H{A«e]:p] Lebanon | Stoutland | Conway

o

“

e 4
1o v
s )
ST e
Y ’ ‘
i‘;';'i;‘:.\: 7 oyt
7,11" o ‘/ -~
= A

o o : ‘

RS i WAl &
prg i ;t.,r,;‘
ks 7 N A\ '*\J ]

s, s o | )

A o

§ FEBRUARY 15-22, 2025

R S5O0 F
o : J,O;'llé\‘\\)\

Learning toDo, Doing to Learn,

Every year, FFA chapters across the nation

come together to celebrate National FFA
Week. It's a chance to highlight what FFA is

all about and the positive influence it has

on members every day.
There's no better way to show your P

support than by participating in FFA Week!
Whether in person, over the phone, or on

social media, make sure to share your FFA
experiences during #FFAweek!

FEBRUARY 15-22, 2025

MOVING
AGRICULTURE

FORWARD Lebanon « 1680 W Elm « (417) 532-7158
Farmgtione - Bolivar « 3260 S Springfield Ave » (417) 326-2436

y N WWW.CANDCFARMANDHOME.COM 'f
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Proud to support the future -
chemists, veterinarians, government
officials, entrepreneurs, bankers,
international business leaders,
teachers and premier professionals

in many career fields.

| believe in the future of agriculture, with a faith born not of words but
of deeds — achievements won by the present and past generations of
agriculturists; in the promise of better days through better ways, even as
the better things we now enjoy have come to us from the struggles of
former years.

| believe that to live and work on a good farm, or to be engaged
in other agricultural pursuits, is pleasant as well as challenging;
for [ know the joys and discomforts of agricultural life and hold
an inborn fondness for those associations which, even in hours of
discouragement, | cannot deny.

| believe in leadership from ourselves and respect from others.

| believe in my own ability to work efficiently and think clearly,
with such knowledge and skill as | can secure, and in the ability of
progressive agriculturists to serve our own and the public interest in
producing and marketing the product of our toil.

| believe in less dependence on begging and more power in
bargaining; in the life abundant and enough honest wealth to help
make it so—for others as well as myself; in less need for charity and more
of it when needed; in being happy myself and playing square with those
whose happiness depends upon me.

| believe that American agriculture can and will hold true to the best
traditions of our national life and that | can exert an influence in my home
and community which will stand solid for my part in that inspiring task.

MFA Agri Services is proud to support all
Future Farmers of America members.

OLD TRADITIONS
for the next MFA
GENERATIONS! AGRI SERVICES

(417) 532-3174 - 225 S. Jefferson, Lebanon - Conway - Richland - Grovespring
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JACK SILBERBERG
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

For Lebanon’s Future Farmers of
America chapter, advisor Tommy
Inman says that the program never
really stops, but there are busier peri-
ods than others, such as this spring’s
upcoming contest season.

Freshmen arrive on the scene in Sep-
tember and wade into agriculture classes,
the first of three pillars the program rests on:
classroom instruction, FFA, and Supervised
Agricultural Experiences. The program cur-
rently has around 250 members, which Inman
said is a sign of growth.

“We can tie all those things together and it makes us
awell-rounded individual for agriculture,” Inman said.

Inman explained that there were three main path-
ways: agronomy and plant science, animal science, and
mechanics. He said that there has been a 33 percent
increase in agriculture mechanics, which he guessed
was due to the takeoff of precision equipment in the
field and learning curve.

Juniors get their OSHA 10 cards this year, which
Inman says will help with job placement. The program
also plans to train students on a newly purchased fork-
lift to secure their forklift license. He said the shop has
been full of students completing projects.

On the FFA side, freshmen begin earning their
Greenhand FFA Degrees and the sophomores their
Chapter FFA Degrees in September. State FFA Degree
applications and contests begin in the spring.

The contests students choose to participate in depend
on their career path. Students this year are competing in
events like horse judging, dairy cattle judging, agricul-
ture mechanics and agronomy. These contests are held
throughout the state beginning in March, with districts
and state competitions in April.

Contest preparation is integrated into classroom in-
struction, and Inman said that students will be “experts”
(for high schoolers) in the field they plan to compete in.

Freshmen officially begin their SAEs in January. In-
man said that these can include experiments, careers,
and individual businesses. As they progress through
high school, they use the skills they learn in the classes
to further develop their projects.

The program went on an Ag Industry Tour this fall
to explore agriculture outside of Missouri. The group
toured feedyards, King Ranch and other parts of Texas.
Inman noted the differences in climate as well as land
and territory, as ones that impressed themselves upon

Senior Emily Hopkins showing off a steer at the 2024
Laclede County Fair.
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Students learn how to groom a dog in their veterinar-
ian science class.

LEARNING TO DO, DOING TO LEARN, EARNING TO LIVE, LIVING TO SERVE.

Lebanon FFA prepares for the future

students.

FFA degrees are certifications
that have different requirements.
The Greenhand Degree requires enroll-
ment in FFA and the recitation of the
organization’s creed, and the Chapter

Degree requires a year in the agri-
culture and a five minute-minimum
presentation in front of their peers.

Other events included basketball
and softball tournaments, an ice cream
social, and participation in the Laclede
County Fair.
To kick off National FFA Week, the Lebanon
Chapter has the following schedule: Cedar Ridge
Freewill Baptist Church in Long Lane on Sunday,
nothing on Monday (no school), a small activity
after school Tuesday, Drive Anything but a Car on
Wednesday, a FFA-led community dinner on Thurs-
day, and a trip to BigShots in Springfield for students
on Friday.

“And then it'll be contests from there on out,” Inman
said.

Since the students run the FFA pillar with Inman and
the other instructors in an advisory role, Inman said that
the seniors are leaders both in the FFA side as officers
and in the classroom, where they set the example.

Hayley Miller, another instructor in the program,
reported high activity levels, numbers, and State Degree
applications. She noted that the program’s students are
involved in a variety of other extracurricular activities
and that the students will get to choose what they will
make of it.

Caleb Falzone is a new instructor at the district as
of January and has so far overseen State FFA Degree
applications and student projects like those in the shop.
Falzone is currently finishing up school at the Universi-
ty of Missouri and reported a smooth transition.

Falzone became an agriculture teacher after seeing
the impact they have on their students and the way they
can provide students with practical education. He raises
cattle and horses on his own property.

With over a decade in advising Lebanon’s agriculture
program, Inman says while the content has updated, the
mission stays the same: embedding moral skills and the
importance of agriculture in the community.

“I believe agriculture is still the backbone of Ameri-
ca,” Inman said. “You've always heard that saying: “You
need a lawyer, you need a doctor, you need a banker,
but you're going to need a farmer at least three times a
day.” We put food on people’s tables and it’s a sacrifice
to do that.”

There’s no better way to teach
your “chick” responsibility
than helping raise a chick!

CHICK SEASON™

Proud Supporters
of our Area

NEW HOLLAND

FFA Chapters
'Cackle Hatchery®

417-532-4581
& kﬂ 411 W. Commercial, Lebanon
s www.cacklehatchery.com

Fdrin Sdpply, Inc.

2440 Evergreen Pkwy
Lebanon, MO 65536
417-288-4111

www.SandHCountry.com
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. Left to right: Junior Emma Jones, sophomore Maddie Kreuer, freshmen Jodey
Members participated in and ran a labor auction at the fair. John Sanwald ulti- Starmer and Cayda Cromer and junior Bee Russell made it to districts in the
mately purchased the tractor donated by the Morgan family. Area Fall Speaker contest.

7} [Ty

Lebanon FFA members
attended the state con-
vention in spring 2024.

AG EDUCATION
INITIATIVE

i !

Y
GEDUCELS
2 RmAT
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INVESTING
IN FUTURE
LEADERS

] MID-MISSOURI BANK

]

417-588-1000 | MidMoBank.com | 278 N. Jefferson, Lebanon, MO 65536 Fbic
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Chapter attendees at the 2023 National Convention.
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PAINT & GLASS
Your Full Service Paint Center

Color Matching * Expert Advice
Knowledgeable Salespeople

Your Glass Specialist

Insulated Household Windows/Repair
Complete Vehicle Window Services

Shower Doors

417-532-3551
PAINTS

WWW.crowpaint.com
Corner City Rt. 66 and Jackson
Lebanon, MO
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Members Kylee Johnson, Gracie Gilby, Baylyn Wil-
liams and Marissa Gress at the Fort Worth Stock-
yards during the chapter’s Ag Industry Tour in
October.
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worker career pathway.

Brian Wade with Laclede Electric Cooperative informs students about the line-

Independent
Trus_ted 'Insutgnce
Choice® Agent’

David
Layman

Insurance Group, LLC

Auto, Business, Farm, Health, Home & Life

417.533.5444

2021 S. Jefferson Ave. Suite B

®

Agent: Joshua Layman
jlayman@davidlaymaninsurancegroup.com

Agent: David Layman
dlayman@davidlaymaninsurancegroup.com

PROUD SUPPORTERS
OF ALL OUR
AREA FFA CHAPTERS.

Custom blending & spreading

~* Quality products
e Competitive prices
¢ Personalized service
¢ Pick up fertilizer as needed
¢ Delivery available

\ A\
AR

i\ Yol L
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LEBANON FARM CENTEh

417-532-7051
212 South Jackson e Lebanon, MO
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The future of agriculture depends on our hard work today. That’s why we're
proud to support the National FFA Organization and help inspire the next
generation of agriculture dreams.

SUPPORTING
THE FARMERS
OF TOMORROW

Christy Fera, Agent
Christy Fera Agency LLC
266 S Jefferson Ave Unit B
(417) 588-3261
cfera@amfam.com

25
AMERICAN FAMILY 2 on0 0
| INSURANCE SUPPORT
Insure carefully, dream fearlessly.
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LEARNING TO DO, DOING TO LEARN, EARNING TO LIVE, LIVING TO SERVE.

Jocelynn Newell working with her show lamb. She
also shows market swine and horses.

Aliyah Jones has grown her bee SAE through various
local and national grants over the past four years.

/4 { % ARARILIL

Aleigh Hanlon is new to the SAE realm, but she start-
ed her own raised bed garden at home to provide
fresh fruits and vegetables for her family.

| E ‘ \ "&.— :;:
While at the National FFA Convention, some mem-
bers picked apples at a U-Pick Apple Orchard.

Proud Supporter

of all our

FFA Chapters

Serving Laclede County's
Conservation Needs...
Since 1967

Laclede County Soil & Water
Conservation District

1242 DEADRA DRIVE,
LEBANON + 532-6305

FFA members receiving awards at last year’s chapter banquet.

Stoutland FFA
looks towards state contests

JACK SILBERBERG
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

As soon as school starts,
Stoutland FFA advisor Zane
Lowrance said, the busy sea-
son is back on for his students.

“Typically, we start back
pretty heavy in September,” Low-
rance said.

Fall events include Barnwarming
among other social events. The group
also attended the organization’s national
convention, took Ag Industry Tours to facilities
such as a shrimp farm and fundraised for the program.

After a successful contest season last year, Lowrance
says the chapter is poised to push for state achievements.

He noted that this year’s officer team is as strong as
the best of his past teams and provides leadership in
competitions and in the chapter. Lowrance’s hope was
that the chapter’s contest teams in forestry, floriculture,
dairy foods, poultry as well as nursery and landscape
would compete at the state level.

Lowrance organizes his teams with the goal of hav-
ing more than the required four students on each, as he
believes this encourages competition, mentorship and
cooperation as well as increases the likelihood of the
team’s success.

Stoutland hosts its own contest in March. Its Career
Development Event hosts nine contest areas: equine,
agronomy, dairy food, entomology, floriculture, forest,
livestock, nursery, and poultry. The contest attracts about
one thousand students from across Missouri.

Alongside contest season is the organization’s state
convention, where students earn proficiency awards
related to the fields that they usually compete in. These
require the completion of record books and can come
with plaques, certificates and cash prizes.

Lowrance reported the following Area 13 proficiency
results:

Aliyah Jones (first in Specialty Animal Production,
second in Ag Processing), Kaden Morgan (first in sheep
production), Jocelynn Newell (first in Ag Education),
Michael Kincaid (second in Wildlife Management),
Harlee Matthews (third in Landscape Management),
and Mallory Shaw (fourth in Small Animal Production).

Those who receive first place will be recognized on
the state convention stage.

Before contest season begins, the chapter’s officers
organize pep events for National FFA Week: Monday is
Camo Day, Tuesday is Hillbilly or Farmer Day, Wednes-
day is Tractor and Tractor Apparel Day, and Thursday is
FFA Colors Day. The district’s four-day schedule allows
students to prepare for Saturday’s contest on Friday.

Freshmen are usually nervous for the first contest, but
Lowrance said that it helps them to have experienced
juniors and seniors to mentor them in their contest areas.
The contest practices held on Fridays are one of the ways
that students showcase their passion, he added.

Proudly supporting all |
Future Farmers of America!

“DOING BUSINESS ON 0UR
WORD AND A HAND SHAKE”

Located in the Heart of the .

Amish Mennonite Community!
417-345-8600 - 19 Prairie Lane, Buffalo .
Sales: Canyon Hash 417-730-9157
e T

B S S
i
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“That’s something you can’t teach,” Lowrance
had said previously about the students” will-
ingness to work on off days.

On the SAE side, projects include
career placement, livestock and
plant management among other

student interests. The timeline

varies from project to project,
but Lowrance said that stu-
dents must have a project by
the June following their freshman
year.
Like in other chapters, Stoutland
students augment and develop their
projects throughout their four years in the
program. Lowrance used the example of chapter presi-
dent Aliyah Jones, who began her beekeeping SAE with
no knowledge of the subject and now has four hives.

Lowrance said that his focus in the three-circle mod-
el (classroom, FFA, SAE), is on the classroom, and his
classroom program has three components: plant science,
animal science, and shop.

Freshmen usually learn animal science, and the soph-
omores learn plant science. Juniors can attend either
shop class or a seated class that rotates between animal
and plant sciences. Seniors can take the alternate seated
class the following year.

“So the kids don’t have maybe as much choice being
in a small school, butI think it'd surprise you how many
kids kind of change their tune and say, ‘I'm more inter-
ested maybe in the plants now,” or, “You know what, I
understand that T have to know what feeds my livestock,
the plant science side, in order to effectively control the
animal science portion,” Lowrance said.

Lowrance said people would also be surprised to
see how many students go on to have a career in or
otherwise remain invested in agriculture following
graduation.

Around 50 percent of his students will go on to have
an investment in agricultural production, with most not
being small-time farmers. Lowrance added that around
80-90 percent of students that will use leadership and
communication skills developed during the program.

Part of Lowrance’s tendency towards independent
learning is evident in his shop classes, where students
are self-directed. Some are more interested in the en-
trepreneurial side and sell their projects, but some are
drawn simply to learning practical skills.

Lowrance said the FFA program teaches more than a
standard definition of agriculture, noting the emphasis
on leadership skills, community connections, and life
skills. All these aspects lead back to strengthening the
program’s agricultural backbone.

“Agriculture encompasses so many things,” Low-
rance said. “I think if you look up a Webster’s Dictionary
definition, it's going to tell you something along the lines
of, “the science and production of food, fiber and natural
resources,” and I think we’re so much more than that.”

6th Generation, Justin Armstrong,
continues the Light Family Farm Legacy

Justin Armstrong
Lebanon FFA Chapter
Son of Eddie and Sarah Armstrong

Proud Supporters
of Our Local
Chapters

MIKE LIGHT

INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

“Our Family Serving Your Family”

(417) 588-2219

Proudly
Representing:

Mon - Sat:
8:30AM-4:30PM

@ Vaivland

> CORNERSTONE
O rmitnis

PROGRESSIVE

LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD | WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025 | B7



LEARNING TO DO, DOING TO LEARN, EARNING TO LIVE, LIVING TO SERVE.

Students planting and transplanting plants in the
school greenhouse.
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Wh|Ie at the National FFA Convent|on members toured Caterplllar Inc.

Mallory Shaw has many facets to her SAE. One is
growing fruits and vegetables in her garden.

SERVING THE FARMERS OF
SOUTHWEST MISSOURI
SINCE 1939

WI‘% n"l“l“v Slllllllll't our Iﬂcal FFA;
AR

Marshﬂeld Machinery Inc.

222 E. Madison - Marshfield, MO
417-859-2111 - www.marshfieldmachinery.com

Comprehensive
Veterinary Care ‘A

Rttt #e2E W LeBANON!

Terra Veterinary Services Inc.
is a full service veterinary
hospital serving the medical
and surgical needs of
companion animals, equine,
and exotic animals.

Our Services Include:

= Companion
Animal Medicine
and Surgery

= Diagnostic
Testing

= Endoscopy

= Equine Dentistry

We Can Treat:
Dogs, Cats, Horses,
Exotic Pets, Pocket Pets

= Preventive Care

= Radiology

= Spay and Neuter

= Orthopedic
Surgery

= Ultrasonography

» Immunizations

» Equine Medicine
and Surgery

= Equine
Reproductive
Services

= Laparoscopy

«» Microchipping

Large Animal
Farm Calls:
Cattle, Sheep, Goats

We Proudly Support All Future Farmers of America Members

1 (, _‘? Terra Veterinary Services INnc | 1931S Jefferson Ave, Lebanon | 417-532-9147

www.terraveterinaryservices.com | Veterinarian - Dane Frazier DVM & Donna Henderson DVM

The grasslands team placed fourth in districts and
moved on to state this past fall.

FFA members preparing for the FFA Expo at the Natlonal FFA Convent|on

@G
L@'ULH‘@B&JE

Hudson Ray
and Oliver Alan,
grandchildren of
Alva & Sonja Starnes;
sons of Zach & Chelsey Hines

2 www*starnesauto.com
\\ o = Bl
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Harlee Matthews and Kaydence Stubblefield prac- .
ticing for a dairy foods contest. Photo of the Stoutland FFA Chapter in dress attire from last March. The chapter currently has 32 members.

Members preparing to buy cattle at Lebanon Live- * : : — = Harlee Mathews’s SAE is working for a local lady,
stock during the mock auction event hosted by Stoutland participates in Wreaths Across America, where she takes care of the landscaping duties
Mid-Missouri Bank. where they place wreaths on veterans’ graves. during the summer.

g
i PROUD TO

CROCKER

SUPPORT OUR
FFA, 4-H, & Ag Loans LOCALFFA
Proud Supporters of Our Local FFA Chapters c H AP T E R S

Livestock Fence, Water Supplies &

B S - Ry P A

Free Checking Custom Hydraulic Hoses & Fittings
Member

9 Local ATMs il s (, WE STOCK . STAY-TUFF FENCE )
Online & Mobile Banking W reeens
= USA HOSE = JIC = CYCLOPS & PARMAK

« CAT « FLAT FACE FENCE CHARGERS
« METRIC « FLANGE = MERRILL HYDRANTS

LET YOUR LOCAL LENDING = BRITISH « O-RING * GATES & PANELS
EXPERTS SINCE 1911 WORK | [ *owmsu « et " g s e more

FOR YOU TODAY
\ CROCKER RICHLAND ST. ROBERT WAYNESVILLE

214 5.COMMERCIAL 502 W. WASHINGTON 139 ST.ROBERTBLVD 200 ICHORD AVE

Mallory Shaw has many facets to her SAE. One is | (57317362203  (673)765:6627  (573)336-7588  (573)774-6000
goat production.

SALES & RENTALS

(Formerly Sing Rentals)

Fuered sy AGRIGULTURE SpringMower;ServiceSpecial

Driven %GIENGE The spring mower service special includes:
Pick up and delivery Blade sharpening
&@M%AT“RE Oil change Clean or replace air filter

Oil filter change Spark plug change

Check belts Air up tires
/0/‘06(/ f /50/“&/"6’ Check battery Grease

OF oun FF GHAPTERS Push Mower  $50
Tractor Style  $150

#2. LACLEDE ELECTRIC toetum 57
@J COOPERATIVE &T Call us to get signed up at (417) 532-2353

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative

*Additional costs may apply if repairs needed beyond items included with the spring mower

1 400 E. Route 66 Lebanon ° (41 7) 532_3 1 64 service special. Additional pick up and delivery fee may apply for non-local service*
www.lacledeelectric.com
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Backed B.V

260 W. EIm Street, Lebanon, MO
4 17 '532'3 146 EdMorseFordLebanon.com

CHEVROLET

FIND NEW ROADS"

285 W, Elm Street, Lebanon, MO
EdMorseChevroletLebanon.com 4 17 '532 '3 1 14
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Members at the national convention toured an indoor shrimp farm operation.

xxxxx

i)

Kaden Morgan at the grasslands contest shooting =
slope. Dr|ve Your Tractor to School Day 2024

q0 Uty SUPPORTERS OF FFA rrisco Fue
ountry Stoutland, MO

/T\/ .
R Ry ©  sisim : (417) 286-3835

6% REALTREE
UNITED COUNTRY
i P

NO ONE KNOWS THE COUNTRY LIKE WE DO!
SERVING ALL OF SOUTHERN MISSOURI

Mike Drury,
Broker/Owner
417-839-1119

Sandra Speer Ronnie McHaffie
417-718-1627 417-839-6382

Patti Espinoza Delana Davis Bart Phipps
573-528-5501 417-841-7291 417-955-3554

)0 COMMERCIAL RANCH B Fueling Your Success
(/4 PROPERTIES PROPERTIES PROPERTIES .
o Y Bob trucks and transport loads available.
Agriculture, Commercial, Construction and more,

We can Fuel it!

FOR ALL YOUR FARM/RESIDENTIAL,
. . HUNTING & COMMERCIAL NEEDS
"N Missouri

o REALTORS 1400 West Elm, Lebanon, Mo
pedionefnaan e 417-532-2031 « www.UCMissouri.com

FARM TO THE AISLE
FRESHNESS <5

Stoutlamdl, MO
We are proud
supporters of our area
FFA chapters!

o Steak . BBO
¢ T’s Bakery

¢ Brick Oven Pizza

SUPERMARKET
200 E. Jefferson Ave, Richland

Office 417-286-3749 covas 573.765.3226  Coone B0

LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD | WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025 | Bl

S e
41 7-532-3519 o 221 Evergreen Ave., Lebanon MO
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LEARNING TO DO, DOING TO LEARN, EARNING TO LIVE, LIVING TO SERVE.

Conway FFA builds
success with community

JACK SILBERBERG
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Ahead of contest |
season, Conway FFA
advisory Mary Anne
Keck is finalizing [§
State FFA Degrees
from a year that has
seen interesting Su-
pervised Agricultural
Experiences and pro-
gram growth. None of
which, she says, would be
possible without the communi-
ty that supports the chapter.

State FFA Degrees, according to
Keck, are the highest school era cer-
tifications and have four categories:
Agribusiness, Agriscience, Ownership,
and Placement. The Star distinction
represents the top application in each
category, and Conway had two Star ap-
plications last year.

The following students received State
FFA Degrees in 2024: Cade Archer, Gra-
cie Perryman, Trista Simpson, Lauren
Wissbaum, Anna Sheets, Maddy Officer,
Paige Po Heiger, Maysen Doing (Area 10
Star Agribusiness), Sydni Wilson, and
Brady Mepham (Area 10 Star Placement).

Keck said the chapter’s participation
levels are higher than in previous years.
She described the freshman as go-getters,
the large sophomore class as leader-
ship-oriented, the juniors as workers and
the senior class as small but the cream
of the crop.

“I'm pretty excited about, especially
the next three years,” Keck said. “We're
going to have a lot of fun out here. These
kids are going to be able to achieve quite
a bit. And they have different goals that
push Mr. Jemes [the program’s other
instructor] and I to go in a thousand
different directions, but it’s okay.”

The students lead the charge in orga-
nizing activities, Keck said, and one of
those is the chapter’s annual Truck and
Tractor Pulls in the fall. With “every hand
on deck,” Keck noted that the event relies
on students, parents, and community

members to succeed.
The program’s lead-
. ership class secures

A\ sponsorships for the
) events, which helps
{ the program to turna
A profit from the Pulls.

) Keck attributes the
increase in sponsor-
ships in large part
to the students us-

ing their connections
and doing the footwork
to secure them.

“I think the other reason
is our students have proven they’re
worth investing in. They leave a positive
impression on a lot of people, because
they handle themselves so professional-
ly,” Keck said.

Keck described the classroom ring
of the FFA circle adjusts itself to serve
student interests while preparing them
for potential careers. The program’s
curriculum includes animal science,
greenhouse, construction or agriculture
mechanics, an agriscience research class
and agriculture leadership class.

Once students realize that they re-
search under a different name all the
time, Keck said, students become more
interested in that class. She also noted
that the leadership class is valuable
for the communication skills it aims to
teach, such as the importance of thank-
you cards, in addition to other project
support.

SAEs are connected to proficiency
area awards, but Keck emphasized that
Conway’s chapter focuses on the projects
themselves as tools for development.
These projects influence the classes stu-
dents take just as the classes can in turn
influence how students develop their
projects.

As an example of an SAE: a student
buys produce wholesale from her family
and sells it locally. This prevents waste,
Keck says, and expands their customer
base. The student later began growing
flowers and selling arrangements.

Other students grow livestock for

FFA members must have a successful Supervised Agricultural Experience and
have actively participated in the FFA to apply for their State FFA Degree. We
have thirteen who have submitted applications to receive the second highest
degree awarded in the National FFA Organization. Abbie Brake, Tyler Replo-
gle, Jaxson Johnston, Justin Davis, Alex Avalos, Mason Miller, Tucker Johnston,
Jake Maxwell, Brandon Penner, Daniel Elam, Jackson Gunter, and Sydni Wilson

(not pictured).

customers based on the latter’s specifi-
cations. Keck felt that students like these
have an advantage in knowing the entire
production process. Another student
engages in agriculture education with
elementary students, and yet another
builds furniture.

The chapter’s emphasis on SAEs
showcases Keck’s assertion that the pro-
gram is not solely about contests. With
SAEs, Keck felt individual development
is more centered than in a team-oriented
competition.

“I'd much rather have a kid with a
strong SAE project than win a state con-
test,” Keck said.

In the spirit of seeing the diversity of
agriculture in the country, the chapter
also embarked on a five-day Ag Industry
Tour in the fall and visited different agri-
culture businesses in seven states. Aside

from the agricultural aspects of the trip,
the 25 students also visited landmarks
like Mt. Rushmore.

Closer to home, Conway FFA volun-
teers in and helps organize community
events like blood drives. In giving back
to the community, the chapter returns
the investment that community puts into
the chapter.

Without the support of the school
district and community, Keck says the
chapter’s success would not be possible.

“To me, it's not something that you can
give credit to these kids or this building.
Credit’s got to be spread accordingly,”
Keck said. “It really does take a village
to raise a kid.”
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Wade and Faith Evans donated pigs for the Pig Scramble the chapter

FFA members volunteer to work six hours for community members to help raise  during Conway Community Days each September. This is always a big hit with
money for various chapter leadership activities. the kids and adults.

Small Engine Repair
Stihl Sales

(417) 532-5622 - 951 N. Jeiferson - Lebanon

Proud supporters
of all our
Future Farmers
of America

32 FFA members qualified to attend the Ag Industry Tour this past fall. Members traveled through eight
states in five days, visiting several agriculture businesses while also getting to see some of the nation’s
landmarks such as Mt. Rushmore and Cheyenne Frontier Days.

* Lebanon, MO 65536 2
’3;5(417) 532-1522. %

PALL Tl WA A TR T G T , o s SR,

'SANDBLASTING:

Anything - Anywhere!

417-588-1338

Proudly
Supporting FFA!

OVER 40 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Z i : \ a Fully Licensed & Insured 19947 Route 66

\ Bruce: 417-594-2046 Lebanon, MO
Zach: 417-718-8831 www.owensandblasting.com

“It takes a lot of man hours to prepare for the Laclede County Fair. However, many hands make light work,
and our members proved that while setting up for this past year's event,” Keck reported. 16 Conway FFA
members worked with members from Lebanon to prepare the livestock barns in record time.

FLAVORS FOR
EVERY APPETITE!

«focalt\rtisansy e,
4 Jntiquesy s Home;Decors » LawnsFurniture)
%Blant{Standsy % /And{Moxe:. .,

Rusty Roaster Markelnlace

208 W Gommereial St. Lebanon - 417-718-9136
Mondayy = Saturday, 95
3 @TheRustyRooster MarketPlace

Q_

Butler Eyecare ‘
S

(417) 991-3200 - 702 Owens Dr, Lebanon

seebutlereyecare.com el B

Where the
Mon.-Fri. 6am-2pm « Sat. 6am-2- Closed Sun.| LOCALS
417-532-2044 - 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon ([Meet to Eat
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In order for members to obtain their Chapter FFA Degree, they must first receive their Greenhand FFA Degree, have an active Supervised Agricultural Experience, and
lead a group discussion on an agriculture topic of their choice.

Chapter members
pride  themselves
in giving back to
the community that
continues to sup-
port our program.
These three fresh-
men designed the
Trunk or Treat setup
and handed candy
to trick or treaters
during the Conway
Community Trunk or
Treat event.

FFA officers and the Ag Leadership Class organized an Animal Field Day for the
elementary school last April. Conway members brought in eight different animal
species and taught the elementary students about how they impact the agricul-
ture industry.

DISTRICTCHAMPIONS
N 1977 1890 2007 | 1387 1995 1899 2008

FUTURE
FARMERS
OF AMERICA

Dee Twyman, APRN, MSN, FNP-BC
Loridan Bromberek, APRN, MSN, NP-C
Certified Nurse Practitioners in collaboration with

Dr. Mark Brady, MD, FAAFP

Credentialed to Accept Even More Insurance Plans

Conway Family Clinic 417-589-2050

Thirty-five first year Conway FFA members were awarded their Greenhand FFA
301 S. Newport ° Conway Degree in November. Members must recite the FFA Creed, be able to explain the
history and traditions of the FFA, and have plans for their SAE.
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(WHEN T COMES TO FARRM SUPPLIES,
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Fertlllzer Seed
and lee
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Proud Supporters of our

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ - Area FFA Chapters

i
Jacobsen Applzances, INC.

Expert Installation and Delivery Available Lacle’b’e county
Lebanon, MO 65536 //) e o1 G 7%5 Jefferson ¢ Lebanon, MO 65536 . seeﬂ)’ 8 Fel‘tﬂl'ler
Phone 417-532-3167 Qs Phone (417) 588-1209 7] LOCAL 20756 State Hwy W [W. City Route 6] + Lebanon, MO
Fax 417-532-6840 Strla’ SUPP\\" =y www.jacobsenappliances.com e (417)532-7898 www.locledecountyseed.com

Proudly Proud To Support

Supporting Future Farmers of America
Our Youth and e

208 West Bland

=" o Learm 'to Do,
The Future of S\ ) e Doing to Learn,
Agriculture S R arninojtolLive

FFA makes a Positive Difference in the lives of students!

BUFFALO LIVESTOCK MARKET

Hwy 32 West, Buffalo, Missouri
REGULAR SALE
Saturdays at 12 Noon

vingjtolServe ==

i -

= Special Stock Cow & Bull Sale

3rd Tuesday of the Month
, Sheep & Goat Sale T
s escoyarve o | | CASE HEATING
For more information, to consign or for trucking A/;I 5@%%%%6
arrangements call SALE BARN: 417-345-8122 AND SHEET METAL
Lyle Caselman ¢ Owner-Manager EN0R DEal i allbE 1962 lENNUX
417-345-7876 * mobile 417-533-2944 Yesterday-Today-Tomorrow

Leon Caselman ¢ Owner

Ben Reid e Servicing All Brands
417-345-4514 » mobile 417-588-6185

522 E. Commercial St., Marshfield, MO ¢ 417-859-2034
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in the lives

of students by developing their potential for premier leadership,
personal growth and careersuccess through agricultural education.

When we teach our children our Mercy has a long tradition of caring for
traditions, we do more than teach the people of our community. And we're
them a skill. committed to keep caring for you and

. everyone vou love for vears to come.
We ensure that our values continue y y y

into the next generation — and beyond.

| Mercy T
Find your Mercy doctor

at mercy.net/LebanonTraditions Your life is our life’s work.
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