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CAPTURE THE ROMANCE of a bygone era in this red brick Victorian 
jewel box of a home.  Located just up the street from historic downtown 
Silver City, this classic home has 3-5 bedrooms (depending on how the 
space is used), a window-ful sunroom, detached garage/workshop, 
beautiful woodwork throughout, and much much more.  Shown by 
appointment. $389,000  MLS #29072  Call today!  Becky Smith ext 11

COZY NEIGHBORHOOD – This 3 Bedroom 2 Bath home 
near hospital and high school has a spacious corner lot with 
great garden space, greenhouse, garage-storage and mature 
fruit trees.  Red brick fireplace, open kitchen-dining area.  Selling “as is” for 
only $120,000 – see it soon! MLS # 29641 Call Becky Smith ext 11
 

Quality People, Quality Service for over 40 years!

www.SmithRealEstate.com 

(575) 538-5373 or 1-800-234-0307
505 W. College Avenue • PO Box 1290 • Silver City, NM 88062

Call or Click Today!

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE.  This house is much larger 
than it appears from the street.  3 BR 1 Ba upstairs, 1 BR 1 
Ba + family room and oodles of storage downstairs in the 
walkout basement.  Well maintained original owner home.  Spacious back 
yard, covered patio, generous garden area.  There’s a lot of house here!  
Take a look!  $179,000  MLS #29358  Call Becky Smith ext 11

COUNTRY LIVING with great views and plenty of privacy.  
4 -5 bedroom, 3 bath house on 7 acres in the White Signal 
area.  Outdoor hot tub and wraparound sundeck, separate 
garage/work shop.  MLS #29569  $295,000.  Worth a look!  Call Becky Smith 
ext 11

4.6 ACRES SNUGGLED INTO BOSTON HILL overlooking 
Silver City.  Rugged and undeveloped, but super views!  MLS 
#26751.  Price reduced to only $19,500!  Call Becky Smith 
ext 11

SOUTHWEST STYLE – Gracious modern Southwest style 
home on 1+ acres in Silver Acres subdivision, near Silver 
City’s golf course.  3 BR 2 Bath + sunporch, double garage, & 
extra carport.  Tile floors, custom wood cabinetry, lots of elegant little 
touches set this one apart!  MLS #29668  $223,500 See it Soon!  Call Becky 
Smith ext 11

WILL Office Hours: 
 Tues. – Thurs. 9am-3pm
info@will-learning.com

575-538-6835

WILL Office
2nd Floor, Global Resource Center
12th and Kentucky Streets 
Silver City, New Mexico

www.will-learning.com
Western Institute for Lifelong Learning

64 courses to choose from in The Arts, Literature, Film, History and Current Affairs,
Science, Nature, Self-Improvement, and Community Issues.

 

Visit www.will-learning.com  to see the full list of Spring Coursce and full information on WILL membership  

WILL Lunch & Learn
Free and Open to the Public

Wednesdays, Noon-1:00pm,
Room ABC in the

WNMU Global Resource Center
 at 12th St & Kentucky  

WILL!  KEEP ON LEARNING!

 

WILL’S SPRING CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 22

WILL Spring Signup Social  
Thursday, January 10

 Doors open at 5:00pm.  Meeting at 5:30pm.  
Course signup and refreshments from 6:00-7:00pm

WNMU’s Global Resource Center @ 12th St. & Kentucky
Members can sign up for an unlimited number of courses. Good Food, Good Company, Great Courses. 

Open to the public. Join us and join WILL for an annual membership of $75.

 

January 23, 2013
From Bloomington, 

Indiana To Balankanche, 
Yucatan: Reflections Of A 

Naturalist In Tropical 
America

 
Julian Lee will trace the development of 

his interest in herpetology, identifying the 
events and influences that were pivotal in 

the evolution of his attitude towards 
amphibians and reptiles.

 January 30, 2013
China Through 

Chinese Eyes
 

Xinyan Weeks, who grew 
up in China as an ethnic 

minority outside the dominant Han 
culture, will explain her particular 

perspective on the powerful nation whose 
future seems so bound up with ours.
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207 South Bullard Street
Family owned and operated in Historic Downtown Silver City Since 1937

HOME FURNITURE
APPLIANCES & CARPETING

FREE DELIVERY
538-3767

OPEN: MON- FRI 9 AM - 5 PM
              SAT 10 AM - 5 PM

In-Store Financing with approval

FREE
D E L I V E R Y !
FREE

S E T - U P !
FREE
D E L I V E R Y !
FREE
R E M O V A L !

FREE
D E L I V E R Y !
FREE
D E L I V E R Y !

Hanover
Pillow Top

$399
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$249
Full Set ................$349
King Set ..............$529

Special 
Pu rchase
Twin Mattresses

starting at

Bradford
Firm

$479
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$329
Full Set ................$429
King Set ..............$649

Camden
Pillow Top

$549
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$399
Full Set ................$499
King Set ..............$749

Dresden
Euro Top

$599
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$499
Full Set ................$549
King Set ..............$799

SLEEP EXPRESSIONS: THE ART OF GREAT SLEEP!
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7-6:30 Mon-Sat and 8:30-5:30 Sunday 
Mountain Ridge Ace Hardware

3025 Highway 180 E.
Silver City, NM 88061

(575) 534-0782

Come in & check out the GREAT deals ACE 
is o�ering for the month of January!  

$300 off any in stock Quadrafire or Harman stove or insert!  
Specials on in stock Lennox stoves as well! 

 

As a new year boost, we are offering great deals on 
special order stoves too!

 

So get on over to your certified Quadrafire and Harman dealer, Moun-
tain Ridge ACE ,and see how we can help you to stay warm this winter!

 
And for those of you who like to play in the dirt, the garden 

center is offering HUGE discounts on native plants and 
grasses... Come on in and check us out! 

 

BABY IT'S COLD OUTSIDE!
(and inside if you don't have the right stove!)



DESERT EXPOSURE JANUARY 2013 5

Contents

6 Editor’s Notebook • A Fresh Start 
Instead of secession, hope for success. By David A. Fryxell

7 Henry Lightcap’s Journal • Isn’t That Special!
Lightcap’s annual review of New Mexico follies. 
By Henry Lightcap

8 Desert Diary
Sports, seniors and more reader tales.

10 Tumbleweeds • Icarus Descending
The long, strange fall of software mogul John McAfee, and 
his detour through Rodeo, NM. By David A. Fryxell. 
Plus the Top 10.

12 100 Hikes • Year-Round Route
NEW! Exploring the CD Trail in the Burro Mountains. 
By Linda Ferrara

13 Arts Exposure • True Colors
Pud Franzblau uses classic film—no Photoshop tricks—to 
capture the beauty he sees. By Donna Clayton Walter

16 Arts Exposure • Arts Scene
Latest area art happenings.

18 Arts Exposure • Gallery Guide
Where to enjoy art in our area.

20 Out and About • A Good Walk Unspoiled
Walking—and painting—Silver City’s Boston Hill. 
By Hiram Lewis

22 Land of Enchantment • Local Characters 
You know many of these familiar New Mexicans—even 
though none is real. By Jeff Berg

25 Southwest Wildlife • Mavericks Among Us
The ocotillo, sotol and allthorn—all highly individualistic 
plants—play important roles in the desert food chain. 
By Jay W. Sharp

29 Borderlines • Things to Cherish
Beginning a new year with the grace of mourning doves. 
By Marjorie Lilly

30 The Starry Dome • Aries, the Ram
What to watch in the skies this month. By Bert Stevens

31 Body, Mind & Spirit • New Year, New Breath
Breathing techniques from the ancient Chinese system of 
Qigong. By Martha Everett

32 Body, Mind & Spirit • Pesticides & Your Children
Results of a new report. EarthTalk

34 Body, Mind & Spirit • Hidden Treasure
Madonna Kettler’s new book furthers her work of helping 
others discover the soul’s work. By Donna Clayton Walter

36 Body, Mind & Spirit • Weekly Events
Grant County support groups, classes and more.

37 Talking Horses • Anatomy Lessons
Let conformation help guide you. By Scott Thomson

38 Ramblin’ Outdoors • Life Is a Ponderment
Questions asked out there.  By Larry Lightner

39 Red or Green? • Dining Guide
Restaurant guide for Southwest New Mexico.

40 Red or Green? • Give Peace Meal a Chance
The latest healthy evolution of what’s now Peace Meal Bur-
rito Bar in Silver City. By Peggy Platonos

42 Red or Green? • Table Talk
Restaurant news.

44 40 Days & 40 Nights
Complete area events guide for January and early February.

45 The To-Do List
Don’t-miss events this month.

47 Continental Divide • Apocalypse Not Now
Looks like we made it…. By David A. Fryxell

About the cover: “Divine Light,” photograph by Pud Franz
blau, whose work can be seen at Red Earth Gallery, 108 W. 
Yankie St., in Silver City, (505) 850-3182, www.pudfranz-
blau.com. For more on Franzblau, see this issue’s Arts 
Exposure section.

Publisher & Editor
David A. Fryxell

(575) 538-4374 • editor@desertexposure.com

Creative Director &
Silver City Advertising Sales

Lisa D. Fryxell
(575) 538-4374 • ads@desertexposure.com

Advertising Sales
Silver City: 
Ilene Wignall

(575) 313-0002,  ilenew@desertexposure.com
Las Cruces/Mesilla: 

Kristi Dunn
(575) 956-7552, kristi@desertexposure.com

Deming: 
Marjorie Lilly

(575) 544-3559,  marjorie@desertexposure.com

Web Designer
David Cortner

 
Events & Social Media

Courtney F. Graziano
 

Columnists
Linda Ferrara, Henry Lightcap, Larry Lightner, 

Marjorie Lilly, Vivian Savitt, Bert Stevens, 
Scott Thomson

P.O. Box 191
Silver City, NM 88062

(575) 538-4374 • fax (575) 534-4134
www.desertexposure.com

Desert Exposure is published monthly and distrib-
uted free of charge at establishments throughout 
Southwestern New Mexico. Vol. XVII, number 1, 
January 2013.  Mail subscriptions are $19 for 6 is-
sues, $37 for 12 issues. Single copies by mail $4. 
All contents copyright © 2013 Continental Divide 
Publishing LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of 
this publication may be reproduced without writ-
ten permission. All rights to material by outside 
contributors revert to the author. Views expressed 
in articles, advertisements, graphics and/or photos 
appearing in Desert Exposure do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the editors or advertisers.

Desert Exposure is not responsible for unsolic-
ited submissions of articles or artwork. Submis-
sions by mail must include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope for reply or return. It will be 
assumed that all submissions, including e-mail let-
ters, are intended for publication. All submissions, 
including letters to the editor, may be edited for 
length, style and content.

Although we have closed our doors…we are still just a phone call away 
for all your Yankee Candle & Home Fragrance needs.

Turquoise Sky • Golden Sands
Black Coconut

Waikiki Melon • Paradise Spice

Spring ScentsNEW!

575-388-1226

 

Lighting~Home Accents~Gifts



6 JANUARY 2013 www.desertexposure.com

Editor’s Notebook  • David A . Fryxell

A Fresh Start
Instead of secession, let’s hope for success.

For those of you who enjoy the benefits of 
Social Security, Medicare or Medicaid, the 
US Postal Service, food safety inspections, 

national parks and interstate 
highways, not to mention the 
boost New Mexico gets from 
Sandia Labs and military bases, 
there’s good news: Apparently 
New Mexico will not be seced-
ing from the United States of 
America.

The response of many voters 
disgruntled by the results of No-
vember’s presidential election 
resembled that of a spoiled child 
when a game doesn’t go his way: 
take the ball and go home. Rather than hope for 
the best with this month’s second inauguration of 
President Barack Obama, some Americans signed 
petitions to secede from the union.

Not surprisingly, our neighbors in Texas led the 
way, with nearly 100,000 secessionist signatures 
in the first week after Obama’s re-election. Ironi-
cally, among the other states most gung-ho to jet-
tison the federal government were two that rank in 
the top 10 in receiving the most federal monies per 
dollar of taxes: Alabama and Louisiana (see “Free-
loaders for Fiscal Austerity,” Editor’s Notebook, 
April 2012).

New Mexico secessionists, 
perhaps aware that the Land of 
Enchantment tops that list of 
federal bang-for-your-buck at 
$2.02 in benefits per tax dollar 
sent to Washington, have been 
less numerous—and many peti-
tion-signers don’t even live here. 
According to the Santa Fe Re-
porter, New Mexico’s secession 
petition was filed online with the 
White House on Nov. 12 by a “Gabriel V” from New 
Braunfels, Texas. By the Dec. 12 deadline, only a 
little over 5,000 people had signed, far short of the 
25,000 goal that would have triggered a response 
from the White House. (Presumably the official re-
sponse would have been something along the lines 
of, “Grow up.”) By the Reporter’s count, however, 
only about 10% of those signers who listed their 
state of residence actually were New Mexicans. 
Some 300 Texans signed the petition. (They should 
perhaps mind their own business, which might 
start by electing a governor who’s not a national 
joke.)

It might be a point of pride that New Mexicans, 
by and large, are reacting to the recent election 
more maturely—not to mention more patriotically. 
This “take your ball and go home” attitude is not, 
after all, how democracy is supposed to work. 
Even after George W. Bush’s contested (to put it 
politely) victory over Al Gore in 2000, when Gore 

actually won more popular votes, most patriotic 
Americans got over it and came together to hope 
that Bush would succeed—for the good of the 

country. It’s puzzling why such a 
sentiment seems harder to come 
by for a few after Obama’s much 
more decisive 2012 victory; let’s 
just say the likeliest explanation 
is troubling, and leave it at that.

Like Obama or not, you’re 
free to disagree with his 
policies and vote to change 

them next time. In the mean-
time, though, he is president of 
all Americans, even those who 

think he’s leading the nation on a disastrously 
wrong course.

If you are among that number, here’s a sugges-
tion—or perhaps a plea: Suspend judgment for 
now, as Obama again takes the oath of office on 
Jan. 21. Wish him well and hope that, despite your 
convictions otherwise, his policies turn out to be 
the best for the country. At a minimum, pray that 
he continues to keep the country safe. After all, 
Barack Obama will never stand for election again. 
For good or ill, we’re stuck with him; he’s the only 
president we’ve got, unless that secession band-
wagon picks up speed mighty fast.

Those who supported Obama 
with such enthusiasm in 2008 
have experienced some disap-
pointment, too. The economy 
proved to be in a far deeper 
hole than most people thought, 
and recovery has taken longer 
and been more painful. Sup-
porters’ expectations for “hope 
and change” have been dashed 
against the entrenched partisan-

ship of Washington, DC. Those who saw in Obama 
another FDR would now be thrilled if he turned 
out to be simply another Bill Clinton, minus the 
personal failings.

But hope—if not for revolutionary change, then 
simply for the best—is all we have for the next four 
years. Let us try to spend that time assuming that 
even those with whom we most fervently disagree 
nonetheless likewise are patriots who think their 
ideas (misguided though they may seem to us) 
would move America in the right direction. Let us 
proceed as though the nation’s welfare—and not 
their own—is uppermost in the thoughts of those 
with whom we disagree. Rather than seeing each 
other as “moochers” and “vultures,” let us all try, if 
only for a moment in history, to be first and fore-
most Americans and citizens of the world.

Right or left, red or blue, we could do worse 
than to recall the words of another American presi-
dent who took the oath a second time nearly 150 

years ago. Abraham Lincoln 
urged a nation then riven by 
real secession, not the pout-
ing of sore losers: “With mal-
ice toward none, with charity 
for all, with firmness in the 
right as God gives us to see 
the right, let us strive on to 
finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds, 
to care for him who shall 
have borne the battle and for 
his widow and his orphan, 
to do all which may achieve 
and cherish a just and lasting 
peace among ourselves and 
with all nations.” 

Happy new year. Happy 
new beginning. k

David A. Fryxell 
is editor of Des-

ert Exposure.

Contact us!
PO Box 191

Silver City, NM 88062
telephone 538-4374

fax 534-4134
email:

editor@desertexposure.com
letters@desertexposure.com

ads@desertexposure.com

Our neighbors in Texas 
led the way, with nearly 
100,000 secessionist 
signatures in the first 
week after Obama’s 

re-election.

1601 E. Lohman
Las Cruces, NM 88001

575-523-2000
Fax 575-523-2016

www.bernina-lascruces.com
berninalascruces@yahoo.com

Visit our store at 1601 E. Lohman

Begins Feb. 1st
While Supplies Last!

    Semi-Annual

  Floor Model Sale!

Up to 45% OFF MSRP!

FREE RED CLAY ROOF 
TILES—while they 

last.  You haul!
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The Letters column will return next issue. Let us hear from you! Write 
Desert Exposure Letters, PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, fax 
534-4134 or email letters@desertexposure.com. Letters are subject 
to editing for style and length (maximum 500 words, please), and 
must be in response to content that has appeared in our pages. 
Deadline for the next issue is the 18th of the month.

There are a lot of states in our union—50 at 
last count, and every one of them is unique 
in its own special way. There is only one, 

however, that has the distinction of being confused 
with a sovereign nation, and that’s our humble 
patch of real estate. Nobody ever confuses New 
York with Old York or Minnesota with Manitoba, 
but our state is often thought of as a part of Mexi-
co, only substantially cleaner. If news reports from 
the past year were any indication, New Mexico has 
a lot to offer the rest of the nation; sadly, most of it 
is of comedic value.

Our first story in our annual review of New 
Mexico folly comes from the Duke City up north. 
An Albuquerque man was getting so disgusted with 
elections, he decided to prove the whole process 
was going to the dogs by registering his pooch to 
vote.  KOB-TV News reported on Feb. 29 that the 
dog’s owner saw a voter registration booth and de-
cided to see if his hound could participate in the 
electoral process this year. To his glee, he received 
a valid Bernalillo County voter registration card 
for “Buddy” using a made-up birth date and Social 
Security number, just like most everybody else 
in New Mexico. The county clerk’s office huffily 
said that they don’t require proof of an applicant’s 
name, birth or social, but what Buddy’s owner did 
was voter fraud, a serious accusation in New Mex-
ico. Oh, wait—no, it’s not. Voter fraud is more like 
a quaint local tradition.

A few weeks later, trouble was afoot in the aus-
tere desert paradise of Luna County. According 
to an article in the Deming Headlight of April 2, 
three men were arrested for cattle rustling when 
a deputy spotted a Honda Civic speeding at 3 a.m. 
After stopping the perps, the constable found four 
occupants in the compact car: three nefarious 
outlaws and a 220-pound Holstein calf sharing the 
backseat with one of the cattle rustlers. Lacking 
proper cow-rustling equipment, the inexperienced 
bandits whisked the confused bovine away in the 
Honda, which quite frankly was detrimental to the 
upholstery. The three men were charged with lar-
ceny of livestock and wasting oxygen that could be 
better used by dung beetles.

Not long afterwards, the last reader of books 
in New Mexico was arrested for overdue library 
books in Portales. The Associated Press reported 
on June 28 that Portales mom and renegade liter-
ary felon Lori Teel was arrested at her home, in 
front of her children, for an overdue copy of the 
mind-numbing book, Twilight, featuring teen vam-
pires doing—something. With nearly $36 of over-
due fines, Teel was hauled away by jackbooted 
library goons and booked in the county hoosegow, 
where she had to spend a night cozying up to a 
rather large woman with a mullet haircut named 
“Foxy.” Charges were later dismissed by Portales 
City Attorney Stephen Doerr, who probably de-
cided that the library was better off without the 
stupid vampire books anyway, and if they couldn’t 

get Teel on felonious bad taste, then it wasn’t really 
fun anymore.

Dogs are important in our proud state, which 
is why it’s no surprise that a second canine-
themed story made the list from Vaughn, 

New Mexico (Official Motto: “It’s not our fault, it 
was already like this when we got here.”). Nikka, 
no relation to Buddy in Bernalillo, is a drug-sniffing 
dog for the Vaughn Police Department that became 
the only certified member of the town’s police de-
partment after Police Chief Ernest “Chris” Armijo 
stepped down after reports that he couldn’t carry a 
gun because of his criminal background. Turns out 
that Armijo owed tens of thousands of dollars in 
back child support in Texas, which is kind of a no-
no when you’re in law enforcement. Nikka seemed 
indifferent to his new responsibilities as the only 
remaining cop in Vaughn, and he hopes an unfor-
tunate leg-humping incident in 2007 doesn’t come 
back to haunt him now.

In November, something really crappy hap-
pened in Las Cruces. According to an article in the 
Las Cruces Sun-News, city employees returning to 
work on Monday after Thanksgiving found a pay-
ment drop-off box for utility payments had been 
vandalized and was emitting a “foul odor.” City of-
ficials determined that somebody had made an un-
authorized deposit by defecating into the drop box. 
Exercising caution, City Treasurer Robert Scaling 
recognized that feces are a genuine biohazard, and 
declared the box and every payment in it to be 
voided (much like the perpetrator’s colon). Since 
there was no way that the dookie could possibly be 
disposed of and the box returned to a pre-poopi-
fied state, City Manager Robert Garza said that the 
city might have to discontinue drop-box service. 
“It takes one bad apple to ruin the barrel,” Garza 
didn’t say, “and one chocolate sub to torpedo the 
payment box.” City officials, still miffed about the 
whole thing, report that if people want to pay their 
utility bills without buying a stamp, they can tape 
it to the back of a carrier pigeon for all they care.

As we look forward to 2013, other states will 
celebrate their own unique diversity. California 
will find new ways to tax citizens into oblivion, 
and Florida will enjoy their citrus, beaches and 
senior citizens. South Dakota will do whatever it 
is they traditionally enjoy doing in South Dakota, 
and Alabama will continue to provide reality TV 
programming for the rest of the nation. In New 
Mexico, we can count on another fun-filled year of 
enchantment and amusement, and find comfort in 
our bottomless well of specialness. k

Henry Lightcap stays 
out of the news in Las 

Cruces.

Henry Lightcap’s Journal • Henry Lightcap

Isn’t That Special!
Lightcap’s annual review of New Mexico follies.
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401 N. Bullard St. | P.O. Box 999 | Silver City, New Mexico 88062 | 575-538-2012 | 575-388-2025

Conner Fine Jewelers
Diamonds • Fine Watches • Fine Gifts

The House of Diamonds

Southwest New Mexico’s Finest Jewelry and Gift Store

GILA HIKE & BIKE
Adventure Down!
Corner of College & Bullard 
Open 7 days a week    575-388-3222 

Resolve to enjoy 
the outdoors with 
a new bicycle or 
hiking gear from
Gila Hike & Bike. 

You deserve the best.

START 2013 OFF RIGHT!

Shape up in 2013
2012

Mackie Redd
Horsemanship

575.895.5506
mackieredd.com

Helping people with horses,
Horses with people.

Rescued, Abandoned and Abused Animals need loving homes.
All are spayed or neutered and have current vaccinations.

Call Pat at 575-649-7644 • We have puppies and kittens, too!

Loving homes needed for Buster and Kiki!

Columbus Animal Rescue

Buster is a smart and gentle Bull 
Terrier mix. Age approx. 11 months. 

Weight 35 lbs. Loves to play with kids & 
other dogs. House broken. 

Kiki is a loving fur ball. She is approx. 
1 yr. Weight 15 lbs. Loves to play with 

other dogs and kids & likes cats.  
House broken.

FREE 
TO 

GOOD 
HOMES
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Desert Diary

Sports, Seniors and So Forth
Plus nuns, priests and bodily functions, not necessarily all together.

Sister act… Beginning an installment of Des-
ert Diary that seems to have an unusual con-
centration of religious folks, sports, senior 

citizens and/or bodily functions—sometimes all in 
the same yarn—here’s this from GeraldH:

“Three nuns were attending a Yankees base-
ball game. Three men were sitting directly behind 
them. Because the nuns’ habits were partially 
blocking the view, the men decided to badger the 
nuns, hoping they’d get annoyed enough to move 
to another area. In a very loud voice, the first guy 
said, ‘I think I’m going to move to Utah. There are 
only 100 nuns living there.’

“Then the second guy spoke up and said loudly, 
‘I want to move to Montana. There are only 50 nuns 
living there.’

“The third guy 
yelled, ‘I want 
to go to Idaho. 
There are only 25 
nuns living there.’

“The mother 
superior turned 
around, looked at 
the men, and in a 
very sweet and 
calm voice said, 
‘Why don’t you 
go to hell? There 
aren’t any nuns 
there!’”

The sport-
ing life… 
We told 

you there would 
be more sports, 
but that’s not all 
in this yarn from 
CharlesC:

“At one point 
during a game, 
the coach called 
one of his nine-
year-old baseball 

players aside and asked, ‘Do you understand what 
cooperation is? What a team is?’

“The little boy nodded in the affirmative.
“‘Do you understand that what matters is 

whether we win or lose together as a team?’ The 
little boy nodded yes.

“‘So,’ the coach continued, ‘I’m sure you know, 
when an out is called, you 
shouldn’t argue, curse, attack 
the umpire, or call him a “peck-
er-head.” Do you understand 
all that?’ The little boy nodded 
again.

“The coach continued, ‘And 
when I take you out of the game 
so another boy gets a chance to 
play, it’s not good sportsmanship 
to call your coach “a dumb ass,” 
is it?’

“Again, the little boy nodded.
“‘Good,’ said the coach. ‘Now 

go over there and explain all that 
to your grandmother.’”

A good walk spoiled… 
Still in the realm of 
sports, there’s this from 

The Santa Claran:
“A golfer accidentally over-

turned his cart. Elizabeth, a 
beautiful real golfer who lived 
in a villa on the golf course, heard the noise and 
yelled over to him: ‘Hey, are you okay? What’s your 
name?’

“‘Willis,’ he replied weakly.
“‘Willis, forget your troubles. Come to my villa, 

rest up and I’ll help you get the cart up later.’
“‘That’s mighty nice of you,’ Willis answered, 

‘but I don’t think my wife would like it.’
“‘Aw, come on,’ Elizabeth insisted. She was very 

pretty and persuasive.
“‘Well, okay,’ Willis finally agreed, and added, 

‘but my wife won’t like it.’
“After a hearty drink and some up-close driving 

and putting lessons, Willis thanked his host. ‘I feel 
a lot better now, but I know my wife is going to be 
real upset.’

“‘Don’t be foolish!’ Elizabeth said with a smile. 
‘She won’t know anything. By the way, where is 
she?’

“‘Under the cart!’ he answered.”

Send your tales of sports, senior citizens, sis-
ters and more to diary@desertexposure.com.

Kids say the darnedest things… Now, 
for a change of pace, here’s Farmor the 
Swedish Grandma with some brief tales of 

youngsters and what comes out of their mouths in 
the classroom:

“Teacher: ‘Why are you late?’
“Student: ‘Class started before I got here.’”

“Teacher: ‘John, why are you doing your math 
multiplication on the floor?’

“John: ‘You told me to do it without using ta-
bles.’”

“Teacher: ‘Glenn, how do you spell “crocodile”?’
“Glenn: ‘K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L’

“Teacher: ‘No, that’s wrong.’
“Glenn: ‘Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me 

how I spell it.’”

“Teacher: ‘Donald, what is the chemical formula 
for water?’

“Donald: ‘H I J K L M N O.’
“Teacher: ‘What are you talking about?’
“Donald: ‘Yesterday you said it’s H to O.’

“Teacher: ‘Winnie, name one important thing 
we have today that we didn’t have 10 years ago.’

“Winnie: ‘Me!’”

It’s a dog’s life… Apparently romance and 
wooing are challenging for canines, too, at least 
according to this tale from Wes the Sooner:
“Three handsome male dogs are walking down 

the street when they see a beautiful, enticing fe-
male poodle. The three dogs fall all over them-
selves in an effort to be the one to reach her first, 
but end up arriving in front of her at the same time. 
The males are speechless before her beauty, slob-

Writing with 
Steve Havill

a hands-on workshop for writers 
of all types and levels

Saturday, Jan. 26, 2013  
9 am-4 pm

$75, lunch included

Bear Mountain Lodge
Silver City, NM

To register for the workshop, email:  
silveryword�esta@gmail.com or call 

575-313-3172

Visit silveryword�esta.org for full details on 
the workshop and the Festival

Steve Havill is the author of four western 
novels, 18 contemporary mystery novels 

set in �ctitious Posadas County, New 
Mexico, and two historical-medical 
novels set in the Puget Sound area 
during the 1890’s. See his bio and

 bibliography at silveryword�esta.org 

Postcards from the edge… Readers continue to respond to our invita-
tion to submit photos of themselves on vacation holding “the biggest 
little paper in the Southwest”—so much so that we’re starting the new 
year with three in an attempt to catch up.

First is Barb Nelson, who took a break from the Imagination Library 
of Grant County and visited granddaughter Keighly Mann, in Waco-
nia, Minn. She writes, “Keighly decided the cats on the cover needed 
a little more color, so she added her own touch to the image.”

Postcards from the edge… Next in our gallery of readers around the 
world is Lori Forman, who sent several photos from her recent trip 
to Vietnam, but we liked this one best—perhaps because she says it 
was taken on her birthday, in Da Nang.
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bering on themselves and hoping for just a glance 
from her in return.

“Aware of her charms and her obvious effect on 
the three suitors, she decides to be kind and tells 
them, ‘The first one who can use the words ‘liver’ 
and ‘cheese’ together in an imaginative, intelligent 
sentence can go out with me.’

“The sturdy, muscular black lab speaks up 
quickly and says, ‘I love liver and cheese.’

“‘Oh, how childish,’ says the poodle. ‘That 
shows no imagination or intelligence whatsoever.’ 
She turns to the tall, shiny golden retriever and 
says, ‘How well can you do?’

“‘Um, I HATE liver and cheese,’ blurts the gold-
en retriever.

“‘My, my,’ says the poodle. ‘I guess it’s hopeless. 
That’s just as dumb as the lab’s sentence.’ She then 
turns to the last of the three dogs and says, ‘How 
about you, little guy?’

“The last of the three, tiny in stature but big in 
fame and finesse, is the Taco Bell Chihuahua. He 
gives her a smile, a sly wink, turns to the golden 
retriever and lab and says, ‘Liver alone, cheese 
mine!’”

You’re only as old as you feel… Making an 
overdue return to these pages is Toni in the 
Vet’s Office, with this senior-citizen funny 

not, perhaps, for the easily offended:
“The family wheeled Grandma out on the lawn, 

in her wheelchair, where the activities for her 100th 
birthday were taking place. Grandma couldn’t 
speak very well, but she would write notes when 
she needed to communicate.

“After a short time out on the lawn, Grandma 
started leaning off to the right, so some family 
members grabbed her, straightened her up, and 
stuffed pillows on her right side. A short time later, 
she started leaning off to her left, so again the fam-
ily grabbed her and stuffed pillows on her left side. 
Soon she started leaning forward, so the family 
members again grabbed her, and then tied a pil-
lowcase around her waist to hold her up.

“A nephew who arrived late came up to Grand-
ma and said, ‘Hi, Grandma, you’re looking good! 
How are they treating you?’

“Grandma took out her little notepad and slow-
ly wrote a note to the nephew:

“‘Bastards won’t let me fart.’”

Hot around the collar… We promised 
more of men and women of the cloth, and 
here is the Silver City Greek to make 

good on that vow:
“A priest was being honored at his retirement 

dinner after 25 years in the parish. A leading local 
politician and member of the congregation was 
chosen to make the presentation and to give a little 
speech at the dinner. However, he was delayed, so 
the priest decided to say his own few words while 
they waited:

“‘I got my first impression of the parish from 

the first confession I heard here,’ 
the priest began. ‘I thought I had 
been assigned to a terrible place. 
The very first person who en-
tered my confessional told me 
he had stolen a television set 
and, when questioned by the po-
lice, was able to lie his way out 
of it. He had stolen money from 
his parents, embezzled from his 
employer, had an affair with his 
boss’s wife, taken illegal drugs, 
and gave VD to his own sister. I 
was appalled.

“‘But as the days went on, I 
learned that my people were not 
all like that and I had, indeed, 
come to a fine parish full of good 
and loving people.’

“Just as the priest finished 
his talk, the politician arrived, 
full of apologies at being late. He 
immediately began to make the 
presentation and give his talk:

“‘I’ll never forget the first day 
our parish priest arrived,’ said 
the politician. ‘In fact, I had the 
honor of being the first person to 
go to him for confession.’”

Annals of medicine… Two tales of seniors 
and what might or might not come out of 
them, as you’ll see, beginning with this from 

Ned Ludd:
“Old Jim was sick and in the hospital. There was 

one nurse that just drove him crazy. Every time she 
came in, she would talk to him like he was a little 
child. She would say in a patronizing tone of voice, 
‘And how are we doing this morning?’ or ‘Are we 
ready for a bath?’ or ‘Are we hungry?’ Old Jim had 
had enough of this particular nurse.

“One day, Old Jim took the apple juice off the 
breakfast tray and put it in his bedside stand. Next 
time he was given a urine bottle to fill for testing, 
well, you know where the juice went!

“The nurse came in a little later, picked up the 
urine bottle and looked at it. ‘My, it seems we are a 
little cloudy today.’

“At this, Old Jim snatched the bottle out of her 
hand, popped off the top, and drank it down, say-
ing, ‘Well, I’ll run it through again. Maybe I can fil-
ter it better this time.’

“The nurse fainted. Old Jim just smiled.”

Similar and yet completely different is this one 
from GeeRichard:

“An 85-year-old man was asked by his doctor 
for a sperm count as part of his physical exam. The 
doctor gave the man a jar and told him, ‘Take this 
jar home and bring back a semen sample tomor-
row.’

“The next day, the 85-year-old man reappeared 
at the doctor’s office and gave him the jar, which 
was as clean and empty as it was on the previous 
day.

“The doctor asked what happened and the man 
explained, ‘Well, doc, it’s like this. First I tried with 
my right hand, but nothing. Then I tried with my 
left hand, but still nothing. Then I asked my wife 
for help. She tried with her right hand, then with 
her left; still nothing. She tried with her mouth, 
first with the teeth in, then with her teeth out, still 
nothing. We even called up the lady next door and 
she tried, too, first with both hands, then an armpit, 
and she even tried squeezing it between her knees, 
but still nothing.’

“The doctor was shocked. ‘You asked your 
neighbor?’

“The old man replied, ‘Yep, none of us could get 
the jar open.’”

Our technology, ourselves… Galloping up 
with this technological tale is new contrib-
utor Equinophile:

“It all began with an iPhone. March was when 
our son celebrated his 17th birthday, and we got 
him an iPhone. He just loved it. Who wouldn’t?

“I celebrated my birthday in July, and my wife 
made me very happy when she bought me an iPad.

“Our daughter’s birthday was in August so we 
got her an iPod Touch.

“My wife celebrated her birthday in September 

so I got her an iRon.
“It was around then that the fight started. What 

my wife failed to recognize is that the iRon can be 
integrated into the home network with the iWash, 
iCook and iClean. This inevitably activates the 
iNag reminder service.

“I should be out of the hospital next week. 
iHurt.”

Consumer reports… Finally, a brief word of 
warning from Judge Hazard A. Guess for 
all the fellas out there:

“Be careful what you purchase on eBay. Spent 
$50 on a penis enlarger. Bastards sent me a magni-
fying glass.

“Instructions said, ‘Don’t use in the sunlight.’”k

Send your favorite anecdotes, jokes, puns and 
tall tales to Desert Diary, PO Box 191, Silver 

City, NM 88062, fax (575) 534-4134 or email 
diary@desertexposure.com. The best submis-

sion each month gets a brand-new Desert Expo-
sure mouse pad, scientifically proven to take the 

strain out of emailing jokes to Desert Diary.

G
Postcards from the edge… Finally, Tom Vaughan writes: “Here’s 
a contribution of a Desert Exposure on-the-road picture. That’s my 
wife, Sandy Feutz, holding the September 2012 issue in front of the 
Great Divide Ranch sign at Moose Lake in far southwest Montana. 
Great Divide Ranch is a former dude ranch that is now the home of 
Project Vote Smart, where we have been volunteering for the past 
week. The cabin behind is from an old gold mine complex across 
the road.”

Whether you’re going to Montana or Manchuria, snap a picture 
of yourself holding Desert Exposure and send it to PO Box 191, 
Silver City, NM 88062, or diary@desertexposure.com.

A show about earthly 
matters that impact 
us all!
Brought to you by:

Gila/Mimbres 
Community Radio
Gila Resources 
Information Project
New Mexico 
Wilderness Alliance
Upper Gila Watershed Alliance

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
10 am & 8 pm

via webstream@www.gmcr.org

Podcasts available @ http://gmcr.org/category/earth-matters/

Earth Matters
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Spring Chimney Cleaning! 
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stoves, gas stoves, fireplaces and fireplace inserts to your clothes dryers and furnaces.

Thunder Creek Quilt Company

703 N. Bullard, Silver City, NM • 538-2284 • 538-5324 • Open 6 Days a Week  

Come by & see what’s on sale for January.
New items arriving weekly—check out our 

fabulous selection of fabrics and our fully stocked 
office supply department. 

TAX FORMS are HERE!
Custom long arm quilting available.
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Tumbleweeds •David A . Fryxell

Icarus Descending
The long, strange fall of software mogul John McAfee, 

and his detour through Rodeo, NM.

Before John McAfee was the 
world’s most prominent 
techno-fugitive, on the run 

from authorities in Belize for 
questioning in the fatal shoot-
ing of his neighbor and profiled 
in Wired (a ebook special) and 
the New York Times (front of 
the Sunday Business section 
and two solid pages inside), he 
was a minor celebrity in Rodeo, 
NM. This was, of course, after 
McAfee founded and sold—for 
$100 million—the antivirus-soft-
ware company that still bears his 
name.

What brought McAfee and 
some 200 fellow “Sky Gypsies,” 
ages 11 to 84, to a remote corner 
of southwest New Mexico was “aerotrekking,” zip-
ping in and out of desert canyons in souped-up ul-
tralight aircraft. “It’s the dream that Icarus had—to 
fly like a bird,” McAfee told me in the fall of 2007, 
when I interviewed him (“The Dream of Icarus,” 
November 2007).

That dream also had 
a deadly downside. The 
year before, McAfee’s 
22-year-old nephew and 
a 61-year-old flight stu-
dent, Robert Gilson, had 
been killed when they 
inexplicably flew into 
the side of a canyon on a 
calm day. In April 2008, 
McAfee was named in a 
wrongful-death lawsuit 
filed by Gilson’s family. 
(The plaintiffs’ attorney, 
Frank Fleming, called 
me out of the blue in 
April 2011, cheerfully 
announcing he was go-
ing to “ruin my day” 
by subpoenaing me, if 
necessary, to testify to 
the facts in my article 
about McAfee. After I 
cited press-shield laws, 
while expressing a will-
ingness to attest to the 
accuracy of the article in a notarized statement, I 
have not heard further from Fleming.)

Fleming recently told the Times that he thinks 
the lawsuit was a factor in McAfee’s decision to re-
locate to Belize: “I think he believes that because 
the US and Belize don’t have a bilateral treaty, a 
judgment in a US court is worthless in Belize. I 
don’t think he’s right about that.”

That’s a moot point, as in mid-December McAfee 
returned to the US—after escaping to Guatemala, 
where apparently he faked a heart attack to buy 
time. The 67-year-old McAfee is now trying to get 
his 20- and 17-year-old girlfriends to America.

On Belize’s Ambergris Caye, in any case, 
McAfee found far more serious trouble 
than a lawsuit. Whatever his motivations 

for moving there, he sold all his US property, the 
last piece being the Rodeo ranchland, auctioned 

off in 2009. He claimed to have lost most of his 
fortune in the recession, his net worth down to $4 
million.

In Belize, according to the Times, the “priapic 
67-year-old, with an improbable mop of blond-
highlighted hair and a rotating group of young 

girlfriends,” may have 
experimented with 
MDPV, a powerful 
psychoactive drug. Or 
maybe his online inter-
est in the drug was an 
elaborate prank, fod-
der for his blog. Belize’s 
prime minister, Dean 
Barrow, called McAfee 
“bonkers.”

It is clear that 
McAfee had words 
with Gregory Viant 
Faull, a 52-year-old 
American neighbor 
who complained about 
McAfee’s noisy dogs. 
Then several of the 
dogs were poisoned. 
Then, on Nov. 11, Faull 
was found shot dead, 
lying in a pool of blood 
in his house. His laptop 
and iPhone were miss-
ing, and a 9-millimeter 

shell was found nearby. Police announced that 
McAfee was “a person of interest” in the case.

McAfee “quickly melted into the island’s lush 
green jungle,” according to the Times. Even as 20 po-
lice officers and members of Belize’s Gang Suppres-
sion Unit pursued him, McAfee kept up a string of 
high-tech communications with the press, protesting 
his innocence and expressing fears that Belize au-
thorities were seeking to frame and/or kill him.

None of the recent press reports sound 
much like the genial guy who offered to 
take me up in a “kite plane” over New Mex-

ico’s Chiricahua Mountains. (I politely declined.) 
McAfee had discovered aerotrekking on a 2002 
flight to Nepal with his then-girlfriend Jennifer Ir-
win, 22, while reading the inflight magazine. They 
moved to Arizona to learn to fly ultralights, then 
began searching for a place to build an airstrip.

McAfee and Irwin spent a total of 17 weeks driv-
ing a yellow Hummer across the desert in search 
of a site removed enough from civilization to base 
the “Sky Gypsies.” He explained the decision to 
pick Rodeo: “There are other, less-populous areas, 
in Nevada and Utah, but here you have mountains, 
desert, playas, canyons—it’s so varied and beauti-
ful, it makes every day a different day when you fly. 
You could spend a month here and go to a different 
place every day.”

He built a 7,200-foot airstrip outside of town 
and ultimately invested nearly $12 million in a 
network of ultralight landing spots—an 1,100-mile 

The Tumbleweeds Top 10
Who and what’s been making news from 
New Mexico this past month, as measured by 
mentions in Google News (news.google.com). 
Trends noted are vs. last month’s total hits; * 
indicates new to the list. Number in parenthe-
sis indicates last month’s Top 10 rank. With 
election news fading, we can start worrying 
about whether Virgin Galactic will stiff New 
Mexico and our brand-new Spaceport.
1. (3) New Mexico wolves—9,550 hits (▲)
2. (4) New Mexico drought—7,030 hits (▲)
3. (-) New Mexico spaceport—5,001 hits (▲)
4. (-) Virgin Galactic—4,150 hits (▲)
5. (-) New Mexico Bowl—3,860 hits *
6. (5) Gov. Susana Martinez—1,890 hits (▼)
7. (2) ExGov. Gary Johnson + president— 
1,460 hits (▼)
8. (-) Sen. Tom Udall—1,010 hits (▲)
9. (-) Richard Branson + New Mexico—1,002 
hits (▲)
10. (6) ExGov. Bill Richardson—933 hits (▼)

John McAfee with one of his “kite planes” in Rodeo, NM, in 2007. 
(Photos by David A. Fryxell)

Sign on the highway outside Rodeo, in 2007.
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circuit throughout southwest New Mexico and 
southeast Arizona.

To keep the Sky Gypsies fed and entertained 
between flights, McAfee also created a café serv-
ing espresso, quiche and imported soft drinks and 
hosting Friday-night karaoke. He opened a 35-seat 
“Galaxy Cinema” movie theater showing foreign 
films and pre-1945 Hollywood classics from his 
6,000-DVD collection. He housed his buddies in 15 
gleamingly restored Airstream trailers, each paired 
with an antique auto of precisely matching vintage.

Neighbors in Rodeo and nearby Portal, Ariz., 
didn’t quite know what to make of all this. After 
complaints about the buzzing of ultralights over-
head, McAfee began inviting folks over for flights 
and movies, whose showings were advertised at 
the post office in Rodeo.

Other than the recession, it’s not clear 
what happened to turn this cheerful “Sky 
Gypsy” into the “horrible neighbor” with 

guns, armed guards, prostitutes and noisy dogs 
described in the New York Times. Always a thrill-
seeker, maybe John McAfee just got bored.

Or perhaps he failed to take his own advice and 
didn’t foresee how badly his Belize foray would all 
turn out—he didn’t think far enough ahead. On that 
sunny morning in 2007, he’d told me, “The problem 
with the Western world is that we don’t think far 
ahead enough. People are ambitious, wanting to 
get ahead in business, and that becomes their life. 
Then they retire, get a gold watch, and what the 
heck do they do now?”

He’d also told me, however, “I encourage young 
people to really think about their lives. It’s not just 
about getting lots of stuff right now. Life is a lot big-
ger than that. You have to recognize opportunity as 
it floats by.… Life is a very fluid thing. Sometimes if 
you’re willing to abandon something you hold dear-
ly on an off chance to grasp what’s floating by, you’ll 
be more satisfied. Life becomes a moveable feast.”

But sometimes you should just stay put and 
be satisfied with what you have. Sometimes you 
should let that “off chance” float on by. Maybe 

John McAfee should have stayed in New Mexico, 
with the canyons and the coyotes, up in the clouds 
like Icarus. k

David A. Fryxell is editor of Desert Expo-
sure. His original story on John McAfee is 
available online at www.desertexposure.
com/200711/200711_mcafee_icarus.php.
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special report 
from Wired 
magazine.
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100 Hikes • Linda Ferrara

Year-Round Route
Exploring the CD Trail in the Burro Mountains.

Editor’s note: In our No-
vember issue, Linda Ferrara 
wrote about her successful 
effort to complete 100 hikes 
around the Silver City area in 
a 12-month span (“100 Hikes 
in a Year”). Reader response 
to her article was such that 
we’ve asked her to share 
details of her favorite hikes in 
a new ongoing feature.

Name: Continental Divide 
(CD) Trail—Burro Mountains

Difficulty: Easy to Moder-
ate

Directions: From High-
way 90 at Ridge Road, take 
Highway 90 south 10.2 miles. 
Turn right onto Tyrone Road. 
Stay on this dirt road for 7.2 miles. There are sever-
al turn-offs and curves; just stay on the main road 
until you see CD Trail markers on the trees at the 
7.2 mile marker.

Hike Description: We took the trail to the 
south (on the left), towards Jack’s Peak. It is well 
marked in most places, easily found in others. 
You’ll enjoy pine trees, views of the Mogollons, 
some sandy areas, a few gates that are closed but 
unlocked. The trail wanders up and down some 
easy hills and then after a mile or so starts its rise 
up towards Jack’s Peak. It’s a good trail for any 
hiker as you can turn back if it’s too steep for your 
condition. There are many hiking options off of 
this road to explore.

Notes: This would be a good hike for any time 
of the year since it is nicely shaded for much of 
the trail. If you are climbing up to the top, consider 
going early in the day if you are hiking in the heat 
of summer.

Helpful Hint: When I was stuck up on a ridge 
and couldn’t find my way down, I followed a cow 
trail that showed me the route. Think about what 
animals do and need. Their trails can bring you to 
water, trails, roads, civilization. k

Linda Ferrara is a former Silver City real-
estate agent and, of course, a hiker.

View from the Continental Divide Trail, off Highway 90 south of Silver 
City in the Burro Mountains. (Photo by Linda Ferrara)

Counting Coins for a 
Community Training?

Apply for
Freeport-McMoRan & Grant County 

Community Health Council’s 

Community Enhancement Fund
Easy 2-page application, proposals reviewed quarterly & quick grant turn around.

A partnership between Freeport-McMoRan and the Health Council has made
over $100,000 available to bring speakers and trainers to Grant County.

Instead of sending one or two people to an expensive training elsewhere,
you can bring the trainer HERE! Educate your whole sta� and the community to

promote greater change and have a larger impact that you dreamed possible.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUND DEADLINES:

Jan. 18, Apr. 19, July 19 & Oct. 18, 2013

Grant Requirements?
Your speaker/trainer has to address one of the Health Council’s
priority areas listed below:
  • Increase programs and treatment options for behavioral health in the county.
  • Increase community safety levels in the area.
  • Encourage sustainable economic development in the community.
  • Raise the �tness and nutrition levels of county residents.
  • Increase the number of resilient families in Grant County.

Please contact (575) 388-1198
email: healthcouncil@grmc.org

214 N. Black Street, Silver City, NM, 88061

 WNMU Small Business Development Center
in partnership with

The Wellness Coalition Nonpro�t Resource Center
and

Hidalgo Medical Services Center for Health Innovation
present:

A�ordable Care Act:
What does it mean for me?

A practical information session provided by
Nandini Pillai Kuehn, Ph.D., MHA

President of the Board of New Mexico Health Connections

New Mexico is moving forward with establishing a Health Insurance 
Exchange—the online market place where consumers, small businesses 
and nonpro�ts can shop for the best coverage for themselves and their 
employees. ACA tax incentives for providing insurance to employees 
have already kicked in, and additional sections of the law coming into 
e�ect in 2014 will make it more a�ordable and predictable for small 
businesses to cover their sta�.

Attend one or both of the seminars to be ready for 2014!
A�ordable Care Act for Individuals

Wednesday, January 16, 2013, 4:30 PM – 6:30 PM

A�ordable Care Act for Employers
Thursday, January 17, 2013, 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM

Besse-Forward Global Resource Center Auditorium, 
Western New Mexico University Campus

12th and Kentucky, Silver City, NM

Contact:  The Wellness Coalition Nonpro�t Resource Center   
575-534-0665 x231 or brenna@wellnesscoalition.org 

or Small Business Development Center 
575-538-6320 or email sbdc@wnmu.edu

THE BIKEWORKS
a community bicycle workshop

The Bike Works Shop • 815 E. 10th St. • 388-1444
 Th: 3pm-7pm • Sa: 10am-2pm-RIDE, 2pm-5pm

We now accept credit cards! 

New downtown location with Energy Ideal 
(College & Bullard)

Winter hibernation hours for December & January while 
Dave studies bikes in India.

Affordable Used Bikes For Sale
Do It Yourself Repairs, Parts Available

Earn-A-Bike, Weekly Bike Rides

2320 Hwy 180E • Silver City, NM • 575-538-5644

Video Stop
$5 DVD Sale!
Thousands of 
7 Day Rentals
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Sitting in his new Red Earth 
Gallery on Silver City’s 
Yankie Street, surrounded 

by four walls filled with startling-
ly colorful pieces of his work, 
photographer Pud Franzblau 
laughs and throws up his hands.

“People ask me that all the 
time!” he says. “But how can I 
compare these apples to those 
oranges? ‘Pick a favorite’? It’s 
just impossible!”

He glances at a back wall, 
hung with large photos of cav-
ernous holes carved by wind and 
rain in wavy orange rock walls—
the impressive and instantly fa-
miliar slot canyons of Utah.

“Okay, maybe that’s my fa-
vorite shot of a slot canyon. But 
what about the scenics?” he 
asks, gesturing at photos of the moon in cold, clear 
desert skies, of purple and blue mountain ranges, 
of a solitary yucca in a sea of gypsum white sand. 
“How do I compare that to the ancient rock art? Or 
the flowers?”

He looks around the gallery, section by sec-
tion. He leans back in his chair and a smile creeps 
across his face.

“Well, I can tell you this. That’s my luckiest 
shot—because of the lightning.”

The photo is eye-
catching because of 
many factors: steep 
trails from every craggy 
rock wall lead down 
into a deep canyon, the 
dark electric blue of a 
stormy sky overhead vi-
sually compliments the 
red and brown below.

And there, right over 
the canyon, a single 
bolt of lightning strikes 
down, a jagged streak 
of white in the center of 
the bruise-colored sky.

As with all of Franz-
blau’s striking images—
including the photo 
on this issue’s cover—
there is a story behind 
the stunning visual 
beauty. This lightning-
lit photo was taken in 
Ticaboo Canyon, west 
of Lake Powell in Southern Utah.

“I was trying to get a shot of these flash floods 
pouring down,” he says, gesturing to the silver-
white rivers of water streaming down out of crags 
in the rock ledges. Franzblau describes how he and 
his brother had hiked down into the canyon. “The 

sky was dark, so we knew something was coming.”
As the storm kicked up, Franzblau and his 

brother high-tailed it up and out.
“We ran up as best we could. Lightning was ev-

erywhere! Rocks were getting hit and just explod-
ing!” he recalls. “(My brother) described it ‘like a 
mortar attack in Viet Nam.’ He left, but I sat in my 
truck. I thought, ‘There’s gonna be a shot here…’”

Franzblau pauses, then laughs. “My family 
swears I’m gonna get killed someday trying to get 

a picture.”
His camera posi-

tioned on a tripod, 
Franzblau activated the 
shutter with a remote 
push button device, the 
shot taken at the exact 
right moment to cap-
ture the strike.

“Sure enough, there 
was a shot. And there 
it is,” he says, pointing 
out the magical bolt, “at 
125th of a second shut-
ter speed.”

Franzblau got into 
photography as a 
passionate hobby. 

“I always wanted to be 
a photographer,” says 
the erstwhile teacher 
with a degree in atmo-
spheric chemistry—
knowledge that helps 

him take great photos and shortened his learning 
curve regarding photography. But knowing exactly 
what he wanted to see in his prints made him a 
bit of a burr under the saddle of the fine folks at 
Kodak.

“I used to send my slides to Kodak to get them 
developed and printed. But I 
didn’t like the results and I’d 
send them back to be redone, 
sometimes over and over. Finally 
this guy at Kodak told me, ‘Look, 
if you want it better, you’re go-
ing to have to do it yourself!’ So 
I bought a whole bunch of dark-
room equipment in the mid-80s. 
By 1990, I was making all kinds 
of photos.”

He started getting his work 
into galleries by the early 1990s, 
he says, and soon had consign-
ments in 20 galleries all over the 
West. In 2004, he went to Austra-
lia for over a year, “taking a huge 
number of pictures,” he says. 

Arts Exposure • Donna Clayton Walter

True Colors
Pud Franzblau uses classic film and paper—and no Photoshop tricks—

to capture the beauty of some of the world’s most stunning places.

Photographer Pud Franzblau in his Red Earth Gallery in downtown 
Silver City. (Photo by Donna Clayton Walter)

“Lightning and Flash Flood, Ticaboo Canyon,” photograph by Pud 
Franzblau.

“Five Orchids,” photograph by Pud Franzblau.

FRANZBLAU continued 
on next page
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American artists 
and artists of 
New Mexico

www.victoriachick.com
Cow Trail Art Studio

119 Cow Trail, Arenas Valley, NM  
Noon - 3  M,Thurs, Fri, Sat.

Antique and Collectible 19th and 20th Century
Original Prints and Drawings

Tom Manners   “Swamp Oaks”

CUSTOM FRAMING
ART SUPPLIES 

FRAME & ART CENTERL
L
C

Where Creativity, People and Materials Meet

1100 S. Main, Ste. 108 (at Idaho) • Las Cruces, NM 88005 
www.frameandart.com • Ph/Fax (575)526-2808 

Spiritual arts and gifts from around the world

505 N. Bullard •  Silver City, NM
Open Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 10am to 4pm. 575-535-2624

   We will be closed Jan. 17, 18 and 19 
for winter holiday.

Blessings to all in the New Year ahead!

“Be joyful, though you have 
considered all the facts.”

—Wendell Berry

Spiritual arts and gifts from around the world
 We will be closed Jan. 17, 18 and 19 

Spiritual arts and gifts from around the world
 We will be closed Jan. 17, 18 and 19 

for winter holiday.

Spiritual arts and gifts from around the world
 We will be closed Jan. 17, 18 and 19 

for winter holiday.

Spiritual arts and gifts from around the world
 We will be closed Jan. 17, 18 and 19 

for winter holiday.

Spiritual arts and gifts from around the world
 We will be closed Jan. 17, 18 and 19 

for winter holiday.
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Then in 2007, he and his wife landed in Bisbee 
where he opened his own gallery, which he oper-
ated until this past June when the couple moved 
to Silver City.

Franzblau is an adamant purist when it comes 
to creating images—no Photoshop, no filters, just 
him, his camera and film. He prints using the Ilfa-
chrome process.

“They don’t make this stuff anymore,” he says 
of the special paper required. “It has the best color 
rendition and it doesn’t fade or yellow. I saw the 
end coming and I bought freezers full of the paper, 
refrigerators for the chemicals.”

Franzblau shoots with Fuji film. “I used to use 
Kodachrome, but now that’s not made, either.” His 
equipment of choice is a 35-millimeter Olympus 
camera, “with 10 lenses, from a 16-millimeter fish-
eye up to 600-millimeters.”

He points out a particularly striking image hang-
ing on one of the nearby walls.

“You see that sunset? That’s exactly what I saw, 
in that moment,” he says. “The colors were actual-
ly like that. It’s not manipulated. No filters, no Pho-
toshop. Just the film, the paper and that moment 
in time! The beauty of this (Ilfachrome) process is 
that you get to see what it actually looked like, at 
that moment.”

Getting to the moment is 
often a story in itself. 
Franzblau tells how he’s 

slept at the mouths of canyons to 
be in the right place at the right 
time, with just the right light to 
capture the image he wants. 
Sometimes, he says, it’s a matter 
of being there for hours, some-
times coming back to a site over 
a period of many days to find just 
what he’s looking for. 

“Sometimes I know that I have to come back 
at a different season, when the sun will be exactly 
where I need it to see the colors,” he says.

Topically, Franzblau’s work could be divided 
into four distinct categories, as he describes them: 

slot canyons, ancient rock art, scenics and flowers. 
Each grouping brings its own special joy and chal-
lenge, he says.

“When I first started shooting the slot canyons, 
it just blew my mind,” he says, describing the pro-

cess of hiking through cavern-
ous valleys, on trails surrounded 
by winding rock walls. “It was 
like magic. Around every corner 
were things that I never even 
knew existed!”

The “scenics,” as he calls 
them, thrill him for other rea-
sons. He goes for stark beauty—
a lone yucca, a tree, the moon. 

“Moons are a special chal-
lenge,” he says. “A wisp of cloud 
can ruin it.”

Pointing out a White Sands photo, he comments 
that gypsum has a particularly beautiful reflective 
quality. “It’s not really sand, you know. And you can 
see the difference,” he says.

His flower images are of “special flowers,” 
he says. Capturing the unique 
beauty of an orchid blossom, 
a jimson weed bloom, a tropi-
cal Heliconia means finding the 
perfect bloom as well as the per-
fect angle, lighting and focus, he 
says. His photos of flowers could 
well have been studies for some 
of Georgia O’Keeffe’s paintings.

And of the ancient rock 
art, Franzblau says, “I’m 
fascinated by indigenous 

cultures. I’m a history buff, and 
I would sit for hours wondering 
who these people were.”

He points out two differ-
ent images, both from Utah, 
but one carved into a cave wall 
some 1,500 years ago, the other 
around 3,000 years ago.

FRANZBLAU continued

“Cordescent Canyon,” photograph by Pud Franz-
blau.

“Gallant Warriors,” photograph by Pud Franz blau.

“I saw the end 
coming and I bought 
freezers full of the 
paper, refrigerators 
for the chemicals.”

VICTORIA CHICK
Cow Trail Art Studio

• Contemporary Figurative Art 
• 19th and 20th Century Original Prints by

American and New Mexican Artists

NEW HOURS 
Mondays noon until 3 p.m. or by appointment

119 Cow Trail in Arenas Valley
www.victoriachick.com • (760) 533-1897

©DE

211A N. Texas • Corner of Texas & Yankie in Silver City • Open Tues-Sun 11-4 • 575-388-2646211A N. Texas • Corner of Texas & Yankie in Silver City • Open Tues-Sun 11-4 • 575-388-2646

Copper Quail Gallery

Come See Our MIXED MEDIA
RETABLOS

by

RITA 
SHERWOOD

Lois
Duffy
Studio

211-C N Texas St., Silver City
 www.loisduffy.com

Studio open
to the public

Saturdays 
from 

10 to 4 pm 
or by calling 

(575) 313-9631.



DESERT EXPOSURE JANUARY 2013 15

“We’re closer to these peo-
ple,” he says, pointing to the 
1,500-year-old image, “than these 
people are to each other!”

Another image, taken in Aus-
tralia, was carved by people 
during the Ice Age, he says, es-
timated at some 20,000-50,000 
years ago.

“I find this one especially in-
teresting because they’re wear-
ing clothes!” he says. “It really 
fascinates me. I mean, these are 
hunter-gatherers! How did they 
even find the time to create this 
art? And why did they do it? Was 
it just to document, as some 
people think, or was it to convey 
something they found beautiful 
or inspiring?”

Franzblau says that beyond 
the pure beauty of an image—
whether a flower, a sunset or the art of ancient 
people—there has to be a reason behind taking the 
picture. What is the artist’s view, he asks, and why 
is this vision worth capturing? What does it convey?

“My guiding philosophy is that a photo, or any 
work of art, needs to take you somewhere you 
haven’t been before and make you feel good.”

And here, on his gallery walls, painted a dark 
gray—not unlike rock—so as to 
avoid distracting from the works 
or casting a colored glow to the 
images, hang the images that 
Pud Franzblau finds important 
to share. k

See Pud Franzblau’s work 
at Red Earth Gallery, 108 

W. Yankie St., in Silver City, 
(505) 850-3182, www.pud-

franzblau.com. 
Donna Clayton Walter is a 

Silver City freelance writer.

ARTS EXPOSURE continued 
on next page

Above: “Heliconia,” photograph by Pud Franz blau. Below left: 
Franzblau in his gallery. (Photo by Donna Clayton Walter)

1001 Pope Street, Silver City, NM
575-388-1788 • www.garlandrealestatesilvercity.com 

Now offering Property Management Services! 
Call Paul (575)388-1449

Experts in Southwest Real Estate

5 offices in 
New Mexico:  
Las Cruces, 
Silver City, 

Deming, 
Alamagordo, 

Tularosa
Paul Ciano, QB

Realtor of the year 2010
pjciano@gmail.com

575-313-5919

Gary Edwards, QB
garybbedwards@gmail.com

575-590-4458

Cassie Carver Dominguez
cassiedrealtor@gmail.com

575-313-0308

Daniel D. Cook
dcookrealtor@gmail.com

575-590-7773

Dina Patton
dpatton@aznex.net

575-574-8117

Mike Placencio
bigmikesilvercity@yahoo.com

575-313-4295

Cindy Gomez
ccindee71@hotmail.com

505-550-7841

 Move in ready! Custom 
touches throughout this 

immaculate 2b/2ba. 
MLS #29618. Call Paul

Bring the horses! 3b/2ba on 9 
acres surrounded by forest. 

MLS #29574. Call Dina.

3b/2ba in historic downtown 
w/ very cozy setting. 

$208,000. MLS #29530. 
Call Dan.

4b/2.5 ba on over 1/4 acre 
close to town. MLS #29470. 

Call Mike or Paul.

Secluded country living just 
minutes to University area / 

town.  MLS #29550. 
Call Mike

Move in ready! 4b/3ba w/ 
great kitchen.  A must see! 

$157,000. MLS # 29607. 
Call Dina 

538-5865 or 534-4324
ConvsDance@aol.com
2020 Cottage San Rd.

Silver City, NM  88061 

Conservatory of  Dance
           

Don’t Miss…

The Nutcracker 
Ballet

Friday, Jan. 11 at 10 am 
(School Performance)

Saturday, Jan. 12 at 2 pm 
(Public Performance)

Fine Arts Center Theatre 

WNMU

Studio II Dancewear

For all of your dancewear needs
CAPEZIO • LEO • SANSHA

other quality dancewear & dance items

Tickets are available at the studio
$5.00 adults $3.00 under 12 and seniors

2020 Cottage San Rd., Silver City

Ballroom Blitz 6 week session begins Jan. 18.
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Arts Exposure

Arts Scene
The latest area art happenings.

Silver City/Grant County

Mary Frances Don-
delinger will present 
two workshops up-

stairs at Leyba & Ingalls Arts 
this month. Jan. 18-21 will be 
“The Wonders of Egg Tempera” 
and Jan. 25-28 is “Learn Tradi-
tional Iconography.” 315 N. Bul-
lard St., 388-5725.

A new exhibit will be open-
ing Jan. 4 in the Mimbres Re-
gion Art Council Gallery in 
the Wells Fargo Bank building,  
featuring the photography of lo-
cal “FeVa Fotos” photographers 
Sandy Feutz and Tom Vaughan. 
“Celebrate Silver” is the theme 
for this show, with many never-
seen-before photos of local 
events, people, places and more. 
The exhibit, which runs through 
Jan. 31, opens with a reception 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 4.

Copper Quail Gallery will be featuring mixed-
media retablos by Rita Sherwood. 211-A Texas St., 
388-2646.

First place in the recent San Vicente Artists’ 
Members Show went to Luanne Brooten for a wa-
tercolor, “The Sheltering Tree.” Second and third 
places went to Sandy Feutz and Nancy Wachholz.

Our March 2008 cover artist, Louis Baum, died 
in mid-December in a five-car crash near Pecos, 
Texas. Baum, 79, had been a fixture in the Grant 
County arts scene since moving here in 2006, and 
operated the popular A.I.R. Coffee in Bayard for 
several years.

Las Cruces/Mesilla

The Museum of Art continues “Las Cruces 
Collects,” an exhibition of artworks from 
private art collections in the area, through 

Jan. 19. Works of art featured in this display are 
as varied as the tastes of local art connoisseurs. 
For Ammu and Rama Devasthali, their collection 
is a reflection of personal travels and their inter-
est in world culture. Many of the pieces they chose 
to display are from India, Canada and the United 
States. David Sudimak and Phil Born chose to fea-
ture works from the Las Cruces arts scene. For 
David Sorenson, collecting is a personal journey 
of discovery that has had an impact on his own de-
velopment as an artist. Works by significant Scan-

dinavian artists are represented in his collection. 
The fourth collector, Charles Townley, focuses on 
contemporary Chinese art.

As part of the ongoing exhibition, the museum 
will host a gallery talk and tour by Ammu Devasth-
ali on Saturday, Jan. 12, at 1 p.m.  “Art reflects the 
culture, ethics, struggles, and dreams of people 
and this varies depending on where they live,” she 
says.  “My husband and I have a very eclectic col-
lection based on the fact that we purchase art from 
every country we visit. The only criteria are that 
the works speak to us on some level.”

The museum will also host a lecture by art collec-
tor and artist David Sorensen at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 19, the final day of the exhibition. “Art and col-
lecting is a family tradition,” says Sorensen.  While 
on their honeymoon in post-World War II Paris, his 
parents purchased works by artists Joan Miro and 
Paul Gauguin. “My parents gave generously to help 
their children and grandchildren start and expand 
their own collections.” 491 N. Main St., 541-2137, 
www.las-cruces.org/museums.

The Branigan Cultural Center continues its 
exhibit “Pueblo to Pueblo: The Legacy of Southwest 
Indian Pottery,” through Feb. 16. It displays a hun-
dred years of artifacts that date from the mid-19th 
to the mid-20th centuries. While many pieces follow 
conservative and traditional styles of this Pueblo art 
form, others are more representative of items made 
specifically for the market place. The display is 

“Land of Enchantment—Truchas, NM,” oil on canvas by Kathleen 
Squires, part of the “Las Cruces Collects” show continuing at the Las 
Cruces Museum of Art.

©DE

Vicki’s Eatery
315 N. Texas 

388-5430
Breakfast M-Sat 7-10:30 

• Sun 8-2 • Lunch M-Sat 11-3

Lois Duffy Art
211C N. Texas

313-9631

Yankie Street 
Artists

103 W. Yankie
519-0615

Seedboat Gallery
214 W. Yankie

534-1136

Yankie Creek 
Coffee House
112 W. Yankie

534-9025
M-Sat 7a to 6p • Sun 7a to 4p

Copper Quail Gallery
211A N. Texas

388-2646

Yankie/Texas
ART DISTRICT

at the crossroads of  Yankie & Texas Streets in Historic Downtown Silver City

Artesanos Gallery
211B  N. Texas

519-0804

Molly Ramolla 
Gallery & Framing

303 & 307 N. Texas
538-5538 or 654-0334
www.ramollaart.com

LEYBA & INGALLS

ARTS
315 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM

(575) 388-5725
www.LeybaIngallsARTS.com

We carry the finest in art supplies as well as art for the discriminating collector

Is the useable part white...?
Then it’s on sale!
JANUARY 
WHITE SALE

25% off list price or more! 

©
D

E

Only one discount applies...best discount will be calculated!
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drawn exclusively from the vast collection of Union 
Station and the Kansas City Museum 

J. Paul Taylor will host an informal walk and 
talk through another continuing exhibit, “Life in 
Reflection: the Photography of Mary Daniels Tay-
lor,” on Jan. 23 at 10 a.m. The exhibit runs through 
Jan. 26. 501 N. Main St. 541-2154

Rokoko Gallery is hosting 
an opening reception for the 
artists in its “Refrigerator Art 
Show” on Jan. 11 from 6-9 p.m. 
The show continues through 
Feb. 23. 1785 Avenida de Mer-
cado, 405-8877.

Mesquite Art Gallery will 
feature a collection of White 
Sands photographs in January, 
with a reception Saturday, Jan. 
12, 4- 6 p.m. 340 N Mesquite St., 
640-3502.

The NMSU Art Department 
Faculty Triennial, orga-
nized by curator Linda 

Weintraub, opens on Friday, Jan. 
25, from 5-7 p.m. at the Univer-
sity Art Gallery. Weintraub will 
also give a talk as a participant 
in the Material Thought, Visit-
ing Artist/Scholar Program, on 

Thursday, Jan. 24, at 6 p.m. in the Health and Social 
Services auditorium, Room 101. The lecture and the 
exhibition are free and open to the public.

Weintraub, who lives near Rhinebeck, NY, is 
an artist, educator, author and curator focusing 
on contemporary art with an environmental and 
social consciousness. She has curated more than 

55 exhibitions, many of which 
have toured nationally and in-
ternationally. She has authored 
a number of well-known essays, 
catalogs and textbooks used in 
college instruction about cur-
rent trends in contemporary art. 
Weintruab was the first director 
of the Edith C. Blum Art Insti-
tute at Bard College for 10 years, 
and Henry R. Luce Professor of 
Emerging Arts at Oberlin Col-
lege from 2000-2003, where she 

ARTS SCENE continued 
on next page

Above and below, winners in the Doña Ana Camera Club’s an-
nual contest. In “Chopper” by Rob Peinert, above, because of the 
overcast skies and a somewhat gray background, Peinert converted 
the image to a  monochromatic one, boosted the contrast, and gave 
it some color by adjusting the tone. “Bright Night” by Lisa Mandel-
kern, below, is the result of many late trips to the desert, often with 
other camera club members. Because it was shot on a moonless 
night, the star trails were even more pronounced, complemented by 
a simple foreground.

www.abeador2.com
Inside  Thunder Creek Quilt Company

703 N. Bullard • 388-8973

Mon.-Fri. 9-5
Sat 9-4

Closed Sunday

A Bead or Two 
January

Clearance

30% off
store wide

(excluding consignment jewelry)

Punkie 
Garretson

owner

218 N. Bullard c 575-388-1737 
in Historic Downtown Silver City

Blackwell’s
Antiques 

& Gifts

Consignments
Encouraged

Wishing All
a Safe

and Happy
New Year!
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Arts Exposure

Gallery Guide

taught eco-art. 
 The gallery is located in D.W. Wil-

liams Hall, 1390 E. University, near 
the intersection of Solano Avenue. 
646-2545, www.nmsu.edu/artgal.

A photo of a helicopter, taken 
at a Texas air show by pho-
tographer Rob Peinert, was 

named Photo of the Year by judges 
in the third annual Doña Ana Cam-
era Club contest. For the first time, 
judges also awarded a Photographer 
of the Year award, to club member 
Lisa Mandelkern.

Peinert, a freelance photogra-
pher, joined the club this year after 
moving to Las Cruces from Texas. 
His winning photo is a monochro-
matic rendering of a helicopter at an 
air show in Kingsville, Texas, with 
billowing clouds above the blades. 
Peinert used a fisheye lens and a conversion to 
black and white to achieve a dramatic effect.

Mandelkern submitted three blue-ribbon-win-
ning entries to earn the Photographer of the Year 
award. Color photos from a Day of the Dead ob-
servance in Las Cruces and a celebration in Co-
lumbus, plus a shot of “star trails” in the night sky 
made up her portfolio. “I love to photograph at 
public events,” Mandelkern says. “I try to see the 
sights, walk around and open up to environments, 
situations and relationships.” The results can be 
more understandable or more puzzling and roman-
tic, “all interesting ways of looking at things,” she 
says. Her night shot was the result of many trips 
into the desert, often with other club members. 
She has perfected her night-time photography with 
a combination of “patience and luck,” she says.

The Doña Ana Camera Club conducts one com-
petition each year, but more typically focuses on 
enhancing photo skills and encouraging members 
of all skill levels. The club meets on the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month at the Southwest En-

vironmental Center. dacameraclub.org.

Hidalgo County

The Chiricahua Gallery has added a new artist, 
sculptor Barbara L. Harrison, who splits her 
time between Tyrone and Longboat Key, Flor-

ida. She is known for her wall and ceiling suspended 
sculptures of solid brass. Two large wall sculptures 
were commissioned by Neiman Marcus for their per-
manent collection. Both are on view at their store in 
Tampa. Other corporate commissions include the 
Bank of Toyko in New York City, Computervision in 
Boston, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and 
the Educational Testing Service, both in Princeton, 
NJ, and the New York Academy of Medicine in New 
York City. 5 Pine St., Rodeo, 557-2225. k

All phone numbers are area code 575 except as 
noted. Send gallery news to: events@desertexpo-

sure.com.

ARTS SCENE continued

Silver City
Ann SimonSen Studio-GAllery, 

104 W. Yankie St., 654-5727.
Art + ConverSAtion, 614 N. Bul-

lard, 388-3350. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sundays 12 a.m.-6 p.m. Gallery 
and gathering space. www.artandcon-
versation.com.

ArteSAnoS, 211-B N. Texas St., 
519-0804. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sun. 12-6 p.m.

[A]SP.“A”©e, 110 W. 7th St., 
538-3333, aspace.studiogallery@
gmail.com.

Azurite GAllery, 110 W. Broad-
way, 538-9048, Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. www.azuritegallery.com.

Blue dome GAllery, 60 Bear 
Mountain Ranch Road (Bear Mountain 
Lodge, 2251 Cottage San Road), 534-
8671. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. www.bluedomegallery.
com.

ClAyful HAndS, 622 N. California, 
534-0180. By appointment. Phoebe 
Lawrence.

ClAymoon Studio, 13 Jade Dr., 
313-6959. Marcia Smith. By appoint-
ment.

Common tHreAd, 107 W. Broad-
way, 538-5733. Mon., Thurs, Fri. and 
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Retail and gallery 
space for fiber arts. www.fiberartscol-
lective.org.

CoPPer QuAil GAllery, 211-A 
Texas St., corner of Yankie and Texas, 
388-2646. Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Fine arts and crafts.

Cow trAil Art Studio, 119 Cow 
Trail in Arenas Valley. Mon., Thurs.-
Sat., 12-3 p.m. www.victoriachick.
com.

CreAtionS & AdornmentS, 108 
N. Bullard, 534-4269. Mon.-Sat. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Work by Diane Reid.

drAGonfly Studio, 508 W 6th St., 
388-8646. By appointment.

frAnCiS mCCrAy GAllery, 1000 
College Ave., WNMU, 538-6517.

GAllery 400, Gila House, 400 N. 
Arizona, 313-7015. Tues.-Sat., 1-6 
p.m. www.gilahouse.com.

Howell deSiGn & GAllery, 200 
W. Market St., 388.2993. www.
anthonyhowell.com.

Jeff KuHnS Pottery, 3029 Pinos 
Altos Road, 534-9389. By appoint-
ment.

leyBA & inGAllS ArtS, 315 N. 
Bullard St., 388-5725. Mon.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Contemporary art ranging 
from realism to abstraction in a variety 
of media featuring artists Crystal Fore-
man Brown, Romaine Begay, Christana 
Brown, Susan Brinkley, Gordee 
Headlee, Diana Ingalls Leyba, Dayna 
Griego, Constance Knuppel, Mary 
Alice Murphy, Phillip Parotti, Betsey 
Resnick, Teri Matelson, Joe Theiman, 
Zoe Wolfe, Melanie Zipin. www.Ley-
baIngallsARTS.com, LeybaIngallsART@
zianet.com.

loiS delonG Studio, 2309 Paul 
Place, 388-4759. By appointment.

loiS duffy Art Studio, 211C 
N. Texas, 534-0822. Sat. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.  Original paintings, cards and 
prints. www.loisduffy.com, loisduffy@
signalpeak.net.

mAry’S fine Art, 414 E. 21st St., 
956-7315. Mary A. Gravelle.

mimBreS reGion ArtS CounCil 
GAllery, Wells Fargo Bank Bldg., 
1201 N. Pope St. www.mimbresarts.
org.

molly rAmollA GAllery & frAm-
inG, 307 N. Texas, 538-5538. www.
ramollaart.com.

off BeAd GAllery, 701 N. Bul-
lard, 388-8973. Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

ol’ weSt GAllery & merCAntile, 
104 W. Broadway, 388-1811/313-
2595. Daily 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

red eArtH GAllery, 108 W. 
Yankie St., (505) 850-3182, www.
pudfranzblau.com.

SeedBoAt Center for tHe ArtS, 
214 W. Yankie St., 534-1136. Mon., 
Thurs.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sun. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tues.-Weds. by ap-
pointment. info@seedboatgallery.com.

Silver SPirit GAllery, 215 W. 
Broadway, 388-2079.

StonewAlKer Studio, 105 Country 
Road, 534-0530. By appointment. 
Barbara Jorgen Nance.

Studio BeHind tHe mountAin, 23 
Wagon Wheel Lane, 388-3277. By 
appointment. www.jimpalmerbronze.
com.

tHe StudioSPACe, 109 N. Bullard 
St., 534-9291. www.jessgorell.com.

Studio uPStAirS, 109 N. Bullard 
St., 574-2493. By appointment.

SuSAn SzAJer Studio, Sanctuary 
Road, 313-7197 By appointment.

tAtiAnA mAriA GAllery, 305 & 
307 N. Bullard St., 388-4426.

toP HAt Art, 115 N. Bayard.
tundAr GAllery & Studio, 110 

Yankie, 597-0011.
21 lAtiGo trAil, 388-4557. 

Works by Barbara Harrison and 
others.

twin SiSterS CyClinG, 303 N. 
Bullard St., 538-3388. Mini-gallery. 
Tues.-Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

two SPirit GAllery, 313 N. Bul-
lard, Suite B, 534-4563. Mon.-Sat. 11 
a.m.-4 p.m.

wild weSt weAvinG, 211-D N. 
Texas, 313-1032, www.hosanaeilert.
com. Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

yAnKie St. ArtiSt StudioS, 103 
W. Yankie St., 313-1032. By appoint-
ment.

zoe’S GAllery, 305 N. Cooper 
St., 654-4910.

tyrone
moonStruCK Art Studio, 501 

Covellite Dr., 956-5346, 654-5316. 
By appointment.

Sun dAwG Studio, 501 Malachite 
Ave., 388-3551. By appointment.

PinoS AltoS
HeArSt CHurCH GAllery, Gold St., 

574-2831. Open late-April to early-
October. Fri., Sat., Sun. and holidays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

mimBreS
CHAmomile ConneCtion, 3918 

Highway 35N, 536-9845. Lynnae 
McConaha. By appointment.

Lois Duffy Art Gallery in Silver City is now Lois Duffy Art Studio. 
The Studio will be open to the public every Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., showing paintings, prints and cards by Lois Duffy, 
whose “Catwalk” is pictured above.

11745 HWY 180 E
3 miles east of Silver City

575-388-4101
1-888-388-4101

The place to go in Silver City for your cat’s and dog’s boarding, grooming, dietary and training needs.

www.misamigospetcare.com

 pick up some training tips by visiting our Facebook 
page—Mis Amigos Pet Care or by dropping by Mis Amigos 

Training enhances the bond with dogs.

Visit
www.trainyourdogmonth.com!

national
Train

YourDog
monthBrought to you by

The Association of Pet Dog Trainers

One of the mistakes we often make with our dogs is thinking that dogs see 
training classes in the same way that we often see being in school – in other 
words, that learning is reserved for the classroom!  In truth, dogs (and 
people) are constantly learning every second of every day. To have a truly 
well mannered dog, you need to reinforce the behaviors that you want 
during the course of your daily life.

  Did you know Mis Amigos Pet Care Center offers regular training 
  classes for Canine Good Manners?

  Did you know you can start training your puppy as early as 7 weeks 
  of age or as soon as you bring him home?

  Did you know Mis Amigos offers free potty training advice?  

  Did you know that training your dogs creates a wonderful bond 
  and lasting relationship with our canine companions?

Make time this month to teach your dog something.  Need help?  

388-2897 • Open: Mon - Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4

The Marketplace
Downtown in The Hub
601 N. Bullard, Unit D

• Huge store
• Tons of stuff
• New/used items
• Great prices

Vendors
We rent selling space 
for $1 a square foot.

Come In For 
Our Store-Wide 

January 
Clearance Sale

For more information log on to:
www.wbstanford.com • (575) 382- 9447

New Mexico Buckle Set
by W. Bruce Stanford 

Limited edition bronze three or four piece buckle set each 
signed and numbered. Made entirely in Las Cruces.

Available on the 400 block of Main Street during the Las 
Cruces Farmers and Crafts Market most Saturday  mornings 

and Monday thru Saturday at 
M. Phillips Fine Gifts, 221 N. Main St., Las Cruces, NM 

(575) 525-1367.  

Located 1810 South Ridge Rd. next to Chevron

call…
575-538-0850

Scott Thomson
Horsemanship

Silver City, NM • (575) 388-1830
hsthomson@msn.com

“You become 
responsible forever 

for what you’ve 
tamed.”

—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 
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CottAGe StAined GlASS & more, 
Cedar Lane off Hwy. 35, 536-3234. 
Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 2-5 p.m.

KAte Brown Pottery And tile, 
HC 15 Box 1335, San Lorenzo, 536-
9935, katebrown@gilanet.com, www.
katebrownpottery.com. By appoint-
ment.

nArrie toole, Estudio de La Mon-
tura, 313-2565, www.narrietoole.com. 
Contemporary western oils, giclées 
and art prints. By appointment. 

reeSe-Benton ArtS, 3811 Hwy. 
35, 536-9487. By appointment.

BAyArd
KAtHryn Allen ClAy Studio, 601 

Erie St., 537-3332. By appointment.
t. Ali Studio, 421 E. Elm St., 537-

3470. By appointment.
HAnover

fierro CAnyon GAllery, 4 
Hermosa St., 537-3262, www.fier-
rocanyongallery.com. Thurs.-Mon. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

lA GAritA, 13 Humboldt, 537-
6624. By appointment.

Hurley
Jw Art GAllery, Old Hurley 

Store, 99 Cortez Ave., 537-0300. 
Weds.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., www.jwartgallery.com.

nortHern GrAnt County & CAtron 
County

Annie’S on tHe Corner, Hwy. 180 
and Adair, Luna, 547-2502.

CASitAS de GilA, 50 Casita Flats 
Road, Gila, 535-4455. Sat.-Sun. 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. or by appointment. 
gallery@casitasdegila.com, www.gal-
leryatthecasitas.com.

willow GAllery, Hwy. 15, Gila 
Hot Springs, 536-3021. By appoint-
ment.

meSillA
AdoBe PAtio GAllery, 1765 

Avenida de Mercado (in the Mesilla 
Mercado), 532-9310. Tues.-Sat. 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

GAleri Azul, Old Mesilla Plaza, 
523-8783. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

GAleriA on tHe PlAzA, 2310 Calle 
de Principal, 526-9771. Daily 10 
am.-6 p.m.

GAleríA tePín, 2220 Calle de 
Parian, 523-3988. Thurs.-Sun., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

meSillA vAlley fine ArtS GAl-
lery, 2470 Calle de Guadalupe, 522-

2933. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Sun. 12-5:30 p.m.

tHe PotterieS, 2260 Calle de 
Santiago, 524-0538.

roKoKo, 1785 Avenida de Mer-
cado, 405-8877.

lAS CruCeS
AleGre GAllery, 920 N Alameda 

Blvd., 523-0685.
Blue GAte GAllery, 311 Old 

Downtown Mall, 523-2950. Tue.-Fri. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-noon.

CHArleS inC., 1885 W Boutz Rd, 
523-1888, Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Cottonwood GAllery, 275 N. 
Downtown Mall (Southwest Environ-
mental Center), 522-5552. Mon.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m.

CreAtive HArmony, 220 N. 
Campo St., 312-3040. Weds.-Sun. 
12-5 p.m.

Cruz noPAl, 1175 W. Picacho, 
635-7899. Thurs.-Sat.10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
or by appointment. ouida@ouida-
touchon.com, www.ouidatouchon.com.

Cutter GAllery, 2640 El Pas-
eo,541-0658. Tues.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

GAlerie ACCentS, 344 S. San 
Pedro #3, 522-3567. Mon.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.

GriGGS & reymond, 504 W. 
Griggs Ave., 524-8450, Tue.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

JuStuS wriGHt GAleriA, 266 W. 
Court Ave., 526-6101, jud@delval-
leprintinglc.com.

J.t. mACrorie Studio, 639 S. San 
Pedro, 524-1006.

lAS CruCeS muSeum of Art, 491 
N. Main St., 541-2137. Tues.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

lundeen inn of tHe ArtS, 618 S. 
Alameda Blvd., 526-3326. Daily 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.

mAin Street GAllery, 311 N. 
Downtown Mall, 647-0508. Tues.-Fri. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

meSQuite Art GAllery, 340 N. 
Mesquite St., 640-3502. Thur.-Fri. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 2-5 p.m.

mountAin GAllery And StudioS, 
138 W. Mountain St. Thurs.-Sun., 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.

m. PHilliP’S fine Art GAllery, 
221 N. Main St., 525-1367.

mvS StudioS, 535 N. Main, Stull 
Bldg., 635-5015, www.mvsstudios.
com.

new dimenSion Art worKS, 615 
E. Piñon, 373-0043.

new mexiCo Art, 121 Wyatt Dr., 

Suite 1, 525-8292/649-4876. Weds. 
1-6 p.m., Thurs.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

nmSu Art GAllery, Williams 
Hall, University Ave. east of Solano, 
646-2545. Tues.-Sun.

noPAlito’S GAleriA, 326 S. Mes-
quite. Fri.-Sun., 8 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Quillin Studio And GAllery, 
behind Downtown COAS Books, 312-
1064. Mon.-Thurs., Sat.

Studio 309, 309 E. Organ Ave., 
649-3781. By appointment.

Studio 909, 909 Raleigh Road, 
541-8648. By appointment.

tierrA montAnA GAllery, 535 
N. Main St., 635-2891. Tues.-Sat., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.

tomBAuGH GAllery, Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 2000 S. Solano, 
522-7281. Weds.-Fri. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
or by appointment.

unSettled GAllery & Studio, 905 
N. Mesquite, 635-2285.

virGiniA mAriA romero Studio, 
4636 Maxim Court, 644-0214. By 
appointment. agzromero@zianet.com , 
www.virginiamariaromero.com.

lA meSA
lA meSA StAtion GAllery, 16205 

S. Hwy. 28, 233-3037. Fri.-Sat. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1-4 pm.

deminG
Art SPACe GAllery, 601 S. Silver, 

546-0673. Mon., Fri. 12-6 p.m., Sat. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., donni@chris-donni.
com. 

deminG ArtS Center, 100 S. Gold 
St., 546-3663. Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.

KinG’S Korner, 103 E. Ash, 546-
4441.

Gold Street GAllery, 112-116 S. 
Gold St., 546-8200.

rodeo
CHiriCAHuA GAllery, 5 Pine St., 

557-2225.
HillSBoro

BArBArA mASSenGill GAllery, 
894-9511/895-3377, Fri.-Sun. 10:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

PerCHA CreeK trAderS, 895-5116, 
Weds.-Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

CHloride
monte CriSto, Wall St., 743-

0190. Daily 10 a.m.-4 p.m. k
SuBmit GAllery informAtion to—

Desert Exposure, PO Box 191, Silver 
City, NM 88062, fax 534-4134, email 
editor@desertexposure.com.

575.534.9173 | nancyfischerhc@yahoo.com

NANCY FISCHER
Holistic Coaching and Hypnotherapy, LLC

Discovering and healing life’s challenges.
• Learn powerful steps to change sadness and 
  disappointment into compassion and acceptance

• Learn how to change unhealthy patterns of 
  behavior

• Learn to accept and sustain abundance
• Transform destructive or unfulfilling relationships
• Learn how to liberate yourself from unhealthy    
  habits

• Find and heal self-sabotaging behavior

Discover a holistic 
approach to self-acceptance 
and empowerment through 

self-discovery, coaching 
and hypnosis.

The Doorsmith
• General Repairs

• Locks

• Screens

• Security Grills

• Weather Stripping

• Grand Portals

• Custom Doors

• Free Estimates

Complete Door Replacement and Repair Service

R Tyler Webb
575-313-6402

1902 N. Swan Street • Silver City, NM
575-534-4110

WINDOWS
DOORS

CABINETS

WINDOWS
DOORS

CABINETS
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ga while looking north across Chloride Flats from 
Boston Hill. A large ugly storm was toying with the 
hills behind the Flats, and odd colors played in the 
clouds. I felt a rain drop and looked behind me to 
see that storm’s mother bearing down on me. My 
paint box was overflowing with three inches of wa-
ter before I could fold up my easel and be on my 
way.

This year I saw my first tarantulas on Boston 
Hill. I had seen their little round holes but 
did not know what lived there. The people I 

asked were unsure. This year two male tarantulas 
were standing on the edge of the trail, just hang-
ing out. Males are easy to spot because the females 
are shy and seldom seen. So you’re safe pointing at 
a tarantula and saying “he.” I thought they should 
move, but they didn’t think so. Every time I moved 
one, he stomped back to his original position.

A couple of days later I came across a male ey-
ing one of those round holes. He approached and, 
raising his two front legs, brought them down to 
tap near the edge of the hole. He did this a number 
of times and 
I caught a 
glimpse of 
dainty taran-
tula feet near 
the mouth of 
the hole. The 
male knocked 
more impa-
tiently but the 
lady retreated 
and would not 
be wooed.

Tarantulas worry me. A few years ago my wife 
and I were returning from Tucson. We had turned 
north at Lordsburg onto Highway 90. The road ap-
peared covered with leaves that flew up into the 
air with each passing car. To my horror, I realized 
each leaf was a male tarantula moving east to west 
across the road. I stopped and tried to throw the 
suicidal spiders west but they would turn and start 
back, evidently confused by the flight through the 
air. I got back into the car and tried to dodge them 
over the next 5 to 10 miles. This did not help at all. 
If I missed one, I hit another.

The Boston Hill area changes daily. It often 
becomes very cold and the moisture in the 
hill’s paths expands and is squeezed out, 

forming small white curlicues. Snows grace the 
hills a few times a year and the dogs tear through 
it, scooping snow into their mouths. Their eyes are 
bright and festive. The yuccas wear white caps like 
Cossacks and the trees glisten in the sun. Some-
times, in the spring and summer, the grasses ap-
pear lavender, grayish green, bluish all in layers 
like an expensive cocktail.

The junipers change in the spring; the males 
blush a rusty red and send pollen out to their sur-
rounding harems. Each reddish tree is circled by 

Out and About• Hiram Lewis

A Good Walk Unspoiled
Walking—and painting—Silver City’s Boston Hill.

Boston Hill is a complex of hills that covers 
about nine square miles east of my house on 
Bremen Street in Silver City. The town of Sil-

ver City is nestled 6,000 feet up between the Burros 
to the south and the Gila Wilderness to the north. 
Boston Hill was a mining site where the earth was 
ripped open and despoiled, then ignored and left 
unclean.

There is not much man can do with such a place. 
But nature reclaimed it by decorating its wounds 
with new vegetation and softening the scars. She 
gave the area back to the animals and to the folks 
who hold their worship there.

Occasionally, the city be-
comes liability-conscious and 
drives a bulldozer up the hill to 
fill a mine shaft or two. Mostly 
officials are content to leave the 
shafts and surround them with 
chain-link fences, all of which 
have been broached. The place 
is a haven and a hope for would-
be suicides and close-to-home 
nature walkers alike.

I have walked Boston Hill 
for almost 10 years. I have seen 
heavy rains, graffiti, poach-
ers and trail fixers. There is a 
labyrinth on the hill now made 
from carefully placed rocks. This clever con-
struction lies in a spot that is a pond when the 
big rains come, when only the stone tops of the 
maze peep out.

I have painted four oils and hundreds of quick 
loose watercolor sketches on Boston Hill. I have 
painted the Hurley stacks both up and gone. The 
stacks, left over from the Kennecott smelter, domi-
nated the town of Hurley and provided a welcom-
ing landmark to people driving from Deming. Now, 
when I look east toward Hurley, I feel a wrongness 
as though something has been forgotten or over-
looked.

Many residents of this area believe that 
Boston Hill was known for silver mining. 
This is not true. There was scant silver on 

Boston Hill. The big silver was at Chloride Flats 
and Fleming Camp. According to Joseph Gendron 
in his “Boston Hill Mining History,” the mines on 
the hill provided the flux for the furnaces in the 
form of manganiferous iron ore, which is used in 
the reduction of more precious metals. The ore 
turned out to be very important to the steel indus-
try and Boston Hill was raped repeatedly during 
World War I and II. From 1916 until 1970 the ores 
were ripped from the hill to fuel US steel produc-
tion by the Legal Tender Mine, the Silver Spot Mine 
and many surface pits. After 1937 the ores were 
shipped to Pueblo, Colo., to the smelter of the Col-
orado Fuel and Iron Co.

Gendron says, “A narrow-gauge (24”) railroad 
was built around the south and west side of Boston 
Hill in 1906.... The railroad ceased operations in 
1908. The track was removed in 1913.” Evidently, 
the major uploading point was near the cemeteries 
on the east side of Boston Hill from 1930 to 1970. 
This is the site of a mess of nasty black dust. I dis-
like walking my dogs Zelda and Conan from the 
cemetery trailhead, because the damned black dirt 
gets everywhere.

Beyond the dust are gravel paths and a complex 
of mazes gouged from the earth, and these are very 
interesting indeed. Near the center of the Boston 
Hill area is a vast cut right through a hill with a 

trail at the bottom, a short cut from the south side 
to the north. This is the last refuge of snow on the 
rare days that it snows.

From Boston Hill I can hear the occasional 
truck pass on Highway 90 to Lordsburg or on 
Highway 180 to Cliff and Glenwood. In certain 

areas the percussion section of the WNMU march-
ing band bounces off cliff faces and rocks. Golden 
eagles, turkey buzzards and other large raptors sail 
silently above. Ravens make “tok tok” noises and 
strange gurgles as they fly by. The coyote pups yip 
wildly in the spring, snug in their lairs, and once 

a mother coy-
ote came out 
and warned 
my dogs away 
with frantic 
ugly staccato 
barks.

I have of-
ten seen veils 
of rain that 
evaporate be-
fore hitting 
the ground. 
They are called 
virga, and they 
are especially 
beautiful when 
colored by the 
sunrise. Once 
while doing a 
plein-air paint-
ing a year or so 
ago, I saw vir-

Watercolors 
by Hiram 
Lewis.

I felt a rain drop 
and looked behind 
me to see that 
storm’s mother 
bearing down 

on me.
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a number of green females. When it rains the hill 
is awash with the smell of juniper, piñon pine, 
grasses and aged dog waste, which smells subtly 
organic. If the monsoons come steadily, the grass-
es grow tall and green.

Everything changes in the fall. Plants that had 
looked just like other small shrubs and weeds be-
come unique in their seediness. They change col-
ors, odors and entire appearances. The tall grasses 
sport silvery seed-filled tufts, so that the slopes ap-
pear to be on fire.

One area of the hill, up from Cheyenne Street, 
actually caught fire last year. Yuccas could be seen 
bursting into flame and the area smelled like a 

huge campfire when it was out.
I wandered the clear areas looking for rocks 

that might be different from the usual rocks I find, 
but they were pretty much the same. Everything 
was in shades of black with nubbins of green scat-
tered throughout. Now, a year later, the browns 
and greens predominate and the smells are again 
clean and sharp.

The hill seems infinite to me. I love the hill. k

Hiram Lewis lives in Silver City at the base of 
Chihuahua Hill. He paints and writes.

See my listings at www.colleensilvercityrealestate.comSee my listings at www.colleensilvercityrealestate.com

Colleen Stinar
(575) 574-5451
cstinar@gmail.com

311 N. Bullard 
(in the Silco Theater)DAVID PAUL 590-7161

The most charming 
property in Grant 

County!!
Stunning log home plus 2 unit 

guest house with workshop, patio 
with kitchen for outdoor 

entertaining, on 5 acres adjoining 
the Gila National Forest. 

$510,000 MLS 29576. 

More photos on my webpage-
www.colleensilvercityrealestate.com 

NEW LISTING
3 BR 2 bath adobe home on 

over a 1/3 acre lot.  Mountain 
view from the front yard.  

University area.  $198,000. 

Visit Old Mesilla, New Mexico
•Antiques•Banks & ATMs•Books•Candy, Coffee &  Snacks•Clothing & Apparel

• Galleries & Fine Art •Gifts, Curios, Crafts•Furniture & Decor 
•Health & Personal Care•Jewelry•Museums•Pottery•Real Estate•Wineries

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses, 

cowboys, Native Americans & More

• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’
On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220

Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm
Sun 1 pm-5 pm, Closed Mon

2470 Calle de San Alabino
(575) 524-3524

Mon-Thur & Sun 11 am -9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am -9:30 pm

2310 Ave. de Mesilla
(575) 526-5967

Wed-Sun 10 am-6 pm

The Original “Pickers”!
Architectural Salvage

& Treasures

2261 Calle de Guadalupe
(575) 525-2620

Cafe • Winery • Inn • Antiques
www.josefinasoldgate.com

Olive Oils
Vinegars
Gourmet 

Foods

2411 Calle de San Albino
(575) 525-3100

www.therusticolivedemesilla.com

Want your 
business to 

be seen here?
Call Kristi at (575) 956-7552

 kristi.desertexposure@gmail.com

Artist: 
Wm. K. 

Featheringill

(575) 534-2646
810 N. Bullard

Silver City, NM 88061

World Class Tattoo
State of the Art Tattoo studio and sterilization

Custom, Free Hand, Fine Line Black and Grey, Restoration,
Cover-ups, Tribal, Religious, Oriental, Lettering

NEW MEXICO STATE LICENSED

Antiques Repaired
Antique furniture refinished, repaired, restored

Twenty-five years experience
Pennsylvania trained professional

fbee@gilanet.com  •  575-536-3937

Connect with us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ 
DesertExposure
• Check out the latest events
• Comment on the current issue
• See what others are saying about “the big-
gest little paper in the Southwest”
• Become a friend of Desert Exposure today!
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Land of Enchantment • Jeff Berg

Local Characters
You know many of these familiar New Mexicans—even though none is real.

So, what do Ethel Mertz of the early “I Love 
Lucy” television show and the Roswell 
“aliens” have in common?

Fiction. New Mexico style.
They are among a bevy of make-believe charac-

ters who have been created over the years and situ-
ated (or crash landed) in New Mexico, or said to 

have originated 
from here.

Lucy’s pal 
Ethel, whose en-
tire name in the 
enduring show 
was Ethel Ro-
berta Louise Mae 
Mertz, was said 
to have moved 
to New York 
City from New 
Mexico. She was 
played by actress 
Vivian Vance, 

who actually did live in Albuquerque. A former 
flapper in the show, she was often the balancing 
act for star Lucille Ball’s many goofy ideas. Married 
to the slightly dumber Fred, played exquisitely by 
William Frawley, with whom she had done a vaude-
ville act, Ethel was also Lucy and Ricky’s landlady.

Vance herself was born in Kansas and moved to 
Albuquerque, of all places, to try to find work as an 
actress. Later on she became a founding member 
of the Albuquerque Little Theatre, which still puts 
on performances to this day.

Vance reappeared in “The Lucy Show” as Viv-
ian Bagley. She has been named by Entertainment 
Weekly magazine as “one of the greatest sidekicks.”

A number of other notable characters have 
appeared in movies or television shows that 
are said to take place in New Mexico, but 

have been filmed anywhere but.
Hadleyville, New Mexico, is home to Sheriff 

Will Kane, played of course by Gary Cooper in 
the classic 1952 Western High Noon. Not much is 
available about the character development of the 
good sheriff, who is about to get married and leave 
town, if he can just get around the scourge of bad 
guys who are returning to New Mexico to put him 
six feet under.

A lesser-known but outstanding western film 
noir, The Stalking Moon, which stars Gregory 
Peck, features him as a retired army scout, Sam 
Varner, who is on his way to his farm in New Mex-
ico. Then fate intervenes in the form of a woman 
and boy who are being pursued by her Apache hus-
band. Nevada stars as New Mexico in this film.

With a somewhat similar story line, one of John 
Wayne’s better films, Hondo, has him starring as 
a drifter who ends up helping a “widow woman” 
and her sprat. It was shot in 3D, which by that time 
(1953) was waning. Wayne’s Hondo Lane character 
later was used in a short-lived television series in 
1967, starring Ralph Taeger as the hero. The origi-

nal film was shot mostly in old Mexico and Utah, 
and was in the top-20 grossing films of the year.

A much more famous film, the first version of 
Stagecoach (1939), found Wayne, as the Ringo Kid, 
and his fellow travelers, good and bad, stranded 
on their way to Lordsburg. New Mexico gets short 
shrift again, however, as the film was shot on lo-
cation in California, Colorado, and of course in 
Monument Valley.

How about The Man with No Name, Angel Eyes 
and Tuco? These unforgettable characters, played 
by Clint Eastwood, Lee Van Cleef and Eli Wallach 
respectively, traversed New Mexico in search of 
gold in the Civil War-based epic “spaghetti West-
ern,” The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly. The epic 
battle scene at the bridge was loosely based on 
the actual Battle of Glorieta, which took place just 
north of Santa Fe in March 1862.

The current and very successful cable televi-
sion show “Breaking Bad,” which will end 
after this season, is being shot in our fair 

state and is set in Albuquerque. It features a bevy 
of characters who have attracted quite a following, 
due to the show’s popularity. One assumes they 
will endure in the popular mind after the series 
ceases production.

Although none of the characters in the 2001 film 
Rat Race is remembered by anyone, this oddball 
comedy with a great ensemble cast was the story 
of a race from Las Vegas, Nev., to Silver City. Char-
acters included Donald Sinclair (played by John 
Cleese), Vera Baker (Whoopi Goldberg) and Squir-
rel Lady (a cameo by Oscar winner Kathy Bates).

“WKRP in Cincinnati,” one of the best television 
shows ever, featured Andy Travis (Gary Sandy), a 
Santa Fe native who had also run a station in Albu-
querque, as the program director transplanted to 
Ohio.

Any number of lesser-known films also had 
characters relating to New Mexico, but no fame 
and no connections to the state other than by imag-
ination. Among them are Lloyd Bridges as Colonel 
Floyd Graham in the incredibly stupid Rocketship 
X-M (1950), which may or may not have launched 
from White Sands; all of the mutant characters 
in the cult film The Hills Have Eyes (1977); and 
Richard Egan as David Sheppard in the unbeliev-
ably brainless Gog (1954). Many of these films and 
others were connected to our state connections by 
atomic activity and mishaps.

Final insults are hurled at us by the characters 
of Chuck Raven (Richard Dreyfuss) and Dickie 
Pilager (Chris Cooper), who were supposedly 
in Silver City in the 2004 film of the same name, 
but were actually in Colorado, and by Cole Armin 
(Randolph Scott) in the dorky Sedona-shot West-
ern, Albuquerque (1948).

Literature brings us a bevy of New Mexico 
characters, including of course Leaphorn and 
Chee, the reoccurring Dine (Navajo) police 

officers created by the late great Tony Hillerman. 
Although not always in New Mexico, they did ap-
pear in our fair state in several of the ongoing se-
ries of books.

Eugene Manlove Rhodes, who first came to 
New Mexico in 1881, later returned for a few years 
and placed some of his characters in the Land of 
Enchantment, a phrase he first used in 1914. The 
state motto was probably picked up from the work 
of another author, Lilian Whiting, whose book cov-
ered a larger region she called “land of enchant-
ment,” but it seems that Rhodes is responsible for 
getting the term onto the lips of many.

Rhodes’ book The Little Eohippus has a young 
woman visitor from “back east” visiting Otero 
County and hiking in the Tularosa Basin. Rhodes 
describes what she sees thusly: “Afar, through a nar-
row cleft in the gray westward hills, the explorer’s 
eye leaped out over a bottomless gulf to a glimpse of 
shining leagues midway of the desert greatness—an 
ever-widening triangle that rose against the peace-
ful west to long foothill reaches, to a misty moun-

tain parapet, far-beckoning, whispering of secrets, 
things dreamed of, unseen, beyond the framed and 
slender arc of vision. A land of enchantment and 
mystery, decked with strong barbaric colors, blue 
and red and yellow, brown and green and gray; 
whose changing ebb and flow, by some potent sor-
cery of atmosphere, distance and angle, altered, 
daily, hourly; deepening, fading, combining into 
new and fantastic lines and shapes to melt again as 
swiftly to others yet more bewildering.”

Wow.
Willa Cather, another novelist, was also fasci-

nated with the southwest and with New Mexico in 
particular. She visited the state in 1925 while doing 
research on her famed novel, Death Comes to the 
Archbishop, set in Santa Fe. Cather studied up on 
many real folks, including Jean-Baptise Lamy, us-
ing different names to portray him and others in 
the book while slipping in real-life luminaries such 
as Kit Carson.

Oliver La Farge’s 1930 Pulitzer-winning book, 
Laughing Boy, had the character of the same name, 
a resident of the Navajo Nation, in New Mexico part 
time. So were other of La Farge’s characters and La 
Farge himself, who died in Santa Fe in 1963.

Many other notable novels are in the fictional 
New Mexico pantheon, of course, including Rich-

ard Bradford’s Red Sky at Morning, John Nichols’ 
The Milagro Beanfield War and the works of Ru-
dolfo Anaya, such as Bless Me, Ultima. All three 
novels have made it to the cinema, as well.

Slightly lighter fare, in comic-book form, brings 
plenty of superheroes and villains with New Mex-
ico connections—most notably the Hulk, who got 
his gamma-radiation powers at the aptly named 
Desert Base here. Less well-known ties include 
Woodgod, Aqualad (a one-time resident of Silver 
City, obviously hopelessly lost) and Jamie Ma-
drox, aka Multiple Man, who once received mail 
in Los Alamos. Then there is Alpha the Ultimate 
Mutant, who “finds the underground ruins of a 
long-lost technologically advanced civilization in 
New Mexico. Using the machinery and books he 
finds among the ruins, he began bio-engineering 
‘the ultimate mutant.’” Advanced civilization? New 
Mexico? Must be a typo!

(Desert Exposure’s super-editor promises a full 
exploration of the state’s comic-book history in an 
upcoming issue.)

And now on to Roswell. Or close by, at least. 
What happened allegedly took place about 
30 to 60 (depending on what report you 

believe) miles north of Roswell on a small ranch. 
It was there, on June 14, 1947, or so, reports vary, 
that ranch foreman Mac Brazel found some odd 
debris while working in the area where a UFO al-
legedly crashed.

Ethel Mertz 
(left), pal to 
TV’s “Lucy,” 
was suppos-
edly from 
New Mexico. 
Actress Vivian 
Vance actually 
did live in Al-
buquerque.

Gary Coo-
per’s Sheriff 
Will Kane 
patrolled 
Hadleyville, 
NM, in High 
Noon.

John Wayne was the Ringo Kid in Stagecoach, 
headed for Lordsburg.

Clint Eastwood’s Man With No Name searched 
for New Mexico gold in The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly.
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Nothing is really reported about the three-week 
lag between the supposed crash and finding a large 
area of debris made up of “rubber strips, tinfoil, 
some rather tough paper and some sticks.” Brazel 
placed the “large area of debris” he found in some 
brush and went about his business. A news release 
from the military in July, quickly retracted, report-
ing the recovery of a “flying disk” after an inspec-
tion of the site.

From this pile of tinfoil (perhaps it should be 
used to make tinfoil hats), sticks and rubber a 
whole subculture has been formed, including that 
of some of the more interesting fictional New Mex-
ico characters: the alleged bodies of a handful of 
human-like aliens that were “discovered” and be-
came part of the myth and legend of New Mexico.

It’s pretty obvious when reading about what 
Brazel (and his son, who mysteriously is never 
talked about in stories that claim this is true) 
found is not the kind of material that would make 
up a flying saucer, yet alone one big enough for the 
number of saucer-occupant bodies that were sup-
posedly found. And in fact, the story was pretty 
much forgotten until recent years when one of the 
investigating Air Force officers, a man named Jes-
se Marcel, in talking with that bastion of journalis-
tic integrity, the National Enquirer, started things 
up again just prior to his death, when he said that 
the military’s story of the debris being a weather 
balloon was a cover-up. Marcel was one of those 
who retrieved the material found by Brazel. That 
material is nowhere to be found nowadays.

As it turns out, Marcel was probably telling a 
half-truth, since the military finally fessed up in the 
1990s about a Cold War gimmick called Project 
Mogul, which used balloon-type craft.

But the whole thing took hold, even creating a 
story of a midair collision between two flying sau-
cers, with the second one crashing about 200 miles 
from Roswell. It was said to have a surviving “crew 
member,” who was secreted away until he/she/it 
died of an unknown cause.

Not surprisingly, no fewer than 14 episodes of 
the conspiracy-crazed “X Files” TV series mention 
New Mexico.

Then there is the Roswell story by a guy named 
Nick Redfern that claims that the “unknown craft” 

was actually a “Horton Brothers Flying wing sup-
ported by a huge Japanese-designed balloon and 
containing disabled or genetically damaged Japa-
nese who were used as human guinea pigs to pro-
vide data on the effects of radiation for use in the 
NEPA Program (Nuclear Energy for the Propul-
sion of Aircraft).”

Oh, really?

And even though the perpetrator himself ad-
mitted years ago that it was a hoax to get re-
venge on two conmen, the “Aztec Incident” 

also lives on. This second saucer crash allegedly 
took place near Aztec, in northwest New Mexico, 
and was also covered up. No information is avail-
able about surviving aliens.

Now, I’m the first to admit that there is certainly 
life in places other than this planet, and that it has to 
be intelligent life, since that often seems not to exist 
on Earth, but the myth and folklore of such things 
is often too hard to resist and also makes for a good 
coffee shop or barroom story. And in the case of Ros-
well, it has morphed into a small tourist industry, 
complete with a very fun annual summer celebration.

(There is an excellent article in Psychology To-
day about Roswell, which puts the whole thing in 
a rational perspective. You can read this first-rate 
piece at www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-para-
normal/201205/roswell-revisited.)

New Mexico has been the home of any number 
of actual, non-fictional, noted “born heres,” such 

Roswell’s aliens spawned a popular annual festi-
val there. (NM Tourism photo)

as Jeff Bezos of Amazon.com fame, Conrad Hilton, 
Dolores Huerta, Geronimo (maybe), Bill Mauldin, 
John Denver and Rudolfo Anaya, but sometimes it 
is the imagination that makes life in New Mexico 
just that much more interesting.

Oh, wait… something just crashed outside my 
office window… k

Jeff Berg seeks the truth in Santa Fe.

Silver Dust Trading & Gallery
Native American Hand Made Arts & Crafts

Featuring the collection of Al and Margaret Grieve, 
with over 40 years of trading on the Navajo reservation

Come see us in Piñon Plaza near Adobe Springs Café
January daily store hours may vary.

Appointments welcome, call 928-429-0351

575-388-1159  õ 1607 Piñon Plaza  õ Silver City, NM

Wide selection of Pendleton robes, 
shawls and Pendleton accessories
 Special catalog orders available.

Rescued, Abandoned and Abused Animals need loving homes.
All are spayed or neutered and have current vaccinations.

Call Pat at 575-649-7644 • We have puppies and kittens, too!

Loving homes needed for Buster and Kiki!

Columbus Animal Rescue

Buster is a smart and gentle Bull 
Terrier mix. Age approx. 11 months. 

Weight 35 lbs. Loves to play with kids & 
other dogs. House broken. 

Kiki is a loving fur ball. She is approx. 
1 yr. Weight 15 lbs. Loves to play with 

other dogs and kids & likes cats.  
House broken.

FREE 
TO 

GOOD 
HOMES
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Fizgig
4 yrs., Neutered Male, Lhasa Apso

Allison
Adult, Female, Calico

PRESENTS

1628 Silver Heights Blvd. 
Silver City, NM 88061

575-388-1921
www.haciendarealtysc.com

ADOPT-A-PET

It’s a 
SNAP!

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED!  

The SPAY/NEUTER AWARENESS PROGRAM provides 
spay/neuter assistance to low-income families & 
individuals in Grant, Hidalgo & Catron counties. 

Please don't add to the 4 million plus pets eutha-
nized in shelters every year. 

YOUR DONATIONS 
DESPERATELY NEEDED!

PO Box 1958, Silver City, NM 88062

 Call SNAP at 575-538-5863. 501(c3) non-profit org

Hacienda Realty

Fuzzball
3 mos., Female, Torti

LIncoln
8 mos., Male, DLH

The High Desert Humane Society
3050 Cougar Way, Silver City, NM

575-538-9261
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 8:30-5:30 

Saturday 8:30-5

HDHS THRIFT STORE
 at 108 N. Bullard

Open Wed. - Fri. - Sat. 10 am - 2 pm
Thurs. 11am -3 pm

 Call for more info 
Jerry 654-3002 or Mary 538-2626

Akeelah
6 yrs., Spayed Female, Boxer-X

Rocky
4 yrs., Neutered Male, Britney Span-X

Ginger
5 mos., Female, Aussie-X

Sam I Am
5 mos. Male, DMH

Ebony
6 mos., Male, Heeler-X

Claire
Adult, Female, Tabby

Noel
1 year, Female, Doberman Pincer

Jingles
2 yrs., Male, DSH

Howard’s 
Brothers

Peanut & Popsicle
,Female, Ferrets
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If you come from, say, the Eastern Woodlands 
or the Great Plains or the Pacific Northwest to 
visit the deserts of southwestern New Mexico or 

southeastern Arizona, you will be taken immediate-
ly by prickly characters such as the cane cholla or 
the barrel cactus or the prickly pear. You will quick-
ly notice the signature yuccas such as the torrey or 
the soaptree and agaves such as the lechuguilla or 
the century plant. You will soon notice the domi-
nant (and aggressively expanding) shrubs such as 
creosote bush, tarbush, the various acacias and the 
mesquites. In the few areas spared from overgrazing 
by domestic livestock, you will see remnant stands 
of desert grasses. With good timing and good luck, 
especially during the spring and early summer, you 
may discover—and thrill to!—a landscape awash in 
the colors of desert wildflowers.

Given some time with the desert plant com-
munity, you will also begin to discover other, less 
showy, less dominant but highly individualistic 
plants that play important roles in the food chain. 
These mavericks among our desert plant commu-
nity include, for a few examples, the ocotillo, ephe-
dra, sotol and allthorn.

Ocotillo

The ocotillo, sometimes called the “devil’s 
walking stick,” has several long, whip-like, 
spiny stems that spray upward for perhaps 

20 to 30 feet from a root crown. It bears a close fa-
milial relationship with Mexico’s strange and geo-
graphically restricted boojum tree, which grows 

on the Baja Peninsula as a 40- to 50-foot-tall, often 
thick, single-branched and sparsely leafed plant.

The ocotillo’s native range spans the deserts of 
the southwestern United States and northern Mex-
ico, according to the US Department of Agricul-
ture’s Fire Effects Information System website. It 
grows in streambed floodplains and on mountain 
flanks. It capitalizes on limestone-rich soils, which 
capture and hold heat, extending the elevation 
of the ocotillo’s growth into the mountains. The 
ocotillo mixes freely with cacti, yuccas, agaves, 
shrubs, desert grasses and streamside vegetation.

As described by James A. MacMahon in his 
book Deserts, the ocotillo has two-inch-long green 
oval leaves that appear soon after a respectable 
rain falls and that wither and fall off as the soil 
dries—a cycle that may be repeated several times 
during the warm seasons. As the leaves fall off, 
they leave behind the plant’s rigid, conical-shaped 
spines. “No other plant family makes spines in this 
way,” according to Arthur C. Gibson in the Mildred 
E. Mathias Botanical Garden’s online newsletter. 
The ocotillo’s long gray waxy stems, which sway 
gracefully in the desert winds, can perform photo-
synthesis after its leaves have fallen.

Like the cacti, the ocotillo has a shallow radiat-
ing root system that puts itself first in line for any 
rainwater. The ocotillo 
produces a brilliant red 
cluster of flowers at the 
end of its stems during 
the spring. It yields an 
abundance of small, flat, 
feathery seeds during 
the early summer, cast-
ing them to the desert 
winds. The minuscule 
percentage of the seeds 
that germinate during 
the desert’s rainy sea-
son and survive over 
the next two years may 
yield plants that live for 
up to two centuries, ac-
cording to a website 
developed by Annette 
Lamb and Larry John-
son.

The ocotillo has de-
veloped several strate-
gies for survival in the 
desert environment. 
For instance, its leaves, 
during their short lives, 
act swiftly to produce 

plant sugars needed for growth, according to 
Lamb and Johnson. The plant sheds its leaves dur-
ing drought, becoming dormant and minimizing 
transpiration (the evaporation of water through 
the leaf tissues). A “stem succulent,” it stores wa-
ter in the central tissues of its stems, which are 
covered by bark that is essentially waterproof. Its 
shallow roots intercept rainfall before it reaches 
competing plants with deeper root systems. Its 
showy blooms attract a host of pollinating insects. 
Its abundant seeds increase the chances for future 
generations.

The ocotillo’s blooms serve as a major food 
source for hummingbirds during their spring mi-
gration northward, especially in the northern So-
noran Desert. The blooms also attract other birds 
such as the verdin, as well as insects such as car-
penter bees. The flowers are “tasty to humans as 
well—straight or soaked in cold water,” notes the 
Pima County College Desert Ecology of Tucson 
website.

Ephedra

The ephedra—also called Mormon tea, squaw 
tea, cowboy tea, whorehouse tea, canyon 
tea, jointfir, joint-pine, yellow horse, coun-

try mallow and numerous other names in our des-
erts—looks much a like a three-dimensional game 
of pickup sticks. Typically standing waist to chest 
high, it has “numerous jointed green, apparently 
leafless, branches,” according to MacMahon. Its 
joints are quite distinct. A “strange-looking plant,” 
authority Clark Champie calls the ephedra in his 
small book Strangers in the Franklins. (The 
“Franklins” are a mountain range of the Chihua-
huan Desert, in far west Texas.)

Various species grow, not only in our South-
west, but also in the arid regions of Mexico, South 

America, the Mediterranean and Asia. In our des-
erts, ephedra grows in well-drained, sandy, rocky 
soils in flood plains and in mountain foothills. “It 
occurs in large pure stands and in mixed piñon-
juniper woodlands, salt-desert, sagebrush and 
hot-desert transitional shrublands, and mountain 

and desert grasslands,” 
writes Stanley G. Kitch-
en, a USDA research 
botanist.

The ephedra’s scale-
like leaves, which 
grow at the joints of 
the stems, measure 
no more than a small 
fraction of an inch in 
length. Its older stems 
may be sheathed with 
a gray bark, and the 
newer and greener 
branches can perform 
photosynthesis. Its 
roots, notes Kitchen, 
“are deep [perhaps six 
or seven feet] and fi-
brous extending from 
an expanded root 
crown.” Classified as 
a gymnosperm, which 
means that it is a non-
flowering plant, like 
the pines, the ephedra 
produces minute cones 
and seeds.

Southwest Wildlife• Jay W. Sharp

Mavericks Among Us
The ocotillo, ephedra, sotol and allthorn—all highly individualistic 

plants—play important roles in the desert food chain.

PLANTS 
continued on 

next page

Above: Ocotillo in full bloom. Left: Bare ocotillo 
stem, its leaves having been shed during a dry 
spell. (All photos by Jay W. Sharp)

Ocotillo blooms.

Ocotillo with 
the Organ 
Mountains 
in the back-
ground. 
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The ephedra’s desert adapta-
tions include its small leaves and 
special-shaped stomata, or pores, 
which restrict transpiration; its 
stems, which conduct photosyn-
thesis; and its root system, which 
reaches for both new rainfall and 
the deeper groundwater. Given 
the right conditions, it produces 
an abundance of small seeds that 
help assure the future of the spe-
cies.

The ephedra provides a wel-
come source of browse for 
wildlife, particularly during pro-
longed drought and hard win-
ters. Its stems, for example, are 
eaten by deer and pronghorns 
and its seeds, by various birds 
and small mammals. According 
to author Jane SpottedBird, the 
ephedra’s stems were used by prehistoric peoples 
of the Southwest in making teas, and its seeds were 
ground into meal or flour for making mush, breads 
and cakes. Its stems were used in Utah for making 
tea, hence the common name “Mormon tea.”

The ephedra has become most well-known for 
its medicinal uses. It served indigenous peoples, 
who, says Kitchen, “used… various concoctions 
from seeds and stems to treat a variety of symp-
toms including coughs, headaches, cold, fever and 
kidney ailments.” Historically, according to Spotted-
Bird, ephedra found a place in Spanish colonialists’ 
herbal treatments for fever, kidney problems and 
venereal disease. It even 
was used in medicinal 
teas brewed up by cow-
boys, who contracted 
venereal diseases in 
frontier bawdy hous-
es—hence the common 
names “cowboy tea” and 
“whorehouse tea.”

In modern times, 
ephedra has been used 
as a source for extract-
ing high concentrations 
of ephedrine, a popu-
lar constituent in di-
etary supplements and 
weight-control prod-
ucts. Moreover, ephe-
dra, says Cathy Wong, 
ND, on her website, “is 
a common ingredient 
found in herbal prepara-
tions for asthma, weight 
loss, athletic perfor-
mance and cold and al-
lergy medications.”

Unfortunately, according to the Federal Drug 
Administration, “155 deaths, including that of Bal-
timore Orioles pitcher Steve Bechler, as well as 

dozens of heart attacks and strokes have been at-
tributed to the use of ephedra.” Wong adds, “Re-
searchers examined the safety of popular dietary 
supplements containing ephedra and concluded 
that they pose serious health risks to come con-
sumers.” It has been banned as a dietary supple-
ment in the National Football League since 2001.

Sotol

At first look, you might think that the sotol 
bears a close relationship to the narrow-
leaf yuccas or the agaves. All have similar 

rosette leaf arrangements. But the sotol’s ribbon-
like leaves have barbed, or saw-toothed, edges 

and, usually, a frayed 
point, and the plant 
produces a 10- to 15-
foot bloom stalk with 
a dense cluster of tiny 
greenish or whitish 
flowers. By contrast, 
the yuccas’ leaves have 
smooth margins and a 
dagger-like point, and 
the yuccas produce 
bloom stalks with large 
bell-shaped blossoms. 
The sotol may produce 
a bloom stalk and flow-
er cluster nearly every 
year during its lifetime, 
given favorable condi-
tions. By comparison, 
the agaves typically 
produce a bloom stalk 
and flower cluster 
only once, signaling a 
climactic end to their 
lives.

Fairly recently, sci-
entists have decided that sotol holds a closer re-
lationship with sacahuista, a grassy-looking plant 
with serrated leaves that grow in thick fountain-
like clumps. The sotol and the sacahuista have 
both given rise to the common name of bear-
grass—presumably, someone said, because their 
blooms smell like a bear’s breath. I don’t recall 
who might have verified that claim.

The sotol, with a range extending across the 
desert landscape from western Texas to southeast-
ern Arizona and well down into Mexico, likes shal-
low and rocky soil with good drainage. According 
to the USDA’s Fire Effects Information System, 
sotol “grows on hillsides and slopes in chaparral, 
desert and semi-desert grasslands and southwest-
ern oak… woodland communities at 3,000 to 5,000 
feet… in elevation.”

The mature sotol has hundreds of long, narrow, 
flattened, armed leaves that flair into a spoon-like 
shape at the bases. (The plant is sometimes called 
the “desert spoon.”) Typically, the sotol leaf rosette 
emerges from a very short stem, but occasionally, 
says the Arizona-Sonoran Desert Museum in its 
website, mature plants may develop a five- or six-
foot-long stem, occasionally branched. According 
to some very limited sources, its roots, apparently 
coarse and carrot-shaped, extend straight down 
for several inches, then branch radially. Its flower 
cluster, which emerges in late spring and early 
summer, extends for several feet along the top 
of the bloom stalk, and it yields an abundance of 

PLANTS continued

Ephedra, or Mormon tea, on the desert floor. (All photos by Jay W. 
Sharp)

Ephedra branches.

Ephedra blooms.
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seeds that are contained in three-winged capsules 
that scatter with the wind.

The sotol’s adaptations to the desert’s harsh-
ness include the leaves’ rosette arrangement and 
spoon-shape bases, which serve to funnel rain wa-
ter and snow melt to the plant’s roots. Further, as a 
succulent, its leaves have tissues and a waxy coat-
ing to retain water. Like the cacti, yuccas and aga-
ves, the sotol’s leaves close their stomata during 
the day to minimize transpiration, opening them at 
night to collect the carbon dioxide necessary for 
photosynthesis. Its abundant seeds help assure the 
propagation of the species.

The sotol plays a diverse role in the food chain. 
According to the Texas Parks & Wildlife website, 
for instance, “Black bears [presumably with the 
right breath odor] in Texas especially relish the 
succulent base of the sotol plant.... In desert envi-
ronments, it’s common to find partially eaten sotol 
plants where bears have been.” Additionally, ac-
cording to the Arizona-Sonoran Desert Museum, 
the blooms “attract huge numbers of insects, in-
cluding flies, bees, wasps and butterflies.” In fact, 
if you stand near a blooming sotol in the middle of 
the summer, you can sometimes hear the hum of 
insects around its flowers.

Among indigenous peoples, according to the 
National Park Service’s Big Bend National Park 
website, “The young flower stalks were eaten, as 
were the seeds. The heart of the plant was cooked 
along with agave hearts in a stone-lined pit for sev-
eral days and then eaten.” Additionally, the leaves, 
stripped of their thorns, were woven into baskets 
and mats, twisted into ropes, and made into sandals.

Most famously, perhaps, the sotol became a 
source for a fiery wine-like drink of the desert. Weston 
La Barre of Yale University, writing in American 
Ethnologist in 1938, noted, “The watery juice is 
easily pressed 
out [from the 
fleshy crown 
at the apex 
of the stem], 
and is not un-
palatable, but 
cooking alone 
sweetens it. As 
with mescal, 
the name of the 
drink derives 
from that of the 
plant, though 
it is sometimes 
called mez-
cal de sotol.” 
According to 
an unnamed 
source, mezcal 
de sotol affects 
you “different-
ly, but positive-
ly, like no other 

liquor.” As far as I know, mezcal de sotol has not yet 
made the list of dietary supplements banned by the 
National Football League.

Allthorn or Crucifixion Thorn

“No cactus plant can claim to be spinier 
than this weird plant,” observes Clark 
Champie in Strangers in the Frank-

lins. “No one, having seen it, will wonder why it is 
called allthorn.” Virtually leafless, green, intricate-
ly branched, stunningly thorned, the allthorn, or 

PLANTS continued on next page

Sotol with bloom stalks.

Sotol leaves with barbed margins.
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crucifixion thorn, sometimes 
grows in thickets that would 
have well served Br’er Rabbit, 
who, as you will recall, plead-
ed with Br’er Fox, “I don’t 
care what you do with me… 
just so you don’t fling me into 
the briar patch.”

As biologist Arthur H. 
Harris said in Desert Diary, a 
website produced by the Cen-
tennial Museum and National 
Public Radio at the Univer-
sity of Texas at El Paso, the 
allthorn “seems to consist 
of little but thorns, though 
a botanist will tell you that 
they’re really branches whose 
ends constrict abruptly to 
sharp points. As if this armament wasn’t enough, 
the shrub sends its branches in all directions, in-
tersecting in a virtually impenetrable tangle of 
branches and spines.”

Native to the northern Chihuahuan and So-
noran Deserts, the allthorn grows on “sandy or 
gravelly mesas in the upper desert and the desert 
grassland at 2,400 to 5,000 feet elevation,” accord-
ing to Lyman Benson and Robert A. Darrow in the 
University of Arizona’s “Manual of Southwestern 
Desert Trees and Shrubs.” It also “occupies me-
dium- to fine-textured soils of broad intermountain 
plains of the Chihuahuan Des-
ert and related outlying areas in 
southeastern Arizona.” Another 
species, of the northwestern So-
noran Desert, grows on “rocky 
foothills and upper bajada [ad-
joining alluvial fans] slopes in 
the desert at 1,500 to 2,000 feet 
elevation.” The all thorn may 
grow in dense thickets or in 
creosote bush-dominated desert 
shrublands.

Typically, the allthorn grows 
as a shrub 5 to 10 feet tall, but occasionally it reach-
es more than 20 feet in height. According to the Na-
tional Register of Big Trees, one allthorn plant, at 
Arizona’s Boyce Thompson Arboretum, has grown 
to 23 feet in height, with a spread of 21 feet.

The allthorn’s leaves, which appear briefly after 
a spring rain, according to the Virginia Tech For-
estry Department, measure about a quarter of an 
inch in length. They disappear promptly with the 
resumption of dry weather. The plant produces 
small and generally inconspicuous whitish flower 
clusters and one-quarter-inch-diameter shiny black 
berries. The allthorn’s phalanx of rigid green to 
greenish-gray branches bristles with one- to two-
inch-long twigs that end in dark sharp points—a 
formidable botanical armament.

The allthorn’s roots, according to an article 
in the Journal of Arid Environments, penetrate 

to extraordinary depths. Secondary roots have 
been known to penetrate deeply then turn around 
and, remarkably, “grew vertically upward [and] 
branched profusely” near the surface. The authors 
believe that “occasional deeply penetrating soil wa-
ter moves down channels once occupied by roots 
and other openings in the soil, and that this is a 
source of water for growth of the deeply penetrat-
ing roots, as well as for the roots that grow upward.”

The allthorn’s desert survival strategies center 
on its small leaves and its incredible root system. 
With small and quickly shed leaves, the plant mini-

mizes transpiration. (Its branch-
es and spines, equipped with 
stomata, perform the function of 
photosynthesis.) Its roots reach 
into the soil both at shallow and 
deep levels to reach water.

Its spines discourage brows-
ing by the larger animals, but 
the allthorn’s seeds, according 
to several sources, are eaten by 
quail and other birds. Its more 
tender branches are browsed by 
jackrabbits. The seeds were also 

apparently eaten by some indigenous peoples.
If the allthorn would seem to form a barrier in 

the food chain, “those animals able to wend their 
way into these fortresses delight in all of this,” says 
biologist Harris. “What coyote or fox would dare 
trying to poke its nose into this world of hurt merely 
to snack on bird eggs or young? On the other hand, 
what’s impenetrable to one, may be a virtual heaven 
for others—it does seem like the perfect feeding 
ground for an enterprising snake.” k

Jay W. Sharp is a Las Cruces author who is 
a regular contributor to DesertUSA, an Inter-
net magazine, and who is the author of Texas 
Unexplained, now available as an e-book from 
Amazon or iTunes. To read all his guides to 

plants and animals of the Southwest, see www.
desertexposure.com/wildlife.
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Allthorn. (Photos by Jay W. Sharp)

Below: Closeup of allthorn plant’s pointed stems.

The allthorn’s 
phalanx of rigid green 

to greenish-gray 
branches bristles 
with one- to two-

inch-long twigs that 
end in dark sharp 

points.
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I put off my usual “summer vacation” article all 
last year because there were too many other 
urgent things to write about. But this piece is 

kept free of the anxieties and criticism and cares of 
life among humans and looks toward the relatively 
pristine world of nature.

January is a good time to sweep the year clean 
and to look, like Janus, in both directions at the 
same time.

The birds of the Chihuahuan desert that popu-
late my neighborhood are what interest me often. 
I’m not a real bird-watcher, but I notice them and 
consult my Peterson Field Guide with questions 
once in a while.

I watch quail with their water-drop sounds, 
hummingbirds shimmering, sparrows and more 
sparrows shawling the air and the scrubland, the 
roadrunner running and spouting its electronic 
gobbledygook, the black-and-white lark bunting 
who comes in winter, western bluebird families 
that flit from branch to branch of the mesquite, the 
occasional falcon with a black teardrop in the cor-
ner of its eye. 

I’m writing this mainly from memory because 
now that I have two cats, some birds make them-
selves scarce around my house. The mourning 
doves and house finches, at least, stay away.

Last year I discovered to my surprise two baby 
mourning doves in a nest in the cholla plants in 
front of my house. They were the first doves I’d 
seen in a few years there, since I got my cat Leppy. 
I was completely delighted and eager to witness 
the development of the babies.

One afternoon I saw a large raven swirling 
around in the air above my cactus garden. I was 
admiring its luxuriant blue-black feathers, when I 
realized that my hopes to see the mourning doves 
grow were being dashed before my eyes. 

I turned away from looking at it, but that was 
the last I saw of the babies. (Okay, this article is not 
totally free from negativity.)

One reason birds draw my attention here is 
that the landscape is more naked and open 
to sight in the desert than in the woodlands 

where I grew up.
I never saw a mourning dove nest before I 

moved here, although I knew the birds well. But 
in the cholla their careless housekeeping is open 
for everyone to see. They just toss a few twigs and 
pieces of straw in the crook of a branch and expect 
their offspring to survive somehow. Too often their 
sweet-looking white eggs are found lying broken 
on the ground with the yellow yolk seeping out.

I don’t remember seeing where crows or ravens 
lived when I was young, although they were com-
mon. There were so many trees that I didn’t know 
where they came from. But here, about two years 
ago, there were two ravens near where I live that 
were inhabiting the 50-foot-tall pine trees serving 
as a windbreak at a neighbor’s house across a field 
from me. 

Although not extraordinarily tall, the pines look 
lofty in this flat-as-a-pan landscape. I had often 
heard the ravens making a sound as if they’re gar-
gling carbolic acid, or falling out of the trees.

I had also never seen birds nesting in windows 
as I have here, although that has nothing to do with 
the landscape.

Not long after I moved here a house finch 
laid some eggs in a nest in my narrow 
crank-open-type bathroom window. A 

house finch looks like a spar-
row that’s blushing up to the 
top of its head.

They’re common in Mexi-
co, and are sometimes called 
gorriones mexicanas—Mexi-
can sparrows. Their name in 
Nahuatl is nochtototl, “prickly 
pear bird.”

When the eggs hatched, 
the babies were a gawky 
mess. They sprawled without 

strength enough to hold up their heads
When they were a little bigger I saw the fa-

ther putting insects or caterpillars in the mother’s 
mouth and the mother in turn processing the bugs 
and pushing them into the spread-open mouths of 
the babies.

One summer afternoon, I swear, when there 
were triple-digit temperatures, I saw the mother 
house finch standing with her feet straddling the 
nest, her wings held out straight like a paper para-
sol over her babies to shield them from the heat.

It’s hard to understand how little creatures with 
a few feathers and a few bones light as sticks could 
express such tenderness. 

In a 60-miles-an-hour gale one evening, I saw 
the house finch absolutely immutable and calm as 
she rode out the storm while covering her babies 
in their window nest. It was as if she didn’t notice 
the wind. I’d creep into the room without turning 
on the light, so I wouldn’t scare it. 

This house finch acted as if she were the eye of 
the storm for two or three hours.

 

As I understand it, there are mourning doves, 
white-winged doves (which look like their 
name), and the smaller inca doves in this 

area. Inca doves have only been known to live in 
human settlements. Mourning doves are the most 
common, and they’re my favorites. Palomas, Mexi-
co, is named after these birds (paloma being Span-
ish for “dove”). 

When they are very young, and you get a chance 
to see them peering over the edge of their nest, 
mourning doves look just like Groucho Marx with 
their thick, frizzy eyebrows and grumpy expressions.

When they get a couple weeks older, they’ve 
already developed the wise, sorrowing, compas-
sionate eyes that give them a grace nothing else 
has. I’ve had one inside my house perched on a 
curtain rod. She looked down at me so kindly and 
condescendingly, even though she was helplessly 
trapped.

They get almost as large as the mother before 
they learn to fly. Somehow she squashes them un-
der her body until they’re ready. That’s the way my 
mother treated me, I said to two female co-work-
ers in the public schools once, and they said their 
mothers were the same. It’s a nice way to relate to 
friends.

I think there’s no more beautiful image of mater-
nal devotion than the mourning dove. With her big 
gray bosom she settles onto her babies the whole 
day long without budging in the searing summer 
heat that bears down like metal. She doesn’t leave 
the nest for about 12 hours on the longest days of 
the year. She is unselfconsciously patient beyond 
even thinking.

I know she is covering the whole world, al-
though I’m not sure if she knows it. It’s something 
we all could use.

The mourning dove and other desert birds keep 
the featureless landscape alive all year ’round. They 
give breath to our human hearts by performing their 
impossible, miraculous acts of flight day after day. 
They give us a standard to set our devotion by, and 
shield things that need to be 
cherished. k

Borderlines columnist Marjo-
rie Lilly lives in Deming.
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The Starry Dome • Bert Stevens

Aries, the Ram
Plus the planets for January.

This month we are looking at the constella-
tion Aries, the Ram, which is high up in our 
southern sky in January. Unlike some bold 

constellations such as Orion, this constellation is 
a little hard to find, with mostly faint stars that do 
not seem to form much of a constellation figure. 
The brightest star in this constellation, Hamal (Al-
pha Arietis), is barely second magnitude.

The Greek myth behind this constellations 
starts with the sea god Poseidon pursuing the 
beautiful maiden Theophane. After she rejects him, 
Poseidon changes her into an ewe and himself into 
a ram. The product of their union is a magical ram 
with a golden fleece.

Meanwhile, in Boeotia, King Athamus married 
Nephele, the goddess of the clouds, and they had a 
pair of twins, a son, Phrixus, and a daughter, Helle. 
King Athamus later divorced Nephele for Ino. Ino 
hated the twins and decided to do away with them, 
but Nephele got wind of Ino’s plot, and sent the 
magical golden ram to rescue them. Phrixus and 
Helle climbed on the 
ram’s back and flew east 
into Turkey. Helle could 
not hang on and fell into 
the sea. When the ram 
landed safely, he told 
Phrixus to sacrifice him 
to the gods and remove 
his golden fleece. Even-
tually, Jason and the 
Argonauts came to pro-
cure the fleece and take 
it to Thessaly.

For saving Phrixus, 
the golden ram was put 
in the sky as the constellation Aries. Without his 
golden fleece to provide illumination, this constel-
lation has only faint stars to mark the ram’s posi-
tion in the heavens.

Not only are the stars faint in Aries, but so are 
the galaxies. Not far from the star Sheratan (Beta 
Arietis) in northeastern Aries is the NGC 691 gal-
axy group. This group contains seven galaxies 
(NGC 691, NGC 694, NGC 680, NGC 678, NGC 697, 
IC 167, and IC 1730). These galaxies are 117 to 130 
million light-years away from us. They all reside in 
a 45-minute-of-arc circle in the sky.

These galaxies are kept together in space by 
their mutual gravity. But if you measure the mass-
es of these galaxies, you will discover that there is 
not enough mass in the visible galaxies to generate 
enough gravity to keep them together. There must 
be some other mass in the cluster holding them to-
gether. X-rays show a very hot gas between them. 
But the total mass of the hot gas and the galaxies 
still produces only one-sixth of the gravity needed 
to hold the cluster together. The typical explanation 
for the missing mass is dark matter. This strange 
material has mass but does not interact with normal 
matter, so we cannot see it or measure it.

A more novel theory was proposed by Joel 
Brownstein and John Moffat, researchers at the 
Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics and the 
University of Waterloo in Ontario. A theoretical par-
ticle called a graviton, which carries the force of 

gravity from one mass to another, appears in large 
numbers in regions crowded with massive objects 
like stars. This appearance out of the vacuum of 
space is called a “quantum fluctuation,” where par-
ticles just come into existence (or go out of exis-
tence) without any specific cause. The increased 
number of gravitons makes gravity much stronger 
in these galaxy groups, making dark matter unnec-
essary. Which of the two theories represents reality 
will need to be decided by astronomers in the future 
based a better understanding of our universe.

The Planets for January

Mars is still in our evening sky, just 12 de-
grees above our west-southwestern ho-
rizon as it gets dark. With a diameter of 

only 4.2 seconds-of-arc across, Mars is a difficult 
target for your telescope. Shining at magnitude 1.2, 
the God of War starts the month in western Cap-
ricornus, moving eastward into Aquarius as the 
month ends. Mars sets around 7 p.m.

Jupiter is moving 
westward in Taurus, just 
north of the Hyades star 
cluster. Jupiter will be 
50 degrees up in the east 
as it gets dark, and sets 
at 3:45 a.m. The King of 
the Gods glows at mag-
nitude -2.7 and its disc 
is 45.0 seconds-of-arc 
across. Jupiter is still a 
good view in a telescope, 
especially when high in 
the sky around 9 p.m.

Saturn rises around 
1:15 a.m. in Libra, where it is moving slowly east-
ward. The Ringed Planet’s disc is 16.7 seconds-of-arc 
across, while the Rings are tilted down 19.2 degrees 
with the northern face showing. They are 37.9 sec-
onds-of-arc across. Saturn shines at magnitude +0.6.

Venus is ending its run in the morning sky, rising 
around 6 a.m. in the east-southeast, barely six de-
grees above the horizon as it gets light. Venus starts 
the month in south-central Ophiuchus, moving rap-
idly eastward into Sagittarius, traveling almost all 
the way across that constellation by month’s end. 
The Goddess of Love is a beacon glowing at magni-
tude -3.9. Venus’ disc is almost full, 95% illuminated, 
and 10.4 seconds-of-arc across at midmonth.

Mercury is too close to the Sun to be visible 
this month, but will be back in the evening sky in 
February.

On Jan. 21 at 7:30 p.m., the northern edge of the 
Moon’s disc will pass just 20 minutes-of-arc south of 
Jupiter. The pair will be high in the southeastern sky 
and should be visible with or without a telescope. En-
joy this pairing and “keep watching the sky”! k

An amateur astrono-
mer for more than 40 
years, Bert Stevens is 
co-director of Desert 
Moon Observatory in 

Las Cruces.

Watch the Skies
(all times MST)

Jan. 1, 10 p.m.—Earth closest to the Sun for 
2013
Jan. 4, 8:58 p.m.—Last Quarter Moon
Jan. 10, 5 a.m.—Venus 3 degrees south of the 
Moon
Jan. 11, 12:44 p.m.—New Moon
Jan. 18, 4:45 p.m.—First Quarter Moon
Jan. 21, 7:30 p.m.—Jupiter 20 minutes-of-arc 
north of Moon’s disc
Jan. 26, 9:38 p.m.—Full Moon

For a larger, printable ver-
sion of this map, visit www.
desertexposure.com

Aries, the Ram, is high in our 
southern sky on January eve-
nings. Most of the stars in this 
constellation are rather faint, so 
this is a difficult constellation to 
locate in the sky. Two millennia 
ago, this constellation contained 
the First Point of Aries, where 
zero degrees declination and 
zero hours of right ascension is 
defined by the intersection of the 
ecliptic and the celestial equator. 
Precession has moved the First 
Point eastward into Pisces, but it 
still retains that name.
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Be The Change…Give Your Time.
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Did you know in the last 
4 years nearly 500 WNMU 

students have created or 
presented dozens of service 
learning projects to benefit 

our community? 
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Qigong is an ancient Chinese system that 
uses movement, breath and mindfulness to 
gather intrinsic life force energy, or Qi, for 

healing, meditation and exercise. Qigong is said 
to be over 4,000 years old. Over those thousands 
of years, many varieties of Qigong were formed, 
using Chinese medicine for curing and preventing 
disease, using philosophy for reaching enlighten-
ment, developing longevity and meditative prac-
tices.

Contemporary Qigong blends these principles 
together, using physical training in either static 
postures or dynamic movement. It engages men-
tal training, using visualization and focusing on 
the movement of Qi and practicing slow, rhythmic 
breathing or other Qigong breath exercises. Qi-
gong is also supported by the ingestion of medici-
nal herbs, foods with high Qi content or those that 
interact with the elemental forces.

Qi travels within the blood, true to the adage, 
“Where the blood flows, the Qi goes.” Qi does not 
flow as well through areas of tension, tightness, in-
jury and restriction, as the blood is not able to pen-
etrate these areas as deeply. This creates an area 
of stagnation, which Chinese medicine believes is 
the root of disease.

Qigong can be a great way for people of all ages 
to increase blood flow and circulation, because the 
practitioner is using breath, movement and visual-
ization to increase the flow of Qi. Breath work can 
be especially beneficial to bring more Qi and oxy-
gen to the blood, as well as aiding in the shifting of 
the emotional composition in the areas of tension 
or tightness.

The Breath Empowerment breathing exer-
cise is the first part of the Supreme Science 
Qigong Foundation system. This technique 

is also known as Pranayama in the Indian Vedic 
system. It uses a Warrior’s Breath, initiated by the 
contraction of the diaphragm, which draws in a 
full breath to the chest. The breath is performed 
in and out through the 
nose, with a strong fo-
cus on the inhale, filling 
the lungs deeply.

For a moment, hold 
in your mind the image 
of a warrior or an ath-
lete in their preparation 
for battle or sparring. 
Where is their breath? It 
is not the deep, relaxed 
breath to the belly, but rather a full chest breath. It 
has a strong inhale, with sound through the nasal 
passages. It is not a hyperventilation breath, but 
controlled and deliberate.

This type of breath brings a lot more oxygen 
into the lungs than normal respiration. This oxy-
gen is for both the respiration process of breathing 
and for fueling all metabolic processes of the body. 
The oxygen is shared through the process of dif-
fusion from the lungs to the blood. Transfer to the 
blood allows the hemoglobin protein in the blood 
to distribute the oxygen throughout the body.

The repetition of this Warrior’s Breath to create 
a 30-40 minute Breath Empowerment will greatly 
amplify the amount of oxygen coming into the 
body, thereby oxygenating every cell.

With this breath, as it increases more blood 
flow in the body, Qi is simultaneously increased. 
The Qi can be felt in the body 
as heat, pulsing, or a sense 
of inflation to the limbs. The 
Qi and breath can help move 
through emotional blocks, as 
the emotions and the breath 
are so closely related.

The Breath Empower-
ment ends with returning to 
slow, deep breathing, to re-
lax and feel the increased Qi, 
blood flow and a new sense 

of peace. Most people who have done this breath 
have reported feeling more energy (Qi) in their 
body than they have ever had and a great deal of 
peace and love, as they have let go of old traumas 
and emotional pain.

The oxygenation of the cells that occurs in the 
Breath Empowerment is very important for 
the health and wellbeing of the physical body. 

There have been many studies about the relation-
ship to oxygen and diseases, especially cancer. Dr. 
Otto Warburg, who won the Nobel Prize in Physiol-
ogy or Medicine in 1931 for his work on respiration, 

also theorized that there 
is a close link between 
oxygen and cancer. He 
sought to show that the 
primary cause of cancer 
is directly related to a 
deprivation of oxygen 
in the cells. Dr. Warburg 
found that cancer cells 
are anaerobic, that the 
cells go through their 

metabolic processes with no oxygen. This meant 
cancer cells actually thrive in an oxygen-deprived 
environment. Performing breath exercises like the 
Breath Empowerment will flood the body with oxy-
gen, creating an environment in your body that can-
cer cells cannot live in.

There are many forms of breath work to bring 
more oxygen to the body. Another method used 
in the Supreme Science Qigong system is the 9 
Breath Method, which brings a rush of Qi and oxy-
gen to the body in just 45 seconds, as opposed to 
the 30-40 minute process of Breath Empowerment. 
This technique helps increase the circulation of the 
blood, as you can see from the live blood analysis 
photo taken in 2009 at a Supreme Science Qigong 
Foundation event. This was after one cycle of the 

Body, Mind & Spirit •Martha Everett

New Year, New Breath
Breathing techniques from the ancient Chinese system of Qigong 

can boost your oxygen and sense of peace.

For a free brochure & samples 
call 877-833-3740

www.udderdelight.com

A�ordable natural skin care!
Rich moisturizing 
goat milk soaps,
lotions & creams

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT continued on next page

Martha K. Everett, certified Qigong facilitator.

Blood analysis shows the changes after just one 
cycle of the 9 Breath Method.
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Acupuncture & Allergy Center
JoAnne Galbraith, Doctor of Oriental Medicine

204A W. Market Street
Silver City, NM• 575-654-0788

Now also in Las Cruces!
Call for schedule and location.

Acupuncture/Chinese Herbs |NAET® Allergy Elimination
Mei Zen™ Cosmetic Acupuncture|Pain Management

Home

808 W. 8th St. • Silver City, NM • (575) 538-4380

Issues of Relationship with:  
Self, Others, Your Body, Work, 

Change, Food, Aging, Health, Love, 
Money and Art.

Individuals, couples, families & groups 

Now accepting Blue Cross Insurance
*Licensed in NM (#0108841) and in MA (#1150) • Se Habla Español

Bina Breitner MA, LMFT
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist*

1618 E. Pine St.
Silver City, NM 88061
Phone (575) 388-1561
Fax (575) 388-9952
www.cassiehealthcenter.com

Victor A. Nwachuku, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Michelle Diaz, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Gail Stamler, C.N.M.

Douglas Gorthy D.D.S.
General Dentistry
Kathryn Gorthy, R.D.H.

Sara Day, R.D.H.
1608 N. Bennet

Silver City, NM
575-534-3699
Toll-Free 888-795-2762

VIBRATIONAL BODYWORK
Althea Athenian
Board Certified Polarity Practioner

Polarity Therapy
Craniosacral Therapy
Foot Reflexology

505-603-1062
300 W. Yankie St
Silver City, NM

Introductory Offer:
$45 for initial 75-minute session.
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Children’s program from 10:15-11 a.m.
 2nd & 4th Sundays

for more info: 575-538-3141
 marionbowersnewton@sbcglobal.net

Body, Mind & Spirit • EarthTalk

Pesticides and Your Children
A new report says pesticides are taking a heavy toll on our children.

9 Breath Method. You can see the 
roundness of the blood cells after 
the 9 Breath Method, allowing 
them to hold more oxygen and 
function properly. Completing a 
series of 9 Breath Method breaths 
can bring the same amount of Qi, 
oxygen and peace as felt in the 
Breath Empowerment.

One of the most unique and 
powerful pieces of the 9 Breath 
Method is creating the 9 Breath 
Prayer Circle, where the partici-
pants are breathing together for 
the same concept, idea or loca-
tion. For example, we begin the 
circle focusing and sending Qi around the circle to 
the participants to build the connection, expand-
ing out as we breathe for the town, the country, 
to every man, women and child on the planet. In 
this prayer circle, where two or more are gathered 
together in minds and hearts, the units of Qi are 
amplified up to 10-fold. Healing can happen in this 
group field, as the energy vibration is raised high 
enough to push through the blocks in the nervous 
and circulatory system of each person in the circle.

Supreme Science Qigong Foundation has certi-
fied hundreds of facilitators in sharing this system 

in a three-hour workshop. The foundation’s web-
site is www.qirevolution.com. k

Martha K. Everett, certified Qigong facilitator, 
will be holding a three- hour breath workshop 

Saturday, Jan. 19, from 1-4 p.m. at the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship at 3845 N. Swan in Sil-
ver City. The price is $35, $25 if you’ve attended 
a previous Breath Empowerment with Martha, 

and advanced registration is required. For infor-
mation, call (575) 388-2098 or (575) 574-7268 
or email martha@abundancetherapeutics.com.

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT continued

World T’ai Chi Qigong Day event in Silver City in 2012.

Body, Mind 
& Spirit is a 
forum for shar-
ing ideas and 
experiences 

on all aspects of physical, 
mental and spiritual health 
and on how these intersect. 
Readers, especially those 
with expertise in one or 
more of these disciplines, 
are invited to contribute 
and to respond. Write PO 
Box 191, Silver City, NM 
88062, fax 534-4134 or 
email editor@desertexpo-
sure. com. The opinions 
expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the views 
of Desert Exposure or its 
advertisers, and are not 
intended to offer specific 
or prescriptive medical 
advice. You should always 
consult your own health 
professional before adopt-
ing any treatment or begin-
ning any new regimen. 

Dear EarthTalk: Is it true that children are 
sicker today than they were a generation 
ago and that pesticides have played a major 

role?

It’s impossible to say with certainty that our 
modern reliance on pesticides is directly caus-
ing more of our children to get sick more often, 

but lots of new research points in that direction. 
An October 2012 report by Pesticide Action Net-
work North America (PANNA) entitled “A Genera-
tion in Jeopardy” examines dozens of recent stud-
ies and concludes that the influx of pesticides in 
our society is taking a heavy toll on our kids’ health 
and intelligence.

“Children today are sicker than they were a 
generation ago,” reports the group. “From child-
hood cancers to autism, birth defects and asthma, 
a wide range of childhood diseases and disorders 
are on the rise.” PANNA’s assessment of the latest 
science “leaves little room for doubt: pesticides 
are one key driver of this sobering trend.”

Pesticides are all around us today. We are ex-
posed to them via the foods we eat and the air we 
breathe. As a result, we all carry trace amounts of 
them in our bloodstreams. Children’s bodies, since 
they are still developing, are particularly suscep-

tible to health problems from pesticide exposure. 
Kids routinely come in contact with pesticides 
inside their homes and schools and out in their 
backyards, schoolyards and parks. Even fam-
ily pets, many of which wear pesticide-laden flea 
collars and powders, can be a source of pesticide 
exposure for children. According to PANNA, even 
extremely low levels of pesticide exposure can 
cause significant health problems, particularly dur-
ing pregnancy and early childhood. New research 
links pesticide exposure to harm to the structure 
and functioning of the brain and nervous system.

“Pesticides may harm a developing child by 
blocking the absorption of important food nutri-
ents necessary for normal healthy growth,” reports 
the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
“Another way pesticides may cause harm is if a 
child’s excretory system is not fully developed, the 
body may not fully remove pesticides.” Exposure 
to pesticides during certain critical developmental 
periods can permanently alter a growing child’s 
biological systems. The result, warns PANNA, is 
an increase in birth defects and early puberty and 
noticeable increases in asthma, obesity, diabetes 
and some cancers.

What’s appalling is that we have known about 
these dangers for decades yet have done little about 

Meets most every Saturday 
at 1:00 P.M. in Silver City. 

575-313-7417
blooming-lotus-sangha@googlegroups.com

“Mindfulness lets Experience be the Teacher”

Blooming Lotus Meditation Group

Mindfulness! 
Living each moment in full awareness 

of breath, thought and feelings.

In the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh

Personal Attention from

Cheri Crane
Owner/Therapist
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Facials • Body Treatments • Spa Manicures & Pedicures
Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Body Sugaring • Waxing

Celebrating 10 Years!

Available in Silver City 
Exclusively 

at Datura

575-534-0033108 E. Broadway
In Historic Downtown Silver City

Open Monday-Saturday
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it. “Nearly 20 
years ago, sci-
entists at the 
National Re-
search Coun-
cil called for 
swift action to 
protect young 
and growing 
bodies from 
pest ic ides , ” 
says PANNA. 
“Yet today, 
US children 
continue to 
be exposed to 
pesticides that 
are known to 
be harmful in 
places they 
live, learn and 
play.”

For its part, 
the EPA does 
evaluate chil-
dren’s exposure to pesticide residues in common 
foods and evaluates new and existing pesticides 
to assess risks, creating guidelines and regulations 
accordingly. But many would like to see the EPA 
take a stronger stand against the widespread use 
of pesticides across the US.

There are several ways individuals can mini-
mize pesticide exposures for themselves and their 
loved ones. Buy organic food whenever possible. 
Avoid chemical sprays and 
bug traps inside and out of 
the home. And steer clear 
of farms and other agricul-
tural lands that regularly get 
sprayed with pesticides. 

CONTACTS: PANNA, 
www.panna.org; EPA, www.
epa.gov. k

EarthTalk is written and 
edited by Roddy Scheer and 

Doug Moss and is a registered trademark of E - 
The Environmental Magazine (www.emagazine.
com). Send questions to: earthtalk@emagazine.

com. Subscribe: www.emagazine.com/sub-
scribe. Free trial issue: www.emagazine.com/

trial.

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT continued on next page

An October 2012 report by Pesticide Action Network North America examined 
dozens of recent studies and concluded that the influx of pesticides in our society —
omnipresent in the air we breath and the foods we eat—is taking a heavy toll on our 
children’s health and intelligence. (Photo: iStockPhoto)

Affinity Counseling Center 

ANNE A. VEENSTRA, M.S.W. 
Licensed Independent Social Worker 

 

301 W. College Ave., Suite 12 
Silver City, New Mexico 88061 

License I-3059
(575) 388-0064

Short-term or Long-term Counseling for Depression, 
Anxiety, Trauma, Abuse, Loss

Specializing in Energy Psychotherapy

New Year
New You!

Call now for your free 
consultation to get 

started on a new you!
Michele Bryan

AFPA Certi�ed Trainer, AFPA Certi�ed Nutrition & Wellness Consultant, 
AFPA Certi�ed Group Fitness Instructor

575-538-4805
Billy Casper Wellness Center

300 16th Street Silver City, New Mexico

Meet Sandy 
as she begins 

her journey to a 
30 lb. weight loss.
Keep up with her 
monthly progress 

right here in 
Desert Exposure.

Michele specializes in weight loss & weight management

Mon 5:30pm –  7:00pm Gentle Yoga Becky
Tues 11:30am – 12:45pm Slow Flow Becky
Wed 11:30am – 12:45pm Hatha Flow Lori
Wed 2:00pm –   3:15pm Therapeutic Lori
Thurs 11:30am – 12:45pm Vinyasa (Flow) Becky
Thurs 5:30pm –  6:45pm Hatha Yoga Lori
Sat 10:00am – 11:30am Vinyasa (Flow) Becky

Yoga in Silver City
First Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona St

Instructors: Becky Glenn & Lori Zitzmann

Come experience the transformative power of yoga

Contact us:

bglenn2@
gmail.com
loriznm@
gmail.com

(575) 531-0124

SINCE
1970
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Body, Mind & Spirit • Donna Clayton Walter

Hidden Treasure
Madonna Kettler’s new book furthers her work of helping others 

discover their soul’s work and empowering them to lead 
richer lives… and have more fun!

Think of it as kind of treasure map—leading 
the way to a more fun and fulfilling life, guid-
ing you to answers you feel you’ve searched 

for, well, maybe forever. And at the end of the jour-
ney, the treasure you find is your very own soul. 

Weaving together a tapestry of case studies, her 
own experiences and the transformational tools 
she has created and developed over her many 
years of practice, Madonna J. Kettler, a Silver City-
based author, hypnotherapist and founder of The 
Center for Inner Peace, has just published her sec-
ond book, Birth, Death and the Afterlife: Remem-
bering Who You Really Are.

“I hope it will help people see life a little dif-
ferently,” she says of the book. “The messages we 
literally get bombarded with, from TV, billboards 
and the like, all tell us to ‘make, do, accomplish!’ 
All that may be true, but it’s not why we’re here. It’s 
about being,” she stresses.

To show that this lesson she brings home in her 
book is not just for her students and reading audi-
ence, but for herself as well, she adds, “This was 
true even for the book! It was the capstone project 
for my PhD and certainly a big ‘Do!’” she adds with 
a good-natured laugh. “But I actually gave myself 
permission to not complete it!”

But complete it she did, and 
now the book is in print through 
Balboa Press, a division of Hay 
House.

Sitting in the serene sur-
round of her Center for In-
ner Peace, Kettler reflects 

on the book and how it may ex-
tend her work to a much larger 
audience. 

“It takes the reader down the 
path, step by step, and gives him 
or her the tools they need for 
their own transformation,” she 
says.

“My whole life has been about 
empowering people from a spiritual perspective. 
My own journey has been the same—finding an-
swers, remembering…” She pauses, and then 
laughs again. “And having fun!” she adds. “There 
may be some work involved, but this process 
doesn’t have to be heavy weather! There is a great 
lightness to it all when one gets the information 
they need.”

In her private practice, Kettler uses regressive 
hypnotherapy as a tool to help her clients release 
blocks to their happiness, such as addictions and 
fears. The book includes numerous transcripts 
from those hypnotherapy sessions, some with the 
clients’ names changed for anonymity, all of them 
included because they illustrate a key point in self-
discovery and transformation, Kettler says.

“All of the stories are powerful and true and 
valid,” she says. “I remember 
the power of one man telling 
me afterward, ‘I’ll just never be 
the same.’ His session showed 
him so much. It inspired him to 
worry less and see how joyful 
life can be.”

As the sessions’ transcripts 
bring out and address different 
aspects of transformation, Ket-
tler then introduces the “Spirit 
Directives,” encapsulated les-
sons taken from her “Be In Love 
Oracle Deck,” an illustrated 
deck of cards she created. 

Also described in the book 
is another tool of Ket-
tler’s: the “I AM WOWED” 

program, a workshop format she created and fa-
cilitates to groups around the country. An acronym 
for “I Am Worthy of Whatever Empowerment De-
sired,” the program is tailored to the participants 
in each group, and lasts anywhere from four to 
24 weeks, depending on the participants’ goals 
and process, she says. Kettler was recognized by 

the National Association 
of Transpersonal Hypno-
therapists (NATH) for the 
“Outstanding Transpersonal 
Contribution” of the I AM 
WOWED program.

Included at the end of 
Birth, Death and the After-
life are articles by contrib-
uting authors, describing 
their work and experience 
with complimentary healing 
modalities. (Donna Clayton 

Hypnotherapist and author Madonna J. Kettler. 
(Photos by Donna Clayton Walter.)

Abundance Therapeutics Studio
109 N. Bullard, Space C

Offering Slow, Flowing Qigong and Qigong Strength Training

575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com Martha K. Everett, LMT
certi�ed Qigong Facilitator

January Class Schedule
Monday 

Qi 5-6pm
Tuesday 

Qi 12-1pm, QST 5:30-6:30pm
Wednesday 

Qi 8-9am
Thursday 

Women's Qi 9-10am, QST 12-1pm,
 Qi 6:30-7:30 

Abundance Therapeutics Studio

January Workshops
Monthly Breath Empowerment
Saturday, Jan. 12, 2013—10am-noon      $20

3 Hour Breath Workshop 
with Breath Empowerment, 9-Breath Method 

and 9-Breath Healing Circle
Saturday, January 19, 2013—1-4pm       $35

 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship—3845 N. Swan    
($25 with previous Breath Empowerment with Martha)

Advanced Registration Required.

Silver City Zen Center
(Ginzan-ji Zen Buddhist Temple)

Meditation Practice (Zazen) Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 am
 Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 pm
Zazen & Dharma Talk  Saturday 9:00 am
Informal Dharma 
Discussion Group Friday 5:30-6:30 pm
Community Movie Night Every other Monday 6:00 pm

Resident Priest:

Rev. Dr. Oryu Paul Stuetzer
506 W. 13th St. (corner of 13th and Virginia)

575-388-8874

Appointments By Referral Only

AMOS L. LASH, M.D.
Specializing In Laser Surgery

Urology

1304 E. 32nd St., Silver City, NM
575-534-0556 • (fax) 575-534-9107

lashmd@yahoo.com

VICKI ALLEN, REIKI MASTER

PO Box 5000
SILVER CITY, NM 88062

(575) 388-8114

Massage Therapy
Swedish, Deep Tissue, 

Cranial Sacral, Reflexology
Colon Hydrotherapy

Closed System, FDA Approved, 
Cleansing Products

Ear-Coning • Ionic Foot Baths 

Joanie V. Connors, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Positive & Empowering
Short-term Psychotherapy:

Individuals, couples & families
EMDR & trauma work

Accept Medicare, Medicaid, others...

1000 N. Hudson St., Silver City, NM 88061 (575)519-0543

Manning Hudson
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

Acupuncture & Herbal Remedies

Now in 2 Locations

office: 575-546-2211 • cell: 505-660-4363
©DE

200 W. Las Cruces Ave.
Las Cruces, NM

206 S. Silver
Deming, NM

GAIL WILLOW, D.D.S.
Formerly known as Dr. Ray

General Dentistry
Done in a gentle and thorough manner

Silver City’s “Less Pain” Dentist
Now accepting new patients

 
(575) 388-2541 • 1617 N. Juniper • Silver City, NM 88061

drgailwillowdds@gmail.com
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Walter is one of the contributing authors.) These 
modalities and methods are other valuable tools 
for transformative work, Kettler says, and can en-
hance the process facilitated by her book.

Going forward, Kettler says she hopes the 
book will be a great springboard and tool for her 
continuing transformative work. She has lined 
up speaking engagements and plans a number of 
workshops.

To whatever degree her audiences are “open,” 
Kettler says she plans to give attendees a taste of 
the transformative experience. Audience members 
need not fear they will be hypnotized and lose con-
trol of themselves—the stereotypic “clucking like a 
chicken” scenario comes to mind—but rather they 
will get a taste of the relaxation and expanded con-
sciousness that hypnotherapy can bring. Not only 
in her tailor-made workshops, but also in speaking 
engagements, Kettler’s readings will be geared to 
whoever is present.

“They will have an experience of whatever they 
are open to and ready for,” Kettler says with a 
smile. “My wish is that each one will get what they 
need and have some fun!”

She also may start writing a blog, she says. “I’m 
not going to ‘work’ with it so much as play with it,” 

she adds with a smile. She hopes 
to write at least one more book, 
a compilation of clients’ brave 
stories—“things they were pre-
viously too scared to tell for fear 
of being ostracized, criticized, or 
even thought of as crazy,” Ket-
tler says. And she currently is in 
talks with a local radio station 
to host a show on which people 
can share their stories.

“As people share their stories, 
they release them,” she says. 
“The fear goes away and then 
there’s room for the love… and 
for more fun!” k

Madonna Kettler will read 
from and sign copies of her 

book at the Silver City Woman’s Club, 1715 
Silver Heights Blvd. (Hwy 180), on Friday, 
Jan. 18, 4-7 p.m. There will be refreshments 
and live music at the event. Birth, Death and 

the Afterlife: Remembering Who You Really Are 
is available online at BalboaPress.com and 

Amazon.com, and can be ordered through local 
bookstores and Barnes and Noble, as well as 

through Kettler’s website, www.madonnakettler.
com. It is also available in Kindle, Nook and 

other ebook formats. In Silver City, it is for sale 
at Bear Creek Herbs and other local outlets. 

 
For more information about Madonna Kettler’s 

classes and speaking engagements visit her 
website, www.madonnakettler.com, email her 

at madonna@madonnakettler.com, or call (575) 
534-1291 or (612) 709-5578 (cell). She also 

teaches certification courses in Transpersonal 
Hypnotherapy and will be teaching classes in 

hypnosis at the Billy Casper Wellness Center in 
Silver City in February. 

 
Donna Clayton Walter is a Silver City-based 

freelance writer. She also copy-edited Madonna 
Kettler’s book.

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT continued on next page

Kettler at her Center for Inner Peace in Silver City.

PILATES

• Increase Bone Density
• Maintain a Healthy Spine
• Improve Balance & Flexibility
• State-of-the-art Stott Equipment
• Posture and Stride – Analysis and Retraining

CAROL L. WATSON-BRAND
Fully Certified Pilates Instructor,

Physicalmind Institute, New York, NY & Phoenix, AZ

575-534-1261
Carol@CarolsChallenge.com

Call to book your 
Private Session

Free 20 minute 
introductory 

session for first 
time studio clients

DANCING STONES STUDIO
109 N. Bullard • Silver City

©DE

Luna de Cobre �erapy Center
Margarita Silva Potts, L.P.C.C.

Ph.D. in Metaphysics

Individual and Family Counseling
Mind, Body and Spirit Balancing

575-590-2202
807 Grant, Bayard, NM 88023

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
PAT BARSCH, Ph.D.

Licensed Psychologist
28 years

Counseling, Psychotherapy
Insurance, Medicaid & Medicare Provider

575-534-4084
300 W. Yankie St. | P.O. Box 2036

Silver City, NM 88062
©DE

Richard Nicastro, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Specializing in Marital & Couple’s Issues:
Increase Harmony, Deepen Trust & Intimacy,  

Reduce Con�ict, Heal from an A�air.

(575) 915-2601
Phone and Skype sessions available

Relationship Center of New Mexico
1060 South Main St., Las Cruces, NM 88005 

www.StrengthenYourRelationship.com ©DE

506 West 13th Street, Silver City, NM
 (Virginia & 13th)

575-388-8858

Dr. Paul Stuetzer, PH.D., DOM, Physician

Acupuncture, Homeopathic & Naturopathic Medicine
Specializing in: Pain Relief, Migraine Headaches, 
Allergies, Immune System Disorders and 
Injection Therapy (Biopuncture).

 • National & State Licensure
 • 30 years experience

Provider for Blue Cross and Blue Shield Of NM 
Workers’ Comp and other Health Insurance Plans

©DE

On our website at www.desertexposure.com:
• Contents of every new issue
• Searchable back issues from January 2005 on
• Complete restaurant, gallery and other guides
• Clickable events calendar
• Absolutely free—no subscription fees!
• No annoying pop-up ads

Online at www.scribd.com/ 
desertexposure:
• Complete issues just as they appear 
in print
• Read Desert Exposure on your iPad 
or other tablet, laptop or computer. 
Now easier than ever—no download-
ing required, just an Internet connection.

Wherever you go, Desert Exposure 
is only a click away!
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SundAyS
ArCHAeoloGy SoCiety—First Sun. 

of every month, field trip. 536-3092, 
whudson43@yahoo.com.

BeAd SoCiety—1 p.m. Alotta 
Gelato 388-1362.

BinGo—1st and 2d Sun. Doors 
open 12:30 p.m., games start 1:35 
p.m. Benefits Salvation Army and Post 
18 charities. American Legion Post 18, 
409 W. College Ave. 534- 0780

Gentle yoGA—5:30-7 p.m. A 
Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas, 388-
2425.

HoliStiC PreSentAtionS—11 a.m. 
PeaceMeal Coop Deli. 534-9703

PrAyer And Study in tHe eAStern 
ortHodox trAdition—Sunset. The-
otokos Retreat Center, 5202 Hwy. 152, 
Santa Clara. 537-4839, theotokos@
zianet.com.

reStorAtive yoGA—4-5:30 p.m. 
A Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas, 388-
2425.

mondAyS
A CourSe in mirACleS—6:30 

p.m., 600 N. Hudson. Information, 
534-9172 or 534-1869.

AArP CHAPter #1496—Third 
Monday. 12:30 p.m. Senior Center, 
205 W. Victoria. Contact Marcia 
Fisch, 388-1298

AArP widowed PerSonS—Sec-
ond Mondays. 11 a.m. Glad Tidings 
Church. Contact Sally, 537-3643.

Al-Anon—12:05 p.m. First Pres-
byterian Church, 1915 Swan, Silver 
City. Contact Valerie, 313-2561.

Art ClASS—-9-10:45 a.m. Silver 
City Senior Citizen Center. Beginners to 
advanced. Contact Jean 519-2977.

KundAlini yoGA—Noon. A Daily 
Practice, 104 N. Texas St.

PinG PonG—5:30-7 p.m. Grant 
County Convention Center. Beginners 
7-8 p.m.

Silver City SQuAreS—Dancing 
7-9 p.m. Presbyterian Church, 1915 
N. Swan St. Kay, 388-4227, or Linda, 
534-4523.

tAi CHi for Better BAlAnCe—1 
p.m., Senior Center. Call Lydia 
Moncada to register, 534-0059.

tueSdAyS
AlCoHoliCS AnonymouS—Men’s 

group, 7 a.m. Unitarian Fellowship 
Hall. 3845 N. Swan. Jerry, 534-4866.

AlzHeimer’S/dementiA SuPPort— 
1-3 p.m. Senior Center. Margaret, 
388-4539.

BAyArd HiStoriC mine tour—  
2nd Tuesday. Meet at Bayard City Hall, 
800 Central Ave., by 9:30 a.m. $5 
fee covers two-hour bus tour of historic 
mines plus literature and map; call 
537-3327 for reservation.

ComPASSionAte friendS—4th 
Tuesday. 6:30 p.m. Support for those 
who’ve lost a child. Episcopal Church, 
Parish Hall, 7th and Texas St. Charlene 
Mitchell, 534-1134.

fiGure/model drAwinG—4-6 
p.m. Contact Sam, 388-5583.

GilA writerS—6:30 p.m. Gila 
Regional Medical Center Conference 
Room, 1313 E. 32nd St. Trish Heck, 
pheck@grmc.org, 538-4072 .

interBody yoGA—5:30-6:30 p.m., 
315 N. Bullard, 2d fl. 519-8948.

KiwAniS CluB—Noon. Red Barn, 
708 Silver Heights Blvd., 590-0540.

loS ComAdreS CAnCer SuPPort 
GrouP—1st Tues. 6 p.m. Business and 
Conference Center, 3031 Hwy. 180 E. 

(next to Ace). 388-1198 ext. 10.
reiKi CirCle—First Tuesday of the 

month, 6:30 p.m. 2035 Little Walnut. 
Treatment for those in need of healing. 
Vicki, 388-8114, or Virginia, 388-
4870.

reStorAtive yoGA—10-11:30 
a.m., 5:30-7 p.m. A Daily Practice, 
104 N. Texas, 388-2425.

Slow flow yoGA—11:30 a.m. 
315 N. Bullard, 2d fl. 519-8948.

SoCiAl ServiCeS—Noon. Red Barn, 
707 Silver Heights Blvd. 538-5666.

teA PArty PAtriotS—2nd and 
4th Tues. 6 p.m. Red Barn Steakhouse, 
708 Silver Heights Blvd. 388-4143.

wedneSdAyS
ArCHAeoloGy SoCiety—Third 

Weds. of every month. Oct.-Nov., 
Jan.-April 7 p.m. Silver City Women’s 
Club. Summers 6 p.m. location TBA. 
536-3092, whudson43@yahoo.com.

BACK Country HorSemen—2nd 
Weds. 6 p.m. Gila Regional Medical 
Center Conference Room. Subject to 
change. 536-2953.

CurBSide ConSultinG—Free for 
nonprofits. 9 a.m.-noon. Wellness Co-
alition, 409 N. Bullard, Lisa Jimenez, 
534-0665, ext. 232, lisa@wellnessco-
alition.org,

food AddiCtS AnonymouS 
women’S GrouP—6:30 p.m. 1000 N 
Hudson St., 519-1070. 

GrAnt County demoCrAtiC 
PArty—2nd Weds. Potluck at 5:30 
p.m., meeting at 6:30 p.m. Sen. Howie 
Morales’ building, 3060 E. Hwy. 180.

GrouP meditAtion—5:30 p.m., 
A Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas St. 
388-2425.

lAdieS Golf ASSoCiAtion—8 a.m. 
tee time. Silver City Golf Course. 

PflAG—(Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 1st 
Weds. 5:30 p.m. Wellness Coalition, 
509 N. Bullard. 590-8797.

PinG PonG—5:30-7 p.m. Grant 
County Convention Center. Beginners 
7-8 p.m.

ProStAte CAnCer SuPPort 
GrouP—3rd Weds. 6:30 p.m. Gila 
Regional Medical Center Conference 
Room. 388-1198 ext. 10.

rePuBliCAn PArty of GrAnt 
County—Third Weds. 6 p.m. Red 
Barn.

trAumAtiC BrAin inJury SuPPort 
GrouP—3:30-5 p.m. All-Purpose 
Room, Billy Casper Wellness Center, 
Hudson St. & Hwy. 180. James, 537-
2429, or Danita, 534-9057.

BAyArd Al-Anon—6:30 p.m. 
Bayard Community Center. 575-537-
3141. 

tHurSdAyS
CAnCer SuPPort GrouP—2nd 

Thurs. 6 p.m. Gila Regional Medical 
Center Board Room. 388-1198 ext. 
10.

CArdiAC SuPPort GrouP—3rd 
Thurs. 4 p.m. Grant County Busi-
ness and Conference Center, 3031 
Hwy180E, 590-2578.

Citizen CorPS CounCil—First 
Thurs. 5:30 p.m. Grant County Admin 
Bldg.

de-StreSSinG meditA-
tionS—12-12:45 p.m. New Church 
of the SW Desert, 1302 Bennett St. 
313-4087.

GrAnt County rollinG StoneS 
Gem And minerAl SoCiety—2nd 
Thurs. 6 p.m. Senior Center, 204 W. 

Victoria St. Kyle, 538-5706. 
HAtHA yoGA—5:30 p.m. First 

Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona St. 
Lori Zitzmann.

HiStoriC mininG diStriCt & tour-
iSm meetinG—Second Thurs. 10 a.m. 
Bayard Community Center, 290 Hurley 
Ave., Bayard. 537-3327.

KundAlini yoGA—5:30 p.m. A 
Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas, 388-
2425.

mountAin dulCimer JAm—6:15 
p.m., Public Library.

ProGreSSive PilAteS—5:30-6:30 
p.m., 315 N. Bullard, 2d fl. 519-
8948.

toPS—5 p.m. 1st Presbyterian 
Church, 1915 Swan, 538-9447.

vinyASA yoGA—5:30-6:30 p.m., 
315 N. Bullard, 2d fl. 519-8948.

yoGA ClASS—Free class taught 
by Colleen Stinar. 1-2 p.m. Episcopal 
Church fellowship hall, 7th and Texas.

fridAyS
KundAlini yoGA—Noon. A Daily 

Practice, 104 N. Texas St.
overeAterS AnonymouS—6 p.m. 

Gila Regional Medical Center confer-
ence room. 313-9400.

Silver City womAn’S CluB—2d 
Fri., 10 a.m. 411 Silver Heights Blvd. 
538-9326.

tAizé—2d Friday. Service of 
prayer, songs, scripture readings and 
quiet contemplation. 6:30 p.m. Epis-
copal Church of the Good Shepherd, 
538-2015.

woodCArvinG CluB—2d and 4th 
Fridays except holidays. 1 p.m. Senior 
Center. 313-1518.

youtH SPACe—5:30-10 p.m. Loud 
music, video games, chill out. Satellite/
Wellness Coalition.

SAturdAyS
AlCoHoliCS AnonymouS BeGin-

nerS—6 p.m. Lions Club, 8th & 
Bullard (entrance at Big Ditch behind 
Domino’s). Newcomers and seasoned 
members welcome.

AlzHeimer’S/dementiA SuPPort— 
10 a.m.-noon. Gila Regional Medical 
Center Conference Room. Margaret, 
388-4539.

BeGinninG SAlSA—7-8 p.m. 
Javalina’s. Instructor Gail Willow, 
388-3332.

BloominG lotuS meditAtion—1 
p.m. Details: 313-7417, blooming-
lotus-sangha@googlegroups.com.

douBle feAture BloCKBuSter 
meGA Hit movie niGHt—5:30-11 
pm. Satellite/Wellness Coalition.

eveninG PrAyer in tHe eAStern 
ortHodox trAdition—5 p.m. Theoto-
kos Retreat Center, 5202 Hwy. 152, 
Santa Clara. 537-4839, theotokos@
zianet.com.

KidS BiKe ride—10 a.m., Bike-
works, 815 E. 10th St. Dave Baker, 
590-2166.

nArCotiCS AnonymouS—6 p.m. 
New 180 Club, 1661 Hwy. 180 E.

SAdHAnA morninG PrAyer, 
meditAtion, yoGA—Last Sat. 5-7 
a.m. A Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas, 
388-2425.

SPinninG GrouP—1st Sat., 1-3 
p.m. Yada Yada Yarn, 614 N. Bullard, 
388-3350.

vinyASA flow yoGA—10 a.m. All 
levels. A Daily Practice, 104 N. Texas, 
388-2425. k

Body, Mind & Spirit

Grant County Weekly Events
Support groups, classes and more.

 

©DE

 

RED HAT
HEALING
CENTER
DR. LOUISE CASH
• Cold LASER Therapy 
• Gentle Chiropractor
• Foot-Bath Detox

RED HAT HEALING CENTER
309 E. COLLEGE AVENUE • SILVER CITY, NEW MEXICO

www.redhathealing.com

Silver City — 575-519-2724 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9-11:30 & 2-4 
Mimbres — Mon & Fri by appt

across from Camp Thunderbird

Horse & Dog chiropractic adjustments are available! 
Please request a written referral from your animal’s 

DVM for chiropractic treatment from Dr. Cash. 

Stressed? Overwhelmed? 
Let me help your body & mind 

come back into peaceful balance.

Paul E. Galbraith, LISW/LCSW
Ph. 575-654-0812
Fax 575-538-4355

 SWCounseling@hotmail.com

�erapist ~ Adolescents & Adults

Southwest Counseling
204A West Markeet Street

Silver City, NM 88061

A Licensed Independent & Clinical Social Worker

NM Lic# 4096

MAGGIE KNOX
Licensed Massage Therapist

Time-Out Massage
526 Hwy 180 West • Silver City, NM

575-534-9702
Deep Therapeutic Massage

Swedish and Neuromuscular Therapy
Gift Certificates Available

BOARD CERTIFIED
PULMONARY 

BOARD CERTIFIED
CRITICAL CARE

BOARD CERTIFIED
INTERNAL MEDICINE

BOARD CERTIFIED 
SLEEP MEDICINE

DONALD J. STINAR, M.D.

110 E. 11th Street
SILVER CITY, NM 88061
(575) 388-0184
(575) 388-0186 Fax

Silver Dust Trading & Gallery
Native American Hand Made Arts & Crafts

Featuring the collection of Al and Margaret Grieve, 
with over 40 years of trading on the Navajo reservation

Come see us in Piñon Plaza near Adobe Springs Café
January daily store hours may vary.

Appointments welcome, call 928-429-0351

575-388-1159  õ 1607 Piñon Plaza  õ Silver City, NM

Wide selection of Pendleton robes, 
shawls and Pendleton accessories
 Special catalog orders available.
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Talking Horses • Scott Thomson

Anatomy Lessons
Let conformation help guide you.

For more than a year I’ve been reading with 
great interest a regular column in Equus 
Magazine written by Deb Bennet, PhD. Her 

area of expertise is in the anatomy and biomechan-
ics of the horse. She is a well-known horsewoman 
who has competed and judged in virtually every 
riding discipline. Her new book, Principles of 
Conformation Analysis, volumes I, II and III, pulls 
together many of her past writings into one source.

Now, I’ll admit that if you failed high-school ge-
ometry or if you’re not competing in the show ring, 
much of this might seem far too complicated or even 
irrelevant for the recreational rider. What I love about 
her work, though, is she’s always quick to point out 
that in the end the horse will tell you, if you are will-
ing to listen, what he does best and where he’s most 
comfortable. This is why I think her work has rele-
vance for any horse person. Combining some of her 
insights with those of Linda Tellington-Jones, who 
has studied the relationship between conformation 
and behavior/personality, can truly help you under-
stand why a horse does what it does.

Using my own horse as a real-life example, I 
thought it might be interesting to show how some 
understanding of conformation and biomechanics 
can help you develop a better working partnership 
with your horse.

I bought my quarter horse, Cody, when he was 
5; he’s now turning 18. I was his ninth owner (!) so 
he obviously had a few issues. In our early days 
together, he clearly showed why so many people 
had given up on him. He’d throw you a nice big 
buck from time to time for no apparent reason. He 
was pretty clumsy, especially on the trail. This was 
bad enough that my trainer thought he was show-
ing early signs of the dreaded EPM. Cody would 
come back from most rides with dings on his 
fetlocks and heel bulbs. He would toss his head, 
mostly when going downhill. He got nervous when 
asked to canter in collection, and collection actu-
ally seemed difficult for him. He felt like he had 
a “flat tire” when tracking to the left, but never 
tested lame.

People I was working with at the time attributed 
most of this to either his personality or my riding. 
I’d hear things like “he’s lazy, he needs to go for-
ward, he has a lousy work ethic, he needs a job.” Or 
comments aimed at me like “you’re riding on your 
pockets, you’re leaning forward, you need to kick 
him, you’re riding him downhill into the ground, 
your reins are too lose, your reins are too tight, blah, 
blah, blah.” As expected, I also heard the inevitable 
“your saddle doesn’t fit and this is why he tosses his 
head.” There was no discussion about his confor-
mation and how that might play a part.

Using Deb Bennet as my guide, here’s what I 
saw: Cody has a slight club foot on his left 
front, making it boxy and tall. Over time 

this caused a different-shaped hoof on his right 
front—lower and flatter. This led to a shortening of 
his right side from shoulder to hoof, not an enor-
mous difference but enough to affect gait when 
combined with the hoof shape. He has a broad 
chest, which can cause a horse to be slower in his 
gaits, but tends toward being narrow-based front 
and rear. Combined with a slight toe turn in on his 
front feet, more on the right than the left, his ath-
letic ability is limited and he is set up to interfere.

His shoulder movement is characterized as 
“flat” by Bennett, meaning there is minimum flex 
in the knee and hock during movement. This is 
deemed “efficient,” as there is less wasted or up-
ward movement and is typical of the quarter horse 
breed. In his hindquarters, his legs fall slightly be-
hind the vertical, making it uncomfortable for him 
to canter in collection. He over-reaches and also 
interferes in front and back, so much so that if you 
looked at his prints in the sand you’d think he’s 
walking on a tightrope.

There were two other significant issues. He has 
a slight “ewe neck,” which can make it difficult for 
any horse to collect or carry that collection for very 
long. Also, and more telling, is that he has a definite 
“downhill balance” to his body. In fact, the angle of 

this measurement is at the upper limit of what Ben-
nett considers acceptable for a riding horse.

The fact that bucking and head tossing almost 
always happened going downhill in steep or bad 
footing made sense now given his downhill build, 
the shape and angles of his front feet, and the in-
terference. He’d stumble, his legs would cross, and 
flight-animal fear would surface. His clumsiness is 
influenced by the shape of his front hooves (espe-
cially the turned-in toes), his flat shoulder move-
ment causing low ground clearance, and the inter-
ference and over-reaching. Anxiety at the canter in 
collection could be tied to the positioning of his 
hind legs and ewe neck. The feeling of a “flat tire” 
on his right front when tracking left was definitely 
a result of the shape and length of his right shoul-
der and foreleg. The small dings on his legs came 
from his style of movement. His speed, or lack 
thereof, was influenced by the conformation of his 
chest and forelegs, and his overall conformation. 
The severe downhill build clearly contributed to 
his “heaviness” on the forehand.

Given all these issues it would have been easy 
for me to say I need another horse, but Cody was 
doing so many good things for me and my students 
it seemed smarter to accommodate his physical 
limitations instead.

What have I done? I’ve worked with my 
farrier to gradually achieve the best 
possible shape for the hoof that causes 

many of the clumsiness issues. It’ll never be per-
fect but it is much improved. I’ve developed arena 
routines focusing on agility and lifting his feet, 
such as work over ground poles and caveletti, and 
some low jumps. I’ve added basic dressage exer-
cises to improve balance, hindquarter engagement 
and strength. I do a lot of my collected work from 
the ground, either in long lines or work in hand, 
so that Cody can develop strength and suppleness 
without the weight of a rider.

On the trail, I pay particular attention to how we 
go down hills, especially given the steep and rocky 
terrain around here. I ride slowly, focusing on en-
gaging his hindquarters, keeping him straight, and 
using my leg and hand aids to prevent his front legs 
from crossing. He wears splint boots and front bell 
boots whenever I ride, even on the trail, so the in-
evitable bumps don’t lead to injury or silly behavior.

I also take the time to go walk a new trail to check 
out the footing. I’m willing to cross a trail off my list 
if it’s beyond his ability. I’ve seen too many accidents 
where a horse is physically frustrated by conditions 
and a rider forces the issue. I’ve even made the deci-
sion to rarely ride with anyone other than my wife or 
a student on a teaching ride;  I ride to the level of my 
horse and don’t think it’s fair to other riders to have to 
alter their style or pace to fit what I’m doing.

This might seem like a lot to go through for a 
horse. I choose to look at it another way. There 
are no perfect horses. Accept that not every horse 
can do everything well. If your horse’s assets far 
outweigh his liabilities, and you really want to help 
him, then study his anatomy to see how he is put 
together. It might lead you to some easy adjust-
ments in your approach. Rather than get frustrated 
by what he can’t do, focus instead on helping him 
succeed with the physical abilities he has.

And Cody—he’s still slow and deliberate in cer-
tain situations and trips from time to time, but I 
haven’t seen a buck in years, he rarely tosses his 
head, he goes down hills engaging his back end and 
stays pretty straight, his legs are ding-free and he can 
carry collection for much longer periods. He’s never 
been lame or sore-backed. He’s a happy boy! k

Scott Thomson lives in 
Silver City and teaches 
natural horsemanship 
and foundation train-
ing. You can contact 
him at hsthomson@

msn.com or (575) 388-
1830.

Frumpy Fox LLC
Petsitting Since 2004

www.frumpyfox.com

Have a Happy New Year
To All My Pet Sitting Friends — 
  May 2013 Bring You 
 Happy Trails To Follow

2013
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Ramblin’ Outdoors • Larry Lightner

Life Is a Ponderment
When ramblin’ outdoors, finding more questions than answers.

I suppose that if the truth be known, I was born 
to ponder; I’m always wonderin’ about this sub-
ject or that object or that person.
If you know me very well, or if you find yourself 

around me for but a short time, you will quickly find 
out that I like to ask questions. No, I’m not being 
nosy; questions and the answers to them help me to 
understand how people (and even things) tick.

When I’m outdoors I’m constantly questioning 
how or why something came to be; I thirst for that 
kind of knowledge.

For instance, while hunting deer back in late 
October, I stopped in a spot in the woods for rea-
sons that I’d rather not discuss. I was a mile or 
more from the nearest house and at least a good 
half-mile from the nearest human-traveled trail.

Yet as I peered down at this spot on the earth, 
something caught my eye. I leaned over and picked 
up the tarnished, spent brass casing from a .22 rim-
fire cartridge.

I pondered, and still ponder, 
over the odds of that happening. 
I was standing where another hu-
man had stood in that vast sea of 
forest—simply amazing.

Similarly, today I went for 
a hike where recently I had 
opened up a 30-foot new section. 
This part of my trail follows the 
erosion ditch that I had dug by a 
dozer operator some four to five 
years ago. The ditch is about 18 inches deep and at 
this place it is overgrown with vegetation.

I had traversed this new place about a dozen times 
or so before, but today something manmade caught 
my attention: two black, rectangular pieces about 
four inches in length, partially concealed by grass.

Of course, I picked them up and was startled to 
find that they were two halves from a 1970s-style 
Kodak Instamatic camera!

That find got me to pondering: How long had 
the pieces lain there? Were they lying on the sur-
face and washed down into the ditch by a long-
forgotten rain? Or had they somehow been buried 
in the soil some 30 to 40 years ago, only to be un-
earthed by the dozer?

Now, before you scoff at this last ponder-
ment, permit me to relate to you this story. 
Back in the early 1990s, I was traveling in 

my truck over a frozen bit of January two-track. On 
my way back the way I had come in, the sun had 
now melted the frozen soil and I hit a subterranean 
spring of water that quickly buried my Ford F150 
4X4 up to its belly! I had no choice but to lie on my 
own belly and use a trenching shovel to dig out the 
entire undercarriage of said vehicle. Please realize 
that a trenching shovel isn’t all that handy, being 
narrow and short in blade and only 18 inches in 
total length.

Not too long into the adventure and about a 
foot down into the muck, I came upon a manmade 
object; it turned out to be a bullet, the kind used 
in military weapons of 100 years ago. Now, it may 
have been deposited there in more recent years, I 
freely admit, but there it was nonetheless.

I’ve often pondered the odds of me finding that 
bullet. In fact, I’ve pondered many a pleasurable 
hour away thinking over it and other similar finds.

But back to the present. Recently I returned 
from a hunting trip to Missouri. Right 
there next to my open gate lay a weath-

ered, yellow, empty shotshell casing of the 20- 
gauge variety. It was somewhat squashed and 
obviously had been out in the elements for a 
very long time.

This case lay six feet inside of my web fencing 
and three feet or more from my driveway, and it 
definitely had not been there when I closed the 
gate on my way to Missouri! Where in the heck did 
the dang thing come from and why was it there?

Last week, in the arroyo below the house and 
mostly within the property fence, I discovered a 
series of soil disruptions both inside and outside 
the fence. I chalked it up to a roaming skunk forag-
ing for food.

But then I came upon three very deep and large 
holes in the bank on my side of the web fence. The 
first was but six inches deep and a foot wide; the 
second was a foot deep and a foot wide; the third 
was over two feet deep and a foot wide. The soil 

was so disturbed that I couldn’t 
identify the digger’s tracks, but 
my suspicions indicated a gray 
fox or a dreaded badger! Were 
they the beginnings of a new 
den? I hoped not.

I went about gathering up a 
shovel and soon had the holes 
filled back in. It has been a week 
and they are still untouched. Oh, 
the ponderment of it all.

I’ve recently pondered over our early-December 
weather. Is the obvious lack of rain the result of 
the very fine temperatures we’re experiencing? 

I mean, I can’t ever remember such great tempera-
tures in December, not in the 24 years I’ve lived 
here. I sure ain’t complaining,  but it just isn’t natu-
ral, folks!

On the other side of the slope, could the fine 
temperatures be from the fact that it isn’t raining? 
Go ponder.

Speaking of nature, in normal times, which 
means every winter except this one, come Febru-
ary a curious plant named filaree makes its appear-
ance; it is a sought-after food of quail. This past 
2012, though, the plant showed up in early Novem-
ber. What’s up with that?

Here’s another phenomenon I can’t quite place 
my finger on. On several occasions at dawn, two 
thermometers showed temps of 36 degrees and 
one morn they showed 39 degrees. Yet we had 
skim-ice on the four water bowls, and one time 
there was a quarter-inch of solid water on one 
bowl while the other three were ice-free, including 
one sitting not three feet away. Isn’t ice supposed 
to form at 32 degrees?

I mean, pondering the state of these liquids 
could force me to imbibe another form of liquid!

And then there is that last and most formidable 
kind of ponderment that was summed up best by 
actor Will Geer in the ancient cinema Jeremiah 
Johnson. In it, Geer’s character, a wizened old 
mountain man, is emoting with Jeremiah and the 
latter asks if the old man had ever had a full-time-
night woman?

Somewhere in his answer, Gere replies (and 
this is a loose paraphrase by me) that “a woman’s 
breast was the hardest soil that he ever had found 
and he could find no track on it.” I take that to 
mean that the human male can never ponder how 
a woman thinks! Nuff said.

Keep the sun forever at your back, the wind for-
ever in your face, and may The Forever God bless 

you, too! k

When not 
ramblin’ 
outdoors, 

Larry 
Lightner 

ponders in 
Silver City.

That find got me 
to pondering: How 

long had the 
pieces lain there?
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Reliable and honest
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“From base to roof, give us a call,
WE DO IT ALL!”

Hans Kruse, Remodeling & New Construction
Call 575-388-3041 Lic. #55718

One Man & A Truck
Silver City • 590-3127
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Home Repair & Improvement
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575-388-0239
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Red or Green
Southwest New Mexico’s best restaurant guide.

GrAnt County
Silver City

AdoBe SPrinGS CAfé, 1617 Silver 
Heights Blvd., 538-3665. “Under new 
ownership and refocusing on what has 
made it a longtime Silver City favorite: 
excellent breakfasts and lunches.” 
(April 2011) Breakfast items, burgers, 
sandwiches: Mon.-Thur. B L, Sat. & 
Sun. B L D.*

AlottA GelAto, 619 N. Bullard St., 
534-4995. Gelato, desserts and hot 
drinks: All day.*

ASiAn Buffet, 1740 Hwy. 180E, 
388-0777. “A boundless buffet that 
would satisfy the Mongol hordes.” 
(April 2010) Chinese, Thai, Malaysian, 
sushi: L D.

Billy’S BBQ And wood-fired 
PizzA, Hwy 180E, 388-1367. “A 
freewheeling mixture of barbequed 
ribs and brisket, freshly made pasta, 
Cajun catfish, seared Ahi tuna, au-
thentic Greek gyros, and pizzas baked 
in a wood-fired oven and featuring a 
wide range of innovative toppings.” 
(November 2010) Barbecue, pizza, 
gyros, pasta: Tues.-Fri. D. Sat.-Sun. L 
D. Italian nights Weds., Sat.*

BryAn’S Pit BArBeCue, Mimbres 
Valley Self Storage and RV Park, 
(660) 247-3151 or (660) 247-3160. 
“Authentic Southern-style barbecue.…. 
Brisket, pork ribs, chicken and sausage 
dinners, pulled pork and chopped 
brisket sandwiches.” (August 2010). 
Now also BBQ tenderloin and smoked 
turkey. Barbecue: L D.

CAfé oSo Azul At BeAr moun-
tAin lodGe, 60 Bear Mountain Ranch 

Road, 538-2538. “Bear Mountain 
Lodge blends food, art and natural 
beauty into a memorable experience 
that pleases all the senses.… The menu 
changes daily, with entrées that are 
always imaginative and tasty—comfort 
food in a form that most of our mothers 
would never have thought of produc-
ing.” (March 2011) Weekend brunch, 
weekday L by reservation only.*

CHineSe PAlACe, 1010 Highway 
180E, 538-9300. “All the food is 
cooked to order. This means that not 
only does every dish arrive at the table 
freshly cooked and steaming, but also 
that you can tailor any dish to suit 
your taste.” (October 2012) Chinese: 
Mon.-Fri. L D.

CourtyArd CAfé, Gila Regional 
Medical Center, 538-4094. American: 
B L, with special brunch Sundays.*

CuriouS KumQuAt, 111 E. College 
Ave., 534-0337. “A hotspot of modern 
culinary innovation. Lunch features 
soups, salads and sandwiches. Dinners 
are elaborate, imaginative, exotic 
five-course culinary creations. Entrées 
always include vegetarian and vegan 
options… plus others determined by 
what local ranchers have available.” 
(July 2010) Contemporary: Mon. L, 
Tues.-Sat. L D.*

deliGHtful Blend, 3030 N. Pinos 
Altos Road, 388-2404. Coffeeshop.

diAne’S reStAurAnt, 510 N. 
Bullard St., 538-8722. “As they serve 
Diane’s fresh, inventive dishes, the staff 
will make you subtly aware you are 
indeed enjoying a big-city-caliber din-
ing experience—without the least bit of 

snootiness to detract from the fact that 
you are, nonetheless, in small-town 
New Mexico.” (Sept. 2007) Home-
made American, Euro and Pacific Rim: 
Tues.-Sat. L D, Sun. D only, weekend 
brunch, catering.

diAne’S BAKery & deli, The Hub, 
Suite A, Bullard St., 534-9229. “Top-
notch pastries in the morning, deli 
lunch or…dinner. . . Diane’s new Deli 
has it all—to go!” (Sept. 2007) Artisan 
breads, sandwiches, deli, baked 
goods: B L D.*

don JuAn’S BurritoS, 418 Silver 
Heights Blvd., 538-5440. Mexican: 
B L.

drifter PAnCAKe HouSe, 711 
Silver Heights Blvd., 538-2916. Break-
fast, American: B L, breakfast served 
throughout.

eAt your HeArt out, 800 W. 
Market, 313-9005. Catering. *

GAllo Pinto, 901 N. Hudson St., 
597-3663. Mexican: B L D. 

Gil-A BeAnS, 1304 N. Bennett St. 
Coffeeshop.*

Golden StAr, 1602 Silver Heights 
Blvd., 388-2323. “If you sometimes 
long for the guilty pleasures of the 
Chinese food served at a mall food 
court—think Panda Express—or just 
want your wontons without waiting, 
there’s good news…. Normal appetites 
will find the three-item combo tough 
to finish, so plan on leftovers whether 
you’re eating in or taking out. All of 
it’s plenty tasty, and you can enjoy it 

Red or Green? is Desert Exposure’s guide to 
dining in southwest New Mexico. The listings 
here—a sampling of our complete and recent-

ly completely updated guide online at www.desert-
exposure.com—include some of our favorites and 
restaurants we’ve recently reviewed. We emphasize 
non-national-chain restaurants with sit-down, table 
service .

With each listing, we include a brief categori-
zation of the type of cuisine plus what meals are 
served: B=Breakfast; L=Lunch; D=Dinner. Un-
less otherwise noted, restaurants are open seven 
days a week. Call for exact hours, which change 
frequently. All phone numbers are area code 575 
except as specified. We also note with a star (*) 
restaurants where you can pick up copies of Des-
ert Exposure.

If we’ve recently reviewed a restaurant, you’ll 
find a brief capsule of our review and a notation of 
which issue it originally appeared in. Stories from 
all back issues of Desert Exposure from January 
2005 on are available on our Web site.

Though every effort has been made to make 
these listings complete and up-to-date, errors 
and omissions are inevitable and restaurants may 
make changes after this issue goes to press. That’s 
why we urge you to help us make Red or Green? 
even better. Drop a note to Red or Green? c/o Des-
ert Exposure, PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, 
fax 534-4134, or email updates@red-or-green.com.

Remember, these print listings represent only 
highlights. You can always find the complete, up-
dated Red or Green? guide online at www.desert-
exposure.com. Bon appétit!

DINING GUIDE continued 
on page 41

LOCAL, ALL NATURAL 
GRASSFED BEEF

High in Omega 3 Healthy Fats
No Hormones, Antibiotics, or Grain

Buy Direct & Save $$$
Quarters, Halves, Whole or Packaged Cuts

Delivered or Ranch Pick-Up
Free Delivery to Silver City on Friday’s

Other deliveries may include a trip charge

Owners Ceci McNicoll and Wendel Hann
Gila River Ranch, Gila, NM  

Call Us at 575-535-2664 

Little Toad Creek Inn & Tavern
1122 Hwy 35 • Mimbres, NM

575-536-9649 • littletoadcreek.com

• Eat 
• Drink
• Stay

Cissy McAndrew
Associate, EcoBroker®
& GREEN Realtor

(c) 575-538-1337
(o) 800-827-9198
CissyMcAndrew@gmail.com • www.SilverCityTour.com

414 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM 88061

"Your personal connection to Southwest New Mexico"

A Buyer for NATURALIST’S RETREAT
Exceptional 1 bedroom, 
1 bath home, 1.6 acres 
with water rights in the 

Birder's Paradise of 
Mangas Springs. 

MLS#29537   $175,000

WANTED



40 JANUARY 2013 www.desertexposure.com

Red or Green? • Peggy Platonos

Give Peace Meal a Chance
Silver City’s Peace Meal Burrito Bar is a new incarnation 

of the health-conscious eatery.

Always a fluid work-in-
progress, with new ideas 
welcomed and enthusias-

tically embraced, the Peace Meal 
eatery in Silver City has evolved, 
in the six years of its existence, 
from a worker-cooperative with 
an uncompromisingly vegetarian 
menu to its current incarnation 
as a single-owner Burrito Bar 
that offers slow-roasted beef, 
pork and chicken options in ad-
dition to vegetarian and vegan 
fare. What has not changed over 
the years is the commitment to 
provide food that is organic and 
healthy.

“I think organic is really im-
portant,” says Peace Meal owner 
Lynne Aldin, known to most 
people as Lynno. “My goal is to help people find 
their way to healthy food. I have been vegetarian, 
and I appreciate vegetarian and vegan food. I do 
include some meat in my diet now, but I stick with 
organic food, and with whole-grain products.”

On Labor Day, she introduced the change from 
a strictly vegetarian restaurant to a Chipotle Grill-
style Burrito Bar that includes meat options. It is 
an effort, Lynno says, to expand the appeal of the 
downtown restaurant and offer more choice to 
customers, while remaining true to the original 
goal of providing healthy, organic food.

“The beef and pork are both organic and locally 
grown. The beef comes from the J-Six Ranch in the 
Mimbres Valley, and the pork comes from the EZ 
Does It! Farm in Gila,” Lyznno says. “The chicken 
we use is antibiotic- and hormone-free, but, at the 
moment, is not available from local sources. Gila 
Chicken is working toward establishing a mobile 
processing unit that will meet processing require-
ments for restaurant use, and hopefully, we will 
soon be able to purchase local, pasture-raised 
chicken from them.” 

Buying meat and produce locally is a high prior-
ity for Lynno. “Organic is very important, but we 
focus on locally grown food, as well. All our veg-
etables are organic, and, as much as possible, we 
use local produce—whatever is in season at the 
time.”

Lynno says, with a chuckle, that she is a “tele-
vision- and community-trained” cook. “For years, 
I watched cooking programs on television—es-
pecially the ‘Great Chefs of the World’ series. I 
learned a lot about seasoning, making wine sauc-
es, reductions. I learned how to chop things—and 
it turns out that’s the skill I use most now.”

The “community” part of her training took place 
at the Silver City Food Coop, where she worked 
as the sandwich-maker for several years before 
Peace Meal came into existence.

“I learned a lot about vegetarian and vegan cook-
ing at the Coop—how to cook with tofu and use 
ingredients like eggless mayonnaise and ‘Spike’ sea-
soning,” she recalls. “A lot of the recipes we started 
with here came from the Coop or from people who 
worked here at Peace Meal in the beginning.”

In the Peace Meal kitchen, Lynno still prepares 
food that is sold at the Coop, including sand-
wiches, wraps, salads, coleslaw, pasta sal-

ads, spreads like hummus and a tuna alternative 
whimsically named “Happy Tuna”—so-named to 
indicate that the tuna is still swimming happily in 
the sea, rather than being included in the spread, 
which is made instead of soaked almonds, walnuts 
and sprouted sunflower seeds. The Coop also car-
ries her popular vegetarian sushi, her chile-lime ca-
shews and her flax crackers in both the chile-garlic 
and Thai-sesame flavors.

The Javalina Coffee House in Silver City will 
soon be selling Peace Meal soups, which are al-
ways vegan and range from Lynno’s versions of 
such Southwestern favorites as Green Chile Stew 
and 3-Bean Texas Chili to more internationally-

inspired soups like Thai Coconut Stew, Butternut-
Ginger Soup and Shitake Mushroom & Miso Soup. 
Lynno also features a Soup-of-the-Day at the Peace 
Meal Burrito Bar, where customers can choose to 
add some of the slow-cooked meat or Salsa Bar 
ingredients to any of the soups, if they so choose.

In addition to soup, the Peace Meal Burrito 
Bar menu now offers Frito Pies, Rice Bowls, Sal-
ad Bowls and, of course, burritos. Each burrito 
is huge and easily provides two meals for people 
with normal-sized appetites. The basic Rice-&-
Beans burrito costs $6.50, while the “loaded” bur-
rito costs $9.50 and includes a choice of meat or a 
special vegetable option (roasted butternut squash 
and sweet potato most recently) in addition to the 
basic long-grain brown rice and pressure-cooked 
whole black beans. 

All burritos, whether basic or loaded, come 
with the Salsa Bar options, which are posted and 
include such things as guacamole, sour cream, 
grated pepper jack cheese, diced tomatoes, shred-
ded lettuce, chopped green onions, sliced jalape-
ños, and three different homemade salsas: Red 
Chile Salsa (the mildest, but still nippy), Fresh Red 
Salsa (hotter) and Tomatillo Salsa (hottest). Not 
only can customers choose which of these items 
get added to their burritos, but people who are 
sharing a burrito can get completely different Salsa 
Bar ingredients added to their respective halves of 
the same burrito.

The Frito Pies actually contain authentic Fritos, 
along with the same filling options as the burritos, 
and the same is true of the Rice Bowls, which are 
similar to the Frito Pies but without the corn chips. 
Both types of meals offer the same choice of basic 
or “loaded” options, and the same choice of Salsa 
Bar ingredients, and both come in large and small 
sizes. For basic Rice & Beans Frito Pies or Rice 
Bowls, the cost is $6.50 for the large size and $3.75 
for the small size. For “loaded” Frito Pies or Rice 
Bowls, the cost is $9.50 for the large size and $5.25 
for the small size.

Combos of soup and a small Frito Pie or Rice 
Bowl are sometimes offered for $7 for the basic 
version or $8.50 for the “loaded” option.

Salad Bowls come in one size only, and the cost 
is $6.50 for the basic Rice & Beans version, and 
$9.50 for the “loaded” version. Again, customers 
are offered the full range of Salsa Bar choices.

Lighter meals are available, too. Soup can be 
purchased for $3.50 per 8-ounce cup or $7 for a 
16-ounce bowl. Flaxseed crackers are also avail-
able, along with a variety of spreads, including 
“Happy Tuna.”

Peace Meal Burrito Bar is located in the Hub on 
Bullard Street, between Java Hut and the Market-
place. It is open Wednesday through Monday from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and is closed on Tuesdays. For 
more information, call (575) 388-0106. k

Send Mimbres freelance writer Peggy Platonos 
tips for restaurant reviews at platonos@gilanet.

com or call (575) 536-2997.

Peace Meal Burrito Bar owner Lynne “Lynno” Aldin displays a small 
“loaded” Beef Frito Pie combo, with Lentil-Vegetable Soup, with the 
posted Salsa Bar selections behind her. (Photo by Peggy Platonos)

Alotta Gelato - 619 N. Bullard St., 
in Downtown Silver City -575-534-4995

Visit us online at: www.alottagelato.com

We will be CLOSED FOR VACATION during part of January. Be sure to 
call our answering machine or check our Facebook page for the 
days and hours we’ll be closed.

We’ve noticed that a lot of our customers are acting a bit sheepish 
lately-- many of them are apologetic and embarrassed to admit that 
they crave our gelato even in the dead of winter. For those of you 

needing reassurance, now hear this: THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH YOU— IT’S 
PERFECTLY OK TO EAT OUR WONDERFUL FROZEN TREATS ANYTIME! If you still feel a 
little funny being seen eating gelato on a wintry day, we have a solution: we will happily 
hand-pack a pint or quart container of the flavors of your choice and place it in a plain, 
unmarked bag for you to devour in the privacy of your own home with the shades 
discreetly drawn. 

If you need to shake off the winter doldrums, we suggest one of our music CDs from 
local artists such as Melanie Zipin, Bayou Seco or Brandon Perrault to name but a few, or 
wonderful World Music CDs from the Putumayo label. Also, we’d like to point out that 
gift certificates are available for all occasions, can be purchased in any amount, and can 
be used a little at a time to stretch the delicious experience throughout the year. 

Don’t forget: ALOTTA GELATO is open 7 nights a week until at least 9:00 PM (10:00 
PM on Friday and Saturday nights). We have all kinds of hot drinks (such as coffee, 
20-plus kinds of tea, hot cocoa, hot cider and even ramen noodles) to warm your insides 
when it’s chilly outside, and we also carry delicious dessert items such as Key Lime Bars, 
Raspberry Streusel Bars, Chocolate Chip Brownies, Triple Lemon Cheesecake, slices of 
flourless Chocolate Raspberry Torte, cookies, and big honkin’ wedges of triple-layer 
Carrot Cake! 

Resolve to treat yourself right and enjoy the best gelato in the state! Thanks for reading; 
as a token of our appreciation for you, our valued customer, bring this ad for 25¢ off 
any size gelato for each member of your party.

Alotta Words about ALOTTA GELATO

Silver City’s PREMIER Drive-Up Espresso Bar!
1530 N. Hudson • Silver City, NM • 575-388-2027

Mon.-Fri. 6am to 4pm • Sat. 7am to 2pm
New Second Location: 1212 E. 32nd St. • Silver City, NM

Mon.-Fri. 6am to 5pm • Sat. 8am-3pm

Come on in or use our convenient drive-through.  Enjoy freshly 
baked treats and free WiFi. If you have the time, we offer a relax-
ing comfortable location for informal meetings of getting 
together with friends.

At Sunrise Espresso we specialize in high quality espresso drinks 
designed to please the most discriminating tastes. The menu includes 
lattes, cappuccinos, mochas, and one of the best black cups of coffee 
you will find anywhere. All our drinks can be made hot, frozen 
(blended), or over ice, and most drinks can be made sugar free. 
Non-coffee drinks include Chai lattes, Italian cream sodas, and 
assorted teas. 

 Second 
Location

Now Open 
on Saturdays
Sunrise Espresso II
1212 East 32nd St.

Now offering Smoothies
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just like in the food court.” (February 
2007) Chinese: L D.

GrAndmA’S CAfé, 900 Silver 
Heights Blvd., 388-2627. American, 
Mexican: B L.*

Grinder mill, 403 W. College 
Ave., 538-3366. Mexican: B L D.*

JAliSCo CAfé, 100 S. Bullard St., 
388-2060. “The Mexican restaurant 
where you take out-of-town guests…. 
Jalisco’s massive menu goes well 
beyond the traditional combination 
plates, though it has those, too.” (De-
cember 2007) Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

JAvA tHe Hut, 611-A N. Bullard 
St., 534-4103. Espresso and coffee-
shop: Mon.-Sat.*

JAvAlinA Coffee HouSe, 201 N. 
Bullard St., 388-1350. Coffeehouse.*

Kountry KitCHen, 1505 N. Hud-
son St., 388-4512. Mexican: Mon.-
Sat. B L early D, Sun. B only.*

lA CoCinA reStAurAnt, 201 W. 
College Ave., 388-8687. Mexican: 
L D.

lA fAmiliA, 503 N. Hudson St., 
388-4600. Mexican: Tues.-Sun. B L D.*

lA mexiCAnA, Hwy. 180E and 
Memory Lane, 534-0142. Mexican 
and American: B L.

lion’S den, 208 W. Yankie, 654-
0353. Coffeeshop.

mASA y mAS tortilleriA, Suite 
C-The Hub Plaza, (505) 670-8775. 
Tortillas, tacos, chimichangas, burritos, 
enchiladas, menudo, tamales and 
more. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L.*

mi CASitA, 2340 Bosworth Dr., 
538-5533. New Mexican cuisine: 
Mon.-Thurs. L, Fri. L D.

millie’S BAKe HouSe, 215 W. 
Yankie, 597-2253. “From pies to piz-
zas, the food is oven-fresh and innova-
tive.” (November 2012) Soup, salads, 
sandwiches, baked goods: Tues.-Sat. 
Deep-dish pizza: Thurs.-Mon. D. *

nAnCy’S Silver CAfé, 514 N. 
Bullard St., 388-3480. Mexican: 
Mon.-Sat. B L D.

tHe PArlor At diAne’S, 510 N. 
Bullard St., 538-8722. Beer and wine 
bar, sandwiches, light bites: Tues.-Sun. 
afternoons.

PeACe meAl Burrito BAr, The 
Hub, 6th and Bullard, 388-0106. 
Chipotle-style burrito bar featuring 
local and organic foods: Weds.-Mon. 
L early D.*

Pretty Sweet emPorium, 312 N. 
Bullard St., 388-8600. Dessert, ice 

cream: Mon.-Sat.*
Q’S SoutHern BiStro And Brew-

ery, 101 E. College Ave., 534-4401. 
“Q’s Southern Bistro has found its 
niche and honed its ‘elevated pub’ 
menu to excellence to serve its fun-
loving, casual dining crowd.” (October 
2010) American, steaks, barbecue, 
brewpub: Mon.-Sat. L D.

red BArn, 708 Silver Heights 
Blvd., 538-5666. “From the friendly 
staff to the down-home food—steaks, 
of course, plus chicken, seafood, 
burgers, sandwiches and a sampling 
of superb Mexican fare—you might be 
settling in for lunch or dinner at an es-
pecially large ranch house.” (October 
2009) Steakhouse: L D.*

SABor, 1700 Mountain View 
Road, 388-2737. Mexican, sand-
wiches: B L D.

SHeveK & Co., 602 N. Bullard 
St., 534-9168. “Shevek & Co. will 
take your taste buds on a culinary tour 
from Spain to Greece, with delicious 
destinations all along the Mediterra-
nean in-between. The sheer ambition 
of the offerings is astonishing.” (March 
2009) Mediterranean: D, brunch on 
selected weekends.*

Silver BowlinG Center CAfé, 
2020 Memory Lane, 538-3612. 
American, Mexican, hamburgers: L D.*

SilverAdo HeAltH food SHoP, 
303 E. 13th St., 534-9404. Sand-
wiches, burritos, salads, smoothies: 
Mon.-Fri. L.

SunriSe eSPreSSo, 1530 N. Hud-
son, 388-2027. Coffeeshop: Mon.-Sat. 
B L, early D.

SunriSe eSPreSSo, 1212 E. 32nd 
St., 534-9565. Coffeeshop, bakery: 
Mon.-Fri. B L, early D, Sat. B L only.*

terry’S oriGinAl BArBeQue, Hwy. 
180 and Ranch Club Road. Barbeque 
to go: L D.

tHree doGS CoffeeHouSe, 503 N. 
Bullard St. Coffeeshop, lunch special-
ties, pizza: L.

tre roSAt CAfé, 304 N. Bullard 
St., 654-4919. “The dinner menu 
ranges from humbler (but not hum-
drum) fare like burgers, pizzas and 
pastas to daily specials that include 
more upscale items like grilled salmon 
and petite sirloin steak. Appetiz-
ers include homemade chile relleno 
poppers, egg rolls (with specialty 
fillings changing from day to day) 
and the ever-popular, ever delicious 
bacon-wrapped dates.” (August 2012) 
International eclectic: Mon.-Fri. L, D. 

Sat. D. *
viCKi’S eAtery, 315 N. Texas, 

388-5430. “Serving hearty breakfasts, 
sandwiches both cold and grilled, 
wraps and salads that satisfy in a 
homey yet sophisticated way. Don’t 
miss the German potato salad.” (Dec. 
2009) American: Mon.-Sat. B L. Sun. 
B.*

wrAnGler’S BAr & Grill, 2005 
Hwy. 180E, 538-4387. Steak, burg-
ers, appetizers, salads: L D.*

yAnKie CreeK Coffee HouSe, 112 
W. Yankie St. Coffeeshop, coffee, 
home-made pastries and ice cream, 
fresh fruit smoothies.*

BAyArd
fidenCio’S tACo SHoP, 1108 Tom 

Foy Blvd. Mexican: B L D.
little niSHA’S, 1101 Tom Foy 

Blvd., 537-3526. Mexican: Wed.-Sun. 
B L D.

loS ComPAS, 1203 Tom Foy Blvd, 
654-4109. “If you want to know how 
special a hot dog can be… these 
Sonora-style hot dogs are master-
pieces that please the eye as well as 
the taste buds. First, the beef hot dogs 
are wrapped in bacon and grilled, 
then nestled into a special soft, ever-
so-slightly sweet bun custom-made 
especially for Los Compas at a state-
of-the-art bakery located in Palomas. 
The dogs are topped with beans, 
melted cheese, guacamole, mustard, 
ketchup, grilled and raw onions, diced 
tomatoes, and then the whole thing is 
finished off with decorative squiggles 
of mayonnaise.” (May 2012) Sonoran-
style Mexican, hot dogs, portas, 
menudo: L D.

m & A BAyArd CAfé, 1101 N. 
Central Ave., 537-2251. “A down-to-
earth, friendly, unpretentious place—
kind of a cross between a Mexican 
cantina and a 1950s home-style diner, 
serving tasty, no-frills Mexican and 
American food at reasonable prices.” 
(October 2011) Mexican and Ameri-
can: Mon.-Fri. B L D.

SPAniSH CAfé, 106 Central Ave., 
537-2640. Mexican, tamales and 
menudo (takeout only): B.

SuGAr SHACK, 1102 Tom Foy 
Blvd., 537-0500. Mexican: Sun.-Fri. 
B L.

Cliff
PArKey’S, 8414 Hwy. 180W, 535-
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Bear
Mountain

Lodge

60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road
575 538 2538 • www.bearmountainlodge.com

The Café Oso Azul at The Lodge

Come and sit by the �replaces and have a handcrafted 
meal of hearty soup, artisanal bread, and dessert.

Please call for reservations 575 538 2538

Soup, Bread, 
and Thou

Thursday’s nights at 
the Lodge from 

5-6:30 pm

January 3rd
Happy Camper IPA Beef Stew or Veggie Stew

served with a side of  creamy polenta in the bowl
Bear Mountain Romaine Salad

Apple Torte with real Whipped Cream
$22.

January 10th
Cream Of Chicken or Cream of Asparagus 

served with a side of Bleu Cheese whipped potatoes
Bear Mountain Romaine Salad

Poached Pears with Chocolate Sauce
$22.

January 17th
Chicken Tortilla or Veggie Tortilla Soup

served with all the �xings 
(tortilla chips, sun�ower seeds, monterey jack cheese, lime, and avocado)

Bear Mountain Romaine Salad
Tres Leche Cake with berries

$22.

January 24th
Mussels and Chorizo Stew 

served a side of black beans in the bowl
Bear Mountain Romaine Salad

Pear -Membrillo Cake served with real Whipped Cream
$22.

January 31st
Hot and Sour Soup with homemade wontons stu�ed with orange zest  and pork

Bear Mountain Romaine Salad
Rice Pudding

$22.

 575-313-9005 • 800 W. Market • Silver City, NM 88061
guardianvlb@aol.com • CATERINGONMARKET.COM 

Eat Your Heart Out can provide 
meals for all your catering needs.

• Brunches • Luncheons• Dinner Parties • Birthday Parties 
• Meetings & Social Gatherings • Showers • Graduation Parties

• Family Reunions • Card Parties • Memorial Services
Our meeting room is available for your event of under 40 guests.

You don’t need a formal gathering, 
just keep us in your refrigerator or freezer!

We can prepare dishes to serve 6 or 12 
for “take and bake.”

Give us a 2 day notice and we’ll have 
your food ready when you’re ready to pick it up.

cateringonmarket.com

Call 575-313-9005 or 
stop in at 800 West Market

Visit us online cateringonmarket.com

MARY’S GOURMET CUPCAKES 
are always available or by 

special order. Pick up one or a dozen.  
Call ahead so we’ll be there 

when you want them.

Please do to our website cateringonmarket.com 
for a current price listing.

Viva New Mexico
Restaurant Program 
encouraging diners 

to select more health 
conscious meals 
when eating out.

- Silver City -
Adobe Springs Café 

Billy’s BBQ
Diane’s Restaurant 

Grinder Mill
Isaac’s Grill

Kountry Kitchen
Peace Meal Cooperative

Shevek’s & Co.
Silverado

�e Jalisco Cafe
�e Red Barn
Vicki’s Eatery

Wrangler’s Bar & Grill
-Bayard- 

Little Nisha’s
M and A Bayard Café

-Hurley- 
Gateway Grill

-Mimbres- 
Bryan’s BBQ

Elks Xing Café
-Lordsburg-

El Charro 
Fidencios 

Ramona’s Café
-Rodeo-

Rodeo Café

Sponsored by:

Look for the red heart menu items—
your guide to diabetes 

and heart friendly selections.

Espresso
Coffee
Lattes

Salads
Wraps

Sandwiches
Juice Bar

722 E Florida St., Deming, NM 88030 ph: 575-546-3345
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can: B L D.
GuACAmole’S BAr And Grill, 

3995 W. Picacho Ave., 525-9115. 
Burgers, pizza, salads, sandwiches, 
Hawaiian appetizers: L D.

HieBert’S fine foodS, 525 E. 
Madrid Ave. #7, 524-0451. Mexican, 
American: B L D.

HiGH deSert BrewinG ComPAny, 
1201 W. Hadley Ave., 525-6752. 
Brew pub: L D.*

internAtionAl deliGHtS, 1245 
El Paseo Rd., 647-5956. Greek and 
International: B L D.

JAPAneSe KitCHen, 141 Roadrun-
ner Parkway, 521-3555. Japanese: 
L D.

J.C. tortAS, 1196 W. Picacho 
Ave., 647-1408. Mexican: L D.

JeSSe’S KAnSAS City BBQ, 230 S. 
Church, 522-3662. Barbecue: Mon., 
Tue., Thurs-Sat. L D.

JireH’S, 1445 W. Picacho. Mexi-
can, American: B L early D.

JoSe murPHy’S, 1201 E. Amador 
(inside Ten Pin Alleys), 541-4064. 
Mexican, American: L D.

JoSePHinA’S old GAte CAfé, 2261 
Calle de Guadalupe, 525-2620. “A 
delicious change of pace. There are 
a variety of classic deli sandwiches 
to choose from, all served on freshly 
baked bread, as well as the soup of 
the day in a cup or bowl, and salads.” 
(October 2008) Pastries, soups, 
salads, sandwiches: Mon.-Thur. L, 
Fri.-Sun. B L.

KAtAnA tePPAnyAKi Grill, 1001 E. 
University Ave., 522-0526. Japanese: 
Mon.-Fri. L D, Sat. D.

KevA JuiCe, 1001 E. University, 
522-4133. Smoothies, frozen yogurt: 
B L D.

Kim-CHi HouSe, 1605 S. Solano, 
652-4745. Korean: Tues.-Sun. L D.

KivA PAtio CAfé, 600 E. Amador 
Ave., 527-8206. Mexican, Southwest-
ern, American: B L D.

lA CoCinA, 204 E. Conway Ave., 
524-3909. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L.

lA mexiCAnA tortilleriA, 1300 N. 
Solano Dr, 541-9617. Mexican: L D.

lA nuevA CASitA CAfé, 195 N. 
Mesquite, 523-5434. Mexican and 
American: B L.

lA PoStA reStAurAnt de meSillA, 
2410 Calle De San Albino, 524-3524. 
“A restaurant with history hard-wired 
into the fiber of its being. Through 
building, menu and ownership, its 
roots extend all the way back to the 
1840s.” (September 2011) Mexican 
, steakhouse: L D, Sat.-Sun. and holi-
days also B.

lAS trAnCAS, 1008 S. Solano Dr., 
524-1430. Mexican, steaks, burgers, 
fried chicken: L D, Sat.-Sun. also B.

lemonGrASS, 2540 El Paseo Rd., 
523-8778. Thai: Tues.-Fri. L D, Sat.-
Mon. D.

le rendez-vouS CAfé, 2701 W. 
Picacho Ave. #1, 527-0098. French 
pastry, deli, sandwiches: Mon.-Sat. 
B L.

let tHem eAt CAKe, 2001 E. 
Lohman, Suite 136, 649-8965. Cup-
cakes: Tues.-Sat. 

lorenzo’S PAn Am, 1753 E. Uni-
versity Ave., 521-3505. “Homey, clas-
sic Italian fare.… Also features ravioli 
dishes, in half and full portions, served 
with salad and a basket of warm, fresh 
bread. Save room for dessert.” (July 
2008) Italian, pizza: L D.

loS ComPAS CAfé, 6335 Bataan 
Memorial W., 382-2025. Mexican: 
B L D.

loS ComPAS CAfé, 603 S. Nevarez 
St., 523-1778. Mexican: B L D.

loS ComPAS, 1120 Commerce Dr., 
521-6228. Mexican: B L D.*

loS mAriACHiS, 754 N. Motel 
Blvd., 523-7058. Mexican: B L D.

mAin Street BiStro And Ale 
HouSe, 139 N. Main St., 524-5977. 
Bistro fare, beers: L, D Mon.-Sat.

meSillA vAlley KitCHen, 2001 E. 
Lohman Ave. #103, 523-9311. Ameri-
can, Mexican: B L.*

meSon de meSillA, 1803 Avenida 
de Mesilla, 652-4953. Steaks, bar-
becue, seafood, sandwiches, salads, 
pasta: L D.

metroPolitAn deli, 1001 Univer-
sity Ave., 522-3354. Sandwiches: L D.

miGuel’S, 1140 E. Amador Ave., 
647-4262. Mexican: B L D.

mi PueBlito, 1355 E. Idaho Ave., 
524-3009. Mexican: Mon.-Fri. B L D, 
Sat.-Sun. B L.

milAGro Coffee y eSPreSSo, 1733 
E. University Ave., 532-1042. Cof-
feehouse: B L D.*

mix PACifiC rim CuiSine And mix 
exPreSS, 1001 E. University Ave. #D4, 
532-2042. “For a true taste of Tokyo, 
a classic curry, a Vietnamese tidbit or 
big bite of Australia—all served up 
with the sophistication of San Fran-
cisco—head to Mix Pacific Rim Cuisine 
for an international dining experience 
that satisfies.” (March 2008) Asian, 
Pacific: Mon.-Sat. L D.

moon-
GAte CAfé, 
9395 Bataan 
Memorial, 
382-5744. 
Coffeeshop, 
Mexican, 
American: 
B L.

my 
BrotHer’S 
PlACe, 334 
S. Main St., 
523-7681. 
Mexican: 
Mon.-Sat. L D.

nellie’S 
CAfé, 1226 
W. Hadley 
Ave., 524-
9982. Mexi-
can: Tues.-Sat. 
B L.

noPAlito 
reStAurAnt, 
2605 Mis-
souri Ave., 
522-0440. 
Mexican: L D.

noPAlito 
reStAurAnt, 
310 S. 
Mesquite St., 
524-0003. 
Mexican: 
Sun.-Tues., 
Thurs.-Sat. 
L D.*

old town 
reStAurAnt, 
1155 S. 
Valley Dr., 
523-4586. 
Mexican, 
American: 
B L.*

ono 
Grindz, 300 
N. Downtown 
Mall, 541-
7492. “Expect 
Ono Grindz’ 
authentic 
Hawaiian fare 
to thrill your 
taste buds in 
an atmo-
sphere that 
charms all your other senses.” (Feb. 
2008) Hawaiian: B L D.

orientAl PAlACe, 225 E. Idaho, 
526-4864. Chinese: L D.

PAiSAno CAfé, 1740 Calle de Mer-
cado, 524-0211. Mexican: B L D.*

PAnCAKe Alley diner, 2146 W. 
Picacho Ave., 647-4836. American: B 
L, early D.

PArKer’S BBQ, 850 E. Madrid 
Ave., 541-5712. Barbecue carryout: 
L, early D.

PASSion ultrA lounGe, 201 E. 
University Ave. (inside Ramada Palms), 
523-7399. Steaks, burgers, salmon: 
L D.

PePe’S, 1405 W. Picacho, 541-
0277. Mexican: B L D.

PePPerS CAfé on tHe PlAzA (in 
tHe douBle eAGle reStAurAnt), 2355 
Calle De Guadalupe, 523-6700. “Cre-
ative handling of traditional Southwest-
ern dishes…. [plus] such non-Mexican 
entrées as Salmon Crepes and Beer 
Braised Beef Carbonnade.” (March 
2012). Southwestern: L D. *

PHo SAiGon, 1160 El Paseo Road, 
652-4326. Vietnamese: L D.

Pit StoP CAfé, 361 S. Motel Blvd., 
527-1993. Mexican, American, steak: 
Mon.-Sat. B L D.

PlAyer’S Grill, 3000 Champions 
Dr. (NMSU golf course clubhouse), 
646-2457. American: B L D.

PullAro’S itAliAn reStAurAnt, 
901 W. Picacho Ave., 523-6801. 
Italian: L D.

rAnCHwAy BArBeQue, 604 N. 
Valley Dr., 523-7361. Barbecue, Mexi-
can: Mon.-Fri. B L D, Sat. D.

rASCo’S BBQ, 5580 Bataan 
Memorial E. (inside Shorty’s gas sta-
tion). Barbecued brisket, pulled pork, 
smoked sausage, ribs.

red BriCK PizzA, 2808 N. Telshor 
Blvd., 521-7300. Pizzas, sandwiches, 
salads: L D.

roBerto’S mexiCAn food, 908 E. 
Amador Ave., 523-1851. Mexican: 
B L D.*

roSie’S CAfé de meSillA, 420 Ave-
nida de Mesilla, 526-1256. Breakfast, 
Mexican, burgers: Sat.-Thurs. B L, Fri. 
B L D.

SAenz GorditAS, 1700 N. Solano 
Dr., 527-4212. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.

SAntorini’S, 1001 E. University 
Ave., 521-9270. “An eclectic blend 
of Greek and Mediterranean dishes—
gyros with different meats, such as 
lamb or chicken, hummus with pita, 
Greek salads—plus sampler plates and 
less-familiar items such as keftedes and 
pork shawarma. Vegetarian options 

are numerous.” (July 2010) Greek, 
Mediterranean: Mon.-Sat. L D.

SArA’S PlACe, 1750 N. Solano Dr., 
523-2278. Mexican: B L.

tHe SHed, 810 S. Valley Dr., 525-
2636. American, pizza, Mexican, 
desserts: Wed.-Sun. B L.*

Si itAliAn BiStro, 523 E. Idaho, 
523-1572. “Wood-fired pizzas are 
the star of the show, along with plenty 
of authentic pasta dishes.” (February 
2006) Italian: Mon.-Sat. L D.

SimPly toASted CAfé, 1702 El 
Paseo Road, 526-1920. Sandwiches, 
soups, salads: B L.

Si Señor, 1551 E. Amador Ave., 
527-0817. Mexican: L D.*

SmoKy diCK’S BBQ, 2265 S. 
Main St., 541-5947. Barbecue: L D.

SPAniSH KitCHen, 2960 N. Main 
St., 526-4275. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. 
B L D.

SPirit windS Coffee BAr, 2260 
S. Locust St., 521-1222. Sandwiches, 
coffee, bakery: B L D.*

St. ClAir winery & BiStro, 1720 
Avenida de Mesilla, 524-0390. “A 
showcase for St. Clair wines… rooted 
in the same attention to detail, insis-
tence on quality and customer-friendly 
attitude as the winery.” (July 2012) 
Wine tasting, bistro: L D.

SunSet Grill, 1274 Golf Club 
Road (Sonoma Ranch Golf Course 
clubhouse), 521-1826. American, 
Southwest, steak, burgers, seafood, 
pasta: B L D.

teriyAKi Bowl, 2300 N. Main St., 
524-2055. Japanese: Mon.-Sat. L D.

teriyAKi CHiCKen HouSe, 805 
El Paseo Rd., 541-1696. Japanese: 
Mon.-Fri. L D.

tHAi deliGHt de meSillA, 2184 
Avenida de Mesilla, 525-1900. “For 
the adventurous, there are traditional 
Thai curries, soups and appetizers 
to choose from, all of which can be 
ordered in the degree of heat that 
suits you.… The restaurant is clean, 
comfortable, casual in a classy sort of 
way, and totally unpretentious.” (Janu-
ary 2011) Thai, salads, sandwiches, 
seafood, steaks, German: L D.*

tiffAny’S PizzA & GreeK Ameri-
CAn CuiSine, 755 S. Telshor Blvd #G1, 
532-5002. “Greek as the Parthenon, 
the only pure outpost of Greek food 
for 200 miles…. When the food ar-
rives, it’s in portions that would satisfy 
a Greco-Roman wrestler.” (February 
2005) Pizza, Greek, deli: Tues.-Sat. 
B L D.*

umP 88 Grill, 1338 Picacho Hills 
Dr., 647-1455. “An authentic taste 
of the Emerald Isle in a delightfully 
authentic pub atmosphere.” (December 
2008) Irish pub: L D.

Table Talk
After having its building at the corner of 

Bullard and Broadway in downtown Silver 
City on the market for a long time, Isaac’s 

closed just before Christmas. Also closing in 
downtown—for now—is Café Un Mundo, which 
is said to be “shutting down for a year.”

On a happier note, Curious Kumquat is cel-
ebrating a stellar mention in Saveur magazine’s 
“Saveur 100” issue. The “Travel Edition” of the 
annual list ranged far and wide and even found its 
way to Silver City, where the magazine noted, “The 
award for most far-flung modernist cuisine may go 
to Rob Connoley of the Curious Kumquat… . the 
’Quat, as locals call it, incorporates hydrocolloids 
and other standbys of molecular gastronomy into 
globally influenced dishes—Thai red curry duck, 
Korean-spiced elk shank—but Connoley’s food is 
just as inspired by his own town.”

In Las Cruces, the funky downtown eatery SB’s 
Late-Night Lunchbox, which we featured in 
our July 2011 Tumbleweeds column (“Brave 

New Food”), has closed. 
Also downtown, the former location of La 

Iguana, 139 N. Main St., is now the Main Street 
Bistro and Ale House. Owner Gary Ebert, of 
Zeffiro Pizzeria Napoletana and the Popular Arti-
san Bakery, will be serving up 50 different beers, 
burgers, sandwiches and bistro fare. Hours are 
daily 11 a.m.-2 p.m. for lunch and for dinner, Mon-
day-Thursday 5-9 p.m. and Friday-Saturday 5-10 
p.m. 524-5977.

A new outpost of the Jason’s Deli chain is 
now open at 3845 E. Lohman Ave., 521-0700. k

Send restaurant news to updates@red-or-
green.com.

4000. Coffeeshop: Mon.-Sat.
Hurley

GAtewAy Grill, 2705 Hwy. 180E, 
537-5001. “From Friday Steak Night 
to everyday American and Mexican 
food, worth hitting Hwy. 180 for.” 
(December 2011) American and 
Mexican: Sun.-Thur. B L, Fri.-Sat. B 
L D.*

lAKe roBertS
little toAd CreeK inn & tAvern, 

1122 Hwy. 35, 536-9649. “‘Rustic 
gourmet’… designed to appeal to the 
eyes as well as the taste buds. And 
this is true of the items on the brunch 
menu, as well as those on the very 
different dinner menu.” (June 2012). 
Steaks, sandwiches, American: Thurs.-
Fri. D, Sat.-Sun. brunch and D. Tavern 
with soups, sandwiches, Scotch eggs: 
Daily L D. 

SPirit CAnyon lodGe & CAfé, 
684 Hwy. 35, 536-9459. “For the 
German sampler, café customers 
can choose two meat options from a 
revolving selection that may include on 
any given day three or four of the fol-
lowing: bratwurst, roast pork, schnitzel 
(a thin breaded and fried pork chop), 
sauerbraten (marinated roast of beef), 
stuffed cabbage leaves, or roladen 
(rolled beef with a sausage and 
onion filling).” (July 2011) German 
specialties, American lunch and dinner 
entrées: Saturday midday D.

mimBreS
mimBreS vAlley CAfé, 2964 Hwy. 

35, 536-2857. “You won’t go home 
hungry from the Mimbres Valley 
Café, an oasis of down-home good 
food in a friendly atmosphere. The 
menu is simple and hearty, a blend 
of American and Mexican.” (Jan. 
2009) Mexican, American, burgers: 
Mon.-Tues. B L, Wed.-Sun. B L D, with 
Japanese tempura Wed. D.

PinoS AltoS
BuCKHorn SAloon And oPerA 

HouSe, Main Street, 538-9911. “‘The 
Buck,’ as most locals affectionately 
call it, has a history of satisfying at 
the dinner plate with its long-favored 
menu including generous slabs of 
meat, hearty green chile stew with 
kick and ‘honest pours’ at the full bar.” 
(December 2010) Steakhouse, pasta, 
burgers: Mon.-Sat. D.

doñA AnA County
lAS CruCeS & meSillA

ABrAHAm’S BAnK tower reStAu-
rAnt, 500 S. Main St. #434, 523-
5911. American: Mon.-Fri. B L.

Andele’S doG HouSe, 2184 Ave-
nida de Mesilla, 526-1271. Mexican 
plus hot dogs, burgers, quesadillas: 
B L D.

Andele reStAurAnte, 1950 Calle 
del Norte, 526-9631. Mexican: Mon. 
B L, Tues.-Sun. B L D.

Antonio’S reStAurAnt & Piz-
zeriA, 5195 Bataan Memorial West, 
373-0222. Pizza, Italian, Mexican: 
Tues.-Sun. L D.

AQuA reef, 900-B S. Telshor, 
522-7333. “Las Cruces’ smashing, 
elegant sushi restaurant is more than 
dinner—it’s a dining adventure…. 
Though Aqua Reef bills itself as serv-
ing ‘Euro-Asian cuisine,’ the menu 
feels (delightfully!) hard-core Asian, 
excelling in the fresh and raw.” (April 
2008) Asian, sushi: D.

BAAn tHAi KitCHen, 1605 S. 
Solano Dr., 521-2630. Thai: Tues.-Sat. 
L D, Sun. L.

tHe BAGel SHoP, 1495 S. Solano 
Dr., 521-4784.  Bagels: Mon.-Sat. B L.

tHe BeAn, 2011 Avenida de Me-
silla, 523-0560. Coffeehouse.

A Bite of BelGium, 741 N. 
Alameda St., 527-2483. Belgian food: 
Mon.-Fri. B L. 

Blue AGAve CAfé, 1765 S. Main 
St. (inside Best Western Mission Inn), 
524-8591. Southwestern: B.

Blue moon, 13060 N. Valley Dr., 
647-9524. Bar, burgers: Sat.-Sun. L D.

BoBA CAfé, 1900 S. Espina, 
Ste. 8, 647-5900. “The signature 
Bubble Tea is just the beginning of 
an inventive eating experience. The 
menu—with a long list of soups, 
salads, sandwiches, appetizers, wraps 
and ‘other stuff’—is the same for lunch 
and dinner, although Tuesday through 
Thursday nights Boba lays on special 
Caribbean fare and Friday nights 
are Asian-themed, with sushi.” (June 
2009) Sandwiches, salads, casual 
fare, espresso: Mon.-Sat. L D.*

BrAvo’S CAfé, 3205 S. Main St., 
526-8604. Mexican: Tues.-Sun. B L.

BreAK An eGG, 201 S. Solano 
Dr., 647-3000. “Dedicated to owner 
Janice Williams’ love of movies and 
theater, movie posters and stills dot the 
walls. The menu uses groan-inducing 
but fun movie-related puns, such as 

“The Ommies,” for the nice selection 
of omelets. Lunch offers a full range 
of sandwiches, salads, burgers and a 
few wraps. Portions are done right—
just enough to fill the gap without 
emptying your wallet.” (Sept. 2008) 
Breakfasts, burgers, salads, sand-
wiches: B L.

BurGer nooK, 1204 E. Madrid 
Ave., 523-9806. Burgers: Tues.-Sat. 
L D.

BurritoS viCtoriA, 1295 El Paseo 
Road, 541-5534. Burritos: B L D.

CAfé AGoGo, 1120 Commerce 
Dr., Suite A, 636-4580. Asian, 
American, sandwich, salad, rice bowl: 
Mon.-Sat. L D.

CAfé de meSillA en lA PlAzA, 
2051 Calle de Santiago, 652-3019. 
Coffeehouse, deli, pastries, soups, 
sandwiches: B L early D.

CArillo’S CAfé, 330 S. Church, 
523-9913. Mexican, American: Mon.-
Sat. L D.

CAttlemen’S SteAKHouSe, 2375 
Bataan Memorial Hwy., 382-9051. 
Steakhouse: D.

CHA CHi’S reStAurAnt, 2460 S. 
Locust St #A, 522-7322. Mexican: B 
L D.

CHiCAGo SoutHweSt, 3691 E. 
Lohman, 521-8888. Gourmet hot 
dogs and smoothies: Mon.-Sat. L D.

CHilitoS, 2405 S. Valley Dr., 526-
4184. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D.

CHilitoS, 3850 Foothills Rd. Ste. 
10, 532-0141. Mexican: B L D.

CHinA exPreSS, 2443 N. Main St., 
525-9411. Chinese, Vietnamese: L D.

CHineSe KitCHen, 2801 Missouri 
#29, 521-3802. Chinese: L D.

CiroS mexiCAn reStAurAnt, 160 
W. Picacho Ave., 541-0341. Mexi-
can: B L D.

dAy’S HAmBurGerS, Water & Las 
Cruces St., 523-8665. Burgers: Mon.-
Sat. L D.

de lA veGA’S PeCAn Grill & 
Brewery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd., 521-
1099. “The restaurant uses local pro-
duce whenever possible, including the 
pecan wood pellets used in the smok-
ing and grilling. A lot of the foods 
and drinks are infused with pecans, 
and also with green chiles from Hatch, 
processed on site. They even serve 
green chile vodka and green chile 
beer.” (February 2010) Pecan-smoked 
meats, sandwiches, steaks, seafood, 
craft beers: L D.

deliCiA’S del mAr, 1401 El 
Paseo, 524-2396. Mexican, seafood: 
B L D.

dG’S univerSity deli, 1305 E. 
University Ave., 522-8409. Deli: B L 
D.*

diCK’S CAfé, 2305 S. Valley Dr., 
524-1360. Mexican, burgers: Sun. B 
L, Mon.-Sat. B L D.

dion’S PizzA, 3950 E. Lohman, 
521-3434. Pizza: L D.

douBle eAGle, 2355 Calle De 
Guadalupe, 523-6700. “All the 
steaks are aged on the premises in the 
restaurant’s own dedicated beef aging 
room… An array of award-winning 
margaritas and deliciously decadent 
desserts.” (March 2012) Southwestern, 
steaks, seafood: L D, Sun. champagne 
brunch buffet. *

duBlin Street PuB, 1745 E. 
University Ave., 522-0932. Irish, 
American: L D.

el PAtron CAfé, 1103 S. Solano 
Dr. Mexican: Tues.-Thur., Sun. B L, Fri.-
Sat. B L early D.

el SomBrero PAtio CAfé, 363 S. 
Espina St., 524-9911. Mexican: L D.

el tiBuron, 504 E. Amador, 647-
4233. Mexican, seafood, steak: L D.

emiliA’S, 2290 Calle de Parian, 
652-3007. Burgers, Mexican, soup, 
sandwiches, pastry, juices, smoothies: 
L D.

emPire Buffet, 510 S. Telshor 
Blvd., 522-2333. Asian: L D.

enriQue’S, 830 W. Picacho, 647-
0240. Mexican: B L D.

fArley’S, 3499 Foothills Rd., 
522-0466. Pizza, burgers, American, 
Mexican: L D.

fidenCio’S, 800 S. Telshor, 532-
5624. Mexican: B L D.

forK in tHe roAd, 202 N. Motel 
Blvd., 527-7400. Buffet: B L D 24 hrs.

fox’S PizzA den, 1340 E. 
Lohman Ave., 521-3697. Pizza: L D.

GAme BAr & Grill, 2605 S. 
Espina, 524-GAME. Sports bar and 
grill: L D.

GArduño’S, 705 S. Telshor (Hotel 
Encanto), 522-4300. Mexican: B L D.*

Go BurGer drive-in, 1008 E. 
Lohman, 524-9251. Burgers, Mexi-
can: Mon.-Fri. B L.

Golden StAr CHineSe fASt food, 
1420 El Paseo, 523-2828. Chinese: 
L D.

Good luCK CAfé, 1507 S. Solano, 
521-3867. Mexican, seafood: B L 
early D.

GrAndy’S Country CooKinG, 
1345 El Paseo Rd., 526-4803. Ameri-

DINING GUIDE continued
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All classes are held on Mondays @ 5:30 pm at CATS Studio, 213 N. Bullard, Silver City

©
D
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Watch:
Cable Channels

17, 18 & 19
Listen:  

KOOT 88.1 FM

Become a CATS/KOOT FM Member
Yearly Membership Rates: Television is $50, Radio is $75, Both $110

 For more information: 575-534-0130 

 

 

 

 
 

 

All Classes are free to CATS/KOOT 88.1 members.
$10 fee per class for non-members.

January 2013 Classes
Jan. 14: Audacity Radio Editing Program with Tater Todd Dennehy of New 
Potato X Radio Show. Great for beginners and those needing a refresher 
course!
Jan. 21: Radio 101 with Tater Todd Dennehy. Learn how to make an 
entertaining radio show while learning the rules and regs! Perfect for 
wanna be DJs and radio hosts!
Jan. 28: Movie Maker Video Editing with a CATS staff person. Great for 
beginners and those that need a refresher course!

February 2013 Classes
Feb. 11: Premiere Pro Video Editing with a CATS staff person. For 
advanced editors!
Feb. 18: Audacity Radio Editing Program with Tater Todd Dennehy of New 
Potato X Radio Show. Easy, beginner editing class!
Feb. 25: Movie Maker Video Editing with a CATS staff person. Great for 
beginners and those that need a refresher course!

Heartstone Angus, LLC, has provided beef for its family 
and friends for years.  We are now making available to 

the public the opportunity to purchase half and quarter 
beefs from us.  If you are looking for a way to purchase 

Angus grass-fed beef that has had no hormones, steroids, 
and no unnecessary use of antibiotics, please call us.

(575) 313-4028 • cbarranch575@gmail.com

100% Angus Beef
Grass-fed, hormone- and steroid-free

Directly behind Wendy’s  • 1103 Superior Street
US Hwy 180 East • Silver City, NM 88061

575-538-2525
1-800-HOLIDAY • www.hiexpress.com

THE place to stay in Silver City
The Holiday Inn Express in beautiful Silver City, New Mexico is 
your ticket to a Southwest adventure.  Let our friendly staff aid 
you in exploring the wonders of the Silver City area from a 
convenient homebase that features a 
fully equipped cardio workout room, 
spa facilities, complimentary Express 
Start breakfast and free high 
speed Internet access in 
every room.

 Thu., Jan. 3 The Deming Fusiliers
 Sat., Jan. 5 David Vidal (Los Angeles)
 Thu., Jan. 10 La Prole (El Paso)
 Sat., Jan. 12 Miss Izzy Cox (Austin)
 Thu., Jan. 17 Sofia Talvik (Sweden)
 Sat Jan 19 Paul Tyler (Chicago)
Thu., Jan. 24  The D.A.M.N. Union
 Sat., Jan. 26 Stefan George (Tucson)
 Thu., Jan. 31  Lillis Urban

vAlley Grill, 1970 N. Valley, 
525-9000. American: B L D, Friday 
fish fry.

vintAGe wineS, 2461 Calle de 
Principal, 523-WINE. “The atmosphere 
is casual and relaxed, the handful 
of tables situated snugly as in a real 
French bistro to encourage conversa-
tion. Kick off the evening with wine 
and tapas inside, or wrap up the night 
out on the charming, cozy patio with 
a dessert wine or port.” (June 2008) 
Wine and cigar bar, tapas: L D.

woK-n-world, 5192 E. Boutz, 
526-0010. Chinese: Mon.-Sat. L D.

zeffiro PizzeriA nAPoletAnA, 
136 N. Water St., 525-6757. “Owner 
Gary Ebert and his very attentive and 
efficient staff serve up gourmet-style 
pizza on hand-tossed crusts.” (August 
2009) Pizza, pasta, also sandwiches 
at adjoining Popular Artisan Bakery: 
Mon.-Sat. L D.

zeffiro new yorK PizzeriA, 101 
E. University Ave., 525-6770. Pizza: 
L D.

AntHony
erneSto’S mexiCAn food, 200 

Anthony Dr., 882-3641. Mexican: B L.
lA CoCinitA, 908 W. Main Dr., 

589-1468. Mexican: L.
CHAPPArAl

el BAyo SteAK HouSe, 417 
Chaparral Dr., 824-4749. Steakhouse: 
Tues.-Sun. B L D.

tortilleriA SuSy, 661 Paloma 
Blanca Dr., 824-9377. Mexican: 
Mon.-Sat. B L D, Sun. B L.

doñA AnA
BiG miKe’S CAfé, Thorpe Road. 

Mexican, breakfasts, burgers: B L D.
orGAn

tHAi deliGHt, 16151 Hwy. 70E, 
373-3000. Thai, steaks, sandwiches: 
L D.

rAdium SPrinGS
Country CuPBoArd, 827 Fort 

Selden Rd., 527-4732. American: B 
L D.

SAntA tereSA
Billy CrewS, 1200 Country Club 

Road, 589-2071. Steak, seafood: L D.

lunA County
deminG

AdoBe deli, 3970 Lewis Flats Road 
SE, 546-0361. “The lunch menu fea-
tures traditional deli-style sandwiches... 
The dinner menu is much grander, 
though some sandwiches are avail-
able then, too. Dinner options include 
filet mignon, flat iron steak, T-bone, 
ribeye, New York strip, Porterhouse, 
barbequed pork ribs, Duck L’Orange, 
Alaska King Crab legs, broiled salmon 
steak, shrimp scampi, pork chops, osso 
buco, beef kabobs.” (March 2010) 
Bar, deli, steaks: L D.*

BAlBoA motel & reStAurAnt, 
708 W. Pine St., 546-6473. Mexican, 
American: Sun.-Fri. L D.

BelSHore reStAurAnt, 1030 E. 
Pine St., 546-6289. Mexican, Ameri-
can: Tues.-Sun. B L.

BenJi’S reStAurAnt, 821 W. Pine, 
546-5309. Mexican, American: Mon., 
Tues. Thurs, Fri. B L D, Weds. B L.

CAmPoS reStAurAnt, 105 S. Silver, 
546-0095. “Owner Albert Campos 
prides himself on the authentic Mexi-
can and southwestern food he cooks 
up, inspired by his home in the Mexi-
can state of Zacatecas—such as the 
fantastic BBQ Beef Brisket Sandwich, 
a family recipe. But the restaurant has 
much more than Mexican fare.” (June 
2007) Mexican, American, Southwest-
ern: L D.*

CAno’S reStAurAnt, 1200 W. Pine 
St., 546-3181. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.

CHinA reStAurAnt, 110 E. Pine St., 
546-4146. Chinese: L D.

el CAmino reAl, 900 W. Pine St., 
546-7421. Mexican, American: B L D.

eliSA’S HouSe of PieS And 
reStAurAnt, 208 1/2 S. Silver Alley, 
494-4639. “The southern-style fare is 
a savory prelude to 35 flavors of pie.” 
(April 2012) American, barbecue, 
sandwiches, pies: Mon.-Sat. L D. *

el mirAdor, 510 E. Pine St., 544-
7340. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D.

Golden Sun StAr, 500 E. Cedar 
St., 544-0689. Chinese: L D.

GrAnd motor inn & lounGe, 
1721 E. Pine, 546-2632. Mexican, 
steak, seafood: B L D.

irmA’S, 123 S. Silver Ave., 544-
4580. Mexican, American, seafood: 
B L D.

lA fondA, 601 E. Pine St., 546-
0465. “Roomy, bright and airy, La 
Fonda is no mere taco joint. The ex-
tensive menu features all the Mexican 
favorites at bargain prices, plus a wide 
range of Anglo fare and a breakfast 
that’s worth the drive to Deming. 
Famous for its fajitas: Choose chicken, 
beef or both, fajitas for two, or try 
the unusual stuffed fajita potato or 
seemingly contradictory fajita burrito.” 
(September 2009) Mexican: B L D.*

lAS CAzuelAS, 108 N. Platinum 
Ave. (inside El Rey meat market), 544-
8432. “This gem of a restaurant turns 
out perfectly cooked steaks and sea-
food, as well as a full line of Mexican 
fare.” (June 2011) Steaks, seafood, 
Mexican: Tues.-Sat. L D.*

mAnGo mAddie’S, 722 E. Florida 
St., 546-3345. Salads, sandwiches, 
juice bar, coffee drinks.

mAnolo’S CAfé, 120 N. Granite 
St., 546-0405. “The menu offers 
breakfast, lunch and dinner choices, 
and it’s difficult to convey the immense 
range of food options available. In 
every section of the menu, there’s 
a mixture of American-style ‘com-
fort’ food items and Southwest-style 
Mexican dishes which no doubt qualify 
as Hispanic ‘comfort’ food. There’s 
nothing particularly fancy about the 
food, but it’s fresh and tasty. And the 
prices are reasonable.” (February 
2012) Mexican, American: Mon.-Sat. 
B L D, Sun. B L.

mimBreS vAlley BrewinG Co., 
200 S. Gold, 544-BREW. Craft beer, 
burgers, wings, paninis: Tues.-Fri. D, 
Sat.-Sun. L D.

PAlmA’S itAliAn Grill, 110 S. Sil-
ver, 544-3100. “Even if you think you 
don’t like Italian food, you might want 
to try this family-run enterprise, with 
Harold and Palma Richmond at the 
helm. In addition to the name, Palma 
brings to the restaurant her Sicilian 
heritage and recipes that came to the 
United States with her grandmother. 
Harold brings training in classic Con-
tinental cuisine, along with his family’s 
New England food traditions.” (Sept. 
2010) Italian: L D. Sat. prime rib, Sun. 
buffet.*

PAtio CAfé, 1521 Columbus Road, 
546-5990. “The famed burgers are 
ground fresh daily from 85% lean 
beef—a half-pound apiece before 
cooking—and formed for each order. 
You can adorn your burger in any 
of a dozen different combinations of 
cheese, bacon, chiles, pico de gallo, 
sautéed onions, barbecue sauce, fresh 
mushrooms, even ham.” (February 
2006) Burgers, American: Mon.-Sat. 
L D.*

Prime riB Grill (inSide HolidAy 
inn), I-10 exit 85, 546-2661. Steak, 
seafood, Mexican: B D.

rAnCHer’S Grill, 316 E. Cedar 
St., 546-8883. Steakhouse, burgers: 
L D.*

Si Señor, 200 E. Pine St., 546-
3938. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D, Sun. 
B L.

SunriSe KitCHen, 1409 S. 
Columbus Road, 544-7795. “Good-
quality comfort food. There’s nothing 
on the menu that is really exotic. But 
all the familiar dishes, both American 
and Mexican, are done well, and it’s 
that care in preparation that lifts the 
food above the ordinary. This is not 
a freezer-to-fryer type of restaurant.” 
(September 2012) American, Mexican, 
breakfasts: Mon.-Thur. B L, Fri. B L D.

tACoS mirASol, 323 E. Pine St., 
544-0646. Mexican: Mon., Wed.-Sat. 
B L D, Tues. B L.

AKelA
APACHe HomelAndS reStAurAnt, 

I-10. Burgers, ribs, “casino-style” food: 
B L D.*

ColumBuS
PAtio CAfé, 23 Broadway, 531-

2495. Burgers, American: B L.*

HidAlGo County
lordSBurG

el CHArro reStAurAnt, 209 S. P 
Blvd., 542-3400. Mexican: B L D.

fidenCio’S, 604 E. Motel Dr., 542-
8989. Mexican: B L early D.

KrAnBerry’S fAmily reStAurAnt, 
1405 Main St., 542-9400. Mexican, 
American: B L D.

mAmA roSA’S PizzA, 1312 Main 
St., 542-8400. Pizza, subs, calzones, 
salads, chicken wings, cheeseburgers, 
shrimp baskets: L D.

rAmonA’S CAfé, 904 E. Motel 
Dr., 542-3030. “Lordsburg’s quit 
Mexican food treasure offers some 
unusual takes on traditional recipes.” 
(December 2012) Mexican, American: 
Tues.-Fri. B L D, Sun. B mid-day D.

AnimAS
PAntHer trACKS CAfé, Hwy. 338, 

548-2444. Burgers, Mexican, Ameri-
can: Mon.-Fri. B L D

rodeo
rodeo Store And CAfé. 195 

Hwy. 80, 557-2295. Coffeeshop 
food: Mon.-Sat. B L.

rodeo tAvern, 557-2229. Shrimp, 
fried chicken, steaks, burgers, seafood: 
Weds.-Sat. D.

CAtron County
reServe

AdoBe CAfé, Hwy. 12 & Hwy. 
180, 533-6146. Deli, American, Mon. 
pizza, Sunday BBQ ribs: Sun.-Mon. B 
L D, Wed.-Fri. B L.

BlACK Gold, 98 Main St., 533-
6538. Coffeehouse, pastries.

CArmen’S, 101 Main St., 533-
6990. Mexican, American: B L D.

ellA’S CAfé, 533-6111. American: 
B L D.

unCle Bill’S BAr, 230 N. Main 
St., 533-6369. Pizza: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Glenwood
AlmA Grill, Hwy. 180, 539-2233. 

Breakfast, sandwiches, burgers, Mexi-
can: Sun.-Weds., Fri.-Sat. B L.

Blue front BAr And CAfé, Hwy. 
180, 539-2561. “Plentiful appetizer 
platters, perfectly done and tender 
ribeye, weekend special barbecue 
dishes smoky sweet and ample.” (Nov. 
2007) Mexican, American, weekend 
barbecue, Friday catfish fry: L D.

Golden GirlS CAfé, Hwy. 180, 
539-2457. “Dig into an honest taste 
of the local scene and a down-home 
breakfast you’ll surely wish your mama 
had made. The specials listed up on 
the whiteboard all come with biscuits 
and gravy, and the ample menu has all 
the usual suspects—omelets, pancakes, 
French toast and, of course, break-
fast burritos—clueing you into the 
rib-sticking satisfaction ahead.” (Nov. 
2007) Breakfast: B.

mArio’S PizzA, Hwy. 180, 539-
2316. “This unpretentious eatery 
serves up better pizza than you’ll find 
in many a big city. But a recent visit 
to the tiny, scenic mountain town will 
forever be remembered as the time I 
had, absolutely, the best calzone of my 
life.” (Nov. 2008) Italian: Mon.-Tues., 
Fri.-Sat. D.

otHer CAtron County
Snuffy’S SteAKHouSe And 

SAloon, Quemado Lake, 773-4672. 
Steakhouse: D (Dec.-April: closed 
Mon.-Tues.)

SierrA County
HillSBoro

BArBer SHoP CAfé, Main St., 
895-5283. American, Mediterranean, 
sandwiches: Thurs.-Sat. L.

HillSBoro GenerAl Store & CAfé, 
100 Main St., 895-5306. American 
and Southwestern: Sun.-Wed., Fri.-Sat. 
B L.

note—Restaurant hours and 
meals served vary by day of the week 
and change frequently; call ahead 
to make sure. Key to abbreviations: 
B=Breakfast; L=Lunch; D=Dinner.*=Find 
copies of Desert Exposure here. Send 
updates, additions and corrections to: 
updates@red-or-green.com. k
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40 Days & 40 Nights

What’s Going on in January
Plus a look ahead into early February.

January
t u e S d A y

n e w  y e A r ’ S  d A y

 1Las Cruces / Mesilla 
ArBitrAGe—Through Jan. 3. A 

troubled hedge-fund magnate desper-
ate to complete the sale of his trading 
empire makes an error that forces him 
to turn to an unlikely person for help. 
Stars Richard Gere, Susan Sarandon 
and Brit Marling. Nightly 7:30 p.m., 
Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 seniors 
and students, $5 MVFS members, 
children and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 524-8287, 
mesillavalleyfilm.org.

ArGentine tAnGo—Tuesdays. 
6-9:30 p.m. $5, NMSU students free 
with ID. 525 E Lohman, 620-0377.

w e d n e S d A y

 2Silver City/Grant County 
eStHer JAmiSon—Buckhorn 

Saloon, Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buck-
hornsaloonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Self mAStery BooK CluB—

Wednesdays. With Siddeeq Shabazz. 
7:45-8:45 p.m. Free. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

tArot SeSSionS—Wednesdays 
with Faye Dancing Cloud. 3-5 p.m. 
Mountain View Market, 1300 El 
Paseo, 523-0436.

t H u r S d A y

 3Silver City/Grant County 
leGACy mininG in GrAnt 

County—Lecture and slide show. 
Brown bag. Claire Catlett presents the 
history of Boston Hill and the Silver 
City Reduction works as a part of the 
fabric of mining culture that defines 
Silver City. 12 p.m. Free. Museum 
Annex, 302 W. Broadway, 538-5921, 
silvercitymuseum.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
AnAHAtA mASSAGe And Body-

worK—12-5:30 p.m. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—CDs. DJ 
Mike D’Arcy. 7-10 p.m. $7. Court 
Youth Center, 402 W. Court St., 526-
6504.

deminG fuSilierS—High Desert 
Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

nmSu AGGieS BASKetBAll vS. 
utSA—7 p.m. Pan Am Center, 646-
1420, panam.nmsu.edu, nmstates-
ports.com.

PSyCHiC reAdinGS—12-3 p.m. 
Mountain View Market, 1300 El 

Paseo, 523-0436.
trAP, neuter And & return: fe-

rAl CAt CAre—With Joe Miele. 6-7:30 
p.m. Free. Mountain View Market, 
1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

f r i d A y

 4Silver City/Grant County 
CeleBrAte Silver—Exhibit through 

Jan. 31. Featuring the photography 
of Sandy Feutz and Tom Vaughan. 
Opening reception, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Mimbres Region Art Council Gallery, 
Wells Fargo Bank Building.

firSt fridAyS downtown—Mid-
Winter Frolic. Community Contra 
Dance with Family Fiddlers, The Fiddle 
Club, The Irish Seisiun Group of Co. 
Grant. Free. 6-9 p.m. 534-1700.

trevor reiCHmAn—Buckhorn 
Saloon, Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buck-
hornsaloonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
AnnA KAreninA—Through Jan. 

9. The surging romantic tragedy of a 
woman who dies for love. Anna (Keira 
Knightley) leaves her dull husband, 
Karenin (Jude Law), and their beloved 
son to experience unbridled passion 
with Count Vronsky. Nightly 7:30 p.m., 
Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 seniors 
and students, $5 MVFS members, 
children and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 524-8287, 
mesillavalleyfilm.org.

S A t u r d A y

 5Silver City/Grant County 
Bonnie mAldonAdo And eliSe 

StewArt—Poetry reading. 3 p.m. 
Bayard Public Library, 1112 Central 
Ave., 537-6244, bayardpubliclibrary.
org.

CreAte A HAndmAde BASKet—
Basket-making craft class for children, 
eight years and older. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
$5, preregistration required. Silver 
City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 538-
5921, silvercitymuseum.org.

dAnCeS of univerSAl PeACe—
Joyous circle dances celebrating the 
sacred uniting all beings. Live music. 
No experience or partners needed. 
Pot-luck following. 3 p.m. 1st Church 
of Harmony, 7th and Arizona St., 
534-1441.

forKS over KniveS film—Pre-
sented by the Silver City Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. The film examines 
the claim that most, if not all, degen-
erative diseases can be controlled, or 
even reversed, by rejecting animal-
based and processed foods. Free. 6:30 

p.m. Silco Theatre. 545-8832 
trevor reiCHmAn—Buckhorn 

Saloon, Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buck-
hornsaloonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
ACuPunCture—With Ryan Bemis, 

Director of Crossroads Community Acu-
puncture. 3-4:30 p.m. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

dAvid vidAl—High Desert Brew-
ing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

lASAGnA GArdeninG—Easy, no-till 
way to create garden beds full of 
nutrient-rich, fluffy, crumbly soil that 
plans will thrive in. 2-4 p.m. $20, $15 
MVM members. Mountain View Mar-
ket, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

nmSu AGGieS BASKetBAll vS. 
texAS StAte—7 p.m. Pan Am Center, 
646-1420, panam.nmsu.edu, nmstate-
sports.com.

PAnCHo villA’S rAid—Join John 
Read, Park Ranger at Pancho Villa 
State Park, and learn about the history 
of the Mexican Revolution and some of 
the possible motivations behind Pancho 
Villa’s raid on Columbus in 1916. 10 
a.m. Mesilla Valley Bosque State Park, 
5000 Calle del Norte, 523-4398.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—
Douglas Jackson. 10:30 a.m. Coas 
Books Downtown, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—
Nancy Banks. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books 
Solano, 1101 S. Solano.

Deming
JoHnny BenComo—An authentic 

cowboy playing authentic western tunes. 
2 p.m. $10, DPAT members $8. Morgan 
Hall, 109 E. Pine St. 545-8872.

S u n d A y

 6Silver City/Grant County 
BilinGuAl StorytellinG—Bring 

the family and enjoy the bilingual story 
of Benito’s Bizcochitos. The storyteller is 
Maria Vigil, a retired educator. 2 p.m. 
Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broad-
way, 538-5921, silvercitymuseum.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
tHe telePHone—Also Jan. 7. A one-

act comedy performed by a pair of sing-
ers with piano accompaniment, the story 
revolves around the problems technology 
causes in relationships. In the opera 
buffa style, this show is set in a contem-
porary setting and sung in English. 8 
p.m. $10, $9 students and seniors. Black 
Box Theatre, 430 N. Downtown Mall, 
523-1223, no-strings.org.

Deming
dPAt JAm SeSSionS—Sundays. 

Come out and dance, socialize and 

buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.com or 575-538-9911

JANUARY
2013

 Wednesdays 
Saloon Spaghetti 

Mondays 
Open Mic Night @ 7pm 

  Wed 2 Esther Jamison Finger Style Guitarist
 Fri/Sat 4 & 5 Trevor Reichman Singer Songwriter —Big Bend 
 Wed 9 Emily Elbert Jazz & Blues - Texas
 Fri 11 David Vidal  Americana Blues, Slide - Texas  
 Sat 12 Bob Einweck Folk Rock, Singer Songwriter
 Wed 16 Melanie & Jeff  Acoustic Duo 
 Fri 18 HalleyAnna & the Tennessee Volunteers 
  Americana, Singer Songwriter - Texas 
 Sat 19 The Oversouls Local Rock & Soul 
 Wed 23 Barb & Joe Jazz Standards
 Fri/Sat 25 & 26 Steve Reynolds Finger Style Guitarist - Flagstaff 
 Wed 30 The Oversouls Local Rock & Soul 

The Buckhorn wishes everyone a 
Happy & Healthy New Year!

HOT SPRINGS SOAKING 
• TENT SITES

• RV SITES • CABINS • 
• WALKING TOURS

Faywood Hot Springs
165 Highway 61

Faywood, NM 88034
for more information call

575-536-9663

Diabetes… high blood 
pressure… heart disease… 

cancer… stroke!
Chances are someone you know is su�ering 

from one or more of these or other debilitating 
diseases despite the most advanced medical 

technology in the world. Is there a single 
solution that can not only control, but possible 

reverse these leading causes of death? 
YES there is. You won’t want to miss this 

feature �lm length documentary.

THIS FILM MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE! 
Saturday, January 5 at 6:30 p.m.

Showing at the historic Silco Theater 
311 N. Hudson, downtown Silver City

FREE ADMISSION.

Sponsored by your local 
Seventh Day Adventist Church.
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BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—CDs. DJ 
Mike D’Arcy. 7-10 p.m. $7. Court 
Youth Center, 402 W. Court St., 526-
6504.

from fire And eArtH—Pueblo 
Pottery Traditions of the Southwest. 
Archaeologist Jeffrey Romney. 1 p.m. 
Branigan Cultural Center, 501 N. 
Main St., 541-2154, las-cruces.org/
museums.

nmSu AGGieS BASKetBAll vS. 
utAH StAte—7 p.m. Pan Am Center, 
646-1420, panam.nmsu.edu, nmstate-
sports.com.

PSyCHiC reAdinGS—Dawn Cheney. 
12-3 p.m. Mountain View Market, 
1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

SofiA tAlviK—High Desert Brew-
ing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

f r i d A y

18Silver City/Grant County 
HAlley AnnA & tHe tenneSSee 

volunteerS—Buckhorn Saloon, Pinos 
Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsaloonan-
doperahouse.com.

mAdonnA Kettler—Reads and 
signs her book, Birth, Death and the 
Afterlife: Remembering Who You 
Really Are. See story in Body, Mind & 
Spirit section. 4-7 p.m. Woman’s Club, 
411 Silver Heights Blvd., 534-0505.

oPen HouSe—Gila/Mimbres 
Community Radio. Refreshments, 
music, latest developments. 519 B N. 
Bullard, 597-4891, gmcr.org.

red PAint Pow wow—Through 
Jan. 20. Educational Day. Indian Mar-
ket open 9 a.m. Performances begin 
at 10 a.m. $5, students and teachers 
free. WNMU Intramural Gymnasium, 
534-1379, redpaintpowwow.net.

wnmu women’S BASKetBAll vS. 
BlACK HillS StAte univerSity—5:30 
p.m. wnmumustangs.com.

wnmu men’S BASKetBAll vS. 
BlACK HillS StAte univerSity—7:30 
p.m. wnmumustangs.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
A royAl AffAir—Through Jan. 

24. A gripping chapter of European 
history is recounted in this film, which 
examines the clash between liberal 
idealism and reactionary self-interest 
in a tale of romance, tragedy and 
court intrigue. Mads Mikkelsen and 
Alicia Vikander play the romantically 
entwined royal physician and the 
queen of Denmark, who orchestrate 
radical social reforms. Nightly 7:30 
p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 se-
niors and students, $5 MVFS members, 
children and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 524-8287, 
mesillavalleyfilm.org.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—Through Feb. 3. 
A musical telling the story of two fathers 
who decide that they want their children 
to fall in love with each other. Matt is a 
romantic, Luisa a fantasist. In an attempt 
to unite their children, the fathers feign 
a feud, hoping that once the children 
are in love, their dissension and disap-
proval of the relationship will spark an 
even greater love between them. 8 p.m. 
$10, $9 students and seniors. Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
1223, no-strings.org.

Deming
ten-minute PlAy feStivAl—Also 

Jan. 19. 7 p.m. $5. Deming Depot 
Theater, 694-1666, nacioherbbrown-
theater.org.

S A t u r d A y

19Silver City/Grant County 
mArtHA K. everett—Qigong 

facilitator, three-hour breath workshop. 
Advanced registration required. See 
story in Body, Mind & Spirit section. 
1-4 p.m. $35. 388-2098 or 574-
7268, martha@abundancethera-
peutics.com. Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship Hall, 3845 N. Swan St.

red PAint Pow wow—Through 
Jan. 20. Indian Market open 9 a.m. 
Gourd Dancing 11 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m. Contest Powwow/Grand Entry 
1 and 7:30 p.m. $10; WNMU stu-
dents, seniors, under 12 $5. WNMU 
Intramural Gymnasium, 534-1379, 
redpaintpowwow.net.

rollinG StoneS Gem And min-
erAl SoCiety field triP—Contact for 
details. rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com.

tHe overSoulS—Buckhorn Saloon, 
Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsa-
loonandoperahouse.com.

wnmu women’S BASKetBAll vS. 
CHAdron StAte ColleGe—5:30 p.m. 
wnmumustangs.com.

wnmu BASKetBAll vS. CHAdron 
StAte ColleGe—7:30 p.m. wnmumus-
tangs.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
mArtinA mArtinez—Noted Native 

American pottery maker demonstrates 
the traditional San Ildefonso ways of 
pottery making. 1-2 p.m. Branigan 
Cultural Center, 501 N. Main St., 541-
2154, las-cruces.org/museums.

dAvid SorenSen—Discusses his 
collection. 1 p.m. Museum of Art, 491 
N. Main St., 541-2137, las-cruces.
org/museums.

deSert BABy-weArerS—10 a.m.-
12 p.m. Mountain View Market, 1300 
El Paseo, 523-0436.

nmSu AGGieS BASKetBAll vS. 
SAn JoSe StAte—7 p.m. Pan Am 
Center, 646-1420, panam.nmsu.edu, 
nmstatesports.com.

PAul tyler—High Desert Brewing, 
1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

Seed SHArinG—Discuss and dem-
onstrate the basic process of saving 
your own seeds, including planting, 
selection, harvesting, cleaning and 
storage. Optional potluck with fellow 
growers. 12-3 p.m. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 
Through Feb. 3. 8 p.m. $10, $9 stu-
dents and seniors. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Lou-
ise O’Donnell. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books 
Downtown, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—
Sarah Addison and Sharlene Wittern. 
10:30 a.m. Coas Books Solano, 1101 
S. Solano.

Deming
CHAmBer of CommerCe BAn-

Quet—5:30 p.m. Learning Center, 
2300 E. Pine, 546-2674, deming-
chamber.com.

ten-minute PlAy feStivAl—7 p.m. 
$5. Deming Depot Theater, 694-1666, 
nacioherbbrowntheater.org.

S u n d A y

20Silver City/Grant County 
red PAint Pow wow—

Through Jan. 20. Indian Market open 
9 a.m. Gourd Dancing 11 a.m. Contest 
Powwow/Grand Entry 1 p.m. Awards 

and closing 6 p.m. $10; seniors, under 
12 $5. WNMU Intramural Gymnasium, 
534-1379, redpaintpowwow.net.

ComPASSion & CHoiCeS—Erin 
Marshall, New Mexico campaign 
manager for Compassion & Choices, 
will discuss the current status of the 
lawsuit attempting to clarify and pro-
tect an individual’s freedom of choice 
at the end of life. 1:30-3 p.m. Thomas 
Branigan Memorial Library, 200 E. 
Picacho Ave., 528-4000, library.las-
cruces.org.

Deming
dPAt JAm SeSSionS—2-4 p.m. 

Free. Morgan Hall, 109 E. Pine.

m o n d A y
m A r t i n  l u t H e r  K i n G  d A y

21Las Cruces / Mesilla 
SometHinG to do—Music and 

stand-up comedy. 7 p.m. $10, $5 stu-
dents. Black Box Theatre, 430 N. Down-
town Mall, 523-1223, no-strings.org.

t u e S d A y

22Las Cruces / Mesilla 
eveninG witH A doCtor—A 

look at today’s health issues with infor-
mation we may not all have access to. 
Free. Mountain View Market, 1300 El 
Paseo, 523-0436.

every otHer tueSdAy—Salty Dogs. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Rio Grande 
Theatre, 211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
6403, riograndetheatre.com.

ArGentine tAnGo—6-9:30 p.m. 
$5, NMSU students free with ID. 525 E 
Lohman, 620-0377.

w e d n e S d A y

23Silver City/Grant County 
lunCH & leArn—Dr. Julian 

Lee, “From Bloomington, Indiana, to 
Balankanche, Yucatan: Reflections of 
a Naturalist in Tropical America.” Lee 
contends that small, seemingly incon-
sequential events can profoundly affect 
a person’s attitudes toward amphibians 
and reptiles, and even influence an en-
tire career trajectory. 12 p.m. WNMU 
Global Resource Center, 538-6835, 
will-learning.com.

your wiSHeS: AdvAnCed direC-
tiveS—GRMC Foundation seminar; 
space limited, pre-register. 10-11 a.m. 
Free. GRMC Conference Room, 1313 
E. 32nd St., 538-4138.

BArB & Joe—Buckhorn Saloon, 
Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsa-
loonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
A wAlK And tAlK witH J. PAul 

tAylor—Informal walk and talk 
through the exhibit “Life in Reflection: 
the Photography of Mary Daniels 
Taylor.” 10 a.m. Branigan Cultural 
Center, 501 N. Main St., 541-2154, 
las-cruces.org/museums.

livinG tHe life you wAnt to 
live—See Jan. 9. 6-7:30 p.m. Moun-
tain View Market, 1300 El Paseo, 
523-0436.

nmSu AGGieS BASKetBAll vS. 
denver—9 p.m. Pan Am Center, 646-
1420, panam.nmsu.edu, nmstates-
ports.com.

t H u r S d A y

24Silver City/Grant County 
HeAltH tAlK—“Hypnosis for 

a Better You,” by Jeff Goin. 1-2 p.m. 

The calendar may say 2013, but the holidays 
aren’t over hereabouts: The Conservatory 
of Dance’s annual performance of The 

Nutcracker Ballet is Jan. 12 at the WNMU 
Fine Arts Center Theatre (following a Jan. 11 
school performance).

Or you can get a jump on spring at WILL’s 
Spring Signup Social on Jan. 10 at the WNMU 
Global Resource Center. And while you’re look-
ing into learning, writers out there can get tips 
from novelist Steve Havill on Jan. 26 at a 
workshop sponsored by the Southwest Festival 
of the Written Word; it’s at Bear Mountain Lodge.

To learn about what’s up with Gila/Mimbres 
Community Radio, check out the open house 
at the nonprofit station’s new studio at 519B N. 
Bullard in Silver City on Jan. 18.

This month has music, too. Join in the An-
nual 12th Night Dance on Jan. 12 at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship Hall in Silver City, 
featuring members of the Privy Tipper Band 
from Tucson, with local legends Bayou Seco and 

the Fiddling Friends. Or sit and listen to versatile 
concert pianist Yana Reznik at WNMU on Jan. 
25, the latest from the Community Concert As-
sociation. k

THE LISTTO
DO Ring in the new.

have a great time. 2-4 p.m. Free. 
Morgan Hall, 109 E. Pine.

m o n d A y

 7Las Cruces / Mesilla 
tHe telePHone—See. Jan. 6. 3 

p.m. $10, $9 students and seniors. 
Black Box Theatre, 430 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-1223, no-strings.org.

t u e S d A y

 8Silver City/Grant County 
All ABout winter SQuASH—

Also Jan. 10. Taste different squash 
dishes and take home recipes. Learn 
everything you need to know to 
incorporate this delicious, nutritious 
and abundant food into your life. 12-1 
p.m. Free. Co-op Community Room, 
388-2343.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
ArGentine tAnGo—6-9:30 p.m. 

$5, NMSU students free with ID. 525 
E. Lohman, 620-0377.

every otHer tueSdAy—Alyssa 
Newton. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Rio 
Grande Theatre, 211 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-6403, riograndetheatre.
com.

w e d n e S d A y

 9Silver City/Grant County 
emily elBert—Buckhorn Saloon, 

Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsa-
loonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
livinG tHe life you wAnt to 

live—Also Jan. 16. “An Introduc-
tion to Psychological Wellness” with 
retired psychologist Al Galves. 6-7:30 
p.m. Mountain View Market, 1300 El 
Paseo, 523-0436.

reAdinG Art BooK CluB—The 
Passion of Artemisia by Susan Vree-
land. 2:30 p.m. Museum of Art, 491 
N. Main St., 541-2137, las-cruces.
org/museums.

t H u r S d A y

10Silver City/Grant County 
All ABout winter SQuASH—

See Jan. 8. 12-1 p.m. Free. Co-op 
Community Room, 388-2343.

rollinG StoneS Gem And minerAl 
SoCiety—Potluck and program. Mary 
Soule will show a video on the forma-
tion of caves. 6 p.m. Senior Center, 
Victoria St., 534-1393.

SPrinG SiGn-uP SoCiAl—Meet 
WILL course facilitators, learn about 
programs that are free and open to 
the public. Course sign-up, food, and 
visiting. 5-7 p.m. Free. WNMU Global 
Resource Center, 538-6835, will-
learning.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—Jim 

Helder Septet. 7-10 p.m. $9, $7 
members. Court Youth Center, 402 W. 
Court St., 526-6504.

Kit CArSon: tHe life of An 
AmeriCAn Border mAn—Author Da-
vid Remley will discuss his new book, 
which strikes a balance between pre-
vailing notions about this polarizing, 
quintessential western figure. 7 p.m. 
$2. Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum, 
4100 Dripping Springs Road, 522-
4100, nmfarmandranchmuseum.org.

lA Prole—High Desert Brewing, 
1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

f r i d A y

11Silver City/Grant County 
nutCrACKer BAllet—School 

performance by Conservatory of 
Dance. 10 a.m. WNMU Fine Arts 
Center Theatre. 438-5865, 534-4324, 
ConvsDance@aol.com.

2nd AnnuAl wnmu down-
town dASH—6-7 p.m. Downtown, 
538-6675.

dAvid vidAl—Buckhorn Saloon, 
Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsa-
loonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BleSS me, ultimA—Through Jan. 

17. Set in rural New Mexico and 
based on Rudolfo Anaya’s revered 
novel, this film is the World War II-era 
story of a special year in the life of 
an inquisitive farm boy and the aged 
midwife and curandera, or medicine 
woman, who arrives to live out her 
last days with his family. Nightly 7:30 
p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 se-
niors and students, $5 MVFS members, 
children and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 524-8287, 
mesillavalleyfilm.org.

refriGerAtor Art SHow—Exhibit 
through Feb. 23. Opening recep-
tion. 6-9 p.m. Rokoko Gallery, 1785 
Avenida de Mercado.

S A t u r d A y

12Silver City/Grant County 
nutCrACKer BAllet—Public 

performance by Conservatory of Dance. 
2 p.m. $5, seniors and under 12 $3. 
WNMU Fine Arts Center Theatre. 438-
5865, 534-4324, ConvsDance@aol.com.

AnnuAl 12tH niGHt dAnCe—
This event features some of the Privy 
Tipper Band from Tucson, and more 
musical friends. They will be joined by 
Bayou Seco and the Fiddling Friends. 
A family-friendly dance with simple 
instructions for some contradances and 
lots of polkas, waltzes, two steps, etc. 
7-9:30 p.m. $8, $3 12 and under. 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Hall, 
3845 N. Swan St.

BoB einweCK—Buckhorn Saloon, 
Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsa-
loonandoperahouse.com.

ft. BAyArd HiStoriC PreServAtion 
SoCiety—Annual membership meeting 
and dinner. 6 p.m. $15, $25 family. 
Woman’s Club, 411 Silver Heights Blvd.

SeCond SAturdAy BooK SAle—
Benefits Friends of the Library. 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. 1510 Market St.

Silver City AStronomiCAl SoCi-
ety—“The United States Forest Service 
Dark Skies Astronomy Campground,” 
by SCAS member Bill McCabe of Glen-
wood. 1 p.m. Free. Billy’s BBQ, 2138 
Hwy. 180 E. silvercityofstars@gmail.com. 

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Ammu devAStHAli—Talk as part of 

“Las Cruces Collects.” 1 p.m. Museum 
of Art, 491 N. Main St., 541-2137, 
las-cruces.org/museums.

BASiC diGitAl PHotoGrAPHy 
SerieS—Also Jan. 19 and 26. This 
basic class will explore and provide 
a solid foundation for getting better 
photographs. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Mesilla 
Valley Bosque State Park, 5000 Calle 
del Norte, 523-4398.

deSiGninG PAQuimé Pottery 
worKSHoP—Explore the techniques, 
designs and materials used by potters 
from the ancient site of Paquimé, in 
Chihuahua. Ages 9-12. All materials 
provided. Pre-registration required. 
10-11 a.m. Free. Branigan Cultural 
Center, 501 N. Main St., 541-2154, 
las-cruces.org/museums.

leArn to Prune roSeS—11 a.m. 
or 2 p.m. $7.50, free to members. 
Enchanted Gardens, 270 Avenida de 
Mesilla, 524-1886, gardens@zianet.
com, nmenchantedgardens.com.

miSS izzy Cox—High Desert 
Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

wHite SAndS PHotoGrAPHS—Re-
ception, 4-6 p.m. Mesquite Art Gal-
lery, 340 N. Mesquite St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Loni 
Todoroki. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books 
Downtown, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—Glo-
ria Hacker. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books 
Solano, 1101 S. Solano.

S u n d A y

13   Deming 
dPAt JAm SeSSionS—Come out 

and dance, socialize and have a great 
time. 2-4 p.m. Free. Morgan Hall, 109 
E. Pine.

m o n d A y

14Silver City/Grant County 
widowed PerSonS ServiCe—

Jim Essick will talk about the Korean 
War. 11 a.m. Lunch $10. Glad Tidings 
Church. 537-3643.

t u e S d A y

15Las Cruces / Mesilla 
ArGentine tAnGo—6-9:30 p.m. 

$5, NMSU students free with ID. 525 
E. Lohman, 620-0377.

w e d n e S d A y

16Silver City/Grant County 
HeAltH tAlK—“First Food: 

Improving the Health of Families,” by 
Molly Pessl. 6-7 p.m. Free. GRMC 
Conference Room, 538-4870, www.
grmc.org.

AffordABle CAre ACt for indi-
viduAlS—Practical information session 
by Nandini Pillai Kuehn, president 
of the board of New Mexico Health 
Connections. 4:30-6:30 p.m. Wellness 
Coalition. WNMU Global Resource 
Center. 534-0665 x231, brenna@
wellnesscoalition.org.

melAnie & Jeff—Buckhorn 
Saloon, Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buck-
hornsaloonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
livinG tHe life you wAnt to 

live—See Jan. 9. 6-7:30 p.m. Moun-
tain View Market, 1300 El Paseo, 
523-0436.

t H u r S d A y

17Silver City/Grant County 
AffordABle CAre ACt for 

emPloyerS—Practical information ses-
sion by Nandini Pillai Kuehn, president 
of the board of New Mexico Health 
Connections. 9:30 a.m. Wellness 
Coalition. WNMU Global Resource 
Center. 534-0665 x231, brenna@
wellnesscoalition.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
AnAHAtA mASSAGe And Body-

worK—12-5:30 p.m. Mountain View 
Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-0436. EVENTS continued on next page

Pianist Yana Reznik performs Jan. 25.
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Free. Billy Casper Wellness Center 
Education Room, 538-4870, www.
grmc.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—Oldies 

But Goodies Band. 7-10 p.m. $9, $7 
members. Court Youth Center, 402 W. 
Court St., 526-6504.

mAteriAl tHouGHt, viSitinG Art-
iSt/SCHolAr ProGrAm—With Linda 
Weintraub. 6 p.m. Free. NMSU Health 
and Social Services auditorium, Room 
101.

Gluten-free PizzA PArty—5-6 
p.m. Free. Mountain View Market, 
1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

nmSu Art & SCienCeS CulturAl 
SerieS—H’SAO. 7:30 p.m. $10-$15. 
NMSU Atkinson Hall, 1075 N. Horse-
shoe, 646-2421.

PSyCHiC reAdinGS—Dawn Cheney. 
12-3 p.m. Mountain View Market, 
1300 El Paseo, 523-0436.

tHe d.A.m.n. union—High 
Desert Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 
525-6752.

f r i d A y

25Silver City/Grant County 
Steve reynoldS—Buckhorn 

Saloon, Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buck-
hornsaloonandoperahouse.com.

yAnA rezniK—Versatile concert 
pianist with a modern view on present-
ing classical music. 7:30 p.m. $20, 
$5 students. Tickets at Alotta Gelato 
or Thunder Creek/Western Stationers. 
Grant County Community Concert 
Association. WNMU Fine Arts Theater, 
538-5862, www.gcconcerts.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Give uS tHiS dAy—A stage 

adaptation of the 1956 memoir by 
Sidney Stewart, relating a first-person 
account of the Battle of Bataan, the 
infamous march that followed and the 
brutal treatment American soldiers 
endured for three and a half years. 
7-9 p.m. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-6403, riogran-
detheatre.com.

nmSu Art dePArtment fACulty 
trienniAl—Opening reception 5-7 
p.m. NMSU Art Gallery, 646-2545.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 
Through Feb. 3. 8 p.m. $10, $9 stu-
dents and seniors. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

tHe SeSSionS—Through Jan. 31. 
The story of poet and polio survivor 
Mark O’Brien, who left behind an 
oeuvre of life-affirming writing. Writer-
director Ben Lewin’s film focuses on 
perhaps the most unusual chapter of 
O’Brien’s life, in which the iron lung-
bound writer (John Hawkes) arranges 
to lose his virginity with the help of 
a sex therapist (Helen Hunt). Nightly 
7:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., 
Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $7 regular, 
$6 seniors and students, $5 MVFS 
members, children and Weds. Foun-
tain Theatre, 2469 Calle de Guada-
lupe, 524-8287, mesillavalleyfilm.org.

S A t u r d A y

26Silver City/Grant County 
Steve HAvill—Southwest 

Festival of the Written Word presents 
a hands-on workshop for writers of all 
types and levels with noted novel-
ist Steve Havill. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $75 
includes lunch. Bear Mountain Lodge, 
313-3172, silverywordfiesta@gmail.
com, silverywordfiesta.com.

Steve reynoldS—Buckhorn 
Saloon, Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buck-
hornsaloonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BlACK on wHite: SiGnS And Sym-

BolS worKSHoP—Explore the concept 
of visual language through Native 
American pottery. Pre-registration 
required. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Free. Brani-
gan Cultural Center, 501 N. Main St., 
541-2154, las-cruces.org/museums.

orGAniC GArden Soil PrePArA-
tion—Learn about additions that 
can be made to soil for more flowers 
and vegetables. 2 p.m. $7.50, free 
to members. Enchanted Gardens, 
270 Avenida de Mesilla, 524-1886, 
gardens@zianet.com, nmenchanted-
gardens.com.

StefAn GeorGe—High Desert 
Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 
Through Feb. 3. 8 p.m. $10, $9 stu-
dents and seniors. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—
Douglas Jackson. 10:30 a.m. Coas 
Books Downtown, 317 N. Water St.

StorytellerS of lAS CruCeS—So-
nya Weiner. 10:30 a.m. Coas Books 
Solano, 1101 S. Solano.

Deming
oPen rAnGe—Guitars, dobro, 

Native American flute; music includes 
songs from the old western standards, 
1940s western swing, contemporary 
Americana/folk. 2 p.m. $10, DPAT 
members $8. Morgan Hall, 109 E. 
Pine St., 545-8872.

S u n d A y

27Las Cruces / Mesilla 
lee trio—Since their critically 

acclaimed Wigmore Hall London debut 
in 2002, this dynamic ensemble, made 
up of sisters and native San Franciscans 
Angela (Cello), Lisa (Violin) and Me-
linda (Piano), continues to win plaudits. 
Las Cruces Civic Concert Association. 
2:30 p.m. $20. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
riograndetheatre.com.

nmJe All StAte JAzz BAnd—1 
p.m. Free. NMSU Atkinson Hall, 1075 
N. Horseshoe, 646-2421.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 
Through Feb. 3. 7 p.m. $10, $9 stu-
dents and seniors. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

Deming
dPAt JAm SeSSionS—2-4 p.m. 

Free. Morgan Hall, 109 E. Pine.

t u e S d A y

29Las Cruces / Mesilla 
ArGentine tAnGo—6-9:30 p.m. 

$5, NMSU students free with ID. 525 E 
Lohman, 620-0377.

w e d n e S d A y

30Silver City/Grant County 
lunCH & leArn—Xinyan 

Weeks, “China Through Chinese 
Eyes.” Xinyan Weeks grew up in China 
as an ethnic minority outside the domi-
nant Han culture. She has a special 
perspective on that powerful nation so 
tied with ours. 12 p.m. WNMU Global 
Resource Center, 538-6835, will-
learning.com.

tHe overSoulS—Buckhorn Saloon, 
Pinos Altos, 538-9911, buckhornsa-
loonandoperahouse.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
AwAKeninG to full PotentiAl—

An experience of Matrix Energetics 
with Rev. Dr. Kelley. 6-7 p.m. Mountain 
View Market, 1300 El Paseo, 523-
0436.

t H u r S d A y

31Las Cruces / Mesilla 
BiG BAnd dAnCe CluB—CDs. 

DJ Dale Ellis. 7-10 p.m. $7. Court 
Youth Center, 402 W. Court St., 526-
6504.

lilliS urBAn—High Desert Brew-
ing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 
Through Feb. 3. 7 p.m. $7. Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
1223, no-strings.org.

February
f r i d A y

 1Silver City/Grant County 
firSt fridAyS downtown—Chi-

nese New Year Preparation. Celebrate 
the upcoming Chinese New Year in 
downtown. Free. 535-1700.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
CHiCKen witH PlumS—Through 

Feb. 7. Largely set in 1958 Tehran, the 
story, adapted from Mariane Satrapi’s 
graphic novel, is a tale of lost love. 
Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 
p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $7 reg-
ular, $6 seniors and students, $5 MVFS 
members, children and Weds. Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 
524-8287, mesillavalleyfilm.org.

fAntAStiCK Art exHiBit—Wine 
and cheese reception. Art inspired by 
the song titles of the musical. 5-7 p.m. 
Black Box Theatre, 430 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-1223, no-strings.org.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 
Through Feb. 3. 8 p.m. $10, $9 stu-
dents and seniors. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

tHe mouSetrAP—Through Feb. 17. 
Agatha Christie’s classic about a group 
of strangers stranded in a boarding 
house during a snowstorm, one of 
whom is a murderer. 8 p.m. $7-$10. 
Las Cruces Community Theater, 313 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-1200, lcctnm.org.

S A t u r d A y
G r o u n d H o G  d A y

 2Silver City/Grant County 
wild And SCeniC film feStivAl—

Sponsored by the Gila Conservation 
Coalition. Featured films: Chasing 
Water, The Mono Lake Story, A River 
Runs Through Us, Yelp, The Wolf and 
the Medallion, Bhutan: Land of the 
Black-Necked Crane. 6:30 p.m. $8, 
GCC members $5, students free. Silco 
Theater. 538-8078, www.gilaconser-
vation.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
BASiC loom weAvinG for CHil-

dren—Children from fourth grade 
through high school are invited to 
join instructor Ric Rao for this fun 
class to learn basic loom weaving. 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. $20, $16 members. Farm 
& Ranch Heritage Museum, 4100 
Dripping Springs Road, 522-4100, 
nmfarmandranchmuseum.org.

nmSu women’S SwimminG And 
divinG vS. unm—12 p.m. NMSU 
Aquatics Center, 646-1420, nmstates-
ports.com.

tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 
Through Feb. 3. 8 p.m. $10, $9 stu-
dents and seniors. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, 
no-strings.org.

tHe mouSetrAP—See Feb. 1 
Through Feb. 17. 8 p.m. $7-$10. Las 
Cruces Community Theater, 313 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-1200, lcctnm.org.

S u n d A y

 3Las Cruces / Mesilla 
tHe fAntAStiCKS—See Jan 18. 

7 p.m. $10, $9 students and seniors. 
Black Box Theatre, 430 N. Downtown 
Mall, 523-1223, no-strings.org.

tHe mouSetrAP—See Feb. 1 
Through Feb. 17. 2 p.m. $7-$10. Las 
Cruces Community Theater, 313 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-1200, lcctnm.org.

t H u r S d A y

 7Las Cruces / Mesilla 
mountAinfilm on tour—NMSU 

Outdoor Rec’s Adventure Arts Series. 
7-9 p.m. $8. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
riograndetheatre.com.

nmSu AGGieS BASKetBAll vS. 
idAHo—7 p.m. Pan Am Center, 646-
1420, panam.nmsu.edu, nmstates-
ports.com.

nmSu Art & SCienCeS CulturAl 
SerieS—7:30 p.m. $10-15. NMSU 
Atkinson Hall, 1075 N. Horseshoe, 
646-2421.

f r i d A y

 8Silver City/Grant County 
wnmu women’S BASKetBAll 

vS. ft. lewiS ColleGe—5:30 p.m. 
wnmumustangs.com.

wnmu BASKetBAll vS. ft. lewiS 
ColleGe—7:30 p.m. wnmumustangs.
com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
JAzz enSemBle—7:30 p.m. Free. 

NMSU Atkinson Hall, 1075 N. Horse-
shoe, 646-2421.

tHe mouSetrAP—See Feb. 1. 
Through Feb. 17. 8 p.m. $7-$10. Las 
Cruces Community Theater, 313 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-1200, lcctnm.
org.

S A t u r d A y

 9Silver City/Grant County 
CHoColAte fAntASiA—Silver City 

residents and visitors from across the 
country can stroll the town’s his-
toric streets and visit 30 participating 
Chocolate Stops inside various galler-
ies and shops, many decorated for the 
occasion. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. $20. www.
mimbresarts.org.

mArdi GrAS mASQuerAde BAll—
With the Gras Daddies. 7 p.m. $12. 
Buckhorn Saloon, Pinos Altos, 538-
9911, buckhornsaloonandoperahouse.
com.

wnmu women’S BASKetBAll 
vS. AdAmS StAte ColleGe—5:30 p.m. 
wnmumustangs.com.

wnmu BASKetBAll vS. AdAmS 
StAte univerSity—7:30 p.m. wnmu-
mustangs.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
nmSu AGGieS BASKetBAll vS. 

SeAttle—7 p.m. Pan Am Center, 646-
1420, panam.nmsu.edu, nmstates-
ports.com.

nmSu wind SymPHony Con-
Cert—7:30 p.m. Free. NMSU Atkinson 
Hall, 1075 N. Horseshoe, 646-2421.

tHe mouSetrAP—See Feb. 1 Through 
Feb. 17. 8 p.m. $7-$10. Las Cruces Com-
munity Theater, 313 N. Downtown Mall, 
523-1200, lcctnm.org. k

1-888-388-4515 • (575) 388-4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com

Just 7 miles north of Silver City on HWY 15

Fabulous getaway nestled in the tall pines of Pinos Altos
• Fireplaces• Secluded Balconies

• Porches
• Telephone & WiFi

• Satellite TV
• Barbeque Grill

• Hot Tub in Cabana
• Meeting Room

• Cabins with Kitchens are available

Visit Historic Downtown Silver City
Galleries • Retail & Gift Shops • Lodging • Restaurants & Coffee • Historic Architecture

THE HISTORIC
SILCO THEATER

575-534-1700 • silcotheater.com 
Ad paid by Town of Silver City Lodger’s Tax ©DE

Host your meeting, party, or concert at the historic Silco Theater! Rates from $70 - 
$200 for eight hours. AV equipment use included at no extra cost. Theater seating 

or tables and chairs available. Call for a viewing appointment.

Jan. 4 6- 9 pm AmBank First Fridays Downtown: Mid-Winter 
  Frolic—Community Contra Dance: Family 
  Fiddlers • The Fiddle Club • The Irish Seisiun 
  Group of Co Grant—Free. 575-534-1700

Jan. 5 6:30 pm Forks Over Knives Film. Presented by the Silver 
  City Seventh-Day Adventist Church. The film 
  examines the claim that most, if not all, degen-
  erative diseases can be controlled, or even  
  reversed, by rejecting animal-based and 
  processed foods. Free. 575-545-8832

Feb. 1 AmBank First Fridays Downtown:Chinese New Year 
 Preparation. Celebrate the upcoming Chinese New Year 
 in Silver City! Free. 575-534-1700

Feb. 2 Wild and Scenic Film Festival. Sponsored by the Gila  
 Conservation Coalition. 575-538-8078

2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla • www.mesillavalleyfilm.org • (575) 524-8287
Shows nightly at 7:30- Sunday Matinee at 2:30.

The Fountain Theatre—featuring the best independent, foreign and alternative 
films in the Southwest. Home of the Mesilla Valley Film Society since 1989!

JANUARY FILMS

©DE

Jan. 4-9 Anna Karenina (129 min. in English)

Theatre Closed Thursday, Jan. 10 For Private Event

Jan. 11-17 Bless Me, Ultima (105 min. 
 English/Spanish with Eng Subs)

Jan. 18-24 A Royal Affair (137 min. Danish/ 
 German/  French w/Eng Subs)

Jan. 25-31 The Sessions  (95 min. in English)

A Bed & Breakfast
Located in 

Historic Downtown 

411 W. Broadway
Silver City, NM 88061
575-388-5485

[ Guestrooms with private baths.

[ Easy walking distance to restaurants,
     shops and galleries.

[ Relax in the cozy library.

[ Delicious full breakfast served daily.
www.InnonBroadwayweb.com 

EVENTS continued

Send events 
info by the 
20th of the 
month to: 
events@
desertex-
posure.
com, fax 534-4134, PO Box 
191, Silver City, NM 88062 
or NEW—submit your event 
online at www.desertexposure.
com/submitevents.
BEFORE YOU GO:
Note that events  listings are 
subject to change and to hu-
man error! Please confirm all 
dates, times and  locations.
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4004 BC. Since it was commonly believed that the 
world would last only 6,000 years (as in the six 
days of creation, figuring “one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years”), this meant our clock would 
run out in 1996.

There’s a lesson there: If you’re going to predict 
something, put it far enough off that you won’t be 
around to be proven wrong.

Not everyone thought we had so much time, 
though. Another numerological interpretation of 
the Bible led Johann Jacob Zimmermann, a Ger-
man nonconformist theologian and astronomer, to 
predict the apocalypse would arrive “on the edge 
of the wilderness” in 1694. He planned to lead 11 
families to await the end in North America, and 
negotiated with Pennsylvania Governor William 
Penn to obtain land near Wissahickon Creek. Zim-
merman died on the day the group was to depart 
Rotterdam, but his widow and the rest of “the 
Hamburg Group” went on to establish a religious 
community in the New World.

They would hardly be the last “millennialists” 
in America. The Millerites followed Baptist 
preacher William Miller who, once again con-

sulting the Book of Daniel, concluded Christ would 
return in 1844. Another Mil-
lerite pegged it more pre-
cisely as Oct. 22, 1844, a day 
that came to be known as 
“the Great Disappointment.” 
Thousands of followers gave 
away their possessions and 
awaited the end. When Jesus 
didn’t appear, one wrote, “I 
lay prostrate for two days 
without any pain—sick with 
disappointment.” Even chil-
dren in the streets would 
taunt the disappointed Mil-
lerites, “Have you not gone 
up [to heaven]?”

Another new denomination, the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, made repeated predictions of Christ’s return 
and the subsequent “day of wrath.” When the world 
didn’t end in 1914, Armageddon was moved to 1918 
and then 1925. As late as 1974, church publications 
praised believers who sold their homes and pre-
pared to “finish out the rest of their days in this old 
system” by preaching until the end, reset for 1975.

The 20th century brought believers of another 
kind—in UFOs. Marion Keech, a Chicago woman 
who claimed to channel “Guardians” from the 
planet “Clarion,” predicted an apocalyptic flood on 
Dec. 21, 1954. Though of little impact at the time, 
Keech and her devotees made history of a differ-
ent sort when they were infiltrated by academics 
led by Leon Festinger. Publishing their observa-
tions in a book, When Prophecy Fails, Festinger 
and colleagues helped lay the foundation for mod-
ern social psychology.

So perhaps something good will come out of the 
early 21st century’s apocalyptic fever. I’m thinking 
something along the lines of some believers donat-
ing their worldly goods to “the biggest little paper 
in the Southwest,” but that’s just me. k

Desert Exposure editor David A. Fryxell awaits 
the end in Silver City.

If you’re reading this, then the worst fears/hopes 
of the doomsday “preppers” so ably chronicled 
by Larry Lightner in three articles last year have 

failed to materialize—yet. Although it’s certainly 
possible the world will end any day now, the most 
popular recent prediction was that apocalypse would 
arrive when the Mayan calendar ran out last month.

Never mind that the Mayans themselves insisted 
this wasn’t what was intended by their calendar, that 
the reality was no more apocalyptic than having to 
visit the stationery store and buy a new “World’s 
Cutest Puppies” calendar. Even if the Mayans re-
ally did predict the end of the world would arrive 
in December 2012, why should we have believed 
them? They were wrong about a whole bunch of 
stuff, including the advisability of blood-letting sac-
rifice by piercing the tongue, ear or foreskin. Their 
civilization pretty much collapsed. Why should they 
be right about doomsday? What special power did 
they possess to gaze into the future—and if so, why 
didn’t they foresee the demise of their civilization 
and maybe do something about it?

Just in case, though, I’ve held off pointing this 
out in print until after Doomsday 2012 had safely 
come and gone. True, I’m actually writing this 
in early December, before the big day. But if the 
world ends between now and the day we deliver 
the January issue, readers will never know how 
cocky and wrong I was. Thank goodness, though, 
I postponed my dental checkup until after Dooms-
day. Why get your teeth cleaned and flossed if the 
world’s about to end? (I guess some people might 
want to greet the end with a nice smile.)

If you are indeed reading this, however, then 
I can safely say: Ha-ha. The joke’s on you, believ-
ers in the Mayan apocalypse! If only you’d had 
enough faith in December’s doomsday to sell all 
your worldly possessions and, preferably, give the 
proceeds to me.

It turns out, though, that this isn’t exactly the 
first time we’ve been told The End Is Near when, 
well, it wasn’t. And, indeed, some of those dooms-
day believers did cash out, though none had the 
wisdom to set that money aside for me.

Besides such professional prognosticators 
as Nostradamus, who forecast that Arma-
geddon would arrive in July 1999 (oops!), 

amateur doomsayers ranging from physicist Isaac 
Newton to preacher Jonathan Edwards have tried 
their hand at predicting The End. (Newton calcu-
lated that we have until sometime after 2060, so 
that jury’s still out.)

Early Christians, of course, thought the apoca-
lyptic return of Jesus was right around the corner, 
likely in their own lifetimes. But Christians didn’t 
have a monopoly on apocalypse. In 448, Moses of 
Crete, a rabbi, claimed to be the Messiah as pre-
dicted by Talmudic calculations and led his fol-
lowers to the sea, which was supposed to part so 
they could reach Palestine. Having given away all 
their possessions, the rabbi’s followers cast them-
selves into the Mediterranean. As the rabbi saw his 
followers crash on the rocks or drown, however, 
he declined to do likewise and “suddenly disap-
peared,” leading some to conclude he had been 
“some malignant fiend” in human form.

Much later, based on his interpretation of the 
Kabbalah, Rabbi Sabati Zevi of Smyrna predicted 
spectacular miracles in 1648, when he would be 

revealed as the Messiah. Zevi later updated his pre-
diction to 1666, then converted to Islam.

My own Norse ancestors foretold Ragnarök, a 
battle in which the gods would perish, after which 
the world would be flooded. Although these oral 
traditions were written down in the Eddas of the 
13th century, the Norse were canny enough not to 
specify a date for Ragnarök.

Surprisingly, given our own recent Y2K crazi-
ness, the Western world didn’t go off the deep 
end over the year 1000. Most accounts of mil-

lennial madness, in fact, were probably exaggerated 
by later scribes. But the new millennium did soon 
see a parade of predictions of impending doom.

In 1179, for example, an astrologer named John 
of Toledo predicted the world would end when all 
the planets assembled in the constellation Libra, 
in September 1186. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
proclaimed a day of atonement, just in case, and 
the Byzantine emperor walled up his windows 
in Constantinople. But it turned out that the only 
future John of Toledo could see was the similarly 
mistaken 20th century warnings about planetary 
alignment and the “Jupiter effect.”

Astrologers tried again in 1523, predicting that 
a planetary alignment in Pisces would produce 
an apocalyptic deluge the following year. People 
in Germany built boats, including a three-story 
ark constructed by a Count von Iggleheim, and 
residents of port cities took refuge afloat. When 
doomsday arrived with only a light drizzle, angry 
crowds outside the ark stampeded, trampling hun-
dreds, and stoned the count to death.

Anger, rather than relief, seemed to be a com-
mon reaction to missed prophecies of the end. In 
the early 16th century, groups of Anabaptists came 
to believe the world would end on Easter Sunday, 
1534. One sect, led by Jan Matthys, seized control 
of the German city of Münster, proclaiming it the 
“New Jerusalem.” They expelled or forcibly bap-
tized all Catholics and Lutherans and then waited 
for Judgment Day. It was indeed the end for Mat-
thys, who led a small band of believers against an 
army besieging the city: He and his troops were 
hacked to death. Münster fell in 1535 and the re-
maining Anabaptist leaders were tortured, execut-
ed and displayed in cages, which still hang outside 
the Church of St. Lambert there.

The Reformation continued to mix the apoca-
lypse with politics. Following the English 
Civil Wars of the 17th century that put Oliver 

Cromwell in power, a group called the Fifth Mon-
archists preached that Christ would soon return. 
They cited the Book of Daniel’s reference to four 
ancient monarchies preceding the Day of Judg-
ment, and counted these as Assyria, Persia, Mace-
donia and Rome. In the approach of the year 1666, 
the Fifth Monarchists saw the Biblical “number of 
the Beast.” Far from being out of the mainstream, 
however, these doomsayers played key roles in 
the trial and execution of Charles I and Crom-
well’s Protectorate. After the Restoration in 1660, 
the Fifth Monarchists were among the first to be 
hanged, drawn and quartered for treason.

Other doomsayers drew on a different Bibli-
cal math. Most famously, in 1654 Anglican Bishop 
James Ussher calculated that the first day of Cre-
ation began at nightfall preceding Sunday, Oct. 23, 

Continental Divide • David A . Fryxell

Apocalypse Not Now
Looks like the Mayan doomsayers were wrong. 

They’re hardly the first.

If the Mayans 
were so smart, 
why didn’t 
they predict 
the collapse 
of their own 
civilization?

107 N. Bullard
Silver City

575-388-1158
Wed-Sat. 10:30-5

“there’s no place like it”

Manzanita
Ridge

Estate Sales & 
Services Available

Pray for SnowIf it’s black, tan, 
brown, red, floral,

green, gray or purple…
it’s on sale. 

It’s that simple. 
Besides why would 

a black cat 
have a white sale?

Happy 2013! To celebrate
the new year we’re having a
January NON-WHITE Sale.
20% off all non-white items!
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Main Office: 
120 E. 11th St.,Silver City, NM

Toll-free (866) 538-0404 
Office (575) 538-0404

www.prudentialsilvercity.com
info@prudentialsilvercity.com

Patrick Conlin, Broker/Owner

MLS 29659 • $39,500

Mimbres Office: 
2991 Highway 35, Mimbres, NM

Toll-free (866) 538-0404
Office (575) 574-8798

www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com
robin@prudentialsilvercity.com

Minutes from town, Beautiful Sunny 
20+ Acre Land parcel! Many 
potential building sites. Privacy, 
Southern Exposure, Views. Survey in 
file (assoc. docs) with GPS Points 
noted. If you're going for a look on 
your own, call listing office for a 
SURVEY and MAP (print or email). 
Directions will bring you to the 
Southeast corner of subject property.  
Priced to sell!

MLS 29653 • $77,000

11.468 acres on the ridge with 
excellent views to the gila wilderness 
area. Electric & private well are in. 1/4 
acre water right included.  Property 
is divided into two tracts.

 2 acres Bordering National Forest in 
Quemado Lake Estates Subdivision. 
Site-built or manufactured homes, 
community water system & electric, 
phone to lot line. This property is 
one of the least expensive in the 
subdivision.

CUSTOM BUILT BEAUTY with VIEWS. 
This Southwestern Ranch home is 
located in the Mimbres Valley. 4 
bedrooms and 2 1/2 bath. Large 
master bedroom with a kiva 
fireplace. The living room has 
another kiva fireplace and oversized 
windows that offer views of the 
mountains. The kitchen is spacious 
with much cabinetry and a separate 
pantry. A wet bar with an adjoining 
breakfast bar offers many opportuni-
ties for great entertaining. The 
property comes with two additional 
lots for added privacy. A circular 
driveway leads to a two car garage.

MLS 29694 • $12,500

3BD/1BA TYRONE HOUSE WITH 
attractive family room addition. 
Vaulted wood-trim ceiling with 
skylights, pellet stove, updated kitchen, 
laminate & tile flooring in living areas.  
Enlarged storage/ workshop area 
behind carport, double-pane windows, 
private backyard, all appliances convey.

RURAL, SECLUDED with VIEWS and 
needs work. The views from this 
property are breath taking. 2.51 
acres on a slopping hillside with lots 
of trees. The home has been brought 
in from a site above Hanover. Owner 
has been slowly remodeling the 
inside. Exterior needs TLC. Two 
bedrooms, only one has a closet. 
Large windows in the living and 
dining room offer great views. 
Kitchen is a "work in progress". 

MLS 29680 • $119.900

Custom home on 1/2 acre minutes 
to downtown & all city utilities! 
Passive solar design with views, 
energy efficient, sun room, bonus 
room.  Metal roof, colored concrete 
floors, custom finishes. Andersen 
windows, Syzygy tiles, concrete & 
paperstone counters, raised garden 
beds. Home is plumbed for a future 
active solar system.

MLS 29686 • $350,000

GREAT PROPERTY at a GREAT PRICE! 
6+ acres above San Lorenzo with 
Southeast exposure. Super nice 
sloping acreage with some trees. 
Ideal property for a solar or passive 
solar dream home. Enjoy the peace 
and quiet of a private country life 
shared with abundant wildlife. 
Horses are welcome.

MLS 29647 • $295,000

 Silver City’s #1 Selling Office for 2011 

MLS 29663 • $128,500

MLS 29676 • $185,000
MLS 29684 • $119,900

MLS 29656 • $69,900
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1994 single-wide with two additions 
in good condition.  2.88 acres with 
metal garage, additional single-wide 
used as a studio (no bathroom). 
Greenhouse, shed, RV parking. 
Fenced garden area/dog run, fruit 
trees, wooded & private.

Gila horse property is 2 bedroom, 1 
1/2 baths on 7.7 acres with some of 
the best views around. Property is 
bordered on two side by state land, 
house has new metal roof, huge hay 
barn with fenced stalls for horses 
and cargo storage container. Very 
comfortable house that is heated 
almost exclusively with a wood 
stove, although there is a conven-
tional heater. 

Price Reduced!


