVEAL WHAT SCUBA MEANS:

ZSELYFCOZNTYAIYNEDZUNYDZERZW
AYTERZBREAYTHIZNGAPZPARYATUS

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 36

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

A
E
S
G
O
G
G
L
E
S

H
T
A
E
R
B
L
O
T
E

F
S
C
U
B
A
D
Q
H
R

S
D
R
A
W
A
F
S
G
U

I
N
V
E
N
T
I
O
N
T

P
L
F
G
D
F
L
M
I
N

N
H
E
P
L
N
U
K
V
E

F
R
N
A
E
C
O
S
I
V

S
A
R
E
M
A
C
W
D
D

B
E
X
P
L
O
R
E
Y
A

ADVENTURE
AWARDS
BREATH
CAMERA
DANGERS
DIVING
EXPLORE
FISH
GOGGLES
INVENTION
OCEAN
PEARL
SCUBA
SEA
WONDERS

Standards Link: Read biographical text.

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Find out what all your friends are talking about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.
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Divine Ministries distributes needed 
school supplies to local students
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

More than 90 students from 
grade school to college showed up 
to Edwards High School as they 
received school supplies before 
the start of the new school year.

Divine Purpose Outreach 
Ministries gave out needed school 
supplies for those who can’t af-
ford to purchase supplies for their 
children for school. Pastor Kim-
berly Miller and Pastor Jernard 
Conaway, of Divine Ministries, 
stuffed 43 backpacks with school 
supplies to be distributed to stu-
dents in elementary school and 
the junior high and high school 
were given gallon zip-lock bags full 
of supplies.  There are extra school 
supplies available that Divine 
Ministries didn’t pack and ready if 
need to pass out, Miller said.

“If somebody comes that need 
something, we’re out over here [to 
pass out school supplies], we have 
this over here to give or if we have 
somebody that’s going to college.” 
Miller stated.

Children and teenagers from 
the Gonzales area lined up in the 
old classroom of Edwards High 
School, and Miller stated given 
out supplies to the children is a 
passion.

“It’s a passion that we have to 
give out to the youth (addressing 
the school supplies donation)...We 
have people that actually gave in 
order to make this happen for the 
youth in the community,” Miller 
said.

This was first annual school sup-
ply giveaway for Divine Ministries 
and Miller stated it makes her 
“heart happy” and her team, the 
Edwards Association, Miracle and 
Deliverance, Mt. Pilgrim Mission-
ary and Episcopal Church of the 
Messiah all came together to make 
the event possible.

“We made it happen collectively 
in the community and community 
is everything for me. And being 

able to give back to the community 
is always been a passion of mine.” 
Miller said.

When asked about expectations 
for year two of the event, and she 
stated it’ll be bigger and better.

Royalty Miller, above, 
recevies a pink 
backpack with schools 
supplies from Pastor 
Jernard Conaway. Left: 
Backpacks and bags 
full of school supplies 
ready to be passed out to 
students. Below, Children 
in line with their school 
supplies as they wait to 
grab a snow cones and 
celebrate the back to 
school festivities.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

CONTRIBUTED
Seated from the left are students Sally Machacek (Shiner), 
McKenzie Kesler (Flatonia), Tara Raskob (Shiner), Markie 
Egan (Shiner), Clara Kinney (Flatonia), and Penny Rouse 
(Windcrest). Standing from the left are guild members: Janet 
Zabransky, Mary Shafer, Kathy Riske, Irene Cerny and Janet 
Ferguson. Guild Members not pictured who assisted are Gladys 
Muehlstein, Rose Mary Havlik, Beni Gerdes, Carolyn Janak, 
Bernadette Kresta, and Debbie Novasad.

Shiner Heritage 
Quilters host beginner 
Youth Quilt Class
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Six students attended the annual beginner Youth 
Quilt Class sponsored by the Shiner Heritage Quilters 
held on July 25-28, 2022. 

Throughout the process of completing their quilted 
wall hangings, students learned to sew a precise 
quarter-inch seam, match seams, use a rotary cutter, 
press fabric, and quilt using either straight or decora-
tive machine stitches.

The Guild recognizes Leo9 Textiles for providing the 
fabric, South Star Bank of Shiner for donating bags 
that the members decorated with quilt blocks and 
Shiner First United Methodist Church for providing 
the Fellowship Hall for the classes.

VC Board 
proposes 
a lower 
property 
tax rate
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

During its special 
meeting on Monday, 
Aug. 8, Victoria Col-
lege Board of Trustees 
proposed a 2022-23 
property tax rate of 
19.59 cents per $100 
of taxable value, a 
decrease of nearly six 
percent from the cur-
rent tax rate.

Based on the Victoria 
County Appraisal Dis-
trict’s certified property 
tax values of 2022, a 
homeowner who lives 
within Victoria Col-
lege’s taxing district 
would pay $195.90 
for a home valued at 
$100,000, before ex-
emption, compared to 
$207.60 last year.

If the lower rate is ad-
opted, VC estimates a 
three percent increase 
in property tax revenue 
due to new property 
added to the tax roll 
this year.

The board will host a 
public hearing on the 
proposed tax rate dur-
ing a special meeting 
on Monday, Aug. 15 in 
Room 101 of the Aca-
demic Building at VC’s 
Main Campus, located 
at 2200 E. Red River 
Street. After the public 
hearing, the board will 
vote to adopt a 2022-23 
tax rate and operating 
budget.

The agenda for the 
special meeting will be 
posted on Thursday, 
Aug. 11 at VictoriaCol-
lege.edu/BoardofTrust-
ees.

www.gonzalesinquirer.com • 830-672-2861
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BACK TO SCHOOL

BLAST

PHOTOS BY LEW K. COHN
The Mighty Apache Band, above, plays the school fight song during Apache Night. At left: Senior mascot Haley 
Bairrington is all smiles before cheering on the Gonzales Apaches at the Back to School Blast.

Head football coach and athletic director Joey Rivera is pumped up about the 
upcoming season, which kicks off with a scrimmage this Friday on the road at 
Beeville A.C. Jones.

GISD Superintendent Dr. Elmer Avellaneda addresses those in attendance at the Back to School Blast, thanking 
everyone for making it a successful event.

A crowd of all ages watches the Apache Flames perform one of their 
dance routines for Back to School Blast’s Apache Night.

The 2022-23 Gonzales High School senior class poses for a photo after Apache Night festivities at the Back to School 
Blast.

The Apache varsity cheerleaders get the crowd up on their feet and in the 
right spirit for Apache Night on the square Saturday, Aug. 6.

Members of the Lady Apaches’ cross country and volleyball teams walk 
through the inflatable arch into Independence Square as the Mighty 
Apache Band plays.



HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

ADVERTISE! 
830-672-2861

700
HOUSES FOR

RENT OR LEASE

210
MISC. SERVICES

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

050
GARAGE SALES

SUBSCRIBE! 
830-672-2861

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

055
ESTATE SALES

055
ESTATE SALES

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

850
HELP WANTED

050
GARAGE SALES
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YARD SALE: 
933 St. John St. 
Saturday, August 
13, 8am-1pm. 
Household items, 
tools, M-W-C 
clothing, small 
appliances.

1BR HOUSE 
FOR rent. $500. 
Call 830-263-
0391.

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones
Salario Inicial $11.75

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions
Starting Wage $11.75

Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

The Gonzales County Water Supply 
Corp. is seeking a general manager.

Qualified applicants will have prior ex-
perience in management and the wa-
ter utility business. Experience in the 
mechanical/electrical maintenance 
field will be a plus. A TCEQ water li-
cense required, and a valid Texas 
Driver’s license is required. Must have 
effective communication and comput-
er skills, and flexibility to work occa-
sional evening/weekends as needed.

The General Manager will work closely 
with the office staff, the system oper-
ator’s, engineers, outside contractors, 
and the Board of Director’s to oversee 
all aspects of the business including 
daily operations, maintenance, com-
munications, safety, improvements, 
compliance, and finances. Regular at-
tendance is required, must be a team 
player.

Email  Resume to gcwsc@gvec.net 

850
HELP WANTED

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply
Is now hiring for

Yard Hand/Customer Service
Forklift experience required.

Must be dependable.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls
We now off er Health Insurance

Advertising Sales
Representative

The Gonzales Inquirer is seeking a motivated individual to assist 
with advertising sales across our print, digital and social media 
platforms.
We are an award-winning weekly community newspaper in 
Gonzales County, where the fight for Texas Independence began. 
We are also one of the oldest continually published newspapers 
in the state with editions dating back to 1860. We publish daily 
online and have a weekly print newspaper as well as a variety of 
magazine and special promotional products.
While we are very proud of our newspaper’s history, not to
mention the history of our community - we ARE where the 
phrase, ‘Come & Take It’ originated - we are also proud of our 
future and want the right person to help us take our newspaper to 
the next level.
We are looking for the right person to sell advertising for us in 
a full-time position. We offer a competitive performance-based 
compensation plan, including base pay plus commissions
Successful candidates have good earning potential, plus we also 
offer top-notch benefits, including health insurance.
RESPONSIBILITIES
• Partner with businesses within our communities to help them
   with their advertising, marketing and branding needs
• Contact businesses via phone and email
• Provide excellent customer service
• Collaborate with fellow team members both in-person and
   virtually
• Process paperwork 
• Accomplish project and monthly sales goals
• Build and nurture relationships with customers and potential
   customers
QUALIFICATIONS
• Strong verbal, phone and written communication skills
• Reliable transportation
• Computer-literate
• Self-motivated, competitive attitude
• Experience with Microsoft Office software, in particular
   Outlook, Word and Excel
• Comfortable making phone calls to prospective customers
• Ability to thrive, multi-task and be flexible in a fast-paced,
   deadline-oriented environment
NICE TO HAVE
• Business to business sales experience — a plus, but can train the
   right candidate
• Use of various social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter,
   Instagram, etc.)
• Knowledgeable of Gonzales County and its communities
The Gonzales Inquirer is part of Fenice Community Media, a 
progressive group of Texas community newspapers that prefers 
to promote from within. If you’re ready for an exciting job where 
there’s always something new happening, please apply!

622 St. Paul St. • Gonzales, TX 78629
lew.cohn@gonzalesinquirer.com

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Now Under New Management 
Now Hiring Drivers for Water 
Vacuum company in Gonzales 
Texas Area. Competitive pay 
and benefits. Paid hourly but 
based on performance and 
reliability. Must have valid
Class A CDL and medical card. 
HazMat not needed but a 
plus. Must be able to pass a 
background check and D&A 
screen.
Please apply at Day County 
Services INC., 2006 Robertson,  
Gonzales, Texas 78629 or call 
361-319-4006.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

SOUTH TEXAS 
APPLICATORS 
Equipment op-
erator needed, 
higher pay with 
CDL. Overtime 
available. Call 
(979)250-3252 for 
more information.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

WANTED: SIT-
TER FOR elderly 
person. Flexible 
hours/days. 30 
hours per week 
$16.00 per hour. 
Flatonia, 281-236-
6826.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

808 E. Pierce St.
Luling, Texas 78648

(830) 875-5866 
Residential, Farm & Ranch, Commercial properties

‘Serving Gonzales and surrounding counties’

Shirley Breitschopf: (830) 857-4142

Lynnette Cooper: (830) 857-1364

Kristein Kotzebue: (830) 203-4550

Carol Hardcastle: (830) 857-3517

Kenneth Holder: (210) 722-6177

Rebekah Morgan: (830) 857-5664

Garen Reese: (830) 857-3114

Sherri Schellenberg (830) 857-6439

®

BREITSCHOPF -

COOPER

REALTY

1331 St. Joesph St.

Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2522

gonzalesproperties.com

gonzalesproperties@gmail.com

The Associates of Breitchopf-Cooper Realty:

RESIDENTIAL | FARM & RANCH | 
COMMERICAL

Shirley Breitschopf: (830) 857-4142

Lynnette Cooper: (830) 857-1364

Kristein Kotzebue: (830) 203-4550

Carol Hardcastle: (830) 857-3517

Kenneth Holder: (210) 722-6177

Rebekah Morgan: (830) 857-5664

Garen Reese: (830) 857-3114

Sherri Schellenberg (830) 857-6439

®

BREITSCHOPF -

COOPER

REALTY

1331 St. Joesph St.

Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2522

gonzalesproperties.com

gonzalesproperties@gmail.com

The Associates of Breitchopf-Cooper Realty:

RESIDENTIAL | FARM & RANCH | 
COMMERICAL

5 FAMILY YARD 
SALE: 1017 St. 
John St. Satur-
day, August 13, 
7am-? Teenager 
clothes, baby 
clothes, furniture, 
misc. items.

Rivercrest Estate Sale
Sat 8/13 & Sun 8/14 from 9a-4p

1404 St. Vincent
in Gonzales, TX 78629

No early birds, prices given
prior OR presales!

Follow:
www.Facebook.com/comeandorganizeit

for updates and photos
A lifetime of treasures combined with 3 

consignments = A LARGE SALE!
3 Full Beds, 3 Chest of Drawers, 3 Dressers, 

Armoire, Headboards, Jewelry Armoire, Roll Top 
Desk, Lift Recliner, Recliner, Vintage Living Room 
Furniture Set, Coffee Tables, What Not Chairs & 

Tables, Padded Bench, 3 Rocking Chairs,
Matching Dining Table, China Cabinet &

Buffett, Trunk, Kitchen Cart, Glassware, Dishes, 
Plasticware, Pots & Pans, Utensils, Electronics, 

Heaters, Vintage Radio, Old Small Cars, Cat
Collection, Knick Knacks, Vintage Borden &
Sanitary Dairy Glass Bottles, Frames, Dolls, 
Lamps, Wall Art, Sewing Table & Machine,

Bookcase, Cookbooks & Books, Linens, King 
Topper, Blankets, Quilts, Purses, Shoes,

Backpacks, Kid, Women & Men Clothes, Toys, 
Holiday Decor, Tool Box, Schwinn Bike, Lawn 

Tools, Ice Chests, Ladders, Volleyball Net, 
Outdoor Butane Heater, Plant Pots, 3 BBQ Pits, 

Swing, Outdoor Tables & Chairs
anddddd SOOOO MUCH MORE! 

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

LOCAL SPRIN-
KLER REPAIR. 
Call  Brent 830-
203-0738.

Prosperity Bank is seeking a
Banking Center Manager at our 

Gonzales branch. Located at 
508 St Louis Street Gonzales 

TX 78629. Time must be flexible 
Monday through Saturday.
If you would like to join our 

growing team of experienced 
bankers, please apply online at 
www.prosperitybankusa.com 
under the career section. EOE 

M/F/D/V. Member FDIC

Call to discuss our sign-on bonus
for full-time Positions! 

LABORATORY: 
MT/MLT – full-time and prn (as needed). 
Day shift.  One (1) year clinical lab experience
preferred. MLT – A.A. Degree and ASCP
AMT certification required.  MT- BS Degree
and ASCP/AMT certification required.  Must
be able to work independently and be
proficient in all areas of the laboratory –
Chemistry, Microbiology, Hematology,
Immunology, Transfusion Services,
Urinalysis, Phlebotomy and Specimen
Processing.  Benefits available for full-time
position.  Competitive salary. 

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org

BOBTAIL DUMP 
TRUCK driver 
needed. Must 
have experience 
and CDL. Call 
Randall at 361-
243-6908.

GonzalesInquIrer.com
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900
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ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

To advertise, call us at

830-672-2861

Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.

GRANT ENGINEERING SERVICES 
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Nixon is soliciting proposals from a State of
Texas-registered engineering firm to assist with post-award
engineering services. Services will include final design plans, 
bid documentation, construction contracting, and necessary 
interim and final inspections as required by the City for its 
funded HMGP DR 4332-0065 emergency generator project. 

Please submit three (3) copies and one (1) electronic copy of 
your proposal of services, a statement of qualifications, resumes 
of key personnel, references and a list of jobs performed under 
this or similar programs to:

Harold Rice
City Manager, City of Nixon
302 E. Central Ave
Nixon, Texas 78140-2555

Proposals must be received by the City of Nixon no later than
3:00pm on August  22, 2022 to be considered.  The City
reserves the right to negotiate with any and all engineers/
engineering firms that submit proposals, per the Texas
Professional Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant 
and Contract Management Standards. 

The City of Nixon is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity
Employer and strives to attain goals for Section 3 of the
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12 U.S.C. 1701u) 
as amended.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of Nixon is requesting proposal for Gas and Diesel to 
be used by the Police and Utility Departments. Sealed Proposals 
are due by August 19, 2022 @ 2pm. The deadline for questions 
is August 16, 2022. Any questions regarding this RFP for fuel, 
please contact City Manager, Harold Rice @ 830-582-1924.

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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July 28
Puzzle

Answers
The County of Gonzales

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
ENGINEERING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

NOTICE TO VENDERS

Request for Qualifications addressed to the County of Gonzales, 427 St. George 
St., STE 300, Gonzales Texas 78629 will be received until 2:00 PM, 08/22/2022. 

In accordance with the provisions of Texas Government Code, Chapter 2254, 
The County of Gonzales is seeking the professional services of a qualified firm to 
provide architectural services for the design and construction of new building for 
Building Maintenance and is approximately 3441 square feet and Commissioner 
Precinct #1 Office which is approximately 384 square feet. This structure will be 
located and constructed at 130 west Cone, Gonzales, Texas 78629 and will be 
approximately 3825 square feet total.

The respondent shall have the following minimum experience: (firms which 
fail to provide written detailed project experience as required shall be
considered nonresponsive)

1. The Proposing Firm must be registered by the State of Texas to provide any 
services which are required to complete this project, and the Firm must 
have all professional licensure required by the State to provide services 
required to complete this project while following all procurement statutes. 
Proof of this registration must be included as part of the submittal.

2. A minimum of three (3) manager at risk projects successfully completed 
that exceeded $100,000.00 in overall project value. 

RFQs will be received at the Gonzales County Randle-Randle Building 427 ST. 
George St., STE 300, Gonzales, Texas 78629 until 2:00 P.M., 08/22/2022. There 
will be no formal bid opening. Negotiations may be held with the highest ranked 
offeror(s). The submitted response shall not be altered, withdrawn, or resubmitted 
within sixty (60) days from and after the date of the opening. Responses received 
later than the specified time (2:00 P.M.) and dates will be returned to the offeror 
unopened.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of PHILLIP A GOODWIN (a.k.a. Phillip 
Arthur Goodwin), Deceased, were issued on July 27th, 
2022, in Cause No. PW22-0204, pending in the County 
Court of Gonzales County, Texas, to JACQUELYN C. 
GOODWIN, Independent Executrix. 

All persons having claims against this Estate are required 
to present them within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law to the undersigned. Any person
indebted to this Estate is hereby notified to pay same to 
the undersigned. 

c/o JAMES B. HOUSE
HOUSE & HOUSE, PC

8526 N. New Braunfels Ave.
San Antonio, Texas 78217

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

1. REACH: Weekly & hyper-local single source advertising 
vehicle reaches more of your potential customers within your 
“Circle-of-Influence”.

2. QUALITY: Your very best prospects are newspaper 
readers. They have higher levels of education, higher 
household incomes and higher value of their primary 
residence.

3. TARGETED: Focused hyper-local editorial content 
ensures loyal readership.

4. IMMEDIATE: One of the fastest forms of advertising. 
Short deadlines allow advertising messages to be created and 
delivered in a matter of days.

5. FLEXIBILTY: Advertising that fits the size of the 
business and the size of the event, with short deadlines.

6. CREDIBILTY & TRUST: Consumers trust 
newspapers and frequently seen ads create a level of implied 
trust. You purchase the trust the Newspaper has spent many 
years building.

7. SELECTIVE NOT INTRUSIVE: Today’s 
shoppers are far less likely to accept advertising that is 
spooned out to them. Newspapers are the medium used most 
for shopping during an average week. (59% of Shoppers)

8. ENVIRONMENT: Readers trust the newspaper to 
regularly deliver relevant news and information. People still 
love to read their names of names of people they know, or 
see their pictures in the local newspaper.

9. RELIED UPON: Newspaper advertising is a valuable 
commodity to consumers. Newspapers outdistanced other 
media in terms of: shopping plans, comparing prices.

10. RESULTS: Consistent newspaper campaigns have 
been very effective in building Brand recognition, delivering 
Merchandising messages and motivating customers with 
attractive “Call-to-Action” limited opportunities.

REALLY
GOOD REASONS TO INVEST INGOOD REASONS TO INVEST IN
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

www.gonzalesinquirer.com • 830-672-2861

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 7-13, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Truck & Trailer Auction – Thurs., Aug. 18. All items 
sell no reserve. Inventory includes: semi trucks, dump 
trucks, equipment trailers, dry van trailers, walking 
floor trailer and more. All items are sold “AS IS.” 
10% buyers premium applies. Aaron McKee TX Lic. 
#16401. Bid now at purplewave.com.

101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 
30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 
of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 
1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 
312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 
to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 
Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 
TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 
FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip as an area spray 
to control lyme disease ticks, fleas, stable flies, & 
mosquitoes where they breed. At Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com).

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

Guadalupe Valley Services
24-hour Maintenance

830-263-1969
Family

Owned &
Operated Since 1947

Carpentry - Home Repair - Painting - Roofing
A/C Install & Repair - Home Maintenance

guadalupevalleyservices@gmail.com

103 Saint George Street
Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: 830-672-3089
Mobile: 512-656-0521

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Against the tragic backdrop of a his-
toric conflict in Europe, Gonzales resi-
dents will unite with millions around 
the globe to promote the timely theme 
“Pursue Peace” as they participate in a 
six-part annual event scheduled for July 
and August 2022. 

Gonzales resident Judy Gentry always 
awaits the convention with excitement.

“I find them truly refreshing and 
upbuilding,” said Gentry, who will attend 
each session throughout the summer 
together with her husband. “With pres-
sures increasing, it can be a challenge to 
enjoy inner peace and peace with others, 
so I’m looking forward to seeing how I 
can personally apply the scriptures and 
strengthen my relationship with my God.” 

Jehovah’s Witnesses have been hold-
ing global conventions for more than 
100 years — the last three years featur-
ing virtual events accessed through the 
free JW Library app or at jw.org. The 
program’s first segment is available for 
streaming or download beginning June 
27, 2022. All are invited to attend the 
program at no charge. 

“This convention is an object les-
son in how peace is being achieved 
by a global community right now as it 
unites millions of people even in areas 
of conflict like Ukraine and Russia,” said 
Robert Hendriks, U.S. spokesperson for 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. “The power of the 
principles being discussed transcends 
national borders, ethnic differences, 
and language barriers. Both individuals 
and families will benefit from attending 
the program.” 

Prior to 2020, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
held their annual convention at vari-
ous locations, including the Freeman 
Coliseum in San Antonio and the NRG 
Stadium in Houston. While they hope to 
host in-person large gatherings again in 
the future, the decision was made late 
last year to again hold the 2022 conven-
tion virtually. On April 1 congregations 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses began meeting 
in person for the first time in two years 
locally and around the world. 

The three-day convention will be 
available in six parts, each correspond-
ing to a half-day of content. Topics to be 
explored are: 

• How love leads to inner peace and 
peace with others.

• Why the Bible can be called “the 
road map to family peace.”

• How to attain peace even when 
suffering illness, economic problems, 
natural disasters, or other difficulties.

• What people from around the world 
are doing to enjoy peace.

• Why friendship with God can lead to 
true peace. 

The convention will conclude with the 
exciting presentation, “Universal Peace 
Is Sure to Come!”

All are invited to attend the event by 
going to jw.org on the web, JW Broad-

casting on the free JW Library app avail-
able for iOS or Android, or on streaming 
platforms like ROKU TV, Apple TV, and 
others. The program is free and acces-
sible to all. The schedule for download 
and global streaming is listed below. 

For more information, please contact 
Jehovah’s Witnesses United States at 
(718) 560-5600 or pid@jw.org.

Global event promotes 
the ‘Pursuit of Peace’
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622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

Howdy folks. Well, here we 
are in August already, and 
the kiddos are headed back 
to school. As a kid (many 
moons ago), I personally 
never wanted summer vaca-
tion to end. Whether swim-
ming in the canals of Florida, 
camping in the back yard 
in Georgia, churning butter 
with Granny in Kentucky, 
catching horned toads in 
Texas, skateboarding in Cali-
fornia, surfing in Hawaii, or 
thirty mile bike trips on our 
10 speeds in Illinois, sum-
mers were way too much fun 
to stop and learn something!

Outside of basic reading 
and math, like the saying 
goes, all I really needed to 
know, I learned in kinder-
garten. Things like there’s no 
free lunch, be nice to people 
who hit harder than you, 
girls like to laugh, and you 
can’t take a nap on demand. 
In a nutshell, that pretty 
much sums up my philoso-
phy on life and has served 
me well for over six decades. 
Seems we tend to make life 
more complicated than it 
needs to be. While I’m sure 
I’m not the sharpest tack in 

the box, I’ve made peace 
with it, and so should you...
just sayin.

Certain other things I’ve 
learned throughout adult-
hood have also come in 
handy. Things like; don’t 
leave your clothes where 
someone can run off with 
them while you’re skinny 
dipping, cause you’ll never 
hear the end of it. Don’t run 
barefoot across a lawn filled 
with sand burrs, if you do, re-
alize it before you’re half way 
across. Garbage bags make 
terrible parachutes when 
jumping from pine trees. 
Girls still like to laugh!

While it’s often necessary 
to learn from books, it’s also 
true that experience is the 
best teacher. I’m just glad 
there aren’t any shade tree 
brain surgeons, otherwise I 
might not have fully recov-
ered from my drain bamage. 
While credentials are always 

important, it’s worth keep-
ing in mind that any top tier 
medical schools will still 
have many skeletons in their 
closets (anatomy anyone?) 
Yep, even though I was 
vaccinated at an early age 
against stupidity, as with co-
vid, the results were less than 
optimal. Do what we can and 
press on, I say. It seems that 
life is a perpetual learning 
curve, and sometimes learn-
ing is much slower than we’d 
like. I sit here with a purple 
thumb nail, as I smacked it 
yet again with my hammer 
during my last project. Note 
to self; Stop Doing That!!! 

Life’s a funny thing. We 
start off as babies, barely 
able to make a sound, food 
dripping down our chins, 
crying when we don’t get 
what we want, and peeing 
in our pants. Many of us end 
up in old age barely able to 
make a sound, food dripping 
down our chins, crying when 
we don’t get what we want, 
and again, peeing in our 
pants. What’s up with that? I 
liked the middle part better 
where I was strong and agile, 
and had fooled myself into 

thinking that I knew what I 
was talking about, even fool-
ing a few others along the 
way. Yep, the glory days of 
youth...where did they go? 

I remember a time when 
I had hair, muscles, all my 
teeth and could see without 
glasses. Now it seems as 
though my hair, muscles, 
a few teeth and perfect 
eyesight have all gone walk-
about, never to return. And 
this folks, is where we get to 
exercise our sense of humor, 
cause without it, it’s going to 
be a long hard journey. As 
scripture (Proverbs 20:29) 
reminds us that “The glory of 
the young is their strength, 
and the gray hair of experi-
ence is the splendor of the 
old.” Also (2 Corinthians 
4:16) “Therefore, do not lose 
heart. Though outwardly we 
are wasting away, inwardly 
we are being renewed day 
by day.” Being renewed 
inwardly is pretty cool, but 
this wasting away outwardly 
I could totally do without. 
Until next time, keep on 
laughing.

Love you guys, Eric.

Do Not Lose Heart
SATURN CEMETERY ASSOCATION

Saturn Cemetery Association will 
have a General Meeting on Sunday, 
August 21 at 6 p.m. at the Saturn 
Community Building.

SIMMONS, LEMONS, ADAMS 
REUNION CANCELED

The Simmons, Lemons, and 
Adams annual Family Reunion has 
been canceled because of our cur-
rent conditions. We are hoping and 
praying to resume on Saturday, 
Sept. 30. Please note that our annu-
al family reunion has been changed 
from August to September begin-
ning 2023.

Additionally, we are in the pro-
cess of designing a website and 
should be finalized by the end of 
August, 2022.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Margie (Nell) Simmons at 
(512) 565-1218 or at bertmason58@
gmail.com.

REUNION BRIEFS

Don’t MissDon’t Miss
a Beata Beat
Subscribe to the 
GONZALES
INQUIRER
Today!
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Austin MFM 
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Dr Echols 
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4 
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Dr Bui 
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Dr Quebedeaux 
 

25 
Dr Ryan 

Dr Kirchner 
 

26 
Dr Echols 

 

29 
Austin MFM 

 

30 
Dr Echols 

 

31 
Dr Quebedeaux 

 

  

Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinic August    2022 

Urology 
Robert Ryan, III, M.D. 
(830) 379-8491 
 
Ophthalmology 
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D. 
(830) 379-3937 
 
Orthopedics 
Trent Twitero, M.D. 
(830) 625-0009 
 
Podiatry 
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A. 
(830) 303-0005 
Charles White, D.P.M 
(830) 303-0005 
 
Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine 
(512) 821-2540 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCATED AT THRIVE: 
 
Orthopedics                       Surgery                                                 Cardiology                             Dermatology                           
Gloria Box, M.D.                    Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                  William Craig, M.D.                    Dr. Desai                   
(830) 672 - 8497                     (830) 672 – 8497                                          (830) 672 – 3845                          (713) 864-2659 

 
Audiology 
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist 
(830) 372-2237 
 
Chiropractic 
Jeff Echols, DC 
(512)799-6811 
 
 
Dermatology 
Vicente Quintero, M.D. 
(830) 626-5551 
Dr Desai  
(713) 864-2659 
 
Nephrology 
Azhar M. Malik, M.D. 
(361)-576-0011 
George Osuchukwu, MD 
(361)576-0011 
Yong Du, MD 
(361)576-0011 
 
Obstetrics 
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN 
(830) 379 - 1500 
 
Pain Management 
Eric Miller, M.D. 
(830) 272-7746 
 
 

The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP GUNS  •  AMMO  •  KNIVES  •  BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE  •  LOOK

Adults - $10   •   Minors 12-18 - $5
Children Under 12 Free
For info, 713-724-8881

Persons Under 18 Must Be Accompanied By Parent
Covid-19 protocols in effect for your safety.

THE REAL TEXAS

Where people still have a choice to 
legally buy, sell & trade firearms.

GONZALES, TX
J.B. Wells Expo Building

2301 Co. Rd. 197
AUGUST 20TH & 21ST

Sat 9am-5pm  •  Sun 10am-4pm

Aubry Sanders Jr. • Promoter
therealtexasgunshow.com

FOR INFO 713-724-8881

OBITUARIES

Peggy Lea McGlothing 
Deschner, 91, of Conroe, 
TX went home to our 
loving heavenly father on, 
Saturday, August 6, 2022. 
She is survived by her two 
sons and daughters-in-
law, David Jonathan and 
Karen Deschner of Cut 
And Shoot, TX, Michael 
William and Brenda Lee 
Deschner of Houston, sev-
en grand-children, James 
Thomas Bradberry, Tonya 
Guy, Adam Lea Deschner, 
Chad Michael Deschner, 
and Chelsea Lea “The 
Bug” Deschner and nine 
great-grandchildren.

She was born February 
19, 1931 in Gonzales, TX 
to Adolph McGlothing 
and Bess Lea and grew 
up in Gonzales.  Raised 
in a home full of love 
by her mother, aunt, 
and grandmother, they 
instilled in her heart and 
soul the Love of God 
and gave her a lifetime 
of cherished memories. 
It was in the third grade 
where she was to meet the 
love of her life and future 
husband.  She frequently 
recalls that moment when 
Arlye William Deschner 

walked into the classroom 
and took one look at her 
and said, “That’s going 
to be my wife”.  And sure, 
enough Arlye and Peggy 
were married on Decem-
ber 2, 1951 in Gonzales at 
the First United Methodist 
Church.

Peggy graduated from 
Sam Houston State 
University in 1955 with a 
degree in Teaching and 
went on to teach the 4th 
and 5th grade for 20 years.  
After collage, Arlye and 
Peggy moved to Conroe 
where they became mem-
bers of Saint Paul’s United 
Methodist Church.  Be-
cause God gave Peggy the 
gift of music at an early 

age, she became quite an 
accomplished musician 
in her youth.  The pastor 
of the church asked her 
to play the piano for the 
church and so she did for 
twenty-five years. Peggy 
loved to serve God with all 
her heart, mind, sole and 
strength.  And she did it 
with a joyful heart.

Peggy has joined Arlye 
now in heaven where she 
plays the most beautiful 
piano and organ music 
imaginable for God while 
a choir of Angles sing 
praise.  I can only envision 
in my mind the indescrib-
able joy, beauty, and 
peace.  Well done mom, 
well done. Your Loving 
sons, Mike, and David.

Graveside services 
will be held at 10 am, 
Friday, August 12, 2022 
in the Gonzales Masonic 
Cemetery with Dr. Matt 
Pennington officiating. 
Friends may leave their 
condolences to the family 
by visiting www.seydler-
hillfuneralhome.com. Ser-
vices are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home.

Peggy Lea McgLothing Deschner

Robert (Bob) Har-
rison Campbell, 79, of 
Dallas, TX, passed away 
July 30, 2022. Robert was 
born February 20, 1943, 
in Dallas, TX, to Worley 
and Elizabeth Campbell. 
He spent  his child-
hood growing up in San 
Antonio and graduated 
from Robert E. Lee High 
School in 1961. Bob went 
on to serve in the U.S. 
Navy as an electrician. He 
spent his working life in 
various sales professions 
before ending his career 
operating as a successful 
self-employed tool sales-
man. Throughout his life 
he enjoyed playing golf, 
refurbishing old cars, and 
was always an avid fisher-

man and hunter. Bob was 
a loving husband, father 
and grandfather to his 
family.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents and his 
sister, Harriet Fillmore.

Bob is survived by his 

wife of 48 years, Judy 
Preston Campbell; son, 
Russell Cain and wife 
Megan Cain; son, Bryan 
Campbell and wife Lisa 
Faucheaux; son, Bruce 
Campbell and wife Laura 
Campbell, and ten grand-
children.

Visitation will be held 
at 9:30 a.m. on August 
6, 2022, with services to 
follow at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Finch Funeral Chapel in 
Nixon, TX. Burial will fol-
low at Nixon Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations be 
made in memory of Rob-
ert H. Campbell to The 
National Autism Associa-
tion. www.nationalautis-
massociation.org.

robert (bob) harrison caMPbeLL

Domingo Olmos Sr. of 
Waelder, TX passed away 
Saturday August 6th, 2022. 
He was born September 
13th, 1936 in Gonzales, 
TX to Catarino Olmos and 
Petra Guajardo Olmos. 

Domingo Olmos Sr. Was 
a devoted Catholic. He at-
tended Catholic School in 
Moulton, TX and instilled 
the Catholic life in his 
children. He was a hard 
worker his entire life. At a 
young age he worked in 
the cotton fields. He also 
hauled hay for various 
surrounding ranches. 
Later in life he became a 
business owner for over 
20 years before becoming 
a truck driver. Domingo 
was a member of the 
Waelder School Board for 
many years and was also 
a member of the Lions 
Club. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with family and 
friends, listening to music, 
and coaching baseball. 
His all time favorite was 
watching his New York 
Yankees. 

He is survived by his 
wife Cristina Olmos. 
His children, Catherine 

Hernandez, her spouse 
Arturo Hernandez, Flo-
rentino Olmos, his spouse 
Jackie, Margie Benitez, her 
spouse Armando Benitez, 
Diana Olmos, Domingo 
Olmos Jr., Christopher 
Olmos, Crystal Olmos. His 
Grandchildren, Catrina 
Hernandez, Monique Mu-
ras, Valentino Hernandez, 
Alexandria Benitez, Katie 
Benitez, James Olmos, 
and Charlie Manzano and 
12 great grandchildren. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, brothers 
Frank (Kiko), Moya, Jesse, 
Joe, David, Tony, and 
Steve Olmos, his sister 
Jaine Olmos Salazar, his 

grandson Mario Hernan-
dez and first wife Toribia 
“Toby” Olmos.

The family will receive 
friends at Waelder St. 
Patrick Catholic Church 
on Tuesday August the 
9th, viewing from 5-7 
p.m., rosary to begin at 
7:00p.m. Funeral Services 
to be held Wednesday Au-
gust the 10th at 10a.m. At 
Waelder St. Patrick’s Cath-
olic Church. Burial will 
follow at Waelder Catholic 
Cemetery. Pallbearers: 
Valentino Hernandez, 
Mauricio Contreras, 
James Olmos, Christopher 
Olmos, Alfredo Man-
zano Jr., Miguel Loredo. 
Honorary Pallbearers: 
Rocky Quintero Sr., 
Poncho Martinez Sr., Felix 
Ramirez, Danny Rincon, 
Max Childers, Joe Rincon, 
Paul Quintero, Roy Tovar, 
Jackie Eaton, Bobby 
Eaton, Ralph Eureste, Ray 
Eureste, Aldofo Long Jr. 
Valentine Barrientes. 
Services Entrusted to the 

Professional Care of
Harris Funeral Home

127 Highway 90A, 
Gonzales, Texas

DoMingo oLMos sr. 

Manuel G. Sepulveda, 
74, of Gonzales, passed 
away Sunday, August 7, 
2022.  He was born July 18, 
1948 in Gonzales the son 
of Joe Sepulveda, Sr. and 
Guadalupe Gonzales.  

Our father was a hard 
working truck driver for 
over 40 plus years. He 
traveled many miles up 
and down these Texas 
highways. He was an 
amazing provider for his 
family.

Not only was he a dedi-
cated father & Popo he 
was an awesome cook! All 
of the family has so many 
wonderful memories of 
him whipping up their fa-
vorite meals. From turkey 
& dressing to menudo.

His all time favorite va-
cation spot was the beach! 
We all know he is sitting 
on the beach with his toes 
in the sand in Heaven 
watching over us all.

Manuel was loved by so 
many. He will be greatly 
missed by all. He was the 
Dad he didn’t have to be.

He is survived by his 

daughters Janet Men-
dez, Melissa Martinez 
and husband Mark and 
Shannon Sepulveda all 
of Gonzales; son Frank 
Mendez and wife Natalie 
of Gonzales; sister Patsy 
Garcia and husband Ru-
ben of Gonzales; brothers 
Henry Sepulveda and 
wife Delia of Victoria 
and Ruben Sepulveda of 
Gonzales. Also surviving 
are 11 grandchildren and 
9 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
brothers Joe Sepulveda, Jr. 
and John Sepulveda and 
sister Gloria Gonzales.

Visitation will be held 
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 10 
with a Rosary beginning 
at 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church.  Mass 
of the Resurrection will 
be celebrated 10 a.m. 
Thursday, August 11, 2022 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with Reverend 
Jason Martini officiating.  
Interment will follow at St. 
James Catholic Cemetery.

Pallbearers include 
Anastacio Carrizales IV, 
Isaac Longoria, Dwight 
Malatek, Kyle Rivera, Ino 
Sepulveda and Roddy 
Gonzales.  Honorary pall-
bearers are his grandchil-
dren Baby Mark, Miranda, 
Heavenly, Meridian, 
Madison, Macy, Gracie, 
Anastasia and Anessa.

Friends may sign the 
guestbook and leave con-
dolences by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com

Arrangements are un-
der the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home, Gonzales.

ManueL g. sePuLveDa

For additional obituaries, please see page 13
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.
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8 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
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Copyright 2022 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

20
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43

49

50

51

52

53

ACROSS

DOWN

    1  TXism: “wearing
      nothing ___  _
      smile” (naked)
  5  TXism: “happy as _   
      ___ in a candy store”
  6  Big ____ National
      Park
  7  “do it or ____!”
  8  LLano is the “____
      _______  __ Texas”
18  TXism: “___ rattle
      your teeth!” (threat)
19  an area in Texas
      (2 wds.)
21  __ Leon, TX
22  TXism: “the ____
      is wagging the dog”
23  former A&M basket-
      ball coach, Tony
      (1991-98)
24  TXism: “______  
      calf rope” (quit)
29  saddle ____
30  ____ Pictures made
      “Walker, TX Ranger”
31  Cowboy Dave who
      was head Bear (init.)
32  TXism: “couldn’t drive
      _  ___  ___  _ snow
      bank” (incompetent)
34  TXism: “____ a
      fancy to” (attracted)
35  this Ames played
      “Mingo” (init.)
36  Austin politicos
37  TXism: “chew the fat”
38  this Keenan was
      Digger on “Dallas”
40  hit with a gun (hyph.)
42  the “Wink Sink,”
      “Kermit Crater,” or  
      “Guacamole _____”
43  Oklahoma town

  1  TX female
      athlete
      Zaharias (2 wds.)
  2  instrument played
      by TX Ginger Rogers
  3  Christmas tree
      decoration
  4  viper
  9  this Driscoll was the
      “Savior of the Alamo”
10  Washington wasn’t
      a Texan cause he
      couldn’t “tell _  ___”
11  TXism: “compadre”
12  “__ for a penny . . .”
13  TXism for “also” 
      (2 wds.)
14  TXism: “scarce as        
      a wildcatter with _
      ____ balance”
15  TX pro football
      Hall-of-Famer Yale

44  he killed a rare albino  
      buffalo near Snyder
45  hunt for food
46  TX town or Bible garden
47  TXism: “not _____  _
      ___ nickle” (no value)
49  tiered
50  news net. on cable
51  “shop ‘__ you drop”
52  dir. to Eden from Ozona
53  Lake El Sal de ___
      (“The King’s Salt)

16  “bear in Spanish”
17  TXism: “couldn’t        
      ____  __  ___ under       
      a sitting hen” (dumb)
20  __ Braunfels, TX
22  driving 50 mph on a
      75 mph road (2 wds.)  
24  TX country
      singer Ketchum
25  TXism: “fits like
      scales __  _ fish”
26  TX Dan Morales is  
      a Harvard ___        
      School graduate 
27  Emmitt Smith often
      _____ off the field
28  Steinbeck’s wife
      from Texas

29  longtime South
      Carolina senator,
      Thurman
30  “Dallas” was prime  
      time ___ opera
33  take home pay
34  age of Sam Houston 
      when he settled in
      Texas (hyph.)

35  once a town south
      of Texarkana
37  Crystal City has a  
      statue of cartoon   
      _______ Popeye
38  in San Antonio:
      Sea _____
39  TX poet Naomi         
      Shihab ___
41  TXism: “pulled the    
      ____ over his eyes”
42  “____ for the best”
43  TXism: “cut __
      some slack”
45  TXism: “a __ piece”
48  “Eagles” drummer
      from Texas, Don 
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“WE’LL GET ’EM WITH THE BEST SHOT”
1119 Water St., Suite D • Gonzales, TX 78629
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OBITUARIES

Jesse Russell Jr. was 
born in Gonzales, 
Tx on November 06, 
1968, to the late Jesse 
Russell Sr. and Cecilia 
Villlareal Russell. 
Jesse went home to 
be with the lord on 
Wednesday, August 3, 
2022. He was 54 years 
young. Jesse attended 
Gonzales High School 
where he participated 
in football and a love 
for track and field. 
Jesse received Christ at an early age 
and attended Mt. Pilgrim Baptist 
Church of Gonzales, Tx, under the 
leadership of Rev. Charles Roaches.

Jesse was a jack-of-all trades and 
loved carpentry by profession. Jesse 
had a kind heart and quick wit. He 
was always willing to lend a helping 
hand around the community. You 
could catch Jesse with a big smile 
on his face around town, a fishing 
pole in one hand and a cold-one 
in the other. He enjoyed passing 
time playing cards, and dominoes 
and holds the title of “The King of 
Smack Talking”. 

Jesse was a devoted family man, 
who loved his ex-wife Carol D. 
Hunt-Russell (Buffie) with an undy-
ing devotion to his son, siblings, 
nieces, nephews, cousins and close 
friends and his second family The 

Tealer’s. He will be 
greatly missed by 
his family, friends, 
co-workers and all 
who knew him. 

    Jesse was 
blessed with a large 
loving family and 
leaves to cher-
ish his memories, 
his son Lance 
Camacho (of San 
Antonio, TX), 7 sis-
ters, Joann Howard 
(of San Antonio, 

TX), Linda Villareal (of Spring, Tx) 
Debbria Yevett Russell (of Hous-
ton, TX), Patricia Russell (of Mesa, 
Arizona), Nacole Russell-Cole 
(Odessa, Tx), Peggy Russell-Taylor 
(of Houston, TX), Ruth Russell-
Carrizales (of Gonzales, TX). Five 
brothers, Frank Villareal, Donald 
Clark Jr. (of Houston, TX) Jesse Lee 
(of San Antonio, TX), Paul Russell 
Sr., (of Kansas City, Kansas), and 
John David Russell (of Gonzales, 
TX). 

  Sunrise:  November 6, 1968
Sunset: August 3, 2022

Saturday, August 13, 2022
 Services will be held at 2:00 PM

Eastside Baptist Church 
  701 Seydler Street

 Gonzales, TX 78629
Rev. Charles Roaches Officiating

Jesse Russell JR.

Jacob Ramos, 50, 
of Gonzales, passed 
away peacefully at 
his home on Friday, 
August 5, 2022. Jacob 
was born September 
14, 1971 in Gonzales 
to Jake Jalufka and 
Marcella Ramos. 
Jacob was raised by 
Manuel and Trina 
Magallanes, whom he 
called Mom and Dad.  
Jacob was a wonderful 
companion to Cindy 
and dearly loved his family and 
friends.

Jacob had a huge heart and an 
abundance of love for all. He had 
so very many treasured friends 
that loved him as much as he loved 
them. He was a conscientious man, 
always putting other’s needs before 
his own. Jacob enjoyed country 
music, hunting, fishing espe-
cially playing the lottery scratch 
off tickets, loteria bingo games and 
dominoes. Jacob enjoyed BBQing 
and having family and friends over 
to eat his marvelous bbq.

Jacob is survived by his beloved 
companion of 28 years, Cindy 
Carrizales of Gonzales, father, Jake 
Jalufka of Gonzales, his mother and 
father that raised him, Trina and 
Manuel Magallanes of Cost, sons, 
Dustin Robinson of Post, Jacob 
Pape of Gonzales, brother, Frank 

Jalufka of Gonza-
les, aunts, Annie 
Tieken, Yolanda 
Crabtree (Jeff), 
Mary Schwausch, 
Frances Anderson, 
Teresa Magallanes 
(Daniel), uncle, 
Pomposo Ramos, 
Jr, many cous-
ins and a host 
of friends. He is 
preceded in death 
by his mother, 
Marcella Ramos.

The family will receive friends 
from 9 am to 11 am Wednesday, 
August 10, 2022 in the Abiding 
Word Lutheran Church. Funeral 
services will follow in the church at 
11 am with Rev. David Schautteet 
officiating. Interment will follow in 
the Gonzales Catholic Cemetery. 
Pallbearers: Justin Schwausch, 
Jered Carrizalles, Joe Ryan Car-
rizalles, Wayland Pellitier, Charles 
Cheatham, Brandon Carrizales, 
Jacob Leal, and Michael Contre-
ras. Honorary pallbearers: Dustin 
Robinson, Manuel Magallanes, and 
Daniel Magallanes. Memorials may 
be made to the Gonzales Catholic 
Cemetery Assn. Friends may leave 
their condolences to the family by 
visiting www.seydlerhillfuneral-
home.com. Services are under the 
care and direction of Seydler-Hill 
Funeral Home. 

Jacob Ramos

Caution warranted as hot, dry 
conditions persist across Texas
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

COLLEGE STATION, Texas 
— As hot and dry conditions 
persist, extremely dry veg-
etation will continue to sup-
port wildfire activity across 
much of the state, even as 
surface moisture increases 
in some areas.

Through Sunday, scattered 
showers and thunderstorms 
are forecast for the upper 
Texas Panhandle and near 
the Red River, while sea 
breeze activity and thunder-
storms are possible for the 
upper Gulf Coast and East 
Texas. This moisture will 
provide short term improve-
ment in vegetation dryness 
for these areas. While rainfall 
is forecast for some portions 
of the state, many areas will 
remain dry. 

There is potential for larger 
wildfires to occur in the East-
ern/Western Hill Country, 
Cross Timbers and eastern 
Rolling Plains into early next 
week.

The upper-level ridge of 
high pressure that is re-
sponsible for the hot and 
dry conditions impacting 
much of Texas over the past 
several weeks is forecast to 
move back over the state 
Sunday through Wednes-
day. Widespread triple-digit 
temperatures will once again 
become commonplace 
across the state. With slightly 
higher wind speeds, the fire 
environment will support 
wildfire ignitions.

Persistent temperatures 
above 100 degrees will con-
tinue to draw moisture from 

live vegetation. 
Texas A&M Forest Service 

monitors live fuel moistures 
across the state. The data 
collected from these sample 
sites is used to determine 
the condition of vegetation 
and assists fire managers in 
deciding where to position 
resources. 

“As conditions continue 
to deteriorate for much of 
the state, we remain proac-
tive in ensuring the state has 
the necessary resources to 
respond to any wildfire,” said 
Wes Moorehead, Texas A&M 
Forest Service Fire Chief. 
“Wildfire activity is occurring 
across the state, from border 
to border, and requires a 
lot of support. Texas A&M 
Forest Service continues to 
mobilize additional firefight-
ers, equipment and aircraft, 
positioning them across the 
state for a quick response.”

In addition to the 300 
Texas A&M Forest Service 
firefighters, there are 1,080 
firefighters from agencies 
across the nation as well as 
via the Texas Intrastate Fire 
Mutual Aid System mobi-
lized by the agency to assist 
with wildfire response.

Texas A&M Forest Service 
has also positioned 40 air-
craft at 17 airports across the 
state to respond to wildfire 
incidents.

“We need Texans to pre-
vent wildfires from occurring 
under these conditions,” said 
Emily Wall, Texas A&M For-
est Service Chief Operating 
Officer of Forest Resource 
Protection. “It is impera-
tive that everyone remains 

diligent with any activity that 
may cause a spark and check 
with local officials for burn 
bans or other restrictions.”

There are currently 224 
counties under a burn ban 
— the most the state has 
seen since Oct 24, 2011. 

As hot temperatures and 
dry conditions continue, 
please consider the following:

• Always obey local burn 
bans and outdoor burning 
restrictions. Wait to conduct 
any outdoor burning or light 
campfires until the burn ban 
has been lifted and weather 
conditions are not extremely 
hot, dry or windy. 

• Nine out of ten wildfires 
are human caused. When 
your county is under a burn 
ban, residents should avoid 
outdoor activities that may 
cause a spark, this includes 
welding, grinding, and using 
heavy machinery. 

• Many areas of Texas are 
experiencing high tempera-
tures and dry weather. Resi-
dents should stay up to date 
on weather conditions and 
always use extreme caution 
when performing outdoor 
activities even if not under a 
burn ban. 

• Some areas of Texas have 
recently received rainfall. 
While rain can reduce wild-
fire danger temporarily, ar-
eas with limited rainfall will 
become dry again. Continue 
to obey burning restrictions 
until they have been lifted by 
your local officials.

Visit https://tfsweb.tamu.
edu/TexasBurnBans/ for 
current information on burn 
bans in Texas.

Gonzales County Sheriff ’s Office
07/31/22 – 08/06/22

08/01/22
• Broadhead, Adam Dale, 11/1989, Gonzales: Driving 

while License Invalid w/Previous Conviction/Suspension 
w/o Financial Responsibility, Requires $2,000 Bond; Theft 
Property >$2,500 <$30K, Requires $10,000 Bond; Remains 
in Custody

08/03/22
• Guerra Jr., Carlos T, 11/1983, San Antonio: 

Commitment/Sentence – Possession Controlled Substance 
PG 1 <1G, Remains in Custody

08/05/22
• Muir, Marcus Lee, 12/1975, Lovelady: Local Warrant – 

Unauthorized Use of Vehicle, Requires $50,000 Bond, 
Remains in Custody

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS
Total Arrest, Court 

Commitments, other agency 
arrest and processing’s:

GCSO 03
DPS  01
GPD  06
WPD  00
NPD  03
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00
Total  13
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BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

I’ve been a sports fan 
for many years, but the 
one thing that bothers 
the heck out of me when 
it comes to professional 
sports is “super teams.”

The definition of a 
“super team”: A team 
of All-Stars that was 
put together through 
free agency. Normally 
contains at least three 
All-Stars.

The most common 
practice of forming su-
per teams is in the NBA, 
and living near San An-
tonio in Spurs country, 
I understand the dislike 
for super teams among 
sports fans.

Sports fans will point 
to the LeBron James/
Chris Bosch/Dwayne 
Wade Miami Heat super 
team as having started 
the trend. Sure they were 
the most famous, but 
not the first.

The 2007-08 Boston 
Celtics formed the very 
first super team with 
Paul Pierce, Kevin Gar-
rnett and Ray Allen, but 
only managed to get one 
championship.

Super teams have 
killed the fun of the 
sports in my opinion; 
there is no team building 
from the draft anymore. 
No player wants to 
commit to one team, 
but instead wants to get 
a chance at a ring with 
super teams.

This is why I have a lot 
of respect for the Spurs 
and the Golden State 
Warriors (pre-Kevin Du-
rant and post-KD). They 
at least drafted their 
All-Stars, instead trading 
away future draft picks 
to bring in superstars 
from other teams.

If you take a look back 
in the past sports dynas-
ties, they all drafted their 
players and signed key 
players to win.

One of the biggest 
examples I can think of 
is the infamous Herschel 
Walker trade that kicked 
off the Dallas Cowboys 
dynasty in the early 
1990s.

The Minnesota Vikings 
traded away four play-
ers, three picks in the 
1990 draft, two picks in 
the 1991 draft, and three 
picks from the 1992 draft 
just to get Walker.

The Cowboys would 
build a championship 
team around Troy 
Aikman and Michael 
Irvin, and with their 17th 
pick from 1990, they 
drafted all-time rushing 
leader and Hall of Fame 
running back Emmit 
Smith, and the rest was 
history.

In 1992, the Cowboys 
would draft All-Pro cor-
nerback Darren Wood-
son with the 37th pick; 
he played with Dallas for 
12 seasons and retired 
in 2004.

With the many picks 
they got from the trade, 
they built a dynasty and 
won three Super Bowls 
(1993, 1994 and 1996), 
but could have had more 
if Jimmy Johnson didn’t 
leave after the 1992 
season.

There are no easy ways 
to get a championship; 
it takes time, the right 
draft picks, signings and 
patience for teams to get 
to a title, not an All-Star 
recruiting more All-Stars 
to get an easy ring.

Why super 
teams kill 
the fun 
in sports

LADY APACHE VOLLEYBALL
BACK IN ACTION

The Gonzales Lady 
Apaches volleyball are 
back in action to kick 
off their 2022 season 
under new head coach 
Erin Miller.

The Lady Apaches at practice as they work on volleyball 
drills in preparation for the 2022 season, above. Gonzales will 
compete in two volleyball tournaments this season in Shiner and 
Schulenburg. Left: The 2022 Gonzales Lady Apaches at practice 
last Thursday in prep for Flatonia game. The Apaches will travel 
to Shiner tomorrow for the first tournament of the season.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales volleyball head coach and former Flatonia volleyball standout Erin Miller gets 
the Lady Apaches prep for the 2022 season. The Apaches began their season against 
Flatonia last week and they kick off district against Cuero Friday, Aug. 26.

LADY APACHE ALUMNI
SCRIMMAGE
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Dave Campbell’s Texas Football predicts locals teams’ seasons
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Dave Campbell’s Texas Foot-
ball Magazine released its 2022 
edition this week for coaches, 
players, sports journalists and 
Texas high school football fans.

The magazine covers ev-
ery high school, college and 
professional (Cowboys and 
Texans) football team in Texas.

GONZALES
Dave Campbell’s Texas 

Football projects the Gonza-

les Apaches to finish fifth in 
the District 12-4A, Division 
II district standings. Cuero is 
expected to win the district, 
with La Grange taking runner-
up and Smithville (third) and 
Giddings (fourth) rounding out 
the four playoff teams. Caldwell 
is expected to finish last in the 
district behind Gonzales.

State ranked teams within 
district are No. 6 Cuero and No. 
24 La Grange.

NIXON-SMILEY
The Nixon Smiley Mustangs 

are projected to finish sixth in 
a seven-team District 15-3A, 
Division II. Poth is expected to 
take the district title, followed 
by runner-up Natalia. Karnes 
City is expected to finish third 
while Comfort is expected to 
finish fourth.

Dilley is projected to finish 
fifth, just ahead of Nixon-
Smiley while South San 
Antonio West is expected to 
come in last in the district 
standings.

The only state-ranked team 
in the district is No. 7 Poth.

SHINER
Back-to-back state champi-

ons the Shiner Comanches are 
projected to win District 15-2A, 
Division I, but it is not expected 
to be easy. Shiner’s toughest 
test will be from the team pro-
jected to finish in second place, 
Refugio. Ganado is predicted to 
take third, while Three Rivers is 
expected to finish fourth.

Kenedy (fifth), Skidmore-
Tynan (sixth) and Bloomington 
(last) round out the remainder 
of the seven-team district.

The Shiner Comanches 

are ranked No. 1 in the state 
in Class 2A, while Refugio is 
ranked No. 3.

SHINER ST. PAUL
Defending state cham-

pion Shiner St. Paul Cardinals, 
which is a four-team district. 
Perennial rival Halletsville 
Sacred Heart is expected to be 
the runner-up, while Temple 
Central Texas Christian is 
picked third and New Braunfels 
Christian is picked last.

Shiner St. Paul is ranked No. 
15 in the state overall. 

CONTRIBUTED
AgriLife Agent Gayle Bludau teaches the Gonzales Apaches how to have 
Winning Health off the field as well.

AgriLife agent presents 
Winning Health 
Program to Apaches
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Gonzales Apaches 
football program were arriv-
ing for workouts before the 
sun rose on Friday, Aug. 5, and 
they had a special visit from 
Gayle Bludau, the Family and 
Community Health Agent from 
Gonzales County.

Bludau presented a Winning 
Health Program which focused 
on the following:

• Proper Hydration: Water is 
the No. 1 nutrient;

• Eat Healthy: Review My-

Plate to eat balance meals;
• Sleep eight hours per day: 

Need Consistent sleep pat-
terns; and

• Surround Yourself with 
Positivity: Vital for good mental 
health.

Head Football Coach and 
Athletic Director Joey Rivera 
reiterated each point, because 
he knows the importance of 
healthy, student athletes.

If you have question about 
health programs, please call 
Gayle Bludau with Texas A&M 
AgriLife at 830-672-8531.

GOLF SCRAMBLE WINNERS

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The winning team from the Aug. 3 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf 
Course in Gonzales were, from left, Gary Schroeder, Bill Kessler, Dee 
Bairington, David Hernandez and Cody Hollenbach.

The second-place team from the Aug. 3 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf 
Course in Gonzales were, from left, Ronnie Dubose, Brent Tieken, Chuck 
Emmick, Hector Sanchez and Jackie Waldrip.

MUSTANG FOOTBALL HITS THE FIELD
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*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
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*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100
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       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
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*Headache Racks

taxable value to more 
than $5.08 billion.

The county had more 
than $123.5 million in 
value under protest and 
with homestead exemp-
tions and losses at $418.5 
million, that drops the 
total appraised value to 
$4.66 billion. Subtract 
some $13.6 million in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the county is 
just under $4.65 billion.

When protested value 
and tax ceilings (taxes 
frozen for those 65 and 
older) are taken into ac-
count, that drops the total 
adjusted taxable value to 
$4.41 billion. That is an 
increase of $1.09 billion, 
or nearly 33 percent, 
above last year’s net tax-
able value of just under 
$3.32 billion.

Gonzales County 
added just under $32.1 
million in new improve-
ment taxable value for 
2022.

CITY OF GONZALES
The City of Gonzales 

shows a total market 
value of nearly $802 mil-
lion, which includes land 
value of more than $87.8 
million, improvement 
value of more than $481.3 
million, personal proper-
ty value of just under $35 
million and mineral mar-
ket value of more than 
$197.8 million. With a 
productivity loss of nearly 
$8.66 million, that drops 
the total market taxable 
value to more than $793.1 
million.

The city had more than 
$12.9 million in value 
under protest and with 
homestead exemptions 
and losses at just under 
$160.4 million, that drops 
the total appraised value 
to $632.8 million. Sub-
tract some $2.8 million in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the city is just 
under $630 million.

When protested value 
and tax ceilings (taxes 

frozen for those 65 and 
older) are taken into ac-
count, that drops the total 
adjusted taxable value to 
just under $566.7 mil-
lion. That is an increase 
of nearly $37.5 million, or 
nearly 7.1 percent, above 
last year’s net taxable 
value of more than $529.2 
million.

The city added more 
than $3.8 million in new 
improvement taxable 
value for 2022.

GONZALES ISD
Gonzales ISD shows 

a total market value of 
property in Gonzales 
County of more than 
$4.25 billion, which 
includes land value of 
more than $1.89 billion, 
improvement value of 
more than $971 million, 
personal property value 
of over $78.6 million and 
mineral market value of 
more than $1.31 billion. 
With a productivity loss 
of nearly $1.61 billion, 
that drops the total mar-
ket taxable value to more 
than $2.64 billion.

The district had nearly 
$86 million in value 
under protest and with 
homestead exemptions 
and losses at just under 
$305 million, that drops 
the total appraised value 
to $2.34 billion. Subtract 
some $107 million in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the district is 
over $2.23 billion. Prop-
erty inside the district’s 
boundaries that is within 
Caldwell County has total 
market value of $62.7 
million, with net taxable 
value of nearly $52.1 
million, bringing the 
total taxable value of all 
property to almost $2.29 
billion.

That is an increase of 
nearly $507.9 million, 
or nearly 28.6 percent, 
above last year’s net tax-
able value of nearly $1.78 
billion.

The district added 
nearly $20.6 million in 

new improvement tax-
able value for 2022.

CITY OF NIXON
The City of Nixon 

shows a total market 
value of nearly $110.4 
million, which includes 
land value of more than 
$14.4 million, improve-
ment value of nearly 
$58.5 million, personal 
property value of just 
under $10.2 million and 
mineral market value of 
more than $27.3 million. 
With a productivity loss 
of nearly $940,000, that 
drops the total market 
taxable value to nearly 
$109.5 million.

The city had more than 
$1.6 million in value 
under protest and with 
homestead exemptions 
and losses at just under 
$15.3 million, that drops 
the total appraised value 
to $94.2 million. Sub-
tract some $328,370 in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the city is just 
over $93.8 million.

Property inside the 
city’s boundaries that is 
within Wilson County 
has total market value of 
$24.9 million, bringing 
the total taxable value of 
all property to more than 
$120.1 million. That is an 
increase of nearly $19.7 
million, or nearly 19.6 
percent, above last year’s 
net taxable value of more 
than $100.4 million.

The city added $545,850 
in new improvement tax-
able value for 2022.

NIXON ISD
Nixon ISD shows a total 

market value of property 
of more than $2.37 bil-
lion, which includes land 
value of more than $1.08 
billion, improvement 
value of nearly $209 mil-
lion, personal property 
value of over $24 million 
and mineral market value 
of more than $1.06 bil-
lion. With a productivity 
loss of nearly $965.8 mil-
lion, that drops the total 
market taxable value to 
almost $1.41 billion.

The district had nearly 
$13.8 million in value 
under protest and with 
homestead exemptions 
and losses at just under 
$70 million, that drops 
the total appraised value 
to $1.34 billion. Subtract 
some $53.8 million in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the district is 
over $1.28 billion. 

That is an increase of 
more than $441.3 million, 
or 52.2 percent, above last 
year’s net taxable value of 
more than $844.8 million.

The district added 
nearly $4.2 million in new 
improvement taxable 
value for 2022.

CITY OF WAELDER
The City of Waelder 

shows a total market 
value of nearly $62.3 
million, which includes 
land value of more than 
$9 million, improvement 
value of nearly $27.6 
million, personal prop-
erty value of just under 
$5.9 million and mineral 
market value of more 
than $19.7 million. With a 
productivity loss of nearly 
$2.6 million, that drops 

the total market taxable 
value to nearly $60 mil-
lion.

The city had more 
than $490,000 in value 
under protest and with 
homestead exemptions 
and losses at just under 
$10.8 million, that drops 
the total appraised value 
to $48.9 million. Sub-
tract some $193,460 in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the city is just 
over $48.6 million.

That is an increase 
of nearly $6 million, 
or nearly 13.9 percent, 
above last year’s net tax-
able value of more than 
$42.7 million.

The city added 
$974,000 in new improve-
ment taxable value for 
2022.

WAELDER ISD
Waelder ISD shows 

a total market value of 
property of more than 
$754 million, which 
includes land value of 
more than $507.8 million, 
improvement value of 
more than $121 million, 
personal property value 
of over $11.8 million and 
mineral market value of 
more than $113 million. 
With a productivity loss of 
nearly $450 million, that 
drops the total market 
taxable value to almost 
$304.7 million.

The district had nearly 
$17 million in value 
under protest and with 
homestead exemptions 
and losses at just under 
$32.6 million, that drops 
the total appraised value 
to $272 million. Subtract 

some $13 million in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the district is 
over $259.1 million. 

The district added 
nearly $7.95 million in 
new improvement tax-
able value for 2022.

CITY OF SMILEY
The City of Smiley 

shows a total market 
value of more than $23.7 
million, which includes 
land value of more than 
$4.38 million, improve-
ment value of nearly 
$16.8 million, personal 
property value of just un-
der $1.9 million and min-
eral market value of more 
than $652,000. With a 
productivity loss of nearly 
$634,000, that drops the 
total market taxable value 
to nearly $23.1 million.

The city had more 
than $198,000 in value 
under protest and with 
homestead exemptions 
and losses at just under 
$4.9 million, that drops 
the total appraised value 
to $18.2 million. Sub-
tract some $1 million in 
disabled veteran exemp-
tions, and the net taxable 
value for the city is nearly 
$17.2 million.

When protested value 
and tax ceilings (taxes 
frozen for those 65 and 
older) are taken into ac-
count, that drops the total 
adjusted taxable value to 
just under $13.6 mil-
lion. That is an increase 
of nearly $2.22 million, 
or nearly 19.6 percent, 
above last year’s net tax-
able value of more than 
$11.3 million.

PROPERTY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

San Patricio, Fort Bend, Hays, Guada-
lupe, Victoria and Grayson.

Gonzales County Judge Pat Davis 
said the costs are higher for housing 
juvenile inmates than adult offend-
ers due to specific state requirements 
that must be met when taking care 
of younger offenders. Also, he said 
there are fewer counties in the state 
who accept and house other counties’ 
juvenile offenders.

“We’re having problems being able 
to facilitate the confinement of these 
individuals,” Davis said. “It’s going up 
in cost from $100 to $120 per day in 
some instances and we’ve had some 
pretty serious offenses from these 
juvenile offenders who basically need 
to be in placement and be off the 
streets.”

The cost to house an adult offender 
in another county can range from 
between $50 per day to $75 per day, 
based on contract rates. However, the 
cost to house a juvenile inmate can 
run between $100 per day to as much 
as $250 per day. It especially costs 
more to house juveniles who have 
already been tried and convicted of an 
offense as there are certain services 
that must be provided to those who 
have already been prosecuted.

Maggie Gaytan of the Gonzales 
County Juvenile Probation Depart-
ment said the scramble to find avail-
able bed space has the county “trying 
to broaden our resources.”

“We’ve had contracts in the past 

with Guadalupe, with Fort Bend and 
Colorado County and with Victoria 
and Atascosa as well,” Gaytan said. 
“Some of these counties are no longer 
allowing out-of-county kiddos to be 
held in their facilities, so it’s getting 
really sparse for us to find detention 
space.

“We have to be picky and choosy as 
to who we send to detention about the 
severity of the offense, making sure 
that if it’s an aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon or those type of things, 
we really try to find space for those 
kiddos. We’re turning more to trying 
to use our electronic monitoring on 
those offenses that are not as severe.”

Gaytan said she has been told by 
Guadalupe County they are raising 
their rate when the new fiscal year 
starts Sept. 1 to $250 per juvenile 
inmate per day. She noted that trans-
portation can be hard on the county 
as well if they have to send an inmate 
somewhere else. For example, it is a 
two-hour drive one-way to Fort Bend 
County and a five to six hour drive 
one-way to Grayson County.

She said she tries to find out where 
beds are available before she goes on 
call.

“When I’m on call, I try to call all the 
counties on Friday to see if there are 
any beds available, so I know if I get a 
call at 2:30 in the morning on Satur-
day, I already know if there is a bed 
and I don’t have to waste that officer’s 
time,” Gaytan said.

BEDS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pictured from left 
are Emily Cook, 
Erika Anderson and 
Barbara Stevenson, 
all staff members 
of the Gonzales 
Regional Children’s 
Advocacy Center, 
also known as 
Norma’s House. 
They are holding 
three of the 10 quilts 
that were made and 
donated to Norma’s 
House by the Shiner 
Heritage Quilters 
Guild.

CONTRIBUTED

NORMA’S HOUSE QUILT DONATION

Come and Take It parade deadlines set
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The deadline for those 
wishing to take part in the 
Come and Take It Parade 
for free will be at 5 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 12, the Come 
and Take It Parade Com-
mittee announced.

Gonzales will again 
celebrate the firing of 
the first shot for Texas 
freedom with the annual 
Come and Take It Cel-
ebration, scheduled for 

Friday, Sept. 30 through 
Sunday, Oct. 2.

The Come and Take 
It Parade will be held at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 
1. Judging will begin at 
9 a.m. and awards will 
be presented to winners 
when they pass the start-
ing point of the parade.

Entries should be 
returned to the Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Agriculture. After Aug. 12, 
entries will be $10 each 

between Aug. 13-26; $30 
each between Aug. 27 
through Sept. 12 and $50 
from Sept. 13-23. After 
Sept. 23, no new entries 
will be accepted.

There is a limit on 
parade entries and it is 
first-come, first-served.

All parade entrants 
exhibiting functional 
firearms will be asked to 
unload their weapons 
and to sign a form attest-
ing to this. 
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NOTICE OF MEETING TO 
VOTE ON TAX RATE

A tax rate of $0.3071 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of COUNTY 
OF GONZALES.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.3071 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.3071 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.3690 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2022 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for COUNTY OF GONZALES from the same properties in both the 
2021 tax year and the 2022 tax year.
The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that COUNTY OF GONZALES may adopt 
without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.
The proposed tax rate is not greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that 
COUNTY OF GONZALES is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2022 tax year.
A PUBLIC MEETING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON 
September 6, 2022 AT 9:00 AM AT Gonzales County Courthouse, Commissioners Courtroom, 
414 Saint Joseph St.
The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, COUNTY 
OF GONZALES is not required to hold an election to seek voter approval of the rate. However, 
you may express your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the 
members of the Commissioner’s Court of COUNTY OF GONZALES at their offices or by 
attending the public meeting mentioned above.
YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE 

CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:
Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

FOR the proposal: Kevin T. LaFleur  Kenneth O. “Dell” Whiddon
 Donnie R. Brzozowski  Collie Boatright, Jr.
AGAINST the proposal:
PRESENT and not voting:
ABSENT:
Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.
The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.
The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by 
COUNTY OF GONZALES last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average 
residence homestead by COUNTY OF GONZALES this year.

No-New-Revenue Maintenance and Operations Rate Adjustments

Indigent Defense Compensation Expenditures
The COUNTY OF GONZALES spent $228,318 from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022 to provide 
appointed counsel for indigent individuals in criminal or civil proceedings in accordance with 
the schedule of fees adopted under Article 26.05, Code of Criminal Procedure and to fund the 
operations of a public defender’s office under Article 26.044, Code of Criminal Procedure,
less the amount of any state grants received. For the current tax year, the amount of increase 
above last year’s indigent defense compensation expenditures is $100,651. This increased the 
no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate by $0.0001/$100.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for COUNTY OF
GONZALES at 830-672-2841 or , or visit www.co.gonzales.tx.us for more information.

 2021 2022 Change

Total tax rate $0.4391  $0.3071  decrease of -0.1320, or
(per $100 of value)   -30.06%

Average homestead $120,123  $132,149  increase of 12,026, or
taxable value   10.01%

Tax on average $527.46  $405.83  decrease of -121.63, or 
homestead   23.06%

Total tax levy on  $13,464,287 $13,544,875  increase of 80,588, or 0.60%
all properties
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Pesky Flies bothering your livestock? Come 
to Fehner and Son to get the Mask for
protection and other supplies to keep

them away from your Livestock

specific. Discuss how negotiable 
your husband is to the idea of equal 
playtime for all toys, allowing your 
child to pick their favorites and 
develop their own personality and 
imagination.

All of these things should be talked 
about, as co-parents, and agreed 
upon outside the hearing of your 
child, to prevent any kind of issues for 
the child as they select toys, moving 
forward. (In other words they will not 
think “daddy doesn’t like this toy” 
or “this is supposed to be for girls”.) 

Avoid any thinking that could lead to 
shame or association of doing wrong 
by selecting a toy.

It’s a small world, after all, and we 
should all practice great love within it,

Violet

Dear Violet is a relationship advice column, 
covering both domestic relationships and 

familial relationships, as well as friendships. 
If you have something you want to get advice 
about, write in and get a third party, no ax to 

grind perspective. Welcome to Violet’s world. 
Send questions, comments or concerns 

attention: Ask Violet c/o Gonzales Inquirer at 
publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com.

ADVICE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

district can hire a full-time truancy 
officer, but added if the grant is not 
fully funded, they’ll consider a part-
time position or decline the original 
proposal and reapply for the 2024 
school year.

Superintendent Dr. Elmer Avel-
laneda stated the grant was a top 
priority for the board and him to help 
students get the resources they need 
to come to school, hoping to assist 
each student as much as possible.

“This is another measure that 
we’re looking at — to find a full-time 
truancy officer. I know we have one. 
But, being such a high priority, we’re 
seeking a second individual with this 
grant,” Avellaneda stated.

The board approved the FY23 
Truancy Prevention and Intervention 
Program Grant by a 6-0 vote. Board 
Secretary Sue Gottwald was not pres-
ent for Monday night’s meeting.

In other business, the board dis-
cussed the upcoming price increase 
for adult meals served at GISD. All 
enrolled students will continue to re-
ceive free breakfast and lunch meals.

Ed Wayner, director of food ser-
vices, spoke to the board about the 
anticipated price increase; breakfast 
will increase from $2.75 to $2.95 and 
lunch from $4.25 to $4.40, due to 
inflation.

“We do offer other options for the 

teachers as well, including some 
salad programs around $3 to $4. 
They also have an option because 
we’re very sensitive about the pricing 
that we charge the adults.” Wayner 
explained.

The board also voted 6-0 to in-
crease the adult meal prices.

The board approved the following 
line items:

• approved the resolution for CO-
VID-19 retention and incentive.

• approved a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with Texas International 
Education Consortium.

• approved the TASB Board Policy 
Update 119, affecting GISD local Poli-
cies.

• approved the list of teacher ap-
praisers for the 2022-23 school year.

• approved to adopt the updates to 
the Gonzales GISD student code of 
conduct for 2022-2023.

• approved the GISD Emergency 
Operation Plan.

The board tabled the following two 
line items:

• an interlocal cooperation agree-
ment with the city of Gonzales for 
public safety staffing and support 
related to law enforcement.

• notice of public meeting to dis-
cuss budget and propose tax rate was 
tabled to next Monday, Aug. 15, for a 
district budget workshop meeting.

GISD 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WATER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

where GBRA (Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority) are drilling their new wells, 
so I was concerned that there would 
be 42 more water wells there because 
there’s no real water there,” Brzozowski 
said. “GBRA hasn’t even gone online 
yet with their water wells, where they 
want to send water to Hays County, 
Lockhart, San Marcos and the Austin 
area, and I learned they are already 
asking to double the amount of water 
they are going to take. They haven’t 
even started yet.

“I think we need to be concerned 
about these bigger subdivisions. When 
you have 42 new wells coming into a 
place, what’s that going to do to our 
water table, especially when GBRA 
starts pulling water if they are going to 
pull double if they 
get approved for it?”

GBRA has submit-
ted a drilling and 
production permit 
application to the 
Gonzales County 
Underground Wa-
ter Conservation 
District (GCUWCD) 
that would allow 
them to drill three 
new public supply 
wells in the Car-
rizo Aquifer while 
performing pump 
upgrades to seven 
existing wells they 
have approximately 
five miles northwest of Waelder off 
County Road 444, between Farm-
to-Market Road 1296 and FM 304 in 
Gonzales County.

At this time, GBRA can draw a maxi-
mum of 15,000 acre-feet of groundwa-
ter per year from their seven existing 
wells, but this new permit would allow 
them to produce an additional 9,000 
acre-feet of water per year, bring-
ing their total production to 24,000 
acre-feet with a proposed average 
rate of production of 2,000 gallons per 
minute.

“I don’t think they should be ap-
proved (for the increased produc-
tion),” Brzozowski said. “I think they 
should pull what they are approved for 
already and let’s see what that does to 
the water table.”

Brzozowski said he heard from a real 
estate agent who spoke about a North 
Texas subdivision where county offi-
cials had approved a subdivision order 
without any knowledge of whether 
there was enough water to support the 
development.

“They (the developers) go out and 
set it off, they get ready to go out to 

drill wells and they don’t have any 
decent water,” Brzozowski said. “How’s 
that going to come back and affect the 
county? Are they going to try to come 
back to sue us because they couldn’t 
get any water?

“I’d like to see (the court) meet with 
Gonzales County Underground Water 
District about making some changes 
where perhaps (developers) need to 
dig a test well and prove there’s going 
to be enough water. We don’t want to 
approve a subdivision and have people 
get out there and they don’t have 
enough water. 

“Water is an important thing,” Br-
zozowski said. “They can’t wash their 
dishes, flush their toilets, drink water 
or water their livestock without it and 

what’s it going to do 
to the people who 
are already there?”

County Judge Pat 
Davis agreed with 
Brzozowski and sug-
gested the county 
may need to “reach 
out to some kind of 
attorney who can 
research this and 
see what kind of 
authority we have to 
do something.”

One Hill Country 
county has already 
taken steps to ad-
dress this very issue 
— Burnet County.

According to Burnet County De-
velopment Services Director Herb 
Darling, any developer wanting to put 
in a new subdivision must “prove wa-
ter” by digging test wells and satisfying 
both the Burnet County Commission-
ers Court and the Central Texas Water 
Conservation District there will be 
enough water available on-site to sup-
port new development.

Burnet County’s subdivision regula-
tions include Appendix G, adopted by 
commissioners in March 2019, which 
states if a subdivision intends to use 
groundwater for their water supply, 
they have to include with the plat ap-
plication a statement prepared by an 
engineer or geoscientist attesting that 
adequate groundwater is available 
for the subdivision and this informa-
tion has to have been presented to the 
Texas Water Development Board and 
Central Texas Groundwater Conserva-
tion District as well.

The certification indicates the 
number of acre-feet of water to be 
drawn out over a 10-year and a 30-year 
period as well as a statement of suf-
ficiency.

“ Water is an important 
thing. They can’t wash 
their dishes, flush their 

toilets, drink water or water 
their livestock without it, 

and what’s it going to do to 
the people who are already 

there?”

— Gonzales County Precinct 2 
Commissioner Donnie Brzozowski

adopt up to a voter-approval tax rate 
of $36.90 per $100 valuation without 
needing taxpayers’ affirmation. That 
rate would have generated an ad-
ditional $2,730,146 in tax collection. 
However, commissioners opted to go 
with the lower rate after discussing us-
ing funds received under the American 
Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) to pay for 
some necessary expenses.

The adjusted taxable value for Gon-
zales County was nearly $3.32 billion 
in 2021, but skyrocketed to more than 
$4.41 billion in 2022. The county saw 
more than $32 million in new im-
provements to taxable property.

Commissioners will hold a public 
hearing on Tuesday, Sept. 6, on the 
budget for fiscal year 2022-23. County 

Judge Pat Davis is expected to file the 
proposed county budget on Monday, 
Aug. 15, in accordance with Section 
111.006 of the Texas Local Govern-
ment Code.

The county will publish notice of the 
budget hearing in the Aug. 18 edition 
of the Gonzales Inquirer.

TAXES 
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The county will publish 
notice of the budget 
hearing in the Aug. 18 
edition of the Gonzales 
Inquirer.

LOOKING FOR A JOB, A PET OR A HOME? DON’T MISS OUR CLASSIFIEDS!
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name, with a goal to bring 
the story to the audience 
in attendance at the expo 
center.

GISD Superintendent 
Dr. Elmer Avellaneda 
was moved by Gruwell’s 
speech and said there 
was not a dry eye in the 
audience.

“It was just the best 
speech I’ve ever heard 
in regards to teaching 
and directed toward the 
impact of teachers,” Avel-
landeda said.

The Freedom Writers 
Foundation has written 
several books about self-
transformation for teach-
ers and students. Gruwell 
explained they always 
look at how people 
“metamorphosize” and 
how teachers use educa-
tion differently inside the 
classroom and at school.

“For most educators, 
it’s about stories and it’s 
about the arc of where 
they were and how they 
changed. So just start-
ing the year off in a really 
positive place and really 
trying to focus on hope.” 
Gruwell said.

Avellaneda hopes Gru-
well’s speech can impact 
the teachers and the staff 
in the district.

“The most impactful 
individual in any school 
district is a teacher,” Avel-
landeda stated. “So her 
speech will keep the main 
focus for us, which is 
students, student success 
and student academic 
achievement.

“I’m hoping the take-
away from today was that 
every single one of our 
teachers has the ability 
and capability to be the 
best they can be for our 
students even when reach-
ing just one of our stu-
dents,” Avellaneda said.

Writing and hearing the 
stories of students with 
different backgrounds 
was the main theme of 
the speech and Gruwell 
knows the importance 
of not letting them be 
invisible, but instead 
helping them be visible 
and using writing “to be 
an up-stander and not a 
bystander.”

“I think a lot of kids feel 
invisible. And I think a lot 
of kids feel like ‘no one 
sees me. No one hears me.’ 
And I think, for us, writing 
allowed them to leave a 
legacy,” Gruwell said.

“So it’s that idea of 
write yourself into ex-
istence. Write yourself 
out from the shadows,” 
Gruwell continued.

Avellaneda agreed with 
the Gruwell’s message 
about listening to the 
voices of both students 
and staff members.

“It’s important for every-
body to hear everybody’s 
stories because, in the 
end, what we have found 
out is that we are more 
similar than we are differ-
ent. It brings unity to our 
staff. It brings unity to our 
community. And it brings 
unity amongst everyone,” 
Avellaneda stated.

Gruwell’s final mes-
sage to teachers and staff 
is to give students “hope 
and home” and make the 
classrooms and schools a 
home-like environment 
for them, especially those 
students who don’t have 
good home environments 
or are homeless.

“That allows them to 
have an escape, which 
allows them to feel 
nurtured and fostered,” 
Gruwell stated.

“I still teach, but I 
also teach teachers in 
addition to kids. We’ve 
realized if we can help 
do a cultural shift in a 
classroom and a cultural 
shift in the school, that it 
really can affect the com-
munity,” Gruwell said.

For more informa-
tion about the Freedom 
Writers Foundation, 
please go to http://www.
freedomwritersfounda-
tion.org/ or find them on 
Facebook and Instagram: 
@freedomwritersfoun-
dation and Twitter: @
freedomwriters.

AUTHOR 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Teacher and founder of the 
Freedom Writers Foundation Erin 
Gruwell spoke to the teachers 
and staff of Gonzales ISD 
Thursday, Aug. 4, for the  GISD 
Back to School Convocation. 
Gruwell’s story was made into 
major motion picture in the 2007 
movie “Freedom Writers”.

Erin Gruwell signs GHS Bilingual Instructor Noelia Maxey’s copy of Freedom Writers. Teachers, staff 
and administrators gather around Gruwell as they talk to her about her experience as teacher and 
being part of the Freedom Writers.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Former Gonzales student and campus technician Carlos 
Blanco talks to his former English teacher,  now GISD 
Director of Federal Programs, Amanda Fullilove with Erin 
Gruwell. Blanco talks about working as peers with his 
former English teacher since graduating from GHS in 2016.

Erin Gruwell with GISD teacher, staff and administrators 
after the conclusion of Gruwell’s speech. 

Erin Gruwell hugs GISD Superintendent Elmer Avellaneda 
after her speech. Gruwell spoke to the GISD teachers and 
staff the importance of hearing the stories of students.
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