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Lebanon residents can 

look forward to street, 

sidewalk and utility im-

provements in the com-

ing years, after goals for 

the city were approved at 

Monday’s City Council 

meeting.
The goals were dis-

decide on the direction 

it wants to go.
“The 2024 Council 

Goals are the continu-

ation a comprehensive 

process that began with 

citizen surveys in 2018,” 

Shumacher said in a 

written statement to the 

Record.  “These surveys 

have been instrumental 

in shaping our approach, 

making tangible prog-

ress in meeting the needs 

of our community. The 

2024 goals are a clear 

indication that, while we 

have made significant 

strides, our work is not 

yet finished. The Council 

is committed to contin-

uously addressing the 

evolving needs and con-

cerns of our residents, 

with a steadfast focus 

Among the goals are 

streets are developing 

solutions to improve 

traffic flow in Lebanon.

According to the plan 

son Avenue and Fourth 

Street.  Work planned in-

cludes future routes and 

roadway improvements, 

signals, striping and sig-

nage and see if alleys and 

See Pages A2 - A3
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Downtown shows Yuletide spirit

Christmas on Commercial celebration draws big crowds 

Yuletide spirit filled 

Downtown Lebanon Fri-

day night for the annual 

Christmas on Commer-

cial celebration.  

Final crowd numbers 

are not yet in, but Down-

town Lebanon Executive 

Director Sarah Angst 

Stewart said they know 

it was an increase over 

last year.
She said the lighted 

UTV parade was a big 

draw for the event and 

larger crowds were ex-

pected.
“People had prepared 

for it being about dou-

bled and had increased 

what they were having 

like hot cocoa and pop-

corn and they still ran 

out after about 90 min-

utes,” she said. 
She said there are in-

dications that businesses 

experienced strong sales, 

according to a survey 

done of people attending 

the event.
“About 50 percent of 

the people who came 

said they bought some-

thing while they were 

downtown, so that’s 

pretty good,” she said. 

“It is a free event, so it 

brings everybody out,” 

she said. “Fifty percent 

or more of the people 

who responded to the 

survey said that they 

were with a group of 

three or more. It was 

families who came out, 

a third of them had chil-

dren under 5 so it was a 

family event. The mer-

chants that we’ve talked 

to said it was just crazy. 

Boat Town was crazy. 

The Rail Co Pizzeria sold 

more pizzas than they’ve 

ever sold in one night, 

ever. People who were 

running sales had more 

business that night than 

they usually have on 

Friday for sure and more 

than last year.”
The weather also co-

operated for the event.

“It was great. It was 

a little cold and a lit-

tle windy, but no rain, 

it wasn’t freezing. We 

couldn’t have really asked 

for better weather in Mis-

souri on Dec. 8,” she said. 

Stewart said the event 

was a good example of 

the community working 

together.
“It’s not just down-

town. It’s not just the city. 

It’s the merchants, the 

community, the civic or-

ganizations. Everybody 

comes together and just 

puts on a great event for 

everyone in town,” she 

said.
She said the event was 

well organized and ev-

erything went smoothly, 

but they are still looking 

at area for improvement.

“We’re taking the 

feedback from the sur-

veys and implementing 

that for next year. We’ve 

already got a lot of feed-

back on things we can 

just tweak a little bit,” 

STEVE SMITH 
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

STEVE SMITH 
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Photo courtesy Sweno Visuals

The  Christmas on Commercial celebration drew big  crowds to Downtown Lebanon Friday night. The lighted 

UTV parade was a highlight of the evening.

City Council sets goals for coming year 
SEE ‘COMMERCIAL’/PAGE A6

A Lebanon man was 

hurt in a single-vehicle 

crash at 9:35 a.m. Friday 

on Pine Tree Drive, two 

miles east of Lebanon.

According to the 

Missouri State High-

way Patrol, Jason A. 

Humphrey, 48, the driv-

er of a northbound 2009 

Chevrolet Tahoe trav-

elled off the right side 

of the roadway, struck 

a ditch and a fence.

H u m p h r e y  w a s 

transported by ambu-

lance to Lake Region-

al Hospital in Osage 

Beach with what the 

Highway Patrol de-

Lebanon 

man injured 

in wreck

KIRK PEARCE
KIRK@LACLEDERECORD.COM
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LEBANON SOUTH NURSING NAMES STAR 
OF THE YEAR 

SEE PAGE 3

P u b l i c  Wo r k s Direc tor  Richard Shockley updated the Council on street projects, including improvements at Jef-ferson and Fremont, at last Monday’s Leb-anon City Council meeting.
Shockley spoke during the Council work session held 

to MoDOT. Construc-tion on the project could begin in the spring of 2005.“We have agreed on a preliminary lay-out and MoDOT has approved that lay-out,” he said.  S h o c k l e y  w a s asked about plans for a traffic light at the intersection. He said MoDOT likes the idea of a roundabout 

they will speed up to try to make the light and they felt like it could make the intersection more dangerous. They felt a roundabout would force people to slow down at the intersec-tion to make it safer.S h o c k l e y  s a i d plans addressing the traffic flow at 

Shockley said the city received a grant for sidewalks at Beck and Ivey from Mo-DOT.
“The grant has been executed and preliminary plans are complete,” he said. “Temporary 

STEVE SMITH EDITOR@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Council gets update on street plans  

Bennett Spring State Park is getting ready for the opening day of trout season on March 1.The park has an-nounced that the 2024 Bennett Spring Open-ing Day Siren Ringer will be Don Harbaugh, 93, of St. Louis.Don has enjoyed fish-ing at Bennett Spring for 75+ years.  He is a Navy Reserve Veteran serving 12 years during the early 1950s. It is around this same time he began making the trip down to Bennett Spring to trout fish. He has mentored four generations of his family to become fishermen and women, including teaching his three daughters how to fish. Don and his wife of 69 years, Joan, 

not only fished during the regular trout sea-son, but also during the winter catch and release season, taking advantage of the fish-ing opportunity during the quieter times of the year. Don made many memories for his family camping out of the old station wagon, pull-ing a camping trailer, and then upgrading to the small cabins in the park and surrounding resorts.  Over the many years, Don and his wife saved their money and always found time to make it to Bennett Spring as often as they could. As years passed and his family grew, he enjoyed time with his grandkids sharing his love of Bennett Spring. Don is proud to see the fishing tradition continues.

Opening day fes-tivities will take place this year at the Bennett Spring Nature Center due to the Hatchery Renovation Project that is underway. Don will fire the opening gun at 6:30 a.m. sharp on March 1 to start the 2024 fishing season.Anglers may no-tice some construction activities during their visit this coming season as the hatchery began renovation activities in the Winter of 2023, ac-cording to the Bennett Spring website. “These renovations will breathe new life into the hatchery as certain infrastructure and components are replaced and renovat-ed. During the 2024 season, the hatchery complex will be un-available for public use. 

This includes feeding the fish and hatchery tours. Thank you for 

your patience during this time as we work 

LCR STAFF

Bennett Spring Park readies for opening day March 1
Veteran angler Don Harbaugh to ring siren 

Submitted photo
Don Harbaugh

See ‘SIREN’/page 3

417-532-9131 
100 E. Commercial, Lebanon 
www.laclederecord.com

Your Local Community Newspaper
A Tradition in Laclede County since 1866

1 Year Subscription$6690

You can continue that tradition by becoming better 
connected with your community with a “traditional” 
print subscription plus start a new digital tradition.

You can call the office at 417-532-9131 
with your credit or debit card.

Circu 1998

You can receive the print edition 
delivered to your home or business, 
plus the e-edition is FREE with your 
subscription if you prefer to read 

the newspaper on-line.
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It is my honor and pleasure to welcome 
you to Lebanon. Since our founding in 
1849, Lebanon has always welcomed trav-
elers. Positioned on historic Route 66, now 
Interstate 44, the community rests on the 
northeast side of the Ozarks. As we cele-
brate our 175th anniversary in 2024, Leba-
non, with a population upwards of 15,000, 
continues to grow with a strong economic 
base consisting of manufacturing, service, 
and tourism industries.

Whether staying for a day, a week, or 
the rest of your life, Lebanon is committed 
to its motto of “Friendly people. Friendly 
place.” Once you are here, it is easy to see 
why.

Being labeled as the “Boat Capital of 
the World” is no 

coincidence. 
S e v e r a l 
manufac-
turers in 
L e b a n o n 
form our 
economic 
backbone, 

pro d uc-

ing everything from boats, housing ma-
terials, semi-trucks and even trailers. We 
are also home to a stave mill that crafts 
wine and spirit barrels shipped worldwide. 
Our economy has further diversified with 
the addition of a new ice cream factory. 
Embracing the Information Age, several 
local companies have created a high-tech 
marketplace for industrial machines.

Since technology has made remote work 
possible, Lebanon has welcomed many 
seeking a slower pace, lower cost of living, 
lower taxes, low crime rates, and great 
schools. The secret is getting out, and more 
and more people and industries are calling 
Lebanon home.

Lebanon is home to the premier event 
center in the area – The Kenneth E. Cowan 
Civic Center. With 128,000 square feet of 
space under one roof, including a 48,000 
square foot exhibition hall, the Civic Cen-
ter can accommodate corporate meetings, 
shows, conventions, weddings, and other 
special events. 

While here, make sure to visit our Route 
66 Museum located inside the library, or 
stop by Boswell Park, home to our Route 

66 Park with three murals depicting life 
on Route 66 in Lebanon. Enjoy a Saturday 
morning at our farmers market located at 
The Market Pavilion.

Residents and visitors alike enjoy many 
shopping opportunities in our revitalized 
downtown, featuring boutiques, coffee 
shops, and restaurants. Wonderful local 
eateries appeal to a wide array of tastes, 
from steak to sandwiches to Mexican cui-
sine. If you are hungry, we have it all!

No visit is complete without a cruise 
down scenic Missouri 64 to Bennett Spring 
State Park. Just 12 miles from Lebanon, it 
houses a state-of-the-art hatchery releasing 
400,000 trout per year into the beautiful 
Niangua River. Lebanon is perfectly located 
within 30 minutes of three rivers where you 
can float your cares away while taking in the 
stunning Ozark scenery.

Lebanon is the heart of the Ozarks, 
centrally located to Springfield, Lake of the 
Ozarks, and other popular tourist areas. 
Thank you for being a part of our commu-
nity. Whether you visit or live here, you will 
see that our community is you.

-Mayor Jared Carr

WELCOME TO OUR TOWNWELCOME TO OUR TOWN

City Hall
401 S. Jefferson Ave. Lebanon MO 65536 
Ph: (417) 532-2156  |  Fx: (417) 532-8388

Mayor Office Hours
Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

or by appointment

City Hall Hours
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mayor Jared Carr
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CITY OF LEBANON

Lebanon City Hall
401 S. Jefferson Ave.
417-532-2156

Lebanon City Utilities
401 S. Jefferson Ave.
417-532-2345

Utility Outages: 417-322-9001

Find the city online
Website: www.lebanonmissouri.org
Facebook: facebook.com/CityofLeb
nonMO
Twitter: @CityofLebanonMo
Instagram: @CityofLebanonMO
Nex t  Do or :  nex tdo or.com/c i t y/ 

 lebanon--mo

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Lebanon Police Department
401 S. Jefferson Ave.
417-532-3131
www.lebanonmissouri.org/646/Po
lice-Department

NEW TO TOWN?
Here is a list of important numbers and contact 
information to get you started in your new home.

PRINT
•	 Lebanon	Magazine:	Eight-page	newsletter	mailed	to	all	residents	twice	yearly.
•	 Postcards:	Direct	mail	pieces	sent	citywide	or	to	select	residents/businesses	as	needed.
•	 Letters:	Correspondence	sent	citywide	or	to	select	residents/businesses	as	needed.

DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS PRINT PUBLICATIONS
•	 www.lebanonmissouri.org:	The	City’s	website	updated	with	

information	for	each	department	and	division	including	
outgoing	news	updates

•	 Lobby	TVs:	digital	ads	in	City	Hall.
•	 www.visitlebanonmo.org:	The	latest	in	local	events.

ADVERTISING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
•	 Radio/Print	Ads
•	 Press	Releases
•	 Partner	Outreach	(School	District,	Lebanon	Area	Chamber	

of	Commerce,	Lebanon	REDI	and	Friends	of	the	Fort)

PHONE AND TEXT
•	 NIXEL	Text	Emergency	and	Community	Alerts	Website	updates	texts	or	emails	-	jobs,	news,	alerts	and	more.

IN PERSON
•	 Police	Outreach:	Visit	the	police	department
•	 Board	Meetings:	Board	or	commission	meetings	are	open	to	stakeholders	to	learn	more	and	share	input
•	 City	Hall:	Stop	by	City	Hall	to	chat	with	a	staff	member
•	 Townhall	Meetings	-	Two	Wards	annually	have	townhall	meetings.

How the City Communicates
Hello, Lebanon Community Member!

The	 City	 of	 Lebanon	 embraces	 a	 diverse	 mix	 of	 communication	 methods	 to	 effectively	 reach	 all	 our	
stakeholders,	 from	residents	and	business	owners	 to	developers	and	beyond.	We	understand	everyone	
has	unique	preferences	in	how	they	receive	information.	That’s	why	we	offer	a	range	of	options	–	whether	
it’s	staying	updated	through	our	website,	engaging	with	us	on	our	Facebook	page,	or	browsing	the	City	
calendar.	We	encourage	you	 to	explore	 these	 tools	 to	stay	 informed	about	 the	 latest	news,	events,	and	
programs.	Your	active	participation	in	choosing	how	you	get	your	information	helps	us	serve	you	better.

Welcome to Welcome to 
LebanonLebanon
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Follow the LPD on social media 
at www.facebook.com/LEBPD

Laclede County 
Sheriff’s Office
240 N Adams Ave.
417-532-2311
lacledecountysheriff.org

Follow the LCSO on social 
media at www.facebook.com/
LacledeCoSheriff

Lebanon Fire 
Department
Station 1
Headquarters
370 N. Adams Ave. 
417-532-2104
www.lebanonmissouri.
org/269/Fire-Department 

Lebanon Fire 
Department
Station 2
2071 S. Jefferson Ave.
417-532-2104

Lebanon Fire 
Department
Station 3
1300 Ivey Lane
417-532-2104

Follow the LFD on social 
media at www.facebook.com/
LebanonCityFire.

In the case of an emergency, you 
should call 911.

Text Alerts Residents can 
get emergency situation and 
weather updates through 
text messages. To sign up, 
visit www.lebanonmissouri.
org/569/Nixle-Registration.

Lebanon 
Municipal Court
401 S. Jefferson Ave.
417-533-5400

Laclede County 
Government Center
Home to county government 
offices and the Laclede County 
Court
200 N. Adams Ave.
417-532-5471

Lebanon License Center
219 N. Adams Ave.
417-532-5075

Missouri Job Center
2639 S. Jefferson Ave.
417-532-6146

Lebanon Area 
Chamber of Commerce
500 E. Elm St.
417-588-3256

Dish Satellite TV
1-800-803-3388

DIRECTV
1-855-690-9884

CenturyLink
877-862-9343

Fidelity Communications
417-991-2800

Earthlink
1-800-217-6231

Ozark Fiber
1-866-696-9275

Green For Life
417-426-5001

Republic Services
417-522-1377

Smith’s Dash Trash Removal
417-286-3333

Laclede Industries
641 Utah St.
417-588-3241

COURTS/OTHER 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES

SERVICES WASTE DISPOSAL

RECYCLING

•	 LinkedIn
•	 Nextdoor
•	 Facebook
•	 General	City
•	 Police
•	 Parks	and	Recreation
•	 Cowan	Civic	Center
•	 Downtown	Lebanon
•	 Lebanon	Fire	Department

Conveniently	located	on	Interstate	44,	43	
miles	to	Lake	Ozark,	47	miles	to	Springfield	
and	only	36	miles	to	Fort	Leonard	Wood.

•	 Floyd	W.	Jones	Lebanon
•	 Regional	Airport

•	 X	(Twitter)
•	 General	City*

•	 Instagram
•	 General	City
•	 Downtown	Lebanon

•	 Tik	Tok
•	 General	City

SOCIAL MEDIA SIGNAGE AND OUTDOOR
•	 Billboards
•	 Event	Banners
•	 Light-pole	Banners/Flags
•	 LED	signs	at	City	Hall	and	

Cowan	Civic	Center

*The General City X account is used on a limited basis.

Sign up for a Text 
Alert or Follow Us 
on Social Media!
www.lebanonmo.org/
getconnected	
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Welcome to Lebanon, Missouri, nes-
tled in the heart of Laclede County. As 
the appointed executive director of the 
Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce, 
I am thrilled to introduce our thriving 
community! Our chamber is a dynamic 
organization committed to fostering 
growth and prosperity by forging valu-
able connections among businesses and 
residents in meaningful ways.

We invite you to explore the capti-
vating charm of our historic Downtown 
area, where the essence of our rich past 
gracefully intertwines with the vibrancy 
of the present. Immerse yourself in a 
tapestry of local businesses, unique 
shops and an array of exceptional dining 
experiences. Stroll through picturesque 
streets lined with historic architecture 
and feel the energy that emanates from 
our bustling community.

Embrace the natural beauty and 
recreational opportunities that await 
you at Bennett Spring, where scenic 

landscapes and outdoor activities abound. As 
you delve into Lebanon’s connection to the 
iconic Route 66, you’ll discover the echoes 
of a bygone era, providing a 
glimpse into the nostal-
gic allure of America’s 
Mother Road.

In Lebanon, you’ll 
find a perfect blend 
of history, culture 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
spirit, making it a 
truly special place 
to live, work, and 
play. Together, let’s 
embark on a jour-
ney of collabora-
tion, innovation 
and boundless 
opportunities 
that  await 
in our en-
chanting 
city!

Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce

Lebanon Area 
Chamber  

of Commerce
500 E. Elm

Lebanon, Mo. 65536
Ph: (417) 588-3256 
or  (888) 588-5710

 chamber@lebanonmo.com

lebanonmissouri.com

214 W. Commercial St., Lebanon, MO 
Check us out at boattownbrewing.com

Great Beer.Great Beer.
Great Food.Great Food.
Great Times.Great Times.
Now in downtown Lebanon!

Seasonal & 
Specialty 
Brews

Custom 
Tasting 
Flights

32oz. 
Crowlers 
to Go

Brewery 
Tours

live 
music

special 
events

family 
friendly

Ashley Mahan, Executive Director
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When inclement weather strikes, Leba-
non has four storm shelters for public use 
that were added in recent years.

Storm shelters are available to the public 
outside of school hours. Current shelters 
include Lebanon Middle School, Maplecrest 
Elementary School, Joel E. Barber School 
and Boswell Elementary. Maplecrest and 
the Middle School are designated as storm 
safe rooms. Boswell and the Joel E. Barber 
School are Federal Emergency Management 
Agency-certified storm shelters.

Follow the City of Lebanon on Facebook 
and watch social media for updates as to 
when the shelters are open. Residents are 
also encouraged to sign up for emergency 
alerts by texting LEBANONMO and/or 
LACLEDEMO to 888-777.

Providing 
shelter from 

the storm

Lebanon Middle School
2700 Buzz Pride Drive 

 Please enter the south entrance (behind 
the school) during inclement weather. 

 Maplecrest Elementary School
901 Maple Lane 

Please enter the new gym 
at the school. 

Construction was completed on the storm shelter at Maplecrest Elementary 
during the summer of 2021.

Shelters will be opened when a tornado warning has been 
issued or if local officials feel the need is warranted.

Joel E. Barber School
16050 Hwy KK

Please enter the south side 
FEMA Gym.

Boswell Elementary
695 Millcreek Rd

Please drive to the back of Boswell 
Elementary and follow FEMA signage.

Bolivar • 3260 S Springfield Ave • (417) 326-2436Lebanon • 1680 W Elm • (417) 532-7158

W W W. C A N D C FA R M A N DHOM E . C OM

• Farm Supplies and Equipment • Fencing • Livestock Supplies • Pet Supplies 
• Plumbing • Electrical • Clothing • Gift Ware • Toys • and Much More

Your Family Owned and Operated Farm and Home Store Your Family Owned and Operated Farm and Home Store 
Serving Laclede and Surrounding Counties since 1970
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The Route 66 Festival attracts atten-
tion in Lebanon each June with a parade 
through town, classic cars, vendors, and 
bands filling Boswell Park, followed by 
evening festivities.  In 2024, the festival 
featured the Branson Baldknobbers. 

Route 66 Society President Bruce Owen 
noted in a society retrospective that he 
was pleased with the turnout in 2024, 
which was the second to be sponsored by 
Lake Regional. 

“Another one for the books,” he said. 
Community feedback is what lets Owen 

know whether the festival is a success. 
“When everybody’s happy and you hear 

a lot of people compliment you and when 
some of the vendors ran out of food and 
they had to get more and people tell you 
how much fun they were having and how 
well organized it was,” Owen said. 

Planning for the following festival be-
gins shortly afterward with the Route 66 
Society’s monthly meeting. 

“We try to improve it every year. It just 
takes a tremendous amount of time and 
ideas and planning. We’re just going to 
keep making it better every year,” Owen 
said. 

The society plans to make 2026’s 
festival, which will mark the centennial 
anniversary of Route 66, a special one. 
“We appreciate everybody that came and 
participated. We’re open for any sugges-
tions. We’re just a bunch of old people 
that want to make the people of Lebanon 
and surrounding areas happy and have a 
good time.”

One person who had a good time at 

one of the festivals was car collector Terry 
Maggard from Pleasant Hope. 

“I love doing it. I love showing my 
truck and talking to people. It’s just fun,” 
Maggard said. 

He and his son, Johnny, brought a 
grabber blue 1950 Ford pickup Terry pur-
chased at a Springfield swap meet in 1988.

“It’s all modernized-tilt wheel, 5.0 with 
overdrive, car front end, disk brakes, pow-
er steering. It’s got all the goods anyway,” 
Maggard said. 

He said he kept the body mostly 
original. The changes were to make it a 

drive-anywhere ride. 
Maggard is more than just a car guy. He 

is a Route 66 fan. 
“I’ve done a lot of Route 66. I’ve been 

to ‘standing on the corner in Winslow, 
Arizona.’ I’ve gone that far. I haven’t really 
gone too far east, but I will. One of these 
days I’m just going to take off in this old 
truck and see where I end up,” he said. 

In the meantime, he has Route 66 
themed events to attend and several ve-
hicles to customize. 

Festivals celebrate Route 66
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If you're shopping, antiquing, fishing, 
tubing, camping, hiking, swimming, 
golfing, dining, sightseeing, fueling your 
need for speed or just floating your cares 
away, Lebanon, Missouri, and Laclede 
County is the place for you!

Home to more than 15,000 residents 
and several native pioneers of industry, 
Lebanon is conveniently located directly 
on Interstate 44, positioned perfectly 
in the scenic Ozarks of south-central 
Missouri.   The Lebanon and Laclede 
County area offers a wide variety of 
indoor and outdoor amenities to fit 
just about any event need.  The City of 
Lebanon alone is home to eight parks, 
encompassing over 100 acres. Located 
within these parks are disc golf, baseball/
softball fields, basketball courts, paved 

Visit historic Lebanon
Laclede County offers everything from historic stops 

on the Mother Road to trout fishing at Bennett Spring
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®

Farms – Commercial – Residential

YOUR TRUSTED 
REALTOR® FOR OVER 

20 YEARS!

417-288-9283

callgracie.com

Laclede Realty
417-588-1200 

266C S Jefferson Ave, Lebanon 

Gracie Sexton

walking trails, several playgrounds and 
11 shelters.  Boswell Aquatic Center in 
the Route 66-themed Boswell Park is a 
notable gem in the community that fea-
tures several pieces of Route 66 history 
in Lebanon.   The Kenneth E. Cowan Civic 
Center is the crown jewel of our area. This 
multi-purpose center will accommodate 
conventions, trade shows, expositions, 
sporting events, theatrical productions  
and business meetings.   Come enjoy 
a demolition derby, bull-riding, gospel 
music concert, county fair, gun show 
or even a community garage sale in our 
Cowan Civic Center.

The YMCA is housed in the Cowan 
Civic Center as well and is one of the 
largest not-for-profit community ser-
vice organizations in the Ozarks. It is 
equipped with a gymnasium and a large 
multi-purpose sports facility, which in-
cludes an NCAA-approved lap pool and 
a tennis court. 

Lebanon is a great place to visit
Our  historic downtown features 

many unique shops and is growing and 
renewing daily.  

Lebanon also has many options for 
"retail therapy."  Shepherd Hills Factory 
Outlet is the world’s largest dealer of 

top-selling Case knives. The huge store 
offers Ozark walnut bowls and a vast 
selection of home décor items. The 
Heartland Antique Mall is the largest 
between Joplin and St. Louis with more 
than 250 dealers and an exotic cheese 
outlet.  The area also has numerous other 
family-owned antique stores, which are 
sure to have the perfect vintage treasure 

for your collection.
Lebanon was an important stop along 

Historic Route 66, and Boswell Park, 
located on the historic route, is themed 
to recognize that designation. The park 
is home to three larger-than-life murals 
featuring historic images of the route and 
hosts an annual Route 66 Festival 
each June that features a parade, 
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*NEW HRT lab tests available

You can find us in the 
first unit at the Chalet Village.

Our Pharmacy 
Services

Hours: Monday - Friday 9am-6pm | Saturday 9am-2pm | Closed Sundays

Local Delivery | Med Sync | Compounding | 
Immunizations | Pet Meds | Curbside Pick Up | 

Locally Owned

COME ON IN! WE WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU!

VOTED #1 PHARMACY 
IN LEBANON!

live entertainment, family games, 
vendors and more. Historic Route 

66, often romanticized as the “Mother 
Road,” inspires thoughts of days gone 
by and simpler times.  Some may see 
Route 66 as a link to our parents and 
grandparents. Others perhaps feel the 
sense of freedom that the road provided 
to those early travelers. 

Most of the original auto courts and 
cafes are long gone, but a few sites still 
exist such as the Munger Moss Motel, 
the newly revitalized Wrink’s Market 
and The Manor House Inn.  All can still 
be visited along the historic highway 
in Laclede County. Along with driving 
the "Mother Road," you can learn more 
about the historic route in Lebanon’s 
world-renowned Route 66 Museum and 
Research Center.

If cars are your thing, and you like fast 
ones, you’ll love our options for racing ac-
tion!  Lebanon Midway Speedway is our 
local dirt track that lights up on Friday  
nights between April and September. If 
asphalt racing is your preference, be sure 
to check out Lebanon I-44 Speedway on 
Saturday nights throughout the summer 
months.   There’s more than one way to 
feed your need for speed in Lebanon!!

Lebanon is also conveniently located 
near Bennett Spring State Park. The 
pristine beauty of the park is a natural at-
traction. In addition to world-class trout 
fishing, this popular and scenic park 
offers 12 miles of hiking trails, Niangua 
River float trips, an interpretive center, 
a rustic dining lodge, hatchery tours, 
cabins and condos, or you can just pitch 
up a tent.  Whatever your preference, 
you will find dozens of campgrounds 

and RV parks throughout the area. No 
matter when you visit, we will welcome 
you with open arms. Lebanon, truly a 
friendly place with friendly people. For 
more information, visit our website at 
www.VisitLebanonMO.org.

Rebecca Rupard
Lebanon Tourism Director 
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 � New Holland
 � KIOTI
 � JCB
 � SCAG
 � Bush Hog

 � Spartan
 � Exmark
 � Woods
 � Krone
 � Kuhn

 � Rhino
 � Brute
 � Danuser
 � Haybuster
 � Great Plains

 � Jaylor
 � Meyers
 � Mchale
 � Tubeline
 � Pequea

 � Schulte
 � Ag Spray
 � Wylie
 � Kawasaki
 � Polaris

Proudly Serving Proudly Serving 
Lebanon & Lebanon & 

Surrounding Surrounding 
Communities!Communities!

PEOPLE  PRODUCTS  SERVICE

HOME OF HOME OF 
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

Fun activities in Lebanon

417 Sports Cards 
22993 Professional 
Lane Suite I
417-531-1201

B&B Lebanon Ritz 8 
Theatre
925 S Jefferson Ave
417-588-9724

Tap That Indoor Mini 
Golf
2500 Evergreen Pkwy
417-991-3383

Boat Town Brewing 
214 W Commercial St
417-532-2772

Boswell Aquatic 
Center
1205 Kent Dr
417-588-2401

Bowlmor Lanes Rt 66
1331 E Route 66
417-532-4262

CCYDNE Hobbies 
Tabletop Games
545 E Elm St
417-532-1049

Great Life Golf & 
Fitness
16744 Hwy 64
417-532-2901

Laclede County 
Library & Route 66 
Museum

915 S Jefferson Ave
417-532-2148

Mama’s Ceramic 
Workshop
25785 Hwy 5
517-480-2420

Massey’s Comics
110 W Commercial St 
417-532-0652

The Castle Courtyard 
311 N Madison Ave
417-532-7168

YMCA 
500 E Elm St
417-588-1177

Antique Stores

Another Time Around
586 N Washington 
Ave
417-322-0150

Buffalo Wallow 
Antiques
26200 Pennington Dr
417-288-2476

Dark Horse Antiques 
and Design
105 N Monroe Ave
417-533-4441

Heartland Antique 
Mall
2500 Evergreen Pkwy
417-532-9350

Mister Eclectic 
Antique and Vintage 
Décor
300 W 2nd St
417-208-8556

Rt 66 Antiques & 
Marketplace
17711 Campground 
Rd, Phillipsburg
417-532-7082

The Cowlick Dry 
House
433 E Elm St
417-718-2676

The Rusty Rooster 
Marketplace
208 W Commercial St
417-718-9136

Treasures
1060 Tower Rd
417-532-6666

Vintage in Blooms
568 Lynn St
417-664-0864

Find more info about 
Lebanon's parks on 
page 46



PAGE 16 OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

St. FrancisSt. Francis
De SalesDe Sales

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
MassesMasses

Saturday Mass: 4:00 PMSaturday Mass: 4:00 PM
Sunday Mass: 9:00 AMSunday Mass: 9:00 AM

Catholic Mass: Fisherman’s ChapelCatholic Mass: Fisherman’s Chapel
at 6:00 PM on Saturdaysat 6:00 PM on Saturdays

Memorial Day Thru Labor DayMemorial Day Thru Labor Day
Spanish Mass: First SaturdaySpanish Mass: First Saturday

of the month 9:00 AMof the month 9:00 AM

345 Grand Ave., Lebanon, MO 65536345 Grand Ave., Lebanon, MO 65536
(Corner of Grand & Chestnut)(Corner of Grand & Chestnut)

417 • 532 • 4811417 • 532 • 4811

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS 
OF AMERICA

539 E Elm Suite A
417-532-6697

Serving Laclede, Pulaski, 
& Camden Counties

CelebratingCelebrating
36 YEARS36 YEARS

IN LACLEDE COUNTY!IN LACLEDE COUNTY!
• Literacy Training • Test Prep

• Adult Education

(417) 991-3897

We Build Your Vision From Our Experience

www.rrcontractingllc.com

CONCEPT TO COMPLETION

Design, Build or Remodel, Complete 
Commercial & Residential Building Contractors.

Call Today for a Consultation. 

 Lebanon is 'REDI' for 
economic development

Despite an ever-changing economic 
climate, Lebanon and Laclede County 
continue to have a partner at the fore-
front of the challenge – Lebanon Region-
al Economic Development, Inc. (REDI).

REDI was created in 2004 as a pub-
lic-private partnership to serve as a lead 
partner in the economic development 
process for Lebanon and Laclede County. 
A 501(c)(6) not-for-profit organization, 
REDI’s core mission is “to strengthen 
the Laclede County economic base and 
increase the standard of living of all 
residents through retention, expansion, 
attraction and development of primary 
jobs and capital investments.” REDI is 
funded by public support from the City 

of Lebanon and Laclede County as well 
as from private financial contributions.

“REDI would cease to exist without 
the amazing leadership exhibited by our 
city and county officials coupled with 
incredible support from our local busi-
ness community,” said Brian Thompson, 
REDI’s President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer. “They have stayed the course from 
the best of times to economic challenges 
that we have all had to work through. 
We are beyond grateful for their 
support.”

Thompson said that the 
challenges faced through-
out the years also provide 
opportunity.

“ You have to learn as 
things progress,” he said. 
“There was once a ‘build it 
and they will come’ mental-
ity. Now you must 
sometimes work 
in the opposite 
direction. You 
n e e d  t o  a t -
tract or en-
h a n c e  t h e 
work force 
f i r s t  t o 
convince 
a  c o m -
pany to 
m o v e 

here or to convince an existing business 
that you are still the right place for them 
to remain or expand.”

Important areas that REDI places a fo-
cus on are workforce development, part-
nerships, and leadership enhancement.

In July 2019, REDI became the admin-
istrative partner for the Greater Ozarks 
Centers for Advanced Professional Stud-
ies (GOCAPS) Lake Region program. Ju-
niors and seniors from participating high 

schools can “test drive” careers in the 
fields of manufacturing, engineer-
ing, business, entrepreneurship, 
health care and teaching profes-
sions as part of the program. 

GOCAPS allows students to 
leave the traditional classroom 
setting and work directly with 
area businesses in a variety of 

ways to earn first-hand experi-
ences that they otherwise 

would not have access 
to .  T homps on 

said that this 
approach is 
developing 
the  future 
workforce in 
innovative 
w a y s .  H e 
noted that 
G O C A P S 
facilitators 

Lebanon REDI
Inside Lebanon City Hall 
401 South Jefferson Ave. 

Lebanon, Mo 65536
Phone: 417-533-5627

brian@lebanonredi.com
lebanonredi.com

 Brian Thompson  
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Sara Light, Joey Bowling and Daniel Per-
egoy, as well as former facilitator Craig 
Blair and past program coordinators Ann 
Hopper and James Kincheloe, deserve 
much credit for their work in making 
the program a success for students since 
its inception during the 2017-18 school 
year. 

REDI has also been involved in oth-
er workforce development initiatives 
including career fairs at Lebanon Tech-
nology and Career Center (LTCC); active 
engagement with students at Hillcrest 
Education Center and the Jobs For Amer-
ica’s Graduates (JAG) program; and sup-
port of new programming at Lebanon’s 
higher education institutions – Ozarks 
Technical Community College (OTC) 
Lebanon Center and Missouri State 
University. REDI additionally works with 
state economic development partners on 
programming to support local businesses 
and industries. 

“We do our best to help companies 
in whatever capacity is needed,” said 
Thompson. “Sometimes it is as simple 
as helping obtain letters of support for 
a new project. In other cases, we may 
help companies go through the process 
of receiving incentives and working with 
the City of Lebanon and other partners in 
those instances. It really is a case-by-case 
and need-by-need approach. We want to 
do what we can to remove the barriers to 
success for those we work with.”

REDI staff also worked to develop and 
manage the 9-month leadership program 
known as “Leadership Lebanon,” that will 
help the community enhance future lead-
ers to grow Lebanon and Laclede County 

for the future. The program is in its fifth 
year and is the result of a collaboration 
between REDI and the University of Mis-
souri Extension Service (MU Extension). 
For the 2024-25 Leadership Lebanon 
term, the Lebanon Area Chamber of 
Commerce has joined the effort as a key 
partner with plans to begin spearheading 

the program’s operations in 2025-26.
The REDI office is located inside Leb-

anon City Hall at 401 South Jefferson 
Ave. For more information on the or-
ganization, contact Thompson at (417) 
533-5627, by e-mail at brian@lebanonre-
di.com or visit www.LebanonREDI.com.

(417) 532-3111
I-44 Exit 130, Lebanon, MO 

www.mungermoss.com

rest your head
on route 66

Enjoy your visit along 
Route 66 in the historic 
Munger Moss Motel
• Cable TV • Free WiFi • Ice 
• Free Coffee • Large Shaded Patio 
• CCTV Security System

Gift Shop

Clean Rooms

Souvenirs

Themed Rooms

IN LOVING MEMORY  
Bob Lehman • 1937-2019



PAGE 18 OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025



PAGE 19OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025



PAGE 20 OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

Leaks to 
clogs, pipes to 
faucets, hot 
water heaters to 
sewer lines, we 
have all of your 
plumbing needs 
plumb covered.

Plumbing
Problems
SOLVED.

B&J
PLUMBING
417-588-1884
Lebanon, MO

24 Hour 
Emergency 
Service

Residential 
& Commercial

Fully Insured

417-532-2779 • 609 W. Elm, Lebanon  
 www.hendersonhtgandclg.com

HEATING & COOLING since 1958since 1958
HENDERSON 

YOUR COMFORT YOUR COMFORT 
IS OUR BUSINESSIS OUR BUSINESS

FOR OVER 65 YEARS!FOR OVER 65 YEARS!

Great Service at
Your Disposal!
NO Hidden Fees
NO Contract
NO Hassle Pricing
Residential &Residential &
CommercialCommercial

Residential &Residential &
CommercialCommercial
Smiths Dash Trash Removal

       417-286-3333       417-286-3365

Read all about it at the 
Lebanon-Laclede County Library

The Lebanon-Laclede County Library is 
located at 915 S. Jefferson and is home to 
a large collection of books, the Route 66 
Museum, and the Kinderhook Treasures 
gift shop. 

More than 20 years ago, a group of 
donors got together to transform an aban-
doned K-Mart into the biggest library that 
Lebanon had ever seen. 

Every year, the library grows its selec-
tion. It is home to over 100,000 items, 
according to Director Tina Chaney, and 
that does not include all the items that 
can be borrowed through online e-book 
lending services or from library-to-library 

borrowing.  
There is wireless internet service, books 

on tapes, large print books, DVDs, videos, 
a children’s room and many research re-
sources, like those found in the Missouri 
Room, the hot spot for genealogists and 
history buffs. 

The Missouri Room houses obituary 
books published by the Laclede County 
Historical Society. These include obituaries 
for Laclede County residents, invaluable re-
sources for anyone seeking clues about their 
ancestors. Marriage records and cemetery 
record books compliment that research, 
as do copies of published family histories. 

There are two volumes of the Laclede 
County History and the 1888 Goodspeed 
history of the county that includes biogra-
phies of prominent residents and original 
settlers. 

A photocopier and microfilm read-
er-printers are available for patrons or 
visitors at the library’s cost. 

The library subscribes to Heritage Quest, 
an online genealogical database that carries 
all U.S. censuses, as well as lists of books and 
articles about family history and images of 
Revolutionary War pension records. Library 
cardholders have free access. Visitors can 
log on with the library’s computer for three 
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hours with a $2 visitor’s card. 
The Missouri Room microfilm collection, 

freely available, contains all Missouri census 
records and many rolls of microfilmed local 
newspapers, including the Laclede County 
Republican, the Lebanon Rustic-Republican 
and all editions of The Lebanon Daily Record 
and Laclede County Record. 

Three reader-printers are available for 
researchers at library cost and upon request. 

There are also old editions of the Lebanon 
High School Magnet yearbook and Polk City 
Directories for many years. 

Besides genealogical materials, the room 

is full of books and magazines containing 
Missouri and Ozark history. There are Mis-
souri Blue Books, official manuals, dating 
from 1889 to the present. There is also a 
four-volume “Ozark Folksongs,” a collection 
by Vance Randolph that was published in 
the 1940s. 

Bestselling books by authors with an 
Ozark connection are also located in the 
room. There is “Shepherd of the Hills,” 
written by Harold Bell Wright while he lived 
in Lebanon, and the “Little House” series, 
written by Laura Ingalls Wilder, who lived at 
nearby Mansfield in Wright County. 

The room is ideal for researching Missou-
ri with information on caves, the capital, 
flowers, archeology and geology and other 
subjects. 

The library is also a place for fun edu-
cational programs for all ages, from adult 
oriented lectures to events for teens and 
children. Children and their parents regu-
larly attend Story Time in Andy’s Reading 
Room, where they sing, read, and make arts 
and crafts. 

Refurbished in 2024, the Children’s 
Room features shelves of books and 
other activities. Every year, the library 



PAGE 22 OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

Becky BurkBecky Burk

741 S. Jefferson, Lebanon, MO 
417.588.7000 | 205 E. Commercial St. Lebanon

417417588-4669588-4669
Selling Lebanon Since 1990

#1 REALTOR #1 REALTOR in Lebanonin Lebanon

Children and their parents sing “The Itsy-Bitsy Spider” with 
assistant director Erica Semsch in Andy’s Reading Room during 
story time. The interior of the Kinderhook Treasures giftshop.

The four goals of the Lebanon-Laclede County Library: 
Inform, Inspire, Educate and Entertain. 
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sponsors a themed summer reading 
program for children from the first 

of June to the end of July. 
For highway and map enthusiasts, 

there is a complete library of road maps, 
dating from the 1900s to the present.

The library is also home to the Route 
66 Museum, which tells the local history 
of the Mother Road, and the Kinderhook 
Treasures gift shop, which is filled with 
numerous unique items. 

The building is also accessible to those 
with disabilities, and the state library-fa-
cilitated Wolfner Library program is avail-
able to those unable to read standard print 
material due to various factors, as noted 
on the secretary of state’s website. 

“We hear over and over from nonlocals 
how impressed they are with our library,” 
assistant director Erica Semsch said. 

More information about the library is 
available by calling (417) 532-2148 or vis-
iting the website at www.lebanon-laclede.
lib.mo.us.

 1655 S Southdale Dr, Lebanon
Tuesday - Sunday 10:30am - 9:00pm

37 Years
Experience

 (417) 991-3777
Chinese Super Buffet, Hibachi & SushiChinese Super Buffet, Hibachi & Sushi

Drive-ThroughDrive-Through
DoorDashDoorDash

CHEN’SCHEN’S

Community  Baptist  Church
Pastor Allen Reeves

15905 Hwy 64 (4 miles out)
(417) 532-8421
Service Times 

Sun School - 9:30, Sun Morning - 10:30 
Sun Evening - 6:00
Wednesday Night:  

Church Service-7:00 
Teen service - 6:45, Fishin’ Club - 6:30
Communitybaptistchurchlebanon.com

65

Voted Laclede County’s
Best of the Best for Boba Tea!

The Library has a wall dedicated to 
new books.
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Visitors from all over the world come to 
Lebanon as they travel the famed Mother 
Road. 

Many of them learn more about the 
history of Route 66 with a visit to the Route 
66 Museum.

Located in the Lebanon-Laclede County 
Library at 915 S. Jefferson, the museum is 
one of the first to be devoted entirely to 
Route 66. 

Erica Semsch, Assistant Library Di-
rector and Museum Manager, noted that 
the museum is celebrating its 20th year 
of celebrating Route 66's local history at 
the library. 

"Our one-of-a-kind museum pays hom-
age to some of our local Route 66 busi-
ness-owners and their stories through our 
several vignettes and exhibits," Semsch 
said, "The informative displays break down 
the details of life along the Mother Road 
at its peak and later as it became part of 
history."

The museum originated in 2004 when 
the library moved from a smaller building 
into its current location, which was once 
a K-Mart building. The move allowed the 
library to have more space than before with 
some to spare. Route 66 Society member 
Bill Wheeler had some ideas on what the 

facility could do with that space, which 
included the museum. 

"Bill Wheeler had the vision," Semsch 
said. 

People come from Germany, England, 
Australia, and other countries to the muse-
um, and that doesn't include visitors from 
across the United States.

"We had visitors from all 50 states last 
year, including Hawaii and Alaska," Semsch 
said. 

She noted that many people do not 
know the significance of the Mother Road. 

"Luckily our community has embraced 
that history over the years,"  she said. 

Highlights of the museum include dis-
plays of a gas station, a diner and tourist 
cabin that would have been found along 
Route 66. A glass case display describes 
the different kinds of pavement that road 
builders considered using. There is also a 
display devoted to the Good Roads move-
ment which led to Route 66. 

The museum's Kinderhook Treasures 
gift shop features candles, books, jewelry, 
prints and anything else related to Route 
66. 

The history of Route 66 
The museum reflects the history of Leb-

anon as an important stop for tourists on 
238 S. Jefferson Avenue

Suite A, Lebanon

www.choicesinhealth.com

HELPING FIND HELPING FIND 
THE RIGHT THE RIGHT 

INSURANCE INSURANCE 
SOLUTION SOLUTION 

FOR FOR 
EVERYONE!EVERYONE!

417-532-3360

• Health Insurance 
(Individual And Family Plans)  

• Medicare Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Prescription Plans (Part D)

• Life Insurance

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO 
GET COVERAGE. 

CALL NOW!

Remembering the 
Mother Road
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Route 66. One of the very first motels along 
the highway was Camp Joy, which opened 
in 1927 as a tent camp at a rate of $0.50. 
Later, cottages and a combination gas and 
grocery store. 

The dirt road had changed very little 
from its beginnings when it carried Union 
troops during the Civil War to the battle 
at Wilson's Creek. The only major change 
to Lebanon and its dirt highway had been 
after the Civil War when the railroad caused 
the village to move about one mile to the 
southwest from its original location. 

Shortly after the turn of the century, the 
old road eventually received an upgrading 
of gravel that made it more passable during 
rainy weather and was later given the num-
ber 14 by the State of Missouri. 

This served travelers until 1922 when 
the State Highway Commission proposed 
a new permanent highway running to and 
across the Ozarks. 

The original proposal for the route was 
to wind its way from St. Louis to Rolla and 
then take a southerly path through Hous-
ton and Cabool and then on to Springfield 
by the direction that Highway 60 would 
later follow. The highway engineers of the 
time thought the route to Waynesville, 
Lebanon and Marshfield was too hilly, and 
too many rivers would need to be bridged. 
Historians say this decision would have 
been devastating for the towns along the 
more direct route. 

The community leaders of several towns, 
including Lebanon, led trips to Jefferson 
City to lobby the Highway Commission for 
a decision that favored what was called the 
"Direct Route". A few of the Lebanon leaders 
met the skeptical engineers at the Gascon-
ade River to show them a path that would 
cross the hills and rivers of Laclede County 
with only a little more work and money. 

As a result, the route via Pulaski, Laclede 

and Webster counties was chosen. Con-
struction was done in sections, with the 
distance from the Laclede County line at 
Hazelgreen to Mill Creek Road in Lebanon 
being the first to be paved with concrete. 
A meeting was hosted at the Woodruff 
Building in Springfield, and as a result, 66 
was chosen for the new road from Chicago 
to Los Angeles. 

Route 66 became a part of American 
culture over the years. 

The publication of John Steinbeck's "The 
Grapes of Wrath" helped launch the route to 
fame. The novel follows the Joad family as 

they head to California to flee the Dust Bowl 
via Route 66. The book coined the term "The 
Mother Road" in reference to Route 66. 

The Mother Road was also referenced in 
popular culture with the 1960s television 
show, "Route 66", and the 1946 hit song, 
"(Get Your Kicks On) Route 66". 

Route 66 served Lebanon and Laclede 
County from 1926 until December 4, 1957. 

U.S. Route 66 was officially removed from 
the United States Highway System in 1985 
after it was entirely replaced by segments 
of the Interstate Highway System. The road 
remains a popular tourist attraction.

(417) 532-4012
207 W. Commercial, Lebanon
sales@pageofficesupply.com
www.pageofficesupply.com

Office Supplies • Copiers • Printers • Faxes
Office Furniture • Janitorial Breakroom • Service

FOR ALL YOUR
   OFFICE NEEDS...

E. 32 Plaza, 840 Hwy. 32 
Lebanon, MO 

417-532-3155

HOUSE
ofIVEY
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Clifford & 
Lena Smith 
EST 1936

4 Generations

Clifton & 
Nancy Smith 

2nd Generation

Jeff Smith & 
Son, Nathaniel 

4th and 3rd 
Generation

YearsYears

Chamber director 
celebrates first 
year of service

A year into her role as Executive Di-
rector of the Lebanon Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Ashley Mahan and her exec-
utive administrative assistant, Christina 
Knight, have seen growth come to the 
organization in terms of new members 
and community interactions. 

“I see a lot of potential with the Cham-
ber, and we’re moving in the right direc-
tion,” Mahan said. 

Each day looks different for the pair, 
and their docket can have events ranging 
from meetings with potential members, 
volunteering, organizing networking 
luncheons, or facilitating ribbon cuttings 
for community businesses.

“I live by my calendar, because you 
never know where you’re going to find 
us,” Mahan said. 

Mahan noted that in addition to 
marketing opportunities, the Chamber 
also helps businesses with educational 
material and networking. One element 
that Mahan and Knight are proud of is the 
Chamber’s continuing efforts to educate 
the community about what it does.

“It’s exciting 
to see that , 

and to see 
that light-
bulb mo-
m e n t , ” 
K n i g h t 
added.

Knight spends a significant amount of 
her time organizing referrals for Chamber 
members and other residents. Having 
previously worked for the R-III School 
District, Knight appreciates the opportu-
nity to work in an environment she had 
previously had few interactions with. 

“It’s exciting, and it’s a neat, different 
world to be in,” Knight said. “I love work-
ing with businesses and helping promote 
what they have going on.”

Both Knight and Mahan agreed that 
the Chamber team and those they shared 
their office with, such as the Lebanon Area 
Foundation and the Lebanon Department 
of Tourism, are great, and their shared 
space allows them to access additional 
resources for their members.

“Like I said, if we don’t know the an-
swer, we know who does,” Mahan said. 

Mahan and Knight see opportunities 
for growth in upgrading programs like 
ChamberMaster, which will allow the 
Chamber to more easily send its members 
invoices.  Mahan noted the positive feed-
back she has seen in the Chamber’s efforts 
to increase community partnerships.

“It’s been remarkable. Honestly, I have 
felt so much support from the entire 
community and all of the organizations in 
our community,” Mahan said. “Everyone’s 
great to work with, and I feel like we can 
really make a difference together.”

Mahan also noted that the Chamber’s 
ribbon cutting ceremonies are not just for 
the opening of new businesses but also 
to celebrate milestones for existing ones. 

“We love doing them because we love 
celebrating our members,” Mahan said. 

Events for the Chamber include the 
annual announcement of the Chamber’s 
Wall of Honor recipients, the September 
14 Business Expo and the Chamber’s 
participation in the Christmas parade and 
pageant. Ribbon cuttings and other events 

Christina Knight, 
Executive Administrative Assistant
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Healthcare Excellence

Camdenton • Eldon • Laurie • Osage Beach • Richland

OUR MISSION

for the entire family

M
EDICAL • BEHAVIORAL • DENTA

L

MEDICAL • DENTAL • BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

WWW.CENTRALOZARKS.ORG
877-406-COMC

are held throughout the year. 
Lastly, Mahan wanted to emphasize that the 

Chamber is not just for the City of Lebanon but 
its surrounding communities, such as Stoutland 
and the Lake region, as well.

“We try to touch on outside of the city as well 
because those people are very important to our 
community,” Mahan said. 

The Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce can 
be contacted through their website, via email 

at chamber@lebanonmissouri.com, by calling 
417-588-3256, or by visiting their office at 500 
East Elm Street. The Chamber also operates a 
Facebook page as well as a newsletter. 

“Our mission is to connect the community 
and try to enhance the business life in our 
community,” Mahan said, “And I think 
we’re on the right track.”

Ribbon cutting at Summit Natural Gas with SNG members, Chamber of Commerce members, 
and other community members. Ribbon cuttings, Mahan explained, can be held for a variety of 
events, such as the opening of new locations. 

Ashley Mahan, Executive Director
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1212 Spring Valley Rd, Osage Beach, MO | lakeozarkroofing.com

EXCEPTIONAL RESIDENTIAL & commercial ROOFING

IF IT NEEDS A ROOF, WE CAN DO IT!

Call us at
573-302-0354

 for your FREE Estimates 
& Roof Inspections!

• Architectural Shingles 
• Cedar Shake Shingles
• Gutter Cleanout
• Three-Tab Shingles 
• New Construction
• Metal Roofs
• Tile Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Tearoffs

From the dog house to your house!

From repairs to maintenance and replacement to installation, we do it all. We offer residential & 
commercial roofing repairs and maintenance services throughout Lake of the Ozarks & Jefferson 
City, MO. If your shingles are damaged or badly curled or cracked, Above & Beyond Roofing can 
fix them and restore your roof without resorting to roof replacement. We will visit your residential 
or commercial property to ensure your roof is in proper working order. If things aren’t in optimal 
condition, we will offer you a free estimate on the repairs you might need.
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Step back in time and immerse 
yourself in the quaint charm of 
Lead Mine, a haven where the 

clock seems to have stopped decades ago. 
Located approximately 3.5 miles east of 
Tunas, Missouri, Lead Mine is a vibrant 
hub of the Old Order Mennonite Com-
munity. Here, the pace of life slows down, 
and modern amenities take a backseat to 
simpler, time-honored traditions.

As you venture into Lead Mine, leave 
behind the buzz of modern technolo-
gy—there's no need for your cell phone 
here. Instead, come prepared with cash 
or a checkbook, as many businesses in 
this community operate without elec-
tricity, preserving an authentic slice of 
the past.

What awaits you in Lead Mine? Pic-
ture rows of stalls brimming with whole-
some delights: bulk foods that evoke 
memories of family gatherings, fresh 
summer produce straight from the fields, 
and vibrant flowers and bedding plants 
to brighten any home. If you appreciate 
craftsmanship, you'll find yourself drawn 
to the handcrafted furniture that speaks 
of quality and tradition. And don't miss 
the opportunity to savor freshly baked 
goods that carry the aroma and taste 
of recipes passed down through gener-
ations.

A visit to Lead Mine promises more 
than just shopping—it's a nostalgic 
journey back to your grandmother's era, 
where every purchase tells a story and 
every interaction carries the warmth of 
a community united by shared values 
and heritage. Whether you're seeking to 
reconnect with simpler times or simply 
longing for an adventure off the beaten 
path, Lead Mine offers a memorable 
experience that celebrates the beauty of 
tradition and the richness of rural life.

885 State Rd. T 
Tunas, MO 65764
Tuesday • Fri. 8-5 

Saturday • 8-12 
Closed Sundays

| Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | 
 | Lawn Furniture |

Every Piece

Tells a Story Ozarks County 
 Furniture
hh

2

1

Experience Lead MineExperience Lead Mine
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Books on Country Living & 
Mennonite Life and History 

Dry Goods‚ Gifts‚ Housewares, Kitchenwares‚
Handmade Toys‚ Handmade Soaps & Lotions‚

Candles & More‚ Homemade Ice Cream (Seasonal) Featuring traditional 
German & American Cooking

Open 11:00am-2:30pm 
Monday-Saturday.

Closed January-Mid March.

Store Hours: 10:00am-5:00pm
Monday-Saturday 

Directions: West on Hwy 64, 10 Miles past
Bennett Spring Park. Turn right on Hwy T, then

on YY to Store. Follow signs. 

Experience Life
In The “Past” Lane!

Café Edelweiss

4

3

3

2 1
5

You’ll feel like you’ve taken a 
step back in time when you 
take a short drive to visit the 
Lead Mine area Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty 
homemade foods, browse 

handmade furniture, 
outdoor goods and stock up 
on bulk groceries and fresh 

produce.

It’s a great way to spend 
any weekday or Saturday 

afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step

Back in Back in 
TimeTime
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Thomas Stauffer • 886 State Rd T • Tunas, MO 65764

OPEN ALL YEAR
Tues-Thurs: 10-5 

 Friday: 10-9 
 Saturday: 10-5

3D OUTDOOR
ARCHERY RANGE
Range Open June 1 - October 31

WE DON’T JUST SELL ARCHERY SUPPLIES, WE BUILD 

AS WELL

CONFIDENCE 
& PATIENCE
CONFIDENCE 
& PATIENCE

FISHING & TRAPPING

RESTRING BOWS & BOW TUNE UPS

4

Bulk & Surplus Groceries
•	Bulk	Spices
•	Deli	Meat	&	

Cheeses
•	Discount	Groceries

•	Bulk	Candy
•	Seasonal	Fresh	
Produce	&	Flowers	

Hours: Mon–Thurs 8–5pm • Fri 8–6pm • Sat 8–5pm • Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT
417-993-3017

COME VISIT OR CALL TO ORDER CUSTOM DELI TRAYS

Meadowview Dutch MarketMeadowview Dutch Market

CUSTOM	HANDMADE

SANDWICHES

23 Miles West on Hwy 64 • Right on T Hwy 
• 9 miles • Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left

5
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Lebanon R-3 Schools
• Lebanon R-3 Central Office
224 W. Commercial St.
Superintendent Dr. David
Schmitz
Phone: 417-657-6001
www.lebanon.k12.mo.us

• Joe D. Esther Elementary
1200 Clark Avenue
Pre-K-1st grade
Phone: 417-657-6002

• Maplecrest Elementary
901 Maple Lane
2nd and 3rd grades
Phone: 417-657-6003

• Boswell Elementary 
695 Millcreek Road
Fourth and fifth grades
Phone: 417-657-6004

• Lebanon Middle School
2700 Buzz Pride Dr.
Sixth through eighth grades
Phone: 417-657-6005

• Lebanon High School
777 Brice St.
Grades nine through 12
Phone: 417-657-6006
Office hours: 7:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday through Friday

• Lebanon Technology and 
Career Center
757 Brice St.
Grades nine through 12
Phone: 417-657-6007
Office hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday

• Hillcrest Education Center
301 Hoover St.
Grades nine through 12
Phone: 417-657-6008
Office hours: 7 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Monday through Friday

Other Laclede Schools
• Joel E. Barber C-5
16050 Route KK
Grades pre-K to eighth
Superintendent:
Rachelle Jennings
Phone: 417-532-4837

• Gasconade C-4 
32959 Route 32 in Falcon 
Grades pre-K through eighth
Superintendent Jim Bogle
Phone: 417-532-4821

• Laclede County R-1
726 W. Jefferson Ave. in Conway
Superintendent
Mark Hedger
Phone: 417-589-2951

Find Your Freedom With...

1400 West Elm, Lebanon, Mo 
417-532-2031 • www.UCMissouri.com

NO ONE KNOWS THE COUNTRY LIKE WE DO!

FOR ALL YOUR FARM/RESIDENTIAL 
& COMMERCIAL NEEDS 

SERVING ALL OF SOUTHERN MISSOURI

VIP Realty

Mike Drury,
Broker/Owner
417-839-1119

Sandra Speer
417-718-1627

Ronnie McHaffey
417-839-6382

Patti Espinoza
573-528-5501

Delana Davis
417-841-7291

Bart Phipps
417-955-3554

417-588-4497 • cjclassiccars.com

Proudly Doing Business
on Historic Route 66
               for Over 25+ Years

GAME ON!
YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL GAME 

STORE SPECIALIZING IN TABLETOP 
AND BOARD GAMES.

417-532-1049 
545 E. ELM ST. 

LEBANON
WWW.CCYDNEHOBBIES.COM

Public Schools
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Although Lebanon is a relatively small 
town, students with big city university am-
bitions can fulfill their dreams without ever 
leaving their community.

Ozarks Technical Community College and 
Missouri State University both have campuses 
in Lebanon and offer a variety of programs.

MSU and OTC
Thanks to a partnership between Ozarks 

Technical Community College and Missouri 
State University, Lebanon students can 
receive a four-year degree in many fields, 
including elementary education, criminal 
justice, communications and general studies.

MSU, which used to be locally housed at 
the Nelson Education Center, moved into 
the OTC Lebanon Center’s Reuben and Mary 
Lou Casey Hall.

The hall is named after its 2010 donors, 

in the summer of 2013 and opened up for 
classes the following fall. OTC, which offered 
a two-year associate’s degree, will now be able 
to give its students an option to continue into 
a specific degree program.

“Basically what it is going to do is allow the 
students to have easier access, where 
they can interact between both schools 

Degrees can be earned from 
Missouri State and OTC

OTC LEBANON 
CENTER

22360 Route MM

Phone:
(417) 447-8932
(417) 532-5044

MSU LEBANON
At OTC Lebanon

Phone:
(417) 532-0518
(417) 532-5044  

MSU LEBANON
Gib Adkins

OTC LEBANON
Dusty Childress

417-532-3551 • www.crowpaint.com 
Corner City Rt. 66 and Jackson, Lebanon

CROW PAINT
& GLASS

Color Matching • Expert Advice
Knowledgeable Salespeople

FLAT GLASS:
Window glass, Store front glass - We 
even do new construction, Insulated 
Double Pane Glass, Ceramic Glass 
for Wood Stoves, Repair storm 
windows, doors and screens, Mirrors, 
Laminated and tempered safety 
glass, Glass for desk tops.

PAINT:
Interior and exterior PPG paint, 
Interior and exterior stains, 
Machinery paint, High heat paint, 
Spray paints- custom mixes available, 
Brushes, Solvents.

PLEXIGLASS:
Acrylic: clear and colored, 
Polycarbonate ( Lexan ), Colored, 
Bullet proof, (Bulk paint available)

AUTO GLASS:
Windshields and any other glass in 
vehicles, Power windows and door 
locks, Door handles - both interior 
and exterior, Windshield chip repairs, 
Mirrors, We can even come get your 
vehicle and bring it back!

OTHER:
Custom picture framing, Wallpaper: commercial 
and residential, Shower doors and installation, 
Keys for almost everything you need, Caulking, 
Tape, Drop cloths, And so much more!

N
A

O K
WE

L O
STARTS HERE!

THE BEST 
LOCAL PAINT 

& GLASS 
SPECIALIST 
FOR OVER
75 YEARS!

WE HAVE PRODUCTS IN STOCK
FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT

WANT TO 
MOOVE?

Let’s get top dollar for your home!

417-531-0645
Office: 417-588-1200

vanessa.jones68@yahoo.com

LACLEDE 
REALTY

Vanessa RubleVanessa Ruble

TheFlower
Basket

417-532-7335 
2328 S. Jefferson Ave, Lebanon

Paul & Katie Griffin 
Your Local Florist since 1988

in Laclede County
1Florist#

Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Weddings • New Baby

• Congratulations • Thanks
• Love & Romance • Get Well
• Sympathy • Any Occasion

Higher Education
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and end up not only graduating with 
an associate's degree but also at least a 

bachelor’s degree,” said Gib Adkins, outreach 
coordinator for MSU’s Lebanon operations. 

While MSU students could achieve a bach-
elor’s degree from MSU at the Nelson Educa-
tion Center, they couldn’t do it with the ease 
that they will be able to at OTC, Adkins added. 

“This is going to give a seamless transition 
from your freshman year on forward with 
our close partner, Missouri State University,” 
OTC Chancellor Dr. Hal Higdon said when the 
partnership was announced.

The area that MSU moved into was a pre-
viously unfinished area of the campus. An 
open warehouse space was converted into 

six additional classrooms, restrooms and an 
office area.

MSU offers classes in the form of tradition-
al classes and iTV (interactive TV) classes. The 
iTV classes allow students to interact in real 
time with a professor in Springfield or 1 of 
14 other locations in 4 states who is teaching 
through a video that is streamed to Lebanon.

SHOP LOCAL • SHOP LEBANONSHOP LOCAL • SHOP LEBANON

Nobody knows more about what Nobody knows more about what 
flooring you need than we do!!flooring you need than we do!!

HARDWOOD • CARPET • LAMINATE • TILE • REMNANTS • COUNTERTOPS • ONYX© SHOWER

www.falconfloorcovering.com
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com417-532-3118

Downtown next to the Post Office – 109 E. Commercial St. Lebanon MO
Family owned since 1972
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Expert Guidance for All Your Real Estate Needs!

Cell: 417-533-4746
tricia_schafer@hotmail.com

1772 W. Elm 
Lebanon, MO 65536
1-800-991-6092

TRICIA SCHAFER
R E A L T O R ®

The City of Lebanon has a plan
The city is celebrating the approval 

of the Lebanon 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan. This plan, approved by the City 
Council on June 10, 2024, serves as a 
guide for the identification and imple-
mentation of Lebanon’s unified vision 
for its future. It builds upon the com-
munity’s values and points Lebanon in 
the direction of its shared goals using 
a variety of tactics.

The Lebanon 2040 Comprehensive 
Plan addresses critical topics that will 
shape the way Lebanon continues to 
develop, including:

Future Land Use: Recommendations 
based on input from stakeholders, the 
public, the Zoning and Planning Com-
mission, City Council, and city staff 
members, along with findings from 
the Economic and Market Analysis.

Housing: Future options 
and opportunities to 
balance and diversify 
the existing housing 
stock.

Economic Devel-
opment: Strategies 
that encourage a 
vibrant, healthy 
mixture of revenue 
generation sources.

Transportation and Mobility: Op-
portunities that enhance connectivity 
and mobility for residents and visitors.

Recreation and Entertainment: En-
hanced options designed to improve 
residents’ quality of life and work with-
in existing environmental conditions.

Sustainability and Resiliency: Woven 
throughout all recommendations to 
balance community desires, financial 
feasibility, and environmental needs.

Community Health and Equity: 
Strategies for improving the health, eq-
uity, and vibrancy of the community 
at large, from individual physical 
and mental health to social sup-
port systems, resources, and 
gathering opportunities.

This Plan is a living docu-
ment that will guide our city's 
growth and development. It 

reflects the needs and desires of the 
community and provides a framework 
for the development of future public 
policy related to development, rede-
velopment, transportation and connec-
tivity, and the provision of community 
services and amenities. The council and 
city staff will work  to achieve the goals 
set forth in this comprehensive plan.

For more information, visit www.
lebanonmoplan20240.com.
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Meet the chief

Paterno Realty • 525 E. Elm Suite A, 
Lebanon, MO 65563• 417-718-6393

FUN FACTS ABOUT LEBANON:
Lebanon has 8 City Parks, over 100 Acres!
2 Race Tracks, Bowling, Movie Theatre, 
Long Range and Putt Putt Golf
Lebanon is centrally located between 3 
busy cities, Springfield, Lake of the Ozarks 
and Rolla

PATERNO REALTY
417.533.SOLD

Why LebanonWhy Lebanon
is a great place to live?!is a great place to live?!

405 Harwood Ave
Lebanon, MO 65536

Services Provided
8:00 - 11:30 AM | 1:00 - 4:30 PM

417-532-2134
Toll Free

888-806-6805
Lacledecountyhealth.com

• WIC • Birth & Death Certificates • Laboratory Testing
• Disease Surveillance • Emergency Response • Immunizations

• Diabetic Toenail Trimming Clinic • Diaper Bank Program
• Car Seats/Safe Cribs Program • Certified Water Testing Laboratory

Jerry Harrison came to Lebanon as 
the new police chief in April 2024.

Harrison said the city reminds him of 
the town where he grew up.

“This is like coming home for me,” he 
said. “I was born in Rolla and I grew up in 
Carthage and Monett. I’m Ozarks born 
and raised. It reminds me of Monett, it’s 
just a lot bigger.”

Harrison was previously the police 
chief for the Independence, Kansas 
Police Department for seven years and 
has been in law enforcement for a total 
of over 26 years. He has been a member 
of the Kansas Association of Chiefs of 
Police Board of Directors, including serv-
ing as its president, and was a member 
of the Kansas 911 Coordinating Council.

Harrison earned a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice from Missouri South-
ern State University and a master’s de-
gree in criminology and criminal justice 
at Missouri State University.

Harrison said he has enjoyed his job.
“I’ve got a really good team around 

me. They have a strong ethic and a great 
attitude. They want to serve the commu-
nity well,” he said. “We have trainers and 
educators on our team. They don’t want 
to just come into work and put in 40 
hours. They come into work and they’re 
part of the organization, making it bet-
ter. We have folks here who are going 
out and developing their leadership and 
education. That makes our organization 
stronger and the stronger our team is, 

the better we can serve our citizens.”
Harrison said the department is 

constantly  seeking 
improvements in 
crime prevention 
and traffic safe-
ty.

Har r ison 
s a i d  h e  i s 
working to 
p u t  p r o -
ce s s e s  i n 
p l a c e  t o 
serve citi-
zens well.  
H e  s a i d 
he is work-
ing on evi-
dence-based 
approaches to 
prevent violent 
crime and prop-
erty crime, prevent 
car crashes and work 
on crime related to drug 
addiction and mental ill-
ness. 

“I don’t want to live in a com-
munity where we try to arrest 
our way out of problems. I want 
the maximum compliance with 
the law with the minimum in-
trusion into people’s lives,” he 
said. “A lot of people involved 
in crimes, if they had other 
resources, they may not make 

those choices to try to find a way to 
make a living. One of the approaches to 

preventing crime is connecting people 
with the resources that can help 

them make better choices.”
He said the department has 

a strong relationship with the 
community.

“We just want to grow 
that, never take it for 
granted and always work 

to make that rela-
tionship better,” 

he said.

Lebanon Police Chief Jerry Harrison
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Ralph Pitts
112 East Commercial Street
Lebanon, MO 65536
BUS. 417-532-6106
email: RPitts@ShelterInsurance.com

Auto. Home. Life.

ShelterInsurance.com

Monday-Saturday 11am-10pm // Sunday 11am-9pm
Inside the Lexington Square Mall // 1801 W. Elm, Lebanon • Off Exit 127

417-588-0279417-588-0279

Ask About Our Ask About Our Daily Specials!Daily Specials!

219 N Adams Ave Lebanon, MO 65536-3000
(417)753-2971

There Are Hidden Risks
With Hearing Loss

• Did you know untreated loss accelerates cognitive decline in 
adults between the ages of 75-84 by 30-40%?
• According to a study at Johns Hopkins Hospital, people with a 
mild loss are twice as likely to develop dementia as their peers with 
normal hearing. People with a severe loss are five times more likely 
to develop dementia.
• A recent study in France indicated that wearing hearing devices 
can help prevent cognitive decline.

• People with hearing loss are at an increased 
risk of walking problems and falls.

Live The Life You Want To Live!

www.wtvernon.com
Qualifications and Income Limits Apply

207 N. Madison • Lebanon, MO
417-588-9633

550 Harwood • Lebanon, MO
417-532-9733

Police 
announce 

community 
efforts

The Lebanon Police Department has 
announced the launch of the "Communi-
ty Support Initiative," a comprehensive 
program aimed at addressing homeless-
ness, mental health, and addiction in our 
community. This initiative underscores 
our commitment to safety and support 
for all residents, including business and 
property owners impacted by violations 
of pedestrian safety and trespassing 
ordinances.

Police Chief Jerry Harrison empha-
sized the importance of community 
involvement in thoughtfully and pur-
posefully addressing these situations. 
"This issue is not unique to our commu-
nity. Many violators of these ordinances 
are often individuals struggling with 
homelessness, mental health issues, 
or addiction. We are not criminalizing 
homelessness; we are preventing crimi-
nal behavior, no matter who commits it. 
Our goal is to provide these individuals 
with the necessary support and resourc-
es to address the root causes of these 
challenges," Harrison said.

Providing Solutions Through 
Community Support

Chief Harrison stated, "We are part-
nering with local organizations to iden-
tify and implement the most effective 
ways to serve at-risk communities. By 
working closely with these organiza-
tions, we aim to provide comprehensive 
solutions to the problems of homeless-
ness and mental illness that affect both 
citizens and property owners."

Compassionate Enforcement  
and Resource Referrals

"Our approach begins with compas-
sion and support," Harrison explained. 
"Initial contacts with individuals violat-
ing pedestrian safety and trespassing 
ordinances will focus on providing 
resources and referrals to local organi-
zations that can address their needs. 
We believe that offering help and 
support is the first step towards  
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FREE CONSULTATION & ESTIMATE Call or go to https://southern-contracting-llc.business.site/  
to schedule your appointment.

• Commercial/Residential
• Metal Building/  

Pole Barn Construction
• Complete Concrete 

Installation/ Finishing
• Excavation/Dirt Work
• Foundations

• Land Clearing
• Site Prep/Utility 

Installation
• Retaining Wall Design 

and Installation
• All types of Fencing 

& more!!!

“A VETERAN/FAMILY 
OWNED COMPANY” 

417-718-2301  417-718-2301  
Lebanon, Mo 65536Lebanon, Mo 65536

A REPUTATION BUILT ON

From start to finish, we 
have you covered utilizing  

ONE COMPANY!

We offer financing and are 
here to serve the entire 

Show-Me State

A BUSINESS BUILT ON

HARDWORK

QUALITY
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our family farms since 1920

225 South Jefferson Avenue • Lebanon • 417-532-3174 • mfalebanon.com | Lebanon • Conway • Richland • Grovespring

• Pet & livestock Feed • Fertilizer • Animal Health 
• Hardware • Farm Supplies • Vaccines & Flea Control 

• And So Much More!

PROUD TO SERVE

positive change. However, continued 
violations may lead to enforcement 

actions to ensure community safety."
Supporting Property Owners

Harrison acknowledged the concerns 
of property owners regarding loitering, 
panhandling, and trespassing. 

"To address these issues, we are en-
forcing relevant ordinances and accepting 
letters of enforcement from property 
owners, which authorize the police to take 
action against trespassers,” he said. “Prop-
erty owners can use signage to indicate 
no loitering or trespassing and submit a 
Letter of Enforcement to authorize police 
intervention. Forms are available at the 
Lebanon Police Department."

Pedestrian Safety Ordinance
"For the safety of pedestrians, our 

ordinance forbids individuals from being 
on medians and in the roadway except to 
cross," Harrison said. 

"Pedestrians cannot approach cars, and 
drivers cannot offer anything to pedes-
trians. Violators may receive citations to 
prevent unsafe behaviors such as panhan-
dling in the roadway. There are exceptions 
for charitable organizations that undergo 
safety training and obtain a city permit."

Encouraging Community Support
"We encourage residents to volunteer 

or donate to reputable local organizations 
through the Lebanon Area Foundation, 
which supports local initiatives address-
ing homelessness, mental health, and 
addiction," Chief Harrison advised. 

"Direct giving often perpetuates unsafe 
behaviors and does not help individuals 

improve their situations,” he added. “Visit 
lafcares.org to learn more about available 
organizations and their specific missions."

Residents are also urged to guide in-
dividuals experiencing homelessness to 
contact these organizations or the Leb-
anon Police Department for assistance. 

"By connecting them to appropriate 
resources, we can provide meaningful 
support and foster a more compassionate 
community," Harrison said.

"We can’t arrest our way out of this 
problem. We are partnering with local 
organizations to provide supportive 
services that can change lives if people 
make the choice," Harrison emphasized. 
“Together, we can make Lebanon a safer, 
more compassionate place for everyone.”

Most fire fatalities are a 
direct result of not having a 
working smoke detector in the 
home. As reported by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency and the U.S. Fire Ad-
ministration: More than 4,000 
Americans die each year in fires 
and approximately 25,000 are 
injured. These numbers do not 
include emergency personnel. 
Most fire fatalities occur in the 
middle of the night when resi-

dents are asleep.
The City of Lebanon Fire 

Department will provide and in-
stall as many smoke detectors as 
necessary to city residents who 
meet certain requirements by 
appointment. Smoke detectors 
are provided through grants and 
donations to the Lebanon Fire 
Department for installation.

If you would like further 
information regarding smoke 
detector numbers and locations 

in your home or if you would 
like to make an appointment to 
have a smoke detector installed 
in your home, please call the 
Lebanon Fire Department at 
(417) 532-2104.

Note: Besides smoke detec-
tors it is also recommended to 
install carbon monoxide detec-
tors on each level of your home 
as well as an escape ladder for 
multi-story homes.

Fire Department 
installs smoke detectors
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For the ultimate protection of your client 
or yourself, choose Hogan Land Title
Hogan Land Title is able to provide true & equal 

protection to all parties —the Realtor, Lender, 
Builder, Home Buyer & Seller

PROTECT
YOUR INVESTMENTBiggest

HOGAN LAND TITLE
OF LACLEDE COUNTY

288 E. Commercial, Lebanon • (417) 532-5333
Owner: GINGER JOHNSON

Lebanon Fire Department Chief Sam 
Schneider has spent most of his pro-
fessional life in the fire service. It is a 
career choice that has given him a lot of 
satisfaction.

“I very much enjoy the job. I am appre-
ciative of the challenges that it provides 
and the brotherhood of the emergency 
services and the fire service. Here in my 
own community, I hope to improve and 
build a department that responds to the 
needs of the community, citizens and 
visitors coming through here. It takes a lot 
of work, a lot of time, a lot of dedication, 
and I truly enjoy all of it,” Schneider said.

He spent years rising through the 
ranks of the fire service on his way to 
become the chief.

Following his 1988 graduation from 
Lebanon High School, he began his ca-
reer in the fire service in October 1989 
when he joined the Lebanon Rural Fire 
Department as a volunteer. His reasons 
were twofold.

“I was, in all honesty, in a word, bored,” 
Schneider said. Schneider was working 
as a computer-aided drafter after gradu-
ation and wanted something interesting 
to do on nights and weekends. Plus, he 
was looking for a way to give back to the 
community where he was raised.

By the time he left Lebanon Rural in 

1995, he had risen to the rank of assistant 
chief, an unpaid position at that time. 

He became a licensed EMT through 
a program at Breech Medical Center. He 
left his drafting job for an EMT job with 
Breech Paramedics and began training to 
become a paramedic, working briefly 
for Breech.

He left Lebanon in December 
of 1995 for a job in the Kansas 
City metropolitan area as a fire-
fighter-paramedic for the Fort 
Osage Fire Protection District 
outside of Independence, Mo. 

He also worked part-time for 
the Sni Valley Fire Protection Dis-
trict in Oak Grove. 

At the same time, he was 
volunteering with the 
Lake Lotawana Fire De-
partment and teaching 
for the University of 
Missouri’s Fire and 
Rescue Training In-
stitute and another 
training program 
elsewhere.

He worked at 
the Fort Osage 
Fire Department 
for over two years 
before he began 

working for the city of Liberty for another 
two years before leaving for Belton to be 
a full-time training officer.

Fighting fires for 30 years

Lebanon Fire Department Chief Sam Schneider
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Lebanon has many great restaurants to enjoy a 
meal with your family and friends. From fast food 
to sit down dining, you're sure to find just what 

you're craving.

Restaurant Guide

417-991-2499 • 1683 SOUTHDALE DR, LEBANON
TU.-TH. 11AM-9PM •  FRI.-SAT. 11AM-10PM •  SUN. 11AM-8:30PM

DaVinci’s 
Italian Restaurant

GOODGOODFood • Wine • PricesFood • Wine • Prices

850 S. Jefferson Ave. • 417-532-6144 | Morgan Rd. & Hwy. 44 • 417-532-3653

big. beefy. bliss.

780 S. Jefferson, Lebanon • 10Am-10pm • 417-588-3972

TAKE A BITE OF THE BEST!

912 Alexis Ave | 417-991-2052
Open Mon-Sat: 11AM – 8PM | Sun: 11AM – 3PM

VOTED BEST 
BURGER

417-532-3519
221 Evergreen Ave., 

Lebanon, MO

Home of T's Redneck Shine!
Steake • BBQ

Brick Oven Pizza • T’s Bakery

417-532-3519
221 Evergreen Ave., 

Lebanon, MO

Home of T's Redneck Shine!
Steake • BBQ

Brick Oven Pizza • T’s Bakery

417-532-3519
221 Evergreen Ave., 

Lebanon, MO

Home of T's Redneck Shine!
Steake • BBQ

Brick Oven Pizza • T’s Bakery

417-532-3519
221 Evergreen Ave., 

Lebanon, MO

Home of T's Redneck Shine!
Steake • BBQ

Brick Oven Pizza • T’s Bakery

417-532-3519
221 Evergreen Ave., 

Lebanon, MO

Home of T's Redneck Shine!
Steake • BBQ

Brick Oven Pizza • T’s Bakery

417-532-3519

www.rednecksteakhouse.com

221 Evergreen Ave.,
Lebanon, MO

Full Service Catering Restaurant is available for 
groups up to 175 people, even on weekends. 

Bar Service Available Upon Request.

Restaurant Open
Monday thru Thursday 

7:30am to 2pm

1225 Millcreek Rd, Lebanon, MO 65536 • (417) 533-5353 • www.andys417.com 775 S. Monroe Ave • 417-532-6515

Open 7 Days
A Week!

GRAB & GO BREAKFAST FAVORITES
Egg Sandwiches • Donuts • Burritos • Hot/Iced Coffee

BreakBreakfast and Morefast and More
356 N. Jefferson Ave, Lebanon, MO • 417-532-7625

57 Years of Awesome         Food!!!!

417-588-3616
399 South Jefferson Ave.

Open Tues.-Thurs. 10:30am - 8pm, 
Friday 10:30am - 9pm, Saturday 10:30am – 8pm

2031 West Elm St, Lebanon, Missouri • 417-588-2282

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
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Looking 
for 

something 
fresh?

Everything from 
homemade bread to 
fresh vegetables to 
locally raised beef 

for sale at Lebanon's 
Farmers Markets

The Lebanon Farmers’ Market has 
been a local staple for years, but it got 
a facelift thanks to a $264,000 project 
approved by the Lebanon City Council 
in 2020. 

Instead of just having the Farmers’ 
Market in the parking lot at the inter-
sections of Jefferson Avenue and Com-
mercial Street (at the railroad crossing), 
vendors and shoppers now get to hang 
out in the shade of a pavilion. 

Kate Bolden, manager of the Lebanon 
Farmers’ Market, has been preparing for 
a busy spring and summer at the market. 

Customers can begin buying a wide 
variety of fresh vegetables, meats, 
goods and even some crafts when the 
Lebanon Farmers’ Market opens for 
the season. Vendors will be selling fresh 
flower and vegetable bedding plants, 
bramble plants and berries, farm fresh 
eggs, home-grown (some pesticide free) 
produce, heirloom vegetables, pastured 
pork and beef, baked goods, raw honey 
and some crafts. The market is a pro-
ducer-only market, so the vendors will 
be selling products that they made or 
grew themselves. 

The outdoor market is located across 
from MFA on Jefferson Street next to 
the railroad tracks. Market hours are 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays 
and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednesdays 
starting in April and ending on the last 
Saturday in October. 

(417) 532-4799 • 104B E. Commercial, Lebanon

You think it...we ink it!You think it...we ink it!
Call today to be inspired!

FREE Consultations

Route 66 Farmer’s Market 
Lebanon has a second farmers’ market at 

1300 Millcreek Court, near the Cenex gas station.
It features plants, produce, heritage pork, 

beef, eggs, handmade applesauce, beef jerky, 
baked goods, and honey. 

The Route 66 Market also features the Power 
of Produce Club program, which provides incen-
tives for children to learn more about agriculture.

The market schedule is May-October, Tuesday 
2 a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
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It does not take long to discover what 
brings crowds to Commercial Street for 
Downtown Lebanon’s Cruise In, in June. 

Sarah Angst, Executive Director of 
Downtown Lebanon, spoke on the suc-
cess of 2024’s Cruise In. 

“The Downtown Cruise In was a fab-
ulous event again this year. Downtown 

Lebanon is so thankful to Mercy Hospital 
for sponsoring the event again and for 
doing so much to bring our community 
together. We had fabulous weather, won-
derful crowds, and amazing volunteers. 
There were more cars this year than we 
could have hoped for, and we are grateful 
to everyone who came to show off their 

rides,” Angst said. 
Some attendees come for the classic 

cars, but others come for the shopping 
experience. Food trucks, cornhole games, 
community contests and music. 

“The Dad of the Year Competition was 
another favorite event, and this year’s 
winner was Jon McCubbin,” Angst said. 

Angst noted that many community 
businesses and organizations came 
together to make the event a success, 
including Mercy, the Route 66 Society, 
the City of Lebanon, the Police and Fire 
Departments among others. 

“We cannot wait to bring this event 
back next year and to make it even bigger 
and better than ever!” Angst said. 

QUALITY YOU CAN COUNT ON 

Owners: Matt & Pam Dawson
1060 Springfield Rd Lebanon, MO 65536

Voted #1 
Mechanic in 

Laclede County

Tires
Alignments

Suspensions Lifts
Wheels

   Auto Repairs
   Military/LEO Discount

Downtown Cruise In draws 
more than just crowds
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The City of Lebanon is celebrating prog-
ress while addressing some big challenges, 
Mayor Jared Carr said in his annual State 
of the City remarks.

Mayor Carr presented the program at a 
Lebanon Rotary Club meeting in February.

“Since I took office in 2017, the city’s 
path has been one of growth, resilience 
and community,” Carr said. “We work 
every day to make Lebanon an even 
better place to live, work and play. I am 
optimistic about our future and confident 
that, together, we will continue to rise to 
new heights.”

Carr said the city’s citizen and business 
satisfaction surveys which started in 
2018, show a 12 percent improvement in 
less than six years. The number places it 
in the top 25 percent of U.S. cities, beating 
the national satisfaction average by 18 
percent, Carr said.

“This achievement, particularly in the 
wake of a global pandemic, speaks volumes 
about our resilience and the quality of our 
staff,” Carr said. But Carr said the city also 
faces some challenges that were pointed 
out in the surveys.

“Addressing the flow of traffic and 
congestion, enforcing city codes and or-
dinances, and improving our stormwater 
management system are at the forefront 
of our action plan,” Carr said. “While 
addressing housing needs has also been a 
priority, the strides we’ve made are signif-
icant and ongoing.” Carr said the city has 
made some big strides in the past year, 
including the arrival of three new indus-

tries at the Lebanon Industrial Park. He 
said the city is seeing expanding business 
opportunities.

“Notably, the Ice Cream Factory has 
made significant strides in renovating the 
old Mid Am Dairy facility, a site that had 
laid dormant since the 90s. This project 
has not only beautified the area but also 
led to improvements in infrastructure to 
accommodate the expected increase in 
traffic and tourism. This paved the way for 
more attainable housing in this neighbor-
hood, creating the opportunity to address 
storm water issues in the area,” Carr said.

He also pointed to the opening of the 
new Lake Regional Clinic in Lebanon and 
the Lake regional surgical center now 
under construction.

“In the realm of retail and dining, Leb-
anon is becoming increasingly attractive, 
as evidenced by the recent announcement 
of Big Whiskeys coming to the west side 
of our city. This addition highlights our 
ongoing efforts to create an environment 
that welcomes new business,” Carr said.

The mayor said citizen feedback has 
prompted the city to invest heavily in 
street improvements.

“This past year alone, we overlaid 
more than 16,000 linear feet of road-
way, significantly improving both the 
quality and safety of our streets,” Carr 
said. “While maintaining smooth roads 
remains a priority, we are also working 
diligently to address the concerns at the 
intersection of Hwy. 5 and Fremont. A 
study is currently underway to explore 

ways to improve this intersection. Once 
the study is complete, we hope to partner 
with MoDOT to make this intersection 
safer for our residents.” Carr said the city 
has also obtained funding for sidewalks at 
Beck and Ivey streets.

Carr said the city is working with the 
Lebanon R-3 School District, Ozarks 
Technical Community College and other 
educational institutions to develop cus-
tomized training programs.

“We’re not just partnering in a tradi-
tional sense; we’re actively engaging with 
local factories and businesses to develop 
customized and individualized training 
programs. We are working to educate 
the workforce they need. This proactive 
approach ensures that our workforce is 
equipped with the skills and knowledge 
needed to thrive in today’s job market. In 
addition to these workforce initiatives, 
we’ve also partnered with Lebanon R-3 to 
make much-needed storm shelters avail-
able for our community,” Carr said.  The 
city has demonstrated its respect for 
veterans with several projects, including 
street crossings Downtown that honor 
each branch of the armed forces.

He thanked city staff and the City 
Council for their efforts to improve the 
community.

“With each step we take, we are creating 
a Lebanon that is not just about where 
we've been, but where we're going — a 
place of continuous growth and opportu-
nity,” Carr said.

City celebrates continued progress
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Families can relax and have fun at any of Lebanon's parks that feature everything from swim-
ming to baseball. The city's Park Board continues to work on facility and walking trail improve-
ments to further enhance the parks.

Lebanon's Parks

A small neighborhood park on Spiller Street near 
the water tower. It is a small, quiet green space with 
playground equipment and picnicking areas. 

Spiller Park
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YOU HAVE A dream.

WE HAVE A
WAY TO PAY.

624MK390

At OTC, we believe cost  
shouldn’t be a barrier to 
a college education.

THAT’S WHY WE HAVE THE

IN THE REGION.
Ready to get started now?  
Call 417-532-5044.

Scan the QR code or visit 
otc.edu/waystopay or 
lebanon@otc.edu to 
learn more.

Atchley Park
Just off North Hwy 5 next to the Church 

of the Nazarene, Atchley Park features:
• Two lighted shelters with 20 amps of 

electric each 
• Jared Hilton disc golf course with 36 holes
• Pickering Pavilion which is lighted with 

20 amps of electric
• Zach’s House, which is a lighted gazebo 

with 20 amps of electric located off the 
Indian Creek entrance of the park 

• Andy’s Pavilion, which is lighted with 20 
amps of electric located between the ball 
fields

• One-mile paved walking trail
• Four baseball/softball fields with spec-

tator seating, concession stand, and 
restrooms

• Batting cages
• Fenced playground
• Soccer field
• Dog park 

Harke 
Park

Harke Park, located at 2901 
National Street, has these 
features: 

• A gazebo that includes lights, 
20 amps of electric and 
barbecue grill

• Half-mile paved walking trail 
• Playground
• Restrooms 
• Picnic area with two barbecue 

grills 
• 18 disc golf holes
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1100 Lynn St. • Lebanon, MO 65536
Carry Out Available • 417-532-4293

 Taste the  Taste the 
 difference! difference!

Voted Best Mexican Restaurant Voted Best Mexican Restaurant 
 in Laclede County! in Laclede County!

BACK PAIN • HEADACHES • FATIGUE • POOR HEALTH 
PERMANENT HUNCHING • SPINAL DISTORTION 

JOINT & SPINAL DEGENERATION • LIMB PAIN & NUMBNESS

Dr. Margaret K. Swick, D.C. & Dr. Nathaniel Littman, D.C.
417-532-5462  • 291 N. Adams, Lebanon 

WWW.KEYTOHEALTHCHIROPRACTIC.CO 

CHIROPRACTIC CARE 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Gentle Care for Everyone!

NOW OFFERING
SPORTS INJURY CARE

Nelson Sports 
Complex 

Nelson Sports Complex is the newest facility 
in the Lebanon Park System. The complex is a 
joint venture between the city of Lebanon and the 
Lebanon R-III Schools. Nelson Sports Complex’s 
features: 

• Six ball diamonds
• A concession stand, restrooms, Wi-Fi
• T-ball, football, soccer fields
• Sand volleyball court
• Playground
• Walking trails
• Connectivity to the State of Missouri Coleman 

Conversation Area
• Two shelters
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Boswell Park
Originally known as Maplecrest 

Park, this area now bears the name of 
its largest benefactor. It is located on 
Historic Route 66, and in 2016, the park 
began its transformation into a tribute 
to Lebanon’s Historic Route 66 heritage. 

After a donation from the Boswell 
family, the park changed names. The 
family donated $100,000 in the late 
1970s to provide matching funds to 
build the outdoor pool. It was then 
named after James E. Boswell, Jr. (1937-
1955).

The park includes four shelters for 
picnicking and restrooms. 

It also has a well-utilized one-mile 
walking trail. It also includes two lighted 

tennis courts, and outdoor basketball 
court and a disc golf course. 

The crown jewel of the park is the 
Boswell Aquatic Center. The pool com-
plex, located inside the park, is complete 
with two 26-foot water slides, a kiddie 
pool, a main pool, shade structures and 
a renovated bathhouse. Since the aquatic 
center opened in May 2008, thousands 
of pool-goers have lined up to splash 
around in the cool water. 

The original pool was built in the 
1970s and had undergone little in the 
way of improvements in 30 years of 
public use. A $1.1 million pool project 
included the renovation of the earlier 
facilities and the addition of several new 

pool features. 
The renovation was funded by the 

Capital Improvement Tax that was ap-
proved by Lebanon voters in February 
2007. 

Originally, the Route 66 theme proj-
ect was intended as a small “pocket park” 
inside Boswell Park, but in the summer 
of 2015, the Lebanon Park Board de-
cided to expand the project to make the 
rest of Boswell Park 66 themed as well. 
The refurbished park includes three 10-
by-20 foot Route 66-themed murals, a 
replica Route 66 foundation, one of the 
park’s shelters, and a Route 66-themed 
playground. 

W.T. Vernon 
Park

W.T. Vernon Park is located in Lebanon’s historic 
Old Town District on Mayfield Street. W.T. Vernon 
Park’s features: 

• One Shelter
• Playground 
• Restrooms



PAGE 50 OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

Palmer Park
Located on the southern side of 

the Cowan Civic Center, Palmer Park 
features a gazebo and walking trail. 

Wallace Park
Located next to the Wallace Building 

and Bullfrogs and Little Fishes Preschool 
and Daycare, Wallace Park features: 

• A renovated playground
• A gazebo and shaded pavilion
• Pickleball courts

Nelson Lake
Nelson Lake’s features: 

• Catch and release fishing lake
• A quarter-mile lighted walking trail 

and a picnic area
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Gasconade Park
Located at Fourth Street and Har-

rison, this park was Lebanon’s first. 
Many locals will remember it for its 
swimming pool, the Gasconade Hotel 
and the old baseball field that used to 
lie there. According to the park’s history, 
“the park currently houses the Hughes 
Senior Center, for which the city do-
nated land. The park has a quarter-mile 
walking track dedicated to Emma LaB-
lank, who has a long history of serving 
food to senior citizens in the area. A 
second shelter house was built on the 
foundation of the original bathhouse of 
the old pool. Gasconade Park provides 
green space for neighborhood children 
and areas for picnicking for young and 
old alike.”

Gasconade Park also features shel-
ters, a playground, a basketball court, 
and a newly added skatepark that was 
built in October 2021. 

Lebanon Parks Director John Shel-
ton decided to plan to build the skate-
park after the sale of Nelson Park, the 
home of the former skatepark. The pur-
suit of the new park was led by former 
Councilman Josh Ray and a group of 
citizens. A new skatepark was built with 
construction concluding in October. 

According to Shelton, the new skate-
park has helped bring back the love of 
the sport and made it more accessible 
in the city. 

During an interview with the Record, 
Shelton recalled the city’s old skatepark, 

stating that the new one is a significant 
improvement and more professionally 
done. 

“We did the best we could, and it 
worked well for the time, then we got 
the opportunity to sell Nelson Park. A 
new skatepark was part of the plan,” 
he said. “We originally planned to put 
a skate pad down, new lights, and the 
old equipment back up. 

“I think the concrete was a great 
change; I was not necessarily in favor 
of concrete to start with. I thought the 
metal was better. I was wrong, but I’m 
not a skater. The concrete is really neat. 
It’s a wonderful little park, and it’s lit, 
and it’s got picnic tables,” Shelton said. 
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MOST EMERGENCIES SEEN SAME DAY

New Patients Always Welcome
Jerry F. Cox, DDS, 
Jesse Smith, DDS, 
Alex Goldstein, DDS, and
Giovanni Safdari, DDS, MD

489 East Hwy 32 • Lebanon • www.lebanonmissouridentist.com

Dental Care For The Whole Family!
The Latest in State-of-the-Art Dentistry!

417-588-2555

• General Dentistry • Cosmetic Dentistry  
• Orthodontics For Adults • Extractions  
• Endodontics (Root Canals) • Oral Surgery 
• Crowns Same Day In-House • Implants  
• Smile Makeovers • Wisdom Teeth 
Removal with Conscious Sedation

• Registered Hygienists On Staff!! • We File Most Insurance 
Tue-Fri 8:00-5:00

New Patients Always Welcome

Tue-Fri 8:00-5:00

803 S. Jefferson Ave. • Lebanon • Across From McDonalds • www.lebanonmissouridentist.com

Dental Care For The Whole Family!
The Latest in State-of-the-Art Dentistry!

MOST EMERGENCIES SEEN SAME DAY
New Patients Always Welcome

Jerry F. Cox, DDS & Jesse Smith, DDS

Implants • Smile Makeovers • No Obligation Consultations

Tue-Fri 8:00-5:00

www.lebanonmissouridentist.com

Voted Best Dentist & Dental Hygienist 
 In Laclede County 3 Years Running

In Lebanon, we have businesses big and 
small, and they are always on the move. 
Below are three examples of how our 
businesses stay active and involved in our 
community. 

Café Judes, one of several coffee shops 
in Lebanon, recently moved its storefront 
to Downtown, where visitors can take a seat 
and eat in a historic building that has been 
a bank, jewelry store and boutique. The new 
venue also contains a rentable event and 
overflow space located next door. Jude’s 
also hosts community events that they post 
on the store’s Facebook page. 

“It’s a blossoming community down 
here, and I’m excited to be part of it,” said 
Rachel Starnes, who operates Jude’s with 
her husband, Matt, regarding the move. 

A new scrapbooking store opened this 
summer and goes by the name of Snickle-
fritz Boutique. Located off South Monroe 
Ave and run by two sisters, Jill Ambrose 
and Andrea Lewis, this store also has a rent-

able space for working on personal projects 
and takes custom orders in addition to 
selling supplies. 

“When we were trying to figure out a 
name, we need something cute and catchy,” 
said Ambrose. “Our grandma…always called 

us Snicklefritz.” After choosing the name, 
Ambrose and Lewis learned that the word 
is German for “ornery child”.

Champion Express, a beloved gas station 
in the community located in the Walmart 
shopping plaza, reopened to the rumble of 

Coffee, Convenience, Crafts: a month of 
opening and reopening businesses in Lebanon

The convenience store reopened June 15 with Chamber of Commerce members, 
staff and community members in attendance for the ribbon cutting.
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Snicklefritz also hosts craft classes 
and has a rentable space for shoppers 
to work on personal projects.

The interior of Jude’s Downtown 
location. Visitors can examine the old 
bank vault door farther inside that now 
decorates one of the walls.

classic cars and live music in early June as 
the business’s fans joined in on the ribbon 
cutting. 

“I’d like to thank the community for 
their continued support. We’re back, with 
new management, proud to be supporting 
the community. We’re not going any-
where,” said Michael Plaster, Evergreen 
Operations Manager. 

These business profiles represent a 
fraction of business life in Lebanon. To 
see more businesses in the community, 
just take a few steps down Jefferson Ave 
or Elm Street!

Searching
for aRental Property?

lacledelandlord.com

Laclede County 
Landlords’ 
Association 
represents 
more than 1,400 
properties & over 
80 members who 
offer homes, 
apartments, 
duplexes, mobile 
homes, and 
commercial 
buildings.

Check us out online and see our selection.

www.lacledelandlord.com
Celebrating 17 years of 

connecting people with properties.

Need a Place to Call Home?
LacLede county 

LandLords’ association, inc.
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Fun at the fair
The Laclede County Fair arrives the second week of July every summer

Each year in July, The Laclede County 
Fair Board brings a week of excitement to 
Lebanon. 

The fair includes livestock exhibits, a 
carnival and other events through the 
day at the Laclede County fairgrounds in 
Lebanon, with the carnival opening up 
each night. 

In 2018, the fair was able to begin using 
the Agriculture Legacy Building. The build-
ing has long been a dream of the fair board. 

“I don’t know of any other county fair in 
the state that has a facility like this,” said 
Fair Board President Glen Raef. 

Through the week, area youth show 
animals that they have raised that range 
from cows to rabbits. The competition 
portion of the week culminates with a 
market sale where people can bid on the 
winning livestock. 

Inside the Mills Center, attendees can 
view works from the various art and Home 
Ec competitions that take place through-
out the week. 

In 2024, the fair brought back the Miss 
Laclede County Fair pageant, where four 
different age categories can compete. The 
winner of the oldest category, Miss Laclede 
County Fair Queen, can compete in the 
Missouri State Fair. 

The fair also hosts nightly events. From 
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the Ranch Rodeo to Church Youth Nights, 
there is a variety of events for attendees 
to choose from. Competitions at the rodeo 
include  trailer loading, branding, sorting, 
and a calf scramble for children. 

First place in the Ranch Rodeo receives 
belt buckles, second place gets breast col-
lars, and third place earns prize money. 

Other events throughout the week usu-
ally include tractor and truck pulls, draft 
horse pulls and drag races. 

Judging begins in the middle of the 
week with the market sale on Thursday 
night. 

When they’re not attending the nightly 
events, people can enjoy a wide array of 
rides and attractions at the fair’s carnival. 
Carnival rides open every night. Most 
nights require a carnival wristband, but for 
select nights like opening Saturday’s Com-
munity Night, attendees can get in free. 

Another fair tradition is Senior Day at 
the Civic Center. It is held each year in con-
junction with the fair. Local government 
agencies and businesses will have booths 
filling the center. 

Raef said he has been involved with the 
fair all his life and had started showing 

livestock there as a kid. 
He says the chance to help youth is 

one of the things that has drawn him to 
the fair. 

“I like the fact that we’re helping kids 
with their projects, and we’re teaching 
them responsibility through FFA, 4-H, 
the Home Ec part of it,” he said. “It gives 
them a chance to show off what they’ve 
accomplished with their projects.”

The week-long fair begins and ends with 
a fireworks show. 
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“One Stop” Is All You Need!“One Stop” Is All You Need!
• Discount Tobacco
• Beverages • Gas
• Groceries
• Convenience Items

3 Convenient Locations To Serve You!3 Convenient Locations To Serve You!
306 North Jefferson • 1400 South Jefferson • 1130 Lynn306 North Jefferson • 1400 South Jefferson • 1130 Lynn

Our Little Downtown

The Downtown district’s gateway 
arches welcome locals as visitors alike 
to the events and stories that Lebanon’s 
heart facilitates. 

The arches, which include the city’s 
motto, “Our Town, Your Town,” wel-
come visitors to a district where new 
businesses make their homes in the 
historic buildings that line the street. 
From coffee shops to boutiques, from 
ice cream shops to bars, Downtown pro-
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vides a variety of businesses for visitors 
to discover. 

First Fridays, which are on the first 
Friday of each month, businesses extend 
their hours, community organizations 
visit with residents, and live music fills 
the evening air. The mood often spreads 
past the core of Downtown, with other 
musicians setting up shop across Jef-
ferson Ave. 

Some of the businesses present oper-
ate event spaces which the community 
can rent out, and several public offices, 

such as Lebanon R-III School District’s 
Central Office and the post office, are 
within walking distance. 

Creatives can find a home in the 
Lebanon Art Guild, which has its gallery 
on Commercial and facilitates art work 
sales during First Fridays. 

Many of the community’s tradition-
al events are tied in some way to the 
Downtown District, from the Down-
town Cruise In to December’s Christmas 
on Commercial. 

With the Laclede County Courthouse 

within walking distance, residents can 
swing by Commercial for a meal after 
wrapping up paperwork, and visitors 
can join them after looking at the his-
torical artifacts inside the courthouse’s 
walls. 

For Lebanon, the Downtown District 
is not simply a collection of old build-
ings. It is a gathering of aspirations, 
dreams, and moments that business 
owners, residents, and visitors share 
with one another for a short while under 
the arches. 

Realty Executives  
of Lebanon 

205 E. Commercial St., Lebanon, MO
417-588-7000 

www.LebanonRealtyX.com
of Lebanon

Lebanon Property 
 Management 

205 E. Commercial St., Lebanon, MO 
417-588-7006 

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

Voted #1 Voted #1 
Residential Real 
Estate Agent

Voted #1  Voted #1  
Farm & Land Real 
Estate Agent

Voted #1Voted #1
Commercial Real 
Estate Agent

417-650-8717 CELL
417-588-7000 OFFICE

205 E. COMMERCIAL STREET

Best residential

farm & land and 
commercial Agency

Best in Property 
Management



PAGE 58 OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

WWW.DOWCO-INC.COM

Dowco has the expertise and capabilities in cut and sew, industrial sewing, marine products: 
covers, hardware, frames, furniture, and seating.

START YOUR STORY WITH US BY APPLYING TODAY!  
Apply at our website: www.dowco-inc.com/careers/

WE’RE LEADERS IN MARINE INNOVATION

DOWCO OFFERS

1610 Frisco Dr, Lebanon, MO 65536

START HERE
Success StoriesSuccess Stories

• Comprehensive Insurance Offerings
• Tuition Reimbursement
• Fitness Center Reimbursement
• Climate Controlled Environment

Each Januar y during the Leba-
non-Laclede County Route 66 Society’s 
annual membership meeting, more 
people are honored for their contribu-
tions by being inducted into the Laclede 
County Route 66 Wall of Fame.

The Wall of Fame honors “those who 
made exceptional contributions to the 
development or promotion of Route 66 

or who operated legendary businesses 
in Laclede County, Missouri.” The Wall 
of Fame plaques are displayed at the 
entrance to the Route 66 Museum at 
the Lebanon-Laclede County Library. 

Beginning in 2022 with a class of five 
honorees, the Route 66 Society has con-
tinued the tradition since. Honorees are 
selected by a committee with knowledge 

of local Route 66 history, and additions 
to the Wall of Fame are made annually.

The 2024 Wall of Fame inductees are 
J. Floyd Caffrey, Marie Williams, and 
S.W. “Sim”, Barney and Marie Harris., 
with a brief description taken from 
their plaques. 

J. FLOYD CAFFEY
Serving refreshments on the Old 

Wall of Route 66 honorees continues to grow
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating 
Companies, American Family Life Insurance Company,

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
©2024 22535-EG – 04/24 – 22494366

*Customers who bundle home, auto and life policies 
may save on their auto and/or home policies. Discounts 
may vary by state, property, policy form and company 
underwriting the auto and/or home policy. Discounts 

may not apply to all coverages on an auto or home 
policy. Discounts do not apply to life insurance policies. 

Products not available in every state.

Call or scan to get your personalized
quote today. 

Bethany Shanklin, Sales Specialist - All Lines 
Christy Fera Agency, LLC

(417) 588-3261
bshankli@amfam.com

266 S Jefferson Ave Unit B

LIFE’S BETTER WHEN
YOU BUNDLE.

You could save on home & auto when you 
also purchase life insurance from 

American Family Life Insurance Company.*

Wire Road that proceeded Route 66, 
Caffey created a grocery store, café 
and filling station on the new route. 
As the community that sprung up 
around his businesses became known 
as Caffeyville, Caffey continued to add 
innovations like rental houses and a 
campground. 

Caffeyville ceased its physical ex-
istence in the 1950s after the state 
bought and razed the town to pave the 
way for the construction of Route 66. 

MARIE WILLIAMS
Williams was the operator of several 

hotels in her lifetime, including both 
the El Rancho and Holiday Motel on 
Lebanon’s Route 66. She served on 
Missouri’s Tourism Commission for 
six years and received a citation of 
honor from the U.S. Motel Association 
of America. 

S.W. “SIM” HARRIS, BARNEY AND 
MARIE HARRIS

The Harris family of Conway began 
their stay on Route 66 in 1930 when 
Sim built the first of three gas stations 
and a tourist court on opposite corners 
of Route 66. Barney and Marie built 
the first Harris Café—better known 
as “Barney’s”—next to Sim’s Standard 
station, which became known as the 
“Home of the Little Round Pie”. The 
Harrises moved their café as the high-

way moved, closing for good in 1965 
when the Conway I-44 Interchange 
was built.

This year’s class joins the previous 
years’ honorees:

Direct Route delegates I.T. Curry, 
W.M. Hawkins, Bert Henderson, An-
drew Rader, Fred D. Harris, Phil M. 
Donnelly, L.C. Mayfield and the 1922 
Lebanon School Band, who led the 
charge to have the future Route 66 run 
through Lebanon.

William and Ethel Lenz, operators 
of the Lenz Tourist Home. 

Tom Bacon, Thornton “Thorny” 
Speaker, Tommy Speaker, Teddy Speak-
er, Lena Bell Speaker England and Dale 
Speaker, operators of the Speaker’s 
Mobil gas station.

Bob and Romona Lehman, longtime 
owners of the Munger Moss Motel.

Col. Arthur T. and Lizzie Nelson and 
Frank and Dorothy Nelson, operators 
of “Nelsonville” businesses at Route 66 
and Highway 5.

Charles and Lida Spears and Emis 
and Lois Spears, founders of Camp Joy. 

Bill Wheeler, organizer of the first 
Lebanon Route 66 Festival and the Leb-
anon-Laclede County Route 66 Society. 

Glenn Wrinkle, operator of Wrink’s 
Food Market for 55 years.



PAGE 60 OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

Your journey to wellness begins today!
At Back to Health Chiropractic Center, Dr. Melani Crocker and her 
team have been providing expert chiropractic care for 39 years and 35 years 
for acupuncture. We offer chiropractic care for infants, kids and adults, as 
well as specialized services for personal injury, VA and Medicare patients. Our 
treatment options include manual adjustments, pro adjuster, acupuncture, 
therapeutic ultrasound and spinal decompression. We are also certified in 2019 
SAAT Auricular Allergy Treatment and specialize in treating Alpha-gal, Lyme/
Lyme coinfection and VAS/Auricular therapy. Additionally, we offer services for 
seasonal allergies, food allergies and emotional support. With our expertise and 

dedication, you can be sure that you’re in good hands at Back to Health!

BACK TO HEALTH 
CHIROPRACTIC CENTER LLC
617 N JEFFERSON LEBANON

417-532-2986
Dr. Melani Crocker, DC

CEO, Chiropractor 
Acupuncturist

Dr. Jill Nelson, DC
Chiropractic 

Acupuncturist

Plaza celebrates the legacy 
of Lebanon R-3 schools

The  Alumni Plaza at 
the former Lebanon Ju-
nior High School grounds  
was dedicated September 
of 2021 on the 150th an-
niversary of Lebanon R-3 
schools.

Commemorative bricks 
and columns were installed 
at the plaza, which is locat-
ed in the area that was 
once an outdoor classroom 
in front of the Wallace 
Building.  A focal point 
of the plaza is the steps 
and bell from the Adams 
Building, which was the 
districts first high school.

The Alumni Plaza was 
built on the bulldozed 
campus where the Adams, 
Washington, Wallace, and 

Rainey Buildings, the old 
High School and the old 
Junior High once stood.

Entering the Alumni 
Plaza from the covered 
sidewalk, visitors will see 
historical markers with 
pictures of each of the 
buildings along with its 
histor y.  In the center 
of the Alumni Plaza is a  
sculpture of children read-
ing a book sitting on top of 
the world representing the 
legacy of learning, gener-
ation after generation, in 
Lebanon schools. It sits 
on a base made of bricks 
salvaged from the original 
school buildings.

Across the back side of 
the Alumni Plaza are the 
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oldest pieces of school history. The Ad-
ams Building steps that were put in place 
in 1870 and the original school bell are 
relocated to this place of honor. Flanking 
the steps on either side are four tall col-
umns that represent each of the former 
school buildings. Outlining the entire 
Alumni Plaza are donated engraved bricks 
with names of students, teachers, staff, 
principals, administrators, school board 
members and community supporters.

Phase 2 of the plaza will include a 
pavilion where the Lebanon Jr. High 
Commons was located.

“We’re a volunteer nonprofit, so things 
move very slowly,” LHSAA board presi-
dent Carol Bauer said at the groundbreak-
ing for the pavilion, adding later, “but 
here we are today, breaking ground on it.”

The pavilion will be located on the site 
of the former middle school commons 
area. According to Bauer, the pavilion 
is meant to facilitate the same kind of 
connections the middle school’s space 
once did. 

Bauer gave thanks to several members 
of the community including LHSAA board 
member and project manager Lester 
Capps, contractor Mike Palmer, architect 
Stephen Telscher, the R-III School Dis-
trict, the City of Lebanon, and those who 
previously supported the plaza project by 
purchasing bricks.  

In the spirit of thanksgiving, Bauer 
also took the opportunity to express her 
gratitude for the schools that she grew 
up and taught in. 

“We are so grateful for the education 
we received here,” Bauer said. 

The pavilion will be built where the 
Lebanon Jr. High Commons was located.  
The Commons was added to join the old 
high school, the Rainey building, and the 
old Junior High, the Wallace Building. 
Bauer said the new pavilion will be named 
“The Commons” to commemorate those 
school days when junior high students 
hung out and soon alumni and commu-
nity members too will be able to hang out 
in “the commons.” 

She said there will be a portico en-
trance on the covered walkway side of 
the pavilion. From the pavilion up to the 
covered sidewalk, there will be panels 
to display individual plaques for alumni 
who would like to have their name etched 
into the history here.  We are out of room 
for bricks at the Plaza. Plaques will be 
available for purchase soon where the 
same information can be displayed as was 
displayed on the bricks.
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Just a few miles west of Lebanon is Ben-
nett Spring State Park, one of Missouri’s 
first and most popular state parks, which 
attracts a growing number of tourists every 
year.

The third largest natural spring in the 
state of Missouri pumps 100 million gallons 

of water each and every day. Anglers from 
around the nation wade in the spring’s 
waters in search of lunker-sized trout, and 
those looking for adventures in camping 
and canoeing come in droves each year, but 
there was once a time when Bennett Spring 
State Park was simply known as Brice, Mo.

During the 1920s when America was 
enjoying prosperity following World War 
I, Bennett Spring (then known as Brice) 
was one of many areas considered by state 
planners to be preserved as a state park.

A Dec. 12, 1924, article in the Laclede 
County Republican stated that Lebanon 

Hooked on Bennett SpringHooked on Bennett Spring
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Your source for rental properties & property 
management in Laclede County

Tammie Armstrong, Property Manager
tammie@showmerental.com

Mobile: (417) 588-5102 Office: (417) 991-3010
440 W. Elm Street, Lebanon, MO

www.lebanonshowmerentals.com

Chamber of Commerce President O.A. 
Mayfield requested that the state consider 
Bennett Spring as a possible state park site. 

The article said the first parcel of land, 8 
1/2 acres belonging to Josie Bennett Smith, 
would become a part of Bennett Spring State 
Park. The land was purchased from Mrs. 
Smith on Dec. 27, 1924.

Several weeks later, another contract was 
signed between William Sherman Bennett, 
Mrs. Smith’s brother, and the state for the 
sale of 565.33 acres. Of that land, 427 acres 
can be traced as belonging to James Brice, 
who settled there in 1837. The land where 
today’s park store, office, dining lodge and 
hatchery buildings stand once belonged to 
the Brice and Bennett families.

Brice, the first permanent settler in the 
Bennett Spring area, died in 1855 and is 
buried in the Bennett Cemetery.

The Bennett family later settled at the 
spring area on land known as the Elmer 
Conn farm, site of the present Sand Spring 
Motel and Restaurant. The enterprising Pe-
ter Bennett built a mill at the spring outlet 
and Niangua River, which also was washed 
away in a rainstorm and flood. 

When Peter Bennett died in 1882, his 
son, William Sherman Bennett, continued 
to run the mill. Bennett’s daughter, Josie 
Bennett Smith, operated a hotel at Brice 
for many years.

The Bennett Mill was destroyed by fire in 
1895. The last mill at Brice was built by Dr. 
John B. and Freeman Atchley. 

By the turn of the century, recreation was 
gaining in importance at Brice. According to 
the DNR brochure, in 1900 the Missouri fish 
commissioner introduced 40,000 mountain 
trout into the spring, and a privately owned 

fish hatchery was built in 1923, the year 
before the state bought the spring and some 
of the surrounding area for a state park.

It was reported that in the early 1900s, 
William Sherman Bennett had a number 
of cans of young trout emptied into the 
spring. The trout thrived in the cold waters, 
attracting many fishermen.

Today, one of the oldest original build-
ings at Bennett Spring is the Bennett Spring 
Church of God, organized in 1917 through 
the influence of William Sherman and Louie 
Boles Bennett, who donated land for the 
church site. In the 1950s, stone veneer was 
applied over the wooden structure. It is the 
only original building that was in old Brice.

In 1933, the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) and the Works Project Administra-
tion (WPA) were two new programs im-
plemented by the U.S. government to put 
people to work during the Great Depression.

They built a new dam, a bridge, a dining 
lodge, six cabins, a store and post office 
building, shelters, houses, roads and trails. 
They also renovated the old Atchley Mill.

The men also constructed a second set 
of gravel-bottomed hatchery rearing pools 

and in 1935 built  a new section onto the 
hatchery building. After the men left in 
1938, they dismantled all but one of their 
barracks.

In 1969, Arlie Bramwell sold his wood 
and stone cabins to the state. Ralph Usery’s 
cabins were razed. Splan’s Resort was once 
a very busy place there. Vogel’s Resort was 
acquired by the state in 1980.

In 1969, the Nature Interpretive Center 
opened at the park with George Kastler as 
the first naturalist, and in 1982 the park 
dedicated a new office and store building 
close to the dining lodge on the site of the 
original Brice.

Later, the park’s Niangua entrance was 
renamed the Bramwell Entrance in honor 
of Arlie Bramwell.

An additional 1,650 acres of land to the 
south of the current state boundary were 
purchased in November 1988 to provide 
watershed protection for Bennett Spring 
itself as well as the park area. Each year has 
brought more improvements.

Now, at 3,216 acres, the state park that 
arose around Peter Bennett’s spring contin-
ues to delight all comers.
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MID MISSOURIMID MISSOURI
STOCKYARDSSTOCKYARDS

Sale Every Thursday at 11am • Barn: 417-532-9292

Zach & Casey Cox  
417-777-1320

EXIT 123 - off I-44 • 17505 Route 66
Phillipsburg, MO 65722

Visit midmostockyards.com
for Weekly Market Updates

Competitive Buyers!          Competitive Market!          Competitive Commission!

The City of Lebanon began using a new 
customer service platform in 2024.

Developed in partnership with Citibot, 
Truman is an AI-powered solution designed 
to enhance resident engagement and pro-
vide efficient customer service around the 
clock.

Truman offers a web chat assistant 
accessible via the City’s website and a 
text message feature, allowing residents 
to easily get answers to their questions, 
find information on city services, submit 
service requests, send messages to staff, 
and sign up for notifications. The platform 
leverages the latest in generative AI and 
machine learning to provide accurate and 
timely responses.

Residents can access Truman’s web chat 
service on the City’s website, www.lebanon-
missouri.org. The chat icon is located at the 
bottom right of the screen. Clicking on the 

icon opens a chat window where users can 
type in their questions or service requests.

For those who prefer texting, simply text 
“Hello” to (844) 771-4636 (INFO). Truman 
will respond with a greeting and guide users 
on how to interact with the service.

Derek Gean, Communications Manager 
for the City of Lebanon, expressed his en-
thusiasm about Truman’s potential to im-
prove resident engagement. “We are thrilled 
to introduce Truman to our community,” 
Gean said. “This innovative tool will make 
it easier for our residents to connect with 
the city and get the information they need, 
whenever they need it.”

Mayor Jared Carr also shared his support 
for the new platform. “Truman represents a 

significant step forward in our commitment 
to accessibility and transparency,” Mayor 
Carr said. “We are proud to provide our 
residents with a state-of-the-art customer 
service experience.”

Based in Charleston, SC, Citibot LLC 
was founded in 2016 with a mission to 
make cities and counties more accessible. 
Bratton Riley, Citibot’s co-founder and CEO, 
noted the importance of evolving customer 
service expectations.

“People’s expectations of high-quality 
customer service are ever-increasing,” Riley 
said. “Cities like Lebanon are leading the 
way by delivering powerful solutions to 
maximize efficiency and enhance access to 
information and vital services.”

For more information about how Leb-
anon is using Citibot and to experience 
Truman firsthand, visit www.lebanonmis-
souri.org.

City offers customers 
AI-powered assistance 
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D I S C O V E RD I S C O V E R
B E N N E T T B E N N E T T 

S P R I N GS P R I N G
S T A T E  P A R KS T A T E  P A R K
Fall in love with the treasure that 

millions have already found.
Camping (Tent or RV)Camping (Tent or RV)
RestaurantRestaurant
CabinsCabins
Trout FishingTrout Fishing
Bike Riding Bike Riding 
Hiking Hiking 
PicnickingPicnicking
ShippingShipping
Fly Fishing SchoolFly Fishing School
Feed the TroutFeed the Trout
Shelter HousesShelter Houses
PlaygroundPlayground
Nature CenterNature Center

Bennett Spring State Park Bennett Spring State Park 
26248 Hwy 64, Lebanon, MO • 417-532-4307

26248 Hwy 64 A • Lebanon, MO •  417-532-4547 
www.bennettspringstatepark.org

Open Daily at 7amOpen Daily at 7am
• Breakfast • Lunch • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner• Dinner

  Bennett Spring State Park  Bennett Spring State Park
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Breakfast Buffet Saturday & Sunday 7amBreakfast Buffet Saturday & Sunday 7am
Friday Night Buffet 5pmFriday Night Buffet 5pm
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Lebanon Midway Speedway, located 
just outside of town at 22301 Route B, was 
opened in June 2004. It offers good old 
fashioned closed dirt track racing on its 
3/8ths semi-banked oval track. 

The dirt track is owned by Clint Gann 
and Tina LeAnn, who purchased the track 
in 2021. Races are held on Friday nights 
in April through September. Gates open 
at 5 p.m. with hot laps starting at 7 p.m. 
and the race starting at 8 p.m. The track 
hosts POWRi sanctioned races, including  

B-Modifieds and A-Modifieds. Other race 
classes include power, street stocks, Mid-
west modifieds, pure stocks, front wheel 
drive hornets and late models.

For more information, visit www.mid-
wayspeedway.net. 

Lebanon also features the I-44 Speed-
way, which is located at 24069 U.S. Route 
66.  

I-44 features also features races that 
memorialize and pay tribute to members 
of the local racing communities. On their 

website, readers can discover the history of 
local legends like Bill Don Willard and Larry 
Phillips, and read the rules for the races that 
may just help new drivers become legends 
in their own right. 

Hotels close to the I-44 Speedway in-
clude Munger Moss and America’s Best 
Value Inn, and a full list of nearby hotels can 
be found on Visit Lebanon, MO’s website. 

For further details, visit https:/
ww.i44speedway.com.

Let's go racin'
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BUYING OR SELLING BUYING OR SELLING 
YOUR HOME?YOUR HOME?
CALL ELIZABETH COMPTON CALL ELIZABETH COMPTON 
TODAY!TODAY!  417-991-9411417-991-9411

Office 417-991-2BUY 
1410 W. Elm, Lebanon

Christmas on Commercial is a holiday 
tradition started by the businesses of 
Lebanon.

In 2019, the Downtown Business Dis-
trict got together to create a new event to 
celebrate Downtown and the Christmas 
holiday during December. 

Each December since, businesses 
up and down Commercial Street have 
decked their storefronts out with Christ-
mas cheer.

Many businesses also participate in 

fun activities throughout the night. Fam-
ilies can meet Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus, 
tell them what they want for Christmas 
and get photos with the magical couple. 
Activities include a photo booth, live 
music, sleigh rides, cookie decorating 
and dance performances. A highlight is 
the  Light Up Lebanon UTV Parade.

The evening culminates with a Com-
munity Christmas Tree lighting and 
caroling.

Christmas on Commercial
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Transformation 3 Massage
Sue Ellen Calton, LMT/Owner
417-533-1100 • 417-594-1145

140 Booten Ave. • Lebanon, MO 65536

Lebanon 
for your 
continued 
support!

Thank Thank 
YouYou

417-532-5351
514 West Fremont Rd
Lebanon, MO 65536Lebanon South

www.lebanonsouthnursingrehab.com

We’ve dedicated
our lives to yours.
• Professional Medical

Care
• Rehab Services
• Doctor on call 24

hours
• Daily Activities

• Pharmaceutical
Services

• Housekeeping &
Laundry

• Semi-Private &
Private Rooms

(417) 532-0456 or (866) 532-0456

Worry-FreeWorry-Free
PLUMBINGPLUMBING
& HVAC& HVAC
SOLUTIONSSOLUTIONS

1780 West Elm, Lebanon

of Lebanon

The aroma of cowboy cooking fills the 
Laclede County Fairgrounds in May for 
the annual Wagons for Warriors fund-
raiser.

 The annual event is a fundraiser to 
help veterans. 

One recent participant, Kent Rollins, 
held  cooking classes that attracted a 
record number of people. 

As the event began on a Friday, dinner 
was held for the chuck wagon members. 

“We had a nice dinner for the wagon 
people,” organizer Steve Hull said. 

Saturday, cooks started to work about 
5 a.m.

“People started showing up a lot earlier 
this year,” Hull said.  “Each and every line 
at every wagon was just unbelievably 
long. We just had a tremendous crowd,” 
he said.

After the sampling of the food, an 
auction was held.

“Don Ballard, our Medal of honor 
recipient was there and donated one  of 
his Challenge Coins. It brought $3,500,” 
he said.

 The auction brought in $20,000.
“Our auctions have always done good, 

but this was the best one we’ve had,” he 
said. 

The event included performances by 
the Nanticoke Indians from Delaware. 
The South Fork Regulators re-enacted a 
Wild West gunfight. 

Past participants in the event have in-
cluded Dana Bowman, a double amputee 
who parachutes with an American flag 
and Buck Taylor who played Newley on 

"Gunsmoke." Another participant was  
Ballard, a Navy Corpsman and Medal of 
Honor recipient.

Over the years, the event has donated  
to organizations such as Friends of the 
Fort, AUSA, Missouri Patriot Paws and 
bought two USO therapy dogs for Fort 
Leonard Wood and the Fisher House, 
which houses family members of veter-
ans in the hospital for a long stay. They 
also give gift cards to veterans in nursing 
homes.

At a recent Wagons for Warriors, Kent 

Rollins, a Wagons for Warriors mainstay 
and YouTube cooking star with over two 
million subscribers, brought his chuck 
wagon to the event again.

"We put this on our calendar every 
year to come here. It's a great cause for 
great people," Rollins said.

The American flag flew over his chuck 
wagon as he handed out plasticware and 
greeted old fans and some who might 
become new fans after sampling his 
cooking.

Hull said the donation he may be most 

Wagons for Warriors serves up food 
and fun to help out veterans
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proud of are the defibrillators that he said 
have saved at least one life.

One of the wagon participants, Mike 
Bonnett, had a heart attack on the 
grounds in 2019 and passed away.

“We felt if we’d had a defibrillator we 
might have been able to save him, so 
Wagons for Warriors bought and donated 
three defibrillators to the City of Lebanon 
in memory of Mike Bonnett,” he said.

They are located at the Mills Center, 
Civic Center and Heritage Center. 

 “This past year, I was called by a lady, 
and they were having a show at the Civic 
Center. This lady had a heart attack, and 
she wanted me to know our defibrillator 
saved this lady’s life. They thought she 
was gone, then they used the defibrillator 
and she regained a pulse,” he said. “We’re 
very proud of that. I think it’s important 
for the people who sponsor us to know 
that's  where their money goes. They 
helped save a life.”

At this year's event, Nanticoke tribe 
members shared several dances with their 
audience early in the day that ranged 
from traditional to ones that helped chil-
dren score candy. Two of the Nanticoke, 
Herman Jackson and Mike Harmon, 
taught visitors about the tribe’s culture.

“We’re open for questions,” Harmon 
said. “We accept people from all different 
backgrounds and places.” Later, he said, 
“We want people to know that we’re tra-
ditional, and we wear these regalia for a 
purpose. They’re not costumes. Just come 
on out and meet us and have a good time.”

Several veterans’ organizations were 
present to provide information. Melinda 
Ross from the VFW spoke on the poppy 

pins that the group was handing out as 
well as the group’s upcoming activities. 

“Buddy poppies are to support our 
veterans, and the money stays local and 
goes back to our local veterans here in 
Lebanon,” Ross said.

Representatives from other related 
organizations, like National Day of the 
Cowboy, were also present. Bob Demitry 
from NDC spoke on the importance of 
recognizing cowboy culture’s contribu-
tion to the nation’s economy.

“We’re struggling to keep it alive,” 
Demitry said on the organization. He 
later said, “The cowboy has done so much 
for the economy of this country. You can’t 
see them going 75 miles an hour down 

the highway, but they’re there. They’re 
the ones that put the steaks on the table.”

Chuckwagon groups cooked lunch for 
the crowd, and the variety of food consis-
tent with the variety in the waggoneers’ 
place of origins. From Illinois to Texas, 
the waggoneers brought food ranging 
from cowboy stew to roasted pig.

 The event continues each year with 
the help of sponsors.

“We’ve been so blessed to have good 
sponsors, people who are eager to help us. 
We are an all volunteer organization. No 
one on our staff receives pay,” Hull said. 
“It’s good for the veterans, and it’s also 
good for the City of Lebanon.” 
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Wagons for Warriors 

(417) 532-7888
445 N. Jefferson Ave

heltonshomefurnishings.com

Financing
Available with

Approved Credit

Free Delivery

within 60 Miles

Bringing Comfort Home
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©2023 RE/MAX, LLC. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 23_148

RE/MAX Next Generation 417-991-3333
440 W. Elm Street, Lebanon, MO 65536

Ta m m i e  A r m s t r o n g

www.TamsYourHomegirl.com
417-588-5102

BUYING OR 
SELLING

Thinking Of 

Your Home?
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Page
 Printing

Downtown Lebanon Since 1945

We specialize in 
Goof Proof Custom Printing 

with a side of our famous 
Customer Service!

417-532-6232
         .net

Lebanon
P R O P E R T I E S

SE N I OR  C OM M U N I T Y
• 1 Bedroom Apartment
• Full Kitchen
• Free Internet Access
• Community Room
• On-Site Laundry Facilities

WorryLess.Laugh More!

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFO: 417.588.4005
801 ST. LOUIS ST. | LEBANON

RENT BASED
ON INCOME!

You’re gonna love it here!You’re gonna love it here!

 This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

325 W. Commercial • Lebanon • Est. 1912
417-588-1857 • 800-279-5543

www.lacledemutualinsurance.com

has the right property policy for you. Let 
one of our agents assist you today.

Laclede Mutual InsuranceLaclede Mutual Insurance

Lebanon’s Veterans Me-
morial Park proudly dis-
plays artifacts from the 
U.S. military. The park 
display includes a he-
licopter, a tank and a 
30,000-pound ship’s an-
chor.

The anchor is the most 
recent addition to the park. 
It came from the USS Ran-
dolph, a World War II era aircraft 
carrier, which later played a role in 
the space program in the early 1960s, 
including the recovery of an astronaut 
and space capsule. It joins an out-
of-service Bell AH-1 Cobra military 
helicopter and Sherman Tank already 
on display at the Lebanon Veterans' 
Memorial Park

 The anchor was formerly located 
in front of a high school in Kingsport, 
Tenn., where it had been displayed 
since 1994.   

Steve Hull, who organizes the an-
nual Wagons for Warriors fundraiser 
for veterans, said he had wanted to see 
the Navy represented in the Veterans 
Memorial Park.  

“I was looking for an anchor since 
I’m a Vietnam era Navy veteran, and 
I thought we needed something to 
represent the Navy, Coast Guard and 
Marine Corps,” he said. 

Hull contacted naval authorities in 
Washington, D.C. who told him they 
possibly had an anchor available.

“I kept pursuing it, and they had an 
anchor in Tennessee and those people 
were wanting to have it moved, so it 
worked out really good for us,” Hull 
said. “I got a hold of the city, and they 
were interested in having an anchor 
as well.”

 
According to the plaque where the 

anchor was formerly displayed, it was 
part of the USS Randolph, which was 
commissioned in 1944 and decommis-
sioned in 1969. The USS Randolph 
served in the Pacific during World 
War II, surviving a kamikaze attack 
at Ulithi and later joined fleets in the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean. 

The USS Randolph recovered astro-
naut Gus Crissom and returned astro-
naut John Glenn, the first American to 
orbit the earth, to Grand Turk Island 
for his medical exam.

Records show that a man from Leba-
non may have served on the ship. Other 

Veterans Memorial Park features 
anchor, helicopter 
and tank



PAGE 73OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

anchors from this ship are located 
at Toms Run, New Jersey, and at the 
University of Texas in Austin.

 T he helicopter and tank were 
placed on display in   2022. They were  
officially dedicated in a Veterans Day 
ceremony.

The AH-1 Cobra is an attack helicop-
ter developed for the U.S. Army to use 
in the Vietnam War.

For several  decades ,  the AH-1 
formed the core of the U.S. Army's 
attack helicopter fleet, seeing combat 
in Vietnam, Grenada, Panama and the 
Gulf War.

The M4A3E8 is one of the most 
mass-produced versions of the main 
U.S. armored vehicle of the World War 
II period.

This model was used in the Korean 
War and briefly in the Vietnam War.

Members of the Lebanon-area Vet-
erans Memorial Board and city leaders 
worked for more than a decade to make 
the displays a reality.

In late 2021, City leaders received 
word from the U.S. Army that a request 
for the helicopter had been granted.

The Army later said that a tank 
would be available as well.

The helicopter was moved to the City 
of Lebanon in August of 2021. Public 
works crews painted and restored the 
helicopter. The helicopter had been on 
display at the Floyd W. Jones Airport 
while city leaders worked to secure the 
tank and prepare the engineering for 
the display. The anchor was installed 
in the park in June 2023.

The Veterans Memorial Park is 
located on the grounds of the Cowan 
Civic Center at the corner of Wash-
ington and Elm Streets at the city's 
Palmer Park. 
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702 Owens Dr, Lebanon • seebutlereyecare.com
MOST MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Where the Best Eyecare
and Eyewear Come Together

Huge Selection of Name Brand Frames | Sizes & Styles for Kids 
& Adults| Single Vision, Bifocal & Progressive Lenses | Eye Exams 

for Kids, Teens, Adults & Seniors | Regular & Prescription Sunglasses
Sport & Safety Goggles | Contact Lenses

Call Dr. Cylinda Butler
today for an appointment!

(417) 991-3200

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Welcome to Lebanon.  I hope you enjoy this town as 
much as I do.

As your local State Farm® agent, I'll be there whenever 
you need me with Good Neighbor service you can 
count on. Give me a call.

Go with a good
neighbor

Fred Hynes, Agent
533 N Jefferson Ave
Lebanon, MO 65536-2743

Bus: 417-588-2777
fred@fredhynes.com
fredhynes.com
        

Fred J Hynes Ins Agency Inc
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More than 100 soldiers spending their 
Christmas holidays in Missouri got a 
warm welcome to Lebanon for the annual 
Rock the Block event.

They were greeted by cheering and 
flag-waving from Lebanon Boswell el-
ementary students at the Cowan Civic 
Center as they prepared to spend some 
fun time in the city.

Rock the Block is held annually for Fort 
Leonard soldiers who are unable to go 
home for the Christmas holiday season.

They were welcomed to town by Mayor 
Jared Carr and attended a rock concert 
at the Kenneth E. Cowan Civic Center. 
The soldiers were then bused to a local 
restaurant for lunch. Afterwards, they 
were bused back to the civic center for 
an afternoon of go-karting, RC racing, 
cornhole and miniature golf. 

Lebanon Friends of the Fort President 

Friends of the Fort Rocks the Block 
for Fort Leonard Wood soldiers  
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3 Convenient Locations 3 Convenient Locations 
To Serve You!To Serve You!

306 North Jefferson  
1400 South Jefferson 

 1130 Lynn

DISCOUNT TOBACCO

Gas • Beverages • Groceries

Brennon Willard said the concert was 
performed by 7 Dollar Stereo and was fol-
lowed by lunch at Elm Street Eatery. They 
then returned to the Civic Center where 
they rode go karts on an indoor dirt track.

That evening they were taken to the 
Mighty Oak Lodge where they had dinner 
from A Taste of Andy’s and enjoyed music.

Willard said the event is designed to 
provide fun activities for  soldiers who 
have nowhere to spend holiday block 
leave.

“The Fort has a holiday block leave 
where all the military gets to go home 
for the holidays,” he said. “They do that 
every year and there are lots of younger 
kids that don’t have a family, don’t have 
anywhere to go.”

He said the event began in 2019 to give 
these soldiers a fun  day in town.

“We’re hosting about 120 soldiers, 
airmen, sailors and Marines,” he said. He 
said Friends of the Fort sponsors the event 
along with the Fort Leonard Wood AUSA 
(Association of the United States Army), 
and with some assistance from the City 
of Lebanon. 

“Lots of businesses have donated to the 
cause,” Willard said. “A lot people donate 
and step up to make it happen.”

Mayor Carr said the city welcomed the 
opportunity to provide some holiday joy 
for the troops.

"Lebanon has always held a special 
place in its heart for the military and 
veterans,” he said in a statement. “We are 
deeply thankful for the opportunity to 
collaborate with Friends of the Fort, the 
Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Lebanon R3 Schools, and other local orga-
nizations to roll out the red carpet for our 
service members. Providing a day of en-
tertainment for those who couldn't travel 

home for the holidays is just one way we 
show our gratitude. Our partnership with 
Fort Leonard Wood is invaluable, and we 
continually seek ways to strengthen it 
and serve our troops with the honor they 
deserve."

People interested in helping with future 
Rock the Block events may contact Melin-
da Fries at the Lebanon Area Foundation.

“It takes a lot of money and effort to 
make this happen so I want to thank all the 
people who helped us out,” Willard said.
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Now 
offering 

two 
locations

Licensed 
for 

24 infants

Childcare for ages birth to 12 years old
417-532-1001

We are dedicated to providing a safe and welcoming 
place for kids to learn, grow, make friends and have fun!

Quality Care for Kids 
Peace of Mind for Parents

YYoouur r CChhiilldd’’s s FFuuttuurre e SSttaarrtts s IIn n TThhiis s RRoooomm
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Mon.-Fri. 6am-2pm 
Sat. 6am - ? • Closed Sundays

417-532-2044 • 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon

Breakfast, Lunch, Breakfast, Lunch, 
and Dessert!and Dessert!

Body & Glass
588-7939 • 588-3159 • 22115 RT. 66 • LEBANON, MO • INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Starnes Auto

• Auto Body & Paint • Auto Repairs 
• Windshield Repairs • Vehicle Alignments

Voted Laclede County’s 
Best Used Car Dealership!

FOR ALL YOUR BODY & GLASS NEEDS!

483 South Adams, Lebanon, MO • (417) 991-3550
www.brandlawfirmpc.com

When you need
legal representation
Brand Law Firm is the answer.
Contact Lynne Brand today.

BRAND LAW FIRM, PC

Whatever it is, together we can solve it.

Follow Your                    ...

KEVIN SCOTT MBA, RDCS, RVT

To Compassion & Understanding
35 Years & Counting

Heart
• LOWER COST
• 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• REGISTERED CARDIOVASCULAR 

SONOGRAPHER
• ECHOCARDIOGRAMS 

CARDIOVASCULAR SCREENING

639A S. WASHINGTON • 417-209-3785
www.checkmyheartout.com

639 S Washington Ave, Lebanon
(417)532-4HIM (4446) • www.piercedforme.com

is Love
God
John 3:16

Around the third week of November 
each year, Lebanon kicks off its holiday 
season on a Saturday morning by lighting 
up downtown.

Thousands of residents of the city and 
the surrounding area line both sides of West 
Elm Street and North Jefferson Avenue 
as 100-plus floats and other participants 
roll by.

The parade route begins at Boswell Park 
and continues east on Elm Street before 
turning north on Jefferson Avenue and 
eventually ending at Sixth Street.

Santa is 
coming 
to town
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Enjoy the National TV
Advantage!

At National TV, shop your way At National TV, shop your way 
      & live your life worry-free!      & live your life worry-free!

• Good Credit. No Credit. Bad Credit. No 
Problem!

• Service Included While You Rent
• No Long Term Obligation
• Many Payment Options Including 

Online Bill Pay
• 6 Months Same As Cash
• Same Day Delivery
• Quality Name Brand Products
• Shop & Order Online or by Phone

NATIONALTVRENTAL.COMNATIONALTVRENTAL.COM
801 S. JEFFERSON, LEBANON • 417-588-2236

Remembering 
school days in Lebanon

The Lebanon High School Museum  
is now open during some sporting 
events. People can also request to 
view the displays at other times with 
a school pass.

Eddie Smith of the Lebanon High 
School Alumni Association said they 
have been putting displays together 
to tell the story of Lebanon High 
School. 

 He said the class of 1962 closed 
their bank account and gave it to the 
alumni to establish the museum.

“The first phase was built-in dis-
play cases bought with that money 
and we brought in artifacts that 
have been collected over the years 
from different phases of the schools. 
This is stuff that’s been in storage for 
years,” he said.

The museum includes six individ-

ual display cases purchased with 
funds from the memorial of two 
alumni, Jim Bohannon and 
Bonnie Holman Hudson.

Smith said he used the 
cases to create displays with 
the theme, “One Moment 
in Time.” 

“These are moments 
in time that we look back 
on the history of our 
school,” he said. 

One case contains a 
tribute to the career of 
LHS alumni Jim Bohan-
non who was a national-
ly syndicated radio host. 
A 1962 LHS graduate, he 
worked in Lebanon and 
Springfield before starting his 
nightly national broadcast.

Eddie Smith
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PFFS
MED. SUPP.

MAPD

HMO

POS

PDP

MEDICARE

Come see us to compare a variety of 
affordable medicare plans in your area!

Contact: Jeremy Garner, Sarah Smith or 
Bob Garner for all the newest plans available!

417-532-9491 • 1431 N. Jefferson, Lebanon, MO

QUESTIONS QUESTIONS ABOUT  ABOUT  
YOUR YOUR MEDICARE?MEDICARE?

MEDICARE  OPEN ENROLLMENT
OCTOBER 15TH - DECEMBER 7TH

Special enrollment periods for moving to a new area!

MEDICARE, PART D, HEALTH, 
AUTO, HOME & LIFE

AVAILABLE FOR 
• Individuals • Families
• Kids  • Businesses

$$00PREMIUM PLANSPREMIUM PLANS
STILL AVAILABLESTILL AVAILABLE

Garner & Smith
inSurance 

Another display recalls the Lebanon 
High School Band’s 1969 trip to Washing-
ton D.C. to represent Missouri at the inau-
gural parade for President Richard Nixon. 

Another display showcases music that 
was popular in the early 1960s, including 
artists such as Englebert Humperdinck, 
Pat Boone, Elvis Presley and Connie 
Francis.

Another display recalls a favorite teen-
age hangout. 

“Verns’ Malt Shop was on the corner 
of Jefferson and Commercial Street. They 
served the best coneys in the world and 
chili. That’s where all the teenagers went,” 
Smith said. “They didn’t have drive-ins or 
McDonald’s back then.”

The 1961 prom is depicted in another 
display with the dress worn by Pat Rainey, 
Smith’s date for the prom, who was the 
daughter of Principal Ellis Rainey. The 
theme was “an Evening in Paris.” 

There is a banner displaying the school 
mascot from the class of 1968. The artist 
and what it was used for are unknown.

The construction of the fieldhouse from 
1957 is shown in another display. 

“Ernest Breech, the president of Ford 
Motor Company, who was a graduate of 
Lebanon High School, came back to Leb-

anon at the 1957 graduation ceremonies 
and presented the student body president, 
C.E. “Charlie” Brown with $100,000 to 
build the fieldhouse,” Smith said. “It was 
the finest fieldhouse and basketball court 
in southwest Missouri. We were the envy 
of every town around, including Spring-
field,” Smith said. 

The display includes a tribute to the 
first team to play in the fieldhouse in 1958.

Another display recaps the celebration 
of the Lebanon R-3 School District’s 100th 
anniversary.

“We have displayed here the original 
four buildings that stood on the campus 
that are now gone, we have the beautiful 
Alumni Plaza there to remember those 
schools,” he said.

Smith said the group plans to change 
the displays periodically and add new 
items. The  museum is at the north hallway 
of Boswell Auditorium. The Boswell audi-
torium faces the football field so people 
can come in, turn left and they will come 
to the museum.
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Mike Schumacher puts Lebanon policies into action 

Providing support to the City Council 

Mike Schumacher, Lebanon’s city ad-
ministrator, is the person responsible for 
putting the plans and policies of the city's 
elected officials into action. A large part of 
his role is to provide support to the City 
Council.

“They [the council] develop policy and 
direction for the organization,” Schum-
acher said. “It’s my role to make sure that 
that gets done and that the organization 
achieves their overall goals and objectives.”

The city hired Schumacher in 2018. 
Prior to his hiring at the City of Lebanon, 
he worked as assistant city manager for 
Kansas City, Mo. Schumacher noted that 
while his team in Lebanon is smaller than 
his prior team in Kansas City, they faced 
similar challenges.  

“Since joining the team here in Leba-
non, I’m very proud of the direction of the 
organization, the leadership of our elected 
officials and what we’ve been able 
to accomplish as a com-
munity,” Schumacher 
said. “We are one team 
here.”

Schumacher not-
ed his constant 
presence in the 
community as be-
ing part of the job. 

“It is a woven 

and intricate part of the role,” Schumacher 
said. 

The revitalization of Lebanon’s Down-
town District is one of the projects Schum-
acher is proud of, along with the con-
struction of Fire Station 3 and accelerated 
asphalt overlays programs for city streets. 
He said all of these plans came from the 
Citizen Satisfaction Survey, which the city 
uses to determine its needs.

“I think Lebanon as a whole, has a lot to 
be proud of,” Schumacher said. 

Looking to the future, Schumacher plans 
to continue to improve the city’s commu-
nication and transparency as well as to 
further relationships between the city and 
its community partners. One relationship 
he highlighted was between the city and 
local public schools.

“Six years ago, this community did not 
have access to a storm shelter, and now we 
have three storm shelters available to the 
community because of the relationships be-

tween the city and the school,” Schum-
acher said. “Understanding our shared 

goals and visions and where they 
overlap and capitalizing on those. 

If it wasn’t for those relation-
ships and partnerships, they’re all 
investments to the community, 
you wouldn’t see the progress we 
see now.”

Schumacher noted that Project 2040, 
the city’s newly adopted comprehensive 
plan, provided direction for the city’s goals. 

“Those are not things that are going 
to happen overnight, but there’s some 
low-hanging fruit, some really great oppor-
tunities there,” Schumacher said. One of 
which, Schumacher notes, is the city’s push 
to improve as a medical hub in the region 
by collaborating with healthcare providers 
and other partners.

Speaking of  his professional relation-
ship with Mayor Jared Carr, Schumacher 
said he was pleased with the mayor’s 
leadership.

“He has provided leadership to this com-
munity for several years,” Schumacher said. 
“He is a great leader. He runs a business. 
He understands multiple sides of every 
challenge and opportunity and is willing to 
talk through them to try to build consensus. 
And that’s what’s key.”

In his closing remarks, Schumacher 
spoke to visitors and newcomers to Leb-
anon. 

“Lebanon is what you want to make of 
it,” Schumacher said. “If you come to Leb-
anon, enjoy yourself, see everything this 
community has to offer.” 

Mike Schumacher, City Administrator



PAGE 81OUR TOWN, YOUR TOWN 2024-2025

2024
Membership Listing

320 Pawn Exchange 
(417) 991-2092

A Taste of Andy's/Andy's 417 
Catering 

(417) 533-5353
Advanced Dental  

(417) 588-2555
Allen & Rector, P.C. 

(417) 532-8300
Alpha Media KJEL - FM KBNN- 

AM 
(417) 532-9111
Amazon Hub 

(417) 848-0920
America's Car-Mart of Lebanon 

(417) 532-2831
American Family Insurance - 

Christy Fera Agency LLC 
(417) 588-3261

American Red Cross of Southern 
Missouri 

(417) 832-9500
ARC Physical Therapy + 

(417) 657-8000
Arvest Bank 

(417) 533-3886
Avenue & Home powered by Keller 

Williams Greater Springfield 
(417) 664-1113

Barbara Morgans Photography 
(417) 718-6564

Bay's Chiropractic 
(417) 532-6251

Bear Trailer Manufacturing, Inc. 
(417) 286-3300

Bennett Spring Inn 
(417) 588-9110

Bennett Spring State Park / 
Missouri State Parks  

(417) 532-4338
*Boat Town Brewing 

(417) 532-2772
Brickhouse Grill 
(417) 991-3312

Bryan Properties - The Timbers 
(417) 864-6303

Building Blocks Learning Center of 
Lebanon LLC 
(417) 532-1001

Bust'Em Boatworks & Powersports 
(855) 428-7836

C & C Farm and Home Supply 
#150 

(417) 532-7158
Cackle Hatchery, LLC 

(417) 664-2949
Cambarloc Engineering & 

Manufacturing, Inc 
(417) 532-4601

Carey Heitman - State Farm 
(417) 588-1555

Central Bank | Mortgage and 
Central Trust Company 

(573) 302-2418
Central Missouri Foster Care & 

Adoption Association 
(573) 298-0258

Central Ozarks Medical Centers 
(877) 406-2662

Central Ozarks Private Industry 
Council 

(573) 201-1143
Century 21 Laclede Realty 

(417) 588-1200
Chen's Chinese Super Buffet & 

Hibachi 
(417) 991-3777

Chops Barbershop/Chops Beauty 
Shop 

(417) 531-2263
Cigars & Scotch  
(417) 493-8141

City of Lebanon 
(417) 532-2156
Claws & Paws 
(417) 532-9671

Clement Truck Driving Academy 
(417) 532-3331

Clifton's Westside Café 
(417) 532-7742

Commerce Bank  
(417) 533-3836

Commercial Street Studio 
(417) 322-4939

Community Baptist Church 
(417) 532-8421

Community Blood Center of the 
Ozarks 

(417) 830-1910
COPE of Lebanon - Domestic 

Violence Shelter & Agency 
(417) 533-5201

Copeland Commercial & 
Residential Solutions 

(417) 588-8717
Cornerstone Subs & Pizza 

(417) 588-3616
Covell 

(417) 531-5677
CoxHealth Center Lebanon  

(417) 532-8700
Cross Creek Church 

(417) 650-0647
Crosslines Ministry, Inc. 

(417) 588-3559
Crow Paint & Glass  

(417) 532-3551
David Krisher Photography  

(417) 718-9454
David Layman Insurance Group 

(417) 533-5444
Denari Bridal and Boutique 

(417) 531-2090
DIESEL Motorsports

1-816-810-6287
Direct Primary Care Clinics 

(417) 531-0410
DT Engineering 
(417) 532-2141

Eastburn Veterinary Services 
(417) 532-4971

Ed Morse Auto Group 
(417) 532-3114

 

Edward Jones - Cheryl Colson  
(417) 991-3604

Edward Jones - Jaiden Schmitz 
(417) 588-2286

Edward Jones - Jeffrey Myers 
(417) 532-2687

Edward Jones - Steve Kueny 
(417) 588-2286

Elevate Lebanon 
(573) 340-3302

*EnVizion Accounting & Payroll 
Services LLC 
(417) 991-3877

*Evergreen Investments 
(417) 664-1313

Factory Connection 
(417) 532-2454

Fidelity Communications 
(417) 991-2800

First Baptist Church 
(417) 532-7168

First State Community Bank 
(417) 532-2151

First State Insurance Agency 
(417) 588-4121

First United Methodist Church
1-417-532-7153

Flat Branch Home Loans 
(417) 664-1681
foreStar, LLC 
(417) 818-9818

*Fort Wood Hotels by Ehrhardt 
Properties 

(573) 451-3203
Forum Dental  
(417) 532-7166

*Fred Hynes - State Farm 
Insurance 

(417) 588-2777
Freedom Home Crafters 

(417) 532-7768
Frog Printing 
(417) 650-6278

Galleria Fine Jewelry 
(417) 532-9766

Garner & Smith Insurance 
(417) 532-9491

GFL Environmental, Inc 
(417) 426-5001

Ginger Wellness 
(417) 322-6460

Good Shepherd Hospice 
(417) 881-9111

Graven Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 
(417) 532-3157

Great American Title Company 
(417) 532-7189

Great Life Golf & Fitness 
(417) 532-2901

Great Southern Bank 
(417) 532-9168

Hamilton Financial Planning LLC 
(417) 464-3247

Happy Trails RV Park 
(417) 533-7530

Heartland Antique Mall 
(417) 532-9350

Helton's Home Furnishings, Inc 
(417) 532-7888

*Heritage Bank of the Ozarks 
(417) 532-2265
Hicksco LLC 

(417) 991-7123
Hidden Valley Outfitters

417-533-5628
Hogan Land Title  

(417) 532-5333
Holman-Howe Funeral Home  

(417) 532-4061
Hughes Senior Center 

(417) 532-3040
Ice Cream Factory 

(573) 723-4178
*Infuze Credit Union  

(573) 329-8808
Integrity Home Care & Hospice 

(417) 307-0891
*Jacobsen Appliances, Inc 

(417) 532-7152
Jared Management, LLC 

(417) 877-7900
Joker Welding & Supply 

(417) 991-9353
Jonesy's Travel Center 

(417) 588-2281
Jordan Valley Community Health 

Center 
(417) 334-8337

Jude's Coffee Company 
(417) 718-3412

June & Beyond Boutique  
(417) 532-7467

Justice Furniture MFG 
(417) 532-6136

Kids' Harbor, Inc.  
(573) 348-6886

Kiwanis Club of Lebanon, Inc 
(417) 588-1000

L-Life Food Pantry 
(417) 991-3663

Laclede Association for 
Developmental Disabilities 

(417) 588-1577
Laclede County Drug Council, Inc 

(417) 650-6118
Laclede County Fair 

(417) 718-6752
*Laclede County Government 

Center 
(417) 532-5471

Laclede County Health Department 
(417) 532-2134

Laclede County Landlords 
Association  

(417) 532-4035
Laclede County Republican 

Central Committee
Laclede County Shrine Club 

(417) 344-8918
*Laclede Electric Cooperative 

(417) 532-3164
Laclede Industries 

(417) 991-1599

* Friends of the Fort Members
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Laclede Literacy Council 
(417) 532-6697

Laclede Mutual Insurance 
(417) 588-1857
Lake Movers 

(573) 375-0266
Lake Printing Co 

(573) 346-0600
Lake Regional Health System 

(573) 302-2858
Lane Change 

(417) 991-3727
Lebanon Area Foundation  

(417) 532-8868
Lebanon Art Guild 

(907) 227-9019
Lebanon Cleaning Crew 

(417) 650-0301
Lebanon Concert Association  

(573) 741-2142
Lebanon Downtown Optimist Club  

(417) 588-2219
Lebanon Family Church  

(417) 533-3655
Lebanon Family Dentistry, LLC 

(417) 588-1690
Lebanon Family YMCA 

(417) 588-1177
Lebanon Host Lions Club 

(417) 532-6502
Lebanon I-44 Speedway 

(417) 532-2060
Lebanon Laclede County Library  

(417) 532-2148
Lebanon Missouri Main Street Inc 

(417) 344-2040
Lebanon North Nursing & Rehab 

(417) 531-5687
Lebanon Publishing Company  

(417) 532-9131
Lebanon Pump & Drilling Inc. 

(417) 589-2023
*Lebanon R3 School District 

(417) 657-6001
Lebanon Ready Mix, Inc 

(417) 532-6179
*Lebanon Regional Economic 

Development, Inc 
(417) 533-5627

Lebanon Special Road District #1 
(417) 532-2308

Lebanon-Laclede County Route 66 
Society 

(417) 594-2046
LHS Alumni Association 

(417) 288-2574
Lifepoint Lebanon 

(417) 991-2911
Lowe's Home Improvement 

(417) 588-6970
LSK Lebanon, Inc 

(417) 588-3550
*Mercy Hospital Lebanon 

(417) 533-6100
Metaltech Products, Inc. 

(417) 426-5577

MFA Farmers Produce Exchange  
(417) 532-3174

Mid-Missouri Bank  
(417) 588-1000

Mid-Missouri Insurance 
(417) 532-5800

Mike Light Insurance Agency 
(417) 588-2219

Missouri Cooperage 
(417) 657-7053

Missouri Job Center - Lebanon 
(417) 532-6146

Missouri Ozark's Community 
Action, Inc (MOCA) 

(573) 765-3263
Missouri Pet Breeders Association 

(417) 718-4182
Missouri Small Business 

Development Center 
(573) 693-9010

Missouri State University 
(417) 532-0518

Missouri State University - 
Lebanon Alumni Chapter 

(417) 836-5654
Missouri University Extension - 

Laclede County 
(417) 532-7126

My Networks LLC 
(417) 501-9138

National TV Sales and Rental 
(417) 532-3737

Neighborhood's Home 
Improvement Store 

(417) 533-5080
Noble Drug & Compounding 

(417) 344-0586
Northridge Place  

(417) 532-9793
*NRO Canoe Rental & 

Campground 
(417) 532-6333

On Point Design LLC 
(417) 588-7254

Oncology Hematology Associates 
(417) 860-2394

Optimized Health and Integrative 
Medicine  

(417) 533-4355
Out of the Blue Travel, LLC 

(417) 761-TRIP
Owen Sandblasting 

(417) 588-1338
Ozark Empire Realty 

(417) 312-9378
Ozark Fiber

866 MY-OZARK
Ozarks Technical Community 

College 
(417) 447-4842

Page Office Supply  
(417) 532-4012
Page Printing  
(417) 532-6232

*Phoenix Home Care & Hospice 
(417) 344-8001

 

Pillar Insurance 
(417) 532-6050

Platinum Shears Salon  
(417) 533-7855

Premier Auto Rebuilders & Truck 
Salvage, LLC
417-532-5555

PrimeLending - Karen Rust 
(417) 616-0777

Project 360 Youth Services, Inc.
1-417-718-2828

Rachel's Bail Bonds 
(417) 650-4757

Ramsey Solutions 
(417) 827-2353

Reba's Family Care LLC 
(417) 664-0760

Regional Hospice - Lebanon 
(417) 532-5139

Results Advertising  
(417) 533-7741

Riverfront Campground & Canoe 
LLC 

(417) 588-3386
Robinson Outdoor LLC 

(573) 768-8100
Rocky Rolled Ice Cream and Treats 

LLC 
(417) 657-2099

Rotary Club of Lebanon 
(417) 533-2452

RR Contracting LLC 
(417) 991-3897

S&H Farm Supply, Inc 
(417) 288-4111

Safe Haven Life Insurance 
(417) 664-1564

Shadel's Colonial Chapel  
(417) 532-6161

Shepherd Hills Factory Outlet, Inc 
(417) 532-7000

Shoe Sensation, Inc 
(417) 532-1131

Smith & Gustafson LLC 
(417) 588-3221

Snicklefritz Boutique 
(417) 664-0161

Socket
1-800-762-5383

Spring Holler- Wedding Venue 
(417) 531-0337

Still Waters Farm 
(573) 452-1261

Stronghold Inspections & Pumping 
(417) 818-9524

Summit Natural Gas 
(800) 927-0787

Summit Taekwondo 
(417) 718-3308
Super 8 Motel 
(417) 588-2574
Sweno Visuals 
(417) 718-1569

T H Rogers Lumber Company 
(417) 532-9181

 

T's Redneck Steakhouse 
(417) 532-3519

Tap That Mini Golf 
(417) 991-3383

Terra Veterinary Service 
(417) 532-9147
The Del's Corp 
(810) 232-2618

The Durham Company 
(417) 532-7121

The Hive By Honey Creek Media 
(573) 645-6317

The Mebruer Law Firm  
(417) 532-3177

The Rusty Rooster Marketplace 
LLC 

(417) 718-9136
The Salvation Army 

(417) 532-5135
Titan Media Worx 

(417) 493-8141
Torres Art & Design 

(417) 650-5782
Tower Loan 

(417) 532-4805
True Construction, Inc 

(417) 588-3235
True Wellness 
(417) 533-4104

Ultimate Challenge Production 
(870) 224-5774

*UMRSCHLKR BURGER 
COMPANY 

(417) 531-7200
US Bank - Business Banking 

(417) 588-4111
*VFW Post 4107 
(417) 532-2627
Vidies Catering 
(417) 588-5452

Vintage Flower Market 
(417) 991-2008

Virtual Advantage 
(866) 850-5352

Vision Source Dr. Michael 
Montgomery 

(417) 532-2509
Walters, Staedtler & Allen LLC 

(417) 532-5941
Waterman & Associates, LLC 

(417) 532-7135
Whirlwind Ranch 

(417) 533-5280
*Willard Asphalt Paving, Inc 

(417) 532-7107
Willard Quarries, Inc 

(417) 532-7107
Wonderland Camp 

(573) 392-1000
WT Vernon Housing Corporation  

(417) 532-9733
York Diesel Performance, LLC 

(417) 532-3900
Young Signs, LLC 

(417) 718-5163

* Friends of the Fort Members

2024
Membership Listing



417-991-3333
440 W. Elm Street • Lebanon MO

BUYING OR SELLING?

RESIDENTIAL
LAND - 2ND HOME

COMMERCIAL
FORECLOSURES

ALL REAL ESTATE!

 417-532-4041

Call   

 Selling Lebanon since 2007!

Shelly
Today!

SHELLY HENDRIX 
 ABR, CRS, GRI, MRP, RENE, SRS RRS, RCC 



Committed to Lebanon.

Committed to You.
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What started out as a one-

time fun golfing event has 

ended up being one of Laclede 

County’s longest lasting efforts 

for the community. Since it be-

gan in 1998, the FSCB Charity 

Golf Classic has raised more 

than $1 million for Laclede 

County. 

Merri Hess, FSCB Charity 

Golf Classic Tournament Direc-

tor, announced Wednesday that 

this year’s 25th annual Charity 

Golf Classic raised $23,000, 

which was donated back to 

Laclede County charities.

This year ’s proceeds of 

$23,000 was divided among 

selected organizations that 

serve those  most in need of a 

hand up, including children, 

families, senior citizens, people 

with disabilities at risk students, 

animals and the sick.

Receiving $1,500 were:

Area backpack programs, 

which provide children and 

families with food on the week-

ends, each received $1,500. First 

Christian Church Shepherd’s 

Packs serving Lebanon and Joel 

E. Barber schools and Family 

Church serving Laclede Coun-

ty R-1 (Conway) Schools will 

be able to better feed families 

with their donations, especially 

during Christmas break and 

when school is not in session.

L-Life Food Pantry will use 

their $1,500 donation for food to 

help in their efforts to stabilize 

stressed family households with 

food assistance, better nutrition 

and guidance toward building 

stronger families as well as help 

feed the homeless population in 

Laclede County.

Mercy Health Foundation 

will use their $1,500 donation 

for transportation, prescriptions 

and other services to help local 

residents in need through their 

Helping Hands program.

Lebanon Host Lions Club 

will use the $1,500 donation 

for their Vision/Sight project 

that helps children, seniors and 

veterans who could not afford 

to get eye exams, eye glasses 

and eye surgeries.

Joel E. Barber School will use 

their $1,500 donation for stu-

dent needs that arise through-

out the year, such as food, sports 

shoes and other items.

Receiving $1,000 were:

Lebanon Courage Bowling 

Team, a local Special Olympics 

team, will use their $1,000 dona-

tion for an adaptive ramp and 

tournament expenses.

Lebanon Rotary Club’s 

“Koats for Kids” received 

$1,000 to go towards their effort 

to provide warm winter coats 

to children.

The Conway Senior Center 

and The Hughes Senior Center 

both received $1,000 for their 

meal programs. 

The Lebanon Laclede County 

Library will use their $1,000 do-

nation for the purchase of more 

large print books, one of their 

most popular and requested 

collections.

The Lebanon Kiwanis Club 

will be able to take kids shop-

ping for new warm clothes 

at Christmas with the $1,000 

donation they received.

Share Your Christmas will 

use their $1,000 to help Laclede 

County families and children in 

need, as well as the elderly and 

disabled at Christmas.

Live2Give Hope provides 

free resources for Laclede 

County foster families. Their 

$1,000 donation will go toward 

they programs they administer 

for foster children and families, 

including Fostering Hope Clos-

et, Paving the Way, Kids Night 

Out and Safe Mo Kids.

OATS will use their $1,000 

donation towards discounted 

fares for Laclede County riders.

$1,000 will help with food, 

shelter, veterinary services and 

other needs at Paws & Claws 

Animal Adoption Center.

COPE will put their $1,000 

donation towards their new 

building fund.

The Lebanon Downtown Op-

timist Club will put their $1,000 

towards their BLOCK program 

(Bringing Local Opportunities 

to Connect Kids) which funds 

youth-based projects within the 

community.

With their $1,000 donation, 

Shop With a Cop will be able 

to provide more gifts for under-

privileged and at-risk children 

in Laclede County while teach-

ing them that law enforcement 

officers can be trusted and 

depended on in a time of crisis.

The Diaper Bank of the 

Ozarks will be able to provide 

Laclede County with 5,000 dia-

pers from their $1,000 donation, 

which will be distributed to 

the Pregnancy Support Center, 

Crosslines, COPE, Salvation 

Army and the Laclede County 

Health Department.

Funds for the donations were 

raised through sponsorships, 

team entry fees, contests on the 

golf course and a raffle.

According to Hess, “The real 

champions of this tournament 

are the businesses who did 

sponsorships or put in a team 

and the individuals who joined 

us for a fun day of golf, all done 

to show their support for our 

community and these local 

organizations who desperately 

need  donations during these 

uncertain times. Given how 

frequently businesses are asked 

for donations and the economy, 

that truly makes them cham-

pions.”
She thanked this year ’s 

sponsors: Missouri Cooperage, 

Mercy-Lebanon, Shadel’s Colo-

nial Chapel, Carmeco, Results 

Advertising, Backwater Jacks, 

National TV & Rental, DT En-

gineering, Jonesy Travel Center, 

Metaltech and Holman-Howe. 

Steve Hite, regional president 

of First State Community Bank 

said the Golf Classic is one the 

bank’s biggest events.

“Our community has been 

incredibly supportive of the 

bank over the years, as well 

as to the other businesses and 

individuals that contribute. 

This fundraising event is a great 

way to give back and help make 

Laclede County a better place to 

live and work. We make every 

effort to take care of our own 

and have fun doing it. Giving 

back to Laclede County is what 

we do and we plan to keep do-

ing it,” Hite said.

LCR Staff | re
porter@laclederecord.com

Presenting checks from the First State Community Bank 

Golf Classic is Regional Bank President Steve Hite. 

Lebanon Police Sgt. Josh Fulton accepts a check for 

Shop With a Cop from Steve Hite of First State Com-

munity Bank.

Conway Senior Center Administrator Ann Barker and 

Senior Center President Jerry Clark.

Erin Budolfson and Valissa Howe of Lebanon Courage.

Hughes Senior Center board members Patricia Chesnut, 

Administrator Kassidy Kreuer and Jeremy Garner.

Optimist Vice-President Katie Massey and board 

member Travis Townsend.

Karla Lowe Phelps accepts a check for the Diaper Bank.

L-Life Food Pantry development director and warehouse 

manager Angela Fries.

COPE board member Debbie Cantrell and COPE 

Executive Director Judy Kile.

Coats for Kids Coordinator Heather Officer and Rotary 

President Brad Armstrong.

Jean Ellen Tapp, member of the Share Your Christmas 

Board of Directors accepts a check.

LIve2Give Hope Director and board member Laura 

Angst Gartin.

Karen Simpson-Neasby, Executive Director of Mercy 

Helping Hands.

Rachelle Jennings and Kyle Starnes of the Joel E, Barber 

School District accept a check.

Kiwanis Club board member Dr. Laura O’Quinn.

Library Director Tina Chaney accepts a check for the 

Lebanon Laclede Library.

FSCB 

GOLF CLASSIC

Donatio
ns

Tom Watkins and Debbie Cantrell accept a check for 

the Lions Vision projects.

Local driver Tim Wynn accepts a check for OATS.

Susan Atteberry accepts a check for Shepherd’s Packs.

Left,  Terrie Reece, volunteer and member of the board,  

and Linda Blackmore, President of the Claws and Paws 

Board accept a check.

• Bank • Financial Institution• Mortgage/Home Loan Provider • Auto Loan Provider

VOTED LACLEDE COUNTY’S BEST

FOR THE THIRD YEAR IN A ROW!


