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BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The 2023 Nixon-Smiley Livestock 
Show kicks off this Friday, March 10, 
and concludes this Saturday, March 
11, at the Nixon Smiley Livestock 
Show Barn and Arena on East 
Central in Nixon.

“Our mission is to support our 
youth who are involved in the 
farming and ranching way of life 
so they can learn the importance 

of agriculture in our society,” show 
directors said in a letter last month. 
“We sincerely appreciate your 
support in this mission. Thank you 
very much for your consideration!”

Last year, there were 70 exhibitors 
at the show who presented nearly 
100 projects and the auction raised 
more than $207,000 with more 
than $39,000 in add-ons, which 
represented a show record while 
eclipsing the 2021 marks of $197,815 
and $26,195.

Participants will check in their 
projects beginning at 2 p.m. Friday 
and then judging begins with 
broilers, roasters, turkeys, market 
rabbits and fryer rabbits starting at 6 
p.m. Friday in the arena and layered 
cakes, crafts and Ag mechanics in 
the barn.

Judging continues at 9 a.m. 
Saturday with market hogs, market 
lambs, market goats, market steers, 

2023 Nixon-Smiley Livestock Show begins Friday

Above, former Gonzales County Judge David 
Bird, Richard Crozier, Glenda Gordon, Lorell 
Wright and Nicky McKinney are among 
those who raised their sweet tea cups to 
toast Texas Independence Day at Texas 
Independence Square on Thursday, March 
2, as part of a series of community activities 
designed to pay tribute to Gonzales’ role in 
the Texas Revolution.

VANDY VAN EPPS 

At left, Ricky Walker of the Sons of the 
Republic of Texas lays a yellow rose at 
the foot of the cenotaph at the Gonzales 
Memorial Museum on Sunday, March 5, to 
honor the 41 men from Gonzales who died 
in the Alamo. His ancestor, James George, 
was one of the “Immortal 32” who answered 
the call from William B. Travis to reinforce the 
Alamo defense, joining nine others already at 
the Alamo, prior to its fall on March 6, 1835.

LEW K. COHN

Gonzales Chamber honors Scheske, Tucy
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Former Gonzales County 
Attorney Bob Scheske and Edwards 
Association President David Tucy 
were honored Thursday, March 
2, for their tireless service to the 
community by the Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Agriculture at the annual awards 
banquet.

Scheske was named the recipient 
of the David B. Walshak Lifetime 

Achievement Award, while Tucy 
was named the recipient of the 
Community Service Award.

Scheske said he was grateful 
to receive an award named for 
Walshak, a Gonzales banker who 
twice won what was formerly called 
the Citizen of the Year award.

“I remember when we were young, 
Dave was the authority,” Scheske 
said. “Elgin (Heinemeyer) and I went 
to see Dave when he was in his last 

See CHAMBER, page 20

Chamber officials excited to see 
tourism partnership with city grow
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Agriculture celebrated 

Texas Independence Day 
with a red, white and 
blue Lone Star-spangled 
awards banquet at the 
JB Wells Expo Center on 
Thursday, March 2.

Attendees enjoyed 
Texas swing music, Texas 
barbecue and a live and 
silent auction for Texas-

Nixon council 
approves new 
contracts for  
top personnel
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Nixon City Council members 
approved new employment contracts for 
City Manager Harold Rice, City Secretary 
Tanya Torres, City Attorney Eddie 
Escobedo and Police Chief Miguel Cantu 
following a lengthy executive session 
Tuesday, March 7, at City Hall.

Terms and conditions of the 
contracts approved by the council were 

GEDC sets new 
water tower as 
a top ‘priority’
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Among the top priorities recently 
identified by the Gonzales Economic 
Development Corporation has been 
the need for a new water tower in the 
Gonzales Industrial Park area north 
of town, said GEDC President Ken 
Morrow.

Morrow told the Inquirer the 

See GEDC, page 19

GISD approves 
raises for aides, 
teachers, nurses 
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The teachers, nurses and 
instructional aides at Gonzales 
Independent School District will 
receive raises for the 2023-2024 school 

See CONTRACTS, page 7

See GISD, page 19
See LIVESTOCK, page 7

See PARTNERSHIP, page 7

here’s to  texas

Don’t forget to “spring forward” this weekend!
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Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

March 13March 13
63º/51º

Cloudy
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 58

CLOUDYCLOUDY

March 9March 9
84º/54º

Cloudy, a shower; not as hot
56% chance of rain ● RealFeel 81

SUNNYSUNNY

March 11March 11
64º/49º

Plenty of sun
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 67

CLOUDYCLOUDY

Remaining cloudy
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 72

March 15March 15
65º/52º

March 10March 10
63º/45º

Mostly sunny and windy
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 59

March 12March 12
65°/50°

Partly sunny
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 66

March 14March 14
65º/51º

Cloudy with showers around
55% chance of rain ● RealFeel 62

WINDYWINDY

CLOUDYCLOUDY

SHOWERSSHOWERS

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

brought to you by

FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
March 9th
Frances Ibarra

Devin Polk

Robert Weathers

March 10th
Patty Clark

Jonathan Fullilove

Beverly Glaser

Emily Kuntschik

Deedee Lorton

Nathan Withers

Tammy Wyrick

March 11th
Dante Cortez

Linda Fullilove
Jayd Pozzobon
Judy Schramm

Laura Tivis
Wade Zella

March 12th
Blaine Frederick
Debbie LaFleur

March 13th
Betty Cohn

Hayden Downs

Adolfo Leal

March 14th
Ella Rhoades

March 15th
Tamela Baker

Suzanne Benes
Dr. Terry Eska
Garrett Wayne

Heiman
Linda Koricanek
Norvi Mayfield

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

Sunday shooting leaves Shiner man clinging to life 
BY BOBBY HORECKA
Special to the Inquirer

A Shiner man remained 
in critical condition midday 
Monday, March 6 at a San 
Antonio hospital following an 
early Sunday shooting, while 
the Flatonia man who officials 
say allegedly sent him there 
was behind bars at the Lavaca 
County Jail, held on $100,000 
bail on the single charge of 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.

It began with a 911 call 
received at 12:53 a.m. Sunday 
from the 3400-block of 
Highway 90 Alternate, a rural 
residence just east of Shiner, in 
reference to a gunshot victim, 

a 47-year-old white male from 
Shiner. 

“What we’ve been able to 
ascertain thus far is that the 
victim was inside his residence, 
where he was — entertaining 
a young lady friend — a lady 
friend who happened to be 
married to another man,” 
Sheriff Harmon said on 
Monday.

That man, it turned out, 
Michael Joseph McKim, 44, 
of Flatonia, was busy trying to 
locate his betrothed, the sheriff 
said. To assist in that effort, 
he’d brought his daughter 
along to help him track 
her whereabouts using her 
cellphone locater.

When they spotted her 

vehicle, Harmon says McKim 
walked up to it, removed a 9 
mm handgun from inside it, 

and then 
commenced 
pounding 
on the front 
door and 
demanding 
entry. 

The 
woman, 
hearing 
her spouse 

outside, ducked out at the back 
and attempted to leave in her 
vehicle. 

Before she could, however, 
the owner of the house walked 
out the front and began 
shouting back at McKim. The 

altercation escalated quickly 
then, Harmon said, and it 
ended with a shot of a gun.

Deputies arrived to find 
the homeowner and victim 
unconscious in the yard with 
a single gunshot wound to the 
head, Harmon said, with the 
alleged gunman seated nearby, 
awaiting their arrival. 

McKim, who worked as 
postmaster at the Flatonia Post 
office, was detained shortly 
thereafter without incident. 

Precinct 2 Justice of the 
Peace Travis Hill later set his 
bail. 

First responders initially tried 
to rush him to the hospital 
aboard a medical helicopter, 
but that idea was soon nixed 

because of a low-lying fog. 
Instead, they drove the victim 
to University Hospital by 
ambulance.

Harmon said the victim, still 
not named by local authorities 
when this story was written, 
barely clung to life as of 
Monday, which prevented 
doctors from performing the 
lifesaving surgery he needed. 
Should his condition improve, 
doctors will move forward with 
the surgery as planned.

Should it deteriorate, 
however, McKim could face 
even stiffer charges. Assisting 
in the sheriff’s department 
investigation are the Texas 
Rangers and the Lavaca County 
Attorney’s office.

McKim

GHS One-Act play heads to district contest
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Gonzales High School one-act play, 
“Leading Ladies,” heads to the district 
contest this Saturday, March 11.

The district competition will be held at 
the Cuero High School Performing Arts 
Center. The Apaches hit the stage around 
11:45 a.m. 

Come out and support these talented 
students in this farce comedy! Public 
performances are at the Gonzales Jr. High 
Auditorium March 26th at 2 p.m. and 
March 27 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $6 and found 
online at www.gonzalesisd.net.

Company members include:  Eric Rosas, 
Chet Gold, River VanKirk, Jeslynn Vigil, 
Emily Hull, Angel Gallegos, Anahi Meza, 
Payton Moore, Aubree Tovar, Mariah 
Rios, Nicholas Gonzales, Isabella Guerra, 
Bill Greathouse, and Kayleigh Fridrich. 
Directors are Leslie Buesing, Kristi Gold, 
and PJ DeLuna.

CONTRIBUTED
Chet Gold is Leo, Jeslynn Vigil is Meg and River VanKirk is Jack in the GHS 
production of “Leading Ladies.”

Waelder to celebrate 
110-year anniversary
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The City of Waelder will hold its 110-year 
anniversary celebration on Saturday, March 25, 
from 2 p.m. to midnight in downtown Waelder.

Music will be provided by DJ Rockin Ruben, DJ 
Reyna, DJ Max and DJ Citizen Cane. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring their own lawn chair.

If you are interested in having a food booth at 
the celebration, contact City Hall at 830-788-7331.

The Gonzales County community at the 
intersection of US 90 and Texas 97 was founded in 
1913.

Ballot order set for May 6 
Nixon municipal election
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The ballot order 
has been set for the 
upcoming May 6 Nixon 
municipal election.

Places on the ballot 
were drawn at 10 a.m. 
Monday, Feb. 27, in the 
City of Nixon Council 
Chambers. The order 
candidates will appear 
on the ballot is:

• Justin B. La Fleur
• Angel De La Cruz

• Patsy Vigil Scherrer
• Shannon Smith
• Michael Martinez
• Adolph Trigo
• Rene Amaya
• J. J. Garza
• Bryan Williams
• Melissa Pompa
Early voting will 

begin April 24 through 
May 2 at the Nixon 
Public Library from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Election day voting 
will be on May 6 from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
Nixon Public Library.

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Golden Crescent 
Regional Planning 
Commission’s Long-
Term Care Ombudsman 
Program is seeking 
volunteers in Calhoun, 
Dewitt, Goliad, Gonzales, 
Jackson, Lavaca, and 
Victoria counties to serve 
as advocates for residents 
living in long-term care 

facilities such as nursing 
homes and assisted living 
facilities.

Advocates provide 
empowerment for 
residents in long-term 
care facilities throughout 
the Golden Crescent 
region. Volunteers must 
be at least 18 years old 
and complete a free, 
36-hour training course 
that includes classroom, 
self-study, and in-facility 
training.

No prior experience 
is required. Hours are 
flexible and determined 
by each volunteer. 
Registration is required.

Volunteer Ombudsmen 
duties include:

• visiting residents
• identify and 

investigate complaints; 
and

• educate residents, 
families, and facility staff 

on protecting the health, 
safety, welfare, and rights 
of individuals living in 
long-term care settings. 

Ombudsman services 
are free and confidential.

Please contact 
Christina Guajardo, 
Managing Local 
Ombudsman, at 361-578-
1587, ext. 217, 361-920-
1400 or email christinag@
gcrpc.org.

Golden Crescent RPC seeks ombudsman volunteers

Texans impacted by storms 
urged to report damage
FROM AGENCY REPORT

The Texas Division of 
Emergency Management 
urges all Texans impacted 
by last week’s severe 
storms to report property 
damage using TDEM’s 
iSTAT damage survey.

On March 1, Gov. Greg 
Abbott directed TDEM to 
prepare state emergency 
response resources in 
advance of potential 
severe weather impacts to 
Texas. TDEM continues 
engaging those state 
resources in support of 
local officials across the 
state as recovery efforts 
and damage assessments 
begin.

With damage 

assessments ongoing, 
impacted Texans are 
encouraged to report 
damages sustained to 
homes and businesses 
during this severe weather 
event using the Individual 
State of Texas Assessment 
Tool (iSTAT) damage 
survey. 

The iSTAT survey can be 
filled out in English and 
Spanish online at damage.
tdem.texas.gov, by clicking 
“Severe Weather March 
1st – Ongoing.” 

The survey helps officials 
determine if the state meets 
federal requirements for 
various forms of disaster 
assistance, as well as 
identify any immediate 
needs.
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

March 9 – South Texas Tour

March 11-12 – Youth Rodeo Assoc.

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

Gonzales Livestock Market
March 4
Cattle: 870
Compared to our last sale: 
Number 1 choice calves and year-
lings sold higher. Less quality 
calves and yearlings sold steady. 
Packer cows & bulls sold 3.00-
4.00 higher. 
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 260-265; 300-400 lbs., 260-
265; 400-500 lbs., 238-250; 500-
600 lbs., 202-245; 600-700 lbs, 
188-203; 700-800 lbs, 168-178.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 
80-95.
Stocker-feeder Heifers: Medium 
and large from No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 220-222; 300-400 lbs., 215-
219; 400-500 lbs., 190-210; 500-
600 lbs., 178-185; 600-700 lbs., 
155-164.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility 
and commercial, 63-83; Cutters, 
92-103; Canners, 32-62; High 
yielding fat cows, 85-94.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, 
good heavy bulls, 115-123; Light 
weights and medium quality bulls, 
97-110.

Stockers Cows: $750 to $1,150.
Pairs: $850 to $1,900. 

Nixon Livestock
March 6th
Cattle – 923
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $178-275
300-400 lbs - $199-285
400-500 lbs - $205-265
500-600 lbs - $194-245
600-700 lbs - $177-224
700-800 lbs - $158-195
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $153-203
300-400 lbs - $174-216
400-500 lbs - $171-210
500-600 lbs - $172-275
600-700 lbs - $157-300
700-800 lbs - $142-162
Slaughter Cows - $41-101
Slaughter Bulls - $92-122
Stocker Cows – $650-1100
Pairs: $890-1010

Hallettsville Livestock
Commission Co., Inc.
Sale date: February 28
Cattle on hand: 1358
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $68-107

Utility & Fat Cows: $66-100
Low dressing canner
   cows: $48-67
Poor/Weak: $30-48
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $112-125
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $95-110
Lightweight Canner Bulls: $82-96
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: 
$1050-1450
Medium Stocker Cows & 
Heifers: $825-1025
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: $1300-
1600
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: 
$1,025-1,275
Stocker & Feeder Calves & 
Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $160-245
200-300 lbs.: $190-260
300-400 lbs.: $195-260
400-500 lbs.: $190-255
500-600 lbs.: $185-245
600-700 lbs.: $168-205
700-800 lbs.: $152-180
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $155-240
200-300 lbs.: $160-230
300-400 lbs.: $165-230
400-500 lbs.: $170-225
500-600 lbs.: $170-217.50
600-700 lbs.: $152-185
700-800 lbs: $142-175
Replacement Heifers:
350-750 lbs.: $175-255
The calf market continued with the 
same strength we’ve been seeing. 
All weights and classes sold 
steady to stronger. Demand is 
strong and welcomed! Packer 
cows & bulls sold fully steady and 
strong on a total supply of 225.

Seguin Cattle Co. Market Report
March 1
Quality of cattle good with market 
very active. Stocker cattle steady 
with packer cows & bulls 2-3 bet-
ter.
Cattle – 850
Sheep & goats – 527
Medium & large frame #1 Steers:
200-300 lb. .65-1.32-2.84
300-400 lb. .30-1.60-2.82
400-500 lb. .25-1.76-2.54
500-600 lb. .65-1.67-2.25
600-700 lb. .50-1.63-2.20
700-850 lb. .92-1.20-1.55
Medium & large frame #1 
Heifers:
200-300 lb. .35-1.55-2.08
300-400 lb. .35-1.52-2.40
400-500 lb. .10-1.58-2.42
500-600 lb. .60-1.59-2.12
600-750 lb. .70-1.35-1.82
Cows:
Utility & commercial – 66-86-102
Cutters – 59-72-85
Canners – 49-54-60
Palpated cow – 400-1075 
Cow/Calf Pairs – 900-1450

Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 1.00-1.20
Light & Low Yielding – 85-99
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies – 75-280
Kid Goats (Fat) – 2.80-3.27
Wethers - 2.00-2.87
Billies – 1.90-2.17
Dorp. Ewes  - 65-150
Dorp. Lambs (Fat) – 2.70-3.20
Wooled Ewes –  NONE
Wooled Bucks – 1.30-1.80
Lambs – 1.50-2.95
Barb. Bucks – 225-275

Cuero Livestock Market Report 
on March 3, 2023
Number of head 1,502
There were 238 cows and 21 
bulls. The packer market was 
much higher. Packer cows jumped 
up $13/cwt to $109/cwt while the 
bulls were $8/cwt higher at $130/
cwt !!! Demand is exceptionally 
strong!
The calf market was higher by 
over $7/cwt. and once again there 
were new tops in over 3/4’s of the 
weight/sex categories. A very 
strong and upbeat market.
Packer bulls:  90.00-130.00
Packer cows:  
canners & cutters  85.00-109.00
poor & weak  25.00-50.00
Palpated: 32 bred  90.00-114.00
PAIRS:  NONE
Steer Calves:  (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs.  NONE
200-249 lbs.  145.00-218.00    
250-299 lbs. 225.00-258.00
300-350 lbs. 213.00-253.00
350-400 lbs. 209.00-237.00
400-450 lbs. 208.00-254.00
450-500 lbs. 194.00-247.00
500-550 lbs. 196.00-246.00
550-600 lbs. 192.00-225.00
600-700 lbs. 168.00-214.00
700-800 lbs. 143.00-192.00
Bull Calves: (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs 194.00-246.00
250-300 lbs. 202.00-248.00
300-350 lbs. 217.00-260.00
350-400 lbs. 214.00-259.00
400-450 lbs. 212.00-256.00
450-500 lbs. 206.00-252.00
500-550 lbs. 208.00-233.00
550-600 lbs. 187.00-218.00 
600-700 lbs 162.00-209.00
Over 700 lbs. 157.00-190.00
Heifer Calves: (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs. 193.00-220.00
200-250 lbs. 195.00-229.00
250-300 lbs 182.00-235.00
300-350 lbs. 192.00-242.00
350-400 lbs. 188.00-240.00
400-450 lbs. 188.00-219.00
450-500 lbs. 180.00-209.00
500-550 lbs 176.00-214.00
550-600 lbs. 173.00-200.00 
600-700 lbs. 157.00-185.00 
Over 700 lbs 140.00-165.00

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

Q. Are there any vines that the 
deer do not eat?

A. Among those that I am 
familiar with are trumpet creeper,  
star jasmine, Carolina jessamine, 
wisteria, and butterfly vine-. 
The butterfly vine is the most 
desirable in my opinion  because 
of attractive blooms and seed pods 
plus it is aggressive enough to fill 
a trellis but it won’t take over the 
neighborhood.  The jessamine is a 
leaner rather than a climbing vine. 

Q. Is it best to grow zinnias 
from seeds or from  transplants?

A. I like both techniques equally 
well. Using transplants results in 
quick blooms and seeds are easy 
to grow and allow you to grow 
many of the selections that are not 
usually available as transplants.  
California Giants are one of the 
favorite seeded selections.  If you 
plant Dreamland transplants you 

get access to especially compact 
and colorful blooms . They are a 
good variety to allow to drop its 
own seeds. The resultant plants 
show considerable differentiation 
but are a favorite nectar source for 
pollinators.  

Q. Is it worthwhile to collect 
seedlings from mulberries, 
hackberries and other species to 
plant on a vacant lot to produce 
seeds and berries for the birds 
and other wildlife?

A. It is usually not necessary to 
transplant mulberry or hackberry 

seedlings. It is true that they 
produce favorite wildlife food but 
it is usually more necessary to 
keep them under control with your 
pruning tools and Cut Vine and 
Stump Killer than it is necessary  to 
transplant them. 

Q. I am new to gardening in this 
area which are the best tomatoes 
to grow for taste?

A. That used to be a tough 
question because the difference 
in taste between tomato varieties 
used to be dependent on factors 
like timing of harvest and personal 
preferences, those factors are still 
important, but I think there is a 
general consensus that the best 
tasting tomato selections are Ruby 
Crush and BHN 968. The 2 varieties 
taste different, Ruby Crush is 
sweeter and BHN 968 is more tart 
but they both rate high through 
many taste tests. 

Garden
Q&A

Best tasting tomato selections are 
Ruby Crush and BHN 968

CALVIN 
FINCH
Gardening 
Q&ALunch & Learn with 

the Master Gardeners
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Spring has sprung and our daydreams have start-
ed featuring gardens. Lately, we have been hearing 
about the benefits and beauty of some of our native 
Texas plants. After all, Texas is home to more than 
5,000 native flowering plants. But where to start?

A lunch and learn program on native Texas plants 
is going to be offered and hosted by the Gonzales 
Master Gardeners on Thursday, March 16, from 
noon to 1 p.m.

The program presenter, Gonzales Master Gar-
dener and Texas Master Naturalist Sandi Ward, will 
discuss how to incorporate Texas native plants into 
our landscape and gardens.

The program will be held at the Master Garden-
ers’ Building, PACE: Plantatarium A Center for 
Exploration, located at 623 N. Fair Street, Gonzales.

This event is free and open to the public. The 
Gonzales Master Gardeners will share coffee, tea, 
cookies and knowledge so pack a sack lunch and 
join them for this informative program. For more 
information, go to www.gonzalesmastergardeners.
org or call 830-672-8531.

TEXAS TRIPLE CROWN WINNERS

 NEXT LEVEL IMAGES
Lane Hagan and Bob made their way into the history books on Saturday, capturing the final jewel in the elusive Open Triple Crown 
when she was selected Grand Champion Open Beefmaster Female at the Houston Livestock Show. Earlier this year she won 
the same title at the Fort Worth and San Antonio stock shows, making it the first time in the Beefmaster breed that a female has 
achieved this feat on the open show circuit.
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage 
reader participation on its Opinion page. Diverse 
and varied opinions are welcomed. Because of space 
limitations, we must limit all contributors to one 
letter per person per month. Letters of 400 words or 
less will be published unless they contain language 
or content that the editors feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about Gonzales County, 
from a resident of Gonzales County, or in response 
to a story that appears in print or online in The 
Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause letters to be 
rejected include the following:

• Confusing or unclear points.
• Crude language.
• Poor taste.
• Disrespectful comments regarding a group’s or 

individual’s ethnicity, gender, religion, culture, sexual 
orientation or race.

• Other incendiary language or remarks.
• Endorsements for or complaints about 

individually named commercial products or services.
• Poetry.
• Personal attacks.
• “Thank You” letters that go beyond general 

thanks to the community; attempt ato serve as an 
advertisement for a company, individual or political 
party; or is submitted in lieu of a paid “Thank You” 
advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, The 
Inquirer does not accept letters to the editor 
urging voters to vote for or against candidates in 
local elections. Endorsements should be displayed 

in political advertising. In light of this policy, 
we reserve the right to reject or edit letters for 
references to candidates and whether or not they 
should be elected. The Inquirer will accept letters 
expressing views on bond measures, constitutional 
amendments and other such issues. Letters will not 
be accepted once early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly publish factually 
incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively to the newspaper 
will be published. Letters to a third party or those 
written to more than one newspaper are not 
accepted. “Wallpaper” – submissions that are in 
large part copied-and-pasted from another author 
or organization – will not be published.

Letters written in response to other letter 
writers should address the issue at hand. Discourse 
should be civil and people should be referred to 
in a respectful manner. Letters referring to news 
stories should also mention the headline and date of 
publication.

All letters must be signed and include the writer’s 
street address or route address telephone number, 
which will be used for verification purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
• Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com
• U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616, Gonzales, 

Texas, 78629
• In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul Street, 

Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bring in a digital 
format, if possible).

Further questions may be directed to Publisher 
Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.

Letters to the Editor Policy
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Clayton Kelley

To describe the workouts he 
directed as “grueling” might 
be an extreme understatement 

if the athletes who ran for late track 
coach J. H. (Cap) Shelton are con-
sulted.

Known as the “dean of Texas track 
coaches,” he served at Howard Payne 
University — his alma mater — for 49 
years. He worked long hours daily in 
numerous faculty and administrative 
posts, but was always best known for 
coaching.

Pushing himself in a “can-‘til-
can’t” approach to life perhaps 
explains his preference for distance 
runners. Not all track stars run fast, 
but he quickly identified the ones de-
termined to run the longer races. His 
teams won 14 championships in the 
old Texas Conference, three in Lone 
Star and one national cross country 
championship….

*****
One who “soaked 

up” his mentoring 
was Glenn Petty, 
former Athletic Direc-
tor at Abilene Public 
Schools who died 
February 2 at the age 
of 82.

Like “Cap,” he 
taught life first and 
sports second.

He, too, was a lifelong educa-
tor, as have been dozens of others 
who were track and field athletes at 
HPU….

*****
Petty, a track star at Odessa High 

School, spent 42 years in education, 
including 26 in Abilene ISD, where 
he was Athletic Director for the last 
five years of his career.

Deeply admired at his points of 
service along the way — El Paso, 
Odessa, Big Spring, Odessa and 
Abilene ISDs — he was head track 
coach at Abilene Cooper, then HPU, 
before returning to Abilene as princi-
pal of Mann Middle School. He was 
twice named Texas Regional Middle 
School Principal of the Year and was 
a member of the HPU Sports Hall of 
Fame.

Cheering him on were Sandie, 
his wife of 60 years, and children 
Glenda, Glenn Jr. and Christi, as well 
as four grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren….

*****
Probably the determination for 

which Glenn is remembered was 
noted during his freshman year.

Running on the HPU cross country 
team at the national championship 
race in Omaha, he and more than 
130 other runners faced sub-freezing 
temperature and falling snow.

“We were about a mile into the 
four-mile race, and a runner next 
to Glenn somehow grazed Glenn’s 
shoe, and it went flying,” said Willie 
Myers, a senior teammate running 
slightly ahead.…

*****
He asked , “What do I do now?” 

Myers remembers. “I told him to 
stop, find the shoe and put it back 
on, but he would have none of it.”

Sure enough, Glenn kept running, 
miraculously completing the hilly 
course, despite pain inflicted by 
acorns and other objects in the snow 
on his shoeless foot.

“I never saw a limb more swollen 
the next day, doubled in size,” Myers 
recalls. The backstory headline cap-
tured the essence: “Snow Flies, Shoe 
Flies, He flies.”….

*****
He ran when races were measured 

by yards rather than meters, a U.S. 
change in the 1970s to conform with 
the rest of the world.

In 1960, Glenn ran the 880-yard 
event in 1:54.5, winning at the LSC 
track meet and becoming the first 
HPU athlete to win a conference run-
ning event as a freshman.

David Noble, himself an HPU 
alumnus and former track coach at 
HPU and Angelo State University, 
still considers the “change to meters” 
as a mistake which has set the sport 
back here….

*****
Glenn loved students. He also 

had interests all over the board. He 
enjoyed golf, woodworking, reading 
and spending time with family and 
friends.

A conversationalist who knew 
about much, he’d look up (okay, 
Google) what he didn’t know, then 
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Glenn Petty
1940-2023

See NEWBURY, page 10

BY SHERRY POE
Special to the Inquirer

Two incidents this past week have 
caused me to write this, although I 
have thought about doing it many 
times throughout the years since the 
dam broke in 2016. 

The first one was a homeschool 
mom, Canadian by birth, Texan by 
choice, and her son drove all the way 
from Dallas to Gonzales to film and 
record historical places for his school 
project.  They drove to the monu-
ment down at the “boat ramp” in 
Cost.  As the caretaker of the flags at 
the monument, I am most interested 
in visitors to our site and visit with 
them, and have over the nearly 40 
years we have lived here.  They were 
fascinated that I live on the battle site. 

Throughout the years we enjoyed 
the beautiful Ezekiel Williams Slough 
and Guadalupe river so much.  The 
wildlife and fish and birds made 
it their haven of rest and breeding 
grounds.  No more, I explained to this 
delightful pair as they peppered me 
with questions about the area. To be 
honest, I felt ashamed to show them 
the “river” as we walked down the 
useless “boat ramp” still owned by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife.  But they 
were gracious and appreciative.

The second incident that occurred 
this week was the recounting of the 
fall of the Alamo.  As I thought about 
that pivotal event in Texas history, I 
remembered the “Immortal 32” on 
their trek to the Alamo.  Our little 
town and the surrounding area is 
what some would consider “hal-
lowed ground.”  Do you? 

I realize there is no money to be 
received from tourists as they make 
their way to the battlefield, and I sup-
pose that is a reason why nothing has 
been done to spruce up the area.  I 
do thank the Texas Highway Depart-
ment for always keeping the grass 
mowed here.  We have watched them 
faithfully mow the area where the 
monument to the Come and Take It 
battle stands; they always do a great 
job of maintaining the grassy areas.  

I have attached a couple pics of the 
area I have described as the Ezekiel 
Williams Slough, named after the 
farmer whose watermelon patch was 
the battlefield.  As you can see, the 
water from the river is now backed 
up into the slough area and it is quite 
nice. 

When the H5 dam broke in March 
2016, the river level dropped 12 feet, 
thus draining the slough.  But heavy 
rains and flooding over the past 7 
years have dug out the natural gorge 
of the slough. 

My grandfather, Milton Linde-
mann, swam in that gorge in the early 
part of the 20th century and declared 
it to be 20 feet deep.  Because the wa-
ter is there now, we are slowly getting 
back birds and fish. 

Two questions for Gonzales county 
citizens:  1. Do you believe this area is 
worth cleaning up?  2. What ideas do 
you have to get something done?

Over the past 40 years, I have seen 
thousands of people visit the area to 

See BOAT RAMP, page 10



Before 1972, less that 300,000 girls 
participated in school sports in the 
United States. Write down the 
numbers on the correct path through 
the maze to discover how many 
girls participate in school sports.

Before and After Title IX

Today, girls have equal access to playing sports at public 
schools because in 1972, the United States Congress 
signed into law that everyone in the United States, 
regardless of their gender, has equal rights to play sports. 
This law is called Title IX. (Title IX is the same as Title 9. 
The number 9 is written in Roman numerals.)

Title IX Changes Girls’ Lives

Title IX uses the 
Roman numerals IX 

to show the word nine. 
Look through the 

newspaper for 
five numbers and 

rewrite each one as 
a Roman numeral.

Roman Numerals

Standards Link: Math: 
Understand the use and 

system of Roman numerals.

History of Women in Sports
C E L E B R A T E  W O M E N ’ S  H I S T O R Y

1800s Today

How many 
di�erences 

can you �nd 
between 
these two 
baseball 

players from 
di�erent 

years?

Women’s Sports Moments

Would you want to play tennis dressed like this?

Today, we know that exercise is good 
for everyone’s health—boys and 
girls, men and women.

Today, girls and women can play 
sports for fun. They also can compete 
and become professional athletes. 
But that was not always the case.

Imagine being told that you can’t do 
something you love to do. Or that 
you are forced to wear clothing that 

makes it difficult to do what you love 
to do. Or that you can’t find anyone 
to play a sport with you. Or that you 
aren’t allowed on a golf course, a 
tennis court or other sporting fields.

How would all of that make you 
feel? Frustrated? Lonely?

That is how girls and women who 
enjoyed sports felt before the year 
1972, a year of important change.

In the early 1900s, women wore long, 
heavy skirts that made it hard to run 
after a tennis ball.

It wasn’t just the skirts that were 
a problem, they also wore corsets 
and blouses made with 
long sleeves and 
stiff collars. They 
were expected to wear jackets, 
heavy shoes, and even
broad-brimmed hats.

A corset is a tight-fitting 
undergarment worn 
under a blouse. 

What’s a corset? Two women, 
Mrs. Edwards and 
Miss Kussin, boxed 

each other and showed 
women can throw punches.

Use the code to discover when each of these 
important moments happened.

Billie Jean King beats 
the No. 1-ranked men’s 
tennis player, Bobby 

Riggs, showing women 
can compete with men.

Aileen Riggin 
became the 
first female 
Olympian to 
win medals                in two different sports at the 

same Olympic Games. She medaled in both swimming 
and diving. Some say she was the first athlete, male or 
female, to win two medals in the same Olympic Games.
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More than
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girls participate in school 
sports today!
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Standards Link: Read informational text in history.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

T
Y
S
T
K
P
S
E
L
Y

F
L
O
L
Y
M
P
I
C
W

I
C
V
U
N
E
M
O
W
H

R
C
O
M
P
E
T
E
E
S

S
T
R
O
P
S
W
A
V
E

T
Y
J
S
A
O
L
T
S
V

W
S
M
I
R
T
S
H
C
E

O
R
H
N
H
T
H
L
H
E

R
A
A
N
N
O
O
E
O
L

H
E
T
E
X
V
E
T
O
S

ATHLETE
COMPETE
FIRST
HATS
HEALTH
OLYMPIC
SCHOOL
SHOES
SLEEVES
SPORTS
TENNIS
THROW
WOMEN
WORN
YEAR

A rebus is a puzzle that uses pictures to reveal a word or phrase. 
Can you solve this rebus puzzle?

Picture Puzzles

Standards Link: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

A Running Start

How many di�erences can you �nd 
between these two pictures?

Standards Link: Read biographical text.

Babe Didrikson Zaharias is considered one of the 
greatest athletes of the last century. Few, if any, have 

matched her achievements in sports.

Babe was born on June 26, 1911. When she was young, 
most girls did not participate in sports. Babe loved 
sports. In her lifetime, she was an Olympic gold 

medalist in track and field, an All-American basketball 
player, a champion golfer and an extraordinary baseball 

player, swimmer, bowler, diver and tennis player.

When the news of the 1928 Olympic Games filled the 
newspapers, Babe decided to begin her own training. 
She practiced hurdles by soaring over seven hedges in 
her neighborhood. When one of the hedges was a bit 

too high, she asked the people who lived there to cut it 
down to the right size, and they did!

Gol�ng Great
Babe was an excellent golfer. From 1946-47, Babe 
won 13 tournaments in a row. Babe would go on to 

win 113 golf tournaments.

The Woman I 
Most Admire
Write about a woman you 

know that inspires you.

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Find out what all your friends are talking about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer
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1088 E PIERCE ST 
LULING TX 78648

512-875-5425
lulingchevrolet.com

FINANCE RATES
AS LOW AS

0 

���������
����������

���������
����������

�FREE LIFETIME
ENGINE WARRANTY

ON PRE-OWNED
WAC + TT&L & Doc. See store for details. Limited Time OnlyExcludes foreign made & Diesel engines

%

NO PAYMENTS
FOR 90 DAYS!

ALL NEW SILVERADO LIGHT DUTIES
Contract Length Limited Not all will qualify, 0% available through GM Financial. Offer valid through 4/3/2023

2023 GMC SIERRA 3500HD
Crew Cab 4X4 SLT
DURAMAX DIESEL

$79,840$5,000 
OFF MSRP

84,840 MSRP - 5000 LCD STK 23039

Gonzales High School Yearbook Ad 22-23

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK
RECOGNITION AD TODAY!

DEADLINE: 05/01/2023

Advertisement Size and Price
Pages are 8.5 X 11 inches (minus .5” margins)

Yearbook Recognition Ads are the perfect way to commemorate achievements and celebrate milestones. In 
addition, revenues from Recognition Ads help our school create a better yearbook. To purchase your ad on-line, 
follow the instructions listed below. Please also consider our school’s ad content guidelines. All orders must be 
placed by 05/01/2023.

To place your order, please go to Gonzales ISD website
https://gonzalesisd.revtrak.net/high-school-payments/#/v/2022-23-yearbook-ads

1. Gonzales ISD website, 2. Online Payments, 3. Gonzales High School, 4. 22-23 Yearbook Ads

Select STUDENT AD SIZES COST
 2 Page Senior Spread $400
 Full Page Senior Ad $200
 Half Page Senior Ad $125
 1/4 Page Senior Ad $75
 Business Card Size Senior Ad $50

Select BUSINESS AD SIZES COST
 2 Page Business Spread Ad $400
 Full Page Business Ad $200
 Half Page Business Ad $125
 1/4 Page Business Ad $75
 Business Card Size Ad $50

Email Brandy.Low@gonzalesisd.net or Jennifer.Ervin@gonzalesisd.net
if you have questions or need assistance in creating your ad.

Coming to GonzalesComing to Gonzales
Tuesday, March 14th  •  11:30 am - 6:00 pm

Find out 
what all 

your friends 
are talking 

about

YOUR NEWS. YOUR WAY. follow us on
facebook for

easy access to 

The gonzales
inquirer

GonzalesTheThe InquirerInquirer
OUR 160TH YEAR          SERVING GONZALES COUNTY

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Left: Jaxon Beck feeds his pig water as he preps for the 
Gonzales County Youth Show Assocation’s Livestock show. 
Above: One of the ear-tagged steers is ready to be part of the 
Gonzales County Youth Show Association Livestock show 
Friday, March 3. 

Two steers in the JB Wells Arena are checked in for the Livestock show Thursday, March 2. The 
Gonzales Inquirer will have results in a special section celebrating all three county shows on 
Thursday, March 30.

YOUTH LIVESTOCK SHOW RETURNS

Children watch as their pigs are made ready for their big moment at the Livestock show Friday, 
March 3. 

Augustus Sexton with his pig Thursday, March 2, as he prepares for the Livestock show on Friday, 
March 3. 

GonzalesInquIrer.com
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YOU ARE INVITED!
Brown Hearing Centers

417 ST. GEORGE ST., SUITE 105
GONZALES, TX

Call now to schedule your appointment:

1-(855)-894-1869
www.brownhearingcenters.com

ONE DAY 
ONLY!

MARCH 14, 2023

Please call to schedule your 
FREE Hearing Evaluation 

& Otoscopic Exam
Gonzales resident Mike Darilek,
83 years old attained his lifelong 

dream of hunting a Red Stag Deer 
on November 23rd, 2022.

Total Score measured 403 inches.

830-672-3710
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

Hours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat . 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed Sunday
For your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or Stephanie

Fehner Firearms is closed on Mondays

SPRING WILL BE HERESPRING WILL BE HERE
BEFORE YOU KNOW IT!BEFORE YOU KNOW IT!

Come by Fehner & Son Grain
to check out everything

we have for Spring!

themed items in addition to feting the 
Lifetime Achievement and Community 
Service Award winners.

During remarks, outgoing Chamber 
President Carolyn Morrow spoke about 
the challenges faced by the Chamber 
from when she first started on the 
board in 2020, when COVID-19 caused 
shutdowns and event cancellations.

“It’s a nonprofit and your goal is to 
raise money to provide services and 
support. How do you do that in a year 
where you can’t leave your house? 
Right?” Morrow asked. “It’s pretty 
challenging but we got through it.

“We got through a lot of overcoming 
obstacles and then 2022 was a great 
year. Looking over the past 12 months, 
we just really want to thank you guys 
for everything that you’ve done to keep 
coming to events like this.”

She praised new Chamber executive 
director Melissa Henderson and new 
tourism coordinator Alise Mullins, 
whose position is funded through a 
partnership between the Chamber and 
the city of Gonzales, which Morrow 
called “a win for you guys in our 
community because it’s strategically the 
right thing to do.”

“We’ve got a great staff, we’ve got 
great board members, new incoming 
board members with fresh ideas, and 
we’re very, very excited, so we’re going 
to continue to promote business and 
advocate for you as members for the 
Gonzales Chamber of Commerce,” 
Morrow said.

Morrow closed her remarks by 
speaking about Gonzales’ role as the 
starting point of the Texas Revolution.

“This is where we stood our ground 
and we said we are not going to give 
up easily. We said ‘Come and take 
it,’” Morrow said. “I believe that same 
spirit, that entrepreneurial spirit, that 
spirit of fortitude and passion, exists 

in all of you. It’s in our hospitals. It’s in 
our school districts. It’s in every small 
business that’s trying to succeed. And so 
I say that together, we will support you 
as your Chamber, but we together can 
be a fabulous community. Let’s do it 
together. Let’s come and take it!”

Incoming President Wayne Baker 
told the audience that “without ya’ll’s 
participation and being here, none of 
this is possible.” Baker said one goal 
this year is to continue working on 
improvements to the Chamber building 
at 304 Saint Louis after the organization 
moved there in 2022.

“I don’t know if you’ve been by 
there, but it’s a lot bigger than what 
we had before (in the old Gonzales 
County Jail),” Baker said. “I’d like to 
thank (former executive director) Daisy 
(Scheske Freeman) for all her hard 
work that she put into getting us in that 
building, as well as (former executive 
director) Brad (Cox).”

Like Morrow, Baker believes tourism 
“is a goal for the Chamber to benefit 
everybody in this room.”

“We want to get as many people to 
Gonzales as we can, and staying in our 
hotels, coming to our events. We look 
forward to working with Main Street 
and just kind of get everybody working 
together to make Gonzales as good 
a place to be as possible. And I think 
working together we can do that,” Baker 
said.

Retiring board members honored 
include Morrow, Cindy Maldonado, 
Eddie Escobar and Suzanne Zaitz, 
while new incoming directors Sherri 
Schellenberg, Trey Lester, Noel Reese, 
Lawren Kridler and Jeff Natho were 
recognized. Other board members 
include Doug Durham, Naomi Brown, 
Sherry Hill, Brie Irons, Rafe Jackson, 
Manny Patel, Donna Trammell, Lisa 
Goss and Robert Butler.

PARTNERSHIP 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

local bred steers and 4-H 
Clover bucket calves.

The buyers’ buffet and 
registration then begins at 4 
p.m. Saturday, followed by 
the auction at 5 p.m. Joey 
Tomlinson will once again 
serve as auctioneer, hoping to 
make sure each exhibitor gets 
top dollar from their projects.

All participants then are 
required to take part in the 
mandatory clean-up of the 
arena and show barn at 8 a.m 
Sunday, March 12.

Anyone who cannot attend 
the show in person can show 

their support through the 
Buyers’ Pool. Contact either 
Harold Rice (830-534-6682) or 
Clint Martin (830-660-6398) 
for details and information 
about how to contribute to 
the Buyers’ Pool. Add-ons are 
another way to contribute, 
which are dollars that are 
added-on above the actual sale 
price of the projects and go 
directly to exhibitors. For add-
on information, please contact 
Jaci Wheat (830-203-0238).

Buyers’ Pool donations and 
add-ons can be mailed to 
Nixon-Smiley Livestock Show, 

PO Box 554, Nixon, TX 78140.
Anyone interested in being a 

vendor at the show can contact 
Laura Swenson (830-203-9901) 
or Jessica Garcia (830-534-
9561) for vendor information.

Judges for the 2023 show 
include:

• Anthony Netardus:  Sift
• Benny Conn: Ag Mech 
• Wayne Bender:  Rabbits
• Jeff Hanselka: Poultry
• Elsie Lacy: Cakes/Crafts
• Micah Walker: Livestock
In order to take part in the 

Nixon-Smiley Livestock Show, 
an exhibitor must be a full-time 

student in grades 3-12 and not 
have graduated or completed 
a GED program. They must 
either be in home school or in 
school at Nixon-Smiley CISD 
and either reside in the Nixon-
Smiley CISD or attend school 
there.

Exhibitors must be a member 
in good standing of at least one 
of the following clubs: Nixon 
4-H Club, Smiley 4-H Club, 
Leesville 4-H Club, Nixon-
SmileyFFA and/or Nixon-
SmileyFCCLA and cannot 
be expelled, suspended or 
enrolled in alternative school 

any time after Jan. 1 in the 
calendar year of the show.

Also, each exhibitor must 
volunteer four hours of 
community service at the show 
grounds prior to the livestock 
show check-in and they are 
required to write hand-written 
thank you notes to each buyer 
of his/her project or to any 
add-on buyer the exhibitor 
receives. Any exhibitor 
awarded a medal, buckle, vest 
or rosette also is required to 
write a hand-written thank 
you note to each donor of the 
award.

LIVESTOCK 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LEW K. COHN
Amanda Frederick sung the national anthem and the Young Texians performed the piece “Land, 
Land” during the Gonzales Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture banquet on Thursday, March 2. 
Outgoing president Carolyn Morrow and incoming president Wayne Baker both spoke about the 
partnership between the city and Chamber for promoting tourism, including the addition of new 
tourism coordinator position held by Alise Mullins.



HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
Th e deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

GONZALES
INQUIRER

CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK!

CALL TODAY!
830-672-2861

210
MISC. SERVICES

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

470
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE
850

HELP WANTED
850

HELP WANTED
850

HELP WANTED
850

HELP WANTED
850

HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

440
FURNITURE

850
HELP WANTED
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Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 

Inquirer!Inquirer!

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

400
DIRT, GRAVEL

WE HAVE SE-
LECT fill, wash 
rock for land-
scape, septic 
rock & pea gravel 
for sale. Bob-
cat Driver also 
needed. For more 
information, con-
tact Randall, 361-
243-6908, Durrett 
Sand & Gravel.

Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution
JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer 
Service. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale.  
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

WANTED: YOU-
TUBE VIDEO Ed-
itor. Experience 
not necessary, 
but helpful. Job 
duties: editing 
videos, upload-
ing to Social Me-
dia. Part-time, 25 
hours. For Mike 
Hanson Archives. 
Call 830-672-
3089 or email to 
mikehansonar-
chives.infowars@
gmail.com

THE TEXAN IS 
looking for a Full 
time Maintenance 
Director. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

NOW HIRING 
EXPERIENCED 
electrician.  Jour-
neyman license 
required. Please 
call BNM Electric 
LLC, 830-857-
0930 to apply. 

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions

YARD MAINTE-
NANCE. SERV-
ING Gonzales 
area since 1987. 
Call Dennis 
Droupy, 830-672-
2000. Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 

needed to teach at Victoria College’s 
Gonzales Center.  For more 

information and to apply go to 
www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply
Is now hiring for

Yard Hand/Customer Service
Forklift experience required.

Must be dependable.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls
We now off er Health Insurance

• All Positions
• Full-time
• Part-time
• Flexible 
  Schedules
• Competitive
   Wages

Please apply 
in person:

OR online at
Sonicdrivein.com/jobs 

Store #2104
Zip Code 78629

Now 
Hiring!!

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Shirley Breitschopf: (830) 857-4142

Lynnette Cooper: (830) 857-1364

Kristein Kotzebue: (830) 203-4550

Carol Hardcastle: (830) 857-3517

Kenneth Holder: (210) 722-6177

Rebekah Morgan: (830) 857-5664

Garen Reese: (830) 857-3114

Sherri Schellenberg (830) 857-6439

®

BREITSCHOPF -

COOPER

REALTY

1331 St. Joesph St.

Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2522

gonzalesproperties.com

gonzalesproperties@gmail.com

The Associates of Breitchopf-Cooper Realty:

RESIDENTIAL | FARM & RANCH | 
COMMERICAL

Shirley Breitschopf: (830) 857-4142

Lynnette Cooper: (830) 857-1364

Kristein Kotzebue: (830) 203-4550

Carol Hardcastle: (830) 857-3517

Kenneth Holder: (210) 722-6177

Rebekah Morgan: (830) 857-5664

Garen Reese: (830) 857-3114

Sherri Schellenberg (830) 857-6439

®

BREITSCHOPF -

COOPER

REALTY

1331 St. Joesph St.

Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2522

gonzalesproperties.com

gonzalesproperties@gmail.com

The Associates of Breitchopf-Cooper Realty:

RESIDENTIAL | FARM & RANCH | 
COMMERICAL

The Associates of Breitchopf-Cooper Realty:
Shirley Breitschopf: (830) 857-4142
Elaine Brzozowski: 361-798-8008
Lynnette Cooper: (830) 857-1364
Carol Hardcastle: (830) 857-3517
Kenneth Holder: (210) 722-6177

Kristein Kotzebue: (830) 203-4550
Rebekah Morgan: (830) 857-5664

Garen Reese: (830) 857-3114
Sherri Schellenberg (830) 857-6439

808 E. Pierce St.
Luling, Texas 78648

(830) 875-5866 
Residential, Farm & Ranch, Commercial properties

‘Serving Gonzales and surrounding counties’

FOR SALE: 
Q U E E N S I Z E 
bed, mattress, 
dresser, small 
endtables, enter-
tainment center, 
large solid wood 
jewelry box, etc. 
Call 830-305-
2219.

USE HAPPY 
JACK® mange 
medicine to pro-
mote healing & 
hair growth to any 
mange, hot spot, 
fungus or allergy 
on dogs & horses 
without steroids! 
At Tractor Sup-
ply®. (www.hap-
pyjackinc.com)

PLEASE CALL 
OR message 
830-445-9451 if 
you’re needing a 
personal caregiv-
er/housekeeper. 
Detailed oriented 
and very depend-
able. Available in 
and around the 
Gonzales area.

Gonzales County 
Water Supply 
Corporation

2000 Waelder Road
Gonzales, TX

Is hiring entry level and 
experienced field personnel. Must 
have High School Diploma or 
GED. Must have valid driver’s 
license. Must pass background 
check. CDL a plus but not 
required. Must be willing to 
obtain operator certification and 
work flexible hours, including 
call rotation after hours and 
weekends. Benefits include paid 
vacation, sick, holiday, insurance, 
uniforms, and retirement. Apply 
in person.

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

Gonzales County 
Water Supply 
Corporation

Is hiring an experienced billing/
payment clerk to handle a large 
volume of utility payments. Will 
also serve as customer service 
representative. Must be computer 
proficient with good attention to 
detail. Cash handling experience 
and bi-lingual a plus. Must have 
high school diploma or GED. 
Hours are 8-5 M-F. Benefits 
include paid vacation, sick, 
holiday, insurance and retirement 
plan. Apply in person, 2000 
Waelder Rd., Gonzales.

860
WORK WANTED

LOOKING FOR 
A NEW JOB? 

Find it in the
Gonzales
Inquirer

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

830-672-2861
SUBSCRIBE! 
830-672-2861



Classifieds
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900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.
Find out what all your friends 

are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to  

The Gonzales Inquirer!

facebook.com/GonzalesInquirer

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

March 2
Puzzle Answers

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1626

       H A Y S
       I G O T
       S O U R
         A A
        D I D   M I N E R S
       F I N D  G E N T L E A S A
       A N T L E R S   E S T E S
  F R I G A T E  I R I S  D C T E N S
  F U G E T T   N A M E D I T   S E
   T O T H E D O G S  D O O R  O U R
    T U R N O U T   W A R O N F A T
     P E E  T H E S I S  N A I L
      E D   E X I T   I T T
           E N H A N C E
           S A Y N O
            T O A
            R U M
            A R E  

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

Advertising Sales
Representative

The Gonzales Inquirer is seeking a motivated individual to assist 
with advertising sales across our print, digital and social media 
platforms.
We are an award-winning weekly community newspaper in 
Gonzales County, where the fight for Texas Independence began. 
We are also one of the oldest continually published newspapers 
in the state with editions dating back to 1860. We publish daily 
online and have a weekly print newspaper as well as a variety of 
magazine and special promotional products.
While we are very proud of our newspaper’s history, not to
mention the history of our community - we ARE where the 
phrase, ‘Come & Take It’ originated - we are also proud of our 
future and want the right person to help us take our newspaper to 
the next level.
We are looking for the right person to sell advertising for us in 
a full-time position. We offer a competitive performance-based 
compensation plan, including base pay plus commissions
Successful candidates have good earning potential, plus we also 
offer top-notch benefits, including health insurance.
RESPONSIBILITIES
• Partner with businesses within our communities to help them
   with their advertising, marketing and branding needs
• Contact businesses via phone and email
• Provide excellent customer service
• Collaborate with fellow team members both in-person and
   virtually
• Process paperwork 
• Accomplish project and monthly sales goals
• Build and nurture relationships with customers and potential
   customers
QUALIFICATIONS
• Strong verbal, phone and written communication skills
• Reliable transportation
• Computer-literate
• Self-motivated, competitive attitude
• Experience with Microsoft Office software, in particular
   Outlook, Word and Excel
• Comfortable making phone calls to prospective customers
• Ability to thrive, multi-task and be flexible in a fast-paced,
   deadline-oriented environment
NICE TO HAVE
• Business to business sales experience — a plus, but can train the
   right candidate
• Use of various social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter,
   Instagram, etc.)
• Knowledgeable of Gonzales County and its communities
The Gonzales Inquirer is part of Fenice Community Media, a 
progressive group of Texas community newspapers that prefers 
to promote from within. If you’re ready for an exciting job where 
there’s always something new happening, please apply!

622 St. Paul St. • Gonzales, TX 78629
lew.cohn@gonzalesinquirer.com

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

NOTICE TO PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST

ESTATE OF RANDY GAY 
SQUYRES, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
were issued to MELVIN R. SQUYRES on the Estate of 
RANDY GAY SQUYRES, Deceased, on March 1, 2023, in 
Cause No. PW23-0248 of the Probate Docket of Gonzales 
County, Texas, which is still pending, and that such person 
now holds such letters.  All persons having claims against 
the estate are required to present the same within the time 
prescribed by law to such person.  Such claims shall be 
addressed in care of James K. Crain, III, CRAIN & 
SHEPPARD, at the address of P. O. Box 427, Cuero, 
Texas 77954.
 Melvin R. Squyres, Independent Executor of
 Estate of Randy Gay Squyres, Deceased

Public Notice
Gonzales Economic Development 

Corporation
In accordance with the Development Corporation Act, 
Section 505.160 of the Texas Local Government Code, the 
Gonzales Economic Development Corporation, a Type B 
economic development corporation, is publishing this no-
tice of the following project: provide economic development 
assistance to Irons Properties, LLC, for improvements to 305 
St. George in an amount not to exceed One Hundred Four 
Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($104,000.00).

Gonzales Economic Development 
Corporation

In accordance with the Development Corporation Act, Sec-
tion 505.160 of the Texas Local Government Code, the Gon-
zales Economic Development Corporation, a Type B eco-
nomic development corporation, is publishing this notice of 
the following project: provide economic development assis-
tance to Gonzales Main Street, Inc., a Texas non-profit cor-
poration, in an amount not to exceed Three Hundred Thir-
ty-Six Thousand forty and No/100 Dollars ($336,040.00) for 
fiscal year 2022-2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Waelder ISD March Board Meeting 
has been moved from March 22nd to 
March 27th at 6pm in the Cafeteria.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION – TRC 109 & 114
THE STATE OF TEXAS:                          Cause No. 28,473
Homer Williams, Janet Antwine, Et al IN THE DISTRICT COURT

V  25TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
 
Rachel Barfield, Et al  GONZALES COUNTY, TEXAS

TO: Rachel Barfield also known as Rachel Barefield, Deceased; Willie
Goodpasture Steen, Deceased; Louisa Mikes, Deceased; Eugene Steen, Deceased;
Novela Jones, Deceased; Rate Steen, Deceased; Oz Steen, Deceased, Sylvester
Steen,  Deceased; Katie Mae Blackwell, Deceased; Lawyer Steen, Deceased; Lillian
Steen, Deceased; Harroslis Steen, Deceased; Joseph Steen, Deceased; Birdo Steen,
Deceased; Edman Steen, Deceased; Ruby L.S. Mosley, Deceased; Kenneth
Coleman; Sylvester Steen, Jr., Deceased; Johnie E. Steen, Deceased; Birdo Steen, Jr., 
Deceased; Burnie Williams, Deceased; Joseph Steen, Deceased; Martha L. Steen, 
Deceased; Willie Steen, Deceased; Lilian Simmons; Rosemary Steen, Deceased; 
Grace L. Heck; Lionel Rogers; Nathan K. Rogers, Deceased; Stanley E. Rogers; 
William J. Shropshive; Michael W. Steen; Julia C. McAfee; Martha K.T. Maddox; 
Marsha T. Pickens; Ethel T. Shelton; Bobby Joe Thompson, Deceased; Mitchelle 
Thompson; Steven Thompson, Deceased; Bobbie Steen; Johnsie Steen; Laura 
Steen; Berda J. Williams; Wanda Thompson; Edna Lee Steen, Deceased; Billy Jo 
Neal; Marylin Steen; Sallie C. Steen, Deceased; Shawn  Dean Thompson; Corey 
D. Brooks; Monique Thompson; Nicole Thompson; Deloris Y. Thompson; Larkin 
Goodpasture, Deceased; Henrietta Goodpasture also known as Henrietta Collins 
and Heinrietta Johnson, Deceased; Julias Johnson, also known as Julius Johnson, 
Deceased; Mattie L. Johnson, Deceased and their respective heirs, Defendant’s.

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. 
If you or your attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued 
this citation by 10:00 am on the Monday next following the expiration of 42 
days after the date this citation was issued, a default judgment may be taken 
against you.”

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the Plaintiff ’s
Original Petition for Sale Pursuant to Chapter 23A Texas Property Code at or
before 10:00 o’clock A.M. on the Monday next after the expiration of 42 days after
the date of issuance of this citation before the Honorable District Court of
Gonzales County, at the Courthouse in said County in Gonzales, Texas. Said 
Plaintiff ’s Original Petition for Sale Pursuant to Chapter 23A Texas Property Code 
was filed in said court on the 01/30/2023 in the above entitled cause.

A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as follows, to-wit: as is more
fully shown by Plaintiff ’s Original Petition for Sale Pursuant to Chapter 23A Texas 
Property Code on file in this suit.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said Court at Gonzales Texas this 8th 
day of February, 2023.

Attorney for Plaintiff or Plaintiff:
Christie Ortman Fullilove
403 St. George
Gonzales, TX 78629
830-672-8651 Clerk of the Court
 Janice Sutton
 414 St. Joseph St., Ste. 300
 Gonzales County, Texas

 By ____________________  Deputy

(855) 630-0296

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

INDIAN 
ARROWHEADS 

WANTED
Point Type: Clovis, Yuma, 

Firstview & Eden

Must be old, authentic & unbroken
Absolute

TOP DOLLAR
Paid

Up to 5 figures for one point.
I am a very serious high-end collector.

Call 979-218-3351

TexSCAN Week of 
Mar. 5-11, 2023

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in 
Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher, 
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South 
Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties – whitetail, 
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde – whitetail, 
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720. 

East Texas Land Tracts. 47 acres for $259,900. 80 
acres for $379,900. 145 acres for $779,900. 152 acres 
for $809,900. 290 acres for $1,449,900. Timber AG 
Exempt/ W trees. Financing available/ No restrictions. 
Call David at 1-512-596-9662.

ADOPTION
California couple promises newborn loving home, 
secure future. Devoted grandparents, gentle pet, 
educational opportunities Generous living expenses 
paid. Contact Michael 323-250-3679 or attorney 
310-663-3467.

ARROWHEADS
INDIAN ARROWHEADS WANTED. Point Type: 
Clovis, Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic 
& unbroken. Absolute top dollar paid – up to 5 figures 
for one point. I am a very serious high-end collector. 
Call 979-218-3351.

Want to lease an area (small acreage) to find Indian 
arrowheads in the sand dunes of West Texas. I will 
pay up to five figures for the right property. Call 
979-218-3351.

AUCTION
BANKRUPTCY SALE, Fort Worth. 50,000± SF 
Data Center/Flex/Warehouse, 9100 NW U.S. HWY 
287. Bid deadline Mar. 23. Built 2018 w/ $6.7M in 
upgrades, expansive warehouse, 13.72± AC with 6.6± 
AC for expansion, 22 drive-in doors & 2 loading docks, 
heavy power (10 MW electric), modern 2-story office 
space, leased 5,000± SF storage warehouse. 855-755-
2300, HilcoRealEstate.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258 

EMPLOYMENT 
The Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas is accepting 
proposals for construction of 10 new homes in the 
Vega Land Subdivision. Deadline: Feb. 28, 2023 by 
3 p.m. CST. Specifications: Purchasing@ktttribe.org 
or 830-773-2105.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?

To advertise, call us at

830-672-2861

Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.

Click on the 
Classifi eds tab at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

THEN
CLICK



FROM STAFF REPORTS
Escaped inmate Bran-

don Hogan remains at-
large and has been added 
to the Texas Top 10 Most 
Wanted list. 

Coryell County Sher-
iff ’s Office Deputies and 
Investigators continue 
to follow up tips and 
information on Hogan’s 
whereabouts. 

Please continue to call 
in any viable or cred-
ible information to the 
Sheriff ’s Office at (254) 
865-7201 ext. 0 or the 
Texas Crime Stoppers Tip 
Line at 1-800-252-TIPS 
(8477). 

The public is reminded 
that Hogan should be 
considered armed and 

dangerous. Do not 
attempt to make any 
contact with him, but call 
local law enforcement 
immediately if he is seen.

Callers to the Crime 
Stoppers can remain 
anonymous, and still 
qualify for hundreds in in 
reward money.

Readers no doubt recall 
last summer’s horrible 
discovery after police 
shot and killed 46-year-
old Gonzalo Lopez fol-
lowing a standoff with 
the man in South Texas.

He escaped May 12, 
2022, by attacking prison 
officials aboard a medi-
cal transport bus. On and 
over the next couple of 
weeks Lopez made it all 
the way from just outside 
Centerville, located on 
I-45 at about the mid-
point between Dallas and 
Houston, afoot and wear-
ing nothing but prison 
stripes, to the South 
Texas town of Jourdan-
ton in Atascosa County, 
about 40 miles south of 

San Antonio, on June 2, 
2022.

That’s some 250 miles 
in all, and means he 
likely passed through the 
local area at some point.

Following the shootout 
in Jourdanton, officers 
discovered five bodies 
—a grandfather and his 
four young grandchildren 
– all apparent Lopez vic-
tims before police could 
put him down. They were 
identified by authorities 
as members of a Tomball 
family: brothers Way-
lon Collins, 18, Carson 
Collins, 16, and Hudson 
Collins, 11; their cousin, 
Bryson Collins, 11; and 
their grandfather, Mark 
Collins, 66.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Rehearsals are in full swing for 

“Dear Jack, Dear Louise,” the 2023 
spring production at the Shiner 
Gaslight Dinner Theatre.

Josh Kaspar directs this joyous, 
heart-warming play about two 
strangers, Jack, a soldier, and Lou-
ise, a beautiful young actress, who 
meet by letter during World War II 
and a love story begins.

Tony Award-winning playwright 
Ken Ludwig was inspired to write 
this play by the WWII courtship of 
his parents. Gabe Adamek and Jodi 
Adamek, both veteran actors on 
the Gaslight stage and recipients of 
many Gaslight awards, will bring 
the story to life as Jack and Louise.  

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
performances are April 14-16, 
21-23, 28-30. A Wednesday per-

formance will be April 19. All are 
in the evening except for Sunday 
matinees. A meal is served before 
the play.    

General tickets go on sale begin-
ning Monday, March 20. Please call 
361-594-2079 between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. on weekdays to reserve. 
All tickets must be reserved in 
advance. For more information log 
onto www.shinergaslight.org.

Shiner Gaslight Theatre Presents ‘Dear Jack, Dear Louise’

Brandon Hogan

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

Brent Franques 
Ll#0027839 

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Carpentry • Home Repair
Painting

Wolff Pro.
Family Owned & Operated

Since 1947

Box 481 • Gonzales, TX 78629
Office: 830-672-3089 • Cammy: 830-263-8210 • Mike: 512-656-0521

guadalupevalleyservices@gmail.com
“We Bring the Comfort”

License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

NOW
HIRING

830-672-5900
1835paintandbody@gmail.com 

David Ontiveros I Juan Reyes 
3765 Hwy 183 N. 

Gonzales, TX 78629 
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NEWBURY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

continue conversations. (One friend said 
he talked at 300 words a minute, with gusts 
to 350!)

He looked forward to overnight outings 
with college track buddies and spouses. 
They met annually — lately in Fredericks-
burg — for about the past 30 years….

*****
His heart weakening, he remained an 

encourager to the end. I received his email 
a few days before his death. It urged me to 
“keep on keeping on.”

Glenn contributed much and finished well.
This friend will be greatly missed…..

*****
Dr. Newbury is a speaker and former university 

president who has written weekly since 2003. Phone: 
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 

Facebook: Don Newbury.

boat, fish, kayak, hunt duck, and have spoken 
to many of them.  They came from all over the 
state and elsewhere.  We have a beautiful little 
town and have never really capitalized on the 
waterfront and river areas in the county. 

People love water and are drawn to it. 
Water is life.  The river is being assaulted by 
many these days who desire to capitalize 
monetarily on it.  How can we make our area 
on the battlefield more appealing to visitors? 

I know the Chamber of Commerce is 
interested.  In 2018 I testified before the 
House and Senate committees about this very 
area I am speaking of.  Nothing became of 
it.  Nothing was done.  No one really seemed 
that interested in this historical site.  I believe 
it is special and needs attention.  What kind 
of impression do we want to leave with the 
people who visit?

BOAT RAMP 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Lawmen hunting for another escaped convict



622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

PRESBYTERIAN EASTER 
SERVICES

Please make plans to join The 
Presbyterian Church of Gonzales 
for the following services:

• Palm Sunday, April 2, wor-
ship at 11 a.m.;

• Maundy Thursday, April 6, 
6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall; 
and

• Easter Sunday, April 9. On 
Easter Sunday we will have break-
fast at 9 a.m. in the fellowship hall 
to be followed by Easter worship 
at 10 a.m. Everyone is welcome!

CHURCH BRIEFS

Hey there y’all, are we en-
joying this weather or what? 
Well, I know I certainly am. If 
you’re not, you need to move 
to Chicago for twelve years, 
then tell me how you feel 
when you get back. It seems 
we shouldn’t be mowing in 
late February/early March, 
but I’m not complaining. I 
enthusiastically jumped on 
the mower a couple of weeks 
ago and had barely warmed 
up before breaking a belt. 
I wasn’t particularly look-
ing forward to replacing it, 
as it required removing the 
deck from the mower to get 
the new one on. No big deal 
really, while lumber and 
drywall are more my thing, 
I just don’t enjoy mechanic 
work at all. Romans 12:12 
reminds us to “Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in tribula-
tion, be constant in prayer”. 
I do my best, what can I say? 
So, when patience is running 
thin, instead of using profan-
ity, I like to exclaim in a loud 
voice, oh...Snarkleflark! It 
seems to satisfy the craving, 
leaving me (arguably), still as 

pure as the driven snow. 
With short/fat fingers that 

any Vienna sausage would be 
jealous of, I’m guaranteed to 
loose at least a few of every 
small nut, bolt, washer, or 
screw I come in contact with. 
Ahh, so that must be what 
they mean when they say I 
must have a screw loose? By 
the time I got the new one 
on, the stinging nettle in my 
yard was over two feet tall. I 
personally love it and would 
miss not being stung 100+ 
times a year, as after so many 
years of it, it kinda feels like 
home. But for y’all that are 
unfamiliar with it, it feels 
like you’re standing atop of 
a giant fire ant mound, with 
a residual tingling that feels 
like your foot is waking up af-
ter falling asleep, for up to 24 
hours. However, it’s a great 
plant, rich in vitamin A, B2, 

C and K, potassium, calcium, 
folate, iron and antioxidants. 
Many people cook with it, as 
heat removes the sting, but 
we mostly use it for tea, just 
wear gloves when handling 
it. When new to country life, I 
once had someone convince 
me it was wild mint, encour-
aging me to grab some and 
smell it. I did appreciate the 
prank, and once my face quit 
wobbling like a jelly filled 
donut, thought it was pretty 
funny myself.

I left off of my dad’s story 
last week with him almost 
shooting himself in the 
foot. Seeing as how he was 
destined to become a pilot, 
much of our time together 
revolved around planes. 
Living in Florida at the time, 
a friend of his once flew 
us to a small landing strip 
somewhere deep in the 
Everglades. Though young, 
I remember it feeling kinda 
spooky. We climbed up into 
a fire lookout tower, but 
decided to cut our time there 
short after hearing panthers 
fighting in the forest. Another 

time we went on an airboat 
ride through the Everglades, 
seeing many gators along the 
way. For anyone who’s never 
been out in the glades, it’s a 
very isolated and erie experi-
ence, like nowhere I’ve been 
before, nothing like what I 
saw on the TV show “Gentle 
Ben”. On another outing we 
visited a bay that housed a 
seaplane company, watching 
them take off and land for 
hours, while we played with 
the horseshoe crabs along 
the beach. Although our 
time together didn’t last as 
long as I would’ve liked, due 
to marital separation and 
military duty, the memories 
I have are pretty awesome, 
and I’ll be sharing more 
soon, so stay tuned. It’s kind 
of a shame that so much of 
our life is spent working, and 
not nearly enough spent on 
living it and building memo-
ries. So, remember to spend 
it wisely, as we’ll all only get 
one shot at it.

Love you guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise
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The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808
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  1 
Dr Quebedeaux
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Dr Ryan

Dr Echols
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Austin MFM
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Dr Echols
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Dr Ryan

Dr Echols 
 

10 
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Dr Miller
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Dr Ryan 
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Dr Bui
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Austin MFM
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Dr Ryan 
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Dr Echols 
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27
Austin MFM

 

28 
Dr Echols

 

29 
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller

30 
Dr Ryan 

Dr Echols 
 

31

Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinicmarch    2023 

Urology
Robert Ryan, III, M.D.
(830) 379-8491

Ophthalmology
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D.
(830) 379-3937

Orthopedics
Trent Twitero, M.D.
(830) 625-0009

Podiatry
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A.
(830) 303-0005
Charles White, D.P.M
(830) 303-0005

Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine
(512) 821-2540

LOCATED AT THRIVE:

Orthopedics                       Surgery                              Cardiology                          Dermatology                            
Gloria Box, M.D.                   Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                 William Craig, M.D.                   Dr. Desai                  
(830) 672 - 8497                    (830) 672 – 8497                                         (830) 672 – 3845                        (713) 864-2659

Audiology
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist
(830) 372-2237

Chiropractic
Jeff Echols, DC
(512)799-6811

Dermatology
Vicente Quintero, M.D.
(830) 626-5551
Dr Desai 
(713) 864-2659

Nephrology
Azhar M. Malik, M.D.
(361)-576-0011
George Osuchukwu, MD
(361)576-0011
Yong Du, MD
(361)576-0011

Obstetrics
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN
(830) 379 - 1500

Pain Management
Eric Miller, M.D.
(830) 272-7746

PRACTICE OF GARY GAGE, O.D. CLOSING
Thanks to all the loyal patients who have chosen
me for their eye care over the last 43 years. I had
planned to hand over the practice to a worthy
successor, but after several years of effort could
not find one. We’re closing March 31st. Records
will be available for transfer with a signed
written request sent to PO Box 1598, Gonzales,
Texas 78629.

*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

OBITUARIES

Sylvia Soliz Fernandez, 
66, of Gonzales, Texas, 
passed away on Saturday, 
March 4, 2023. She was 
born on August 29, 1956, 
in Gonzales, Texas, to 
Alejandro Soliz, Sr. and 
Ruperta Villarreal Soliz. 
She was the youngest of 
10 children.

Sylvia loved to laugh 
and carry on with friends 
and family. Her grandkids 
have special memories of 
playing Loteria for snacks 
and Yahtzee for change 
with her. As her health 
slowly deteriorated over 
the last couple of years, 
she enjoyed spending 
her time watching TV 
game shows and sports 
while working on sudoku 
puzzles. 

Sylvia is survived by 
her children Christie 

Neco (Robert), Charla 
Clayborne, Lucy Martinez 
(Ariel), and Jesse Campa; 
grandchildren Kayla 
Soliz, Hope Soliz, Robert 
Soliz, Makayla Clayborne, 
Whitley Bonilla, 
Alexzavier Martinez, and 
Arriyanna Martinez; great 
grandchildren Peace 
Trevino, Wyatt Aguayo, 
Jace Hammond, Jonathan 
Fulilove Jr., and Tayvian 

Taylor; sisters Dominga 
Gonzalez, Julie Mendez 
and brother Alejandro 
Soliz, Jr.

She was preceded 
in death by her loving 
parents; brother Nestor 
Soliz; sisters Guadalupe 
Rodriguez, Enriqueta 
Valdez, Elena Alvarado, 
San Juanie Valdez and 
Yolanda Banda; husband 
Jose Francisco Vera; great 
granddaughter Everly 
Hammond.

The family is following 
her wishes of a direct 
cremation with no 
memorial service and 
would like to thank 
everyone for their 
condolences and prayers. 

Arrangements are 
under the care and 
direction of Seydler-Hill 
Funeral Home.

Sylvia Soliz Fernandez
Scripture tells us, 

“Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death 
of His saints.” On 
Wednesday, March 1st, 
2023, God called another 
of His saints to Himself. 
On that day, Bruce Carroll 
Baker laid down his 
earthly burdens and went 
to his heavenly home.  
Bruce was born into this 
world August 27, 1943, 
the son of Isom Shelby 
Baker and Beulah King 
Baker.  A life-long resident 
of Gonzales County, 
Bruce attended Gonzales 
high school.  Between 
his junior and senior 
year, Bruce married his 
childhood sweetheart, 
Elaine Lenore Bright.  
Their son, Dean, was born 
in 1961, prior to Bruce’s 
graduation.  Bruce was 
probably the first father to 
graduate from Gonzales 
High school, and almost 
certainly the first to 
have his son attend his 
graduation ceremony.

Evidently Bruce was 
eager to become an 
adult, for not only was 
he married before he 
graduated, he started 
his first business while 
still in high school.  At 
the age of 16, he started 
Bruce Baker Farms, 
selling eggs to Continental 
Produce.   In 1982, Baker 
Farms became Soncrest 
Egg Company.  Bruce 
operated Soncrest until 
2014, when he sold out 
to Hidden Valley Ranch.  
After selling Soncrest, he 
started another business, 
Southern Cross Poultry, 
buying and selling hens.  
He was a long -time 
member of the National 
Poultry Federation.  
Bruce also raised cattle 
and was a member of 
the National Cattlemen’s 
Association.               

Although Bruce was a 
successful businessman, 
he is probably best 
remembered as a loving 
husband and father, 
and a faithful and 
committed Christian.   
Bruce and Elaine had 
three daughters, Linda, 
Deborah, and Crystal, 
and two sons, Dean and 
Jarrett.  His children 

were his pride and 
joy. As grandchildren 
came along, they were 
proudly included in the 
family circle.  His great 
grandchildren number 
27, but Bruce’s heart was 
large enough to find a 
place for each of them.  
The strength of their 
family ties is exemplified 
by the inclusion of many 
members in the business.

The legacy Bruce left for 
his family, however, is one 
of faith and love for God.  
He made a commitment 
to God at the age of 14 
and was faithful to that 
commitment the rest of 
his life.  In his younger 
years, Bruce attended 
Wrightsboro Baptist 
Church and First Baptist 
Church in Gonzales.  
Later, he attended Tree 
of Life Church in New 
Braunfels, Emmanuel 
Fellowship in Gonzales 
and, for the past 17 
years, has been a faithful 
member of Faith Family 
church. His commitment 
to conduct himself as a 
Christian touched every 
area of his life, and his 
faith carried him through 
many difficult times.  But 
he also touched the lives 
of many others who look 
upon Bruce and Elaine as 
spiritual parents.  If there 
is anything he would want 
for his extended family, 
it would be that they all 
find, and walk, in the 
same faith he exhibited all 
his life.

Bruce is survived by his 
wife, Elaine, his help-
mate, best friend, prayer 
partner, and love of his life 

for the past 62 years; his 
daughters, Linda Denise 
Falks and husband John, 
of Gonzales, Deborah 
Jetton Baker of Bastrop, 
and Crystal Gay Baker 
of Gonzales; his sisters, 
Janice Menking and Patsy 
Stamport, his brother, 
Sherman Baker and wife, 
DeNessa, all of Gonzales; 
nine grandchildren, 
Jonathan Falks and wife 
Rebecca, Troy Dykes, 
Joshua Falks and wife 
Angel, Heather Drury and 
husband James, Stephanie 
Puska and husband, 
Garet, Brittany Moran, 
Jesse Falks and wife, 
KayLauni, Kendra Dykes, 
and Delaine Dykes; and 
27 great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, two sons, 
Jarrett and Dean, and a 
grandson, Jarrett Blaine 
Falks. 

The family will receive 
friends from 5 to 7 pm 
Tuesday, March 7, 
2023, at Seydler-Hill 
Funeral Home. Funeral 
services will be held 
10 am Wednesday, 
March 8, 2023, at Faith 
Family Church with 
Revs: Forrest Hamilton, 
Hollas Hoffman and 
Lynn Wilson officiating. 
Interment will follow in 
Hermann Sons Cemetery.  
Pallbearers: Jonathan, 
Joshua and Jesse Falks, 
Troy and Nathan Dykes, 
James Drury, Garet 
Pustka and Jacob Rogers. 
Honorary pallbearers: 
Scott Humphrey, 
Glenn Montgomery, 
Barry Kremling and 
Carlos Oliveres-Perez. 
Memorials may be made 
to Faith Family Church, 
St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital, or South Texas 
Hospice of Victoria. 
Friends may leave their 
condolences to the 
family by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com. Services are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home.

Bruce Baker

Charlotte Louise 
(Benes) Tieken went 
to join the Lord on 
Wednesday, March 1, 
2023. She was born April 
21, 1936, in Gonzales 
to her parents, Louis 
and Gussie Benes. She 
grew up and attended 
school in Gonzales and 
graduated from Gonzales 
High School in May of 
1954. She started working 
at Citizens National 
Bank after graduation, 
later known as Wells 
Fargo Bank, and made 
a career as a bank teller, 
as well as many other 
positions within the bank, 
that would span over 
60 years. She received 
a proclamation from 
Mayor Robert Logan on 
August 11, 2014, which 
was formally announced 
as “Charlotte Tieken 
Day” in Gonzales, 
Texas. Her lifelong 
career was wonderfully 
acknowledged, and she 
was honored with this 
recognition of her work 
in the financial services 
industry.

Charlotte married 
Gerald Tieken on August 
18, 1958. They were 
blessed to share 62 years 
together. Charlotte loved 
her family very much and 
made many wonderful 
memories with them. She 
enjoyed spending time 
with her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
They were a precious gift 
to her, and she cherished 
them more than anything. 
She was well known 
for her baked goods, 
especially her sugar 

cookies. She would often 
make them for family, 
friends, and neighbors. 
Charlotte was a member 
of the First Lutheran 
Church of Gonzales. 
Charlotte leaves behind a 
legacy of not only serving 
her community, but also 
loving and caring deeply 
for her family and friends. 
She impacted many and 
will be missed greatly by 
those who knew her.

Charlotte is survived 
by her son Gerald 
Duane Tieken, her 
granddaughter, Megan 
Benson and her husband, 
Jason from Dripping 
Springs, her step 
grandchildren, Karen 
Krnavek (Charlie) from La 
Grange, Michael Machala 
(Kara) from Westpoint, 
her great grandchild, 
Jackson Benson, and her 
step great grandchildren, 
Joshua Krnavek and 
Chase Krnavek, sister 
Margaret Koenning of 
Victoria, brother Billy 
Benes of Gonzales, sister 
in laws, Jeannie Koenning 
of St. Hedwig, Lisetta 
Tharp (Larry) of Gonzales, 
Patsy Tieken of McKinney, 
brother in laws, Harold 
Tieken (Betty), Donald 

Tieken (Annie) of 
Gonzales, Dale Tieken 
(Martha) of Floresville 
and Charles Bolton of 
Luling. She was also 
survived by numerous 
nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents, Louis and 
Gussie Benes, husband 
Gerald and daughter in 
law Barbara Tieken.

A visitation will take 
place on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2023, at Seydler 
– Hill Funeral Home 
from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. 
A funeral service will 
take place on Thursday, 
March 9, 2023, at Seydler 
– Hill Funeral Home at 
10:00am, and interment 
will follow at Gonzales 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Pallbearers include 
Gerald Duane Tieken, 
Jason Benson, Bruce 
Tieken, Gene Tieken, 
Duane Tieken and Dale 
Schelenberg. Memorials 
may be made to First 
Lutheran Church or 
charity of one’s choice.

All services are under 
the care and direction 
of Seydler – Hill Funeral 
Home.

charlotte louiSe (BeneS) tieken
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “____
      winder” (exciting)
  5  in 1910, TX Johnson  
      knocked out the 
      “great white ____”
  6  Greek given name
  7  TXism: “bunched 
      up like ____ at a  
      trough”
  8  birth month for 
      TX “Dandy Don”
      Meredith (abbr.)
  9  with 36-across,
      cartoon animals
      named by Bill
      “Tex” Henson
16  actress Patricia of 
      TX-based “Hud”
18  American Airlines
      Center to the Dallas
      Mavericks (2 wds.)
21  sch. exercise (abbr.)
22  drug addict
23  TX “alligator” or     
      “spotted” fish
24  ground-huggin’
      cloud? (2 wds.)
30  boot repairs (2 wds.)
34  private San Antonio
      univer. (abbr.)
35  gas at $2.50 per
      gallon these days?
      (2 wds.)
36  last name in 
      9-across cartoon
37  Texas among other
      states?
39  TXism for “vul-
      nerable” (3 wds.)
43  murders
44  San _______, TX
45  TX “Cowpokes”
      artist Reid (init.)

  1  this “Happy” made
      “Alamo Village”
  2  TXism: “takes a big
      loop __  ____ him”
  3  Springtown
      newspaper
  4  “Don’t ____ With
      Texas”
  9  this Hilton started
      his hotel chain in
      Texas (init.)
10  TXism: “fat as a
      boarding_____  
      ___”
11  TX B.J. sang “__
      __ Lonesome I
      Could Cry”

46  TXism: “mean as 
      a bulldog on a     
      gunpowder ____”
47  TXism: “_____  __ 
      bunkhouse chili”
49  restaurant reminder:
      “___  ____ server”
52  Texas peak: “__ Capitan”
53  Love or Hobby guess
54  ethanol scopolamine,
      e.g. “truth _____”
55  most slippery

58  showy cup-
      shaped flower
59  TX George W.
      to George H.W.
60  Cowboy Dalton
      Schultz position
61  ___ Rio, TX 12  orange’s skin

13  TXism: “up _  _____  
      without a paddle”
14  TXism: “leave __
      stone unturned”
15  TXism: “he ___  
      his own grave”
17  wooly critters at
      the front? (2 wds.)
19  snake in Texas
20  most factual
24  __ Porte, TX
25  female eggs
26  TXism: “if he ___  _  
      dog he wouldn’t wag 
      his own tail” (lazy)
27  “Alibates _____ 
      Quarries National
      Monument” in Texas

28  TX Willie: “Turn  
      ___  ___ lights, 
      the party’s over”
29  what you’d better 
      do when the dip-
      stick is dry (2 wds.)
31  young British man
32  viral infection, e.g.
33  “my feet ____  ___   
      from under me”

38  big pelvis bone
40  corporation abbr.
41  “Swoosh” sneaker
42  German Christmas
      market in Texas, if
      spelled with a “K”: 
      “_________markt”
48  TXism: “____
      some away” (save)
50  sneak a look
51  TX Willie has lived
      89 of these (abbr.)
56  “_  ____ to love her
      but it’s all over now”
57  it cost $ 31,000 to
      _____ famed Texas
      longhorn “Starlight”

P-1627

2221

30 31 32

23

34

36 37
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41 4342

33
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35

54

17

53

55

44

Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Gonzales County Sheriff ’s 
Office

02/26/23 – 03/04/23

02/26/23
• Adams, Kristin Michelle, 

10/1988, Houston: Driving while 
Intoxicated, Released on $3,000 
Bond

03/01/23
• Cannon, Scotty, 09/1975,  

Floyd, NM: Commitment/Sentence 
– Assault Peace Officer/Judge, 
Remains in Custody

03/02/23
• Gonzales, Santana, 02/1983, 

Luling: Criminal Trespass, 
Released on $800 Bond

• Pugh, Gary Bradley, 04/1981, 
Rio Grande: Local Warrant – 
Publish/Threat to Publish Intimate 
Visual Material, Requires $25,000 
Bond; Remains in Custody

03/03/23
• Solis, James Elis, 11/1976, 

Gonzales: Commitment/Sentence 
– Possession Controlled 
Substance PG 1 <1G, Released – 
Weekender

• Martinez, Dominic Angel, 
03/2001, Gonzales: Commitment/
Sentence – Manufacture Deliver 
Controlled Substance PG 1 >4G 
<200G, Released – Weekender

• Acosta, Joseph Christopher, 
01/1983, Lockhart: Commitment/
Sentence – Possession Controlled 
Substance PG 1 >1G <4G, 
Released – Work Release

03/04/23
• Hilt, John Adam, 03/1980, 

Nixon: Local Warrant – Assault 
Family/Household Member w/
Previous Conviction; Local Warrant 
– Assault Family/Household 
Member w/Previous Conviction; 
Remains in Custody

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other agency arrest 
and processing’s:

GCSO 08
DPS  00
GPD  11
WPD  00
NPD  01
GISD  00
SMO  00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA  00
TPW  00
GCAI  00
Rangers 00
Other  00

Total  20

LAW 
ENFORCEMENT

WEEKLY REPORTS

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Luling Past Queen’s 
Association would like 
to thank everyone who 
sponsored, volunteered and 
came out and supported 
their inaugural Ladies Luxury 
Purse Bingo. 

They sent out a special 
thank you to Rosemary 
Heller for the beautiful 
flower arrangements and to 
Tammy Renee with Small 
Town Creations for the 
beautiful backdrop. 

“We had a blast!” 
association leaders said. “If 
you missed it this year mark 
your calendar next year for 
March 2, 2024. 

The event supports 
the current Watermelon 
Thump Queen and her 
court. Each candidate will 
receive a scholarship from 
the proceeds as long as 
they meet the eligibility 
requirements.

If you would like to 
sponsor a table next year, 
please send me your name, 
phone number, address 

and email and we will put 
you on the mailing list. 
Congratulations to all the 
winners! 

“Again, thank you for all 
who made this possible,” 
they said.

WINNERS WERE:
• Coach with wallet- 

Brittany Sammons
• Michael Kors with wallet- 

Imelda Hernandez
• Tory Burch with wallet- 

Jennifer Otto Zumwalt
• Consuela- Veronica 

Gonzales
• Tory Burch with wallet-

Norma Reyes Castillo
• Kate Spade- Brittany 

Sammons 
• Brahmin-Lisa Jones
• Coach with wallet- Dimi 

Poulos
• Valentino- Vanessa 

Gutierrez 
• Coach- Michelle George 
• Valentino- Lauren 

Pedraza
• Kate Spade- Mayor C.J. 

Watts
• Versace- Vanessa Reyes 

Lara
• Michael Kors with wallet- 

DeLacy Watts
• Burberry- Janet Gonzales
• Kate Spade- Bonnie Merz 

Dredla
• Consuela- Natalia 

Almquist
• Kate Spade- Izzy Hodge
• Tory Burch- Valerie Moore
• Gucci- Rosa Villanueva
• Raffle winner - Louis 

Viitton- Jennifer Sullivan

RAFFLE DOOR PRIZE 
WINNERS:

• Prize #1 - Manell Martin
• Prize #2- Veronica Powell
• Prize #3- Bethany Haynes 
• Prize #4- Karissa Ellis
• Prize #5- Manell Martin
• Prize #6- Kai Hendricks 

Schnautz
• $25.00. - Gift card - Amy 

Wells Horne
• $100.00- Cash - Rosine 

Carter
• $25.00 - Gift card - 

Kathleen Velasquez

Luling Watermelon Thump Past 
Queens hold purse bingo fundraiser

Kolkhorst lays out SB147 before Senate State Affairs
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

On Thursday, March 2, 
Senator Lois W. Kolkhorst 
(R-Brenham) offered a 
committee substitute for 
Senate Bill SB 147. Senator 
Kolkhorst has received 
support from Texans across 
the state regarding the 
importance of food security, 
energy security and 
national security. 

“I have been 
amazed by the 
bi-partisan 
support this bill 
has received from 
across our state,” 
said Kolkhorst. 
“Despite the 
narrative portrayed 
by some in the media, the 
feedback has been extremely 
positive. But, I have listened 
to concerns and because 
of that, the committee 
substitute will make it crystal 
clear that dual citizens and 
legal permanent residents 
are able to purchase 
property. In fact, anyone 

fleeing these authoritarian 
regimes will be able to 
purchase a home.” 

The committee substitute 
will include these 
clarifications/additions:

• Makes clear that the 
prohibitions do not apply to 
United States citizens and 
lawful permanent residents, 
including dual citizens.

• Prohibitions for 
real estate holdings 
will not include 
a residence that 
is homesteaded. 
This addresses 
concerns of those 
who have fled 
the authoritarian 
regimes to live the 
American dream 

and seek a home in Texas.
• Clarifies the definition 

of real estate as: land; an 
improvement; a mine or 
quarry; a mineral in place; or 
standing timber. This makes 
it clear that the bill ensures 
food, energy and national 
security are protected.

• Specifies that majority 

control of an entity means 
50% or more voting control. 

• Clarifies the enforcement 
mechanism. The Attorney 
General is given authority 
to investigate potential 
violations and then bring 
a divestment proceeding 
before a court of law. Once 
a judge finds the entity 
in violation, the court 
orders the real estate into 
receivership with existing 
receivership procedures 
under Chapter 64, Civil 
Practices and Civil Remedies 
being applied. 

SB 147 addresses a 
national security issue and 
will preserve our cherished 
private property rights and 
constitutional freedoms. 
The proposed legislation 
builds upon SB 2116 
which passed the Texas 
Legislature unanimously 
in 2021. That bill protected 
critical infrastructure 
against contracts or doing 
business with Russia, North 
Korea, China, and Iran or its 
citizens because of national 

security issues. Those four 
countries are also named 
in the Director of National 
Intelligence’s Annual Threat 
Assessment. Mirroring that 
legislation and the Annual 
Threat Assessment, SB 147 
also names the same four 
countries and prohibits them 
from future purchases of 
Texas lands. 

“I am honored to have 
SB 147 heard by the Senate 
Committee on State Affairs 
on Texas Independence 
Day. The goal of this bill is 
to legislate common sense 
safeguards against Russian, 
North Korean, Chinese, 
and Iranian authoritarian 
regimes. It will not apply to 
those fleeing the tyranny 
of those governments who 
seek freedom in Texas,” said 
Kolkhorst. “The committee 
substitute makes important 
clarifications, so the law 
targets agents of these 
adversarial regimes while not 
harming innocent Texans 
in pursuit of the American 
dream.” 

Kolkhorst
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BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady 
Apaches varsity softball 
squad earned their first 
home victory, 6-5, over 
the Smithville Lady Tigers 
Tuesday, March 7. 

The Lady Apaches batters 
got the show going in the 
bottom of the second with a 
home run by junior catcher 
Sydney McCray and had 
eight of the last ten batters 
take the bases and score 
four RBIs with two outs. 

“The fact that Sydney got 
her first hit of the season, 
that was awesome. Just 
phenomenal to see her 
upper class leadership 
really pay off with that and 
all that hard work,” Head 
softball coach Michelle 
Uribe said. 

“She just started a fire and 

everybody was like ‘Alright, 
my turn. I want to get some’ 
and so it was just a good 
mood,” Uribe added. 

McCray got on base 
three times in the win over 
Smithville; a home run, a hit 
by pitch and a walk. 

“We were making contact 
on the ball and we just 
weren’t getting around and I 
think that home run kind of 
set everybody off,” McCray 
said. 

Smithville nearly forced 
extra innings in the top of 
the seventh, scoring two 
runs to make it 6-5 game. 

Uribe switched out 
pitchers from Kamrynn 
Zella to Kylee Watson then 
back to Zella; Watson 
started the top of the 
seventh with two hits and 
got out two batters. 

Smithville got the bases 
loaded, but sophomore 

third baseman Peyton 
Springfield got the game-
sealing out to close out the 
game. 

“I was already confident 
because I just felt good 
coming into the game. So 
it just everyone was talking 
and it just made me feel 
better,” Springfield said. 

Despite the close call in 
the seventh, defense played 
very well against Smithville, 
allowing only three runs 
and seven hits in the first six 
innings. 

The Lady Apaches kept 
their cool after sealing the 
win, and the dugout had to 
do with that. 

“I think the dugout was 
a really big part of it, like 

cheering and talking and 
everyone just kind of like 
coming together and not 
going down after the runs,” 
Springfield 

Gonzales will travel to 
New Braunfels Friday, 
March 10 against the Lady 
Unicorns, and Uribe is very 
familiar with that team as 
she formerly was a coach at 
Steele. 

“I’m familiar with them 
from last year they were in 
my old district. My good 
friends at Steele play them 
tonight, so I’m going to 
ask them for a little bit of 
a scouting report and see 
what we can do.” Uribe said. 

First pitch at New 
Braunfels begins at 7 p.m.

Lady Apaches’ 
bats fly by 
Smithville, 6-5

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Above left: senior first baseman Haley Bairrington catches the ball 
and attempts to get the Smithville batter out. Above right: Senior 
pitcher and first baseman Kylee Watson warms up her pitching in the 
top of the seventh inning. At bat Watson recorded an RBI double in 
the bottom of the second.

Senior Amaya Rodriguez at 
bat for the Lady Apaches. 
Rodriguez contributed one 
hit in the bottom of the 
second.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Lady Apaches 
finish strong 
in regionals
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Lady Apaches 
competed in the regional powerlifting 
meet in Robstown Thursday. March 2. 

Madison Sampleton medaled in 
third place with 750 total pounds in 
the 220 weight class. 

Haley Bairrington finished the 
regional meet with 710 total pounds in 
the 259 weight class.

Denise Navarro finished the regional 
meet with 560 total pounds in the 105 
weight class.

Shelby Borjon closed out the 165 
weight class with 665 total pounds. 

Lady Mustangs 
claim sixth 
place in Seguin 
Tournament
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs 
traveled to Seguin for their second 
tournament of the season Thursday, 
March 2.

The Lady Mustangs finished sixth out 
of 25 teams and a 4-2 record. Nixon-
Smiley improves to 10-4 for the year.

The Lady Mustangs hosted Goliad 
Tuesday, March 7 at home.

Nixon-Smiley will compete in 
its final tournament in San Marcos 
Thursday, March 9.

STATS:
Mady Velasquez 6-11; 7 R; 2 RBI; 5 BB; 1 SB
Hailee Houseton 3-12; 4 R; 2 RBI; 2 HBP; 2 SB
Kendall Amaya 6-11; 7 R; 5 RBI; 1 HR
Mary Kate Garcia 4-14; 4 R; 5 RBI; 1 HR
Emily Granados 1 R; 2 RBI; 2 BB
Nichole Ivey 1 R; 2 BB
Cecilia Villasana 1-4
Tyra Ortiz 1 RBI; 1 BB
Coralie Barillet 1-1; 1 R; 2 RBI
Dina Leal 2-3; 1 RBI
Sadie walden 1 BB
Brooke Crisp 3 R; 1 BB

Pitching
Velasquez 2-1; 18 K; 5 BB; 11 H
Amaya 2-1; 9 K; 9 BB; 10 H

POWERLIFTING

STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smile Lady Mustangs 
brought home medals from their regional 
powerlifting meet in Robstown Friday, 
March 3.

All nine Lady Mustangs powerlifters all 
finished in the top ten in their respective 
weight classes; and five of them medaled.

“We are beyond proud of our girls’ team’s 
success and growth this year and look 

forward to making stronger Lady Mustang 
student-athletes next year. Huge shoutout 
to the athletes that worked hard all 
season to qualify to be able to lift this past 
weekend,” Nixon-Smiley head powerlifting 
coach Paul Kirby said.

“We appreciate all of the support and I 
am hoping our team continues to grow and 
get stronger for next season.” Kirby added.

6th Place Gabriella Villalobos with a 710 
lbs total (PR; +60)

Lady Mustangs finish strong 
in regional powerlifting

97 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
5th Place (medalist) Syriana Pantoja 
with a 305 lbs total (PR; +10)

123 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
5th Place (medalist) Cecilia Villasana 
with a 585 lbs total (PR; +80)
7th Place Kaylie Morin with a 555 lbs 
total (PR; +30)

132 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
8th Place Katelyn Fernandez with a 
655 lbs total (PR; +40)

148 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
5th Place (medalist) Zulema Rodriguez 
with a 720 lbs total (PR; +10)
6th Place Janice White with a 685 lbs 
total (PR; +55)

165 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
3rd Place (medalist) Janaelyn White 
with a 780 lbs total

181 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
3rd Place (medalist) Haven Davis with 
a 780 lbs total

REGIONAL POWERLIFT RESULTS

STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Apaches 

varsity baseball team fell to the 
Smithville Tigers, 5-2, Tuesday, 
March 7 at home. 

The Apaches, with their 
never-give-up spirit, tried to rally 
against the Tigers, cutting their 
lead to 4-2, scoring two runs in 
the bottom of the sixth inning. 

Weston Ruddock got on base 
five times for the Apaches and 
recorded a triple.

Smithville would score an 
insurance run in the top of the 
seventh and protect the win in 
the bottom of the seventh.

The Apaches will travel to 
Bastrop for their final tournament 
of the season Thursday, March 9 
to Saturday, March 11. 

STATS:
AT BAT:

Hits: W. Ruddock (3) and Brandon Dubose, Jarren 
Johnson, Joe Canales Jr, Kason Tieken, and 
Kameron Leal (1)
RBI: B. Dubose (1)
Walk: J. Canales Jr. (1)
Double: J. Johnson and K. Leal (1)
Triple: W. Ruddock (1)

Pitching:
J. Canales: Hits: 8, Runs: 4, Errors: 4, Walks: 1 and 
strike outs: 3 
J. Johnson: Runs: 1 and Walks: 1

Apaches’ late rally 
thwarted by Smithville

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs powerlifting team all finished in the Top 10 and five medaled in the 
Regional powerlifting meet.

VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley vs Gonzales: Senior Bradyn Martinez steals home for the Mustangs 
against the Gonzales Apaches Saturday, March 4. 
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Apaches FC roll past rival Yoakum, 4-1
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches FC 
claimed a 4-1 win over the 
Yoakum Bulldogs Friday, 
March 3 at home. 

The Apaches FC took 
command of the match, 
scoring four goals on the 
Bulldogs; two goals from 
Emiliano Lopez and one goal 
each from Jose Velasquez and 
Clemente Govea. 

“We had to start off strong 
and start off getting the first 
goal in the game and get us 
motivated and keep us in the 
game. But most importantly, 
we had to get the win to stay in 
the playoffs,” Lopez said. 

The game was huge in 
keeping the Apaches FC playoff 
hopes alive; Gonzales sits 
in fourth place with a 2-3-2 
district record with a higher 
winning percentage than San 
Antonio Fox Tech, who are in 
fifth.

Apaches FC head soccer 
coach Shea Seip was proud of 
his team for their performance 
against the Bulldogs, 
compared to their tie early in 
the season.

“We put them away. We took 
the same amount of shots on 
goal and we put them away,” 
Seip said.

The defense allowed one goal 
against Yoakum, but Seip said 
his team turned the page and 

made no further mistakes and 
went out and got the win. 

Apaches FC goal keeper 
Andres Govea said his 
team practiced perfectly for 
preparation for the Yoakum 
match and added the 
communication was there in 
the game. 

It was senior night for eight 
seniors (Ezequiel Reyna, Jose 
Velasquez, Michael Gonzalez, 
Miguel Ramos, Sebastian 
Matamoros, Enrique Reyna, 
Clemente Govea, and Juan 
Govea). 

Clemente Govea scored 
the fourth goal for Gonzales 
and was happy to get the win 
during senior night. 

“It feels great. It feels really 
good to win when you know 
this is your last year to play. 
It feels good to win on your 
night,” Govea said. 

The Apaches FC faced San 
Antonio Fox Tech on the road 
Wednesday, March 8. See the 
Gonzales Inquirer Facebook 
page for scores and stats.

Gonzales will take on the 
La Vernia Bears on the road 
Friday, March 10. 

Seip said he hopes the 
Yoakum game will help 
them get “motivated” for 
the La Vernia match and, 
remembering what they did to 
them in the last meeting, will 
plan on “sending it right back.” 

The La Vernia match kicks off 
at 7 p.m.

Above, left to right: 
Seniors Ezequiel Reyna, 
Jose Velasquez, Michael 
Gonzalez, Miguel Ramos, 
Sebastian Matamoros, 
Enrique Reyna, Clemente 
Govea, and Juan Govea 
were honored by the 
Gonzales soccer program 
against Yoakum Friday, 
March 3. Left: Apaches 
FC goalkeeper Andres 
Govea kicks the ball to the 
Yoakum side of the field. 

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Apaches, 
Mustangs 
receive 
all-district 
recognition
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches and 
Nixon-Smiley Mustangs varsity 
basketball teams revealed their 
all-district teams early this week. 

For the Apaches, senior Angel 
Martinez received first team all-
district from District 28-4A; and 
Gavin Lekgega, Weston Ruddock 
and Jermane Upshaw received 
honorable mentions.

In District 26-3A, the 
Mustangs received multiple all-
district honors. 

Senior Bradyn Martinez 
was named offensive MVP for 
District 26-3A. 

Seniors Dustin Mejia and 
Braxton Regalado were named 
to first team all-district; junior 
Carl White and sophomore 
Tristen Mikesh were named 
second team all-district; and 
Holden Canion, Luke Moses and 
Kade Dixon were named all-
district honorable mentions.

Angel Martinez, Luke Avant 
and Weston Ruddock were 
named to the District 28-4A 
all-academic team, and Holden 
Canion, Kade Dixon and Luke 
Moses were named to the all-
academic team for District 26-3A. 

BASKETBALL

Lady Apaches FC tie Yoakum in scoreless affair
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady 
Apaches FC kept their playoff 
hopes up in a 0-0 tie against 
the Yoakum Lady Bulldogs 
Friday, March 3. 

The Lady Apaches haven’t 
lost a game since their district 
opener against the JFK 
Rockets. 

Gonzales’ defense 
prevented the Lady Bulldogs 
from scoring all night and got 
key saves from senior goal 
keeper Carlee Ramos. 

“I think our defense fought 
so incredibly hard. We knew 
coming into the Yoakum 
game that one of their biggest 
strategies is really trying to 
catch the other teams and 
offside traps. And we worked 
on that through practice and 
we were able to break their 
defensive line a lot,” Lady 
Apaches FC soccer coach 
Shantael Trimm said. 

Gonzales had a lot missed 
opportunities for scoring that 
would have won them the 
game.

Trimm said there was a lot 
hesitation from not getting 
called for offsides and trying 
to cover the back post against 
Yoakum.

“We did break through 
a couple times. We just 
couldn’t unfortunately get 
one in the back of the net,” 
Trimm said. 

The Lady Apaches honored 
seven of the seniors (Belen 
Leon, Nancy Nino, Lucero 
Govea, Maria Velasquez, 
Brenda Gonzales, Ashley 
Rosas, and Carlee Ramos). 

Ramos was proud and 
honored that the seniors 
of the team had a night for 
them. 

“It always feels really good 
being honored as a senior 
as I’ve put in a lot of hard 
work and we all have as a 
team honestly, and it feels 
really heartfelt whenever 
people that you’ve played 
with, people you have bled 
with, sweat with, and to just 
be together and have this 
one game that is for us to be 
together,” Ramos said. 

Trimm, in her first year, 
was impressed with this 
group of seniors and they 

really helped to get to know 
the team.

“I will never forget them. 
They helped introduce me to 
the other girls. They invited 
me into the family that we 
have here. And I think that 
they set the tone and set 
the legacy that we’ve got to 
hold up for them after they 
graduate. I’m extremely 
proud of them,” Trimm said. 

The Lady Apaches played 
San Antonio Fox Tech on the 
road Wednesday, March 8. 
See the Gonzales Inquirer 
Facebook page for scores and 
highlights. 

Gonzales will hit the road 

Friday, March 10 against the 
La Vernia Lady Bears, who 
they tied, 1-1, in the first 
match of the season. 

Trimm knows how big this 
opportunity is this Friday, 
especially since playoff 
seeding is on the line.

“This is an opportunity 
for us to actually gain some 
ground. And then of course, 
the season’s not over for these 
other teams too. So there’s 
some big games that we’re 
going to be watching down the 
road that that might affect our 
standing as well,” Trimm said. 

The La Vernia game kicks 
off at 5 p.m.

Seniors Ashley Rosas, Brenda Gonzales, Belen Leon, Carlee Ramos, Maria Vasquez, Nancy Nino, and Lucero 
Govea were honored by the Gonzales soccer program before the start of the Yoakum game.
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Senior Maria Vasquez kicks a 
penalty goal attempt against 
Yoakum Friday, March 3.  

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
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A TOAST TO TEXAS INDEPENDENCE

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Residents and city officials gathered at Texas Independence Square on Thursday, March 2 to 
make a sweet tea toast to Texas Independence, as well as the reading of the Texas Declaration of 
Independence and the playing of Taps by the Gonzales Naval JROTC for the 2023 Commemoration. 

LAYING ROSES FOR THE IMMORTAL 32

GONZALES CHAMBER HOLDS BANQUET

PHOTOS BY LEW K. COHN
The Sons of the Republic of Texas, Daughters of the Republic of Texas, City of 
Gonzales, Gonzales County Historical Commission, Crystal Theatre and Tour Gonzales 
held a ceremony to commemorate the Immortal 32 on Sunday, March 5, at the 
Gonzales Memorial Museum. A roll call was read of the nine men from Gonzales already 
at the Alamo and the 32 who joined them prior to its fall on March 6, 1835. Yellow roses 
were laid by the cenotaph by descendants of the fallen and the Young Texians recited 
Travis’ letter requesting aid as well as sung a song about “The Immortal 32.”

PHOTOS BY LEW K. COHN
It was a Texas Independence Ball at the Gonzales 
Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture banquet on 
Thursday, March 2. Participants, which also included 
GISD employees, enjoyed Texas barbecue and 
Texas music in addition to seeing Bob Scheske and 
David Tucy awarded the David B. Walshak Lifetime 
Achievement Award and Community Service Award, 
respectively.
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COME & GRIND IT
Come and Grind It returned Saturday, Feb. 25 to Gonzales 

County in Leesville, Texas, as hundreds of cyclists from Texas 
and around the world competed in the 62-mile course. 

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Mustangs beats Apaches in tournament championship
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 
and Gonzales Apaches baseball 
teams squared off for the 
tournament championship 
game in the Nixon-Smiley 
tournament Saturday, March 4.

This is the first time since 
2015 these two cross-county 
teams faced each other; 
Gonzales won the 2015 meet, 
6-5. 

Gonzales head coach Garry 
Beveridge, despite the 7-3 loss 
to the Mustangs, said he was 
proud of his team of how they 

fought to stay in the game.
“I’ve loved this team to 

death, we got a lot of fight in us. 
And I’m telling you, we’ve been 
dealing this week, I never, I 
absolutely never want to make 
any excuses. But we’ve been 
dealing with a lot of adversity,” 
Beveridge said. 

The Apaches dealt with 
illness, different roster lineups, 
and the stock show happening 
the same week. 

“What I’m most proud of 
is our kids, they just keep 
showing up and keep fighting. 
And I think that’s going to 
take us a long way this whole 

season.” Beveridge added. 
Beveridge and Mustangs 

head coach Jordan VanAuken 
praised each other’s teams and 
how great they played against 
each other in the tournament 
championship. 

“I’ll tell you that the best part 
about it is how quality of a team 
they are and, and I was like, 
I’d love to make this a rivalry 
because they’re going to give us 
a battle every time they step on 
the field. And I look for really 
big things out,” Beveridge said. 

“I’m so glad that they came to 
this tournament. I think they’re 
really good baseball team. I 

think they’re going to be a really 
good baseball team the rest of 
the year,” VanAuken said. 

The Mustangs took home 
the tournament championship 
at their home tournament, 
and VanAuken was proud 
of how his team overcame 
tough competition, especially 
prepping for district play and 
facing good pitching. 

VanAuken said they faced 
good pitching from Shiner, 
Yorktown, Gonzales and Sacred 
Heart. 

“So seeing good pitching, 
knowing Marion and (other 
teams) have good pitchers. 

And then the second thing 
is, if you can play small ball 
against good teams, I mean, it 
shows that it works. So they just 
need to see it and believe it,” 
VanAuken said. 

The Gonzales Apaches faced 
Smithville Tuesday, March 7 
and will travel to Bastrop for 
their final tournament of the 
season Thursday, March 9 
through Saturday, March 11. 

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 
faced Scared Heart Tuesday, 
March 7 on the road, and travel 
to Stockdale for non-district 
contest against the Brahmas 
Friday, March 10. 

BASEBALL
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BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

GUNS  •  AMMO  •  KNIVES  •  BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE  •  LOOK

Adults - $10   •   Minors 12-18 - $5
Children Under 12 Free
For info, 713-724-8881

Persons Under 18 Must Be Accompanied By Parent
Covid-19 protocols in effect for your safety.

THE REAL TEXAS

Where people still have a choice to 
legally buy, sell & trade firearms.

GONZALES, TX
J.B. Wells Expo Building

2301 Co. Rd. 197
MARCH 18TH & 19TH

Sat 9am-5pm  •  Sun 10am-4pm

Aubry Sanders Jr. • Promoter

therealtexasgunshow.com

FOR INFO 713-724-8881

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Foundation paper-
piecing was the topic 
at the Tuesday, March 
7 Shiner Heritage 
Quilters meeting at 
the Shiner Methodist 
Church Fellowship 
Hall. Members started 
gathering around 5 p.m. 
for socializing and began 
the meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Guild member, Annette 
Meyer, presented a 
program on this unique 
paper-piecing method 
that produces quilt 
blocks that are all the 
same size, each with 
precise, sharp points and 
perfectly matched seams. 
It is a great technique to 
use when working with 
unusual or awkward 
shapes while achieving 
crisp, clean lines.   

Plans for the 2024 
“Spring into Quilting” 
show and the summer 
Youth Quilting Classes 
were discussed. Block 
of the Month and Show 
and Tell are activities that 
are always enjoyed at the 
meeting.

Members come 

from Shiner and the 
surrounding towns 
and are very eager to 
welcome visitors and new 
members.

For more information 
log onto www.
shinerheritagequilters.
org or email info@
shinerheritagequilters.org.

Heritage Quilters discuss 
foundation paper-piecing

Don’t MissDon’t Miss
a Beata Beat
Subscribe to the 
GONZALES
INQUIRER
Today!

Comptroller seeks 
broadband projects 
for grant proposals
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar recently 
announced his agency’s intent to solicit 
initial round grant applications totaling $120 
million for broadband infrastructure projects 
as part of the Bringing Online Opportunities 
to Texas program.

The BOOT program will support 
broadband infrastructure projects in eligible 
areas that bring reliable, affordable internet 
service to communities in need.

“This is an important step that my agency 
is taking to fulfill our legislative directive to 
connect every Texan to broadband service,” 
Hegar said. “Nearly 7 million Texans don’t 
have access to broadband services. That’s 7 
million Texans who can’t access job postings, 
telemedicine appointments, work or 
educational opportunities from home. This 
grant process is a big start in bridging that 
digital divide.”

The Comptroller’s office posted a Notice 
of Funding Availability (NOFA) on Monday, 
March 6, and applicants have until just 
March 17 to submit questions on the NOFA 
and allow this agency to make any necessary 
corrections to the solicitation through the 
addendum process. 

Applicants for the BOOT program can 
begin submitting their proposals Monday, 
April 3.

The NOFA was published on the 
TXSmartBuy website. Applicants also 
can visit the Comptroller’s Broadband 
Development Office (BDO) website for more 
information about the application process 
and guidance materials and to sign up for 
updates about future broadband initiatives. 

Eligible broadband infrastructure 
projects must be designed to deliver, upon 
completion, broadband service that reliably 
meets or exceeds symmetrical speeds of 
100 megabits per second (Mbps). Awarded 
applicants must also provide a universally 
available low-cost option for locations being 
served by the project and participate in a 
federal broadband subsidy program.

The BDO was established by the state 
Legislature in 2021 and housed within the 
Texas Comptroller’s office to help close the 
digital divide in Texas. The BOOT program is 
the state’s first competitive broadband grant 
program focused on last mile connectivity: 
connecting end users to high-speed internet.

Through the BDO, the state of Texas has 
been allocated $363.8 million through the 
federal Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund 
to carry out critical infrastructure projects 
related to expanding access to high-speed 
internet.

In January, the BDO published the Texas 
Broadband Development Map to identify 
eligible areas of the state for funding projects. 
Applications must only include unserved 
and underserved broadband serviceable 
locations in these eligible areas.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

GISD students were eager 
to satisfy their food cravings 
after channeling their inner 
“Top Chef.” Apaches spent 
time refining their kitchen 
skills while creating palatable 
snacks and dishes. Students 
were drawn to the kitchen to 
work with food connoisseur 
and chef Steve Crisler. Chef 
Crisler is a certified executive 
chef who works directly with 
the Gonzales ISD food services 
department.

In a series of food 
experiences, students were 
able to get hands-on while also 
gaining valuable knowledge 
in the kitchen. Students 
learned how to read a recipe, 
properly portion ingredients, 
mix ingredients, learn knife-
cutting skills, and have proper 
sanitation. 

Students were active and 
engaged. Director of food 
services Edward Wayner 
shared student participation 
details and added that the 
best part “was sampling the 
finished recipes.”  

Some must-try dishes were 
fideo pronto, buffalo ranch 
chex mix, honey yogurt veggie 
dip, and light banana ambrosia 
salad recipes.

GISD students show off their
‘Top Chef ’ culinary skills
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Including photos, names of grand champions and
reserve grand champions from Gonzales, Nixon & Waelder

Don’t miss this opportunity to congratulate all of the
participants for their hard work at the 2023 Livestock Show.

Publication Date: Thursday, March 30, 2023
Advertising Deadline: Monday, March 20, 2023, 5 p.m.

2023 Gonzales County Livestock Show
Champions Keepsake Edition

Contact Sanya Simmons:
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

(830) 672-2861

FULL PAGE
10”x9.5”

$475 Color
$375 B&W

HALF PAGE
4.95”x9.5” or 10”x4.69”

$250 Color
$200 B&W

QUARTER PAGE
4.95”x4.69”

$175 Color
$125 B&W

Previous Winners

PILGRIM OPRY

Saturday, March 11th
Doors open at 6, Band starts at 7

Refreshments provided, Tickets $5 at the door

Sponsored by:

Pilgrim Community Center, 12809 FM 1116, Pilgrim

The New Pilgrim Heirs Band
Featuring Dennis Ivey and Priscilla Speed

economic organization has paid 
for a pressure plane survey, 
which determines the elevation 
of areas within the city limits 
and what is necessary to provide 
adequate water pressure to 
customers in different elevations.

High pressure planes are usually 
found in lower elevations of a city, 
while low pressure planes are 
found in higher elevations. The 
Industrial Park is in a relatively low 
pressure plane, making clear the 
need for a new elevated storage 
tank, Morrow said.

“The survey basically yielded 
the result that we need more 
water pressure in Industrial 
Park,” Morrow said. “In simple 
terms, they studied the whole 
city, they looked at the water 
pressure and where water 
was. And the hope is to, in the 
future, build a new water tower 
in Industrial Park. That takes 
industrial Park, Walmart, H-E-B, 
BYK and the (Gonzales) high 
school and puts them in their 
own plane.

“So this water tower is really, 
really key right now, because we 
want Adams (Extract & Spice) to 
expand and we want other people 
to come in there and we want to 
proactively have enough water for 
the whole community,” Morrow 
added.

Morrow said GEDC is especially 
focused on developing the 
Industrial Park, as well as the 
property it bought in 2021 at 2212 
Harwood Road. GEDC has done 
a professional plat of the area and 
has been doing national marketing 
of those locations as well.

“GEDC is really focused right 
now on the Industrial Park and 
helping develop the Industrial 
Park, but GEDC is also trying to 
market the property they bought 
off the Harwood Road,” Morrow 

said. “It is subdivided into lots 
and it’s being rezoned and all of 
that. Even when we bought the 
property, the intention was not 
only to bring business to town, 
but to give a great way to market 
the town on a national basis.

“(GEDC executive director 
Jennifer Kolbe) even told us 
in buying this, her experience 
in Schertz was that they did 
something similar. They marketed 
the property, and then everything 
else existing actually sold before, 
so some of the extra empty 
buildings up there in the Harwood 
Road area may actually move 
before ours. Someone may come 
and buy an old building in the 
Industrial Park area because we 
attracted them to the community. 
We may actually benefit Gonzales 
secondhand by buying this 
property and marketing it.”

Morrow said the GEDC board 
is also looking to put more money 
into funding the Gonzales Main 
Street program, to the tune 
of as much as an additional 
$100,000 to $150,000. As the 
owner of a downtown building 
himself, Morrow would like to 
see investment into creating 
living spaces in the commercial 
properties downtown and 
perhaps that is something Main 
Street can help spearhead.

“I don’t have the finances, but 
a personal passion that all of 
the upstairs in these downtown 
buildings should be filled with 
living quarters, you know, where 
applicable, and then there would 
be a thriving downtown,” Morrow 
said. “It was a personal theory 
that if we got people living in the 
upstairs of vacant buildings, it 
would benefit the downtown. 
We’ve since gotten some 
information that’s actually been 
proven — there’s data behind it. 

We can prove if we get people 
living downtown, believe it or 
not, it’s actually better for tourism 
because it just creates an energy 
and a vibe.

“It’s a strategy that we’re trying 
to push forward. So, hopefully, 
we make good headlines with 
a board approval, city council 
approval of increased funding 
in Main Street to promote that 
concept in the near future,” 
Morrow added.

Morrow said the three newest 
board members — Dr. Elmer 
Avellaneda, Melissa Cowey and 
Ryan Lee —  have been extremely 
passionate about increasing 
signage around the community 
“welcoming everybody to 
Gonzales.”

“To try to get a quick hit, we 
partnered with the Chamber 
of Commerce on a billboard to 
advertise Gonzales and we’re going 
to look for more opportunities like 
that,” Morrow said. “I’m excited 
that we have three new leaders that 
have an agenda that they all three 
agree on, that we’re going to try to 
march forward.”

Morrow said GEDC is also 
looking at building “something 
out of rock and metal, with an 
arch, like ‘Welcome to Gonzales’ 
that would involve TxDOT. It 
would involve a lot of people and 
have a kind of industrial steel 
look that would remind you of the 
Oak Creek Bridge.”

“We’ve also asked, ‘What if 
we paid somebody to put a little 
arch over those existing welcome 
signs in town — something that’s 
classy, that has some metal, 
maybe even has some lighting 
in it. And it essentially highlights 
those signs and makes them 
bigger, more attractive and lit. 
That would be a win-win for the 
community.”

GEDC 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year from a newly approved 
compensation plan. 

The GISD school board met for 
the regularly scheduled meeting 
Monday, March 6, and voted 
unanimously, 7-0, to approve the 
2023-2024 compensation plan to 
give teachers and staff raises. 

“In accordance with policy 
DEA, the recommended raises 
of two percent for teachers and 
nurses and a 10% increase for 
instructional aides are being 
presented with the 23-24 
compensation plan,” GISD 
Human Resource Officer Haley 
Ratliff said. 

The raises for the positions 

mentioned will take effect in the 
next fiscal year. 

Last year, the school board 
gave raises to the district as a 
whole, and Superintendent Dr. 
Elmer Avellaneda gave kudos 
to the board for doing that and 
distributing the raises to the 
“various groups.”

“Every position in this district 
is important. Every position is 
interrelated. Every position has 
a part to play. But this is not my 
opinion. This is research that the 
most impactful position in any 
school district is the teacher,” 
Avellaneda said. 

The board also voted 

unanimously to approve the 
2023-24 compensation plan for 
substitutes and retired teachers. 

“As we struggle to find 
substitutes in our classroom, I 
bring you this one to help with 
that. If we could add certified 
retired teachers substitute pay 
in the amount of a daily rate of 
$130, with no minimum day 
requirement work, we believe 
that we will help with the 
shortage that we currently have,” 
Ratliff said. 

In other board business, 
the board swore in former 
Superintendent Dr. Kimberly 
Strozier to fill the District 6 seat 

vacated by the resignation of Sue 
Gottwald; Strozier will remain 
on the board until a new school 
board representative is elected in 
the Saturday, May 6 election. 

The board approved to cancel 
the election for District 5 as 
current school board President 
Ross Hendershot III, the District 
5 trustee, is unopposed. 

The board approved the 
following agenda items: 

• approved term life Insurance 
for full-time employees starting 
in the 2023-2024 school year. 

• approved, 6-1, the 2023-2024 
GISD district improvement plan 
goals.

• approved a contract with the 
Texas Health Science Center of 
San Antonio.

• approved the Teacher 
Incentive Allotment Application 
Spending Plan for GISD.

• approved the 2023-2024 
school calendar.

• approved a lease agreement 
for copiers and an associated 
budget amendment. 

• approved the purchase of 
Chromebooks to complete the 
yearly “one to one” replacement 
cycle.

• approved a memorandum 
of understanding with Victoria 
College.

GISD 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

not immediately available 
from the city as of press 
time; however, during the 
meeting, Escobedo said 
the council would not be 
making any adjustments.

“There’s no change 
to any of that stuff,” 
Escobedo said. “If you’re 
asking if there is an 
upward adjustment to 
salary, we can’t do any of 
those things. All of that 
stuff has already been 
budgeted; this is just 
ratifying what has already 
been done.”

During discussion 
earlier in the evening, 
one citizen asked why the 
need to discuss the four 
contracts at all and why it 
couldn’t be done without 
going into an executive 
session.

“I’m just trying to figure 
out what is going on with 
contracts,” said Briana 
Dominguez. “I know, like 
many others, when you 
are hired by an entity, you 
are given a contract right 
then. Why are we waiting 
until this day to sign a 
contract and why are we 
not being (forthright) 
with the community?

“We are your 
constituents. We elect 
all of you. We pay for 
salaries, so let’s discuss 
it out in public. Let’s 
not leave into executive 
session which, knowing 
how long executive 
session will last tonight, 
people have to get home 
and get ready for the next 
day’s work. Our voices 
need to be heard and all 
of you need to be honest 
with us and tell us what 
is going on, why are we 
signing contracts in the 
middle of the year?”

“Shouldn’t you be 
signing contracts when 
budget is done, that 
way we know what our 
salaries are going to be? 
It seems like something is 
being hidden; it doesn’t 
seem right. I’m just 
asking for transparency 
from the council,” Briana 
Dominguez added.

“There’s nowhere in 
history that we ever 
had any contracts with 
anyone,” Mayor Pro 
Tem Justin LaFleur 
answered. “The chief 
of police wanted one a 
year and a half, two years 

ago, and it fell by the 
wayside. We never did it 
so to protect the city on 
liability — for any reason, 
someone might want to 
get inspired to sue us — 
that’s the reason. They 
never had any before. It 
didn’t exist.

“The problem is when 
you talk personnel, 
there’s privacy laws that 
we can’t talk about. It’s 
not that we’re trying to 
hide it.”

Council discussed 
the contracts in an 
86-minute executive 
session, along with 
other items regarding 
rules and regulations for 
on-site sewage facilities 
for both Gonzales and 
Wilson counties in the 
areas outside existing city 
limits that are annexed 
into the city, including 
the possibility of 
providing septic systems 
to a development in 
Wilson County, as well 
as potential changes to 
the city’s mobile home 
ordinance.

When the council 
returned from executive 
session, Councilwoman 
Ellie Dominguez moved 
that the council table the 
items until next month 
so she could have “the 
full time allowed to 
review the contracts.” 
Councilwoman Maggie 
Gaytan seconded the 
motion and both voted in 
favor of tabling.

LaFleur and 
Councilman Rene Amaya 
voted against the motion 
and Mayor Dorothy 
Riojas broke the tie by 
voting against the motion 
as well, saying “I do not 
want to table.”

Then, LaFleur made the 
motion to approve the 
employment contracts 
of all four positions, 
which Amaya seconded. 
The motion passed, 3-1, 
with LaFleur, Amaya and 
Gaytan voting in favor, 
and Councilwoman 
Dominguez made sure 
her colleagues knew of 
her opposition.

“I did not have ample 
time to look at these. 
I was handed the city 
attorney’s (contract) 
as we got here. I fully 
disagree with this,” she 
said.

CONTRACTS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Greater Access to
Primary Care

Did you know? Gonzales Healthcare Systems and Sievers Medical Clinics offer a n 
extensive network of primary care clinics and medical specialties, including family 
practice, pediatrics, obstetrics and surgical services. Staffed by a qualified team 
of physicians, family nurse practitioners and physician assistants, we offer 
three convenient clinic locations, extended hours in the evenings and on 
Saturdays, and same-day appointments. At Gonzales Healthcare Systems, we believe 
access to quality healthcare should be our top priority. It’s all part of our 
commitment to provide every patient with a level of healthcare excellence that 
exceeds expectations.

To learn more or to schedule an appointment, 
visit gonzaleshealthcare.com or call 830-672-7581

days and he still took 
time to help us with what 
we were working on and 
helped us make it work. 
And that’s the thing about 
Dave Walshak was that 
he made things work. 
He put people together. 
He understood our 
community.

“Dave was a catalyst. 
He made things work 
in Gonzales, and you 
don’t recognize them 
because they don’t have 
his name on them, but 
when you go through life 
in Gonzales, so many 
things you come across, 
Dave Walshak was the 
beginning, so I am greatly 
honored and humbled to 
accept this award and to 
be associated with one of 
my mentors and a great 
leader in our community.

“I’m greatly honored 
to accept this award 
and I truly trust that 
you know I could never 
have succeeded in 
anything without the 
uncompromising love 
and support of my family 
and my friends right here 
in Gonzales, Texas,” he 
added.

Scheske spoke about 
one of his favorite 
movies, “The Gallant 
Hours,” in which James 
Cagney portrays Navy 
Admiral “Bull” Halsey. 
He summarized the 
epilogue of the movie 
by noting “there are no 
great people. There are 
only great challenges 
that ordinary people are 
forced by circumstance to 
address.”

“Look around this 
room. Take a second 
right now and look 
around this room, 
because these are the 
faces of the ordinary 
people who come from 
our community who will 
face the great challenges 
of the future,” Scheske 
said. “We’ve never failed 
before. We won’t fail in 
the future. This room 
is full of good people. 
Our community is full of 
good people — people 
that go beyond the call of 
duty and serve their city, 
their county, their state, 
and our nation.”

In addition to serving 
as county attorney for 28 
years, Scheske has been a 
member of the Gonzales 
Noon Lions Club for 
more than 46 years and a 
member of the Gonzales 
Area Development 
Corporation since its 
inception in the 1970s. 
Scheske also has served 
as commander of the 
American Legion and 
wrote the articles of 
incorporation for Pioneer 
Village.

One of his proudest 
endeavors is helping 
create the Gonzales 
Community Foundation’s 
Come and Take It Golf 
Tournament, which was 
created in the memory 
of his best friend, the 
late Tommy Chenault, 
who was killed in active 
duty in Vietnam. They 
now award $5,000 in 
scholarships to students 

who attend schools in 
Gonzales County in 
Chenault’s memory.

Tucy, who also is the 
county’s veteran services 
officer, was recognized 
for having “a passion to 
serve his community 
through community 
involvement, board and 
committee membership 
and a tireless approach 
for change,” emcee 
Egon Barthels told the 
audience.

The first African-

American elected to the 
Gonzales ISD Board of 
Trustees, Tucy led the 
efforts to restore and 
revitalize the former 
Edwards School, his 
alma mater, into the 
Edwards School African-
American Museum. He 
also successfully lobbied 
Gonzales City council 
to rename what had 
commonly been called 
“Confederate Square” as 
“Independence Square” 
while also pushing for the 

placement of interpretive 
panels there that depict 
the accomplishments of 
African-Americans in the 
community.

Tucy said he thought 
he would spend his 
retirement from the Army 
and then service on the 
school board by “waking 
up late in the morning 
and maybe going to 
McDonald’s and having 
that hot cup of morning 
coffee.”

“That was not meant 

to be for me, because I 
have discovered another 
rewarding career in 
community service and 
volunteering,” Tucy said. 
“I had never given much 
thought to either, but 
now that I am involved 
in community service 
and volunteering, I take 
ownership of it. It has 
become a part of me. My 
life has taken on a whole 
new meaning.

“To me, community 
service and volunteering 

means that I am now 
committed to helping 
this community in which 
I live to be a better place 
for all of us to live. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
said that everyone can be 
great, because anybody 
can serve. You don’t have 
to have a college degree 
to serve. You don’t have 
to make your subject and 
your verbs agree to serve. 
You only need a heart 
full of grace and a soul 
generated by love.”

CHAMBER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LEW K. COHN
At top left, flanked by his daughters Daisy Scheske Freeman and Mary Scheske, Bob Scheske expresses his gratitude after being named the David Walshak Lifetime Achievement Award winner by 
the Gonzales Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture at the Thursday, March 2 banquet. Scheske praised Walshak’s service to the community and called him a mentor. At top right, Chamber executive 
director Melissa Henderson, left, applauds Edwards Association president David Tucy, who stands after being named the Community Service Award winner. Tucy quoted MLK in describing how 
anyone can be called to service.
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