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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 132

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Chase West, a Democrat who is running for Texas House District 
132, meets with constituents at a candidate “meet and greet” 
at Fuzzy’s Pizza, 613 S. Mason Road on April 25.  West listed his 
top priorities as universal health care and education.  He said 
that he would like to see the Medicaid program expanded, and 
championed raises for teachers.  West said that he opposes school 
vouchers and that, while he is not against charter schools, he 
would like to look further into how effective these schools are.  “A 
lot of these are just flying by the seat of their pants,” he said.  West 
said that he would also like to see the state make better use of 
solar power and to make it accessible for all Texans.

Schofield provides updates on legislative 
issues at Rotary and KBA meetings
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Speaking to two different Katy au-
diences in April, State Representative 
for House District 132 Mike Schofield 
provided updates on recent legislative 
action affecting the area’s small busi-
nesses as well as issues of importance to 
Katy residents.

Schofield is in his fourth term serving 
in the Texas House of Representatives, 
where he represents Katy and part of Cy-
Fair in Harris County. 

At the April 17th meeting of the Rotary 
Club of Katy, held at the Club at Falcon 
Point, 24503 Falcon Point Drive in Katy, 
Schofield reported on three issues that 
consumed a lot of time during the last 
legislative session:  health care, broadband 
access and public safety.  He said that the 
legislature spent a large amount of time 

See UPDATE, page A3

Briones celebrates 
$249,700,000 
EPA solar grant
Harris County will 
lead a coalition of 
Texas counties to 
expand affordable, 
reliable energy 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

In a watershed moment for 
Harris County, Commissioner 
Lesley Briones celebrated the 
award of the $249,700,000 
Solar for All grant from the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to Harris Coun-
ty and the Texas Solar for All 
Coalition (Texas Coalition) on 
April 22.

"The Solar for All grant 
funding is a generational 
opportunity for Harris County 
to take another bold step 
forward as the global leader 

of the energy transition. The 
$249.7 million will give us the 
ability to aggregate electricity 
on behalf of residents and 
change the way we deliver 
power to their homes,” Com-
missioner Briones said. “I am 
grateful to the Biden-Harris 
Administration for investing 
in large-scale, transforma-
tional change that will bring 
high-paying union jobs, 
affordable and reliable elec-
tricity, decreased dependence 
on ERCOT, and resilience in 
the face of climate change. By 
expanding access to rooftop 
and community solar, we will 
assist families facing high-en-
ergy costs and help keep 
Harris County the epicenter of 
the energy transition.”

The EPA’s Solar for All 
grant is a $7 billion program, 
and a key portion of the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction 

See SOLAR, page A3

Clay Road widening project 
showing slow progress
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Clay Road — a critical transporta-
tion artery serving Katy’s fast-growing 
quadrant west of the Grand Parkway and 
north of I-10 — is slowly showing signs of 
improvement.

The segment of Clay Road now being 
widened and improved – roughly from 
Peek Road west to Porter Road – has 
been a two-lane section but now all 
four lanes are expected to be completed 
and open in early June, according to a 
statement from Harris County Precinct 
4’s infrastructure department.

The long-awaited traffic signal at Clay 

SUSAN ROVEGNO

The traffic signal at Clay Road and Porter is expected to be fully operational by the end of May, according to the Harris County Precinct 4 infrastructure 
department.

SUSAN ROVEGNO

The section of Clay Road going west from Peek to Porter is expected to expand to four lanes by 
the end of June, says the Harris County Precinct 4 infrastructure department.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Waller County officials are 
seeking public input as they 
update the Waller County 
Hazard Mitigation Plan.

In coordination with 
Waller County, the Cities 
of Brookshire, Hempstead, 
Pattison, Prairie View, and 
Waller, the Town of Pine 
Island; Independent School 
Districts (ISD): Katy, Royal, 
and Waller, Prairie View A&M 
University, and the following 
special districts: Waller Harris 
ESD 200, Brookshire-Katy 
Drainage District, Brookshire 
Municipal Water, and San 
Jacinto River Authority, are 
updating the Waller County 

Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
A public meeting will be 

held May 8th at 5 p.m. at 
Waller Community Center, 
21274 FM 1098, Prairie View 
to solicit community feed-
back.

The Plan Update will 
address hazards that affect 
the area, including natural 
hazards. The goal of the Plan 
Update is to minimize or 
eliminate the long-term risk 
to human life and property 
from known hazards through 
effective mitigation. 

Waller County is holding 
the public meeting to gather 
public input for updating 

Fort Bend County Judge KP George (left, at podium) listens 
attentively as program panelist Meg Austria, manager 
of the new Seafood City in Sugar Land (far right) speaks 
about the Filipino seafood market’s reasons for coming to 
Fort Bend County.  The panel, which also included (left to 
right) Asian Chamber of Commerce Director of Community 
Development Paul Gor, the Honorable Herbert Espinoza 
who is the Consul General of Costa Rica, the Honorable 
Khalfanai Omari Fullerton who is the Consul General of 
Jamaica, and Louis A. Browne who is the Consul General of 
Bardados.  Presenters discussed opportunities for economic 
partnerships with Fort Bend County.  George hosted the 
county’s fourth annual consular general luncheon,  with 
the theme “Together We Can,” at the Ismaili Jamatkhana 
and Center, 9550 Harlem Road in Richmond on April 17th.  
The facility, which opened in July 2023, was described by 
host Faisal Momin, president of the Ismaili Council for the 
Southwestern United States, as a “house of community.”

SUSAN ROVEGNO

FORT BEND COUNTY HOSTS CONSULAR LUNCHEON

Waller County seeks 
feedback on hazard 
mitigation plan

See ROAD, page A3

See FEEDBACK, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. __ fi: popular genre
 4. Curved shape
 7. Defunct airline
10. Beverage receptacle
11. Corporate bigwig
12. Belong to he
13. They cover cuts
15. Cost per mille
16. Walk into
19. Power-producing machine
21. Part of one’s character 
perceived by others
23. Emotionally appealed to
24. Protected
25. Wrestling icon Okerlund
26. Thailand’s former name
27. Muscle weaknesses
30. Chooses
34. American film studio
35. Expression of satisfaction
36. Mythical winged horse
41. Ballplayers
45. Edible seaweed
46. Chinese politician
47. Tested for fertility
50. Glove worn with medieval 
armor
54. Basaltic lavas
55. Small shoaling fish
56. Surrendered
57. Taxi

59. Potato part
60. Female sheep
61. Trouble or difficulty
62. Put into service
63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. 17th letter of Greek 
alphabet
65. Type of student

CLUES DOWN
 1. Frighten
 2. Partner to corned beef
 3. Parts
 4. Agrees to a demand
 5. Elected official
 6. Navigator’s tool
 7. Relating to heat
 8. Attractive
 9. Wealthy US merchant
13. Engine additive
14. A passage with access only 
at one end
17. Midway between northeast 
and east
18. Cool!
20. Brazilian NBAer
22. NW Pennsylvania city
27. Young dog
28. Mimic
29. Large truck
31. The NFL’s Newton
32. One and only

33. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo
37. Julie __, actress
38. More nourishing
39. Compound
40. A small carrier attached to 
the side of a motorcycle
41. Object of fear or alarm
42. __ Ladd, actor
43. Sacred place

44. A way to express enjoyment
47. Trigonometric function
48. A team’s best pitcher
49. Intersecting points
51. Roundishly shaped
52. Adam’s partner
53. God of battle 
(Scandinavian)
58. Human hormone

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

MEET
TANGELO!
This 2-year old 

terrier mix is the 
BEST BOY!  Bring him 
home today!

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org
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Fort Bend Master Gardeners offer free 
class on growing plants

Learn how to grow plants from cuttings, 
division and seeds in a free class offered May 
4 by Fort Bend County Master Gardeners. 
The class "Growing Plants from Seeds/Cut-
tings" is part of the Grow Your Own Series 
and will be offered at the Bud O'Shieles 
Community Center, 1330 Band Road in 
Rosenberg, beginning at 9 a.m. Registration 
is required for the 90-minute class.  Register 
at fortbend.agrilife.org/grow-your-own/
grow-your-own-a/. All registered attendees 
will receive a link to the class recording.  The 
class will be presented by Boone Holladay 
and Samiha Qureshi. Qureshi of Missouri 
City has been a Master Gardener since 2021. 
Holladay is Fort Bend County Extension 
Agent-horticulture. The series has one more 
class this season: "Cool Season Vegetables 
& Herbs" on Aug. 3. Visit fortbend.agrilife.

org/grow-your-own/ for more information 
or contact Brandy Rader at 281-342-3034 
or brandy.rader@ag.tamu.edu.  All FBMG 
fundraisers, courses, and events are brought 
to the community by Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension - Fort Bend County.

Chess players invited to practice,  
share tips at May 4 Cinco Branch 

Library event 
Chess players of all ages and skill levels – 

from beginners to advanced – are invited to 
practice their strategies and share tips with 
others at the “Chess Day at Cinco Ranch” 
event on Saturday, May 4, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., in the Multi-purpose Room at Fort 
Bend County Libraries’ Cinco Ranch Branch 
Library, located at 2620 Commercial Center 
Blvd in Katy.  Learn a new chess move (or 
two) during this come-and-go event. A lim-
ited number of chess sets will be provided, 

but players are welcome to bring their own 
sets as well.  Materials for this monthly 
program are made possible by the Friends of 
the Cinco Ranch Branch Library.  This event 
is free and open to the public. For more 
information, see Fort Bend County Libraries’ 
website fortbend.lib.tx.us.

Katy Theatre presents car show  
at American Furniture Warehouse  

on May 11
Bring the whole family for a day of fun 

– with classic cars, awards, face painting, a 
coloring station, food, live music, and more! 
The festivities begin at 9 a.m. in the parking 
lot of American Furniture Warehouse at 500 
Pin Oak in Katy.  The event is a project of 
Katy Theatre, which is dedicated to bringing 
educational outstanding theatre to the stu-
dents and community of Katy High School. 

Acoustic Jam returns to Serene Beans 
on May 11

Join the acoustic jam from 4 to 7 p.m. on 
May 11 at Serene Beans, 5609 East Third in 
Katy.  The event occurs monthly.

Katy AARP chapter meeting May 14 
The Katy chapter of AARP will meet Tues-

day, May 14th, at Midway BBQ, 6191 Highway 
Blvd in Katy. The meeting will start at 6:30 
p.m. with a short meeting and announce-
ments.  Afterwards, singer/songwriter Tanya 
Courey will perform.  Tanya has been part of 
various Country, Bluegrass, Jazz, Blues, and 
R&B groups. She now performs solo or with 
her own band in Texas restaurants, wine bars, 
private parties, and other events.  Visitors are 
welcome.  Allow time to purchase any food 
before the meeting starts.    

Juventus Academy Houston to host 
soccer fundraiser on May 25

Juventus Academy Houston, a non-prof-
it 501(c)(3) soccer organization, will host 
"Let's Go Famiglia,” a fundraiser featuring 
family-friendly activities on May 25th from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Held at the British Inter-
national School at 2203 N. Westgreen Blvd. 
in Katy, the event will have various stations 
set up, including Inflatable Bumper Balls, 
friendly and entertaining competitions, a 
fire truck display, raffles, scavenger hunts, 
and giveaways. Each activity station will 
require tickets priced between $1 and $10 
for participation.  And -- of course --there 
will be friendly soccer matches for boys and 
girls at the end. The goal of the event is to 
bring the community together while raising 
funds to directly support young Houstonians 
who love soccer, providing them with afford-
able and high-quality soccer development 
opportunities, said organizers. The event is 
FREE to enter and open to the public of all 
age groups.

Dogs dash at the Dugout on May 26th 
Join the crowd at 

Home Run Dugout on 
Sunday, May 26th as 
the dogs race to bring 
home the bacon at the 
inaugural Wiener Dog 
Races. Races start at 12 
p.m. and continue until 
4 p.m. at 1220 Grand West in Katy. Enter 
your pup in the races at facebook.com/
events/1362120474503726.  It's free to enter 
and free to watch! For more information, call 
833-384-6881 or email info@homerundug-
out.com.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Libraries support aspiring writers with special workshops in May
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 
 Fort Bend County Libraries 

will present a variety of programs, 
classes, and activities in May that 
encourage fledgling writers, or 
anyone who has ever wanted to 
write a novel, to take the plunge 
and pursue their dreams in a help-
ful, supportive environment.

Throughout the month, Fort 
Bend County Libraries will host 
programs that are intended to 

encourage new writers by pro-
viding tips and tricks, writing and 
publishing advice, and support 
from other aspiring novelists.

These programs are free and 
open to the public.        

• Prose Pros Writing Group – 
Monday, May 6, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
Cinco Ranch Branch Library (2620 
Commercial Center Blvd, Katy).  
The featured topic this month is 
“Exposition.” During the latter half 
of the workshop, participants will 

have an opportunity to share their 
manuscripts with others and get 
constructive feedback.

• Writer’s Workshop – Thurs-
day, , 2 to 3 p.m., Fulshear Branch 
Library (6350 GM Library Road, 
off Texas Heritage Parkway).  In 
this new monthly series, learn the 
basics of creative writing. Get tips 
on story structure, characteriza-
tion, setting, tone, and more. The 
topic for May is “Setting, Tone, and 
Timeline.” Registration required.

• Story Spinners Writing Club 
– Thursday, May 16, 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m., George Memorial Library 
(1001 Golfview, Richmond).  From 
beginning blogger to published 
novelist, writers of all genres and 
experience levels are welcome 
to write, share, learn, support, 
network, and critique each other’s 
work at this monthly meeting. 
Writing prompts, brainteasers, and 
brief exercises will be available to 
ignite the imaginations of any and 

all wordsmiths who wish to hone 
their craft. This program is recom-
mended for adults and teens aged 
14 and up.

For more information, or to 
sign up for the programs requiring 
registration, see Fort Bend County 
Libraries’ website (fortbend.lib.
tx.us), click on “Classes & Events,” 
select the library, and choose the 
program on the online calendar, or 
call the library system’s Communi-
cations Office (281-633-4734).
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Leading Medicine  

IN KATY

Mariana Hurtado, DO, is an internal medicine physician who is passionate about providing quality 
care to her patients and their loved ones. She believes good health is most important and looks 
forward to serving the diverse community of Houston.

She joins Houston Methodist Primary Care Group in West Houston, where she will be seeing new 
and existing patients in person and virtually. 

Her expertise includes:

• Acute and  
chronic care

• Annual physicals

• Diabetes

• High blood pressure

• High cholesterol

• Men’s health

• Preventive care

• Routine immunizations

• Weight management

• Women’s health

Houston Methodist Welcomes Mariana Hurtado, DO

WELCOMING 
Mariana Hurtado, DO

Internal Medicine

Schedule online at houstonmethodist.org/pcg/west-houston 
or call 713.394.6638.

Leading Medicine in  

WEST HOUSTON
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18700 Katy Fwy. 
Medical Office Building 3, Suite 403 
Houston, TX 77094

during the last session trying 
to bring down Medicare/Med-
icaid costs and that a bill was 
passed requiring hospitals to 
provide itemized billing. “You 
should be able to determine 
ahead of time how much a 
non-emergency procedure 
will cost,” he said.  In addition, 
Texans can now legally import 
prescription drugs from 
Canada, obtaining the same 
high-quality medications from 
the same manufacturers at 
a much cheaper cost than buy-
ing them in the United States, 
he said.  “If we allow an open 
market, it will drive the prices 
down.”

Schofield also addressed 
public safety improvements 
which included a measure 
ensuring police protection for 
citizens living in unincorpo-
rated areas such as western 
Harris County, and border 
security, including Operation 
Lone Star and the passage of 
SB 4.

He also highlighted the leg-
islature’s action in providing a 
raise to retired teachers, who 
do not automatically receive 
a cost-of-living adjustment. 
“Few teachers retire wealthy,” 
he said.

At the April 24th meeting of 
the Katy Business Association, 

also held at the Club at Falcon 
Point, Schofield reminded 
attendees of the May 4 elec-
tions for school board and for 
various positions on the Harris 
County Appraisal district and 
some MUDs and EMS issues. 
“All of these positions serve 
you directly so make a point of 
learning about them,” he said.  
“A lot of you are giving money 
to these organizations and you 
need to have your say.”  Polling 
places differ for the various 
elections, he said, and a voter 
may have to visit as many as 
three different locations in 
order to vote in all elections 
that affect them.

Schofield described how 
property tax reform passed in 
the last legislative session ben-
efited small business owners 
as well as homeowners. For 
the first time a cap has been 
approved on year-to-year in-
creases in a business’ property 
tax, with the cap set at 20 per 
cent; the program is in place 
for a three-year trial period 
and is limited to $5 million.  
“We will be working to leave it 
in place,” he said.

Schofield also summarized 
action on procedures for ex-
iting an extra-territorial juris-
diction, such as the Houston 
ETJ.  He said that his district 

covers 16,000 people who live 
in the City of Katy and 200,000 
who live in Houston’s ETJ.  Un-
der a new law led by Schofield, 
a business may petition the 
ETJ to be released and then 
that business may petition the 
City of Katy for annexation, so 
that they may receive services 
from Katy rather than from 
Houston.  An added benefit, 
he said, is that this change 
allows the land-locked City 
of Katy to experience further 
growth through annexation.

Expansion of broadband 
access throughout the state 
is also a critical achievement, 
Schofield said.  Although Katy 
area residents have access 
to decent broadband, that is 
not true of the entire state, 
he said.  But the broadband 
initiative does benefit Katy 
residents, allowing access 
to online education and to 
educational programs that 
may not be available through 
a local district.  It also enables 
online medical appointments 
and remote access to medical 
specialists, he added.  The 
third reason the initiative is 
important is that it facilitates 
business transactions – buyers 
and sellers don’t have to be in 
the same room to do business.

Schofield also listed ongo-

ing mobility improvements 
coming to the Katy area, such 
as the widening of I-10 and the 
widening of two segments of 
the Grand Parkway.  He said 
that the expansion of FM 529 
is planned but has not been 
funded.

The legislator is also 
already at work on issues for 
the next legislative session, 
during what he labeled as “the 
interim” -- the months prior 
to the start of the January ses-
sion – which he said is a good 
time for citizens to contact 
their elected officials about 
concerns that need to be ad-
dressed in the next session.  

“Contact us now while we 
have time to delve into them,” 
he told the Rotarians.

Among the 22 bills that 
Schofield is drafting is a 
measure that would deal with 
“squatting," which occurs 
when a residence is taken 
over by persons without a 
valid lease.  Schofield said that 
the drug cartels are training 
people on how to take over 
property and that squatters are 
often successful in remaining 
there because the eviction pro-
cess is lengthy.  The proposed 
bill not only offers a shorter 
process, but makes squatting a 
Class A misdemeanor, he said.

from page A1
UPDATE

and Porter is now blinking and it is 
expected to be fully operational by the 
end of May, the department said. For 
safety, the signal will flash red until 
the road configurations are complete. 
Residents should treat the flashing red 
signal as a four-way stop sign. 

Construction materials are sched-
uled to be removed by early June when 
construction is completed. When 
asked about potential improvements 
to the median, the infrastructure 
department referred the Katy Times 
to local MUDs or HOAs who may be 
conducting beautification projects.

When asked about recent traffic 
counts for the area, the department 

responded that the last traffic count is 
from 2018.

“At Harris County Precinct 4, public 
safety is our top priority,” said the 
department in an email to the Katy 
Times.  “On our website, cp4.har-
riscountytx.gov, under the ‘Commu-
nity Assistance’ section, residents may 
submit a request for a study in their 
neighborhood. Constituents may also 
call the Precinct 4 Community Assis-
tance Department at 832-927-4444 or 
email service@hcp4.net.  Precinct 
4’s Infrastructure Department uses a 
data-driven approach and community 
feedback to identify and design infra-
structure projects.”

from page A1
ROAD

Fund, borne out of the Inflation Reduction 
Act. This highly-competitive grant program 
aims to expand the number of low-income 
and disadvantaged communities with resi-
dential solar investment — enabling millions 
of low-income households to access afford-
able, reliable, and clean solar energy.

Funding from this grant will bring relief to 
Harris County residents and Texans statewide 
who have lost confidence in the state’s power 
grid due to recent, catastrophic grid failures, 
according to a statement from Briones’ office. 
Some residents could see their electricity bills 
go down by as much as 20% through the ex-
pansion of access to rooftop and community 
solar, with the anticipated annual household 
savings for certain low-income households 
averaging $1,700. Statewide, Solar for All will 
significantly reduce carbon emissions, the 
statement continued.

“Strengthening our energy infrastructure 
is critical, especially for our most vulnerable 
communities. I saw firsthand during the last 
two winter freezes how dangerous it is when 
families do not have access to reliable and 
affordable energy.” Commissioner Briones 
said. “I am proud that Harris County is lead-
ing a coalition of major cities and counties in 
Solar for All, and I am especially excited that 
we are joined by partners in my hometown 
of Laredo, Brownsville, and areas of the Rio 
Grande Valley. Together, we are fighting for 
working families, finding solutions for Texans, 
and working to keep Texas the global energy 
leader of tomorrow.”

As the Commissioner for Precinct 4, which 
is home to the Energy Corridor, Commis-
sioner Briones also praised Solar for All for 
bringing together leaders in the energy in-
dustry along with labor unions to spur further 
economic growth. The program is designed 
to support workforce training and appren-
ticeships at the high school, pathway, and 
community college levels; support minority- 
and women-owned businesses; and collabo-
rate with unions and many community-based 
organizations.

“I am energized by the spirit of innova-
tion behind Solar for All that will help keep 
Harris County the energy capital of the world,” 
Commissioner Briones said. “We are driving 
progress that will power not only the state 
and the country, but also the entire world for 
generations to come.”

from page A1
SOLAR

the Hazard Mitigation Plan. The purpose of 
the public meeting is to provide a project 
overview from H2O Partners, Inc., consultant 
to the project, and solicit information from 
citizens. Public input will help the project 
team to analyze potential hazards affecting 
residents and recommend possible actions to 
reduce their impact.

Residents may also share their feedback 
by taking a survey at http://tinyurl.com/ 
WallerHMAP.

For questions or more information, contact:
• Stevie Ann Hodgson-O’Donnell Mitiga-

tion Outreach Coordinator H2O Partners (631) 
921-2460 sodonnell@h2opartnersusa.com

• Brian Cantrell Fire Marshal Waller Coun-
ty (979) 826-7785 wcfmo@wallercounty.us

from page A1
FEEDBACK

In a story on Calvin Nelms Charter School in our April 
4 edition, one of the student’s names was misspelled. 
Emma Byford was incorrectly identified as “Emma 
Buford.”  The Times regrets the error.

CORRECTION



Company celebrates 
employees, who 
volunteer more than 
8,000 hours annually, 
during National 
Volunteer Week
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Consolidated Communications  
celebrated the dedication of its 
employees in the communities 
where they live and work this 
National Volunteer Week (April 
21 – 27), the annual week which 
recognizes the contributions of 
volunteers and the impact they 
have on organizations they serve.

In support of the YMCA of 
Greater Houston, J.R. Richard-
son, senior account executive at 
Consolidated Communication, 
exemplifies this volunteer spirit 
in Katy. A lifelong volunteer, J.R. 
attributes his volunteerism to the 
guidance of his late mom, and he 

got involved with the YMCA after 
benefiting from the organization’s 
programs in his youth.  

“I volunteer at the YMCA be-
cause I was once a child who went 
to the YMCA”, Richardson said. 
“Raised in a single-parent house-
hold, I had options to do good or 
bad. At that crossroad with the 
guidance of my mom, she guided 
me in the right direction to go to the 
YMCA. From there I met people of 

all different nationalities, learned 
how to communicate with others, 
played team sports and so much 
more. That was my upbringing.” 

Years later, while working at 
Consolidated, Richardson was 
asked by a friend about volun-
teering at the YMCA in Katy. After 
being introduced to the local 
director, he started off emceeing 
at the annual YMCA Turkey Dash, 
the annual Thanksgiving Day 
marathon. The event annually sees 
about 25,000 runners and raises 
more than $100,000 thanks in part 
J.R., volunteers and YMCA staff. 
In addition to his emcee duties at 
the race, Richardson volunteers at 
other events throughout the year 
supporting the YMCA.  

“The biggest part of volunteer-
ing for me is knowing you are mak-
ing someone else’s life better”, said 
Richardson said. “You’re putting 
a smile on their face and they’re 
thanking you for what you’re doing 
out of pure love and generosity. 
You want them to know you are 
there for them. I do it because I like 
to make people smile, and if I can 
take them away from that prob-
lem they might be going through, 

even for just that instant, all those 
worries go away.” 

Employees from Consolidated 
Communications volunteered 
more than 8,700 hours in 2023, 
supporting nearly 200 organiza-
tions across the company’s 20-plus 
state service area. Since 2019, 
Consolidated employees have 
reported more than 33,000 hours 
of volunteer service.  

“We are incredibly proud of our 
employees’ dedication and effort 
in giving back to the communities 
where they live and work,” said 
Jennifer Spaude, senior vice presi-
dent of corporate communications 
for Consolidated. “Investing in our 
communities is at the heart of what 
we do, and we are thankful to each 
of our employee volunteers for 
the positive impact and difference 
they make in their communities.” 

To support and recognize 
employee volunteers, Consolidated 
created the Consolidated Cares Em-
ployee Volunteer Program in 2022. 
Through CCI Cares, the company 
makes contributions of $250 to local 
non-profits on behalf of employees 
who volunteer 25 or more hours. 
As a result of the program and the 

dedication of employees to their 
community, since 2022 Consolidat-
ed has contributed to 100 non-prof-
its on behalf of employees.   

In addition to CCI Cares, the 
company supported more than 
625 nonprofits and community 
organizations in 2023, contributing 
more than $1.6 million to more 
than 200 rural communities. To 
learn more about Consolidated 
Communications’ CCI Cares 
program, employee volunteerism 
and more community programs, 
visit consolidated.com/about-us/
community-matters. 

About Consolidated 
Communications 

Consolidated Communications 
Holdings, Inc. (Nasdaq: CNSL) 
is dedicated to moving people, 
businesses and communities 
forward by delivering a wide 
range of high-speed internet, 
data, phone, security, cloud and 
wholesale carrier solutions. With 
a network spanning 58,000 fiber 
route miles, Consolidated is a top 
10 U.S. fiber provider. Learn more 
at consolidated.com. 
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CONTRIBUTED REPORT

During April, National Volunteer Month, 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Gal-
veston Houston recognized the exemplary 
service of Michael Sullivan, a Katy resident 
whose dedication to education and commu-
nity support has significantly impacted the 
lives of refugees and immigrant individuals 
in the Houston area.

For the last two years, Sullivan has volun-
teered with Catholic Charities, focusing on 
tutoring refugee and immigrant high school 
students in English. Utilizing his extensive 
teaching experience at various institutions, 
including Houston Community College, 
Sullivan conducts one-on-one tutoring and 
coordinates the efforts of other volunteers 
who selflessly dedicate their time and efforts 
toward the cause. Collectively, the group has 
helped many Catholic Charities’ clients pass 
STARR testing, obtain their GEDs, and given 
them much-needed confidence to succeed 
in school and eventually get jobs.

"I've seen the growth of these young 
people firsthand, and it's gratifying," said 
Sullivan. "Whether I'm helping them master 
the English language, guiding them through 
schoolwork, or offering mentorship and 
support, I feel like I'm making a difference."

A devout Catholic, Sullivan has always 
found ways to give back to his church com-
munity. He spearheaded the development 
of an employment ministry at his church, 

St. Faustina in Fulshear, to help others who 
had fallen on hard times. Getting involved 
in English as a Second Language tutoring for 
Catholic Charities’ St. Jerome Emiliani Fos-

ter Care program was a natural fit for him.
The St. Jerome Emiliani Foster Care 

program recruits loving foster families for 
youth who come to the U.S. with no parent 
or guardian. The program works with the 
foster parents to provide ongoing support for 
each youth to help them adjust to life in the 
U.S.  The youth are prepared to be self-suf-
ficient when they reach adulthood through 
language instruction, life skills training and 
education.

Sullivan describes his approach to tutor-

ing as both compassionate and practical, 
recognizing his students' diverse back-
grounds and educational experiences. Many 
of the students enrolled in the Catholic 
Charities program are orphans, come from 
war-torn countries, or have experienced 
some other type of suffering.

"One student at a time, one to two hours 
a week – it's about making a personal con-
nection and offering consistent support," 
said Sullivan. "We aim to empower these 
individuals, helping them gain confidence 
and skills to succeed in their education and 
beyond."

Ashley Hudson, director of Catholic 
Charities' St. Jerome Emiliani Foster Care 
program, is grateful to Sullivan for his work 
with her clients and his role in leading the 
other volunteer tutors.

"Michael has helped many of our clients 
pass the STARR test, obtain their GEDs, 
and give them the confidence to succeed 
in school. Many clients now want to further 
their education and attend college because 
of the support Michael has provided. He has 
done exceptional work with St. Jerome, and 
we are so blessed to have him as part of the 
Catholic Charities family," said Hudson.

Beyond his volunteer work with Catholic 
Charities, Sullivan's commitment to edu-
cation and community service extends to 
his personal life. His wife, also an educator 
at Katy ISD, shares his passion for helping 
others, and together, they embody the spirit 
of giving back.

"Catholic Charities reaches out to the 
segments of the population that need help. 
All their programs, not just the tutoring 
program, make an impact physically, 
mentally, and psychologically for those who 
have fallen through society's safety net," said 
Sullivan.

Consolidated Communications employees 
lend a hand to build stronger communities 

SUSAN ROVEGNO

J. R. Richardson

Catholic Charities recognizes Katy resident during National Volunteer Month

CONTRIBUTED

Katy resident Michael Sullivan was honored by Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Galveston Houston during National 
Volunteer Month.
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



COMMUNITY & FAITH
TRIBUTE

Janice, cherished widow 
of Edward Errol Markus and 
beloved matriarch of her 
community, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, April 
12, 2024, at her home in Katy, 
Texas. Born on March 19, 
1944, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
to Frank and Helen Rudrow, 
Janice's life was marked by 
her compassion, intelligence, 
and unwavering dedication to 
her family and community.

On July 31, 1965, Janice 
married the love of her life, 
Edward Errol Markus, at 
the First Christian Church 
in Lufkin, Texas, the same 
church in which they pro-
fessed their faith in Christ 
through baptism. After some 
years living in Dallas and West 
Houston, the couple moved 
to Katy in April of 1979, where 
they built a life filled with love, 
laughter, and shared passions 
until Edward's passing on 
August 18, 2021. She called 
the same house her home for 
more than 45 years, up until 
the moment she came into 
her place in God’s Kingdom.

An avid reader and enthu-
siastic fan of British televi-
sion, Janice also possessed a 
love for art and history. Her 
extensive knowledge enriched 
the lives of all who knew her. 
She seemed to know at least 
a little bit about just about 
everything and, whether shar-
ing something she knew or 
learning something new, she 
was always excited to engage 
in conversations on just about 
anything.

Janice plied her God-giv-
en gifts in myriad pursuits 
throughout her lifetime. 
A 1962 graduate of Will 
Rogers High School in Tulsa, 
she went on to attend the 
University of Oklahoma and 
later Stephen F. Austin State 
University as an undergradu-
ate, receiving both Bachelor’s 
and Master’s degrees from 
SFA. As a young adult, she 
worked as a school teacher in 
Huntington, Texas. After mov-
ing to Katy, while working as a 
home maker, she also started 
a boutique catering business 
out of her home called Jan’s 
Basket of Goodies, which 
specialized in baked desserts, 
such as wedding cakes and 
other treats like panorama 
sugar eggs and petit fours. She 
worked as a substitute teacher 
in Katy ISD for many years, 
even having the opportunity 
to sub for her children’s class-
es, on occasion. She was also 

a volunteer at her children’s 
schools, including starting 
the APPLES parent volunteer 
program at Katy Elementary 
School. Janice’s leadership 
shone brightly as she helped 
to foster a tight-knit commu-
nity and worked to enhance 
the educational environment 
through her efforts. She later 
worked as a Farmers Insur-
ance agent, before embarking 
on a career in Booking & Res-
ervations with Continental 
/ United Airlines that lasted 
more than 20 years.

Renowned among her 
neighbors as "The Dean of 
Hackberry Lane," Janice's 
kindness and cheerful de-
meanor made her a beloved 
figure in her community. Over 
the years, Janice attended a 
number of churches in the 
old-town Katy area, strength-
ening existing relationships 
and forging new friendships, 
as well as occasionally attend-
ing her children’s churches 
in The Woodlands and Clear 
Lake in her later years.

Her love for animals 
mirrored her nurturing spirit, 
almost constantly caring for 
and enjoying the company 
of numerous, beloved pets, 
as well as the “wild critters” 
that called her yard home 
throughout her life. She 
instilled this same, lifelong 
love for animals in both of her 
children.

Janice leaves behind a leg-
acy of selflessness, devotion, 
wisdom, and community 
spirit that will continue to 

live on through her friends 
and family. She was a guiding 
light, a source of strength, and 
the epitome of a matriarch.

Janice was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Edward Errol Markus, and 
her parents, Frank and Helen 
Rudrow. She is survived by 
her children, Edward “Ted” 
Markus, Jr. and his wife 
Eilene of Clear Lake, and 
Mandy Markus Drake and 
her husband David of Spring; 
granddaughter, Maddy Drake; 
her beloved cat, Ladybug; 
and many other relatives and 
friends.

A celebration of Janice's 
life will be held at 1:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 5, 2024, 
at Schmidt Funeral Home 
Grand Parkway Chapel, in 
Katy with Pastor Karl Garcia 
of Clear Creek Community 
Church officiating. If you plan 
on attending, please come as 
you are, and feel free to wear 
bright, vibrant colors, if you 
like. Janice would enjoy that.

In lieu of flowers, you may 
make a memorial contribu-
tion to The Salvation Army 
at www.salvationarmy.org or 
animal rescue charities Mac’s 
Mission at www.macsmission.
org and Houston-based Street 
Life to the Sweet Life at www.
streetlifetothesweetlife.com

Funeral services held 
under the direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway 

South ~ Katy, Texas 77494 ~ 
(281) 391-2424

JANICE LOUISE MARKUS
1944-2024

INTERNATIONAL FIREFIGHTERS DAY

SUSAN ROVEGNO

May 4th was recognized as International Firefighters Day at the meeting 
of Katy City Council on April 22 in a resolution read by Councilmember 
Dan Smith (sixth from left).

SUSAN ROVEGNO

At the April 22nd meeting of the Katy City Council, Councilmember Janet 
Corte read a proclamation recognizing May 2024 as National Mental 
Health Awareness Month.  Honorees included (left to right) Dr. Michael 
Lindsay and Lashawn Davis of On Time Halo Kidz Home LLC, Corte, Katy 
Mayor Dusty Thiele, Marisa Cockrell of Here Comes the Sun Counseling  
and Elizabeth Westbrook of Here Comes the Sun Counseling.

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH
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What Makes Suvida Different
We make healthcare personal, by understanding the physical,
behavioral, social and cultural needs of our patients and their

families – either on-site, in-home or virtually.

Who We Are
Our team at Suvida has
embraced the unique opportunity 
to create a new primary care
experience that focuses on the 
unique needs of Hispanic Seniors 
and those that care for them, to 
enable our patients to live
“su vida” to the fullest.

What We offer the
Suvida Family:
• Your own dedicated “Guia,” a go-to 

health guide to accompany you and 
your loved ones throughout your 
Suvida journey 

• Transportation for established 
patients and complimentary on-site 
social/wellness activities 

• Caregiver support & enablement 
services 

• Larger-than-average exam rooms built 
to accommodate patients and their 
caregivers 

• More time spent with your doctor 
and less time in a waiting room 

• Bilingual healthcare providers who 
are experts in senior care

323 S. Mason Rd. Katy
In the Fiesta Shopping Center just south of I 10
(888) 4-SUVIDA| Open Monday – Friday 8 to 5

We are here to honor and celebrate you
Your family, your culture, your neighborhood, your care, “su vida”

Harmony Schools earn cyber security award
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Texas Department of 
Information Resources has awarded 
Harmony Public Schools the Texas 
CyberStar certificate for the school 
system's ongoing commitment 
to robust data protection and 
information security practices, the 
charter school system announced in 
an April 29th press release.

The Texas CyberStar Certificate 
awards the implementation of 
essential safeguards and protocols 
to protect systems and student data 
from potential cyber threats. This 
involved risk assessments, inci-
dent response planning, employee 
training and several collaborative 
task completions by the Information 
Security and IT teams.

This certification underscores 

Harmony's dedication to maintain-
ing the highest standards of cyberse-
curity, the press release said.

About Harmony Public Schools
Harmony Public Schools is a free, 

open-enrollment public charter 
school with 60+ locations across 
Texas. To learn more about Harmony 
Public Schools please visit harmo-
nytx.org.

Local charity Hope Impacts benefits from British 
International School’s ‘Food for Friends’ program
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Students from the British Inter-
national School of Houston recently 
seized the opportunity to use the 
funding from a “Social Impact grant” 
to expand and enhance their commu-
nity activities, aligned to addressing 
the United Nation’s Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.  This allows them 
to take their community service to 
another level and address Sustainable 
Development Goal #2: Zero Hunger.  

Over 60 students from grade levels 
8-12 have been busy planting and 
re-building their greenhouse, and 
have already provided spinach, beets, 
carrots and herbs for Katy-based 
homeless program Hope Impacts, as 
well as supporting the Brookwood 
community in Brookshire and Hous-
ton Food Bank, with more to come.

“This is a great partnership and 
promoting good health too,” said 
Hope Impacts on their Facebook 
page in late April.  “We appreciate our 
school partnerships that have a heart 
for helping others.”

Every Nord Anglia student can 
apply for a Social Impact grant by 
submitting an application outlining 
their project, how they will use the 
funds, and how they will measure 
the impact. Nord Anglia’s Student 
Advisory Board, a group made up of 
student representatives from across 
its 87 schools, review each fund-
ing application to ensure students’ 
voices are heard during the approval 
process. Proposals are then evaluated 
by Nord Anglia’s Grants Committee, 

which includes members of the Edu-
cation Advisory Board, as well as Nord 
Anglia Principals and teachers.  

In 2023, students at BIS Houston 
were successful with their applica-
tion and awarded the Nord Anglia 
Education Social Impact Grant, for 
their “Food for Friends Project” and 
received a grant of $6,600 to re-ren-
ovate a greenhouse on campus and 
establish a new community farm to 
grow produce for food-insecure com-
munities locally.

The NAE Grant Committee com-
mented, “The longstanding dedica-
tion of your school community to 
SDG 2 is very clear and it is exciting 
to see how you all are creatively prob-
lem-solving to deepen and sustain 
the impact you are making on this 
SDG. This is an exemplary applica-
tion and social impact initiative. It is 
sustainable in the long term, it creates 
opportunities for the whole school to 
get involved and you have developed 
a relationship with an external com-
munity in a respectful, collaborative 
way. Furthermore, the milestones you 
have set out for yourselves and the 
benchmarks to measure the progress 
of your initiative is excellent. Well 
done BIS Houston and thank you for 
your commitment to #SDG2!”

Being part of the leading inter-
national school group Nord Anglia 
Education, not only offers global 
reach but students at The British 
International School of Houston enjoy 
a learning experience like no other, 
said school officials.  A key element 
of Nord Anglia’s education strategy is 

to help students develop their sense 
of purpose and global citizenship 
as they create and lead community 
impact initiatives. 

Dr Leslie Williams, Senior Pro-
gramme Lead for Social Impact and 
Giving at Nord Anglia, said: "As well as 
taking the initiative to make a change 
in their communities, these grants 
are about learning valuable skills that 
have real-world impact. Whether 
that’s budgeting for supplies or bal-
ancing schoolwork with their projects, 
these are the skills that can set up our 
students for real future success.”

A key element of the school’s 
education strategy is to help students 
develop their sense of purpose and 
global citizenship as they create and 
lead community impact initiatives. 
Social purpose is embedded in the 
curriculum and students are encour-
aged to become global change-mak-
ers – ready to take on the world’s most 
pressing problems.  A global partner-
ship with UNICEF also helps open 
students’ eyes to the world around 
them and encourages them to devel-
op their own sense of purpose. Each 
year, students at BIS Houston support 
local causes through activities with 
UNICEF and on the United Nation's 
17 Sustainable Development Goals. 
On top of that, students are encour-
aged to deliver meaningful change 
through local outreach activities 
where they can join fundraising and 
volunteering activities on issues they 
truly care about.

The campus is located at 2203 N. 
Westgreen Blvd. in Katy.

COURTESY OF ROYAL ISD

On April 24th Royal ISD thanked and celebrated the district’s support staff team 
on Administrative Professionals' Day. The day recognizes the work of secretaries, 
administrative assistants, receptionists, and other administrative support 
professionals.

COURTESY OF ROYAL ISD

Falcon community partner Mission Education donated boxes of pencils to Royal 
Junior High at the end of April -- just in time for STAAR testing season. To learn 
more about Mission Education’s work with Royal ISD and other schools, visit 
missioneducation.org/

PENCILS AT THE READY

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

On April 24, the National 
Merit Scholarship Corpo-
ration (NMSC) released the 
names of the first group of 
winners in the 69th annual 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program, including six 
students from the Katy area.  
Five recipients attend Seven 
Lakes High while one goes to 
Tompkins High.

Winners were:
• Sarah Jane Clarridge Of 

Seven Lakes High School, 
National Merit Air Liquide 
America Scholarship. Proba-
ble career field: law.

• Aayush K. Ishware Of 
Seven Lakes High School, 
National Merit Aspen 
Technology, Inc. Scholar-
ship. Probable career field: 
computer science.

• Anagha K. Menon of 
Seven Lakes High School, 
National Merit Marsh Mclen-
nan Scholarship. Probable 
career field: medicine.

• Sankalp Prashanth of 
Seven Lakes High School, 
National Merit Emerson 
Electric Co. Scholarship. 
Probable career field: com-
puter engineering.

• Yui Yamaashi of Seven 
Lakes High School, National 
Merit Occidental Petroleum 
Corporation Scholarship. 
Probable career field: bio-
medicine.

• Kenneth J. Yao of Obra 
D. Tompkins High School, 
National Merit Chevron. 
Probable career field: music.

Approximately 770 distin-
guished high school seniors 
have won corporate-spon-
sored National Merit 
Scholarship awards financed 
by about 94 corporations, 
company foundations, and 
other business organizations. 

Scholars were selected 
from students who advanced 
to the Finalist level in the 
National Merit Scholarship 
competition and met criteria 
of their scholarship sponsors. 
Corporate sponsors provide 
National Merit Scholarships 
for Finalists who are children 
of their employees, who are 
residents of communities the 
company serves, or who plan 
to pursue college majors or 
careers the sponsor wishes 
to encourage. Most of these 
awards are renewable for 

up to four years of college 
undergraduate study and 
provide annual stipends that 
range from $1,000 to $10,000 
per year. Some provide a 
single payment between 
$2,500 and $5,000. Recipients 
can use their awards at any 
regionally accredited U.S. 
college or university of their 
choice. 

This is the first announce-
ment of National Merit 
Scholars in 2024 by National 
Merit Scholarship Corpo-
ration (NMSC®). NMSC will 
name recipients of National 
Merit® $2500 Scholarships 
on May 8, and winners of col-
lege-sponsored Merit Schol-
arship awards on June 5 and 
July 15. By the conclusion of 
this year’s competition, more 
than 6,870 academic cham-
pions will have won National 
Merit Scholarships worth 
approximately $26 million. 

Corporate-Sponsored 
Merit Scholarship Winners 
Funding for these National 
Merit Scholarships is pro-
vided by corporate organiza-
tions that represent nearly all 

sectors of American industry. 
Sponsors from the business 
community have underwrit-
ten awards offered in all 69 
competitions, expending 
or committing more than 
$870 million to support the 
intellectual development of 
the nation’s scholastically 
talented youth. 

To be considered for a 
National Merit Scholarship, 
Semifinalists had to fulfill 
requirements to advance 
to Finalist standing. Each 
Semifinalist was asked to 
complete a detailed schol-
arship application, which 
included writing an essay 
and providing information 
about extracurricular activi-
ties, awards, and leadership 
positions. Semifinalists also 
had to have an outstand-
ing academic record, be 
endorsed and recommended 
by a high school official, and 
earn SAT® or ACT® scores that 
confirmed their qualifying 
test performance. From the 
Semifinalist group, over 
15,000 met Finalist require-
ments. 

SAYING THANKS

Six KISD students earn National Merit Scholarships

H H H H H H H
Political ad paid for by Elect Jessica Weaver Holloman, Treasurer Jessica Weaver Holloman

H H H H H H H
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COURTESY OF KATY ISD

WoodCreek Junior High Principal Andrew Lowry (left) was honored with the prestigious Texas Music Educators 
Association (TMEA) Distinguished Administrator Award, according to a recent post on Katy ISD’s Facebook 
page.  Each year, the TMEA recognizes exemplary upper-level school administrators across the state who 
have played pivotal roles in preserving and advancing quality music education programs. In mid-April, 
board members (starting second from left) Rebecca Fox, Dawn Champagne and Lance Redmon, as well 
as district officials, family, friends, and the Timberwolves came together to surprise and celebrate Lowry 
for his achievement as well as his contributions to the WCJH school community. “Dr. Lowry's unwavering 
commitment to championing high-quality music education has truly enriched the musical experiences of our 
students and the entire WoodCreek school community,” said the post.

MUSIC TEACHER HONOREDTexas Woman's University, Harmony Public 
Schools partner for free college tuition
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Texas Woman’s University has partnered with 
Texas-based Harmony Public Schools — a system 
encompassing 60 pre-K-12 schools, — to offer 
its high school students tuition-free college and 
support services to help them become successful 
graduates, according to an April 22 press release 
from the charter school system.

Eligible students who pledge to participate 
in the program can attend Texas Woman’s the 
fall after they graduate from high school. The 
program includes access to the university’s Zero 
Tuition Guarantee, which covers the cost of 
tuition and fees not covered by federal and state 
financial aid or institutional scholarships.

The partnership is aimed at creating a stron-
ger college-going culture among high school 
graduates, and offers a more affordable higher 
education pathway that won’t result in high 
debt, said Javier Flores, TWU’s vice president for 
enrollment management.

“Texas Woman’s is committed to providing an 
outstanding education to students from all back-
grounds, particularly those for whom a college 

education is financially out of reach — and this 
partnership helps achieve that,” Flores said.

"Harmony Public Schools is proud to partner 
with TWU, which shares our mission of empow-
ering scholars through student-centered learning 
approaches and high-quality educational oppor-
tunities,” Harmony Public Schools CEO Fatih Ay 
said.

The partnership with Harmony is particularly 
relevant to Texas Woman’s because of the insti-
tutions’ shared mission of providing equitable 
outcomes for female scholars, which has long 
been a hallmark of a Texas Woman’s education, 
the press release said. As an example, Harmony 
has a stated goal of narrowing the gender gap be-
tween male and female students in career fields 
related to Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM). Among Harmony’s female gradu-
ates, 60% go on to pursue STEM-related college 
degrees, compared with only 24% nationally.

Leaders from both institutions signed an 
agreement April 22 to launch the partnership, 
which is the latest in a series of such agreements 
between Texas Woman’s and other school sys-
tems to provide greater access to college.

U.S. News & World Report names all high schools in Harmony 
Public Schools-Houston Districts to list of America’s top high schools
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 Harmony School of Innovation 
- Katy has been named the number 
one high school in Katy and 
number one charter high school in 
the Houston area by U.S. News & 
World Report in its highly antici-
pated annual rankings of U.S. pub-
lic schools, according to an April 
23rd press release from the charter 
school system’s communication 
office.  The campus is located at 

22400 Grand Corner Drive in Katy.
The publication has also named 

all of Harmony Public Schools’ 
high schools in its Houston Dis-
tricts among its top high schools in 
America.  The following Harmony 
high schools are part of Harmo-
ny Public Schools, the largest 
STEM-focused charter public 
school network in Texas and also 
made the 2024 list of U.S. News & 
World Report's Best High Schools.

• Harmony School of 

Innovation - Katy
• Harmony School of 

Innovation - Sugar Land
• Harmony School of Discovery 

- Houston
• Harmony Science Academy - 

Houston
• Harmony School of 

Advancement - Houston
• Harmony School of Ingenuity 

- Houston
In determining its top schools, 

U.S. News & World Report looks 

at a variety of factors, including 
college readiness (30%), math and 
reading proficiency (20%), math 
and reading performance (20%), 
underserved student performance 
(10%), and college curriculum 
breadth (10%).

Harmony’s Houston District 
offers 25 campuses serving PreK-
Grade 12 students in six cities, 
including Houston, Sugar Land, 
Katy, Cypress, Beaumont and 
Bryan.

Harmony’s curriculum places a 
heavy focus on STEM skills, Char-
acter Education, project-based 
learning and college readiness. The 
system has a 98 percent graduation 
rate for its high school seniors, and 
100 percent college acceptance 
rate among its graduating seniors, 
according to the press release.

Harmony Public Schools is 
currently accepting applications 
for both students and team 
members.

Did you know? More phone calls are made on 
Mother’s Day than any other day of the year. 
These holiday chats with Mom often cause 

phone traffic to spike by as much as 37 percent.
Source:  History.com

Mother’s Day was officially signed into law 
in 1914 by President Woodrow Wilson with 
the holiday set for the second Sunday in 

May.  The law was the culmination of efforts by three 
women – Ann Reeves Jarvis of West Virginia,who 
helped start “Mothers’ Day Work Clubs” in the 1800’s 
to teach local women how to properly care for their 
children; abolitionist and suffragette Julia Ward 
Howe, who in 1870 Howe wrote the “Mother’s Day 
Proclamation,” a call to action that asked mothers 
to unite in promoting world peace and later cam-
paigned for a “Mother’s Peace Day” to be celebrated 
every June 2; and Juliet Calhoun Blakely, a temper-

ance activist who inspired a local Mother’s Day in Al-
bion, Michigan, in the 1870s.  Jarvis’ daughter, Ann, 
carried on her mother’s work by organizing   the 
first official Mother’s Day celebration at a Methodist 
church in Grafton, West Virginia, in May 1908.
Source:  History.com

MMother’s Day is celebrated across the 
world, in more than 50 countries, though 
not all countries celebrate it on the same 

day.
Countries that celebrate Mother’s Day on the 

second Sunday of May include Australia, Denmark, 
Finland, Italy, Switzerland, Turkey and Belgium. In 
Mexico and many parts of Latin America, Mother’s 
Day is celebrated on May 10th of each year. In Thai-
land, it is celebrated on August 12th, the birthday of 
the current Queen.
Source: officeholidays.com/holidays/mothers-day

BEGD NEWS!!!
Visit us at the

Brookwood Spring Festival
Thursday, May 2 - Saturday, May 4 

New Arrivals of GIGI MODA

Don’t forget that BEGD has great
items for Cinco de Mayo

Women & Girls

Think Mother’s Day - Lots of
great gift items

Brown Eyed Girl Design by Roxie
30318 2nd St | Fulshear, TX
instagram.com/browneyedgirlbyroxie

facebook.com/BEGDbyRoxie

Mother’s DayMother’s Day
GIFT IDEASGIFT IDEAS

Celebrate and Spoil MOM!
Give the Gift of REFLEXOLOGY!

Reflexology reduces stress,
improves digestion, sleep, etc.

Restore YOUR Health Naturally.
Reflexology is NOT Massage.

Lori’s Holistic Wellness
cell: 832/450-0187

lorisreflexology@gmail.com

Specials just for Mom
The Spa at Bella Piazza welcomes Mom to our blissful and tranquil world. Where our experienced 
therapists can take care of her the moment she arrives. Let her enjoy her time to completely 
disconnect and relax, escape and recharge from the outside world. She’ll enjoy our tranquility room, 
and our therapists will take her into their hands, and customize a massage exactly for her.

281-829-3434
thespabp.com | contact@thespabp.com

7103 Katy-Gaston Rd., Suite 100
Richmond, TX 77406

Deep Tissue Massage

Custom Facial
Custom facial treatments are 
tailored to Mom’s unique skin 

needs and can help her achieve a 
radiant and refreshed complexion.

MOTHER’S
DAY SPECIAL

One-hour facial AND one-hour massage
Combo offer for just $250.00!

GIFT CARD BONUS!
For every $100.00 gift card – get a 

BONUS $20.00 gift card! 

❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀ ❀

Quality Care You Can Trust

Serving Katy and surrounding areas available 24 hrs/7 days a week
281-721-4874 | asaboor@absihc.com

CLICK HERE for a complete list of our services

I chose a
BETTER SOLUTION

for MOM
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2016 Volvo VNL 6x4 Truck
Tractor - choice

Manitou MRT2540

19-20 John Deere 700K LGP
- choice

2015 Volvo SD115
- choice

2015 CAT 938K

17-21 Komatsu PC360LC-11
- choice

1990 Ford F250 XLT

18-19 John Deere 310L
- choice

2020 John Deere 26G

2017 JCB 9 Ton

2017 Volvo L150H

2021 Komatsu PC490LC-11

2017 Gehl R105

2014 John Deere 670G

2020 Komatsu PC650LC-11

www.yoderandfrey.com

HOUSTON, TEXAS AUCTION

Auction Address: 7044 I-10, Sealy, Texas, 77474

David Hames: 903.815.2770 | Felix Rodriguez: 254.246.0381 | Terry Hanks: 281.245.4953
Arturo Campos: 979.398.0175 | Nick Brown: 254.477.3586

Thursday, May 9th @ 8:30am - Selling On-Site & Online!

DAVID HAMES TX AUCTIONEER LIC #13913

Katy ISD ‘shines a light’ on district’s volunteers 
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Music, excitement and energy 
were in the air as Katy ISD saluted 
its campus volunteers at the annual 
Volunteers in Public Schools break-
fast conducted by the district’s 
Partners in Education program.  
The breakfast was held Friday, April 
26 at the Merrell Center, 6301 S. 
Stadium Drive in Katy.  Guests were 
entertained by Morton Ranch Ju-
nior High Jazz Band as they entered 
the arena.

“One of the things that makes 
Katy ISD so special is our part-
nerships,” said Superintendent 
of Schools Ken Gregorski as he 
welcomed attendees.

Members of the VIPS Execu-
tive Board, chaired by Margarita 
Paolinetti, came on stage to “shine 
a light” on the volunteers who 
contribute to the school system. 
Together with volunteers who work 
on campuses, and including af-
ter-school and weekend volunteers, 
more than 41,000 local volunteers 
serve the district, they said.

The featured speaker was Mike 
Van Hoozer, a Katy resident and 
leadership expert and sports per-
formance coach who is also mar-
ried to a Katy ISD teacher and the 
father of five boys who attend Katy 
schools.  Van Hoozer is a graduate 
of Baylor University and a former 
Senior Executive with Accenture 
with over 30 years of consulting 
experience with small and large 
companies helping to develop high 
performance individuals, teams, 
and organizations. In sports, he 
works as a peak performance coach 
to high school, college, and profes-
sional athletes, coaches, and teams 
including NBA, NFL, and MLB 
players including members of the 
2005 World Series’ Houston Astros 
team helping them develop focus, 

mental toughness, confidence, and 
improved mental recovery time as 
well as guiding them through ca-
reer development and transitions. 

Van Hoozer spoke about the 
importance of “responding in the 
moment” – stating that a decision 
made in a split-second moment 
can affect outcomes over a longer 
period of time.  He shared an 
acronym that he uses with some of 
his athlete clients – CAR (Choices, 
Attitude, Response) and counseled 
that a response need to be “in the 
moment” – not stuck in the past or 
weighed by fear of the future.  He 
compared “moments” as measured 
by clocks and by hourglasses, 
noting that clocks work all the time 
but that the sand in an hourglass 
eventually runs out and advising 
that attendees make the most of 
moments in their lives and not just 
go through the motions.

Van Hoozer also commented 
on the “PIE” – Partners in Educa-
tion – acronym used by the district, 
and re-envisioned it as “Possibili-
ties, Impact and Encouragement.”  
Using the story of a third string 
NFL quarterback for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, he advised the crowd to 
focus on “possibilities” rather than 
“probabilities.”  Staying focused on 
“possibilities” gives hope to some-
body, he said, leading to impact 
and encouragement.

He also advised attendees to fo-
cus on what they could control and 
to be “outcome driven and process 
focused.” “Be faithful with the reps 
you are given,” was the mantra he 
shared, also advising an “I will” 
mindset.

Van Hoozer’s last admonition 
was to “take the moment that 
you’ve been waiting for and make it 
happen.” Through that accomplish-
ment, “we can be the light,” he said.

The event also included per-
formances by the Bonnie Holland 
Elementary School Harmony 
Choir, who sand “Unwritten,” and 
the drumlines from Katy ISD high 
schools.

Mayde Creek Elementary Melva Moreno
Bryant Elementary Rebekah Smith
WoodCreek Elementary Ivy Nguyen
Williams Elementary Anita Nybo
Rylander Elementary Susana Carballido
Paetow High School Karen Segura 
Hayes Elementary Lindsey Pickrel
Morton Ranch High School Tamara Hall & Labyron Hall
Katy Elementary Brandi Traylor
McRoberts Elementary Ashlynn Bensuk
Morton Ranch Elementary Dani Sanchez
Cimarron Elementary Morgan Williams
Seven Lakes High School Eloisa Patel
Tays Jr. High Julie Ingram 
WoodCreek Jr. High Shannon Nemic
Robertson Elementary Jessi Daigle
Creech Elementary Nicole Slusz
Golbow Elementary Denise Cupit
Nottingham Country Elementary Sarah Easterling
Holland Elementary Tina Park 
Davidson Elementary Paola Maidla
Hutsell Elementary Marisol Ramirez
Pattison Elementary Jessica Doherty
Fielder Elementary Jennifer Harvey
Jenks Elementary Lisa Ortiz 
Taylor High School Tara Weatherwax
Katy Jr. High Jackie Henderson
Stephens Elementary Maria Benumea
Wolman Elementary Melanie Campbell
Youngblood Elementary Susan Gaston
West Memorial Jr. High Cori Harbuck
McElwain Elementary Alisia Broussard
Beck Jr. High Sara Seraj
Haskett Jr. High Walter Thomas
Bethke Elementary Beth Vedros
Stanley Elementary Christy Black

Seven Lakes Jr. High Quenisha Phillips
Randolph Elementary Jessica Mahdi
Kilpatrick Elementary Samantha Rich
Memorial Parkway Jr. High Claudia Stone
Leonard Elementary Stacy Vice
Cardiff Jr. High Channary Wu
Schmalz Elementary Samantha Asmatey
Rhoads Elementary Ashley Miller
Wilson Elementary Sam Rader
Campbell Elementary Jamie Wong
Faldyn Elementary Joseph Adkins
McDonald Jr. High Melissas Gaston
Shafer Elementary Brittany Dyal 
Katy High School Roy Frankum
McRoberts Elementary Ashlynn Bensuk
Memorial Parkway Elementary Cynthia Gomez
Mayde Creek Jr. High Anna Mansfield 
Sundown Elementary Kathleen Preece
Franz Elementary Beatriz Hercules
Morton Ranch Jr. High Monica Rexach
Mayde Creek High School Tania Morales
King Elementary Tianna Delude
Exley Elementary Amanda Hyman
Cinco Ranch Jr. High Rachel Yelin 
Griffin Elementary Vicky Tillerson
West Memorial Elementary Holly Ybarra 
Alexander Elementary Amy Haskell
McMeans Jr. High Lori Katragadda
Adams Jr. High Gina Cummings 
Wolfe Elementary Laura Wolf
Beckendorff Jr. High Kim Carter
Winborn Elementary Yumi Rawlinson
Jordan High School Amber Chatten
Bear Creek Elementary Jen Weston
McDonald Jr. High Melissa Gaston
Cinco Ranch High School Candace Perkins

Katy ISD principals recognized the “Volunteer of the Year” from each one of the district’s campuses, who stood to be recognized.

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR

SUSAN ROVEGNO

School emblems lined the Merrell Center as campuses honored their volunteers at Katy ISD’s annual salute to volunteers on April 26 at the arena, 6301 S. 
Stadium Lane in Katy.

Leadership expert and sports performance 
coach Mike Van Hoozer was the keynote speaker 
at Katy ISD’s annual salute to volunteers on 
April 26 at the Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium 
Lane in Katy.

SUSAN ROVEGNO
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Scores
BI-DISTRICT

• Cinco Ranch 11, George Ranch 6, 
• Cinco Ranch 0, George Ranch 9
• Cinco Ranch 5, George Ranch 2
• Katy 10, Dulles 0
• Katy 14, Dulles 0
• Taylor 7, Ridge Point 0
• Taylor 11, Ridge Point 1
• Tompkins 8, Travis 5

Schedule
AREA

Thursday
• Game 1: Katy vs. Chavez, 6:30 p.m. 
   at Butler Stadium
• Game 1: Tompkins at Memorial, 6:30 p.m.
• Game 1: Cinco Ranch vs. Bellaire, 6:30 p.m. 
   at Cy-Lakes

Friday
• One-Game Playoff: Taylor vs. Heights, 6:30 p.m.
• Game 2: Katy vs. Chavez, 6:30 p.m.
• Game 2: Tompkins vs. Memorial, 6:30 p.m.
• Game 2: Cinco Ranch vs. Bellaire, 6:30 p.m. 
   at Cy-Lakes

Saturday
• Game 3: Katy vs. Chavez, 10 a.m. (if 
   needed)
• Cinco Ranch vs. Bellaire, 11 a.m. at Cy-Lakes 
   (if needed)
• Game 3: Tompkins vs. Memorial, 1:30 p.m. 
   (if needed)

Schedule
BI-DISTRICT

Thursday
• Game 1: Cinco Ranch vs. Elkins, 6 p.m. 
   at Langham Creek
• Game 1: Katy vs. Travis, 6 p.m. at Cy-Park
• Game 1: Tompkins vs. George Ranch, 
   6:30 p.m.
• Game 1: Taylor at Ridge Point, 7 p.m.

Friday
• Game 2: Cinco Ranch vs. Elkins, 6 p.m. 
   at Langham Creek
• Game 2: Katy vs. Travis, 6 p.m. at Cy-Park
• Game 2: Tompkins at George Ranch, 6:30 p.m.
• Game 2: Taylor vs. Ridge Point, 7 p.m.

Saturday
• Game 3: Cinco Ranch vs. Elkins, 1 p.m. 
   at Langham Creek (if needed)
• Game 3: Katy vs. Travis, 2 p.m. at Cy-Park 
   (if needed)
• Game 3: Taylor at Ridge Point, 2 p.m. 
   (if needed)
• Game 3: Tompkins vs. George Ranch, 
   5 p.m. at Langham Creek (if needed)

Saturday
• Class 6A State Track & Field Meet

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF MAY 3

BASEBALL

SOFTBALL

SCORES &

TRACK & FIELD

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

It had been over a decade 
since Taylor had won a playoff 
series.

The Mustangs took a step 
last year, making it to the 
playoffs and putting up a strong 
fight against George Ranch, 
but this year’s group had bigger 

goals. This year, the Mustangs 
are focused on advancing and 
making a run.

Taylor took its first step 
in doing that on Wednesday, 
breaking a 13-year drought 
with no playoff wins by beating 
Ridge Point 7-0 in the first game 
of a three-game bi-district 
series, gaining a huge advan-
tage over the Panthers, before 

beating Ridge Point 11-1 Friday 
night to complete the sweep.

“We want this so badly,” 
said senior pitcher Ari Hughes, 
"We want to get this win and go 
to the next round. We got the 
experience last year of the play-
offs but we want to go further 
this year. It’s given us a lot of 

Taylor sweeps Ridge Point, advances 
to area for first time since 2011Katelyn 

Wentzler 
hits during 

Wednesday's 
bi-district 

round game 
between 

Taylor and 
Ridge Point 

at the Jordan 
softball field.

TYLER TYRE

See TAYLOR, page B5

Cinco Ranch rallies 
past George Ranch, 
advances to area
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Suzanne Reeve woke up confident 
on Saturday morning.

The Cinco Ranch head coach and 
her team were in a tough situation 
Saturday, going up against District 
20-6A winner George Ranch in a 
winner take all game three of their 
bi-district series, but Reeve had a 
good feeling, and when she walked 
into the Cinco Ranch softball field 
that feeling only got stronger. She 
knew that the Cougars were going to 
find a way to keep their season going.

“I went home last night and I said 
‘we are going to win this game on 
Saturday,’” Reeve said. “Then when I 
saw the girls this morning, saw their 

body language and the way they were 
ready to go, I just knew it right then. I 
felt it, these girls were going to find a 
way and they did that. I’m so proud.”

Cinco (15-14) did find a way, scor-
ing five runs in the sixth inning of the 
deciding game to beat George Ranch 
(24-7) 5-2, as the Cougars advanced 
to the area round for the third straight 
season. It took everything from Cinco 
Ranch — the team fell behind by two 
runs in the second inning, but rallied 
late to take a thrilling win.

George Ranch had a chance to 
break things open in the second in-
ning, loading the bases with no outs 
and got a run off an RBI single from 

See CINCO, page B5

TYLER TYRE 

Cinco Ranch’s softball team celebrates after Lindsey DeLeon hit a grand slam during Saturday’s bi-district game between Cinco Ranch and George 
Ranch at the Cinco Ranch softball field.

Katy downs Dulles in bi-district round
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy has been excited for this 
moment all year.

All year the Tigers have wanted 
a chance to get back to the play-
offs, a chance to prove themselves 
and a chance to keep their season 
going.

That moment finally came for 
the Tigers and they didn’t dis-
appoint, sweeping Dulles in the 
bi-district round behind two run 
rule wins, including a 14-0 win on 
Friday.

“We work extremely hard,” said 
junior third baseman Hailey Gore. 
“We’ve been striving to get here 
all year and it fuels us. We practice 
hard and then once we step on 
that field we instantly are in game 
mode. This team has been ready 
to go every game and we weren’t 
going to change that today.”

Katy took no time putting 
its foot on the gas, as Gore gave 
them the lead in her first at bat of 
the game on a double. Camryn 
Harrison followed that up with a 
double of her own that drove in 
a run and Ella-Kate Smith hit a 
single that made it 3-0 after one 
inning. Katy went on to score six 
runs in the second inning and five 
runs in the third, with the backups 
coming in to close the game out in 
the fourth and fifth innings. 

Gore had four RBIs in the 
game, hitting two doubles and a 
three run home run and she also 
scored three runs, Smith led the 
team with five RBIs on two hits, 
including a grand slam in the 
second inning that helped break 
the game open. Ashtyn Reichardt 
drove in a run and scored three 
while Camryn Harrison drove 
in one run and scored twice 
while drawing two walks. Lauryn 
Soeken pitched three innings of 
shutout ball, striking out three 
while not allowing a hit and not 
walking a batter before Caylee 
Gayton closed out the game in the 
final two innings by striking out 
four and not walking any or allow-
ing a hit as the two combined for 
a no hitter. 

“Hailey has had a great season 
and she continued that today,” 
said Katy head coach Kalum 
Haack. “It’s been all year that 
she has proven herself. The hard 
work that she has put in over the 

See KATY, page B7

Above: Hailey Gore hits during 
Friday’s bi-district round game 
between Katy and Dulles at the 
Katy softball field. Left: Caylee 
Gaytan pitches during Friday’s 
bi-district round game between 
Katy and Dulles at the Katy 
softball field.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

“Hailey has had a 
great season and 
she continued that 
today. ... Hailey has 
stepped up as a 
leader as well and 
it’s just made her a 
better player both 
defensively and 
offensively.”

KALUM HAACK,  
Katy head coach
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONSNOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 5C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 5 A P P L Y  T O D A YA P P L Y  T O D A Y

Looking for new business relationships? Do you want a more
in-depth knowledge of how the Katy community operates?
Leadership Katy is a civic leadership development program
aimed at convening, connecting and mobilizing a pipeline of
promising leaders to explore and address key business and
community issues in the Katy community.

814 East Avenue, Ste. G | Katy, TX 77493
281-391-5289 | info@katychamber.com

Use this
QR code
to apply!

will be closed on 

Monday, May 27, 2024
in observance of

Memorial Day
Deadline for advertising and editorial copy for

May 30, 2024 publication is Thursday, May 23, Noon.

Honoring Their Sacrifice.
Remembering Their Lives. Celebrating Their Memory.

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

It’s been an up and down year for Katy.
The Tigers led District 19-6A for much of 

the year but there were times when mistakes 
would come back to bite them, whether it be 
inconsistency on offense or other areas of 
the field.

The Tigers (20-10, 13-3) dropped an 
important series  late in district to Cinco 
Ranch, but they bounced back and still had 
a chance to achieve one of their big goals, 
which they did on Friday, clinching a share 
of the District 19-6A championship and the 
second seed out of district with a sweep of 
Taylor (21-12-1, 11-5), beating the Mustangs 
11-0 in the team's final district game.

“It’s a big step for us to get this second 
seed,” said Katy head coach Wes Hearne. 
“We finished third last year and went on 
a big run and we are going to have to go 
through a tough bracket again. The kids 
are excited though and we just have to get 
ready.” 

The Tigers got some much needed 
momentum from their two games against 
Taylor. Katy came into the week with the 
possibility of finishing first or falling as far 
as fourth in district. The Tigers two wins 
secured a top two spot and they closed out 
district in emphatic fashion on Friday.

Katy got to work right away in the first 
inning. Connor Udland worked himself out 
a jam in the top of the inning, overcoming 
allowing two runners on with one out to get 
out of it unscathed, and then the offense had 
a very strong bottom half of the inning. Katy 
loaded the bases and got a run on a bases 
loaded walk to take the lead, which chased 
Taylor’s starting pitcher from the game early. 
An error then gave the Tigers two more runs 
before Jeremy Mazariegos singled in a fourth 
to give Katy an early advantage. 

Katy added on in the fifth, getting a run 
on a bases loaded walk and then getting 
another on an Ashten Ballew single before 
three more runs scored errors, AJ Atkinson 
then hit a single that drove in a run and 
made it 10-0 after three, with the Tigers 
scoring their 11th in the fourth inning on an 
Aiden Schipper sacrifice fly. 

“It was so big for us to finish off district 
this way and have good performances 
against a good Taylor team,” said junior 
pitcher Connor Udland. “I think that it’s just 
going to elevate how we play in the playoffs, 
I can’t wait for it.”

Udland had a huge day on the mound for 
Katy to continue his monster season. The 
junior pitched all five innings and struck out 
six while allowing just three hits and walking 
three in the win.

“He’s such a quiet guy, but when he gets 
up there, he’s a different guy. He has such 
a fire to him,” Hearne said. “He’s a guy that 
throws a lot of strikes and doesn’t walk 
people. That’s half the battle for pitchers and 
we’re just fortunate to have a guy like that.”

The Tigers' next step is to be ready for the 
playoffs. It’s something this group is familiar 
with, going to the regional semifinals and 
the regional final in the past two years, but 
every player knows they will have to contin-
ue to improve to reach that level again.

“The guys are finally starting to have good 
at bats offensively and grind things out, see 
pitches and do the right things,” Hearne said. 
“We’ve talked about it a lot this season and 
these guys are doing it now. We just have to 
keep getting better at that and work up pitch 
counts. We’re going to get into a schedule of 
getting these guys ready for the playoffs and 
see where it takes us.”

Katy ready for playoffs after sweep of Taylor

TYLER TYRE

Christian Jaquay pitches during Friday’s game between Katy and Taylor at the Katy baseball field.

TYLER TYRE 

Connor Udland pitches during Friday’s game between Katy 
and Taylor at the Katy baseball field.

Left: AJ Atkinson hits during Friday’s game between Katy and Taylor at 
the Katy baseball field. Above:  Nate Larsen hits during Friday’s game 
between Katy and Taylor at the Katy baseball field.Below: Jeremy 
Mazariegos hits during Friday’s game between Katy and Taylor at the 
Katy baseball field.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE
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Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Cinco Ranch has gone from 
one end of the pendulum to the 
other this season. 

The Cougars had to go through 
lows to reach the heights they are 
at now, going from an 0-3 start 
in district play to back-to-back 
district champions who closed 
district out on a 13-game district 
winning streak.

The Cougars clinched it all with 
a 2-1 win on Friday night over 
Seven Lakes where Ethan Muniz 
threw a gem of a complete game, 
striking out six and allowing just 
four hits without walking a batter 
and only allowing one earned run, 
while Dylan Muniz drove in a run 
on a single and Paul Acosta scored 
the winning run in the second 
inning on a wild pitch. 

It’s the first time in school 
history that the Cougars baseball 
program has won back to back 
district titles and it’s a moment 
that they made sure to celebrate.

“it’s a special moment for us,” 
said Cinco Ranch head coach 
Brett Wallace. “But to do this from 
where we started makes it even 
more special. Our guys fought to 
get out of that hole and then to win 
it in a close game the way we did 
was great. It was a good challenge 
for us heading into playoffs.”

The Cougars were in a must-
win situation for all district if they 
wanted to defend that district title 
and they did everything they had 
to do, starting their winning streak 
in a thrilling game against Tomp-
kins before going on to sweep the 
rest of their district opponents, 
including Katy in two dominant 
wins that secured the first seed in 
the playoffs for Cinco. 

“The guys never dropped their 
heads after those first three games 
because we were in all of them 
and were just one hit away from 
turning them into wins,” Wallace 
said. “Sometimes you do things 

right and it doesn’t fall your way. 
After those three games, the ball 
started to fall our way and our 
guys just kept getting better and 
better.”

The Cougars have been 
bolstered by a strong and deep 
pitching staff that has helped 
them go on this huge run. The 
trio of Josh Morelli, Ethan Muniz 
and Brayden Hodge have shut 
teams down on the mound as 
starters while Thomas Guys has 
been strong as the first man on in 
relief.  The Cougars have given up 
just over two runs a game on the 
season and the offense has been 
tremendous as well, with Cinco 
outscoring opponents by over 
four runs a game in district play. 

“They all throw strikes and 
that’s the key to success in high 
school is to throw strikes and 
pound the zone,” Wallace said. 
“We have a really good defense 
to back them up as well with 
guys like Brock (DeYoung), Lucas 
(Franco) at third and Karten 
(Kleiwig) at second and our 

outfield is good too and that helps 
take that pressure off the pitchers. 
That’s been the key to our success, 
limit free bases and that’s been 
a big emphasis this year that the 
guys have done well with.”

The next step for the Cougars 
is playoffs. Cinco Ranch went on 
the biggest run in program history 
last year, reaching the regional 
semifinals before falling to state 
finalist Pearland. The Cougars 
want to make another run this 
year and they have guys who have 
been there before, a huge advan-
tage and something they didn’t 
have last season. 

“Having guys that have that 
experience in the playoffs from 
last year I think is going to really 
help us out,” Wallace said. “The 
moment isn’t going to be too big 
for them and hopefully they can 
help those guys who haven’t been 
here before settle in. We’ve been 
there and done that, the expec-
tation now is to keep it going, not 
just to make the playoffs, but to 
make another run at it.”

Cinco Ranch out to make a  
run after clinching second 
straight district championship

Cinco Ranch one step 
from district title after 
win over Seven Lakes
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Cinco Ranch has worked all 
year to get to this position.

It’s been a grind. But the 
Cougars have gone on the biggest 
run of any team in the district. 
The Cougars have treated every 
game as a must win and it has led 
to them going on a 12-game dis-
trict win streak and put them in 
prime position to clinch a second 
straight district championship.

The Cougars came into this 
week knowing that two wins to 
close out district would secure 
that goal and Cinco took that first 
step on Tuesday by beating Seven 
Lakes 12-1 in five innings. 

“The guys just followed our 
approach that we’ve had all 
season and they did a great job of 
it today,” said Cinco Ranch head 
coach Brett Wallace. “Our motto 
is to hit it hard and low. The guys 
all practice that and it’s helped 
us on this win streak. They take 
advantage of what pitchers give 
them and the way we play just 
puts pressure on other teams.”

Cinco took no time getting 
ahead in the game, as Brock 
DeYoung hit a leadoff home run 
in his first at bat of the game. 
DeYoung then drove in antoher 
in the second inning with an RBI 
single as the Cougars gained an 
early advantage.

“He’s our sparkplug,” Wallace 
said. “If he gets a hit in the first 
inning it seems like we always 
find a way to score him. He gets 
on base a lot and anytime he 
does we feel like our guys can get 
him in. The lineup behind him 
puts balls in play, hits it hard and 
we just find ways to score runs. 
But Brock starts all of that.”

Cinco’s offense exploded 
in the fourth inning. Karsten 
Kleiwig hit a fielders choice to get 
the scoring started before scoring 
himself on an error. Lucas Franco 
then made it 6-0 with a single 
that brought in two more. Dylan 
Muniz hit a single that drove in 
another run and Luis Gomez 
brought in another on a double, 
walks and hit by pitches then 
stretched the Cougars lead to 12. 
Seven Lakes got one run back in 
the fourth when Austin Hass-

mann hit an RBI single, but Cinco 
closed the game out strong to 
take the win in a run rule. 

DeYoung led the way offen-
sively with his two RBIs and two 
runs scored on two hits, while 
Franco also drove in two. Josh 
Morelli had a strong day on the 
mound and allowed no earned 
runs through five innings, allow-
ing just three hits while striking 
out three and walking two. 

“This whole team just feeds 
off each other — everyone in that 
dugout is my brother,” DeYoung 
said. “We even go play pickleball 
together. We really do everything 
together — we go eat, we hang 
out, it’s not just the practices —
everyone here is always lifting 
each other up and it’s amazing.”

The Cougars can clinch at 
least a share of the district title 
and will secure the first seed out 
of district with a win on Friday 
over Seven Lakes at home, as the 
Cougars also swept Katy earlier 
this season. It would be a sweet 
moment for Cinco, which had 
to go on this big run after a slow 
start to district play as they try to 
win their second straight district 
championship.

“We’re focusing on the game 
in front of us but it’s important 
and we really want it,” DeYoung 
said. “It’s the first time in school 
history we’d go back to back and 
there isn’t a better group of guys 
to do it with. I’m excited we have 
this opportunity.”

TYLER TYRE 

Karsten Kleiwig celebrates with Jase Morris after Kleiweg turned a double play during Tuesday’s 
game between Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at the Seven Lakes baseball field.

TYLER TYRE 

Cinco Ranch players celebrate after a Brock DeYoung home run during Tuesday’s game between Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at the Seven Lakes 
baseball field.

TYLER TYRE 

Dylan Muniz hits during Tuesday’s game between Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at the Seven Lakes 
baseball field.

TYLER TYRE 

Josh Morelli pitches during Tuesday’s game 
between Cinco Ranch and Seven Lakes at the 
Seven Lakes baseball field.
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INVITATION TO BIDDERS 
Sealed Bids addressed to Katy Development Authority, Attention Mr. Jonas W.
Conner, President, Board of Directors, will be received at City of Katy City Hall,
901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, until 11:00 a.m. local time, Friday, May 10, 
2024, and then publicly opened and read for “Traffic Signal Improvements
Project - Pitts Road at Cane Island Pkwy” for Katy Development Authority, of 
Harris County, Texas.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the construction of a new traffic signal 
system at the intersection of Pitts Road and Cane Island Pkwy, including all labor, 
equipment, material, and incidentals required for the project. 

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened.  A
NON-MANDATORY VIRTUAL pre-bid conference will be held on Thursday,
May 2, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. local time via Zoom.us.  Attendance by each prospective 
bidder or its representative at the pre-bid conference is NOT MANDATORY. 

Information for joining the virtual meeting is given below:

Join Zoom Meeting: 
Meeting ID: 844 8509 0008
Passcode: 036608
Dial In: +13462487799,,84485090008#,,,,*036608# US (Houston)

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the required
insurance certificates and Bonds within seven (7) days after the date Contract
Documents are received by the successful bidder.  If a certified or cashier’s check is 
provided, the successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original 
certified or cashier’s check within one (1) business day of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com.  Bidders must register on this website in order to view
and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental reports for 
this Project.  There is NO charge to view or download documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and 
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except the time for submitting a Bid.  
The successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder, which in the Board’s 
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply to 
this Bid and the bidder agrees that the Contract Documents can be terminated 
if the bidder knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of 
that subchapter.

WHEN VETERI-
NARY CARE is 
unavailable or 
unaffordable, ask 
for Happy Jack® 
animal health-
care products. 
For dogs, horses, 
& cats. At Tractor 
Supply®.     www.
happyjackinc.com

CLOUD ARCHI-
TECT (KATY, 
TX): Oversee 
co’s cloud com-
puting strategy, 
incl cloud adop-
tion plans, cloud 
mgmt, & moni-
toring. Oversee 
architecture & de-
ployment in cloud 
environments, incl 
public, private, & 
hybrid cloud. Act 
as consultant to 
the organization 
by continuous-
ly researching & 
studying the latest 
trends & issues. 
Drive enterprise 
o rgan i za t i ona l 
alignment to en-
sure successful 
cloud adoption, 
security, gover-
nance, monitor-
ing, & risk mgmt 
is adhered to. 
Dsgn cloud envi-
ronments w/ a fo-
cus on cloud na-
tive technologies 
& demonstrate 
technical cloud ar-
chitectural knowl, 
playing a vital role 
in the dsgn of pro-
duction, staging, 
QA, & dvlpmt of 
cloud infrastruc-
tures running in 
24×7 environ-
ments. Implmt & 
oversee all as-
pects of the cloud 
environment incl 
p r o v i s i o n i n g , 
scale, monitoring, 
& security. Deliver 
cloud strategies, 
aligned w/ busi-
ness objectives 
& w/ a focus on 
cloud migrations. 
Provide leader-
ship in infrastruc-
ture migration 
methodologies & 
techniques incl 
mass application 
movements into 
the cloud incl im-
plmtn of cloud 
native w/in global 
enterprise envi-
ronments. Nurture 
cloud computing 
expertise inter-
nally & external-
ly to drive cloud 
adoption. Act as 
key stakeholder 
to ensure valida-
tion of new cloud 
or SaaS solutions 
adhere to archi-
tecture roadmap. 
Implmt reqd sys-
tems, solutions, 
& processes 
needed to ensure 
cloud cost, moni-
toring, scalability, 
& redundancy are 
accounted for & 
continuously vali-
dated. Ensure all 
cloud solutions 
adhere to securi-
ty & compliance 
best practices. 
Collaborate w/ 
Enterprise Archi-
tecture, Data Plat-
form, DevOps, & 
Integration teams 
to ensure cloud 
adoption follows 
standard best 
practices. Reqs: 
Master’s deg (or 
equiv) in Com-
puters, Comp 
Sci, Comp Engg, 
or related field, 
+ 5 yrs of exp in 
position involv-
ing similar duties/
tech’l capabilities. 
Must be willing to 
relocate & work 
anywhere in the 
U.S. Apply to 
Core Technology 
Services, Inc. by 
emailing your re-
sume to malek@
coreitx.com.

850
HELP WANTED

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed electronic bids, addressed to Synova Ph. 1 Bid 
Package 1A will be received through email, at the address:
mminero@halff.com, until 2:00 p.m. Thursday, May 16, 
2024, at which time all bids will be opened and publicly
read at the offices of Halff (14800 St Marys Ln #160,
Houston, TX 77079) for the furnishing of material,
equipment, labor and supervision necessary or incidental
to the Construction of Synova Ph. 1 Bid Package 1A.
Proposals tendered after closing will not be opened. 
Scope of Project: 1. Concrete Flatwork, 2. Landscaping,
3. Irrigation, 4. Minor Site Grading and Preparation,
5. SWPPP Maintenance & Removal, 6. Select Clearing.
Bid documents to be provided to interested bidders, upon 
request, at the email provided above. The successful bidder 
may be required to provide a performance bond, payment 
bond, and a maintenance bond as provided for in the bid 
documents, for the full amount of the contract. The Owner 
reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors, Harris County Municipal
Utility District No. 171, will be electronically received, until 2 p.m. Local Time, 
Thursday, May 16, 2024 and then publicly opened and read at the offices of SWA 
Group Landscape Architects, 712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 
for “Elyson Basin D Trail Landscape”, Harris County, Texas. In addition to the
opening of sealed Bids at the address above, you may view the public opening of 
sealed Bids via Zoom. Join the meeting from your computer at https://swagroup.
zoom.us/j/8408644870?omn=99438048425; Meeting ID: 840 864 4870.

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited to, the construction 
of pedestrian trail, sprinkler irrigation, grading, grassing, planting, and landscape 
maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. A MANDATORY 
pre-bid conference will be held Friday, May 10, 2024, at 10 a.m. Local Time, 
via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer at https://swagroup.zoom.
us/j/8408644870?omn=93284123480; Meeting ID: 840 864 4870. Attendance by
each prospective bidder or its representative at the pre-bid conference is
MANDATORY, and no Bid will be opened unless the bidder or representative was 
present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, 
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total 
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract 
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the required insurance 
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received 
by the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful bidder 
shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original certified or cashier’s check 
within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com: search NWCt207. Bidders must register on this website
in order to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge to view or download 
documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in 
compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding 
Rules and all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted through
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this website in order to submit a 
Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on 
this website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract
Documents may be accepted, executed or agreed to through the use of an
Electronic Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic 
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects 
and irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid. 
The successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply 
to this Bid and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if 
the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a requirement 
of that subchapter.

Reach potential buyers
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Place your ad today at
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MOTORCYCLES & MORE

HOMES FOR
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www.katytimes.com
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today!

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.
To advertise, call us at

281-391-3141

TexSCAN Week of 
April 28-May 4, 2024

ACREAGE
Affordable Owner Financed Land. We have some 
of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South Texas, West 
Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
Coyote Hil ls  Ranch Annual  Lim-Flex & 
Limousin Production Sale – Sat., May 4, noon, 
at the Ranch, Chattanooga, OK. Selling 95 
Lots Limousin & Lim-Flex. Bid Live online at 
www.LiveAuctions.tv. Call 580-695-2831 to receive 
a catalog or view catalog at www.coyotehillsok.com, 
www.lawrencefamilylimousin.com. 

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELL PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC – Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out ythe wet area and do 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home that needs to be dried, 
call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call! 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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At the Ranch, Chattanooga, OK 

1 mile west, 2 miles south and 1 mile west of  Chattanooga, OK on Hwy 5.

SELLING 95 LOTS
Limousin & Lim-Flex

 Many Homozygous Black and/or Homozygous Polled
• 50 FALL- CALVING PAIRS - with big fall calves to be split sale day.

• 25 SPRING PAIRS - with calves at side
• 10 SHOW HEIFER PROSPECTS - all Lim-Flex

• 10 BREEDING AGE LIM FLEX BULLS - All Black. All Polled 
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drive and motivation, we want to 
push forward and go to area.”

It only took one at bat for the 
Mustangs to settle their nerves, 
as leadoff hitter Kaelyn Lerma 
stepped to the plate and slammed 
a solo home run to start the game. 
Even if there were any doubts 
before that, it quelled them and 
gave the rest of the Taylor team 
the belief that they could compete 
with anyone. 

“It was a big exhale for every-
one in the dugout,” said Taylor 
head coach Billie Powell. “When 
you have somebody like Kaelyn 
at the top of the lineup like that 
it’s so impactful and this is what 
she’s done for us all season. But 
it allowed us to relax a little bit 
and it gave the dugout that feeling 
that they knew they could do this. 
It was a big boost right when we 
needed it.”

Taylor settled in and started 
adding on in the third inning. 
Bethany Fan plated the Mustangs 
second run on a sacrifice grounder 
and Sophia Ybanez hit a double 

that brought another home. 
Hughes hit an RBI single and 
Alyssa Sharrock made it 5-0 after 
three inning by driving in another 
run on a fielders choice. Taylor 
added two more in the seventh, 
one on a Katelyn Wentzler double 
and another on a Taylor Gray 
double as the Mustangs went on 
to close out the game in strong 
fashion.

“We just sat and waited on 
pitches that missed, when they did 
we took advantage of it,” Lerma 
said. “Ridge Point has a good 
pitcher so we had to pick and 
choose when to get aggressive and 
attack only our pitches. That was 
a big part of our success today, we 

didn’t strike out once and we put 
balls in play.”

Taylor’s offense was big with 13 
hits in the game, but Hughes was 
equally as impressive, pitching a 
complete game and not allowing 
a run on seven hits while striking 
out six. Ridge Point got runners in 
scoring position in three different 
innings, but each time Hughes 
stepped up and kept the Panthers 
from getting on the scoreboard.

“Nothing bothers her,” Powell 
said. “Ari thinks every single time 
she’s up there no matter who she’s 
facing, no matter the situation, that 
she is going to win that battle. It’s 
a special mentality, we could be 
up five runs or down five runs and 

nothing changes for her. Ari just 
goes out and executes every single 
pitch the same way — it’s special.”

Lerma added three RBIs in Fri-
day’s game while Wentzler drove in 
four runs. Hughes pitched another 
complete game, striking out two in 
five innings and allowing just one 
run on six hits.

“We can still be better,” Lerma 
said. “We’re going to enjoy this but 
we are going to be ready. We have 
to be better at moving runners on 
Friday and we have to figure out 
how to produce every time we 
have someone on base. No team 
is going to go down quietly so we 
have to make sure we out produce 
them.”

from page B1
TAYLOR
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Bethany Fan hits during Wednesday's bi-district round game between Taylor and Ridge Point at the 
Jordan softball field.

 TYLER TYRE 

Ari Hughes pitches during Wednesday's bi-district round game between Taylor and Ridge Point at the Jordan softball field.

 TYLER TYRE 

Alyssa Sharrock catches a pop fly during 
Wednesday's bi-district round game between 
Taylor and Ridge Point at the Jordan softball 
field.

Abigail Dominguez, but Faith Piper 
stepped up and limited the damage, 
throwing out two runners at the plate 
and keeping another ball in the in-
field that turned into a fielders choice 
as the Cougars kept the George 
Ranch lead to only 2-0. 

“It was big for us I think,” Piper 
said. “Even with them scoring it shift-
ed the momentum. We kept them at 
two runs and that frustrated them a 
bit and it gave us a better chance at 
coming back later in the game.”

George Ranch held the Cinco 
offense at bay for the first five innings 
of the game, but the Cougars broke 
through in a big way in the bottom of 
the sixth. Cinco loaded the bases with 
no outs and Lindsey DeLeon stepped 
to the plate and had the biggest hit 
of her life, launching a grand slam 
over the right field wall to give Cinco 
the lead. The Cougars kept it going, 
getting a runner in scoring position 
after a single and an error and Katie 
Schmidt-Pena hit an RBI single to 
make it a three-run lead.

“We knew that we were the better 
team and that we could wear them 
down and eventually get those runs,” 
DeLeon said. “The coaches put that 
mindset in us and we grinded for it all 
day. To be the one who put us ahead 
and to hit that grand slam was such 
an amazing feeling.”

Cinco got the final three outs in 
a strong top of the seventh, working 
around a double to not give up a run 
and seal the win.

Savannah Henningson had a 
strong day on the mound. The senior 
overcame the two run second inning 
and didn’t allow a run the rest of 
the way, working out of trouble on 
multiple occasions, allowing 10 hits 
but just the one earned run while 
striking out two and not walking a 
batter.

“Savannah is amazing up there,” 
Reeve said. “She’s so methodical up 
there and precise with her pitching. 
I’m sure she wanted to be in there the 
first two games, but when her num-
ber was called she fought and she was 
amazing when we needed her. We 
knew we would have to rally today 
and the whole team did it together.”

Cinco Ranch advances to play Bel-
laire in the area round of the playoffs, 
times and dates to be determined. 
The Cougars are happy to have one 
more week, and they will do every-
thing to keep advancing.

“I’m so excited,” Piper said. “This 
team deserves it. I just want to keep 
playing with these girls and I’m ex-
cited to keep going and have another 
chance.”

from page B1
CINCO

TYLER TYRE

The Cinco Ranch softball team celebrates with the Cinco Ranch baseball team after winning Saturday’s bi-district game against George Ranch.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

Above: Faith Piper makes a throw to first base during Saturday’s bi-district game between Cinco Ranch and George 
Ranch at the Cinco Ranch softball field. Left: Savannah Henningson pitches during Saturday’s bi-district game between 
Cinco Ranch and George Ranch at the Cinco Ranch softball field.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE

YOUR AD HERE

BUSINESS SERVICES

YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week
For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

We enable our customers to process credit cards 
anytime, anywhere, at the office or on the go.

Let me help you improve your bottom line!

Trudy King
Global Payments

Trudy@TrudyKing.com
832-724-7440

Named the sales executive with the best 
customer service for the last 10 years.

FENCING

Astana Business LLC
• Pergolas and fences
   installation. 
• House painting services.

FREE ESTIMATE!
346.642.9433
astanabusinessllc@gmail.com

TAX CONSULTANTS

At Bent Arrow Consulting, we combine our 
deep knowledge of property tax law with a 
personalized approach to each client’s unique 
needs. Our team is committed to delivering:
 • Property Tax Compliance & Filings
 • Negotiations & Tax Appeals
 • Accruals & Budgets
 • Tax Bill Audits
 • Appraisals and Valuations
 • Estate Planning
 • SEC Reserves

Damien Larson
512-797-9785      damien@bentarrow.net

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy ISD had a strong meet at the Region 
III-6A track and field meet and sent a num-
ber of athletes to the state track and field 
meet next week after big performances.

The highlight of the meet was the Tomp-
kins boys continuing to be one of the best in 
the state and region. The Falcons finished 
second overall, behind only Atascocita, 
finishing with 95 points, five back of first 
place, while Katy’s boys finished fifth, Cinco 
Ranch’s boys finished seventh and Seven 
Lakes’ boys finished eighth. 

The Falcons came in first place in the 
800-meter relay with a time of one minute 
24.66 seconds and have the third fastest 
time in the state heading into the state meet. 
Jayden Keys kept up his dominant senior 
season, winning the 300-meter hurdles with 
a time of 36.72 seconds, winning the long 
jump with a jump of 7.42 meters, finish-
ing second and qualifying for state in the 
110-meter hurdles, while also being a part 
of the third place 400-meter relay team that 
qualified for state. Griffen Saacke added a 
gold medal in the 3200-meter run.

London Jackson Bray finished first in 
the 110-meter dash for Katy with a time of 
11.44 for Katy and Adam Carter and Tyler 
Willis finished first and second in the shot 
put with throws of 18.09 meters and 17.13 
meters. Mayde Creek’s Elijah Ferguson 
came in first in the 400-meter dash with a 
time of 46.78 seconds. Seven Lakes earned 
wins in the boy and girls pole vault as well as 
the girls shot put. Max Austin won the boys 
pole vault with a jump of 3.73 meters, while 
Carla Angueira-Colombani finished first 
in the girls pole vault with a jump of 3.73 
meters, Janey Campbell joined them on the 
gold medal stand by winning the girls shot 
put with a throw of 14.25 meters. 

In Class 4A, the Royal girls won both the 
400 and 800-meter relays. A team of Adri-
anna Propet-Smith, Andrea Shaw, Aliyah 
Wilson and Airriona Jackson came in first 
both relays. The team won the 400-meter re-
lay with a time of 48.11 seconds and won the 
800-meter relay with a time of one minute, 
42.06 seconds.

Katy ISD sends athletes to state track and field meet
Tompkins boys finish 
second at regional meet

Following is the full list of state 
qualifiers from Katy ISD and Royal ISD.
Numbers are state qualifier rankings

Class 6A Girls
3200-meter run
8. Jamie Klander, Mayde Creek, 
10:40.19

400-meter relay
7. Paetow, 46.32

800-meter run
7. Elizabeth Brooks, Katy, 2:13.01

100-meter dash
2. London Jackson Bray, Katy, 11.44

200-meter dash
8. London Jackson Bray, Katy, 23.72

1600-meter run
9. Rowan Saacke, Tompkins, 4:55.65

Pole Vault
Carla Angueira-Colombani, Seven 
Lakes, 12-03
3. Kayla Byrd, Cinco Ranch, 12-00

Shot Put
1. Janey Campbell, Seven Lakes, 46-09
7. Staphanie Williams, Seven Lakes, 
43-07.75

Class 6A Boys
3200-meter run
8. Griffen Saacke, Tompkins, 9:14.69
9. Matthew Montgomery, Seven Lakes, 
9:15.75

400-meter relay
3. Tompkins, 40.37

110-meter hurdles
2. Jayden Keys, Tompkins, 13.63

100-meter dash
5. Kevin Bello, Cinco Ranch, 10.43

800-meter relay
3. Tompkins, 1:24.66

400-meter dash
1. Elijah Ferguson, Mayde Creek, 46.78
4. Kevin Bello, Cinco Ranch, 47.20

300-meter hurdles
1. Jayden Keys, Tompkins, 36.72
4. James Ledbetter, Jordan, 37.33

200-meter dash
2. Jhase McMillan, Tompkins, 20.69
5. Blake Hamilton, Tompkins, 21.10

Discus
8. Joseph Otu Ugwu, Paetow, 167-04

Long jump
2. Jayden Keys, Tompkins, 24-04.25

Pole Vault
3. Max Austin, Seven Lakes, 16-00

Shot Put
2. Adam Carter, Katy, 59-04.25
6. Tyler Willis, Katy, 56.02.50
Triple Jump
6. Harrison Lowe, Seven Lakes, 47-10

Class 4A Girls
400-meter relay
2. Brookshire Royal, 47.81

800-meter relay
4. Brookshire Royal, 1:42.06

100-meter dash
5. Adrianna Prophet-Smith, Brookshire 
Royal, 12.06

STATE TRACK & FIELD QUALIFIERS

Katy’s Adam Carter and Tyler Willis finished first and 
second in the shotput at the Region III-6A track and 
field meet.

Tompkins’ Griffen Saacke won the 300-meter run at the Region 
III-6A track and field meet.

Tompkins’ Jayden Keys won the long jump and the 300-meter 
hurdles at the Region III-6A track and field meet.

Above:  Katy’s London 
Jackson Bray finished 
first in the 100-meter 
dash at the Region III-6A 
track and field meet.
Left: Mayde Creek’s 
Elijah Ferguson won the 
400-meter dash at the 
Region III-6A track and 
field meet.

PHOTOS COURTESY KATY ISD

The Brookshire Royal 800-meter relay came in first at the Region IV-6A track and field meet.
Seven Lakes’ Max Austin won the pole vault at the Region III-6A track and field 
meet.
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• Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the
   top-right corner
OR
• Call 281-391-3141
OR
• Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678,
   Katy, Tx 77492-0678

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR JUST $35.00 per YEAR!
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More With
Community…
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TODAY!

Stay engaged, informed and active with a
subscription to your community newspaper! 

summer and offseason has 
paid off. Hailey has stepped 
up as a leader as well and 
it’s just made her a better 
player both defensively and 
offensively.”

Katy will try to keep 
their same mentality as 
they enter the area round, 
as they advance to play 

Chavez, time and dates to 
be determined. The Tigers 
know first hand there 
can’t be any let up. That 
happened last year, and 
Katy was upset by Bellaire 
in the second round of the 
playoffs — the players have 
not forgotten that feeling.

“We want to just go out 

there and destroy this next 
team,” Gore said. “We know 
what we are capable of as a 
team and we just want to go 
out there and beat whoever 
is in our way. We aren’t 
going to make the same 
mistake as last year and we 
are super pumped up for 
this next one.” 

from page B1
KATY
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Paige Stall hits during Friday’s bi-district round game between Katy and Dulles at the Katy softball field.

Ella-Kate 
Smith hits 
during 
Friday’s 
bi-district 
round game 
between 
Katy and 
Dulles at the 
Katy softball 
field.

TYLER TYRE

Tompkins storms past Travis in bi-district round
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins was out to change things this year.
The Falcons have been a perennial playoff 

team over the years, but each of the past three 
years the Falcons have gotten there and been 
unable to advance. 

When head coach Shay Orsak got to the 
team over the summer, she and the team talked 
about that and they set themselves a goal — 
this year they were going to break that streak.

The Falcons (16-12) did just that on Thurs-
day, beating Fort Bend Travis (15-8) in a one 
game bi-district series 8-5 and advancing to the 
area round for the first time since 2019. 

“It’s just so amazing,” said senior first base-
man and pitcher Samantha Crumrin. “Every 
year since I’ve been here we have gotten to the 
playoffs, but we haven’t been able to get past 
the first round. It’s just so awesome, for us to ex-
perience this as seniors is amazing and then we 
have a lot of freshman on the team too and they 
get this experience and that will build them up 
and make them even better going forward.”

The Falcons have been on a surge late in the 
season and it was offense again that led the Fal-
cons to the win on Thursday. Tompkins jumped 
ahead in the first inning of the game, getting 
two runners on before Lex Cebrero stepped to 
the plate and hit an RBI single to give Tompkins 
the lead. Travis tied it in the fourth inning, but 
Tompkins immediately retook the lead on a 
Lainey Wilkerson single that drove in a second 
run. 

The Falcons fell into a hole in the fifth inning 
as Travis loaded the bases before Aubrey Jones 
hit a grand slam that put the Tigers up three 
runs, but again Tompkins had the answer. 
Chloe Grigsby trimmed the lead to one in the 
bottom of the fifth inning and Tompkins kept 
going, tying it in the bottom of the sixth on a 
Leah Gershman double before Cami Hearn 
doubled in another run as the Falcons retook 
the lead. Kaylee Segura then added on two 
more with a deep double to left field that gave 
Tompkins a three-run cushion. 

“We all just said ok let’s get the lead back,” 
Kaylee Segura said. “They got the grand slam 
and that was on us, but we knew we were going 
to come back. We had been making good 
contact all night and it was a matter of time 
before we got a few more runs. It was a really 
fun game.”

 It was a good performance all around. 
Segura and Hearn both drove in two runs, while 
Leah Gershman, Segura and Peyton Ebel each 
scored two runs. Gershman pitched the first 
five innings and allowed four earned runs on 
nine hits while striking out two and walking 
two, before Crumrin came in and dominated 
the final two innings, allowing one hit and strik-
ing out two while holding Travis scoreless.

“Those two are such a good combo,” Orsak 
said. “They are each other’s biggest fans and 
they lift each other up. We had a game plan for 
them and the both of them executed it perfect-
ly. I couldn’t be more proud of the way they did 
that.”

The Falcons advance to the area round, 
where they will play the winner of Memorial 
and Lamar. It’s a big step for the Falcons, but 
they want more.

“We’ve had this mindset of moving on past 
the first round in the offseason and to see them 
celebrate that is amazing,” Orsak said. "We met 
that goal tonight but these girls are still hungry 
and we’re not done.”

Leah Gershman celebrates after getting out of an inning during Thursday's 
bi-district game between Tompkins and Travis at the Jordan softball field.

Kaylee Segura hits during Thursday's bi-district game between Tompkins and Travis at the Jordan softball 
field.

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE 

Leah Gershman pitches during Thursday's bi-district game between Tompkins and Travis at the Jordan softball 
field.

Above: Peyton Ebel throws a ball to first base during Thursday's 
bi-district game between Tompkins and Travis at the Jordan softball 
field. Below: Kaylee Segura throws a ball to first base during 
Thursday's bi-district game between Tompkins and Travis at the 
Jordan softball field.
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RETIREES

YEARS OF SERVICE

PARAPROFESSIONALS OF THE YEAR

ROOKIES OF THE YEAR

Ilein Pellot Roman
Royal Early Childhood Center

Taylor Schneider
Royal Elementary School

Eureka Jackson
Royal High School

Shelley Ward
Royal STEM Academy

Ma’Kayla Davis
Royal Junior High School

Thank You To Our 2023 Royal ISD Awards Banquet Partners

Leader PartnersVisionary Partners

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
& SPECIAL AWARDS

TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

Kenadi Jackson
Royal Early Childhood Center

Cierra Palmer
Royal STEM Academy (6-8)

Laura Ruggless
Royal Elementary School

Dorian Pineiro Rivera
Royal STEM Academy (2-5)

Jorge Espinoza
Royal Junior High School

Gary Miller, Jr.
Royal High School

Champion Partners

TimesTimesTimes

2023-2024

Amy Martin
Occupational Therapist

23 years at Royal ISD
Total years in Education: 27

Laverne Patterson
Royal High School Admin Assistant

10 years at Royal ISD
Total years in Education: 30

Rhonda Martin
6th Grade Math & Science Teacher

Royal STEM Academy
3 years at Royal ISD

Total years in Education: 29

Ruth Willis
ELAR Inclusion Co-Teacher

11 years at Royal ISD

Diane Holub
Culture & Wellbeing Coordinator

15 years at Royal ISD
Total years in Education: 33

Cheryl Henderson
Royal Junior High

25 years

Diana Hernandez
Administration

30 years

Jason Woods
Royal High School

20 years

Latachia Ames
Royal High School

25 years

Theresa Worthy
Administration

45 years

Magdalena Barrientos
Royal High School

Mieashia Stamps
Royal Junior High School

Emily Saldana
Royal STEM Academy

Tawn Ruggless
Royal Elementary School

Gloria Oviedo
Royal Early Childhood Center

REGION 4
Principal Recognition departmental awards

Katacha Miller
Royal Early Childhood Center

Marcus McLemore
Royal Junior High School

Michael Jordan
RISD Maintenance

Jason Mackey
RISD Transportation

Joni Hooper
RISD Technology

Jacqueline Torres
RISD Police

District-level awards

Diana Hernandez
Central Office

Carrie Campbell-Bishop
Assistant Principal

Eileen Tavarez
Instructional Leader

Jazmin Thomas
Counselor
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