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CELEBRATING BACK TO SCHOOL

CONTRIBUTED/BECKY SMITH
The Smith/Amaya family have a fun tradition when it comes to Back to School photos. When the kids (Deanna Amaya, 
Cali Smith and Beau Smith) get out of school for the summer in May, they take a photo showing them jumping into the 
pool, having a great time, while their parents Shannon and Becky Smith are “sad.” However, the tables turn when it’s 
August as the kids are the “sad” ones because they have to go back to school, while their parents jump in the pool. 
While Shannon couldn’t join Becky for this year’s photo, she did manage to include his work uniform. See more Back 
to School reader submission photos on page 19, with more to run on Aug. 25 and Sept. 1.

Water Conservation District assures 
water is plentiful in certain regions

GBRA (Guadalupe-Blanco 
River Authority) Drilling re-
quested three additional wells 
in the Carrizo Aquifer, pump-

ing water to Hays County and 
the I-35 corridor. Gonzales 
Underground Water Conser-
vation District aims to assure 
landowner wells in that area 
that GUWCD is a part of a 
groundwater management area 
comprised of several other dis-

tricts and counties and meticu-
lous planning goes into water 
management.

GUWCD is a part of a 
groundwater management 
area that is comprised of sev-
eral other districts and coun-
ties and, together, extensive 

planning goes into each one 
of the aquifers, according to 
GUWCD. 

“That model is created every 
five years and is updated and 
plans for 50 years into the 
future,” said Laura Martin, 
General Manager at GUWCD. 

“We have another planning 
area, the South Central Plan-
ning Region Group that is 
comprised of needs, population 
needs and utilities. In order for 
a large project to occur, it has 

School 
district 
discusses 
tax rate
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Budgetary planning is 
in full swing for Gonzales 
County taxing entities, 
and that includes the 
Gonzales ISD school 
board, who discussed 
the issue during a special 
called meeting Monday, 
Aug. 15.

In their previous 
scheduled meeting, the 
school board had tabled 
two items for discussion.

One big issue of con-
cern was the tax rate and 
setting public hearings 
for the 2022-23 GISD 
budget.

GISD chief financial 
officer, Amanda Smith, 
projects a “historical” 

Jackie Mills, Sage 
Capital Bank’s first 

president, remembered
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Jackie Lynn “Jack” Mills, 
who served as the first 
president and CEO of what 
would become Sage Capital 
Bank, died Saturday, Aug. 
13, at the age of 83.

Mills was remembered 
fondly by Sage Capital vice 
president Bobbie Polasek, 
who came to work for Mills 
as the bank’s lead teller in 
1984 when what was Ameri-
can National Bank first 
opened its doors.

“He was an absolute gen-
tleman,” Polasek said. “He 
was one of the best people I 
ever could have worked for 
and I really admired him 
being our president. He 
was a family man and he 
was devoted to making this 
a place for family banking. 
Working with him was a 
delight.”

Mills, a native of Cole-
man, first came to Gonzales 
in 1969 when he was offered 
a position as vice president 

Gonzales man takes 
pride in massive garden
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Local Gonzales man Brian 
Jurek showed off the true beauty 
and exponential growth of his 
massive garden; a true utopia 
ranging from pumpkins, squash, 
cantaloupe and many other deli-
cious fruits and vegetables.

Gardening began as a hobby, 
but became much more after 
Jurek became medically disabled 
after an incident at work.

“I got everything over here. 
I mean, whether it’s in the soil 
or what, not sure, but I have got 
great soil. A lot of people have 

See GISD, page 6See GARDEN, page 20

VANDY VAN EPPS
Brian Jurek holds one of his cantaloupes that he plucked from his garden. 

“He was an 
absolute  

gentleman”

See MILLS, page 6

County 
sales tax 
allocations 
up nearly 
24 percent
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The city of Gonzales 
collected its highest sales 
tax allocation in nearly 
eight years, a good sign of a 
healthy, growing economy 
within Gonzales County.

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar announced he sent 
cities, counties, transit sys-
tems and special purpose 
taxing districts $1.2 billion 
in local sales tax allocations 
for August, 10.8 percent 
more than in August 2021.

These allocations are 
based on sales made in June 

BY CLAYTON KELLEY
For the Inquirer

Nixon-Smiley 
CISD proposes 
same tax rate
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Nixon-Smiley CISD is 
considering adopting a 2022 
tax rate of $1.15 — the same 
as last year — following an 
Aug. 29 public hearing on 
the school district’s pro-
posed budget.

The public is invited to 
attend the hearing and take 
part in discussion at 6 p.m. 
Aug. 29 in the Nixon-Smiley 
High School Library, 800 N. 
Rancho Road, Nixon.

See TAX, page 7

Council 
tackles
drowning
prevention
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Gonzales City Council 
tackled the topic of river 
drownings as the main talk-
ing point at the Thursday, 
Aug. 12 meeting.

Gonzales residents and 
local experts spoke to the 
council about the need for 
solutions to prevent drown-
ings in the Guadalupe River 
near Independence Park, a 
known danger area along 
the river.

Residents Bill Shepard 
and Thomas Enriquez, 
along with members of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
were some of the individu-

See SAFETY, page 18

See NIXON-SMILEY, page 6

See WATER, page 7
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FROM STAFF REPORTS
A Gonzales County sheriff’s 

deputy avoided serious injury after 
a rollover accident took place at 7:45 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 14.

According to the Gonzales County 
Sheriff’s Office, the deputy was 
responding to a disturbance when 
the patrol vehicle had a tire blowout 

in the area of Texas 97 and Farm-to-
Market Road 466, which caused the 
vehicle to roll several times.

The deputy was transported by 
ambulance to Gonzales Memorial 
Hospital and later released with 
minor injuries.

The crash is under investigation 
by the Texas Department of Public 
Safety.

Gonzales sheriff ’s deputy 
injured in rollover crash

BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

Each fall, on the first weekend of 
October, the citizens of Gonzales, along 
with people from all over the country 
(and sometimes the world) gather to 
celebrate the first shots of Texas Inde-
pendence during a three-day festival 
called “Come and Take It.” 

The event this year will begin Friday, 
Sept. 30, and continue through Sunday, 
Oct. 2, and is hosted by the Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce, along with the 
Come and Take It celebration commit-
tee.

The festival includes a carnival for the 
kids, car show, chicken flying, arts and 
crafts, golf tournament, a battle reenact-
ment, egg toss, celebratory parade, and 
vendor booths, along with the much 
anticipated musical line up. This year’s 

line up includes many wonderful acts 
and will bring a lot of fun and entertain-
ment to the crowd.

The entertainment chair for the com-
mittee, Britney Jones-Caka, shared the 
following acts expected to attend in this 
year’s Come and Take It event. Other 
information for the event is courtesy of 
the committee chairman, Daisy Scheske 
Freeman, and will continue to be 
forthcoming as events are definitively 
scheduled.

The musical acts that will take the 
stage to celebrate this year’s Come & 
Take It celebration are:

• Friday, September 30: 6-7:30 p.m. 
South Paw Band; 8-9:30 p.m. Standing 
Peppers; 10-11:30 p.m. Bart Crow

• Saturday, October 1: 2-4 p.m. Los 
Gavilanes (located under the beer tent); 
4:30-6 p.m. Mid Life Crisis Band; 7-8:30 
p.m. Waves; 9-10:30 p.m. Neal McCoy; 
and 11 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Ricky Naranjo 

y Los Gamblers. There will be a break 
from 6-7 p.m. during which Miss Gon-
zales County will be announced,

• Sunday: Shiner Hobo Band
The annual event takes place to com-

memorate the firing of the first shot of 
the Texas Revolution on Oct. 2, 1835, 
which happened very near to the city of 
Gonzales. Gonzales was established by 
empresario Green DeWitt in 1825, two 
and a half miles east of the convergence 
of the San Marcos and Guadalupe Riv-
ers. It was, at the time, the westernmost 
Anglo settlement in the area, and, re-
mained so through the end of the Texas 
revolution.

The town is named in honor of Don 
Rafael Gonzales, the provisional gov-
ernor of Coahuila, Mexico and Texas. 
Gonzales flourished and was a thriving 
capital of the DeWitt colony by 1833. 
In September of 1835 Mexican officials 
at San Antonio de Bexar demanded 

a return of a cannon that had been 
previously loaned to the citizenry in 
1831 to protect against indigenous at-
tacks. The citizenry responded with the 
pronouncement that if they wanted it, 
come and take it.

Gonzales became known as “The Lex-
ington of Texas”, where the first shot was 
fired, and where the first Texas Army of 
Volunteers gathered. A few months after 
the first shot, men and boys from the re-
gion would gather in Gonzales, sending 
the only reinforcements ever received at 
the Alamo.

Each October, on the first full week-
end of October, the citizens of Gonzales, 
along with thousands of visitors, gather 
to celebrate their Texas heritage in a 
three-day festival called  “Come & Take 
It.”

For more information regarding the 
celebration please refer to the Gonzales 
Chamber website at gonzalestexas.com.

Come and listen to some great music at Come & Take It

BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

The Come & Take it 
5K Run/Walk will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 1, 
at 8 a.m. in Gonzales 
Independence Park, 
located off Water Street 
(US 183 South). Register 
for this event online 
on the Come & Take It 
5K Run/Walk/Athlete 
Guild web page.

This year marks the 
187-year anniver-
sary of the first shot of 
Texas independence, 
so come get your exer-
cise. Registration and 
packet pickup will be 
on race day, at 7 a.m., 
with the 5k walk and 
5k run both beginning 
at 8 a.m.

Fees to join the event 
are $25 per runner/
walker and registra-

tion, along with entry 
fees, will be open until 
7:45 a.m. on race day.

Only participants 
registered on or before 
Sept. 27 will receive a 
race t-shirt.

Awards will be given 
in the categories of 5k 
run: overall male/fe-
male; top 3 male/female 

in age groups 1-12, 13-
19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 
50-59, 60-99 years of 
age. The categories for 
5k walk are: top male/fe-
male in age groups: 1-99 
years of age.

For information or 
questions please contact 
Janie Massey, jmassey@
sagecapitalbank.com.

Rum Run 
supports 
Gonzales 
Main Street
BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Main 
Street Program is spon-
soring the first annual 
Rum Run on Saturday, 
Sept. 10, with check-in 
from 9-11 a.m.

The slogan is “why run 
when you can rum” and 
the event is organized to 
revitalize and support 
Main Street Gonzales.

Receive t-shirts and 
rum cups at check in. 
The “run” will begin at 10 
a.m., with participants 
encouraged to brunch 
at one of our downtown 
restaurants first. The most 
important meal is the one 
you eat before drinking, 
organizers noted.

Beginning at 10 a.m. 
participants may be-
gin visiting Main Street 
merchants and start the 
“run.” No set time limit, 
travel downtown at your 
own pace and enjoy all 
that Gonzales has to offer!

While the official “run” 
ends at 2 p.m. you may 
continue to enjoy specials 
that many downtown 
merchants have to offer 
with many restaurants 
and hot spots continuing 
the “run” the rest of the 
day Saturday.

Sponsors for this fun 
inaugural event include 
Texas Farm Bureau Insur-
ance, GVEC, HEB, the 
City of Gonzales, Purple 
Cactus Potteri, Shear 
Designs, Peach Creek An-
tiques, Vintique Bandita, 
Come & Crepe It, Studio 
E, Chill Zone, Alpha 1 
Construction, Robert W. 
Bland (Attorney at Law), 
Lockhart Bistro, Angels 
& Outlaws, KB’s Auto 
Station, Sudz Car Wash, 
321 Pop Up, Junkyard 
Hippie, Logan Insurance, 
Gonzales Chamber of 
Commerce, San Anto-
nio Distillery, Tattertorn 
Treasures, and BYK.

Anyone over 21 years 
of age may participate in 
the event, with the mon-
ies raised going directly 
to help the Main Street 
Program with continued 
growth and to promote 
downtown Gonzales. All 
donations to this event 
are tax-deductible, and 
for any further questions, 
concerns or comments 
please contact britney-
caka@gmail.com.

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

brought to you by

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
August 18th

Paul Canales
Jan Dunkin
Jake Irving

Wade Miller
Bobby Pakebusch

Ainsley Ann Riojas
Helen Rodriguez

August 19th
Travis Burleson

Gary Clack
W.C. “Bill” Crandall

Eunice Hanke
Daniel Maldonado

Minnie O’Neal
Stacy Scott

August 20th
Candace Ball Condel

Tim Decker Jr
Laurie Johnson
Ruth Johnson
W.L. Johnson

Myrtle Nichols
James Taylor

Erlene Zavadil

August 21st
Aurora Bastien
Mike Cosper

Stacey Dawson
Scott Dierlam

Stewart Frazier III
Tyler Mason Hendershot

Rebecca Hindman
Natalie Tenberg

August 22nd
Missy Collura

Marvin Heinemeyer

Jenna Mills
Lance Tatsch

Sami Jo Warren
Brian Wilkerson

August 23rd
Todd DuBose

Kristina Bowers
Chad Miller

Melissa Marie Rodriguez

August 24th
Larry Hudson

Pamela Malatek
Tracy Neitsch
Richard Nix

Virginia Oliver
Kilee Schwausch

Clyde Sepeda

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

August 22August 22
95º/73º

A thunderstorm in spots
43% chance of rain ● RealFeel 103

August 18August 18
100º/76º

Warm; an afternoon t-storm
55% chance of rain ● RealFeel 108

August 20August 20
98º/73º

Warm with a thundershower
80% chance of rain ● RealFeel 102

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

A t-storm around in the p.m.
40% chance of rain ● RealFeel 90

August 24August 24
92º/73º

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

August 19August 19
95º/74º

Humid; a morning thunderstorm
55% chance of rain ● RealFeel 99

August 21August 21
96°/73°

A stray afternoon t-storm
41% chance of rain ● RealFeel 102

August 23August 23
93º/74º

Mostly cloudy with a t-storm
55% chance of rain ● RealFeel 93

MOSTLY CLOUDYMOSTLY CLOUDY

THUNDERSTORMTHUNDERSTORM

SHOWERSSHOWERS

SHOWERSSHOWERS

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Following a public 
hearing on Monday, 
Aug. 15, Victoria Col-
lege’s Board of Trustees 
unanimously voted to 
adopt the college’s oper-
ating budget and set the 
property tax rate for the 
2022-23 fiscal year.

The property tax rate 
was set at 19.59 cents per 
$100 of taxable value, 
a decrease of nearly six 
percent from the current 
tax rate. The lower rate 
will increase VC’s revenue 
from property taxes an es-
timated three percent due 
to new property added to 
the tax roll this year.

Based on the Victoria 
County Appraisal Dis-
trict’s certified prop-
erty tax values for 2022, 
a homeowner who lives 
within Victoria Col-
lege’s taxing district will 
pay $195.90 for a home 

valued at $100,000, com-
pared to $207.60 last year.

The $34.3 million bud-
get includes a $320,000 
reduction in health insur-
ance costs and a $206,000 
increase in personnel 
costs after factoring in 
salary adjustments and 
personnel changes. 
Eligible employees will 
receive a 2 percent cost-
of-living salary adjust-
ment and a 1.5 percent 
step increase in accor-
dance with VC’s compen-
sation plan, for a total 3.5 
percent increase.

VC’s operating budget 
is funded through three 
primary sources: tuition 
and fees, property taxes 
and state appropriations. 
State funding accounts 
for only 16.2 percent of 
the budget, compared to 
24.1 percent 10 years ago.

The next regular 
meeting of VC’s Board 
of Trustees is scheduled 
for Monday, Sept. 19 at 4 
p.m.

VC Board adopts 
budget and 

property tax rate

Come & run (or walk) it at Oct. 1 5K

Visit us online: Gonzalesinquirer.com
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

August 20-21
J&K Productions

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

GONZALES LIVESTOCK MARKET
August 13
Cattle 1524
Compared to our last sale: Number 1 
choice calves and yearlings sold 
steady.  Less quality calves and year-
lings sold weaker. Packer cows & 
bulls sold steady.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium and 
large-frame No. 1: 150-300 lbs., 215-
220; 300-400 lbs., 205-210; 400-500 lbs., 
180-189; 500-600 lbs., 163-172; 600-700 
lbs, 160-162; 700-800 lbs, 145-155.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 95-100.
Stocker-feeder Heifers: Medium and 
large from No. 1: 150-300 lbs., 175-
185; 300-400 lbs., 165-170; 400-500 
lbs., 162-158; 500-600 lbs., 151-155; 
600-700 lbs., 134-145.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility and 
commercial, 57-67; Cutters, 71-81; 
Canners, 34-51; High yielding fat 
cows, 71-83.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, good 
heavy bulls, 94-106; Light weights 
and medium quality bulls, 84-92.
Stockers Cows: $600 to $900.
Pairs: $750 to $1,000. 

NIXON LIVESTOCK
August 15
Cattle – 1450
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $165-175-230
300-400 lbs - $168-178-225
400-500 lbs - $161-171-210
500-600 lbs - $150-160-188
600-700 lbs - $146-156-168
700-800 lbs - $140-150-155
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $145-155-200
300-400 lbs - $149-159-210
400-500 lbs - $144-154-173
500-600 lbs - $137-147-170
600-700 lbs - $131-141-175
700-800 lbs - $131-141-153
Slaughter Cows - $20-83
Slaughter Bulls - $83-108
Stocker Cows – $430-1000
Pairs:  None

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION CO., INC.
Sale date: August 9
Cattle on hand: 3258
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $53-85
Utility & Fat Cows: $52-83
Light Weight Canner  Cows: $36-51
Poor/Weak: $15-35
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $93-106
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $81-95
Lightweight Canner Bulls: $70-82
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: NONE
Medium Stocker Cows & Heifers: 
$700-1050
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: NONE
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: $900-1050
Stocker & Feeder Calves & Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $145-215
200-300 lbs.: $155-218
300-400 lbs.: $155-215
400-500 lbs.: $152-195
500-600 lbs.: $148-182.50
600-700 lbs.: $142-165
700-800 lbs.: $128-155
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $135-205
200-300 lbs.: $132-184
300-400 lbs.: $145-182
400-500 lbs.: $142-178
500-600 lbs.: $140-165
600-700 lbs.: $128-150
700-800 lbs: $115-147.50
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 lbs.: $135-185
The market was fully steady and 
strong on the No. 1 quality classes. 
No. 2 and plainer kinds sold $2 to $3 
lower. Overall a good active sale for a 
large supply.
Packer cows and bulls sold $2 to $3 
higher on a total supply of approxi-
mately 730 hd.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
August 18
Market 5 better on light classes of 

cattle with bigger cattle steady. 
Packer cows & bulls 3 better.
Cattle – 989
Sheep & goats – 770
Medium & large frame #1 Steers:
200-300 lb. 1.40-2.12
300-400 lb. 1.39-2.16
400-500 lb. 1.27-2.11
500-600 lb. 1.33-1.76
600-700 lb. 1.17-1.60
700-850 lb. 1.27-1.45
Medium & large frame #1 Heifers:
200-300 lb. 1.15-1.92
300-400 lb. 1.31-1.90
400-500 lb. 1.34-1.84
500-600 lb. 1.22-1.77
600-750 lb. 1.21-1.75
Cows:
Utility & commercial – 65-86
Cutters – 36-64
Canners – 15-35
Palpated cows (young) – None
(Middle Aged) – None
Cow/Calf Pairs – 425-1100
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 95-111
Light & Low Yielding – 46-94
Feeder Bulls – None
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies (Young) – 140-240
(Thin & Old) - 80-135
Kid Goats (Fat) – 2.60-3.25
(Small & thin) – 1.80-2.50
Wethers – 2.35-3.30
Billies – 1.40-2.20
Pairs - None
Barb. Ewes (Young) - 100-170
(Small & Old Ewes) - 50-95
Barb. Lambs (Fat) – 2.00-2.40
(Small & Thin) – 1.50-1.95
Wooled Ewes – 90-110
Wooled Bucks – 1.10-1.80
Lambs – 1.80-2.00
Barb. Bucks – None

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET 
August 12, 2022
Number of head 2,069
There were 394 cows and 28 bulls. 
Despite the large number on hand, 
the packer market continued to climb 
higher once again. This is the third 
straight week of higher packer prices. 
Both packer cows and bulls were $2 
higher on the top end.
The calf market was steady with last 
weeks levels. There were quite a few 
new highs throuhout all classes. 
Strong demand across the board 
made for another good day to be sell-
ing. Averages were basically 
unchanged.
Packer bulls:     80.00-108.00
Packer cows:  
canners & cutters   55.00-86.00
poor & weak  20.00-53.00
Palpated: 29     100.00-114.00
PAIRS:  10   $1,250-$1,425
Steer Calves: (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs.    113.00-200.00
200-249 lbs.    136.00-210.00
250-299 lbs.    165.00-230.00
300-350 lbs.    169.00-215.00
350-400 lbs.    169.00-200.00
400-450 lbs.    160.00-200.00
450-500 lbs.     155.00-182.00
500-550 lbs.     149.00-176.00
550-600 lbs.    150.00-171.00
600-700 lbs.    151.00-166.00
700-800 lbs.     130.00-159.00
Bull Calves:  ( A V G - H I G H )
Under 250lbs    175.00-232.00
250-300 lbs.     163.00-226.00
300-350 lbs.     169.00-222.00
350-400 lbs.    155.00-198.00
400-450 lbs.    157.00-196.00
450-500 lbs.     153.00-181.00
500-550 lbs.    147.00-168.00
550-600 lbs.    151.00-161.00 
600-700 lbs     136.00-164.00
Over 700 lbs.    126.00-157.50
Heifer Calves: (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs.    117.00-165.00
200-250 lbs.    152.00-218.00
250-300 lbs     145.00-216.00
300-350 lbs.    146.00-178.00
350-400 lbs.     148.00-189.00
400-450 lbs.    147.00-184.00
450-500 lbs.        145.00- 

205.00=>replacement
500-550 lbs     145.00-167.00
550-600 lbs.    142.00-164.00 
600-700 lbs.    134.00-159.00 
Over 700 lbs     113.00-148.00

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

Garden
Q&A Mulch can keep light 

rains from soaking in
Q. Why are some gardeners not 

recommending mulch anymore? 
Surely it is still effective to conserve 
water.

A. When the soil is dry like it has 
been all summer this year the mulch 
can prevent the moisture from light 
rains from penetrating.  Once the 
rains or irrigation is 
substantial enough to 
saturate the mulch it 
then reaches the soil.  
In the short term the 
mulch can prevent light 
rains from reaching the 
soil but in the long term, 
you are right it is an im-
portant water conserva-
tion tool. 

Q. What is the deal with the golden 
fronted woodpeckers taking sugar 
water from the hummingbird feed-
ers? Is it bad for them? Is there 
anyway to prevent it?

A.  In many neighborhoods the 
woodpeckers have gotten use to using 
the sugar water as a moisture and 
a nutrient source.  The parent birds 
even bring their young of every hatch 
to learn where the water is and how 
to consume it.  Sometimes they seem 
to consume excessive amounts, but I 
have not seen or heard of any negative 
results. Enjoy their visits.

Q. What peach varieties do you 
recommend and why do you recom-
mend them?

A.  Peaches do not require pollina-
tor species but a key to successful 

backyard peach production is to plant 
varieties that receive enough winter 
cold (chill hours) to meet their needs 
in terms of reorganizing the chemistry 
every year.  The three selections I like 
the best are Florida King, Junegold, 
and La Feliciana. 

Q. What are those big grubs that 
we find at the edge of 
compost pile? Are they 
destructive or a threat 
to humans and our 
garden plants?

A. They are Rhinoceros 
beetle grubs. The adult 
beetles eat other insect 
pests so are described as 

a beneficial insect.  The grubs develop 
by consuming decomposing organic 
material on the edge of the compost 
pile. The grubs are not attractive, but 
they are no threat to humans or our 
plants.  the grubs and beetles are ben-
eficial so should be protected. 

Q. The Fanick’s phlox that we 
received as a gift from a neighbor 
when we moved into our new house 
were marvelous this summer, 
attractive and fragrant blooms.  
They are declining now; can we do 
anything to keep them blooming?

A. Let them decline for the season. 
They will regrow next spring, In the 
future every 3 years thin them out by 
dividing the clumps and replanting 
them.  Fertilize them in February.  Yes, 
they are wonderful plants. 

CALVIN 
FINCH
Gardening 
Q&A

Luling Foundation, AgriLife Extension 
sponsoring Youth Burger Grill-Off
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Youth Grill-Off 
is a statewide team 
BBQ burger cook-off 
contest organized by 
cooperative efforts of 
the Luling Foundation 
and tri-county Texas 
A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion offices of Caldwell, 
Gonzales & Guadalupe 
County. 

The Youth Grill-
Off will take place on 
Saturday, Sept. 10, at 
the Luling Foundation 
Farm’s (LFF) Demon-
stration Barn, 523 S. 
Mulberry, Luling. Prizes 
will be given for grand 

champion and reserve 
grand champion in each 
division. Each regis-
tered team member is 
granted a raffle entry for 
a mega-prize drawing 
of a Blackstone Griddle, 
sponsored by Texas Gas 
Service.

This contest is for 
youth in the third 
through 12th grade with 
2-3 youth per team of 
the same age category. 
Contestant age group 
categories are as follows: 
Jr. Division: third – sev-
enth grade; Sr. Division: 
eighth – 12th grade. 
Entry fee will be $20 per 
team (non-refundable) 
and will be open to the 
first 30 team entries. 

Entry deadline is Aug. 
29; entries received after 
places have been filled 
will be put on a waiting 
list.

Teams will be provid-
ed with Luling Founda-
tion ground Angus beef, 
an Old Smokey BBQ grill 
and charcoal. Official 
rules, entry form and an 
itemized list of what to 
bring and what will be 
provided is located at 
lulingfoundation.org.

Each grill-off team be 
allowed to take the Old 
Smokey BBQ cooker 
home. For more infor-
mation, call the Luling 
Foundation office at 
830-875-2438.

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION



Sending young soldiers 
to war has long been 

Gonzales’ legacy
BY BOB BURCHARD
Special to the Inquirer

He stood there on the sidewalk 
outside Michelson’s Café in Gonza-
les. The letter from the Army Draft 
Board said the bus would pick him 
up at 10 o’clock this morning.

He glanced at the courthouse 
clock across the street — 9:15 a.m. 
He had been standing here almost 
an hour. It was better to wait here 
though than at the house. His 
mother was very upset. She had 
been crying off and on for several 
days. So, he had said goodbye, and 
came on to the bus stop at Michel-
son’s.

His dad had brought him in the 
pickup, and now his dad and other 
dads, and a few moms, were visit-
ing there on the sidewalk a few feet 
away. It was difficult saying goodbye 
to his mother his morning. She was 
crying so hard that it made Little 
Sister start crying. Little Sister was 
just two years old; she did not know 
what was happening. Bubba was 
five, would be six next month. I 
will have to remember to send him 
something, he thought.

He was standing there on the 
sidewalk awkwardly holding a paper 
sack. His mother had baked an 
apple pie this morning, and had sent 
him off with at least half of it. She 
had wrapped it with wax paper, and 
placed it in a brown paper sack. It 
was too big to put in his coat pocket, 
and he did not feel like eating right 
now, so he stood there balancing the 
sack on his arm so the pie would not 
be squashed.

The coat was not really his. His 
uncle had given it to him and told 
him to be sure and bring it back. His 
mother said he looked real hand-
some in it. She was proud of him, 
she said.

Other young men were starting 
to gather now at the bus stop. Some 
with dads, brothers  — some came 
by themselves. The mood was som-
ber. Someone would try to tell a joke 
— the laughter was hollow — did 
not last long.

An old man came to where he was 
standing. He had a moistness but 
hardness in his eyes. He said, “If you 
have a chance, give that Hitler a kick 
in the seat of his pants for me.”

“Yes sir, I sure will! Yes sir, I will 
sure do it!”

The courthouse clock was striking 
10 a.m. as the bus drove up. Some-
one tried to make a joke by saying 
it was the first time the military had 
been on time for anything.

As his name was called and he 
moved toward the door of the bus, 
his dad touched his shoulder and 
grabbed his hand. “Good Luck,” he 
said as his voice started to crack. “Be 
sure to write your momma.”

The bus pulled away from the 
curb, and turned left at the corner 
passing in front of the fire station; 
then another left, and another, go-
ing all the way around Confederate 
Square, and then on the highway, 
away from Gonzales.

He wondered if he would ever see 
that square again. He though once 
more of telling his mother goodbye 
this morning. As he and his dad had 
driven out of the yard, he had looked 
back and waved. His mother was 
crying, Little Sister, too, and Bubba 
was waving, Bubba was waving 
goodbye.

We do not know how many moth-
ers, Bubbas and Little Sisters were 
waving goodbye on that February 
day in 1836 when the 32 men left 
the square in Gonzales to go to the 
Alamo to die. We do not know how 
many pieces of cornbread and beef 
jerky were wrapped in cloth and 
placed in saddle bags, or how many 
coats were given to the riders.

But we do know this: we know that 
Gonzales has been sending its men 
off to war to fight dictators for a long 
time.

We know that Gonzales under-
stands the cost of freedom, and 
the price of sacrifice. We know that 
Gonzales has sent its men off to war, 
and many did not come home. For, 
you see, that is our heritage. That is 
what we do.

Gonzales was the only town in 
Texas to send men to the Alamo in 
response to Colonel Travis’ letter 
asking for help. No other commu-
nity in the State of Texas may make 
that statement. It is our heritage. It is 
our history; It is our story, because it 
happened to our people.
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. 
Diverse and varied opinions are welcomed. 
Because of space limitations, we must limit 
all contributors to one letter per person per 
month. Letters of 400 words or less will be 
published unless they contain language or 
content that the editors feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales 
County, from a resident of Gonzales County, or 
in response to a story that appears in print or 
online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters 
to be rejected include the following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding 

a group’s or individual’s ethnicity, gender, 
religion, culture, sexual orientation or race.

• Other incendiary language or remarks.
• Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or 
services.

• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond 

general thanks to the community; attempt 
to serve as an advertisement for a company, 
individual or political party; or is submitted in 
lieu of a paid “Thank You” advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, The 
Inquirer does not accept letters to the editor 
urging voters to vote for or against candidates 
in local elections. Endorsements should be 
displayed in political advertising. In light of 

this policy, we reserve the right to reject or 
edit letters for references to candidates and 
whether or not they should be elected. The 
Inquirer will accept letters expressing views on 
bond measures, constitutional amendments 
and other such issues. Letters will not be 
accepted once early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to a 
third party or those written to more than one 
newspaper are not accepted. “Wallpaper” – 
submissions that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or organization 
– will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. 
Discourse should be civil and people should 
be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
referring to news stories should also mention 
the headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route address 
telephone number, which will be used for 
verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul 

Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in 
a digital format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.

Letters to the Editor Policy
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was then

When odds 
overwhelm...
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As chapters of life unfold, unlike-
ly coincidences occur that are 
so rare that surely providence 

is behind the steering wheel. No 
doubt whoever won that $1.3 billion 
lottery will spend much of his/her 
remaining time on earth pondering 
the “what if’s” of choosing such a long 
string of numbers in perfect order to 
hold the WINNING TICKET among 
the megamillions that weren’t. Oh, I 
know a few lesser winners cashed in, 
too, but most lottery participants held 
worthless pieces of cardboard, not 
unlike those who pick poorly at horse 
races.

Recently, a paper cut led me to 
a discovery that matters little now, 
since most of my check-writing days 
are passed and not too many folks use 
checks now. (Technology is galloping 
ahead of the masses at breathtaking 
speed.)

Then I learn that another man in 
an adjacent county made the same 
discovery, maybe on the same day. 
Had such occurred a few decades 
ago, we could have yelled it from the 
rooftops that we left-handers can do 
some things right! Millions of “lefties” 
could have abandoned sinking feel-
ings of being lousy check-removers. 
(I confess to being among the 10% of 
American men who are — as jokers 
say — ”wrong-handed.”) An even 
smaller percentage of women are 
“lefties.” Alas, we have long felt swept 
to the side, “left in the lurch.” Have 
you ever heard of anyone “right in the 
lurch?” I didn’t think so…

*****
Again, I digress, and it will happen 

again. How ere it was, because of the 
slight paper cut on my left hand, I 
held the checkbook with it, thinking it 
would be simpler for my right hand to 
remove the check. Really, how could 
I lose? For more than 60 years, checks 
taken from checkbooks have the rag-
tag look of the losing pooch in a dog 
fight or appear to have been sepa-
rated from the book by a rip saw.

The ease with which check removal 
with my right hand was magical. I 
could almost hear strumming violins, 
and I was cheered by thoughts that 
much was right with the world. It 
was so refreshing, in fact, I tore out 
another check, just to make sure.

I bragged to my wife about the new 
discovery. She hemmed and hawed 
as if it was a total fluke. Such “hem-
mings and hawings” are nothing new 
after 56 years of marriage; I changed 
the subject, trying to remember 
if there were other checks I could 
write….

*****
Later in the day, I visited my bank, 

sharing my experience. The bank 
lady — mistakenly thinking she had 
“heard it all” — shrieked with excite-
ment. “You are not going to believe 
this,” she exclaimed. “But my hus-
band, also left-handed, had the exact 
same experience the other day.”

 I was gleeful.
The odds of two guys sustaining pa-

per cuts and using their “other hand” 
to tear out checks has to be compa-
rable to a couple of fishing bobbers 
washing up on an island by the same 
wave after having been tossed over-
board months earlier by two young-
sters on a cruise ship, perhaps “ticked 
off” that pole fishing isn’t permitted 
off the pool deck….

*****
Okay, maybe that’s a little extreme. 

To make such a discovery, though, 
sparkles — however faint the sparks 
may be. We “lefties” are so accus-
tomed to “take it or leave it” status, 
even small victories such as this war-
rant parades at left-handers’ conven-
tions.

I tried to call some printing compa-
nies to see if there are logical reasons 
why “righties” find check-removal 
to be “easy-peasy.” My calls weren’t 
returned. Oh, well.

We “lefties” have learned to sit in 
desks designed for right-handed peo-
ple, perhaps with compromised seat-
ing postures to blame for handwriting 
so contorted that some teachers have 
either recommended counseling or 
seen one. The list of other inconve-
niences we have endured is endless, 
but space runs short. For a brief and 
shining moment, though, it was ex-
hilarating to tear checks as efficiently 
as “righties” do….

Dr. Newbury, a longtime university presi-
dent, writes weekly and speaks frequently 

throughout Texas and beyond. Contact: 817-
447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 

Facebook: Don Newbury. 
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If Fish Went to School
What would a school FOR fish be like? 

What would fish study? What games would 
they play? What would they eat for lunch? 

Write a story about a day in a school for fish.

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know examples of diverse life forms in the ocean.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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UNDERWATER
SCHOOLS
MINNOWS
RIPPLE
SWIM
LATERAL
SARDINES
PREDATOR
HAIRS
CLOSE
NAME
BACKWARD
PORES
CHART
WHY

Not all fish school. For the most part, predator fish do not 
school. One exception is this fish. These fish are born into 
and live in large schools.

Circle every other letter to find the name of this fish.

Some groups of underwater animals are not called schools. Use the code to find 
out what each group of animals below is called.

Standards Link: Life Science: Living organisms depend on one 
another for survival.

TROUT
HERRING

BASS

SHARKS

WHALES

Some fish travel in schools 
to confuse enemies that 

want to eat them. Traveling 
together also helps in the 
search for food. Having 

thousands of eyes and noses 
on the lookout for food 
gives the school a better 
chance of finding dinner.

Look through the newspaper and 
find five common nouns and 

five proper nouns. Cut 
them out and glue them to 

Professor Pescados’ chart in 
the correct column.

Standards Link: Grammar: Identify nouns.

How do fish swim so close without colliding? 
Fish use a combination of their senses to 
create smooth schooling movements.

Eyes: Each fish 
can look forward 

with one eye 
while the other 

is looking 
backward.

Lateral Line: Along each side of a fish’s body there is a line of 
tiny holes or pores. Tiny hairs inside the pores feel the slightest 
ripple or movement in the water. This lets fish know when 
another fish is nearby. If one fish moves in a different direction, 
all the others sense it and move accordingly.
Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have structures that serve different functions in survival.

A D E H I L M O P R S V Y

Standards Link: Life Science: 
Adaptations in behavior improve an 

organism’s chance for survival.

Can you �nd these pictures in the school of �sh?

RULER COMB PENCIL HOUSE GLOVE

© 2022 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 38, No. 37

… not giving up the first time you don’t succeed 
at something new.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? Read the story below and circle 
the six errors you find. Then rewrite the story correctly.

How do fish hear?

Fish do not have ears on the owtside of their bodies, yet 
they can still here sonds. 

In fact in murky watter, hearing can be more important 
than sight. 

Fish ears are in their skulls, one on either side of the head. 
Sound waves pass through there bodies and are picked up 
by this iner ear. 

That Sounds Fishy

Underwater schools are different from the 
school you go to. A school in the ocean is 
actually a group of fish that swim together. 
About 4,000 kinds of fish swim in groups 
called schools.

Schools of fish are always made up of one 
kind of fish swimming together. Sardines 
swim with sardines, and minnows swim with minnows.

In a school, the fish are able to swim 
together, moving in the same direction or 
even changing directions in an instant without 
bumping into each other. This can make a school 
of thousands of fish look like one big fish.

Join fish expert Professor Pescados as Kid Scoop explores schools of fish.

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Don’t let your advertising
get wiped out by channel surfing. 

Plug into the power of print and online
newspaper advertising today. Newspaper
advertising gets attention, and it gets results.
In fact, 80% of  readers say they look at
advertising when reading their newspaper.
* Statistics published by the Newspaper Association of America from independent researchers.connect with more

potential customers:
call 830-672-2861

to advertise,
in print and online.

 www.gonzalesinquirer.com
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GUNS  •  AMMO  •  KNIVES  •  BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE  •  LOOK

Adults - $10   •   Minors 12-18 - $5
Children Under 12 Free
For info, 713-724-8881

Persons Under 18 Must Be Accompanied By Parent
Covid-19 protocols in effect for your safety.

THE REAL TEXAS

Where people still have a choice to 
legally buy, sell & trade firearms.

GONZALES, TX
J.B. Wells Expo Building

2301 Co. Rd. 197
AUGUST 20TH & 21ST

Sat 9am-5pm  •  Sun 10am-4pm

Aubry Sanders Jr. • Promoter
therealtexasgunshow.com

FOR INFO 713-724-8881

Republican Women Of Yoakum Area

Yoakum
Community Center

105 Huck Street
Yoakum, TX

FREE
EVENT!

SAVE
AMERICA

RALLY

Political ad paid for by
Michael Cloud for Congress Campaign.

Join Us In Welcoming:
Congressman Michael Cloud,

Texas House District 27

Congresswoman Lauren Boebert,
Colorado House District 3

And Senator Lois Kolkhorst,
Texas Senate District 18

Date: Saturday, August 27, 2022
Time: 5:30 to 6:30 pm – Social with

Light Refreshments, Silent & Live Auctions
7 pm-Program begins

PROPOSED TAX RATE
The school district is proposing a 

maintenance and operations tax rate 
of $0.8646 per $100 valuation, down 
nearly 11 cents from last year’s rate 
of $0.9734; however, the interest and 
sinking, or debt service, tax rate has 
been proposed at $0.2854 per $100 
valuation, up from last year’s rate of 
$0.1766.

According to calculations by Gon-
zales County Tax Assessor-Collector 
Crystal Cedillo, the district has a voter-
approval tax rate of $1.1529 per $100 
valuation. This represents the highest 
tax rate the district could adopt with-
out holding an election to seek voter 
approval.

This rate is calculated by deter-
mining three things: the district’s 
maximum compressed rate (MCR), 
the enrichment tax rate and the debt 
rate. The MCR is the tax rate for the 
current year at which the district much 
levy its maintenance and operations 
to receive the full amount of their Tier 
One funds from the state. The MCR for 
Nixon-Smiley CISD is $0.8046 per $100 
valuation.

The enrichment rate is what the state 
allows the district to raise in addition 
to the MCR up to a total of $0.17 per 
$100 valuation. The first eight pennies 
are considered “golden,” and not sub-
ject to being compressed by the state, 
while the final nine pennies are “cop-
per” and be compressed if the guar-
anteed yield to the district increases. 
The enrichment rate for Nixon-Smiley 
CISD is $0.06, bringing the total M&O 
rate to the proposed maximum of 
$0.8646 per $100 valuation.

The debt rate is the rate necessary to 
pay the school district’s debt payment 
for the coming year and accounts for 
principal and interest on bonds or any 
other debt secured by property tax 
revenue.

Nixon-Smiley is obligated to meet a 
debt payment of $3,830,055 for fiscal 
year 2023, which creates a maximum 

debt rate of $0.2883 per $100 valua-
tion. However, the district decided to 
use some of its outstanding interest 
and sinking fund balance to pay for its 
debt, so they dropped the proposed 
debt rate to $0.2854 to make a total 
proposed tax rate of $1.15.

Total expenditures for Nixon-Smiley 
are expected to increase by about 9.42 
percent, of which most of that falls un-
der debt service spending, which will 
be up overall by 138.82 percent. Mean-
while, maintenance and operations 
spending, which includes the general 
fund and food service, is expected to 
decrease by about 4.61 percent.

PROPERTY VALUES INCREASE
While the majority of Nixon-Smiley 

CISD property lies in Gonzales County, 
the district also covers parts of Gua-
dalupe, Karnes and Wilson counties 
as well. The total market value for 
N-SCISD is more than $2.55 billion, 
of which more than $2.37 billion is in 
Gonzales County, with nearly $119.9 
million in Wilson County, $48 million in 
Guadalupe County and $8.6 million in 
Karnes County. Last year, the appraised 
market value of all property in N-SCISD 
was just under $1.94 billion, marking an 
increase of nearly $61.6 million.

The net taxable value for all property 
is just under $1.35 billion, with nearly 
$1.29 billion of that in Gonzales Coun-
ty, $51.4 million in Wilson County, $8.3 
million in Guadalupe County and $1.5 
million in Karnes County. Last year, 
the total taxable value was just $843.7 
million for an increase in net taxable 
value of more than $503.7 million.

The average market value of a 
residence in Nixon-Smiley rose from 
$95,737 to $110,708, but the aver-
age taxable value fell by $7,434 from 
$48,734 to $41,300. This means the 
taxes due on the average residence will 
decrease by about $85.49 from $560.44 
last year to $474.95 this year if the 
same tax rate of $1.15 per $100 valua-
tion is approved.

NIXON-SMILEY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of Gonzales Bank after 
10 years of rising through 
the ranks at Coleman 
County State Bank. Mills 
became Gonzales Bank’s 
lending officer, security 
officer, trust officer and 
served as secretary to the 
board of directors for the 
bank.

In 1978, he left to 
become president of 
Buchel Bank and Trust in 
Cuero, but would come 
back to Gonzales just five 
years later when he was 
approached by the board 
of directors of the newly-
organized American 
National Bank with an 
offer he could not refuse 
— help them complete 
their application process 
and become the bank’s 
first president and CEO.

Mills took over selling 
and issuing all neces-
sary stock in the bank 
and oversaw buying all 
necessary machinery 
and equipment and hir-
ing the personnel for the 
bank.

“When he started, we 
had nothing,” Polasek 
said. “We had no custom-
ers at all. Today, we have 
built up to seven branch-
es, but it all started with 
Jack Mills.”

A groundbreaking was 
held Feb. 2, 1984, for a 
new 13,000-square-foot 
building at the corner 
of Texas 97 and Sarah 

DeWitt Drive (US 90-A) 
adjacent to the Country 
Villages Plaza shopping 
center, with Mayor Car-
roll Wiley and Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Agriculture direc-
tor Wayne Ellison taking 
part, along with the 
American National Bank 
board of directors — John 
Paul Jones, Zane Briscoe, 
Norman Burns, Lavo 
Briscoe, Bill Christian, 
Joan Floyd and Doyle 
Colwell.

The building was de-
signed not just to house 
the bank, but also the 
law offices of Burns and 
his law partner, Houston 
Munson. Construc-
tion was completed five 

months later and Gonza-
les’ third bank officially 
opened for business on 
July 12, 1984.

Mills served as presi-
dent and CEO of the bank 
until December 1991, 
when he stepped down to 
become an independent 
insurance agent, special-
izing in life and health 
insurance. Jack Mills In-
surance Agency operated 
for nearly 27 years until 
he retired in September 
2018. For 15 years, he had 
a business association 
with fellow agent and 
close friend Mike Davis.

“Jack was a hard worker 
and what he told you 
was honest-to-God truth, 
whenever he told you 

something,” Davis said. 
“He was probably the 
most honest, loyal, inde-
pendent person I knew. 
He was well respected in 
the community and well 
liked. He was a family 
man and a religious man, 
and obviously, you know, 
he was a true friend to 
me. He was a good man 
and I’m really going to 
miss him.”

Davis said his business 
association with Mills 
started after the latter had 
tired of spending long 
days on the road enroll-
ing school districts and 
other large employers in 
insurance plans.

“There’s no telling how 
many miles he put on 

his car doing that,” Davis 
said. “He’d go from El 
Paso to Brownsville to 
Dallas and wherever it 
took him, he went. And 
he just got burned out so 
he came to me and said, 
‘Can I help you with your 
groups? I’ve gotta get off 
the road.’ I said, ‘You bet-
ter believe it. I can defi-
nitely use you!’ When-
ever we did our groups 
together, we would split 
everything 50-50.

“I couldn’t have made 
it without him, to tell 
you the truth. I mean, he 
helped me tremendously. 
He was one of those 
people that, until the job 
was done, he didn’t leave. 
And he would help any-
body, you know? He was 
just a good all-around 
person. He was loyal, 
honest and dependable 
and I wouldn’t have had 
anybody else help me in 
this business. Even after 
he retired, our clients 

were always asking about 
him.”

Banking and insur-
ance were not the only 
areas, however, in which 
Mills contributed to the 
quality of life in Gonzales. 
He served as a volunteer 
firefighter and was one 
of the first members of 
the Gonzales Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, which 
was established under 
the leadership of Dr. Rob-
ert Williamson in March 
1974. This organization 
would later become 
known as Gonzales 
County Area EMS and 
would lead to the cre-
ation of Gonzales County 
Emergency Services 
District No. 1.

Mills also was an elec-
tion judge, a chairman 
of the United Fund and 
volunteered for Easter 
Seals and the March of 
Dimes. He was an officer 
and director in the Gon-
zales Chamber of Com-
merce & Agriculture and 
also was president and 
player agent in the Little 
League. He also was a 
35-year member of Lions 
International and was a 
former local Lions Club 
president.

He also served as 
treasurer of First Baptist 
Church and chaired the 
Men’s Fellowship group 
while also serving as a 
Sunday School teacher.

MILLS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mills

FILE PHOTO
The board of directors of American National Bank breaks ground on their building on Feb. 2, 
1984. Pictured from left are Zane Briscoe, Norman Burns, Lavo Briscoe, Bill Christian, Joan Floyd, 
Doyle Colwell, Jack Mills, John Paul Jones, Mayor Carroll Wiley and Chamber of Commerce and 
Agriculture Director Wayne Ellison. 

low tax rate of $0.9883 per $100 valu-
ation; 19.17 pennies down from last 
years tax rate of $1.0991.

GISD Superintendent Dr. Elmer 
Avellaneda stated this kind of tax rate 
decrease is “abnormal” for any district 
across the state or the nation, and it has 
put the district in a great position tax-
wise. Avellaneda added that proposed 

levies are historically low as well.
The board unanimously approved the 

public hearing on the proposed rate be 
scheduled for Monday, Aug. 29, at 5 p.m.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a three-year agreement with 
PCAP insurance with a wind and hail 
deductible buydown included within 
the agreement.

GISD 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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by businesses that report 
tax monthly and on sales 
made in April, May and 
June by quarterly filers.

For the month of 
August 2022, Gonzales 
County municipalities 
received a combined 
$3339,623.95 in sales tax 
allocations, up $73,178.13 
or nearly 27.5 percent 
from the $266,445.82 
received during August 
2021 and up $31,397.32 
or nearly 10.2 percent 
from the $308,226.63 
received last month.

For the year, Gon-
zales County cities 
have received a com-

bined $2,415,861.05, 
up $442,949.94 or 
22.5 percent from the 
$1,972,911.11 received 
through this point in time 
last year.

Sales tax allocations 
for Gonzales, the largest 
city in the county which 
generates the lion’s 
share of sales tax rev-
enue, were $291,879.05 
— up $566,995.62 or 
29.79 percent above the 
$224,883.43 received last 
August and $21,826.66 
above the $270,052.39 
received in July.

Gonzales’ best month 
ever in sales tax collec-

tion was December 2014, 
when the city received 
$296,859.70 in sales tax 
allocations, just $4,980.65 
more than the city re-
ceived in August 2022, 
which is the second-best 
ever total for the county 
seat.

“The funds the Comp-
troller sends to the City 
and Gonzales EDC 
during the month of 
July were collected at 
the point of sale during 
May,” said Jennifer Kolbe, 
executive director of the 
Gonzales Economic De-
velopment Corporation. 
“We had a couple of well 

attended events during 
the month, including the 
Main Street Cinco De 
Mayo event and the Texas 
Junior High Rodeo State 
Finals at the JB Wells 
Arena.”

Other contributing fac-
tors include the “several 
major capital improve-
ment projects going on in 
the community” which 
have brought out-of-
town utility contractors 
to Gonzales, Kolbe said. 
Among these utility proj-
ects are water and sewer 
line replacements by the 
city of Gonzales in addi-
tion to a Lower Colorado 

River Authority (LCRA) 
electric transmission line, 
which is being replaced.

Kolbe also noted there 
are “several commer-
cial and home renova-
tion projects under 
way throughout town, 
which contribute to an 
increase in sales tax from 
our home improvement 
stores.”

“Increased sales tax 
revenue is always wel-
comed news as it means 
we have revenue to invest 
back into the community 
through our grant pro-
grams or by spending the 
funds on public projects 

that benefit the entire 
community,” Kolbe said.

For the year, Gon-
zales has received 
$2,101,526.08, an in-
crease of $430,248.99, or 
25.74 percent, above the 
$1,671,277.09 the city re-
ceived through this point 
last year.

Sales tax receipts for 
Nixon were $35,187.73 
for August 2022, up 
$5,323.76, or 17.82 per-
cent, from the $29,863.97 
allocated in August 2021 
and $5,719.04 above the 
$29,468.69 allocated for 
July 2022. For the year, 
sales tax allocations are 
up $13,933.46 or 6.17 per-
cent with Nixon receiving 
$239,557.20 through eight 
months of 2022, com-
pared to $225,623.74 for 
the same period last year.

Waelder saw sales tax 
receipts of $5,936.17 this 
month, a decrease of 
$2,931.17 or 33.05 per-
cent below last August’s 
allocation of $8,867.34. 
For the year, the sales 
tax allocation are down 
2.36 percent or $1,242.05, 
from $52,423.62 received 
through the first eight 
months of 2021 to the 
$51,181.57 received 
through the same period 
this year.

Finally, Smiley’s sales 
tax receipts were $6,621 
this month, an increase of 
$3,789.92 or 133.86 per-
cent above last August’s 
allocation of $2,831.08, 
and also $4,038.51 above 
the $2,582.49 received 
in July. For the year, 
sales tax allocations are 
up $9.54, or 0.04 per-
cent from $23,586.66 at 
this point last year to 
$23,596.20 this year.

Two cities in Gonzales 
County — Gonzales and 
Nixon — collect a 1.5 per-
cent sales tax rate, while 
Smiley and Waelder col-
lect a 1 percent sales tax.
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to be in the regional (Region L) 
plan before any type of move-
ment going forward. There’s a 
lot more planning involved than 
the company water wanting 
to come in and take all of their 
water, that doesn’t happen.”

Proper swift funding goes 
into this planning. Concerns 
such as environmental con-
cerns, cultural considerations, 
cost considerations, points of 
delivery, and even historical 
sites go into Region L.

“It’s not just somebody want-
ing to come and dig some holes, 
it’s very well thought out and 
very well planned,” Martin said.

At a recent Commissioners 

Court meeting, concerns were 
raised about the availability 
of water after word got out 
that a subdivision would be 
on 420 acres of homesite near 
the Waelder area requiring 42 
homesites. Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Donnie Brzozwski, 
at the meeting, believed this 
would require an additional 42 
water wells.

“It matters where the subdi-
visions are being built, be-
cause most likely if there are 
42 domestic wells that need 
to be drilled, they’re probably 
going to be in the Queens City 
Aquifer from that zero to 450 
range.” Martin said. “Not in that 

Carrizo Aquifer, where the large 
production facility is being 
drilled. It’s completely differ-
ent zones and there’s a layer of 
confinement between the two.”

Martin said there may be 
some drawdown with 42 differ-
ent wells if everyone is pump-
ing all at once and she believes 
a public utility would be 
prudent. According to the plan, 
there should be enough water 
for everyone.

There are caps on the 
amounts of water that people 
are allowed to have. For domes-
tic household use, it’s 25,000 
gallons a day. People may also 
request a permit based on their 

acreage they have.
“We don’t want to limit 

anyone’s use of water, because 
people own their water under 
the ground. We don’t own our 
surface water, but we do own 
the water that’s under our land, 
it’s very important to protect 
those rights for the landown-
ers,” Martin said. “But also 
make sure there’s enough for 
everybody by setting those lim-
its, yes you do own the water, 
but if you want to exceed the 
exempt amount, then there’s 
a permitting process and a re-
quest that needs to be made.”

Unfortunately, there’s areas 
of Texas that don’t have much 

representation for their water 
and landowners, according to 
Martin. She said, therefore lo-
cal representation is important. 

“It’s important to have 
representation and cover-
age, because at the state level, 
there’s not much. So that local 
representation is important,” 
said Martin. “There’s areas 
(of Texas) that’s different. The 
Panhandle is different than the 
coast, this area is pretty plenti-
ful in water, (Gonzales County) 
is very blessed.”

Water level reports will be 
gathered in September, and the 
report will be in October at the 
GUWCD meeting.

WATER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TAX 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

040
AUCTIONS

040
AUCTIONS

210
MISC. SERVICES

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

850
HELP WANTED

050
GARAGE SALES

050
GARAGE SALES
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Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 
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850
HELP WANTED

DAY COUNTY 
SERVICES INC 
located in Gon-
zales, Tx has im-
mediate open-
ings for day and 
night dispatchers. 
Must be reliable 
and dependable, 
experience is a 
plus but not re-
quired. Excel and 
QuickBooks ex-
perience is a plus. 
Dispatchers will 
be responsible for 
communicating 
with our custom-
ers and drivers. 
Must be able to 
work in fast paced 
environment and 
able to adjust at 
moment’s notice 
to ever chang-
ing need in an 
oilfield environ-
ment. Applicants 
should be able 
to work 12-hour 
shifts. You will be 
required to en-
ter and maintain 
spreadsheets and 
data daily. Please 
apply at Day 
County Services 
INC., 2006 Rob-
ertson, Gonzales, 
Texas 78629 or 
call 580-827-
0603.

WE ARE LOOK-
ING for a Chemist 
to join our team. 
A degree in a 
scientific field is 
preferred, but ex-
perience will also 
be considered. 
The successful 
applicant will re-
ceive training in 
X-Ray Diffraction 
and use this and 
other techniques 
to analyze clay 
samples. For a full 
job description 
please contact 
Kyle Cluff at kyle.
cluff@altana.com 
or review the job 
posting at https://
www.altana.com/
career/job-mar-
ket/job-openings/
advert isement/
Jobportal/show/
chemist.html

WANTED: SIT-
TER FOR elderly 
person. Flexible 
hours/days. 30 
hours per week 
$16.00 per hour. 
Flatonia, 281-
236-6826.

SOUTH TEXAS 
APPLICATORS 
Equipment op-
erator needed, 
higher pay with 
CDL. Overtime 
available. Call 
(979)250-3252 for 
more information.

BOBTAIL DUMP 
TRUCK driver 
needed. Must 
have experience 
and CDL. Call 
Randall at 361-
243-6908.

MARIO BERMEA 
TREE SERVICE 
Home-830-587-
6235 or Cell 512-
923-4650.  IN-
SURED. Over 30 
years experience. 
S p e c i a l i z i n g 
in: Residential, 
Ranch and River-
front.

TREE TRIM-
MING & Remov-
al.  Yard mainte-
nance. Serving 
Gonzales area 
since 1987. Call 
Dennis Droupy, 
830-672-2000.

LOCAL SPRIN-
KLER REPAIR. 
Call  Brent 830-
203-0738.

501 St. James | Gonzales TX 78629
Office: 830–519–4132

DeLanna Allen: 830–857–0222
Caitlyn Boscamp: 830-203-0910

Meagan Campion: 830–857–5700
Heather Rodriguez: 830-351-0174

Julie Carreon: 512-393-9533
Esther Pena: 830-305-5288

Somer Simon: 281-690-6003
Jimmy Tuma: 210-387-8862
Mindy Hinds 361-350-6662

firstshotrealestate@gmail.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ESTATE AUCTION
SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 10:00 AM
801 CR 488, Gonzales, TX 78629

www.IntegrityAuctions.biz
Antique & Modern Furniture, Player Piano,

Chest Freezer, Galvanized Tubs & Cans  
Artwork, Oxen Yoke, Tools, Toolboxes, 

Cast Iron Pots, Vinyl Records, Piano Rolls,  
Assorted Crocks, Intersection Signal Light,  

Oil Lamps, Metal Lawn Chairs, T-Post, 
Hull, Roseville, McCoy, Van Briggle Vases,

Old Soda, Wine, Medicine Bottles, Insulators, 
Jewelry, Quilts, Chenille Spreads, Headstone,

Antique Trunks, Yard Windmill, Iron Plows,
Vintage Bicycles, Model A Wheels, Power 
Tools, Barn & Vintage Doors & Windows

& More!

15% BP, Cash, Check or Credit Card
James Molnoskey Auctioneer 
TXL# 15091    512-557-3333

One Day Moving Sale
Sunday, August 21st

from 9a-4p
1519 Gardien St

in Gonzales, TX 78629
No early birds, prices given

prior OR presales!

Follow:
www.facebook.com/comeandorganizeit

for updates and photos

Queen size bed & matching side table, 
King size bed & matching side tables 
w/dresser, recliner, desk size table, 

couch side tables, barstools, stand up 
freezer, Free hot tub, fiesta set, pots 
and pans, clothes, home decoration, 
corner tv cabinet, desk, ping pong 

table, chairs, outdoor furniture, stadium 
seats, soooo much Misc & MORE!

LOCATIONS 

Gonzales and Schertz

HOW TO APPLY 

Visit jobs.gvec.org for more details about this and other 
open positions.

APPLICATION DEADLINE 

August 23, 2022

Electricity  |  AC/Heating  |  Solar  &  Battery  |  Electrician  Services  |  Internet  |  Community

800.223.4832   |   jobs@gvec.orgTACLB00116382E |  TECL32802

CURRENT JOB OPENING

HVAC Technician

GVEC offers advancement potential, competitive compensation 
and excellent benefits. GVEC is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Gonzales Healthcare Systems has immediate
openings at Sievers Medical Clinic for the position
of Clinic LVN or Medical Assistant High school
diploma or equivalent preferred; current Texas
licensure or certification required. Previous
experience in a clinic setting preferred. Full-time 
positions available with competitive salary and 
benefits.

We invite you to join our team in providing high 
quality services to the residents of Gonzales and 
the surrounding communities.

For more information, please visit our website
at www.gonzaleshealthcare.com or call Human
Resources at 830-519-9100.

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

Gonzales Healthcare Systems has immediate 
part-time openings for the position of ER 
Registration Clerk. Ability to work non-traditional 
hours including evenings, nights and weekends is 
required. Shift differentials paid for evening and 
weekend hours. 8 and 12 hour shifts available. 
Previous experience in a health care setting 
preferred.

Applications are available from Human Resources at 
Gonzales Healthcare Systems, or visit our website 
at gonzaleshealthcare.com. For more information, 
please call Human Resources at 830-519-9100.

We invite you to join our team in providing high 
quality services to the residents of Gonzales and 
the surrounding communities.

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

The Gonzales County Water Supply 
Corp. is seeking a general manager.

Qualified applicants will have prior ex-
perience in management and the wa-
ter utility business. Experience in the 
mechanical/electrical maintenance 
field will be a plus. A TCEQ water li-
cense required, and a valid Texas 
Driver’s license is required. Must have 
effective communication and comput-
er skills, and flexibility to work occa-
sional evening/weekends as needed.

The General Manager will work closely 
with the office staff, the system oper-
ator’s, engineers, outside contractors, 
and the Board of Director’s to oversee 
all aspects of the business including 
daily operations, maintenance, com-
munications, safety, improvements, 
compliance, and finances. Regular at-
tendance is required, must be a team 
player.

Email  Resume to gcwsc@gvec.net 

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones
Salario Inicial $11.75

Gonzales Healthcare Systems has immediate
openings at Memorial Hospital Home Health
Agency for a Licensed Vocational Nurse. Current 
Texas licensure, BLS certification and valid Texas
driver’s license required. Minimum of one year
of nursing experience recommended; previous
experience in a home health setting preferred. PRN 
positions available with flexible schedule.

We invite you to join our team in providing high 
quality services to the residents of Gonzales and 
the surrounding communities.

For more information, please visit our website
at www.gonzaleshealthcare.com or call Human
Resources at 830-519-9100.

RADIOLOGY:  
Sonographer – prn (as needed).  General & 
vascular.  License and certifications required.  
Some weekday & weekend call.  Experience 
preferred.  Competitive salary. 
Radiologic Technologist – prn (as needed).  
Minimum one (1) year experience in x-ray.  
CT experience preferred.  Competitive salary.

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org

Prosperity Bank is seeking a
Banking Center Manager at our 

Gonzales branch. Located at 
508 St Louis Street Gonzales 

TX 78629. Time must be flexible 
Monday through Saturday.
If you would like to join our 

growing team of experienced 
bankers, please apply online at 
www.prosperitybankusa.com 
under the career section. EOE 

M/F/D/V. Member FDIC

Now Under New Management 
Now Hiring Drivers for Water 
Vacuum company in Gonzales 
Texas Area. Competitive pay 
and benefits. Paid hourly but 
based on performance and 
reliability. Must have valid
Class A CDL and medical card. 
HazMat not needed but a 
plus. Must be able to pass a 
background check and D&A 
screen.
Please apply at Day County 
Services INC., 2006 Robertson,  
Gonzales, Texas 78629 or call 
361-319-4006.

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply
Is now hiring for

Yard Hand/Customer Service
Forklift experience required.

Must be dependable.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls
We now off er Health Insurance

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions
Starting Wage $11.75
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Reach potential buyers 
when you advertise
in the Classifieds!

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR 
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE.

Call

830-672-2861
or visit

www.gonzalesinquirer.com
to place your ad today!

ADVERTISE OR 
SUBSCRIBE! 830-672-2861

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES
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Advertising Sales
Representative

The Gonzales Inquirer is seeking a motivated individual to assist 
with advertising sales across our print, digital and social media 
platforms.
We are an award-winning weekly community newspaper in 
Gonzales County, where the fight for Texas Independence began. 
We are also one of the oldest continually published newspapers 
in the state with editions dating back to 1860. We publish daily 
online and have a weekly print newspaper as well as a variety of 
magazine and special promotional products.
While we are very proud of our newspaper’s history, not to
mention the history of our community - we ARE where the 
phrase, ‘Come & Take It’ originated - we are also proud of our 
future and want the right person to help us take our newspaper to 
the next level.
We are looking for the right person to sell advertising for us in 
a full-time position. We offer a competitive performance-based 
compensation plan, including base pay plus commissions
Successful candidates have good earning potential, plus we also 
offer top-notch benefits, including health insurance.
RESPONSIBILITIES
• Partner with businesses within our communities to help them
   with their advertising, marketing and branding needs
• Contact businesses via phone and email
• Provide excellent customer service
• Collaborate with fellow team members both in-person and
   virtually
• Process paperwork 
• Accomplish project and monthly sales goals
• Build and nurture relationships with customers and potential
   customers
QUALIFICATIONS
• Strong verbal, phone and written communication skills
• Reliable transportation
• Computer-literate
• Self-motivated, competitive attitude
• Experience with Microsoft Office software, in particular
   Outlook, Word and Excel
• Comfortable making phone calls to prospective customers
• Ability to thrive, multi-task and be flexible in a fast-paced,
   deadline-oriented environment
NICE TO HAVE
• Business to business sales experience — a plus, but can train the
   right candidate
• Use of various social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter,
   Instagram, etc.)
• Knowledgeable of Gonzales County and its communities
The Gonzales Inquirer is part of Fenice Community Media, a 
progressive group of Texas community newspapers that prefers 
to promote from within. If you’re ready for an exciting job where 
there’s always something new happening, please apply!

622 St. Paul St. • Gonzales, TX 78629
lew.cohn@gonzalesinquirer.com

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

Call to discuss our sign-on bonus
for full-time Positions! 

LABORATORY: 
MT/MLT – full-time and prn (as needed). 
Day shift.  One (1) year clinical lab experience
preferred. MLT – A.A. Degree and ASCP
AMT certification required.  MT- BS Degree
and ASCP/AMT certification required.  Must
be able to work independently and be
proficient in all areas of the laboratory –
Chemistry, Microbiology, Hematology,
Immunology, Transfusion Services,
Urinalysis, Phlebotomy and Specimen
Processing.  Benefits available for full-time
position.  Competitive salary. 

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

860
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SEEKING EM-
P L O Y M E N T : 
DETAILED, orga-
nized and highly 
motivated Private 
Caregiver for 
Gonzales and sur-
rounding areas. I 
have many years 
of experience in 
the medical field. 
AED/CPR certi-
fied. If you or a 
loved one need 
a compassion-
ate and personal 
caregiver please 
message 830-
445-9451. I would 
sincerely like to 
help.

Career and Technical Education
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination
Nixon-Smiley CISD offers career and technical education pathways in Information 
Technology Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics, Agriculture, 
Food and Natural Resources, Health Science, and Hospitality and Tourism 
Admission is based on grade level, age appropriateness, interest, and class space 
availability. Students must follow the course sequence for each pathway.

It is the policy of Nixon-Smiley CISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, or handicap in its vocational programs, services, or 
activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of Nixon-Smiley CISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as required 
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

Nixon-Smiley CISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will 
not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational and vocational 
programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX 
Coordinator at wendy.fuller@nixonsmiley.net, 830-582-1536 ext.103, and/or the 
Section 504 Coordinator at wendy.fuller@nixonsmiley.net, 830-582-1536 ext.103.

Nixon-Smiley CISD
800 N. Rancho Road

Nixon, TX 78140
830-582-1536 ext. 102

Notificación Publica de No Discriminación en
Programas de Educación Técnica y Vocacional

Nixon-Smiley CISD ofrece programas de educación técnica y vocacional en 
Ciencias de la Tecnología de la Información, Tecnología, Ingeniería y Matemáticas, 
Agricultura, Alimentos y Recursos Naturales, Ciencias de la Salud y Hotelería y 
Turismo.

La admisión a estos programas se basa en la admisión se basa en el nivel de grado, 
adecuación a la edad, interés y disponibilidad de espacio de clase. Los estudiantes 
deben seguir la secuencia del curso para cada camino.

Es norma de Nixon-Smiley CISD no discriminar en sus programas, servicios 
o actividades vocacionales por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo o 
impedimento, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 
1964, según enmienda; Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972, y la 
Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Es norma de Nixon-Smiley CISD no discriminar en sus procedimientos de empleo 
por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, tal como 
lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; 
Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación, de 1972, la ley de Discriminación por 
Edad, de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 
1973, según enmienda.

Nixon-Smiley CISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta de 
habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y participación 
en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos de quejas, comuníquese 
con el Coordinador del Título IX en wendy.fuller@nixonsmiley.net, 830-582-1536 
ext.103, y/o el Coordinador de la Sección 504 en wendy.fuller@nixonsmiley.net, 
830-582-1536 ext.103.

Nixon-Smiley CISD
800 N. Rancho Road

Nixon, TX 78140
830-582-1536 ext. 102

Gonzales Healthcare Systems has an immediate
opening for the position of Occupational 
Health LVN. High school diploma or equivalent
preferred; current Texas LVN licensure required. 
Certification as Professional Collector, Breath
Alcohol Technician, Occupational Hearing
Conservationist, NIOSH Pulmonary Function 
Training and CPR Certification preferred, but 
may be provided upon employment as required.
Full-time position with competitive salary and 
benefits.

We invite you to join our team in providing high 
quality services to the residents of Gonzales and 
the surrounding communities. 

For more information, please visit our web site at 
gonzaleshealthcare.com or call Human Resources 
at 830-519-9100.

Gonzales County Commissioners’ Court
Proposed Salary Increases for Elected Officials

For Fiscal Year 2022-2023
Pursuant to the Texas Local Government Code, Section 152.013, notice is 
hereby given that the Gonzales County Commissioners Court will meet at the 
Courthouse on Tuesday, the 6th of September, at 9:00 a.m.

The Commissioners Court shall consider a proposal to raise the annual salaries 
of the Gonzales County elected officials, to become effective on October 1, 2022, 
as follows:

Elected Official

FY 21-22 Adopted FY 22-23 Proposed
   Auto
 Salary Longevity Allowance

   Auto
 Salary Longevity Allowance

County Judge $70,110.77 $0  $72,190.77 $0
     Juvenile Board $4,800.00   $4,800.00 
     State Salary Supplement $25,200.00   $25,200.00
County Clerk $64,737.56 $5,380  $66,817.56 $5,620
**County Treasurer $62,337.56 $4,580 Moved into Salary $64,417.56 $4,820              
      RLF / ORCA Grant $2,400.00   $2,400.00
County Tax Assessor-Collector $64,737.56 $5,200  $66,817.56 $5,440
District Clerk $64,737.56 $1,460  $66,817.56 $1,700
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 1 $61,173.12 $2,380  $63,253.12 $2,620 
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3 $61,173.12 $2,380  $63,253.12 $2,620
Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4 $61,173.12 $1,840  $63,253.12 $2,080
Constable, Precinct 1 $48,672.46 $0  $50,752.46 $0
   Rabies / Wild Animal Officer $10,000.00   $10,000.00
Constable, Precinct 3 $48,672.46 $1,780  $50,752.46 $2,020 
   Environmental Officer $10,000.00   $10,000.00
Constable, Precinct 4  $48,672.46 $5,740  $50,752.46 $5,980 
   Environmental Officer/Vehicle Theft $10,000.00   $10,000.00
County Sheriff $75,615.39 $0  $77,695.39 $0
Commissioner, Precinct 1 $70,119.19 $5,300  $72,199.19 $5,540
Commissioner, Precinct 2 $70,119.19 $3,340  $72,199.19 $3,580
Commissioner, Precinct 3 $70,119.19 $8,000  $72,199.19 $8,240
Commissioner, Precinct 4 $70,119.19 $200  $72,199.19 $1,240

August 11
Puzzle Answers

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
830-672-2861

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITY OF GONZALES

CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Gonzales, by this instrument, 
notifies the public of a PUBLIC HEARING, on the Proposed 
BUDGET that has been presented to the City Council for their 
consideration:

PUBLIC HEARING for citizen input regarding the use of 
City Funds for Fiscal Year Beginning October 1, 2022 and 
ending September 30, 2023.

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last 
year’s budget by $42,034 or 2.44% and of that amount 
$11,873 is tax revenue to be raised from new property added 
to the tax roll this year.

The City Council will hold a Public Hearing on September 1, 
2022 at 5:00 p.m. at the Gonzales Municipal Building, 820 
N. Saint Joseph, Gonzales, Texas 78629, to allow for public 
comment for Fiscal Year Beginning October 1, 2022 and ending 
September 30, 2023.

The City Council encourages citizens to participate in the
public comment and public hearing stages of all City Council
projects. Citizens unable to attend meetings may submit
their views to Kristina Vega, City Secretary for the City of
Gonzales, by mailing them to P.O. Drawer 547, Gonzales, TX 
78629. For additional information, contact the City Secretary 
office at (830) 672-2815.

I certify that a copy of the September 1, 2022, Notice of
Public Hearing was posted on the City Municipal Building
bulletin board on the 16th day of August 2022, at 5:00 p.m. and 
remained posted continuously for at least 14 days prior to the 
scheduled time of the meeting.

_______________________
Kristina Vega, City Secretary

25 ACRES & NEW 1,200 sf 
HUNTING CABIN SHELL* 
HH  Only $239,900  HH 

Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational tracts - perfect  
for wildlife spectators, hunters, & nature enthusiasts. Prime 
location in Brady, the heart of Texas. High speed internet! 
Get a FREE ATV WITH PURCHASE – limited time offer. 

(approx. $5000 value.) 

(877) 333-7390 x31 • RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com
*Price is for a 1,200 sf hunting cabin shell and full length covered porch, constructed w/ concrete pad on a 25 acre parcel at Ranches at Buck 
Ridge. Depending on location/setting, additional concrete costs may apply. Special shell price available to LSLP customers only. An EHO.
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LOOKING FOR 
A NEW JOB? 

Find it in the
Gonzales
Inquirer

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

830-672-2861
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1. REACH: Weekly & hyper-local single source advertising 
vehicle reaches more of your potential customers within your 
“Circle-of-Influence”.

2. QUALITY: Your very best prospects are newspaper 
readers. They have higher levels of education, higher 
household incomes and higher value of their primary 
residence.

3. TARGETED: Focused hyper-local editorial content 
ensures loyal readership.

4. IMMEDIATE: One of the fastest forms of advertising. 
Short deadlines allow advertising messages to be created and 
delivered in a matter of days.

5. FLEXIBILTY: Advertising that fits the size of the 
business and the size of the event, with short deadlines.

6. CREDIBILTY & TRUST: Consumers trust 
newspapers and frequently seen ads create a level of implied 
trust. You purchase the trust the Newspaper has spent many 
years building.

7. SELECTIVE NOT INTRUSIVE: Today’s 
shoppers are far less likely to accept advertising that is 
spooned out to them. Newspapers are the medium used most 
for shopping during an average week. (59% of Shoppers)

8. ENVIRONMENT: Readers trust the newspaper to 
regularly deliver relevant news and information. People still 
love to read their names of names of people they know, or 
see their pictures in the local newspaper.

9. RELIED UPON: Newspaper advertising is a valuable 
commodity to consumers. Newspapers outdistanced other 
media in terms of: shopping plans, comparing prices.

10. RESULTS: Consistent newspaper campaigns have 
been very effective in building Brand recognition, delivering 
Merchandising messages and motivating customers with 
attractive “Call-to-Action” limited opportunities.

REALLY
GOOD REASONS TO INVEST INGOOD REASONS TO INVEST IN
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

www.gonzalesinquirer.com • 830-672-2861

The County of Gonzales
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

ENGINEERING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
NOTICE TO VENDERS

Request for Qualifications addressed to the County of Gonzales, 427 St. George 
St., STE 300, Gonzales Texas 78629 will be received until 2:00 PM, 08/22/2022. 

In accordance with the provisions of Texas Government Code, Chapter 2254, 
The County of Gonzales is seeking the professional services of a qualified firm to 
provide architectural services for the design and construction of new building for 
Building Maintenance and is approximately 3441 square feet and Commissioner 
Precinct #1 Office which is approximately 384 square feet. This structure will be 
located and constructed at 130 west Cone, Gonzales, Texas 78629 and will be 
approximately 3825 square feet total.

The respondent shall have the following minimum experience: (firms which 
fail to provide written detailed project experience as required shall be
considered nonresponsive)

1. The Proposing Firm must be registered by the State of Texas to provide any 
services which are required to complete this project, and the Firm must 
have all professional licensure required by the State to provide services 
required to complete this project while following all procurement statutes. 
Proof of this registration must be included as part of the submittal.

2. A minimum of three (3) manager at risk projects successfully completed 
that exceeded $100,000.00 in overall project value. 

RFQs will be received at the Gonzales County Randle-Randle Building 427 ST. 
George St., STE 300, Gonzales, Texas 78629 until 2:00 P.M., 08/22/2022. There 
will be no formal bid opening. Negotiations may be held with the highest ranked 
offeror(s). The submitted response shall not be altered, withdrawn, or resubmitted 
within sixty (60) days from and after the date of the opening. Responses received 
later than the specified time (2:00 P.M.) and dates will be returned to the offeror 
unopened.

THE STATE OF TEXAS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
CAUSE NO. AD22-0209

ESTATE OF LEA ANN WYANT, DECEASED

TO ALL UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS
OF THE ESTATE OF LEA ANN WYANT, DECEASED

Benjamin Matthew Wyant, filed in the above numbered and entitled estate, filed 
on July 18, 2022 an APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP AND FOR 
LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION in the estate of Lea Ann 
Wyant, Deceased, requesting that the Court determine who are the heirs and 
only heirs of Lea Ann Wyant, Deceased, and their respective shares and 
interests in said estate, and appoint Benjamin Matthew Wyant to serve as the 
Independent Administrator of said estate and grant Letters of Independent 
Administration to same.

The Court may act on said Application and any opposition at any call of the docket 
on or after 10 o’clock A.M. on the first Monday next after the expiration of ten days 
from date of publication of this citation, at the Gonzales County Courthouse, 
414 St. Joseph St, Commissioner’s Courtroom, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 in 
Gonzales County, Texas.

You are hereby cited to appear before said Honorable Court by filing a written 
contest or answer to said Application before the above stated time and date 
should you desire to do so. To ensure its consideration, you or your attorney 
must file any contest, objection, intervention, or response in writing with the 
County Clerk of Gonzales County, Texas, on or before the above noted date and 
time.

Given under my hand and the seal of said Court at office in Gonzales, Texas, on 
August 15, 2022.

Lona Ackman, COUNTY CLERK
Gonzales County, Texas
427 Saint George St., STE 200
Gonzales, Texas 78629

By: ______________________
   Margie Zapata, Deputy

Plaintiff(s) Attorney:
Kristen Quinney Porter
Attorney for Benjamin Matthew Wyant
State Bar No.: 00795601
755 Loop 337, Suite A
New Braunfels, Texas 78130
P.O. Box 312643
New Braunfels, Texas 78131-2643
Telephone: 830-358-7632
E-mail: kporter@kporterlaw.net

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITY OF GONZALES

CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Gonzales, by this instrument, 
notifies the public of a PUBLIC HEARING, on the Proposed 
Rate Fee Schedule that has been presented to the City Council 
for their consideration:

PUBLIC HEARING for citizen input regarding the
proposed Master Rate and Fee Schedule for Fiscal Year
Beginning October 1, 2022 and ending September 30, 2023.

The City Council will hold a Public Hearing on September 
1, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. at the Gonzales Municipal Building,
820 N. Saint Joseph, Gonzales, Texas 78629, to allow for
public comment on the proposed rate Master Rate and Fee 
Schedule for Fiscal Year Beginning October 1, 2022 and ending 
September 30, 2023.

The City Council encourages citizens to participate in the public 
comment and public hearing stages of all City Council projects. 
Citizens unable to attend meetings may submit their views 
to Kristina Vega, City Secretary for the City of Gonzales, by
mailing them to P.O. Drawer 547, Gonzales, TX 78629. For
additional information, contact the City Secretary office at 
(830) 672-2815.

I certify that a copy of the September 1, 2022, Notice of 
Public Hearing was posted on the City Municipal Building
bulletin board on the 16th day of August 2022, at 5:00 p.m. and 
remained posted continuously for at least 14 days prior to the 
scheduled time of the meeting.

_______________________
Kristina Vega, City SecretaryNOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
In compliance with V.T.C.A., Texas Local 
Government §111.007 and §111.0075, 
Gonzales County Commissioners Court 
will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on the 
Proposed Budget - Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
on Tuesday, September 6, 2022, 9:00
a.m., at the County Courthouse,
Commissioners Courtroom, 414 St.
Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas. 
The County Judge’s Proposed Budget was 
filed with the Gonzales County Clerk on 
August 11, 2022. 
At the conclusion of the Public Hear-
ing, the Commissioners Court shall take
action on the Fiscal Year 2022-2023
Proposed Budget. 
This budget will raise more total property
taxes than last year’s budget by an amount 
of $80,588 or .60%, and of that amount 
$98,576 is tax revenue to be raised from 
new property added to the tax roll this 
year.

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR YOUR 
NEWS.

YOUR YOUR 
WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access to
The Gonzales 

Inquirer!
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TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 14-20, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Vehicles & Equipment Auction, Wed., Aug. 24. 
Kubota tractor items sell no reserve. 570+ items selling, 
including: pickups, flatbed trucks, forklift, RVs, utility/
service trucks, passenger vehicles, tractors, campers, 
bucket trucks, lawn mowers and more. All items are 
sold “AS IS.” 10% buyers premium applies. Aaron 
McKee TX Lic. #16401. Bid now at purplewave.com.

101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 
30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 
of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 
1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 
312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 
to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 
Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 
TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 
FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

REAL ESTATE
25 Acres & New 1,200 SF Hunting Cabin Shell, 
only $239,900. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & 
recreational tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators, 
hunters & nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady, 
the Heart of Texas. High-speed internet. Get a free ATV 
with purchase (limited time). Call 877- 333-7390 x31, 
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

TREE SERVICE
MARIO BERMEA

(Smiley Tx)

512-923-4650
Specializing in:

Residential
Ranch • Riverfront

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED

Guadalupe Valley Services
24-hour Maintenance

830-263-1969
Family

Owned &
Operated Since 1947

Carpentry - Home Repair - Painting - Roofing
A/C Install & Repair - Home Maintenance

guadalupevalleyservices@gmail.com

103 Saint George Street
Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: 830-672-3089
Mobile: 512-656-0521“We Bring the Comfort”

License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

When dietary choices become painful
BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

Gastroesophageal reflux disease 
(GERD) occurs when stomach acid re-
peatedly flows back into the esophageal 
tube (the tube connecting your mouth 
and stomach, or the esophagus). This 
backwash of stomach acids (acid reflux) 
can cause irritation, mild all the way up 
to eroding the lining of the esophagus.

A large group of individuals experi-
ence acid reflux from time to time that 
does not cause any serious issues in 
their daily life, or health. However, 
when acid reflux happens repeatedly 
over time, it can cause lead to GERD.

While most people are comfortable 
managing the discomfort of GERD with 
lifestyle changes and over the counter 
or prescription medications, some, 
though uncommon, may need surgical 
intervention to ease symptoms.

Common signs and symptoms as-
sociated with GERD include a burning 
sensation in your chest (referred to as 
heartburn); usually after eating, which 
might be worse at night or while lying 
down; backwash or regurgitation of 
food or perceptively sour liquids; upper 
abdominal or chest pain; trouble swal-
lowing, also called dysphagia.  Symp-
toms that are associated with nighttime 
acid reflux, such as an ongoing cough, 
inflammation of the vocal cords (lar-
yngitis), as well as new or worsening 
asthma.

GERD is caused by frequent acid 
reflux or reflux of content, other than 
acids, from the stomach. When you 
swallow, a circular band of muscle that 
surrounds the bottom of the esopha-
gus (the lower esophageal sphincter) 

relaxes, allowing food and liquids to 
flow into the stomach organ. Once food 
successfully passes, the sphincter, when 
functioning normally, closes back to the 
original position of the muscle.

If the sphincter muscle does not relax 
as it should, or has weakened due to 
erosion, disease or other medical issues, 
stomach acids can flow back up into 
your esophagus. The constant backwash 
of these stomach acids causes irritation 
along the lining of the esophagus, caus-
ing inflammation.

Risk factors that may lead to GERD 
include several conditions, such as obe-
sity, a hiatal hernia (creating a bulging 
area above the top of the stomach above 
the diaphragm), pregnancy, connective 

tissue disorders (such as scleroderma), 
and any issue causing a delay of the 
emptying of stomach contents along 
the gastrointestinal tract. Other factors 
that may worsen acid reflux are smok-
ing, eating large or late night meals, 
fried and fatty foods, excessive intake 
of certain beverages like alcohol or cof-
fee, and certain medications (such as 
aspirin) that cause erosion type effects 
along the lining of the gastrointestinal 
tract.

Complications may arise, over time, 
from chronic and ongoing inflamma-
tion in the esophagus, which may cause 
conditions such as esophagitis (inflam-
mation of the tissue in the esophagus) 
occurring when stomach acids break 

down the tissue of the esophagus, which 
leads to inflammation, bleeding, and 
sometimes an open sore called an ulcer.

Esophagitis can cause a lot of pain 
and make swallowing very difficult. 
Narrowing of the esophagus may also 
occur, called esophageal stricture, 
which is damage of the lower esopha-
gus from stomach acids that have been 
caused from scar tissue which then 
narrows the food pathway, leading to 
problems with subsequent swallowing 
issues.

The most serious complication can 
be Barrett esophagus, or precancerous 
changes to the esophagus. This is direct 
damage from acid which causes chang-
es in the tissue lining the lower portion 
of the esophagus. These changes are 
associated with an increased risk of 
esophageal cancer.

There are diagnosis and disease man-
agement treatment options available 
through medical intervention with a 
primary care or gastrointestinal special-
ist. You should seek immediate medi-
cal care when experiencing chest pain, 
especially when this pain is accompa-
nied by shortness of breath, arm, jaw 
or neck pain. These could actually be 
symptoms of a heart attack and need to 
be addressed urgently when occurring. 
Other symptoms may be managed with 
over-the-counter medications for heart-
burn but if you require this medication 
more than twice a week, or experience 
frequent and severe GERD symptoms 
an appointment needs to be made for 
follow up with a medical professional.

Betty Cohn is a retired registered nurse with 35 
years of experience in the medical field in a variety 

of roles. She will write a semi-monthly column 
about medical-related topics and welcomes ques-

tions and suggestions at bospangle@yahoo.com.

Factors that may worsen acid reflux are smoking, eating 
large or late night meals, fried and fatty foods, excessive 

intake of certain beverages like alcohol or coffee, and certain 
medications (such as aspirin) that cause erosion type effects 

along the lining of the gastrointestinal tract.
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622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Big Ole Fat Rain
Hey there folks, I hope all is well. 

I realize that as a Christian I have to 
be careful about what I allow into 
my life, but even so, I’ve recently 
tried my hand at palm reading. 
While passing a palm tree the other 
day I looked down and noticed a 
message on a leaf that read “I’M 
THIRSTY!” After almost four 
months of drought and extreme 
heat, I completely understand. As 
of late I’ve been diligently praying 
for rain, sans the lightning, as I’ve 
lost several electronics due to close 
strikes the last couple of years. 
Then all of a sudden, the strangest 
thing happened...something wet 
began to fall from the sky?

The look on my face probably 
resembled Noah’s when the rain 
started falling, after being mocked 
for years as he built the Ark in the 
middle of the desert. I literally 
started dancing and singing in the 
rain (Gene Kelly 1952), as I know 
how bad the cows and horses need 
to eat. Lately many ranchers have 
had to limit their livestock num-
bers due to lack of food. I recently 
helped a friend load some calves 
and take them to auction, then 
came several days of moaning as 
the mothers searched for their 
babies. Can’t tell me animals don’t 
grieve, it happens every time, and 
is painful to watch. But I thank God 

for the rain, as now the grass can 
start growing again. As Hebrews 6:7 
puts it “When the ground soaks up 
the falling rain and bears a good 
crop for the farmer, it has God’s 
blessing.”

Playing in the rain the other 
day made me think of some of my 
favorite times in the water growing 
up. As a small boy on Miami beach 
with my mom, when she would say 
it’s time to go, I’d swim into deeper 
water, as I knew she wouldn’t fol-
low and I could swim a little longer. 
At another swimming hole we 
frequented, we’d sometimes find 
ourselves swimming next to small 
gators, pretty exciting. I always 
enjoyed the feeling of the weeds 
growing up from the bottom of 
the canal we lived on, tickling my 
feet as I swam, and on occasion, 
fortunate enough to spy a manatee 
(awesome animals). One of my 
favorite memories was bodysurf-
ing eight foot waves as they broke 
in four feet of water in Hawaii, at a 
beach listed as dangerous in tourist 
guides, leaving sand for days in 
places I didn’t even know I had! 

I also thoroughly had a blast 
learning to water ski in Disney 
World, or more honestly, being 
drug around a lake by the six foot 
tall, tanned, blonde goddess driv-
ing the boat...oh yeah! Trying to 

survive a flooded and rapidly 
moving Guadalupe river without 
drowning sure got the old heart to 
pumpin. Having a shark take five 
seconds to drag the back of my 
legs in south padre island, and not 
biting, was both exhilarating and 
terrifying at the same time. I dis-
covered afterwards that there was 
some sort of shark migration going 
on, and fortunately, no one was in-
jured in the process. Barely missing 
a large boulder in the water while 
cliff diving at canyon lake was 
surely an attention getter, making 
me feel both stupid and blessed at 
the same time...thank you Lord!

It seems that in Texas we either 
get way too much rain, or noth-
ing at all. Maybe someone should 
install a dimmer switch? However, 
plenty of rain after a long drought 
is always welcome. I think Forest 
Gump said it best...there was sting-
ing rain, big ole fat rain, rain that 
flew in sideways, and even rain that 
seemed to come up from under-
neath. After three decades of living 
in Texas I gotta say, I really love it 
here. But let’s try to keep the secret 
just between us, shall we.

Y’all have a great week, love you 
guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

God’s Mightiest 
Work

Part 1
In Matthew 

28:18 . . . Jesus 
said. . . “All power 
is given unto me 
in heaven and in 
earth.”  It should 
read . .  All au-
thority is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.  When Christ 
ascended, He transferred His authority to the 
Church.  He is the Head of the Church, and be-
lievers make up the body. Christ authority has 
to be perpetuated through His body, which is on 
the earth. Throughout Ephesians and elsewhere 
in the Epistles, Paul uses the human body as 
an illustration of the body of Christ. Christ is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, the place 
of authority, and we are seated with Him. If you 
know anything about history, you know that to 
sit at the right hand of the King or Pope means 
authority. We died with Christ and were raised 
with Him. This is not something God is going to 
do in the future, He has already done it!

Notice in Ephesians 1:19 “and what is the 
exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward 
who believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power.”  In other words there was such 
an overwhelming display of God’s power in 
raising of Jesus from the dead that this actually 
was the Mightiest work of God ever recorded.  

See MIGHTY, page 18

DENNIS 
DROUPY
To Know 
Him
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The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808
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Dr Ryan 
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Dr Echols 

 

29 
Austin MFM 
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Dr Echols 
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinic August    2022 

Urology 
Robert Ryan, III, M.D. 
(830) 379-8491 
 
Ophthalmology 
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D. 
(830) 379-3937 
 
Orthopedics 
Trent Twitero, M.D. 
(830) 625-0009 
 
Podiatry 
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A. 
(830) 303-0005 
Charles White, D.P.M 
(830) 303-0005 
 
Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine 
(512) 821-2540 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCATED AT THRIVE: 
 
Orthopedics                       Surgery                                                 Cardiology                             Dermatology                           
Gloria Box, M.D.                    Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                  William Craig, M.D.                    Dr. Desai                   
(830) 672 - 8497                     (830) 672 – 8497                                          (830) 672 – 3845                          (713) 864-2659 

 
Audiology 
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist 
(830) 372-2237 
 
Chiropractic 
Jeff Echols, DC 
(512)799-6811 
 
 
Dermatology 
Vicente Quintero, M.D. 
(830) 626-5551 
Dr Desai  
(713) 864-2659 
 
Nephrology 
Azhar M. Malik, M.D. 
(361)-576-0011 
George Osuchukwu, MD 
(361)576-0011 
Yong Du, MD 
(361)576-0011 
 
Obstetrics 
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN 
(830) 379 - 1500 
 
Pain Management 
Eric Miller, M.D. 
(830) 272-7746 
 
 

Logan Insurance Agency
HOME • AUTO • FARM • COMMERCIAL • BONDS

Travis Tresner
516 St Paul
Gonzales, TX
(830) 672-6518
Fax: (830) 672-6368

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

OBITUARIES

Daniel (Danny) Ray 
Easley, passed away on 
Friday, August 12th, 2022, 
at age 60. He was born 
on October 11, 1961, 
in Houston to Carl Ray 
Easley and Gail (Smith) 
Easley. Danny grew up in 
the Rosanky and Nixon 
area and remained a 
well-loved member of 
the community. He was a 
horse trader all over Texas 
and Oklahoma and could 
be found at an auction al-
most any day of the week. 
He never met a stranger 
and was a friend to all. 
Danny spent the last four 
years together with Lisa 

White in Harwood. Danny 
will be missed by all. 

Danny is survived by 
his son, Matt Easley of 
Gonzales, mother, Gail 

Pospisil of San Antonio, 
sisters, Dana Webber and 
Loren Pospisil, both of 
Austin, Kari Thresher of 
Dallas, and Shay Voigt of 
Smithville.

You are invited to at-
tend a Memorial Service 
for Danny, held at the 
Harwood Community 
Center on Sunday, August 
21, 2022, at 2:00 PM. 
Please come and share 
your favorite story of 
Danny with his family. If 
you are unable to attend 
the service, feel free to 
send your memories to 
DREasley60@yahoo.com, 
to be read for you. 

Daniel Ray easley

Martin Jesse Ramirez, 
68, of Gonzales, passed 
away Monday, August 15, 
2022.  He was born Janu-
ary 21, 1954 in Greeley, 
Colorado the son of 
Jesse Garcia and Eulalia 
Cantu.  He was a retired 
CDL driver and worked 
for several companies 
throughout the years. 
He was a very dedicated 
member of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church and 
helped with numerous 
church activities.  He 
loved kids and was a bus 
monitor with G.I.S.D.  He 
enjoyed Gonzales Apache 
sports and his favorite 

Dallas Cowboys; dancing, 
cooking and especially 
barbequing.

He is survived by his 
sons Fabian Ramirez and 
Adrian Ramirez both of 
Gonzales and Dillion Alva 
of Conroe; daughters An-
gela Lopez of Round Rock 
and Michelle Ramirez 
of Gonzales; brothers 
David “DiDi’ Ramos, Jr. 
and Ricky Ramos both of 
Phoenix, Arizona. Also 
surviving are 5 grandchil-
dren and 1 great-grand-
daughter.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
brothers Edward and Eli 
and sisters Angela, Janie 

and Rosalinda.
Visitation will be from 9 

a.m. until 10:30 a.m. Fri-
day, August 19 at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
with the Rosary being 
recited at 10:30 a.m.  The 
Mass of the Resurrection 
will be celebrated at 11 
a.m. with Reverend Jason 
Martini officiating.  Inter-
ment with full military 
honors will follow at St. 
James Catholic Cemetery.

Pallbearers include: 
Ricky Ramos, David 
“DiDi” Ramos, Gabriel 
Pena, Clint Garcia, Hec-
tor Rodriguez and David 
Ramirez.  Honorary 
pallbearers are Ray Lopez, 
Fabian Ramirez, Adrian 
Ramirez, Fabian Ramirez, 
Jr., Camren Ramirez, 
Sebastian Ramirez and 
Noah Ramirez.

Friends may sign the 
guestbook and leave con-
dolences by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com

Arrangements are un-
der the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home, Gonzales, TX

MaRtin Jesse RaMiRez

Norma Jean Moss was 
born in Gonzales, TX on 
October 1, 1948 to Joseph 
Eli Green, Sr. and Delores 
Hendershot Green and 
passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday, August 10, 2022. 
She had been a mem-
ber of the First Baptist 
Church, the LVN Associa-
tion of Texas and the Elks 
Lodge.

Norma Jean spent her 
younger years going to 
school, riding horses, and 
participating in 4-H Horse 
Shows.  She, her parents, 
and her brother spent 
most of their weekends in 
the summer on Lakewood 
where Norma Jean loved 
to waterski, a passion she 
passed on to her daughter.  
It was there at Lakewood 
that she met the love of 
her life, Jon Moss, whom 
she married on June 8, 
1979.  

Norma graduated High 
School in 1967 and went 
into the workforce for 
about 10 years before 
deciding to go to the 
police academy with 
her dear friend Rachel 
Trevino.  She and Rachel 
graduated police academy 
in 1976 and she was the 
first female officer sworn 
into the Gonzales Police 
Department at a whop-
ping 4’9” and 98 lbs.  Her 
children often teased her 
about how small she was 
and if anyone was ever 
really intimidated by her, 
but in truth, her children 
were much more afraid of 
their mom than they ever 
were their dad.  Norma 
Jean left GPD a couple of 
years later and entered 
into the medical field.  She 
spent years as a Respira-
tory Therapist at Gonzales 
Memorial Hospital and 
later decided to go back to 
school to become an LVN.  
Once she graduated, she 
spent several years as an 
LVN for Cartwheel Nurs-
ing Home and eventu-
ally ended up as a Home 
Health Nurse for Memo-
rial Hospital which was 

her passion.  She loved 
the team of nurses she 
worked with and made 
some of her very best 
friends there.  She also 
fiercely loved her patients.  
When the government 
started having cutbacks 
on the number of visits 
that her patients could 
have every week, Norma 
Jean went and purchased 
medical supplies with 
her own money and saw 
many of them on her own 
time, regardless of if she 
was supposed to or not.  
Her only concern was 
that they had the best 
care that she could give 
them.  Her children often 
described her as the most 
caring and compassion-
ate woman that they have 
ever known.  She loved 
everyone that she met 
with her whole heart and 
would do anything to help 
anyone. 

In 2006, Norma Jean left 
nursing when she found 
out that her first grand-
child was on the way.  In 
February 2007, she was 
present her precious KK 
entered the world.  That 
day her whole world 
evolved into something 
more wonderful than 
her wildest dream could 
imagine.  She absolutely 
loved being a Grammy 
and spent countless 
hours with her babies and 
always talked about how 
much she loved being 
a grandma. Her grand-
children were her whole 
world and she loved them 
more than anything.

Norma Jean is survived 
by her son, Joey Moss 
and wife, Danie, daugh-
ter, Andra Fridrich and 
husband Ryan and niece 
who she helped to raise, 
Michelle Fernandez and 
husband Trent, grandchil-
dren, Kayleigh Jo Fridrich, 
Jon David Moss, Samuel 
Eli Moss, Aribella Pris-
cilla Moss and Annabelle 
Penelope Moss, nephews 
Jeffrey Pekar, Jaxton Pekar 
and nieces Ashley Pekar 
and Ainsley Pekar.  She is 
preceded in death by her 
parents, husband, brother, 
Joseph Eli Green, Jr. and 
niece Makayla Pekar. 

A Memorial Service will 
be held at 10 am Tuesday, 
August 16, 2022 in the 
Gonzales First Baptist 
Church with Rev. Joshua 
Breslaw and Rev. Gary 
Thibodaux officiating. 
Interment will be held 
at a later date in Saturn 
Cemetery. Honorary Pall-
bearers are Ryan Fridrich, 
Trent Fernandez, Jeffrey 
Pekar, Haskell Hender-
shot, James Hendershot, 
Brett Kuntschik, Kim 
Stewart, Dr. Terry Eska 
and Dr. William Craig. 

The family would like to 
express their gratitude to 
the staff at Texan Nursing 
and Rehab, Dr. Terry Eska 
and Dr. William Craig for 
all the years of care that 
they provide for Norma 
Jean and to the Gonzales 
community, their friends, 
family and co-workers 
for their love and sup-
port over the last few 
weeks. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made 
to First Baptist Church, 
Norma’s House and the 
Texan Nursing and Rehab 
Activities Department. 
Friends may leave their 
condolences to the family 
by visiting www.seydler-
hillfuneralhome.com. Ser-
vices are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home.

noRMa Jean Moss

Judy Kay “JuJu” Whit-
low, of Gonzales, TX, 
passed away peacefully 
in her home on August 6, 
2022 at the age of 66. She 
was born on August 31, 
1955 to Elton Leon Wind-
wehen & Mary Frances 
Warren. She married the 
love of her life, Randall 
Lee Whitlow Sr. on Oc-
tober 16,1982. They have 
been married for almost 
40 years but will always 
remain connected beyond 
earthly comprehension. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Elton Leon Windwehen 
& Mary Frances Warren, 
and her stepparents, Ima 
Jean Windwehen & Jack 
Snow. 

She is survived by her 
loving husband, Randall 
Lee Whitlow Sr. and her 
three children, Charles 
Leon Carlock, Wendy 
Kay Klein & Randall Lee 

Whitlow Jr. as well as her 
sister, Frances “Missy” 
Grantham and her broth-
ers James & Jack Randall 
Snow. She also leaves 
behind her three grand-
children, Tristan Riley & 
Sydney Vaughn Klein, and 
Maynard Huxley Whitlow.

Judy was a babysitter 
by trade but was a lifelong 
caretaker of many. She 
provided child-rearing 
services when asked to do 

so but always cared for us 
well beyond that respon-
sibility. 

The love Judy had for 
her family and friends was 
unmatched, spending her 
days seeking out and pro-
viding what they needed, 
without request. The love 
Judy had for those close to 
her was immense. There 
was nothing she would 
not have done for them 
and, in-turn, nothing they 
would not have done for 
her.                                      

The family would like 
to thank Leesville Bap-
tist Church for hosting 
a memorial service on 
Saturday, August 20, 2022 
at 11am. A visitation with 
the family will follow on 
site immediately after the 
service. Friends may leave 
their condolences to the 
family by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com. 

JuDy Kay “JuJu” WhitloW
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For additional obituaries, please see page 17 
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Apaches start strong in first scrimmage
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches took the field in their 
first scrimmage of the season under new head 
coach Joey Rivera in Beeville on Friday, Aug. 
12.

Rivera got his first chance to see his team as 
whole since becoming the new head coach for 
Gonzales and he saw nothing but positives.

The Apaches scored two touchdowns 
from Jarren Johnson to Davante Smith in the 
scrimmage and the defense held the Beeville 
Trojans to one touchdown and caught two 
interceptions.

The one thing that stood out to Rivera was 
“effort” by his team and that’s something he 
has been telling  his players since the start of 
the season.

“I thought our guys composed themselves 
well on the field, even when some things 
didn’t go right. There were no complaints 
amongst each other. They just got the job 
done and that’s a good performance,” Rivera 
said.

Rivera was impressed by both sides of the 
ball, including Johnson and Smith getting the 
scrimmage going with two scores.

“Seeing Davante out there running, that’s 
very good. He’s a talented kid and we got a lot 
of weapons [this season] between Davante 
and Bug [Johnson]. He can spread the ball 
around to him and also to some guys that 
weren’t able to touch the ball (Friday),” Rivera 
said.

Rivera was pleased with the weapons on 
offense, but his team has a lot of progress to 
make, he stated.

The defense shined against the Trojans, and 
Rivera was glad that his defense went against 
slot-T offense early to help them learn.

“It helps teach our defense and helps get 
our responsibilities down. Our defenses is 
very gap sound and responsible and going 
against the slot team earlier allows us to really 
teach that defense,” Rivera said.

Even though there were positives in the 
first scrimmage, Rivera will continue to work 
on consistency more heading into the Poteet 
scrimmage.

“It’s being consistent in practice, in our 
effort in practice, our practice habits and our 
tempo — all of that needs to be consistent and 
improve and we must stay healthy,” Rivera 
said.

The Apaches will travel to Poteet Friday, 
Aug. 19, for the last scrimmage of the season 
at 7 p.m. Gonzales kicks off the regular season 
at home against the Bastrop Cedar Creek 
Eagles at 7 p.m. Aug. 26 at Apache Stadium.

Apaches senior 
quarterback 
Jarren Johnson 
at center in the 
first offensive 
snaps against 
the Beeville 
Trojans in first 
scrimmage 
of the 2022 
football season. 
Gonzales head 
coach Joey 
Rivera prays with 
his team after a 
good scrimmage 
against Beeville 
last Friday night. 

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN 
EPPS

Lady Apaches beat Smithville 
in four sets in home opener
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches Volleyball team 
kicked off their home opener Tuesday, Aug. 16. 
with a win over the Smithville Tigers.

The Lady Apaches started the match slow, losing 
a close first set, 22-25, but immediately rebounded 
in the next three sets.

Maddy York, McKenzie Hodges and Kristyn 
Baker made huge key plays during the three sets; 
including earning multiple aces to seal the win.

“I was aiming at one girl specifically and they had 
to pull her out. So I just kept aiming at her, aiming 
at her. I switched it up a couple of times, but then I 
just kept aiming at her,” Hodges said.

York talked about how the team kept their cool 
after the set one loss.

“We didn’t play our top momentum [in set one] 
but I feel like these last few wins [sets two, three 
and four] shows everyone that we’re capable of 
winning,” York said.

First year head volleyball coach Erin Miller was 
impressed by her team’s bounce back from the 
first set, and she took her players on the side of the 

GHS senior setter Maddy York at serve 
for the Lady Apaches in her match 
against Smithville Tuesday, Aug. 16. 
York contributed several aces in the win 

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Kristyn Baker spikes the ball in the air against the Smithville Tigers Tuesday, Aug. 16, at home. 
The Lady Apaches took control of sets two, three and four over Smithville.

See OPENER, page 15

Lady Apaches begin 
season with dual match
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Gonzales Lady Apaches 
played a dual match against 
Yoakum and Shiner to start the 
season on Tuesday, Aug. 9.

The Lady Apaches lost in four 
games to Shiner, 18-25, 16-25, 
26-24 and 20-25, and in three 
games to Yoakum, 15-25, 14-25 
and 13-25.

In the Shiner match, Kristyn 
Baker led the team with eight kills 
while tallying four blocks, four aces 
and two assists. Mckenzie Hodges 
had five kills, a team-high eight 
blocks and three aces. Macy Sam-
ple had four kills, two blocks, one 
assist and three aces as well. Carlee 
Ramos had four kills, three digs 
and an assist and Kelly Breitschopf 
had four kills and two aces.

Maddy York had a kill, two aces 
and three assists. Tara Lester had 
three kills and Sydney McCray 
had three kills, a block and an as-
sist. Hannah Avant had three digs 
and three assists, while Dakota 
Schmidt had two digs and an ace.

Against Yoakum, Baker had five 
kills, one dig and one ace, while 

Hodges had three kills, one dig, 
three  blocks and an assist. Sample 
had seven assists and a block, 
while Lester had two kills and Mc-
Cray had two kills and an assist.

York had seven assists, a kill 
and an ace, while Ramos had one 
kill and two digs. Breitschopf had 
one kills and Avant had two digs.

Gonzales hosted Smithville for 
a match on Tuesday, Aug. 16.

CONTRIBUTED/ERIN SAMPLE MCCRAY
Kristyn Baker (9) sets a ball while 
Sydney McCray (5) and Kelly 
Breitschopf (6) prepare for a possible 
attack during a dual match against 
Yoakum on Tuesday, Aug. 9.

CONTRIBUTED/ERIN SAMPLE MCCRAY
Macy Sample (12) goes up to block a Yoakum volley while Mckenzie Hodges (4), 
Kristyn Baker (9) and Carlee Ramos (20) watch to make sure the ball doesn’t get 
returned in a dual match on Tuesday, Aug. 9.
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SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Nixon-Smiley CISD is of-
fering an All-Sports pass for 
$60 each, payable by cash, 
check or credit card.

The 2022-23 Nixon-
Smiley CISD All-Sports pass 
provides general admission 
entry to one person to all 
regular Nixon-Smiley Mid-
dle School and High School 

home games, but is not valid 
for any playoff games.

The pass is good for the 
cardholder only and there 
will be no refund or replace-
ment for lost passes as 
a new one must be pur-
chased.

Sports passes are available 
through the Central Office 
and cannot be purchased at 
the gate.

Nixon-Smiley CISD makes 
All-Sports passes available

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 
and the Kenedy Lions will 
be participating in a football 
scrimmage at Mustang Stadi-
um on Thursday, Aug. 18, with 
all proceeds being donated to 
the Texas High School Coach-
es Education Foundation 
(THSCEF) Benevolence Fund.

This day has become known 

across the state of Texas as 
“Our Day to Shine” as thou-
sands of student-athletes will 
take part in similar scrim-
mages.

The THSCEF Benevolence 
Fund was established by the 
Texas High School Coaches 
Association Board of Directors 
to assist athletes and coaches 
experiencing hardships. To 
date more than 1,165 schools 
have participated in “Our Day 

to Shine” and have raised 
more than $721,000. The 
THSCEF has paid out more 
than $641,000 to athletes and 
coaches in need.

Scrimmage time will be at 
6 p.m. for junior varsity and 7 
p.m. for the varsity.

The public is invited to at-
tend and to donate via Venmo 
@THSCAcoaches

In the “What’s it for?” box 
put your school and sport! 

Mustangs, Lions scrimmage 
to benefit benevolence fund

Lady Mustangs finish 
strong in Yorktown 
Volleyball Tournament
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mus-
tangs took home third place in 
the Yorktown Volleyball Tour-
nament over the weekend.

Thursday results: The Mus-
tangs beat Yorktown (25-21, 
25-16), Falls City (25-14, 25-11), 
and Kenedy (25-15, 25-7); and 
lost to Louise (21-25, 25-13, 14-
16). Record: 3-1

Saturday results: The 
Mustangs loss to Weimar (25-
19, 18-25, 12-15) and St. Joseph 
(11-25, 23-25), and beat Faith 
Family (25-13, 25-12). Record 
1-2. Overall tournament: 4-3

Madisyne Rice and Natalee 
Mendez were selected to the 
Yorktown all-tournament team.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs varsity volleyball teams medal in third 
place in the Yorktown High School Volleyball Tournament. 

Nixon-Smiley’s Madisyne Rice 
and Natalee Mendez were name 
all-tournament in the Yorktown 
Volleyball Tournament on Saturday.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Despite being down two sets 
to one in their match against 
the visiting Falls City Beaver-
ettes on Tuesday, Aug. 16, the 
Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs 
did not cave to pressure. In-
stead, they rose to the occasion 
and surged to a five-set victory, 
20-25, 25-16, 25-27, 25-11 and 
15-13.

Next up for the Lady Mus-
tangs is hosting their own 
varsity tournament this Friday, 

Aug. 19, and Saturday, Aug. 
20, at the Nixon-Smiley High 
School gym. Match times to be 
determined.

On Tuesday, Aug. 23, Nixon-
Smiley travels west to Stock-
dale to take on their former 
district foes, who are now in 
Class 2A. Match times are at 5 
p.m. for freshmen, 6 p.m. for JV 
and 7 p.m. for varsity. 

Then, on Aug. 26-27, the var-
sity plays at the Cuero tourna-
ment with match times to be 
determined.

Lady Mustangs 
prevail in five sets 
against Falls City

MUSTANGS HIT THE FIELD FOR SCRIMMAGE

CONTRIBUTED
The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs scrimmaged against the Shiner St. Paul Cardinals at home on Thursday, Aug. 
11. While St. Paul may be a private school, they won the state championship in their division last season so it 
provided a good litmus test for the Mustangs to see where they are this early in the season. The Mustangs face 
the Kenedy Lions on Thursday, Aug. 18, in their final scrimmage.

court and told them to wash off the loss and 
play their game.

“We’ve got to play our game, find our tempo, 
and take care of business and actually run the 
court. We were fortunate enough to do that for 
the next three sets,” Miller said.

Hodges recorded five aces in a row in the 
win over the Tigers and several Lady Apaches 
contributed aces, and Miller felt her team’s 
strong point is taking advantage of the other 
team’s weaknesses.

“Serving is one of the spots that, whenever 
we play teams like this, we have to really make 
sure that we’re getting those points out of  
serve to catch them off their heels,” Miller said.

The Lady Apaches will travel to Schulenberg 
this weekend for a tournament and Miller and 
York hope the win can motivate them heading 
into tournament season.

“We’ve got a lot of competition in Schulen-
berg; there’s a lot of good teams. Schulenburg 
puts on a great tournament with lots of com-
petition,” Miller said.

York knows that if her team plays down 
against their opponent, they won’t get any-
where, but she hopes the momentum of the 
win over Tigers is carried into the tournament 
and they can “knock everyone down.”

The Lady Apaches will face tough competi-
tion like Schulenburg, Columbus, Rice, Hal-

lettsville and more.
“I’m excited to get my girls out there and play 

another level of volleyball that sets another 
tempo for us. And hopefully we’re able to find 
our groove, find our tempo so we can take that 
into the rest of the season,” Miller continued.

The final score in Tuesday night’s match was 
Gonzales over Smithville, three sets to one (22-
25, 25-11, 25-11, 25-10).

The Lady Apaches improve to 2-3 this season.
Gonzales will travel today to Schulenburg 

for their second tournament of the season.
Next weeks volleyball schedule: Tuesday, Aug. 

23: Home tri-match against Lehman and Luling; 
and Friday, Aug. 26: Cuero Tournament.

FINAL STATS
KILLS: M. Hodges 

(12), K. Baker (nine), and 
Sydney McCray (six)

ACES: M. York: 
(eight), K. Baker (six) 
and M. Hodges (five)

BLOCKS: S. McCray 
(six) K. Baker (four), and 
M. Hodges, Tara Lester, 
and Macy Sample (one)

ASSISTS: M. Sample 
(20), M. York (17) and 
Hannah Avant (5)

DIGS: H. Avant (six), 
Carlee Ramos (four), 
and Dakota Schmidt 
(two)

OPENER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The NIXON-SMILEY CISD will hold a public meeting at 6:00 PM, August 29, 2022 in 
Nixon High School Library, 800 North Rancho Rd, Nixon, TX 78140. The purpose of this
meeting is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will 
be adopted. Public participation in the discussion is invited.
The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later 
date may not exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised
notice containing the same information and comparisons set out below and holds another 
public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
  Level of Maintenance &
  Operations Revenue &
  Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

$0.9734

$0.9002

$0.8646

$0.1766

$0.1257

$0.2854

$1.1500

$1.0259

$1.1500

$10,436

$14,389

$16,200

$4,052

$253

$701
* The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
   The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value.

Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before 
requiring voter approval at an election is $1.1529. This election will be automatically 
held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the voter-approval rate of $1.1529.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment.
 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)  $3,000,000  
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)  $2,141,155
A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance 
and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year*

Maintenance Tax
School Debt Service Tax 
Approved by Local Voters

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Average Market Value of Residences
Average Taxable Value of Residences
Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value
Taxes Due on Average Residence
Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year
$95,737
$48,734
$1.1500
$560.44

This Year
$110,708
$41,300
$1.1500
$474.95
$-85.49

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*    $9,623,262

*Outstanding principal.

*Appraised value is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.
** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fiscal year and 
the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each of the following 
expenditure categories:
 Maintenance and operations  -4.61 % decrease
 Debt service  138.82 % increase
 Total expenditures  9.42 % increase

$0.8646/$100 (proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

$0.2854/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Total appraised value* of all property
Total appraised value* of new property**
Total taxable value*** of all property
Total taxable value*** of new property**

$2,551,265,620
$4,864,280
$1,347,402,125
$4,563,381

$1,935,457,703 
$8,383,778 
$843,685,745 
$2,669,102 

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access
information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.3117 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of CITY OF
GONZALES.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.3117 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.3048 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.3117 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2022 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for CITY OF GONZALES from the same properties in both the 2021 tax 
year and the 2022 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that CITY OF GONZALES may adopt without 
holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that CITY OF 
GONZALES is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2022 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 1, 
2022 AT 5:00 PM AT City Hall, 820 N Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales, TX.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, CITY OF 
GONZALES is not required to hold an election at which voters may accept or reject the 
proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or opposition to the proposed tax 
rate by contacting the members of the City Council of CITY OF GONZALES at their offices or 
by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE 
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

FOR the proposal: Steve Sucher  Sherri Koepp
 Bobby O’Neal  Ronda Miller

AGAINST the proposal: 

PRESENT and not voting: 

ABSENT: Joseph Kridler

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by 
CITY OF GONZALES last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average 
residence homestead by CITY OF GONZALES this year.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF GONZALES at 
830-672-2841 or tac@co.gonzales.tx.us, or visit www.co.gonzales.tx.us for more information.

 2021 2022 Change

Total tax rate $0.3252  $0.3117  decrease of $-0.0135, or -4.15%
(per $100 of value)   

Average homestead $127,106  $139,900  increase of 12,794, or 10.07%
taxable value

Tax on average $413.35  $436.07  increase of 22.72, or 5.50%
homestead

Total tax levy on  $1,724,334  $1,766,368  increase of 42,034, or 2.44%
all properties

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The beginning of a new hunt-

ing season is quickly approach-
ing and the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
reminds hunters and anglers 
to purchase their new licenses 
for 2022-23. Texas hunting and 
fishing licenses (except the 
Year-from-Purchase All-Water 
Fishing Package) for the cur-
rent year expire at the end of 
August. The new licenses for 
the 2022-23 season went on 
sale Aug. 15.

Annually, Texans purchase 
more than 2.7 million hunting 
and fishing licenses and direct-
ly fund a multitude of conser-
vation efforts and recreational 
opportunities, helping make 
Texas one of the best places in 
the country to hunt and fish. 
Some of the many projects 
made possible by license sales 
include fish stocking, wildlife 
management, habitat restora-
tion, public hunting leases, 
river fishing access and Texas 
Game Wardens.

Outdoorsmen and women 

can purchase a variety of 
licenses online through the of-
ficial TPWD website, by phone 
at 1-800-895-4248 during regu-
lar business hours or in person 
at more than 1,800 retailers 
across the state. Anyone plan-
ning to buy their license from 
TPWD’s Austin Headquarters is 
reminded to make an advance 
appointment. Appointments 
may be scheduled up to one 
week in advance. Call 1-800-
262-8755 or 512-389-4828 to 
schedule.

Brand new for this year, 
Texas residents can purchase 
a digital Super Combo license 
(Items 111, 117 and 990) that 
will authorize digital tagging 
of harvested deer, turkey and 
oversized red drum. The digital 
license option is available 
through online purchase only 
when licenses go on sale Aug. 
15. A digital license holder will 
not receive a printed license or 
tags but must keep their digital 
license available while in the 
field. The license can be viewed 
through the TPWD Outdoor 
Annual and My Texas Hunt 

Harvest(MTHH) mobile apps.
TPWD encourages repeat 

license buyers to use the expe-
dited checkout process, which 
speeds up re-purchasing the 
same license bought in recent 
years.

Customers can access their 
past and current licenses in 
several ways: (1) an electronic 
photo of your license, (2) an 
emailed receipt of your pur-
chase; (3) your account in the 
online license sales system; 
(4) via License Lookup in the 
Outdoor Annual app or in the 
My Texas Hunt Harvest app.

Hunting and fishing regula-
tions for the 2022-23 season are 
available online at outdooran-
nual.com, on the Outdoor 
Annual mobile app. The mobile 
app is free, and once down-
loaded, it works without inter-
net connectivity which makes 
it easy for hunters and anglers 
to view regulations in even the 
most remote locations.

Other features include 
license lookup, location-based 
functionality such as “Hunt-
ing Seasons and Regulations 

by Location,” “Where to Fish,” 
and more. Thanks to partners 
at Chevrolet, a limited sup-
ply of printed booklets will 
be available at select TPWD 
offices. Hunters and anglers are 
encouraged to call their local 
offices to check availability.

The My Texas Hunt Harvest 
app enables electronic sub-
mission of mandatory harvest 
reports, including alligator gar 
harvest reporting, and new this 
year, supports digital tagging 
of harvested deer, turkey, and 
oversized red drum for certain 
license holders. The app also 
allows hunters to complete 
their on-site registration for 
many TPWD public hunting 
lands. Hunters can hunt on 
more than one million acres of 
public land with the purchase 
of an Annual Public Hunting 
Permit.

When buying their license, 
resident hunters and anglers 
may wish to purchase an entry 
in the Lifetime License Draw-
ing. Three lucky winners will 
each win a Lifetime Super 
Combo License and never need 

to buy a Texas hunting or fish-
ing license again. Entries are $5 
each and can be purchased on-
line, by phone or at any license 
retailer. The first entry deadline 
is Sept. 30.

When making their purchase, 
license buyers can also add a 
donation of $1, $5, $10 or $20 
to help support the Hunters 
for the Hungry program or the 
Fund for Veterans Assistance. 
Donations to the Hunters for 
the Hungry program provide 
hunters with a way to do-
nate legally harvested deer to 
participating processors. The 
processed meat goes to local 
food banks to feed Texas fami-
lies in need. Donations to the 
Fund for Veterans Assistance 
program provide grants to 
veteran service organizations 
and nonprofit charitable insti-
tutions, assisting veterans and 
their families at the community 
level throughout Texas.

For frequently asked ques-
tions about Texas hunting and 
fishing licenses, visit the TPWD 
website.

Texas hunting and fishing licenses now on sale

CONTRIBUTED
Roy Staton shot a hole in 
one on the fourth hole at the 
course on Wednesday, Aug. 
10.

HOLE IN ONE!

The winning team from the Aug. 10 Golf Scramble at Independence Golf Course 
in Gonzales were,from left, Patric Hollenbach, David Kanak, Cody Hollenbach, 
Manny Gonzales and Brad Broussard.

The second-place team from the Aug. 10 Golf Scramble at Independence 
Golf Course in Gonzales were, from left, David Hernandez, Gary Schroeder, 
Brent Tieken, Mclane Kolacny and Chris Vinklarek. 

GOLF SCRAMBLE WINNERS
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “March Madness”
      org.
  5  Twain’s Huckleberry
  6  Alan of Texas-based
      “The Big Land”
  7  __ Cola
  8  in 2022, gas in
      Texas cost more
      than $4 ___ gallon
  9  an emoji is a 
      modern-day ______
15  state where TX
      Buddy Holly died
16  similarities between
      two things
19  TXism: “___  ____
      of spit and vinegar”
      (energetic man)
21  TX Rodney Crowell
      wrote song “‘Til _
      ____ Control Again”
22  TXism: “up ___  __
      ‘__ juice” (coffee)
27  TXism: “____ dog
      won’t hunt”
28  Texas has __  ____-
      abortion law
29  Texas Tech winning
      Lady Raiders coach,
      Sharp (1982-2006)
30  TXism: “gave me a
      ____  ___ dance”
      (runaround)
32  “Traveling Wilbury”
      Petty, with TX Roy
      Orbison (init.)
33  you can go salt____
      ___ing from South
      Padre Island
36  underground part
      of a plant
37  Texas actor Tommy
      ___ Jones

  1  Cowboys and
      Texans org.
  2  U.S. spy org.
  3  novelist Elmer
      Kelton was born in
      this Texas county
  4  “Sizzlin’ Summer
      Arts ___  ______
      ____” in Hurst
  8  rhyming verse
  9  “____  _____ 
      _____ Ride” with
      the Houston Rodeo
10  365 days (abbr.)
11  governors: “__ and
      Pa” Ferguson

38  infantile, childish
39  TXism: “between a rock
      ___  _  ____ place”
41  “One ____, one Ranger”
42  TXism: “fat as a 
      boardinghouse cat”
45  Texans Houston and
      Donaldson
46  San Antonio priv. univer. 
47  TX Buddy Holly’s
      “True Love ____”
48  quick light blow

49  small piers  
52  TXism: “about
      as clear __  ___
      River mud”
53  rowing blade
54  fish propeller
55  med. abbr. for Lou
      Gehrig’s disease  12  “Pepsi Challenge”

      “_____  ____ test”
13  noted Texas pianist,
      Samaroff
14  Mc____, Texas
15  TXism: “_  ____  ___
      cluckin’ but I can’t
      find your nest”
16  “sounds like a ____”
17  messes with Texas
18  shot from a
      concealed location
20  something is wrong
      (2 wds.)
22  before noon time
23  how Texans might
      pronounce “no”
24  drearily dull

25  TX Kristofferson
      1976 drama: “_ 
      ____ is Born”
26  TXism: “chompin’
      at ___  ___” (eager)
28  auction bid (2 wds.)
31  TXism: “busier than
      _  ___-armed cook
      in a truck stop”
34  TXism: “hissey ___”

35  TXism: “the tail __
      wagging the dog”
37  bedside light
40  this Lukas was in
      “Leap of Faith” with
      TX-born Martin
43  TX Dan Jenkins
      1982 novel: “____
      Oklahoma”
44  TX B.J. Thomas’
      “The ____  __  _
      New York Woman”
50  birds found on the
      Texas coast
51  TX Charley Pride’s
      “__ Rather Love
      You” (1971)

P-1598
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42

Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

OBITUARIES

Jackie Lynn Mills, age 83, 
passed into the arms of Jesus 
on Saturday, August 13 at 3:50 
AM surrounded by his family 
who loved and adored him. 
Jackie was born on Septem-
ber 24, 1939 to John Rankin 
Mills and Luna Marie Barnes 
Mills in Coleman, Texas.  He 
was married to his childhood 
sweetheart from the 7th grade, 
Sherry Lynn Ray Mills on July 
27, 1957.  They just celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniver-
sary last month.  

These words describe him 
like no other, as stated by his 
grandson, Corey Mills.  “I want 
to thank everyone who prayed 
for my grandfather.  You have 
no idea how much that means 
to me, and for my family.  We 
love y’all so much . . . I kept 
thinking that he would live 
forever, because in my mind 
he was untouchable.  This 
man was our soul provider . . . 
our protector . . . and our dad.  
He did everything he could 
do to take care of all of us, not 
one of us was forgotten.  There 
were times his love was hard, 
and times his love was gentle.  
He only wanted all of us to live 
our life the way he did.  He 
had a beautiful life, most men 
would want, he had a beauti-
ful wife, most men couldn’t 
have, and he had a beautiful 
heart no man could take.  But 
we knew his love . . . I love you 
Papaw.  You taught me to be 
a man, to shake a man’s hand 
as hard as you could trust him, 
you taught me to work hard, 
and be stern against anyone 
that could get in the way. 
Papaw!!  You were a fighter, 
that’s all I ever saw in you was 
a fighter!!!!  I love you so much 
Papaw, and I’ll never forget 
the times we had.”

Jackie was a man of honor 
who loved his family fiercely.  
He loved spending time with 
his loved ones around the 
pool and traveling Texas to be 
with them.  Sherry’s siblings 
considered him a brother, 
because he was in their lives 
since they were kids.  His fam-
ily never questioned his love 
for them.  He made it very well 
known.  He was always there 
for them for any life decisions 
that needed to be made, lead-
ing them in the right direction.  
He was also a wonderful boss 
to those who worked for him, 
and a great friend to those 
who met him and knew him. 
He always provided for his 
family with his impeccable 
work ethic.

Mr. Mills attended Texas 
Technological University in 
Lubbock, Texas and graduated 
from Southwestern Graduate 
School of Banking at Southern 
Methodist University in Dal-
las, Texas.  

Mr. Mills was a banker for 

thirty years having begun his 
banking career as a check 
filer with Coleman County 
State Bank, Coleman, Texas 
in 1959.  He rose to Assistant 
Vice-President, and in 1969, 
he was offered a position as 
Vice-President of Gonzales 
Bank.  In addition to his duties 
as a lending officer, he served 
as the bank’s Security Officer, 
Trust Officer and Secretary to 
the Board of Directors.

In 1978, Mr. Mills became 
President of Buchel Bank and 
Trust Co. in Cuero, Texas, a 
position he held until 1983.  

In 1983, Mr. Mills was ap-
proached by the Board of Di-
rectors of American National 
Bank (in organization) to com-
plete the application process 
for American National Bank 
and become its President and 
Chief Executive Officer.  Mr. 
Mills agreed and immediately 
began the process of complet-
ing the application process 
and opening a new bank.  He 
was responsible for selling 
and issuing the stock, the 
construction of the build-
ing, buying all the necessary 
machinery and equipment, 
hiring the personnel, and 
opening the bank.  On July 12, 
1984, American National Bank 
officially opened for business.  
He left the bank in December 
1991 and was an independent 
insurance agent specializing 
in life and health insurance 
until September of 2018. He 
spent 15 of those years in 
insurance working with close 
friend and business partner, 
Mike Davis.

Jack was active in all the 
communities in which he 
lived.  He has served as an 
Election Judge, a Volunteer 
Fireman, Chairman of the 
United Fund, Easter Seals, and 
the March of Dimes.  He was 
one of the original members 
of the Gonzales Volunteer 
Ambulance Corp, now known 
as the Gonzales County Emer-
gency Service.  He has served 
as an officer and director in 
the Chamber of Commerce in 
all the communities he lived.  
He was active in Little League 
serving in various capacities 
including President and Player 
Agent.  He was a member of 
Lions International for thirty-

five years, serving at most 
local officer levels including 
President.  He has served on 
various industrial foundations, 
councils, and committees.

Mr. Mills accepted Christ as 
his Lord and Savior when he 
was a teenager.  As an adult, 
he was a member of the First 
Baptist Church where he 
served the Church as a junior 
boys Sunday School teacher, 
chairman of the Men’s Fellow-
ship, Assistant Church Trea-
surer, Church Treasurer, and 
served on various committees.  

Jackie is survived by his 
wife, Sherry Lynn Ray Mills; 
sons Jeffrey Ray Mills (Cheryl) 
of Corpus Christi and Rus-
sell Corey Mills (Tammy) 
of Marion; daughter Leigh 
Michele Mills Dolezal (Mike) 
of Gonzales; brother Gary R. 
Mills (Sue) of Abilene; sisters-
in-law Terry Bolton of Cole-
man; Kay DiBenedetto (Ge-
rard) of Mansfield; Deborah 
Jahn of Anna; brother-in-law 
Mike Ray (Jamie) of Coleman 
and grandchildren Jeffrey Ray 
Mills, Jr. (Jocelyn) of Pearl-
and; Russell Corey Mills, II of 
Lockhart; Amber Nicole Mills 
of Schaumberg, Illinois; Nissa 
Renea Mills Girouard (Mark) 
of Jarrell; Joycelyn Alexandra 
“Lexie” Dolezal Kridler (Trey) 
of New Braunfels; William 
Hunter Mills of Marion; 
Jacquelyn Abbigail “Abbie” 
Dolezal of Kerrville; Reagan 
Ford Mills (Jacky) of Seguin; 
Jamileigh Anabelle “Jamie” 
Dolezal of Gonzales; 12 great 
grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews.  

The celebration of life will 
be on Saturday, August 20, 
2022 at First Baptist Church, 
422 St. Paul in Gonzales, Tex-
as.  Visitation will begin at 1:00 
PM with the service following 
at 2:00 PM. Reverend Steve 
Faulkner, Reverend Josh Bre-
slaw and Trey Kridler will of-
ficiate the service. Pallbearers 
will be Jeffrey Mills II, Corey 
Mills, Hunter Mills, Mark Gir-
ouard, Matthew DiBenedetto, 
Tim Owner, and Greg Mills. 
Honorary Pallbearers are 
brother Gary Mills, brothers-
in-law Gerard DiBenedetto 
and Mike Ray, and business 
partner Mike Davis.   

If friends and family would 
like to write a special anecdote 
or notable memory of Jack, we 
will have a basket to receive it 
at the visitation.  This would 
be such a huge blessing to the 
family. Friends may also leave 
their condolences to the fam-
ily by visiting www.seydlerhill-
funeralhome.com.  

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made to the First 
Baptist Church of Gonzales 
property fund.  Services are 
under the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral Home.

Jackie Lynn MiLLs

Virginia Sue 
“Jeanne Sue” 
Gerlich Nelson, 
79, of Gonzales, 
was swept up into 
the arms of her 
Savior Jesus Christ 
on Sunday, August 
14, 2022. Jeanne 
Sue was born 
January 3, 1943 
in Hallettsville to 
Oscar and Bessie 
Filla Gerlich. She 
was a member of 
St. James Catholic Church. 

Jeanne Sue grew up with her 
“Czech” speaking grandfather 
and the Sisters of Sacred Heart 
Catholic School had to teach her 
to speak English. At an early age 
she moved to Gonzales with her 
mother. She graduated from GHS 
in 1961 where she sang in the 
choir and made All-State honors. 
She attended Durham Business 
School studying accounting, and 
business law before transfer-
ring to the University of Texas to 
study accounting. She married 
Ralph McCawley and moved to 
Florida where she again contin-
ued her studies in accounting at 
the University of Florida. Jeanne 
Sue worked as a bookkeeper in 
Houston, TX and Ridgetop, TN 
where she worked as an accoun-
tant for Ford Motor Company for 
15 years and finally moving back 
to Gonzales where she worked 
for Jen Ripley, CPA. She founded 
Longhorn Enterprises, an ac-
counting firm. She went to work 
for Tandy Brands in Yoakum as a 
customer service representative 
and accountant and finally went 
to work for Holiday Finance as an 
accountant before retiring.  

Jeanne Sue had a passion for 
music. She played keyboard and 
sang country western music with 
memorable bands like Texas 
Better Together and Texas Spirit. 
Her other passions were pick-
ing blackberries and dewber-
ries and taking them to market. 
She loved the Lord and instilled 
the values she learned in her 
Christian upbringing with her 

children. Jeanne 
Sue loved her fam-
ily and treasured 
her friends. She 
channeled all her 
love through her 
children as if lov-
ing them was her 
single purpose in 
life. She always 
tried to do God’s 
will and with all 
her heart and soul 
she believed in 
John 3:16, “For 

God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” In 
her later years she had a hunger 
for reading her bible and sharing 
the love of Jesus with everyone 
she met.  

Virginia Sue Gerlich Nelson is 
survived by her adoring family, 
daughter, DeNessa Baker (Sher-
man) of Gonzales, son, Kerry 
McCawley (Viola) of Gonzales, 
sister, Sandra Webb Sweeney of 
Smithville, grandchildren, Jessica 
Wright (Alex), Rebekah Baker, 
Breanna Baker, Samantha Baker, 
Karissa Baker, Kerry DeNessa 
Green, Edward Mendez, Ernest 
Mendez and special great-grand-
child, Aubrey Gonzales. She was 
preceded in death by her son, 
Landis Bryant Hallman, grand-
daughter, Jessica Redfern, sisters, 
Gayle Morgan, Tommie Reynolds 
and nephew, Dwayne English.

The family will receive friends 
from 9 am to 10 am Saturday, 
August 20, 2022 in Seydler-
Hill Funeral Home. Graveside 
services will be held at 11 am in 
Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery 
in Hallettsville with Fr. James 
Dvorak officiating. Pallbearers: 
Kerry McCawley, Ernest Mendez, 
Edward Mendez and Joseph So-
lansky. Memorials may be made 
to St. James Catholic Church.

Friends may leave their con-
dolences to the family by visiting 
www.seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com. Services are under the care 
and direction of Seydler-Hill 
Funeral Home.   

Virginia sue gerLich neLson

LEGACY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

The bus was picking up speed 
now; heading across the San 
Marcos River Bridge, heading 
west. Once again, Gonzales 
men were going off to battle. 
Once again, our men were leav-
ing from the square to go fight 
for freedom.

No one on the bus was talk-
ing. The only sound was the 
roar of the bus motor.

And that is part of our history. 
The history of Gonzales.

Gonzales, Texas — the birth-
place of your Texas freedom.

… And, that was then.

For additional obituaries, please see page 13 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.3200 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of
GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.3200 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.2938 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.3227 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2022 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS from the same properties in 
both the 2021 tax year and the 2022 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS may 
adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that GONZALES 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2022 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON August 25, 2022 
AT 5:15 PM AT the THRIVE Healthplex, 1300 Captain Albert Martin Trail, Gonzales, Texas.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, GONZALES 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS is not required to hold an election at which voters may accept or
reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or opposition to the
proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Board of Directors of GONZALES
HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE 
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

FOR the proposal: Kenneth Gottwald  Greg Tieken
 Stephanie Kodack  Gene Reed
 Tim Markham  Lisa Gindler
 Sascha Kardosz
AGAINST the proposal: 
PRESENT and not voting: 
ABSENT: Kerry Morgan Wayne South

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by
GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the 
average residence homestead by GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS this year.

No-New-Revenue Maintenance and Operations Rate Adjustments

Indigent Health Care Compensation Expenditures
The GONZALES HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS spent $1,725,171 from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 
2022 on indigent health care compensation expenditures at the increased minimum eligibility 
standards, less the amount of state assistance. For the current tax year, the amount of increase 
above last year’s enhanced indigent health care expenditures is $90,294. This increased the 
no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate by $0.0023/$100.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for GONZALES
HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS at 830-672-2841 or tac@co.gonzales.tx.us, or visit
www.co.gonzales.tx.us for more information.

 2021 2022 Change

Total tax rate $0.4200  $0.3200 decrease of -0.1000, or 
(per $100 of value)   -23.81%

Average homestead $126,254 $139,153 increase of 12,899, or 10.22%
taxable value

Tax on average $530.27  $445.29 decrease of -84.98, or
homestead   -16.03%

Total tax levy on  $11,489,082  $12,592,553 increase of 1,103,471, or
all properties   9.60%

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.0938 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of
GONZALES COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #1.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.0938 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.0710 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.0938 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2022 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for GONZALES COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #1 
from the same properties in both the 2021 tax year and the 2022 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that GONZALES COUNTY EMERGENCY
SERVICES DISTRICT #1 may adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of
the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that GONZALES 
COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #1 is proposing to increase property taxes for 
the 2022 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON August 25, 2022 
AT 1:00 PM AT the District Administrative Office, 1724 Hickston St., Gonzales, TX.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, GONZALES 
COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #1 is not required to hold an election at which 
voters may accept or reject the proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or 
opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Board of Commissioners
of GONZALES COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #1 at their offices or by
attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES
MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

FOR: Rene De la Garza Commie Hisey
 Linda Carter Christina Jahns
 Tony Stone
AGAINST: 
PRESENT AND NOT VOTING: 
ABSENT: 

Visit Texas.gov/Property Taxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can 
easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax 
rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated 
to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by 
GONZALES COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #1 last year to the taxes proposed 
to be imposed on the average residence homestead by GONZALES COUNTY EMERGENCY 
SERVICES DISTRICT #1 this year.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for GONZALES COUNTY
EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #1 at 830-672-2841 or tac@co.gonzales.tx.us, or visit 
www.co.gonzales.tx.us for more information.

 2021 2022 Change
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.0998 $0.0938  decrease of -0.0060, or -6.01%      
Average homestead taxable value $120,123  $132,149  increase of 12,026, or 10.01%
Tax on average homestead $119.88  $123.96  increase of 4.08, or 3.40%
Total tax levy on all properties $3,307,512  $4,392,251  increase of 1,084,739, or 32.80%

The resurrection was opposed by Satan 
and his cohorts. However his forces were 
confused and defeated by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who arose, ascended, and is now 
seated at the right hand of the Father, far 
above them.

Remember Colossians 2:15 “and hav-
ing spoiled principalities and powers, He 
(Christ Jesus) made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it (His death, burial 
and resurrection).” These are the same 
demonic powers we have to deal with, but 
thank God, Jesus defeated them all. Other 
translations say He put them to naught or 
paralyze them.

In ancient times, victorious kings bringing 
back captives would have a parade, mak-
ing a show of them openly. Jesus did this 
with the devil putting him on display before 
three worlds – heaven, hell and earth - after 
He defeated him.  God gave us this account 
in the Scriptures so we in this world would 
know what had happened.  God wants us 
to know what happened in the death, the 
burial and the resurrection, and seating of 
Jesus Christ. He wants us to know that He 
has set Jesus Christ far above all principali-
ties and power and might and dominion 
and every name that is named. (Ephesians 
1:21)  The source of our authority is found 
in this resurrection and exalting of Christ by 
God.  Notice in Ephesians 1:18 that the Holy 
Spirit through Paul prays that the eyes of 
the Ephesians understanding (their spirits) 
might be open to these truths. He wanted all 
churches, all believers, to be enlightened. 
The truth of the authority of the believer, 
however is overlooked by many Christians. 
In fact most churches don’t even know the 
believer has any authority. We never will un-
derstand the authority of the believer only 
with our intellect; we must get the spiritual 
revelation of it. We must believe it by faith.

In Ephesians 2:1 “and you hath he quick-
ened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
and Ephesians 2:6 and has raised us up to 
gather and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.” This passage of Scrip-
ture deals with conferring of this authority. 
Notice the Head and the body were raised 
together. The Head (which is Christ) and 
the body (which is the Church) were raised 
together. When you think of a person you 
think of his head and body as one. If the 
Church ever gets this revelation that we 
are the Body of Christ, we will rise up and 
do the works of Christ Jesus. Until now, we 
have been doing them only limitedly. When 
we realize that the authority that belongs to 
Christ also belongs to individual members 
of the Body of Christ and is available to us, 
our lives will be revolutionized! 

MIGHTY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

als addressing regarding solutions for 
increased river safety.

“It is my suggestion that a tempo-
rary committee be formed to draw 
all of these opinions into something 
that’s reasonable for everybody,” 
Shepard said.

John Botros, river access coordi-
nator of Texas Parks and Wildlife, 
discussed the recommended paths 
regarding river access to the Guada-
lupe River.

“I understand there are safety 
issues since the [hydro] plant got 
re-licensed. I think a lot of the safety 
around the plant has been of con-
cern,” Botros said.

From the podium, Enriquez further 
suggested from the podium possible 
river clean up efforts. The council 
was provided pictures of Float Fest 
concert debris and re-bar sticking up 
from the river bed.

Enriquez continued by stating that 
local residents relayed to him debris 
har been dumped  in that location 
roughly a decade ago when people 
performed work on the dam.

“I know people may want to cut off 
access to the river and location. But 
in my opinion, I believe we should 
find a way to clean it up and make it 
safe,” Enriquez said.

Enriquez spoke to the execu-
tive manager of operations for the 
Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority, 
David Harris, who told him GBRA 
has no authority over the river, sug-
gesting to Enriquez assembling a 
group of volunteers to clean that part 

of the river.
“I think we should take precau-

tions and put up signs that say risk 
of drowning. I also think it would 
be beneficial to rezone that area as 
an exclusive fishing, canoeing and 
kayaking zone, in order to prevent 
future drownings to keep access 
to that portion of the river open,” 
Enriquez said.

Dale Schellenberg mentioned 
concerns about liberties being “taken 
away from the public in the name of 
safety.”

 “Understand that safety is a num-
ber one concern. Common sense by 
the public, or the lack thereof, some-
times controls safety issues, so there’s 
not a person in this room that does 
not know that the river is dangerous,” 
Schellenberg said.

The Texas Water Safari was also 
mentioned by Schellenberg, who 
noted paddlers practice all year long 
on the river, but current inacces-
sibility has prevented navigating the 
Guadalupe.

Schellenberg mentioned the Texas 
Water Code, which states that “No 
person may obstruct the navigation 
of any stream which can be navigated 
by steamboats, keel boats, or flat-
boats by cutting and felling trees or 
by building on or across the stream 
any dike, milldam, bridge, or other 
obstruction.”

As of right now, river access near 
the dam is blocked off and the only 
access to the Guadalupe River is un-
der the US 183 (Water Street) bridge.

“We’re blessed with things that not 
everyone are. I’m gonna recommend 
that you open that gate back up … I 
think that people really need some 
recreation, and that river is really a 
treasure for Gonzales,” Schellenberg 
said.

Gonzales residents Enriquez and 
Schellenberg agreed with Eddie 
Halamicek, stating the river is all the 
city has for fishing and recreational 
use.

“A lot of people don’t have private 
properties or long pond fishing areas. 
They don’t have a vehicle. Access is 
relatively restricted as is. I don’t feel 
closing this access would be ade-
quate for all the citizens and taxpay-
ers,” Halamicek said.

In other business, the council ap-
proved the following line items:

• approved setting a Thursday, 
Sept. 1, public hearing regarding the 
2022-2023 tax rate; which is pro-
jected to be lower than last year’s tax 
rate.

• approved tabling the appoint-
ment of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission until the full council is 
present at the next city council meet-
ing.

• approved amending the bylaws of 
GEDC, a Type B economic develop-
ment corporation.

• approved authorizing the city 
manager to execute a publicity and 
tourism agreement with the Cham-
ber of Commerce for the hosting and 
operations of Gonzales Chamber of 
Commerce.

SAFETY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Gonzales Police Depart-
ment and the Gonzales 
County Sheriff’s Office 
were called to a report of 
a possible shooting at the 
Westwood Inn Thursday, 
Aug. 11.

Gonzales Police Chief 
Tim Crow reported his 
department wasn’t able 
to locate anyone who had 

been shooting in the area.
“We received information 

that somebody had recently 
checked out before the 
shooting started and it ap-
pears there’s a field behind 
Westwood and that they had 
shot some beer cans that 
were back behind the West-
wood Inn,” Crow stated.

GPD had not located the 
individual, but is currently 
investigating. No reported 
injuries when the shooting 
happened.

Police investigate shooting at Westwood Inn

VANDY VAN EPPS.
Gonzales Police Department and Gonzales Sheriff’s Office at the 
Westwood Inn after calls of shots were reported. 
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Pickup everything you 
need at Fehner & Son.

Get rid of those pesky
Beetles, Scorpions, Ants, etc.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The GONZALES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT will hold a public meeting at 5:00 PM, August 
29, 2022 in East Avenue Admin Building, 1615 Saint Louis, Gonzales, Texas. The purpose of this
meeting is to discuss the school district’s budget that will determine the tax rate that will be adopted. 
Public participation in the discussion is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not 
exceed the proposed rate shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same 
information and comparisons set out below and holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

Comparison of Proposed Rates with Last Year’s Rates

Total Appraised Value and Total Taxable Value
(as calculated under Section 26.04, Tax Code)

Last Year’s Rate

Rate to Maintain Same
  Level of Maintenance &
  Operations Revenue &
  Pay Debt Service

Proposed Rate

Maintenance
& Operations

Interest &
Sinking Fund* Total

Local Revenue
Per Student

State Revenue
Per Student

$1.0092

$0.8964

$0.9185

$0.0835 

$0.0680 

$0.0698 

$1.0927

$0.9644 

$0.9883

$7,902

$9,333 

$9,393 

$3,416 

$2,044 

$2,044 

*The Interest & Sinking Fund tax revenue is used to pay for bonded indebtedness on construction, equipment, or both.
The bonds, and the tax rate necessary to pay those bonds, were approved by the voters of this district.

Under state law, the dollar amount of school taxes imposed on the residence homestead of a person 65 years of age 
or older or of the surviving spouse of such a person, if the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 
person died, may not be increased above the amount paid in the first year after the person turned 65, regardless of 
changes in tax rate or property value.
Notice of Voter-Approval Rate: The highest tax rate the district can adopt before requiring voter approval 
at an election is $0.9883. This election will be automatically held if the district adopts a rate in excess of the 
voter-approval rate of $0.9883.

Fund Balances
The following estimated balances will remain at the end of the current fiscal year and are not encumbered with or by 
a corresponding debt obligation, less estimated funds necessary for operating the district before receipt of the first 
state aid payment.
 Maintenance and Operations Fund Balance(s)  $14,038,093  
 Interest & Sinking Fund Balance(s)  $0
A school district may not increase the district’s maintenance and operations tax rate to create a surplus in maintenance 
and operations tax revenue for the purpose of paying the district’s debt service.

Preceding Tax Year Current Tax Year

Maintenance Tax

School Debt Service Tax 
Approved by Local Voters

Comparison of Proposed Levy with Last Year’s Levy on Average Residence

Average Market Value of Residences
Average Taxable Value of Residences
Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed Rate per $100 Value
Taxes Due on  Average Residence
Increase (Decrease) in Taxes

Last Year
$137,589 
$109,247 
$1.0927 
$1,193.74

This Year
$157,614 
$107,811 
$0.9883 
$1,065.50 
$-128.24

Bonded Indebtedness
Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded indebtedness*   $18,770,000

*Outstanding principal.

*Appraised value is the amount shown on the appraisal roll and defined by Section 1.04(8), Tax Code.
** “New property” is defined by Section 26.012(17), Tax Code.
*** “Taxable value” is defined by Section 1.04(10), Tax Code.

Comparison of Proposed Budget with Last Year’s Budget
The applicable percentage increase or decrease (or difference) in the amount budgeted in the preceding fiscal year 
and the amount budgeted for the fiscal year that begins during the current tax year is indicated for each of the 
following expenditure categories:
 Maintenance and operations    -4.07 % decrease
 Debt service    -0.32 % decrease
 Total expenditures    -3.89 % decrease

$0.9185/$100 (proposed rate for maintenance and operations)

$0.0698/$100 (proposed rate to pay bonded indebtedness)

Total appraised value* of all property

Total appraised value* of new property**

Total taxable value*** of all property

Total taxable value*** of new property**

$4,399,565,031

$21,214,110 

$2,285,332,137 

$20,593,339 

$3,566,787,657

$13,531,500 

$1,777,438,711 

$13,392,680

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access 
information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public 
hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of 
growth of property taxes in the state.

First day 
of school

GMH Auxiliary volunteers 
hold monthly meeting
BY ELIZABETH BRELSFORD BENNETT
Special to the Inquirer

The Gonzales Memorial Hospital Aux-
iliary Volunteers met Tuesday, July 28, in 
the CREATE Room at the Thrive Build-
ing. There were 12 members attending.

President Neubauer called the meeting 
to order. First Vice President Mercer gave 
her report, 2nd Vice Pres., Dyna DuBose 
gave the Financial Report, Secretary 
Hajovsky read the minutes accepted as 
approved. Elizabeth Brelsford Bennett, 
Reporter, gave account of eight cards sent 
to various organizations and persons.

Cynthia Garcia was presented her 
beautiful president’s pin as she retired 
her position. She has done a wonderful 
job getting the organization through the 
difficult year of COVID. We are all hoping 
to never experience such a horrendous 
era as that. Our hearts go out to all the 
auxiliaries in the State of Texas as well as 
elsewhere.

Second Vice President Irene Oakes 
awarded updated hour bars to the 
following members. TOTALS: Zelpha 
Dolezal, 201; Dyna DuBose, 1,201; 
Cynthia Garcia, 1,460;  Jo Ann Hajovsky, 
1,540; Kay Konecky, 380, Linda McGill, 
303; Sylvia Mercer,1,100; Betty Neubauer, 
1,616; Irene Oakes, 2,210, Great job!

There are many new items and ideas in 
the Gift Shop. Make it a point to stop in, 
make a purchase and enjoy the shop – of 
course, no purchase necessary to just 
look! We enjoy our customers and hope 
they feel welcome. Every sale means 
more dollars go back to the hospital, 
which in turn shows up in ways to help 
all who come in to feel better.

Look at your calendar, there might be a 
three hour a week place you would enjoy 
being a “Blue Angel.” We try to “do our 
best to do the best” for the Hospital and 
community. Bet you look good in blue! 

The next meeting will be Aug. 30 at the 
Thrive at 2 p.m. 
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Healthier Tomorrows, Starting Today.

A lifetime of care.
Take charge of your health in 2022! Healthcare experts agree 
that the key to a lifetime of good health is an ongoing relationship 
with a primary care provider. At Gonzales Healthcare Systems, our 
network of three primary care clinics provide patients young and 
old with a wide range of convenient, quality care — from family 
medicine and pediatrics to obstetrics and outpatient surgery — 
for every season of your family’s life. Call today! 

Schedule an appointment at one of our Sievers Clinic locations. 
Gonzales 830-672-8502 • Waelder 830-788-7280 • Shiner 361-239-5015

Members of the 
Sievers Clinic Team

said this growth and resulting 
produce is incredible,” Jurek 
said.

In an area dealing with 
drought, Jurek’s gardens are 
surrounded by trees and shade 
and he has been constantly 
watering his garden enough to 
attract local bumblebees. He 
attributes these factors to his 
success. Jurek describes seeing 
the bees hovering over his gar-
dens as a utopia and the most 
beautiful thing to see.

“I love it. I mean, my mother 
was like this. She loved beauty 
[of nature] and stuff. And that’s 
me. I mean, I love seeing all 
this stuff,” Jurek said.

Jurek brought in Gayle 
Bludau, family community 
agent for Texas A&M Agrilife 

Extension, and she was sur-
prised by the nature of Jurek’s 
garden and the number of bees 
flying in and out.

“There were so many bees 
in the cantaloupe patch. It 
was amazing. It was actually 
unbelievable, because we talk 
about there being shortages of 
bees, but not in Brian’s garden,” 
Bludau said.

Usually during the summer 
months, Bludau would see 
many gardens sustain heat 
damage, but she was surprised 
to see summer vegetation 
blooming in this garden.

“It looks like his cantaloupes 
are just about to take off and 
his pumpkin patch looks like it 
increased 10 feet since I saw it 
10 days ago,” Bludau said.

Jurek’s tip to other garden-
ers in Gonzales is not to use 
chemicals, but use Miracle Gro, 
Epsom Salt, and ammonia and 
water.

“If you have bugs, you take 
Epsom salt, because regular 
salt will not produce the same 
effects,  and put in a little spray 
bottle with water, and spray it 
on there and bugs don’t like 
that,” Jurek said. “It’s a natural 
chemical to put Epsom salt 
around there, ammonia and 
Mastiff, and then, boom, it 
sprouts up.”

Bludau and Jurek are plan-
ning future work to help 
make community gardens for 
students.

“He understands how im-
portant it is to have a successful 

gardening project at school. If 
we’re working with children, 
the project really needs to be 
successful.” Bludau said. “If it’s 
not successful, we have to make 

children understand that as 
much as you want a project to 
be successful sometimes, you 
have to deal with Mother Nature 
or wildlife, meaning deer.”

GARDEN 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Brian Jurek, above left, holds one of his cantaloupes that he plucked from his 
garden. A bumblebee sits on one of the flowers that grew in Jurek’s garden. 
Top right, bumblebees hovered over Jurek’s garden due to him constantly 
watering and it being surrounded by shade. Above: Brian Jurek’s pumpkin 
patch. Jurek has three gardens full of fruits and vegetables from dewberries, 
cantaloupe, cucumbers, pumpkins and more. 

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Texas Secretary of State 
John Scott encouraged 
all eligible Texas voters 
to make sure they are 
registered to vote by Oct. 
11 to participate in the 
upcoming Nov. 8 general 
election.

Texas law requires 
eligible voters to be 
registered 30 days before 
Election Day, and since 
the 30th day before Nov. 
8 falls on the Sunday 
before Columbus Day, 
eligible Texas voters ef-
fectively have two extra 
days to register this year 
(Texas Election Code Sec. 
13.143(e)). Scott urged 
Texas voters to visit the 
state’s official voting web 
site — VoteTexas.gov — 
for accurate and compre-
hensive information on 
voting in Texas.

“Even though we’re still 
two months away from the 
voter registration deadline, 
it’s never too early to make 
sure you’re registered, 
update your registration 
information if you need 
to, and prepare yourself to 
vote in the upcoming elec-
tion,” Scott said. 

“If you’re renewing 
your Texas Driver License 
or personal ID card on-
line, please take the extra 
second to check the box 
to register to vote if you’re 
eligible to do so. If you’re 
registering to vote for the 
first time, make sure your 
signed voter registration 
application is post-
marked to your county 
voter registrar by Oct. 11. 
If you simply need to up-
date your voter registra-
tion information, such as 
your name, address or ID 
numbers , you can do so 
online through our portal 
available at Texas.gov.”

For more information 
on registering to vote 
and voting in Texas, visit 
www.votetexas.gov or 
www.votetexas.gov/es 
for voting information in 
Spanish.

Register 
by Oct. 11 
to vote in 
election
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