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Farming to carving and G\IGI'V“IIII!I mhetween

Couple leads fulfilling life through
“retirement” at state park

BY SHELBY ATKISON
SHELBY@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Vic and Susan Eckmann were regular visitors to Bennett Spring State
Park during their time as farmers in Illinois. They loved the serene scenes
and peaceful people they encountered on their trips and made friends
in the area naturally during their visits.

“My first time down here was in 1953. We’ve always just loved it
here,” said Vic. “We have made a lot of friends here and so when I retired
from the farm, I told my wife that’s where we were going to move to.”

The couple purchased a home on property just outside of the state
park, which Vic describes as being on the thumbnail of the river.

“Where we live right now, our closest neighbor is a mile away. We
never see anybody other than deer and turkeys and wild animals out
there, but it’s fun. We enjoy it,” he added. “It makes everyone we get
to interact with at the park that much more special. We’ve really made
some awesome friends here.”

One of the people the couple kindred a friendship with was Jim Rog-
ers — concessionaire of 20 years at the park.

“Jim was an unbelievable person,” Susan said. “Whenever we’d visit
he would always look at me and say, if you ever decide to move here,
you’ve got a job... and so when we turned the farm over to our son, I
thought, I'm not ready to retire. It was great to have the opportunity to
work at the park store. I just love it here.”

Though the idea was upsetting to Susan at first because of their grand-
children, Susan has family in the Columbia area and has been enjoying
the beauty of the Ozarks near Bennett Springs for most of her life, so
she was ultimately excited for the move.

“I started working at the park in the year 2000 just after we moved
here,” explained Susan. “The whole experience has just been incredible.”

Susan and Vic both have been employed by the park for over two
decades since. While Susan was working at the park store, Vic would
find himself pining for things to do.

See ‘RETIREMENT'/ page 4

All Kinds of
Pet Supplies

e Cats ® Birds * Fish ¢ Reptiles
e Small Pets Nutrition ¢ Habitats
¢ Toys & Treats ® Health

LCR Photo/Shelby Atkison
Susan (left) and Vic (right) Eckmann have lived and worked at Bennett Spring for
the last 22 years.
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Retirement

Though he was retired from the
farm life, he needed something to
keep him busy.

“First, I worked at the hatchery
for years and years. I knew all of
the people there and I just asked
them one day if they needed any
help,” Vic said.

“They said they could use some-
body for weekends and holidays
and I thought, well that’s perfect
since Susan is working in the
store... this will work out just fine.”

Once Vic retired from the hatch-
ery several years later, Jim Rogers
offered him a job at the park store.

“I’ve worked my whole life but
I thought, I'm getting up in my 80s
and I need to slow down, make
more time for fishing, wood carv-
ing, and what I want to do. So now,
I just come in a few days a week,”
he explained.

See ‘RETIREMENT'/ page 5

: 45 YEARS OF SERVICE!
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Contributed Photo
Vic Eckmann says
he’s been a Bennett
Spring State Park vis-
itor since the 1950’s
and has always enjoyed
the natural environment
and beauty the park
offers. Upon moving to
the state park area, he
and his wife have found
peace and solitude in
the surroundings. Su-
san says she especially
loves seeing the leaves
change colors in the fall,
as pictured to the left.
The state park is home
to many hiking trails
for those interested in
exploring the seasonal
scenes.

from page 3



Retirement

“The part I missed the most
when I wasn’t working was all
the people that I have met. Over
the years we’ve been here, the
friendliness of the people is what
sticks out the most. We just have
a good relationship with all the
people here.”

As a long-time visitor to the
park and resident for over 20
years, Vic and Susan often share
memories of the park’s earlier
days with new visitors.

“When we first moved down
here, there wasn’t a concrete dam.
There was an earth dam... people
can’t ever believe that. I like to
show folks pictures of the way
the park used to be,” he said. “It
connects them to the park and it’s
cool for people to know the history
of the place they’re visiting.”

See ‘RETIREMENT'/ page 6

from page 4

LCR Photo/Shelby Atkison
Vic Eckmann keeps
himself busy though he
moved to the state park
to retire. He’s woked
in the hatchery, as well
as the park store and
creates wood carving
artwork on the side.
Pictured to the left, Vic
is pictured inside the
Bennett Spring Park
Store holding a piece
of art that he created.
The piece hangs on the
wall in the back of the
shop. According to Vic,
customers place orders
for custom artwork and
wood carvings by call-
ing or coming by the
store and chatting
with him.

* Glow Balls & Jigs 79¢
* Minnows & Worms fS§
* Rooster Tails $3.69 £l

» Grocerigs « FountAN Driks
DUR DPLONS  ToBACCO + CoNVENIENCE STore
ANL . Fregst MgAT -+ [JAk- Bgere(oolgre

. Liguotz « ot BreakeAsT, [k & DwNgR

OUR BAR & GRILL COMING SOON!!!
10292 M0-64, LEBANON, MO | (816) 309-8609
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Retirement

from page 5

Another fun fact Vic likes to
relay to people is that the stream
isn’t natural, it’s manmade and
the current location of the hatchery
used to be a lake, where the old mill
used to be.

“Where the store is now, it was
a baseball diamond,” Vic recalled.
“When we used to come camp and
back in the 50s and 60s, there would
be inmates from the jail coming
to work in the park. And all of us
camping would throw a big feed...
We’d have a big meal and then play
a softball game at the end of the
day before they had to go back...

STARTING MAY/6.

Cafe Breakfast

it was great and everybody had
a great time. It’s interesting how
much of the park has changed since
then. You wouldn’t know it just by
looking at the park now.”

Aside from their gigs at the
state park, the couple also enjoys a
shared hobby; wood carving. They
belong to the Lake of the Ozarks
wood carvers club in Camdenton
and host meet each Wednesday at
the Lebanon-Laclede County Li-
brary from 9-11 a.m. to carve and
chat with fellow wood carvers.

“We both have loved to carve for
along, long time so we were happy

Saturday/Night/{6pm-10pm
Dinner&Live!Music

LD

Campground & Roadside Cafe

417-588-1631

N www.wildoakscampground.com

Openitoithe]Public

Hand Dipped
Ice Cream

Contributed Photos

The pictured artwork by Vic was made through the intaglio carving pro-
cess. The appearance of different colors in the artwork comes from the dif-
ferent natural color of the varying types of wood that were used in making it.

to find this club,” Vic said. “We
have just as many wood carvers in
Lebanon so we meet every week
and share our love for the art and
show each other what we’re work-
ing on.”

“l actually started carving be-
cause my father did. When he broke
ribs at a factory, he picked that up
and I just thought, if my dad can do
it... I can too.” Susan added. “It’s
such a fun thing to share with Vic
and others in the club now too.”

Though COVID slowed down
the club’s meetings, they’re back
stronger than ever and show their

art at the Laclede County Fair and
the Camdenton Wood Carvers show
at the lake each year. Vic also carves
custom pieces and takes special
orders through the park store at
Bennett Spring. He specializes in
intaglio; where every color in the
art is that of the natural wood. The
process shows how different types
of wood make up the different col-
ors in the artwork.

“Those who want to talk about
an order can just come in or call
the store,” he said. “I love bringing
people’s ideas to life and it really is
art that can last a lifetime.”

* RENMODELED BATHROOMS!

* PLAYGROUND - POOL - GAME ROOM
* TENT SITES - DELUXE CABINS

* RV SITES FULL HOOKUP - 50/30 AMP

e 75FT. LONG GLIDER
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Pics from the park
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Contributed Photos
Left, Scott Kollasch poses with a three pound lunker he caught using gray scud in Zone 2 earlier in October. Right, Gary Kniepkamp from St. Jacob, IL shows off his 6
Ib catch crackle back from Zone 2.
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LEBANON « MISSOURI

DOWNITOWN

Take the short 11 mile drive to

food, fun, fashion and more!

We want to thank you for visiting
our beautiful Bennett Spring State
Park. While you are in the Bennett
Spring area, we invite you to visit
Historic Downtown Lebanon. Take
the short, scenic 11-mile drive

into the city of Lebanon. Stay
straight on Jefferson until you reach
Commercial. Whether you decide
to turn right or left on Commercial
Street, you will find lots

of interesting things
to do like visiting

Downtown businesses or attending
one of our many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants,
ice cream shops, smoothie stores,
antique stores, gift shops, salons,
jewelry stores, music stores, an art
gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to
visit Downtown soon or
__ perhaps return to our
B area to enjoy one of our
upcoming events.
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109 E. Commercial St. - Lebanon MO0, 65536

PROPERTY
Lebanon vt
205 E. Commercial Lebanon

417-588-7006

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

NOVEMBER 17TH
Downtown
Tree Lighting

5:30pm at The Market

Spm-9pm,
Downtown Lebanon
Visit Santa, music, food,

shopping and activities
for the kids.
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« Drinks  Soups
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Bennett Spring “Country’s”

ONLY website featuring the

area’s best fishing, floating,
food, insightful articles,
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First catch at Bennett Sprmg State Park

Contributed Photos
Fall is a great time to
take to the streams at
Bennett Spring State
Park. The weather is
cooler, the fish are bit-
ing and the waterways
are lined with hopeful
anglers. Pictured are
two first-time fisher-
men who successfully
caught their first fish
earlier in October. Left,
Georgie, age 6, holds
a fish he caught during
a fall fishing trip at
Bennett Spring. Right,
Charles, age 9, shows
off his first-ever catch
with a smile outside the
Bennett Spring Park
Store.

‘ » Good O1d Fashioned Home Cooking of i ‘ . Dry Goods Glfts Housewares
| Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies : T Kltchenwa,res‘ * Handmade Soaps

, » %

Café Edelweiss

Locared in Gbe Lead (Dine Country Store

11-2:30 Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas

The Leadmine
Country Store

10am-5pm Daily ¢ Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas
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- Seasonal Fresh Produce - ’ Bulkcs
« Discounted Groceries - Homemade Sandwiches  + Bulk Candy

Discount & Surplus Groceries 93 Miles West on Hwy 64  Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand Right on T Hwy 9 miles  Fri. 8-6 pm  Sat. 8-5 pm

A17-993-3017 LeftonEHwy 1 mile on Left  Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT
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ouri qum’mopl of Natural Resources “ ¥
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Contributed Photos
Left, 3-year-
old Ava
sports a smile
as she lugs
her lunkers
to the Park
Store for a
photo opp.
Top right,
Brody, age
8, shows off
his fall catch
in front of the
Park Store.
Bottom right,
10-year-old
Sage holds
up a string
of lunkers he
caught ealier
in October.
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Bennett Spring Campground
Bennett Spring Church of God
Bennett Spring Grill

Bennett Spring Restaurant

Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
Bennett Spring Inn

Bennett Spring State Park Store
Bennett Spring Taxidermy
Castaway Campground

Cedar Ridge Campground

Corkery Campground

Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
Ft. Niangua River Resort

Glynn's RV

Hidden Valley Outfitter
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MacCreed's Art Gallery
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Peaceful Valley RV Park

Reading’s Fly Shop
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Thompson’s RV Park

Bennett Spring Propane

Weaver’s Tackle Store

Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe
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A look at Bennett Spring State Park rules and regulations:

FISHING REGULATIONS

The spring branch is stocked daily
during the regular fishing season,
which is March 1 through Oct. 31. Dai-
ly permits are required to fish on the
spring branch and zones are set aside
for different kinds of lures. Permits are
available at the park store. For more
information, call (417) 532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam
upstream to the end of the area. Only
flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam
to the whistle bridge. Only flies and
artificial lures are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle bridge
to the Niangua River. Only soft plastic

bait (unscented), natural and scented
bait are permitted. All flies and artifi-
cial lures are prohibited, even if natural
bait or scent has been added.

Zone areas are marked in the park
and maps are also available in the Park
Store.

Trout Fishing Hours
July: 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
August: 7 am. to 8 p.m.
September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.
October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: Sunrise to one hour
past sunset, daily

DINING LODGE HOURS
7 a.m. to one hour after the whistle
during trout season

NATURE CENTER HOURS
Through Oct. 31
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday
through Sunday
Nov. 1 through Feb. 24 - Closed

PARK OFFICE HOURS
SUMMER HOURS (On-Season)
Through Oct. 31
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through

Friday
Closed on state holidays

STORE HOURS
One hour before fishing official-
ly starts through one hour after the
regular fishing day ends according to
the regular schedule daily during trout
fishing season at the park.
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