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The opinions of the presenters do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions of Church Mutual Insurance Company. 

 



AREAS IN FOCUS  

ÁDo congregations really need a plan? 

ÁCase study & decade of shooters 

ÁMentality of a shooter 

ÁShooter factsheet 

ÁConsiderations for a robust security and 

response plan 

ÁOther important considerations 

ÁQ&A Session 
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DO CONGREGATIONS NEED A 

PLAN?  
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CASE STUDY  
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ÁOver 150 teenagers at 

church singing hymns. 

ÁSuspect entered and shot 14 

people. 

ÁEnded up killing 7 people 

and injuring another 7 

before killing himself. 

Sept. 15, 1999  
Church in Texas  
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ÁSuspect opened fire on the 

congregation, killing 7 and 

wounding 4 before taking 

his own life. 

ÁHe was described by people 

that knew him as a normal 

guy with no warning signs. 

March 12, 2005  
Church in Wisconsin  
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ÁSuspect was asked to leave 

a youth center. 

ÁReturned, opened fire killing 

2 and injured 2. 

Á35 minutes later, he went to 

a church and killed 2 people.  

Dec 9, 2007  

Church in Colorado  
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ÁSuspect walks into the church 

and shoots the pastor dead, 

point blank.  

ÁSeveral church members 

confronted the shooter with 

aggression and overpowered 

him. 

March 8, 2009  
Church in Illinois  
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ÁA male suspect fatally shot 6 

people and wounded 4 others 

in a mass shooting. 

ÁThe suspect committed 

suicide by shooting himself in 

the head. 

August 5, 2012  
Temple in Wisconsin  
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ÁA suspect killed his father at 

the church. 

ÁAfterward, he shouted about 

Allah and God.  

ÁThe suspect was later 

arrested by the police. 

March 31, 2013  

Church in Ohio  
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U.S. Faith Based Shooter by State  

Inside the Sanctuary (1999 -Present)  

GA  4 

M0  4 

CA  3 

WI  2  

ID  1  

UT  1 

CO 1 

TX  1 

LA  1  

IL  1  

MI  1  

OH  1 

KY  1 

TN  1 

FL  1  

NY  1 

NJ  1  
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Active Shooter Defined  

Armed person(s) whose action is immediately 

causing death or great bodily injury. 
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ÁWill continue until stopped 

ÁPrimary Motive: Revenge 

ÁOther Motives:  

ÁHatred, domestic or marital issues, child custody 

dispute, congregation dispute, denied services, 

disappointment in leadershipôs decision, 

physical/mental illness, financial trouble, mad at 

the world 

ÁOr it could simply be anything 

ÁAre there pre-indicators? 
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Mentality of a Shooter  



Key Findings: 

ÁUnless person communicates intent directly 

ÁPredicting an active shooter incident is difficult 

ÁMore difficult in large congregations 

 

 

Basic Analysis  
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SHOOTER FACTSHEET  
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Shooters by Age  
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Shooters by Gender  
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Day of Choice  
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ÁThe idea may brew for weeks or months 

ÁPre-implementation 2 days prior to the attack 

ÁHigher risk on Sundays 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat



Period of Choice on Sunday  
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ÁUsually after service begins 

Before Service During Service After Service



Time of the Day  
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ÁCan happen at any time 

ÁKey Factors: Occupancy and opportunity 

12am-8am 8am-2pm 2pm-12am



Shooter Outcome  
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44%  

4%  

20%  

32%  

Suicide

Killed by Police

Internal Intervention

Arrested later

ÁMost incidents end before police arrive 

 



       

CONSIDERATIONS FOR A ROBUST  

SECURITY AND RESPONSE PLAN  
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The following are considerations for a robust security and response 

plan and does not cover every conceivable situation or all variables. 

 



Your plan  

Á Initial assessment 

ÁPromote awareness among your congregation 

ÁPreparedness for key staff 

ÁRecommended course of action 

ÁPost-incident course of action 

ÁEvacuation process & assembly point(s) 

ÁPost-incident counseling process 

ÁMedia protocol 

ÁConsiderations for armed security 

23 



Initial Assessment  
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Factors to consider:  

ÁSize and layout of facility 

ÁSize of the congregation 

ÁInternal & external risk factors 

ÁLockdown capability 

ÁNumber of exits 

ÁLocation of childrenôs ministry or other programs 

ÁUnarmed or armed security & state laws 

ÁPre-established emergency response protocols 

ÁTraining for congregation, staff, & security 

ÁCommunication methods 

ÁPolice/sheriff/medic response time 

ÁAnd many more 

 



Promoting Awareness Among 

Congregation  

ÁBe proactive about engaging your congregation 

ÁLarger congregation may want to consider 

promoting awareness with everyone or by groups 

ÁSmaller congregation could address their 

congregation as a whole 

ÁOr via Newsletters/brochures 
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Content  

ÁRecommended Action 

ÁBefore any incident 

ÁDuring incident 

ÁPost-incident 
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