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As many as 30,000 to 40,000 motorcycle and camp-
ing enthusiasts will call the JB Wells Arena, Park and 
Expo in Gonzales home for six days this summer 
when the 48th National Bikers Roundup convenes on 
July 29 through Aug. 3, 2025.

National Bikers Roundup is the largest camping 
motorcycle rally held in the United States each year 
and is organized by several primarily African-Amer-
ican motorcycle clubs. There are strict rules that all 
attendees must follow: no weapons; no ATVs; no 
drones; no four-wheelers and no glass containers al-
lowed. More than 1,000 motorcycle clubs attend the 
event each year, and African-American women make 
up close to half of the participants.

Last year, the roundup was held in Springfield, 
Illinois, and included a special “Ride for Justice for 
Sonya Massey,” a 36-year-old African-American 
woman who was shot and killed in her home by Sean 
Grayson, a deputy with the Sangamon County Sher-
iff’s Office in Woodside Township, near Springfield.

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

Shiner Catholic School is seeking a new principal 
for the 2025-26 school year after Principal Neely 
Yackel announced she will be leaving at the end of 
this current term.

“I’m leaving at the end of the school year and going 
into educational consulting. After 17 years of lead-
ing SCS, it’s definitely bittersweet,” Yackel told the 
Inquirer.

Yackel was first named principal of Shiner Catholic 
School (St. Ludmila Elementary School and St. Paul 
High School) in May 2010 by Father Bob Knippen-
berg, who at the time was pastor of SS. Cyril and 

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The Gonzales ISD Education 

Foundation is hoping you will 
bet big on the bright futures of 
their students at the 2025 Neon 
Casino Night, which will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 22 at the JB 
Wells Expo Center, 1653 CR 197, 
Gonzales.

The Foundation’s goal is to 
exceed prior years’ annual 
campaigns, to raise more than 
$30,000 through this event. The 

MR. BERGER(S) 
GOES TO 

WASHINGTON
Editor’s Note: The following story was 

written by the late Terry Fitzwater and 
originally ran in the Inquirer in October 
2018. After the recent death of William 
Berger, who was a longtime DPS trooper and 
justice of the peace for Gonzales County, we 
thought it appropriate to run again in his 
memory.

William Berger sits in front of the Enola Gay, 
the bomber that dropped the first atomic 

bomb on Japan.
FILE PHOTOS STEPHANIE FITZWATER-ARDUINI/ 

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

A stranger stops to thank William 
Berger for his service in Vietnam.

BY TERRY FITZWATER
Gonzales Inquirer

It was a trip over 70 years in the mak-
ing.

Two weekends ago, World War 
II veteran William Berger and his 

Vietnam veteran son Bobby got to 
go to Washington DC to see the 
memorials and other monuments 
that they proudly served for. The 
trip was created and planned 
shortly after their stories appeared 
in past editions of the Gonzales 
Inquirer, and the newspaper 
and area citizens chipped in to 
help send the two veterans to 
Washington DC for the weekend. 

See WASHINGTON, page 14

National Bikers 
Roundup will bring 
thousands of cycle 
enthusiasts to JB Wells

Yackel leaving SCS 
at end of school 
year; search begins 
for new principal

See PRINCIPAL, page 14

See ROUNDUP, page 14

Tickets on sale for 
2025 Neon Casino 
Night fundraiser

See FUNDRAISER, page 13

BY LEW K. COHN
Inquirer Publisher

November sales tax receipts 
were down in 2024, meaning 
sales tax allocations for Gon-
zales County municipalities 
for January 2025 were down 
more than $12,900, a decrease 
of nearly 4.1 percent less than 
cities received last January, 
according to figures released 
by Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar’s office.

Hegar announced he has 
sent cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose 
districts $1.1 billion in local 
sales tax allocations for Janu-
ary, 0.3 percent more than in 
January 2024. These alloca-
tions are based on sales made 
in November by businesses 
that report tax monthly.

Combined sales tax 
allocations for the month 

Gonzales County Youth Show returns for 71st year
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Gonzales County Youth Show is 
back for a 71st year of providing oppor-
tunities to county youth to earn thou-
sands of dollars in scholarship money, 
in addition to valuable lessons about 
life and hard work since 1955.

The show will be held this year from 
Feb. 27 through March 1 at the JB Wells 
Expo Center, 2301 CR 197, Gonzales. It 
is sponsored by the Gonzales County 
Youth Show Association.

More than 140 exhibitors are expect-
ed to participate in one or more of the 
15 project areas that include multiple 

animal projects, a bake show, and an 
agricultural mechanics show. Students 
have spent anywhere from eight weeks 
to a full calendar year on these projects 
and are ready to showcase them to the 
community.

See SHOW, page 13

January sales tax allocations show 
declining November 2024 sales

See TAX, page 13

Ottine Mineral Springs 
announces restoration, 
rebirth of wellness retreat
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Ottine Mineral Springs announces the trans-
formation and redevelopment of the 40-acre site 
formerly known as Warm Springs. Inspired by the 
venue’s therapeutic origins, private investors are 
dedicated to renovating the space and developing 
amenities that will position Ottine Mineral Springs 
as a premier destination for wellness seekers. 

See OTTINE, page 13
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FINE DIAMONDS SINCE 1903

Birthdays
January 30th

Kelsie Bouler
Ron DuBose
Liz DuBose

Daniel Andrew Hernandez
Wendi Wilkerson Keller

January 31st
Scottie Beth Baker

Bryan Condel
Lauren Ekrut
Abel Garcia
Jack Gindler

Alfred (Bubba) Hermann
Terry Etheridge Tresner

February 1st
Darla Machacek

Elisa Molina

Bryan Pruett
Mikey Solis

Raymie Zella

February 2nd
Sylvia Schwausch

February 3rd
Elizabeth Rivera

February 4th
Jennifer Stewart

February 5th
Gary Combs
Tony Matias

Cynthia Mayberry
Gary Quinton

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 

www.storeyjewelers.com

Free Estimates! 
Senior/military discounts  •  Financing Available

830.336.3999
www.allensfoundation.com

Foundation Repair:
Concrete Slab and

Pier & Beam Repairs

Flatwork:
Driveway/Sidewalk/Porch/

Patio Installation
New Slab Construction

Gonzales WeatherGonzales Weather

RAINRAIN

February 3February 3
71º/54º

Plenty of sunshine
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 74

SUNNYSUNNY

January  30January  30
66º/42º

A thick cloud cover with periods
of rain and a thunderstorm

tapering to showers
68% chance of rain ● RealFeel 63

February 1February 1
64º/46º

Plenty of sun
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 66

February 5February 5
64º/42º

January 31January 31
64º/41º

Still cloudy
80% chance of rain ● RealFeel 60

February 2February 2
67°/46°

Plenty of sunshine
0% chance of rain ● RealFeel 68

February 4February 4
70º/50º

Plenty of sunshine
1% chance of rain ● RealFeel 68

SUNNYSUNNY

PARTLY SUNNYPARTLY SUNNY

Clouds to start,
then sunshine returns

25% chance of rain ● RealFeel 65

SUNNYSUNNY

SUNNYSUNNY

RAINRAIN

www.sagecapitalbank.comwww.sagecapitalbank.com

830-672-8585830-672-8585

Weather Weather 
Sponsored bySponsored by

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER
The Victoria College Academy 

of Lifelong Learning (ALL) is a 
member-driven organization for 
active adults, offering classes and 
social activities for continued 
intellectual and personal growth. 
Participants can:

• Participate in social activities
• Share a love of learning with 

people who will broaden your life
• Student under the guidance 

of members who represent a wide 
range of expertise & life experi-
ences

• Share your avocation or formal 
training as a ALL instructor

• Develop friendships with a 

diverse group of people
• Be part of a collective voice of 

active adults in the community. 
The annual membership fees 

for ALL-Gonzales are $50 and 
renew each September. Member-
ship entitles you to participate in 
any of the ALL-Gonzales activities 
offered during the fall and spring 
semesters at no additional charge, 
with the exception to a few activi-
ties that have a supply or travel fee. 
These are noted in the schedule.

For more information, contact 
Melissa Robinson in Gonzales:

Local: (830) 672-6251 
Toll Free: (877) 843-4369
Melissa.Robinson@

VictoriaCollege.edu

Victoria College allows members to 
give their ALL with lifelong learning

GONZALES-ALL
Fall & Spring Hours:
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m.

Summer Hours:
Monday-Thursday, 7:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Physical Location: 
Victoria College Gonzales 
Center
424 E. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Regional economic 
partners unite to 
host first regional 
job fair of 2025
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Seguin Economic Development Corporation, 
Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce, 
Cibolo Economic Development Corporation, and 
Schertz Economic Development Corporation, are 
proud to announce their collaborative effort in 
hosting the first Regional Job Fair of 2025.

This event is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 
Feb. 6, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Seguin Coliseum 
(950 S. Austin St., Seguin) and will feature more 
than 60 employers from the cities of Cibolo, New 
Braunfels, Schertz, and Seguin.

“We are proud to host the first regional job fair 
of 2025 in Seguin, Texas, a collaborative effort that 
highlights our region’s commitment to driving 
economic development and strengthening workforce 
opportunities. This event serves as a platform for 
connecting local talent with leading employers in our 
region. We look forward to seeing job seekers and 
businesses come together to build a stronger, more 
vibrant regional economy.” said Josh Schneuker, 
Executive Director of Economic Development, 
Seguin Economic Development Corporation.

“We’re excited to host this regional job fair, 
bringing together talented job seekers and dynamic 
employers to strengthen our local economy. This 
event is a testament to our commitment to fostering 
economic growth and creating opportunities for 
our communities.” said Isabella Ellis, Economic 
Development Specialist, City of Cibolo.

To ensure a positive first-impression, job seekers 
are encouraged to dress in business casual attire 
and arrive equipped with multiple copies of their 
updated resumes. Notably, many participating 
employers may conduct on-site interviews and 
extend employment offers during the event.

Job seekers can anticipate a wealth of 
opportunities encompassing entry-level, 
intermediate, and advanced positions across a 
diverse spectrum of industries. These industries 
span manufacturing, government, non-profit 
administration, technology, entertainment, public 
education, and beyond. The collective efforts of 
Seguin, New Braunfels, Cibolo, and Schertz cultivate 
an environment where job seekers and employers 
can effortlessly come together to network and find 
opportunities that meet their needs.

The Winter Regional Job Fair stands as a testament 
to the collaborative spirit driving economic progress 
in the region. For the latest updates and additional 
information, please visit the Regional Job Fair 
February 6th Info Page.

For more information, please follow the Seguin 
EDC, Cibolo EDC, New Braunfels Chamber, and/or 
Schertz EDC on social media.

Stella’s Refuge to hold open house Feb. 5
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

Stella’s Refuge will hold an 
open house celebration at their 
facility at 728 Saint James in 

Gonzales from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 5.

This is a Christian transitional 
home for women seeking a safe 
halfway house while recovering 

from alcohol, substance abuse 
addiction, sex trafficking or pros-
titution. Stella’s House provides a 
caring, supportive community in 
a tranquil environment.

Free tax filing service available on IRS.gov
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Internal Revenue 
Service announced that 
the IRS Free File Guided 
Tax Software is now 
available for taxpayers 
ahead of the official start 
of tax season later this 
month.

IRS Free File is now 
accepting individual 
tax returns. Millions of 
taxpayers nationwide 
can access free software 
tools offered by trusted 
IRS Free File partners by 
visiting IRS.gov.

Entering its 23rd filing 
season, IRS Free File is 
just one of many free 
options available to 
taxpayers for filing their 
tax returns, whether 
online or in person. This 
service is made possible 
through a public-private 
partnership between 
the IRS and Free File 
Inc. (formerly the Free 
File Alliance). As part 
of this partnership, tax 
preparation and filing 
software partners offer 
their online products 
to eligible taxpayers for 
free. To access these free 
tools, taxpayers must 
start from the IRS Free 
File page on IRS.gov.

This year, eight pri-
vate-sector partners will 
provide online guided 
tax software products 
for taxpayers with an 
Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) of $84,000 or less 
in 2024. Additionally, 
one partner will offer a 
product in Spanish.

Although the IRS of-
ficial tax filing season 
begins later this month, 
IRS Free File providers 
will allow taxpayers to 
prepare and file returns 
now and hold them until 
they can be electronically 
filed on that date. Many 
other software companies 
offer a similar option.

Taxpayers with an 
AGI above $84,000 can 
use the Free File Fillable 
Forms (FFFF) starting 
January 27. These elec-
tronic versions of IRS 
paper forms are ideal 
for individuals who are 
comfortable preparing 
their own taxes using 
IRS instructions and 
publications.

UNDERSTANDING 
IRS FREE FILE

Each IRS Free File 
trusted partner estab-
lishes its own eligibility 
criteria based on age, 
income, state residency 
and military status.

Taxpayers with an AGI 
of $84,000 or less in 2024 
can find an IRS Free File 
product; some provid-
ers include free state tax 
return preparation and 
filing. All partners offer 
active-duty military per-
sonnel with an AGI of 
$84,000 or less in 2024, 
free tax preparation and 
filing using IRS Free File.

USE IRS FREE FILE 
TO CLAIM VALUABLE 
TAX CREDITS IF 
ELIGIBLE

IRS Free File offers 
a simple, no-cost way 
for taxpayers to claim 
the full amount of tax 
benefits for which 
they’re eligible, includ-
ing the Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC), the 
Child Tax Credit and 
other valuable credits. 
The EITC is available 
to qualified taxpayers 
with earned income 
under $66,819. The EITC 
Assistant, available in 
English and seven other 
languages, can help 
taxpayers determine if 
they qualify.

The EITC is just one of 
several refundable tax 
credits related to family 
and dependent care that 
individuals without a 
filing requirement may 
still be eligible to claim. 
Refundable tax credits al-
low taxpayers to receive 
a refund even if they 
owe no tax, or refund-
able credits can reduce 
the amount of tax owed, 
potentially leading to a 
refund. For more details 
on the EITC and other 
tax credits, visit Earned 
Income Tax Credit.

HOW TO FIND THE 
RIGHT IRS FREE FILE 
PRODUCT

Taxpayers are respon-
sible for determining 
their eligibility for a 
free federal tax return 
from the list of trusted 
partners.

• Go to IRS.gov/
freefile,

• Click on Explore Free 
Guided Tax Software 
button. Then select the 
Find a Trusted Partner 
tool for help in finding 
the right product, or

• Use the Browse All 
Trusted Partners tool to 
review each offer,

• Select the desired 
product, and

• Follow the links to 
the trusted partner’s 
website to begin their 
tax return.

No computer? No 
problem. IRS Free File 
products support mobile 
phone access. Taxpay-
ers can do their taxes 
on their smart phone or 
tablet.

IRS FREE FILE 
PARTICIPANTS

 For 2025, the 

following trusted 
partners are 
participating in IRS Free 
File:

1.1040Now
2.Drake (1040.com)
3.ezTaxReturn.com
4.FileYourTaxes.com
5.On-Line Taxes
6.TaxAct
7.TaxHawk (FreeTax-

USA)
8.TaxSlayer
For 2025, ezTaxRe-

turn.com will provide an 
IRS Free File product in 
Spanish.

IRS Free File helps 
taxpayers save money 
and file their taxes 
quickly and easily. 

For more information 
or to get started on a tax 
return today, visit IRS 
Free File: Do your taxes 
for free.

GonzalesInquirer.com
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales
Proudly brought to you by: 

Fehner & Son Grain
830-672-3710

1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

February 1st - Rocking F Auctions
& Horse Sale

February 2nd – South Texas Tour
February 4th & 5th – Dayriders

The Heights of Gonzales
701 North Sarah DeWitt  Gonzales, Texas 78629

We currently have rooms available. Call me for a tour!
Roger Dyer (830) 672-4530

701 NORTH SARAH DEWITT  |  GONZALES, TX  |  78629
830.672.4530  |  THEHEIGHTSGONZALES.COM

At The Heights of Gonzales®, patients receive premier health
care from experienced professionals dedicated to maximizing
their independence in a homelike atmosphere.

Special Features Include:
■ Large Private & Semi-Private Rooms
■ Safe & Secure Specialty Memory Care Wing
■ Flat-screen Cable TVs & Phones (Available)
■ Private Family Dining Room
■ Salon On-Site
■ Wi-Fi Services
■ State-of-the-Art Rehabilitation Gym
■ Short-Term Rehab Area Offering Private Dining &
   Living Spaces
■ Outdoor Courtyards with Covered Patios
■ Interactive Sensory Gardens in Two Courtyards

Support Services Include:
■ Physician Services
■ PM&R
■ Dialysis Transportation
■ Advanced Wound Care Physician
■ Board Certified Geriatricians
■ Transitional / Social Services
■ Cardiology
■ Pulmonology
■ Registered Dietitian

Nixon Livestock Nixon Livestock 
Commission, Commission, IIncnc

SALE
Every Monday-10:30am

1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX
830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Gary ButlerGary Butler
830-857-4330830-857-4330

Rodney ButlerRodney Butler
361-645-5002361-645-5002

GonzalesGonzales
Livestock Market, Inc.

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.
David Shelton 
830-857-5394 

Mike Brzozowski 
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A • Gonzales • 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast • www.cattleusa.com

Tree Trimming,
Removal &

Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders 
Tree Service 
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for

your
safety 

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS
GONZALES LIVESTOCK
January 25, 2025
Cattle – 1023
Compared to our last sale: 
Number 1 choice calves and 
yearlings sold very active to 
5.00-8.00 higher. Less quality 
calves and yearlings sold very 
active. Packer cows and bulls 
sold 3.00-4.00 higher.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 400-520; 300-400 lbs., 325-
455; 400-500 lbs., 285-425; 500-
600 lbs., 265-375; 600-700 lbs., 
255-305; 700-800 lbs., 245-295.
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 lbs., 175-
215.
Stocker-feeder heifers: Medium 
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300 
lbs., 320-415; 300-400 lbs., 285-
410; 400-500 lbs., 285-385; 500-
600 lbs., 245-335; 600-700 lbs., 
285-295.
Packer Cows: Good lean utility 
and commercial, 118-126; 
Cutters, 131-142; Canners, 
75-90; High yielding fat cows, 

124-136.
Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, 
good heavy bulls, 140-156; Light 
weights and medium quality 
bulls, 126-139.
Stocker Cows: $900 to $2,000.
Pairs: $1,500 to $3,200.

NIXON LIVESTOCK
January 27, 2025
Cattle – 1001
Steers:
200-300 lbs - $381-500
300-400 lbs - $378-460
400-500 lbs - $339-425
500-600 lbs - $298-355
600-700 lbs - $269-320
700-800 lbs - $240-275
Heifers:
200-300 lbs - $317-490
300-400 lbs - $303-420
400-500 lbs - $271-430
500-600 lbs - $249-325
600-700 lbs - $232-268
700-800 lbs - $213-263
Slaughter Cows - $73-144
Slaughter Bulls - $97-163
Stocker Cows – $970-2010

Pairs:  $1775-2750

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK
COMMISSION CO., INC.
NO SALE DUE TO BAD 
WEATHER

SEGUIN CATTLE CO. 
January 15th
CLOSED JANUARY 22, 2025 
DUE TO WINTER WEATHER 
ADVISORIES. =

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET
January 24, 2025 
Number of Head: 784
There were 66 cows and 27 
bulls. With a limited number of 
cows, the market was strong, 
and bulls were $5-7 cwt higher. 
The calf market broke last 
week’s record average by 
$69.64 dollaring out at $1525.77 
per head with $12/cwt more on 
2 pounds less weight than last 
week. This market is absolutely 
unbelievable! 
Packer bulls:    133.00-173.00 

Packer cows:
Canners&Cutters  115.00-137.00 
Poor & Weak      65.00-120.00 
Palpated: 9 Bred  $1600- $2200 
Pairs:	  None this week 
Steer/Bull Calves: (AVG-HIGH) 
200-250 lbs 	 4 2 5 . 0 0 
250-299 lbs      423.00-465.00 
300-350 lbs      390.00-455.00 
350-400 lbs      395.00-455.00 
400-450 lbs      360.00-445.00 
450-500 lbs      342.00-405.00 
500-550 lbs      318.00-392.00 
550-600 lbs      299.00-316.00 
600-700 lbs      286.00-332.00 
700-800 lbs      260.00-2+9.00
Over 800 lbs         209.00-240.00 	
Heifer Calves:(AVG-HIGH) 
200-250 lbs     406.00-470.00
250-300 lbs      352.00-400.00 
300-350 lbs      359.00-385.00 
350-400 lbs      336.00-410.00 
400-450 lbs      325.00-400.00 
450-500 lbs      305.00-395.00 
500-550 lbs      279.00-320.00
550-600 lbs      271.00-318.00 
600-700 lbs      253.00-277.00 
Over 700 lbs      209.00-235.00

Q. What is the deal with the Cooper’s 
hawk in my neighborhood.  I saw what I 
thought was a roadrunner  hunting in the 
brush along my fence, but it turned out to 
be a Cooper’s hawk! It was near my bird 
feeder; would he be hunting birds on the 
ground?

A. Actually, it is not unusual for the Coo-
per’s hawks to hunt on the ground. In addi-
tion to birds, they also feed on lizards and 
even small rodents.  Other gardeners have 
reported that they were especially inclined to 
be looking for cold sluggish reptiles during 
the cold spell. 

Q. How did everyone’s cyclamen  and 
primula fare in the freezes?  I covered mine 
with one layer of N-sulate and they did fine. 
Even the “whopper begonias “ that were 
under the fiber  survived. Of course, the be-
gonias that were not covered got flattened 
along with the pentas.

A. Based on my plants and the reports I 
received from other gardeners, the results 
were pretty consistent with yours. Don’t be 
too quick to pull up your Whoppers. They will 
often regrow from the roots in mild freeze 
situations. 

Q. What can we replant in the vegetable 
garden? Most of our greens were frozen 
back. 

A. You have time to replant English peas 
and lettuce by seeds.  Some nurseries also 
have broccoli, spinach, onion, Swiss chard 
and collard transplants that will probably 
have time to make a crop.  Plant potatoes 
now. It is too early to plant tomatoes in the 
garden, but you can pot up transplants in a 
container and put them in the sun out of the 
wind until April 1. 

Q. It was amazing, the stocks survived 
the freeze and now after I watered them 
are just as attractive and fragrant as before. 
The snapdragons don’t look great though, 
should I toss them?

A. In addition to the stocks, it appears that 
the calendulas, alyssum and pansies fared 
well.  In most cases the snapdragons will re-
cover and rebloom in a few weeks. You have 
the choice to replace them or just be patient. 
Unfortunately, the sweet peas were frozen. 
The good news is that there is time to reseed 
them if you act fast. 

Garden
with CALVIN FINCH

Q&A

Coastal Prairie Conservancy announces 
deadline to apply for additional funding
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Coastal Prairie 
Conservancy is 
pleased to announce 
an upcoming interim 

funding deadline for an 
additional round of land 
management funding 
under both the Texas 
Coastal Prairie Initiative 
(TCPI) and the Texas 
Grasslands and Savannas 

Initiative (TGSI). This 
funding is available for 
private landowners/
producers who own 
natural or agricultural 
lands in eligible counties 
across Texas, including 
Austin, Brazoria, 
Calhoun, Chambers, 
Colorado, DeWitt, 
Fayette, Fort Bend, 
Galveston, Gonzales, 
Grimes, Harris, Jackson, 
Lavaca, Matagorda, 
Montgomery, Victoria, 
Waller, Washington, and 
Wharton counties.

Landowners/producers 
can apply for funding to 
support Habitat Manage-
ment Practices, including 
brush control, prescribed 
fire, cattle cross-fencing, 
and other beneficial 
practices that promote 
healthy ecosystems and 

improve wildlife habitat.
To begin the applica-

tion process, landown-
ers/producers should 
indicate their interest by 
emailing info@coastal-
prairieconservancy.org, 
and they will be con-
nected to a partner for 
pre-screening to deter-
mine eligibility by Febru-
ary 17, 2025. If eligible, 
applications will be due 
to the National Resources 
Conservation Service by 
February 29th.

For more details on 
the application process, 
including access to the 
Pre-screening Worksheet, 
please visit our website 
at prairiepartner.org 
or contact the Coastal 
Prairie Conservancy at 
info@coastalprairiecon-
servancy.org.

COASTAL PRAIRIE CONSERVANCY
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Relax. This is NOT going to be 
another one of those “promise 
pieces” about helpful

resolutions that might elevate life 
for me in 2025. I leave that to others.

In fact, were I to make a New Year’s 
resolution, it would be the determina-
tion to avoid making annual resolu-
tions in the future.

My aged Uncle Mort also sneers at 
the many absurdities committed by 
millions of people each year. Most 
resolutions are broken quickly, the 
majority before the arrival of January 
31….

“I’ll follow my usual protocol, com-
mitting to maintain an exercise regi-
men for yet another year,” he claimed.

Regrettably, I failed to change the 
subject, so he rambled on about 
muscle development in his fingers, 
wrist and arm. Unthinkingly, I then 
asked him why he’s limiting attention 
to a small part of his body.

“Glad you asked, Nephew,” he chor-
tled. “Merely lifting my cup of coffee 
every morning requires 14 muscles 
in these appendages. So, if I want to 
double my exercise, I have a second 
cup of coffee. Then, if there’s a cup 
left in the pot for the afternoon, I may 
even have three exercise sessions.”….

Good measure, pressed down, Mort 
and I are blessed by our occasional 
phone conversations, and we do have 
much in common.

For example, we both hope for the 
best in conversations with others, but 
often grow weary of hearing about 
what most folks are falsely promising. 
At this time of year, we yawn at boasts 
made by a few folks who reach the 
top of their resolution ladder and the 
wails of others stumbling in efforts to 
reach the second rung.

Ending his comments, Mort said 
he doesn’t want others to think that 
his exercise is limited to lifting coffee 
cups. “I never jog, but get full-body 
exercise serving as a pallbearer for my 
friends who jog.”….

A segue is welcome, so let’s change 
the subject. How about considering 
the ups and downs of the coaching 
carousel?

The most prominent these days 
is the search owner Jerry Jones has 
mounted to find the Cowboys’ tenth 
coach during his almost 40 years of 
ownership.

He’s likely to milk the media cow 
dry, and speculation is wild, ranging 
from the sublime to the ridiculous. 
My only observation is that fans who 
are most vocal about his insistence to 
remain general manager could just 
as well spend their time whistling 
toward the fiercest wind ever blown 
in from the north.….

Metroplex observations of fans 
from Ohio State University for the 
NCAA semi-final game against the 
University of Texas at AT&T Stadium 
included high marks for their friendly 
comportment.

Cynics, however, say that their 
friendliness came easy for them, 
since they seemed certain that they 
were going to take the measure of UT. 
(Though the Longhorns had a chance 
to tie or go ahead toward game’s end, 
even UT fans generally agree that the 
Buckeyes deserved to win.)

Laughing among themselves that 
schools, government offices and 
several other entities shut down dur-
ing what they considered mild winter 
weather, the Ohioans even offered to 
drive UT fans to and from the game. (I 
don’t know the stats about how many 
such offers were actually made, or 
how many accepted.)….

I do wish to make one observa-
tion to begin the new year, and that’s 
my appreciation for Texas Monthly, 
a magazine like none other. Featur-
ing great writing, it artfully combines 
current news topics with you’re-not-
going-to-believe-stories of both the 
unusual and unknown.

At this writing, I’ll deal with the 
latter, admitting that had I learned 
in time, I would have been sure to 
glance skyward at least once during 
the two recent weeks to see a new 
comet discovered in April of 2024. 
Called Comet ATLAS (C/2024 G3), 
it’ll surely miss my gaze when it next 
appears.

Texas Monthly claims that it is 
visible to the naked eye every 80,000 
years….

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president, 
continues to speak and write. The Idle 

American, begun in 2003, is one of the longest-
running syndicated columns. Contact: 817-

447-3872. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.
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BY BOB BURCHARD
Special to The Inquirer

It is interesting how history 
appears to be headed in one 
direction, and then is sent in 

another by a seemingly unimport-
ant event, or occurrence, of routine 
significance. Such is the case in the 
history of Texas, about three years 
after Green DeWitt’s Colony had 
been founded.

In 1828, the president of the 
Republic of Mexico commissioned a 
scientific and boundary expedition 
across Texas to accomplish the fol-
lowing purposes:

First: Observe the Indians, and the 
natural resources of the area;

Second: Determine the location of 
the boundary between Mexico and 
the United States along the Sabine 
River and the Red River; and

Third: Discover the number of 
Americans living in the area, and the 
attitude of these settlers relative to 
becoming citizens of the Republic of 
Mexico.

The leader of this scientific expe-
dition was Rafael Teran, General in 
the Mexican army.

His college training was in math-
ematics and engineering. The expe-
dition was well staffed - there was a 
mineralogist, a botanist, a zoologist, 
an artist, and a cartographer.

The expedition came through 
Gonzales in March of 1828. General 
Teran seemed to be more interested 
in the attitudes of the Texans than in 
his other responsibilities as expedi-
tion leader. While on the expedition, 
General Teran viewed the Texans as 
misplaced Americans, not citizens 
of Mexico. He noted they possessed 
strong attitudes on individual free-
dom, and did not respect the laws of 
the Republic of Mexico.

Upon his return to Mexico, Gener-
al Teran’s report recommended that 
strong measures be taken to stop the 
influence of the United States on the 
residents of Texas. This report was 
incorporated into the Law of April 
6, 1830, adopted by the Congress of 
the Republic of Mexico, which made 
it illegal for Americans to come to 
Texas. This law was the turning point 
in the relationship between Texas 
and Mexico. It introduced doubt 
and mistrust between the colonists 
and the Mexican government. For 
the first time, the colonists started to 
question the sincerity of the govern-
ment of the Republic of Mexico. This 
doubt and mistrust would continue 
to grow, and augmented by other 
events, would climax in the start of 
the Texas Revolution here in Gonza-
les on October 2, 1835.

An event as harmless as a scien-
tific expedition to study plans and 
minerals resulted in a harsh law 
that literally turned history around, 
and pushed the colonists toward 
revolution and independence from 
Mexico.

So, we might ask this question: If 
the scientific expedition into Texas 
in 1828 had been led by someone 
whose views of the colonists were 
not as rigid as those held by General 
Teran, would the Congress of the 
Republic of Mexico have passed the 
hated law of 1830?

And keep in mind, this was the 
law that separated fathers from their 
children, and husbands from their 
wives by prohibiting Americans 
from coming to Texas.

And, to speculate further, if 
General Teran’s recommendations 
had not become law, would all 
of Green DeWitt’s Colony, which 
includes Shiner, Hallettsville, 
Yoakum, Cuero, Seguin, Luling and 
Lockhart, be part of the Republic of 
Mexico today?

We may only ponder that, but 
isn’t it interesting how history turns 
on seemingly small and harmless 
events - a scientific expedition to 
study plants and minerals, and 
locate boundaries - ends up chang-
ing the history, and destiny, of two 
countries, the Republic of Mexico 
and the United States of America.

And that is part of our history, 
the history of Gonzales. Gonzales, 
Texas, is the birthplace of your Texas 
Freedom.



STAFF REPORT
It was another big meet day for Gon-

zales powerlifting this past Saturday at 
Geronimo Navarro. The Lady Apaches 
continued to lift strong as individu-
als and as a team, finishing as team 
runner-ups for the 2nd straight week 
while the Apaches brought some fresh 
faces for their first action of the season.

Madison Sampleton highlighted the 
day, winning her third gold medal of 
the season in the 220s, along with the 
best overall heavyweight lifter of the 
meet. Jazlin Juarez also stood at the top 
of her weight class, winning gold in the 
242 pound weight class. Additionally, 

SPORTS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 2025  •  GONZALESINQUIRER.COM 5

Gonzales 
Powerlifting 
teams compete 
in Navarro meet

CONTRIBUTED
Lady Apaches senior Madison Sampleton 
holds her best lifter plaque from the Navarro 
meet. 

BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches FC 
open up district on the road 
against the San Antonio JFK 
Rockets Friday, Jan. 24 at 
Edgewood ISD Stadium.

The Apaches and Rockets 
were in a back and forth 
game with both teams 
exchanging goals in the first 
half.

Gonzales shutdown the 
Rockets in the second half 
allowing them one goal on 

the Apaches.
The Apaches secure the, 

6-3, win over JFK and kicked 
off district with a 1-0 record.

Apaches head soccer 
coach Shea Seip was happy 
on how his team performed 
against the Rockets in the 
district opener.

“One game at a time, it 
feels great. but it’s not over 
all.” Seip said.

The Apaches are in much 
bigger soccer district this 

Apaches FC win 
district opener 
over Rockets

Lady Apaches FC roll past JFK in district opener
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches FC 
open up district on the road against 
the San Antonio JFK Lady Rockets 
Friday, Jan. 24.

The Lady Apaches defense shut out 
the Lady Rockets with a, 3-0, win and 
kicking off district with a 1-0 record.

Last season the Lady Apaches open 
up open up district play against JFK 
but ended in a 1-1 tie, and head soc-
cer coach Shantael Trimm was glad to 

have a different outcome this season.
“It makes me feel like our team is 

strong. They work together. It took 
us a minute to get some goals on the 
board, but in the end, we did it. We 

Lady Apaches clinch 
playoff berth in JFK win
BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches 
closed out their final home 
game Tuesday, Jan. 28 with a, 
47-38, win over the San Anto-

nio JFK Lady Rockets.
The Lady Apaches began 

the game at slow start trailing, 
7-2, against the Lady Rockets, 
but quickly turned everything 

Apaches roll 
past Minutemen
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches hosted the San An-
tonio Memorial Minutemen Friday, Jan. 24 to 
close out the first half of district play. 

The Apaches secured their second district 
win of the season in the, 67-39, win over Me-
morial. 

The Apaches can clinch a playoff berth for 
the first time since the 2021-22 basketball sea-
son with the following scenarios; if they beat 
Memorial or San Antonio JFK the Apaches are 
in the playoffs and if they season sweep both 
San Antonio schools, they’ll secure third place. 

The Apaches opened up the second half of 
district against the La Vernia Bears Tuesday, 
Jan. 28.

The Apaches will hit back on the road Fri-
day, Jan. 31 for a game against the Cuero Lady 
Gobblers. 

The Cuero game tips off at 7:30 p.m.

Lady Apaches FC 
shuts out Luling

See SOCCER, page 6

STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Lady Apaches FC hit the 

road Tuesday, Jan. 28 for a match against the 
Luling Lady Eagles.

The Lady Apaches shut out the Lady 
Eagles, 3-0, and improved to 2-0 in district 
play and it’s the first time they kicked off 
district 2-0.

Gonzales improved to 6-2-2 for the 
season and will hit the road Friday, Jan. 31 
for match against the La Vernia Lady Bears 
and will take on Memorial in San Antonio 
Tuesday, Feb. 4.

The Lady Apaches are looking for their 
first win against La Vernia in the programs 
history.

The La Vernia and Memorial games kick 
off at 5 p.m.

Apaches FC 
roll past Luling
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches FC traveled to 
Luling for their second district game of 
the season against Eagles Tuesday, Jan. 
28.

The Apaches beat Luling, 5-0, and it is 
the first time since 2020 that the Apaches 
kicked off district 2-0.

Gonzales will take on a familiar foe in 
the La Vernia Bears Friday, Jan. 31 on the 
road; the Apaches are looking to beat La 
Vernia for the first time since 2020.

The Apaches will hit hit road Tuesday, 
Feb. 4 for a match against the San Anto-
nio Memorial Minutemen.

The La Vernia game kicks off at 6:45 
p.m. and the Memorial game at 7 p.m.

Cuero season sweeps Lady Apaches on the road
STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Lady Apaches 
played their second to last road 
game against their rivals the Cuero 
Lady Gobblers Friday, Jan 24. 

The Lady Apaches were handed a 
season sweep by Cuero in a, 68-33, 
loss. 

Cuero shutdown the Lady Apach-

es’ offense keeping them to single 
digits in three out of four quarters. 

The Lady Apaches can clinch a 
playoff spot with two scenarios; if 
the Gonzales beats either San An-
tonio JFK or San Antonio Memorial 
and they can secure third place with 
a season sweep of both San Antonio 
schools. 

The Lady Apaches hosted the JFK 

Lady Rockets Tuesday, Jan. 28 for 
the final home game of the 2024-25 
season. 

The Lady Apaches will hit the 
road Tuesday, Feb 4, for their final 
regularly scheduled season against 
the San Antonio Memorial Minute-
women. 

The Memorial game tips off at 
6:30 p.m. 

See BASKETBALL, page 6

STAFF REPORT
The Gonzales Apaches traveled to 

La Vernia for the start of the second 
half of district play against the Bears 
Tuesday, Jan. 28.

The Apaches fell to La Vernia, 60-46, 
and were handed the season sweep 
from La Vernia.

The Apaches playoff chances are 
good heading into the second half of 
district; Gonzales needs to beat either 
San Antonio Memorial or San Antonio 
JFK to secure a playoff berth; and to 
secure third place overall the Apaches 
will need to season sweep both San 
Antonio schools.

The Apaches hit the road to Cuero 
for their final meet against the Gob-
blers Friday, Jan. 31.

The Cuero game tips off at 7:30 p.m.

La Vernia season 
sweeps Apaches

See LIFTING, page 6

See OPENER, page 6

PHOTO BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Apaches sophomore Damian Orduna (13) kicks the ball towards 
San Antonio JFK’s goal in the district opener Friday, Jan 24.

Lady Apaches 
Viviana Barrientos 

(11) and a JFK player 
follows the ball near 

the Lady Rockets’ 
goal in the district 

opener.
PHOTO BY VANDY VAN EPPS

PHOTO BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Lady Apaches sophomore point guard Jordyn Gonzales (1) moves the 
basketball down court with a JFK defender in front of her.
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New Amazon book! Order today!
Go to Amazon.com to check it out

winning medals, and 
points, for the Lady 
Apaches were Alize 
Miller (2nd Place, 181s), 
MIdaya Cantu (2nd Place, 
165s), Marilyn Ramirez 
(3rd Place, 165s), Teigan 
Jefferson (4th Place, 
148s), and Maritza Perez 
(5th Place, 148s).

“It was a good 
meet with some good 
teams today. Despite 
the great amount of 
tough competition, we 
performed very well. I am 
proud of all the girls and 
I feel like they are starting 
to really see their hard 
work pay off. This meet is 
always tough but it seems 
to bring out the best in 
us” said Head Coach Saul 
Hinojosa. Apache Head 
Powerlifting Coach Cubit 
added, “It was a meet 
with many positive things 
happening. A lot of first 
time lifters who, not only 
surprised themselves, 
but surprised us coaches 
with the results and the 
weight they were able to 
move. It was an exciting 
experience for our young 
lifters”

Gary Lewis III and 
Charles Haufler were 
the high points for the 
Apache powerlifting 
team, winning 2nd and 
4th places respectively. 
As a team, the Apache 
finished 10th in the team 
standings. As mentioned 
earlier, a lot of new 
faces competed in their 
first meet Saturday for 
Gonzales, and they will 
look to improve as the 
season progresses.

Both the Lady 
Apaches and Apaches 
will look to defend their 
territory this upcoming 
Thursday, January 30th, 
as they host the Roll Tribe 
Powerlifting Invitational 
at Vic Salazar Gym in 
Gonzales. The meet is 
scheduled to begin at 
4PM.

Keith Cubit encourages 
all to attend, saying 
“If you haven’t been 
to a powerlifting meet 
before, Thursday will be 
a great day to experience 
something you won’t 
forget. We are asking 
Apache Nation to come 
out and support our 
Apaches and Lady 
Apaches powerlifters”.

Official Results
Lifter-Place-Weight Class

Girls
Teigan Jefferson-4th-148
Maritza Perez-5th-148
Sophia Palacios-DNF-148
Midaya Cantu-2nd-165
Marilyn Ramirez-3rd-165
Alize Miller-2nd-181
Madison Sampleton-1st-220
Jazlin Juarez-1st-242

Boys
Logan Wyman-6th-114
Hector Reyna-6th-123
Romauldo Falcon-7th-123
Kevin Garcia-13th-148
Isaak Ibarra-9th-165
Pedro Borjon-11th-165
Roland Nino-DNF-181
Francisco Aguayo-13th-220
Gary Lewis-2nd-242
Kevin Veliz-DNF-242
Charles Haufler-4th-308

LIFTING 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Lady 
Mustangs 
fall to Goliad
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs 
traveled Friday, Jan, 24 for the second 
meet against the Goliad Lady Tigers.

The Lady Mustangs fell to Goliad, 
49-37, dropped to 2-5 in district 
and are sitting in fourth place in 3A 
District 26.

The Lady Mustangs can clinch a 
playoff berth if they beat Karnes City 
with a season sweep, but if the Nixon-
Smiley loses to Karnes City and beats 
Luling then a tie breaker game will be 
decided.

The Lady Mustangs hosted Stock-
dale Tuesday, Jan. 28 for their season 
match against the Lady Brahmas.

Nixon-Smiley will play its final road 
game against the Luling Lady Eagles 
Friday, Jan. 31.

The Luling game tips off at 6:30 p.m.
PHOTO BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Lady Mustangs senior Kaylie Morin (3) defends a Luling defender in the first half of district. 

Mustangs beat Tigers in close game
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 
traveled to Goliad for a game 
against the Goliad Tigers Fri-
day, Jan. 24.

The Mustangs returned home 

with a, 45-43, win over Goliad 
and approved to 2-3 in district.

Nixon-Smiley currently sits in 
a fourth place tie with Karnes 
City and Goliad for the final 
playoff spot as the first half of 
district concludes.

The Mustangs’ playoff hopes 
are alive with the following sce-
narios needed to clinch a play-
off berth; Nixon-Smiley needs to 
season sweep Stockdale, season 
sweep Goliad, and beat Karnes 
City for a play-in scenario.

The Mustangs hosted the 
Stockdale Brahmas Tuesday, 
Jan. 28 and will hit the road Fri-
day, Jan 31 for the second meet 
against the Luling Eagles.

The Luling game tips off at 8 
p.m.

around in the next three quarters.
“It’s just kind of one of those 

things. It was senior night the kids 
were playing a lot on nerves. And 
plus, we always play on nerves. 
Anytime that we play home again, 
we normally wait for them to kind 
of tire themselves out a little bit, 
and then that’s when they kind 
of settle down and able to play 
the game the way we like.” Lady 
Apaches head basketball coach 
Mark Belford said.

The Lady Apaches say good-
bye to their three seniors Bella 
Aguero, Skcarlett Cerda and Kilee 
Schwausch for senior night and they 
really proud how much they accom-
plished with the program.

“It’s very important feel like us 
three as seniors have had a very big 
impact on what this team has done 
in the past two years and what it will 
continue to do. I think we’ve left our 
mark for sure.” Aguero said.

“It’s good to know that I’m leav-

ing with just leaving this with other 
people that I feel like that will lead 
very well and do very successful 
without us.” Schwausch said.

Cerda said she was side and 
excited at the same time to play her 
final home game as a member of 
the Lady Apaches basketball team.

Belford in his second years was 
proud to coach these three seniors 
and their impact on the team.

“Those three seniors the epitome 
of what our program has been, you 
know, just kids that have come in. 
They work hard, they give us ev-
erything they have. And you know, 

without those three, you know, 
the program wouldn’t be where 
it’s going. And so we’re definitely 
thankful to have had them for the 
years that we had them here in this 
program.” Belford said.

The Lady Apaches clinched a 
playoff berth for the second year 
in a row and Belford said it’ll come 
down between Crystal City and 
Devine on who they’ll take on in the 
first round.

The Lady Apaches will close out 
the season against San Antonio 
Memorial Tuesday, Feb. 4.

The game tips off at 6:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

put them away. It’s our 
first time in two years 
where we started off our 
season with a winning 
game.” Trimm said.

The Lady Apaches have 
a bigger district this sea-
son with additions from 
San Antonio Cole and 
Luling and Trimm said it 
was important to get the 
first district win off the 
bat to gain momentum 
moving forward.

“It’s definitely started 
us off that way builds 
their confidence, and it 
gives them something 
to aspire to continue.” 
Trimm said.

The Lady Apaches 
faced off against Luling 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 and have 
faced them pre-district.

“We played them pre-
district, so we actually 
played them last week. 
And so we kind of know 
what we’re walking into. 
They have a they have a 
good, strong team this 
year. There was a lot of 
improvement from last 
year. And so it’s definitely 
not a give me game, so 
we’re ready. We’ve been 
working hard.” Trimm 
said.

The Lady Apaches will 
hit the road Friday, Jan. 
31 for a match against the 
La Vernia Lady Bears.

The La Vernia game 
kicks off at 7 p.m.

OPENER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 Mustangs fall to Stockdale at home

STAFF REPORT
The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs 

open the second half of district 
play at home against the Stock-
dale Brahmas Tuesday, Jan. 28.

The Mustangs beat the 
Brahmas in the district opener 
earlier, but Stockdale turned 
the tables on Nixon-Smiley for 
round two.

The Mustangs fell to Stock-
dale, 44-36, dropping to 2-4 
in district and hurting their 
playoff chances.

The Mustangs are tied with 
Karnes City and Goliad with 
the same district record; Nixon-
Smiley needs to season season 
sweep Goliad and beat Karnes 
City to force a play-in with the 
Badgers for the fourth and final 

playoff spot.
The Mustangs will hit the 

road Friday, Jan. 31 in Luling; 
Nixon-Smiley fell to the Eagles 
in the first meet in district and 
are looking to rebound from 
that loss.

The Mustangs will host 
Karnes City at home Tuesday, 
Feb. 4.

Both games tip off at 8 p.m.

Lady Mustangs 
stun Stockdale 
in close game
STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs earned 
their third district win of the season with 
a, 51-48, win over their rivals the Stockdale 
Lady Brahmas Tuesday, Jan. 28.

The Lady Mustangs improved to 3-5 in 
district play and increased their playoff 
chances heading into the final two games 
of the season.

Nixon-Smiley can clinch a playoff berth 
with a season sweeps of Luling and Karnes 
City.

The Lady Mustangs will hit the road Fri-
day, Jan. 31 for their final meeting against 
Luling Lady Eagles and will close out the 
season at home against Karnes City Tues-
day, Feb. 4.

Both games tip off at 6:30 p.m.

season with Luling and Cole in the mix in 4A 
District 27.

“Points is our goal every time we come out, 
we’re going for points,” Seip said.

The Apaches traveled to Luling for a match 
against the Eagles Tuesday, Jan. 28.

The Apaches will travel to La Vernia Friday, 
Jan. 31 for their third district match.

The game kicks off at 7 p.m.

SOCCER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

PHOTO BY VANDY VAN EPPS
The Lady Apaches celebrate and say goodbye to their three seniors on the team Bella Aguero 
(2), Kilee Schwausch (5) and Skcarlett Cerda (3) at the last home game of the season. 

PHOTO BY VANDY VAN EPPS
Apaches head soccer coach Shea Seip speaks with his 
players after the district win over San Antonio JFK at 
Edgewood ISD Stadium. 



Classifieds

520
SEED, FEED, HAY

Apartments
For Elderly, 

Low Income
Rent based on Income

Water, Sewer, and
Trash Paid

Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

Gonzales, TX 78629
830.672.2877

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org
www.voatx.org

730
RV/MOBILE HOME 
LOTS FOR RENT

040
AUCTIONS

040
AUCTIONS

040
AUCTIONS

060
LOST AND FOUND

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

050
GARAGE SALES

050
GARAGE SALES

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

LOW INCOME 
APARTMENTS 
for rent. 1, 2, 3, 
4 bedrooms. No 
electric deposit 
required. Apply at 
410 Village Drive. 
Gonzales 830-
672-3419.

850
HELP WANTED
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HOW TO PLACE AN AD 
You can place ads online at 
www.gonzalesinquirer.com 

or call  

(830) 672-2861 
and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com 

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved. 
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover 

or payment can be made in person with cash or check.
622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629

(830)672-2861 • (800)210-5909 • Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD 
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP 
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
The deadline to place an ad in  
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS
The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first 

incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction. 

CALL TODAY 
830-672-2861

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE

670
APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT OR LEASE
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850
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PARKWOOD
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays – 9:00am to 3:00pm

PHONE: 830-582-1343

3BR Apartments Available

Rates Based on Income

Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low,
low, and moderate income applicants.

CENTRAL HEAT & AIR

ENERGY EFFICIENT

LAUNDRY ROOM

WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS

Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager

at 830-582-1343.

Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero
830-582-1343. Para solicitor una adaptacion o modificacion razonable, favor 

llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”

LOOKING FOR 
A NEW JOB? 

Find it in the
Gonzales
Inquirer

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

830-672-2861

850
HELP WANTED
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Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors 
needed to teach at Victoria College’s 

Gonzales Center.  For more 
information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and click 
on Jobs@VC.  Victoria College is an 

Equal Opportunity Institution.

Victoria College’s Workforce 
& Continuing Education 

Department is hiring for the 
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.

Equal-Opportunity Institution

CALL TODAY
TO

ADVERTISE
OR

SUBSCRIBE!
830-672-2861

The Division of Allied Health 

is hiring part-time Adjunct 

Instructors for the for the clinical 

setting of the ADN and VN 

Nursing Programs.  Adjunct 

Instructors are needed at our 

Victoria campus as well as 

in the Gonzales, Cuero, and 

Hallettsville locations.  For more 

information and to apply go to 

www.victoriacollege.edu and 

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution.

Is now hiring for
LOCAL

DELIVERY DRIVER
Class A or B, CDL Required
Forklift Experience Needed

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply

HAY FOR SALE: 
Square hay bales. 
Fertilized coastal. 
$9 each. Shiner 
area. This year’s 
cutting. 361-293-
8758

400
DIRT, GRAVEL

LOST: LARGE 
(75 lbs) white, 
long hair (Pyr-
enees mix) male 
dog. 1 year old, 
not neutered. Last 
seen 1/4/2025 
off FM 532 near 
CR 382 between 
Gonzales and 
Moulton. May an-
swer to name of 
Harry. Not wear-
ing collar. If seen 
PLEASE, PLEASE 
call Roxanna or 
Andrew at 832-
633-7767.

WE HAVE SAND, 
select fill, wash 
rock and com-
mon fill for sale. 
Call 830-857-
4442 or Randall, 
361-243-6908. 
Durrett Sand & 
Gravel.

5-ACRE RV 
P A R K / 1 0 0 + 
hookups in Nixon, 
TX For Lease 200 
West 3rd Avenue. 
Current buildings 
will be removed. 
DO NOT contact 
onsite personnel. 
Call/text 210-
872-9120. Terms 
negotiable.

W.E. HAYDEN 
LEASE SERVICE, 
INC. is look-
ing for:Backhoe/
Trackhoe Opera-
tor – Must have 
oilfield experi-
ence, valid Class 
A CDL license 
and pass DOT 
drug test.  We 
offer a retire-
ment plan, health 
insurance and 
uniforms. Please 
apply at 281 Hwy 
172, Ganado, 
Texas, (361) 771-
3684.

HIRING TRUCK 
DRIVERS with 
Class A CDL. 
Must have ex-
perience in End 
Dump and Belly 
Dump. Call 361-
243-6908 for 
more information.

GENERAL FARM 
LABOR. Benefits 
include: Vacation, 
Sick leave, Hosp. 
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP. 
Apply in person: 
Cal-Maine Foods 
Inc., 1680 CR 
431, Waelder, TX 
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

Is now hiring for
Yard Hand

Forklift experience required.
Must be dependable.

Benefits Package & Overtime 
available.

Apply in Person
2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX

No phone calls

W.B. Farm and 
Ranch Supply

IMMEDIATE OPENING

HVAC Service
Technicians

RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL
Join our team of
professionals.

Paid vacation, holidays, 
medical benefits,

401K and excellent pay.
SIGN ON BONUS

based on experience!!
VISIT OUR WEBPAGE AT

www.leonsmep.com
Call (979) 743-3056.
E-mail resume to:

ron@leonservice.com

 
Farm, Ranch, & Construction Equipment

AUCTION

www.switzerauction.net   (979) 885-2400

Saturday, February 1 at 9:00 AM
1036 S. FM 331, Sealy - Onsite & Online Bidding
Tractors, Trucks,Trailers, Implements,Construction & Livestock Equipment

School Bus, Forklifts, Portable Restroom, Shop Equip, Garage Barns
Mini Excavators, Full size Excavators, Vehicles, Gates, Panels, Metal Sheds

Shipping Containes, Skid Steer Loaders,Numerous Tools Chests, 
Fleet of Mini Construction Equip, Travel Trailer, Light Plants,Fleet of Mini Construction Equip, Travel Trailer, Light Plants,

Motor Grader, Numerous Bi-parting gates, & More-- VIEW ONLINE CATALOG

Bid Online
NOW

Onsite Buyer Premium: 10% on 1st $5,000 on all items. 
Online BP 15% on 1st $5000 & 5% on $5001 and up w/ cap of $2,500 on all items.TXS7342

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, March 1, 2025

Waelder ISD Property,
Corner of Hwy 90 and Avenue B

8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
830-239-5600

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are talking 
about

YOUR
NEWS.
YOUR 
WAY.

GonzalesInquirer

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Gonzales The Gonzales 

Inquirer!Inquirer!

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF GONZALES 
GONZALES, TEXAS

STIEREN ROAD WATER AND WASTEWATER PLAN
Separate sealed bids addressed to the City of Gonzales (OWNER) clearly
labeled “ATTENTION: CITY SECRETARY, STIEREN ROAD WATER AND
WASTEWATER PLAN” will be received at Gonzales City Hall, 820 St. N. Joseph 
Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629, until 2:00 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, February 20, 
2025, and then publicly opened and read aloud immediately.  

This project includes the installation of approximately 2129 linear feet of 12-inch
waterline, with fittings, fire hydrants, service taps and associated pavement
repairs, trench safety, traffic control, and installation and removal of temporary
erosion controls. This project also includes the installation of approximately 1046
linear feet of 12-inch wastewater line, 5 manholes, new wastewater services, and
associated pavement repairs, trench safety, traffic control, and installation and
removal of temporary erosion controls.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, Information for 
Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Agreement, Performance and Payment Bonds, 
General Conditions, Special Conditions, Notice of Award, Notice to Proceed, 
Technical Specifications and Plans, together with any Addenda are available at 
Doucet & Associates, Inc., 829 N. Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629, 
(512) 583-2672. Plans, Specifications and Contract Documents may be purchased 
for a non-refundable fee of $100.00 or can be provided via e-mail at no charge. 
Send requests to kschauer@kleinfelder.com. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a cashier’s check or certified check upon a
national or state bank in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
actual bid price payable without recourse to the City of Gonzales, or a bid bond 
in the same amount from a reliable surety company as a guarantee that the bidder 
will enter into a contract and execute required performance and payment bonds.

The contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder; however, the 
right is reserved, as the interests of the OWNER may require, to reject any and all 
bids, and to waive any informality or minor defects in bids received.  Bids may be 
held by the OWNER for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days from the date of 
the opening for Bids for the purpose of reviewing the Bids and investigating the
qualifications of Bidders, prior to awarding of the Contract.

There will not be a pre-bid conference. Contractors shall make their own
individual site inspections and/or investigations to make themselves aware of
existing conditions/issues. Failure to make adequate observations, investigations
and/or ask questions prior to bidding shall not be grounds for requesting
additional work or services.  Questions shall be forwarded to J. Keith Schau-
er, P.E., 829 N. Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629, (512) 583-2672,
kschauer@kleinfelder.com by 5:00 o’clock p.m., Monday, February 17, 2025.

January 23 Puzzle Answers
Last Puzzle

 Solution

S-1725

       H A Y S
       E L E E
       A P A N
       D I R T
       E N S   A S H A D O W
       D E E P  S T A B I L I T Y
         V A   A S A N  T O E
  T H E T O P  E V A C U A T E D  D A
  R O W E N A   E R S T   R A D E R
   T E X A S C O M P A N Y  O N E A L
    S A L T I N E   E O   C I T Y
     N O O S I N G  R U B B I S H
      G R  T T H   C L I N T
           I S G O I N G
           A C A M P
            A B E
            L O T
            P R O       

LOOK!
SEE, ADVERTISING WORKS.

Place your classifieds with

830-672-2861 
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find your next job 
in the Gonzales Inquirer
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NIXON-SMILEY CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND 

BALANCES GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2024 

Data 10 50 60  Total
Control General Debt Service Capital Other Governmental
Codes Fund Fund Projects Funds Funds

 REVENUES
5700  Local and Intermediate Sources  $ 14,090,626 $   7,990,240 $   1,153,730 $      806,576  $  24,041,172
5800   State Program Revenues  1,433,004 152,398 - 241,185 1,826,587
5900   Federal Program Revenues  97,865 - - 2,034,362 2,132,227
5020             Total Revenues  15,621,495       8,142,638   1,153,730       3,082,123 27,999,986

 EXPENDITURES
  Current:
0011   Instruction 8,877,606 - - 1,265,981 10,143,587
0012   Instructional Resources and Media Services 50,917 - - - 50,917
0013   Curriculum and Instructional Staff Development 88,864         -                      -            66,228 155,092
0021   Instructional Leadership 379,869               - -               - 379,869  
0023   School Leadership 772,155 - -          165,915 938,070
0031   Guidance, Counseling, and Evaluation Services 327,713               -  - - 327,713
0032   Social Work Services 33,518 - -             34,970           68,488
0033   Health Services 279,002 - - - 279,002
0034   Student (Pupil) Transportation 610,500 - 419,154 - 1,029,654
0035   Food Services -  -  - 1,286,642 1,286,642
0036   Extracurricular Activities 382,757 - -             48,975         431,732
0041   General Administration 606,482 -  - - 606,482
0051   Facilities Maintenance and Operations 1,537,606 - 68,553 33,784 1,639,943
0052   Security and Monitoring Services 63,546 - - 27,360 90,906
0053   Data Processing Services 252,983 - - - 252,983
0061   Community Services 118,514               - -               - 118,514
  Debt Service:
0071   Principal on Long-Term Liabilities 46,834 6,120,500  -   -  6,167,334   
0072   Interest on Long-Term Liabilities 16,830 1,233,180 - - 1,250,010
0073   Bond Issuance Cost and Fees -                  2,500          -                     - 2,500
  Capital Outlay:
0081   Facilities Acquisition and Construction - - 3,790,238 - 3,790,238
  Intergovernmental:
0091   Contracted Instructional Services
      Between Schools 335,285 -  -  - 335,285
0099   Other Intergovernmental Charges 495,883 -  -                 - 495,883

6030              Total Expenditures 15,276,864 7,356,180 4,277,945 2,929,855 29,840,844

1100   Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over (Under) 344,631 786,458 (3,124,215) 152,268   (1,840,858)
                            Expenditures
  OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
7912   Sale of Real and Personal Property 6,500 - - - 6,500
1200   Net Change in Fund Balances 351,131 786,458   (3,124,215)              152,268   (1,834,358)
0100   Fund Balance – September 1 (Beginning) 24,876,172 2,662,167 22,664,566 807,409 51,010,314
3000   Fund Balance – August 31 (Ending) $ 25,227,303  $   3,448,625 $ 19,540,351  $      959,677 $  49,175,956

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement.

GONZALES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

– GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2024

 10  60  98
Data     Total
Control General ESSER-III Capital Other Governmental
Codes Fund FUND Projects Fund Funds Funds

REVENUES
5700 Local and Intermediate Sources  $ 21,747,985  $                 -  $      610,162 $   2,914,359 $  25,272,506
5800 State Program Revenues  8,743,698  -  - 456,492  9,200,190
5900 Federal Program Revenues  858,950  2,148,894  - 4,762,140  7,769,984
5020 Total Revenues  31,350,633  2,148,894  610,162 8,132,991  42,242,680

EXPENDITURES
0011 Instruction  15,398,173  1,600,568  - 1,935,543  18,934,284
0012 Instructional Resources & Media Services  316,413  2,059  - -  318,472
0013 Curriculum & Instructional Staff Development  607,433  151,216  - 259,040  1,017,689
0021 Instructional Leadership  516,733  -  - 277,309  794,042
0023 School Leadership  1,930,363  117,442  - 23,531  2,071,336
0031 Guidance, Counseling & Evaluation Services  870,942  78,926  - 476,514  1,426,382
0032 Social Work Services  89,155  1,029  - -  90,184
0033 Health Services  421,187  9,408  - -  430,595
0034 Student Transportation  1,276,295  30,758  - 191  1,307,244
0035 Food Services  7,993  583  - 2,260,420  2,268,996
0036 Extracurricular Activities  1,230,057  -  - 199,973  1,430,030
0041 General Administration  1,658,599  11,697  - 2,128  1,672,424
0051 Facilities Maintenance and Operations  3,871,016  65,386  17,000 -  3,953,402
0052 Security and Monitoring Services  900,969  3,672  - 138,106  1,042,747
0053 Data Processing Services  903,333  8,849  - 9,265  921,447
0061 Community Services  10,570  67,301  - -  77,871
0071 Debt Service - Principal  694,669  -  - 840,000  1,534,669
0072 Debt Service - Interest  83,559  -  - 997,731  1,081,290
0073 Debt Service - Bond Issuance Costs  -  -  - 483,365  483,365
0081 Facilities Acquisition and Construction  448,900  -  3,342,972 -  3,791,872
0099 Other Intergovernmental Charges  496,197  -  - -  496,197
6030  Total Expenditures  31,732,556  2,148,894  3,359,972 7,903,116  45,144,538
1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over
            (Under) Expenditures  (381,923)  -  (2,749,810) 229,875  (2,901,858)

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
7911 Capital-Related Debt Issued  -  -  48,170,000 -  48,170,000
7915 Transfers In  -  -  - 20  20
7916 Premium or Discount on Issuance of Bonds  -  -  2,430,000 787,700  3,217,700
8911 Transfers Out  (20)  -  - -  (20)
8949 Other (Uses)  -  -  - (1,046,243)  (1,046,243)
7080  Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)  (20)  -  50,600,000 (258,523)  50,341,457
1200 Net Change in Fund Balance  (381,943)  -  47,850,190 (28,648)  47,439,599
0100 Fund Balance - Beginning  17,270,521  -  83 1,782,205  19,052,809
3000 Fund Balance - Ending  $ 16,888,578  $                 -  $ 47,850,273 $   1,753,557  $  66,492,408

The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement.

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
FOR CITY ATTORNEY/LEGAL 

SERVICES FOR THE
CITY OF GONZALES, TEXAS

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Gonzales, Texas 
is soliciting Statements of Qualifications from experienced
legal firms for the purpose of providing City Attorney/
Legal Services to the City of Gonzales. The selected firm
shall be licensed to practice law in the State of Texas and
be in good standing with the Texas Bar. Experience
working with Texas home rule municipalities and
knowledge of municipal law including but not limited to
municipal finance, land use and development/regulations,
parliamentary procedure, personnel law, utility law,
election law, and the Texas Open Meetings and Public
Information Acts, are required.

The RFQ packet is available on the City’s website at
https://www.gonzales.texas.gov/p/government/bidrfp.
All inquiries regarding the RFQ should be directed to
City Manager, Timothy L. Crow via email at
tcrow@gonzales.texas.gov or by telephone at (830)672-2815. 

All submissions must be clearly marked “CITY
ATTORNEY RFQ” and mailed/delivered to the City of 
Gonzales, City Manager, PO Box 547, 820 N. St. Joseph 
Street, TX 78629, by Friday, February 14, 2025, at 2:00 
p.m. CST, at which time they will be publicly opened and 
acknowledged in the City Hall Council Chambers (820 N. 
St. Joseph Street, Texas 78629). No late statements will be 
accepted.  The City of Gonzales reserves the right to reject 
any or all submissions and to waive any and all formalities, 
as deemed to be in the best interest of the City.

Interested firms should submit two copies of their sealed 
statement of qualifications to:

City of Gonzales, Texas
Timothy L. Crow, City Manager

820 Saint Joseph St., PO Box 547, Gonzales, TX  78629

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary
for the Estate of ALLIE MARIE VALENTA, Deceased, 
were issued on January 16, 2025, in Cause No. PW24-0386, 
pending in the County Court of Gonzales County, Texas, 
to: Veronica Sue Camarillo.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

 c/o Jennifer Rother Machacek
 Machacek & Appelt, PLLC
 P.O. BOX 1216
 SHINER, TX 77984

DATED the 16th day of January, 2025

Waelder ISD house to be auctioned
House located at the corner of Hwy 90 and Avenue B.

Sealed bids due by 4 p.m. on February 17th. Bids to be 
opened at School Board meeting at 6 p.m. on February 
17th, 2025.

Certified funds must be enclosed for entire bid amount -  
NO CASH.

House must be moved by 5 p.m. on May 1, 2025 or all funds 
will be forfeited.

Bids accepted at 201 US Hwy 90 West Waelder, TX 78959 
- Central Office.

830-239-5600

NOTICE OF REQUESTS FOR 
PROPOSALS FROM

SUBCONTRACTORS
AND SUPPLIERS

Weaver & Jacobs Constructors, Inc., the Construction
Manager at Risk, will accept proposals from
subcontractors and suppliers for the Gonzales ISD CTE 
Building & Ag. Barn Project located in Gonzales, Texas, 
until 2:00 pm on February 18, 2025.

Bids should be submitted to:

 Brenden Morris 
 Weaver & Jacobs Constructors, Inc.
 301 Cooperative Way
 Cuero, Texas 77954 
 Ph. 361-277-9300 Fax 361-277-9274
 Email bmorris@weaverandjacobs.com

Interested bidders may obtain bidding documents by
contacting the Construction Manager for instructions. 
There are no paper plans being issued.  In accordance with 
the Government Code Chapter 2267, in determining to 
whom to award a contract, the Construction Manager may 
consider any relevant factor a private business entity would 
consider in selecting a vendor. The Construction Manager 
reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive 
any informalities in the proposal process and to accept the 
proposal which it considers to offer the best value to the 
Owner.
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OPPORTUNITIES

Reach potential buyers 
when you advertise
in the Classifieds!

One Spot.
Lots of 

Possibilities!

CARS, TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR 
SALE & FOR RENT

LOCAL & REGIONAL JOBS

PETS FOR ADOPTION

GARAGE SALES

BARGAINS GALORE

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE.

Call

830-672-2861
or visit

www.gonzalesinquirer.com
to place your ad today!

WEST MOTORS
Sale • Service • 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt • Gonzales, TX  78629

830-672-7323  • 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com

Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat – Closed

361-594-3853
686 Hwy. 95 South 
P.O. Box 1122 | Shiner, TX 77984-1122

DENNIS MRAZ

MRAZ LUMBER CO., INC.
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Advertising You Can UseAdvertising You Can Use

A&A Contracting, Inc.
DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522@gmail.com

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

Of ce: 830-672-3057               Mobile: 830-857-4006

• Residential  & Commercial      
 • Septic System

Roger Dyer
Administrator

701 N Sarah DeWitt
Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: 830-672-4530
Cell: 830-857-4724
Fax: 830-224-6982
Email: go.administrator@theheightsgonzales.com

TheHeightsGonzales.com

FREE ESTIMATES

30 YRS EXPERIENCE

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
361-293-5545

Complete Water Well Service
Residential – Oilfi eld – Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas

Email us – fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

Fehner & Son FirearmsFehner & Son Firearms
Gun Shop • Safes • Hunting SuppliesGun Shop • Safes • Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710
fehnerandson@gmail.com

1922 CR 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSEDM-F 7am - 6pm • Sat - 7am - 1pm • Sun - CLOSED

First Shot LiquorFirst Shot Liquor
730 Seydler St, Gonzales • 830-672-3107

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Jacob Carter
Ll#0026605

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com (830) 339-1236

Landscape       Irrigation       Privacy Fence
Maintenance        Installation

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

 or email information to 
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

“We Bring the Comfort”
License Number: TACLB60045C

(830) 822-1474 

• Air & Heating
• Repair & Replacement

• Maintenance Plans

Serving Gonzales and 
surrounding cities

ELSTNER DOZER SERVICE LLC
KEITH & SHEILA ELSTNER 

830-857-4719

RANCH TYPE FENCING
LAND CLEARING 
STOCK PONDS 

HOUSE AND BARN PADS 

elstnerdozer.com

Mulching Services and Land Management

Michael Durrett 830-857-4442

Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

102 West Wallace St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

830-672-9477
 

Lori “Tootie” DuPree
Owner

 
Your Business Is

Greatly Appreciated!

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF GONZALES 
GONZALES, TEXAS

2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT PLANS
Separate sealed bids addressed to the City of Gonzales (OWNER) clearly labeled 
“ATTENTION: CITY SECRETARY, 2025 STREET IMPROVEMENT PLANS” 
will be received at Gonzales City Hall, 820 St. N. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 
78629, until 2:00 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, February 20, 2025, and then publicly 
opened and read aloud immediately.  

This project includes approximately 3,455 SY of pavement milling, installation of 
approximately 10,480 SY of 2” HMAC over entire length and width of project 
streets (St. Lawrence Street) and replacement of approximately 4,000 LF of curb & 
gutter and 350 LF of valley gutter and driveway approaches, sidewalks and curb 
ramps along these streets. 

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, Information for 
Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Agreement, Performance and Payment Bonds, 
General Conditions, Special Conditions, Notice of Award, Notice to Proceed, 
Technical Specifications and Plans, together with any Addenda are available at 
Doucet & Associates, Inc., 829 N. Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629, 
(512) 583-2672. Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents purchased for a 
non-refundable fee of $100.00, or can be provided via e-mail at no charge. Send 
requests to kschauer@kleinfelder.com.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a cashier’s check or certified check upon a
national or state bank in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
actual bid price payable without recourse to the City of Gonzales, or a bid bond 
in the same amount from a reliable surety company as a guarantee that the bidder 
will enter into a contract and execute required performance and payment bonds.

The contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder; however, the 
right is reserved, as the interests of the OWNER may require, to reject any and all 
bids, and to waive any informality or minor defects in bids received.  Bids may be 
held by the OWNER for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days from the date of 
the opening for Bids for the purpose of reviewing the Bids and investigating the
qualifications of Bidders, prior to awarding of the Contract.

There will not be a pre-bid conference. Contractors shall make their own
individual site inspections and/or investigations to make themselves aware of
existing conditions/issues. Failure to make adequate observations, investigations
and/or ask questions prior to bidding shall not be grounds for requesting
additional work or services.  Questions shall be forwarded to J. Keith Schauer, P.E.,
829 N. Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629, (512) 583-2672,
kschauer@kleinfelder.com by 5:00 o’clock p.m., Monday, February 17, 2025.

TexSCAN Week of 
Jan. 26-Feb. 1, 2025

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Hey there y’all, are we 
having fun yet? I’ve always 
realized that life is surely one 
weird puppy, and it has yet 
to disappoint. I’ve made it 
through this winter, including 
our recent snow day, without 
any frozen water pipes so far. 
After what we went through 
four years ago, intermittent 
electricity, going without 
water for a week and sev-
eral burst pipes, frozen pipes 
are now a bigger priority 
than they used to be. Wak-
ing up last week to a blanket 
of white, though beautiful, 
literally sent chills down my 
spine, wondering if I was 
somehow back in Chicago. I 
had to take a second to calm 
down my inner child as he 
was screaming uncontrolla-
bly. However, after we man-
aged to sled down my ramp, 
sanity was restored.

This morning I got up, 
brushed my teeth, drank 
some water, then the water 
stopped running? After get-
ting dressed in warm work 
clothes, I headed out to 
walk the property in search 
of leaks. Fortunately none 
were found, but did get my 
main cut-off cleaned out, 
something I had planned on 
anyway. By the time I walked 
back in at 7:30, the water 
was running just fine. Life is 
definitely full of unexpected 
adventures...

If you’ve read past articles 
it’s no secret that I’m now en-
joying the company of a new 
kitten. My son and daughter-

in-law brought her to me 
after she was abandoned. 
Mothers will sometimes 
do that if they sense there’s 
something wrong. She’s now 
five months old, beautiful 
and healthy. However, I’m 
sensing she could be a little 
mentally off, probably why 
we get along so well. As I 
sit here typing, she’s laying 
behind my computer moni-
tor and reaching underneath, 
swatting my fingers and oc-
casionally typing a bit of her 
own story. Can’t quite get the 
gist of what she’s trying to 
say, but she does spell better 
than I do.

Being young and having 
the energy of a nuclear plant, 
if I make any sudden move-
ments, I’m sure to get at-
tacked. Once, while walking 
by the Christmas tree I spied 
two eyes staring me down 
from on high, next thing I 
know I’m donning a feline 
scarf with teeth. Yesterday, 
wondering what to wear, I 
had to dig a little deeper into 
my “jean pool”, finally decid-
ing on the black levi 501’s 
with the pre-stressed rips in 
the thighs. While tucking my 
shirt in I suddenly feel the 
sting of claws in my backside 
and began twirling to shake 
her off. No worries though, 

thick jeans and tuff bum 
managed to keep bleeding 
to a minimum. I’ve had to 
break out my drill and install 
my paper towel holder sev-
eral feet higher, as any paper 
she can reach is soon to be 
completely shredded. She 
has apparently also found 
my stash of plastic HEB and 
Walmart bags, as I walked in 
to find them strewn through-
out three different rooms. 
Enamored with my dripping 
faucets on cold nights, she’ll 
swat at the water for hours. 
At four in the morning I was 
awakened to the sound of 
thunderous paws before she 
launched herself onto the 
bed, squarely landing on my 
face with wet paws...can’t 
help but laugh as she’s a 
never ending source of enter-
tainment!

And why do I put up with 
her? ‘Cause when she’s in 
cuddle mode, it makes it all 
worthwhile. She constantly 
licks my nose and ears while 
pressing her cheek against 
mine, and there’s definitely 
worse things in life than a 
tongue in your eye. Kinda 
reminds me of the good old 
days with Eloise. It seems like 
God knows what we need 
before we do. “Three things 
will last forever – faith, hope, 
and love – and the greatest 
of these is love”, 1 Cor 13:13. 
Yep, sometimes we just need 
to accept the love, wherever it 
may come from!

Have a great week, love you 
guys, Eric.

ERIC 
ESTES

Love, Eric 
and Eloise

Never a Dull Moment

Want more 
customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help 
with your marketing plan.

800.223.4832  |  gvec.org

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.
Cost, Texas

Liquid Fertilizer
Feed Tubs

Weedspraying
Liquid Feed

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Agricultural Supplies

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.
Family Dentistry of Gonzales

Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Offi ce: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales

830-672-3565

Steele Auto Group Luling
CHEVY-BUICK-GMC

830-875-5425

1-800-299-5425

Fax (830) 875-5513

1088 E. Pierce Luling, TX 78648

Family Practice
830-672-2424

1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

Vaz Urgent Care Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, P.A.

• All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
• New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed

• Wellness Physicals

Mon – Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church

424 St. Peter St.

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
 FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gon zales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115

Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonza les

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine 
Bap tist Church

S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Bap tist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office, 

Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80  

on CR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church

1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Bap tist Church
100 Capes, Gonza les

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton  
Baptist Church

1121 N. College, Gonzales

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church

1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,

 9 miles east of Cuero

St. James  Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea  Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gon zales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church  
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

St. John St., Gonza les

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST

Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo) 

201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God

1020 St. Louis, Gon zales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gon zales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church

of the Mes siah 
721 S. Louis, Gonza les

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evange lio,

Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87, 

Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel

Hwy 80, 7 mi.  
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonza les

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshua1 

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word  
Lutheran Church LCMS

1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont Methodist

Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117  

on CR 121

First Methodist 
426 St. Paul, Gonza les

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist

S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist

1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia Methodist
CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley Methodist Church
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries

512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Min istries

613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77 

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County

J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”

403 Highway 90 W, 
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellow ship
1817 St. Lawrence,  

Gon zales

Encouraging Word 
Christian Fel lowship

Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord

1805 Weimar, Gon zales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ

16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship

207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville  
Community Church

CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood & 

Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,

Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr., 

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple

Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.), 
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Je sus Christ No. 2

1515 Dallas, Gonza les

Iglesia Pentecostes 
Filadelfia

893 S. Magnolia Ave., 
Luling

Temple Bethel Pen tecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gon zales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales

3.3 miles north  
on Hwy 183, 

right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church

CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gon zales

414 St. Louis, Gon zales

Cheapside Presbyterian 
Church, Cuero

Places of worshiP

ChurCh DireCtory
This Directory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Businesses

Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect tribute!
127 Hwy. 90A, Gonzales, Texas 78629

830-672-1075
www.harrisfamilymortuary.com

Thompsonville 
Ladies Club accepting 

scholarship applications
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Thompsonville Ladies Club is currently accepting 
applications for their 2025 Scholarships.

To qualify for a scholarship, you must attend a Gon-
zales County School or live in Gonzales County and 
attend another school district, a private school or be 
home schooled. You may contact your school counselor 
or write to Betty Schroeder at 2774 County Road 423, 
Waelder, TX 78595 to receive a copy of the scholarship 
application. They will be accepting applications through 
March 15, 2025.

Last year they awarded $1,500 to deserving students.

830-672-2861
gonzalesinquirer.com

Stay Current
& Informed...

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!
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Gonzales Healthcare Systems
January 2025

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Audiology Pain Management
2 3 1 2 3 Amy Trost Eric Miller, MD

Happy New Year! Dr. Ryan Hearing Specialist 830-272-7746
Dr. Echols 830-372-2237

Urology
6 7 8 9 10 Chiropractic Robert Ryan, III, MD

Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Amy Trost Jeff Echols, DC 830-379-8491
Austin MFM Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Miller 512-799-6811

Ophthalmology
13 14 15 16 17 Dermatology Clayton Ckodre, OD

Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Dr. Ckodre Vicente Quintero, MD 830-339-2843
Dr. Malik Austin MFM Austin MFM Dr. Echols 830-626-5551
Dr. Desai Dr. Quintero Dr. Miller Dr. Malik Austin Maternal 

20 21 22 23 24 Nephrology Fetal Medicine
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Azhar M. Malik, MD 512-821-2540

Austin MFM Austin MFM Dr. Echols 361-576-0011
Dr. Kirchner Yong Du, MD Podiatry

27 28 29 30 31 361-576-0011 Terri Quebedeaux,
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan DPM, PA

Austin MFM Austin MFM Dr. Echols Obstetrics 830-303-0005
Alyson Kirchner,
MD, OBGYN

Located at THRIVE Healthplex 830-379-1500
Orthopedics Surgery Cardiology Dermatology
Gloria Box, MD Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS William Craig, MD Alpesh Desai, DO
830-672-8497 830-672-8497 830-672-3845 713-864-2659

Outpatient Clinic
Specialty Physician

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

O 830-672-7518
M 830-857-6296
E bcaka@txfb-ins.com

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

BRITNEY JONES CAKA
LUTCF, FSCP, CLU
Agent

OBITUARIES

Domingo Gonzales,74, 
of Gonzales, peacefully 
passed away Thursday, 
January 23, 2025 lovingly 
surrounded by his fam-
ily. He was born June 25, 
1950 in Luling the son of 
Rodrigo and Francisca 
Gonzales.

Mingo, as he was 
known to all, was a 
carpenter by trade all 
his life and worked for 
Kelco Construction for 
35 years. Mingo followed 
most sporting events but 
was an avid football and 
golf fan and never missed 
games or tournaments 
with his favorite teams, 
the Dallas Cowboys, Texas 
Longhorns and Alabama 
Crimson Tide or his favor-
ite golfer Jordan Spieth.  
If he wasn’t watching 
sports, it was Gunsmoke 
or Andy Griffith with his 
loyal Chaweenie of 12 
years, Molly, by his side.  
When the weather was 
nice, his favorite pastime 
was cooking steaks on the 
grill while listening to his 
favorite Tejano tunes and 
drinking a cold one.

He is survived by his 
wife Debra Rickman of 
Gonzales; daughters Angie 

Kessler of Gonzales and 
Stephanie Hyzak and 
husband Mike of Aus-
tin; grandchildren Katie 
Hyzak, Mason Kessler, So-
phie Hyzak, Ryan Kessler 
and Matthew Hyzak; Step-
children Michael Rus-
sell, Jeffery Russell, Kelly 
Strong and husband Ryan, 
Brett Southern and wife 
Shani and Kristi Southern 
along with numerous step-
grandchildren; sister Adela 
Bernal of Luling; brothers 
Rodrigo Gonzales Jr. of 
Gonzales and Raymond 
Gonzales and wife Alice of 
Luling. Also surviving are 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews and special friends 
including his very special 
friend “Molly”.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
sister Maria Moreno.

Honorary pallbear-
ers include Mark Kelley, 
Bruddy Brown, Jesse Mar-
tinez, Mike Hyzak, Ryan 
Strong, Brett Southern, 
Ryan Kessler, Mason Kes-
sler and Matthew Hyzak.

Visitation will be 5 
p.m. until 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, February 6, 2025 
at Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home with the Rosary be-
ing recited at 7 p.m.  Mass 
of the Resurrection will be 
celebrated 10 a.m. Friday, 
February 7 at St. James 
Catholic Church with 
Reverend Jason Martini 
officiating. Interment 
will follow at St. James 
Cemetery.

Friends may sign the 
guestbook and leave con-
dolences by visiting www.
seydlerhillfuneralhome.
com.

Donations in memory 
of Mingo may be made 
to the American Cancer 
Society or St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

Arrangements are un-
der the care and direction 
of Seydler-Hill Funeral 
Home, Gonzales.

Domingo Gonzales
COST: Anita Hornung, 

age 90, passed away at 
home on Sunday, January 
26, 2025.

She was born April 27, 
1934 in Niagara Falls, New 
York to Harvey and Mil-
dred Walters Moore.

She attended Niagara 
Falls High School and 
then worked at National 
Carbon for years to earn 
money for college. She 
attended Moody Bible In-
stitute in Chicago, major-
ing in missionary nursing. 
She then attended Mount 
Sinai School of Nursing 
in Chicago, graduating 
in 1962. In 1972 Anita 
studied for and worked as 
an Intensive Care Nurse 
at Orange County Medical 
Center in California. Later 
she studied to become a 
School Nurse Practitio-
ner at the University of 
Colorado in 1984 and the 
following year studied to 
become a Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner. In 1996, she 
studied in San Antonio to 
become a massage thera-

pist, and subsequently 
worked in Kerrville. She 
worked as a nurse at hos-
pitals in Chicago, Dallas, 
Austin, Pasadena and El 
Campo. She was a school 
nurse at UT in Austin, at 
SMU, Gonzales and Edin-
burg. She was a Methodist 
Wesley Nurse in Kerrville 
from 1997 to 2005.

Her hobbies included 
camping, snow skiing, 
dancing, ice skating, roller 
skating, oil painting, writ-
ing, and reading.

Survivors: husband, 
Pastor Warren Hornung; 

sons, John Hornung and 
Billy Hornung (Karri); 
grandchildren, Laura 
Hornung, David Hornung 
(Aly), William Hornung 
and Abigial Hornung; 
sisters, Edith Cotton, Iris 
Aughtman and Donna 
Martin.

Preceded in death by 
her parents and a brother, 
Ralph Moore.

A Memorial Service will 
be held at First United 
Methodist Church of Yoa-
kum at 11:00 a.m. Friday, 
January 31, 2025. Inter-
ment of her cremains will 
be at Monthalia Method-
ist Church Cemetery at a 
later date.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be given to First 
United Methodist Church 
of Yoakum.

On-line guest book may 
be signed at www.thiele-
cooper.com.

Arrangements by 
Thiele-Cooper Funeral 
Home in Yoakum 361-
293-5656.

Anita Hornung

On December 21, 2024, 
our precious husband, 
son, brother, uncle, 
and friend, James Luke 
Morgan was all at once in 
the presence of his Savior, 
Jesus Christ.

Luke leaves behind his 
most loved wife, Cathyren 
(Cathy) Morgan; his par-
ents, Susan and BF Wil-
liams of Gonzales, Texas; 
father, Skip Morgan of 
Phoenix, Arizona; his Ma-
maw, Mabel Marrou Gray 
of Gonzales, Texas; sister, 
Michelle and husband, 
Wade Airheart, of Albu-
querque, New Mexico; 
nephew, Coleman James 
Airheart and wife, Reagan, 
and their daughter, his 
great niece, Arden Gray 
Airheart of Grand Prairie, 
Texas, niece, Bailey 
Travis and husband, Cole 
Travis, of Aubrey, Texas; 
stepbrother, Brian Wil-
liams of Corrigan, Texas; 
stepsister, Mandi Clark 
and husband, Kevin, 
of Kirbyville, Texas and 
their daughter, Harper; 
niece, Cheyenne Wil-
liams of Corrigan, Texas 
and her son, Brian Casey 
Williams. He also leaves 
behind a multitude of 

family and friends, whom 
he loved. He is preceded 
in death by his maternal 
grandfather, Lawerence 
(Buck) Gray and paternal 
grandparents, Ralph and 
Wanda Iltis.

Luke was born April 2, 
1975, in Seguin, Texas. 
Luke graduated from La 
Cueva High School in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico 
in 1993, following high 
school he attended col-
lege at New Mexico State 
University in Las Cruces, 
New Mexico. He spent 
his career in communica-
tions and cyber security 
and traveled the world 
doing what he loved. He 
was known as an expert 
in his field. Luke was 

loved for his humor and 
wit. He is defined by his 
strong loyalty and love for 
those he knew. Since Luke 
was young, people loved 
talking about his esca-
pades and adventures. He 
is dearly loved, and we 
know beyond a shadow of 
a doubt that he knew that. 
If you knew Luke, you had 
a Luke story that would 
always make you laugh.

Cremation arrange-
ments for Mr. Morgan 
were handled through 
Broussard’s Crematorium 
under the direction of 
Broussard’s, 1605 North 
Major Drive, Beaumont.

A memorial service 
for Mr. Morgan will be 
at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, 
February 15, 2025, at 
Faith Family Church, 1820 
East Sarah DeWitt Drive, 
Gonzales.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests memorial 
be sent to Faith Family 
Church, 1820 East Sarah 
DeWitt Drive, Gonzales, 
Texas 78629 give online; 
Folds of Honor, Depart-
ment #13, Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma 74182 give online; or 
the American Suppressor 
Association.

James Luke Morgan

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS
Gonzales County 

Sheriff ’s Office
01/05/2025 – 01/11/2025

01/07/25 
• Evans, Decorryan 

Jash, 28, Halletsville: 
Local Warrant – Assault 
Fam/house mem Impede 
Breath/Circulat, Requires 
- $75,000 Bond; Other 
Agency Hold – Robbery, 
Requires - $25,000 Bond; 
Other Agency Hold – 
Assault Fam/House Mem 
Impede Breath/ Circulat, 
Requires $20,000 Bond; 
Other Agency Hold – 
Tamp/Fabricate Phys 
Evid w/Inten to Impair, 
Requires $13,000 Bond; 
Other Agency Hold – 
False STMTTO PO/SP 
Inv/Law Enf Empl/Corr 
Off, Requires $2,000 
Bond; Remains in 
Custody 

01/08/24
• Windwehen, Alvin 

Douglas, 50 Gonzales: 
Local Warrant – Criminal 
Mischief >=$2,500 <$30k, 
Requires $10,000 Bond; 
Local Warrant – Assault 
Family/ Household 
Member w/Prev Conv, 
Requires $75,000 Bond; 

Local Warrant – 
Continuous Violence 
Against Family, 1 Bond all 
Counts, Local Warrant – 
Assault Family/ 
Household Member w/
Prev Conv, 1 Bond all 
Counts, Locale Warrant – 
Assault Family/Household 
Member w/Prev Conv, 1 
Bond all Counts , Local 
Warrant – Assault Family/ 
Household Member w/
Prev Conv, 1 Bond all 
Counts; Released 

• Juarez, Alejandro 
Granados, 46, Gonzales: 
Warrantless/On-View – 
Poss CS PG 1>=1G<4G, 
Requires $8,000 Bond, 
Released 

01/09/25
• Carrington, Shauntel, 

36, Pflugerville: Local 
Warrant – Theft Prop 
<$2,500 2/more Prev 
Conv, Requires $10,000 
Bond; Released 

• Ramirez, Stephanie, 
40, San Antonio: Local 
Warrant – Harassment, 
Requires $1,500 Bond, 
Remains in Custody 

• Moreno, Carlos 
Orlando, 34, Gonzales: 
Local Warrant – 
Continuous Violence 
Against Family, Requires 

$50,000 Bond, Released 

01/10/25
• Finch, Matthew 

Ryan, 30, Nixon: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Evading Arrest Det w/
Veh, Remains in Custody 

• Barrett, Ronald 
Dean, 48, Kerrville: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Poss CS PG 1 <1G, 
Remains in Custody 

• Vera, Ricardo, JR, 
24, Harwood: 
Commitment/Sentence – 
Agg Assault w/Deadly 
Weapon 

Total Arrest, Court 
Commitments, other 
agency arrest and pro-
cessing’s:

GCSO	 09
DPS		  00
GPD		  04
WPD		 01
NPD		  01
GISD		 00
SMO		  00
Constable 1	 00
Constable 3	 00
Constable 4	 00
DWCSO	 00
DEA		  00
TPW		  00
GCAI		 00
Rangers	 00
Other		 00
Total		 15

Community Resource Center plans ribbon cutting
FROM STAFF REPORTS

We are excited to share 
the news about the up-
coming grand opening of 
the Community Resource 
Center (CRC) in Gonza-

les.
Conveniently located 

at 228 Saint George St., 
within the same building 
as the Gonzales Commu-
nity Health Center, the 
CRC will serve as a vital 

hub dedicated to sup-
porting the health and 
wellness of individuals 
and families in our com-
munity.

The community is in-
vited to a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony on Feb. 6 at 11 
a.m., followed by an open 
house from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. This event will 
celebrate this milestone 
and explore the valuable 
resources available at the 
center.

The CRC will be 
home to several key 
organizations, including 
the Gonzales Wesley 
Nurse, GCAM food 
pantry, and CASA, with 
additional partners 
expected to join soon. 
These organizations will 
offer essential services 
such as healthcare, 
education, and family 
support—making the 
CRC a comprehensive 
resource for residents of 
Gonzales County and the 
surrounding areas.

The Community Re-
source Center’s mission 
is to empower commu-
nities through trusted 
resources, education, 
and support, fostering 
lasting wellness. This new 
center is a critical step in 
addressing the challenges 
faced by rural communi-
ties and ensuring that 
families have access to 
the tools and support 
they need to thrive.

For more information 
about the CRC or the 
grand opening event,  
contact Project Manager 
Ashali Garcia directly at 
830-672-6511 ext. 2240 
or on her cell at 737-373-
5154.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Oldham County seat
  5  TXism: “got _  ___
      of arrows in his
      quiver” (capable)
  6  African river
  7  TXism: “big biscuit
      __ the pan” (boss)
  8  TXism: “limp as a
      dish ___”
  9  wanderers
15  very small amount
16  popular Texas beer
      bottles
19  carries something
      heavy or awkward
21  it’s created by the
      Texas sun
22  ____  ___ Bend, TX
      in Kaufman County
27  song by TX Henley’s
      Eagles: “Life in the
      Fast ____”
28  British dish: “____ 
      __ the hole”
29  TX Meat Loaf album:
      “Bat Out __  ____”
30  alternative energies:
      wind __  _____
32  Astro’s Jeremy
      Pena pos.
33  what a tornado
      siren does
36  TXism: “___  _ lick
      of” (none)
37  “give __  _ rest”
      (stop talking)
38  to corrupt morals
39  TX Orbison posthu-
      mous hit (3 wds.)
41  ___beans are a 
      major Texas crop
42  TXism: “likely __ 
      ___” (probable)

  1  ___ Alstyne, TX
  2  actor and UT 
      alumnus, Wallach
  3  Philistine giant
      downed by David
  4  Texas cowboy head
      covering (4 wds.)
  8  “Enchanted ____
      State Natural Area”
  9  TXism: “plain as
      the ____  __  
      ____  ____”
10  TX Willie’s “__
      the Road Again”
11  he owned Gilley’s
      Club in Texas (init.)

45  TXism: “six __  ___, half
      a dozen of the other”
46  Texas tribe “Eyeish” 
      was also known as this
47  biblical “you”
48  former governor,
      Richards
49  Christmas venture: “_ 
      ____  __ grandma’s
      house”
52  Texas river transports
53  kids’ game

54  ___-friendly
      (not harmful to
      the environment)
55  TXism: “___ in 
      cement” 
      (permanent) 12  Texas has most of

      this mohair-producer
      in the U.S. (2 wds.)
13  French explorer
      Sieur __  __ Salle
      died in Texas
14  as a plural, a great
      number or quantity
15  TXism: “his porch
      light __  ______
      burning” (friendly)
16  licensed practical
      nurses (abbr.)
17  soap opera “Dallas”
      character, Shepard
18  perceived by the
      senses
20  TXism: “still wet
      behind the ____”

22  O’Brien of “The
      Over-the-Hill Gang”
      about aging Texas
      Rangers (init.)
23  Malak___, TX
24  a horse with shoes
25  Catholic nun and
      saint, Mother _____
26  “good ___  ___”
      (he’s one of us)

28  Texas Outlaws
      coach (soccer)
31  pirates’ booty
34  gold chem. symbol
35  former Aggie coach
      _  _ Slocum
37  TXism: “put __  __
      the back burner”
40  “what part __  __
      don’t you get?”
43  ____-Pei dog breed
44  writes music using
      accepted symbols
50  “__  ___ me 
      thinking”
51  40th Texas gover-
      nor, Preston (init.)
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Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending
puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Everything  got you Puzzled?
We are looking to fill this space for a Sponsor for our Crosswords and Sudoku.

If you would like for your business to be listed here, call Sanya at Gonzales Inquirer at 830-672-2861
or email her at sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com.

GVTC introduces Customer Dividend 
Program to reward loyal customers
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

GVTC Communications 
announces the launch of the 
Customer Dividend Program 
(CDP). Starting Jan. 1, 2025, this 
innovative initiative rewards 
loyal customers with a monthly 
dividend of 20% on qualifying 
GVTC services. The CDP comple-
ments GVTC’s Member Dividend 
Program (MDP), an initiative 
that has delivered value to GVTC 
members. 

This program highlights 
GVTC’s commitment to recogniz-
ing customer loyalty and deliver-
ing unmatched value and savings 
across essential communication 
services, including internet, TV, 
telephone, and smart security. 

The CDP dividend is calculated 
as a percentage of the monthly 
charges for qualifying services, 
excluding certain fees and 
taxes. It is subject to taxation in 
accordance with IRS rules. The 
GVTC Board of Directors reviews 
the dividend monthly to ensure it 
is fair and aligned with the range 
of services customers subscribe 
to. This proportional approach 
ensures that all customers can 
benefit from substantial savings 
tailored to their service plans. 

“Our Customer Dividend 

Program represents a signifi-
cant milestone in our journey to 
reward the unwavering loyalty of 
our customers,” said President 
and CEO Josh Pettiette. “At GVTC, 
we strive to deliver the best in 
technology and customer experi-
ence, and this program allows us 

to share our success directly with 
the community. We’re proud to 
offer meaningful cost savings as a 
token of our appreciation.” 

GVTC encourages customers 
to contact support or visit GVTC.
com for detailed information 
about the program. 

Gonzales ISD among 
finalists in 2025 
H-E-B Excellence in 
Education Awards
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

SAN ANTONIO, 
Texas—Today, H-E-B 
announced five early 
childhood facilities, five 
public school boards, 
and eight school districts 
throughout Texas as final-
ists in the 2025 H-E-B 
Excellence in Education 
Awards program.

This year, H-E-B will 
award $90,000 to the 18 
finalists ($5,000 each). 
All finalists will go on to 
compete for even greater 
prizes at the statewide 
level in May. To deter-
mine the winners, a panel 
of judges will tour each fi-
nalist’s campus to engage 
with administration, staff, 
parents, and community 
members. Winners will 
be announced at the H-
E-B Excellence in Educa-
tion Awards ceremony 
on Sunday, May 4 at the 
Hilton Austin.

If selected, one early 
childhood facility will 
receive $25,000; one or 
more school boards will 
receive up to $25,000; one 
large school district will 
receive $100,000; and one 
small school district will 
receive $50,000.

Additionally, 50 Texas 
teacher, counselor, and 
principal finalists will be 
announced between Jan-
uary and March during a 
series of surprise visits to 
schools and classrooms 

across the state.
The 2025 early child-

hood facility, school 
board, and school district 
finalists are:

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION 
FACILITIES

• Calvin Vincent Early 
Childhood Center (Texas 
City ISD, Texas City)

•  Dr. Sarah K. Jan-
drucko Early Learners 
Academy (Mansfield ISD, 
Arlington)

•  Early Childhood 
Development Center 
(Corpus Christi ISD, Cor-
pus Christi)

•  Gonzales Primary 
Academy (Gonzales ISD, 
Gonzales)

•  Wylie Early Child-
hood Center (Wylie ISD, 
Abilene)

 
SCHOOL BOARDS

•  Clear Creek ISD
•  Gregory-Portland ISD
•  Lamar CISD
•  New Braunfels ISD
•  Plano ISD
 

LARGE SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS

•  Mansfield ISD
•  Midlothian ISD
•  Prosper ISD
•  Spring Branch ISD
•  Tomball ISD
 

SMALL SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS

•  Lubbock-Cooper ISD
•  Medina Valley ISD
•  Montgomery ISD

Shiner Heritage Quilters 
Guild to meet Feb. 4
SPECIAL TO THE 
INQUIRER

The Shiner Heritage 
Quilters Guild will meet 
on Tuesday evening, Feb. 
4 at the Shiner Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall.  

Members gather 
around 5:30 p.m. to 
socialize and enjoy re-
freshments. The meeting 
begins at 6 p.m. 

A special “Show and 
Tell” has been planned.  
It will feature quilted 
items that members have 
made through the years.  
Come to be inspired!        

Visitors and new mem-
bers are always welcome.  
For more information 
log onto www.shiner-
heritagequilters.org  and 
click on “Newsletters” for 
current information.

Small town journalism documentary 
For the Record to screen at Lyric Theater
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The League of Women Voters 
of South Central Texas will host 
a free screening of the documen-
tary For the Record on Sunday, 
February 2, at 3:00 PM at the Lyric 
Theater (120 E. South Main Street, 
Flatonia). The event includes a 
post-screening panel discussion 
with local newspaper editors and 
publishers about the future of 
community journalism.

For the Record offers an inti-
mate 35-minute look inside The 
Canadian Record, a century-old 
newspaper serving Canadian, 
a Texas panhandle town about 
the size of Schulenburg. The 
documentary chronicles how 
this family-owned, small-town 
publication confronted grow-
ing economic challenges and a 
rapidly changing media environ-
ment before ultimately deciding 
to cease printing. This screening 
comes at a crucial time when 
many small-town newspapers 
face similar challenges to those 
depicted in the film; more than 

2,500 local newspapers have dis-
appeared since 2005, leaving one 
in five Americans living in “news 
deserts” without access to local 
reporting.

“This film serves as both a 
warning and a call to action,” says 
League President Janis Richard-
son. “When a local newspaper 
closes, communities lose their 
watchdog, their connector, and 
often their sense of identity. The 
Canadian Record’s story illus-
trates what’s at stake - and why 
it’s so important to preserve these 
vital institutions.”

The post-screening panel 
discussion will explore practical 
solutions for sustaining indepen-

dent local journalism, including 
ways community members can 
support their local news organi-
zations. 

This event aligns with the 
League’s mission of promot-
ing informed civic engagement 
across its five-county service area 
(Colorado, DeWitt, Fayette, Gon-
zales, and Lavaca Counties). 

The screening and panel dis-
cussion are free and open to the 
public. No registration required.

For more information, please 
contact Janis Richardson, Presi-
dent of the League of Women 
Voters of South Central Texas, at 
president@lwvsouthcentraltx.org 
or 361-772-3228.

“	 When a local newspaper closes, communities lose  
	 their watchdog, their connector, and often their  
	 sense of identity. The Canadian Record’s story  

	 illustrates what’s at stake — and why it’s so  
	 important to preserve these vital institutions.”
— Janis Richardson, President of The League of Women Voters of South Central Texas
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When it comes to protecting Texas property,
Roeber Insurance Agency understands your needs.

We live in the same communities & share the same
concerns as our neighbors.

We offer Auto, Property, Farm & Ranch,
Poultry Houses, Farm & Personal Liability,

Recreational Lines, & Life.

Give us a call for a quote.

Gonzales
830-437-5682

La Vernia
830-779-2428

It’s stock show time in Gonzales!

Gonzales County Youth Show
2025 Schedule of Events
Thursday, February 27th, 2025

Arrive - Check-In - Weigh-In
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Swine

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Commercial Heifers (health papers required at check-in)

Friday, February 28th, 2025
Arrive – Check-in – Weigh-in

7:00 am - 8:00 am Goats and Lambs
9:00 am - 10:00 am Agriculture Mechanics

10:00 am - 11:00 am Rabbits
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Steers and Heifers

(may be unloaded and stalled prior to weigh-in)

Judging
8:00 am Swine

9:00 am Herdsman Interviews (in the predetermined order)

10:00 am Commercial Heifers
(exhibitors need not be present during judging)

10:00 am LAMBS |GOATS | RABBITS
Goats - will begin 10 minutes after completion of Lamb Show
Rabbits - will begin 10 minutes after completion of Goat Show

6:00 pm - Commercial Heifer Awards with Sale to Follow (JB Wells Arena)

Saturday, March 1st, 2025
Arrive – Check-in

7:00 - 7:30 am Broilers
8:00 - 8:45 am Baked Goods
8:30 - 9:00 am Bucket Calves

Judging
8:00 am Broilers

9:00 am Baked Goods
9:00 am Steers; followed by Halter Heifers

Bucket Calves - will begin 20 minutes after completion of Cattle Show
9:00 am Agriculture Mechanics

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm (or when maximum bid is reached) Silent Auction of Baked Goods
SILENT AUCTION OF AGRICULTURE MECHANICS PROJECTS will end at 7:00 pm

4:30 - 6:00 pm - Buyers Meal and Social Hour
(Buyers, please be registered by 5:00 pm and have add-ons delivered to office by 5:30 pm)

6:00 pm - Sale of Market Animals

If anyone has questions feel free to contact a board member

For the past four years, the community 
has raised more than $700,000 each year in 
scholarships for exhibitors.

In order to take part in the county show, an ex-
hibitor must be a FFA or 4-H member in Gonzales 
County as of 5 p.m. Nov. 1, 2024. The exhibitor 
also must have a homestead in Gonzales County 
or attend a school in Gonzales County at the 
time of club registration and the animals must be 
housed in Gonzales County unless permission 
is otherwise granted. An exhibitor must also be 
enrolled in school and passing all subjects as of 
the most recent completed grading period and he 
or she may show in only one community/local/
county show during the year. 

Categories include steers, breeding heifers, mar-
ket swine (barrow and gilts), breeding swine (gilts), 
market lambs (wethers and ewes), breeding lambs 
(ewes), market goats (wethers and does), breeding 
goats (does), market rabbits (pen of three), breed-
ing rabbits (does), market broilers (pen of three), 
bucket calves, baked goods and ag mechanics.

Gonzales County Youth Show Association di-
rectors include Mitchell Hardcastle, Kate Richter, 
Renee Rathmann, Cynthia Pape, Will Lamprecht, 
Liz Davis Zella, Bubba Ehrig, Steven Evans, Dil-
lon Brown, Sequoya Janacek, Erin Lindemann-
LaBuhn and John Hahn.

SHOW 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

majority of these funds are awarded to GISD 
classrooms and campuses through the Founda-
tion’s Innovative Teaching grant program.

There are many options available to donate 
with High Roller Tables, VIP tables, and General 
Public Admission tickets available. Don’t wait too 
long, though, because this is one of those yearly 
events which sells out quickly.

The website to purchase tickets is https://
gonzalesisdeducationfoundation-bloom.kindful.
com/e/2025-casino-night-fundraiser.

Doors open at 5 p.m., with a cocktail hour and 
mingling until dinner is served at 6 p.m. Gaming 
tables open at 7 p.m., and a cash bar will be open 
throughout the evening. All tickets are pre-sale only.

High Roller Table ($3,000 donation) includes a 
reserved sponsor table, 10 entry tickets, 10 drink 
tokens, table charcuterie, meal for each guest, rec-
ognition signage, a gift, and $20,000 in chips. There 
are a limited number of these tickets.

VIP table ($1,000 donation) includes admis-
sion for 10, a reserved table, meal for each guest, 
recognition signage, and $10,000 in chips. There 
are a limited number of VIP tables.

General admission tickets ($75 donation per 
person) also include meal, cash bar, and $1,000 in 
chips for use at all gaming tables.

FUNDRAISER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of January 2025 for all 
four municipalities were 
$305,212.56 — down $12,951.34 
below the $318,163.90 received 
in January 2024 and a decrease 
of $14,071.12 from December’s 
combined sales tax allocation 
of $319,283.68, which was 
based on October 2024 sales.

As November is traditionally 
the start of the Christmas 
shopping season, this decrease 
seems to track with a survey 
performed by WalletHub, 
in which 68 percent of 
respondents said Santa will be 
less generous in 2024 because 
of inflation, while about a third 
of respondents said they’ll 
spend less on holiday shopping 
in 2024 compared with 2023.

Three of the four munici-
palities in Gonzales County — 
Gonzales, Waelder and Smiley 
— saw a decrease in sales tax 
allocations this month.

Gonzales saw a 4.36 percent 
decrease, or $11,838.83 less, in 

sales tax allocations for Janu-
ary 2025. The largest city in the 
county, which generates the 
lion’s share of sales tax revenue, 
received $259,493.32, com-
pared to $271,332.15 in January 
2024. This is $22,112.96 less  
than the $281,606.28 received 
in December 2024.

Sales tax receipts were up 
for Nixon, which received 
$33,943.26, up $2,752.51 or 
8.82 percent more than the 
$31,190.75 received in January 
2024. However, it is down from 
the $39,005.01 the city received 
in December 2024. Last year, 

Nixon was the only city to be in 
the black (have a positive in-
crease) for sales tax allocations 
in the county.

Waelder received a total 
of $8,906.38, a decrease of 
$2,005.79, or 18.38 percent, less 
than the $10,912.17 received in 
January 2024 and $2,506.25 less 
than the $11,412.63 received in 
December 2024.

Finally, Smiley’s sales tax 
receipts were $2,869.60, down 
$1,859.23 or 39.31 percent, 
below the $4,728.83 received in 
January 2024. However, this is 
up from the $2,559.09 the city 

received in December 2024.
Three cities in Gonzales 

County — Gonzales, Nixon and 
Waelder — collect a 1.5 percent 
sales tax rate, while Smiley 
collects a 1 percent sales tax.

Gonzales County itself also 
receives a 0.5 percent sales 
and use tax and for the month 
of January 2025, the county 
received $173,903.80, which 
is $36,149.54, or 17.2 percent, 
less than the $210,053.34 
received in January 2024 
and $27,631.49 less than 
the $201,535.29 received in 
December 2024.

TAX 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The resort is planning a 
soft opening to the com-
munity in early March, 
and more information 
will be forthcoming on 
how to reserve a spot. 

“Ottine has long been 
revered as a sanctuary for 
healing and well-being,” 
says DeDe Gibson DeSte-
fano, Ottine Mineral 
Springs General Manager 
and 1986 graduate of 
Gonzales High School. 
“Preserving the sanctity 
of our therapeutic waters 
and fostering wellness 
experiences remain at the 
forefront of our mission. 
Ottine is more than a des-
tination; it’s a cherished 
part of our community’s 
heritage, devoted to re-
newal and rejuvenation.”

Ottine Mineral Springs 
has retained the majority 
of the original structures, 
blending them with new 
elements to preserve 
their historic charm. After 
opening to the communi-
ty in March, Ottine Min-
eral Springs will continue 
to build in phases that 
will include a full-service 
restaurant and bar, a 
steam room, extensive 
hydrotherapy experi-
ences, additional private 
pools, a yoga room, and 
lodging. A larger spa will 
be built offering ameni-
ties such as facials and 
body wraps, along with 
massage therapy. Ad-
ditional experiences will 
include outdoor activities 
such as hike and bike 
trails along the San Mar-
cos River, outdoor yoga 
structures, and more.

Dating back to 1909, 
Ottine’s healing journey 
began with the discovery 
of the 105-degree artesian 
springs at a depth of 1,550 
feet while drilling for oil. 
Following a period of dor-
mancy, the springs gained 
prominence during the 
polio epidemic, when 
the newly established 
Gonzales Warm Springs 
Foundation raised funds 
for a hospital designed 
to treat those with polio, 
despite their race, religion 
or ability to pay. Through-
out the years, the founda-
tion continued to raise 
funds and open facilities 
as polio cases increased. 
After the invention of the 
Salk vaccine and the de-
cline in polio cases, Warm 
Springs continued to 
serve as rehabilitation for 
those suffering from dis-
abilities such as head and 
neck injuries and Multiple 
Sclerosis. 

The water’s source, 
yielding mineral waters at 
a rate of 200,000 gallons 
per day, stands as a testa-
ment to Ottine’s enduring 
heritage. The soft mineral 
waters originate from the 
Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer 
and are considered the 
best of their kind in the 
country. Part of a rare 
class of alkaline waters 
found mostly in Texas, 
Ottine has been com-
pared to the enriched 
waters of Karlovy Vary in 
eastern Europe. 

OTTINE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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417 St. George Street • Suite 105 • Gonzales, TX

844-339-4587
FFeebbrruuaarryy  44tthh  &&  1111tthh  ||  99::3300AAMM--44::3300PPMM

Appointments are limited! Please call to reserve your appointment today!

 

SAY HELLO
to the next BIG thing

 in better hearing!

• Otoscopic Ear Examination
• Preview the latest hearing technology
• Consultation with our Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

FFRREEEE  HHeeaarriinngg  SSccrreeeenniinngg::

Innovation in a small package.
Everyone wants to hear their friends, family and the world.

But not everyone is comfortable advertising their hearing loss.
Convenient Rechargeability  •  Transparent Sound

Virtually Invisible  •  Custom Fit for You

Nothing is Smaller.
Nothing Sounds Better.

ADDITIONAL  MODELS & TREATMENT PLANS 

  $$779955 PER
 EAR*

AS
 LOW

 AS 

830-672-3710
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

Hours: Mon – Fri. 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. / Sat. 7 a.m. – 1 p.m. / Closed Sunday
For your Firearms needs contact  Brandon or Stephanie

Fehner Firearms is closed on Mondays

Just a reminder, Valentine’s Day is coming up, so come 
see us here at Fehner & Son Grain and Fehner Firearms

for that special Valentine!

While there, they visited the 
World War II Memorial, the 
Vietnam Memorial, the Lincoln 
Memorial, the Korean War 
Memorial, Arlington National 
Cemetery and the changing 
of the guard at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier, and a 
Smithsonian Flight Museum 
where they got to see the 
Enola Gay, a space shuttle and 
other World War II planes and 
spacecraft.

It was an experience they will 
never forget.

“I don’t think words can 
express what the trip meant to 
us,” said William Berger, who 
served as a tail gunner on a 
B-17 bomber over Germany 
during World War II. “This trip 
and experience could not have 
been any better, and I didn’t 
want to come home because it 
was so inspiring to actually see 
in person. 

“It was the trip of a lifetime.”
His son Bobby, who served 

on an aircraft carrier in Viet-
nam, agreed.

“I thought the whole trip was 
amazing,” Bobby added. “I was 
blown away by everything we 
saw and was completely over-
whelmed by it. But this trip was 
really about Dad, and it was 
truly amazing to see how he 
took things in and how people 
responded to seeing him and 
thanking him for his service.”

The Bergers arrived in Wash-
ington on Friday afternoon. On 
Saturday morning they were 
picked up by guide Stephanie 
Fitzwater-Arduini, the director 
of education and marketing at 
the Museum of the American 
Civil War in Richmond, Va.

The first stop was the World 
War II Memorial, and both 
William and Bobby were im-
pressed by the site.

“I thought it was amazing,” 
Bobby said. “The size and 
scope of the memorial was 
amazing. Whoever designed 
that was a genius.”

“I was so impressed by the 
size of it,” William Berger said. 
“TV does not do any of the 

monuments in Washington 
justice. They are so much more 
impressive in person.”

William Berger said one of 
the more emotional moments 
of their weekend trip was be-
ing able to find out what really 
happened to one of his high 
school buddies who died in 
France during the war.

“His name was Henry 
Lassmann, and we were great 
friends,” Berger said. “I had 
heard he died sometime in the 
Omaha Beach landings, but 
never knew. While we were at 
the World War II Memorial, 
Stephanie looked up his name 
and we found out he died in 
July 1944. He is buried there, 
and now he rests in France.”

“It was very emotional to see 
how everyone reacted to Mr. 
Berger,” Stephanie said. “From 
the time we first got there, I 
knew it was going to be special. 
When the national park worker 
saw Mr. Berger’s World War II 
veteran hat, he walked right up 
to him and said, ‘Welcome to 
Your Memorial.’

“And then it hit me that this 
was for him and for all those 
veterans.”

The veterans were then 
squired to the Vietnam Memo-
rial, and on the way numerous 
people stopped to thank Wil-
liam for his service and talked 
to him about relatives they had 
who fought in the war or who 
had died. It was a cathartic 
moment for both William and 
Bobby.

“I was moved by all the 
people who came over to talk 
to Dad, or thank him, or just 
shake his hand,” Bobby said. “I 
was really happy for him, and 
proud that everyone recog-
nized him for his service.”

“Bobby was awesome taking 
his dad around,” Stephanie 
said. “When we got to the Viet-
nam Memorial I asked Bobby 
why he wasn’t wearing his 
Vietnam veteran hat. He said 
he didn’t wear it because this 
trip was ‘all about Dad.’ That 
really touched me.”

At the Vietnam Memorial, 
Bobby was able to find the 
name of one of his classmates 
on the wall who died in Viet-
nam. For both men, the two 
memorials stirred echoes of 
memories long forgotten.

The group then crossed over 
to the Lincoln Memorial, then 
went to the Korean Memorial. 
From there, they took a journey 
to Arlington National Cemetery 
and witnessed the changing of 
the guard at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier.

“That was very, very impres-
sive,” said Bobby.

“One of the most moving 
things I’ve ever witnessed,” Wil-
liam added. “I can’t say enough 
about how grateful we are for 
having been there and seen 
that.”

After a good night’s sleep, 
the group headed out to the 
National Air and Space Mu-
seum of the Smithsonian 
Institution by Dulles Airport. 
There, they got to see the Enola 
Gay, the plane that dropped 
the first atomic bomb on Japan. 
At the museum, they also got 

to see a space shuttle, numer-
ous other World War II aircraft 
and artifacts, and even space 
capsules that traveled to the 
moon and back. In addition, 
they were given a tour around 
Washington, where they got to 
see the White House, the US 
Capital, the Jefferson Memo-
rial, the Pentagon, the National 
Archives and the United States 
Supreme Court building.

One story that William said 
that stood out to him actually 
happened on an elevator at 
their hotel.

“We were riding on the eleva-
tor when the doors opened and 
some people were getting out,” 

William said. “A lady on the el-
evator leaned over and gave me 
a kiss on the cheek. She said: 
‘Someone once did that for my 
father, so I thought I would just 
pay if forward.’ I never got to 
thank her or talk to her, but that 
was something.”

William summed up the feel-
ing of both men at the end of 
the day.

“We would like to thank 
everyone who helped make 
this trip possible,” William 
said. “I will never ever forget it, 
and words can’t express how 
grateful I am and how proud 
we were to be there. Thank 
you.”

WASHINGTON 
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The group who toured Washington 
DC (left to right): Judge William 

Berger, Stephanie Fitzwater-
Arduini, Bobby Berger. Above: 

William Berger in uniform.

FILE PHOTOS STEPHANIE FITZWATER-ARDUINI/
SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

“	 I was moved by all the people who came over to  
	 talk to Dad, or thank him, or just shake his  
	 hand. I was really happy for him, and proud that  

	 everyone recognized him for his service.” 
 
	 —Bobby Berger

Methodius Catholic 
Church and School. At 
the time, she had been 
serving as the assistant 
principal for two years. 
She had 10 years teaching 
experience in the Gonza-
les Independent School 
District prior to that.

Under Yackel’s ex-
emplary administrative 
guidance and support, 
Shiner Catholic Schools 
has excelled academically 
and in extracurricular 
activities while meeting 
its mission of Preparing 
the Children of God for 
the Kingdom of God.’

Yackel holds a Bachelor 
of Science Interdisciplin-
ary Studies, specializing 
in Early Childhood Edu-
cation from Southwest 
Texas State University, 
1997 and a Master of 
Science in Education, 
specializing in Educa-
tional Leadership from 
Walden University, 2008. 
Yackel received her Pre-K 
through 12 Texas Princi-
pal’s Certification in 2009.

Shiner Catholic School 
is a pre-K 3 through 12th 
grade school with 301 
students that was found-
ed in 1897.  There are 33 
full-time and 9 part-time 

faculty and staff members 
employed at Shiner Cath-
olic School. It operates 
under the auspices of the 
Diocese of Victoria Office 
of Catholic Schools.

In advertising the open 
position, the school notes 
its “well-deserved reputa-
tion for religiously faith-
ful, academically chal-
lenging, and athletically 
competitive programs 
that benefit its students in 
significant and profound 
ways. Shiner Catholic 
School enjoys the strong 
support of generations of 
local residents who value 
Catholic education.”

“This a great oppor-
tunity for someone who 
loves Catholic education, 
is interested in partner-
ing with families to form 
intentional disciples of 
Jesus Christ, and wants 
to help lead a wonderful 
school,” the school states 
in its advertisement for 
the principal position.

Interested candidates 
should complete the 
application packet and 
submit it along with their 
resume, letter of intent, 
and unofficial copies of 
college transcripts. Edu-
cational requirements for 

the job include holding 
a master’s degree and 
having earned 18 hours of 
graduate credit in educa-
tional administration.

Applications can be 
found at  https://www.
victoriadiocese.org/em-
ployment-opportunities. 
Completed applications 
and accompanying docu-
ments should be submit-
ted by mail to:

Diocese of  Victoria Of-
fice of Catholic Schools, 
Attn: Mr. Robert Whit-
worth, Superintendent 
of Catholic Schools, P. O. 
Box 1070, Victoria, TX 
77903.
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COURTESY PHOTO
Neely Yackel and her 
husband, Mark.

The first roundup was 
organized in Kansas 
City, Missouri, in 1977 
by Dallas Thibodeaux 
and Rozell Nunn Jr. and 
attracted 49 riders. It has 
grown in stature since 
then to become a mul-
tiple-day event with as 
many as 30,000 to 40,000 
participants who enjoy 
camping, exhibition of 
their rides, parades, stunt 
shows and other enter-
tainment, including drag 
racing and contests.

Because it primarily 
attracted African-Amer-

ican riders, the event 
was largely ignored by 
mainstream media and 
the motorcycle industry 
early on in its history, but 
has since attracted the 
support of manufacturers 
such as Harley-Davidson 
and Honda because it is 
family friendly and open 
to people of all ethnicities.

Since 1998, participants 
have been donating food 
and money to support lo-
cal food banks and have 
since raises thousands of 
dollars and contributed 
tons of food.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CLASSIFIEDS WORK - CALL TODAY! 830-672-2861
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