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lt'w"g with AUTISM

By SARAH DOOLITTLE

Special to the Hill Country News

pril is National Autism Aware-

ness Month and two local

families living with autism

share what their lives look like,
how their children might behave differ-
ently from other children, and how lack
of awareness about autism affects them
every day.

Mindy Minto lives in Steiner Ranch
with her husband Sean and their two
kids, 15-year-old Delia and 12-year-old
Charlie. While Delia is a typically devel-
oping child, Charlie was diagnosed at age
four with autism.

Struggle to get a diagnosis

Charlie had been unable to hear for
the first part of his life due to severe,
chronic ear infections. Still, his parents
suspected something else was wrong be-
cause, “He wasn'’t talking for a long time,”
said Mindy. “He didn’t walk until he was
about 20 months old... So we realized
there was obviously some developmental
delays happening.”

Mindy had no known risk factors for
autism: she was 29 when he was born
and there is no known family history of
autism. And Charlie didn't fit all the au-
tism stereotypes; he regularly made eye
contact and was outgoing with others.

All of which contributed to the diffi-
culty of getting a diagnosis. The neurol-
ogist who treated Charlie throughout his
young life insisted that Charlie was just
delayed and would eventually catch up
with his peers.

“Finally after three years of hearing
that, I sat in the room with the doctor and
I said, ‘You're going to sit here with me
until you see what I'm seeing,” described
Mindy. “About 30 minutes later it became
apparent to him, and he said, ‘Okay, I

m

was wrong.

New vision

While the diagnosis gave the family a
direction to point for treatment options,
it also meant accepting a new vision for
their son’s life. said Mindy, “At first it was a
hard pill to swallow. Any parent who gets
an autism diagnosis — it’s hard to accept
because you don’t know what to expect”’

It also meant navigating a world with
which they had no previous experi-
ence: special schools that cater to kids
with developmental disorders; delayed
developmental milestones such as potty
training; a special diet to help manage his
behavior; and negotiating daily life with
a child who could be unpredictable and
easily set off by noises, smells or unfamil-
iar surroundings.

With this new world also came new
expenses. “It’s like all of a sudden you
have a baby and you have a college tui-
tion on top of that. Normally people save
for it,” said Mindy.
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Kristina and Ryan Ritchie pictured with their children, Chase, Jillian and Graham, ages 11, 10 and 7.

“Absolutely perfect the way

he is”

Still, it was all worth it because, while
inconvenient and expensive, this new life
included Charlie, who his mom describes
as, “the most amazing, the most fantastic
person you’d ever meet in your life. The
minute someone meets him they don’t
want to leave him! He’s just all consum-
ing in happiness and the most pleasant
person I've ever been around.”

She also adds that, despite the chal-
lenges, “I wouldn’t change him for the
world. He is absolutely perfect the way
he is. Rather, I want the world to change
for him.

When asked what that change would
look like, Mindy doesn’t hesitate. “More
understanding. I can’t tell you how many
times I've been approached and told off
or told you need to control your son.”

Mindy recounts being asked on nu-
merous occasions,”Can you please make
him be quiet?” I would love to!” she said
with a laugh.

More than the demands to change
Charlie’s behavior, “I can’t stand when
people stare at him,” said Mindy. “When
he starts flapping (his hands) or is loud...
I wish those stares would stop. He sees it.

He understands everything that is going
on around him. I feel like eventually —
maybe not now but eventually — it will
hurt his feelings.”

In addition to wishing that people
would show respect for Charlie’s human-
ity, Mindy would like the same, “for the
families... A lot of people are really isolat-
ed with (caring for a child with autism).”

Staggering statistics

Autism is defined as a developmental
disorder that affects millions of children
and adults in the U.S. and around the
world. The Centers for Disease Control
estimate that 1 in 68 children in the U.S.
has been diagnosed with autism.

But a new study by the Cohen Chil-
dren’s Medical Center of New York in
New Hyde Park looked at data collected
by the National Institutes of Health and
estimated that rate to be considerably
higher, with 1 in 59 children diagnosed.

Autism does not strike all children
equally, however. Four boys will be diag-
nosed with autism for every one girl.

Furthermore, autism is what is known
as a spectrum disorder, meaning that

See AUTISM page A3

SCHOOLS

Whooping cough
case confirmed
at Cedar Park MS

STAFF REPORTS

A student at Cedar Park Middle School
was diagnosed with whooping cough earlier
this week and Leander ISD recommended
parents check with a doctor to determine if
their children were exposed to the high-
ly-contagious respiratory disease.

“A child in your school has pertussis,
otherwise known as ‘whooping cough. Our
office has been working with the school’s
administration to prevent further spread of
this disease. The following are recommenda-
tions that we ask you to follow without delay
to protect your child and family:

Parents are advised to consult with their
child’s physician due to this pertussis expo-
sure for medical care other than observa-
tion for signs of pertussis,” a notice sent to
parents read.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control, Pertussis is known for uncontrolla-
ble, violent coughing which often makes it
hard to breathe.

In the letter to parents, LISD officials
urged parents to observe all household
members for the symptoms described in
an information sheet distributed in both
English and Spanish.

“If signs and symptoms develop in a
household member, please contact your
physician for evaluation and possible treat-
ment. Be sure to mention your child’s expo-
sure to pertussis and provide your physician
this letter,” the notice continued.

The district said it is working with the
Travis County Health and Human Services
Department to prevent the illness from
spreading further in the school.

School officials also advised parents to
check immunization records and obtain
“age-appropriate pertussis-containing
tetanus/diphtheria vaccine” for any adult or
child in the household who is under-immu-
nized or has not been immunized.

Parents are also urged to notify the
school and district administration office
if anyone in the household is suspected of
having pertussis.

“If your physician suspects you or your
child has pertussis, please do not attend
school until you/your child has been cleared
to return by the physician and health de-
partment,” the letter to parents concluded,
adding the district phone number (512) 972-
5555 for additional questions.

LEANDER ISD

Leander ISD considering another attendance zone option

STAFF REPORTS

Another attendance rezoning option
cleared a milestone at the April 4 Leander
ISD board meeting, with Scenario D being
approved for presentation at a pair of com-
munity meetings this week.

Scenario D is described in district
documents as placing a priority on keeping
student groups together from middle to high
school, while keeping larger groups of fifth-
grade students together as they transition
from elementary to middle school.

In Scenario D, all students in the
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Rutledge Elementary attendance bound-
ary would be moved from Stiles to Henry
middle schools. As a result, Henry Middle
School would be expected to expand to
1,500 students, but the plan would keep
more students together from elementary to
middle and middle to high schools.

“Acting on community priorities con-
tinues to be our focus during this process,’
Trustee Gloria Gonzales-Dholakia said.
“Scenario D addresses many of the topics
we’ve been urged to consider, and I look for-
ward to hearing more from our stakeholders
at the community forums next week.”

The current rezoning work is in prepa-
ration for the opening of Danielson Middle

School, in the north of the district, currently

scheduled for 2020. A final decision on
which zoning scenario will be adopted is
expected in May.

Scenario A, presented earlier this year,
would provide relief for Stiles and Leander
middle schools, eliminate small cohorts in

middle school to high school feeder patterns

of Running Brushy Middle School to Cedar

Park High School and Henry Middle School

See LISD page A1o
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The Leander ISD board reviewed another attendance
zoning scenario at its April 4 meeting and will obtain
feedback from the community on Scenario D at the April
18 meeting.
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GAS PRICES

NEWS

Local gas prices (finally) hold steady in the past week

on a total of 50 cents per gallon in the last
90 days, which will cost Americans nearly
$200 million more at the pump today than
back in early January,” said Patrick DeHaan,
head of petroleum analysis for GasBud-

dy. “The road doesn’t end here, however,
with California and the West Coast seeing
a surge in unexpected refinery outages,
leading to extremely tight supply of cleaner
summer gasoline and causing prices to
skyrocket”

STAFF REPORTS

Austin gas prices are unchanged in the
past week, averaging $2.41/g on Monday of
this week, according to GasBuddy’s daily
survey of 830 stations. Gas prices in Austin
were 21.7 cents per gallon higher than a
month ago and 3.4 cents per gallon higher
than a year ago.

“The national average gas price has
now risen for two months straight, tacking
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Gas prices across the Austin metro area held steady last week, while the national average has risen for two consecutive months.

According to GasBuddy price reports,
the cheapest station in Austin was priced at
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$2.22/g on Monday while the most expen-
sive was $2.79/g, a difference of 57 cents
per gallon. The lowest price in the state

on Monday was $2.09/g while the high-
est was $3.59/g — a difference of $1.50/g.
The cheapest price in the entire country
was $1.74/g while the most expensive was

$5.01/g, a difference of $3.27/g.

The national average price of gasoline
has risen 4.8 cents per gallon in the last
week, averaging $2.74/g on Monday. The na-
tional average was up 27.6 cents per gallon
from a month ago, yet stands 9.3 cents per

gallon higher than a year ago.

Gas prices in San Antonio were also
unchanged from last week, remaining at
$2.32/g. Prices in Waco were up 1.9 cents to
$2.41/g, and prices in College Station were
up 2.9 cents to $2.48 per gallon.

“California will soon be home to
something not seen in nearly five years: a
statewide average of over $4 per gallon, with
some of the largest cities there swelling to

averages as high as $4.15 per gallon before

any relief arrives,” said DeHaan. “It really is
going to be ugly this week in the West Coast,
and any further issues could lead to more
spikes, but for the rest of the country expect
the rise to continue for a ninth straight week

with little good news on the horizon.”
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

April 11
The Leander ISD Empowered

Parenting Series invites parents
to a free workshop, “Keeping Your
Kids Safe Online! The workshop
is scheduled for April 11, 6:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Leander High
School, 3301 S. Bagdad Road,
Leander. Visit leanderisd.org.

Cedar Park City Council will
meet April 11, at 7 p.m. at City
Council Chambers, 450 Cypress

Creek Road, Building 4. Meetings
are open to the public.

Learn about turf manage-
ment at the monthly gardening
program, Green Thumbs Up, pre-
sented by A&M Agrilife Extension
Office, April 11,7 p.m.to 8 p.m.,
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Dis-
covery Blvd. Call (512) 401-5608
with questions.

Concordia University hosts
its Fourth Annual Nature Fest, a
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week-long event including tours
of Concordia’s nature preserve,
guided bird watching, presen-
tations and more, every day
through Saturday, April 13. Visit
concordia.edu/naturefest for the
schedule of events.

April 12
The 16th Annual Leander

Chamber of Commerce Golf
Classic begins April 12, 10 a.m.,
at Crystal Falls Golf Course, 3400
Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander.

Find details and registration

information at leandercc.org.

Enjoy a free concert
in the park by cover band
Suede, April 12, 7 p.m. to
9:30 p.m., Elizabeth Milburn
Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd.,
Cedar Park. Visit cedar-
parktexas.gov for more
information.

Latin music artist Marco
Antonio Solis performs at
H-E-B Center at Cedar Park
Friday, April 12,7 p.m., 2100
Avenue of the Stars, Cedar
Park. Find tickets and infor-
mation at hebcenter.com.

Way Off Broadway Com-
munity Players presents the
comedy thriller “Anybody
for Murder?” Fridays and
Saturdays, 8 p.m. April 12
until May 4, 11880 Hero Way
West, Leander. Visit wobcp.
orgor call (512) 259-5878
for information and tickets.

April 13

Leander residents, bring
your non-hazardous waste
to the city’s 2019 Residential
Spring Cleanup, April 13,8
a.m. to 2 p.m., 607 Municipal
Dr. Visit leandertx.gov for
details and the list of items
that will be accepted.
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AUTISM from page A1

Mindy, Delia, Charlie and Sean Minto in one of their favorite family photos from a few years ago. The children are 15 and 12 now.

those diagnosed with autism fall on infinite
points along a scale of development, from
the lowest to the highest functioning and
everything in between.

The family cost

The average family spends $42,000 a
year on services and additional living and
medical expenses, never mind the endless
hours spent caring for their autistic child.
“And so you look at the caregivers, too, they
need people to be aware so that they have
the respect and the compassion and the
dignity that they deserve. Because they're
working their asses off 24/7 with these
kids”

Mindy and her husband take care of
their emotional, mental and physical
needs with weekend getaways and jogs in
the neighborhood.

For Charlie’s sister Delia, they go out
of their way to make sure she gets special
one-on-one time whenever possible. “But
we also tell her, sometimes she has to miss
stuff” explained her mom. “That’s the
reality of it. I don’t think she knows any dif-
ferent... She’s really independent.”

Delia loves Charlie and is his fiercest
defender. The two enjoy a normal sibling
relationship, although Delia would dis-
agree and tell you it’s not normal because
Charlie is her best friend.

Mindy understands in part people’s
misconceptions of her son. Charlie, “looks
like a 12-year-old boy and he doesn’t have
any visible differences. So it’s hard for peo-
ple to understand what it is... Before this,

I was as ignorant as anybody else when it
came to understanding special needs.

Autism’s lessons

Life with Charlie has taught her and
her family, “compassion and empathy.
Completely. He has absolutely taught me
to accept differences.”

She knows, too, that others can learn
the same lessons by using one simple tool.
“Ask questions. Ask me anything. I'm never
offended with questions,” said Mindy.

“I'd rather somebody ask me a question
like, “‘Why is your son flapping?’ Or ‘Why
does he make that noise?” Or ‘Why is he
jumping?”

“Any kind of communication would be
better than staring or being rude. Ask me
a question... Or ‘How can I help?,” adding
that, “Some people might not want to be
asked questions. I love it”

Helping others

Life with Charlie also inspired Mindy
to follow an unexpected career path, and
she founded both Spectrum Sitters and
Spectrum Ed, businesses aimed at families
living with kids on the spectrum.

The former provides babysitters spe-
cifically trained to care for children on the
autism spectrum and the latter helps to
connect families with educational support
services.

“I've had clients tell me, ‘We have not
ever in 18 years been able to go out,”
explained Mindy. “And it’s because you
can’t just hire a 16-year-old... You need
somebody that understands (autism) and
respects your kid, and treats them with
respect and compassion.”

Whereas Spectrum Ed has, “trained
professionals that work on the behavior
side to set the kid up for academic suc-
cess.”

Progress

Charlie has experienced considerable
growth in the seven years since his diag-
nosis. He recently became potty trained
and appears to be able to read, though, his
mom adds, “We don’t know what his intel-
lectual ability is because it’s hard to test a
kid like (Charlie).”

Still, she explained, “He’s very tech
savvy. He can do anything and everything
on a computer, iPhone or iPad.”

Charlie’s parents expect to be caring
for their son in one form or another for the
rest of their lives. This year he has started
to learn vocational and life skills as part of
his schooling with the goal of independent
living when (and if) possible.

“My main goal for him eventually is to
be a fully independent, functioning adult.
What that looks like, I don’t know... He’s
always going to have autism,” said Mindy.

“A constant struggle to balance”

Another Steiner Ranch mom shares her
story of living with autism. Kristina and
Ryan Ritchie have three kids Chase, Jillian
and Graham, ages 11, 10 and 7. Graham
has autism.

“Autism has changed our family,”
explained Kristina. Graham had to be
switched to River Ridge Elementary from
Steiner Ranch Elementary in order to be
enrolled in their Early Learning program,
which means having two kids at one school
and one at another.

“My older two are really sad they don’t
get to go to school with their brother,” she
said. “But it’s what is best for our son so
we've made the best out of it.

“We still have to hire a babysitter to
attend sporting events... so we can give
our other two the undistracted cheering
section they deserve,” Kristina continued.
Graham’s autistic behaviors mean that the
family is often split up and, “Life often-
times feels like it revolves around our son
with special needs.”

It’s important to Kristina that others
understand the challenges and sacrifices,
which may be invisible to bystanders. “I
won'’t sugar coat it. We live with a constant
struggle to balance,” she said. “But we try
tirelessly to make sure our other two kids
get all the attention, love and opportunities
that they deserve.”

Chase and Jillian, like Charlie’s sister,
have grown up looking out for their broth-
er. “Our life is lived on high alert. Our older
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two kids have had to become protectors,
little therapists and teachers at a young
age,” said Kristina.

They are also witnesses to a public
that can be unkind and insensitive to
their son’s special needs. One day while
at Randalls supermarket, Graham had a
tantrum because he was denied a movie
from Redbox.

As he lay on the floor melting down,
Kristina said, “My daughter heard some-
one call her brother ‘Obnoxious’ That is re-
ally tough, because our kids see our whole
family, and especially our son, working
hard every day to help him communicate
better”

Hopes for increased awareness

Kristina, like Mindy, hopes that sharing
her story will increase awareness, as her two
oldest kids, Chase and Jillian, were able to do
at River Ridge during an Autism Awareness
assembly for students.

“For me, the end goal for Autism
Awareness is kindness, lack of judgement,
acceptance of our differences, being com-
fortable with differences and embracing and
supporting families and children affected by
autism,” explained Kristina.

In addition, Kristina was grateful that her
kids were given the opportunity to advocate
for their Graham, their family and them-
selves.

After all, as Kristina explained, “They say,
‘To meet one person with autism is to meet
one person with autism, and that couldn’t
be more true. Every child is very different,
which is why they call it a spectrum.”

Kristina could not be more proud of her
unique son. “Our son is an amazing boy. He’s
worked harder in his seven years of life than
some people have in a lifetime. He sees the
world differently, and because of that we do
too!”

“Autism has taught us all to be better
people,” she emphasized. Despite the hard-
ships, “We are all more thankful for all of the
little moments that are truly magical in life. I
know I am a more grateful, optimistic person
because of autism.’

Though as a mom, Kristina said that if
she, “could take away some of the struggles
he has, I would in a heartbeat. But I would
never change who he is. He is adored and
loved beyond belief for exactly who he is””

Both Mindy and Kristina work every day
for a world that is kinder to their kids, wheth-
er typically developing or living with autism.

And while both see what logistical
support is still needed for theirs and other
families living with autism — whether more
early intervention, government funding or
something as seemingly simple as summer
camps and after school programs — their
primary goal is a more compassionate, un-
derstanding society.

Kristina recounts the words spoken by
a third grader at the RRE assembly. “Don’t
stare, just care. She hit the nail on the head
with that phrase. Just care.”

MOUNT KILIMANJARO TRIP

By MADISON PHARIS

Special to the Hill Country News

raised money online for Miracle
Foundation — founded on Moth-
er’s Day in 2000 by another local
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David Lesniak’s group of nine climbers summited Mount Kilimanjaro in March,

raising more than $20,000 for local charity Miracle Foundation.

Alocal business executive
formed a team to conquer Mount
Kilimajaro, raising $20,000 for
charity in the process.

David Lesniak, a resident of
Northwest Austin who lives within
the Leander ISD school zone, is
CEO of Austin-based business
process outsourcing services com-
pany Personiv. Lesniak and eight
members of the company’s man-
agement formed a group intent on
climbing the famed mountain —
actually a dormant volcano — in
the African country of Tanzania.

The group began its trek on
March 2 and summited the moun-
tain six days later on March 8.

“All nine of our team were able
to make it to the top successfully
thanks to the superb program
guides provided by the African
Walking Company,” Lesniak said.

Part of the motivation for this
trek came from Lesniak wanting
to reward his senior management
team of eight with the special
trekking experience, as it had been
considered a bucket list item for
many.

Lesniak wanted to do more so
with this trip he decided to also
raise money a charity. His fund-
raiser, called “Trek for a Cause,”

resident, Caroline Boudreaux.

The charity provides life chang-
ing care to orphaned and vulner-
able children globally and with a
strong presence in India. Sharing
Austin roots and support for com-
munities in India brought these
two organizations together.

“To date, we have raised over
$20,000 to benefit this Austin
non-profit,” Lesniak said.

To prepare for the Mount
Kilimanjaro journey, the Personiv
team trained for six months, with
Lesniak running some 3 miles
nearly every morning and hiking
20 miles each weekend through
the Steiner Ranch neighborhood
where he has lived for more than a
decade.

The Personiv team was made
up of Lesniak, Michael Murphy,
CFO, Paulo Cheung, EVP opera-
tions Philippines, Fredricks John,
EVP operations Coimbatore India,
Vishal Bora EVP operations Guru-
gram India, Lydia Adams VP mar-
keting and communications, John
Nichols VP account management,
David Graham VP client services
and Matt Wood senior program
manager.

See CLIMB page A1o
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House passes legislation
to reform school finance,
property taxes

The Texas House of Representa-
tives on April 3 approved much-an-
ticipated legislation written to revise
the state’s public school finance
system. The vote was 148-1, and the
bill now moves to the Senate for
consideration.

House Bill 3 would increase pay
for public school classroom teach-
ers, librarians and other full-time
personnel and also would enable
property tax relief. Primarily au-
thored by House Education Commit-
tee Chair Dan Huberty, R-Houston,
joint authors include Reps. Diego
Bernal, D-San Antonio; John Zerwas,
R-Richmond; Ken King, R-Canadian;
and Alma Allen, D-Houston.

HB 3’s estimated net cost would
be $9.5 billion, covering the fiscal
biennium that ends Aug. 31, 2021.

In addition to pay increases and
incentives, HB 3 would reduce re-
capture and enable some $2.7 billion
in property tax relief. The legislation,
among its general provisions, chang-
es the order in which the Foundation
School Program is financed so that
state-available school funds would
be applied before locally generated
property tax revenue.

After the House voted, Gov. Greg
Abbott applauded lawmakers for
their work and said, “Texans are de-
manding meaningful reforms to our
school finance system, and today’s
passage of HB 3 in the House is a vi-
tal step toward that goal. By reducing
recapture, investing more money in
our schools and in our teachers, the
Legislature is making changes that
will have a lasting impact on our
education system, and more impor-
tantly, our students.”

State Rep. Gina Hinojosa, D-Aus-
tin, chair of the House Democratic
Caucus Special Committee on
Education, in an April 3 news release
called HB 3 “the bill we have been
working for”

“To the teachers who dedicate
their working lives to our kids, who
for too long have been under-appre-
ciated and unheard: We hear you,
and this bill is for you,” she said.

“In February, House Democrats
put forward our Texas Kids First
Plan. We laid out a number of key
priorities for our vision for the future
of public education in Texas. Today, I
am pleased to say that this bill incor-
porates most of those priorities.

“House Bill 3 is an example
of what happens when we come
together — Democrats and Republi-
cans — and instead of fighting about
our different visions, speak honestly
about what we want and what we
can achieve together. We can expect
and can tolerate no less,” Hinojosa
added.

Both houses must agree

Meanwhile, the Senate Finance
Committee on April 3 unanimously
approved a budget bill that matches
the House’s appropriation on two of
the session’s top priorities: educa-
tion finance and property tax reform.

Areport filed by the Senate News
Service points out that while the
House and Senate have settled on $9
billion in additional funding toward
those priorities, exactly how the
funds would be spent is still up for
debate.

Senate Finance Committee Chair
Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, said,
“We continue to negotiate this issue
with the House, but both chambers
have now reached $9 billion set aside
for whatever agreement we reach.”

Revenue increase noted

State sales tax revenue totaled
$2.6 billion last month, an amount
9 percent greater than the amount
calculated for the month of March
2018, Texas Comptroller Glen Hegar
announced April 2.

The comptroller’s office reported
increased collections in all major
economic sectors, including retail
trade, information services, oil and
gas and restaurants. “Much of the
increase stemmed more from con-
sumer spending rather than business
spending,” Hegar said.

Furthermore, total sales tax
revenue for the three months ending
in March 2019 was up 7.3 percent
compared to the same period a year
ago, according to agency statistics.

RRC marks anniversary

On March 31, 1919, the Texas
Legislature enacted a statute giving
the Texas Railroad Commission
regulatory authority over the oil
and gas industry in the Lone Star
State.

Railroad Commissioner Christi
Craddick wrote an April 1 editorial
commemorating the milestone.
Among the points she made was
that the commission’s well-plug-
ging program is hitting historic
numbers. In fiscal years 2018-2019,
the Texas Legislature set a perfor-
mance goal for the agency to plug
1,958 abandoned wells. However,
Craddick said, the commission is
on track to plug about 3,000. Crad-
dick pointed out that funds to plug
the wells come from fees paid by
the energy industry, not from Texas
taxpayers.

— Compiled by Ed Sterling of the
Texas Press Association
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OPINION

Ted Cruz asks whether the FAA is
too close to the aviation industry

.S. Sen. Ted Cruz has called for an
l l investigation into why the Federal
Aviation Administration certified
the Boeing 737 Max and whether the
agency is getting too close to the corpo-
rations it regulates. The Texas Republi-
can is right.

After two of the new 737 Max air-
planes crashed, aviation regulators
around the world grounded the planes.
The FAA took longer to do so, and Cruz
said at a speech to the Texas Lyceum
that’s a concern. Cruz held hearings on
the state of aviation safety in his role as
chairman of the Senate subcommittee
on aviation and space.

We expect regulators of our most im-
portant industries to minimize red tape
that can choke commerce. And we also
expect regulators to remain indepen-
dent of the industries they oversee and
to create firm, fair rules that protect the
public. Because as Cruz warned, public
safety is paramount, but so is the trust of
the flying public.

At issue with the 737 Max is that Boe-
ing included a new software system that,
according to media reports about initial
reviews of the accidents, pilots couldn’t
override in the same way as prior ver-
sions of the plane. Pilot training materi-
als didn’t include training on overriding
the software system.

“Why didn’t they require training of
the pilots to understand this system,”
Cruz said at the Lyceum conference.

He said he has “questions about agency

MIKE SIEGEL/SEATTLE TIMES/TNS

Boeings first 737 MAX, the Spirit of Renton, takes off for its first flight on January 29, 2016. Since then, two high-profile
crashes have put Boeing and the 737 MAX in the midst of global controversy.

capture, about the FAA getting too close.
Look Boeing is a huge job producer, a
huge supplier”

Cruz also said he’s in favor of passing
a bill to fund more infrastructure proj-
ects, and he’s hopeful a bill could pass
because of bipartisan support in an oth-
erwise sharply divided Congress. He said
a bill is an opportunity for Texas to get
a larger share of federal infrastructure
funds at a time of rapid growth, and a bill
could allow lawmakers to reduce some
regulations that slow down construction
of roads and pipelines.

“My priorities are, No. 1, Texas needs to
get our fair share. The money needs to flow
where the need is. The population is grow-

ing like crazy, the jobs are growing like
crazy, the energy is growing like crazy, the
commerce is growing like crazy,” he said.
We'll leave for another editorial
speculation about whether meaningful
infrastructure legislation is possible
in Washington just now, but it’s worth
pausing on the senator’s points about
the FAA. This kind of government work
doesn’t grab as many headlines, but it’s
crucial to public trust. Getting to the
bottom of precisely what is happening
with this jetliner and why is the essential
task we ask of officials in Washington. Air
safety needs to be a bipartisan issue.

— Reprinted with permission from the
Dallas Morning News

Scott W. Coleman | Editor & Publisher
Zach Smith | Sports Editor

LETTERS POLICY

M Reader letters are welcome and will
be run as soon as possible after they
are received.

M Letters must be limited to 350
words or less. “Thank you” letters must
be no more than 300 words.

B The Hill Country News reserves the
right to reject letters deemed libelous,
in poor taste, solicitous, or produced
on a mass basis.

B Anonymous letters will not be
published. Please include an email
address, city of residence and
telephone number for verification.

Send letters to:
USPS Hill Country News, P.O. Box

1777, Cedar Park, Texas 78630
EMAIL letters@hillcountrynews.com

EDITORIAL CARTOON

MY VIEW

Tax time: Better to laugh than cry

ax season is upon us, which gives
Tus a choice: Laugh or cry. I choose
to laugh.

Dave Barry offers useful advice for
getting through this trying time:

“It’s income tax time again, Ameri-
cans: time to gather up those receipts,
get out those tax forms, sharpen up that
pencil, and stab yourself in the aorta.”

You got that right, Dave! For the sin of
being self-employed, I spend hours nav-
igating a sea of receipts, which I share
with my CPA, who tells me I owe $5,000
more than I feared I would.

That’s why this quote from an anony-
mous pro athlete resonates with me:

“I want to find out who this FICA guy
is and how come he’s taking so much of
my money.

Officially, FICA stands for the Federal
Insurance Contribution Act tax, which
funds Social Security, Medicare and Med-
icaid for some 60 million beneficiaries.

TOM
PURCELL

GUEST COLUMNIST

Unofficially, I believe FICA is a Latin
term for “hammer,” and the govern-
ment uses that hammer to bludgeon the
self-employed who have even modest
success.

Herbert Hoover presided over the
stock market crash that signaled the
Great Depression, but he got this one
right:

“Blessed are the young, for they shall
inherit the national debt.”

In February, the U.S. posted the larg-
est budget deficit in its history, adding to
our already unimaginable debt. Some-
body has to pick up that tab. And that
“somebody” will be the young.

DREAMSTIME/TNS

The deadline for filing tax returns with the IRS is Monday, April 15.

Though polls show most millennials
favor socialism, Dan Bennet offers hope
that they’ll come to their senses as those
massive bills come due:

“There’s nothing wrong with the
younger generation that becoming tax-
payers won't cure.”

Two quotes posted on the IRS website
particularly agitated me:

“Taxes are what we pay for civilized
society” — Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.,
U.S. Supreme Court justice

“The power of taxing people and their
property is essential to the very existence
of government.” — James Madison, U.S.
president

Hey, Ollie, I don’t mind paying taxes
for a civilized society. It’s paying for the
uncivilized part that grates on me. And
Jimmy, I'm happy our government exists,
but does it have to be so big?

Three of our thinkers make great
sense, though:

“What the government gives, it must
first take away.” — John S. Coleman

“What is the difference between a
taxidermist and a tax collector? The taxi-
dermist takes only your skin.” — Mark
Twain

“The best things in life are tax free.” —
Joseph Bonkowski

The great Will Rogers’ wit and wisdom
is always helpful at tax time:

“It costs 10 times more to govern us
than it used to, and we are not governed
one-tenth as good.”

“The income tax has made more liars
out of the American people than golf”

“The difference between death and
taxes is death doesn’t get worse every
time Congress meets.”

I wish you and all Americans the best
of luck as you sort through receipts and
curse about never-ending tax obliga-
tions.

Here’s an old joke to help cheer you
up:

The IRS commissioner is on a D.C.
sidewalk. A mugger jumps out of an alley
and says, “Give me all your money!”

The commissioner says, “You can’t do
this to me! I run the IRS”

“In that case,” says the mugger, “give
me all of MY money!”

— Tom Purcell is a nationally-syndicated
humor columnist and author of
“Misadventures of a 1970’s Childhood.”
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MY VIEW

Why are
we so bad
at science?

JOHN L.
MICEK

GUEST COLUMNIST

hat do most Americans know
about science? If a March 28
Pew Research Center poll is to

be believed, not nearly enough. And ata
time when knowledge and facts are under
assault as they have not been in recent
memory, that’s a problem.

On the upside, about eight in 10
respondents to the new Pew poll knew
that increase resistance is one of the big
concerns about the overuse of antibiotics.
And more than three-quarters know that
an “incubation period” is the time when a
person has an infection — but isn’t show-
ing any visible signs of it.

But only about four in 10 people were
able to correctly identify the main com-
ponents of antacids. Those are “bases.”

And I'll admit,
I'd forgotten that

"There are o
striking In general,

. “there are strik-
differences

ing differences in
levels of science

in levels knowledge by ed-
. ucation, as well
OfSClenCB as by racial and
ethnic group,’
k n OI’Uledg e Pew researchers
1 found. “Men tend
by edMCClUOI’l, to score higher
as well as than women
. on the science
by racial knowledge scale,
and ethi’lic but gender dif-

ferences are not
consistent across
questions in the
scale”

And here’s the finding that sticks out:
Pew researchers found that “political party
groups are roughly similar in their overall
levels of science knowledge — although
conservative Republicans tend to score
higher on the scale than do their more
moderate counterparts.”

That matters because scientific issues
of huge importance now inform our policy
debate.

In Pennsylvania last week, for instance,
a self-described “climate contrarian” who
acknowledges that human activity is heat-
ing the Earth, but who — unlike a majority
of scientists — also believes the potential
consequences are overblown, got a star
turn before the state House’s oversight
committee on environmental issues.

Despite a scientific consensus to the
contrary, Gregory Wrightstone, a geologist
with ties to the natural gas industry, spent
an hour arguing that increased carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere is a good thing.

Encouragingly, based on a December
2018 Morning Consult/Politico poll, more
Americans find such views as Wright-
stone’s total poppycock — even with that
knowledge gap identified by the Pew poll.
They agree that climate change is caused
by human activity and they’re concerned
by the consequences.

More than two-thirds of respondents
to the Morning Consult/Politico poll were
concerned about the results of last year’s
National Climate Assessment, which says
climate change could cause billions of
dollars in economic losses.

But less than half the Republican
respondents to the poll said they were
worried about its findings, compared to
87 percent of Democrats and two-thirds of
independents.

And Republican respondents to the
poll were “about as likely to consider Pres-
ident Donald Trump” as credible on envi-
ronmental matters as they were scientists.
Trump, by the way, expressed skepticism
on the study by the government’s own
scientists.

And this is where science education
comes into play.

While there’s a renewed push by both
policymakers and educators to stress the
importance of “STEM” education (or Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and Math),
the data suggests we still have some catch-
ing up to do.

In 2017, Pew researchers found that
American students tended to fall into the
middle of the international pack on math,
science and reading, according to one
worldwide benchmark.

Given that, it’s not surprising that the
Pew poll finds that greater levels of scien-
tific fluency correspond with greater levels
of education. Americans with a post-grad-
uate degree, for instance, got about four
more questions correct than those with a
high school diploma or less, Pew found.

So what’s the cure?

It’s on the media to fill in gaps in
knowledge — seven in 10 respondents to
a 2017 Pew Poll got their information from
press accounts. And ditto for museums.

62 percent came across their information
that way in that same 2017 poll.

It’s often said that those who fail to
learn from history are doomed to repeat
its mistakes. The consequences of failing
to pay heed to science are even greater.

— An award-winning political journalist,
John L. Micek is the Opinion Editor and
Political Columnist for PennLive/The
Patriot-News in Harrisburg, Pa.

group...”
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FAITH COMMENTARY

Don't settle, your
promise is ahead

MARK
BROWN

FAITH COLUMNIST

ometimes in life we fight the wrong battles, or we've
S been on a road for so long we settle and never reach

our destiny. Don't settle for mediocre when God has
prepared greatness for you. In fact, we can miss destiny
when we have not followed through on what the Lord has
spoken. Others settle because it is taking too long. And
some, simply because they do not understand the bigger
picture. You have others who do not listen to the Lord and
think their way or what they have is more than enough.
Settling is your enemy.

In Deuteronomy 1:6, Moses was speaking and told the
children of Israel “You have stayed at this mountain long
enough.” Have you been at your mountain long enough?
Are you accustomed to settling?

Sometimes we get used to settling. It can stem from
pain, frustration, fear of the unknown, failure and rejec-
tion. God wants you to know it is time to move on. It is
time to reach for higher. It is time to open the gates of the
potential that lies inside.

The Bible tells of a time, God sent an angel to a man
name Gideon. He said, “You mighty man of Valor” In that
moment, God was speaking to Gideon’s purpose not his
pain. At this time Gideon was hiding and making food for
his family, yet the angel of the Lord called him by who he
was in Christ, a mighty man of valor. Even in our lowest
moments, we are who God says we are.

What has the Lord put on your heart that you have
set aside? What do you know deep down on the inside
you have not acted on? In the bible there were ten brides
waiting for the bridegroom. While the ten waited, their
lamps began to go out and only the five wise took extra oil.
The other five had to go back, leave their waiting place and
buy extra oil. While the five foolish brides were away, the
bridegroom came. They were left behind. They didn’t plan
for the bridegroom to be late.

Are you prepared for the dream God placed in your
heart? Are you ready to see promise fulfilled? Is there
anything God keeps speaking to you, to step out on — but
you continue to ignore it? I guarantee if the five foolish had
the opportunity to do it all over again, they would have
invested into more oil.

What God has put on your heart, act on it. He knows ex-
actly what, where, why, and how. Settling is saying — God
your plan is not good enough. It’s saying I know more than
you. No, God has already laid out what He has foreseen.

God’s timing is impeccable. He is flawless when it
comes to plans for our life. In the bible, Elijah was on a
journey and an angel of the Lord came and woke him up.
The angel told Elijah to eat, for the journey is long. He was
telling Elijah, you need more than what you think. God will
prepare you and instruct you. Do not settle. On the other
side of your obedience is someone who is waiting on your
gift to the world.

Settling prohibits us from reaching our full potential.

It produces language like “almost” and “why didn’t I,
instead of “I obeyed the Lord.”

Settling is the enemy’s method of stealing and robbing
your time, vision, purpose and potential. Refuse to settle,
but for God’s best. People are waiting on you and all that
God has pre-ordained you to be and live out. What God
has for you is greater than you have seen before. The
opinion of others never alters what God has already spo-
ken. The Bible tells us some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we will trust in the name of our God. Don’t
settle.

You are loved, approved, appointed, anointed, over
coming, victorious, highly favored, and reaching your
destiny.

— Mark Brown is senior pastor of Faith City Church (www.
gofaithcity.org).

FAITH CALENDAR

Apri| 11 Mary Catholic Church, 1101 West

The Methodist Reading New Hope Dr., Cedar Park. Dinner
Club gathers to discuss “The for adults is $10; dinner for chil-
Potluck Club; by Linda Evans dren over the age of 2 is $5. Visit

FAITH

FAITH COMMENTARY

the rising of the sun and a hot cup of coffee (one

Splenda and a splash of cream, please). Reaching
into a wicker basket that sits beside the front door, I
pick up two leashes and attach them to Toby and Moe,
the little mutts who have been in charge of our home
for almost a decade.

Out the door we go, and “neither snow, nor rain, nor
heat, nor gloom of night stays us from the completion
of our appointed rounds.” These rounds include the
pups “doing their business,” of course, but there is also
a necessary and enlightening bit of exercise. The exer-
cise is for all of us, and the enlightening is my own, for
my canine pals always teach me a lesson: Pay attention
to your world.

The three of us can walk for half an hour along
the same sidewalks we have covered hundreds and
hundreds of times. We can take new, twisting trails into
the nearby woods. We can do laps around the yard. It
makes no difference, the dogs always find something
new to sniff, to see, or to investigate.

Their world — our world — is a cacophony of dis-
covery.

I want to live my days like they take a walk, bound-
ing out the door each morning, my lease on life
renewed. I want their incurable curiosity, searching for
the unexpected in the routine. I want to learn to chase
butterflies, to eagerly meet people along the way, and
to stop and listen for what is barely audible over the
horizon.

Like them I probably need a yank on my leash from

E very morning I follow a ritual as inevitable as
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Pay attention to your world

RONNIE
McBRAYER

FAITH COLUMNIST

time to time to keep me from danger, or from getting
into a big mess. I'll need to be told to “Shhh... be easy,
now,” more than once. But the occasional correction or
misstep is better than allowing the years to rob me of
the simple joys of seeing, hearing, exploring, and being.

And when each day is done, and I've spent the energy
I have, like them I want to come home happy, eat well,
drink cheerfully, curl up with those I'love, and fall into
the deep sleep of blessed assurance. A little scratching
behind the ears wouldn’t be so bad, either, would it?

Yes, this is the lesson I am learning on these daily
walks: Take it all in. Soak it all up. Be “grasped by what
cannot be grasped, and be changed by what cannot be
reached.” The act of exploring, of being open to what-
ever is next, of welcoming whatever is around the bend
even though you don’t know what it is, isn’t a bad way
to approach the world.

As Turkish novelist and Nobel laureate Orhan
Pamuk says, “Dogs do speak, but only to those who
know how to listen.” Figuring out how to listen — both
to our dogs and to all that is around us — might be the
greatest lesson we ever have the opportunity to learn.

— Ronnie McBrayer is a nationally-syndicated columnist
and the author of several books.

OBITUARY

Luca Nathaniel De Marco left this
world all too soon on April 3, 2019.
He was 23 years old.

He was a most beloved son and
brother that even in his darkest days
brought joy and laughter to his fami-
ly. He loved life and he loved people.
Luca did not know a stranger. He
worked hard, cherished his fami-
ly, and cherished his friends. His
many worldly accomplishments in
his short but well-lived life include

brothers and baby sister, and fight-
ing his fight for as long as he could to
be close to his family.

Near the end Luca lived two lives
as many with mental illness do. He
lived one life of hope with a dream
to return to UT and graduate, marry
awoman he loved, and have babies,
and serve God. He also lived a
second reality with a brain that went
against those dreams and made him
struggle daily.

going to UT Austin business school,
working three jobs and taking ACC
classes with a 4.0 grade average to
get there, being involved in campus
ministries, and being involved in
church.

His many spiritual accomplish-
ments include loving everyone

LUCA NATHANIEL DE MARCO
1995-2019

regardless of race, background, or
social status, providing laughter and
joy to those around him, loving and
coaching kids, defining love to his
then single mom, adoring his two

He no longer struggles but is now
with his Creator and Lord whom he
cherished more than anything. He
will forever be remembered for the
joy and laughter he brought to all
who knew him. May he finally rest
and live his “enlightened” life in
peace.

Shepherd, Thursday, April stmargaretmary.com.
11, 6:30 p.m., Cedar Park First .
United Methodist Church, 600 April 14

W. Park St. Visit cpfumc.org for
more information.

April 12
The Knights of Columbus
host a Friday Fish Fry each week
during Lent, 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.,

Live Oak Unitarian Univer-
salist Church hosts its annual
spring campout, April 12 to
April 14, Cedar Breaks Park,
Georgetown. The campout
features a potluck on Saturday.
Visit liveoakuu.org for informa-
tion and reservations.

in the Benish Center, St. Margaret

Level: Intermediate

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into
nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then
you’ll love sudoku.
This mind-bending
puzzle will have you
hooked from the
moment you square
off, so sharpen your
pencil and put your
sudoku savvy to the
test.
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Call

512-259-4449
to advertise your
church in this spot.

CALVARY CHAPEL
LEANDER

We would love to see you!

SUNDAY MORNINGS « 10 AM
WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

JOIN US AS WE STUDY VERSE BY
VERSE THROUGH THE BIBLE
Meeting at Winkley Elementary
2100 Pow Wow, Leander
calvaryleander.com « 512-298-9224
Aaron Eichelberger, Pastor
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McDONALD’S LISD ALL “A”

AKkin Elementary
Grade 4
Molly Abernathy
Madeline Asbell
Ambika Ashok
Naomi Baker
Lilla Barbay
Tess Benkendorfer
Sophia Benton
Santiago Brinks
Izabella Espericueta
Audree Foster
Addison Freeman
Aditri Gilakattula
Alexander Green
Sophia Groff
Venkat Gunupuru
Batool Haider
Zoya Hasnat
Daniel Hong
Nithya Kadiyala
Eisa Khatri
Luiza Lamberti
Cotliarenko
Sharanya Mandava
Alise Martin
Aubrey Martinez
Bennett Michels
Madeline Mohney
Cordin Nguyen
Robert Perkins
Matilda

Prado Saravia
Cody Rodgers
Stetson Smiley
Landri Smit
Gabriella Suhajda
Ryan Thomas
Trinity Thompson
Sanjay Thunga
Cameron Tjaden
Shiven Uppuluri
Nanda Valath
Lakshitha

Vengadeswaran
Drew Wells

Grade 5

Travis Bird

Eeva Chick

Violet Copeland
Mary Cunningham
Emma Dahlvig
Ashrith Dodla
Jonah Fletcher
Sunandita Ganesan
Sofia Garcia

Kai Gouner

Riley Guthrie
Marley Harrison
Austin Horne
Tyler Jordan
Hope Kim

Ritvik Koneru
Dhyani Mavani
Morgan McDaniel
Camila Prado
Nasreen Qawiyy
Ernesto Ramirez
Caysie Row

Jacob Sainz
Kinsley Suchomel
Hailey Thompson
Allison Walker
Travis Walker
Savannah Woods

Bagdad Elementary
Grade 4
Fernanda Benitez
Raphael De Oliveira
Andres

Estrada Gonzalez
Danielle Gilbert
Augustus Kirk
Jay Valdez

Grade 5
Brynn Berg
Linzy Canales
Aisha Guyton
Clayton Hunt
Jordan Ibarra
Lauren Kernan
Sofia Rubio
Italy Sage
Layla Sandoval
Sofia Vera

Block House Creek
Elementary
Grade 4
James Ackerman
Milan Benavides
Hayden Berry
Jacob Bradshaw
Jaice Corbin
Chloe Cumberledge
Kylee Dippel
Aidan Filby
Marlee Hakanson
William Hall
Gibson Hebert
Rhilynn Hughes
Bethany Johnson
Michael Johnston
Hendrix Keller
Matthew Kenney
Huckleberry Layport
Elizabeth Lee
Justin Lee
Madelyn Lemley
Gibson Lewis
Isabella Mueller
Tera Mungia
Amelia Ogden
Grace Rieger
Ivar
Riemenschneider
Aiden Scarborough
Chase Skemp
Kamryn Tatum
Brooklyn Topping
Sophia Turquette
Lily Walsh
Emma Ward
Olivia Weber
Sofia White

Grade 5

Lucy Allison
Emma Belliveau
Lincoln Bellsey
Emma Carver
Ayson Cascio
Broderick Corneille
Tyler Dresser
Sabrina Erixon
Adrian Faudoa
Danielle Gerace
Gavin Guerrero
Savenah Harper
Layne Hashbarger
Violetta Hebert
Brenna Hoffman
Dane Jensen
Andrew Kim
Walter Lane
Savanna Lee
Preston Marzolf
Austin Matos
Krista McManus
Caralyn McWilliams
Matthew Miller
Margaret Paschal
Dylan Pendell
Hannah Philpot

Riley Reckaway
Melissa Richards
Paxton Rickenbacker
Daniel Rybarski
Jadyn Salinas
Benjamin Schwartz
Jacob Shifflett
Madelynn Siege
Autumn Spohn
Reagan Vicars
Nicole Wright

Camacho
Elementary
Grade 4
James Anderson
Bailey Bell
Bailey Bromley
Jasmin Allanah
Bulos
Eileen Craig
Yaretzy Curiel
Charlee Fernandez
Benjamin Foronato
Brooke Frushour
K’lyana Gil
Simon
Guinn-Towery
Scarlett Herrera
Aiden Kolb
Willow Mallory
Angelina Martinez
Elliot Moore
Gabriella Nolan
Caroline Phelan
Jude Pickett
Alexis Plewacki
Jonah Royall
Abigail Sanchez
Elena Slaton
Alexa Tosh
Kylie Woody

Grade 5

Anna Alba

Caleb Alexander
Brayden Becvar
Ava Grace Burill
Andreas Christou
Kailey Gallegos
Alannah Garza
Hailey Gass

Mya Guevara
Kaleb Hill
Kayleigh Howard
Felicity Hutchison
Hannah Jones
Torin Kelcourse
Claire Lin

Caden Niemann
Jeremiah Saldana
Addison Steward
Kayla Swartz
Jazlene Valdez
Mary Wood

Cox Elementary
Grade 4

Anwitha Bandapalli
Ethan Bergeron
Lauren Blanton
Okairy Borunda
Caeden Campbell
Kylie Coburn
Jesus Corpus
Michael Cyr
Megan De Bruyn
Mihir Deshmukh
Kella Donahue
Bruce Fowler
Shelby Garcia
Evie Heath
Hyunwoo Hwang
Christopher Irvine
Blake Kekelik
Yunha Lee

Taylor Long

Finn Mueller
Abigail Norling
Chad O’Dell
Elizabeth Osborn
Kieran Paegle
Jackson Phillips
Christian Rodriguez
David Santos
Audrey Seale
Katerina Stumpf
Ishaan Upadhyaya
Clairebella Vargas
Hazel Wamsley
Ryan Wieland

Grade 5
Madison Abbott
Ayen’ene Adeleke
Marcus Alonzo
Comia
Braelon Deloatche
Kaley Duffey
Michael Evans
Anna Flores
Gracie Garcia
Taylor Hopkins
Daniel Ibarra
Jennavee Jensen
Elleanor Johnson
Amare Jordan
Athena Le
Avery Long
Rose Maillart
Graham Miller
Namson Nguyen
Bennett Patton
Tyler Remmell
Avery Seale
Aiden Sharpe
Aubrey Spellman
Christopher Teal
Layla Tyler
Sean White
Cole Wineinger
Chenxiang Xu

Cypress Elementary
Grade 4

Abigail Blair
Anjali Carl
Kingston Doran
Marin Dudo
Madison Dysart
Evan Faulhaber
Colin Ferguson
Alexis Fisher
Lexi Gotcher
Addison Hodson
Jacob Jackson
Samuel Jezreel
Lara Jones
Weston Kendrick
Hanniyah Khan
Morgan Korndorffer
Christian Lambert
Brayden Lin
Kyle Lind

Romy Magruder
Kaylee Marsh
Addison Mayo
Sadie Mayo
Kendyl Meyer
Zvonimir Misura
Logan Moore
Dominic Naylor
Lily Nyhus

Ruby Owen
Kaden Padilla
Jackson Poole
Jay Poynor

Miyao Qu
Emily Roman
Jaxon Sallade
Isaac Scherer
Soumya Singh
Vienna Tran
Allie Tseng
Lucas Viloria
Autumn Wallace
Brandon Washburn
Lauren Wicker

Grade 5
Benjamin Akers
Caroline Berdan
Nathan Cox
Evan Daly

Ryan Daugherty
Hadley Ellis
Jonah Garner
Benjamin Gilsbach
Griffinn Giltrap
Noah Gray

Julia Gutschow
Valerie Hall
Maxwell Hamburg
Marshall Harvey
Katelyn Hughes
Rachel Jezreel
Kate Jones
Joshua Kim
Taylor Lam
Natalie Le

Marie Lemke
Katherine Liu
Stephanie Manoel
Riley Mast
Madison Monroe
Sadie Parson
Max Riley
Adriana Ruano
Grace Slaughter
Jacob Slaughter
Kimberlle Sosa
Carly Swanson
Andrew Wang

Deer Creek
Elementary
Grade 4

Julian Amico
Maria Andrianova
Leah Cho

Riley Cole
Olivia Common
Rock Crockett
Hudson Cuevas
Abigail Davis
Torben Endl
Joseph Gaudreau
Nathan Grant
Colton Ham
Audree Hearnsberger
Maddox Jameson
Jonah Johnson
Dana Jung
Thomas Kemp
Jackson Kendall
Dylan Kim
Christopher Lo
Eliot Madsen
Hayley McDonald
Emma McDougal
Kyla Mitchell
Tia Mittra

Micah Morales
Sophia Morris
Anika Neroth
Talan Neubauer
Natalie Nguyen
Audrey Ramirez
Eliza Roberts
Dylan Runco
Omotayo Segun
Christian Sexton
Kaitlyn Tran
Maddox Vu
Zoey Wingler
Dylan Yeager

Grade 5
Collin Adams
Britta Anderson
Holden Apperley
Calista Berlin
Rodrigo Bodek
Paulina Bodek
Vincent Cao
Alexander Chaplin
Reid Cummins
Gabriella Daugherty
Avani Eckert
Merritt Edge
Cole Elliott
Luke Ferguson
Ryan Fontaine
Katherine Foster
Yaksh Grover
Beatriz

Heredia Fuentes
Elliott Hexter
Ava Holmes
John Huling
Claire Johnson
Hayden Johnson
Chansong Kook
Hayden Lee
Noah Levy
Grant Ludtke
Lyla Lusk
Jake Madsen
Kyra Malmros
Juliana Materazzi
Skylar McFarland
Valeria Morales
Sophia Morgan
Anika Mueller
Nathan Murray
Satvik Palagummi
Miley Pinkston
Vaughn Preslar
Nicolas Ramos
Jack Schupbach
Layla Schwager
Nhu Tam Shafer
Angelina Shifrin
Addison Simon
Archer Smith
Kacie Spahr
Art Su
Benjamin Thai
Aerin Tryals-Meyer
Carter Venteicher
Regina Whitfield
Cecilia Wijaya
Gavin Wood
Jayden Yeoman

Faubion
Elementary
Grade 4
Ananya Atre
Julie Ferguson
Victoria Harangus
Michael Heflin
Alexandra

Lugo Cardona
Harper McCormick
Catherine Tyrpak

Grade 5

Kyler Briones
Maggie Brown
Rocco Catalena
Amber Ferguson
Tiana Gjonaj
Emma Mitchell

Lola Niedzialkowski
Sophia Shaw
Alissa Smith
Kristi Tabor

Giddens
Elementary
Grade 4

Caylee Curtsinger
Violet Dunnam
Chloe Edwards
Henry Frazier
William Gauquier
Mason Knott
Vincent Lavoie
Joshua Mann
Piper Neises
Thienn Peterson
Lanie Saunders
Madison Schaefer
Lucian Shows
Avery Sinclair
Abigail Tristan
Jacob Zapalac

Grade 5

Madison Al Jamal
Miriam Alonso Ortiz
Toriana Bazaldua
Nathan Beck

Tang Chen

Chase Davis
Logan Deville

Zoe Effenberger
Dominic Flores
Johnny Holdway
Kissiah Holdway
Zycoreya Jefferson
Scott Knight
Keaton Martin
Xavier Molina
Isabella Parry
Mark Paschall
Jared Ramos
Soniya Rasaili
Olivia Scoglio
Christopher Serrano
Jade Stevens
Sophia Straus

Knowles
Elementary
Grade 4

Humberto Becerra
Andrew Bui
Harrison Burroughs
Seth Dermanci
Jeremiah Jones
Marcos Lerma
Kurtis Haniel Milan
Max Moore
Kayden Pennock
Nataly Rangel
Marilyn Rutschman
Indira Sengupta
Mikaela Yanez

Grade 5
Lorna Basey
Aiden Berinsky
Elizabeth Blackmon
Diego Carrillo
Colby Driskell
Jillian Fowler
Carson Frank
Isaiah Fuentes
Javier Garcia
Isabella Hall
Scarlett
Hernandez-Reyes
Jackson Horn
Grace Kennedy
Gabriel Lerma
Addisyn Lewis
Harmony Markie
Courtney Martch
Abdoul Mbaye
Brady Miller
Maya Molina
Daelyn Montes
Marco
Moreno-Escobedo
Olivia Oseguera
Stephanie Reyes
David Rodriguez
Hailey Valdez
Christian
Vasquez Ruiz
Emily
Vidals-Tebbano
Warner Young

Mason Elementary
Grade 4

Maya Abercrombie
Aahil Ali

Gabriel Avila
Joshua Becker
Killian Byrd

Lydia Chin
Carolina Flores
Ryan Gomez-Ferree
Rowan Jones
Nikolai Mabry

Zen Mahoney
Jayden Martin
Nataly Nguyen
Caitlyn Peconga
Anastasia Preocanin
Saharsh Reddy
Nora Schlung
Shaun See

Mary Shammas
Logan Willson

Grade 5
Jessa Angelo-Willson
Eamon Claggett
Jocelyn Jimenez
Justin Kelly
Aayaan Khoja
Ethan Lahti
Soren Leavitt
Zavian Maredia
Lincoln Matte
Andrea

Pastrana Morales
Ella Roseberry
Casey Rothenbury
Heidi Sloan
Danielle Terrell
Kaira Vance
Chloe Weave

Naumann
Elementary
Grade 4
Clarissa David
Maximus Gomez
Gavin Gonzales
Zoe Kunzel
Ashley Masters
Isabella Sedillo
Emmett Stone

Grade 5

Jaylee Agnew
Rheagan Burns
Kieran Butler
Alyssa Cheng
Kyra Cox

Mary Anne Gohean
Jason Gonzales
Paige Gorenc
Leilani Ibanez
Taylor Lambert
Grayson Lerche

Sophie Levano
Raymund Lin
Addison Losurdo
Gage Meservy
Caleb Montoya
Allie Natho

Jack Nauert
Sibley Oster
Loic Pehrson
Grant Rogers
Kaia Saffel
Jackson Springer
Everett Taylor
Addison Thorpe
Obianuju Udoye
Nicole Williams

Parkside
Elementary
Grade 4
Zain Afzal
Mia Alcala
Jaxon Allen
Christopher Aluko
Sarah

Amorim Oliveira
Hannah Armstrong
Joonhee Bae
Kaitlyn Barton
Sydney Bersin
Megan Bleakley
Claire Carnett
Aiden Cary
Yuju Cheon
Mallory Chester
Mariah Collins
Lena Cramer
Allison Cummings
Leila Edwa
Adan Espinosa
Elizabeth French
Immanuel Gibbs
Michael Giebelhaus
Varshini Gonuguntla
Abigail Gray
Sarah Gregory
Sahasra Guda
Vaishnavi Gudimella
Ashvith Gurram
Alyssa Hall
Mckenna Hartnett
Megan Haynes
Finley Heinrich
Hallie Heitzmann
Gabriella Hernandez
Bailey Higginbotham
Reese Hile
Anna Hold
Amanda Hollowell
Lilyan Howard
Tarun Jaishankar
Kalia James
Shriyan Junnuthulla
Kaushik Kelkar
Jacob Koester
Ethan Leverenz
Sahana Mahendran
Vishnu Mahesha
Logan McKee
Zachary McQuiddy
Mia Merz
Adelle Moore
James Moseley
Divij Sai Nalla
Kieran O’Hara
Janycia Otero
Srihitha Papisetti
Christian Peters
Breely Pietzsch
Alexander Pittman
Jeremiah Poldrack
Vyshnavi Rayapati
Isaac Sanchez
Ramin Sanjana
Addison Schielein
Brady Sellers
Boaz Shen
Ryker Sieber
Greysen Simpson
Jaxon Slimp
Sophia Smith
Cole Stokes
Jacob Stoops
Alan Suh
Parnika Sai Taluru
Angela Thella
Nikitha Thomas
Sarah Thomas
Chase Tsai
Dean Walton
Jaidyn Warren
Logan Washam
Violet West
William Whitten
Ram Rakshith
Yellapareddy
Jaehee Yoon

Grade 5
Jonah Abraham
Jessica Aldrich
Shreenidhi Anand
Tarini Anantha
Quincy Azel
Nathaniel
Bartholomew
Riddhima Bavanla
Deacon Bell
Brett Bello
Katherine Bennett
Prahaas Bokkisam
Nethra Bommidi
Olivia Brown
Aiden Burrichter
Joseph Bury
Hansika Buyyani
Cristian Caro
Mae Carter
Charleston Cash
Yashwanth Challa
Hudson Chester
Kamryn Curtis
Garrett Gabriel
Alexia Garcia
Bojidar Geshev
Maanas Gondipalli
Mason Gonzalez
Anthony Gordon
Arya Goyani
Landon Griffith
Shareen Haider
Mckenzie Hecht
Jackson Heiss
Marin Heitzmann
Reed Henson
Lillie Jackoskie
Arya Jain
Ethan Jones
Yuktasri Kalichetty
Anika Kaparthy
Camden Keppler
Sienna Koller
Aiden Lafevers
Priyanshu Lal
Madeline Logan
Kevin Mitschke
Thanvi Mudde
Deetya Mutupuru
Trey Nielson
Kaya Nimety
Tae Sung Oh
Jaime Park
Caroline Pearson
Christian Pearson
Meghasyam
Pentakota
Ashley Perez

Charlotte Polnaszek
Shrenik Reddy
Ishanee Sengupta
Darbi Shawhan
Abigail Shen
Surya Shiva
Grant Simmons
Brody Smith
Lance Snow
Katie Stacer
Mackenzie Swan
Roopesh Tangudu
Chloe Taylor
Brandon Troller
Hudson Webb
Caleb Weikum
Lincoln Wheelwright
Addison White
Joshua Wicketts
Luke Worley
Nityasri

Yarram Reddy
Yeosang Yoon
Fakheri Zayed

Plain Elementary
Grade 4

Daniel Bauer
Christian Derouen
Anelle Giron
Jason Jurrells
Lyla McBride
Jackson Meekma
Mariam Mohamed
Denim Moore
Caidan Murphy
Rhianna Orbeta
Joshua Parsley
Graham Radcliffe
Makayla Rudsell
Adelina Salikhova
Landon Smart
Josie Wang
Madelyn Woods
Christopher Zapata
Enoch Zuniga

Grade 5
Aislynn Ambrose
Rex Austin
Bailey Bagwell
Nariana Briggs
Yeicob

Calderon Melendez
Elizabeth Chaison
Robin Davis
Eliana Dodge
Rayleigh Ellzey
Megan Fortin
Alexis Frank
Crystal Franklin
Caden Garcia
Grant Honea
Alexa Janse Van

Rensburg
Lillie Kuhlman
Michael Lane
Zoey Leonelli
Aiden Lopez
Melina Mcgirr
Adriana

Ortiz Figueroa
Emily Owens
Kaycee Pollard
Oliver Remmler
Cecilia Rodriguez
Mia Rosas
Jaxson Spinks
Brian Stokes
Lily Sullivan
Elyssa Swenka
Ian Thomas
Aeyana Villanueva
Madison Walker
Gabriel Wiseman

Pleasant Hill
Elementary
Grade 4

Jlynn Acuna
Michaela Bailey
Serena Banh
Ethan Brewer
Kylie Connally
Kayden Costilla
Sean Decaussin
Jacob Ferrera
Jake Feulner
Carter Frith
Caleb Hawkins
Emma Hayes Storie
Presley Henson
Kambry Jackson
Paven Johnson
Jeffrey Kelly
Evyn Kidd
Drake Krause
Jalynn Lacey
Sydney Lacey
Devin Langley
Ella Lukes

Cora Maley
Kate Mathews
Bayleigh McGee
Megan Morris
Maya Mraz
Kaitlin Noeth
Miranda Paredes
Avery Ralston
Eric Rose
Kailey Searles
Austin Shumaker
Peyton Thompson
Melissa Tran
Sharon Vincik
Evangelyn Young
Sasha Zarang

Grade 5
Chloe Allen
Ryder Allen
Morgan Berkley
Brandon Gottner
Braelyn Henson
Allisa Hernandez
William Jones
Kyli Kraft
Hannah Kramer
Noah Latta
Abraham Ly
Riley Murray
Kaiden Nelson
Kaleb Nelson
Tran Nguyen
Nada Nour
Magnus-Krister
Olavesen
Weldon Stasny
Andrew Steed
Raegan Thomason
Sarah Toledo
Delaney Vannoy
Amelia Vickers
Camryn Wilson

Ronald Reagan
Elementary
Grade 4
Kristen Gianna
Baugbog
Maia Bland
Nathan Boze
Skylar Brain
Mason Capesius
Larsen Chizick
Ali Dadashazar
Sophia Feng

HONOR ROLL - 3RD 9 WEEKS

Chloe Fields
Preston
Froelich
Shreshta
Gangadi
Jackson
Holecek
Alessia Hurst
Amara Hurst
Suchan
Hwang
Kris Jaiswal
Hannah Lee
Scott Lee
Evan Nguyen
Cameron
Pietrzak
Addison
Young

Grade 5
Abigail Allan
Brendan
Banek
Lauren Barlow
Blake |
Browder I
Evalina
Carrillo- I
Acosta |
Jivitesh I
Challagulla
Macsen I
Compuesto I
Jacob I
Deshotel
Caleb Filla |
Danielle I
Flores I
Leslie
Galindo- |
Mendoza I
Kieran
Gangatirkar
Amaris
Gorlick
Angela
Hamby
Aaron Huang
Caelin Hunter
Wilton Jiang
Emerson
Joyner
Finley Joyner
Dayeon Kang
Aiden Key
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Clayton

Larremore
Hudson Le
Ethan Lee
Mtisunge Matengula
Grant Matlock
Chase McEwen
Issabella Medina
Tejas Moogala
Sohwi Moon
Saahi Naraharasetty
Vaughn Nelson
Christine Nguyen
Gabriel Paredes
Tanisha Paul
Erin Schneider
Ellie Shoup
Zoe Smith
Riya Thakkar
Gabriella Thiakos
Aiden Tucker
Norah Vanderzanden
Michael Vangeli
Mark Wojcik
Ivan Young

Reed Elementary
Grade 4
Sandra
Abrego-Arias
Taylor Anderson
Leah Balagia
Grant Bergman
Violet Crowley
Quinn Davis
Edgar Flores-Silva
Maria Galarza Rizzo
Zachary Garza
Aubrey Glynn
Sonia Grogono
Isabel Jimenez
Tanya Kale
Angela Kwon
Chloe Lee
Riley Lynch
Mia Maginel
Yaretzi Martinez
Ashlyn Miller
Donald Nguyen
Christian Oviedo
Aarushi Patel
Evan Reich
Sonny Rositas
Grace Torn

Grade 5
Hiram Aguilera
Alisha Bhandari
Mackenzie Burger
Hannah Fargason
Amy Garcia-

Gonzalez
Anabella

Germano Cabrera
Antonella

Germano Cabrera
Evelyn Hillhouse
Josia Jaquinet
Aisley-Rose Lantz
Jonathan Little
Mazin Lohrstorfer
Tyler Lynch
Lucia

Medina Hernandez
Emrie Murray
Faith Pacelli
Mallory Pecjak
Josephine Robinson
Avi Salomon
Cooper Strempel
Andrik

Trejo Alvarado
Aldo Vicharelly

Rutledge
Elementary
Grade 4
Patricia

Asensio Rosillo
Amanda Beeler
Addison Bogue
Riley Caller
Ethan Chang
Zumayel Chowdhury
Brody Copple
Taylor Culver
Liliana Dominguez
Leah Drake
Ciaran Englishby
Olivia Esselman
Ella Fazio
Emerson Hager
Avery Hernandez-

Newcomb
Emily Huang
Claire Kellington
Jasper Kim
Andrew Klemett
Sanjay Krishnan
Dev Kurlekar
Brendan Lellis

Ava Limon

Shuchang Liu

Owen Maguire

Kaylin Miller

Kavin Mistry

Ena Morjan

Andrea Morris

Ines Murguia-Loyo

Marcos Nigaglioni-
Jimenez

Chloe Oakford

Micah Peterson

Asher Pinon

Alice Schuh

Nameer Sikder

Quinton Szczytowski

Parker Traweek

Lane Tripp

Kira Tyurina

Gabriela Vargas

Siddharth
Vishwanath

Karter Wilde

Chan Yeong Yun

Grade 5

Rimsha Ahmed
Lexie Anderson
Alyssa Applegate
Aliza Azam
Kayliana Bippus
Roman Callow
Brynn Case
Aditya Chakrabarty
Lauren Chiles
Layli Coover
Abigail Copple
Darby Devore
Bennett Eivens
Kennedy Erickson
Kaitlyn Erway
Marisol Gamoneda
Brie Ann Genzer
Jillian Guest
Alexandra Harper
Lucas Hong
Yunseo Hong
Ainsley Insall
Tahlan Jackson
Andres Kippar
Charles Koonce
Cameron Lacek
Katherine Lee
Lucas Lee

Sophia Lin
Reagan Lindsey
Lisa Lule

Claire Massey
Abigail McCord
Ryan Meath

Cj Milligan

Saura Mistry
Laila Nahvi
Natasha Nahvi
Salma Nahvi
Trinity Nguyen
Oran O’Brien
Andrew Perry
Ethan Perumalla
Anirudh Rao
Baran Salehjahromi
Brynn Schomaker
Fia Shoyer

Brian Soon

John Stratton
Rikita Veluru
Syler Vu
Madalyn Wallace
William Wied
Cody Yount

Ji Min Yu

Westside
Elementary
Grade 4
Audrey Brown
Natalie Bucchin
Luke Cardwell
Christian Chmiel
David Cooper
Lucy Forbes
Capri Garrisi
Melia Garza
Aryana Jahadi
Payton Jones
Delaney Luther
Hailey Martinez
Valentin Michel
Eli Mills
Ashley Payton
Sarina Shahid
Lily Tillerson
Vincent Wu

Grade 5

Kenzie Anderson
Michael Bailey
Alexander Becerra
Allison Bisbee
Hudson Brewer
Nathanael Cochren
Brock Copeland
Kirsten Copley
Isabella Estill

Madeleine Fritts
Cayda Gormley
Charlotte Griffin
Yasamine Hayes
Mckenzie Killion
Nikolas Kundivich
Andrew Lozano
Tiffany Ly
Vanessa
Maeder-Olaiya
Avani Mehrotra
Michael Moracchi
Sean Mukherjee
Hope Richardson
Zachary Warmerdam
Wyatt Wilks
Lucy Zittrer
Ava Zuniga

Whitestone
Elementary
Grade 4
Hillary Brasseaux
Mia Brasseaux
Lukas Charles
Ella Curry
Evan Davis
Joaquin Diaz

De Leon
Jackson Garner
Angus Gilbreath
Jackson Hart
Tanner Hoffman
Alexander

Hutmacher
Riley Jackson
Emma John
Jaiden Kim
Evan Linden
Jose

Marquez-Ramon
Micah McCaughey
Natalie Nwoko
Armaan Shah
Max Smedley
Lars Sunde
Ariana Tower
Jensen Tower
Isabel Walters

Grade 5
Aislynn Bartell
Logan Beaman
Lucy Boyd
Harrison Brower
Ryan Brunker
Priscilla Burton
Tara Clark
Michael Coe
Viara Doichev
Adrienne Donjuan
Jaydin Duran
Hudson Ellis
Maxwell Evans
Carmen

Fajardo-Banda
Cambria Hall
Taylor Hurtado
Bradley Kasper
Alyssa Kato
Emily Klaer
Garrett Lamm
Nathan Margason
Chase Milne
Griffin Murray
Avery Newman
Madison Nguyen
Hannah Orozco
Payton Ortega
Allanah Owens
Kendall Petrini
Evan Pickrell
Madeleine Pressler
Madison Riccio
Apple Rivera
Anthony Schutz
Kensley

Seaman Smith
Ava Sebring
Kaitlyn Sheely
Angela Simmons
Ava Tannehill
Tyler Vaughn
Nicholas Wheeler
Austin Wikstrom
Nicholas Winton

Winkley
Elementary

Grade 4

Isabella Ballenger
Kelsey Bell Vasquez
Katie Bird

Leela Brockway
Justin Castro Chaves
David Curtis
Addison Dishongh
Connor Fox

Hailey Gardiner
Genevieve Garza
Reese Hamilton
Marshall Hammond
Hayden Harper
Brendan Hicks
Madelyn Huling

Taylor James
Evan Josselet
Madison Kellum
Brittney King
Presley Lawson
Caleb Livingston
Wesley Lo

Julia Lucas
Nicolas Lucio
Walter Majewski
Landon Maxwell
Kate Melanson
Juliet Miller
Rachel Murray
Aria Nguyen
Thomas Norwood
Mary O’Bryan
Gavin Patterson
Joel Petty
Vincent Phan
Khloe Quinn
Abigail Roberts
Abigail Ruiz
Kate Salazar
Gabrielle Schneider
Caleb Song
Aiden Stewart
Reese Stoner
Marcus Thompson
Aiden Varkey
Jordan Vestal
Taylor Vett
Celia Weir

Colt Whisenant
Emily White
Connor Worley

Grade 5
Troy Acevedo
Bailee Allen
Elijah Anderson
Jackson Arnold
Kylee Arnold
Niah Barger
Bryker Bell
Sierra Bigini
Cameron Braun
Emily Brooks
Abigail Cannon
Macy Cepeda
Haley Christensen
Charlie Cook
Colin Crow
Justin Dinh
Connor Duncan
Carter Elam
Gage Faglie
Riley Freeburg
Liam Gaither
Evan Gonzaga
Nicolas
Gonzales Castro
Victoria Gordon
Ethan Guess
Maliyah Heinz
Addison Heller
Anya Henson
Harrison Herst
Avery Hruzek
Nikki Hubbard
Cayla Jacobs
Jessica Jantz
Nicholas Jas
Brandon Joseph
Colin Knauf
Riley Laws
Skyler Le
Madelyn Lee
Jaxon Leiva
Braeden Lott
Brayden Maracchini
Sophia Martinez
Rowan Merchant
Dylan Molidor
Mason Montgomery
Tyler Moorman
James Morton
Jenessa Nagel
Brendan Nichols
Jace Outlaw
Benjamin Parker
Aidyn Passe
Anh Pham
Akshay Rao
Luis Ruiz Williams
Dilraj Sandhu
Madison Saraiba
Kase Schneider
Mason Scott
Peyton Sisson
Clara Sparks
Scotland Strader
Zoe Sturdevant
Maria Sustaita
Enrique Tapia
Morgan Thomas
Emma Tolman
Jackson Trimble
Nikko Turner
Maya Vaughn
William Weibel
Carlie Williams
Mary Young
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The eighth and final season of HBO's Game of Thrones premiers this Sunday at 8 p.m.

By STEVE JOHNSON

Chicago Tribune

In the end, the Night King will reign su-
preme over Westeros, and all of the humans
who tried to resist him will be converted
into those proto-zombies known as White
Walkers, sad trombone.

Sorry, no, that’s wrong. When it is all
over, when the epic battle of battles has been
fought, Sansa Stark will be left occupying
the Iron Throne, saddened over the loss of
so many friends, family members and even
worthy enemies but nonetheless deter-
mined to rule what remains of humankind
with compassion and resolve, moderately
triumphal bugle cry.

Or, wait: It’s the Clegane brothers, the
Hound and the Mountain, once mortal ene-
mies, who will emerge from the coming test
of tactical mettle as survivors and co-sover-
eigns on this side of the Narrow Sea. Their
champion at tournaments — and commer-
cial sponsor — will, of course, be the Bud
Knight, no trumpet notes necessary.

What I'm trying to say here is that A)
everything sounds better with a horn section
and B) almost anything could happen when
“Game of Thrones,” HBO'’s sprawling epic
about dragons, monarchy and the gratu-
itous nudity they inspire, comes back to our
screens April 14 and then, five weeks and six
episodes later, goes away again forever.

Like Jon Snow back in the early years of
“GoT, when he was but a handsome illegiti-
mate lad on a frosty inter-tribal carnal lark, I
know nothing. And I can give away nothing
in these coming paragraphs that will taint
your viewing of the wrap-up of this eight-
year sword opera splayed across an imagi-
nary Middle Ages.

But like any decent “GoT” follower, I
suspect things. I hope for things. But I do not
know.

And not knowing, to my way of thinking,
is a good thing. You can go deep into the
corners of the internet to find wildly enter-
taining fan theories: Ned Stark is really alive
thanks to a body switch engineered by the
faceless men. This whole story we have wit-
nessed is actually from the writings of Sam-
well Tarly, and he is, by the way, yet another
secret Targaryen. Speaking of Targaryens,
Daenerys is a Mad King-in-waiting.

...like any decent “GoT” follower,
I suspect things. I hope for things.
But I do not know.

Or you can sit back and revel in the ride,
experience, perhaps for the last time, televi-
sion the way television has historically been
presented: one episode at a time, over time.
This way, anticipation can build, characters
(and actors) can grow and change, and a
great number of us can afterward stand
around water coolers of the thirst-quenching
or metaphorical kind and enjoy this broadly
shared storytelling experience, one of the
few cultural commonalities that remains to
us. Oh, and without the temptation to binge
watch, we can all report to work the next day
without telltale eye bags.

There are a few important things that we
cannot help but know about this season.
For one thing, the show is building toward
a super-mega-battle that will make even
Season 6’s “Battle of the Bastards” look
modest. The 11-week filming of this battle
and the endurance it required of cast and
crew is one of the few plot facts that HBO
has allowed the actors to talk about, and it
is “expected to be the longest consecutive
battle sequence ever committed to film,”
Entertainment Weekly said in an exclusive
report from the set.

This will be, to one degree or anoth-
er, the “Winter Is Coming” battle that the
whole series has been pointing toward, the
one where the Night King’s frozen undead
armies from the North plus his newly un-
dead zombie dragon try to take over from
those petty, perpetually feuding humans
situated south of them. Given their docu-
mented venality over seven seasons, many
of these particular bipedal persons may not
particularly deserve survival, but viewers
should have a rooting interest in it, none-
theless, grounded in basic Darwinian theory
and unapologetic speciesism. Also, I think
we all root for the Starks, not counting Bran,
who is the Dorne of the Starks.

This battle will most likely come in
Episode 5 of this season’s six, partly because
“GoT” has a history of doing big things in
penultimate episodes, partly because we
have been told that episode was directed by
Miguel Sapochnik, who was so masterful
with the Battle of the Bastards (which aired
in a penultimate episode). Sapochnik also
directs the season’s third episode, but that
just seems too soon for the show’s equiva-
lent of the World Series, Wrestlemania and
Waterloo wrapped into one. Both episodes,
incidentally are about 80 minutes long, like
the other two of the final four episodes.

We know that a top HBO executive has
said the showrunners D.B. Weiss and David
Benioff delivered an ending that will be
“dramatically satisfying and emotionally
satisfying” to fans.

“Satisfying” probably means a human
being and his or her kind will emerge
victorious, in one way or another, again
for unabashedly speciesist reasons. But
given the “Thrones” history of tinkering
with main-character lifelines and audience
expectations, “satisfying” could very well
mean we'll end up with a big surprise on
the throne. Rather than the expected Jon
Snow and/or his lover/aunt Daenerys, it
could well be a Tyrion Lannister in the big
knifey chair. Perhaps his sister Cersei will be
ensconced in a revolutionary co-monarchy
with her perpetual glass of wine.

Or just maybe the good people who remain
will get together and decide the traditional
system of hereditary feudal rule is inherently
unfair to the peasant classes and antithetical to
the idea of a meritocracy and now is the time
to give agrarian socialism a true chance.

We don’t know what to expect from
some of the show’s wild cards — figures
who have receded into the background but
just may return in the final season. What

HBO

of Melisandre, ageless and red, off to some
foreign isle, ostensibly to recruit allies? And
Brandon Stark, whose forays back into time
would seem to allow him to maybe, possi-
bly, alter current events? And what about
the direwolves? I miss the direwolves.

We do know a few things from the Season
8 trailer. We learned Arya has apparently
continued on her assassinary ways rather
than, say, going off to study the classics at
university. Jaime Lannister, last seen finally
abandoning his treacherous sister/lover to
join the fight for humanity up by Winterfell,
has enough of a beard that he looks like an
investment banker just starting in his new
career at the microbrewery he funded.

We didn’t learn much about Tyrion or
Sansa, except that they are, at some point,
still alive in the season. Ditto for time-travel-
ing mystic and wet blanket-to-drama Bran;
the answer, he always seems to be trying to
tell us, lies right where I am looking, in the
middle distance.

We also learned that Dany and Jon are
seemingly still an item. They hold hands
together. They approach the two living drag-
ons together. Apparently nobody has told
them what Bran and Samwell and viewers
now know, that Jon is really a Targaryen and
rightful heir to the throne and that Dany is
really his aunt. Oh, and that Jon is not ille-
gitimate, but rather the product of a secret
marriage. Even if they had been told, it may
not have mattered, because in the lore of the
series, Targaryens marry Targaryens.

But, really, it’s not necessary to know
any more. I came across a new promotional
teaser, just out this week, showing a certain
important place in the series in seeming
ruins. You can look it up if you want, but it
is a thing I really wish I did not know as I
prepare to watch.

At its best, “Game of Thrones” has
been rollicking storytelling that you can
enjoy without thinking about it as a cli-
mate-change allegory, without wondering
which character derives from which histori-
cal monarch, and without having or wanting
to work hard to stay ahead of the plot.

Itis enough to know that winter is here,
and the battle shall be joined, and maybe
spring is coming?

The new season starts this Sunday, April 14,
at 8 p.m. Central.

MOVIE REVIEW

Upbeat and sarcastic ‘Shazam!’ feels young at heart

By RAFER GUZMAN

Newsday

Even by the standards of mid-1970s
television, the CBS superhero series
“Shazam!” was pretty hokey stuff. The
story of Billy Batson, a teenager who can
become a superhero by uttering a magic
word, “Shazam!” suffered from low-impact
action sequences and one corny-looking
suit — a vaguely Greco-Roman combi-
nation of golden boots, white cape and
red jumpsuit. The characters were barely
even one-dimensional: The superhero,
confusingly named Captain Marvel, was
little more than a gleaming smile; his men-
tor, played by Les Tremayne, was named
Mentor.

“SHAZAMY”
L.

CAST: Zachary Levi, Asher Angel, Jack
Dylan Grazer

DIRECTOR: David F. Sandberg

RATED: PG-13 (some strong violence
and disturbing imagery)

RUNNING TIME: 132 minutes

Jack Dylan Grazer and Zachary Levi in‘Shazam!’

All of this makes “Shazam!,” the latest
Warner Bros. adaptation of a DC Comics
property, an unexpected choice to release
in 2019. Where can this slice of American
cheese fit in among the dark and snarky and
sometimes even nasty superheroes of today?

What “Shazam!” has going for it is the

WARNER BROS. PICTURES

youth and innocence of its hero. Billy, played
by an engaging Asher Angel, is just 14, barely
pubescent. A serial foster-home kid, he’s
taken in by the Vasquezes (Marta Milans

and Cooper Andrews, both wonderful), who
oversee a warm little nest filled with mul-
tiethnic chicks, most notably bright-eyed

Darla (Faithe Herman), galumphing Pedro
(Jovan Armand) and brainy Eugene (Ian
Chen, slightly stereotyped). Billy forms his
strongest bond with Freddy, a wiseacre with
a damaged leg played by a show-stealing
Jack Dylan Grazer. We know, though Billy
doesn’t, that this will be his family.

Billy becomes a superhero in the
darnedest way: A wizard (Djimon Honsou)
simply summons him and names him the
guardian — or “champion” — of the world.
It's not the most compelling origin story,
but the movie makes it work by playing up
Billy’s bafflement, especially when he finds
that he has suddenly become a grown adult
(Zachary Levi) wearing a rather gaudy-look-
ing costume. Freddy, a superhero fan, helps
Shazam (for that will apparently be his
name) test out his new powers in a series of
enjoyable, “Jackass”-style stunts involving
power tools, fire and bullets. (The freewheel-
ing direction is by David F. Sandberg; Henry
Gayden wrote the kid-friendly script.)

“Shazam!” has some surprisingly dark
moments involving its villain, Dr. Thaddeus
Sivana (Mark Strong), who was turned down
by the wizard as a child and — understand-
ably — has been fuming about it ever since.
Sivana wreaks some very real havoc on peo-
ple, slightly unbalancing the movie’s other-
wise light tone. Overall, though,”Shazam!”
is a welcome antidote to the usual brooding
DC fare, an upbeat superhero movie that
feels young at heart.
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS SOCCER

SPORTS

Rouse can’t break through in overtime loss to College Station

By ZACH SMITH

Hill Country News

For more than 80 minutes, the Rouse
girls’ soccer team was arguably the better of-
fensive team. The Lady Raiders just couldn’t
break through.

Rouse’s season came to an end Tuesday
night in the Area Round of the playoffs after
a 1-0loss to College Station in extra time.
The Lady Raiders outshot the Lady Cougars
7-6 in the playoff match.

“They had some momentum and they
stepped up their pressure on us (in the sec-
ond half),” Rouse head coach Katie Marek
said. “We had a lot of chances and I thought
we dominated the midfield in the first half.
(College Station) came out in the second
half with a little more of a presence. I'm
proud of my girls and the team.”

The early stages of the game saw lots
of physical play in the midfield whiteout
alot of action towards the net. College
Station had the best chance of the first half
31 minutes in when the Lady Cougars got
behind the Rouse defense with a lofted
ball over the top, but the ensuing shot
sailed high.

Less than 10 minutes into the second
half, College Station appeared to have
scored the first goal, but the side judge’s
flag was up signaling offside.

Rouse started to gain more possession
as the second half went on. The Lady
Raiders had good looks at crosses and a
few shots, but none were connecting in the
box. The Lady Cougars had another good
look just before the end of regulation.

Marek said attacker Alivia Sparschu
moved out wide in the second half and

speedy sophomore Sophia Castillo was
free to attack at will, which frustrated Col-
lege Station for a period.

Early in the first extra period, Rouse
goalkeeper McKenzie Hunninghake
charged out of the net and received a yel-
low card and, per high school rules, had to
be subbed off. The College Station penalty
kick was missed.

The Lady Cougars went right up the
middle of the field just six minutes later
and chipped Hunninghake to take a late
lead they wouldn’t give up.

Senior Delaney Carrell was a defensive
and midfield beast for the Lady Raiders,
winning just about every tackle she faced,
dribbling in and out of defenders and
completing passes at a high rate.

See ROUSE page A12

ZACH SMITH

Delaney Carrell and Rouse lost to College Station 1-0in
extra time Tuesday night at Giddings High School in the Area
Round of the playoffs.

TEXAS STARS

ANDY NIETUPSK//TEXAS STARS

Jake Oettinger made 23 saves in his first start at the HEB Center
in the Stars'2-1 shootout win over the IceHogs on Friday night.
Texas is on the outside of the playoffs looking in with three
games left in the regular season.

Stars fighting for
playoff lives with
regular season
winding down

By ZACH SMITH

Hill Country News

If the playoffs started today, the Stars
would be on the outside looking in.

With the regular season in its final week,
the defending Western Conference Calder
Cup representatives need to win three straight
games and get some help for a return trip to
the postseason.

Texas takes on rival San Antonio Rampage
in all three games to finish off the regular sea-
son. The Stars host the Rampage on Wednes-
day night, travel to San Antonio on Saturday
and finish the regular season at home on
Sunday.

The Stars finished March with three
straight wins and started April with a 2-1
shootout win on Friday over the Rockford
IceHogs and lost to Rockford 4-3 in a shootout
on Saturday.

“We've been in the playoff mode for three
weeks,” head coach Derek Laxdal said after
Friday’s win. “Give our guys a lot of credit.
They grinded out a hard-fought win. There’s a
‘never say die’ attitude in that dressing room.
Alot of good, young energy in that room.”

The magic number for the Stars as of
Tuesday is eight, meaning they must win all
three of their final games and get some help
from the teams ahead of them in the Central
Division standings. Texas has qualified for the
postseason in five oft e last six years.

The Stars’ quest continued with a win on
Friday, when Ty Dellandrea scored his first
goal with the team and Jake Oettinger made
23 saves in his first start at the HEB Center.
Brad McClure scored his fourth goal of the
season in the first period.

On Saturday, Joel LEsperance, who re-
cently returned from a long stint in the NHL,
scored his 30th goal with Texas this season
in the first period. The Stars and IceHounds
scored one goal in each of the final two
periods to send the game to overtime and a
shootout.

Texas currently has 80 points in the regular
season. Even with wins in the final three
games, their point total will be the third-low-
est in franchise history.

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

By ZACH SMITH

Hill Country News

compete too.

Round Rock.

ZACH SMITH

Luke Almendarez and Round Rock lost to Stony Point 8-3 on Monday afternoon.
It was the first loss of the district season for the Dragons.

ZACH SMITH

Kam Kelton, center, hit a 2-run home run and Stony Point beat Round Rock 8-3 at home on Monday afternoon. It was the first loss of the district season for the Dragons.

Kelton’s home run powers Stony Point

Kam Kelton’s two-run blast helped boost Stony Point into the
playoff driver’s seat.

The Tigers’ third baseman hit his second home run of the season
and Stony Point handed Round Rock its first district loss with an
8-3 win at home on Monday. The Tigers (7-3) are alone in second
place in District 13-6A.

“Ijust told the kids to go out and compete and give it all they
had,” Stony Point head coach Brandon Creek said. “Round Rock
always has a good program and competes well. But our guys like to

Carter Poulson pitched 6.1 innings for Stony Point. Kelton finished
with three RBIs after driving in another run in the seventh inning.
Jared McKenzie finished with one RBI and scored a run for

The loss snapped a nine-game winning streak for the Dragons.
But playing from behind is nothing new after playing more than 10
teams ranked in the top 20 in the state before district play started.

“We've been hit in the mouth a couple of times this year,” Round
Rock head coach John Carter said. “(Stony Point) had their best guy
back on the mound today. They came out and swing the bat and
played with a lot of confidence.”

The Dragons aren’t letting the loss affect how they approach
the rest of the season. Instead, they're adopting a, “So what? Next
pitch” mentality for when they take the field next.

“We've got to live in the moment,” Carter said. “We know how to
bounce back. The kids are going to come back and give their best
tomorrow and they can’t control anything other than giving their
best. We're resilient”

See BASEBALL page A12

ROUND ROCK EXPRESS

Expectations are high for top prospect Whitley, Express

By ZACH SMITH

Hill Country News

Forrest Whitley was pitching in the
state semifinals at Dell Dimond the night
he was drafted 17th overall in 2016.

The San Antonio native will make his
triumphant return to Round Rock when
the Express, now affiliated with the Hous-
ton Astros, return for their 20th season
beginning Tuesday night against the Nash-
ville Sounds.

“This is the first time I've been here
since (that night),” Whitley said. “To take
the mound here for the first time since
becoming an Astro is gonna be a pretty spe-
cial moment and I'm pretty excited for it.”

In 23 games between Class-A, Class-A
Advanced and Double-A last season,
Whitley finished with a 5-4 record and 2.83
ERA with 143 strikeouts in 92.1 innings. He
was invited to Astros spring training this
season.

He said the biggest lesson he learned is
that every pitcher does things differently.
Whereas Justin Verlander throws a lot of
pitches during a bullpen session, Gerrit Cole
is more selective with how many he throws.

In February of 2018, Whitley was sus-
pended for 50 games for violating Major
League Baseball’s drug prevention and
treatment program.

His goal this year is to stay healthy, and
the title of top pitching prospect in baseball
isn’t changing his approach.

“I feel like there aren’t any biggest expec-
tations than what I put on myself,” Whitley
said. “Any of the outside stuff, in my opinion,
is little smaller. I set pretty stout goals for
myself, so it doesn’t affect me too much.

Whitley isn’t the only top prospect in
the Express’ loaded young lineup. Out-
fielders Kyle Tucker and Yordan Alva-
rez, the No. 2 and No. 3 prospects in the

See EXPRESS page A12

ZACH SMITH

The Round Rock Express is once again affiliated with the Houston Astros, are loaded with top prospects and begin their home
season this week against the Texas Rangers’ affiliate Nashville Sounds.



THEHILL COUNTRY NEWS B THURSDAY, APRIL 11,2019 M A9

CALL OR FAX:
(512) 259-4449
(512) 259-8889 tax

LLASSIFIEDS

PLACE
YOUR AD
TODAY!

CLASSIFIED LINE AD RATES

$14.00 minimum charge for 15 words.

54¢ each additional word.

As low as $8.50 per issue with discounts

for consecutive weeks.

With discounts for
consecutive weeks.

DISPLAY AD RATES

Starting at $16.00 per column inch.

Display Ads are due Friday by 5 p.m.
Word Ads are due Monday by Noon

DEADLINES , fAYMiNT I
Thursday Edltlon re—paymen requlre on a me ads.
[ —

VISA

'AMERIGAN|
Cr EXPRESS Cards

050 290 850 850
GARAGE SALES HOUSE CLEANING HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
JIM'S COOPER’S
FURNITURE CLEANING Employment Opportunity: The City

600 South Bell Blvd.,
(HWY 183) Cedar
Park, warehouse

#201, (behind Jardin
Corona). Closed

Wednesdays.
512-331-4455
www.jimsused
furniture.com

140
BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION

HANDYMAN READY
TO WORK Call Any-
time For Instant Esti-
mate. Bob the Handy-
man 512-745-6809.
Residential & Commer-
cial repairs. HAPPY
CUSTOMERS  FOR
OVER 19 YEARS.
GREAT WORK AT
REASONABLE PRIC-
ES. CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE ESTI-
MATE.

150
ELECTRICAL

| am available for
once a month and
bi-weekly cleaning.
Single story houses
only. References upon
request. Call Nancy at
512-249-8925.

of Leander is accepting applications for
a Crew Leader in the Parks department.
Full details of job duties, qualifications,
and submission process are available on-
line at https://www.leandertx.gov/jobs.
Salary is $17.80/hrly DOQ. EOE

410
FURNITURE

I
JIM'S
FURNITURE
600 South Bell Blvd.,
(HWY 183) Cedar
Park, warehouse
#201, (behind Jardin
Corona). Closed
Wednesdays.
512-331-4455
www_ jimsused
furniture.com

710
HOUSES FOR RENT

Employment Opportunity: The City
of Leander is accepting applications
for a Permit Technician. Full details
of job duties, qualifications, and sub-
mission process are available on-line at
https://www .leandertx.gov/jobs. Salary is
$17.80-$20.83/hrly DOQ. EOE

Employment Opportunity: The City of
Leander is accepting applications for a
part-time Building Inspections Intern for
an assignment up to 12 weeks. Full details
of job duties, qualifications, and sub-
mission process are available on-line at
https://www leandertx.gov/jobs. Salary is

$12.12/hrly DOQ. EOE

en it is convenient
at your home, office,
we're just a click away.

¥

Hiwt, Couveny News

www.hillcountrynews.com
512-259-4449

1703 CANDLELIGHT
DR., Leander. 3bd/2ba.
$1575/month. Call Jakki.
512-567-1949.

NEED AN ELECTRI-
CIAN? No job too
small. Licensed & in-
sured. J. Patrick Rob-
erts, 512-775-7941.
M.E. #6263, T.E.C.L.
#31285.

190
LAWN & GARDEN

ACCENT
LANDSCAPING
Year round
maintenance.
Tree trimming &
trees, shrubs, sod
& beds installed.
512-659-7200.
Accent6770@
sbeglobal.net

CATHEYS
TREE SERVICE
512-573-6187
Removal, trimming,
wood chipping, brush
haul off, land clearing.
www.CatheysTreeService.
com

BMC TREE & LAWN

Mowing, trimming,
weedeating, edging,
blowing, leaf removal.
512-751-8904 Ask for
Barry.

850
HELP WANTED

LOCAL PEST CON-
TROL COMPANY
seeking person for
Admin position. Must
be dependable, punc-
tual, able to multi-task
and handle multi-line
phone. Duties include
scheduling service
appointments from
incoming/outgoing
phone calls. Hours 8-5,
Monday-Friday. Please
forward resume to:

ginger@researchpest.com

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national origin, or
an intention or discrimination.” Fa-
milial status includes children under
the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18.

This newspaper will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll-free
at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for
the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

TexSCAN Week of
April 7, 2019

21.88 acres, Menard/Eldorado. Gently rolling with
beautiful oak tree cover. Whitetail, blackbuck, axis,
hogs, and turkey. $3,450/acre, fixed rate 30 yr. owner
financing with 5% down payment. 800-876-9720,
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com.

EVENTS

Buda Lions Country Fair and Wiener Dog Races,
April 27-28, Buck’s Backyard, FM 1626, Buda, TX.
For more info, visit www.budalions.com.

Hearne — Crossroads Home Town Festival, April 13,
2019, Hearne, TX. Festival opens at 10 a.m., Street
Dance 8-11 p.m. Kids zone, live entertainment, food &
more. www.crossroadshometownfestival.com.

New Braunfels Area Car Club Swap Meet,
April 19-21, Comal County Fairgrounds, 801 E.
Common St., New Braunfels. No dogs please.
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com.

McQueeney — Texas Reptile Expo, April 13-14, 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Lions Club, 3211 FM 78, McQueeney,
TX. Adults $10; $5 for kids under 10. 501-454-9357,
texasreptiles.com.

Mount Vernon — 15th Annual Tour de Cypress Ride,
Sat., April 20. Enjoy a Franklin County weekend of
activities: Bike Ride, Music and Barbecue. 10, 20
45, 52 Mile and 100K rides. Beautiful routes past
Exotic Animal Farm and Lake Cypress Springs.
www.tourdecypress.com.

Seguin — 49th Texas Ladies State Chili Championship,
Sat., April 13, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Max Starcke Park East,
Seguin, TX, Chili, Craft and Food Vendors, Music,
Silent Auction, Raffles, Family Fun! Judging begins
at 12:30 p.m. Sign up to be a judge at https://www.
tlscco.com/chili-judges-needed.html. 830-401-5000,
visitseguin.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

273 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 - Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

ARROWHEADS

Indian Arrowheads Wanted, Point types: Clovis,
Firstview, Eden, Midland, Yuma, Cody, all nice Alibates
Points. Must be authentic, unbroken. Top $$ paid X3.
Call 979-218-3351 or text photos.

CAREER TRAINING

Airlines Are Hiring — Get FAA approved hands on
Aviation training. Financial aid for qualified students
- Career placement assistance. CALL Aviation Institute
of Maintenance, 877-207-0345.

CHARITY

Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT,
www.boatangel.com.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Absolute Public Auction, Houston, TX, Thurs.,
April 11, 2019, 2076 Selden Rd., 9:00 A.M. 150+
Tractors & Trailers, Late Model Conventional
Tractors, Aluminum Vans, Reefers, Tankers, Flatbeds
& More. 409-316-4935, www.taylorandmartin.com,
Texas Auct. No.: 15825, 17454, 17456, 18027, 18031.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing
and producing including non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LLoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800,
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

MISC. FOR SALE

Kill Bed Bugs! Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers, Mattress
Covers, Kits. Available: Hardware Stores, The Home
Depot, homedepot.com.

TRUCK DRIVERS

Be Your Own Boss! Get Paid to See the Country!
Quality Drive-Away is looking for CDL Drivers
to Deliver Trucks! www.qualitydriveaway.com,
574-642-2023.

PUBLIC NOTIGES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Application has been made
with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Mixed
Beverage Restaurant Per-
mit with FB by Lago Quality
Foods LLC dba Baker’s Bar
& Girill to be located at 4616
Rimrock Drive, Lago Vista,
Travis County, Texas 78645.

Officers are John R. Baker,
President; Danny Parrott, Vice
President; and Susanna L.
Issoglio, Treasurer/Secretary.

B
NEEDTO
PLACE A

LEGAL

NOTICE?

Call the
Hitr, Country News

012-259-4449

PUBLIC NOTICE

Leander Independent School District (LISD) is soliciting
proposals for:

RFP # 19MANO0004
Grounds & Landscape Material

The solicitation may be obtained through LISD’s online
procurement system, BID-EZ, at https://bid-ez.ionwave.
net/Login.aspx. Proposals are to be submitted electroni-
cally in BID-EZ no later than 2:00 p.m. on April 23, 2019.
Visit www.leanderisd.org/purchasing for additional infor-
mation on doing business with LISD.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Leander Independent School District (LISD) is soliciting
proposals for:

RFP # 19CJK0002
Propane and Delivery Services

The solicitation may be obtained through LISD’s online
procurement system, BID-EZ, at https://bid-ez.ionwave.
net/Login.aspx. Proposals are to be submitted electroni-
cally in BID-EZ no later than 2:00 p.m. on May 14, 2019.
Visit www.leanderisd.org/purchasing for additional infor-
mation on doing business with LISD.

Notice of Public Hearing

The Lago Vista City Council will hold a Public Hearing
on May 2nd, 2019 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers
at City Hall, located at 5803 Thunderbird St., Lago Vista,
Texas to receive citizen input on the following item:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF LAGO VISTA, TEXAS, AMENDING
APPENDIX A, FEE SCHEDULE, ARTICLE
10.000, PARKS AND RECREATION FEES
TO MODIFY 10.200, GOLF COURSE FEES;
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND, PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

All interested persons are invited to attend.

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION
(AVISO DE ELECCION GENERAL)

To the Registered Voters of the City of Leander, Texas:
(A los votantes registrados de la Ciudad de Leander, Texas:)

Monday, April 29 and Tuesday, April 30

7:00 am - 7:00 pm

Del Lunes 22 de abril al Sabado 27 de abril

8:00 am — 6:00 pm
Domingo NO habra votacion

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m., on May 4, 2019 for voting in the following elections:

Notifiquese, por la presente, que las casillas electorales citadas abajo se abriran desde
las 7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 p.m. el 4 de Mayo de 2019 para votar en las siguientes
elecciones:

General Election: To elect a Council Member Place 1, Council Member Place 3, and
City Council Member Place 5 from the city at large.

Elecccion General: Para elegir un Miembro del Consejo, el Lugar 1, un Miembro del
Concejo, el Lugar 3, y el Miembro del Concejo Municipal, el Lugar 5 de la ciudad en
general.

LOCATION(S) OF POLLING PLACES

(DIRECCION(ES) DE LAS CASILLAS ELECTORALES POR DISTRICTO)

Registered voters of the jurisdictions participating in the May 4, 2019 Election may vote
at any location listed below. 7am-7pm

Los votantes registrados en las juridicciones participantes en la eleccion del 4 de mayo
del 2019, podran votar en cualquiera de los lugares de votacion listados abajo. 7am-7pm

Location Address City Zip

Bartlett Town Hall 140 W. Clark Street Bartlett 76511
Cedar Park Library 550 Discovery Boulevard Cedar Park 78613
Cedar Park Randalls 1400 Cypress Creek Road Cedar Park 78613
Vista Ridge High School 200 S. Vista Ridge Boulevard Cedar Park 78613
Florence City Hall 106 S. Patterson Florence 76527
Cowan Creek Amenity Center 1433 Cool Spring Way Georgetown 78633
Georgetown Randalls 5721 Williams Drive Georgetown 78633
GISD Technology Building 603 Lakeway Drive Georgetown 78628
Williamson County Inner Loop Annex 301 SE Inner Loop Georgetown 78626
Granger ISD 300 N. Colorado Street Granger 76530
Hutto City Hall 500 W. Live Oak Street Hutto 78634
Leander High School 3301 S. Bagdad Road Leander 78641
Leander Public Library 1011 S. Bagdad Road Leander 78641
Pat Bryson Municipal Hall 201 N. Brushy Street Leander 78641
Rouse High School 1222 Raider Way Leander 78641
Liberty Hill High School 16500 W. SH 29 Liberty Hill 78642
Baca Senior Center 301 W. Bagdad Avenue Bldg. 2  Round Rock 78664
Round Rock High School 300 N. Lake Creek Drive Round Rock 78681
Round Rock Randalls 2051 Gattis School Road Round Rock 78664
Williamson County Jester Annex 1801 E. Old Settlers Boulevard  Round Rock 78664
Taylor City Hall 140 W. Clark Street Taylor 76574

EARLY VOTING by personal appearance will be conducted each weekday at:
(La votacion adelantada en persona se llevara a cabo de lunes a viernes en:)

Dates and Times for Full-Time Locations:
Fechas y horarios para localidades de tiempo completo

Monday, April 22 through Saturday, April 27

8:00 am - 6:00 pm
NO Sunday Voting

Lunes 30 de abril y Martes 30 de abril
7:00 am — 7:00 pm

Williamson County Inner Loop Annex, 301 SE Inner Loop, Georgetown
Georgetown ISD Technology Building, 603 Lakeway Drive, Georgetown
Cowan Creek Amenity Center, 1433 Cool Spring Way, Georgetown
Baca Senior Center, 301 W. Bagdad Street, Building 2, Round Rock
Williamson County Jester Annex, 1801 E. Old Settlers Boulevard, Round Rock
Round Rock Randalls, 2051 Gattis School Road, Round Rock

Pat Bryson Municipal Hall, 201 N. Brushy St., Leander

Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Boulevard, Cedar Park

Cedar Park Randalls, 1400 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park

Hutto City Hall, 500 W. Live Oak Street, Hutto

Taylor City Hall, 400 Porter Street, Taylor

Mobile-Temporary Locations, Dates and Times
Fechas y horario de las localidades méviles temporales:

Monday, April 22 through Saturday, April 27
Del Lunes 22 de abril al Sabado 27 de abril

Monday, April 22
Lunes, 22 de abril

Tuesday, April 23
Martes, 23 de abril

Wednesday, April 24
Miercoles, 24 de abril

Thursday, April 25
Jueves, 25 de abril

Friday, April 26
Viernes, 26 de abril

Saturday, April 27
Sabado, 27 de abril

10:00 am — 6:00 pm
10:00 am — 6:00 pm

No Mobile Voting sin votacion movil

Bartlett Town Hall, 140 W. Clark Street, Bartlett

Florence City Hall, 106 S. Patterson Avenue, Florence

Williamson County Annex, 3407 RR 1869, Liberty Hill

Williamson County Annex, 3407 RR 1869, Liberty Hill

Granger ISD School, 300 N. Colorado, Granger

Applications for ballot by mail shall be mailed to:
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deberan enviarse
a:)

Williamson County Elections Administrator (Name of Early Voting Clerk)
(Nombre del Secretario(a) de la Votacion Adelantada)

Williamson County Elections Department

PO Box 209 (Address) (Direccion)

Georgetown, TX 78627 (City) (Ciudad) (Zip Code) (Zona Postal)

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of business on
April 23, 2019 (date)

(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deberan recibirse
para el fin de las horas de negocio el) 23 de abril, 2019 (fecha)

Issued this the 4 day of April, 2019
(Emitada este dia 4 de abril, 2019)

Troy Hill
Mayor (Alcalde)
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SPECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING

State may owe $223 million for illegally decreasing special ed funding

By ALIYYA SWABY

The Texas Tribune

Last October, Texas education officials told lawmakers
they would likely owe the federal government $33 million for
illegally decreasing funding for kids with disabilities. They
reassured them it was a fraction — just 3 percent — of their
federal special education grant and wouldn'’t hurt students.

Now, the state’s estimate for how much it could owe
has risen to $223 million, nearly a quarter of Texas’ annual
special education grant, officials confirmed to The Texas Tri-
bune Friday. That total includes an estimated $111.6 million
it may have to pay back for failing to spend it on kids with
disabilities this fiscal year.

The U.S. Department of Education has found Texas in
violation of a federal statute prohibiting states from reduc-
ing their funding for kids with disabilities from year to year,
and warned the state that a financial penalty was coming.
Now, advocates are concerned that Texas could lose an even
bigger chunk of its funding, harming its efforts to overhaul
special education for hundreds of thousands of students.

With seven weeks left in the legislative session, lawmak-
ers could still spend the $111.6 million needed this year to
avoid a federal penalty for 2019 — but the budget is well on
its way to being decided.

“It’s good that we're becoming aware of [these violations]
now, even late during this legislative session, because there’s
an opportunity to amend the state budget to account for the
loss of federal aid,” said Steven Aleman, a lawyer and advocate
at Disability Rights Texas. “But the opportunity to bring even
some degree of resolution is closing. It would be best if the
state could resolve the entire issue, because otherwise we will
be in a perpetual situation of having to address shortfalls”

The Texas Education Agency said Friday that it is
discussing solutions with the federal government and the
Legislature.

EDDIE SEAL FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Vanessa Tijerina addresses the panel about her 13-year-old special needs child who has been denied special education for four years on December 13, 2016. U.S.
Department of Education officials held a meeting in Edinburg on their tour of Texas to hear community members’ experiences with special education, continuing an

investigation of whether Texas is capping services for students with disabilities.

“The primary objective of the discussions in progress is
to ensure that special education services for students are
not negatively impacted,” said DeEtta Culbertson, a TEA
spokesperson.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 12
16th Annual Leander Chamber of Commerce
Golf Classic
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Crystal Falls Golf Course
3400 Crystal Falls Pkwy, Leander, TX 78641
April 16
Crystal Falls Foot + Ankle Specialists
Ribbon Cutting
4:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Crystal Falls Foot + Ankle Specialists
15609 Ronald Reagan Blvd Suite B110
Leander, TX 78641
April 17
1-800 Water Damage Ribbon Cutting
4:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Leander Chamber of Commerce
100 N. Brushy, Leander, TX 78641
April 17
Leander Women's Network:
Sip ‘n’ Stain Doormat Workshop
4:30 PM to 6:30 PM
Sip ‘n’ Stain Leander
11894 Hero Way West, Ste C.
Leander, TX 78641
April 23
Maximize your Membership (Orientation for
new and existing members)
11:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Hill Country Bible Church Leander
11880 Hero Way West Ste. 600
Leander, TX 78641
April 23
Monthly Membership Lunch and Learn:
Leander City Council Candidate Forum and
Online Marketing Workshop
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Hill Country Bible Church Leander
11880 Hero Way West Ste. 600
Leander, TX 78641
April 24
LISD Summer Job Placement Expo
4:00 PM to 7:00 PM
LEO Conference Building, Room 112
300 SW Dr, Leander, TX 78641
April 25
SCORE Workshop: Facebook for Your Business
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Leander Chamber of Commerce
100 N. Brushy, Leander, TX 78641
April 25
Perch Dentistry Ribbon Cutting & Mixer
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Perch Dentistry
14005 Ronald Reagan Blvd Ste B
Cedar Park, TX 78641
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Bare Mama, LLC
Bluebonnet HVAC, LLC

Frontier Bank of Texas
Glemco

Jana Prickett
MAVA Partners

) ’
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March 12 - We were so excited to celebrate Brother’s Keeper
In-Home Care!

March 14 - We loved celebrating with Innovative Health
Fitness during their ribbon cutting!

March 27 - We are so excited to welcome Dr. Ordonez-Sanchez,
Family First Healthcare.

March 28 - We are so excited to welcome Maple Ridge
Gracious Retirement Living.

The issue is tied to a major flaw in the way Texas

chooses to spend money on kids with disabilities. Texas
“weights” its funding for kids with disabilities, paying
schools more to educate kids who have more severe

disabilities or need more personalized attention in the
classroom. The state’s lawyers unsuccessfully argued
at the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals last year that it
decreased spending on kids with disabilities in 2012
because students just didn’t need services that cost as
much.

A panel of Fifth Circuit judges bluntly opined in No-
vember that Texas’ system “creates a perverse incentive
for a state to escape its financial obligations merely by
minimizing the special education needs of it students.”

Earlier this week, Rep. Mary E. Gonzalez, D-Clint,
successfully added wording to a House school finance
bill that would require the Texas education commission-
er to shore up school district special education funding
this school year.

“This amendment is one step in addressing the state’s
shortfall with respect to special education funding,”
Gonzalez told the Tribune Friday. “In order to ensure a
complete process, we need to put more money towards
our students who need special education services, and
make sure that those who need services have access to
them.

But getting the money to schools would also require
additional appropriations. Any additional spending
tweaks House lawmakers want to make must be ironed
out in conference committee negotiations toward the
end of the session, said the House’s lead budget writer
Rep. John Zerwas, R-Richmond.

In the last few years, Texas has continually fielded
reprimands from the federal government for violation
special education law. A federal investigation in 2018
found Texas in violation of effectively capping the per-
centage of students who could receive special education
services.

Education officials say they have followed federal
requirements to overhaul special education, allowing
them to “improve the standard of service to students
with disabilities across Texas.”

Advocates worry any financial penalty would end up
decreasing money given to schools for providing student
services.

“The loss of federal aid because of the state’s failure
to spend at the appropriate level will directly affect
agency operations and efforts to bring the state into
compliance with the federal investigation, but more
importantly would also affect the availability of services
at the local level by putting even more of a burden on
local tax dollars to pay for services,” Aleman said. “Any
shortfall in federal aid because of a state violation needs
to be made up by the state.”

LISD from page A1

to Cedar Park High School, move Wiley Middle School
students zoned to Glenn High School to Danielson Middle
School, raise the Cedar Park Middle School enrollment

to 1,500 students and would make no changes to the
attendance zones of Canyon Ridge and Four Points middle
schools.

Scenario B, presented last month, would see students
living in Avery Ranch neighborhoods west of Parmer
Lane moved from Stiles Middle School to Henry Middle
School. North Buttercup Creek students would go to Cedar
Park Middle School instead of Henry Middle School and
would go to Cedar Park High School instead of Vista Ridge
High School. Scenario B would also eliminate a projected
overcrowding issue at Cedar Park Middle School noted in
Scenario A. Cedar Park High School would see decreased
enrollment and Leander High School would see increased
enrollment.

Feedback from community meetings on Scenario D,
held April 8 and April 10, along with feedback gathered
through the district’s online ‘Let’s Talk’ portal, will be pre-
sented to the board during its April 18 meeting.

CLIMB from page A3

Mount Kilimanjaro — Africa’s highest peak, with an
elevation of 19,341 feet — took about fifteen hours for
the team to travel after seven days hiking prior to summit
day.

“The trek was intense,” Lesniak said. “We burned an
average of 1,500 calories per day.

He described the summit day hike as the most intense
day.

“We woke at 11 p.m., had ‘breakfast’ and began
hiking at midnight from base camp up 4,000+ feet,” he
explained. “It took us 8.5 hours of hiking in the dark with
headlamps to reach the summit. We summited at 8:30
a.m. and spent about 20 minutes at (peak) altitude, then
began hiking back down.”

The hike down to base camp only took two hours, after
which, they hiked another four and a half hours to their
next camp.

“Total hiking on summit day with virtually no sleep
was about 15 hours in total,” Lesniak said.

Looking back on the adventure, Lesniak said he and
his team grew closer with the experience of a lifetime,
with the added bonus of helping others in the process.
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THIS WEEK IN BASEBALL YOUR COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE PROVIDER
o Quality Service NEwW!
5‘35 . ' at Competitive Oé 0 2 Year/

Prices 24,000 Mile
CEDAR PARK AT ROUSE GLENN AT CONNALLY Family Owned @ O Nationwi
ouse High Schoo onnally High Schoo ationwide
Friday, April 12, 7 p.m. Friday, April 12,7 p.m. & Operated SERVICE Wa rranty!

Since 1978

Engine Repair | Diagnostics | Alignment | Clutches | Transmission
Suspension & Front End | Struts & Shocks | Timing Belts | A/C

e |WE ARE THE BRAKE EXPERTS,

Friday, April 12, 7 p.m. Friday, April 12, 7 p.m.

I Service Includes: Offer Exp. 5/19/19 |
RR 940 nFF v New brake pads or rear shoes

v’ Inspect master cylinder & brake hoses |
LIFETIME . Resurface rotors or rear drums
WARRANTY* v Repack front wheel bearings
Ceramic or OEM v/ Road test the vehicle (Except sealed units)

CEDAR RIDGE AT ROUND ROCK STONY POINT AT MCNEIL

Round Rock High School McNeil High School

Friday, April 12, 7 p.m. Friday, April 12, 7 p.m.
I Equivalent Pads  +pay Axje. Must present coupon at time of service. One coupon I
per customer. Cannot be combined with any other advertised special.
L. ZSee Store Manager for Details __Most Cars & Light Trucks | 0+ |
LEANDER AT VANDEGRIFT CEDAR RIDGE AT MCNEIL '"ME an A" n"_ BH A“GE')
Vandegrift High School McNeil High School a
Saturday, April 13,12 p.m. Saturday, April 13,12 p.m. A" O|| v New Premium Oil Filter % Plus waste disposal
v~ Tire Rotation, Check Fluids fee & tax. Please call
RR Changes\/ Lube ~ if applicable Lt oplme foran
Appointment.

Include: v~ Complete 50+ Point Vehicle Inspection
ROUND ROCK AT HENDRICKSON STONY POINT AT WESTWOOD

Hendrickson High School Westwood High School PREMI”M SYNTHE"C BLE”” PREMI"M F”LL SY”T”ETIE
Saturday, April 13,12 p.m. Saturday, April 13,12 p.m. 5W-20 of 5w-30 Premium Synthetic 519 95* Ow-20, 5w-20 or 5W-30 Premium s %
Blend Motor Oil - Up to 6 Qts . Valvoline Full Synthetic Motor 45 .95

Oil - Up to 5 Qts.

Most cars & light truck
THIS WEEK IN SOFTBALL SRR Many new vehicles require Full Synthetic Motor Oil

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE IS THE KEY TO A LONG LASTING VEHICLE

&, r @ ENGINE DIAGNOSIS

ROUSE AT CEDAR PARK CONNALLY AT GLENN
Cedar Park High School Glenn High School F REE!
Friday, April 12, 7 p.m. Friday, April 12, 7 p.m.

ON-BOARD COMPUTER
FOR DIAGNOSTIC CODES
FREE OF CHARGE!

I I

1 1

1 1

I  WE WILL SCAN YOUR I

1 1
Symptoms Include: 1 1
All Runability Problems 1 1

ALAN SMITH No Power ~ Misfires e -

STORE MANAGER Fald Ermitelons. wilapivS6e s Haape or el
LEANDER AT WESTWOOD HENDRICKSON AT VISTA RIDGE
Westwood High School Vista Ridge High School SCHEDULE YOUR FREE* with
Friday, April 12,7 p.m. Friday, April 12, 7 p.m. APPUOINTMENT ONLINE! TOWing rg‘gé?:s
www.SunAutoService.com +Ask Manager for details!
RR 1300 Medical Pkwy
Cedar Park, 78613
CEDAR RIDGE AT ROUND ROCK STONY POINT AT MCNEIL 512-456-2500
Round Rock High School McNeil High School Open Monday - Friday @ 7am n
Friday, April 12, 7 p.m. Friday, April 12, 7 p.m. Saturday 7:30 - 5, Closed Sunday

A The Enclave
¥ at Cedar Park

We're creating the perfect place for you to thrive, o TN
build relationships, and enjoy new experiences. License Pending
Come discover what makes our community unique. Age fearlessly. Live colorfully.

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care
3405 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-402-8147 | TheEnclaveAtCedarParkSeniorLiving.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care services will be offered upon licensing by the Texas Health and Human Services Commission. ©2018 All rights reserved. Spectrum Retirement Communities
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SPORTS

BASEBALL from page A8

Stony Point scored four runs on five hits and
Round Rock committed two errors in the first
inning. The Dragons got on the board in the second
after a couple of walked.

Kelton blasted his two-run home run over
the left field wall to extend the Tigers’ lead in the
bottom half of the inning. The Blinn College signee
is batting over .500 this season with a pair of home
runs.

“Our approach at the plate is to be aggressive
early,” Creek said. “Kam swung it well and he’s
been swinging it well all year. That home run was a
big shot for us.”

McKenzie drove in a run and scored on a field-
er’s choice in the third inning and Round Rock cut
the lead in half.

Poulson got out of a bases-loaded jam in the
fifth inning and Isaac Carlin and Kelton each drove
in a run in the six to add to the Tigers’ lead and give
them some momentum for the final few weeks of
the season.

Round Rock travels to meet Cedar Ridge on
Tuesday, hosts the Raiders on Friday and Hen-
drickson on Saturday. Stony Point hosts McNeil on
Tuesday before traveling to face the Mavericks on
Friday and Westwood on Saturday.

“We talked about (Poulson) pitching tonight or
tomorrow and he told me he wanted the ball to-
day,” Creek said. “We’ll come back and our rotation
will be back to what it was to start district. We’ll be
good to go”

ZACH SMITH
Carter Poulson and Stony Point beat Round Rock 8-3 at home on Monday afternoon.

ROUSE from page A8

ZACH SMITH

Alivia Sparschu and Rouse lost to College Station 1-0 in extra time Tuesday night at Giddings High School in the Area

Round of the playoffs.

“She was one of our leading scorers this
year,” Marek said. “She used to be our left
back and she was still a leading scorer. We
moved her into the midfield and she can

for the first time in school history two
seasons ago.

“Everybody is so thoughtful and they
have made my whole soccer experience fun

dribble. She is one of our go-to girls and she  and unforgettable,” Carrell said. “Every-

distributes really well”

The 15 seniors on the Rouse team have
had quite a bit of success, making the
playoffs in three straighter and advancing
to the state tournament two seasons ago

one was trying their hardest tonight and

everyone was getting frustrated that we had

so many chances and none of them would BEST OF
go in. In the end, everyone was working as
hard as they could to get a goal.”

SENIOR LIVING
Seniorhavizorzom

200

Assisted Living | 141525 | 450 Discovery Boulevard | Cedar Park, TX 78613

EXPRESS from page A8

system, respectively. Three more top-20 Houston pros-
pects are on the squad to start the year as well.

Baseball America named the Round Rock Express as
the most exciting team for 2019.

Round Rock will be led by the youngest managers in
Triple-A with 32-year-old Mickey Storey managing the
club. He went 81-59 last season with Single-A Quad Cities,
his first year as a manager.

“It’s a gift and a curse — if I was old I would've played
longer,” Storey said. “I played six years in Triple-A, four in
the PCL. I'm very familiar with the mindset of the player.
I'm working with them every day as if they’re going to be
in the big leagues.”

The Express opened up the regular season with three
wins in five games on the road against the New Orleans
Baby Cakes. Round Rock exploded for 14 home runs in
the five-game series, led by Alvarez with four.

Following a three-game set with the Sounds, Round
Rock welcomes defending PCL champions Memphis Red-
birds to Dell Diamond for four games beginning Friday
night.

With the MLB team in Houston being one of the most
successful the last few seasons, and the Triple-A team
equaling that mark the last few seasons, expectations for
the Express this season are sky high.

“The goal is the one laid out by the organization,” Sto-
rey said. “That’s to develop these guys into major league
players. They have the talent and this is kind of the last
stop. This team is versatile and deep with strong pitching.
This is the best we've got in the Astros’ system. This team
is going to be exciting.”

THE POINTE
T CEDAR PARK

a Senior Lifestyle community

raordinary community.
eptional care.

ver the many benefits of senior living.

» A wide variety of activities and programs

e Outings to theaters, museums and
cultural events

e Experienced, friendly staff
of course, delicious dining with menus

bhtfully prepared by our very own Executive
Frankie Torres.

Schedule a personal tour.
512-862-2857

2.10"
2.40"

Business owner?

Thisis more than great rates

This is more savings for wherever you're going.

Platinum Savings Account

Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months
with new money deposits of at least
$25,000 and a minimum daily account
balance of $25,000 or more!

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

Annual Percentage Yield for an
11-month term with new money
deposits of at least $25,0002

Talk to a banker for details.
Offer expires May 31, 2019.

Ask about our business savings rates.

Offersavailable in AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA. Portfolio by Wells Fargo® customers are eligible to receive an additional bonus interest rate on these accounts.?

1. To qualify for this offer, you must have a new or existing Platinum Savings account and enroll the account in this offer between 03/25/2019 and 05/31/2019. This offer is subject to change at any time, without notice. This offer is available only to Platinum Savings customers in the
following states: AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA. In order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 2.08% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money (from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A,, or its affiliates) to the enrolled savings account and maintain
aminimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the term of this offer. The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this offer is 2.10%. The Special Rate will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 12 months, starting on the date the account is enrolled
in the offer. However, for any day during that 12 month period that the daily account balance is less than the $25,000 minimum, the Special Rate will not apply, and the interest rate will revert to the standard interest rate applicable to your Platinum Savings account. As of 02/15/2019,
the standard interest rate and APY for a Platinum Savings account in AR, CT, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, NJ, NY, SC, TX and VA with an account balance of $0.01 and above is 0.05% (0.05% APY). Each tier shown reflects the current minimum daily collected balance required to obtain the
applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon the expiration of the 12 month promotional period, standard interest rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is
$25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an
aggregate of $1 million. Offer not available to Private Banking or Wealth customers. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 03/25/2019 to 05/31/2019. The 11-month New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000 brought to Wells Fargo from
sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., or its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term: For
terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for early withdrawal will be imposed and could
reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity, the Special Rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has
notified you otherwise. 1,2. Due to the new money requirement, accounts may only be opened at your local branch. Wells Fargo reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Minimum new money deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer
only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer
requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be combined with any other consumer deposit offer, except the Portfolio by Wells Fargo $500 offer, available from March 25,2019 until May 31, 2019. Offer cannot be reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by Wells
Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs) or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying linked
banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee
waivers on other products and services, will discontinue and revert to the Bank's then-current applicable rate or fee. For bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo
Portfolio Checking or Wells Fargo Prime Checking account will be converted to another checking product or closed.

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. NMLSR 1D 399801




