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The Shaws are
sharing their love
for Bennett Spring
with the next
generation of anglers

LAURA VALENTI
FOR TROUT TALK

As teenagers, Jerry and Denise
Shaw, who both grew up in Columbia,
Mo., came to Bennett Spring State
Park regularly—with their individual
families.

“My father, Ruey, who passed away
in 2009, brought us,” Denise remi-
nisced while seated in her favorite
state park getaway beside the Spring
Branch on a sunny August afternoon.

“I started fishing with my Uncle
Jack and my cousin, Vernon ‘Jack
Junior,”” Jerry added.

Denise’s family actually lived
next door to Jerry’s same uncle and
cousins. And then, the new couple
spent their honeymoon at Bennett, in
her father’s RV in one of the nearby
campgrounds. Until this summer,
the Shaws had their own camper at
the recently closed Fort Bennett for
many years in one of the most hidden
campgrounds at Bennett, tucked in
behind the store on Missouri 64, near
the park’s main entrance.

“We were lucky to find another
place at Peaceful Valley,” Denise
shared.

She and Jerry now live at Hallsville,
approximately 20 miles outside of
Columbia.

CONTINUED on next page
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Submitted photo

Jerry and Denise Shaw are passing their love of fishing at Bennett Spring on to the next generation. They like to take their
grandchildren fishing with them at the state park.

LEBANON / BENNETT SPRING

e NEWLY REVIODELED BATHROOMS!

* PLAYGROUND - POOL - GANE ROOM
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 MINING GEM STATION - FREE WiFi!
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“Columbia has grown up so much over
the years, and so has Bennett over the
many years we’'ve been coming here. It
has really been busy this last year since
COVID and people realized that camping
and fishing were something they could do
with their families,” Denise said.

Family, friends and fishing are what
has kept Jerry and Denise coming back to
Bennett for over 30 years now.

“We have four daughters—Lisa, Brooke,
Kerri, and Hilary—all of whom are now
married and two of them have their own
RVs at neighboring Bennett Spring camp-
grounds,” she said.

Their eight grandchildren have also
been here, sometimes all at once, like last
year.

“I really liked that,” the proud grand-
mother added.

Their daughter, Kerri, and her sons also
fish with them at times.

“The boys are learning,” Denise added.
“Still playing more than anything right
now.”

Denise is retired after 28 years as a ci-
vilian employee with the Columbia Police
Department and now works as an atten-
dance secretary at West Middle School in
Columbia. Jerry is in construction.

They both enjoy fly fishing and split
their time between Zones 1 and 2 on the
Spring Branch and despite their affinity
with trout fishing, they do not care to feast
on their catch or even keep them.

“We just enjoy catching them,” Jerry
said. “It’s a great place to just come and
relax with friends and family,” he said.

Right after the interview, he and Denise
scurried off to make a few more casts for
those elusive Bennett Spring trout, before
heading back to central Missouri and the
Monday morning call back to work and
the day-to-day world.

. |

Submitted photos
Left, Denise Shaw of Hallsville, Mo. helps her
grandson, Emmett, pullin a trout while fishing at Ben-
nett Spring State Park this summer. Above, Denise
and Jerry Shaw lean on each other while fishing from
the banks of Bennett Spring. The couple has been
fishing at the state park for decades, first coming to
the area when they were teenagers.
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From Eggs to Lunkers

Bennett Sprmg
Hatchery raises

about 350,000
trout every year

CHRIS RODEN e FOR TROUT TALK

trout eggs survive long enough
to grow into trout.
At the Bennett Spring State
Park Hatchery, the percentage is
much higher but still not 100 percent.

Hatchery Manager Ben Havens
said he and Assistant Manager
Mike Perry and their crew would
be ecstatic if 40 percent of the eggs
successfully made it out the door to
the raceways.

It is a cycle that begins each fall
when spawning happens in the
hatchery.

Havens said he keeps a couple
thousand brood stock on hand, a mix
of three-year-old females weighing
in at three to five pounds and two-
year-old males at a pound and a half.

The females produce an astonish-
ing number of eggs, one thousand for
each pound of body weight.

“A three pound female can give us
3,000 eggs,” Havens said.

Consequently, a season’s egg har-
vest is impressive.

“We look to take somewhere
between one million and a million
and half eggs during a production
season,” Havens said.

That helps him meet his commit-
ment of 350,000 12 and a half inch fish
for stocking the park, the Niangua

I n the wild, only one percent of

T RGO B

and some urban areas.

Of the 350,000 fish he must pro-
duce, 315,000 go to the Park, 30,000
goes to Kansas City for urban fishing
and about 10,000 into the Niangua.

Spawning begins in September
and runs through December. In
January through April, he receives
spring spawn eggs from other partner
hatcheries.

Thanks to the spawns and exist-
ing fish, Havens said the park could
have somewhere around 1,000,000 to
1,500,000 fish of different sizes from
an inch to stocker size at any given
time.

How many trout are stocked in
the stream is determined by a simple
formula.

The anticipated number of anglers
times 2.25 pounds of fish determines
how many stocker fish of a certain
weight are needed.

The anticipated angler total is
figured by looking at the average
number of anglers in years past.

Weather and area events may
make hitting the correct num-
ber of fish difficult. However,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Trout Talk photo/Chris Roden
Greg Lambeth
holds the bas-
ket that Clayton
O’Quinn will fill with
foot-long trout.
Lambeth emp-
tied each basket
load into anoth-
er basket on the
lower side of the
bridge. From it, the
trout are quickly
pumped through a
pipe to lower sec-
tion where they
will soon enter the
fishing stream.
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 We're proud to be

AMERICAN!

“We, at Wild Oaks Campground,

salute our American flag, stand for the
National Anthem, and believe in an
America First and foremost. We respect
our REAL HEROES, the Armed
Military Forces, and our Police

who protect and serve. We are

PROUD to BE AMERICANS,

and to live in America the

beautiful! Let us build on our

history and not tear it down.

America freed the slaves, now

let’s free America from the

)'”

real oppressors’!
-Mel & Cynthia Bidwell

IVE NUSIC

Every Saturday Night 6-10pm

AUGUST 28:

Dave Dunklee (Healing Box Project)
SEPTEMBER 4:

The Beach Cats (Labor Day Weekend)

Come enjoy the last

days of summer with us!
NO COVER CHARGE

EXTENDED BREAKFAST UNTIL OCT 10

Cafe Breakfast
Friday - Sunday 7am - Noon

Hand Dipped
Ice Cream

Saturday,Night
Dinner & Live!Music

417-588-1631

/% www.wildoakscampground.com

OpentoithePublic




HATCHERY, FROM PAGE 5

shortfalls are corrected the next
day while anglers get to enjoy
any overstocking.

After the March 1 opening, Ha-
vens and his crew prepare for the
year’s three big fishing events:
Veterans’ Fishing Day in April,
Kids” Day on the first Saturday
in May and Ladies’ Fishing Day
on the last Saturday of September.

When Havens began at Ben-
nett, only Kids” Day was ob-
served. He implemented the
other two signature events.

Havens said participation for
Kids” Day is unpredictable be-
cause of weather and competing
weekend activities.

“Most of the season is pretty
laid back. We're just in kind of
a groove. We stock every night
for the next day, we move fish,
we clean fish, we take of the fish
growing in the building until
they’re about four inches and are
ready to come outside,” Havens
said.

They are placed in the race-

ways where they have ample
space, feed and water. As they
grow and crowd the raceways,
the park crew moves them to
other raceways for more space.

How much feed the fish re-
ceive is based on their weight.

“If they’re not growing enough,
we feed them more. If they're get-
ting too fat, we might cut them
back and put them on a little bit of
a diet. It just depends on what's
going on,” Havens said.

Havens said he and Perry have
the job of overseeing the crew
in the day-to-day operations.
Perry more often manages the
crew while Havens juggles the
paperwork, orders supplies and
handles PR for the hatchery.

From Memorial Day to Labor
Day, Havens has hatchery tours
on the first and third Saturdays
of the month for individuals and
groups.

Havens said he and his crew
getin a groove and get surprised
by how quickly the big events

arrive.

The heaviest stocking months
are in the summer when from
June until August the crew stock
from 45,000 to 60,000 trout.

Once the fishing season ends
on October 31, the “trout harvest”
begins with urban area stocking.

Warm water hatcheries bring
in stocking trucks and the park
uses it own stocking truck for
the harvest.

“Over the course of a day and
half, we’ll bring the trucks in,
we’ll load them up with stocker
size trout and they’ll disperse
those fish in the mid-Missouri
and Kansas City areas of the
state,” Havens said.

Havens said the trucks have
oxygen and aerators to distribute
the oxygen throughout the tank.

“We can haul about 2,500 big
stocker size rainbow trout on that
truck. I'm sure it’s a wild experi-
ence for them,” Havens said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Trout Talk photo/Chris Roden
Hatchery Manager Ben Havens points to some
trout eggs in his hand. As they begin developing, the
eggs are placed in upwelling jars that stir the eggs
much as the current would in a stream. Some of them
have both eyes and will soon hatch.
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Regina Lumpkin

Assistant Vice President
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Salon

417-491-3360

106A N. Madison Ave.
Lebanon, MO 65536

$10 HAIRCUTS WHEN
YOU MENTION THIS AD!

nh BoX Cafe | wherethe

Mon.-Sat. 6am-2pm « Closed Sundays
417-532-2044 + 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon
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DOWNITOWN

Take the short 11 mile drive to
food, fun, fashion and more!

We want to thank you for visiting
our beautiful Bennett Spring State
Park. While you are in the Bennett
Spring area, we invite you to visit
Historic Downtown Lebanon. Take
the short, scenic 11-mile
drive into the city of
Lebanon. Stay straight
on Jefferson until you
reach Commercial.
Whether you decide

to turn right or left on
Commercial Street,

you will find lots of
interesting things to do
like visiting Downtown

businesses or attending one of our
many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants,
ice cream shops, smoothie stores,
antique stores, gift shops,
salons, jewelry stores,
music stores, an art
gallery and much
more Downtown.

We hope you will
make plans to visit
Downtown soon or
perhaps return to our
area to enjoy one of our
upcoming events.

NG O

Lebanon e,

MANAGEMENT
205 E. Commercial Lebanon

417-588-7006

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

BOUTIQUE

(417)322-5295 * 108A N. Madison f
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Upcomie
Downtown Events
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LEBANON
FARMERS MARKET

DOWNTOWN

DISTRICT DASH

Promoting healthy habits in

our district. Visit Downtown
Lebanon’s facebook page for more
information.

Downtown Lebanon

Open Wednesdays 2 pm to 6 pm
Open Saturdays 8 am to 1 pm
April thru October.

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS
Visit a variety of food trucks every
Friday night through September

3 from 5-pm at The Market,
Downtown Lebanon.

MORE THAN JUST TAVES
Business

o Fo¥od o

b/ Services  gzzs -
M]J's Downtown oo
Tre asures T:>¥ r&0 Advice

119 W. Commercial St.
Lebanon, MO 65536

417-991-2390
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of Lebanon

Nancy Moore

Branch Manager

H &R 124 W. Commercial, Lebanon, MO
Give me a call at 417-532-4113
Bl.oc K nancy.moore @hrblock.com

Come for the cookin),
stay for the job.

Apply Today!

205 E. Commercial St.,
Lebanon, MO - 417-588-7000

www.LebanonRealtyX.com

W@.‘ 417-532-7742
452 W. Commercial
Downtown Lebanon
For updated hours: i

4 It’'s OK
to Peek!

Bennett Spring “Country’s” ONLY website featuring the area’s
best fishing, floating, food, insightful articles, and Trout Talk!

L LT ES  Www.bennett-spring.com

brought to you by:

R E C O R D 417-532-9131 « 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon « www.laclederecord.com
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0 Seasonal Fresh Produte « Deli Meat & Cheese Bqu Splces
» Discounted Groceries » Homemade Sandwiches - Bulk Candy

Discount & Surplus Groceries o3 Miles West on Hwy 64  Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand Right on T Hwy 9 miles  Fri. 8-6 pm « Sat. 8-5 pm

417- 993 3017 Lefton EHwy 1 mile on Left  Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT
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Get in the zone

Take a look at the state park’s rules and regulations

FISHING REGULATIONS

The spring branch is stocked
daily during the regular fishing
season, which is March 1 through
Oct. 31. Daily permits are required
to fish on the spring branch and
zones are set aside for different
kinds of lures. Permits are avail-
able at the park store. For more
information, call (417) 532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam
upstream to the end of the area.
Only flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam
to the whistle bridge. Only flies
and artificial lures are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle
bridge to the Niangua River. Only
soft plastic bait (unscented), natu-
ral and scented bait are permitted.
All flies and artificial lures are
prohibited, even if natural bait or
scent has been added.

Zone areas are marked in the
park and maps are also available in
the Park Store.

Trout Fishing Hours
August: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15
p.m.

October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: Sunrise to one
hour past sunset, daily

DINING LODGE HOURS
7 a.m. to one hour after the
whistle during trout season

NATURE CENTER HOURS
Through Oct. 31
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday
through Sunday
Nov. 1 through Feb. 24 - Closed

PARK OFFICE HOURS
SUMMER HOURS (On-Season)

Through Oct. 31

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday

Closed on state holidays

STORE HOURS

One hour before fishing official-
ly starts through one hour after the
regular fishing day ends accord-
ing to the regular schedule daily
during trout fishing season at the
park
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“You can’t he unhappy
in the middle of a
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You'll feel Iike you've taken a step back in time when you J
take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants.

You'll enjoy tasty homemade foods, browse handmade |
furniture, outdoor goods and stock up on bulk grocerles
and fresh produce.

It's a great way to spend any weekday
or Saturday afternoon.
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Fish Stories

Photo courtesy of the Bennett Spring Park Store
Holtin Gander, 5, and his brother, Craytin, 2, show off Holtin’s catch of the day
on Aug. 21. Holtin caught this 3.5 pound trout in Zone 1 with a black and yellow
rooster tail.

Quality Built
—Built To

Last

OZkS Cowcﬁy FJW&

885 State Rd. T ¢ Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 ¢ Sat. 8-12 ¢ Closed Sundays
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HATCHERY, FROM PAGE 7

Havens said because the fish
are in complete darkness, they
are not agitated by passing
cars and trees and lights that a
windowed truck would allow.

“There’s things we can do
to calm them down. You can
put a little salt in the water at
a certain percentage. It's kind
of like an aspirin. It calms the
nerves a little bit,” Havens said.

Havens said the trout are
transported once or twice a
month November through
March for the urban winter
fishing season.

Friday through Monday
beginning the second weekend
in November to the second
weekend in February, the win-
ter fishing season happens in
the park.

In those cooler months,.
catch and release fishing with
a fly rod is allowed from 8 a.m.
through 4 p.m in any zone in
the park.

“There are some anglers that
that’s they only time the come
to Bennett because they don't
want to hassle with the crowds
of people that they perceive we
have,” Havens said.

However, even in the park’s
peak fishing season in the sum-
mer, crowds can be avoided.

“There’s been a few morn-
ings that I've walked over to
come to work this week and
there’s been no one fishing at
all,” Havens said.

The Niangua River contin-
ues to be stocked twice a month
the whole year round with 500-
900 fish per month. The trout
that avoid park anglers’ lures
join them.

Havens said he trades fish
with other cold water hatcher-
ies as needed because of flood-
ing and such.

“We work together and try
to help each other out as best
we can,” Havens said.

== P e

| o Good 01d Fashioned Home Cooking
» Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

Gbe Dutch Ritchen

Locared in Gbe Lead (Dine Country Store

11-2:30 Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas

Havens lives in the park and
shares on-call duties with Perry.
They respond to requests by the
crew in the park.

Havens said some of his
nine-man crew is the park 24/7
throughout the year to see to
the trout, including holidays.

“We rang in the New Year
during a flood. We were all up
at the intake and we honked
the horn a couple of times and
kind of looked at each other like
‘Man! There are so many other
places we would rather be,’
but we were here helping the
trout and keeping them safe,”
Havens said.

Anglers reap the benefits of
Havens and his crew’s work
ethic.

While the percentage of trout
eggs that survive in the wild is
just one percent, the percentage
of anglers who come to Bennett
Spring State Park and enjoy
themselves runs high.
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Trout Talk photo/Chris Roden
Hatchery Manager Ben Havens checks on the occupants of a
Heath tray. The eggs are treated with a fungicide to keep them
healthy. A day and a half after their first eye develops, they are
moved to an upwelling jar.

| 7« Dry Goods ¢ Gifts » Housewares
f/. e Kitchenwares °

Handmade Soaps
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The Leadmine

Country Store

10am-5pm Daily ¢ Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas




Every issue of Trout Talk
in your mailbox

for only $2 1

Published monthly April-November

Mail a $21% check to: Trout Talk c/o
Lebanon Publishing Company
P.O.Box 192 « Lebanon, MO 65536 or

Call 417-532-9131  pjjgm
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BENNETT SPRING
STATE PARK

KANSAS CITY
184 MILES

BENNETT SPRING

STATE PARK

AND SURROUNDING AREA
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Adventures Float Trips & Campgrounds
Bennett Spring Campground

Bennett Spring Church of God

Bennett Spring Grill

Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
Bennett Spring Inn

Bennett Spring State Park

Bennett Spring Taxidermy

Castaway Campground

Cedar Ridge Campground

Corkery Campground

Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
Fort Bennett Trading Post & Canoe Rental
Ft.Niangua River Resort

Glynn's RV

Hidden Valley Outfitters

Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground
KOA

Larry’s Cedar Resort

Litty Custom Knives

MacCreed's Art Gallery

Maggard’s Canoe Rental

Menagerie Campground

NRO Canoe Rental & Campground
One-Eyed Willy's & Pete’s Place
Peaceful Valley RV Park

Reading’s Fly Shop

Riverfront Campground

Riverwood Resort

Sand Spring Resort

Thompson'’s RV Park

Valley View Store

Weaver's Tackle Store

Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe

Trout Talk is published by

LEBANON
11 MILES




Bennett Spring StatNEEk is located in the heart A
of the Ozarks where a large natural spring feeds (5, 8
sparkling water to thousands of rainbow trout. Ul
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Everything You Need For A Perfect Stay
e Full Bathroom e Full Kitchen e Laundry Mat On Site - Open 24/7
e Units Sleep Up To 10 People ¢ Loft Bunkbeds
e BBQ Grills  Lots of Parking & Easy Access

BOOK YOUR STAY NOW! 2
+588-8858
12972 Hwy 64 * Lebanon 4 —

e ICE Propane by the pound
1001b, 30lb, 201h
: IélEQElI!{OR Tank Replacement Valves
I t Bottl
PRICES AROUND! . PROPANE Firewood Only 3

BENNETT SPRING PROPANE  LOCATED AT VALLEY VIEW RV e 12972 Hwy 64 * Lebanon
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