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Couple enjoys retirement at Bennett Spring  Couple enjoys retirement at Bennett Spring  
by Shelby Atkisonby Shelby Atkison
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Fall in love with the treasure 

that millions have already found.
Camping (Tent or RV)Camping (Tent or RV)
RestaurantRestaurant
CabinsCabins
Trout FishingTrout Fishing
Bike Riding Bike Riding 
Hiking Hiking 
PicnickingPicnicking
ShippingShipping
Fly Fishing SchoolFly Fishing School
Feed the TroutFeed the Trout
Shelter HousesShelter Houses
PlaygroundPlayground
Nature CenterNature Center

Bennett Spring State Park Bennett Spring State Park 
26248 Hwy 64, Lebanon, MO • 417-532-4307

VOTED
LACLEDE COUNTY’S

BestBest
• FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
• ATTRACTION
• PLACE TO TAKE OUT OF TOWN GUESTS
• SCENIC SPOT
• STAYCATION LOCATION
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Nature’s Best
Pet Shop & Grooming

• Cats • Birds • Fish • Reptiles
• Small Pets Nutrition • Habitats

• Toys & Treats • Health
555 E. Elm • Chalet Village

417-588-3678
M-F 9:30-5:00 • Sat 9:30-4:00

All Kinds of
Pet Supplies

Farming to carving and everything inbetween

LCR Photo/Shelby Atkison
Susan (left) and Vic (right) Eckmann have lived and worked at Bennett Spring for 
the last 22 years.

Vic and Susan Eckmann were regular visitors to Bennett Spring State 
Park during their time as farmers in Illinois. They loved the serene scenes 
and peaceful people they encountered on their trips and made friends 
in the area naturally during their visits. 

“My first time down here was in 1953. We’ve always just loved it 
here,” said Vic. “We have made a lot of friends here and so when I retired 
from the farm, I told my wife that’s where we were going to move to.”

The couple purchased a home on property just outside of the state 
park, which Vic describes as being on the thumbnail of the river. 

“Where we live right now, our closest neighbor is a mile away. We 
never see anybody other than deer and turkeys and wild animals out 
there, but it’s fun. We enjoy it,” he added. “It makes everyone we get 
to interact  with at the park that much more special. We’ve really made 
some awesome friends here.”

One of the people the couple kindred a friendship with was Jim Rog-
ers – concessionaire of 20 years at the park. 

“Jim was an unbelievable person,” Susan said. “Whenever we’d visit 
he would always look at me and say, if you ever decide to move here, 
you’ve got a job… and so when we turned the farm over to our son, I 
thought, I’m not ready to retire. It was great to have the opportunity to 
work at the park store. I just love it here.”

Though the idea was upsetting to Susan at first because of their grand-
children, Susan has family in the Columbia area and has been enjoying 
the beauty of the Ozarks near Bennett Springs for most of her life, so 
she was ultimately excited for the move.

“I started working at the park in the year 2000 just after we moved 
here,” explained Susan. “The whole experience has just been incredible.”

Susan and Vic both have been employed by the park for over two 
decades since. While Susan was working at the park store, Vic would 
find himself pining for things to do. 

Couple leads fulfilling life through 
“retirement” at state park

See ‘RETIREMENT’/ page 4

BY SHELBY ATKISON 
SHELBY@LACLEDERECORD.COM
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417-532-6333 • 417-588-3797 • WWW.NROCANOE.COM • OFFICE HOURS 7AM-9PMCanoe Rental & Campground

Cabins, Camping, Floating Cabins, Camping, Floating 
NOW SERVINGNOW SERVING

- 45 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60 ACRES OF 
  CAMPGROUNDS ON 
  THE NIANGUA RIVER

& Much More!& Much More!

Though he was retired from the 
farm life, he needed something to 
keep him busy. 

“First, I worked at the hatchery 
for years and years. I knew all of 
the people there and I just asked 
them one day if they needed any 
help,” Vic said. 

“They said they could use some-
body for weekends and holidays 
and I thought, well that’s perfect 
s ince  Susan is  working in  the 
store… this will work out just fine.”

Once Vic retired from the hatch-
ery several years later, Jim Rogers 
offered him a job at the park store. 

“I’ve worked my whole life but 
I thought, I’m getting up in my 80s 
and I need to slow down, make 
more time for fishing, wood carv-
ing, and what I want to do. So now, 
I just come in a few days a week,” 
he explained. 

Retirement from page 3

See ‘RETIREMENT’/ page 5

Contributed Photo
Vi c  E c k m a n n  s a y s 
he’s  been a Bennet t 
Spring State Park vis-
i tor s ince the 1950’s 
and has always enjoyed 
the natural environment 
and beauty the park 
offers. Upon moving to 
the state park area, he 
and his wife have found 
peace and solitude in 
the surroundings. Su-
san says she especially 
loves seeing the leaves 
change colors in the fall, 
as pictured to the left. 
The state park is home 
to many h ik ing t ra i ls 
for those interested in 
exploring the seasonal 
scenes.
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10292 MO-64, LEBANON, MO | (816) 309-8609

All Year Long

All your All your 
Tackle NeedsTackle Needs

• Glow Balls & Jigs 79¢ 
• Minnows & Worms 
• Rooster Tails $3.69

OUR BAR & GRILL COMING SOON!!!

• Groceries • Fountain Drinks 
• Tobacco • Convenience Store 
• Fresh Meat • Walk-in Beer Cooler 
• Liquor  • Hot Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

GOOD TIMES

PINTSTHE
RE 

WIL
L B

EALWAYS ON TAP

& food by
Hot Mess
 Express

Follow us on 
facebook for 
our upcoming 
entertainment

and events!

OPEN ON SUNDAYS!
18146 Campground Rd 

Phillipsburg, MO 
Check us out at boattownbrewing.com

Thurs - Sat: 5pm to 10pm | Sun: Noon to 4pm | 417-532-2772

“The part  I  missed the most 
when I wasn’t working was all 
the people that I have met. Over 
the years we’ve been here,  the 
friendliness of the people is what 
sticks out the most. We just have 
a good relationship with all the 
people here.”

As a long-time visitor to the 
park  and res ident  for  over  20 
years, Vic and Susan often share 
memories of  the park’s  earl ier 
days with new visitors. 

“When we first moved down 
here, there wasn’t a concrete dam. 
There was an earth dam… people 
can’t ever believe that. I like to 
show folks pictures of the way 
the park used to be,” he said. “It 
connects them to the park and it’s 
cool for people to know the history 
of the place they’re visiting.”

Retirement from page 4

See ‘RETIREMENT’/ page 6

LCR Photo/Shelby Atkison
Vic Eckmann keeps 
himself busy though he 
moved to the state park 
to retire. He’s woked 
in the hatchery, as well 
as the park store and 
creates wood carving 
artwork on the side. 
Pictured to the left, Vic 
is pictured inside the 
Bennett Spring Park 
Store holding a piece 
of art that he created. 
The piece hangs on the 
wall in the back of the 
shop. According to Vic, 
customers place orders 
for custom artwork and 
wood carvings by call-
ing or coming by the 
s t o re  a n d  c h a t t i n g 
with him. 
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Saturday Night Saturday Night 6pm-10pm6pm-10pm

Dinner & Live MusicDinner & Live Music
First Band of the Season
Memorial Day Weekend!

STARTING MAY 6STARTING MAY 6

• REMODELED BATHROOMS!
• PLAYGROUND • POOL • GAME ROOM 
• TENT SITES • DELUXE CABINS
• RV SITES FULL HOOKUP - 50/30 AMP
• MINING GEM STATION • FREE WiFi!
• BASKETBALL/TETHERBALL/BIKE TRACK
• 75FT. LONG GLIDER

13654 Hwy 64 • Lebanon • 417-322-6907        LebanonKOA

Where Memorable
Family Vacations Begin

LEBANON /
BENNETT SPRING

Another fun fact  Vic  l ikes  to 
relay to people is that the stream 
isn’t  natural,  i t ’s  manmade and 
the current location of the hatchery 
used to be a lake, where the old mill 
used to be. 

“Where the store is now, it was 
a baseball diamond,” Vic recalled. 
“When we used to come camp and 
back in the 50s and 60s, there would 
be inmates from the jail  coming 
to work in the park. And all of us 
camping would throw a big feed… 
We’d have a big meal and then play 
a softball game at the end of the 
day before they had to go back… 

it was great and everybody had 
a great time. It’s interesting how 
much of the park has changed since 
then. You wouldn’t know it just by 
looking at the park now.”

Aside  f rom the i r  g igs  a t  the 
state park, the couple also enjoys a 
shared hobby; wood carving. They 
belong to the Lake of the Ozarks 
wood carvers club in Camdenton 
and host meet each Wednesday at 
the Lebanon-Laclede County Li-
brary from 9-11 a.m. to carve and 
chat with fellow wood carvers. 

“We both have loved to carve for 
a long, long time so we were happy 

to find this club,” Vic said. “We 
have just as many wood carvers in 
Lebanon so we meet every week 
and share our love for the art and 
show each other what we’re work-
ing on.”

“I actually started carving be-
cause my father did. When he broke 
ribs at a factory, he picked that up 
and I just thought, if my dad can do 
it... I can too.” Susan added. “It’s 
such a fun thing to share with Vic 
and others in the club now too.”

Though COVID slowed down 
the club’s meetings, they’re back 
stronger than ever and show their 

art at the Laclede County Fair and 
the Camdenton Wood Carvers show 
at the lake each year. Vic also carves 
custom pieces and takes special 
orders through the park store at 
Bennett Spring. He specializes in 
intaglio; where every color in the 
art is that of the natural wood. The 
process shows how different types 
of wood make up the different col-
ors in the artwork.

“Those who want to talk about 
an order can just come in or call 
the store,” he said. “I love bringing 
people’s ideas to life and it really is 
art that can last a lifetime.”

Retirement from page 5

Contributed Photos
The pictured artwork by Vic was made through the intaglio carving pro-
cess. The appearance of different colors in the artwork comes from the dif-
ferent natural color of the varying types of wood that were used in making it. 



THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK NOVEMBER - FEBRUARY 22/23 PAGE 7

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon • www.laclederecord.com

IF WE DON’T TELL THE STORY
Who WillWho Will??

Award-winning journalism
you can’t find anywhere else.

Awarded First Place General Excellence by the
Missouri Press Association 3 years running.

Pics from the park

Contributed Photos
Left, Scott Kollasch poses with a three pound lunker he caught using gray scud in Zone 2 earlier in October. Right, Gary Kniepkamp from St. Jacob, IL shows off his 6 
lb catch crackle back from Zone 2.



Take the short 11 mile drive to 
food, fun, fashion and more!
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We want to thank you for visiting 
our beautiful Bennett Spring State 
Park. While you are in the Bennett 
Spring area, we invite you to visit 
Historic Downtown Lebanon.  Take 
the short, scenic 11-mile drive 
into the city of Lebanon.  Stay 
straight on Jefferson until you reach 
Commercial.  Whether you decide 
to turn right or left on Commercial 
Street, you will find lots 
of interesting things 
to do like visiting 

Downtown businesses or attending 
one of our many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream shops, smoothie stores, 
antique stores, gift shops, salons, 
jewelry stores, music stores, an art 
gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to 
visit Downtown soon or 

perhaps return to our 
area to enjoy one of our 

upcoming events.  

WWW.AXEATTACKMO.COM

AXE THROWING

ShadesShades
ofofGrayGrayBoutiqueBoutique

TOYS • LINGERIE • GIFTS
& SO MUCH MORE!

HOOKED
 on a good
time!

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON • (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM

20% OFF FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY

Hudson Feed & Grain
316 W. Commercial St., Lebanon
www.hudsonfeedandgrain.com

417-532-3921

The Lunch Box Cafe
Mon - Fri: 6am-2pm • Sat: 6am - ?

417-532-2044 • 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon

FOOD FOR 
EVERY TASTE!

Where the locals Where the locals 
meet to eatmeet to eat

Mister 
Eclectic

Antiques & Collectibles

 417-755-3183 • 304 W. 2nd St.
Downtown Lebanon

• Wrought Iron
• Jewelry

• Furniture  
• Home Decor
• And More!

205 E. Commercial St., 
Lebanon, MO • 417-588-7000 

www.LebanonRealtyX.com

of Lebanon



NOVEMBER 
3RD-5TH

Christmas 
Open Houses

Downtown Lebanon

NOVEMBER 17TH
Downtown 
Tree Lighting
5:30pm at The Market

5pm-9pm, 
Downtown Lebanon
Visit Santa, music, food, 
shopping and activities 

for the kids.

Upcoming
Downtown Events
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417-532-3118
www.falconfloorcovering.com            s 
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

Right in the Heart of Downtown next to the Post Office
109 E. Commercial St. • Lebanon MO, 65536

FLOOR COVERING

205 E. Commercial Lebanon
417-588-7006

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

208 W Commercial • Lebanon • 417-718-9136
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm
#SHOPDOWNTOWNLEBANON

• ANTIQUES • SECONDHAND
• VINTAGE • HOME DECOR & MORE!

GONE
 SHOPPIN

RUSTY
ROOSTER

 MARKET PLACE

You think it...You think it...
we ink it!we ink it!

free consultation

104 B E Commercial St, 
Lebanon • (417) 532-4799

@417rebelink

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

LAYEREDLAYERED
with flavor

• Drinks • Soups
• Salads • Steaks
• Seafood • BBQ

• Burgers • Sandwiches

It’s OK 
to Peek!

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” 
ONLY website featuring the 
area’s best fishing, floating, 

food, insightful articles,  
and Trout Talk! 

www.bennett-spring.com

Christmas on 
Commercial

DECEMBER 9TH



2

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays 

Ozarks Country Furniture

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture

Quality Built
                Built To Last

1

You’ll feel like you’ve taken a step back in time when you 
take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty homemade foods, browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor goods and stock up on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to spend any weekday 
or Saturday afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in Back in 

TimeTime

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants
N

S

EW

3 1

2
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Contributed Photo
A family affair! Pictured are Rick and Greg Hollenbeck with their respective 4.75 
lb and 3.3 lb catches during an October fishing excursion.
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11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Café Edelweiss
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
• Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

2

First catch at Bennett Spring State Park
Contributed Photos

Fall is a great time to 
take to the streams at 
Bennett Spring State 
Park. The weather is 
cooler, the fish are bit-
ing and the waterways 
are lined with hopeful 
anglers. Pictured are 
two first-time fisher-
men who successfully 
caught their first fish 
earlier in October. Left, 
Georgie, age 6, holds 
a fish he caught during 
a fall f ishing trip at 
Bennett Spring. Right, 
Charles, age 9, shows 
off his first-ever catch 
with a smile outside the 
Bennett Spring Park 
Store.
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23 Miles West on Hwy 64  
Right on T Hwy 9 miles 
Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left

• Seasonal Fresh Produce 
• Discounted Groceries

• Deli Meat & Cheese
• Homemade Sandwiches

• Bulk Spices 
• Bulk Candy

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm  
Fri. 8-6 pm • Sat. 8-5 pm
Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT

Meadowview 

Discount & Surplus Groceries
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand
417-993-3017

Dutch Market

3
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780 S Jefferson Ave., Lebanon   
(417) 588-3972 • 10 AM- 10 PM

Download 
The App

Come try our wild Come try our wild 
alaskan fish sandwich!alaskan fish sandwich!

Didn’t catch anything?Didn’t catch anything?

417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks

OPEN OPEN 
ALL ALL 

YEAR YEAR 
ROUNDROUND

Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY
417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon

www.laclederecord.com
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WeekendWeekend
JUNE 4, 2022JUNE 4, 2022

LACLEDE COUNTY:

place for small business ow
ners4th Best

See Page 10-11

If we don’t tell the 
story...who will?

www.holmanhowe.com

See Pages A2 - A4
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Gordon Keith Smith

Doris M. Smith

Delmer Oris Marcum Sr.

Holman-Howe/Lebanon

Sherry Green

Cameron Wayne Cromer

Shadel’s Colonial/Lebanon

Paul Eugene McCoy Sr.

Memorial Chapel/Waynesville

Dewey Bramwell

Anita Marie Pickens

Cantlon-Otternes & Viets/

Buffalo

Billy “Bill’’ Dean Vernon

Springfield, Missouri

@LacledeCountyRecord
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Flag flies ahead of 66 festFlag flies ahead of 66 fest

Photo by Eric Tietze for  The Laclede County Record

Lebanon, Missouri – The Heart of Route 66. The flag currently flies over Boswell park, which will be filled Saturday with vendors, food 

trucks, live music, a classic car show, inflatables and more. The festival kicks off Friday with a cruise-in on Commercial Street along with 

special guest Phat Mike & The Bartenders performing live, food trucks, local shopping and activities for the whole family. 

With temperatures 

approaching 100 fore-

cast for much of the 

week, Laclede County 

is gearing up to deal 

w i t h  t h e  s c o rc h i n g 

heat.
According to the Na-

tional Weather Service 

in Springfield, Laclede 

County remains under 

a hazardous weather 

advisory until 8 p.m. 

Wednesday with  an 

elevated heat risk ex-

pected through that 

time period.
“The combination 

of  hot  temperatures 

and high humidity will 

combine to  create  a 

situation in which heat 

illnesses are possible. 

Drink plenty of fluids, 

stay in an air-condi-

tioned room, stay out 

of the sun, and check 

up on relat ives  and 

neighbors,” according 

to the National Weath-

er Service.
Amber Meredith of 

the Free Store Ministry 

said their building at 

615 West Elm is avail-

able as a cooling sta-

tion on the days that 

it is open on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Satur-

days from 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m.
“ I f  s o m e o n e  g e t s 

overheated, we have 

ice water available at 

all times and we have 

a freezer out front full 

of freezer pops, they 

can take to try to get 

their body temperature 

down,” she said. 

Meredith said the 

Free Store is in need of 

fans, window air con-

ditioners, and freezer 

pops to help people 

cool off.  They have a 

PayPal at  freestorem-

inistry@gmail.com or 

anyone interested in 

helping can come by 

the store on Tuesday, 

Thursday, or Saturday.  

She said people can call 

417-664-2290 for more 

information.

Stay cool, hydrated, informed
High temps lead to heat advisory, 

call to conserve energy

Photo courtesy of the City of Lebanon

The US National Weather Service in Springfield has issued a Heat Advisory for 

several Missouri counties, including Laclede, until 8 p.m. today.It’s reccommended 

to stay hydrated and aware of heat-related illness.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

40x60 feet of freedom
40x60 feet of freedom

LCR Photo/Steve Smith

For the 12th consecutive year, the stars and strips are on display at the Laclede County Courthouse. 21 people helped with a flag 

raising ceremony on Flag Day, June 14, including the Lebanon Fire Department who supplied the ladder and seven full-time firefighters, Randy 

Rowe and the Office of Emergency Management, the Laclede County Commissioners, seven other county employees and multiple other 

volunteers from other area agencies and members of the community. “It’s always a good time to have it up but it’s especially great with so 

many people visiting Lebanon in the next few months,” said Commissioner Darrell Pollock. The flag will fly at the courthouse through July 14.

See ‘HIGH TEMPS’/ page A6

COMMISSIONERS UPDATE
SEE PAGE 4

$112,000 PRIZE
SEE PAGE 5
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ACADEMYACADEMYACADEMYYOUTHYOUTHYOUTH
202220222022

LPD partners up with the Lebanon 

R-3 District to teach students about 

the basic training used by law 

enforcements in new class 

See Pages 10-11

www.holmanhowe.com

See Pages A2 - A4

INDEX

DEATHS

contact our news staff

417-717-TIPS
editor@laclederecord.com

• all tips must include

contact phone number

NEWS TIPS?

A LOOK BACK...............Page A5

CALENDAR....................Page A2

CLASSIFIEDS.......Pages B2-B3

COMICS .......................
.Page B6

FAITH..................
.Page B5

SPORTS ..................P
age A7

Barbara Sue Montgomery

Lewis Franklin Luthy

Holman-Howe/Lebanon

Jackie Dean Anglen

Deloris Hendrix

Shirley McDowell

Shadel’s Colonial/Lebanon

Garnett “Neil’’ Walters

Memorial Chapel/Waynesville

Shirley Kay (Shaver) Fisher

Craig-Hurtt/Mountain Grove

Lawrence Joseph (Larry) 

Manion

Colorado

@LacledeCountyRecord

WAGONS FOR WARRIORS
SEE PAGES A4-A5
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345 Grand Avenue • LebanonSt. Francis DeSales
Catholic Church

St. Francis DeSales
Annual

RUMMAGE SALE

Fabulous Finds Await
Everyone
Welcome!

THIS WEEKEND, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Memorial Day ceremony honors veterans

The Lebanon com-

muni ty  remembered 

the sacrifices made by 

veterans at a Memorial 

Day service Monday at 

Mount Rose Memorial 

Park Cemetery. 
District 4 Congres-

sional candidate Taylor 

Burks,  a  former U.S. 

Navy lieutenant com-

mander, served as the 

main speaker at the an-

nual event.
Burks said Memorial 

Day is a time to recog-

nize the love American 

showed for one another 

by laying down their 

own lives for the United 

States.
“The meaning of Me-

morial Day is to remem-

ber the service and sac-

rifice of those who’ve 

given their lives for this 

country in the cause of 

freedom and liberty,” 

Burks said.

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

LCR Photo/SteveSmith

The annual Memorial Day celebration service at Mount Rose Memorial Park Cemetery was held Monday. 

May 30 in recognition of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms.

See ‘MEMORIAL’/ page A9

Yellowjacket fans can 

expect to see improved 

lighting at Jacket Sta-

dium following action 

Tuesday by the Leba-

non R-3 School Board. 

School officials say 

the light poles and in-

candescent l ight fix-

tures at Jacket Stadium 

have been a concern 

for some time as they 

have exceeded their life 

expectancy. They are 

believed to be over 45 

years old. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 

email from the school 

district ,  some of the 

poles have significant 

wood rot at the tops 

where the cross mem-

bers attach the fixtures, 

which could result in 

t h e  f i x t u re s  f a l l i n g 

down. 
“The District main-

tenance team has spent 

many hours and thou-

sands of dollars over 

the last few years mak-

ing repairs to the wir-

ing, controls, and fix-

tures to keep the lights 

operational,” according 

to the email.  “Concerns 

have increased recently 

as several of the poles 

have begun to lean sig-

nificantly. Therefore, 

the District asked rep-

resentatives from the 

city uti l i t ies depart-

ment to evaluate the 

condition of the poles 

a n d  f i x t u re s .  T h e i r 

evaluation confirmed 

the poles, fixtures, and 

wiring are at the end 

of their life and could 

fail at any time. This 

presents a significant 

safety issue to students, 

staff, and patrons; as 

well as to the District’s 

investment in the new 

track and turf.” 

The  dec i s ion  was 

made to seek bids on 

the replacement of the 

poles and lights. The 

timing for this bidding 

process was driven by 

supply chain issues and 

efforts to ensure the 

project can be complet-

ed in a timely manner, 

according to the school 

district. 
“The establishment 

of this project as a ‘pri-

ority’ was driven by 

safety concerns and the 

potential for disrup-

tions to a facility that 

impact many students 

and patrons,” the email 

said.
Bids were opened on 

May 24, 2022. Due to na-

tionwide supply issues 

and the need to have 

the project completed 

by mid August for fall 

activities, the District 

requested Board ap-

proval on May 24. The 

project will include re-

moving the current six 

wooden poles, wiring, 

and fixtures, and re-

placing them with four 

steel galvanized poles 

with new wiring and 

LED fixtures. Funding 

for this one-time expen-

diture will come from 

2021-22 budget dollars. 

This project would 

be impossible without 

good stewardship of 

this year ’s budget and 

the passage of Proposi-

tion Lebanon Schools, 

as state funding has 

been flat for three con-

secut ive  years .  “We 

wouldn’ t  be  able  to 

do this project without 

these resources,” said 

Superintendent Dr. Da-

vid Schmitz. 
T h e  B o a r d  v o t -

e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o 

a p p ro v e  t h e  b i d  o f 

$232,598 from Gameday 

Lighting.  These new 

lights come with a 25-

year  warranty  f rom 

Gameday Lighting. 

“This affects many 

k i d s  a n d  p ro g r a m s 

who will benefit from 

improved safety and 

lighting,” said Assis-

tant Superintendent Dr. 

Brad Armstrong. 

In other business, the 

Board voted 4-0 to ap-

prove the Partnership 

Agreement  be tween 

MU Extension/Laclede 

County 4H and Leba-

non R-3 Schools FFA. 

The Laclede County 

4-H and MU Extension

will partner with the

Lebanon School District

and Lebanon FFA by

relocating their Laclede

County 4-H horse arena

to  the  Lebanon FFA

farm.
The Board also vot-

ed 4-0 to approve the 

bid from CARE Sales 

& Service for  a  new 

freezer unit at Boswell 

Elementary. The cur-

rent unit is twenty-two 

years old and is in need 

of significant work.  In 

addition to structural 

issues with the floor, 

the compressor unit is 

in need of replacement. 

The total project cost is 

$56,927.80.

LHS School board gives nod to improvements

STEVE SMITH
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

See ‘SCHOOL BOARD’/ page A10

DOWNTOWN LEBANON SUMMER 
KICKOFF

SEE PAGES A10

The establishment 

of this project as a 

‘priority’ was driven 

by safety concerns 

and the potential for 

disruptions to a facility 

that impact many 

students and patrons.”

LCR Photo/Shelby Atkison

The Lebanon High School football stadium is set to recieve new light poles and incandescent fixtures.
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lhs Science teacher 

Ryne Emerick learns 

how to better mentor 

students through the 

research process.

see pages 10-11
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SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

Contributed Photos
Left, 3-year-
o l d  A v a 
sports a smile 
as she lugs 
her lunkers 
to the Park 
Store for a 
photo opp. 
To p  r i g h t , 
Brody,  age 
8, shows off 
his fall catch 
in front of the 
Park Store. 
Bottom right, 
10-year-old 
Sage holds 
up a str ing 
of lunkers he 
caught ealier 
in October.



1 Bennett Spring Campground D6
2 Bennett Spring Church of God C6
3 Bennett Spring Grill D7
4 Bennett Spring Restaurant C7
5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel D7
6 Bennett Spring Inn E7
7 Bennett Spring State Park Store C7
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy G8
9 Castaway Campground E7
10 Cedar Ridge Campground F8
11 Corkery Campground C1
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room E7
13 Ft. Niangua River Resort B6
14 Glynn’s RV D7
15 Hidden Valley Out� tter C5
16 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground C1
17 Hootie Hollar Hollow D7
18 KOA G8
19 Larry’s Cedar Resort D7
20 Litty Custom Knives B5
21 MacCreed’s Art Gallery E7
22 Majestic Views Floats of Missouri A4
23 Maggard’s Canoe Rental C1
24 Menagerie Campground A5
25 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground B1
26 One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place C1
27 Peaceful Valley RV Park D8
28 Reading’s Fly Shop E7
29 Riverfront Campground C6
30 Riverwood Resort D5
31 Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill C6
32 Thompson’s RV Park F7
33 Bennett Spring Propane F8
34 Weaver’s Tackle Store D7
35 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe B5
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417-532-9131 • Lebanon, MO
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www.bennett-spring.com

Catch
Every issue of Trout Talk 
for 2023 in your mailbox

for only $25
Published monthly March-November
Name:  

Address:  

 

Phone:  

Email:  

Mail a $2500 check to: Trout Talk c/o 
Lebanon Publishing Company

P.O. Box 192 • Lebanon, MO 65536 or 
Call 417-532-9131
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417-991-2233

Missouri Cheese  
Outlet & More

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days • (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon

Just off the I-44 exit!

Specialty Cheeses, Amish Goods,
Snack Meats & All Kinds Of Jerky.

WITH MORE NEW
SURPRISES TO COME.

WITH NEARLY 350 BOOTH
SPACES TO ENJOY

FROM GLASSWARE TO 
COLLECTABLES...AND 

EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!

IN THE HEART BEAT OF
THE SHOW ME STATE!

Heartland

PRIMITIVES

SHABBY CHIC

ANTIQUES

COLLECTABLES

FISHING REGULATIONS

The spring branch is stocked daily 
during the regular fishing season, 
which is March 1 through Oct. 31. Dai-
ly permits are required to fish on the 
spring branch and zones are set aside 
for different kinds of lures. Permits are 
available at the park store. For more 
information, call (417) 532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam 
upstream to the end of the area. Only 
flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam 
to the whistle bridge. Only flies and 
artificial lures are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle bridge 
to the Niangua River. Only soft plastic 

bait (unscented), natural and scented 
bait are permitted. All flies and artifi-
cial lures are prohibited, even if natural 
bait or scent has been added.

Zone areas are marked in the park 
and maps are also available in the Park 
Store.

Trout Fishing Hours
July: 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
August: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.
October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: Sunrise to one hour 

past sunset, daily

DINING LODGE HOURS
7 a.m. to one hour after the whistle 

during trout season

NATURE CENTER HOURS
Through Oct. 31

10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday 
through Sunday

Nov. 1 through Feb. 24 - Closed

PARK OFFICE HOURS
SUMMER HOURS (On-Season) 
Through Oct. 31
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 

Friday 
Closed on state holidays

STORE HOURS
One hour before fishing official-

ly starts through one hour after the 
regular fishing day ends according to 
the regular schedule daily during trout 
fishing season at the park.

A look at Bennett Spring State Park rules and regulations:

Get in the zoneGet in the zone



READY FOR WINTER?

RV Spots with Year-Round Water, 
Sewer & Propane Delivery.

• Yard Maintenance

• Trash Pick-Up

• 30&50 AMP  
 Spots Available

CEDAR RIDGE CAMPGROUND • 12972 HWY 64, LEBANON

BENNETT SPRING 
PROPANE
417-588-8858

THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND!

Book your spot 
today!

417-588-8858

THE LOWEST PRICED 
REFILLS IN THE AREA

ICE • LIQUOR • BEER
VALLEY VIEW RV • 12972 HWY 64, LEBANON
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