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A Dec. 
28 fire 
destroyed 
the home of 
Rick Bivins 
and Megan 
Ainsworth 
on Kelley 
Loop. 

CONTRIBUTED

GoFundMe account set up 
for Kelley Loop fire victims
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Firefighters from Gonzales, Belmont 
and Ottine responded to a house fire 
off County Road 342, also known 
as Kelley Loop, at about 9:48 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 28.

It took several hours for crews to 
get the fire extinguished, but the 
home and all its contents were a 
total loss.

While reportedly no one was 

2022 Readers 
Choice winners 

named
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The ballots have been 
cast and the winners have 
been named!

The Gonzales Inquirer 
presents the results of 
the 2022 Readers Choice 
balloting in a special 
section inside this 
edition of the newspaper. 
Balloting was close in 
many categories with 
some first timers finding 
their way to the winner’s 
circle!

The Inquirer wants to 
congratulate all of the 
winners and thank all of 
our readers who partici-
pated in the voting. See FIRE, page 15

GEDC OKs Lynn 
buyer, works to 
market Gonzales
BY JENNIFER KOLBE
GEDC EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
Special to the Inquirer

At the December 19 
GEDC meeting, the 
board heard presenta-
tions from potential 
buyers for the Lynn The-
ater. The board heard 

three presentations in 
the open session and 
reviewed the financial 
portions of the offers in 
closed session.

When the board re-
turned to open session, 
they voted to sell the 
Lynn the Sydney Allen 

Cloud votes against McCarthy for House Speaker
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The 118th Congress officially 
opened on Tuesday, Jan. 3, and the 
first day ended with no resolution 
in who will be the next Speaker of 
the House as Rep. Kevin McCarthy, 
R-California, failed three times 

to get the necessary 218 votes to 
claim the gavel.

McCarthy received 203, 203 and 
202 votes, respectively, in those 
three ballots, with Rep. Jim Jor-
dan, R-Ohio, receiving 20 votes 
in the third round of voting as an 
alternative candidate to McCarthy, 
who had served as the Republi-

can party’s minority leader in the 
House for the last four years.

New York Democrat Hakeem 
Jeffries, chosen to succeed for-
mer House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-California, as his party’s top 
leader, received 212 votes as the 
entire Democrat caucus voted en 
masse for Jeffries. He is the first 

African-American to be nominated 
as Speaker of the House or to lead 
a party caucus in either chamber. 
One House seat is currently vacant 
following the death of Rep. Don 
McEachin, D-Va., in November.

Among the 20 House Repub-

SWEARING IN

CONTRIBUTED
Gonzales County elected officials were sworn into office for 
a new term on Sunday, Jan. 1 (with some also sworn in on 
Monday, Jan. 2). Those present on Sunday were sworn in by 
District Judge William Old III. Pictured front row are County 
Clerk Lona Ackman, County Judge Pat Davis, Precinct 1 JP 
Deidra Voigt, Old and Sheriff Keith Schmidt. Back row are 
Precinct 4 JP Darryl Becker and Treasurer Sheryl Barborak. 
For more photos, see page 6.

Sidewalk upgrades begin in Texas Heroes Square
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Work continues in Texas Heroes 
Square along the 400 block of 
Saint James Street in Gonzales as 
part of an effort to upgrade city 
sidewalks to be compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
and Texas Accessibility Standards.

Improvements are also being 
made in drainage and grading in 
the 400 block of Saint James as 

part of the 2021 Sidewalk Im-
provement Plans for the City of 
Gonzales. The work is being per-
formed by Diamond X Contract-
ing Inc. at a cost of $699,633.40 
with a contingency of five percent, 
or $34,981.67, for unforeseen is-
sues during construction.

The city also is spending $70,000 
for engineering, $30,000 for grant 
administration and $10,000 for 
environmental services associated 

with the grant funding for a total 
fiscal impact of up to $844,615.07.

Funding for the project comes 
from Gonzales Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (which con-
tributed $50,000); a Texas Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
(in the amount of $500,000); from 
the city’s Water Fund ($35,661); 
and the General Fund (up to 

Gonzales purchases 
new Pierce Enforcer 
pumper truck
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Christmas may have 
already come and gone, 
but the Gonzales Fire 
Department is waiting 
on one special present 
to be delivered to the 
city.

After receiving unani-
mous approval at the 
November Gonzales 
City Council meeting, 
GFD last month ordered 
a new Pierce Enforcer 
pumper fire truck from 
Siddons-Martin Emer-
gency Group. Time of 
delivery is expected 

to be between 29-30 
months from the date of 
order. 

The new fire truck 
will replace Engine 
37, a 2008 Pierce 
Sabor, which has seen 
increased maintenance 
costs and liability — 
and has even caught 
fire not once, but twice, 
causing it to have to be 
towed to San Antonio 
for repairs.

“The engine has to 
be taken to the shop for 
repairs several times 
a year, leaving the Fire 
Department short on 

See SIDEWALK, page 16

See TRUCK, page 15

See GEDC, page 15

See SPEAKER, page 16

NO ONE HURT IN CRASH

VANDY VAN EPPS
A pickup truck turned over on its side in a culvert off Church Street on Wednesday, Jan. 4, in Gonzales. There were no injuries 
reported as of press time but assistance was needed to get the passengers safely out.

Cloud
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Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

January 9January 9
60º/41º

Plenty of sun
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 65

SUNNYSUNNY

SUNNYSUNNY

January 5January 5
67º/47º

Plenty of sunshine
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 67

SUNNYSUNNY

January 7January 7
66º/43º

Plenty of sunshine
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 65

Sunny
20% chance of rain ● RealFeel 64

January 11January 11
61º/50º

January 6January 6
67º/51º

Mostly sunny
3% chance of rain ● RealFeel 65

January 8January 8
61°/41°

Plenty of sunshine
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 67

January 10January 10
60º/44º

Partial sunshine
5% chance of rain ● RealFeel 58

MOSTLY SUNNYMOSTLY SUNNY

SUNNYSUNNY

SUNNYSUNNY

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

brought to you by

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
January 4th
Travis Decker

January 5th
Shirley Breitschopf

Shane Carlile
Alex Casares

John DuBose Jr.
Murray Montgomery

January 6th
Adrienne Steen

January 7th
Crissy Lampkin
Chris Reininger

Gary Sutton

January 8th
Jan Lindemann

Mike McCracken
Susan McGehee

Ava Murphy
Christie Tilghman

Maisy Valenta

Ken West

January 9th
Callie Jordyn Cobler

Trudy Dierlam

January 10th
David Vinklarek

January 11th
Marsha Decker
Andy Hohensell
Terry Pierpont

Anniversary
January 4th

Timothy & Michelle Decker

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Victoria College will offer 
prospective and current stu-
dents an opportunity to start 
or finalize their preparations 
for the upcoming Spring 2023 
semester with a “Super Satur-
day” event from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Jan. 7 at the Student 
Services Building on VC’s 
Main Campus.

Students can discuss their 
educational plans with an 
advisor, apply for admissions 
and financial aid, enroll in 
classes, make payments and 

purchase books and sup-
plies. Students can also take 
the Texas Success Initiative 
Assessment by registering 
at VictoriaCollege.edu/TSI. 
Seating is limited.

Advisors will be avail-
able to offer information 
on education and training 
opportunities at Victoria 
College; degree, certificate 
and transfer pathways; job-
training courses; and adult 
education.

For more information, call 
(361) 573-3291 or chat live at 
VictoriaCollege.edu.

CONTRIBUTED
Prospective and current Victoria College students interested in taking 
classes during the upcoming Spring 2023 semester can get all the 
information and assistance they need during VC’s “Super Saturday” 
event on Jan. 7.

VC offering ‘Super 
Saturday’ event Jan. 7

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Devon Energy employees in 
Cuero rallied together to raise 
a total of $24,216 in support of 
the Food Bank of the Golden 
Crescent.

Employees hosted a corn-
hole tournament and silent 
auction as part of Devon’s 
annual “Give for Good” fund-
raising campaign. The com-
pany matched the funds they 

collected.
The beneficiary, Food Bank 

of Golden Crescent, serves 
families and seniors in 11 
southeastern Texas counties.

“It can be easy for people to 
forget community members 
struggle with food insecurity,” 
said Robin Cadle, CEO of the 
Food Bank of the Golden Cres-
cent. “But Devon’s employees 
demonstrate how much they 
care for others by stepping up 

to help feed people in need.”
Michael Zappe, Devon su-

perintendent of product opera-
tions, said he and his coworkers 
are glad to serve others.

“The Food Bank of Golden 
Crescent does an amazing 
job filling a gap in our com-
munity, and we are proud to 
be a continual partner,” Zappe 
said. “Giving back isn’t just a 
responsibility, it’s a privilege as 
good neighbors.”

Devon Energy raises thousands for food bank

CONTRIBUTED
Devon employees Caitlin Harris, Janice Starr, Beth Reinecke and Michael Zappe present the check to Robin Cadle 
with the Food Bank of the Golden Crescent.

State domino 
tournament comes 
to Hallettsville
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The 70th Texas State 
Championship Domino 
Tournament will be held 
Sunday, Jan. 15, 2023 at 
the Knights of Columbus 
(KofC) Hall in Halletts-
ville, Texas. Registration 
will begin at 7 a.m. and 
playing will begin at 9 
a.m. sharp.

A consolation 
tournament will be held 
immediately for the first 
two setting of losers 
with two plaques given 
to the winners of the 
consolation tournament 
plus cash.

A barbecue chicken 
dinner will be served in 
the hall for players and 
spectators. There will also 
be plates to go for drive-

through customers. Short 
orders and refreshments 
will be served during the 
tournament.

Come join in the of-
ficial Texas State Domino 
Championship Tourna-
ment play, where there 
is no better competition 
and fellowship. You can 
boast you played in the 
Texas State Champion-
ship Domino Tourna-
ment. You and your 
partner may even have 
the honor of winning this 
prestigious title.

This year’s Texas 
Domino Hall of Fame 
inductees will be David 
Scott Henke, Joe Buzek, 
Sammy Judd, David “Rat” 
Schautteet.

A group of younger 
domino players will be 
coming in from Killeen, 
looking for a challenge.

AG secures $168M 
for Texas  in Walmart 
opioid agreement
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Attorney General 
Ken Paxton announced 
a planned $3.1 billion 
settlement with Walmart, 
with more than $168 
million designated for 
Texas, for Walmart’s role 
in the nationwide opioid 
epidemic. 

The agreement will 
largely track the terms of 
the Global Prescription 
Opioid Litigation Settle-
ment Agreement with the 
opioids distributors that 
was executed in July 2021.  

“The opioid epidemic 
has had devastating 
impacts on millions of 
Americans, and we are 
hopeful that we will 
reach a final agreement 
on all terms to ensure 
that Walmart is held 
responsible for their role 
in it,” Paxton said. “This 
settlement is yet another 
example of my office’s 
commitment to pro-tect-

ing the people of Texas 
and ensuring that we 
hold accountable those 
who have violated the law 
and worsened the effects 
of the opioid epidemic.” 

This agreement is the 
latest opioid settlement 
Paxton negotiated for 
Texas, working closely 
with the attorneys gener-
al of California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Delaware, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kentucky, Louisi-
ana, Massachusetts, Ne-
braska, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, and Tennessee. 

To date, the Texas 
attorney general 
secured about $2.4 
billion for Texas from 
the manufacturers, 
distributors, pharmacies, 
and others that caused 
the opioid crisis, 
including Walmart, 
Allergan, Mallinckrodt, 
Teva, Endo, Johnson & 
Johnson, and McKinsey. 

The preliminary con-
tested case hearing on 
the on the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority’s 
request to drill three 
additional water wells in 
the Carrizo Aquifer will 
be held at the Gonzales 
County Underground 
Water Conservation 
District office, 522 Saint 
Matthew St., Gonzales, 
on Thursday, Feb. 16. 
The Inquirer regrets 
printing the wrong loca-
tion in a previous story.

CORRECTIONNoted bible teacher, archaeologist 
to speak at Emmanuel Fellowship
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Emmanuel Fellowship 
extends an invitation 
to all to come and hear 
noted bible teacher and 
biblical archaeologist Dr. 
Scott Stripling speak this 
coming Sunday, Jan. 8.

Dr. Stripling is noted 
for several significant 
archeological finds, in-
cluding work at Khirbet 
el-Maqatir (Biblical Ai), 
Shiloh (site of the first 
Jewish tabernacle in the 
Promised Land), and 

one of his more recent 
finds, the Curse Tablet 
found on Mount Ebal. 
This find is considered 
by many to the most 
significant archaeologi-
cal find of 2022.

Dr. Stripling is an 
excellent speaker and 
masterfully weaves 
Scripture and archaeol-
ogy together in his mes-
sages. We are blessed, 
and honored, to have 
Dr. Stripling share with 
us this Sunday, Jan. 8. 
The service will begin at 
10:30 a.m., with a “Meet 
and Greet” time from 10 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Everyone is invited, 

regardless of your 
denominational pref-
erence. A nursery for 
children below the age 
of five years is available. 
Emmanuel is located at 
1817 St. Lawrence St., 
Gonzales, one block east 
of East Avenue School.

MLK events scheduled
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Edwards Asso-
ciation will host a pair 
of events in Gonzales 
to celebrate the life and 
legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr.

First, the non-profit 
organization, along with 
Gonzales Main Street, 
will host a MLK musical 
featuring a number of 
local gospel talents on 
the Main Street stage in 
Independence Square 
on Sunday, Jan. 15, from 

5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Then, from 10 a.m. 

to 11 a.m. Monday, Jan. 
16 — the date on which 
MLK Day is celebrated 
this year — the Edwards 
Association will host 
its annual march from 
Independence Square 
up Saint Paul Street to 
Saint Peter and then to 
Fly Street, to the former 
Edwards High School, 
1427 Fly St. Gonzales 
Police Department will 
provide escort and traffic 
control.

GonzalesInquIrer.com
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

January 5th – South Tx. Tour

January 6th-8th – TJHRA Region 6 Rodeo

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Cat owners should take some 
extra precautions before their 
feline companion’s next meal. 

TFP Nutrition voluntarily 
recalled its HEB Texas Pets 
Indoor Complete Dry Cat 
Food on Friday, Dec. 16 due 
to salmonella contamination 
concerns, according to a notice 
shared by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration.

Per the notice, the recall only 
affects HEB Texas Pets Indoor 
Complete Dry Cat Food. Man-
ufactured at the company’s 
Nacogdoches, Texas facility on 
Nov. 13, the dry cat food was 
sold in 16-pound packages that 
contain “MFG 13 NOV 22” on 
the second line of the lot code, 
which is located on the back of 
the bag. 

An image of the product 
label can be found at right. The 
recall is relatively limited in 
scale, as the affected product 
was only distributed in the 
State of Texas and sold in HEB 
retail stores. The recalled cat 
food has since been removed 
from store shelves and no other 
HEB products are affected by 
the voluntary recall.

While no illnesses have been 
reported in connection to the 
recalled dry cat food to date, 

the product poses a health risk 
to both animals and humans. 
Consumption of products con-
taminated with salmonella can 
cause salmonellosis, a com-
mon foodborne illness.

A cat infected with salmonel-
la may be lethargic and have 
diarrhea or bloody diarrhea, 
fever, and vomiting. Decreased 
appetite, fever, and abdomi-
nal pain are also symptoms 
of infection. Some cats may 
appear healthy but may actu-
ally be carriers and infect other 
animals or humans.

In humans, salmonella signs 
and symptoms – diarrhea, 
abdominal cramps, and fever 
– typically occur within 12 to 
72 hours after exposure to the 
bacterium. 

Although most people re-
cover within four to seven days 
and do not require treatment, 

in rare cases, the infection can 
spread from the intestines to 
the bloodstream, requiring the 
individual to be hospitalized. 

Humans can become 
infected through consump-
tion of products contaminated 
with salmonella, or through 
handling affected surfaces and 
then touching their mouth and 
swallowing Salmonella germs, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC).

Due to the potentially life-
threatening risk the cat food 
product poses to both animals 
and humans, consumers 
should discontinue use of the 
food. 

The recalled HEB Texas Pets 
Indoor Complete Dry Cat Food 
can be replaced or refunded by 
contacting TFP Nutrition via a 
toll-free call at 1-800-560-9197.

Cat food recalled for salmonella
A cat infected with salmonella may be 
lethargic and have diarrhea or bloody diarrhea, 
fever, and vomiting. Decreased appetite, fever, 
and abdominal pain are also symptoms of 
infection. Some cats may appear healthy 
but may actually be carriers and infect other 
animals or humans.

Annual Knights of Columbus 
Wild Game Supper to be held Jan. 28
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The annual Knights 
of Columbus wild game 
supper will be held 
Saturday, Jan. 28, at the K 
of C Hall in Hallettsville, 
Texas, 321 US 77, Hal-
lettsville. This is the fun 
night everybody waits for 
all year.

Tickets are available at 
Hoffers Drive-in Grocery, 
Rainosek’s True Value, 
and at the K of C Hall now 
and on Saturday, Jan. 28. 
See this years’ fantastic 
results of the Big Buck 
Contest. Doors open at 
5 p.m. with social hour 
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Supper is served 
from 6:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.

There will be an abun-
dance of expertly pre-
pared crawfish, deer, hog, 
dove, duck, wild rice, duck 
gumbo, Lavaca County 
sausage, wild pinto 
beans, all marinated and 

prepared by head cook 
Brother Richard Henke 
and Lavaca County’s pres-
tigious wild game chefs.

Need a new 4x4 Ranger 
or gun? Come be a win-

ner of the big 75 gun 
drawing or the Ranger 
drawing, along with other 
prizes. Total valued at 
more than $50,000. See 
and talk to the folks that 
got the big bucks and the 
commercial displays. Get 
into a game of dominoes 
or just visit with the folks.

Arrive early and enjoy 
the fellowship of old 
friends and new acquain-
tances. Admission to the 
hall is $12 and the wild 
game supper is free with 
hall admission.

Bring your camper and 
spend the weekend. More 
than 100 full hookups 
available. For more infor-
mation, contact the K of C 
Hall at 361-798-2311 or go 
to www.kchall.com.

Former presidential 
press corps speaker to 
headline TSCRA event
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Former White House 
press secretary and Fox 
News host Dana Perino 
will headline the 2023 
Texas & Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Associa-
tion’s annual convention 
and trade expo in down-
town Fort Wort March 
24-26.

The TSCRA, Texas’ larg-
est and oldest livestock 
association based in Tex-
as, made the announce-
ment the final week of 
2022 from its headquar-
ters in the historic Fort 
Worth Stockyard District. 

Former White House 
Press Secretary and Fox 
News host Dana Perino, 
who served as the 26th 
White House Press Sec-
retary under President 
George W. Bush, will 
address how the public 
is affected by the current 

political climate, drawing 
from personal experience 
in politics and her rich 
background in the cattle 
industry. 

In addition to Perino, 
the 2023 Cattle Raisers 
Convention & Expo will 
offer can’t-miss oppor-
tunities for landown-
ers, ranchers, farmers 
and wildlife managers, 
including: 

• More than 30 hours of 
educational programming.

• More than 250 exhibi-
tors inside the expo hall.

• Youth-specific con-
tests and events. 

• Saturday night dinner 
and dance, followed by a 
late-night party.  

Guests can reserve 
their seat to see Perino 
and other well-known 
speakers at the 2023 
Cattle Raisers Convention 
& Expo beginning Jan. 1. 
For more information, 
visit www.cattleraiser-
sconvention.com.

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
The annual Knights of Columbus wild game supper will feature 
prepared crawfish, deer, hog, dove, duck, wild rice, duck 
gumbo, Lavaca County sausage and more.

Find out what all your
friends are talking aboutYOUR YOUR NEWS.

YOUR YOUR WAY. GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on Facebook for easy access to The Gonzales Inquirer!



BY BETTY COHN
Gonzales Inquirer

When children are chubby we 
often give them cute nicknames 
(mommy’s little butterball) or we 
call it “baby fat” that these children 
will outgrow.  We also tell them 
not to worry about what others say 
about their “extra bit of cushion”, 
that it’s important to be a great 
person on the inside, and not worry 
so much about those mean little 
jabs about that double chin or t-shirt 
in the swimming pool. These are 
statements that are both very true 
(those inside good traits fair exceed 
the value of those outside) and yet, 
these statements should be con-
cerning and considered seriously.

There are individuals who never 
experience the act of being referred 
to as overweight, obese, big for your 
size, larger, or, my personal favorite, 
“big-boned”

Weight is a very personal topic, and 
there are many reasons an individual 
can be over a healthy weight because 
of medical causes, but those medical 
explanations are very rare, and more 
often than not, clung to by those wish-
ing to believe that they themselves 
are just destined to be large, or have a 
medical cause for their excess weight 
issues. The more common, and much 
more likely causes involve (1) eating 
more calories than our body expends 
in any given day (calories in/calories 
out, which I will touch on again, in 
a few paragraphs)  (2) eating foods 
high in sugar, fat, or empty calories 
(those grouping of calories that have 
no equivalent nutritional value for the 
calories expended).

Eating is a very personal and 
complex, as well as learned, activity 
and behavior. The act of eating, for 
the majority of humans, is often a 
source of tremendous comfort and 
joy, as well as a sense of what many 
actually feel as “love”.  Sounds odd, 
to many, but yet our society rotates 
around the warm, loving feeling of 
food and the joy that every intake of 
food gives us, both for commercial 
gain and personal feeling of famil-
iarity and warm love.

While there should be no judgment 
on how an individual looks on the 
outside, because we all look different, 
and beauty is dependent on who you 
ask, at any given time or decade, the 
health lurking  beneath the outward 
appearance is the real concern.

Excess weight can mean health 
problems that range from hyperten-
sion, diabetes, heart problems (from 
congestive heart problems, to car-
diomyopathy, to organ failure, even-
tually, created by the overexertion of 
the different functions required to 
sustain your body’s homeostasis, or 
natural state of being.

To wrap this up with a beautiful 
bow, be it a size 4 bow or size 32 
bow, the body requires the ability 
to function at the weight it becomes 
used to sustaining, and to do that, 
each individual must exercise, eat 
properly seek advice from a medical 
provider, and do your best to never 
exceed 20% greater than the recom-
mended weight for your height and 
body frame.

Betty Cohn is a retired registered nurse with 
35 years of experience in the medical field 
in a variety of roles. She will write a semi-

monthly column about medical-related topics 
and welcomes questions and suggestions at 

bospangle@yahoo.com.
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. 
Diverse and varied opinions are welcomed. 
Because of space limitations, we must limit 
all contributors to one letter per person per 
month. Letters of 400 words or less will be 
published unless they contain language or 
content that the editors feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales 
County, from a resident of Gonzales County, or 
in response to a story that appears in print or 
online in The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters 
to be rejected include the following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding 

a group’s or individual’s ethnicity, gender, 
religion, culture, sexual orientation or race.

• Other incendiary language or remarks.
• Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or 
services.

• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond 

general thanks to the community; attempt 
to serve as an advertisement for a company, 
individual or political party; or is submitted in 
lieu of a paid “Thank You” advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, The 
Inquirer does not accept letters to the editor 
urging voters to vote for or against candidates 
in local elections. Endorsements should be 
displayed in political advertising. In light of 

this policy, we reserve the right to reject or 
edit letters for references to candidates and 
whether or not they should be elected. The 
Inquirer will accept letters expressing views on 
bond measures, constitutional amendments 
and other such issues. Letters will not be 
accepted once early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish 
factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the 
newspaper will be published. Letters to a 
third party or those written to more than one 
newspaper are not accepted. “Wallpaper” – 
submissions that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or organization 
– will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. 
Discourse should be civil and people should 
be referred to in a respectful manner. Letters 
referring to news stories should also mention 
the headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer’s street address or route address 
telephone number, which will be used for 
verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul 

Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in 
a digital format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to 
Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.

Letters to the Editor Policy
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Less is heard about trains these 
days, particularly since the 
homegoing of Johnny Cash. He 

always loved train songs. Accounts of 
a single railroad car are even rarer, de-
spite the jump start provided in 1930 
by “The Little Engine That Could,” a 
children’s book.

This piece about Christmas centers 
on a single 1950-model dormitory 
lounge car which trailed behind 
the Santa Fe Super Chief for several 
decades before it was idled in Lake 
Charles, LA.

That’s where the late Donald 
Rassmussen found it 26 years ago. 
He was known as the “quiet founder” 
of ESPN (Entertainment and Sports 
Programming Network). A lifelong 
entrepreneur, he spent several years 
in Brownwood, relocating the railcar 
to a remote area where Camp Bowie 
was operative during World War II….

*****
No doubt residents scratched their 

heads in wonderment about some-
one laying track for one railcar, not to 
mention paying the freight bill. Today, 
its location is still remote, opening as 
the “Classic Car Diner” after a year’s 
renovation. It’s a virtual rural setting, 
with only the junior high school and 
a scattering of industries, homes and 
apartments in the neighborhood.

In 2004, Kim Bruton noticed online 
that the diner was for sale. Weary 
of the corporate world, she and her 
then husband decided to buy it. 
They moved from the Metroplex to 
Brownwood with sons ages one, two 
and five. She has operated it since 
that time, naming it “The Runaway 
Train”. She was divorced in 2006, and 
in 2009, married firefighter Brent Bru-
ton, who is in partnership with her 
in real estate ventures. Together, they 
have five sons, all of whom grew up in 
the café environment.

Kim credits customers with much, 
including her becoming a Christian 
in 2008….

*****
On Christmas Day, 2010, seasonal 

magic began. Kim and the boys no-
ticed that a frequent visitor always 
walked to the diner. He didn’t own an 
automobile, and was on their hearts 
when it was decided to serve free 
meals on Christmas Day, 1-3 p.m. The 
walker--and several other patrons-
-showed up, responding to a home-
made sign on the front door.

“It was a joyous experience, one we 
have repeated annually,” Kim said. 
Crowds grew, with 300 or so now 
claiming free chili Frito pie and ice 
cream. Many who previously were 
“partakers” now are “giver-outers.”

Count her and her family among 
those believing that it is more blessed 
to give than receive….

*****
Kim now focuses largely on “The 

Intermission Bookshop,” her charm-
ing bookstore downtown. It is housed 
in an old movie theater building. 
(Brownwood had eight downtown 
movie houses around 1950.)She’s 
turning over “train” management 
to son Zach, 19, with son Atticus, 
18, alongside. Folks still flock to the 
diner that has original features, plus a 
10-foot extension on one side for the 
kitchen. They’ve shortened operat-
ing hours since COVID. Customers 
still find their way to 3600 Stephen F. 
Austin Blvd. “on purpose.”

Maintaining social distancing 
challenges, but patrons may dine in, 
grab food to go or sit at outdoor picnic 
tables, Christmas Day or whenever….

*****
The community also has a Thanks-

giving Feast each year for whoever 
wants to partake. It was introduced in 
1983 by the late Ronald Gray, Brown-
wood Bulletin publisher, and Harold 
Preston, Howard Payne University 
CFO. Ten years later, Bill Fishback, 
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See NEWBURY, page 15

The following text is a transcription of the enrolled original of the 
Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the Bill of Rights, which 
is on permanent display in the Rotunda at the National Archives 
Museum. The spelling and punctuation reflects the original. 

Amendments I - IV
Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances.

Amendment II
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a 
free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.

Amendment III
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, 
without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized.

U.S. BILL OF RIGHTS



Crazy Weather
What would you do if it 

started raining cats and dogs?

Standards Link: 
Number Sense: 
Students know 

rules of divisibility.

Search through 
the newspaper 
for the following 
numbers:
• Numbers 
 divisible by 2
• Numbers 
 divisible by 3
• Numbers 
 divisible by 5

Look at the two weather puzzles. Which town is most likely to have stormy weather? Use the cold front and 
warm front symbols to help you predict.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students 
understand how to read a weather map.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Students compute sums and 
differences, order numbers from least to greatest.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students understand that weather can be observed and predicted; different conditions affect different results.
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Chill out while you find the two identical snowmen.

Standards Link: Visual discrimination.
Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

WEATHER
FRONTS
SYMBOLS
CONDENSES
STORMS
SNOWMEN
WARM
WATCH
MOISTURE
CHILL
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I’m puzzled, 
Dr. Cicle. 

What are cold 
fronts and 

warm fronts?
Here’s how 

meteorologists 
show a cold 

front on a map.

The cold front 
looks like icicles 

on a string!

This is how 
they show 

a warm 
front.

Good question, Paula! Cold 
fronts and warm fronts are 

something meteorologists— 
scientists who study the 

weather—watch to make 
predictions about the weather.

Oh no! A cold wind 
blew my display about 
weather fronts all apart! 

Luckily, I numbered each 
sentence. Do the math 
problem on each piece. 
Then use the answers to 

put the sentences in order 
from the smallest number 

to the largest.

You choose one snowman. A family member chooses the other. Who can race 
through their maze to reach the scarf �rst?

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Don’t let your advertising
get wiped out by channel surfing. 

Plug into the power of print and online
newspaper advertising today. Newspaper
advertising gets attention, and it gets results.
In fact, 80% of  readers say they look at
advertising when reading their newspaper.
* Statistics published by the Newspaper Association of America from independent researchers.connect with more

potential customers:
call 830-672-2861

to advertise,
in print and online.

 www.gonzalesinquirer.com
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1088 E PIERCE ST 
LULING TX 78648

512-875-5425
lulingchevrolet.com

‘22 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT
52,740 MSRP - 1,000 REBATE - 4875 LC DISC - #22279 CTP UNIT

19 CHEVY CRUZE LT 48K MILES, #22297A.........$20,996
20 CHEVY EQUINOX  30K MILES, #22302A.........$21,995
17 GMC ACADIA DENALI 91K MILES, #23012A.$24,695
21 CHEVY MALIBU LT 61K MILES, #P1788.........$22,898
15 CHEVY SILVERADO LT 97K MILES, #23029A..$22,495
20 JEEP COMPASS TRAILHAWK 62K MILES, #P1774.....$23,977

$6,020
OFF MSRP

$5,875
OFF MSRP

No Dealer Adds or Markups - Just the Sweetest Deal in Texas!

‘22 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2500HD 4x4 LTZ
80610 MSRP - 1000.00 REBATE - 5020 LC DISC  #23035

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

Stop kitchen fires, protect your home
Most home fires start in 
kitchens.

Learn about preventing 
and putting out fires:

• Don’t walk away while 
food is cooking. If you 
have to leave, even for 
a short time, turn off the burner.

• If something catches fire on your stove, cover the 
pan with a lid to smother the flames. Leave the pan 
covered until it’s cool.

• If the fire is in the oven, turn off the heat and don’t 
open the door.

• Never pour flour or water on a cooking fire.

• If you have any doubt about fighting a fire, just don’t. 
Get away by going outdoors. When you leave, close 
doors behind you to help contain the fire. Call 9-1-1 
from outside.

Have a question about insurance? Call the Texas Department 
of Insurance at 800-252-3439 or visit www.tdi.texas.gov.

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

FROM STAFF REPORTS

After a 2019 hurricane 
response mission for the 
Texas National Guard and 
a yearlong stint in Kuwait, 
Bishop Evans thought he 
was done with deploy-
ment. 

But then the 22-year-
old part-time artillery-
man from Arlington was 
called up for border duty. 
He was involuntarily 
mobilized, like thousands 
of other Texas National 
Guard troops, for Gov. 

Greg Abbott’s Operation 
Lone Star. 

He reported to the 
border last spring and 
returned home in a flag-
draped casket.

In April, Evans 
drowned after jumping 
into the Rio Grande to 
save two migrants swept 
away by the current.

Had Evans been on fed-
eral deployment, his fam-
ily would have received 
$100,000 to ease the 
burden of his passing. But 
because he was a Texas 
National Guard member 

deployed on Operation 
Lone Star, serving on 
state active duty, Evans’ 
family didn’t get a dime 
from the state, according 
to a Texas Tribune report 
published Friday, Dec. 
16. 

Now, state lawmakers 
hope to address these 
gaps in coverage during 
the upcoming legisla-
tive session through The 
Bishop Evans Act. 

The bill, filed by Texas 
State Rep. Jared Patter-
son, R-Frisco, and Sen. 
Joan Huffman, R-Hous-

ton, would allow service 
members on state active 
duty to have the same 
access to the state’s death 
benefits as law enforce-
ment officers who die on 
the job. 

If approved, the death 
benefit legislation — 
which failed in the past 
two legislative sessions 
— could be one of the 
most significant changes 
to come out of Operation 
Lone Star. 

Incidentally, a joint 
Tribune/Military Times 
investigation revealed 

that administrative delays 
in purchasing orders kept 
hundreds of pieces of 
water-rescue equipment 
from ever making it to the 
border. 

Jo Ann Johnson, Evans’ 
grandmother, told the 
Tribune that extend-
ing such death benefits 
would help grieving fami-

lies by easing the load of 
what they must take care 
of during difficult times. 

“It changes your life 
when you lose someone,” 
she said. “No matter what 
the financial situation is 
of that family that’s left 
behind, this death benefit 
will help, it will definitely 
help.”

Lawmakers push for Texas National Guard death benefits

SWEARING IN

CONTRIBUTED
Gonzales County Judge Pat Davis, left, swears in Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Jesse Almaraz 
for another term in the latter’s courtroom on Monday, Jan. 2. 

CONTRIBUTED
Gonzales County Judge Pat Davis swears in County Surveyor Seth Fullilove for another term at 
the Gonzales County Courthouse on Monday, Jan. 2.

CONTRIBUTED
District Judge William Old III swore in 
Gonzales County Clerk Lona Ackman to 
another term on Sunday, Jan. 1, in the 
District Courtroom at the Gonzales County 
Courthouse.

CONTRIBUTED
District Judge William Old III swore in Gonzales 
County Treasurer Sheryl Barborak to another 
term on Sunday, Jan. 1, in the District Courtroom 
at the Gonzales County Courthouse.

CONTRIBUTED
District Judge William Old III swore in 
Gonzales County Precinct 4 JP Darryl Becker 
to another term on Sunday, Jan. 1, in the 
District Courtroom at the Gonzales County 
Courthouse.

CONTRIBUTED
District Judge William Old III swore in Gonzales 
County Precinct 1 JP Deidra Voigt to another 
term on Sunday, Jan. 1, in the District 
Courtroom at the Gonzales County Courthouse.

CONTRIBUTED
District Judge William Old III swore in 
Gonzales County Sheriff Keith Schmidt to 
serve out the remainder of an unexpired term 
on Sunday, Jan. 1, in the District Courtroom at 
the Gonzales County Courthouse.

CONTRIBUTED
District Judge William Old III swore in Gonzales 
County Judge Pat Davis to another term on 
Sunday, Jan. 1, in the District Courtroom at the 
Gonzales County Courthouse.



622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 
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FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 
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Howdy folks, and Happy 
New Year! Congratulations, 
‘cause if your reading this 
you’ve made it into 2023, and 
as a neighbor recently re-
minded me, any day you wake 
up on this side of the dirt... is a 
good day. Being as I’m look-
ing forward to seeing Heaven 
some day, I have to assume 
that that’ll even be a better 
one, but for now, daylight’s-a-
burnin’. 

It seems it wasn’t all that 
long ago that the artist Prince 
was singing “They say 2000-00 
party over, oops out of time, 
so tonight I’m gonna party 
like it’s 1999.” After moving 
to the country (just in case), I 
remember our family stand-
ing outside at midnight, New 
Years Eve 1999, flashlights 
in hand, waiting to see if the 
lights would go out as the 
threat of Y2K loomed over our 
heads. Very curious and a little 
anxious, we awaited the stroke 
of midnight. Here it comes, 
wait for it - wait for it - and; 
nope, lights still on, time for 
some hot chocolate with extra 
marshmallows! As humanity 

goes, we’ve always feared “The 
End of the World as We Know 
It” (R.E.M. 1987) by whatever 
means. Yet, here we are, still 
chugging along. It seems as 
though life is a constant roller 
coaster of ups and downs. Up 
we go - down we go - up we 
go...you get the picture. So, 
enjoy the peaks as much as 
possible, and get through the 
valleys as best you can, ‘cause 
the next peak may just be a 
doozy! 

Due to work and family con-
straints, our family couldn’t all 
get together for the holidays 
this year, but was able to spend 
time with most of them earlier 
in the month. Christmas for 
me was quiet, and kind of 
sad, as I had just lost my dad 
in November. On top of that, 
Taffy, a Jack Russell Terrier; 
my best little friend and only 
constant companion since 

loosing Eloise, passed away 
from congestive heart failure 
two weeks ago. If your not an 
“animal person” you probably 
won’t understand, but I can 
assure you the loss is very real, 
as any animal lover can attest 
to. Whether sleeping next to 
my bed on her large pillow 
and snoring up a storm, lay-
ing her head in my lap as we 
watched TV together, chasing 
me around the yard, or bark-
ing at my voice activated disco 
lights, she has left yet another 
vacancy in my life that can’t be 
replaced.

Fully realizing that there 
are millions of people that 
have suffered way more than 
I have, my prayers of peace 
and strength go out to them 
on a daily basis. After loosing 
Eloise, my dad, situations and 
twelve close pets, all loved 
more than words can express, 
it was time for yet another 
“Come to Jesus” meeting. I 
literally asked Christ to give 
me a reprieve from this grief 
tsunami. On the average, that’s 
a significant loss every three 
and a half months over the last 

four and a half years...enough 
already. I explained to God (as 
if he didn’t already know?), 
that if I’m to finish out my time 
here on earth trying to some-
how encourage people, I need 
to be able to catch my breath if 
I’m to move forward. Feeling a 
little baby seal-ish, beat down 
and thrown into the sea, only 
to be hit by another wave ev-
ery time I come up for air, well, 
let’s just say...I ain’t done yet. 
God has brought me this far 

and won’t abandon me now, 
as the vision he’s put inside 
me has yet to be completed. 
When we rely on God...we can 
rely on God!

So, regardless of the strug-
gles we’ve encountered in the 
past, we owe it to God and 
ourselves to dust off our feet 
on the welcome mat entering 
into 2023, press on, and be 
determined to have a...Happy 
New Year!

Love you guys, Eric.

Welcome to 2023Welcome to 2023
ERIC 

ESTES
Love, Eric 
and Eloise
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HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

GONZALES
INQUIRER

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 

Inquirer!Inquirer!

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 

Inquirer!Inquirer!

850
HELP WANTED

020
SPECIAL NOTICES

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

055
ESTATE SALES

055
ESTATE SALES

850
HELP WANTED

190
LAWN, GARDEN
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SUBSCRIBE!
830-672-2861

850
HELP WANTED

TEXAN NURS-
ING & Rehab  is 
looking for Di-
etary  Aides and 
Cooks.. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

TEXAN NURS-
ING & Rehab  is 
now hiring for 
Laundry Depart-
ment.. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the Fall 2022 

semester for the clinical setting 

of the ADN and VN Nursing 

Programs.  Adjunct Instructors are 

needed at our Victoria campus as 

well as in the Gonzales, Cuero, 

and Hallettsville locations.  For 

more information and to apply 

go to www.victoriacollege.edu 

and click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

Advertising Sales
Representative

The Gonzales Inquirer is seeking a motivated individual to assist 
with advertising sales across our print, digital and social media 
platforms.
We are an award-winning weekly community newspaper in 
Gonzales County, where the fight for Texas Independence began. 
We are also one of the oldest continually published newspapers 
in the state with editions dating back to 1860. We publish daily 
online and have a weekly print newspaper as well as a variety of 
magazine and special promotional products.
While we are very proud of our newspaper’s history, not to
mention the history of our community - we ARE where the 
phrase, ‘Come & Take It’ originated - we are also proud of our 
future and want the right person to help us take our newspaper to 
the next level.
We are looking for the right person to sell advertising for us in 
a full-time position. We offer a competitive performance-based 
compensation plan, including base pay plus commissions
Successful candidates have good earning potential, plus we also 
offer top-notch benefits, including health insurance.
RESPONSIBILITIES
• Partner with businesses within our communities to help them
   with their advertising, marketing and branding needs
• Contact businesses via phone and email
• Provide excellent customer service
• Collaborate with fellow team members both in-person and
   virtually
• Process paperwork 
• Accomplish project and monthly sales goals
• Build and nurture relationships with customers and potential
   customers
QUALIFICATIONS
• Strong verbal, phone and written communication skills
• Reliable transportation
• Computer-literate
• Self-motivated, competitive attitude
• Experience with Microsoft Office software, in particular
   Outlook, Word and Excel
• Comfortable making phone calls to prospective customers
• Ability to thrive, multi-task and be flexible in a fast-paced,
   deadline-oriented environment
NICE TO HAVE
• Business to business sales experience — a plus, but can train the
   right candidate
• Use of various social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter,
   Instagram, etc.)
• Knowledgeable of Gonzales County and its communities
The Gonzales Inquirer is part of Fenice Community Media, a 
progressive group of Texas community newspapers that prefers 
to promote from within. If you’re ready for an exciting job where 
there’s always something new happening, please apply!

622 St. Paul St. • Gonzales, TX 78629
lew.cohn@gonzalesinquirer.com

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Trade your unwanted 
items for fast cash with 

the Classifi eds.

P.O. Box 616
622 N. St. Paul

Gonzales, TX 78629

GONZALES 
INQUIRER

CLASSIFIEDS

RIGHT
ON THE 
MONEY!

The Classifi eds

PLACE YOUR
AD TODAY

830-672-2861
publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com

FREE: BIG 
A Q U A R I U M , 
twin size bed with 
rails, box springs, 
mattress, head-
board, walker 
with wheels, 2 
boxes of dolls, 
pots and pans 
and kittens. Lots 
of other stuff. Call 
830-339-1392 for 
more information.

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

501 St. James | Gonzales TX 78629
Office: 830–519–4132

DeLanna Allen: 830–857–0222
Meagan Campion: 830–857–5700

Caitlyn Boscamp: 830-203-0910
Heather Rodriguez: 830-351-0174

Esther Pena: 830-305-5288
Somer Simon: 281-690-6003
Jimmy Tuma: 210-387-8862
Mindy Hinds 361-350-6662

firstshotrealestate@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL:COMMERCIAL:
2926 E Hwy 97, Gonzales, 1,056 sqft, 31.27 
acres, $575,000
3457 US Hwy 90A, Gonzales, 1,500 sqft,  
Built 1960, $200,000
Hwy 87 W 3 Colleys Street S, Smiley, Built 
2018, 3168 sqft, $139,000
2212 Harwood Road, Gonzales, 3+ acres, 
9,000 sqft, $550,000

LAND:LAND:
1109 Robertson Street, Gonzales LOT, 
$17,500
0 Hackberry Street, Flatonia, 1.2+ acres, 
$72,500
4507 Outpost Trace, Lago Vista, .321 acres, 
$75,000
824 W Hwy 90, Waelder, 16.6+ acres, 
$350,000

5871 CR 240, Waelder, 14.14 acres, 
$199,900

RESIDENTIAL:RESIDENTIAL:
2869 FM 2091, Gonzales, 4 bdrm, 3 ba, Built 
1980, 5.2+ acres, 2528 sqft, $425,000
424 Saint Peter Street, Gonzales, 5 bdrm, 3 
ba, 2 story, Built 1838, 7,353 sqft, $350,000
117 E Newman Street, Cuero, 5 bdrm, 4 ba, 
Built 1960, 2844 sqft, $134,500
1555 FM 2543, Yoakum, 3 bdrm, 2 ba, Built 
2011, 4.5+ acres, 2831 sqft, $775,000
511 W Hugo Street, Yoakum, 3 bdrm, 2 ba, 
Built 1930, 1896 sqft, $190,000
810 Larry Drive, Gonzales, 4 bdrm, 3 ba, 
Built 1975, 2184 sqft, $280,000
206 N Garden Avenue, Nixon, 3 bdrm, 2 ba, 
Built 1960, 1444 sqft, $175,000
1428 Saint Pter Street, Gonzales, 3 bdrm, 2 
ba, Built 1898, 2716 sqft, $360,000

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

LAST Whiteleghorn Sale
MAKE OFFER or FREE 

Sunday January 8, 2023
from 9a-4p

14297 Us Highway 87 N
in Westhoff, TX 77994

No early birds, prices given
prior OR presales!

Follow:
www.facebook.com/comeandorganizeit

for updates and photos

HELP US CLEAR THIS GEM! Take a 
Sunday drive out to Westhoff and see 

what you might need. Remaining items 
in the famous Whiteleghorn Cafe are 

up for grabs.

MARIO BERMEA 
TREE SERVICE 
Home-830-587-
6235 or Cell 512-
923-4650.  IN-
SURED. Over 30 
years experience. 
S p e c i a l i z i n g 
in: Residential, 
Ranch and Riv-
erfront Tree Trim-
ming & Removal. 

City of Smiley is accepting applications for the position of Smiley City Marshal. This is
an appointed position. The person appointed to serve as the Municipal Marshal shall
faithfully perform the powers and duties specifically prescribed by Section 341.021 of
the Texas Local Government Code in addition to the following essentials duties and
hereby prescribed:

1. Develop policies and procedures mandated by law, to ensure efficient operations of 
the Municipal Marshal’s office, and to implement directives from the City Council and 
Mayor.
2. Supervise and coordinate the preparation of an annual budget for the Municipal 
Marshal’s office and direct the implementation of the office budget.
3. Hire, coordinate, supervise and manage staff for the Municipal Marshal’s office to 
include deputy marshals and support staff based on city needs and budget constraints.
4. Personally meet and ensure that each deputy marshal meets the TCLEOSE.
5. Coordinate and supervise the training, assignment and development of all Municipal 
Marshal’s office staff.
6. Serve as court bailiff in the Municipal Court and duties incident thereto.
7. Attend regular and special City Council meetings and other official City meetings as 
directed by the Mayor.
8. Prepare and submit periodic reports to the Mayor upon request and prepare a variety 
of other reports as appropriate.
9. Attend and/or designate staff to attend conferences and meetings to keep abreast of 
current laws and legislation regarding local law enforcement.
10. Perform the duties of subordinate personnel as needed.
11. Analyze, review specifications, plan for and recommend improvements to equipment 
and facilities, as needed.
12. Participate in various City and County law enforcement committees, as available.
13. Performance of such other duties as are delegated by the City Mayor.

As are all employees of the City of Smiley, Texas the Municipal Marshal and all deputies 
shall abide by and be subject to all City of Smiley personnel policies.

Kindly send resumes to the attention of Mayor/City Manager Lisa Benavidez, P.O. Box 
189, Smiley, Texas 78159. This is a part-time position. Must be Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement Standards and Education (TCLOSE) certified. Resumes accepted through 
January 12th, 2022.

Surgery: 
Certified Scrub Technician or 
L.V.N. – full-time.  Experience 
required.  Rotating call.  Full 
benefits.  Competitive salary. 

Apply online only at
www.yoakumhospital.org
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December 29 
Puzzle Answers

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS

County of Gonzales

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. 
If you or your attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this 
citation by 10:00 am on the Monday next following the expiration of 42 days after 
the date this citation was issued, a default judgment may be taken against you.”

To: HEIRS AT LAW OF MILTON RAY LACKEY, DECEASED

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear before the 2nd 25th Judicial
District Court of Gonzales County, Texas in the Courthouse in the City of
Gonzales, Texas at or before 10:00 o’clock A.M. Monday, the 30th day of
January, 2023 being the Monday next after the expiration of forty-two days after 
this citation is issued,, and you are hereby required then and there to appear and 
file written answer to the Petition, filed in said Court on August 5, 2022, in suit 
numbered 28,325 on the docket of said court, wherein The Veterans Land Board 
of the State of Texas, Plaintiff, v. Milton Ray Lackey and the Heirs at Law of Milton 
Ray Lackey, Deceased, Defendants.

The Petition seeks an order to foreclose the lien on the property and assert 
a claim to the property located at 1434 Saint Andrew Street, Gonzales, 
TX 78629 and legally described as: Being All That Certain Tract Of 0.228 
Acres of Land, More Or Less, Lying And Being All Situated In Gonzales 
County, Texas, Being Part Of Lot No. 7, Tier No. 2, East Of Water Street, 
In The Original Outer Town Of Gonzales, And More Particularly Being
Part Of That Certain Tract Described In Warranty Deed Dated
November 6, 1961. Executed By Elizabeth L. Lewis Et. Al. To Arnold Jones
Recorded In Volume 327, Page 414, Of The Gonzales County Deed
Records, And The Particular Portion There Of Hereby Intended To Be 
Conveyed Is Described By Metes And Bounds As Follows To Wit:

Beginning At A 5/8 Inch Iron Rod Found At The Northeast Corner Of
That Certain Tract Described To Warranty Deed Dated June 11, 1990,
Executed By Vivian Jones Hunt to A.B. Allen, Jr., Recorded In Volume 
654, Page 343, Of The Official Records Of Gonzales County, Texas, And In 
The South Line Of The Abandoned Southern Pacific Railroad Tract, And 
In The North Line Of Said Jones Tract For The Northwest Corner Of This 
Tract Or Parcel Of Land Hereby Intended To Be Described: 
Thence North 88˚ 39’ 24” East 95.67 Feet With The South Line of
Said Abandoned Southern Pacific Tract, And The North Line Of Said 
Jones Tract To A 5/8 Inch Iron Road Found In The South Line Of Said 
Abandoned Southern Pacific Railroad Tract, And In The West Line Of 
Clark Street, And At The Northeast Corner Of Said Jones Tract For The 
Northeast Corner Of This Tract Or Parcel Of Land Hereby Intended To 
Be Described:

Thence South 20˚ 00’ 00” East 91.73 Feet With The Cast Line Of Said Jones 
Tract, And The West Line Of Said Clark Street To A 6/8 Inch Iron Rod 
Found In Said Lines, And At The Northeast Corner Of That Certain Tract 
Described In Warranty Deed Dated January 3, 2002.  Executed By Arnold 
Guerra Et Us., To Sergio Leon Et. Al, Recorded In Volume  860, Page 519, 
Of The Official Records Of Gonzales County. For The Southeast Corner 
Of This Tract Or Parcel Of Land Hereby Intended To Be Described:

Thence South 71˚ 45’ 36” West 96.42 Feet And Entering Said Jones Tract 
With The North Line Of Said Leon Tract To A 5/8 Inch Iron Rod Found At 
The Northwest Corner Of Said Leon Tract, And In The Cast Line Of Said 
Allen Tract For The Southwest Corner Of This Tract Or Parcel Of Land 
Hereby Intended To Be Described:

Thence North 17˚ 15’ 00” West 119.51 Feet With The East Line Of Said 
Allen Tract To The Place Of Beginning, Containing Within Said Bounds 
0.228 Of An Acre Of Land, More Or Less.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID COURT at Gonzales, Texas 
this 16th day of December, 2022:

Issued at the request of: Gina R. Boul
Address: 13105 Northwest Freeway, Suite 960, Houston, TX 77040

Janice Sutton, District Clerk
Gonzales County, Texas
414 St. Joseph Street; Suite 300
Gonzales, Texas 78629

By: _______________________________

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply
Is now hiring for

Yard Hand/Customer Service
Forklift experience required.

Must be dependable.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls
We now off er Health Insurance

JOIN OUR TEAM
OF QUALITY

PROFESSIONALS!
R.N. Charge – full-time and/or regular part-time.  Emergency 
Department.  Night shift.  ACLS, PALS & TNCC certifications required.  
Minimum one year experience preferred.  Sign on bonus available 
with full-time agreement.  Full benefits available.  Competitive salary. 

R.N.s/L.V.N.s – full-time.  Med-Surg.  Night shift.  Minimum one year 
experience preferred.  Full benefits available.  Competitive salary.

R.N.s Charge – prn (as needed).  Emergency Department.  Night 
shift.  ACLS, PALS & TNCC certifications required.  Minimum one 
year experience preferred.  Competitive salary.

R.N.s Charge – prn (as needed).  ICU.  Day & night shifts.  ACLS and 
PALS certifications required.  Minimum one year experience preferred.  
Competitive salary.

R.N.s/L.V.N.s – prn (as needed).  Med-Surg.  Night shift.  Minimum 
one year experience preferred.  Competitive salary.

CALL TO DISCUSS OUR SIGN-ON BONUS FOR
FULL-TIME POSITIONS!  361-293-2321, extension 108

Apply online at www.yoakumhospital.org
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

NOTICE OF PERMIT
APPLICATION

FOR IRRIGATION WELL
Filed By

EP Valley Investments

EP Valley Investments 1800 Lee Trevino, Suite 201, El 
Paso, Texas has submitted an application for a permit to 
the Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation 
District (GCUWCD) to drill new irrigation water well not 
to exceed 250 ac-ft per year. The proposed well is located 
approximately 6 miles west of the community of Waelder, 
6.7 miles east of the community of Harwood at the
intersection of State Highway 90 and State Highway 304 in 
Gonzales County. The well will produce from the Carrizo 
City Aquifer.

The GCUWCD Rules in effect at the time of this permit
application submittal are the April 14, 2020 Rules. Permit
notice and hearing procedures are included in Rule 24.
Copies of the GCUWCD’s April 14, 2020 rules are
available at the GCUWCD office located at 522 Saint
Matthew Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629 or online at the
GCUWCD website www.gcuwcd.org . The GCUWCD 
phone number is 830-672-1047.

Interested persons may provide written comments to the
GCUWCD on the proposed irrigation well aggregate
permit application. Written comments should be filed
within thirty (30) days of the date of publication of this
notice and in accordance with Rule 24 of the rules of the
GCUWCD. Comments should be submitted to the
GCUWCD’s General Manager at 522 Saint Matthew Street,
P.O. Box 1919, Gonzales, Texas 78629.

Where no comments are received by the District and the
General Manager determines the application meets all
relevant District rules, a public hearing is not required and 
the Board may act on the permit application at a Board 
meeting.
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45th Annual
Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 

January 21, 2023 • 12:00 Noon
El Campo Livestock Exchange, El Campo, TX

100 Bulls • 250 FEMAlEs
www.cattlemansale.com

   Adrian Knight     Kelly Conley  Colt Adams 
   TX Lic #11102    TX Lic #9558     TX Lic #17836
    903-452-7591    903-850-3449     361-920-1618

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

TexSCAN Week of 
Jan. 1-7, 2023

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in 
Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher, 
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South 
Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties - whitetail, 
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde – whitetail, 
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 
cattlemansale.com.

VACATIONS/TOURS
Bob’s Baseball Tours – DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 
Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023, home games at Washington 
Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston Red Sox. East Coast 
Tour: Aug. 18-27, 2023, home games at Yankees, Red 
Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, Mets & Little League 
World Series. Tours include sightseeing, motor coach 
transportation and hotels/game tickets. Call or Text 
507-217-1326.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 
1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.



BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches 
snapped a six-game losing streak 
with a 52-35 win over San Anto-
nio Kennedy Tuesday, Jan. 3 and 
earned their first district win of 
the season in the process. 

The Lady Apaches rebounded 
from losses to San Antonio Fox 
Tech and La Vernia in the first two 
district matches of the season. 

Head girls basketball coach 
Dana Sestak said she and her 
team were so happy to get that 
first district win against Kennedy 
and worked very hard to get to 
this point in the third district 
game. 

“We’ve really battled a lot. 
We’ve battled a lot of injuries, 
we’ve battled different rotations 
every time we play, but we don’t 
want to use that as excuses,” Ses-
tak said.

“It’s one of those things that 
you have to get over the hump. 
And once you finally get over the 
hump, we’ll have a little bit of 
confidence in ourselves, a little bit 
of belief that we can actually play 
hard and win,” Sestak added. 

SPORTS
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FROM STAFF REPORTS
The Gonzales Apaches 

varsity basketball squad 
came up short in a 50-47 
loss to San Antonio John 
F. Kennedy Tuesday, Jan. 
3 on the road. 

The Apaches led most 
of the game. However, 
during the final two min-

utes of the game, Ken-
nedy went on a 11-4 run 
to snatch a victory from 
Gonzales’ grasp.

Gonzales will get back 
on the road into San 
Antonio again as they 
face the San Antonio 
Memorial Minutemen on 
Tuesday, Jan. 10. 

Tip off is set for 6:30 p.m.

Apaches fall to JFK in 
second district game

Apaches drop district opener to La Vernia
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches and the La 
Vernia Bears kicked off district play 
at Apache Gymnasium Friday, Dec. 
30.

The Apaches dropped their dis-
trict opener, 64-46, against La Ver-
nia after starting off strong against 
the Bears.

Gonzales continues to deal with 
problems of starting off strong and 
not finishing all four quarters of 
game. 

“We play well in the first two 
quarters and we talked about we’ve 
got to have three, hopefully four 
good quarters, but it’s just one of 
those things that we’ve got to watch 
film and we’ve just got to make 
adjustments and try to find different 
pieces that kind of fit those things 
that were lacking in those areas,” 
Gonzales head basketball coach 
Matthew Hart said. 

Hart and the Apaches hope to 
have their full strength in their 
match against San Antonio Ken-
nedy Tuesday, Jan. 3. See separate 
story on this page.

Hart said during the last couple 
of games they didn’t have their full 
team together for the Pleasanton 
game and the Shulenburg tourna-
ment. 

“It’ll be good to see all them 
together and have different scoring 
options that we’ll have. I think it’d 
be really good and, again, I think it’s 
going to be that spark that we need 
because we got guys that can come 
in here and score the basketball,” 
Hart said. 

The Apaches will face a Kennedy 
team that is coached very well, Hart 
said. 

“They’ve got a lot of good guards. 
They’re not the tallest team in the 
world, but they’ve got a good point 
guard that can handle the ball. He 
can pass and can shoot, so we’ve got 
to figure out what we can do to slow 
him down so that we can slow that 
team down,” Hart said. 

Lady Apaches earn first district 
win of the season against JFK

Above: Apaches 
senior guard 
Angel Martinez 
(4) dribbles the 
ball against a 
Bears defender 
inside La 
Vernia’s paint 
with junior 
forward Ryder 
McGehee (13) 
Friday, Dec. 
30, at home. 
Apaches junior 
guard Weston 
Ruddock (2) 
shoots the ball 
towards La 
Vernia’s basket 
Friday, Dec. 30.

PHOTOS BY  
VANDY VAN EPPS

VANDY VAN EPPS
Junior Sydney McCray (3) possesses the ball for the Lady 
Apaches with senior Carlee Ramos (35) against the La Vernia 
Lady Bears Saturday, Dec. 31.

Bears stall Lady 
Apaches’ offense
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady 
Apaches lost their 
second straight district 
game, 79-33, against the 
La Vernia Lady Bears on 
the road Saturday, Dec. 
31, to close out 2022. 

Gonzales struggled 
offensively, scoring 12 
points in the first half 
against a tough La Ver-
nia team.

“They’re a very tal-
ented team and they’ve 
got a lot of depth and 
they shoot the ball re-
ally well,” Lady Apaches 
head basketball Dana 
Sestak said. “So it’s very 
frustrating because I 
thought we did a really 
nice job on defense, but 
they’ve just got some 
players who can hit the 
shots.” 

Gonzales made some 
adjustments in second 
half, and Sestak said 
they talked about effort 

and trying to contain 
the paint and not let La 
Vernia score inside. 

“We adjusted our 
press break just a little 
bit to take a little bit of 
pressure off of us and it 
helped. We did a better 
job of running our lanes 
in the second half. And 
we got a little bit better,” 
Sestak said. 

The Lady Apaches 
played San Antonio 
Kennedy Tuesday, Jan. 
2. See separate story on 
this page.

Sestak said every team 
they have lost to will 
make her team work 
much harder everyday, 
especially against Ken-
nedy. 

“Each game is impor-
tant, and we’re looking 
forward, rather than 
looking backwards. We 
can’t do anything about 
today’s game, but we can 
learn from it and that’s 
what we’re definitely go-
ing to do.” Sestak said.

Lady Apaches lose in thriller against Fox Tech
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches 
kicked off district with a thriller 
against San Antonio Fox Tech at 
home Thursday, Dec. 29. 

The Lady Apaches fell to Fox 
Tech, 47-43, in the final minutes 
of the game after starting strong 
in the first quarter with a 17-4 
lead.

Lady Apaches head basketball 
coach Dana Sestak said it was 
a good fast-paced game for her 

team against Fox Tech, but their 
shooting percentage was off. 

“We just have to keep working 
to get better, we’re not talking, 
we’re not blocking out. And those 
are important things, whenever 
you play against teams that takes 
as many shots as they do,” Sestak 
said

“We need to be able to take 
the long shot and let our inside 
people clear off the backboard,” 
Sestak added. 

Entering the second quarter, 
VANDY VAN EPPS

Sophomore Kilee Schwausch (5) holds 
the ball on the San Antonio Fox Tech 
side of the court Thursday, Dec. 29.

See WIN, page 11

See GONZALES, page 11

Junior Sydney 
McCray (3) tips 
the game off for 
the Lady Apaches 
against San Antonio 
Kennedy Tuesday, 
Jan 3. 

VANDY VAN EPPS
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The Lady Apaches kept out 
of foul trouble with less than 10 
versus Kennedy’s 16 fouls during 
the whole game. 

Sestak said it shows growth 
from her team, not committing 
too many fouls against Kennedy, 
and she added that’s the first 
thing “in the beginning of the 
game” to not make easy fouls. 

Sophomore Bella Aguero con-
tributed to the offense and she 
said it’s always good to pass the 
basketball to her teammates and 
vice versa. 

Aguero said she loves to pass 
the ball when her teammates are 
on fire and able to execute what 
they have been preaching about. 

The Lady Apaches will have a 
bye this Friday and will host San 
Antonio Memorial Tuesday, Jan. 
10, and they’ve already started 
looking at film. 

“So we’re going to try to 

mimic some of the things that 
they do, so that when we see it, 
it’s not new. So we’ll just spend 
a little bit more time watching 
film on us to see the things that 
we need to do better,” Sestak 
said.

“Then we’ll focus a bit on Me-
morial, but I think our biggest 

key right now has got to be to 
just focus on ourselves,” Sestak 
continued. 

The Lady Apaches will be 
back on their district schedule 
Tuesday, Jan. 10 against the San 
Antonio Memorial Minutewom-
en at home. 

Tip off is set for 6:30 p.m.

WIN 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

GONZALES 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

the Lady Apaches led 17-4, but 
Fox Tech tied the game with a 
13-0 run over Gonzales. 

Sestak said Fox Tech made 
their adjustments and her team 

didn’t make the adjustments 
against them. 

The Lady Apaches faced the 
La Vernia Bears Saturday, Dec. 
31. See separate story on this 

page.
Sestak said her team will go 

back to work on the small things 
that are hurting them and start 
building their foundation. 

STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Mus-
tangs got back to district 
play with a 45-40 home 
win over the Cole Cougars 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 at home. 

The Mustangs improved 

to 14-3 on the year and 
moved to 1-1 in district. 

Nixon-Smiley will hit the 
road Friday, Jan. 6 as they 
face the Luling Eagles in 
the third district game of 
the season. 

Tip off in Luling is set for 
7:30 p.m. 

Mustangs earn their first 
district win over Cole

Mustangs, Lady Mustangs finish 2nd in home tournament

VANDY VAN EPPS
Freshmen Isabella Ikard, of the Lady Apaches, goes on defense against San 
Antonio Kennedy player Tuesday, Jan. 3.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Nixon-Smiley Lady 
Mustangs celebrated one 
of their own during the 
Cole game Tuesday, Jan. 3 
at home.

Senior Madeline “Mady” 
Velasquez went over 1,000 
points in her fourth year on 
the varsity team and was 
honored by her teammates, 
coaches and Nixon-Smiley 
fans during the second 
quarter of the Cole game.

The Lady Mustangs fell 
to Cole, 28-27, dropping to 
0-3 in district play.

Nixon-Smiley will hit the 
road Friday, Jan. 6 to face 
the Luling Lady Eagles.

Tip off is set for 6:15 p.m.

Velasquez reaches 
1,000 career points

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley varsity 
basketball teams closed out 2022 
with their third annual Nixon-
Smiley Holiday Invitational 
Wednesday, Dec. 28 to Thursday, 
Dec. 29.

The Mustangs and Lady Mus-
tangs started strong in day one 
of the tournament; the Mustangs 
defeated Sacred Heart, 56-29, 
and Jourdanton, 41-25, and the 
Lady Mustangs beaten Karnes 
City, 32-25, and Three Rivers, 
35-27.

Both head coaches, Carlton 
McKinney and Jordan Estrada, 
were excited about hosting the 
tournament and how much it 
has grown over the last three 
seasons.

“We’ve done a really good job. 
We kept it in one gym for the 
first two years and this year the 
coaches wanted to expand it,” 
McKinney said. “So we added 
three more teams on the boys 
side, three more on the girls side. 
It’s gonna be a lot more competi-
tive, which it’s a great opportu-
nity [for the team].”

After the Karnes City game, 
Estrada said she looked forward 
to facing good competition in 
the tournament, especially an 
opportunity to get some of the 
younger players on the court.

The varsity teams would clinch 
a spot in the tournament cham-
pionship game beating Rice 
Consolidated in both the boys 
and girls bracket.

The Lady Mustangs would lose 
to Sacred Heart, 54-35, and the 
Mustangs fell to Hondo, 66-52, 
and finished second in their 
respective brackets.

Ayanna Corpus, Kendall 
Amaya, Mady Velasquez, Braxton 
Regalado, Bradyn Martinez, and 
Carl White were named to the 
Nixon-Smiley all-tournament 
team.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Lady Mustangs Sophomore Kaylie Morin (15) squares off against a Three Rivers 
defender Wednesday, Dec. 28, in the Nixon-Smiley middle school gym.

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady 
Apaches kicked off their soc-
cer season opener at home 
against the Victoria East 
Lady Titans Tuesday, Jan. 3. 

The Lady Apaches fell 
to the Lady Titans, 3-1, 
but despite the loss, head 
girls soccer coach Shantael 
Trimm said she was utilizing 
skills that her team has been 
working on at practice, she 
said. 

“We have seen an incred-
ible amount of improvement 
from these girls, so we're 
really proud of them. There's 
still some things we need to 
tweak before we get into our 
district games,” Trimm said. 

“This is perfect opportu-
nity in these games. These 
tournaments that we have 
coming up this weekend, 
and next week are the 
perfect opportunity for us 
to experiment a little bit 
and clean up our mistake,” 
Trimm continued. 

The Lady Apaches pre-
vented the shutout, scoring 
their only goal of the game 
in the second half. 

Trimm said scoring that 
goal was an important thing 
for her players and for their 
morale.

“No, we weren't at 100%, 
but I'm so proud of the effort 
that they gave. And I know 

that was a little morale boost 
because we need to work on 
not being down and then 
hanging our heads and giv-
ing up,” Trimm said. 

The Lady Apaches will 
travel to Steele High School 
for their first tournament of 
the season, and hope they 
will get some experience 
when facing the tough com-
petition. 

“We've actually scheduled 
our pre-district games and 
our scrimmages against 
some really competitive 

teams from schools and dis-
tricts who are ranked higher 
than us specifically for 
that, so that we have these 
challenges. If we're com-
ing out, and we're having 
these practice games against 
opponents who are below 
where we are, that's not 
good practice for us,” Trimm 
said. 

Gonzales travels to Steele 
Thursday, Jan. 5; and will 
face East Central, Peiper 
and Gregory Portland in the 
tournament. 

Lady Apaches fall to Titans in opener

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzale Apaches have a 
lot to work on after losing their 
opener, 7-0, against the Victoria 
West Warriors at home Tuesday, 
Jan 3. 

The Apaches allowed three 
goals from the Warriors in the 
first half and their troubles con-
tinued with four more goals in 
the second half. 

Apaches head soccer coach 
Shea Seip said his team started 
off slow against Victoria West. 
He told them if they started off 
slow, it would not be good. 

“We’ve got to get out of this 
funk because we come out slow. 
Then we get down at halftime 

and then we have to come up 
and we need to be the aggres-
sors,” Seip said. 

The Apaches are a young team, 
many of whom are playing varsity 
for the first time. Heading into the 
La Grange tournament, they have 
to learn it’s a fast-paced game.

“They’re going to learn they 
can’t come out slow [heading into 
tournament season in La Grange]. 
They’re going to learn that every-
thing is fast-paced and everything 
that we do has to have a certain 
intensity,” Seip said. 

Gonzales kicks off the tourna-
ment season in La Grange on 
Thursday, Jan. 5 through Satur-
day, Jan. 7; they’ll face La Grange, 
Sealy, Manor New Tech, Corpus 
Christi London, and Bandera.

Apaches lose opener to Warriors
VANDY VAN EPPS

Senior Nancy Nino (17) kicks the ball to sophomore Bella Aguero in the 
home opener against the Victoria East Lady Titans Tuesday, Jan. 3.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Lady Mustangs head basketball 
coach Jordan congratulates 
Mady Velasquez for scoring 
1000 career points.

Mustangs Senior 
forward Braxton 
Regalado dunks 
the ball in to 
Sacred Hearts 
basketball in the 
Nixon-Smiley 
Tournament 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 28.

VANDY VAN EPPS
Apaches Miguel Ramos (6) battles with a Victoria West player during Tuesday, 
Jan. 3 match up.



SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Director Tanya N. Garfield of the U.S. Small 

Business Administration’s Disaster Field Op-
erations Center-West reminded Texas small 
nonfarm businesses of the deadline dates 
to apply for an SBA federal disaster loan for 
economic injury. These low-interest loans are 
to offset economic losses because of reduced 
revenues caused by drought in the following 
primary counties.

The deadline for declaration number 
17481, which includes Gonzales County and 
is related to drought as of April 5, 2022, is Jan. 
31, 2023.

According to Garfield, small nonfarm 
businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, 
small businesses engaged in aquaculture and 
most private nonprofit organizations of any 
size may apply for Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans of up to $2 million to help meet work-
ing capital needs caused by the disasters. 
“Economic Injury Disaster Loans may be 
used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts pay-
able and other bills that cannot be paid be-
cause of the disasters’ impact,” said Garfield.

“SBA eligibility covers both the economic 
impacts on businesses dependent on farmers 
and ranchers that have suffered agricultural 
production losses caused by the disasters and 
businesses directly impacted by the disas-
ters. Economic injury assistance is available 
regardless of whether the applicant suffered 
any property damage,” Garfield added.

The interest rate is 2.94 percent for busi-
nesses and 1.875 percent for private nonprofit 
organizations with terms up to 30 years. Loan 
amounts and terms are set by SBA and are 
based on each applicant’s financial condition.

By law, SBA makes Economic Injury Disas-
ter Loans available when the U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture designates an agricultural disas-
ter. The Secretary declared declaration 17481 
on May 31, 2022.

Businesses primarily engaged in farming 
or ranching are not eligible for SBA disaster 
assistance. Agricultural enterprises should 
contact the Farm Services Agency about the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture assistance 
made available by the Secretary’s declaration. 
However, in drought disasters nurseries are 
eligible for SBA disaster assistance.

Applicants may apply online, receive ad-
ditional disaster assistance information and 
download applications at https://disaster-
loanassistance.sba.gov. Applicants may also 
call SBA’s Customer Service Center at (800) 
659-2955 or email disastercustomerservice@
sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster 
assistance.

For people who are deaf, hard of hearing, 
or have a speech disability, please dial 7-1-1 
to access telecommunications relay services. 
Completed applications should be mailed to 
U.S. Small Business Administration, Process-
ing and Disbursement Center, 14925 King-
sport Road, Fort Worth, TX  76155.

Deadlines approaching for SBA Working Capital Loans

He sent His Word and healed 
them and delivered them from 
their destructions. Jesus is the 
Word of God. Under the Old 
Testament, the Word that God 
sent was spoken through the 
prophets.  Under the New Tes-
tament the Word He sent was 
the Lord Jesus Christ. John’s 
gospel says, “In the beginning 
was the Word and the Word was 
with God and the Word was God.  
The same was in the beginning 
with God.”          (John 1:1-3)  Then 
verse 14 says, “And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among 
us . . . .   The Lord Jesus Christ is 
called “The Word “

So how did God send his word 
to heal you? He sent Jesus to take 
your infirmities and bare your 
sickness (Matthew 8:17).  In the 
mind of God you are already 
healed. I Peter 2:24 . . . by whose 
stripes you were healed. Did you 
notice that word “Were” in that 
verse?  That means it’s already 
done. If you were then you are 
healed.

God sent his Word and healed 
you. If you need healing, I dare 
you to hold fast to that confes-
sion and not say anything to the 

contrary. Don’t say, “Yeah but 
I’m hurting.”  I guarantee you 
that if you will hold fast to that 
one confession and not negate it 
by saying, “I still have this and I 
still have that,” you will be alright. 
Your symptoms will disappear. 

Now it will not work if you just 
try it for a day or two.  God’s Word 
works by acting on it confidently 
and constantly.  God’s Word 
works by being a doer of it.  Act 
like God’s Word is so, because it 
is!  Since He sent His Word and 
healed you, count it as done in 
your life, and act like it.  Stand on 
the promises of God’s Word.  

Begin to make this confession:  
“God sent His Word and healed 
me.  Therefore I no longer have 
____________ (Fill in the particu-
lar sickness or disease).  He sent 
His Word and healed me!!  Thank 
You Lord for healing me in Jesus 
Name.”

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

TREE SERVICE
MARIO BERMEA

(Smiley Tx)

512-923-4650
Specializing in:

Residential
Ranch • Riverfront

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

NOW
HIRING

Serving Gonzales area
 since 1987

Dennis Droupy

830-672-2000

TREE SERVICE &
YARD MAINTENANCE

830-203-9932

J.L. Hotshot SVS, LLC
Need to clean your garage or house?

We help move you.
We rent dumpster to haul

your trash away.
We also haul junk, cars, tractors.
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Jesus is the Word of God

DENNIS 
DROUPY
To Know Him 
Ministries



/GonzalesInquirer 13                          GONZALESINQUIRER.COM   • THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2023

The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient ClinicJanuary    2023 

Urology
Robert Ryan, III, M.D.
(830) 379-8491

Ophthalmology
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D.
(830) 379-3937

Orthopedics
Trent Twitero, M.D.
(830) 625-0009

Podiatry
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A.
(830) 303-0005
Charles White, D.P.M
(830) 303-0005

Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine
(512) 821-2540

LOCATED AT THRIVE:

Orthopedics                       Surgery                              Cardiology                          Dermatology                            
Gloria Box, M.D.                   Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                 William Craig, M.D.                   Dr. Desai                  
(830) 672 - 8497                    (830) 672 – 8497                                         (830) 672 – 3845                        (713) 864-2659

Audiology
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist
(830) 372-2237

Chiropractic
Jeff Echols, DC
(512)799-6811

Dermatology
Vicente Quintero, M.D.
(830) 626-5551
Dr Desai 
(713) 864-2659

Nephrology
Azhar M. Malik, M.D.
(361)-576-0011
George Osuchukwu, MD
(361)576-0011
Yong Du, MD
(361)576-0011

Obstetrics
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN
(830) 379 - 1500

Pain Management
Eric Miller, M.D.
(830) 272-7746

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

Logan Insurance Agency
HOME • AUTO • FARM • COMMERCIAL • BONDS

Travis Tresner
516 St Paul
Gonzales, TX
(830) 672-6518
Fax: (830) 672-6368

OBITUARIES

Peggy passed away 
peacefully December 31, 
2022 in The Woodlands, 
Texas surrounded by her 
family. She was born Au-
gust 30, 1933 to Peter Leo-
pold and Annie Malish 
Elzner. Peggy was raised 
in Taft, Texas. She married 
Steve M. Tepera in 1953. 
After his passing, Peggy 
married Edward Janota in 
1984. She and her friend, 
Rosalie Bohuslav, owned 
and operated a bakery in 
Corpus Christi.

Peggy lost her daugh-
ters, Debra and Cynthia, 
in 1995 and 1998, respec-
tively. 

Survivors include her 
children: Gary Tepera, 

James Tepera, Ronald 
Janota, Donna Harkins 
and William Janota; 12 
grandchildren; 9 great-
grandchildren with the 
10th expected in May 
2023.

Peggy liked cooking and 
baking, her Czech heri-
tage and Czech songs. She 
was a devout Catholic.

Visitation will begin 
Sunday, January 8, 5:00 
PM to 7:00 PM at the 
Resthaven Funeral Home 
Chapel in Sinton with 
rosary at 5:30 PM. The 
Funeral Mass will be 
Monday, January 9, 10:30 
AM at The Holy Family 
Church in Taft. Burial will 
follow in Lamas Memorial 
Park Cemetery, Taft.

Guestbook available 
online at www.resthaven-
funerals.com

Arrangements and care 
entrusted to Resthaven 
Funeral Home, Sinton.

Peggy Jean elzner TePera JanoTa

We are saddened to 
announce the passing 
of our family’s patriarch, 
Domingo O. Ramirez Jr. 
on De-cember 30, 2022, 
at the age of 81. Domingo 
was born December 9, 
1941, in Gonzales, to 
Domingo Ramirez Sr. and 
Juana Ornelas Ramirez. 

On September 14, 1973, 
he married the love of 
his life Mary Rodriguez 
Ramirez. In his younger 
years he enjoyed fish-
ing and hunting along 
with camping. During his 
retirement he loved to 
go rid-ing in his car from 
town-to-town, shop-
ping, while listening to 
oldies or what he called 
“oldies but goodies”. His 
favorite moments in life 
were spending time with 
his family, watching his 
grandchil-dren and great 
grandchildren play. He 
was always one for a good 
joke and was always one 
phone call away.

For the last 18 years 
every breath he fought 
for, was for his youngest 
son Eric Mark who he 
nur-tured and devoted 33 
years to his every need. 

This is not the end 
Pop; for we know you are 
rejoicing in heaven, whole 
again with a brand-new 
heart. While we will miss 
walking in the house 
hearing you say, “Hello 

hello hello!”, we know you 
will be watching over us 
until we meet again. 

Domingo is survived by 
his wife Mary Rodriguez 
Ramirez, his children, 
Pamela Cobler, Sonny 
Ramirez and wife Susie, 
Karen Ann Ramirez and 
husband Randy Tovar, 
and Eric Mark Ramirez; 
his grandchildren, Ste-
phen Cobler Jr. (Cecelia), 
Matthew Cobler (Britta-
ny), Randy J. Tovar (Kerri), 
Dylan Tovar (Dezirey), 
Jeffrery Tovar (Lexi), Des-
tiny Tovar, Jimmy Tovar, 
Kobe Tovar, Jaylen Tovar, 
Kayla Ramirez, Sonny 
Martin Ramirez Jr., and 
Breanna Hodges; his great 
grandchildren, Jonathan 
Zavala, Jesslyn Zavala, 
Paris Martinez, Jeremiah 
Falcon, JoAnna Tovar, 
Julianna Tovar, Lexxani 
Tovar, Isabella Cobler, 
Gabriella Cobler, Hannah 
Cobler, Callie Cobler, Me-

kenzie Cobler, Matthew 
Cobler Jr., Abi-gail Cobler, 
Zoey Cobler, Samantha 
Cobler; his siblings, Gloria 
Ramirez, Roy Ramirez, 
LeeRoy Ramirez, Diane 
Ramirez, JoAnn Ramirez, 
Ruben Ramirez, Ricky 
Ramirez, Martina Aguero, 
Tony Ramirez, Richard 
Ramirez, Rudy Ramirez, 
and Janie Rosales.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
siblings Mary Rivera, 
Inez Ramirez, Mary Ann 
Villanue-va, and Jimmy 
Ramirez. 

Pallbearers include 
Sonny Ramirez, Steven 
Cobler, Jr., Matthew 
Cobler, Sonny Martin 
Ramirez, Jr., Randy J. 
Tovar, Dylan Tovar, Jeffery 
Tovar, Kobe Tovar, and 
Jimmy Tovar.

A visitation will take 
place at Seydler-Hill Fu-
neral Home on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2023, from 5 to 
7 pm, with a rosary fol-
lowing at 7pm. A Mass of 
The Resurrection will take 
place at St. James Catho-
lic Church, Wednesday, 
January 4, 2023, at 2pm. 
Interment will follow at St. 
James Catholic Ceme-
tery.

All services are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler- Hill Funeral 
home.

Domingo o. ramirez Jr. 

Find out what all your
friends are talking aboutYOUR YOUR NEWS.

YOUR YOUR WAY. GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on Facebook for easy access to The Gonzales Inquirer!

On December 29, 2022, 
our loving father Miguel 
“Mike” DeLeon, age 59, 
of Nixon, went to be with 
the Lord.  Mike was born 
March 14, 1963, in Nixon, 
to Pablo DeLeon Sr. and 
Dorothy (Flores) DeLeon. 
Mike worked many years 
in the construction field 
as a truck driver and was a 
loving son, brother, father 
and grandfather. Preced-
ing him in death are his 
lifetime partner Agrippina 
“Pina” DeLeon, parents 
and brothers, Pablo DeLe-
on Jr. and Rene DeLeon.

Mike will be dearly 
missed by his children 
Erica DeLeon, Michelle 
DeLeon (Michael Perez), 
Kimberly DeLeon, Miguel 
DeLeon Jr. (Elizabeth) 
and Ashley DeLeon; 
grandchildren, Gracen 
Sam Martin, Reagan 
Grace Martin, Masen 
Ryan DeLeon, Alexis 
Brooke DeLeon, Haley 

Monique Kalisek, Katelyn 
Daniele Fernandez, Angel 
Anselmo Barbosso, Lau-
ren Grace DeLeon, Josiah 
Rene DeLeon, Juliete 
Faith Ovalle and Houston 
Garcia; brothers Gabriel 
DeLeon, Nick DeLeon 
(Kristine) and Fernando 
DeLeon (Andrea); sisters 
Diana Kozlovsky (Mi-
chael) and Anna DeLeon 
(Gayle Autry); numerous 
nieces, nephews, great-
nieces, great-nephews, 

cousins and a host of 
friends. A visitation with 
the family will be held on 
Wednesday, January 4, 
2023, from 5pm to 8pm 
with a Rosary Vigil recited 
at 6:30pm, at Finch Fu-
neral Chapel, Nixon.

FUNERAL MASS
Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023
10:00am
St. Joseph Catholic 

Church, Nixon

Father Kuriakose 
Ouseph will officiate at 
the Mass. Interment will 
follow in the Leesville 
Latin American Cemetery, 
Leesville. You may sign 
the online guestbook at 
www.finchfuneralchapels.
com. Services in care of:

Finch Funeral Chapel, 
LLC

308 E. Third St.
Nixon, Texas 78140

(830)582-1521

miguel “mike” Deleon

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

On Wednesday, Dec. 14, the Wom-
an’s Study Club met at the beautifully 
decorated home of Jean Ollum for 
their annual Christmas party. Ollum 
has hosted this lovely event since ap-
proximately 1992. Twelve members 
and two guests were present.

In the absence of the president, 

vice-president Noell Ince presided 
and read a Christmas poem to the 
group. Some matters of interest were 
discussed and Christmas greetings 
were distributed from former member 
Ann Covert. Jean Ollum gave each at-
tendee a handcrafted quilted item.

Delicous food, provided by the 
members, was then enjoyed by the 
group.

Woman’s Study Club 
meets for Christmas Party

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The following area students received degrees 
during the 2022 Fall semester at Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville:

Haley Garza of Gonzales, Bachelor of Science, 
Kinesiology.

Angelo State University 
announces Fall 2022 Dean’s List
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Angelo State University in San 
Angelo, Texas, has announced the 
students achieving the Dean’s List for 
the 2022 fall semester.

To be eligible for the ASU Dean’s 
List, full-time undergraduate students 
must maintain a 3.25 or better grade 

point average on a 4.0 scale.
The complete Dean’s List is avail-

able at angelo.edu/commencement.
Students from the area on the list 

include:
• Lillie Coplin of Gonzales (78629), 

Dual Credit
• Kabel Faltisek of Gonzales (78629), 

Studio Art

Garza graduates from SHSU

www.gonzalesinquirer.com • 830-672-2861
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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41

46
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Happy New ____
      2023!
  5  Guthrie performer
      at several TX Willie
      “Farm Aids”
  6  Austin FM
  7  __ Jo, TX (abbr.)
  8  Texans Bonnie &
      Clyde, e.g.
  9  “Big D”
15  Sherilyn of 1992 film
      “Ruby” about Texas
      nightclub owner
16  TXism: “I gave him
      a ____  __  ___ 
      own medicine”
19  TXism: “tame as 
      _  ___  ___”
21  “____  _ minute!”
      (hold your horses)
22  Mexican female
      in Texas
27  apartment expense
28  “___  ___ your
      heart be troubled,”
      (Biblical advice)
29  ___  ___ Shoot, TX
30  final month of the
      State Fair of Texas
32  “nickel” symbol
33  TX Candace was
      “_____ Beck Tyler
      Cortlandt ____ 
      Tyler” on “All My
      Children” (1976-95)
36  Smith of Texas-
      based “Death of a
      Gunfighter” (1969)
37  TXism: “no flies on
      ___” (pretty gal)
38  TXism for “rogue”
39  put into the NFL Hall
      of Fame, like Troy

  1  talk, talk, talk
  2  “to ___ is human”
  3  Astro pitcher
      (1990-93) (2 wds.)
  4  newspaper for
      Lamar County
      town on FM 137
      & FM 38 (2 wds.)
  8  “Mission Nuestra
      Senora __  __
      Purisma Concep-
      cion” (San Antonio)
  9  TXism: “a hard ___
      __  ____  _____
      the porch” 
      (good canine)
10  TXism: “old __ sin”
11  country singer and
      rodeo cowboy
      Chris __Doux

41  TXism: “two-bit ___”
      (poor horse)
42  made watertight
45  1-across song: 
      “____ Lang Syne”
46  “__ and behold”
47  “Texas Two-____”
48  assn. for the Rockets,
      Mavericks, and Spurs
49  cowboy bath night
52  ate at a nice restaurant  
53  Cowboy scores (abbr.)

54  poker wager
55  hospital trauma
      area (abbr.)

12  TXism: “he’s _____
      ____  _ snake’s
      belly” (despicable)
13  TXism: “tight as the
      cinch on _  ___
      horse”
14  soccer guard
15  Texas-based 1985
      comedy film starring
      Kevin Costner 
16  TX Waylon Jennings
      1970 album: “____
      Think Twice”
17  “stand __  __  ___”
      (put it upright)
18  parody
20  Fair Park has many
      art ____ buildings

22  email copy abbr.
23  Texas-filmed 1963
      western film star-
      ring Paul Newman
24  “Ripley’s Believe
      __  __ Not”
25  a religious rule
26  happening yearly
28  camera glass

31  “Big ____ National
      Park”
34  TX actress Sandy
      (init.)
35  Stilwell, founder of
      Port Arthur (init.)
37  plural of “hilum”
40  Texas nightclub
      owner who shot
      Oswald, Jack
43  just a little (2 wds.)
44  TXism for “leave it
      alone” (3 wds.)
50  TXism: “take a 
      breather”
51  shameful dismissal
      from military (abbr.)
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43 44

50 5149

42

Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

“WE’LL GET ’EM WITH THE BEST SHOT”
1119 Water St., Suite D • Gonzales, TX 78629

830.672.1870
TPCL #12594

Gonzales County Sheriff ’s 
Office

12/25/22 – 12/31/22

12/25/22
• Carreno, Florentino, Jr. 

, 08/1999, San Antonio: 
Possession Marijuana <2 oz, 
Released on $500 Bond

12/26/22
• Rodriguez, Lisa Marie, 

3/1990, Harwood: Assault 
causes Bodily Injury Family 
Member; Requires $3,500 Bond, 
Remains in Custody

12/27/22
• Crothers. Antwone Jabrel, 

07/1982, Austin: Local Warrant – 
Violate Bond/Protective Order; 
Local Warrant – Fail to Identify 
giving False/Fictitious Info, 
Requires $1,500 Bond; Travis 
County Warrant – Violate Bond/
Protective Order Assault/
Stalking IAT, Remains in 
Custody

12/30/22
• Salazar, Jason Ryan, 

03/1992, Austin: Local Warrant – 
Possession Marijuana <2 oz, 
Requires $1,500 Bond, Remains 
in Custody

• Solis, James Elis, 11/1976, 
Gonzales: Commitment/
Sentence – Possession 
Controlled Substance PG 1 <1G, 
Released – Weekender

• Thorne, Colby Wayne, 
11/2001, Waelder: Commitment/
Sentence – Burglary of 
Habitation; Commitment/
Sentence – Prohibited 
Substance/Item in Correctional 
Facility, Released – Weekender

12/31/22
• Hansen, Natalie Kara, 

11/1991, Leander: Local Warrant 
– Burglary of Habitation; Local 
Warrant – Burglary of Building; 
Released on $75,000 Bond

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other agency 
arrest and processing’s:

GCSO 07
DPS  02
GPD  08
WPD  00
NPD  00
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00

Total  17

LAW 
ENFORCEMENT

WEEKLY REPORTS

Shiner Gaslight Theatre season tickets on sale
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Be a part of the action! 
Get your season tickets for 
the 2023 plays presented at 
the Shiner Gaslight Dinner 
Theatre. 

The spring production, 
“Dear Jack, Dear Louise,” is 
a joyous, heartwarming love 
story about Jack, a soldier, 
and Louise, a beautiful young 
actress, who meet by letter 
during WWII. Go back in time 

and enjoy the music and ex-
periences of a bygone era.

The summer production, 
“Drinking Habits,” is about 
two nuns who are secretly 
making wine to keep their 
beloved convent from being 
closed. Accusations, mistaken 
identities, and romances run 
wild when undercover report-
ers and paranoia take over. 
Wine and secrets are inevi-
tably spilled in this hilarious 
farce. 

The fall production, “The 
Charitable Sisterhood Christ-
mas Spectacular,” involves 
the ladies of the Charitable 
Sisterhood who are preparing 
for Second Trinity Church’s 
annual Christmas Spectacu-
lar.  Trouble brews when it is 
discovered that the baby Jesus 
figure has been stolen from 
the nativity scene! Finding the 
guilty thief takes precedence, 
but the truth isn’t disclosed 
until the end of the Spectacu-

lar. The hilarious revelation at 
the show’s climax leaves the 
audience and the sisterhood 
filled with the best Christmas 
spirit ever.

Please log on to the website 
at www.shinergaslight.org 
to access the season ticket 
form and mail it to P.O. Box 
223, Shiner, TX 77984. Call 
361-594-2079 for additional 
information. 

Deadline is January 31, 
2023.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

New temporary tags are now in use in Tex-
as, The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
reported Friday, Dec. 9.

TxDMV introduced a new look for tags 
issued by licensed Texas motor vehicle 
dealers to further back efforts to prevent the 
fraudulent production of, access to and use 
of temporary license tags in Texas.

The new tags feature a more complex 
design than existing tags and include added 
security features to facilitate law enforce-
ment identification of counterfeit tags and 
increase the safety of traffic stops.

Features of the new tag design include:
• Texas flag watermark.
• Enhanced depiction of tag expiration 

date, vehicle year and make, and name of 
issuing dealer.

• Identification of the specific type of tag 
issued.

• Font selection and size that maximize 
readability of primary components.

• Active and passive security features 
identifiable by law enforcement.

• Numerous pieces of embedded data and 
text, linked to law enforcement databases, 
that can be created only by internal TxDMV 
computer systems.

It should be noted that for security pur-
poses, not all features have been described in 
this list, TxDMV said in their news release.

For more information about the new tags 
and prior actions taken to reduce fraudulent 
temporary tag use, please visit www.TxDMV.
gov/temporarytags.

CONTRIBUTED
Certain security elements of the temporary tag 
depicted here have been modified so they are not 
as easily replicated.

Redesigned 
Texas temporary 
tags now in use

SUNDOWNERS 4-H CLUB HELPS OUT

The 
Sundowners 
4-H club 
members used 
their hands for 
larger service 
on Monday, 
Jan. 2, to help 
the First United 
Methodist 
Church take 
down Christmas 
decorations.

CONTRIBUTED
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RESERVE YOUR
SPACE TODAY!
Contact Sanya
sanya.simmons

@gonzalesinquirer.com
or

(830) 672-2861

DISCOVERDISCOVER
Gonzales CountyGonzales County

Visitors’ Guide

www.gonzalesinquirer.com • Follow us on Facebook!

Ad deadline:Ad deadline:  Friday, Jan. 13
Publishes:  Thursday, Feb. 23

Back Cover - Full Page Premium
(8.375” x 10.875”) - $800

Inside Front or Back - Full Page Premium 
(8.375” x 10.875”) - $675

Full Page (7.875” x 10”) - $600
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DISCOVER
Gonzales County

COME AND 
TAKE IT!

freedomOF TEXASTHE BIRTHPLACE

Discover Gonzales County is a full-color, glossy
publication featuring county-wide dining, lodging and 
shopping guides; things to do and places to go within 

Gonzales County; and a calendar of yearly events.

January 10, 2023
GONZALES 

BROWN HEARING CENTERS 
417 ST. GEORGE ST, WUITE 105 

GONZALES, TX

1-855-894-1869

New Years Event • <Event Dates>
Have questions about your hearing? Feeling isolated from people you love?

We are here to help.

Brown Hearing Centers
417 St. George St, Ste. 105

Gonzales, TX
Appointments are limited.

Please RSVP now for reservations.

1-(855)-894-1869

40% OFF
Select sets of

Advanced Digital
Hearing Technology

Have questions about hearing? Feeling isolated from people you love?

We are 

here to 

help!

ORANGE
BROWN HEARING CENTERS 

105 CAMELLIA AVE.
ORANGE, TX

1-888-655-8235

Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. Not valid on previous purchases.

Offer expires 01/06/2023

New Years Event • JAN. 3 - 6, 2023
Have questions about your hearing? Feeling isolated from people you love?

We are here to help.

61

ORANGE, TX
PERMIT # 185

Preston’s successor, 
directed the event for 27 
years.

When he retired, 
Ron Keener, pastor of 
Northlake Commu-
nity Church, took over. 
They’ve served some 
60,000 meals--most of 
them at Howard Payne 
University--for the past 38 
years. Some 2,000 persons 
have been served annu-
ally for several years. Area 
residents and businesses 
underwrite feast food 
costs.

Brownwood also has 
the Lehnis Railroad Mu-

seum. The city’s mantra 
is “feels like home.” And 
it does.

We wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. God 
willing, I’ll begin my 21st 
year of weekly ramblings 
come February, hop-
ing always to provide 
smiles….

*****
Dr. Newbury was a longtime 

university president. He 
continues to write weekly and 

speak regularly throughout 
Texas. Contact information: 
Phone, 817-447-3872. Email: 
newbury@speakerdoc.com. 

Facebook: Don Newbury.

NEWBURY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

injured in the blaze, 
a couple living in the 
home, Rick Bivins and 
Megan Ainsworth, now 
has been left without 
their possessions. 

A GoFundMe cam-
paign was begun by Kacie 
Henke of Gonzales to 
help the couple.

“I am trying to get them 
a little help to get them 
back on their feet,” Henke 
said on the GoFundMe 
page. “If you are able to 

donate anything please 
do or just keep them in 
your prayers as they sort 
through this devastating 
time. Thank you!”

To donate to the 
GoFundMe and spread 
some post-Christmas 
cheer to this family, 
go to https://gofund.
me/3823ef8a.

As of Tuesday, Jan. 3, 
some $1,610 had been 
raised towards a goal of 
$5,000.

FIRE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and Devon Warzecha. GEDC 
Board President Ken Morrow 
would like the community to 
know that the decision was made 
because it was the highest local 
offer that preserved the his-
toric integrity of the building. The 
GEDC is eager to get the building 
back on the tax roll and in use.

GEDC listened to the council 
when they decided that they did 
not want the building to be used 
for multifamily housing. The deal 
that GEDC is working on will 
preserve the marque and restrict 
the use of the facility as an enter-
tainment venue. We anticipate 
the buyers will make a presenta-
tion to council on Jan. 19. GEDC 
has invested more than $700,000 
into the theater over the past two 
decades for the community.

The board also approved a 
contract with Retail Strategies 
for GEDC to participate in the 
ICSC Red River deal making trade 
show in Dallas. The scope of the 
work includes updating all of the 
Gonzales retail statistics, identify-
ing sites for retail developments 
and setting up appointments with 
potential retailers. When we look 
at sales tax money that is leaving 
the community, we have a gaps 
in food and grocery, apparel, fast 
food and several other categories. 
We hope to attract new retail and 
use the data to help our existing 
retailers expand.

The Gonzales Chamber of 
Commerce recently took over 
the responsibilities of promoting 
Gonzales as a tourist destination. 
Because GEDC has funds avail-
able for advertising and because 
tourist spend money while they 
are visiting, the board approved 

spending $4,800 for cooperative 
advertising on two billboards.

The digital billboard will be 
used to promote seasonal events 
such as Winterfest, Come And 
Take It, The Texas Independence 
Relay and more along with GEDC 
job fairs and a static billboard 
located on I-10 near Buc-ees will 
promote overnight stays, shop-
ping and eating.

We think this is likely just the 
first step in a very positive and 
great relationship working with 
the Gonzales Chamber of Com-
merce to not only promote tour-
ism but to promote commerce. 
We are excited about the new 
energy and ideas Melissa Hender-
son and Alise Mullins, along with 
the Chamber have to reach their 
goals in the new year.

A second amendment for a 
Main Street grant for 415 St. James 
was approved. The owners of the 
building are making improve-
ments that allow them to retain 
one of their tenants and attract a 
new renter.

When they began renovations 
they discovered some 
infrastructure issues, more 
specifically, a sewer line that 
was tied into their facility that 
served more than one business. 
The board decided that it was 
in the best interest to revitalize 
downtown, they would provide 
additional funding so the 
building owner could honor 
their lease agreements. The 
building owner has upgraded the 
electrical and is now working on 
improvements to the plumbing.

The public will notice that there 
are significant improvements 
going on in the vicinity of Texas 

Hero square. The city was the 
beneficiary of a TXGDBG grant 
through the Texas Department of 
Agriculture. The grant funds are 
being used to make Texas Hero 
Square accessible for visitors and 
to improve the sidewalks in front 
of the businesses in the 400 block 
of St. James. We anticipate these 
significant improvements along 
with the new Chamber of Com-
merce visitors center will be a 
catalyst for new development in 
that square.

There are several vacant and 
underutilized buildings in that 
district we would like to see occu-
pied. Building owners are encour-
aged to reach out to Main Street 
Director Tiffany Hutchinson-Pa-
dilla and GEDC Director Jennifer 
Kolbe for information on grants 
and other resources to revitalize 
their properties.

We continue to work on de-
velopment plans for 2521 Har-
wood Road for future industrial 
development and the new water 
tower. During January, we expect 
to hear the results of the regional 
plan with the Victoria Economic 
Development Corporation, host a 
business roundtable and contin-
ue working on job fairs, a career 
fair with the Gonzales ISD and 
expanding our marketing efforts 
attract new primary job busi-
nesses.

Snavely Forest products, 
located in the industrial park, 
continues to staff up and started 
receiving lumber shipments in 
December. We are excited to see 
them grow. Remschel Customs, a 
project we funded, continues to 
work on improvements to their 
building on Oilpatch Lane.

GEDC 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fire engines,” City Man-
ager Tim Crow and Fire 
Chief Wade Zella told 
council members in a 
request for funding. “The 
repairs are extremely 
costly and more than 
$100k has been spent for 
repairs since 2016. 

“This engine is unreli-
able and as stated the 
repairs have become an 
ongoing extremely costly 
expense. This particular 
engine takes up a major-
ity of the maintenance to 
vehicles line item within 
the budget annually.”

The new pumper is 
being purchased through 
the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council (HGAC) 
Purchasing Program for a 
total cost of $853,093. The 
purchase will be financed 
through the Government 

Capital Corporation 
at 4.895-percent inter-
est over the course of 
eight years at a cost of 
$132,202.75 per year.

The city had originally 
approved the purchase 
at their Oct. 13 council 
meeting with annual 
payments of $129,760.54, 
but GCC was unable to 
fund the purchase at that 
time before the 30-day 
lock on interest expired. 
However, they were able 
to lock in the interest rate 
this November, albeit 
for an additional annual 
amount of $2,442.21.

Payments will officially 
begin on the new vehicle 
one year from the con-
tract signing with Siddons 
and annually thereafter 
for seven more years.

TRUCK 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

licans who voted against McCarthy 
— mostly members of the hardline-
conservative House Freedom Caucus, 
of which Jordan is the deputy chair 
— is Rep. Michael Cloud, R-Victoria, 
who represents Gonzales County in 
Congress.

Cloud, a Freedom 
Caucus member, 
issued the following 
statement regarding 
his vote in opposition 
to Kevin McCarthy as 
Speaker of the House 
of Representatives:

“Congress is bro-
ken. I have worked 
for months in high 
hopes and good faith 
that our conference 
would chart a course 
away from the status 
quo, put us on a path 
toward fiscal respon-
sibility, and form a 

Congress in which the elected Repre-
sentatives would truly be able to work 
on behalf of the American people.

“I have worked diligently with 
members of Congress, including 
Kevin McCarthy, to find agreement 
on key structural reforms and policy 
initiatives needed to put our country 
on the right path. Some progress was 
made, but ultimately many of the 
promises made lacked enforcement 
mechanisms necessary to ensure their 
implementation, casting doubt on the 
sincerity of reforms.”

$258,954.07).
Originally, the city had budgeted 

$500,000 to perform the work some 
two years ago, but as the project was 
delayed, costs escalated. The city had 
received bids for the work on May 12, 
2022, but those bids were subsequent-
ly all rejected due to budgetary issues. 
The project was rebid and bids were 
received Sept. 29, 2022, with Diamond 
X coming in as the lowest bidder. 
Street Department director Todd 
Remschel is serving as the project 
manager, while city engineer J. Keith 
Schauer of Doucet & Associates is the 
project consultant.

SIDEWALKS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPEAKER 
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McCarthy

Jordan

Guadalupe “Lupe” Rodri-
guez, 77, of Houston, formerly 
of Gonzales, passed away 
Monday, January 2, 2023.  He 
was born February 5, 1945 in 
Gonzales the son of Luciano 
and Julia Longoria Rodriguez.  
He was a graduate of Gonza-
les High School and married 
Evelia Reyes in 1967.

He enjoyed the outdoors, 
hunting, fishing or just walk-
ing admiring nature.  He was 
a history buff and followed 
the History Channel often.  
Old Country music was his fa-
vorite especially Johnny Cash 
and Willie Nelson.  Most of all 
he treasured time spent with 
his grandchildren and great-

grandchildren who affection-
ately called him “PeePaw”.

He is survived by his wife 
Evelia Rodriguez of Houston; 
daughters Rachel Hernandez 
and husband Ray, Rosalinda 
Rodriguez and Rebecca Ro-
driguez all of Houston; son 
Gregory Rodriguez of Hous-
ton; grandchildren Jessica 
Zamora and husband Jose 
and Kristen Hernandez and 
husband John; great-grand-
children Ava Zamora, Alana 
Zamora, Nora Hernandez and 
Karina Hernandez; sisters 
Jamie Hastings and husband 
Jose Sanchez of Gonzales and 
Carmen Guiterrez and hus-
band Diego of Crown Point, 

Indiana; brothers Luciano 
Rodriguez, Jr. and Richard 
Rodriguez both of Gonzales.

He was preceded by his 
parents, sisters Esther DeLa-
Cruz, Hope Sourbeck and 
Lupita Tejerina, brother Emilo 
Rodriguez.

Mass of the Resurrection 
will be celebrated 10 a.m. Fri-
day, January 6, 2023 at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church with 
Reverend Jason Martini offi-
ciating.  Interment will follow 
at the St. James Catholic Cem-
etery.  Pallbearers include Ray 
Hernandez, Gregory Rodri-
guez, Jose Zamora, Richard 
Rodriguez, Edward Reyes and 
Joseph Hastings.

Friends may sign the guest-
book and leave condolences 
by visiting www.seydlerhillfu-
neralhome.com

Arrangements are under 
the care and direction of 
Seydler-Hill Funeral Home 
906 St. Paul St., Gonzales.

Guadalupe “lupe” RodRiGuez

OBITUARY

Garden
Q&A

Winter greens 
should survive 
the freeze

Q. Which of the winter 
greens can I expect to re 
grow after the damage 
from the Christmas week 
freezes? Can some be re-
planted or is it too late?

A. The spinach, kale, 
collards, onions, turnips 
and Brussels 
sprouts don’t 
usually show 
much dam-
age to freezes.  
Carrots, beets, 
and Swiss 
chard will 
be quick to 
recover. You 
should be able to harvest a 
new broccoli crop if you put 
in new transplants by early 
February. Reseed your let-
tuce and English peas. 

Q. Will any of the cold 
weather annual flowers re-
cover? They all look pretty 
sad!

A. Pansies and violas 
usually survive freezes like 
we experienced without 
much damage. Snapdrag-

ons, stock,  and petunias 
will usually surprise you and 
recover their bloom in 5 or 
6 weeks.  In the shade the 
begonias look terrible but 
expect them to sprout again 
in late spring for summer 
blooms.  We received reports 

that primrose 
survived well 
but the cycla-
men looks 
flattened.  
Check with 
your favorite 
nursery to see 
what replace-
ment plants 

they have available. 
Q. Our Mexican olive had 

its leaves and branches 
freeze back during the Feb-
ruary 2021 freeze and now 
it looks the same again. Do 
you think it will survive an-
other experience like that?

A. It will probably survive 
another freeze but I think 
you may be lucky this time 
and only the leaves will be 
frozen! Give it some time 

this winter and spring to see 
if the branches releaf. If so, 
you should enjoy blooms by 
mid-summer. 

Q. We just moved into 
this area and are fasci-
nated by the wide array of 
birds that are in the parks 
and yards.  What are some 
species that would respond 
if we placed bird houses in 
our yard?

A. You are right, it is a 
wonderful area to observe 
and enjoy birds.  Purple 
martins, chickadees, titmice, 
house finches, and English 
sparrows will use bird 
houses.   Several kinds of 
woodpeckers and wrens 

will use birdhouses and 
sometimes barn owls will 
use houses. 

Q. What determines 
how tall a tree species will 
grow? Which are the big-
gest species in the list of 
recommended species of 
shade trees?

A. In simplest terms 
genetics determines which 
trees grow the largest but 
there are other factors 
involved such as soil depth, 
soil fertility, and moisture 
availability.  In most lists for 
our area cedar elm, syca-
more, and bur oak are listed 
as the tallest recommended 
shade trees.  

CALVIN 
FINCH
Gardening 
Q&A

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
Cold weather annuals such as pansies and violas should survive the 
recent freeze without much damage.



 Gonzales GonzalesTheThe InquirerInquirer
A SPECIAL PUBLICATION OF

GONZALES GONZALES 
COUNTY’SCOUNTY’S  

FAVORITE PEOPLE  FAVORITE PEOPLE  
& BUSINESSES& BUSINESSES

chosen by you!

READERS’
CHOICE2022



2 2022 READERS CHOICE

HIGHLIGHTING OUR READERS’ FAVORITES AND 
CELEBRATING THE BEST OF THE BEST OF OUR LOCAL 

BUSINESSES AND PEOPLE

BUSINESS

BEST ANTIQUE STORE: 
1st - Main Street Antiques
2nd - Sophie’s Treasures
3rd - 321 Pop-Up Market

BEST APPLIANCE STORE: 
1st - Edwards
2nd - GVEC
3rd - Apache

BEST ARCHITECT: 
1st - Tim Gescheidle
2nd - Arnold Guerra

BEST NEW AUTO DEALERSHIP: 
1st - West Motors
2nd - Steele
3rd - Caraway-Gonzales

BEST PRE-OWNED AUTO DEALERSHIP: 
1st - West Motors
2nd - Tieken-Circle T
3rd - Lo’s Auto Sales

BEST AUTO PARTS: 
1st - Auto Zone
2nd - O’Reilly
3rd - Irle Auto/NAPA

BEST AUTO REPAIR: 
1st - A C Collision
2nd - David Hernandez
3rd - Matt’s Mobile

BEST BACKHOE/
TRACTOR SERVICE: 
1st - E.F Ehrig & Sons
2nd - Clampit Dozing
3rd - CJ

BEST BANK/FINANCIAL INSTITUTION: 
1st - Sage Capital Bank
2nd - RBFCU
3rd - Gonzales National Bank
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1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

Thank you all for your votes!

BEST INSURANCE AGENT

20222022
Best of Gonzales County

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853

BUSINESS
BEST BEAUTY SHOP: 
1st - Le Petit
2nd - Shear Designs
3rd - Study Envy

BEST BED AND BREAKFAST: 
1st - Belle Oaks
2nd - St. James

BEST BODY SHOP: 
1st - Allen’s Body Tech
2nd - A C Collision
3rd - Jeff’s Paint & Body

BEST BOUTIQUE: 
1st - Angels & Outlaws
2nd - China Basket
3rd - Shear Designs

BEST BUILDING SUPPLIES: 
1st - Gonzales Building Center
2nd - McCoys
3rd - WB Farm & Ranch

BEST CAR WASH: 
1st - Sudz
2nd - Gonzales Healthcare Systems

BEST CATERER:
1st - Guerra’s
2nd - Baker Boys
3rd - Sarah Tenberg

BEST CATTLE COMPANY: 
1st - Gonzales Livestock
2nd - Graham Cattle Co.
3rd - Tuna Rosa

BEST CHILD CARE: 
1st - Kendall Zella
2nd - Christian Kids
3rd - Apache Academy

BEST CHILDREN’S WEAR: 
1st - Wal-Mart
2nd - Crew
3rd - 321 Pop Up

BEST CHIROPRACTOR: 
1st - Dr. Nickells/Luling
2nd - Dr. Heximer
3rd - Healing Hand/Seguin

BEST CRAFT STORE: 
1st - Dollar Tree
2nd - Wal-Mart
3rd - Purple Cactus

BEST COSTUME JEWELRY: 
1st - Angels & Outlaws
2nd - Wal-Mart
3rd - 321 Pop Up

BEST COMPUTER SERVICE: 
1st - Steve Scott
2nd - Wink’s Tech Solutions
3rd - Cottage Computers

BEST CONTRACTOR  
(BUILDING/REMODELING): 
1st - Raymond Malatek
2nd - Arnold Guerra
3rd - Hartex Construction

BEST CONVENIENCE STORE/GAS: 
1st - HEB
2nd - Wal-Mart
3rd – Texaco (St. Joseph Food Mart)

BEST COSMETICS: 
1st - Wal-Mart
2nd - Hayley Lavon Makeup

BEST DELI: 
1st - Come & Crepe It
2nd - H E B
3rd - Subway

BEST DETAIL SHOP: 
1st – Sudz Car Wash
2nd - Come & Detail It
3rd - David Smith/Sudz
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Thank You20222022
Best of Gonzales County

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853

for choosing us as
Best Feed Store • Best Firearms

2nd Place - Best Farm Equipment & Best Farm Supply Store
3rd Place -  Best Fertilizer

BUSINESS
BEST DOLLAR/DISCOUNT STORE: 
1st - Dollar Tree
2nd - Family Dollar
3rd - Dollar General

BEST DRILLING COMPANY/WHERE: 
1st - VES
2nd- Friedels

BEST DRY CLEANERS: 
1st - Victory Cleaners
2nd - City Dry Cleaners
3rd - Come & Wash It

BEST ELECTRICIANS: 
1st - Tommy Avant
2nd - Phil Roeber
3rd - Frank Wallace

BEST FARM EQUIPMENT: 
1st - E-Barr
2nd - Fehner
3rd - Tractor Supply

BEST FARM SUPPLY STORE: 
1st - E-Barr
2nd - Fehner
3rd - Tractor Supply

BEST FEED STORE: 
1st - Fehner Son & Grain
2nd - E-Barr
3rd - Tractor Supply

BEST FERTILIZER: 
1st - Lindemann Fertilizer
2nd - Ehrig
3rd - Fehner

BEST FINE JEWELRY: 
1st - Storeys
2nd - Laurel Ridge

BEST FIREARMS: 
1st - Fehner Firearms 

BEST FLORIST: 
1st - BZ’s
2nd - Persons
3rd - HEB

BEST FUNERAL 
SERVICES: 
1st - Seydler Hill
2nd - Harris Funeral Home

BEST FURNITURE: 
1st - Edwards Furniture
2nd - 321 Pop Up
3rd - Spaces Sublime

BEST GIFT SHOP: 
1st - China Basket
2nd - Laurel Ridge
3rd - Gonzales Memorial Hospital

BEST GROCERY STORE: 
1st - H E B
2nd - Wal-Mart
3rd - Pateks/Shiner

BEST HARDWARE: 
1st - Gonzales Building Supply
2nd - McCoys
3rd - Harbor Freight

BEST HEALTH/FITNESS BUSINESS: 
1st - Thrive
2nd - Revival
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare

BEST HEATING/AC: 
1st - Hector Alaniz/HAR
2nd - Kardosz
3rd - Jahn Refrigeration

BEST HOTEL/MOTEL: 
1st - Alcalde
2nd - La Quinta
3rd - Holiday Inn

BEST HOSPITAL: 
1st -  Guadalupe Regional 
          Medical Center
2nd – Gonzales Healthcare Systems



2022 READERS CHOICE     5

BEST INSURANCE COMPANY: 
1st - DuBose Insurance Agency
2nd - Texas Farm Bureau
3rd - Logan/Hochheim Prairie

BEST INTERNET PROVIDER: 
1st - GVTC
2nd - Spectrum
3rd - GVEC

BEST INVESTMENT FIRM: 
1st - Edward D Jones/Dane King
2nd - Edward D Jones/Stephanie Hill

BEST LANDSCAPING/GROUND MAIN: 
1st - Rayce Wurz
2nd - John Parr
3rd – GLZ Landscaping

BEST LAW FIRM: 
1st - Christie Ortman
2nd - Reese & Escobar
3rd - Robert Bland

BEST LIQUOR STORE: 
1st - D&D Liquor Store
2nd - First Shot

BEST LAWN AND GARDEN  
PRODUCTS: 
1st - Wal-Mart
2nd - E-Barr Feeds
3rd - Gonzales Building Center

BEST LOAN COMPANY: 
1st - Sage Capital Bank
2nd - RBFCU
3rd - Texan Credit

BEST MARKETING/DESIGN: 
1st - Personal Impressions
2nd - Jessie Holt Campion
3rd - Spaces Sublime

BEST MEN’S WEAR: 
1st - Crew

BEST MONEY MNGT. COMPANY/
WHERE: 
1st - Edward Jones

BEST MONUMENT CO.: 
1st - Capital Monument

BEST NEWSPAPER: 
1st - Gonzales Inquirer

BEST NURSING HOME/ASSISTED 
LIVING: 
1st - Heights
2nd - Texan
3rd - Romberg House

BEST OIL CHANGE: 
1st - Quick Lube
2nd - Wal-Mart
3rd - Kings Service Station

BEST PET GROOMING: 
1st - Guadalupe Valley Vet Clinic
2nd - Stacy Garcia

BEST PEST CONTROL: 
1st - Annie Oakley
2nd - Orkin
3rd - Jack’s Pest Management

BUSINESS
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Thank You Everyone
for voting

D&D Liquor
Best Liquor Store

In Gonzales and the Surrounding Area!

Finest in Gonzales • Convenient Drive-Up Window
Owners: John and Cathy Dubose • 830-672-9477

102 W. Wallace @ Water St. • Gonzales

BUSINESS
BEST PHARMACY: 
1st - Wal-Mart
2nd - H E B
3rd - Mohrmanns

BEST PHONE SERVICE: 
1st - AT&T
2nd - GVTC
3rd - Cricket

BEST PHYSICAL/OCC. THERAPY: 
1st - Brittany DuPree
2nd - Thrive
3rd - Ashley Molina/GHS

BEST PRO. PHOTOGRAPHY: 
1st - Courtney Rea
2nd - Alex Trevors
3rd - IZ

BEST PLANT NURSERY: 
1st - Manny Manny
2nd - HEB
3rd - Green Gate Nursery/Seguin

BEST PLUMBING BUSINESS: 
1st - Turk & Pavloc
2nd - Walker Plumbing
3rd - Hartex Construction
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617 St. Joseph  • 672-8013

Thank You for Voting us
Best Gift Shop

 

2nd Place - Best Boutique

20222022
Best of Gonzales County

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853

The China BasketThe China Basket

BUSINESS
BEST POULTRY SUPPLY: 
1st - Gonzales Poultry Supply
2nd - E-Barr
3rd - Texas Poultry Supply

BEST PRINTING: 
1st - Reese’s Print Shop
2nd - Gonzales Inquirer
3rd - C H Graphics

BEST REAL ESTATE FIRM: 
1st - Remax/First Shot
2nd - Breitschopf-Cooper Realty
3rd - Barrie Inspections

BEST RENTAL CENTER:
1st - Edwards Furniture
2nd - Rent-A-Center

BEST RENTAL PROPERTY: 
1st - Monte Vista Apartments

BEST RESTAURANT: 
1st - Mi Lupita’s
2nd - Come & Take It
3rd - Baker Boys

BEST RESTROOM MEN: 
1st - Circle G
2nd - San Antonio Distillery
3rd - Gonzales  
Healthcare Systems

BEST RESTROOM – WOMEN: 
1st - Buc-ees/Luling
2nd - Circle G
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare Systems

BEST ROYALTIES COMPANY/WHERE:
1st place - Lacy/Midland

BEST STORAGE UNITS: 
1st place - Gonzales Storage Units
2nd place - Storage Box 2U

BEST TAX PREPARER: 
1st - JoAnn Mercer
2nd - LeAnn Wolff
3rd - H&R Block

BEST TANNING SALON: 
1st - Revival

BEST THRIFT STORE: 
1st - 321 Popup
2nd - Main Street Marketplace

BEST TIRES: 
1st - Quality Tire & Auto
2nd - Wal-Mart
3rd - Kings Texaco

BEST TITLE COMPANY: 
1st - Burchard Abstract

BEST TRUCKING COMPANY/WHERE: 
1st - E F Ehrig & Son
2nd - 3G Livestock
3rd - Stewart

BEST VETERINARIAN: 
1st - Dr. Kenneth Gottwald/GVVC
2nd - Dr. Bryan Glass/GVVC
3rd – John Withers/Pecan Grove

BEST WESTERN WEAR: 
1st - Angels & Outlaws
2nd - CREW

BEST WINDOW TINTING: 
1st - David Matias/No Limit 

BEST WOMEN’S WEAR: 
1st - Angels & Outlaws
2nd - Shear Designs
3rd - Wal-Mart
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FUN STUFF

BEST CAMPGROUND/RV PARK: 
1st - Palmetto State Park
2nd - Lakewood
3rd - Independence Park

BEST CIVIC CLUB: 
1st - Gonzales Noon Lions
2nd - Gonzales Odd Fellows 
          Lodge #38
3rd - Spade & Trowel Garden Club

BEST COMM. FESTIVAL/EVENT: 
1st - Come & Take It
2nd - WinterFest
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare Systems

BEST FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT: 
1st - Summer Concerts Series
2nd - Float Fest
3rd - Independence Park

BEST FISHING HOLE: 
1st - Palmetto State Park
2nd - Guadalupe River
3rd - Lakewood

BEST HIKING TRAIL: 
1st - Palmetto State Park
2nd - JB Wells

BEST LIVE PLAY PERFORMANCE: 
1st - Crystal Theatre
2nd - Running M
3rd - Young Texians

BEST MOVIE THEATRE: 
1st - Netflix
2nd -The Grand Yoakum, Tx

BEST MUSIC VENUE: 
1st - Running M
2nd - GG’s

BEST NIGHT CLUB/BAR: 
1st - Come and Take It Bar
2nd - Running M
3rd - ELKS

BEST PARK: 
1st - Palmetto State Park
2nd - Independence
3rd - JB Wells

BEST PLACE TO SWIM: 
1st - Thrive
2nd - Independence Park
3rd - ELKS

BEST PLACE TO WORK: 
1st - Sage Capital Bank
2nd - Texas Land and Right of Way
3rd - Logan Insurance

BEST PUBLIC BOAT RAMP:
1st - Palmetto State Park
2nd - Cost Boat Ramp
3rd - Hwy 183 Boat Ramp

BEST SCHOOL: 
1st - Gonzales Junior High
2nd - Gonzales Elementary
3rd - Gonzales High School

BEST WEDDING 
VENUE: 
1st - Belle Oaks Inn
2nd - J B Wells
3rd - Gonzales 
         Pioneer Village

DuBose Insurance Agency
830-672-9581

826 Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX  78629

Commercial & Personal
For All Your  Insurance Needs

Established in 1926           www.JDCOins.com

Voted Best
Insurance
Company

20222022
Best of Gonzales County

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853

John DuBose
2nd Place Best Insurance Agent
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MR. GONZALES COUNTY: 
1st - Billy Malaer
2nd - Pat Davis
3rd - Robert Ramirez

MS. GONZALES COUNTY: 
1st - Margie Radicke
2nd - Daisy Scheske Freeman
3rd - Olivia Dean Freer

BEST ACCOUNTANT: 
1st - LeAnn Wolff
2nd - Ashlie Gottwald
3rd - Jerry Floyd

BEST BANK TELLER/WHERE: 
1st - Mallory-Sage Bank
2nd - Roxann Laredo-Prosperity Bank
3rd - Hilary Hernandez/GNB

BEST BARBER/WHERE: 
1st - Rico Lopez/D’Clare Vanity
2nd - Amanda/Gonzales
3rd - Come and Fade It-Rocky

BEST BARTENDER/WHERE: 
1st - Christine-Come & Take It Bar
2nd - Bessie Gegaj/Come 
          and Take It Bar
3rd - Jo Dalton/Running M

BEST BEAUTICIAN/WHERE: 
1st - Jamie Burton/Thrive
2nd - Janie Campion/LePetit
3rd - Dardenella/Vanity Flair

BEST CARPENTER: 
1st - Raymond Malatek
2nd - Arnold Guerra
3rd - Clayton Dudley-Hartex  
         Construction

BEST CAR SALESPERSON/WHERE: 
1st - Veronica Soto/West Motors
2nd - Arnold Guerra/Seguin
3rd - Lorenzo/Lo’s Auto

BEST CASHIER/WHERE: 
1st - Maria/Mi Lupita
2nd - Debbie Zella-Wal Mart
3rd - Tammy Mathis/Gonzales 
         Healthcare Systems

BEST CNA/WHERE: 
1st - Billie Kloesel
2nd - Lori Ramos/Gonzales Health-
care

BEST COACH/WHERE: 
1st - Joey Rivera/GHS
2nd - Donna 
Smith/NA
3rd - Jeremiah 
Lopez-GHS

BEST COMMUNITY ICON: 
1st - David Bird
2nd - The Cannon
3rd - Bert Ehrig

BEST COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER: 
1st - Daisy Scheske Freeman
2nd - Tiffany Hutchison-Padilla
3rd - Jessie Holt Campion

BEST DELIVERY DRIVER: 
1st - Josh Daniel
2nd - Donna Malik
3rd - James Ara-D&D Liquor

BEST DENTIST/
WHERE: 
1st - Gloria Haug
2nd - Kamala Lewis/
          Luling
3rd – Adam Panos

BEST DOCTOR/WHERE: 
1st - Dr. Eska/Gonzales
2nd - Commie Hisey/Sievers
3rd - Humberto Rivas

BEST ELECTED OFFICIAL: 
1st - Lona Ackman
2nd - Pat Davis
3rd - Bobby O’Neal

BEST EMS WORKER: 
1st - Eddie Callendar
2nd - Michelle Molina
3rd - Jennifer Miller

BEST FIREFIGHTER: 
1st - Cody Whitehead
2nd - Wade Zella
3rd - Rutty Decou/Belmont

PEOPLE
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BEST GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE: 
1st - Josh Daniel
2nd - Billy Rhoades
3rd - Judge Deidra Voigt

BEST INSURANCE AGENT/WHERE: 
1st - Britney Jones Caka/Texas Farm 
Bureau
2nd - John DuBose-JDCO
3rd - Travis Tresner-Logan/Hochheim 

BEST LAWYER/WHERE: 
1st - Christy Fullilove
2nd - Robert Bland
3rd - Norman Burns/Gonzales

BEST LOCAL BAND OR MUSICIAN: 
1st - Brandi Behlen
2nd - Aaron Hernandez
3rd - Prohibited

BEST MANICURIST/WHERE: 
1st - Ms. Nails-Gonzales
2nd - Diane McCaskill
3rd - Linda’s Nails

BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST: 
1st - Leah Camarillo
2nd - Michelle Decker
3rd - Karen Carroll

BEST MECHANIC/WHERE: 
1st - Benji Hill/3G Livestock
2nd - Joe Zuniga-Quality Tire
3rd - David Hernandez/Nest Fresh

BEST NURSE/WHERE: 
1st - Arista Venegas/Sievers
2nd - Jodi Kloesel/ER
3rd - Bailey Nichols/GMH

BEST NURSE PRACTITIONER; 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT/WHERE: 
1st - Diana Picha
2nd - Todd Crawford
3rd - Arista Venegas/Sievers

BEST PEACE OFFICER: 
1st - Howard Schwausch
2nd - Darrance James
3rd - Chris Cantu/Cuero

BEST PHARMACIST: 
1st - Bruce Blackwell
2nd - John Mohrmann
3rd - Sharon Raley

BEST PHARMACY TECHNICIAN: 
1st - Rosa Rodriguez
2nd - Rosalinda Izaguirre
3rd - Penci Petty

BEST POSTAL CARRIER: 
1st - Josh Daniel
2nd - Pamela Moore
3rd - Jim Bo Lamprecht

BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT/WHERE: 
1st - Caitlyn Boscamp/Remax 
        1st Shot
2nd - Rebekah Morgan/BCR
3rd - Carol Hardcastle/BCR

BEST RECEPTIONIST: 
1st - Krystal Navejar
2nd - Martha Jiminez
3rd - Candice Ramirez/Texas Land & 
Right of Way

BEST SALESPERSON/WHERE: 
1st - Renee Rathmann/Logan 
Insurance
2nd - Larry/Edwards Furniture
3rd - Lorenzo/Lo’s Auto

BEST SCHOOL PRINCIPAL/
WHERE: 
1st - Karen Perez/GJH
2nd - Neely Yackel/Shiner 
Catholic
3rd - Jon Basha/GHS

BEST TEACHER/WHERE: 
1st - Mary Camarillo/GE
2nd - Tiffany Lester/GPA
3rd - Kitty Petre/GE

BEST TRUCK DRIVER/WHERE: 
1st - Johnny Rathmann/3G Livestock
2nd - Tim Gray

BEST WAIT PERSON/WHERE: 
1st - Lupe/Mi Lupita
2nd - Christie-Come & Take It
3rd - Tyla Dalton/Running M

BEST WELDER/WHERE: 
1st - Scott Barfield
2nd - Michael Mercer/Mercer Welding
3rd - Charlie Campion-Rocking C

PEOPLE
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P.O. Box 616 • 622 St. Paul St. • (830) 672-2861 • www.gonzalesinquirer.com

20222022
Best of Gonzales County

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853

Congratulations
to all

Winners!

FOOD & DRINK
BEST APPETIZERS: 
1st - Running M
2nd - Come & Take It
3rd - ELKS

BEST BBQ: 
1st - Baker Boys
2nd - Fire City Grill
3rd - Gonzales Food Market

BEST BREAKFAST: 
1st - Mi Lupita
2nd - Cow Palace
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare Cafeteria

BEST BREAKFAST TACOS: 
1st - Mi Lupita
2nd - Matamoros
3rd - Taquito 183

BEST BUFFET: 
1st - Toni’s
2nd - Gonzales Healthcare Cafeteria
3rd - Refugio Buffet

BEST CHICKEN FRIED STEAK: 
1st - Cow Palace
2nd - Running M
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare Systems

BEST CHILI: 
1st - Sonny’s
2nd - Mi Lupita
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare Systems 

BEST COFFEE: 
1st - Mi Lupita
2nd - Texpresso
3rd - Mr. Taco

BEST  
DOUGHNUTS: 
1st - Daylight 
Donuts
2nd - Snowflake
3rd - Gonzales 
Healthcare 
Systems

BEST DRIVE THRU: 
1st - Mr. Taco
2nd - McDonalds
3rd - Whataburger

BEST FINE DINING: 
1st - Running M
2nd - GG’s
3rd - Gonzales Bistro

BEST FRENCH FRIES: 
1st - McDonalds
2nd - Guerra’s Grill
3rd - Dairy Queen

BEST FRIED CHICKEN: 
1st - Rusty Rooster
2nd - Cow Palace
3rd - Golden Chick

BEST HAMBURGERS: 
1st - Cow Palace
2nd - Fire City Grill
3rd - Mi Lupita

BEST HOT SAUCE: 
1st - Mi Lupita
2nd - Guerra’s Grill
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare  
         Systems

BEST ICE CREAM/YOGURT: 
1st - Dairy Queen
2nd - Candy Coop
3rd - Hollerin Heifer

BEST ICED TEA: 
1st - Mi Lupita
2nd - Mr. Taco
3rd - Golden Chick

BEST ICE CREAM/YOGURT: 
1st - Dairy Queen
2nd - Candy Coop
3rd - Hollerin Heifer

BEST ICED TEA: 
1st - Mi Lupita
2nd - Mr. Taco
3rd - Golden Chick
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321 Pop-Up Market
Open: Thur-Sat 10-6 & Sun 10-4

319 St. Lawrence Street • Gonzales, Texas • 830-519-4087
Follow us on Facebook!

Thank You!

Voted
BEST THRIFT STORE

2nd Place
BEST FURNITURE

3rd Place
BEST ANTIQUE STORE,

BEST CHILDREN’S WEAR
AND BEST COSTUME JEWELRY

20222022
Best of Gonzales County

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853

BEST ITALIAN FOOD: 
1st - La Bella Tavola 

BEST KIDS MEAL: 
1st - McDonalds
2nd - Dairy Queen
3rd - Running M

BEST LUNCH SPECIALS: 
1st - Cow Palace
2nd - Mi Lupita
3rd - Running M

BEST MARGARITA: 
1st - Running M
2nd - Mr. Taco
3rd - Come & Take It

BEST MEXICAN FOOD: 
1st - Mi Lupita
2nd - Matamoros
3rd - Taquita 183

BEST MIXED DRINK: 
1st - Come & Take It Bar
2nd - Running M
3rd - Mr. Taco

BEST PIZZA: 
1st - Bella Tavola
2nd - Come & Take It
3rd - Pizza Hut

BEST SALAD BAR: 
1st - Cow Palace
2nd - Running M
3rd - Gonzales Healthcare Systems 
         Cafeteria

BEST SANDWICHES: 
1st - Running M
2nd - Subway
3rd - Come & Take It

BEST SOUP: 
1st - Sonny’s
2nd - Running M
3rd - La Bella

BEST STEAK: 
1st - Running M
2nd - Cow Palace
3rd - Come & Take It

FOOD & DRINK
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