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BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales Economic Development 
Corporation executive director Jennifer 
Kolbe unexpectedly resigned last week 
from her position with the municipal 
corporation.

“I love Gonzales. I left my job and the 
GEDC in much better shape than when 
I got there,” Kolbe told the Inquirer. 
“With the support of the board, we 
were able to settle hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in debt owed; fund wa-
ter tower studies; provide Main Street 
grants; work with Remschel, Snavely, 

Laurel Ridge and Shear Designs; and 
put in processes and implemented 
rules and procedures that were not 
there when I got there that will only 
make the community better in the 
future.

“Even though I will not be there to 
see it, all of these things the GEDC is 
working on will come to fruition and 
Gonzales has a bright future.”

She referred further questions about 
her departure to Gonzales City Man-
ager Tim Crow. 

“Jennifer Kolbe is no longer em-
ployed by the City of Gonzales. As this 
is a personnel issue, the City of Gon-

zales will not be providing any public 
comments about this matter,” Crow 
said Monday afternoon.

Her resignation is a surprise as it 
came just days after she led another 
successful Gonzales ISD Spring Career 
Fair, in which more than 300 GISD stu-
dents were introduced to careers and 
opportunities in various fields available 
in the Gonzales area.

Kolbe was also working on a number 
of other projects for the GEDC, includ-
ing a potential new water tower for the 
Industrial Park and the national mar-

Kolbe resigns as GEDC executive director

JENNIFER KOLBE See KOLBE, page 17

City Council hears 
Feather Fest update, 
discusses mobile 
home ordinance
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Nixon City Council 
members discussed how 
the upcoming Feather 
Fest is taking wing during 
their regular meeting on 
Tuesday, March 7, at City 
Hall.

Feather Fest was once 
a major event in Nixon 
which paid tribute to 
Holmes Foods and the 
poultry industry that is 
prevalent in the com-
munity. It was a three-day long festival that included 
a parade, fireworks, music and more, but it went away 
in 1989 and did not come back for 25 years until 2014, 

NIXON

See FEATHER FEST, page 18

REMEMBERING THE RUNAWAY SCRAPESales tax revenues 
remain healthy from 
post-holiday period
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

The city of Gonzales saw an increase of more than 7.7 
percent in sales tax allocations this month as the post-
Christmas economy remained healthy for the county’s 
largest city, according to Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar’s office.

Hegar announced he will send cities, counties, transit 

See REVENUE, page 7

Local governments 
will soon see opioid 
money in their coffers
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County and its 
four municipalities will split 
$17,102.42 in proceeds from 
the Opioid Abatement Trust 
Fund as Texas Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar begins disburs-
ing the first funds from the 
statewide opioid litigation 
settlement under Texas Opi-
oid Multi District Litigation, 
In Re: Texas Opioid Litiga-
tion, MDL No. 2018-63587, 

in the 152nd District Court 
of Harris County, Texas.

Hegar announced last 
week the initial transfer of 
$47,088,165 from the Opioid 
Abatement Trust Fund to 
cities and counties to help 
them address “opioid-relat-
ed harms” in their commu-
nities. Future transfers will 
continue over many years 
based on the terms of the 
settlement agreement.

Jarrod Birmingham is set to 
perform at Feather Fest 2023.

City approves 
creation of 
Beautification 
Committee
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales City Council 
met for their regularly scheduled 
meeting Thursday, March 9 at City 
Hall, 820 St. Joseph St. One of the 
big agenda items discussed was 
ordinance number 2023-7 about 
the creation of a City of Gonzales 

Commissioners can now issue long-term temporary water line permits
BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Gonzales County commis-
sioners on Monday, March 
13, approved the creation of a 

new long-term permit that can 
be granted to companies that 
need to lay temporary water 
line over or along county roads 
and rights of way.

Precinct 4 Commissioner 

Collie Boatright Jr. said there 
was a lack of an option that 
would allow the county to issue 
a water line permit for a longer 
amount of time.

“It wasn’t working good with 

the temporary permits because 
it would only be for 90 days 
and they would have to come 
back and reapply,” Boatright 
said. “We were trying to make 
it a little less paperwork and do 

a long-term deal where they 
would only have to come in 
once every six months or year 
and redo the paperwork. We 

GONZALES

See BEAUTIFICATION, page 7

See PERMITS, page 17

See OPIOID, page 7

LEW K. COHN
Tour Gonzales, the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, the Edwards Association and others held the first-ever candlelight 
vigil for the victims of the Runaway Scrape on Saturday, March 11 at Independence Square. The Runaway Scrape began in 
1836 after Sam Houston ordered Gonzales to be burned down before their escape from Santa Anna and the Mexican Army 
following the fall of the Alamo. For more photos from the event, see page 18.
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FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
March 16th

Ronald Barborak
Cleve Handley

Cayedance Harkey
Krystal Kelley
Marilyn Krum

Randy Robinson
Jackie Rodriguez
Ryan Wilkerson

March 17th
Valorie Daniel
Patsy Darilek
Patsy DeVries

Austin Phillip Meyer

Cosme Molina

March 18th
Jessica Frazier

Jim Gracey
Gary Haynes

Sara Hohensee
Lane Jackson
Kevin LaFleur

March 19th
Felica Camarillo

Janice Molnoskey
Angel Palmaraz
Art Rodriguez

March 20th
James Ara

Johanna Lamprecht
Quinton Parker
Kasey Rhodes
Sarah Tenberg

March 21st
Tyler Harvey
Lillie Heins

Brittany Law

March 22nd
Pat Schurig

Gerald D. Tieken

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

March 20March 20
67º/54º

A thick cloud cover
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 65

CLOUDYCLOUDY

March 16March 16
83º/54º

Mostly cloudy and very warm
9% chance of rain ● RealFeel 82

SUNNYSUNNY

March 18March 18
59º/48º

Plenty of sunshine
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 61

Mostly cloudy
1% chance of rain ● RealFeel 70

March 22March 22
69º/55º

March 17March 17
64º/47º

Mostly sunny and cooler
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 61

March 19March 19
64°/50°

Variable clouds
25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 63

March 21March 21
72º/53º

Partial sunshine
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 73

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

PARTLY CLOUDYPARTLY CLOUDY

MOSTLY SUNNYMOSTLY SUNNY

MOSTLY CLOUDYMOSTLY CLOUDY

MOSTLY CLOUDYMOSTLY CLOUDY

PHOTOS COURTESY ALEXIS CERDA, GEDC ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
More than 300 Gonzales High School students were introduced to 35 regional employers during the annual Gonzales 
Economic Development Corporation (GEDC) and Gonzales ISD Spring Career Fair on March 8. Students were introduced 
to careers in agriculture, business, healthcare, manufacturing, transportation and more. The purpose of the event is to 
showcase diverse career pathways available to students within the region. Among the employers who are pictured are 
TxDOT, Gonzales Police Department, Gonzales Healthcare Systems, TX FAME, Buc-ee’s, City of Gonzales, TSG Architects 
and Seadrift Coke. Employers are provided an opportunity to tell students what skills and educational requirements are 
needed to fill open positions within their companies. The annual career fair is a key component in the GEDC’s business 
retention program. Helping existing companies target local talent builds a sustainable community. Students that engaged 
with the employers the most by filling out a questionnaire were entered into a special drawing to win a Come And Take It mug 
and Come And Take It flag, furnished by the GEDC.

COME AND HIRE THEM!

GBRA hosts Clean 
Rivers Program 
Steering Committee
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The annual meeting 
of the Guadalupe River 
Basin Steering Commit-
tee was held Wednes-
day, March 15 at the 
Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority (GBRA) River 
Annex in Seguin. The 
steering committee was 
established as part of the 
Clean Rivers Program 
to solicit public input 
on local water quality 
concerns.

Each year, GBRA 
convenes the commit-
tee meeting to provide 
direction for Clean 
Rivers Program ac-
tivities in the Guadalupe 
River Basin, as well as 
develop and monitor 
the work plan. Through 
these efforts, citizens 
and communities gain a 
greater appreciation for 
their natural resources 
and the importance of 

making water quality 
protection a part of their 
daily lives.

The meeting agenda 
included an overview 
of the Clean Rivers 
Program, Watershed 
Protection Plan 
updates, and a special 
presentation from GBRA 
on Native mussels in the 
Guadalupe River Basin.

Speakers included 
Elizabeth Edgerton, 
GBRA, water quality 
program supervisor; 
Lee Gudgell, GBRA, 
aquatic biologist; 
Sandra Arismendez, 
The Meadows Center 
for Water and the 
Environment, water 
quality monitoring 
coordinator; Phillip 
Quast, City of New 
Braunfels, watershed 
coordinator; AnnaLee 
Epps, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Geronimo 
and Alligator Creeks, 
watershed coordinator, 
among others.

One arrested on 
weapons, theft 
charges after search 
warrant executed
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

One person was arrested Friday, March 10, after 
the Gonzales County Sheriff’s Office, Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), and Texas 
Rangers Special Operations Group served a search/
arrest warrant at a residence on County Road 308.

The warrant was the result of a combined in-
vestigation between Sheriff’s Office Investigators 
and ATF agents. The search resulted in numerous 
firearms and stolen property being recovered. One 
male, whose identity has not yet been released, was 
arrested and taken into federal custody.

RIBBON CUTTING  
FOR CHICK-FIL-A FOOD TRUCK

LEW K. COHN
The Gonzales Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture helped 
Chick-fil-A hold a ribbon cutting for its food truck, which made 
its first stop in Gonzales at Tractor Supply Tuesday, March 14. 
The truck will return every other week throughout the remainder 
of the year.

GonzalesInquirer.com



Q.  The trees in our neigh-
borhood are putting on new 
leaves. The Arizona ash look 
especially attractive. Why 
don’t arborists and horti-
culturists recommend them 
anymore?  

A. In Central and South Texas 
the Arizona ash are short-lived 

due to fungal disease and 
insects. They are also prone 
to limb breakage.  Our best 
choices for shade trees are 
usually from the list of live 
oak, Texas red oak, cedar elm, 
bur oak, Mexican sycamore, 
anaqua,  Mexican white oak 
and chinkapin oak. 

Q. Our favorite nursery 
has its supply of roses in for 
the spring. When I told the 
manager that roses were too 
hard to take care of, he said 
that there was a list of tough 
modern and old-fashion roses 
that were easy to care for and 

bloomed over a long season. 
He said they did not need to 
be sprayed every week like 
the fancy hybrid teas. 

A. He is correct if he is talk-
ing about Mrs. Dudley Cross, 
Belinda’s Dream, Martha Gon-
zales. Grandma’s Yellow, Katy 
Road, and Mutabilis. In addi-
tion to being disease and pest 
resistant they do not require 
much pruning and will bloom 
up to 8 months some years. 

Q. What is the shrub with 
purple blooms and the sweet 
fragrance that is blooming 
now? Do deer eat it? Is there 

anything else as showy now? 
A. I believe you are de-

scribing the Texas mountain 
laurel. We usually describe the 
fragrance as smelling like grape 
bubble gum or Kool-Aid. It is 
very drought tolerant, grows in 
full sun, is evergreen  and is not 
eaten by deer.  Mutabilis rose, 
Mexican plum, and red bud are 
also blooming now but they are 
eaten by the deer. 

Q How long can we leave 
full grown carrots in the gar-
den before they decline?

A. They lose some quality 
after about a month but will 

probably last until the end of 
May with enough quality to 
continue to harvest them. 

Q. I notice zinnias are in the 
nursery and some even have 
blooms. Is it too early to plant 
them? My snapdragons are 
still blooming!

A. I planted Dreamland zin-
nias in my cut flower garden 
right next to the rows of snap-
dragons. Both species seem 
to be doing well. I like to plant 
zinnias as early as possible, 
they are attractive and a favor-
ite Monarch butterfly nectar 
source.  
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

March 18th-19th
Xtreme Team Roping

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

GONZALES LIVESTOCK 
MARKET
March 11
Cattle: 1005
Compared to our last sale: 
Number 1 choice calves and 
yearlings sold steady. Less qual-
ity calves and yearlings sold 
steady. Packer cows sold 
steady & bulls sold  3.00-4.00 
higher. 
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 270-275; 300-400 lbs., 260-
265; 400-500 lbs., 238-240; 500-
600 lbs., 210-245; 600-700 lbs, 
190-203; 700-800 lbs, 168-182.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 
80-95.
Stocker-feeder Heifers: Medium 
and large from No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 255-260; 300-400 lbs., 215-
219; 400-500 lbs., 190-210; 500-
600 lbs., 175-185; 600-700 lbs., 
155-164.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility 
and commercial, 63-83; Cutters, 
92-102; Canners, 32-62; High 
yielding fat cows, 85-94.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, 
good heavy bulls, 117-128; Light 
weights and medium quality 

bulls, 97-112.
Stockers Cows: $750 to $1,150.
Pairs: $850 to $1,900. 

NIXON LIVESTOCK
March 13th
Cattle – 1006
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $189-260
300-400 lbs - $205-280
400-500 lbs - $198-255
500-600 lbs - $191-243
600-700 lbs - $168-213
700-800 lbs - $150-185
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $176-235
300-400 lbs - $171-230
400-500 lbs - $168-250
500-600 lbs - $166-315
600-700 lbs - $149-207
700-800 lbs - $133-161
Slaughter Cows - $25-94
Slaughter Bulls - $90-119
Stocker Cows – $550-1000
Pairs: $900-1175

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION CO., INC.
Sale date: March 7
Cattle on hand: 1658
Packer Cows:
Canner and Cutter Cows: $68-

104
Utility & Fat Cows: $65-100
Low dressing canner cows: $50-
68
Poor/Weak: $35-50
Packer Bulls:
Heavyweight Bulls: $112-124
Utility & Cutter Bulls: $95-110
Lightweight Canner Bulls: $82-
96
Stocker Cows:
Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers: 
$1050-1275
Medium Stocker Cows & 
Heifers: $825-1050
Good Cow & Calf Pairs: $1300-
1650
Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: $900-
1,250
Stocker & Feeder Calves & 
Yearlings:
Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 lbs.: $160-240
200-300 lbs.: $205-290
300-400 lbs.: $20-270
400-500 lbs.: $195-257.50
500-600 lbs.: $185-232.50
600-700 lbs.: $170-227.50
700-800 lbs.: $152-190
Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 lbs: $155-230
200-300 lbs.: $165-240
300-400 lbs.: $175-230
400-500 lbs.: $175-222.50
500-600 lbs.: $170-215
600-700 lbs.: $152-195
700-800 lbs: $143-175
Replacement Heifers:
350-750 lbs.: $185-300
The calf market was strong 
again. All weights and classes 
sold steady to stronger once 
more. Demand is extremely 
good. Packer cows & bulls sold 
steady & strong on a total sup-
ply of 325 head.

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
March 8
Quality not as deep but strong 
demand. Market remains steady 
all the way through.
Cattle – 854
Sheep & goats – 5726
Medium & large frame #1 
Steers:
200-300 lb. .50-1.50-2.66
300-400 lb. .30-1.84-2.82
400-500 lb. .45-1.88-2.56
500-600 lb. .50-1.71-2.35
600-700 lb. .75-1.84-2.12
700-850 lb. .65-1.53-1.85
Medium & large frame #1 
Heifers:
200-300 lb. .60-1.54-2.20
300-400 lb. .35-1.63-2.18
400-500 lb. .45-1.58-2.55
500-600 lb. .55-1.59-2.00
600-750 lb. .60-1.56-1.92
Cows:
Utility & commercial – 55-86-105
Cutters – 58-65-71
Canners – 53-57-61

Palpated cow – 500-1150 
Cow/Calf Pairs – 1100-1300
Bulls:
Heavy High Yielding – 1.05-1.23
Light & Low Yielding – .70-104
Sheep & Goats:
Nannies – 50-420
Kid Goats (Fat) – 3.05-3.52
Wethers -1.10-3.70
Billies – 1.65-2.70
Dorp. Ewes  - 80-250
Dorp. Lambs (Fat) – 2.90-3.20
Wooled Ewes –  NONE
Wooled Bucks – 1.10-1.54
Lambs – 1.27-2.10
Barb. Bucks – 250-385

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET 
March 10, 2023
Number of head 1,907
There were 207 cows and 32 
bulls. The packer market was 
steady as demand remains sea-
sonally strong. Top packer cow 
was at $101/cwt while the top 
packer bull was at $127/cwt !
The calf market was higher by 
over $38/head due to heavier 
weights and a stronger market 
especially on heavier weights. A 
very strong and upbeat market 
on all classes.
Packer bulls:    90.00-127.00
Packer cows:  
canners & cutters   85.00-101.00
poor & weak     25.00-50.00
Palpated: 38 bred   90.00-105.00
PAIRS:  3 	    $1,200-$1,425
Steer Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
Under 200 lbs. 	 NONE
200-249 lbs.     233.00-246.00    
250-299 lbs.    226.00-238.00
300-350 lbs.    227.00-276.00
350-400 lbs.    223.00-276.00
400-450 lbs.     199.00-252.00
450-500 lbs.    206.00-240.00
500-550 lbs.    202.00-231.00
550-600 lbs.     192.00-222.00
600-700 lbs.    180.00-210.00
700-800 lbs.     171.00-196.00
Bull Calves:     (AVG-HIGH)
Under 250lbs    183.00-234.00
250-300 lbs.    213.00-272.00
300-350 lbs.    200.00-290.00
350-400 lbs.     214.00-266.00
400-450 lbs.    210.00-252.00
450-500 lbs.    205.00-244.00
500-550 lbs.     195.00-224.00
550-600 lbs.    191.00-218.00 
600-700 lbs     177.00-211.00
Over 700 lbs.    158.00-192.00
Heifer Calves:    (AVG-HIGH)
under 200 lbs.     193.00-225.00
200-250 lbs.     185.00-254.00
250-300 lbs     182.00-230.00
300-350 lbs.    187.00-234.00
350-400 lbs.     184.00-254.00
400-450 lbs.     182.00-244.00
450-500 lbs.    174.00-219.00
500-550 lbs     172.00-210.00
550-600 lbs.    169.00-211.00 
600-700 lbs.     158.00-205.00 
Over 700 lbs     152.00-190.00

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

CONTRIBUTED
Six Gonzales High School seniors were presented with a Lee Baker Memorial Scholarship at the Commercial Heifer Sale on March 
3, 2023. Mr. Baker had a strong passion for the cattle industry and enjoyed helping many kids with their commercial heifer stock 
show projects in Gonzales. A group of his close friends wanted to continue his legacy of helping the youth through scholarships. 
Recipients are (from left to right): Slone Gibson, Brody Borrer, Savay Sexton, Jason Sanchez, Brendon Mercer, and Hadley Borrer. 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Garden
with
CALVIN 
FINCH

Q&A
Horticulturist-recommended trees tend to be more hardy

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/GonzalesInquirer



Dear Editor,
I would just like to take the time 

to thank the Gonzales Chamber of 
Commerce for all the events it held 
this past week honoring our Texas 
history and our heroes’ legacies. 
I want to show appreciation to 
everyone who participated in these 
wonderful events.

Listening to the descendants of 
the patriots that fought for Texas 
Independence was an honor. 
We must always do our best to 
remember the sacrifices these brave 
men and women from all walks of 
life made and fought for to ensure 
our Texas Independence. Thank you 
Gonzales Chamber of Commerce 
and all the volunteers that made 
these events possible.

Sincerely,
Thomas Enriquez

Beautiful Gonzales, Texas
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It is the policy of The Inquirer to 
encourage reader participation on 
its Opinion page. Diverse and varied 
opinions are welcomed. Because of 
space limitations, we must limit all 
contributors to one letter per person 
per month. Letters of 400 words or less 
will be published unless they contain 
language or content that the editors 
feel is inappropriate.

Letters must either be about 
Gonzales County, from a resident of 
Gonzales County, or in response to a 
story that appears in print or online in 
The Inquirer. 

Examples of content that will cause 
letters to be rejected include the 
following:

•	 Confusing or unclear points.
•	 Crude language.
•	 Poor taste.
•	 Disrespectful comments 

regarding a group’s or individual’s 
ethnicity, gender, religion, culture, 
sexual orientation or race.

•	 Other incendiary language or 
remarks.

•	 Endorsements for or complaints 
about individually named commercial 
products or services.

•	 Poetry.
•	 Personal attacks.
•	 “Thank You” letters that go 

beyond general thanks to the 
community; attempt to serve as 
an advertisement for a company, 
individual or political party; or is 
submitted in lieu of a paid “Thank You” 
advertisement.

During periods ahead of an election, 
The Inquirer does not accept letters to 
the editor urging voters to vote for or 
against candidates in local elections. 
Endorsements should be displayed 
in political advertising. In light of this 
policy, we reserve the right to reject or 
edit letters for references to candidates 
and whether or not they should be 
elected. The Inquirer will accept letters 
expressing views on bond measures, 
constitutional amendments and 
other such issues. Letters will not be 
accepted once early voting has begun. 

The Inquirer will not knowingly 
publish factually incorrect information.

Only letters written exclusively 
to the newspaper will be published. 
Letters to a third party or those written 
to more than one newspaper are not 
accepted. “Wallpaper” – submissions 
that are in large part copied-and-
pasted from another author or 
organization – will not be published.

Letters written in response to other 
letter writers should address the issue 
at hand. Discourse should be civil 
and people should be referred to in a 
respectful manner. Letters referring to 
news stories should also mention the 
headline and date of publication.

All letters must be signed and 
include the writer’s street address 
or route address telephone number, 
which will be used for verification 
purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:
•	 Email: publisher@

gonzalesinquirer.com
•	 U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 

616, Gonzales, Texas, 78629
•	 In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. 

Paul Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 
(Please bring in a digital format, if 
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to Publisher Lew Cohn, 830-672-2861.
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Minnie Pearl — queen of 
country humor for a half-
century — ”country-talked” 

her way into our hearts, mostly from 
the stage of Nashville’s Grand Ole 
Opry.

Nowadays, the $1.98 price tag dan-
gling from her hat is 
but a distant memo-
ry. A character 
fabricated by Sarah 
Ophelia Colley 
Cannon, who made 
Minnie’s home-
town of Grinder’s 
Switch and stories 
of “Uncle Nabob” 
seem real. (Cannon, 
with two degrees 
in theater, did well 
with her act, ap-
pearing largely on 
Nashville’s Grand 
Ole Opry, and on 
radio and televi-
sion.)

Anyways, it was 
she who claimed to hate repeating 
gossip, but she didn’t know what else 
to do with it….

*****
Uncle Mort, my aged kin down in 

the thicket, spent many a Saturday 
night listening to the Opry, his radio 
turned to highest volume. He feels 
that Minnie helped him take the high 
roads in continual searches for the 
sunny side of life. 

“I’m an imagined figure, too,” Mort 
joked, “figmentary from the ground 
up.” (I admit unleashing my “uncle” 
in this column nearly two decades 
ago.)

Mort figures that if Cannon were 
still alive, she (Minnie) would have a 
field day with gossip on social media, 
where it now has a strong foothold….

*****
Mort still relishes hearing — and 

repeating — good stories, hopeful of 
spreading them to amuse, inspire and 
make others feel better about the hu-
man condition.

He’s watchful about goings-on of 
political figures, particularly those 
with “funny names.”

One such person is U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken. “Reckon he 
ever checks with his cousins, Winkin’ 
and Nod?” muses my uncle, remem-
bering a long-ago children’s poem….

*****
He’s also happy to learn of chil-

dren’s good deeds. He cites Little 
Rock’s Kayzen Hunter, 8, who looks 
forward to his family’s Saturday 
morning breakfasts at Waffle House.

His favorite waiter, Devonte Gardner, 
has been on hard times, barely surviv-
ing with his family in a rented hovel, 
and walking several miles to work.

Kayzen mounted a “GoFundMe” 
drive, raising $30,000 to buy Gardner 
a car and secure better housing….

*****
Mort is impressed by the ingenuity 

of Girl Scouts, who have done well 
funding projects with cookie sales 
since 1917. This year, “Raspberry 
Rally” has been a sales sensation, sell-
ing out everywhere.

If you can’t wait to savor this new 
flavor, worry no more. There is hope.

Raspberry Rally cookies are 
available on eBay, but the price has 
increased tenfold. One vendor is sell-
ing boxes at $49.99 each, plus $12.25 
shipping. (The scouts sold them for 
$4 box when they were in stock.) Oh, 
well….

*****
Finally, Mort has found a “feel 

good” story in Washington, DC, 
where a two-foot-tall raven was 
found, hobbling around a used car 
dealership in Chantilly, VA. (OK, 
that’s not DC, but just 30 miles away.)

Euthanasia was recommended for 
the bird, downed by pellets. However, 
stubborn Catherine Sevcenko inter-
vened, nursing the bird for several 
months. She dared to pry open its 
beak to medicate, as well as select 
favorite foods that seemingly helped 
him return to joyous living, even if it 
remained unable to fly.

Ravens are highly intelligent birds, 
capable of holding grudges, stashing 
food and using gestures to communi-
cate, and this bird was no exception, 
Sevcenko said….
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Send us your favorite riddle. 
Send us two or three or more!

Riddle Roundup

With a BLUE crayon, circle the coins that add up 
to the amount shown on the top coin purse. Then, 

use a RED crayon to circle the coins that add up to 
the amount shown on the bottom coin purse. Have 

a family member check your work. You should have 
5¢ left over if you circled the correct coins.

Standards Link: Math: Add money amounts.

These ZING sneakers 
are super popular 

with the kids at my 
school. But they 
cost $69 a pair!

Which pair of sneakers should Kevin choose? Give at least two reasons 
to explain your choice.

Which pair of jeans should Emma choose? 
Give at least two reasons for your choice.

These generic 
sneakers cost $29. 

They’re not nearly as 
fancy as the ZING 
sneakers, though.

A lot of young movie stars 
wear the jeans at left. They 
are $80. The generic ones 

in the middle are $30. And 
the used pair at right is $8 

at the thrift store.

These kids are facing a decision about spending money. What would you do?

Which is the best deal? The small can of fruit juice or the 64 ounce size?

How much money 
would you save if 
you put a nickel in 
a jar every day for 

a year?

PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 3

Find four 4-digit 
numbers in the 

newspaper. Copy 
the numbers onto a 
piece of paper and 
add them together. 
Repeat with 5-digit 

and 6-digit numbers.
Standards Link: Math:

Addition.

It All Adds Up

Can you come up with a family fun game night that costs $0?

PUZZLE 4

PUZZLE 2
How much money would you save 
in four weeks if you saved 5¢ a day 

the �rst week, 10¢ a day the second 
week, 15¢ a day the third week and 

20¢ a day the fourth week?

The 64 ounce bottle contains 16 
4 ounce cups of juice. The 12 
ounce can contains three 4 

ounce cups of juice.

BOTTLE: $3.50

CAN: $1.25

How much money would you save 
using the plan in Puzzle 2 and kept 
increasing the savings amount by 

5¢ each week for 12 weeks?

Can you add up 
all the coins you see 

on this page?

How much money would you save 
using the plan in Puzzle 3 and kept 
increasing the savings amount by 

5¢ each week for 26 weeks?

Newspaper coupons are a great way to save money. Circle the 
coupon that offers the best deal on each product.

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Calculate sums and differences.

M O N E Y  P U Z Z L E S
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

BECOME A KID SCOOP SPONSOR!
Contact Sanya today for sizes and pricing! Sanya.Simmons@GonzalesInquirer.com or 830-672-2861

Don’t let your advertising
get wiped out by channel surfing. 

Plug into the power of print and online
newspaper advertising today. Newspaper
advertising gets attention, and it gets results.
In fact, 80% of  readers say they look at
advertising when reading their newspaper.
* Statistics published by the Newspaper Association of America from independent researchers.connect with more

potential customers:
call 830-672-2861

to advertise,
in print and online.

 www.gonzalesinquirer.com
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*Performance Tuning
*Bumpers
*Grill Guards
*Steps
*Hitches
*Tonneau Covers

717 N. Hwy 123 Bypass Seguin, Texas 78155
(Located directly behind Valvoline Express Care)

(830)379-8100

XPRESS
TRUCK ACCESSORIES      

*High Performance 
       Exaust Systems
*Tool Boxes
*Bed Covers
*O� -Road Equipment
*Headache Racks

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E BJonesCaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Victoria College has en-
tered into a partnership 
with BDI DataLynk, an 
internationally recog-
nized fiber optics training 
firm based in Austin, to 
offer a new fiber optics 
course in Victoria.

The first of its kind in 
South Texas, the course is 
being offered in response 
to an emerging need 
identified by Victoria 
leaders.

“Over the last three 
years, broadband internet 
has become a major pri-
ority for the entire state 
of Texas and for much of 
the country,” said Dar-
rek Ferrell, Assistant 
City Manager. “It is vital 
to the economic and 
developmental health 
of our community that 
our infrastructure keeps 
up with the demands of 
those who choose to live, 
work, and visit Victoria.”

During the pandemic, 
employees began work-
ing from home and 
students shifted to online 
instruction, but many 
households lacked access 
to fast, reliable internet 
connections. This led 
to Congress including 
legislation in the Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Deal 
of 2021 to ensure all 
Americans have access 
to reliable, high-speed 
internet through a $65 
billion investment in 
broadband infrastructure 
deployment.

“During our efforts 
to recruit broadband 
providers to Victoria, we 
learned that there are not 
enough people trained 
to meet the rapidly 
increasing demand for 
infrastructure expansion,” 
explained Ferrell.

When Victoria leaders 
identified fiber install-
ers and technicians as a 
high-demand occupa-
tion – not only for the 
Golden Crescent region, 
but across the state and 
nation – they looked 
to Victoria College to 
explore the possibility of 
offering training to meet 
the need.

“As a community 
college, it is our 

responsibility to meet 
the training needs of the 
region,” said Dr. Jennifer 
Kent, VC President. 
“Crews are currently 
being brought in from 
outside our region to 
install the fiber needed 
for telecommunications 
infrastructure expansion 
when we have the 
workforce right here at 
home. Partnering with 
BDI DataLynk will allow 
us to train our own for 
these good-paying jobs.”

Community leaders 
believe the new course 
will have a positive 
impact on the quality of 
life for Victoria residents.

“At the City of Victoria, 
our mission is enhanc-
ing livability, and our 
community partners at 
Victoria College have fa-
cilitated the development 
of a training program 
that will give many of our 
residents an opportunity 
to enhance their lives, 
careers, and futures,” 
said City Manager Jesús 
Garza.

The one-week fiber op-
tics course is sanctioned 
by the Fiber-Optics 
Association (FOA) and 
recognized by the United 
States Department of 
Labor. Students who 
successfully complete 
the 40-hour course will 
earn three FOA certifica-
tions, which are included 
within the course hours 
and costs:

• Certified Fiber Optics 
Technician

• Certified Fiber Optics 
Specialist in Testing & 
Maintenance

• Certified Fiber Optics 
Specialist in Splicing

The fiber optics course 
will be offered from 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. on July 24-28 
and again on Sept.11-15 
at VC’s Emerging Tech-
nology Complex.

The cost for the class 
is $3,100, and all equip-
ment and supplies will 
be provided. Financial 
aid and scholarships are 
available and may cover 
the majority of tuition.

For more information, 
contact VC’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 
Department at (361) 582-
2528 or WCE@Victoria-
College.edu.

Victoria College 
announces course 
leading to Fiber 
Optics Certifications

Kolkhorst files legislation to address border security
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

State Senator Lois W. Kolk-
horst, (R-Brenham) has filed a 
sweeping legislative package 
aimed at the ongoing influx of 
illegal immigration in Texas. 
With the filing of Senate Bill 
(SB) 1620, SB 1621, SB 1622, 
and SCR 23, the senator seeks 
to highlight the failure of the 
federal government to address 
the ongoing crisis at the U.S.-
Mexico border. 

“During my travels across 
Senate District 18, I was repeat-
edly asked by constituents, 
‘What is Texas doing to combat 

the absence 
of a secure 
border?’ 
While the 
federal 
government 
is charged 
with border 
control, they 
have failed 

to keep Texas and the United 
States safe. As a result, Texans 
are suffering, which is why I 
have filed legislation to address 
the horrific fentanyl crisis, 
enhance offenses for unauthor-
ized immigrants who commit 
crimes, ensure Texas workers 

are legally authorized to work 
in the US, and declare to the 
federal government that Texas 
has been invaded by foreign 
drug cartels,” stated Senator 
Kolkhorst. “Currently the Texas 
Legislature and Governor Ab-
bott are spending billions of 
dollars per biennium to secure 
our border, and these bills are 
intended to enhance that effort 
with new tools.” 

Senator Kolkhorst’s bills are 
as follows:

• SB 1620 enhances the state 
penalties of crimes committed 
by unauthorized immigrants in 
the course of unlawfully enter-

ing the United States.
• SB 1621 requires local 

governments, state contractors, 
and private employers in Texas 
to participate in E-Verify, a fed-
eral system to ensure workers 
are legally authorized to work 
in the United States. Texas state 
agencies have been required to 
comply since 2015.

• SB 1622 creates the new 
offense of the manufacture or 
delivery of fentanyl to a person 
who later dies. This offense will 
be classified as a first degree 
felony, which is punishable by 
life or 5 to 99 years in a Texas 
state prison.

• SCR 23 declares that the 
State of Texas has been invaded 
and calls on the federal govern-
ment to declare foreign drug 
cartels as foreign terrorist orga-
nizations and Texas citizens are 
in danger of irreparable harm.

“I am taking action, because 
Texas must send a strong mes-
sage that crime committed by 
unauthorized immigrants and 
drug traffickers will not stand. 
Where the federal government 
is avoiding its responsibility, 
Texas will fulfill its consti-
tutional duty to protect our 
citizens, property, and border,” 
stated Senator Kolkhorst.

Kolkhorst

Find out 
what all 

your friends 
are talking 

about

YOUR NEWS. YOUR WAY. follow us on
facebook for

easy access to 

The gonzales
inquirer

GonzalesTheThe InquirerInquirer
OUR 160TH YEAR          SERVING GONZALES COUNTY

Preservation Texas announces call 
for nominations for 2023 awards
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

Preservation Texas has 
announced that nomi-
nations for its annual 
Texas’s Most Endangered 
Places List and bien-
nial Preservation Texas 
Honor Awards are now 
open.

The Texas’s Most 
Endangered Places list 
is a signature program 
of Preservation Texas 
which has spotlighted 
imperiled historic places 
across Texas since 2004. 
The list is designed to 
draw statewide attention 
to Endangered Places 
so that local advocates 
can build momentum 
toward their protection. 
Preservation Texas can 
also provide technical 
assistance and letters 
of support for sites that 
have been included on 
the list.

Preservation Texas 
welcomes nominations 
that represent a range 
of preservation threats. 
Of particular interest in 
2023 are nominations 
that seek to address 
threats to:

• Sites associated with 
indigenous history

•  Properties associ-
ated with Texas artists 
and writers

• Brutalist architecture
• Small town cotton 

gins, mills, or similar 
industrial sites

• 19th & 20th cen-
tury sharecropping sites 
(dwellings, farmsteads, 
communities)

• Sites associated with 
Women’s Suffrage in 
Texas

• Sites in the Big 
Spring-Midland-Odessa 
region

To nominate an 
Endangered Place, visit 
PreservationTexas.org/
MEP2023. Nominations 
are due by 5 p.m. on 
Friday, April 14. The final 
list will be announced on 
May 11 in Mineral Wells 
at the North Central 
Texas Regional Preserva-
tion Summit.

In addition, Preserva-
tion Texas is now accept-
ing nominations for the 
2023 Honor Awards until 
May 31. Presented every 
other year, Preservation 
Texas Honor Awards rec-
ognize outstanding ef-
forts to restore, preserve, 
rehabilitate or recon-
struct historic places that 
have been individually 
included on the Texas’s 
Most Endangered Places 
list or relate to a previous 
thematic listing. Partial-
ly-completed projects 
are ineligible as well as 
projects completed more 
than three years ago.

The thematic catego-
ries for which preserved, 
restored, or rehabilitated 
properties are eligible for 
2023 Honor Awards are:

• Adobes of Presidio 

County
• Barns
• Boerne Stage Cor-

ridor/ Scenic Loop
• Carpenter Gothic 

Churches
• Cemeteries
• Civil Rights Sites
• Dallas Public School 

Buildings
• Dams
• Dance Halls
• Gas Stations
• Historic Assets of 

Downtown Austin
• Historic Buildings of 

Rio Grande City
• Historic Resources in 

City Parks
• Historic Resources of 

Dickens County
• Historic Resources of 

the Recent Past
• Historically Segregat-

ed Mexican-American 
Public Schools

• Iron Bridges
• Log Buildings
• Mid-Century Modern 

Sacred Places
• Painted Advertising 

Signs aka “Ghost Signs”
• Railroad Depots
• Rural African-Ameri-

can Heritage Sites

• Rural School Build-
ings

• Small Town Bank 
Buildings

• Small Town Munici-
pal Buildings

• Small Town Theaters 
and Opera Houses

• Working Class Neigh-
borhoods

To nominate a project, 
visit PreservationTexas.
org/HonorAwards. Nom-
inations are due by 5 
p.m. on Wednesday May 
31. Honor Award win-
ners will be announced 
later this summer.

Founded in 1985, 
Preservation Texas is 
a private, nonprofit 
organization dedicated 
to offering a range of 
statewide preservation 
programs. Preservation 
Texas protects historic 
places through direct 
investments, grants, 
and by empowering 
people and organiza-
tions through advocacy, 
collaboration and edu-
cation. Learn more at 
PreservationTexas.org.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION & AWARENESS MONTH

LEW K. COHN
Gonzales County Judge Pat Davis and the Gonzales County Commissioners Court approved a proclamation declaring April 
2023 to be Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month in Gonzales County. Representatives from nonprofits that work with 
children impacted by domestic violence were present to observe the proceedings with county officials. More than 300,000 
Texas children were victims of abuse and neglect in 2022, with 250 of those residing in Gonzales County. 
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#22349A

CPO ‘20 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX

$19,995

32k mi
#22262A

CPO 20 CHEVROLET
COLORADO 4x4 LT

$28,995

66k mi
#P1787

Now restored to a mus-
cular three pounds and 
“running like the wind,” 
the raven walks around 
the Cayuga Nature Center 
in Ithaca, NY at his plea-
sure. He has been named 
“Bertrand,” a name short-
ened to “Bert,” of course.

Sadly, most seriously 
injured birds don’t make 
it; this one survives and 
thrives in his new envi-
ronment. Trainers and 
keepers hope he will be 
open to learning new be-
haviors — such as perch-
ing on command — so 
they can bring him out of 
his enclosure when school 
groups visit. “He’s so 
smart and so present, and 
we all enjoy watching him 
hop around,” one keeper 
said, describing him to be 
a “genuine character.”

What a treat awaits 
visitors, who’ll be privy to 
seeing one of God’s crea-
tures surviving on caring 
love….

*****
Dr. Newbury, longtime 

university president, continues 
to write weekly and speak 

throughout Texas. Contact: 
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@

speakerdoc.com. Facebook: 
Don Newbury.

NEWBURY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I am pleased to announce 
we are making these 
important distributions to 
local governments to assist 
in their efforts to counter the 
effects of opioid abuse in their 
communities,” Hegar said. “As 
drug cartels funnel dangerous 
fentanyl across our southern 
border, the state of Texas and 
our local communities stand on 
the front line of this crisis. We 
are working tirelessly to ensure 
these dollars are put to use in 
the most effective way and to 
provide resources to entities 
committed to ending the 
senseless loss of life associated 
with the opioid epidemic.”

Agency spokesman Kevin 
Lyons said the Comptroller’s 
Office hopes to have “this first 
tranche of monies sent by 
the end of the month.” These 
transfers will continue over 
many years based on the terms 
of the statewide opioid litigation 
settlement agreements.

In the initial disbursement, 
Gonzales County will receive 
$10,431.91, while the city of 
Gonzales will receive $4,672.09. 
Waelder will receive $1,075.96, 
while Nixon will get $716.68 and 
Smiley will get $205.78.

Once all monies have been 
distributed over the course of 
the settlement, Gonzales Coun-

ty will have received a total of 
$33,230, while the city of Gon-
zales will have received $14,882. 
Nixon will receive a total of 
$2,283, while Smiley will receive 
a total of $655 and Waelder will 
receive a total of $3,427 for a 
grand total of $54,477.

In addition to the political 
subdivision distributions, the 
Opioid Abatement Trust Fund 
will fund the Opioid Abatement 
Fund Council’s distributions 
to hospital districts and grants 
to entities working to abate 
the opioid crisis across the 
state. This includes Gonzales 
Healthcare Systems, though the 
amount they will receive has 

not been announced.
Meanwhile, Region 4 of 

the Texas Opioid Council — 
which includes Aransas, Bee, 
Brooks, De Witt, Duval, Goliad, 
Gonzales, Jackson, Jim Wells, 
Karnes, Kenedy, Kleberg, 
Lavaca, Live Oak, Nueces, 
Refugio, San Patricio and 
Victoria counties — will receive 
$27,047,477 for treatment 
and prevention of opioid-use 
disorders within the region.

For more information about 
the Opioid Abatement Trust 
Fund, including settlement 
agreements and other related 
documents, go to the Comptrol-
ler’s website.

OPIOID 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

REVENUES 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

systems and special purpose 
districts $1 billion in local sales 
tax allocations for March, 9.9 
percent more than in March 
2022. These allocations are 
based on sales made in January 
by businesses that report tax 
monthly.

For the month of March 
2023, Gonzales County mu-
nicipalities received a com-
bined $287,388.30 in sales tax 
allocations, up $26,218.98 or 
10.04 percent more than the 
$261,119.32 received during 
March 2022.

These are the best numbers 
recorded for Gonzales County 
for March in eight years, which 
is impressive because January 
is usually the slowest month 
for retail sales and is one of 
the lowest spending months, 

according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s Annual Retail Trade 
Survey (ARTS). Typically, com-
munities see a drop in retail 
sales in the first few months of 
the year, attributable to post-
holiday buyers’ remorse when 
credit card bills for holiday 
spending come due.

For the year, county mu-
nicipalities have received 
$950,132.178, an increase of 
$59,272.91 or 6.65 percent 
above the $890,859.26 received 
through the first three months 
of 2022.

Sales tax allocations for 
Gonzales, the largest city in the 
county which generates the 
lion’s share of sales tax revenue, 
were $244,508.72, up $17,506.22 
or 7.71 percent above the 
$227,002.50 received during 

March 2022. It is the second-
most the city has ever been al-
located for the month of March 
behind only the $264,565.72 the 
city received in March 2015.

For the year, the city has 
received $807,214.53, up 
$33,679.28 or 4.35 percent, 
above the $773,535.25 received 
at this same point in 2022.

Sales tax receipts for Nixon 
were $31,317.44, up $6,914.10, 
or 28.33 percent, above the 
$24,403.34 received in March 
2022. For the year, the city 
has received $103,001.22, up 
$13,343.45, or 14.88 percent, 
above the 89,657.77 received at 
this same point last year.

Waelder received a total of 
$9,544.32, up $2,858.77, or 42.76 
percent, from the $6,685.55 the 
city received in March 2022. That 

is the best total ever for sales 
tax allocations for the month of 
March for the city of Waelder 
and the sixth-best month overall 
for the city. For the year, Waelder 
has received $30,887.41, up 
$11,427.49, or 58.72 percent, 
above the $19,459.92 received at 
this point in 2022.

Finally, Smiley’s sales tax re-
ceipts were just $1,967.82, down 
$1,060.11, or 35.01 percent, 
from the $3,027.93 received in 
March 2022. For the year, the 
city has received $9,029.01, up 
$822.69 or 10.02 percent above 
the $8,206.32 received in the 
first three months of 2022.

Three cities in Gonzales 
County — Gonzales, Nixon and 
Waelder — collect a 1.5 percent 
sales tax rate, while Smiley col-
lects a 1 percent sales tax.

Beautification Committee.
The council approved an 

ordinance adding Section 9.309 
Beautification Committee to 
the city’s Code of Ordinances 
and amending Sections 9.400 
(Rules of Procedures Decorum 
and Ethics) and 9.500 (Code 
of Ethics and Conduct for City 
Officials and Employees of the 
City of Gonzales).

The council went over how 
many people should be on 
the Beautification Committee. 
Numbers from different boards 
were used as an example, from 
JB Wells to the Airport Board, 
with seven members brought 
up by Councilwoman Ronda 
Miller, who suggested they 
make the board bigger with 
more representation.

“We talked about the duties 
of the board and working as a 
community partner on behalf of 
the city. I was thinking, maybe 
we can make that a bigger num-
ber, just a bigger representation 
and more people to still repre-

sent,” Miller said.
Councilwoman Sherrie Koepp 

agreed with Miller about mak-
ing the board bigger due to the 
“huge undertaking” it will be.

“It’s going to take a group of 
citizens to make Gonzales even 
more beautiful than what it 
already is,” Koepp said.

Gonzales Mayor Steve Sucher 
said he doesn’t know what the 
right number is for the board, 
but suggested to start small and 
they could always add more.

“It is an important assign-
ment, and to have a smaller 
group [of the Beautification 
Committee], sort of reaching 
consensus quicker,” Sucher 
said.

Sucher recalled the last time 
the city had a Beautification 
Committee, it was a big board 
with various entities in the com-
munity.

“All the gardening clubs, 
all the art clubs — all of them 
had a designated representa-
tive on that board, and it was a 

big board and it didn’t work,” 
Sucher said.

“What I’m looking for is this 
is an important assignment. I 
think this affects our economic 
development, the sense of 
pride that we feel as residents 
of this community, so these are 
weighty matters,” Sucher said.

Sucher suggested to start 
with a smaller board, and once 
the board sets an agenda for 
what they are going to work on, 
then the council can add more 
people.

The council approved the fol-
lowing agenda times:

• approved suspending the 
April 10, 2023 effective date 
of the proposal by Texas Gas 
Service Company, A Division 
of One Gas, Inc. – Central-Gulf 
Service Area, to implement in-
terim grip rate adjustments for 
Gas Utility Investment In 2022.

• approved rejecting the 
proposals received for the 2022 
Street Improvement Projects

• approved authorizing City 

Manager Tim Crow to negotiate 
and enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the 
Edwards Association for the 
placement of a monument at 
Independence Square com-
memorating the post-Civil-War 
rise and progress of the African-
American people in Gonzales 
County.

• approved an amended and 
restated performance agree-
ment by and between the 
Gonzales Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and Main 
Street Inc.

• approved a Budget Amend-
ment to the Operating Budget 
for the Fiscal Year October 1, 
2022 and Ending September 30, 
2023.

• approved amending Chap-
ter 12 Traffic and Vehicles of 
the City of Gonzales Code of 
Ordinances adding Article 
12.2000 Utility Vehicles; All-
Terrain Vehicles of Golf Carts on 
Public Street, Parking Area and/
or Traffic Way.

BEAUTIFICATION 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SALES TAX REVENUES

keting of property that 
GEDC owns off Harwood 
Road.

“I believe Jennifer 
Kolbe served the commu-
nity and the board very 
well during her employ-
ment as the Gonzales 
EDC director,” said GEDC 
President Ken Morrow, 
who confirmed Kolbe’s 
departure from the posi-
tion. “Without Jennifers’ 
leadership, I do not 
believe we would have 
purchased the Harwood 
Road property. This is the 
property which we are 
using to bring national 
business investment at-
tention to Gonzales.”

Kolbe was hired as the 
Gonzales EDC executive 
director in November 
2020 and served in that 
position for nearly two 
and a half years. Her an-
nual salary as GEDC ex-
ecutive director for fiscal 
year 2023 was budgeted 
at $88,200 plus benefits.

Prior to that, she was 
the business retention 
manager for the Schertz 
EDC for four years and 
the executive director of 
the La Vernia Municipal 
Development District 
for five years. Kolbe also 
worked for Texas Lu-
theran University as a 
research manager and for 
Guadalupe Valley Elec-
tric Cooperative as an 
economic development 
representative, a position 
she also held for the city 
of Seguin.

The Gonzales EDC 
was formed as a Type B 
economic development 
corporation on March 
11, 1997, to “promote 
economic development 
within the city and the 
state of Texas in order to 
encourage and enhance 
employment and the 
public welfare of, fore, 
and on behalf of the city” 
as allowed by Chapter 
505 of the Texas Lo-
cal Government Code. 
Articles of incorporation 
were filed with the state 
three days later.

KOLBE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to  

The Gonzales Inquirer!

facebook.com/GonzalesInquirer

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.

Come to Fehner & Son Grain for your needs!



HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
The deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

Classifieds

190
LAWN, GARDEN

210
MISC. SERVICES

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

040
AUCTIONS

040
AUCTIONS

700
HOUSES FOR

RENT OR LEASE

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 

Inquirer!Inquirer!

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 

Inquirer!Inquirer!

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

470
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

050
GARAGE SALES

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED
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650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

650
MISCELLANEOUS

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
CALL TODAY - 830-672-2861

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low, 
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation 
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager 

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero 
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

400
DIRT, GRAVEL

WE HAVE SE-
LECT fill, wash 
rock for land-
scape, septic 
rock & pea gravel 
for sale. Bob-
cat Driver also 
needed. For 
more information, 
contact Randall, 
361-243-6908, 
Durrett Sand & 
Gravel.

Instructor needed to teach Certified 
Pharmacy Technician course at the 

Gonzales facility.  Classes begin 
in August 2022.  Prefer minimum 
of one year experience.  For more 

information call (361) 572-6446 or email 
HealthCareers@VictoriaCollege.edu.

An Equal-Opportunity Institution

THE TEXAN IS 
looking for a Full 
time Maintenance 
Director. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

NOW HIRING 
ELECTRICIAN.  
E x p e r i e n c e d , 
Journeyman li-
cense required. 
Please call BNM 
Electric LLC, 830-
857-0930 to apply.

CAL MAINE 
FOODS Inc. 
Happy Hen lo-
cation is looking 
for Shipping and 
Receiving,  Pal-
letizer. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1974 CR 283 
W, Harwood, Tx 
78632. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

TEXAN NURS-
ING AND Rehab 
of Gonzales is 
now hiring for the 
following posi-
tion: Full Time: 
C.N.A., all shifts; 
LVN, all shifts, 
full-time, with a 
$1000 Sign On 
and Referral Bo-
nus. Individual 
should be multi-
task oriented, 
self-motivated, 
and must enjoy 
working around 
the elderly. Please 
apply in person: 
Texan Nursing 
and Rehab of 
Gonzales, 3428 
Moulton Rd., 
Gonzales, Texas 
78629. EOE

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

Part-time Instructor 
needed for
CDL Truck

Driving Course
to be held at the

VC Gonzales Center.
In partnership with HCC

For details contact
Melissa Robinson at

(361) 573-3291, ext. 3461. 

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Apply In Person or at 
www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Same Day Interview

Now Hiring
Full-Time 

All Positions

GARAGE SALE: 
213 St. James 
St., Friday & Sat-
urday, March 17th 
& 18th, 8am-1pm, 
both days. Fur-
niture, clothing & 
household items.

MOVING SALE, 
714 ST. VIN-
CENT, FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY, 9-?,  
Mens, Women’s, 
Children, Teens, 
Infant clothes of 
all sizes (CHEAP). 
B o o k s h e l v e s , 
nick-nacks, jew-
elry, toys, games, 
trampoline, mov-
ies, chairs, tables, 
shoes, decora-
tions, picture 
frames, lamps.

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

We are growing.  
Come grow with us.

Aplicar en persona
o en línea a 

www.kitchenpride.com
1034 CR 348, Gonzales

830-540-4516
Entrevistas el mismo día

Estamos Contratando
Tiempo Completo

Todas las Posiciones

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply
Is now hiring for

Yard Hand/Customer Service
Forklift experience required.

Must be dependable.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls
We now off er Health Insurance

• All Positions
• Full-time
• Part-time
• Flexible 
  Schedules
• Competitive
   Wages

Please apply 
in person:

OR online at
Sonicdrivein.com/jobs 

Store #2104
Zip Code 78629

Now 
Hiring!!

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

USE HAPPY 
JACK® mange 
medicine to pro-
mote healing & 
hair growth to any 
mange, hot spot, 
fungus or allergy 
on dogs & horses 
without steroids! 
At Tractor Sup-
ply®. (www.hap-
pyjackinc.com)

C A L - M A I N E 
FOODS INC. is 
hiring for Plant 
Palletizers & 
Cleanup posi-
tions. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick Leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person. 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc. 1680 CR 
431 Waelder, TX 
78959. Mon-Fri 
7-4. 830-540-
4205 or 830-540-
4684.

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

Gonzales County 
Water Supply 
Corporation

Is hiring an experienced billing/
payment clerk to handle a large 
volume of utility payments. Will 
also serve as customer service 
representative. Must be computer 
proficient with good attention to 
detail. Cash handling experience 
and bi-lingual a plus. Must have 
high school diploma or GED. 
Hours are 8-5 M-F. Benefits 
include paid vacation, sick, 
holiday, insurance and retirement 
plan. Apply in person, 2000 
Waelder Rd., Gonzales.

860
WORK WANTED

SUBSCRIBE! 
830-672-2861

501 St. James | Gonzales TX 78629
Office: 830–519–4132

DeLanna Allen: 830–857–0222
Caitlyn Boscamp: 830-203-0910

Meagan Campion: 830–857–5700
Heather Rodriguez: 830-351-0174

Julie Carreon: 512-393-9533
Esther Pena: 830-305-5288

Somer Simon: 281-690-6003
Jimmy Tuma: 210-387-8862

Macie Chrisman 361-648-6620
firstshotrealestate@gmail.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

COLLECTIBLES 
AUCTION

Sunday, March 19, 10:00 AM
801 CR 488 Gonzales, TX. 78629

www.IntegrityAuctions.biz
6 Neon Beer Signs, Gulf & Pegasus Pam

 Clocks, Pearl & Zippo Clocks, Beer Posters,
Assorted Lone Star Tin Tackers & More! 

30 One oz. Silver Rounds and Bars, 
Silver Dollars, Halves, Quarters, & Dimes,  
Fine Art (Paintings & Prints), Happy Meal

Toy Collection, Furniture, Costume Jewelry, 
Tools, Ammo Reloading Supplies, Well

Bucket, Power Washer, Sprayer, Shelves,
& More!

15% BP, Cash, Check or Credit Cards
James Molnoskey Auctioneer 
TXL# 15091    512-557-3333

MARIO BERMEA 
TREE SERVICE 
Home-830-587-
6235 or Cell 512-
923-4650.  IN-
SURED. Over 30 
years experience. 
S p e c i a l i z i n g 
in: Residential, 
Ranch and Riv-
erfront Tree Trim-
ming & Removal. 

YARD MAINTE-
NANCE. SERV-
ING Gonzales 
area since 1987. 
Call Dennis 
Droupy, 830-672-
2000.

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer 
Service. Dump 
trailer & flatbed 
trailer for hire. 
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing & 
Firewood for sale.  
Lot cleaning. Tree 
trimming. 830-
832-6985.

3BR/2BA HOME. 
LARGE walk-in 
master closet, 
bonus room, 
and butler pan-
try. Rural setting 
on one acre ap-
proximately five 
miles from Gon-
zales. $1,750.00 
per month with 
$1,750.00 depos-
it. Rent includes 
water and septic. 
For information or 
to tour property 
call Frank Thom-
as,  (830)-857-
4769 or Beverly 
Thomas, (830) 
857-6454.

DQ Field
Office

Now Hiring
HVAC Tech

$22 to $28 per hr
Cuero Warehouse

600 W. Main
Cuero, TX  77954
Email resume to:                           

cuerowarehouse@gmail.com
Or call: 361-210-5007

PLEASE CALL 
OR message 
830-445-9451 if 
you’re needing a 
personal caregiv-
er/housekeeper. 
Detailed oriented 
and very depend-
able. Available in 
and around the 
Gonzales area.

Visit us online at
GonzalesInquirer.com
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950
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950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
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950
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950
PUBLIC NOTICES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

March 9 Puzzle Answers
Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1627

       S T E M
       H O P E
       A R I S
       H O G S
       A P R   C H I P A N D
       N E A L  H O M E C O U R T
         P E   U S E R  G A R
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  A V A L U E   D A L E   E L I T E
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     T H I C K A S  T I P Y O U R
      E L  E T A   S E R U M
          S L I C K E S T
           T U L I P
            S O N
            E N D
            D E L       

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

Advertising Sales
Representative

The Gonzales Inquirer is seeking a motivated individual to assist 
with advertising sales across our print, digital and social media 
platforms.
We are an award-winning weekly community newspaper in 
Gonzales County, where the fight for Texas Independence began. 
We are also one of the oldest continually published newspapers 
in the state with editions dating back to 1860. We publish daily 
online and have a weekly print newspaper as well as a variety of 
magazine and special promotional products.
While we are very proud of our newspaper’s history, not to
mention the history of our community - we ARE where the 
phrase, ‘Come & Take It’ originated - we are also proud of our 
future and want the right person to help us take our newspaper to 
the next level.
We are looking for the right person to sell advertising for us in 
a full-time position. We offer a competitive performance-based 
compensation plan, including base pay plus commissions
Successful candidates have good earning potential, plus we also 
offer top-notch benefits, including health insurance.
RESPONSIBILITIES
• Partner with businesses within our communities to help them
   with their advertising, marketing and branding needs
• Contact businesses via phone and email
• Provide excellent customer service
• Collaborate with fellow team members both in-person and
   virtually
• Process paperwork 
• Accomplish project and monthly sales goals
• Build and nurture relationships with customers and potential
   customers
QUALIFICATIONS
• Strong verbal, phone and written communication skills
• Reliable transportation
• Computer-literate
• Self-motivated, competitive attitude
• Experience with Microsoft Office software, in particular
   Outlook, Word and Excel
• Comfortable making phone calls to prospective customers
• Ability to thrive, multi-task and be flexible in a fast-paced,
   deadline-oriented environment
NICE TO HAVE
• Business to business sales experience — a plus, but can train the
   right candidate
• Use of various social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter,
   Instagram, etc.)
• Knowledgeable of Gonzales County and its communities
The Gonzales Inquirer is part of Fenice Community Media, a 
progressive group of Texas community newspapers that prefers 
to promote from within. If you’re ready for an exciting job where 
there’s always something new happening, please apply!

622 St. Paul St. • Gonzales, TX 78629
lew.cohn@gonzalesinquirer.com

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

Construction
Advertisement and Invitation for Bids

The City of Nixon will receive bids for CDBG-MIT Facility Improvements, GLO 
Contract No. 22-085-071-D330; Parts 3-6 until 10:00 AM on Friday, March 31, 2023 
at 100 West Third Street, Nixon, Texas 78140.  The bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud at 10:00 AM on Friday, March 31, 2023 at 302 E. Central Ave., Nixon, 
Texas 78140.  

Bids are invited for several items of work as follows:
1. Renovations to the 8th Avenue Wastewater Lift Station
2. Renovations to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Lift Station
3. Addition of a stationary generator at Water Well No. 6
4. Addition of a stationary generator at the Wastewater Treatment Plant
5. Addition of a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system to the
    Wastewater Treatment Plant

Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications
are on file at BEFCO Engineering, Inc., 485 N. Jefferson, La Grange, TX 78945
(979) 968-6474.

Copies of the Bid/Contract Documents may be obtained by depositing $100.00
with the Engineer for each set of documents obtained. The deposit will not be
refunded.  Electronic copies may be obtained at no charge by request at
office@befcoengineering.com. 

A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an acceptable surety shall 
be submitted with each bid.  A certified check or bank draft payable to the City of 
Nixon or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds (as par value) may be submitted in lieu 
of the Bid Bond.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined prevailing 
(Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as issued by the Department of Labor 
and contained in the contract documents, must be paid on this project. In addition, 
the successful bidder must ensure that employees and applicants for employment 
are not discriminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual identity, 
gender identity, or national origin.

The City of Nixon reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any
informalities in the bidding.  Bids may be held by City of Nixon for a period not to 
exceed 60 days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the 
bids and investigating the bidder’s qualifications prior to the contract award.

City of Nixon                                                                                                    03/10/2023    
Name of Grant Recipient Harold Rice, City Manager                   Date

All contractors/subcontractors must not be debarred, suspended or otherwise
excluded from or ineligible for participation  in the System for Award Management 
(SAM.gov).

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION FOR MUNICIPALITIES
AVISO DE ELECCIÓN GENERAL PARA MUNICIPOS

To the registered voters of the County of Gonzales, Texas:

(A los votantes registrados del Condado de Gonzales, Texas)

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., May 06, 
2023 for voting in a general election to elect: Three (3) City Council Seats.
(Notifiquese por la presente, que las sitios de votaciόn citadas abajo se abrirán desde las 7:00 a.m. hasta las 
7:00 p.m. el  Mayo, 06, 2023 para votar en la elecciόn general para elegir Tres (3) Posiciones de el Concilio de 
la Cuidad de Nixon)

On Election Day, voters must vote in the precinct where registered to vote, unless the countywide
polling place program is being used in the election.
(El Dia de Elecciόn, los votantes deberán votar en el precinto donde están inscritos para votar, a menos 
que el programa de sitios de votaciόn del condado se está utilizando en la elecciόn.)

Location of Election Day Polling Places   Precinct Number(s):
Include Name of Building and Address   (Número de precinto):   
(Sitios de votaciόn el Dia de Elecciόn)
(Incluir Nombre del Edificio y Direcciόn)

Aphne Pattillo Public Library    City of Nixon Residents
401 N. Nixon Ave      
Nixon, Tx. 78140

During early voting, a voter may vote at any of the locations listed below:
(Durante Votaciόn Adelantada, los votantes podrán votar en cualquiera de los sitios de votaciόn
nombradas abajo.)

Location of Main Early Voting Polling Places  Days and Hours of Operation
Include Name of Building and Address   Dias y Horas Hábiles
(Sitio principal de votaciόn adelantada)
(Incluir Nombre del Edificio y Direcciόn)       
Aphne Pattillo Public Library, 401 N. Nixon Ave  8AM-5PM. 
Nixon, TX 78140      

Locations for Branch Early Voting Polling Places  Days and Hours of Operation
Include Name of Building and Address   Dias y Horas Hábiles
(Sitios succursal de votaciόn adelantada)
(Inclur Nombre del Edificio y Direcciόn)

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán adelantada por correo deberán enviarse a:)

 Gwen Schaefer
 (Name of Early Voting Clerk)
 (Nombre del Secretario/a de la Votaciόn Adelantada)
 PO Box 1753
 (Address) (Direcciόn)
 Gonzales 78629
 (City) (Ciudad) (Zip Code) (Codigo Postal)
 830-519-4054
 Telephone Number (Número de teléfono)
 ea@co.gonzales.tx.us
 Email Address (Direcciόn de Correo Electrόnico)
 https://www.co.gonzales.tx.us/gonzales.Elections/Admin
 Early Voting Clerk’s Website (Sitio web del Secretario/a de Votaciόn Adelantada)

Applications for Ballots by Mail (ABBMs) must be received no later than the close of business on: 
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votarán adelantada por correo deberán recibirse no más tardar de las horas 
de negocio el:)
04/25/2023

Federal Post Card Applications (FPCAs) must be received no later than the close of business on:
(La Tarjeta Federal Postal de Solicitud deberán recibirse no más tardar de las horas de negocio el:)
04/25/2023

Issued this 7th day of March, 2023
(Emitida este dia 7 de Marzo, 2023)

_______________________________
Signature of Mayor (Firma del Alcalde)

INDIAN 
ARROWHEADS 

WANTED
Point Type: Clovis, Yuma, 

Firstview & Eden

Must be old, authentic & unbroken
Absolute

TOP DOLLAR
Paid

Up to 5 figures for one point.
I am a very serious high-end collector.

Call 979-218-3351

Crowdfunding Campaign: Classic Carriage Rentals Inc. 

“Testing the Waters” 
Wefunder.com/classic.carriage.rentals.inc 

Visit the website above 
for more information.

Giddings Tx, Between 
Austin and Houston

60+ ANGUS BULLS  
FOR SALE PRIVATE TREATY
Featuring sons of: GAR Home Town 
GAR Xceptional n GAR Sure Fire

We Deliver!  n  One Year Guarantee 
Genomic Enhanced EPDs  n  Docility  n  Calving Ease 

Sound Feet  n  Discounts for Multiple Head Purchase

Kelly Giles n Giles Angus Ranch
Canyon, TX 79015 n (806) 655-5800 n Kelly.Giles@YMail.com

SEE THE COMPLETE LISTING OF BULLS FOR SALE AT GILESANGUS.COM

ADVERTISE! 830-672-2861

SPONSORED BY: WILSON COUNTY NEWS • FLORESVILLE EDC

FOOD TRUCKS
PLANTS

DRAWINGS
Floresville Event Center
600 Hwy 97 W, Floresville

FREE EVENT • OVER 70 VENDORS

www.southtexashomeandgarden.com 

Sat., March 25
9 am-5 pm

TexSCAN Week of 
Mar. 12-18, 2023

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in 
Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher, 
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South 
Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties – whitetail, 
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde – whitetail, 
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720. 

East Texas Land Tracts. 47 acres for $259,900. 80 
acres for $379,900. 145 acres for $779,900. 152 acres 
for $809,900. 290 acres for $1,449,900. Timber AG 
Exempt/ W trees. Financing available/ No restrictions. 
Call David at 1-512-596-9662.

ARROWHEADS
INDIAN ARROWHEADS WANTED. Point Type: 
Clovis, Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic 
& unbroken. Absolute top dollar paid – up to 5 figures 
for one point. I am a very serious high-end collector.
Call 979-218-3351. 

Want to lease an area (small acreage) to find Indian 
arrowheads in the sand dunes of West Texas. I will 
pay up to five figures for the right property. Call 
979-218-3351.

AUCTION
BANKRUPTCY SALE, Fort Worth. 50,000± SF 
Data Center/Flex/Warehouse, 9100 NW U.S. HWY 
287. Bid deadline Mar. 23. Built 2018 w/ $6.7M in 
upgrades, expansive warehouse, 13.72± AC with 6.6± 
AC for expansion, 22 drive-in doors & 2 loading docks, 
heavy power (10 MW electric), modern 2-story office 
space, leased 5,000± SF storage warehouse. 855-755-
2300, HilcoRealEstate.com.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Crowdfunding Campaign: Classic Carriage 
Renta ls  Inc .  –  Test ing the  Waters .  Vis i t 
Wefunder.com/classic.carriage.rentals.inc for more 
information. Located in Giddings TX, between Austin 
and Houston.

CATTLE
60+ Angus Bulls For Sale Private Treaty. One Year 
Guarantee. We Deliver. Kelly Giles, Giles Angus 
Ranch, 806-655-5800.

EVENT
South Texas Home and Garden Show, Floresville, 
TX, Sat., March 25, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free Event. 
More than 70 vendors. Food trucks, plants, 
drawings. Floresville Event Center, 600 Hwy 97 W. 
www.southtexashomeandgarden.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.



SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
Fifty-eight graduates of 

Victoria College’s Fall 2022 
Vocational Nursing Program 
were honored with a Pinning 
Ceremony on Dec. 16 at VC’s 
Leo J. Welder Center for the 
Performing Arts.

Joy Johnson was named 
valedictorian of the Fall 2022 
class. Jessica Garcia was 
named salutatorian.

Other graduates included 
Asia Adams, Litzi Alcantar, 
Dora Almaguer, Reina Balboa, 
Summer Boothe, Christian 
Borel, Joann Bowie, Molli 
Broadway, Emily Burton, 
Daisy Cabrera, Vanessa Casso, 
Michelle Charleston, Wendo-
lyn Cheramie, Susanna DeL-
aGarza, Miryam DeLeon, Dor-
othy Escamilla, Olivia Fennig, 
Kiani Franco, Brienne Garcia, 
Crystal Garcia, Jessica Garcia, 
Denise Garza, Megan Garza, 
Marina Gates, Ashley Gonza-
les, Erin Heller, Luz Hernan-
dez, Alicia Huerta, Shaleika 
Jackson, Joy Johnson, Dawn 
Kemper, Cassie Lerma, Mayra 
Lopez, Zacquisha Malone, 
Dulcinea Martinez, Liliana 
Martinez Chavez, Esmeralda 
Mata, Citlalli Moreno, Ja-
son Nguyen, Bobby Nunez, 

Angel Perez, Elizabeth Perez, 
Zitali Ramos, Serenity Razo, 
Amanda Rodriguez, Paulette 
Rodriguez, Charley Rosales, 
Giovanna Rosas, Kaitlin 
Rosas, Angelette Siegel, Kristi 
Thompson, Nadia Tovar, 
Alexis Valderamos, Danielle 
Valle, Mallory Vara, Danielle 

Wade, Shayla Williams, and 
Mia Wilson.

Victoria College’s Voca-
tional Nursing Program is a 
12-month certificate program 
offered on VC’s Main Campus 
and in Gonzales and Halletts-
ville. The program is fully ap-
proved by the Texas Board of 

Nursing. Successful comple-
tion enables students to take 
the National Licensure Exam 
for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-
PN). Satisfactory achieve-
ment on the exam qualifies 
students for licensure as a 
vocational nurse.

VC also offers an Associ-

ate Degree Nursing Program, 
which allows students to 
gain a two-year Associate of 
Applied Science degree in 
nursing.

For more information on 
VC’s nursing programs, call 
(361) 573-3291 or visit Victori-
aCollege.edu/HealthCareers.

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

Stoney Herchek

361-293-1941
2345 Bootlegger Lane

Yoakum, Tx 77995

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

Jordan Equipment Co.
New & Used Equipment Sales & Rentals

830-672-8393 Offi ce
210-912-5744 Mobile

jordanequipmnet@gvec.net
www.jordanequipmentco.com

Paul J. Jordan
Owner

P.O. Box 1637
Gonzales, Texas 78629

“Specializing in skidsteers and skidsteer attachments”

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

BABY SONIA MARES
Marketing/Admissions Coordinator
admissions@theheightsgonzales.com

830.263.2239 cell
830.672.4530 phone

830.672.4543 fax

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

Brent Franques 
Ll#0027839 

Carpentry • Home Repair
Painting

Wolff Pro.
Family Owned & Operated

Since 1947

Box 481 • Gonzales, TX 78629
Office: 830-672-3089 • Cammy: 830-263-8210 • Mike: 512-656-0521

guadalupevalleyservices@gmail.com

TREE SERVICE
MARIO BERMEA

(Smiley Tx)

512-923-4650
Specializing in:

Residential
Ranch • Riverfront

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • INSURED

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

NOW
HIRING

830-672-5900
1835paintandbody@gmail.com 

David Ontiveros I Juan Reyes 
3765 Hwy 183 N. 

Gonzales, TX 78629 
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VC honors 58 Vocational Nursing Program 
graduates during pinning ceremony

CONTRIBUTED
Standing left to right at the Fall 2022 Pinning Ceremony for Victoria College’s Vocational Nursing Program are Darla Strother, VC’s Dean of Allied Health; Cindy 
Buchholz, Executive Vice President-Chief Academic Officer; Jessica Garcia, salutatorian; Joy Johnson, valedictorian; and Dr. Jennifer Kent, VC President.



622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

FOR ALL OUR BREAKING NEWS 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!!

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

County Road 348, Gonzales, TX. • 830.540.4516

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont United Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First United Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia United 
Methodist

CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley United Methodist
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Your ad could  
be here!

Call 830-672-2861 to advertise

Help Support This Page!!!!

If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,

please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861

sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

622 St. Paul Street
830-672-2861 

Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

Well hey there y’all, are 
we pumped up and ready to 
take on another week? I hope 
yours will be all rainbows and 
sunshine,b’cause just like the 
others before it, it’ll be gone 
before you know it. Being part 
Irish myself, I’d like to wish 
everyone a happy St. Patrick’s 
Day, whether your Irish or not.

This particular holiday often 
flies under the radar, not being 
understood for it’s true sig-
nificance. Celebrated on the 
17th of March every year, it is 
the anniversary of St. Patrick’s 
death in the 5th century. The 
Irish have been observing this 
religious holiday for over a 
thousand years. St. Patrick was 
born in Roman Britain, but 
was kidnapped and brought to 
Ireland when he was sixteen 
years old as a slave. After es-
caping, he eventually returned 
to Ireland and is credited for 
bringing Christianity to the 
Irish people, often referred to 
as their national apostle. It’s 
believed that he explained the 
concept of the Holy Trinity 
(Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) 
using three leaves of their 

native clover, the shamrock. 
It’s also believed that the first 
American St. Patrick’s day 
parade was held in what is 
now St. Augustine, Florida in 
1601. Originally organized 
by the Spanish colony’s Irish 
vicar Ricardo Artur, is still be-
ing celebrated today. So, get 
your Irish on, cause anyone 
that can bring Christianity to 
a nation definitely deserves a 
celebration in my book!

Of course, who can think 
of the Irish without thinking 
about Lucky Charms? Who 
ever thought about putting 
small marshmallows in cereal 
covered in sugar deserves a 
Pulitzer Prize. Giving young 
lads and lasses everywhere 
dreams of someday becoming 
full blown diabetics, while not 
healthy on a physical level, 
sure did the trick for our men-
tal and emotional well being. 

Oh yeah, magically delicious 
indeed! Like the leprechaun 
on the box, I’m still searching 
for that pot of gold at the end 
of the rainbow but ironi-
cally, when I finally got there, 
there was just a large basket 
of eggs. Fortunately, during 
my last visit to HEB, I noticed 
the price of eggs have finally 
started to come down. For a 
minute there, I thought they 
had a good shot at replacing 
gold as the international mon-
etary standard. Being as I’m 
monitoring my carbohydrate 
intake, and egg shortages have 
been mainly caused by an 
outbreak of the avian bird flu, 
it’s understandable that I’m 
praying for chicken health the 
world over.

Not only was Florida home 
to the first American St. 
Patrick’s day parade, but also 
home to the first Eric Estes 
day parade. Yeah, I held it for 
myself, and while no one else 
showed up for the festivities, a 
good time was had by all (me). 
I was kinda hoping it would 
take off and be recognized 
nationally, and while it seems 

to have stalled in overall en-
thusiasm... one can still hope. 
I fully realize that at times I 
may seem a half a bubble off 
plumb, but it’s not all my fault. 
Outstanding genetics, coupled 
with a high level of pesticide 
ingestion growing up accounts 
for most of the genius before 
you today. As a young boy 
growing up in southern Flori-
da, it was practically a nightly 
ritual that the neighborhood 
kids would come together to 
run several blocks behind the 
mosquito truck. Add to that 
being sprayed by crop dusters 

(which my dad flew for a short 
time before the chemicals 
started affecting him) every 
time we left the house; let’s 
just say that DDT (banned in 
1972) can be a boy’s worst en-
emy or best friend, cause I can 
still drop a mosquito at thirty 
paces and glow in the dark on 
a moonlit night. Yep, some-
where between my ignorance 
and stupidity, God’s been 
standing there watching over 
me, as I should’ve been dead 
hundreds of times over. All I 
can say is...thank you Lord!

Love you guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise
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Magically Delicious
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The Best
 in Custom

Window
 Treatments!

 •Blinds
 •Shades
 •Shutters
 •Drapes
 •& More!

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION!

Call your local
 Design Consultant Today!

830-401-9808

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

  1 
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller 

2
Dr Ryan

Dr Echols
 
 

3 
 

6
Austin MFM

7
Dr Echols

 

8
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr. Twitero
 

9
Dr Ryan

Dr Echols 
 

10 
Amy Trost

13 
Austin MFM 

Dr Malik
Dr Desai

14
Dr Echols 

Dr Quintero 
 

15
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller

16
Dr Ryan 

Dr Malik
Dr Echols

 

17 
Dr Bui

20 
Austin MFM

 

21
Dr Echols

 
 

22
Dr Quebedeaux

 

    23 
Dr Ryan 

Dr Kirchner 
Dr Echols 

24 
 

27
Austin MFM

 

28 
Dr Echols

 

29 
Dr Quebedeaux

Dr Miller

30 
Dr Ryan 

Dr Echols 
 

31

Gonzales Healthcare Systems Specialty Physician 
Outpatient Clinicmarch    2023 

Urology
Robert Ryan, III, M.D.
(830) 379-8491

Ophthalmology
Joseph Kavanagh, M.D.
(830) 379-3937

Orthopedics
Trent Twitero, M.D.
(830) 625-0009

Podiatry
Terri Quebedeaux, 
D.P.M., P.A.
(830) 303-0005
Charles White, D.P.M
(830) 303-0005

Austin Maternal Fetal 
Medicine
(512) 821-2540

LOCATED AT THRIVE:

Orthopedics                       Surgery                              Cardiology                          Dermatology                            
Gloria Box, M.D.                   Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS                 William Craig, M.D.                   Dr. Desai                  
(830) 672 - 8497                    (830) 672 – 8497                                         (830) 672 – 3845                        (713) 864-2659

Audiology
Amy Trost, Hearing 
Specialist
(830) 372-2237

Chiropractic
Jeff Echols, DC
(512)799-6811

Dermatology
Vicente Quintero, M.D.
(830) 626-5551
Dr Desai 
(713) 864-2659

Nephrology
Azhar M. Malik, M.D.
(361)-576-0011
George Osuchukwu, MD
(361)576-0011
Yong Du, MD
(361)576-0011

Obstetrics
Alyson Kirchner, M.D.-
OBGYN
(830) 379 - 1500

Pain Management
Eric Miller, M.D.
(830) 272-7746

PRACTICE OF GARY GAGE, O.D. CLOSING
Thanks to all the loyal patients who have chosen
me for their eye care over the last 43 years. I had
planned to hand over the practice to a worthy
successor, but after several years of effort could
not find one. We’re closing March 31st. Records
will be available for transfer with a signed
written request sent to PO Box 1598, Gonzales,
Texas 78629.

Logan Insurance Agency
HOME • AUTO • FARM • COMMERCIAL • BONDS

Travis Tresner
516 St Paul
Gonzales, TX
(830) 672-6518
Fax: (830) 672-6368

OBITUARY

Helen Amelia Schnitz 
of Nixon, Texas was called 
to her eternal home on 
March 7, 2023 at the age 
of 85 years. Helen was 
born on January 24, 1938 
in Gonzales, Texas to 
Leslie Mills and Gladys 
(Sessions) Mills. Helen 
married her sweetheart, 
Wendell Herman Schnitz, 
Sr. on January 28, 1953 in 
Gonzales. 

Helen is preceded in 
death by her parents; 
brothers, Leslie Mills, Jr., 
and Jackie Holmes Mills; 
sisters, Gladys Adelle 
Lawrence, Ruby Hare, 
and Dottie Ivey; and step-
grandson, Johnathon 

Robert Henk.
Left to cherish her 

memory are her hus-
band, Wendell H. Schnitz, 
Sr.; sons, Charles Allen 
Schnitz Sr. (Jennifer), 

and Wendell Herman 
Schnitz, Jr. (Laura);  
grandchildren, Charles 
Schnitz Jr. (Delane), Jacob 
Kyle Sanders (Amanda), 
Richard “Rickey” Allen 
Schnitz (fiancée, Megan), 
Travis Anthony Schnitz 
(Valorie), and Derek 
Austin Schnitz; step-
granddaughters, Sara 
Elizabeth Nino, Bridget 
Vandervort, and Mary 
Aguillon; 15 great-grand-
children; 2 great-great-
grandchildren; sisters, 
Audrey West, Darleen 
Tabor, Joyce Duell, and 
Marlin Haygood.

A visitation will be 
held on Friday, March 

10, 2023, 5:00pm-8:00pm 
at Finch Funeral Chapel 
in Nixon, Texas. Funeral 
Services will be held on 
Saturday, March 11, 2023, 
10:00am, at Finch Funeral 
Chapel. A burial will fol-
low at Nixon Cemetery. 
The Reverend Michael 
Cowey will be officiant of 
the services. 

If desired, donations 
may be made to the 
American Cancer Society 
at www.cancer.org. You 
are welcome to sign the 
online guestbook at www.
finchfuneralchapels.com. 
Services in care of Finch 
Funeral Chapels, Nixon, 
Texas.

Helen Amelia Schnitz

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The Woman’s Study Club met 

at 4 p.m. Wednesday, March 8 at 
the home of Pattie Nance. Fifteen 
members were present. During a 
short business meeting, the group 
voted to donate $200 to the Robert 
Brothers Memorial Library.

Plans for a luncheon and tour of 
the courthouse in April were final-
ized. A change in meeting place for 

May was also discussed.
Following the business meeting, 

Martha Jo Whitt gave a book report 
on the novel West with Giraffes 
by Texas author Lynda Rutledge. 
The book is based on a true event 
when a pair of giraffes were 
purchased by the San Diego Zoo 
in 1938 when giraffes were rare in 
United States zoos and circuses.

The pair survived a 52-day voy-
age from Kenya and the worst hur-

ricane to strike the East Coast until 
2012. Then the fun and adventure 
of transporting them from New 
York City to San Diego begins. The 
fictionalized adventures make for 
an interesting read and the setting 
teaches the reader about the era of 
the Great Depression, Dust Bowl, 
and saber-rattling by Hitler.

After the report, the meeting ad-
journed and the hostess provided 
the group with refreshments.

Woman’s Study Club makes donation to library

BY ELIZABETH 
BRELSFORD BENNETT
Special to the Inquirer

The Auxiliary of Gon-
zales Memorial Hospital 
met Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 2 
p.m. at Thrive. President-
Betty Neubauer called 
the meeting to order. 
First Vice President Sylvia 
Mercer was in charge of 
the program. 

Freda Smith from the 
Texan Nursing Home 
gave a summary of the 
services available and the 
activities offered. The In-
terim CEO of the Hospital 
spoke of the upcoming 
changes at the Hospital 
making all patient rooms 
private and expanding 
Orthopedic Surgery. 
Holly Danz presented 
the Dueling Piano Gala 
information to be held 
April 28, 2023.

Minutes were read and 
the Treasurer’s report 
given.

Second Vice President 
Irene Oakes reported: 
December Volunteer 
hours, 111; January Vol-
unteer hours 115; Febru-
ary Volunteer hours 130. 
Irene Oakes and Zilpha 
Dolezal each received 
100 hour bars.

Scholarship chair, Betty 
Fink, submitted LVN 
Izaguirre’s name for a 
scholarship recipient to 
Galen School of Nursing. 
She will receive her RN in 
September. There is one 

other applicant as well.
Scrapbook Chair Kay 

Konecky has the book in 
order and will bring it to 
the Gift Shop.

Special Projects Chair 
suggested we give a 
donation to the Hospital. 
Holly will make up a list 
of items the Aux. might 
wish to donate.

The members were 
told the Hall Closet was 
cleaned and the Chapel 
Closet was also cleaned 
with new shelving added. 
All the Auxiliary belong-
ings are now housed in 
one place: “The Chapel 
Closet.”

April 28 at 7 p.m. at 
GG’s Steak House is the 
date for the Gala. Mrs. 
Fink made a motion 
to “buy” a table for 8 
for $3,000. Irene Oakes 
seconded the motion. 
Dress for evening will be 
cocktail attire. Colors are 
black, gold and cream. 
Those wishing to attend 
are Sylvia, Zilpha, Betty 
Fink, Linda, Irene, Jo Ann 
and Betty N.

Linda McGill asked to 
change her work morn-
ing to Tuesday. Betty Fink 
will work on Wednesday 
morning. Thank you 
ladies.

Barbara K. made mo-
tion to adjourn. Passed. 
Next meeting will be 
March 28, it will be our 
Salad Luncheon. Some 
door prizes were won by 
Irene, Sylvia and Jo Ann.

Gonzales Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary 
holds meeting

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

A call to action provided instant 
results by Republican Women 
of Yoakum Area (RWOYA). In 
its March 5 newsletter, RWOYA 
Caring for America Chair Cheryl 

Wilson asked for various personal 
hygiene and cleaning products for 
STCH Ministries (originally South 
Texas Children’s Home) to be 
brought to the March 8 monthly 
meeting. STCH Ministries is a 
faith-based, nonprofit organiza-

tion that has been caring for chil-
dren and families since 1952. 

It took only three days for 
members and associate members 
to gather an abundance of the 
requested items (shown below) 
for pick-up by STCH Ministries. 

CONTRIBUTED
Pictured from left are Diana Hawes, RWOYA President; Cheryl Wilson, RWOYA Caring for America Chair; and Cherry Bell, 
STCH representative.

Call to action produces immediate results

Gonzales County 
Sheriff ’s Office

03/05/23 – 03/11/23

03/05/23
• McCook, Courtney 

Ann Michelle, 09/1989, 
Waelder: Aggravated 
Assault Date/Family/
Household Member w/
Weapon; Released on 
$15,000 Bond

03/07/23
• Dunn, Jazmyne 

Atosha, 10/2003, San 
Marcos: Local Warrant – 
Theft from Person; 
Remains in Custody

03/10/23
• Gamez, Juan Manuel, 

05/1970, Raymondville: 
Local Warrant – Driving 
while Intoxicated 3rd or 
More; Remains in Custody

• Martinez, Dominic 
Angel, 03/2001, Gonzales: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Manufacture Deliver 
Controlled Substance PG 
1 >4G <200G; Released – 
Weekender

03/11/23
• Amaro, Adrian 

Martinez, 09/1993, 
Gonzales: Public 
Intoxication, Immigration 
Detainer; Picked up by ICE

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other agen-
cy arrest and process-
ing’s:

GCSO	 05
DPS		  00
GPD		  10
WPD		 02
NPD		  01
GISD		 00
SMO		  03
Constable 1	 00
Constable 3	 00
Constable 4	 00
DWCSO	 00
DEA		  00
TPW		  00
GCAI		 00
Rangers	 00
Other		 00
Total		 21

LAW ENFORCEMENT
WEEKLY REPORTS

Don’t MissDon’t Miss
a Beata Beat
Subscribe to the 
GONZALES
INQUIRER
Today!
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“WE’LL GET ’EM WITH THE BEST SHOT”
1119 Water St., Suite D • Gonzales, TX 78629
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Kris film: “Alice  
      Doesn’t Live ____   
      Anymore” (1974)
  5  gem found in TX
  6  “San Jacinto
      Battleground State
      Historic ____”
  7  state tech. college  
      system (abbr.)
  8  Mitchell County seat
17  TX Benson film:
      “___ to Billy Joe”
18  TXism: “he blazes
      _  ____  _____”
      (big man)
21  TX Janis sang “__
      and Bobby McGee”
22  chunk of dirt
23  some East TX areas
24  Iraqi dictator 
      Hussein who was  
      caught in 2003
29  this was to be
      channel 19 in
      Nacogdoches
30  TXism: “his axles
      ____ hot” (active)
31  Commemorative 
      Air Force Texas
      founder, Nolen (init.)
32  TXism: “he couldn’t
      drive _  ____  ____ 
      _ snow bank”       
      (incompetent)
34  snakes or scarves
35  TX Jimmy Dean’s 
      “Big ___ John”
36  plow pullers
37  TX Tommy Lee 
      Jones film: “Eyes of
      Laura ____” (1978)
38  “Cinco de  ____” is
      celebrated in Texas

  1  Houston group for 
      1992 Republican
      convention (2 wds.)
  2  a story in TX Eva
      Longoria’s “Despe-
      rate Housewives”
  3  Texas snake sound

39  TXism: “lost every-
      thing ___  ___  
      ____ under my  
      fingernails” (broke)
41  this Sophia was in
      “Houseboat” with
      TX Martha Hyer
42  TXism: “let sleeping
      dogs ___”
43  Abilene’s Dyess
      Air Force ____
44  removed an apple skin

45  filmed in
      Galveston:
      “Capricorn ___”
46  “___ Houston”  
      was sunk in WWII  
47  “mister” in Mexico
48  Alamo book:
      “________
      Days to Glory”
50  this Frances was in
      “War Games” with
      TX Dabney
51  hair products
52  Texas Blue Bell
      ___ cream
53  noted TX sculptor
      Elisabet

  4  “the echo” in 
      Mexico (2 wds.)
  9  this TX English sang
      for Lawrence Welk
10  soldier no-no (abbr.)
11  “I ___ It My Way”
12  TX Janis died of
      this (abbr.)
13  jai alai wickers
14  TXism: “if __  ___
      any better the sheriff  
      wouldn’t allow it”
15  Luby’s transport
16  sweet tater
19  TX Byron’s “How _ 
      ______ the Game”
20  “L” of TX LBJ
22  TXism: “_____  
      ___ no cigar”

24 “Alamo City” letters
25  fire or red insect
26  natl. patriot org.
27  in Texas: “Sierra
      ______ Mountains”
28  ______ School in
      Dallas
29  Houston AM 
30  TXism: “____ of”
      (kinda)

33  TXism: “likely 
      as ___”
34  TXism: “nekkid”
35  more “nekkid”
37  TX rancher Chuck
      Norris 1984 film:
       “______  __ Action”
38  brainless
40  short, quick race
41  former Speaker of 
      Texas House, Pete
44  skins an orange
47  Joan of “Gunpoint”
      with TX Audie
49  TX Beasley, an
      NFL defensive back

P-1628

2322

29

34

37

30 31

33

21

38

35

40 41

44

32

47

39

46

9

43

45

49

Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Get some great ideas for your 
garden and home at the 16th 
annual South Texas Home and 
Garden Show on Saturday, March 
25, in Floresville.

This free family-friendly event 
celebrates the benefits of garden-
ing, while showcasing local farm-
ers and artisans with more than 
80 vendor booths and displays. 

Classes and workshops 
featuring beekeeping, spring 
gardening, native prairies, 
and backyard poultry will be 
scheduled in two classroom areas 
outside the main showroom. 
There will be hourly drawings for 
seven stupendous door prizes, 
each valued at more than $100. 

A wide selection of bedding 
and other plants — including 
some from the Guadalupe 
County Master Gardeners — 
will be featured. Concessions 
by the Floresville Chamber of 
commerce and three food trucks 
will be available throughout the 
day.	

High-energy performances by 
Rusty Duncan’s Martial Arts are 

scheduled for 10:30 a.m. and 3 
p.m. on the stage in the show-
room. 

New this year are additional 
outdoor booths set up around 
the majestic oak tree and on the 
patio, with special demonstra-
tions by Hill Country Tractor and 
Bill’s Tractor. 

Children of all ages will enjoy 
the petting area with Black Barn 
Alpacas. This will make a great 
photo-op for parents!

The show is sponsored 
by the Wilson County News 
and Floresville Economic 
Development Corp., and they 
hope this year’s event will meet 
or exceed last year’s crowd of 
approximately 1,500 attendees! 

Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Floresville Event Center, 600 
S.H. 97 W. in Floresville. Admis-
sion and parking are free.

Visit South Texas Home 
and Garden Show’s Facebook 
page or https://www.
southtexashomeandgarden.
com for updates and times of 
workshops.

For more information, call 830-
216-4519.

South Texas Home and Garden 
Show set March 25 in Floresville

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Shiner Heritage Quilters Guild held a 
work session and meeting on March 7.

At the meeting, Annette Meyer explained 
the process of foundation piecing to make 
accurately pieced quilt blocks. She showed 
examples and gave a paper-pieced pattern to 
each member.

Debbie Novasad announced that the 2024 
“Spring into Quilting” donation quilt will be 
quilted soon.  Members displayed their quilt 
blocks made with the “Block of the Month” 
patterns, took bags to decorate for the sum-
mer Youth Quilting Class, and participated 
in Show and Tell.

Hostesses Annette Meyer, Nola Bohuslav, 
Sarah Collins, Carolyn Hilscher and Carol 
Daniel distributed door prizes.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 4 
at the Shiner Methodist Church Fellowship 
Hall. For information email info@shiner-
heritagequilters.org or log on to shinerher-
itagequilters.org.

Shiner Heritage Quilters Janet Zabransky, Nola Bo-
huslav and Janet Ferguson are busy sorting fabric 
to use in making  donation quilts for area nursing 

homes and Norma’s House. The work session was 
held prior to the guild meeting on March 7.

COURTESY/GENE CERNY

Shiner Heritage Quilters hold work session, meeting

SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER 

Victoria College’s Spring 
2023 John W. Stormont 
Lecture Series continues at 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, March 
23 with “Chasing Billy The 
Kid” presented by Kurt 
House at the Museum of 
the Coastal Bend.

Kurt House is a historian, 
Western collector, director 
of the Wild West History As-
sociation, and noted author 
of several books on West-
ern America. His recently 
published book, Chasing 
Billy the Kid, focuses on 
the chase and capture of 
Billy the Kid in 1880. A book 
signing will immediately 
follow the lecture.

Community members 
are invited to participate 
in a Ranching Artifact 
Roundup with Mr. House 
beginning at 3 p.m. March 
23. Mr. House will meet 
one-on-one with local 
collectors to identify items 
used in livestock manage-
ment and everyday life on 
the ranch, for potential 
inclusion in the museum’s 
upcoming exhibit, Where 

Texas Ranching Began. 
Space is limited. Roundup 
participants are encour-
aged to register in advance 
by contacting Heather Para 
at (361) 572-6468.

The lecture and artifact 
roundup are free and open 
to the public. This presen-
tation is made possible 
in part with funding from 
the Anne Kouba Memorial 
Fund at MCB.

The Museum of the 
Coastal Bend is located 

on Victoria College’s Main 
Campus at 2200 E. Red 
River Street in Victoria. The 
museum is open Tuesdays 
through Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is 
“pay-what-you-want.”

For more information on 
the Museum of the Coastal 
Bend and its upcom-
ing events, visit Museu-
mOfTheCoastalBend.org, 
email Museum@Victoria-
College.edu or call (361) 
582-2511. 

CONTRIBUTED
Victoria College’s Spring 2023 John W. Stormont Lecture Series 
continues March 23 at 5:30 p.m. with “Chasing Billy The Kid” 
presented by Kurt House at the Museum of the Coastal Bend.

Museum features Western expert for 
lecture, ranching artifact round-up
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STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Lady Apaches FC 
varsity team added two more wins 
to their district record with road 
wins over the Fox Tech Lady Buffa-
loes and the YWLA Lady Cardinals. 

On Monday, March 6, the Lady 
Apaches FC beat Fox Tech, 1-0, 
improving to 5-1-2 on the season in 
district and clinching a playoff berth. 

Gonzales traveled to La Vernia for 
a big district match against the first-
place Lady Bears, but ultimately lost, 
3-0. See separate story on this page.

After the La Vernia game, the Lady 
Apaches FC traveled back to San 
Antonio for their third road game 
against YWLA.

Gonzales shut out the Lady Car-
dinals, 1-0, improved to 6-2-2 and 
securing the team’s third place spot 
in District 27-4A.

The Lady Apaches closed out their 
regular season at home Wednesday, 
March 15 at home against the San 
Memorial Minutewomen. 

For highlights of the San Antonio 
Memorial game, please go to Face-
book and follow the game thread.

Lady Apaches 
FC beat Fox 
Tech, YWLA 
to clinch third

Apaches FC ends season on 3-game losing streak
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches 
FC varsity soccer’s streak of 
making the playoffs came to 
an end Tuesday, March 14 in 
a 8-3 loss to the San Antonio 
Minutemen. 

The Apaches FC closed out 
their season on a three-game 
losing streak with losses to La 
Vernia and San Antonio Fox 
Tech as well. 

The Apaches cut the 
Minutemen’s lead to 3-2, but 
in the second half, San Antonio 
Memorial took control, scoring 
five straight unanswered goals.

Despite the loss, head coach 
Shea Seip was proud of the 
way his team performed this 
season. 

“I’m proud of the way they 
came back. You never want 
to lose three in a row, but we 
learned a lot of things and we’ll 
take that to next year,” Seip 
said. 

Seip added that a lot of things 
are going to happen in Gonza-
les that’ll help the team next 
season. That includes starting 
up club soccer. 

“They’re going to get maybe 
two weeks off, and they’re go-
ing to be back on the field, so 
we can compete with those San 
Antonio schools and keep up 
with the progress of what soc-
cer and what we need to do,” 
Seip said. 

Seip is looking forward for 
next year’s teams, especially 
the young players he’ll have. 

“I’ve got a lot of guys 
returning. We’re a young team. 
And we are going to play with 
a lot more confidence and a lot 
of things that happened this 
year aren’t going to happen 
next year,” Seip said. 

The Gonzales Apaches FC 
closed out their season with 10-
12-3 record and 2-6-2 district 
record. 

The Apaches FC will return in 
winter 2023.

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches FC were 
handed their second defeat in district 
this season in a 3-0 loss to the La Ver-
nia Lady Bulldogs Friday, March 10 on 
the road. 

The last time the Lady Apaches FC 
lost a game was in the district opener 
against San Antonio JFK.

The Lady Apaches held La Vernia 
to one goal entering the 20th minute 
of the second half, but the Lady Bears 
took control of the rest of the match 
and scored the next two goals. 

Lady Apaches FC head soccer coach 
Shantael Trimm was proud of her 
team’s defensive performance for the 
first sixty minutes of the game. 

“What we were telling the girls is just 
to go out there with the same intensity 
they went in the first half with, if not 
more, be super aggressive and body up 
on the ball,” Trimm said.

“La Vernia is always a tough oppo-
nent for us; it always been that way, 
but we shut them down the first meet-
ing and they got lucky on this one,” 
Trimm added. 

La Vernia snapped the Lady Apaches 
FC’s win and tie streaks, but Trimm 
knows this loss is not going to stop her 

team. 
“Our girls are great at bouncing back. 

We have had ups and downs through-
out the season. Our early tournaments 
were really rough. We were up against 
schools that were in higher districts 
in us. And we didn’t let that stop us,” 
Trimm said.

“We went into our district games 
super confident and on a roll and we 
had that one loss against Kennedy. 
We came back and we beat them our 
second round, which gave La Vernia 
their first place spot. So even with that, 

we did some good work this season so 
far,” Trimm concluded. 

Gonzales secures third place in the 
district despite the loss to La Vernia 
and is projected to play Pleasanton in 
the first round of the 4A UIL Women’s 
Soccer playoffs.

The Lady Apaches FC played 
Pleasanton in the Wimberly 
Tournament early in the season 
and beat them, and Trimm said her 
players are confident entering the 
matchup about repeating the same 
performance.

Bulldogs 
shut out Lady 
Apaches FC

VANDY VAN EPPS
Senior Maria Vasquez (2) moves the ball down the field against the La Vernia Lady Bears 
Friday, March 10 in La Vernia. 

Gonzales’ Gavin Lekgega (2) fights for control of the ball in the air against the La Vernia Bears Friday, March 10 on the 
road. 

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Apaches FC’s Alan Orduna (3) takes control of the ball on the sideline against 
the San Antonio Fox Tech Buffaloes on the road Wednesday, March 8. 

Gonzales’ Clemente Govea (16) battles with a Fox Tech player for control of the ball in their second district match in 
San Antonio Wednesday, March 8.

Apaches FC’s Youahi Huerta (5) moves the ball to San Antonio Memorial’s 
side of the field in the regular season finale at home Tuesday, March 14.
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Apaches finish 
strong in Bastrop 
tournament
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches 
varsity baseball closed 
out the Bastrop tourna-
ment with a 4-1 record 
Saturday, March 11.

The Apaches kicked 
off the tournament with 
a bang, getting wins 
against the Cedar Creek 
Eagles, 9-3, and the 
Killeen Chaparrals, 16-3.

Pitchers Nathan Cas-
tillo and Kason Tieken 
recorded wins and Jar-
ren Johnson recorded a 
gram slam.

On the second day, 
the Apaches went 1-1, 

beating Killeen, 10-9, 
and losing to Bastrop, 
7-6.

The Apaches capped 
off the final day of the 
tournament with a 
come-from-behind 
win over Pflugerville; 
Mason Navejar’s shot 
lined between first and 
second with the bases 
loaded helped secure 
the 7-5 win.

Gonzales will travel 
to San Antonio Friday, 
March 17 to take on the 
Cole Cougars for the 
final non-district game 
before the home district 
opener against the Na-
varro Panthers.Errors hurt Mustangs in Poth loss

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 
varsity baseball team hosted 
the Poth Pirates in one of two of 
their last non-district matches 
Tuesday, March 14.

The Mustangs fell to the Pirates, 
8-0, after struggling with errors in 
the bottom of the second, giving 
Poth a 5-0 lead.

Nixon-Smiley head baseball 
coach Jordan VanAuken told his 
team after the loss that all teams 
are going to make errors.

VanAuken understands that 
really good teams will not make 
many errors, but 90 percent of the 
other teams will make errors.

“We kind of let it snowball in 
the second inning where we had 
an error and then another error. 
They’re a good baseball team 
[Poth], so now they’re going to 
capitalize on those errors, kind of 
like we’ve been doing previously. 
But, I mean, give credit to them, 
after we made those errors, they 
hit the ball hard,” VanAuken said.

The Mustangs snapped a hitless 
streak in the bottom of the fourth 
with freshman Julian Amaya got 
on base from a single and an er-
ror by Poth.

Poth struck out 11 Mustangs 
batters in seven innings and 

VanAuken knew entering the 
game his team had to hit the ball 
hard against a really good pitcher.

“Our thought process through-
out the whole game, really even 
in the last inning, was the same 
thing. It was just hit the ball 
hard and make him make plays. 
If we’re gonna go down, we’re 
gonna go down with him making 
plays,” VanAuken said.

Nixon-Smiley will host 
Greenwood Christian Thursday, 
March 16 for its final non-
district game of season before 

the district opener on the road 
against Randolph Tuesday, 
March 21.

“They’re going to be able to hit 
the baseball, and they’re going 
to make plays. So we’re playing 
teams that are playoff caliber 
team, in hopes that when we 
play Randolph on the following 
Tuesday it’s not shocking that 
we’re in battles,” VanAuken said. 
“I want to win battles they’re 
going to be good, but we’re pretty 
good baseball team when we’re 
doing things right.”

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Nixon-Smiley pitcher Tyler Barillet (5) throws a pitch against the Poth Pirates Tuesday, March 14. 

Mustangs freshman third baseman Julian Amaya (9) focuses on defense with a 
Poth runner on third base Tuesday, March 14. 

Lady Mustangs 
win two, lose two 
in tournament
at San Marcos
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley 
Lady Mustangs varsity 
softball team traveled to 
San Marcos Thursday, 
March 9 through Satur-
day, March 11.

The Lady Mustangs 
faced tough competi-
tion in the tournament, 
facing five teams; four 
4A schools and one 6A 
school.

Nixon-Smiley beat 
San Marcos, a 6A school, 
2-1, and Lindale, a 4A 
school, 4-1, to secure 
two wins in the San Mar-

cos tournament.
The Lady Mustangs 

fell to Lufkin Hudson, 
9-5; Antonia Prep, 11-9; 
and Houston Christian, 
5-4; and finished the 
tournament with a 2-3 
record.

Nixon-Smiley will 
wrap up non-district 
play against the Navarro 
Lady Panthers Friday, 
March 17 on the road in 
Seguin.

District play kicks off 
for the Lady Mustangs 
on the road against the 
Randolph Lady Ro-
Hawks Tuesday, March 
21.

Lady Apaches clip Lady Eagles’ wings in five-inning victory
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches varsity 
softball team earned a 12-2 victory over 
the Luling Lady Eagles in five innings 
Monday, March 13 on the road.

The Lady Apaches batters took control 
of the game in the top of the third, with 
Luling walking seven of nine batters, 
earning four RBIs, two singles and a 
double, taking a 11-1 lead over Luling.

“It took us a little while to make some 
adjustments but finally they got disci-
pline at the plate. And when we started 
doing the little things right, good things 
start to happen,” head softball coach 
Michelle Uribe said.

Uribe was proud of how the offense 
took flight against Luling and took ad-
vantage when seven batters were walked.

“I know that it’s really hard to take a 
walk because everybody gets in there 
and wants to hit so for them to be 
disciplined enough to watch the ball 
and only swing it good pitches. I’m 
really proud of them for making that 
adjustment because I think we were 
swinging at some not so great pitches 
early on,” Uribe said.

The Lady Apaches’ pitching and field-
ers did their job holding Luling, allow-
ing three hits, two runs and recording a 
double play in the bottom of the fourth.

 “I think the highlight was probably 
that beautiful double play that they 
turn. So we’ve been telling them they 
cut down on the errors, good things are 
gonna happen. And today was a perfect 
example of that.” Uribe said.

The Lady Apaches will have one more 
non-district game against the Steele 
Knights Thursday, March 16 before kick-
ing off district against La Vernia on the 
road Tuesday, March 21.

Uribe is excited to square off against 
her former team and played well against 
them in the scrimmage they had early in 
the season.

“They’re gonna put the ball in play. 
They’re gonna make us make some 
adjustments on the fly. And we’re getting 
so much better at that, that I’m really 
excited about the progress and that kind 
of improvement that we’ve made,” Uribe 
said.

 PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS
 The Gonzales Lady Apaches varsity softball team line up for the playing of the national anthem Monday, March 13, in Luling.

Lady Apaches sophomore pitcher Sarah Padilla pitches in the fifth inning against the 
Luling Lady Eagles. 

Gonzales junior outfielder Kelly Breitschopf at bat for 
the Lady Apaches against Luling Monday, March 14.
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CONTRIBUTED
Faith Lester and Coy LaBuhn with Gonzales Shooting Team coach Benny Conn after they won their respective 
divisions and $10,000 scholarships at the San Antonio Livestock Show and Rodeo Junior Shoot-Out.

Gonzales Shooting Team hits 
target at San Antonio shoot-out
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Gonzales Shooting Team 
made their presence known 
once again at the San Antonio 
Stock Show and Rodeo Junior 
Shootout held in February.

Many team members shot 
their personal best and the 

following members made it to 
the sporting clays finals: Faith 
Lester, Corben Wolff, Brayden 
Davis, Dalton Pape, Cooper 
LaBuhn, and Coy LaBuhn. 
Faith Lester also made it to 
Female’s FFA trap finals.

Overall, not one, but two, 
Apaches earned division 
champion titles and each 

coveted a $10,000 SALE Schol-
arships at the San Antonio 
Livestock Show and Rodeo 
Junior Shoot-Out.

Faith Lester earned Cham-
pion FFA Female in the Trap 
Division, and Coy LaBuhn 
earned Champion FFA Male in 
the Sporting Clays Division.

Apaches 
finish strong; 
Barr headed  
to state meet
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches 
Powerlifting Team com-
peted in the regional meet 
at West Hardin High School 
Thursday, March 9.

The Apaches finished 
strong with three of their lift-
ers finishing in the top five 
and one clinching a spot in 
the state powerlifting meet.

Jessiah Barr punched his 
state ticket with a second 
place finish with 1,340 total 
pounds in the 148 pound 
class.

Landon Holub finished 
fifth with 1,460 total pounds 
in the 275-pound class and 
Omar Borjon finished fourth 
in the 308-pound class with 
1,350 pounds.

Barr will travel to Taylor 
County to compete in the 
State Powerlifting Meet 
March 24 at the Expo Center.

REGIONAL RESULTS:
• Jessiah Barr: 148 class, second place, 1340 
total pounds (State Bound)
• Kaden Deleon: 165 class, 1165 total pounds
• Layne Thiele: 220 class, 1390 total pounds
• Joshua Esparza: 220 class, 885 total 
pounds (bombed out)
• Landon Holub: 275 class, fifth place, total 
1460 pounds
• Omar Borjon: 308 class, fourth place, 
1350 total pounds
• Gustavo Rodriguez: SHW class, 1160 total 
pounds

POWERLIFTING

Mustangs 
finish third 
in regionals, 
send three 
to state meet
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Mus-
tangs powerlifting team fin-
ished strong at the regional 
meet at West Hardin High 
School and will send three 
lifters to the state meet in 
Abilene Friday, March 24. 

“As the head coach for 
the second year in a row, I 
cannot commend our lifters 
enough on the amount of 
personal and athletic growth 
they have had. We grew 
in the number of lifters at 
regionals, the number of 
medals we brought home 
and how many boys are 
going to the state meet. It 
is a privilege to coach such 
hard-working students. I am 
looking forward to the state 
meet and I hope we are able 
to set personal records and 
bring more hardware back 
to Nixon,” Nixon-Smiley 
head powerlifting coach 
Paul Kirby said. 

Cesar Vazquez finished first 
place in the 114 weight class 
with 795 total pounds; and 
Oscar Acosta and Kevin Za-
vala finished second in their 
respective weight classes. 

Vasquez, Acosta and 
Zavala earned a spot in the 
state meet in Abilene. 

REGIONAL RESULTS:
114 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
• Cesar Vazquez, Regional Champion, with 
a total of 795 (PR; +30) *state qualifier
• Andrew Meza-Vazquez, 4th Place with a 
total of 770 lbs (PR; +70)

123 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
• Aiden Flores, 6th Place with a total of 
825 lbs
• Eduardo Betancourt, 10th Place with a 
total of 635 lbs

132 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
• Tyler Barrientez, 3rd Place with a total of 
1060 lbs
• Jose Olvera, 8th Place with a total of 
900 lbs

148 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
• Oscar Acosta, 2nd Place with a total of 
1250 lbs *state qualifier

181 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
• Jesus Espino, 5th Place with a total of 
1295 lbs (PR; +30)
• Omar Morales Navarro, 6th Place with a 
total of 1260 lbs

275 LBS WEIGHT CLASS
• Kevin Zavala, 2nd Place with a total of 
1495 lbs (PR; +70)

BASTROP - MARCH 
9TH

8th Grade - 2nd Place
2400m: 1st Jordyn 

Gonzales, 6th Eileen 
Castillo

4x100m: 2nd (Alaina 
Valle, Gabby Torres, Ta-
caria Sylvester, Kaylen 
Gonzales)

800m: 1st Jordyn 
Gonzales

100m: 2nd Kaylen 
Gonzales

4x200m: 4th (Mylea 
Pena, Kea’Anna White, 
Kendal Mcdow, Dixie 
Lester)

400m: 6th Mylea 
Pena

300m Hurdles: 2nd 
Alaina Valle, 5th Tac-
aria Sylvester

200m: 2nd Kaylen 
Gonzales, 5th Gabby 
Torres

1600m: 1st Jordyn 
Gonzales

4x400m: 4th (Sama-
rah Olmedo, Alaina 
Valle, Mylea Pena, 
Jazzlyn)

Long Jump: 4th 
Kaylen Gonzales, 5th 
Alaina Valle, 6th Gabby 
Torres

Triple Jump: 1st 
Alaina Valle

High Jump: Tie for 
2nd Gabby Torres & 
Kaylen Gonzales

Shot Put: 1st Kei-
ryah Greathouse, 2nd 
Kea’Anna White, 3rd 
Ahyanah Browne

Discus: 1st Kea’Anna 
White, 4th Keiryah 
Greenhouse, 5th Ahya-
nah Browne

BASTROP - MARCH 
9TH

7th Grade - 1st Place
2400m: 2nd Sophia 

Castro, 3rd Mardenis 
Suarez

4x100m: 1st (Viviana 
Barrientos, Carsyn Car-
rizales, Lainey Witzko-
ske, Jonalyn Hunt)

800m: 3rd Jazlynn 
Steemer, 4th Gabby 
Cobler,

100m Hurdles: 6th 
Parker Petras

100m: 1st Jonalyn 
Hunt, 4th Joslyn Hay-
wood

4x200m: 1st Place 
(Joslyn Haywood, Jayla 
Dixon, Mariah Ramos, 
Brianna Canales)

400m: 1st Jazlynn 
Steemer, 6th Melanie 
Soto

300m Hurdles: 1st 
Carsyn Carrizales, 3rd 
Viviana Barrientos, 6th 
Gabby Cobler

200m: 2nd Lainey 
Witzkoske

1600m: 1st Sophia 
Castro, 2nd Mardenis 
Suarez

4x400m: 2nd 
(Carsyn Carrizales, 
Gabby Cobler, Jazlynn 
Steemer, Viviana Bar-
rientos)

Long Jump: 2nd 
Jonalyn Hunt, 5th 
Lainey Witzkoske

Shot Put: 6th Bailey 
Nichols

Discus: 2nd Mari-
lynn Ramirez

GONZALES JR. 
HIGH TRACK

GIRLS RESULTS

CARDINALS SIGN FOR COLLEGE

 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Shiner St. Paul Cardinal Fisher Davis is heading to college as he signs with the Texas A&M- Kingsville Javelinas to 
play baseball. Left to right: Tristin Davis, Jennifer Davis, Fisher Davis, Garrick Davis and Kathleen Howard.

Zavala signs with Roadrunners’ powerlifting
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

Nixon-Smiley’s Kevin Za-
vala is taking his powerlifting 
talents to the Alamo City.

Zavala, a member of the 
Mustangs’ powerlifting team, 
signed to continue powerlift-
ing with the UTSA Roadrun-
ners Tuesday, March 10.

Zavala joined the Mus-
tangs’ powerlifting team in 
his junior year and said he 
wasn’t as strong as the other, 
so he joined them.

“I decided to get into lift-
ing in the mornings with my 
coach. And Coach [Paul] Kir-
by is the one that brought me 
into powerlifting, and without 
Coach Kirby, I wouldn’t be in 
this sport today,” Zavala said.

When picking a school, 

there were colleges at the 
powerlifting meets. At all of 
the meets Zavala went to, 
UTSA was there as well, he 
said.

“So I looked at it and I 
looked into information, 
because also they’re really a 
good school. So I decided to 
take my talents to the UTSA 
powerlifting organization,” 
Zavala said.

Zavala is looking forward 
to competing in the college 
ranks at UTSA. He said the 
school has a great powerlift-
ing program, coaches and 
have won nationals a few 
times, he said.

Powerlifting is different 
from many of the other sports 
Zavala has competed in. He 
said there is more passion, 
courage, more attention to it 

because there’s something to 
work hard for.

“It’s something that you put 
in the work for and there is 
more emotion to it. When you 
see people squatting 600, 700 
pounds, the reaction is price-
less,” Zavala said.

Zavala is looking forward 
to being close to home with 
UTSA and Nixon only an hour 
from each other and he’ll be 
looking forward to the experi-
ence at college.

“I’m more looking for the 
experience. I’m staying with 
two baseball teammates over 
there in the dorms. And the 
fact that I’m closer to home 
means I can come home 
more often see my family,” 
Zavala said.

Zavala will major in psy-
chology at UTSA.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Senior Kevin Zavala (right) celebrates 
with his powerlifting coach Paul Kirby 
(left) as he signs to join the UTSA 
Roadrunners powerlifting team. 



/GonzalesInquirer 17									                         	 GONZALESINQUIRER.COM   • THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2023

GUNS  •  AMMO  •  KNIVES  •  BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE  •  LOOK

Adults - $10   •   Minors 12-18 - $5
Children Under 12 Free
For info, 713-724-8881

Persons Under 18 Must Be Accompanied By Parent
Covid-19 protocols in effect for your safety.

THE REAL TEXAS

Where people still have a choice to 
legally buy, sell & trade firearms.

GONZALES, TX
J.B. Wells Expo Building

2301 Co. Rd. 197
MARCH 18TH & 19TH

Sat 9am-5pm  •  Sun 10am-4pm

Aubry Sanders Jr. • Promoter

therealtexasgunshow.com

FOR INFO 713-724-8881

don’t have very many of 
them, but there are just a 
few places where they do 
use a little bit of county 
right of way.”

Boatright confirmed to 
County Judge Pat Davis 
that the charge is similar 
for the permit as it is a 
$1,000 permit fee per 90 
days for up to a mile of 
county right of way, plus 
$500 for each additional 
mile or portion of a mile. 
However, if a company 
fails to get a permit and 
installs any portion of a 
proposed temporary wa-
terline on county right of 
way without an approved 
permit, they will be 
charged $6,000 plus $500 
for each additional mile 
or portion of a mile.

A six-month permit 
would cost $2,000 plus 
$1,000 per additional 
mile, while a nine-month 
permit would be $3,000 
plus $1,500 per additional 

mile and a year-long 
permit would be $4,000 
plus $2,000 per additional 
mile. However, while a 
90-day temporary permit 
can be renewed repeat-
edly by just paying an 
additional $1,000 plus 
$500 per mile, a long-
term permit cannot be 
renewed; a new applica-
tion would be necessary 
at the end of the effective 
permit date.

“Dollarwise, it’s the 
same, it’s just two differ-
ent permits where it saves 
paperwork,” Boatright 
said.

Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Donnie Brzozows-
ki said he had concerns 
about how the permits 
were going to be en-
forced.

“The only thing I hate 
about long-term water 
line permits is we might 
go back where we used 
to be and they’ll send us 

some money, but at least 
when we had a shorter 
term, they were having 
to come in and renew it,” 
Brzozowski said. “Who 
is going to go and check 
on those? I don’t want 
to go back to where we 
were, when we’ve got 
these water lines running 
down the side of the road 
and about half the time 
they are out in the road. 
They’re driving the stakes 
and we’ve got safety 
issues with the school 
buses running down 
the road. Who’s going 
to check on these, plus 
we’ve got to mow these 
right of ways and keep 
them clean.”

County Permitting Of-
ficer Jimmy Harless said 
he understood that, as a 
condition of the permit, 
the permittee had to help 
maintain the right of way, 
though often some of the 
permittees fail to behave 

as expected.
“I think that y’all and 

your employees drive 
your county roads way 
more than I do,” Harless 
said. “I mean, if I happen 
to be there on a permit, 
or on a complaint, that’s 
different. I don’t mind if 
there’s a concern for you 
to call me and I’ll go out 
and look at it. I’ve done it 
for Commissioner Brzo-
zowski a couple of times.”

Harless noted, how-
ever, he lacks enforce-
ment power to make the 
company maintain the 
right of way or be good 
neighbors, but Davis said 
the permit can always 
be brought back before 
the court, at which time 
it can be discussed and 
possibly revoked “if they 
are not handling their 
obligation.”

Brzozowski asked what 
would happen if he told 
a company he was not 
willing to issue a permit 
for longer than 90 days at 
a time.

“It’s up to each com-
missioner and at his total 
discretion within his pre-

cinct of what he allows. 
You can allow whatever 
you want them to do or 
not do,” Boatright replied. 
“It’s up to you what you 
allow on your county 
roads.

“It still leaves you the 
same discretion; we’ll do 
a short term or long term; 
it’s not making you do 
anything you don’t want 
to have to do.”

In other action, Sheriff 
Keith Schmidt asked 
commissioners to ap-
prove a resolution to ap-
ply for a $55,000 grant for 
overtime pay as part of 
the Local Border Security 
Program Grant for Fiscal 
Year 2024. GCSO depu-
ties take part in coordi-
nated border security 
operations in an effort to 
deter and interdict crimi-
nal activity.

The department is part 
of the Coastal Bend Joint 
Operations and Intel-
ligence Centers (JOIC) 
Region, which includes 
Aransas County, Bee 
County, Calhoun County, 
Dewitt County, Fayette 
County, Goliad County, 

Gonzales County, Gua-
dalupe County, Jack-
son County, Jim Wells 
County, Karnes County, 
Kleberg County, Lavaca 
County, Live Oak County, 
Matagorda County, Mc-
Mullen County, Nueces 
County, Refugio County, 
San Patricio County, Vic-
toria County and Whar-
ton County.

During public com-
ments, County Attor-
ney Paul Watkins told 
commissioners he had a 
second assistant attorney 
resign from his office and 
“I’m sad to tell you it’s 
money that’s the prob-
lem.”

“We’ve had one ap-
plication at the salary 
we have now. We can-
not continue to function 
effectively two attorneys 
short,” Watkins said. 
“We’ve tried another 
method. We’re going to 
some of the schools and 
just trying to recruit them 
straight out of school. If 
we don’t have any luck, 
I’ll probably be coming 
back to you to talk about 
some money.”

PERMITS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The community will have 
an opportunity to learn 
more about Victoria Col-
lege’s May 6 bond election at 
Bond Informational Sessions 
scheduled for March 23 and 
April 18.

 The first session will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 23 at the Leo J. Welder 
Center for the Performing 
Arts located at 214 N. Main 
Street.

 The second session will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 18 at the Student 
Center on VC’s Main Campus 
located 2200 E. Red River 
Street.

 At a special meeting on 
Feb. 13, VC’s Board of Trust-
ees unanimously voted in 
support of the $10 million 
bond election for construc-
tion of a Student Success 
Center. The estimated cost is 
$36.5 million for a three-story 
expansion and renovation 
of the current facility and re-
lated infrastructure enhance-
ments.

VC has committed $26.6 
million – or nearly three-
fourths of the total project 

cost – in grants, gifts, and in-
stitutional funds. VC’s Board 
of Trustees is asking voters 
to consider the $10 bond is-
sue to fund 27 percent of the 
project.

The proposed bond would 
result in a tax rate increase of 
0.21 cents per $100 of valua-
tion for three years, bringing 
the property tax rate to 3.41 
cents for the debt service por-
tion used to pay bonds. The 
tax rate would then decrease 
0.58 cents to 2.62 cents in 
2027 due to voter-approved 
bond debt that will be paid 
off. For a homeowner with 
residential property valued at 
$100,000, this would translate 
to an increase of $2.10 per 
year for three years and then 
a decrease of $5.80 in 2027.

The bond election will be 
held Saturday, May 6. Early 
voting will begin on April 24 
and run through May 2. The 
last day to register to vote in 
the election is April 6. For in-
formation on how to register 
to vote, visit VoteTexas.gov.

For more information on 
the bond election, visit Vic-
toriaCollege.edu/Bond23 or 
email Bond23@VictoriaCol-
lege.edu.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Prompted by events in Vic-
toria last year, Senator Kolk-
horst (R-Brenham) presented 
Senate Bill 458 in the Senate 
Health and Human Services 
Committee. As Chair of the 
committee, Kolkhorst said she 
filed the legislation in response 
to what began as a local issue, 
but could have far-reaching 
implications across the state of 
Texas.

Last year, a for-profit col-
lege announced plans to start 
a nursing program in Victoria, 
which many feared would 
ultimately reduce the clinical 
training spaces for the local 
nursing students at Victoria 
College, which has a branch in 
Gonzales, and at University of 
Houston-Victoria.

Prompted by the agreement 
between the school and a 
national hospital system, SB 
458 was written to protect the 
nursing clinical training spaces 
of students attending state 
colleges and universities from 
being replaced entirely by for-
profit institutions.

The senator said the leg-
islation aims to ensure that 
college and university students 
still have access to the train-
ing necessary to achieve their 
dreams.

 During the hearing, Kolk-
horst shared with the Com-
mittee the impact agreements 
such as these could have on 
Victoria College and other 
students. She also spoke to the 
involvement of local officials 
and community members to 
question the for-profit institu-
tion’s plans and explained how 
the Texas Board of Nursing 
currently has no true regula-

tory oversight over these 
programs.

“Senate Bill 458 will allow 
the Board of Nursing to gain 
information about clinical 
training spaces in a commu-
nity before approving a new 
nursing program,” Kolkhorst 
told the committee. “At the 
heart of this bill are all of our 
state colleges and universities 
and our students who attend 
those schools.” Kolkhorst also 
shared with the committee 
the significant difference in 
tuition costs between for-profit 
schools and Texas’s public 
colleges and universities. The 
for-profit that intended to open 
in Victoria has a tuition cost of 
about $47,000; whereas, Victo-
ria College offers to education 
the same student for about 
$12,500.

Victoria College President 
Dr. Jennifer Kent traveled to 
Austin to testify before the 
committee on SB 458.

“I was pleased to be given 
the opportunity to speak today 
before the Senate Health & 
Human Services Committee 
on behalf of Victoria College 
and the Texas Association of 
Community Colleges in sup-

port of Senate Bill 458,” said 
Dr. Jennifer Kent, who is also a 
Legislative Committee mem-
ber for the Texas Association of 
Community Colleges (TACC).

“The 48 institutional mem-
bers of TACC unanimously 
voted to make protection of 
clinical spots for our commu-
nity college nursing programs 
a legislative priority. We ap-
preciate Senator Kolkhorst 
carrying this bill, and we look 
forward to seeing legislation 
passed to ensure our graduates 
can remain and work here in 
Texas, in their local communi-
ties.”

Senator Kolkhorst made 
clear to the committee that the 
bill does not prohibit or restrict 
for-profit institutions from op-
erating in Texas. If a for-profit 
institution can demonstrate 
to the Texas Board of Nursing 
that their nursing program will 
not displace the clinical train-
ing spaces of a local public col-
lege or university, they could 
receive approval.

She said SB 458 will ensure 
Texas colleges and universi-
ties retain the clinical spaces 
needed to continue educat-
ing and training the nursing 
workforce.

“I am proud to file this leg-
islation to protect our nursing 
students at community col-
leges and public universities,” 
said Kolkhorst. “By keeping 
clinical spaces available for 
our state’s higher education 
programs, our future nursing 
students will be able to com-
plete their clinical education 
and enter the workforce. That 
means we will help to curb the 
staff shortages we are seeing 
today and keep nursing educa-
tion affordable.”

Kolkhorst’s SB 458 addressing nursing 
education gets committee hearing

Victoria College to hold 
informational sessions 
for 2023 bond election

“Senate Bill 458 will allow 
the Board of Nursing to 
gain information about 
clinical training spaces 
in a community before 
approving a new nursing 
program.”

—State Sen. Lois W. Kolkhorst
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Including photos, names of grand champions and
reserve grand champions from Gonzales, Nixon & Waelder

Don’t miss this opportunity to congratulate all of the
participants for their hard work at the 2023 Livestock Show.
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Previous Winners

when it was resurrected 
for two years before again 
being canceled in 2016.

Grammy-winning sing-
er and musician David 
Farias will headline the 
reincarnated festival on 
Friday, May 5 for Cinco 
de Mayo, with opening 
act Conjunto Cats, a band 
from Seguin who are 
playing this year’s Tejano 
Music Awards Fan Fair 
at Market Square in San 
Antonio.

Farias, an accordionist 
and vocalist known for 
his stints with La Tropa 
F and Los Texmaniacs, 
released his debut album 
with his band El Mae-
stro De La Acordeon on 
Freddie Records in 2021 
and is expected to drop 
another album sometime 
this year after suffering a 
health scare in 2022.

Conjunto Cats will 
replace Gonzales County 
native Max Castillo, 
who will not be able to 
perform with a band this 
year but will still provide 
sound for the festival that 
evening as DJ Max.

On Saturday, May 6, 
former professional bull 
rider turned country 
musician Jarrod Birming-
ham of Victoria will be 
the headliner with Fools 
of the Trade, a five-piece 
band from Seguin, open-
ing up for him. Birming-
ham, who has been com-
pared to Hank Williams 
Jr. and Waylon Jennings, 
has himself opened re-
cently for artists like Mark 
Chestnutt, Kevin Fowler, 
Cody Morrow and Tracy 
Lawrence. Lonnie Erskine 
of Nixon will DJ through-
out the day on Saturday 
as well, City Manager 
Harold Rice said.

Rice also said there 
will be a pageant held to 
crown a Mister and Miss 
Nixon as well as a Little 
Mister and Little Miss 
Nixon. His wife, Loyce 
Rice, is working to put the 
pageant together.

“We’re going to need 
workers. I don’t know 
how many people we had 
the very first meeting, but 
the second meeting, we 
didn’t have that many,” 
Rice said. “We haven’t 
gotten to the point where 
we’re asking for volun-
teers to work yet, but 
we’re going to need work-
ers for sure on the day of 
the festival.”

Some members of the 
audience asked how they 
could be a part of the 
committee or volunteer, 
telling Rice and the coun-
cil they need to publicize 
meeting dates and times 
so more people can be 
informed about what is 
going on with the festival. 
They were invited to take 
part in the next meeting 
that was scheduled for 
this week.

Rice said he has 
reached out to civic 
organizations and other 
communities about the 
possibility of holding a 
parade, but has had no 
response so far. He said 
he would like to see the 
city eventually hold a 
parade as well as have a 
professionally made float 
of its own “so our Mister 
and Miss Nixon can go to 
other cities and represent 

Nixon.”
Nixon Fire Chief Mark 

Mendez said his depart-
ment will not be running 
the beer booth, however, 
because the volunteer 
fire department is still 
working on straightening 
out its 501(c)(3) non-
profit status and they did 
not want to be involved 
in any drama that would 
distract from the festival.

Council members ap-
proved the closure of East 
Second Street from North 
Nixon to North Roosevelt 
on May 5-6 for the festi-
val. Rice said the area will 
be temporarily fenced 
off to provide space for 
bands to load and unload 
and as an area where the 
Feather Fest Cook-off 
could be held as well. 
Homeowners along that 
area who are impacted 
by the street closure will 
still be given ingress and 
egress as well as free tick-
ets to the event, Rice said.

The council went into 
executive session to 
discuss the mobile home 
ordinance 0-09-07, citing 
Section 555.071 of the 
Texas Government Code, 
the exception to the Texas 
Open Meetings Act which 
allows an executive 
session for consultation 
with attorney regarding 
contemplated or pending 
litigation, a settlement 
offer or administrative 
hearing).

After the executive 
session, however, the 
council took no action on 
making amendments to 
the ordinance, opting to 
keep it as it is for now.

Council members also 
used the executive ses-
sion to discuss the rules 
and regulations from 
both Gonzales and Wil-
son counties for on-site 
sewage facilities (septic 
systems) and infrastruc-
ture for property located 
outside the Nixon city 
limits, but subject to 
annexation by the city, 
as well as the possibility 
of the city using septic 
systems for sewage for 
half-acre and larger lots 
for a mobile home devel-
opment in Wilson County 
just outside Nixon city 
limits, citing Section 
555.086, deliberations 
regarding a municipally 
owned utility.

After executive session, 
the council agreed to 
adopt the Wilson County 
and Gonzales County 
rules and regulations for 
septic systems and to use 
that option to provide 
sewage to mobile homes 
that go into the mobile 
home development in 
Wilson County rather 
than installing wastewa-
ter lines, which would be 
much more costly to the 
city.

FEATHER FEST 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Conjunto Cats from Seguin are slated to perform at this 
year’s Feather Fest.

David Farias will headline the 
reincarnated festival on Friday, 
May 5 for Cinco de Mayo.

REMEMBERING THE RUNAWAY SCRAPE

LEW K. COHN
A candlelight vigil was held by Tour Gonzales 
to observe the victims of the Runaway Scrape 
and the Texians affected by the Battle of the 
Alamo. Mayor Steve Sucher and his wife, 
Linda Kay Sucher, lit a remembrance candle. 
The Young Texians from the Crystal Theatre 
performed “The Alamo has fallen!” while Marge 
Kacir of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
spoke about the women, families and widows 
of Gonzales. Thomas Enriquez spoke about 
the rescue of Mary Millsaps and Tejanos in 
the Runaway Scrape, while David Tucy spoke 
about African-Americans and the fight for the 
Alamo. There was a moment of silence, after 
which Josefina Jimenez read the Oracion 
de San Francisco (Prayer of Saint Francis) in 
Spanish, followed by Cynthia Green in English.
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