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Give your living
room a new vibe

WE HAVE YOU COVERED FROM
COMMERCIALTO RESIDENTIAL
COME SEE THE ALL NEW MODELS!

YD

OUTLAW COMMERCIAL
RENEGADE ZERO-TURN MOWER

2024 - 61"/72" - 999CC KOHLER EFI

Featuring:
+ Engine options: Kohler

+ Available deck sizes: 61" & 72"

+ Dual pump belt system with tensioner design
+ Heavy-gauge, all-steel, all-welded frame

+ Sloped 1/4”or 3-gauge deck with reinforced
3/8” sides

/]
_)L/
BAD BOY
MOWERS

PRO Z 560 L KW PROFESSIONAL ZERO-TURN MOWER

+ 27 HP Kawasaki FX850v
(852cc) engine and 12cc Parker
HTJ transmission

+ 60" triple-7-gauge fabricated
steel cutting deck with top,
bottom and side reinforcements

+ 3-year limited commercial
warranty (no hour limitations)
and 5 year /1,750 hour limited
deck construction warranty

S

. RESIDENTIAL
MAGNUM ZERO-TURN MOWER

2024 - 48" 725CC Kohler 7000

Featuring:
+ Engine options: Kawasaki & Kohler
+ Available deck sizes: 48" & 54"

+ 3/16” or 7-gauge all steel, formed and welded deck
with reinforced edges

+ Seat lifts for easy maintenance and cleaning
+ Heavy-gauge, all-steel,
all-welded frame

B
BAD BOY
MOWERS

ULTIMA ZT1 42 ZERO-TURN MOWER WITH FABRICATED DECK

$3,399

+ A18 HP/726cc Kawasaki FR600V twin-cylinder
OHV engine delivers high-performance power to
tackle your yard

+ Dual hydrostatic transmissions allow for quick
and effortless 7 MPH forward (3.5 MPH reverse)
ground speeds that leaves your lawn with a
professional-quality finish

+ A continuous square 2 in. x 2 in. tubular steel
frame with fully e-coat lower frame and triple
guard corrosion defense system, a multi-step
process that electronically applies automotive-
grade corrosion resistance with meticulous
care to protect against wear and tear.

+ 42-in. AeroForce fabricated deck that
delivers a signature cut with fewer clumps
and stragglers, finer clippings, and
increased evenness.

M
EiJ Mow WITH AN ATTITUDE

Www.Da oymowers.com

*Financing Available W.A.C

1040 W. EIm Street
Lebanon

. 417-532-6198

www.dasalesonline.com
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Features to consider for a
relaxation-themed bathroom remodel

omeowners want

to view their
homes as a respite from
all that goes on outside
their doors. Indeed,
turning a home into a
residents-only retreat
can ensure everyone
looks forward to walk-
ing through the front
the door at the end of
the day.

One of the more pop-
ular ways to turn a home
into one’s own personal
retreat is to upgrade the
bathroom. A renovated
bathroom can complete-
ly transform how indi-
viduals feel about their

homes. The following
are some features to con-
sider when remodeling
a bathroom with relax-
ation in mind.

* Open shower: An
open shower is a visually
stunning addition to any
bathroom. Such showers
give a bathroom a more
open look, thanks in
part to the fact that these
modern features do not
feature a door or require
the use of a shower cur-
tain. The resultis a clean
look that many people
associate with a luxu-
ry hotel. When speak-
ing with a contractor

about an open shower
install, homeowners can
ask about a half-wall to
safeguard against wa-
ter splashing out of the
shower. In addition, a
heat lamp can help en-
sure residents stay warm
until they’re ready to
leave the bathroom.

e Heated features:
Additional features to
keep everyone calm and
warm can be consid-
ered when upgrading
the bathroom. Radiant
flooring can ensure ev-
eryone’s toes remain
toasty, and the installa-
tion of such a feature can

eliminate the need for
floor mats and bath mats
that some homeowners
may not like. Commit
further to the heat theme
with a heated towel rack,
which is another feature
associated with luxury
hotels that can be just as
enjoyable at home.

e Soaking tub: An
open shower creates an
instant feeling of luxury,
but few things are more
suggestive of relaxation
than a soaking tub. A
long day at school or the
office or a day when win-
ter winds are howling
outside is made much

better with a good a soak.
The National Kitchen &
Bath Association notes
that luxury bathrooms
featuring soaking tubs
are wildly popular, and
that vaunted status is
undoubtedly due to the
relaxing benefits of a
good soak.

e Skylight: Even if
the goal of a luxury
bathroom is to leave the
outside world outside,
allowing some natural
lightinside is a great way
to add a little extra calm
to the room. Floor-to-ceil-
ing windows may seem
appealing in brochures

or advertisements, but
such features do not cre-
ate the sense of privacy
many people prefer in
their bathrooms. One or
two skylights can create
that sense of privacy and
still allow for natural
light to enter the room,
making this an option
that provides the best of
both worlds.

These features and
more can help home-
owners transform their
bathrooms into luxu-
rious, relaxing respites
from the outside world.

How DIY can be bad for homeowners’ bottom lines

Homeowners know
it can be tempting
to go the do-it-yourself
(DIY) route when start-
ing ahome improvement
project. Home repairs
and renovations can be
costly, and the notion of
saving money on such
projects compels many
homeowners to try their
hand at home improve-
ments. However, the DIY
approach can be costly
as well, and if things
go awry, homeowners
may end up with empty
pockets and unfinished
projects.

Online tutorials and
advertisements for home
improvement retailers
can make DIY seem like a
snap. However, there are
potential pitfalls to con-
sider that could make the
ostensibly less expensive
DIY route far more detri-
mental to the bottom line
than homeowners may

recognize.

¢ Permits: Permits
ensure work is done in
accordance with local
codes, which are de-
signed to ensure the
safety of residents and
their neighbors. Licensed
contractors know which
permits are necessary
for projects they’re hired
to work on, and many
even procure permits
for their clients (home-
owners are urged to read

estimates and contracts
to determine who will be
responsible for acquiring
the appropriate permits).
DIYers may not know
about local permits, and
therefore go ahead with
projects without pro-
curing any. That can be
harmful in the short- and
long-term. In the short-
term, a failure to procure
the appropriate permits
can make a home less
safe and potentially lead

to costly fines and ne-
cessitate a complete do-
over of the project. In the
long-term, homeowners
who did not secure the
appropriate permits may
not be given a certificate
of occupancy (CO) when
putting their homes on
the market, which can
make it very difficult to
sell the home.

e Ancillary costs: The
ancillary costs of DIY are
not often noted in online

tutorials. However, such
costs can dramatical-
ly increase the amount
of money DIYers shell
out in order to complete
projects on their own.
Ancillary costs include
but are not limited to the
price of tools and equip-
ment; disposal fees for
materials that will need
to be discarded; and the
cost of permits. These
costs are often included
in estimates provided by
contractors, but they’re
easily overlooked by
novice DIYers.

® Repairs: Even expe-
rienced contractors make
mistakes, so DIYers, par-
ticularly novices, can
anticipate making a few
errors along the way.
Minor mistakes may not
prove too costly, but more
significant mishaps can
quickly negate any cost
savings associated with
DIY renovations. The

cost to fix DIY mistakes
varies depending on the
project, but a 2019 survey
from Porch.com found
that the average DIY mis-
take cost homeowners
$310 and added five and
a half hours to the overall
time spent to complete a
project. It's worth noting
the Porch.com survey
was conducted prior to
the dramatic increase
in materials costs relat-
ed to inflation in recent
years. So it’s reasonable
to assume that fixing DIY
mistakes in 2024 could
end up costing consid-
erably more than a few
hundred dollars.

Before diving in to
DIY, homeowners may
want to consider the real
costs associated with
forgoing professional
experience in the poten-
tially misplaced hopes of
saving a few dollars.

NO TONNAGE FEES,
ALWAYS A FLAT
RATE!

NO HIDDEN
FEES!

&

NEED TO DISPOSE JUNK, TRASH, CONSTRUCTION
OR DEMOLITION DEBRIS QUICKLY?

GallWE;) DE

DRIVEWAY SAFE - RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

DRIVEWAY

)

DUMPSTER/TRAILER LLC
CALL TODAY: (573) 280-8202

IPOWER \WASHING
& SOFT WASHING

FOR YOUR
- HOUSE & ROOF

- DRIVEWAY & DECK
3 ° PATIO & PAVERS
- OUTDOOR FURNITURE

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

LICENSED &
INSURED

TRIPLE X POWER
WASHING LLc

CALL TODAY: (573) 280-8202
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Renovations that help sell homes

The adage “there’s
a lid for every
pot” suggests that, even
in relation to the real
estate market, there’s
bound to be a buyer for
every home on the mar-
ket. Price is a significant
variable in the minds
of potential buyers, but
there are additional fac-
tors that can affect the
impression people get
of a given home.

Certain home fea-
tures can tip the scales
in favor of sellers. In
fact, various renova-
tions can help sell homes
more readily. And these
renovations need not
cost a fortune. Putting a
home on the market can
be stressful, but these
renovations may help it
sell fast.

* Afresh coat of paint:
Although painting is
relatively inexpensive
and a job that some do-
it-yourselfers can tackle,
it’s not a task relished
by many. Painting is
messy, it takes time, and
requires moving furni-
ture. In fact, prepping a
room for painting often
is the toughest compo-
nent of any painting job.
But fresh coats of paint
can create a strong first
impression. Choose a

neutral color and get
painting. Jennie Norris,
chairwoman for the In-
ternational Association
of Home Staging Pro-
fessionals, says gray is
a “safe” color that has
been trending in recent
years.

e Minor bathroom
remodel: Remove dat-
ed wall coverings, re-
place fixtures, consider
re-glazing or replacing
an old tub, and swap
old shower doors for
fast fixes in a bathroom.
If there’s more room in
the budget, replacing a
tub, tile surround, floor,
toilet, sink, vanity, and
fixtures can cost rough-
ly $10,500, says HGTV.
You'll recoup an average
of $10,700 at resale, mak-
ing a minor bathroom
remodel a potentially
worthy investment.

e Redone kitchen:
The kitchen tends to
be the hub of a home.
This room gets the most
usage and attention of
any space, and it’'s a
great place to focus your
remodeling attention.
The National Associa-
tion of the Remodeling
Industry estimates that
homeowners can re-
cover up to 52 percent
of the cost of a kitchen

upgrade upon selling
a home. Buyers want a
functional and updat-
ed kitchen. Trending
features include draw-
er-style microwaves
and dishwashers, com-
mercial ranges, hidden
outlets, and even wine
refrigerators.

e Updated heating
and cooling system:
Better Homes and Gar-
dens reports that home-
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NOJOBISTOO SMALL!

C 417-664-1142
LEBANON, MO

* Windows
* Flooring

* Roofing
» Siding
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owners may be able to
recoup 85 percent of
the cost of new HVAC
systems when they sell
their homes. Heating,
cooling and ventilation
components are vital
to maintain. You don’t
want buyers to be tak-
en aback by an older
system, and many mil-
lennial buyers are not
willing to overlook old
mechanical systems.

e Fresh landscaping:
Ahome’s exterior is the
first thing buyers will
see. If they pull up to a
home with eye-catch-
ing landscaping and
outdoor areas that are
attractive yet function-
al, they’re more likely
to be intrigued. Often
buyers will equate a
home that features an
impressive exterior with
upkeep inside as well.

e S e

——

Small Engine Repair

The American Nursery
Landscape Association
says the average home-
owner may spend $3,500
for landscaping.

Improving a home’s
chances to sell quickly
and at a higher price
often comes down to
making smart improve-
ments that catch the eyes
of buyers.

Stihl Sales

MS162 Chainsaw

(417) 532-5622

N. Jeiierson, Lebanon

F

Quality Windows & Doors, Quality Installation,
We improve your outleok!
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Factors to consider when buying furniture

uying furniture

can be an exciting
prospect. The opportu-
nity to breathe new life
into a home with the
addition of different fur-
nishings inspires many
people. However, at the

Y

-l

same time, searching for
furniture can be a tad
overwhelming, especial-
ly when homeowners
do not know where to
begin.

The Bureau of Labor
Statistics reported that,

in 2017, Americans spent
an average of $2,484 on
furniture. While furni-
ture may not be the most
costly investment, it’s
also not the cheapest,
which is why getting it
right is important.

Determine your needs
The first step in pur-
chasing new furniture is
to decide what is needed.
Assess current furniture
and think about what
works for certain pieces
and what doesn’t. Then
you can gear purchases
around desired features.
For example, if you've
determined chenille fab-
ric holds on to too much
pet fur, the next couch
may be leather or mi-
crofiber.
Measure more than once
Measure your room
multiple times and create
a mock floor plan. This
will help when figuring
out if certain pieces can
fit into the space. Some
retailers even offer floor
plan software on their
websites so that you can
upload the dimensions
of your room and see

how certain items will fit
in your spaces. In addi-
tion, be sure to measure
the width of doors to
ensure that it’s easy to
get the furniture into the
home when delivered.
Determine your style
Figure out which style
best fits your personality
and lifestyle. This may be
traditional, transitional
or modern. Incorporate
pieces accordingly, or
mix and match to create
alook that is completely
unique.
Confirm materials
Consider your budget
when choosing the con-
struction materials for
the furniture. Solid wood
tends to be more ex-
pensive, but often more
durable than engineered
products. In addition,
check to see how items
are built. Pull out draw-

ers and check hinges
to ensure the quality is
there.

Save money on sales

Furniture can be ex-
pensive, but there is
room for savings. Shop
when retailers offer sea-
sonal sales. Consider
warehouse retailers,
which often sell select
items at a discount.
Read reviews

Before taking the
plunge, be sure to read
reviews of items and re-
tailers. While items may
appear perfect, reviews
can shed light on how
pieces stand up to wear
and tear.

Shopping for furni-
ture means taking steps
to measure, match style,
read reviews, and find
pieces that fithomeown-
ers’ lifestyles.

How to recognize when it’s time to replace your windows

indows are a
major compo-
nent of a home. Window
installation profession-
als will tell homeowners
that the average life span
of residential windows
is between 15 and 30
years. Most well-main-
tained products can last
20 years, so homeown-
ers who have windows
approaching that age
may want to schedule a
window assessment and
possible replacement.
Replacing windows
is a job that requires
advanced skill, and this
is not a do-it-yourself
project. There are many
qualified profession-
al window installation
companies that will
work with homeowners

to measure, order and
install windows that
will fit with the style of
ahome and local weath-
er, all while providing
features the homeowner
desires.

For those wondering
when to replace win-
dows, Pella and Renew-
al by Andersen, two of
the premiere window
manufacturers, offer
these guidelines.

e Difficulty opening
and closing windows.
A window that does not
operate as it should can
aggravate homeowners.
If windows are sticking
shut or cannot be secure-
ly closed, it’s probably
time for something new.

* There’s apparent
window damage. Acci-

dents happen, and if a
rock is kicked up from a
lawnmower and cracks
a window or if spring
baseball practice has
gone awry with an er-
rant throw, windows
may require replace-
ment.

e Drafts in the win-
dow are common. If
heating and cooling sys-
tems are working over-
time, drafty, poorly in-
sulated windows could
be to blame. Various
agencies can perform
energy efficiency tests in
a home. Windows that
are determined to be the
weak spots should be
replaced.

® Dated windows are
present in the home.
Older windows may

BUZY BEE
Greenhouse

21696 Hwy B, Lebanon

%3 Vegetable Plants %‘3 Annual Flats
%3 Potted Plants %3 Hanging Baskets

%3 Decorative Planters
%3 Poly Lawn Furniture %3 & Much More

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
9AM - 5:30PM

MON - FRI: 9AM - 5:30PM | SAT: 9AM - NOON

pose safety hazards, es-
pecially those in older
homes. Alarger window
may be needed to com-
ply with fire safety codes
allowing for window
egress. Dated windows
also may simply look
“old” and compromise
the aesthetics of a home.

e Outdoor noises
are noticed quite read-
ily. Newer windows
can help reduce noise
transmission. So those
leaf blowers, airplanes,
barking dogs, and kids
playing basketball up
the street won't disturb
homeowners as they try
to enjoy some peace and
quiet indoors.

e Fading indoors is
noted. Windows that do
not feature low-emissiv-

4 F

SCHEDULE YOUR AC
CHECK-UP TODAY!

HEATING & COOLING szzce (¥
(417) 532-2779

ity (Low-E) glass coat-
ings will not block UV
rays. Those rays can
cause fading to wood
floors and furniture or
pretty much anything
the sunlight touch-
es. Replacing existing
windows with Low-E

coating alternatives can
safeguard belongings
and improve window
efficiency.

Window replacement
may be necessary when
existing windows are
showing signs of aging
or damage.
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HENDERSQON

HEATING & COOLING
Sice 1955- Lebonon 4O\ N Y
417.532.2779\
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YOUR
HEADQUARTERS FOR:
KitchenAid, Whirlpool,
Cove, Maytag, Amana,
‘Wolf, Sub-Zero, Bosch,
Zephyr and Blaze
Outdoor Products, Speed
Queen, Scotsman, Sharp,

Frigidaire and Thor.

Proudly offering
major brands
you love at prices
you can afford.

]acobsen Appliances, INC.

Expert Installation and Delivery Available

| JEeAb)
713 S. ]efferson « Lebanon, MO 65536 « Phone (417) 588-1209 « www.jacobsenappliances.com
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Spring cleaning tips and tricks

Spring is a time of
year when change
is in the air. Trees are
budding, plants are flow-
ering, and homes laden
with dark or heavy fab-
rics and clutter could use
some lightening up.

Spring cleaning proj-
ects are popular this time
of year as residents take
inventory of their living
spaces and aim to declut-
ter, clean and increase ef-
ficiency. Some people find
the prospect of getting or-
ganized overwhelming.
Here are some tips that
can help anyone master
spring cleaning.

e Create a plan. Make
a checklist and establish
a cleaning plan of attack.
Focus on areas that are
not regularly cleaned, as
they probably need a little
attention.

e Assemble your
cleaning kit. Spring clean-
ing can be slowed down
considerably if you don’t
have all of your equip-
ment at the ready. Items
to have on hand include
an all-purpose cleaner,
concentrated cleaner,
microfiber cloths, paper
towels, mop, vacuum,
dusters, and a squeegee.
Adjust your equipment
based on the task at hand.

¢ Curate your cleaning
playlist. Create a playlist

with songs that will get
you moving and motivat-
ed to clean.

* Work from top to
bottom. Work efficiently
by cleaning shelves, ceil-
ing fans and other elevat-
ed items first, as dust and
debris will trickle down
and need to be cleaned
next.

e Purchase or rent a
carpet cleaner. According
to the experts at Clean
That Up, carpets help
filter indoor air by trap-
ping debris and aller-
gens. By deep cleaning
carpets, homeowners can
improve the indoor air
quality of their homes.
Use a carpet cleaner on
a warm, dry day so that
windows can be opened
and cross breezes will
help dry the damp rug.

* Clean windows.
Wash windows inside
and out and utilize their
screens to help brighten
indoors spaces.

e Deep clean the
kitchen. Clean out and
disinfect the refrigera-
tor by wiping it down
with warm water and
baking soda or a vine-
gar-and-water solution.
While in the kitchen, set
the oven to the self-clean
function so it becomes
cleaner as well.

Homeowners also can

focus on cleaning curtains
(including shower cur-
tains), steam-cleaning up-
holstery, removing clutter
from closets, cleaning out
the dryer vent and duct
tubing, wiping inside
kitchen drawers, and vac-
uuming under beds and
other furniture.

Spring cleaning can
bring the revitalizing na-
ture of this beloved time
of year into your home.

A27Z Exterminating, LLC
Termite & Pest Control

Owner: Zach Shelton
573-336-4448 - 417-533-5333
573-433-6933 Text

www.a2zexterminatingllc.com
a2zexterminating@gmail.com

You've
Tried The
Rest, Now

Try The

Best!

Licensed & Insured

Leave Your Spring Cleaning to the Professionals

e Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services
* Locally Owned, Fully Bonded & Insured

a n FE!SZLL;ZE” Call or Text
7 | EBANGN For an estimate today!
LEREYC 417-650-0301

 Metal Building/

« Commercial/Residential

Pole Barn Construction

« Complete Concrete
Installation/ Finishing

OUTHERN
I]NTRAI]TINE LLE

“A VETERAN/FAMIL Y

417-718-2301 9
Lebanon, Mo 65536 BBB

Foundations
Land Clearing

Site Prep/Utility
Installation

A REPUTATION BUILT ON

QUALITY

Excavation/Dirt Work

From start to finish, we
have you covered utilizing

ONE COMPANY!

We offer financing and are
here to serve the entire
Show-Me State

FREE CONSULTATION & ESTIMATE

+ Retaining Wall Design
and Installation

+ All types of Fencing
& more!!!

VETERAN

OWNED AND OPERATED -

Call or go to https://southern-contracting-llc.business.site/
to schedule your appointment.
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Tips to revitalize a garden this spring

ardening is a re-

warding hobby
that pays a host of signif-
icant dividends. Many
people love gardening
because it allows them
to spend time outdoors,
and that simple plea-
sure is indeed a notable
benefit of working in a
garden. But the National
Initiative for Consumer
Horticulture notes that
gardening provides a
host of additional ben-
efits, including helping
people get sufficient
levels of exercise, re-
duce stress and improve
mood.

With so much to
gain from gardening,
it’'s no wonder people
look forward to getting
their hands dirty in the
garden each spring. As
the weather warms up,
consider these tips to
help bring a garden back
to life.

e Discard the dead
weight. Winter can take
its toll on a garden, even
in regions where the
weather between De-
cember and early spring
is not especially harsh.
Discard dead plants
that have lingered into
spring and prune any

perennials that need
it. Branches that fell
during winter storms
also should be removed
at this point if they have
not previously been dis-
carded.

e Test the soil. Soil
testing kits can be pur-
chased at local garden
centers and home im-
provement retailers.
Such tests are inexpen-
sive and can reveal if the
soil needs to be amend-
ed to help plants thrive
in the months to come.

® Mulch garden beds.
Mulching benefits a gar-
den by helping soil re-

tain moisture and pre-
venting the growth of
weeds. Various garden
experts note that mulch-
ing in spring can prevent
weed seeds from germi-
nating over the course
of spring and summer.
That means plants won’t
have to fight with weeds
for water when the tem-
perature warms up. It
also means gardeners
won’t have to spend
time pulling weeds this
summer.

* Inspect your irriga-
tion system. Homeown-
ers with in-ground irri-
gation systems or above-

ground systems that
utilize a drip or soaker
function can inspect the
systems before plants
begin to bloom. Dam-
aged sprinkler heads or
torn lines can deprive
plants of water they
will need to bloom and
ultimately thrive once
the weather warms up.

e Tune up your
tools. Gardening tools
have likely been sitting
around gathering dust
since fall. Serious gar-
deners know that tools
can be expensive, so
it pays to protect that
investment by main-

taining the tools. Sharp-
ened pruners help make
plants less vulnerable
to infestation and infec-
tion. Well-maintained
tools like shovels and
hoes also make more
demanding gardening
jobs a little bit easier, so
don’t forget to tune up
your tools before the
weather warms up.

It's almost gardening
season, which means
gardeners can start on
the necessary prep work
to ensure their gardens
grow in strong and
beautiful this spring.

Signs a home exterior needs updating

Renovations are
a great way for
homeowners to reshape
their homes. Some may
aspire to renovate so
their home is more re-
flective of their personal
taste, while others may
do so in an effort to
make their homes bet-
ter align with modern
styles and sensibilities.
Regardless of why a
homeowner chooses to
renovate, the need to
do so is often evident to
the naked eye, especially
when the time comes to
update home exteriors.

Curb appeal is often
discussed in regard to
the effects it can have
when selling a home.
But curb appeal is equal-
ly important for home-
owners who aren’t put-
ting their homes on the
market. A well-main-
tained, aesthetically ap-
pealing home is a source
of pride, while a home

with fading curb appeal
can make homeowners
feel a little sheepish.
Homeowners who want
their homes to main-
tain their curb appeal
can look for signs that
it’s time to update their
home exteriors.

e Curling shingles:
The roof may not be the
first thing people think
of when pondering curb
appeal, but a damaged
roof can contribute to
problems that ultimate-
ly affect the exterior and
interior of the home.
Multiple curling shin-
gles indicate it’s time
to replace the roof. The
sight of curling shingles
is not pretty, but the
larger issue in such in-
stances is the potential
for costly water dam-
age when water gets
in through the affected
shingles.

e Dated entry door:
Many home improve-

ment experts insist they
can determine when a
home was built or most
recently renovated sim-
ply by looking at the
front door. Steel and
glass doors are popu-
lar in modern homes,
so homeowners with
front doors with ornate
designs and oval glass
inserts can likely benefit
from an upgrade to their
entryway. A modern
front door can make a
statement and real estate
experts note how popu-
lar updated front doors
are among buyers.

e Unsightly land-
scaping: It's not only the
physical components
of the home that may
suggest an update is
necessary. Homeowners
without a green thumb
may have exterior land-
scaping that has seen
better days. If a spring
or summer day spent
tending to your land-

K

scaping is not your ide-
al weekend pastime,
then consider replacing
unsightly landscaping
with low-maintenance
plants or hardscaping.
These alternatives to
more needy plants can
create curb appeal with-
out requiring any extra

work for homeowners.
e Cracked drive-
ways/walkways: If the
driveway looks like a
busy road at the end of
snow plowing season,
chances are that’s ad-
versely affecting the im-
pression people have of
your home. In addition,

cracked walkways indi-
cate a need for renova-
tions, as these areas are
front and center when
welcoming guests.

Updating a home’s
exterior can restore curb
appeal and help home-
owners feel better about
their properties.

to'getithe ]ob done!

. Conc;rete &
- Compacting

fFIoorlngﬁAerlaIs ,
 Ladders, Lifts &
Scaffoldmg

‘ =\ & Garden

(417) 532-2353

SI N G 471 E. Elm Lebanon, MO

RENTAL | www.singrental.com

IT’S SO MUCH MOWER’

 for all your flooring!
Cleaner for tile, stone, hardwood, laminate, vinyl,
rpet, pet oglor eliminator and more

HARDWOOD « CARPET « SHEET VINYL + LAMINATE + TILE » REMNANfS :OUNTERTOPS * VINYL PLANK

41 7_532_31 1 8 www.falconfloorcovering.com

falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

FAL/ oN

FLOOR COVERING

f Right in the Heart of Downtown next to the Post Office - 109 E. Commercial St. * Lebanon MO, 65536

6 SPRING HOME & GARDEN | WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 2024 | LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD



Signs it’s time to repair or replace your deck

ARSI 0 S b N

pring is a season of

rejuvenation that
compels millions across
the globe to quit hiber-
nating and get back to
enjoying the great out-
doors. Spring also marks
a great time to assess a
home’s exterior, namely
those areas like a deck
where people will spend
alot of time in the warm-
er months to come.

Assessing a deck after
winter can be eye-open-
ing. Harsh winter weath-
er can take its toll on a
deck, and the following
are some telltale signs
that a deck could be in
need of repair or replace-
ment.

e Wobbly underfoot
and in hand: Wobbly
planks and railings are
one sign of a deteriorat-
ing deck homeowners
won’t recognize as they
hide from winter weath-
er indoors. But these
tend to reveal them-
selves rather quickly
when examining a deck

e

e
b ’://‘./
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after winter. Wobbly
planks in the middle
of the deck can be in-
convenient, but wobbly
steps and railings can be
dangerous. According to
the home improvement
resource Angi, wobbly
railings can be a by-

product of rot. A local
decking professional can
assess the extent of the
rot in railings and else-
where and determine
the best course of action.
If the rot is isolated to
an area or two, a simple
repair may be all that’s
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necessary. Extensive rot
may require a full re-
placement of the existing
deck.

¢ Faded paint: Many
homeowners paint their
wood decks, and that
paint will not last for-
ever. Faded paint can

turn an otherwise lovely
deck into an eyesore,
and paint can fade over
the winter. Thankfully, a
local painter can address
a faded deck and may
recommend some addi-
tional strategies to safe-
guard the deck against
fading next winter and
beyond.

* Holes in the wood:
Many a homeowner
has encountered curi-
ous-looking holes in
their deck. This could
be a sign of insect in-
festation. Termites,
carpenter ants and car-
penter bees are among
the various types of in-
sects that can bore holes
through wood. Home-
owners who notice holes
throughout their deck
are urged to call a deck
professional and / or pest
control firm to assess
the holes and offer a
solution. Though small
issues may be addressed
with repairs, a deck lit-
tered with holes caused

by insects may need a
full replacement.

* Rust: Wood decks
may be made of wood,
but they can still exhibit
signs of rust, namely
in the nails and metal
connectors that hold the
deck together. If screws
have rusted to the point
where they are no lon-
ger holding the deck
together, a full-scale re-
placement could be in
the cards, as the deck
could have substan-
tial structural damage.
Like other issues that
can reveal themselves
during a springtime in-
spection of the deck,
rust necessitates a thor-
ough examination by
an experienced decking
professional.

Many people do not
use their decks during
winter, which only un-
derscores the signifi-
cance of a full deck in-
spection in spring.

Home interiors
can be spruced
up in a number of ways.
Ideas run the gamut
from relatively inexpen-
sive changes in paint
color to more extensive
(and expensive) remod-
els that may include
demolition and recon-
struction. Investing in
new home decor is an-
other way to breathe
new life into spaces,
and this approach that
falls somewhere in the
middle in regard to cost.

Material and prod-

uct costs remain high
across the board, so
individuals interested
in changing the furni-
ture and other design
elements in their homes
might be seeking ways
to do so in the most
affordable way possi-
ble. In such instances,
homeowners can try
these budget-friendly
ways to overhaul their
home decor.

e Create the illusion
of more space. Light,
bright and white are
key attributes to re-

member when select-
ing design elements for
rooms where you want
to create the illusion of
more square footage.
Painting the walls in
very light colors, in-
creasing natural and
artificial light, includ-
ing using well-placed
mirrors to reflect light,
and decorating with
light-colored fabrics can
help a space seem more
roomy.

® Replace the acces-
sories. Replacing cur-
tains, area rugs, throw

pillows, and chair cush-
ions is an easy way to
change a room without
a big investment. Con-
sider updating some
wall art and tying color
schemes together with
all of the newly intro-
duced elements.

e Splurge on state-
ment pieces that will be
used frequently. These
may include chande-
liers, unique rugs or an
eye-catching piece of
furniture.

e Shop ‘discount’
stores for furniture and

accents. Traditional de-
sign centers can be great
places to find plenty of
high-quality merchan-
dise. However, don’t
overlook local discount
or close-out centers that
may have items at very
reasonable costs. Shop
the high-end stores for
inspiration, then try
to find “dupes” in the
discount stores that will
mimic the looks for less.

¢ Cut out the clutter.
Modern homes are lean
and clean. A home’s
interior instantly looks

Tips for budget-friendly home decor

more high-end and ap-
pealing when the clutter
is removed. Consider
keeping main living ar-
eas free from too many
knickknacks and other
accents. If you want to
display a special collec-
tion, set aside a room
specifically for such
items.

There are many bud-
get-friendly ways to
make interior spaces
more inviting.

Lebanon, MO
22395 Rt. 66

417-588-3555

Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm
(Closed 12pm-1pm Lunch)
Saturday 8:00am-Noon
email: contact@ss-recycling.com X
Fax 417-588-8955 Buyer of all types of scrap metal. Fax 417-926-0180 A"‘&’ "3

Get [1Sh For

Roll-off, Trailer, and Mobile Crushing Services Available

For All Your Metal Recycling Needs

8930 First Rd
417-926-3360 |

foyr Scrip!

Quality Guaranteed.

¢ ccc‘_ '

Unbeatable Prices.

Allen’s Affordable Appliances 18959 M0 64, Lebanon - 417-532-3022
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e
What to know about reseeding or replanting your lawn

Spring marks the

return of flowering
plants and warm weath-
er. And homeowners
know that spring also
ushers in the return of
home renovation season.
Homeowners un-
doubtedly have an ex-
tensive list of projects
on their to-do list this
spring, and that may
include helping their
lawns and gardens re-
cover after along winter.
Unpredictable weath-
er, which can include
drought and excessive
rainfall and everything
in between, can take
its toll on a lawn. In
certain instances, the
best solution may be
planting new grass. But
homeowners can con-
sider these tips before
they begin the process of

reseeding or replanting
their lawns.

e Scarify the lawn.
Scarifying a lawn can
help to create a clean
slate, but the timing
must be right. Various
lawn and garden ex-
perts, including those at
BBC Gardeners” World
Magazine, recommend
scarifying in spring or
early autumn. But don’t
jump the gun when scar-
ifying in spring by scar-
ifying before the lawn
has started to grow after
a dormant winter. Scar-
ify when the soil is a
little wet and the grass
is once again actively
growing. Scarfiying can
remove any lingering
weeds from last season
and also pull up any
moss that might have
taken hold over the win-

The Full

ter. Without weeds and
moss to contend with,
freshly planted seeds
are in better position to
thrive.

e Work with a land-
scaping professional.
Homeowners with man-
ageable lawns can likely
scarify their own lawns
with a relatively inex-
pensive plug-in scarifier.
However, scarifying can
be a strenuous physical
activity, particularly for
homeowners with large
lawns. In such instanc-
es, homeowners can
benefit from working
with a qualified land-
scaping professional.
Such a professional can
scarify the lawn and
subsequently reseed or
replant new grass. The
latter task is not so sim-
ple, as the lawn care

- | gl

——

Options for Your Home

Stop by our showroom today for ideas,
inspiration and helpful service!

Interior and Exterior Paint Stains

CROW PAINT & GLASS

Color Matching ¢ Expert Advice * Knowledgeable Salespeople

PAINTS

417-532-3551 - www.crowpaint.com
Corner City Rt. 66 and Jackson, Lebanon
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experts at Scotts® note
that choosing the correct
seed is a vital part of
reseeding or replanting
a lawn. Choosing seed
may sound simple, but
it’s a potentially complex
decision that requires
knowledge of the ex-
isting grass, including
when to plant it. Certain
grasses are best planted
in spring or early fall,
while others are best
planted in summer. A
qualified landscaping
professional can iden-
tify the existing grass
and plan the seeding
or planting around this
important detail.

* Prepare to water the
lawn. Watering is vital
to the long-term suc-
cess and health of fresh-
ly planted grass seed.
Scotts® urges home-
owners to keep the top
inch of soil consistently
moist, but not soggy.
That requires a daily
commitment, and setting
a multi-function hose
nozzle or sprinkler to the
mist setting once per day
ormore if it's hot outside
can increase the chances
grass will grow in thick
and strong. Scotts® rec-
ommends keeping the
top two inches of the soil
moist until the new grass

* Local Artisans
* Antiques
* Home Decor
« Lawn Furniture

 Plant Stands
 And More

AT e "

e B

208 W Commercial, Lebanon ¢ 417-718-9136

reaches a mowing height
of roughly three inches.
Once that benchmark
has been reached, water-
ing frequency can be cut
back to about twice per
week, but now the soil
should be deeply soaked
instead of misted. The
soaking will help roots
grow deep into the soil.
Spring is a great time
for homeowners in var-
ious regions to reseed
or replant their lawns.
With the right approach,
homeowners can en-
joy a full and lush lawn
throughout summer.

»{

RUSTY ROOSTER
MARKET PLACE A

3

Monday-Saturday 9-5‘] @TheRustyRoosterMarketPlace
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Spring and sum-
mer present ideal
growing conditions for
many plants, making
these seasons an ideal
time to tend to lawns
and gardens. Though
it’s easy to succumb to
the temptation of exotic
plants, avid garden-
ers and eco-conscious
planters recognize the
significance of native
plants.

Novices may not re-
alize that native plants
are much better for a
landscape and the local
ecosystem it calls home.
Recognition of the many
benefits of native plants
can make for healthier
lawns and gardens and
a healthier planet as
well.

e Native plants are
built for local climates.
One of the issues gar-
deners who plant ex-
otic plants run into is

keeping those plants
thriving when weather
turns harsh. For exam-
ple, exotic plants may
require extra watering
in areas that experi-
ence drought or even
long periods without
precipitation in spring
and notably summer.
The United States En-
vironmental Protection
Agency reports that at
least 40 states antici-
pate water shortages
by 2024. Planting na-
tive plants can help to
combat those shortages
by reducing the need to
water plants if condi-
tions become dry in late
spring and summer.

e Native plants save
money. It’s also import-
ant to note that native
plants save homeown-
ers money. Because
they’re capable of thriv-
ing in local conditions,
native plants tend to

require less watering,
which can hep home-
owners reduce their
utility costs. But native
plants also require less
upkeep, which means
homeowners can save
on potentially costly,
not to mention eco-un-
friendly, pesticides and
other amendments in
order to maintain the
look of exotic plants.
And though it’s not al-
ways the case, exotic
plants tend to cost more
at nurseries than na-
tives.

e Native plants save
gardeners time. In ad-
dition to saving mon-
ey, native plants don’t
require as much atten-
tion. Though spring and
summer is a great time
to be in the yard, it’s
also a great time to be
out and about. Because
native plants thrive in
local conditions, gar-

deners won’t need to
spend much of their free
time tending to them.
Exotics tend to require
a lot of extra attention
and effort, especially
when conditions be-
come harsh. Spending
more time outdoors in
harsh weather does not
appeal to most garden-
ers.

¢ Native plants blend

The benefits of planting native species

in with an existing land-
scape. Native plants
look natural within
an existing landscape,
adding some instant
aesthetic appeal with-
out breaking the bank.
When planting exotics,
homeowners may feel
a need to redesign their
entire gardens to create
a certain look (think
Japanese garden). That

can quickly consume a
budget and take up a lot
of free time in both the
short- and long-term.
Planting season
marks a great time to
revitalize a landscape.
Choosing native plants
when doing so pays
numerous dividends
for homeowners and the
planet they call home.

Budget-friendly ways to freshen up your home’s exterior

As any homeown-
er knows, reno-
vation projects tend to
cost a lot of money. The
average cost of a home
renovation is difficult to
gauge, as such endeav-
ors run the gamut from
complex projects like a
kitchen overhaul to sim-
pler ones like painting
a room inside a home.
Indeed, the National As-
sociation of the Remod-
eling Industry notes that
scope is what drives
the cost of a renovation
project.

Though there might
not be an “average cost”
of a renovation project,
homeowners can expect

to spend thousands of
dollars on projects that
are not very small in
scale. Navigating such
an expense at a time
when inflation remains
high might be difficult
for some homeown-
ers looking to maintain
the appearance of their
home exteriors. How-
ever, there are many
budget-friendly ways
homeowners can tend
to the exterior of their
properties.

e Power washing:
Power washing won’t
break the bank but it
can revive the look of
a home. Power wash-
ing removes dirt and

grime from the siding
of a home and a power
washing can be used
to clean porches, walk-
ways and patios as well.
Hardware chains like
Home Depot and Low-
es typically rent power
washers, but homeown-
ers who don’t want to
do it themselves can
hire a professional for a
few hundred dollars, if
notless. Power washing
after winter can be a
good idea, as the ele-
ments can take a toll
on a home’s exterior. A
good power washing
before spring and sum-
mer entertaining season
can thus give a home a
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E. 32 Plaza, 840 Hwy. 32, Lebanon, MO
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417-532
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fresh, clean look with-
out breaking the bank.

e Furnished front
porch: A furnished
front porch can serve
as a welcome sign to
neighbors and provide
a great place to relax
with a morning cup of
coffee and a good book.
Homeowners with a
small porch won’t need
to bust their budgets
to upgrade their front
porch furnishings. Some
small chairs with bright
cushions, a small table
and a rug underfoot can
revamp an entryway at
low cost.

* Window box instal-
lation: Installing win-

MID-MISSOURI
BANK

©2024 Mid-Missouri Bank
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

dow box planters is an-
other cost-effective way
to brighten up a home’s
exterior. Homeowners
can hang window box-
es outside windows on
the front of their homes
and then fill them with
brightly colored flowers
to add an inviting pop
of color to their home
exteriors. The experts
at Better Homes & Gar-
dens urge homeowners
to take weight into con-
sideration before buying
window planters. Keep
in mind that soil and
developed plants can
be heavy, so look for a
sturdy box as well as one
that has drainage holes.

® Replace hardware:
Another simple way
to freshen up a stale
exterior is to replace
hardware. Door knobs,
knockers, house num-
bers, and even the mail-
box can appear dated
after a while. Replacing
these items is inexpen-
sive and quick but can
have a profound impact
on how the exterior of
a home appears to resi-
dents and visitors.

Exterior renovations
need notbreak the bank.
Various simple and in-
expensive tweaks can
quickly revitalize the
exterior of a home.

Lebanon and Laclede County’s

Hometown Home Lender.

See hometown mortgage and .
refinance specialist Juliette Moore for
a home loan that fits your needs.

Juliette Moore

Residential Lender

NMLS: 2097410
MidMoBank NMLS: 409162
417.880.8968
jmoore@midmobank.com
www.ApplyToJet.com

$299.99

Spring Clean Up Mad
Easy with S7T/7HL  vou croosk

HS 45 HOMEOWNER HEDGE
TRIMMER W/18” BLADE
Features: Double Sided Blades, Throttle
Trigger Lock, Anti-Vibration System

MS 162 HOMEOWNER CHAINSAW W/16” BAR
Features: STIHL Quickstop, Side Access Chain Tensioner, Anti
Vibration System

$199.99/0N SALE 3179 99
(Sale Price Good Through June 2024)

g BATTERY OR
GAS POWERED,

FSA 57 BATTERY POWERED STRAIGHT SHAFT TRIMMER

Features: Battery and Charger Included, Tapaction Autocut Head, Loop Handle,
Multi Function Control Handle

§199.99/0N SALE

(Sale Price Good Through June 2024)

$149.99 &

HSA 50 BATTERY POWERED HEDGE TRIMMER
Features: Battery and Charger Included, Double Sided Cutting Blades, Compact
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FS 56 RC-E HOMEOWNER STRAIGHT

SHAFT TRIMMER

Features: STIHL Easy 2 Start, Autocut C Easyspool

Head, Loop Handle

$229.99/0N SALE 3199 99
(Sale Price Good Through June 2024) [
Lebanon « 1680 W Elm « (417) 532-7158 | Bolivar « 3260 S Springfield Ave o (417) 326-2436 n

WWW.CANDCFARMANDHOME.COM

Ergonomic Design
$259.99/0N SALE 3209 99 *% ﬁ
(Sale Price Good Through June 2024)

BGA 57 BATTERY POWERED BLOWER
Features: Battery and Charger Included Retaining Latch, Quiet Operation

$199.99

MSA 70 C-B BATTERY POWERED CHAINSAW W/12” BAR
Features: Battery and Charger Included, Lightweight Portability, Stihl Quick Stop,

Rubberized Soft Touch Handle , ﬁ
s » STIHL /[“z‘l'ﬂf"
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BATTERY POWERED PRODUCT

5 BG 56 C-E HANDHELD BLOWER
Features: STIHL Easy 2 Start, Purge Pump Primer

£ 0999

Price and availability subject to change.
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An “out with the
old, in with the
new” mentality can ex-
tend to people’s visions
for their homes. A home
in need of repair or ren-
ovation can serve as a
catalyst to take invento-
ry of personal style and
help make interior spaces
reflect one’s unique vibe.

A living room can
grow stale over time and
often serves as a catch-
call for clothing, blan-
kets, gadgets, and other
items. Upon recognizing
a living room has seen
better days, individuals
may decide it’'s time to
give the space a new
vibe. That transforma-
tion can start with these
strategies.
Organize first

Clutter frequently is
the culprit behind a liv-

$399,900 | MLS 24018639
Check-out this large home; 6-Bedrooms, 3-full bath, 2-kitchens,
2-living areas all on a pretty 7.74 Acres between Lebanon and Plato.
The property has added features; its own Basketball court, a 24"
above ground pool (new liner (22) and new pump (23), a 24 x

40 Workshop w/concrete floor, 220 electric and added lean-too,
plus a wonderful garden spot. The home is all electric with a
newer metal roof (22) and a Taylor Outdoor Wood stove for

Give your living room a new vibe

ing room that may not
give off the vibe individ-
uals desire. As families
grow and people add
belongings, space may
be at a premium. Less
is more has never been
a more important con-
cept. Remove extraneous
items before purchasing
new furniture or transi-
tioning to a new design.
You may even want to
remove everything and
start from scratch before
reintroducing desirable
elements to the space.
Seek the assistance of
professionals

Some people are adept
at decorating and design-
ing spaces. But just as
you wouldn’t perform
your own medical proce-
dures, you should leave
jobs like interior design
and renovations to the

those extra cold nights. Ask your agent about additional

Acreage that is available?

MEN
g

A ~

professionals. Hiring a
professional interior de-
signer and contractors
can really bring a living
room together in ways
homeowners may have
never imagined. These
pros can build off of your
ideas and truly create a
space that may be worthy
of a magazine spread.
Promote wellness

You may want to
consider adding natural
materials in the design
to promote well-being.
Eco-friendly furnishings,
raw fibers and organic
textures will create an
environment from sus-
tainable choices. Plenty
of plants also can create a
welcoming environment
that helps you surround
yourself with positive
energy and the items
you love.

Light it up

One of the easiest ways
to transform a room’s
vibe is to utilize light-
ing. Change draperies
to allow more natural
light to shine in. Consid-
er additional windows
or skylights if yours is a
particularly dark home.
If you desire to create a
more vivid or cozy am-
biance, use a combination
of accent, task and sup-

plemental lighting in the
space so there are no dim
corners.
Create an industrial or
urban vibe
Industrial-chic design
celebrates the bones of a
building. It's what makes
city lofts so appealing,
with their exposed beams
and brick. Even those
who live in suburbia or
out in the country can
give a living room this

AN
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Broker Salesperson

417-531-0645 (21

ARDS’

CENTURY 21

Laclede Realty

look with subtle nods
to the style. Unadorned
windows, clean lines on
furniture, oversized, gal-
lery-style art, and metal
accents can add touches
of this popular look to
your home.

Revamping a living
room doesn’t have to be
difficult. With an idea in
place and some profes-
sional touches, an entirely
new vibe can be achieved.

Save I fory-

FIND EVERYTHING FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT

START

SHOPPING .
TODAY!

JMENARDSSE

—

MENARDS"®

" Dedicated to Service & Quality®

VISIT

MENARDS.cOm
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