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BEAUTIFUL PROPERTY minutes 
from Pinos Altos. 3BD/2.5BA. 
Huge kitchen w/lots of storage & 
counter space. Newer bamboo 
flooring in living room. $239,500.  MLS 
#31024. Call Cassie Carver 575-313-0308

REDUCED- 3BD/2BA wonderful 
location w/seclusion & conve-
nience. Nearly 7 acres w/ city water 
+ private well for watering. Roomy 
home is set-up for entertaining. $220,000.  
MLS #30701. Call Becky Smith ext. 11.

OPEN FLOOR PLAN- 3BD/2BA 
w/vaulted ceilings, & great views. 
Yard has raised-bed gardens + 
greenhouse. Roomy garage 
w/shelving & workshop space, + laundry 
w/sink. $229,000. MLS #30939. Call Becky 
Smith ext. 11.

DOWNTOWN! Great historic 
location —Walk to Everything! 
2BD/1BA Thick walls, arches, lots 
of character.  Private backyard, 
off-street parking, covered front porch. 
$125,000. MLS #31246. Call Becky Smith 
ext. 11. 

ONE-OF-
A-KIND 
 2BD/2BA
 place in the
 forest!  2 separate living qtrs.,
 workshop/garage, & studio/guesthouse.  Large
 trees, great views, & peace & quiet.  $129,000.
 MLS #31305. Call Becky Smith ext 11

2BD/2BA w/numerous upgrades 
new plumbing, wiring, insulation, 
drywall, & central heat & air. 
Updated granite counters, custom 
cabinets & modern appliances. $175,000. 
MLS #31184.  Call Becky Smith ext. 11.

HISTORIC—Marriot House 
3BD/2BA, built 1906 & restored 
over the years. Original wood-
work, wood floors, high ceilings, 
windows & Victorian charm throughout. 
$325,000. MLS #31521. Call Becky Smith ext. 
11.  

Quality People, Quality Service for over 40 years!

www.SmithRealEstate.com 

(575) 538-5373 or 1-800-234-0307
505 W. College Avenue • PO Box 1290 • Silver City, NM 88062

Call or Click Today!

FOREST VIEWS!  Just over 2 
secluded acres in the Lake Roberts 
subdivision.  Well and power are 
in, along with vintage travel trailer.  
$43,900.  MLS #31346.  Call Becky Smith ext. 11. 

575-388-5555
 

TheBedroomShoppe.com 

Our Specialty is Sleep • FREE Delivery—Setup/Removal 
up to 50 miles roundtrip

• All Major Credit Cards Accepted OPEN Mon-Sat  9:30-5:30

910 N. Hudson
Silver City

MATTRESS • FURNITURE

INTRODUCING
Special Introductory

Sale Prices
BACK SUPPORTER By

MADE IN USA
Firm Plush Dual Side Firm Dual Side Plush

Queen Set
$69900

Queen Set
$69900

Queen Set
$59900

Queen Set
$59900

• 650 coil
• Gel Lumbar Support
• Foam Encased Edge Support
• 5 Zone Foam
• Deluxe Foundation
• 10 year Warranty

• 650 coil
• Gel Lumbar Support
• Foam Encased Edge Support
• 5 Zone Foam
• Deluxe Foundation
• 10 year Warranty

• 800 LFK coil (HD)
• Dual Sided (flipable)
• Edge Support
• Deluxe Foundation
• 10 year Warranty

• 800 LFK coil (HD)
• Dual Sided (flipable)
• Edge Support
• Deluxe Foundation
• 10 year Warranty

Bonus~FREE Deluxe Bed Frame 
or Mattress Protector with purchase 

of New Back Supporter Set!

Available Sizes
Twin, Twin XL, Full, 

Queen, King, Cal King
Moisture Wicking

Fabrique

Queen Size Memory Foam Models From Just 
$39900

with 6 months 0% �nancing on approval
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207 South Bullard Street
Family owned and operated in Historic Downtown Silver City Since 1937

HOME FURNITURE
APPLIANCES & CARPETING

FREE DELIVERY
538-3767

OPEN: MON- FRI 9 AM - 5 PM
              SAT 10 AM - 5 PM

In-Store Financing with approval

FREE
D E L I V E R Y !
FREE

S E T - U P !
FREE
D E L I V E R Y !
FREE
R E M O V A L !

FREE
D E L I V E R Y !
FREE
D E L I V E R Y !

$399
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$279
Full Set ................$349
King Set ..............$669

Special 
Pu rchase
Twin Mattresses

starting at

$489
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$329
Full Set ................$429
King Set ..............$699

$529
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$369
Full Set ................$469
King Set ..............$719

$569
Queen Set

Twin Set ..............$379
Full Set ................$479
King Set ..............$769

SLEEP EXPRESSIONS: THE ART OF GREAT SLEEP!
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$99
Davis Plush Hardin 

Pillow Top Kenton Firm Kenton 
Euro Top
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Saturday, September 13
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. @ Penny Park

1305 N. Grant St., Silver City

Sponsored by:

©DE

13th Annual

For more info call 
388-1198

healthcouncil@grmc.org 

Get Buggy!

Grant County Community Health Council’s

Prizes! Door Prizes! Lots of fun!

Friday, Sept. 19—Experience Fort Bayard 
9 AM - 3 PM: Military, Medical and Cultural History of Southwest New Mexico with 

25+ Living History Centers onthe Parade Ground
6:30 PM: Dinner ($15 Adults, $6 Children) followed by Guest Speaker Derrell Heitt 

presenting “Teddy’s Rough Riders.” Reservations needed.

Saturday, Sept. 20—Fort Bayard Sights and Sounds
9 AM: Flag Ceremony

9:15 AM: Museum opens
9:30 AM: Tours—Meet at Information Booth

Explore Displays
10:45 AM: Vintage Baseball

Noon-1 PM: Lunch available
1 PM: Military Band Concert with Ft. Lowell 4th Cavalary Regimental Band 

2:00 PM: Vintage Baseball
7:00 - 10 PM: Military Ball in Theater with Ft. Lowell 4th Cavalry Regimental Band

Instructor: Ken Dusenberry, Artillery Company of New Mexico 
$5.00/couple, $2.50/person - Children free when accompanied by parents. All ages welcome!

Sunday, Sept. 21—Interdenominational Worship Service
9:30 AM: Theater. 

Military Chaplains: Allensworth (Rev. E.B. Ross) and Bateman (Rev. Paul Moore)

Fort Bayard Days sponsored by the Fort Bayard Historic Preservation Society

For more information: 575-388-4477, 575-956-3294, 575-640-3012 Website at: www.fortbayard.org
Paid for by Silver 
City Lodgers Tax

Fort Lowell   4th Cavalry Military Band 
from Tucson, Arizona

Ft. Bayard Baseball Team
Guest Speaker Derrell Heitt 
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About the cover: Gila 
River near the bird refuge 
in fall, photographed by 
Dennis O’Keefe. This and 
other photos/cards of 
the area are displayed 
and sold at O’Keefe’s 
Bookshop in downtown 
Silver City. Read about 
this month’s 10th annual 
Gila River Festival in this 
issue’s Tumbleweeds 
section.

September Lunch & Learns
Free and open to the Public

Conducting Citizen Inventories 
In The Gila National Forest
Presenter: Nathan Newcomer
SEPTEMBER 10; Noon - 1:00pm
WNMU Global Resource Center, ABC Room

Regenerative Landscaping With Rainwater Harvesting
Presenter: Asher Gelbart
SEPTEMBER 17; Noon - 1:00pm
WNMU Student Union, Meeting Room on top floor outside the Library

State Of The Art: Navajo Weavers And Their Creativity
Presenter: Ann Lane Hedlund
SEPTEMBER 24; Noon - 1:00pm
WNMU Global Resource Center, ABC Room

WILL Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs. 9 am -3 pm • info@will-learning.com • 575-538-6835

www.will-learning.comWestern Institute for Lifelong Learning

 

WILL Office
Room 108, Juan Chacon Bldg
WNMU Campus
Silver City, New Mexico

WILL SOCIAL SIGN-UP
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2014

Global Resource Center
WNMU’s Campus

Corner of Kentucky and 12th Streets

Doors open 5pm
General Meeting 

from 5:30pm to 6:00pm
Course registration begins at 6pm

Over 70 courses offered this fall. 
Yearly membership fee of $75.

Fall 2014 courses are available for on-line sign-up at our website. 
Visit www.will-learning.com for complete information or call 575 538-6835
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I got a DPT booster the other day when I visited 
Silver Health Care for a checkup. Of the three 
diseases making up that acronym—diphtheria, 

pertussis and tetanus—I was most concerned about 
pertussis, also known as whooping cough. I’d had the 
DPT vaccine as a kid, and until recently would have 
sought out a booster only if I’d stepped on a rusty 
nail or something else classically associated with 
tetanus. But New Mexico had 527 reported cases of 
pertussis in 2013—fourth in the nation when figured 
per capita.

I also vividly remembered reading an article in 
The New Republic online in which the 31-year-old 
author, Julia Ioffe, wrote of coughing constantly for 
72 days—“not just coughing, but whooping: doubled 
over, body clenched, sucking violently for air, my 
face reddening and my eyes watering.” This was writ-
ten in 2013, not 1913 or some other year before the 
1940 discovery of a vaccine against whooping cough. 
(Before that vaccine, 200,000 children were infected 
annually.) And yet from 2011 and 2012, reported cas-
es of pertussis—a preventable disease—tripled in 21 
states and totaled a record 38,000-plus nationwide.

Pertussis isn’t the only once-vanquished disease 
making a comeback. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) tracked 554 cases of measles 
in 20 states (including Texas but 
not New Mexico) in the first half 
of this year alone. That’s already a 
record, and the highest number of 
cases since measles was deemed 
eliminated in the US—again, 
thanks to vaccination—in 2000.

Many doctors today are too 
young to even remember measles, 
but I vividly recall how it swept 
through my elementary school. I 
was lucky, suffering no more than 
the usual fever and rash. Before the measles vaccine, 
however, up to 4 million Americans a year were in-
fected; 1,000 suffered brain damage or hearing loss 
annually and 450 died.

A 2013 University of Pittsburgh study calculated 
that vaccination programs for children have prevent-
ed more than 100 million cases of serious contagious 
diseases since 1924. In 2007, death rates for 13 dis-
eases preventable by childhood vaccines reached an 
all-time low in the United States.

What in the world could have caused these 
nearly vanished diseases to return? Absent 
an encounter with a rusty nail, why would 

I need a DPT booster at my age?
In the headline of her much-linked-to New Repub-

lic account, Ioffe provides an answer, albeit a tad hy-
perbolic (forgivable if you’ve been coughing for 72 
straight days): “I’ve Got Whooping Cough. Thanks a 
Lot, Jenny McCarthy!” McCarthy, a former Playboy 
model and briefly cohost of “The View,” has been 
blamed by many for spreading fears about dangers 
from vaccines. There’s even a “Jenny McCarthy Body 
Count” page on the web that tallies the number of 
preventable illnesses (137.900 as of early August) 
and deaths (6,265) since McCarthy and other celebri-
ties ramped up anti-vaccination rhetoric in mid-2007. 
The page also counts the “number of autism diag-
noses scientifically linked to vaccinations” in that 
span—zero.

Autism fears are only part of the anti-vaccination 
hysteria, but they have fueled other, equally unsub-
stantiated concerns. The supposed link between the 
measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine and au-
tism originated in a study published in 1998 by Dr. 
Andrew Wakefield, involving only 12 patients. A sub-
sequent investigation showed that the British gastro-
enterologist misrepresented and altered his findings 
in an “elaborate fraud”; 10 of 12 authors of the paper 
have retracted it. A second Wakefield study in 2002 
also contained what the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics calls “critical flaws.”

Other anti-vaccination fearmongers have blamed 
the mercury compound thimerosal, used as a preser-
vative in some vaccines (though not the MMR shot), 

for the rise in autism. Yet autism diagnoses have not 
declined since 1999, when thimerosal was discontin-
ued in all the most common vaccines.

The purported link between vaccines of any kind 
and autism risk has been thoroughly debunked. In 
2013, a study of more than 1,000 children published 
in the Journal of Pediatrics found no association be-
tween autism and either the number of vaccinations 
a child was given or the total number of antigens.

If you’re nonetheless worried about this nonexis-
tent risk, or simply fear that your kids are getting 
“too many” shots, why should that matter to any-

body else? As Ioffe explained, in-between hacking 
coughs: “The problem is that it is not an individual 
choice; it is a choice that acutely affects the rest of 
us. Vaccinations work by creating something called 
herd immunity: When most of a population is immu-
nized against a disease, it protects even those in it 
who are not vaccinated, either because they are preg-
nant or babies or old or sick.”

To protect those who can’t be vaccinated, herd 
immunity requires immunization of about 95% of the 
total population. But anti-vaccination fears have re-
duced immunization below that critical threshold in 
some places. In 2010, for example, only 91% of kin-

dergarteners were up to date on 
their shots in California—which 
saw a major pertussis outbreak.

No vaccine—or any medical 
treatment—is completely safe. 
But the ratio of serious adverse 
reactions to beneficial effects for 
the most common vaccines is 
about 1 to 40,000. By focusing on 
anecdotal evidence of purported 
harm instead of the overwhelm-
ing societal benefits of immuniza-

tion, ill-informed celebrities and others seeking to fix 
blame for their personal tragedies have created a de-
bate where in reality the facts are not in dispute. The 
result has been to turn back the clock on one of the 
great accomplishments of public health.

By giving people like Jenny McCarthy a forum, 
the media is in part to blame. Interestingly, this 
summer the BBC Trust published an update on 

a year-old policy questioning the “over-rigid applica-
tion of editorial guidelines on impartiality” in science 
reporting. BBC journalists, it said, are often guilty of 
“false impartiality”—that is, “presenting the views 
of tiny and unqualified minorities as if they have the 
same weight as the scientific consensus.”

Imagine, for example, if every time the news re-
ported something about global travel or orbiting sat-
ellites, a flat-earth fanatic also got air time for an “op-
posing view.” No broadcast about firefighting would 
be complete without counterpoint from a spokes-
person for phlogiston, the medium thought to make 
combustion possible until science proved otherwise.

But that’s essentially what the media are doing 
with some contemporary controversies where there 
is in fact overwhelming scientific consensus. The 
BBC report cited as examples global warming, wor-
ries over the safety of GMO foods—and vaccines. 
Evolution by natural selection is another obvious 
example. You may choose to believe vaccines cause 
autism or the earth is not getting warmer (as 26% in 
a recent Pew poll stated) or “humans and other liv-
ing things have existed in their present form since 
the beginning of time” (a view held by 33% in that 
same poll). But there is no serious scientific debate 
about these questions. (Not only is the earth getting 
warmer, for example, but 97% of climate scientists 
believe humans are contributing to it.)

If only, you might think, we could explain the facts 
to the public! Unfortunately, a new study by Yale law 
professor Dan Kahan finds, as the New York Times 
reported, “more people know what scientists think 
about high-profile scientific controversies than polls 
suggest; they just aren’t willing to endorse the con-
sensus when it contradicts their political or religious 
views.” Kahan didn’t find a gap in knowledge on mat-

Editor’s Notebook  • David A . Fryxell

A Shot in the Arm
Why do people ignore the science behind vaccines 

and the subjects of other false controversies?

Contact us!
PO Box 191

Silver City, NM 88062
telephone (575) 538-4374

email:
editor@desertexposure.com
letters@desertexposure.com

ads@desertexposure.com

Luna Consultant Agency located in Deming is seeking 
an Administrative Support Worker. General duties 
include, accounts payable, �nancial reporting, tax 
reports as well as policy development. A Master’s 
Degree in Business Administration and complete 
dominance of the English and Spanish language with 
experience is preferred.

Please send letter of intent and resume with references to:
Chief Executive O�cer, P.O. Box 792, Deming, NM 88031

1601 E. Lohman
Las Cruces, NM 88001

575-523-2000 Fax 575-523-2016
www.bernina-lascruces.com

berninalascruces@yahoo.com

Visit our store at 1601 E. Lohman 1601 E. Lohman
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Ancients & Antiques
Trinkets & Treasures

Kathy Anderson
Rare Bead Investor, Designer

Shop downtown!
Molly Ramolla's Gallery

Corner of Broadway & Bullard

Email: beadladyak@gmail.com

NEW

LOCATION

Stunning Adobe Home

BOMBERG • NOBLE • GRIMES • REAL ESTATE TEAM
Steinborn & Associates Real Estate 575.522 3698

5140
San Carlos Ct.

3 bedrooms
2.5 bathrooms
2,503 square feet

$369,000

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§ 

Upscaling detailing abounds
Custom solid wood cabinets, shutters, doors and gate
Beautiful woodwork
Large timber corbels
Artistic tile work
Granite throughout
Stainless steel appliances
Surround sound
Recirculating hot water/ green water softner
Beautiful views of the Organ Mountains

Jessica Hotchkiss
Hotchkiss Insurance
Auto, Home, Business, Life

Call for your quote now, 
575-388-2257

Located in Downtown Silver City 301 N. Bullard
jhotchkiss@farmersagent.com

www.farmersagent.com/jhotchkiss
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ters such as evolution: “Religious people knew the 
science; they just weren’t willing to say that they be-
lieved in it.”

Once political or religious/spiritual identities get 
entangled with scientific issues, Kahan says, it’s dif-
ficult for contrary facts to penetrate. “Cosmos” host 
Neil deGrasse Tyson can lecture endlessly about 
global warming or evolution, but the skeptics won’t 
hear him. A more effective voice on global warming, 
for example, might be Katherine Hayhoe, a climate 
scientist who is also an evangelical Christian. News 
media in search of “balance” might consider airing 
such views that support the science but from a dif-
ferent perspective.

On vaccines, it’s helpful that TV’s “Dr. Oz,” who 
has given credence and air time to a distressing array 
of quackery, recently wrote about the importance of 
childhood immunization. Parents might also need to 

hear from celebrities besides Jenny McCarthy. Sarah 
Michelle Gellar (“Buffy the Vampire Slayer”), for ex-
ample, recently told Parade Magazine why she sup-
ports vaccination: “Having children is the greatest 
gift anyone’s ever given me, and if I can help protect 
anyone else’s gift, then it’s not just my pleasure, but 
it’s my responsibility to do it.” Jennifer Lopez, mother 
of twins, is an advocate for the pertussis vaccine and 
a spokesperson for the Silence the Sounds of Pertus-
sis campaign.

In the meantime, make sure you’re up to date on 
your shots. k

David A. Fryxell is editor of Des-
ert Exposure.

Not So Harmless

You hit the nail on the head about raising “sales 
taxes” (Editor’s Notebook, August). There are 
so many ways that raising sales tax hurts, not 

just in the citizens’ purse but in the formula of pluses 
and minuses that industry and business use to make 
location decisions. Or the cost in making vacation 
decisions.

Of course, it’s not just the sales taxes we see going 
up; it is also property taxes along with other county 
and city fees, which in fact feel like a tax to the indi-
vidual.

While on the other hand, if a person wants to 
search for the good of taxes, local taxes such as the 
tax in question will be spent locally and will benefit 
the local community (we hope) and can be seen be-
ing spent. (We hope.)

As much as we care for our politicians, as we 
know them personally, it seems that being elected 
to a political position changes the thinking of the 
person and they no longer actually seek out the will 
and wisdom  of their constituency. And of course, 
there may be a hidden or un-explained benefit to me 
and my friends and neighbors that I am not aware 
of and raising taxes in this way is good for me and 
will somehow put more money in my pocket. Taxes 
never have but this may be a first.

I, for one, would feel that this tax could be justi-
fiable if I knew that the county had cleaned house 
and that every tax dollar they receive is received with 
reverence and that every effort has been made to as-
sure that the money is spend wisely and that no bu-
reaucrat has taken advantage of the system to benefit 
their own estate.

Nevertheless, we as citizens should be aware of the 
crisis that our country has created for itself, the citi-
zen, by the greed that comes from spending our mon-
ey without accountability and justification. What do 
you think when you become aware that your personal 
resources are being extracted by unknown people in 
unknown places  for unknown purposes to serve no 
need of your own and a select few without account-
ability are holding the taxpayers purse strings?

Thank you, Mr. Fryxell, for your standup article.
Vic Topmiller Jr.

Chairman, Silver City-Grant County Tea Party 
Patriots. Taxed Enough Already

On July 10, the Grant County Commissioners 
voted unanimously to increase the Gross 
Receipts Tax (GRT) by 3/8%, the maximum 

allowed by law. They did this despite the overwhelm-
ing rejection of a proposed GRT increase (of 1/4%) 
by Grant County voters in the special election of 
July, 2013. The commissioners claim they increased 
the GRT because the State of New Mexico was elimi-
nating the Hold Harmless payments to counties (part 
of legislative bill HB641, voted on at the end of the 
2013 legislative session and signed by Gov. Marti-
nez). HB641 is a corporate tax-cut bill that reduces 
the corporate tax from 7.6% to 5.9%. To pay for this 
corporate tax cut, the state will discontinue the Hold 
Harmless payments to counties of over 48,000 popu-
lation. But since Grant County’s population is well 
below 48,000, the subsidy would have continued… 

unless the county increased their GRT, which our 
commissioners just did!

So, exactly what are the commissioners up to? 
They are using an excuse to raise taxes that is false, 
raising taxes against the will of the people of Grant 
County, and losing the state subsidy to boot! All this 
for a few pet projects for which the public has no 
input. Besides, the GRT increase will hurt the people 
who can least afford it: small businesses and lower-
income families. The commissioners are raising our 
taxes to replace a state subsidy that we are losing 
only because they are raising our taxes. If that sounds 
illogical to you, then you would probably make a bet-
ter commissioner than any of the ones we have!

The commissioners are doing a terrible job of 
serving Grant County. Our county deserves better, 
much better.

Jeff Boyd
Grant County

Forest Stewardship

Thanks for doing such a good job with this pa-
per.

I just read Larry Lightner’s piece about the 
Forest Service Travel Management Plan (TMP) deci-
sion (“Forest Firestorm,” August). There are many 
things that could be commented on about the fac-
tual content of his statements, but what struck me 
deeply was how angry the guy is. His article was very 
insulting, and threatening to many people, including 
myself.

I look forward to meeting Mr. Lightner someday 
on the trail and to see if he can be talked down a 
notch or two by some facts.

In this country we are very fortunate to have all 
the opportunities we have for all types of recreation 
on our public lands. The public lands belong to all 
of us, not just the loudest. The Forest Service has 
been working on the TMP for five years, and the re-
sulting decision  will not please everyone if it were 
worked on for five more, which is apparently what 
Mr. Lightner desires (i.e. “we can delay things for an 
awful long time”). And why is it people get upset with 
“government not doing anything”!?

Thomas Dwyer
(retired Forest Service)

via email

In the August issue, Larry Lightner seems upset 
that only 3,334 miles within the Gila National For-
est will soon remain legally open to all-terrain, off-

road vehicles. A distance from Seattle to Miami is not 
enough, he suggests, to satisfy the needs of the ATV 
and ORV constituency.

Lightner takes swipes at hikers, environmental-
ists, and the US Forest Service in his article, imply-
ing that many such “radical” folks either “don’t like” 
or downright “hate” the presence of such motorized 
vehicles in the Gila National Forest.

This tiresome “us” versus “them” bombast isn’t 
getting us anywhere. I don’t care to rehash the de-
bate, but will call attention to two sets of stakehold-
ers Lightner neglected to mention.

Letters

Taxes, ATVs and Guns
Our readers write.

LETTERS continued on next page

11745 HWY 180 E
3 miles east of Silver City
575-388-4101

1-888-388-4101

The place to go in Silver City for your cat’s and dog’s 
boarding, grooming, dietary and training needs.

www.misamigospetcare.com

 pick up some training tips by visiting our Facebook page— 
Mis Amigos Pet Care or by dropping by Mis Amigos 

September is Responsible Dog 
Ownership Month. 

Check out our website and Facebook 
page for tips and classes.

I need a bath!
Call for  a grooming
appointment today!

Punkie 
Garretson

owner

575-388-1737
218 N. Bullard

Historic Downtown Silver City

Consignments 
Encouraged

Open 
7 days a week

Blackwell’s
Antiques & Gifts

Fall 
is 

Fair 
Time!

GILA HIKE & BIKE
Adventure Down!

Corner of College & Bullard  
Open 7 days a week    575-388-3222

back to school specials!
WNMU Students, Faculty & Sta�

Mention this ad and get 
10% o� the bike of your dreams!
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The Gila belongs to all US citizens, not simply 
those who live near it and use it for recreation. Pub-
lic lands—including national forests, BLM lands, na-
tional monuments and national parks—are managed 
for the benefit of the more than 316 million Ameri-
cans who do not live in New Mexico. Stewardship is 
on behalf of everyone, since we each hold an equal 
share of ownership.

The wild plants and animals on our public lands 
are stakeholders, too. In my opinion, consideration 
must be given to how human activities impact their 
lives. Some critters shy away from motorized vehi-
cles—as well as hikers, hunters, fishers, equestrians 
and cyclists. Certain plants don’t like being stepped 
on, run over, or forced to compete with invasive 
plants whose seeds are scattered by tires, hooves 
and feet.

We are stewards for everything that lives in the 
Gila, as well as its soil, water and air.

Balancing competing interests on our public lands 
deserves a thoughtful, rational and respectful meet-
ing of hearts and minds. Larry Lightner does a disser-
vice to your readers by resorting to narrow-minded 
vilification and name-calling.

Richard Mahler
Silver City

Gunboat Diplomacy

Thanks for your editorial “The Children’s Cru-
sade” (Editor’s Notebook, August). In the 
1950s I read a book written by a General Butler 

(USMC Retired) entitled War Is a Racket. He recited 
his first-hand experiences and observations of our 
government’s gunboat diplomacy in the early 1900s. 
It squared very well with your observations about 
our activities later in history.

Over the years since, I’ve had the opportunity 
to talk with several dozen people who also recited 
first-hand experiences and observations. These folks 
were either in the Peace Corps or were long-term 
missionary types dealing with real Christian minis-
tries in Latin America, Asia and Africa. They con-
firmed Butler’s observations as still being true in the 
years since.

However, these activities are absent in our major 
news media and school history texts, so our popula-
tion remains in the dark. The only reason we are not 
universally detested for our government and corpo-
rate ruthlessness is the presence of the other Ameri-
cans in genuine, kind efforts to heal the damage our 
leaders so callously cause.

So thanks again for being the exception to our 
media norm of “report no evil if Wall Street does it”!

Charles Clements
Las Cruces

Firearms Facts

Whenever somebody (in this case Larry 
Lightner in “Just the Facts,” Ramblin’ 
Outdoors, August) peddles bullshit as 

chocolate ice cream, I have to put a halt to it. His 
article was nothing more than a litany of NRA talk-
ing points about claw hammers and knitting needles 
causing more deaths than guns so, therefore, ban 
knitting needles, etc. It also is a refrain from Joe 
the Plumber’s recent spouting, which was the fol-
lowing: “Your dead kid doesn’t trump my Second 
Amendment Rights.”

Wow. Some sympathy there. I’ll send him an invi-
tation to the funeral.

But let’s get something clear: Deaths by guns in 
America aren’t the 8,583 as attributed in his article 
from his FBI source posted on a pro-gun website. 
There are 31,700 men, women, children, gangbangers, 
nurses, police officers, neighbors, bystanders, bus 
stop attendees, you name it. And it isn’t the claptrap 
argument that we should “ban cooking knives,” etc. 
as is often thrown around (from a law in Great Brit-
ain); it’s that we have a love affair with violence and 
the instruments of violence such that we have the 
most gun-related deaths of any advanced democracy 
in the world.

Here’s the data: abcnews.go.com/blogs/
health/2013/09/19/u-s-has-more-guns-and-gun-
deaths-than-any-other-country-study-finds. Look for 
yourself.

Guns and the accompanying paraphernalia are 
nothing more than a sexual fetish hiding behind a 
false principle of self-protection. We, as a nation, are 
not safer or saner by their presence.

Richard Earnheart
Silver City

Spoiler Alert!

I enjoyed your article on “spoilers” (Continental 
Divide, July).

I remember a long time ago when I walked by 
a theater and saw that a movie called Citizen Kane 
was about to start. I don’t know why but I hadn’t 
heard of the movie (maybe I did grow up under a 
rock). I decided to go in and buy a ticket. I had the 
pleasure of figuring out the movie was about Hearst 
and learning the meaning of “Rosebud” when I was in 
the theater. I had the aha moment—“I bet this movie 
is about William Randolph Hearst”—when Kane was 
building a palace.

I watched The Crying Game on its first day of re-
lease so I didn’t know ahead of time its buried secret. 
Later I was glad I saw it before the Siskel and Ebert 
review came out (I had trouble keeping them straight 
and don’t remember which one blabbed and which 
one scolded).

But sometimes there are disadvantages of going 
into a show without knowing a little about the movie. 
Once a cousin told me her parents saw There’s Some-
thing About Mary. That movie-going experience 
ended up making them unhappy. As my cousin was 
talking I couldn’t help visualize what it must have 
been like for my staid and conservative aunt and un-
cle to be sitting in the middle of a laughing and rau-
cous audience watching what many reviewers have 
termed “sophomoric” humor.

Lately I have been careful when reading reviews 
of new movies. I will skim enough to get a broad idea 
of what a movie is about and who the stars and direc-
tors are, but not read any more to avoid any spoilers.

Elaine Carlson
Silver City k

Let us hear from you! Write Desert Exposure 
Letters, PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, or 
email letters@desertexposure.com. Letters are 

subject to editing for style and length (maximum 
500 words, please), and must be in response to 

content that has appeared in our pages. Deadline 
for the next issue is the 18th of the month.

LETTERS continued

Wednesday-Friday 1-4, Saturday 9-1

Donate your vehichle! 
Old or new, ReStore will take it.

Join us on Saturdays 11:00-1:00 for 
$1 hot dogs and $3 hamburgers!

ReStore acccepts new and and 
gently used building materials, 

appliances, furniture, and 
household items. All 

proceeds go towards 
a�ordable housing 

in Grant County. 

Please—We Need New Owners!
Signed, The Houses

"ASK THE EXPERT"

TIM DONOVAN
LA PALOMA REAL ESTATE

CELL: (575) 534-7955 | O: (575)-536-3865 | F: (575)-536-9787
PO Box 370~3516 Hwy 35~Mimbres, NM 88049

Email:  Tim@LaPalomaRE.com
Website: www.LaPalomaRe.com

I have custom details 
throughout including a massive 

stone fireplace & cathedral 
ceilings. Relax on my covered 
porch and deck, and in my hot 
tub! I am situated on approxi-
mately 10 acres in the secluded 

Feeley subdivision on the N 
Fork of Little Walnut; US 

Forest borders one side of the 
property. There is a dog run for 

your canine family members 
and a barn with plenty of room 
for the horses. Buy me and ride 

off into the sunset every day!
MLS#31268      $264,900    

I am a very charming passive 
solar adobe home on 10+ acres 
on the Mimbres River. Beamed 
ceilings, a 2-story fireplace, a 
country kitchen, and amazing

views through my 10-foot living 
room windows are just a few of 
my considerable amenities. My 

outdoor features include a 
covered porch, a greenhouse/ 
workshop, RV access, and an 

irrigation ditch with water rights 
for your garden. Please make me 

your country retreat 
on the river!

MLS#31369         $299,000       

House Sitter Available
• Excellent plant and animal care
• All services as needed
• Cleaning and deep cleaning 
   upon request

Excellent references, reasonable rates.            
Call Priya at (505) 473 9950 

On our website at 
www.desertexposure.com 

• Contents of every new issue
• Searchable back issues from January 2005 on
• Complete restaurant, gallery and other guides

• Clickable events calendar
• Absolutely free—no subscription fees!

• No annoying pop-up ads

Wherever you go, Desert Exposure is only a click away!

Online at 
www.scribd.com/desertexposure

• Complete issues just as they appear in print
• Read Desert Exposure on your iPad or other tablet, laptop or 
computer. Now easier than ever—no downloading required, 

just an Internet connection.
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100 Hikes • Linda Ferrara

Winging It
Hiking Tadpole Ridge with birder Brian Dolton.

This hike is for the birds!
Earlier this year I 

contacted the local 
Audubon Society about a hike 
related to birding. I was soon 
in touch with Brian Dolton, a 
53-year-old Englishman who 
is the Field Trip Coordina-
tor. He has been interested 
in birding since he was a wee 
lad growing up in an English 
village where he walked the 
moorlands. For the past five 
years he has lived just north of Silver City, where he 
and his wife, Robin, enjoy hiking and birding.

We first did a hike on Signal Peak just days before 
the Signal Peak fire and the trail that Brian had cho-
sen turned out to be right in the fire’s path. Our sec-
ond outing was in early June when we drove up Hwy. 
15. During these two hikes I learned a lot about bird-
ing. The first thing I learned was that I was calling it 
by a common misnomer: bird watching. The hobby 
is as much about listening and knowing locations as 
it is about watching, ergo: birding.

I was curious about why we were heading into the 
mountains, since I thought that the best place to find 
birds was near water. Brian explained (using that de-
lightful accent), “Of course water is a good place to 
find birds, but the beauty of the mountains is it gives 
one the opportunity to gain altitude. You see, this is 
an excellent chance to view birds that spend much of 
their time atop trees.”

Brian showed me a new addition to his birding 
gear: an iPad with an app that is an encyclopedia of 
birds that actually has bird songs and calls so you 
can instantly verify what you are hearing, and verify 
sightings using photographs and much more.

Name: Tadpole Ridge
Distance: Variable
Difficulty: Moderate to difficult
Directions: Starting at the intersection of Hwy. 

15 and 32nd Street in Silver City, drive north on Hwy. 
15 for 13.7 miles to the turn-off for Meadow Creek. 
Park here and walk across Hwy. 15 and walk up the 
dirt road you see there.

Hike Description: This is an upward trek to-
wards Scott Peak and beyond. You will travel through 
pine forests and open areas with loose rocks. At the 
0.27-mile mark, you will see a cairn on the left. This 
is the trail that goes down to the Signal Peak parking 
area on Hwy. 15 (right near the cattle guard). Con-
tinue ahead uphill through the trees. At about the 
0.57-mile mark, you will start seeing views of Scott’s 
Peak. Look back at Signal Peak behind you and view 
parts of the May 2014 fire area.

If you go far enough, you will observe maple trees 
and even farther up is a stock 
pond. This hike is a good one for 
observing succession vegetation 
from old fires (the aspens, ferns 
and oaks are all examples), as 
they are visible on many of the 
mountains around you, both near-
by and far in the distance. When 
ready, return the way you came.

Notes: Along the way, we iden-
tified several bird species includ-
ing: five turkey vultures, a broad-
tailed hummingbird, a northern 

flicker, a western wood-pe-
wee and an American robin. I 
was first to see an olive-sided 
flycatcher, to which Brian ex-
claimed, “Well spotted, well 
done!” It was a great introduc-
tory hike for a person new to 
birding. Now when I go on a 
hike, I am much more aware 
of the sounds of the birds and 
I thank Brian for that.

Can you give us a “Be-
ginner’s Guide to Birding”?

1. Your best chance of viewing the most birds is 
early morning.

2. A set of decent binoculars is a must.
3. Get a pocket-sized bird identification book. 

(Brian recommends The Sibley Field Guide to Birds 
of Western North America by David Sibley.)

4. Get a bird checklist (available for purchase 
through the Southwestern New Mexico Audubon 
Society).

5. Attend Audubon field trips.
6. Join the Audubon Society (either national or lo-

cal chapter)
 
Tell us more about the Southwestern New 

Mexico Audubon Society: Check out their web-
site at www.swnmaudubon.org, or contact president 
Nancy Kaminski at artemis19492014@gmail.com, or 
membership coordinator Terry Timme at swnmaudu-

bon@gmail.com, 
(575) 534-0457. 
The group 
has field trips, 
usually on the 
first Saturday 
of the month, 
a presentation 
meeting on the 
first Friday of 
the month at 
WNMU’s Har-
lan Hall (12th 
and Alabama 

Streets) at 7 p.m., and a “Birds and Brews” event on 
the fourth Thursday of the month at Little Toad Creek, 
Bullard and Broadway in Silver City, at 5:15 p.m. De-
tails on the field trips and meetings are in The Ravens 
newsletter published five times a year. It is available 
on the website or various locations around town. An-
nual membership is $15. You do not need to be a mem-
ber to attend any of these events.

In closing, I found Brian to be a first-rate hiking 
partner because he was knowledgeable not only 
about birds but about all things fauna and flora. It 

occurred to me that he would be equally comfortable 
in a science lab as he would be in a computer lab.

Please tell me I didn’t say “Bloody good show, 
mate!” to him when we parted ways! k

To read more about Linda Fer-
rara’s 100-hike challenge, check 

out her blog at 100hikesina-
year.wordpress.com. See a new 
collection of her previous 100 
Hikes columns at www.desert-

exposure.com/100hikes.

In the House or In the Barn…

Free Consultation • Insured • Bonded 

Frumpy Fox LLC

575-313-0690
www.frumpyfox.net • Silver City, NM    

Frumpy Fox LLC

Petsitting 

the bikeworks
a community bicycle workshop

815 E. 10th St. 
Th: 3pm-7pm Fri: 6-8pm  

Sat: RIDE10am-2pm, 2pm-5pm

820 N. Bullard St
Wed. & Thurs.
10am-5pm      

Earn-a-Bike 
Thursdays 

Main (Root) Shop Branch Shop

388-1444

Join us on our weekly
 bike ride 

Saturday 10am-2pm. 
Bikes available.

Now offering 
Affordable Electric Bikes

Donation drop off center
All donations are tax-deductible

"All Bikes are 20% off
 in September!"

See my listings at www.colleensilvercityrealestate.comSee my listings at www.colleensilvercityrealestate.com

110 E. 11th St.
Silver City, NM

Colleen Stinar
(575) 574-5451
cstinar@gmail.com

Lovely home on 5 acres 
adjoins National Forest. 

4 BR 3 bath, great 
views and outdoor 

living space. 
MLS 31443 
$575,000. 

Immaculate home 
with updated kitchen, 

3br, 2 bath on 
Manhattan Park Drive. 

MLS 30077
only $89,899.

MAMA BREE’S
HOUSE-SITTING SERVICE

Giving you peace of mind while
Caring for you Home, Pets, and Plants

BREE
575-534-9371
mamabrees25@gmail.com
Rates, Reference(s) Upon Request
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Desert Diary

War Rages Between Men and Women!
Plus signs you’re a senior citizen and deep thoughts.

Annals of auto repair… We begin on a phil-
osophical note, of sorts, with this from The 
Packrat Out Back:

“A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from 
the motor of a Harley motorcycle when he spotted a 
well-known heart surgeon in his shop. The surgeon 
was waiting for the service manager to come and 
take a look at his bike. The mechanic shouted across 
the garage, ‘Hey, Doc, can I ask you a question?’

“The surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to the 
mechanic working on the motorcycle. The mechanic 
straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, 
‘So, Doc, look at this engine. I open its heart, take the 
valves out, fix ’em, put ’em back in, and when I finish, 
it works just like new. So how come I get such a small 
salary and you get the really big bucks, when you and 
I are doing basically the same work?’

“The surgeon paused, smiled and leaned over, and 
whispered to the mechanic: ‘Try doing it with the en-
gine running.’”

Losing the battle of the sexes… Next we 
move on to a bumper crop of dispatches from 
the front lines of the gender wars, starting with 

this litany of “Man Rules” from GeeRichard:
“We always hear ‘the rules’ from the female side. 

Now here are the rules from the male side!
“Men are NOT mind readers.
“Learn to work the toilet seat. You’re a big girl. If 

it’s up, put it down. We need it up, you need it down. 
You don’t hear us complaining about you leaving it 
down.

“Crying is blackmail.
“Ask for what you want. Let us be clear on this 

one: Subtle hints do not work! Strong hints do not 
work! Obvious hints do not work! Just say it!

“Yes and no are perfectly acceptable answers to 
almost every question.

“Come to 
us with a prob-
lem only if you 
want help solv-
ing it. That’s 
what we do. 
Sympathy is 
what your girl-
friends are for.

“ A n y t h i n g 
we said six 
months ago is 
inadmissible in 
an argument. 
In fact, all com-
ments become 
null and void 
after seven 
days.

“If you think 

you’re fat, you probably are. Don’t ask us.
“If something we said can be interpreted two 

ways and one of the ways makes you sad or angry, 
we meant the other one.

“You can either ask us to do something or tell us 
how you want it done. Not both. If you already know 
best how to do it, just do it yourself.

‘Whenever possible, please say whatever you have 
to say during commercials.

“Christopher Columbus did NOT need directions 
and neither do we.

“ALL men see in only 16 colors, like Windows 
default settings. Peach, for example, is a fruit, not a 
color. Pumpkin is also a fruit. We have no idea what 
mauve is.

“If we ask what is wrong and you say ‘nothing,’ we 
will act like nothing’s wrong. We know you are lying, 
but it is just not worth the hassle.

“If you ask a question you don’t want an answer 
to, expect an answer you don’t want to hear.

“When we have to go somewhere, absolutely any-
thing you wear is fine. REALLY.

“Don’t ask us what we’re thinking about unless 
you are prepared to discuss such topics as baseball 
or motor sports.

“You have enough clothes.
“You have too many shoes.
“I am in shape. Round IS a shape!
“Thank you for reading this. Yes, I know, I have to 

sleep on the couch tonight. But did you know men 
really don’t mind that? It’s like camping.”

Then there’s this yarn from Glenn:
“A judge was interviewing a woman regarding her 

pending divorce. He asked, ‘What are the grounds for 
your divorce?’

“She replied, ‘About four acres and a nice little 
home in the middle of the property with a stream 
running by.’

“‘No,’ he said, ‘I mean what is the foundation of 
this case?’

“‘It is made of concrete, brick and mortar,’ she re-
sponded.

“‘I mean,’ he continued, ‘what are your relations 
like?’

“‘I have an aunt and uncle living here in town, and 
so do my husband’s parents.’

“He said, ‘Do you have a real grudge?’
“‘No,’ she replied, ‘we have a two-car carport and 

have never really needed one.’
“‘Please,’ he tried again, ‘is there any infidelity in 

your marriage?’
“‘Yes, both my son and daughter have stereo sets. 

We don’t necessarily like the music, but the answer 
to your question is yes.’

“‘Ma’am, does your husband ever beat you up?’
“‘Yes,’ she responded, ‘about twice a week he gets 

up earlier than I do.’

“Finally, in frustration, the judge asked, ‘Lady, why 
do you want a divorce?’

“‘Oh, I don’t want a divorce,’ she replied. ‘I’ve nev-
er wanted a divorce. My husband does. He said he 
can’t communicate with me.’”

Briefly, next, from CharlesC:
“A recent study has found that women who carry 

a little extra weight live longer than the men who 
mention it.”

And finally, yes, this from Ned Ludd really does 
fit the category:

“A 16-year-old boy came home with a new Chev-
rolet Avalanche and his parents began to yell and 
scream, ‘Where did you get that truck?!’ He calmly 
told them, ‘I bought it today.’

“‘With what money?’ demanded his parents. They 
knew what a Chevrolet Avalanche cost.

“‘Well,’ said the boy, ‘this one cost me just $15.’ So 
the parents began to yell even louder: ‘Who would 
sell a truck like that for $15?’

“‘It was the lady up the street,’ said the boy. “I 
don’t know her name—they just moved in. She saw 
me ride past on my bike and asked me if I wanted to 
buy a Chevrolet Avalanche for $15.’

“‘Oh my goodness!’ moaned the mother. ‘She must 
be a child abuser. Who knows what she will do next? 
John, you go right up there and see what’s going on.’ 
So the boy’s father walked up the street to the house 
where the lady lived and found her out in the yard 
calmly planting petunias. He introduced himself as 
the father of the boy to whom she had sold a new 
Chevrolet Avalanche for $15 and demanded to know 
why she did it.

“‘Well,’ she said, ‘this morning I got a phone call 
from my husband. I thought he was on a business 
trip, but learned from a friend he had run off to Ha-
waii with his mistress and really doesn’t intend to 
come back. He claimed he was stranded and needed 
cash, and asked me to sell his new Chevrolet Ava-
lanche and send him the money.

“So I did.’”

Share your dispatches from the gender wars, or 
just your favorite funnies. Send to diary@desertex-
posure.com.

You’re only as old as you feel… Stick 
with this longish yarn from the Silver City 
Greek—it’s worth it:

“‘$5.37!’ That’s what the kid behind the counter at 
Taco Bell said to me. I dug into my pocket and pulled 
out some lint and two dimes and something that used 
to be a Jolly Rancher. Having already handed the kid a 
five-spot, I started to head back out to the truck to grab 
some change when the kid with the Elmo hairdo said 
the hardest thing anyone has ever said to me. He said, 
‘It’s OK. I’ll just give you the senior-citizen discount.’

“I turned to see who he was talking to and then 
heard the sound of change hitting the counter in 
front of me. ‘Only $4.68,’ he said cheerfully.

“I stood there stupefied. I am 63, not even begin-
ning to get old yet! A mere child! Senior citizen? I 
took my burrito and walked out to the truck wonder-
ing what was wrong with Elmo. Was he blind?

Postcards from the edge… Going places? Take 
along a copy of Desert Exposure and snap a photo 
of yourself holding it “on location”—like Paul Rich-
ardson, shown here with son Ben in St. Pete Beach, 
Florida.

Cissy McAndrew
Associate, EcoBroker®

& GREEN Realtor
(c) 575-538-1337
(o) 800-827-9198

CissyMcAndrew@gmail.com 
www.SilverCityTour.com

414 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM 88061

"Your personal connection 
to Southwest New Mexico"

2012 Realtor of the YearPRIVATE FOREST RETREAT
Custom energy e�cient 3 bedrm, 2 
bath, mountain home with easy access. 
Sunroom, Southwest �nishes and 10 
acres. MLS#30961 $349,500 

HISTORIC DISTRICT
Close to the University and Downtown, 
this 3 bedrm, 2 bath includes an 
attached mother-in-law/rental unit. 
MLS#31071 $227,500

MIMBRES VALLEY
Great views and bright home with 
beamed and vaulted ceilings, 2 large 
bedrooms, 1.75 baths, and 2 fenced 
acres. MLS#31416 $122,900

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION...
REDUCEDREDUCED
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“As I sat in the truck, my blood began to boil. Old? 
Me? I’ll show him, I thought. I opened the door and 
headed back inside. I strode to the counter, and there 
he was waiting with a smile. Before I could say a 
word, he held up something and jingled it in front of 
me, like I could be that easily distracted! What am I 
now? A toddler?

“‘Dude! Can’t get too far without your car keys, 
eh?’

“I stared with utter disdain at the keys. I began to 
rationalize in my mind: Leaving keys behind hardly 
makes a man elderly! It could happen to anyone!

“I turned and headed back to the truck. I slipped the 
key into the ignition, but it wouldn’t turn. What now? I 
checked my keys and tried another. Still nothing.

“That’s when I noticed the purple beads hang-
ing from my rear-view mirror. I had no purple beads 
hanging from my rear-view mirror. Then, a few other 
objects came into focus: The car seat in the back 
seat. Happy Meal toys spread all over the floorboard. 
A partially eaten doughnut on the dashboard.

“Faster than you can say ginkgo biloba, I flew out 
of the alien vehicle. Moments later I was speeding 
out of the parking lot, relieved to finally be leaving 
this nightmarish stop in my life.

“That is when I felt it, deep in the bowels of my 
stomach: hunger! My stomach growled and churned, 
and I reached to grab my burrito, only it was no-
where to be found.

“I swung the truck around, gathered my courage, 
and strode back into the restaurant one final time. 
There Elmo stood, draped in youth and black nail 
polish. All I could think was, ‘What is the world com-
ing to?’ All I could say was, ‘Did I leave my food and 
drink in here’? At this point I was ready to ask a Boy 
Scout to help me back to my vehicle, and then go 
straight home and apply for Social Security benefits.

“Elmo had no clue. I walked back out to the truck, 
and suddenly a young lad came up and tugged on my 
jeans to get my attention. He was holding up a drink 
and a bag. His mother explained, ‘I think you left this 
in my truck by mistake.’ I took the food and drink 
from the little boy and sheepishly apologized.

“She offered these kind words: ‘It’s OK. My grand-
father does stuff like this all the time.’

“All of this is to explain how I got a ticket doing 85 
in a 40-mph zone. Yes, I was racing some punk kid in 
a Toyota Prius. And no, I told the officer, I’m not too 
old to be driving this fast.

“As I walked in the front door, my wife met me 
halfway down the hall. I handed her a bag of cold 
food and a $300 speeding ticket. I promptly sat in my 

rocking chair and covered up my legs with a blankey. 
The good news was that I had successfully found my 
way home.”

Kids say the darnedest things… Skip this 
one from Pop if you’re easily offended. But 
you’ll be sorry:

“A teacher was using Life Saver candy to teach 
colors to her young class. The students began to 
identify the flavors by their color:

“Red = Cherry
“Yellow = Lemon
“Green = Lime
“Orange = Orange.
“Finally, the teacher gave them all a Honey Life 

Saver. None of the children could identify the taste. 
The teacher said, ‘I will give you all a clue. It’s what 
your mother may sometimes call your father.’

“One little girl looked up in horror, spat her Life 
Saver out and yelled, ‘Spit them out! They’re ass-holes!’”

Scandihoovian style… This one, also just a lit-
tle, er, edgy, was shared by The Santa Claran, 
who says she is married to a Swede:

“Late one night, a pregnant Lena woke Ole and 
said, ‘I tink it’s time!’ So Ole fired up the John Deere 
tractor and took her to the hospital to have their first 
baby. She had a little boy, and the doctor looked over 
at Ole and said, ‘A son! Ain’t dat great!’ Well, Ole got 
excited by this, but just then the doctor spoke up and 
said, ‘Hold on! We ain’t finished yet!’ The doctor held 
up a little girl: ‘Hey, Ole! You got you a daughter! She’s 
a pretty little ting, too.’ 

“Ole got kind of puzzled by this, and then the doc-
tor said, ‘Holey moley, Ole, we still ain’t done yet!’ 
The doctor then delivered another boy. Ole was flab-
bergasted by this news!

“A couple of days later, Ole brought Lena and their 
three children home in the self-propelled combine. 
He was real serious and he asked Lena, ‘How come 
we got t’ree on the first try?’

“Lena said, ‘You remember dat night we ran out of 
Vaseline and you vent out in the garage and got dat 
dere 3-in-1 Oil?’

“Ole said, ‘Yeah, I do. Uffda! It’s a dam good ting I 
didn’t get the WD-40!’”

Pondering the imponderable… Finally, some 
deep thoughts courtesy of GeraldH:

“Why isn’t the number 11 pronounced onety-
one?

“If four out of five people SUFFER from diarrhea, 
does that mean that one out of five enjoys it?

“Why do croutons come in airtight packages? 
Aren’t they just stale bread to begin with?

“If people from Poland are called Poles, then why 
aren’t people from Holland called Holes?

“If a pig loses its voice, is it ‘disgruntled’?
“Why is a person who plays the piano called a pia-

nist, but a person who drives a racecar is not called 
a racist?

“If it’s true that we are here to help others, then 
what exactly are the others here for?

“If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen de-
frocked, then doesn’t it follow that electricians can 
be delighted, musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, 
models deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and dry 
cleaners depressed?

“If Fed Ex and UPS were to merge, would they 
call it Fed UP?

“Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee breaks?
“What hair color do they put on the driver’s licens-

es of bald men?
“I thought about how mothers feed their babies 

with tiny little spoons and forks, so I wondered what 
do Chinese mothers use? Toothpicks?

“Why do they put pictures of criminals up in the 
Post Office? What are we supposed to do, write to 
them? Why don’t they just put their pictures on the 
postage stamps so the mailmen can look for them 
while they deliver the mail?” k

The postman can also deliver your favorite an-
ecdotes, jokes, puns and tall tales, addressed to 

Desert Diary, PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, 
or email diary@desertexposure.com. The best 

submission each month gets 
a Desert Exposure mouse 

pad, scientifically proven to 
take the strain out of email-
ing jokes to Desert Diary.

G

Postcards from the edge… Our second reader photo 
comes from Janet Wolfe of Deming, “holding up the 
world in front of the library of the Collin College 
Campus in Plano, Texas. Since the world is so large, 
it takes a great deal of responsibility and effort to 
hold it up. I was there for my son’s graduation—with 
three associate degrees in computer science plus 
being cum laude—from Collin College.”

Whether you’re hitting the beach or celebrating 
hitting the books, snap a picture of yourself hold-
ing a copy of your favorite publication (ahem, that 
would be Desert Exposure) and send it to PO Box 
191, Silver City, NM 88062, or diary@desertexpo-
sure.com.

Two amazing building lots in Silver Acres.  Total of 
2.46 acres.  Can be bought separately.  All these lots 
need are your building plans for that amazing 
home.  Near Golf Course and Close to Town. 
Individual lots are 1.5 acres MLS 31439 $28,400 
and .96 acres MLS 31438 $15,100.

This a great home for the money. Seller will give 
$5000.00 allowance. Bring your animals to this .65 
acres. House is a double wide with a tag. Home is 
huge. Owners have done many upgrades already.

Horse lovers? This place is a must see. 4 bedroom 
3 bath home on 1.8 acres with awesome horse facility, 
tack room and hay storage. Driveway designed for big 
trailers. Pipe fencing views of mountains from front. 
Close to National Forest Trails. All of this and owner 
will consider financing also.

Nestled near the Burro mountains and National Forest 
is this wonderful 2 bedroom 1 bath site built home. 
Home sits on 5+ acres with easy highway access. 
Property is located between Silver City and Lordsburg 
off Highway 90.

MLS 31129 $120,000

MLS 31245 $95,000

MLS 30884 $217,000

MLS 31437  $43,500

• Southwestern Jewelry 
• Rock Hounding 

gear and books
• Mineral Specimens

• Beading supplies
• Free Mineral 

Museum

Unique 
Gifts

1805 Little
Walnut Rd.
Silver City,
NM 88061

575.538.9001 • royalsceptergems@yahoo.com

Call or email Cindy (575-538-2284) 
for directions and Information.

 sneezeweeds@gmail.com

Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting 
fabric, batting and Gutterman threads 

Sewing machine repair and 
long arm quilting
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Life in a state of nature: Readers continue to share their snapshots 
of the critters they see in our “Southwest zoo.” Judy Murphy writes 
of her roadrunner picture: “I had just refilled the bird seed and finch 
seed when this little gentleman showed up for dinner. We had seen a 
pair walk down the street, but this was the first time he had visited the 
yard.”

And Dennis 
Lane shares 
this photo of 
a Mexican 
spotted owl: 
“While hiking 

in the Gila this spring, I came upon the most beautiful 
and somewhat rare owl we have in the Gila. They 
are often heard but rarely seen. It was actively hunt-
ing in the early morning when I saw it; they normally 
hunt in the dead of night. What a thrill!”

Share your own photos of local creatures great 
and small. Send to editor@desertexposure.com or 
mail to PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062. k

Tumbleweeds • Donna Stevens & Dutch Salmon

Wild Anniversaries
The Gila River Festival makes a splash for its 10th anniversary, Sept. 18-21.

Once in a while you just have to go a little wild, 
and this is one of those times. The “call of the 
wild” seems to be hard-wired into each of 

us, whether we acknowledge it or not. Fortunately, 
Americans have plenty of healthy, invigorating plac-
es where we can go wild—our nation’s officially des-
ignated wilderness areas. In 2014, we commemorate 
two momentous wilderness milestones: the Wilder-
ness Act’s 50th anniversary and the Gila Wilderness 
Area’s 90th anniversary.

It’s also the 10th anniversary of the Gila River 
Festival, which will be held Sept. 18-21 in Silver City 
and surrounding areas, with the theme, “Celebrating 
America’s First Wilderness River.” Many of our na-
tion’s greatest rivers have been dammed, diverted, or 
otherwise altered for economic benefit. Yet our free-
flowing Gila River has survived multiple attempts to 
dam, divert and constrain its flow. 

The protection of wilderness areas isn’t just a for-
tuitous happenstance. These areas are the fruits of 
the foresight and perseverance of many visionaries, 
such as Aldo Leopold, for whom Silver City’s public 
charter school is named. Leopold came to the South-
west in 1909 to begin his career with the Forest Ser-
vice. Initially an enthusiastic proponent of logging, 
grazing and other extractive uses of the Gila National 
Forest, in just a few years Leopold witnessed much 
forest degradation.

When Leopold first conceived the idea of perma-
nently protecting wilderness, he determined that 
there were six roadless areas in the Southwest of 
500,000 acres or more that qualified as wilderness. 
By 1920, the headwaters of the Gila River in New 
Mexico was the only large, wild, unroaded place 
left; the other five were already given over to de-
velopment. In 1924, Leopold’s last wild place in the 
Gila National Forest, now known as the Gila and 
Aldo Leopold Wilderness Areas, was designated as 
the nation’s—indeed, the world’s—first officially 
protected wilderness area. Leopold wisely said, 
“[Wilderness] will be much easier and cheaper to 
preserve, by forethought… than to create it after it 
is gone.”

Since this designation was administrative only, 
wilderness advocates feared it could be reversed by 
a future Forest Service chief or president. The Wil-
derness Society, under Bob Marshall and then How-
ard Zahniser, helped shape the Forest Service’s poli-
cies on wilderness designation and management 
and pressed for the passage of the Wilderness Act. 
Zahniser believed that “we have a profound funda-
mental need for areas of the earth where we stand 
without our mechanisms that make us immediate 
masters over our environment.” President Lyndon 
B. Johnson signed the Wilderness Act into law on 
Sept. 3, 1964.

Wilderness designation is the highest form of pro-
tection for public land, and must be approved by an 

act of Congress. No roads, vehicles or permanent 
structures are allowed in wilderness, and activities 
such as logging or mining are prohibited. Wilderness 
areas provide habitat for wildlife and imperiled spe-
cies, filter and clean our air, protect watersheds that 
provide us with clean drinking water, boost local 
economies with tourism and recreation dollars, and 
give us outstanding places to recreate and to escape 
the stresses of the modern, noisy world.

The Gila River’s headwaters arise in the Gila Wil-
derness, so the Gila is truly the nation’s first wilder-
ness river. But the Gila River currently does not have 
the protections afforded by the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act, the Wilderness Act’s “sister” leg-
islation. In fact, the nation’s first designated Wild and 
Scenic River is not the Gila, but the Rio Grande. 

The four-day Gila River Festival will feature 
many events about wilderness and wilder-
ness rivers. (Talks are at the WNMU Global 

Resource Center except as noted.) The keynote 
speaker is New Mexico native son Dave Foreman, 
who knows a thing or two about wilderness (Thurs-
day, 7 p.m.). While living in southwest New Mexico 
in the 1970s, Foreman helped fight the battle against 
decreasing the acreage of the Gila and Aldo Leopold 
Wilderness Areas, which was ultimately won by an 
unlikely alliance of ranchers, old-timers and conser-
vationists. Foreman worked for the Wilderness Soci-
ety, following in the footsteps of Marshall and Zahn-

10th anniversary poster, woodcut by Phillip Parotti.

BARBARA DUFFY
Associate Broker

Office: 575-388-1921 ext. 23    Cell: 575-574-2041
Toll Free: 800-368-5632 Fax: 575-388-2480 

email: barbaraduffy2@gmail.com 

Sherri D. Lyle, proprietor

534-0074 • 109 N. Bullard, Silver City, NM
Open Tues.-Sun.—11ish to 6ish ©DE

Dandelion Wish
Antiques and Consignments 

We handle Estate and 
Moving Sales.

Freeman Flooring 
in the Silver City Area 

Free Estimates—Environmentally Friendly 

call Daniel Freeman at 536-3078 

Lynne Schultz, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road
Silver City, NM 88061

eaglemailservices.com
eaglemail@apachego.com

Open 9 - 5 Mon - Fri
Ph (575) 388-1967
Fax (575) 388-1623

Serving Clients Since 1991

SILVER CITY’S UPS & FEDEX OUTLET
FOR DROPPING OFF, RECIEVING OR SENDING PACKAGES SECURELY

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

Located 1810 South Ridge Rd. next to Chevron

call…
575-538-0850

Scott Thomson
Horsemanship

Silver City, NM • (575) 388-1830
hsthomson@msn.com

“I whispered to the horse, 
trust no man in whose eyes 

you do not see yourself 
reflected as an equal.”
—Attributed to Don Vincenzo Giobbe
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104 W. Broadway • 313-2595
open 7 days  week

Alotta 
Gelato

619 N. Bullard619 N. Bullard

Sun-Th 12-9, 
Fri-Sat 12-10

534-4995

Gila Hike and Bike
Bullard 

& College

388-3222
Open Daily

315 N.
 Texas

313-5890

106 N. Bullard • 388-5472
info@syzygytile.com
www.syzygytile.com

116 N. Bullard|534-4269
M-Sat  10-5

621 N. Bullard | 388-3350
Tues-Sat 11-5, Sun 11-4

Yada Yada Yarn

106 W. Broadway • 388-1811
info@silvercitypalacehotel.com

Full Service Salon
117 E. College • 388-1636
“Look Good, Feel Better” Program

214 W. Broadway • 534-1600

Creations & Adornments

Blackwell’s 
Antiques & Gifts
218 N. Bullard | 388-1737
M-Sat 10:30-5  Sun 12-4

WESTERN STATIONERS
YOUR LOCAL, FULLY STOCKED

 OFFICE SUPPLY STORE

113 W. Broadway
538-5324

M-F 9-5, Sat 9-1

Robin & Pam Hogan
NEW LOCATION!

Sat. Breakfast: 7-10:30am, 
Lunch: 11am-2:30pm.
Sun. Breakfast: 8am-2pm. 
Weekdays: 11am-2:30pm.

Millieʻs Bake House
Serving soup, salads, sandwiches and baked goods

7am to 4:30 pm, Tues. thru Sat.
215 W. Yankie St.

575-597-BAKE (575-597-2253)

Now Serving
BREAKFAST!
Now Serving
BREAKFAST!

315 N. Bullard
388-5725

M-Sa  10-6

LEYBA & INGALLS

ARTS

SNEEZE WEEDS
STUDIO

538-2284
sneezeweeds@gmail.com

Sewing Machine
Repair & Long 
Arm Quilting

Thurs.-Sat. 10-4, Sun. 10-3

Shop Historic Downtown Silver City
Fashions for Her and the Home
The Raven’s Nest
• ACCESSORIES

• ART
• CLOTHING 

Associate, EcoBroker®
& GREEN Realtor

(c) 575-538-1337
(o) 800-827-9198

CissyMcAndrew@gmail.com 
www.SilverCityTour.com

2012 Realtor of the Year

Cissy McAndrew

414 N. Bullard

in Historic 
Downtown

Open 7 days
a week  

215 W. Broadway|388-2079
www.silverspiritgallery.com

M-Sa  11-5 & Event Sundays

Silver
Spirit
Gallery

Open 6 days 
a week
11-11 

Later on Weekends

Closed Tues.

200 N. Bullard 

LITTLE TOAD CREEK
BREWERY & DISTILLERY

Town and Country 
Thrift Store

606 N Bullard Street 
Open Wed., Fri. & Sat.
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

All volunteer
Profits benefit Community

La CocinaLa Cocina
Authentic Mexican 
Food at Its Best
201 W. College
388-8687
Mon-Sun 11-9  Free Delivery

The Marketplace
"IN THE HUB"

601 N. BULLARD • 388 2897
8000 sq. ft. of New, 

Used and Vintage Bargins
OPEN  TUES-SAT. 10:30-5:50

Holistic Therapies

508 W. Broadway 
M-F 10-5 or by appt.
575-936-9876

WWW.AVESAHOLISTICTHERAPIES.COM

REJUVENATE
RE-AWAKEN  RE-PURPOSE

RE-ALIGN
BODY  -  MIND  -  SPIRIT

www.riverranchmarket.com
575-535-2664

NEW LOCATION
  NW Corner Of 
Broadway & Bullard • 534-9323

iser. He eventually became disillusioned with the 
compromises of national environmental organiza-
tions, and co-founded the group Earth First! Always 
compelling, sometimes controversial, Dave Foreman 
attracted a standing-room-only crowd at the 2009 
Gila River Festival. 

The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, appro-
priately enough, will participate in festival events 
about wilderness. Executive Director Mark Allison 
will give a presentation on the concept of wilder-
ness rivers (Friday, 1 p.m.), and Gila Grassroots 
Organizer Nathan Newcomer will speak to the po-
tential for greater forest protections in the upcom-
ing Gila National Forest plan revisions (Friday, 2:15 
p.m.). Newcomer will lead a hike into the Gila Mid-
dle Box, a stunning stretch of the river (Saturday, 8 
a.m., Silver City Visitors’ Center); if you prefer an 
armchair wilderness experience, be sure to catch 
his virtual tour of the Gila (Thursday, noon, Silver 
City Museum Annex). 

Historian Stephen Fox’s presentation on the his-
tory and personalities behind the Wilderness Act 
(Friday, 11 a.m.) will be complemented by a Wilder-
ness Film Festival (Saturday, 1 p.m., WNMU Parotti 
Theater). Guggenheim fellow Michael Berman will 
give a presentation at a McCray Gallery opening of 
his new Gila River photos, to be followed by outdoor 
multi-media projections by Peter Bill and his film stu-
dents (Friday, 5-9 p.m.).

WNMU Professor Emeritus Dale Zimmerman will 
give a presentation on hummingbirds of the Gila 
(Thursday, 9:45 a.m.), and ornithologist Mike Fugagli 

will talk about how a river diversion may affect Gila 
Valley bird diversity and populations (Thursday, 11 
a.m.). For a graphic picture of the effects of a river 
diversion, a field trip will lead participants to poten-
tial diversion points and show how a pipeline will bi-
sect the pastoral valley and the Mogollon Box Camp-
ground (Friday, 8:30 a.m., Visitors’ Center).

As always, the festival will host guided hikes, pre-
sentations, a Monsoon Puppet Theater parade, an art 
walk, a Gila River bus tour, a kayak trip, and a Sun-
day brunch. A Gala for the Gila features live music 
by the Roadrunners and custom Gila River libations 
by Little Toad Creek Brewery (Saturday, 8 p.m., Little 
Toad Creek downtown).

Native American elder Grandfather Golden Eagle, 
Indigenous Grandmother Flordemayo and native 
New Mexican Brett Myrick will lead the creation of a 
sacred water wheel at the Gila River. At the close of 
the festival on Sunday, “eco-nun” Sister Joan Brown 
will guide an interfaith blessing of the river and the 
water wheel. (Meet at Visitors’ Center at 1 p.m. to car-
pool or at Mogollon Box Campground at 1:45 p.m.)

Go wild at the festival, and help protect the Gila, 
New Mexico’s last wild river. k

For registration, full schedule and more info, 
visit gilaconservation.org. 

Donna Stevens is director of the Upper Gila 
Watershed Alliance. Dutch Salmon is chairman of 

the Gila Conservation Coalition.

The Tumbleweeds Top 10
Who and what’s been making news from New 
Mexico this past month, as measured by men-
tions in Google News (news.google.com). Trends 
noted are vs. last month’s total hits; * indicates 
new to the list. Number in parenthesis indicates 
last month’s Top 10 rank. Immigration concerns 
pop back up, along with the hoped-for Tesla 
factory. Don’t look now, though, but mentions of 
Susana Martinez and the 2016 GOP ticket are 
on the rise, too (40 hits, #16).

1. (4) New Mexico + immigration—275 hits (▲)
2. (1) Virgin Galactic—271 hits (▲)
3. (2) Gov. Susana Martinez—231 hits (▼)
4. (3) New Mexico drought—230 hits (▲)
5. (7) New Mexico + Border Patrol—144 hits (▲)
6. (5) Sen. Tom Udall—130 hits (▼)
7. (10) New Mexico monsoon—120 hits (▲)
8. (9) Gubernatorial candidate Gary King—106 
hits (▲)
9. (-) New Mexico + Tesla—99 hits (▲)
10. (8) Sen. Martin Heinrich—94 hits (▼)
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Southwest Gardener • Vivian Savitt

With Fronds Like These…
Venerating palms in a Las Cruces garden.

A palmetto palm and crescent 
moon, emblazoned in white 
on a field of blue, proclaim 

the South Carolina flag’s affin-
ity for Arecaceae, the palm family. 
Since the flag’s symbolism alludes 
to minarets and Mecca as well, 
unfurling the banner above the 
rooftop in these parts is not advis-
able—least a cabal of ISIS recruits 
quit the Black Range for your front 
porch.

For South Carolinians, how-
ever, the flag commemorates an 
important event of the American 
Revolutionary War: a fort on Sul-
livan’s Island near Charleston 
withstood the whomp of British 
cannonballs due to “the spongy 
nature” of palmetto trunks laid 
over the structure’s sand walls.

For me, everything about 
palms is a blast, including their 
products—from dates, coconuts and açai juice to 
raffia, rattan and the cane on old chairs. And who 
cannot love their shapes, evoking both solitude and 
adventure?

Sadly, the only semblance of a 
palm growing at Ditch Cottage is 
a sago—not a palm at all, but a 
cycad. Because it has frond-like 
leaves and grows larger every 
summer on the patio, I cherish the 
plant as a palm facsimile.

A few blocks from my place, 
however, are two healthy Chinese 
windmill palms (Trachycarpus 
fortunei) that I have observed for 
years growing against a wall on 
the south side of a shady garden.

At Fort Bayard, two 25-foot-tall 
California fan palms (Washing-
tonia filifera) grow at the steam 
plant.

Although these few “palmiers” 
are better than none, I still long—
like Cleopatra—to linger in a palm 
grove.

So what do I do when I’m 
feeling palmy? Drive to Las 
Cruces with its Numero 8 

growing zone—specifically to 
Jeff Anderson’s newest garden of palms, cacti, na-
tive plants and other delights in the historic Alameda 
Train Depot neighborhood near downtown.

Anderson, the Doña Ana County extension agri-
cultural agent for agronomy and horticulture, has 
held this position for six years. His previous garden 
with its southern facade of mostly cacti was a case 

study of an evolved gardener’s plant palette. Located 
in the same neighborhood, but on a smaller lot, it was 
featured in this column back in May 2009.

The new garden on a quarter-acre of land show-
cases 125 palms—more than a dou-

bling of frond friends that now 
surround the Mediterranean-style 
house. Simply put, Anderson ven-
erates palms, but not to the exclu-
sion of many other unique tree spe-
cies that perform well in his area.

Before the garden got under-
way, the lot was tree-bare and 
weed-ridden. Essential home re-
modeling projects—including a 
new roof and windows for the 
1940 structure—postponed gar-
dening for a full year.

Nonetheless, Anderson plant-
ed one early tree purchase—a 
five-foot Montezuma cypress, 
the national tree of Mexico. Now 
the cypress, planted in 2010, is 
15 feet high and grows near the 
street edge.

“It’s a fast-growing, long-lived 
tree that enjoys the run-off from 
the water ponding area in my 
north-facing front yard,” Ander-
son says. “There are no power 

lines in the way so it has room to flourish. The even-
tual shade canopy—plus having two water conser-
vation systems on site—will help keep the utility 
bills low.”

Although many palm species in Anderson’s gar-
den are slow-growing, they will create shady groves 
in a few more years. The largest species include both 
California and Mexican fan palms. The Chilean wine 
palm that Anderson grew from seed is now one foot 
tall with a two-inch-diameter trunk.

The medium-sized specimens comprise Chinese 

Jeff Anderson’s gardening style: dense, colorful mixtures of trees and 
plants—including native species—arranged to achieve a tropical look. 
(Photo by Jeffrey L. Anderson)

In the back yard, Anderson 
installed a 1,550-gallon capacity 
water cachement tank to aid the 
garden’s irrigation needs. (Photos 
by Vivian Savitt)

Drought-hardy. but exotic, species like red Erythrina 
(below, front) and Bamboo muhly (Muhlenbergia 
dumosa, below right) add dash and texture to the 
landscape. 

Mountain Ridge Ace Hardware
3025 Highway 180 E., Silver City, NM 88061

(575) 534-0782

7:00-7:00
Mon-Sat

8:30-5:30 
Sunday

Stoves on sale!
ACE has lowered 
the price on all 
Quadra�re and 
Harman wood, 
pellet and gas 

stoves!  Come in 
today and see how 
we can warm you 

up this winter!

Don't forget our every 
day special!  

Buy any 5 reg priced 
plants and get 10% 

o� all of your plants.

Fire Hazard Removal Service
      thinning and chipping

12" industrial chipper 
protect your property

575-313-1785
P.O. Box 57, Silver City, NM 88062

demonkingbuddha@hotmail.com
Licensed (#367590), Bonded, and Insured
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windmill, Mediterranean fan and Moroccan blue 
palms. Another, the brahea armata palm, stands out 
for its powder-blue color, while the pindo palm dis-
plays feathery fronds.

The smallest palms in the Anderson garden like 
the needle (Raphidophyllum hystix) and sabal mi-
nor are among the hardiest, enduring below-zero 
temperatures. The needle palm likes shade, while 
the sabal minor can take shade or sun.

As eye-catching as the garden is, the major objec-
tive of Anderson’s street candy is to make peo-
ple grasp the diversity and wonder of plants, 

inspiring people to grow them and create beauty.
“Beauty helps neighborhoods and communities 

thrive, and changes your whole life,” Anderson says.
His color palette, designed to achieve a “tropical 

jungle look,” embellishes the bed edges with plant-
ings of low-growing spring bulbs including species of 
wild tulips (T. clusiana and T. chrysantha); in sum-
mer, you see the bright blooms of zephyranthes (rain 
lily) in pink, coral and red.

Of course, no self-respecting county extension 
agent could have a garden lacking in edibles, and An-
derson is no exception. Harvesting the fruit from his 
pindo palm, Anderson makes pineapple jelly. There 
are also fruit trees ranging from apple, pear and peach 
to fig and pomegranate. In the vegetable garden, An-
derson prefers mini-bell peppers (“less prone to sun 
burn”), eggplant, tomatoes, basil and other herbs.

The plants found throughout Anderson’s garden 
are densely planted to not only keep out weeds and 
cool roots, but also to test specimens given to him 
by friends.

Ultimately, the major reason for Anderson’s plant 
trove is that he buys plants he loves, then finds a 
place for them. Even 125 palms. k

Columnist Vivian Savitt gardens at Ditch Cottage 
in Silver City.

Palm Primer

Jeff Anderson advises that a palm takes three 
years to establish. Although palms come from 

vastly different climate zones, they all like soil 
with good drainage. Species should be grouped 
by water requirements. Anderson recommends 
the book Palms Won’t Grow Here and Other 
Myths by David A. Francko.

Comprising about 2,600 species, palms vary 
in habit, shape and leaf colors—not just the 
archetypal tall ones crowned with green fronds. 
Leaves are either palmate (hand-like) or pinnate 
(feathery). Trunks can be smooth or patterned 
with the scars of earlier leaves.

There are palms that grow in Bulgaria, but 
most range from Asia, the Americas and Aus-
tralia, to Africa. Most species are tropical and 
subtropical.

Located at the palm’s pinnacle, from which the 
crown arises, its apical bud represents the largest 
bud in all of nature. The extraction or harvesting 
of the palm’s heart or apical bud will kill the tree 
in almost all species. Although fibers and leaf 
bases protect the bud, severe cold can also kill it.

Palm flowers or inflorescence hang out from 
the side of the tree between the leaves, as on a 
date palm. Palm fruit can be as small as a berry 
or large as a coconut, and tend to be rich in fat, 
oil and wax.

Raffia palms have the largest leaves, grow-
ing to 82 feet on a trunk that can reach 50 feet 
in height. Rattan (Calamus palms) is a naturally 
renewable material mainly produced in tropical 
regions of south and southeast Asia. The core of 
the rattan can be used in making wicker furniture 
and cane.

The greatest risk to palms is habitat destruc-
tion; approximately 100 species are currently 
endangered of extinction.

The tall California fan palms growing at Fort Bayard 
are sometimes called “petticoat palms” because of 
how dead fronds attach to the trunk. This Zone 8 
palm is often seen in Las Cruces.

Palms are difficult to find in the Silver City area, al-
though several species can be grown here, including 
the Chinese windmill palm shown above. 

COUNTRY GIRLS NURSERY

 2 ½ miles south of HWY 180E
on Mountain View Road

575-313-1507
2906 Mountain View Rd.

9-5 Tues-Fri | 9-1 Sat

All plants started on site and
climatized to Southwest NM 

SUPER SALE!

Find us on

Most everything we have is on sale...
Shrubs, rose bushes, all one gallon pots and lots more.

Come on out and see it all now!!!
We will be closing for the season on September 20th. 

Thanks to all our wonderful customers for supporting us this year.
 Kendra and Sarah

Lone Mountain Natives
Join the effort to create Pollinator Friendly Gardens.
 üBuy pesticide & herbicide free nursery plants
 üPlant native for native pollinators 
 üConsult with us for a pollinator friendly garden
 üAvoid pesticide laden plants from industrial growers

Let us help with all your healthy habitat landscape needs.
At the Farmer’s Market or 538-4345 to visit our nursery.

www.lonemountainnatives.com 
Check out: www.xerces.org and www.nrcs.usda.gov/pollinators

FREE Compressed Earth Block Workshop
on Sat., Sept. 27 @258 Arenas Valley Rd.
Come experience the quick, 

efficient manufacture of
strong and durable Compressed 

Earth Blocks (CEBs) on our 
powerful press, and learn to 

easily build with earth.

Bring your lunch and prepare 
to get dirty. 9 am to 3 pm.

Call 575.535.2973 for more info.

258 Arenas Valley Rd. & 180 

in Arenas Valley

www.MuleCreekAdobe.com

575.535.2973

est 1995
1950 Hwy 180 E. (behind Aunt Judy's Attic)

Silver City, NM
575.956.3159

Open Tuesday-Saturday 9-5
Check out our blog at

www.silverheightsnursery.blogspot.com

for sale announcements, new arrivals and
local gardening advice.

Visit Old Mesilla, NM
• Antiques • Banks & ATMs • Books • Candy, Coffee & Snacks 

• Clothing & Apparel • Galleries & Fine Art • Gifts, Curios
Crafts • Furniture & Decor • Health & Personal Care 
• Jewelry • Museums • Pottery • Real Estate • Wineries

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses, 

cowboys, Native Americans & More

• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’

On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220
Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm

Sun 1 pm-5 pm, Closed Mon

2470 Calle de San Albino
(575) 524-3524

Mon-Thur & Sun 11 am -9 pm
Fri & Sat 11 am -9:30 pm

Olive Oils
Vinegars
Gourmet 

Foods

2411 Calle de San Albino
(575) 525-3100

www.therusticolivedemesilla.com

On the Plaza •(575) 647-1148
Wed-Sat 11 am -5 pm

Sun 12-5pm

Hats, Menswear, and Accessories

Want your business to be seen here?
Call Kristi at (575) 956-7552 • kristi.desertexposure@gmail.com

One Man & A Truck
Silver City • 590-3127

Commercial and Residential
Yard Services, Hauling, Tree trimming

Licensed and Insured

We do it…when we say we’ll do it!

©DE
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Last night I was on an early evening hike around 
my property, when suddenly I came upon a 
long, wide path of red ants on the move. They 

were coming from an adjacent draw in a swarm that 
was six inches wide and as far as I could see in both 
directions, and the ants were going both ways!

Since they were right on the fence line, I couldn’t 
immediately determine whether they were coming or 
going from my place. I decided to follow the long red 
line.

They headed through brush, under a clump or two 
of bear grass, up a steep bank, and under a shagbark 
juniper before ending in a pile of juniper duff.

I either found the head of the column or they were 
disappearing down a hole that was to be their new 
home. Why had they suddenly left their old home? 
Had they been driven out by ant invaders? Did the 
ant queens have a squabble and one decided to leave, 
taking all of her followers with her? 

About half, the ones heading for the hole, were car-
rying what appeared to be tiny white eggs, and there 
musta been a hundred thousand of the tiny critters.

This particular colony of ants was uniform in col-
or—a light, bright red-orange that appeared almost 
opaque. They were also uniform 
in size, being between 1/8 and 1/4 
inch in length. And that was about 
all I could tell in the fading light.

The next morning, before sun-
rise, I was out and up to the 
spot; the ant-line was gone. 

I again returned in the early af-
ternoon armed with a magnifying 
glass to try and get a good “look-
see.” I went to where I thought 
their den hole was located in the 
duff, but I couldn’t find a single ant 
in the heat of the day.

Now, having red ants on my 
mind, I trekked on over to an established red ant hill 
100 yards away, which had been on the property be-
fore I was there. This species is about double the size 
of the “new” ones, and they are darker red (maroon) 
with a lighter red abdomen. They are extremely busy 
in both the early morning and late evening, but not so 
much during the day.

But that mound seemed deserted, too; I even 
stomped on the hill trying to arouse them to no avail. 
I will say that in the nine years that I have passed by 
this colony, they have never seemed agitated at my 
presence, even when I stood right over them. In fact, 
they appear to be highly docile for their “suspected” 
species (more on that later).

So far as I know, and I’ve been all over my prop-
erty, there are only three varieties of red ants here. To 
be sure, there are a bunch of other ant species here, 
but I’m concerned with red ants for now, and what 
their potential for harm is.

I remember, early on, when I had first moved to 
New Mexico, and I was servicing a customer who 
lived on the outskirts of Lordsburg (I owned a 

carpet-cleaning business). It was a warm and sunny, 
pleasant day, and as I finished with a piece of equip-
ment, I put it on the driveway to be cleaned when I 
was totally finished.

I began cleaning the equipment, when all of a sud-
den I felt a red-hot bite, then many more upon my 
legs, arms and torso! I looked down and to my hor-

ror, my equipment and the pavement were covered in 
tiny, bright-red ants! They were swarming my sneak-
ers and jeans, too. They all were about 1/8 inch in 
length. Fire ants! Evidently, they had a home in the 
crack of the concrete.

Boy, did my lady customer laugh at my predica-
ment, offering not a whit of help. I couldn’t drop my 
jeans in her presence, so I endured, until I cleared off 
my arms and torso. I had her leave so I could clear 
the ants from my legs and used water from a hose to 
clear the equipment and pavement.

Now I wondered if my “new ants” were the dread-
ed fire ants? In the cool of the eve, I ventured back to 
the tree, armed with my trusty magnifier. They were 
out in numbers but incredibly, their color had now 
changed; now their thorax was a darker red-brown 
and their abdomen was still the same bright red-or-
ange with just a hint of creaminess or opaqueness. 

I then ventured over to the old mound and sub-
jected them to the scrutiny of the “glass.” Their head 
and thorax was a deep maroon and their abdomen 
was red. I also have two other ant hills of ants the 
same variety as these.

My question was: Are any of these the dreaded 
imported fire ant, or are they New 
Mexico’s own native fire ant that 
has also been known to swarm 
and attack both humans and pets?

So I went to the web. I soon 
learned that the imported variety 
is the number-one topic on the 
Internet when I punched up “red 
ants in New Mexico.” A descrip-
tion and pictures soon swept 
away my fears that these were the 
fiercer imported ants. Imported 
fire ants are red with a brown ab-
domen—the opposite of mine.

With that out of the way, my 
next question was: What are these 

native varieties? I obviously have three. Could they 
impose a risk? Now the waters became very murky.

First of all, there are some 240 species of known 
ant species in New Mexico! Concerning the red ones, 
I could learn very little, and I could never identify 
“mine.” 

I did learn that red ants in our state have “func-
tional” stingers. Some varieties do bite, but they do 
so to hold on while they sting their foe or prey!

Harvester ants can be red, but they can also be 
other colors, and they attack their victims with a 
painful, venomous sting, while biting, too! They 
can be as dangerous as fire ants and the colony will 
swarm if disturbed.

A further study seems to indicate that my new 
colony may very well be harvester ants; the colors 
are right.

I’m still not sure what the larger varieties are. 
Since I first began this research, another new colony 
of reds has appeared right smack dab on my hiking 
trail. They appear to be much like my original colony 
(maroon head and thorax) but a smaller size like the 
new colony. Confused yet? I am!

Now to the heart of this column: I’ve explained all 
of this because I need help in knowing what I’ve got. 
I’m appealing to you “antemologists” to write in and 
tell me what you think these species are, and if they 
indeed are harmful. Are they beneficial? I’d appreci-
ate the help!

As always, keep the sun forever at your back, the 
wind forever in your face, and 
may The Forever God bless you 
too! k

When not 
ramblin’ out-
doors, Larry 

Lightner lives 
in Silver City.

Ramblin’ Outdoors • Larry Lightner

The Mystery of the Red Ants
Following the long red line.

I looked down and 
to my horror, my 

equipment and the 
pavement were 
covered in tiny, 

bright-red ants! They 
were swarming my 
sneakers and jeans, 

too.
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A fiber arts gallery—where art meets craft

The Common Thread is a non-pro�t, volunteer run 
gallery, supporting women in southern New Mexico
The Common Thread is a non-pro�t, volunteer run 

gallery, supporting women in southern New Mexico

107 W. Broadway, Silver City
575-538-5733 |www.fiberartscollective.org

Seasonal Sale
Starting

September 27!

Private sale of 
Original Painting

by Lois Du�y

"Amigas Eternas"
acrylic on canvas, 48" x 50", $2000.

May be seen at Lois Du�y’s Studio
211C N Texas St.,  Silver City, NM 

575 313-9631
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Silver City/Grant County

The exhibit “Wilderness: Mi-
chael Berman, Anthony 
Howell and James Hemp-

hill” continues at the Silver City 
Museum, with an opportunity 
to meet the artists on Sept. 20, 
11 a.m.-noon. The show of pho-
tographs complements the “Gila 
Wild” exhibition currently show-
ing at the museum. Each pho-
tographer journeys deep into the 
landscape with a unique focus on 
the sublime nature of the awe-
inspiring and complex southwest 
wilderness.

Berman was honored with the 
Governor’s Award for Excellence 
in the Arts New Mexico-Individual 
Artist of 2012 and a Guggenheim 
Fellowship in 2008. Hemphill says of his time in the 
Gila, “I was in the burn area of the Gila Wilderness 
fires and hiked more than 200 miles there. It was a 
surreal project and the experience will stick with me 
the rest of my life.” Howell’s large-format photographs 
include early Mimbres rock panels containing numer-
ous anthropomorphic figures and zoomorphic imag-
ery. The exhibit continues through November. 312 W. 
Broadway, 538-5921, www.silvercitymuseum.org.

The grand re-opening of The Raven’s Nest in 
its new location at the corner of Broadway 
and Bullard will be Saturday, Sept. 13. Molly 

Ramolla Gallery and Hang-Em High Picture 
Framing are also in their new location, 203 N. Bul-
lard St.

Copper Quail Gallery will showcase works 
by Phoebe Lawrence, “For the Love of Clay,” Sept. 

9-Oct.8, with a reception on Sept. 14. 211A N. Texas 
at Yankie, 388-2646.

Leyba & Ingalls Arts will be featuring works 
inspired by the Gila River, by Patrick Rogers, Paul 
Hotvedt and Phillip Parotti, Sept. 18-21 during the 
Gila River Festival. 315 N. Bullard, 388-5725, www.
LeybaIngallsARTS.com.

Lois Duffy Studio will also be celebrating the 
river fest, Sept. 19-21, with works by Duffy as well 
as photos by Ann McMahon. 211c N. Texas, 313-9631, 
www.loisduffy.com.

The Wherehouse at 305 S. Texas is now open 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., with shared studio spaces 
(“SSS305”).

The Common Thread fiber-arts gallery will hold 
a seasonal sale starting Sept. 27. 107 W. Broadway, 
538-5733, www.fiberartscollective.org.

ARTS EXPOSURE continued on next page

Arts Exposure

Arts Scene
The latest area art happenings.

“Forest Fog” by James Hemphill, part of the “Wilderness” exhibit at the 
Silver City Museum.

  

Bullard & 7th Downtown Silver City 
(575) 388-3350 • yadayadayarn.com

Open Tues- Sat 11-5, Sun 11-4

Help us make room for 
new Fall yarns…

Come in for Killer 
Deals on cottons and 

cotton blends!

211A N. Texas • 575-388-2646 • Corner of Texas & Yankie in Silver City 
Open Tues-Sun 11-4

For the
LOVE OF CLAY

by

phoebe lawrence
SEPT. 9 — OCT. 8

Visit with the Artist
SUNDAY, SEPT. 14
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The Grant County Art Guild’s 29th Annual 
Purchase Prize Award Exhibit opens to the 
public with an artist reception at 5:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, Sept. 23, at the Pinos Altos Art Gallery. This 
juried show is open to all New Mexico artists and this 
year has had 65 entries accepted. The Guild’s Pinos 
Altos Art Gallery will be hung with all of the paint-
ings and the winning ribbons awarded by the time of 
the reception. The exhibit awards a $1,500 purchase 
price to the “Best in Show” winner with an additional 
$900 in prize money for other winning entries.

The judge for this year’s show is Mick Davidson 
from Tucson, an impressionist painter, schooled in the 
Russian tradition. Davidson will be offering a three-day 
workshop in Silver City on painting in all media on Sept. 
24-26. For more information call 534-2899.

The annual Purchase Prize Award Exhibit is the 
finale of the Grant County Art Guild’s season at their 
gallery located in the historic Hearst Church. The gal-
lery is open Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and major 
holidays through Oct. 5. The Purchase Prize Exhibit, 
following the reception on Sept. 23, will be open the 
following two extended weekends.

Blue Dome Gallery’s return to downtown Silver 
City is set for Oct.1, with a new show of works by 
Cece Stanford, “While I Was Waiting….” An artist’s 
reception will be held Oct. 10, 4-7 p.m. 307 N. Texas.

La Esperanza Vineyard & Winery in the Mim-
bres will host its second annual Art and Wine Ex-
travaganza on Oct. 4, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Royal John Mine 
Road, (505) 259-9523, www.laesperanzavineyard 
andwinery.com.

Las Cruces & Mesilla

The NMSU University Art Gallery presents 
“Off the Wall,” an exhibition inspired by the 
minimal wall drawings and sculptures of Sol 

LeWitt, on view through Dec. 6.​ This two-part exhibi-
tion will both trace the history of LeWitt’s relation-
ship with NMSU, as well as show the extent of his 
influence on a new generation of artists who use the 
surface of the wall as their canvas. Artists, assistants 
and students have begun a public installation pro-
cess, creating works constructed directly onto the 
gallery walls. Part performance, part exploration into 
practice and exhibition design, this group show will 
create a conversation revealing the intricate actions 

employed when creating a minimal art work. ​
In addition to the work of LeWitt, “Off the Wall” 

features the work of Allie Rex, Judith Braun, Christie 
Blizard and Nathan Green—four contemporary art-
ists from across the country who’ve traded traditional 
supportive mediums such as the canvas, panel and pa-
per for the challenge of working directly on the wall.

Related upcoming events include: “Off the Wall 
Banner Project” official opening reception, Sept. 11, 
5 p.m.; Marisa Sage gallery talk, Sept. 11, 6 p.m.; Ve-
ronica Roberts gallery talk, Sept. 25, 6 p.m.; Nathan 
Green gallery talk, Oct. 23, 6 p.m.; Nathan Green art-
ist workshop, Oct. 24, 12 p.m.; Plaque and Restora-
tion reception and Silvia Marinas gallery talk, Nov. 
6, 5 p.m. D.W. Williams Hall, University Avenue and 
Solano Drive, 646-2545, uag.nmsu.edu.

The Las Cruces Museum of Art continues 
to show “Art from Science,” an exhibition of 
digital imagery by Leigh Anne Langwell and 

Patrick Nagatani, through Oct. 11. Langwell received 
her Master of Fine Arts degree from the University 
of New Mexico in 1998 and, in a very varied career, 
worked as a medical photographer, imaging technol-
ogist and graphic artist. On display are her diverse 
creations including digital mosaics of micro land-
scapes and pieces exploring cosmology. Nagatani is 
a retired professor emeritus in the University of New 
Mexico’s Department of Art and Art History. The art-
ist exhibits three bodies of work, each informed by 
science: the US military’s nuclear program, archeol-
ogy, and uses of radiation in medicine. 491 N. Main 
St., 541-2137, www.cruces.org/museums.

The Mesquite Art Gallery welcomes Deming 
artist Brian Pottorff, beginning Sept. 4, with a recep-
tion Sept. 6, 4-6 p.m. The show runs through Sept. 
27. Newly retired from teaching math, Pottorff has 
shown sculpture in juried exhibits in Page, Flagstaff, 
El Paso and Las Cruces since 1995. In more recent 
years he moved toward flat art, he says, as befits a 
man less able to wield pieces weighing hundreds of 

ARTS EXPOSURE continued

Raul Dorn’s exhibit of new work opens at Unsettled 
Gallery on Saturday, Sept. 6.

Work by Kathy Rogers will be featured in an exhibit 
marking the grand opening of the Las Cruces Arts 
Association’s new Main Street location in the Com-
mmunity Enterprise Center.

Vicki’s Eatery
315 N. Texas • 314-5890 

Sat. Breakfast: 7-10:30am, 
Sat. Lunch: 11am-2:30pm.
Sun. Breakfast: 8am-2pm. 
Weekdays: 11am-2:30pm.

Lois Duffy Art
211C N. Texas

313-9631

Yankie Street Artists
103 W. Yankie

519-0615 

Seedboat Gallery
214 W. Yankie

534-1136
 Wed–Sat 11am-5pm or by appt.

Copper Quail Gallery
211A N. Texas

388-2646

Yankie/Texas
ART DISTRICT

Artesanos Gallery
211B  N. Texas

519-0804

Molly Ramolla 
Gallery & Framing

Corner of Broadway and Bullard
538-5538 or 654-0334
www.ramollaart.com

at the crossroads of  Yankie & Texas Streets in Historic Downtown Silver City

Vibrations Gallery
108 W. Yankie

654-4384

Four Directions Weaving
108 W. Yankie

263-3830
www.fourdirectionsweaving.com  

NEW LOCATION

New Mexico Artists Support Wounded Warriors
Black Range Artists of Southern New Mexico

announce a premier �ne art show bene�tting the 
Wounded Warrior Project

Raffles • Silent Auctions • Live Music
• Robert (Shoofly) Shufelt • Amado Pena

For more information: 
www.blackrangeart.com

October 11th through 12th
Saturday 10 to 5 and Sunday 10 to 4

Special Events Center 2300 Pine Street
Deming

Artists will converge on Deming October 9-12th to paint in the area 
between Deming and Silver City, show their works and compete 

at the Deming Special Events Center.

Is coming back to 
Yankie and Texas

Reopening
October 1, 2014

“While 
I was 

Waiting…”
by Cece Stanford

All art at 
Ursa Minor 

(303 N. Texas)
Once its moved no more sale! 20% off
Blue Dome Gallery 307 N. Texas, Silver City

“Mighty Techichi”
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Artist’s Reception
 October 10

 4-7pm
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pounds.  340 N. Mesquite St., 640-3502.
LCAA Gallery on Main presents “Art on Easels,” 

part of the Friday, Sept. 5, Downtown Ramble, from 
5-7 p.m. The exhibit marks the grand opening of the 
Las Cruces Arts Association’s new Main Street loca-
tion in the Community Enterprise Center, next to the 
Main Street Bistro. 125 N. Main St.

The Plein Air Artists are displaying their work 
in the El Paso Electric Gallery at the Rio Grande The-
atre, with a reception Sept. 5, 5-7 p.m.

At the Branigan Cultural Center, Jimmy Fike 
will lead visitors through his art, philosophy and tech-
nique in a special discussion at the opening of “J.W. 
Fike’s Photographic Survey of the Wild Edible Botani-
cals of the North American Continent” on Sept. 5 at 
5 p.m., followed by a reception until 7 p.m. The col-
lection of photographs highlighting the edible parts of 
wild plants demonstrates Fike’s interest in document-
ing local and sustainable food sources, while referenc-
ing the rich artistic history of scientific illustration. 501 
N. Main St., 541-2154, las-cruces.org/museums.

Raul Dorn’s exhibit of new work opens at Unsettled 
Gallery on Saturday, Sept. 6, with an artist’s reception 
from 4-6 p.m. The body of work presented in Dorn’s 
exhibit, “am/pm,” developed during a period in which 
the artist initiated a major life change. Dorn, a teacher 
of secondary studio art, decided to retire. “Teaching,” 
Dorn says, “had been at the core of my identity.” As the 

process unwound, he experienced the highs of antici-
pating freedom from the structure of daily classroom 
activities and anxiety from not fully knowing what 
comes next. Dorn will also be featured in a Perfor-
mance Reading on Saturday, Sept. 20, 6-7 p.m. 905 N. 
Mesquite St., 635-2285, www.unsettledgallery.com.

Works by Lisa Cavallera, “Sniffin’ Glue,” will be 
featured at Rokoko Gallery with an opening Sept. 
13, 4-6 p.m. The main medium Cavallera uses is in-
deed glue—hence the title. The show runs through 
Sept. 27. 1785 Avenida de Mercado.

The Tombaugh Gallery will present “Soul of 
Silk,” an exhibition of silk art and wearables by Las 
Cruces artist Judy Licht. The show opens Sunday, 
Sept. 14, with a reception and artist’s demonstration 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and closes Oct. 24. Licht 
draws her inspiration from the natural world, and 
is especially interested in the contrast between the 
harshness of the desert and the softness of the silk. 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 2000 S. Solano Dr., 
522-7281.

Deming

The Black Range Artists of Southern New 
Mexico has announced additional artists par-
ticipating in its multimedia fine art show to 

benefit the Wounded Warrior Project and homeless 
veterans. The show will be held Oct. 11-12 at the 
Mimbres Valley Event Center, 2300 E. Pine St., al-
though plaein air artists will begin arriving and paint-
ing throughout the region about Oct. 9.

Newly announced artists include: Tomi LaPierre 
of Las Cruces, who works with bronze sculpture and 
is qualified in forensic facial reconstruction; Cherie 
Gamboa, a Las Cruces copper artist who works with 
different gauges of sheet copper and wire while incor-
porating other metals, leather, feathers, rocks, beads 
and other elements; Greta Burger, who works with 
glass casting and metal; and Hillsboro pastel artist 
Melody Sears. 546-4650, blackrangeart.com. k

All phone numbers are area code 575 except as 
noted. Send gallery news to: events@desertexpo-

sure.com.
“Canyon Cottonwoods” by Melody Sears, who will 
be part of the Black Range Artists show in Deming in 
October.

Re�ections of an Artist
Landscape and Language: A Poet's Artist 

Poet Denise Low 
discusses how cultural and 

structural geology, painters, 
other poets, and her own 

cultural heritage in�uenced 
her to write her recent collec-
tion of poetry, Mélange Block 

(Red Mountain Press)

Thursday, October 2, 2014,  6:00pm
WNMU Global Resource Center
Open to the Public at no charge

Former Kansas Poet Laureate, award winning author of 
twelve books of poetry , professor of creative writing,  �fth 
generation Kansan of mixed British Isles, German, Delaware 
(Lenape and Munsee) and Cherokee heritage, and co-owner 
of Mammoth Publications specializing in Indigenous 
American and Great Plains poetry and literary �ction.

Visit Denise’s website: www.deniselow.net

Speed Date with a Publisher

•  Prepare a five-minute summary of your book project and 
pitch it to Denise Low, co-publisher of Mammoth Publications 

and formerly with Cottonwood Review Press.

• Get an on-the-spot response to the proposal and the pitch, 
with suggestions for improvement.

Saturday, October 4, 2014   3:30pm-5:00pm
In downtown Silver City
$25 for 15 minutes

Reserve your place: info@swword�esta.org or 575-313-3172

Soup to Nuts: 
From First Draft to Publishable Poetry

 A Workshop for Poets of all Levels
With  Denise Low, former Kansas Poet Laureate 

(www.deniselow.net )
Using a one-page sample of your writing
   • Learn how to go from draft, to revision, to readiness for 
       a journal editor’s sharp eyes.
   • Learn what to beware of when seeking publication of  your work

Saturday, October 4, 2014   9:00am-2:00pm
In downtown Silver City

$75/participant
Reserve your place: info@swword�esta.org or 575-313-3172

The Scalpel and the Thread: 
a Master Workshop for Writers

A 2-part writing circle with focus on craft 
With Mary Sojourner, novelist

 ( www.breakthroughwriting.net)

Using �ve pages of your own written work
   • Learn the beauty of taking the scalpel to your words and
   • Rediscover how to weave threads of color back into your writing 

Saturday, October 4, 2014   9:00am-3:00pm
In the cool heights of Pinos Altos, NM, 7 miles north of Silver City

$95/participant
Space is limited to 10 participants. Reserve your place early.  

info@swword�esta.org or 520-850-0014

An Evening with the Stars
Readings and signings by 

poet Denise Low and novelist Mary Sojourner
with Silver City Poet Laureate Elise Stuart

Saturday, October 4, 2014, 7:00pm
614 N. Bullard, Silver City NM

Open to the Public at no charge

Mary Sojourner, 
author of �ction, 
non�ction and essays, 
and a former NPR 
contributor, will read 
from her new novel,
29 (Torrey House 

          Press 2014). 

Denise Low, former 
Kansas Poet Laureate, 
author of twelve books 
of poetry, and co-pub-
lisher of Mammoth 
Publications will read 
from her book Mélange 

Block (Red Mountain Press) and other 
works.

Elise Stuart, Silver 
City’s Poet Laureate, 
will read from her latest 
poetry and also 
announce the forma-
tion of a Grant County 
chapter of the New 

Mexico Poetry Society.

Co-sponsored by Western Institute 
for Lifelong Learning (WILL)

Join us for book signings and refreshments following the readings.

Visit 
www.swword�esta.org 
for full information on

 all Prologue events!

PROLOGUE WEEKEND EVENTS
Thursday-Saturday, October 2-4, 2014

VICTORIA CHICK
Cow Trail Art Studio
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119 Cow Trail,  Arenas Valley
Open Mondays noon to 3 p.m.

victoriachick.com • 760-533-1897

Open RED DOT ART WEEKEND October 11-13 
http://www.silvercitygalleries.com
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Gallery Guide
Silver City

Ann McMahon Photography, 125 
Country Road. By appointment. www.
AnnMcMahon.com.

Ann Simonsen Studio-Gallery, 
104 W. Yankie St., 654-5727.

Artesanos, 211-B N. Texas St., 
519-0804. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sun. 12-6 p.m.

[a]SP.“A”©E, 110 W. 7th St., 538-
3333, aspace.studiogallery@gmail.com.

Azurite Gallery, 110 W. Broadway, 
538-9048, Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
www.azuritegallery.com.

Barbara Nance Gallery & Stone-
walker Studio, 105 Country Road, 
534-0530. By appointment. Stone, steel, 
wood and paint. Sculpture path. www.
barbaraNanceArt.com.

Blue Dome Gallery, 60 Bear Moun-
tain Ranch Road (Bear Mountain Lodge, 
2251 Cottage San Road), 534-8671. 
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. www.bluedomegallery.com.

Clayful Hands, 622 N. California, 
534-0180. By appointment. Phoebe 
Lawrence.

The Cliffs Studio & Gallery, 205 
Lyon St. & Yankie, (520) 622-0251. 
Diane Kleiss’ encaustic multimedia art. By 
appointment. doart2@yahoo.com, www.
dianealdrichkleiss.com. 

Common Ground, 103 W. Kelly, 
534-2087. Tues.-Sun. 1-7 p.m.

Common Thread, 107 W. Broad-
way, 538-5733. Mon., Thurs, Fri. and 
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Retail and gallery 
space for fiber arts. www.fiberartscollec-
tive.org.

Copper Quail Gallery, 211-A Texas 
St., corner of Yankie and Texas, 388-
2646. Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Fine 
arts and crafts.

Cow Trail Art Studio, 119 Cow 
Trail in Arenas Valley. Mon. 12-3 p.m. 
or by appointment, (706) 533-1897, 
www.victoriachick.com.

Creations & Adornments, 108 N. 
Bullard, 534-4269. Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Work by Diane Reid.

Four Directions Weaving, 108 W. 
Yankie St. Mon., Wed-Sat. 11 a.m.-4 
p.m., Sun. 12-3 p.m. 263-3830.

Francis McCray Gallery, 1000 
College Ave., WNMU, 538-6517.

Gallery 400, Gila House, 400 N. 
Arizona, 313-7015. Tues.-Sat., 1-6 p.m. 
www.gilahouse.com.

Guadalupe’s, 505 N. Bullard, 535-
2624. Thurs.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Howell Design & Gallery, 200 W. 
Market St., 388.2993. www.anthony-
howell.com.

Jeff Kuhns Pottery, 3029 Pinos 
Altos Road, 534-9389. By appointment.

Leyba & Ingalls Arts, 315 N. 
Bullard St., 388-5725. Mon.-Sat. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Contemporary art ranging 
from realism to abstraction in a variety 
of media featuring artists Crystal Fore-
man Brown, Romaine Begay, Christana 
Brown, Susan Brinkley, Gordee Headlee, 
Diana Ingalls Leyba, Dayna Griego, 
Constance Knuppel, Mary Alice Murphy, 
Phillip Parotti, Betsey Resnick, Teri Matel-
son, Joe Theiman, Zoe Wolfe, Melanie 
Zipin. www.LeybaIngallsARTS.com, 
LeybaIngallsART@zianet.com.

Lois DeLong Studio, 2309 Paul 
Place, 388-4759. By appointment.

Lois Duffy Art Studio, 211C N. 
Texas, 534-0822. Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Original paintings, cards and prints. 
www.loisduffy.com, loisduffy@signal-
peak.net.

Lloyd Studios, 306 W. Broadway, 
(303) 378-0926. Weds-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 
p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. lloydstudios.com.

Lumiere Editions, 108 W. Broadway, 
956-6369. Vintage and contemporary 
photography. Mon-Fri.

Mary’s Fine Art, 414 E. 21st St., 
956-7315. Mary A. Gravelle.

Mimbres Region Arts Council 
Gallery, Wells Fargo Bank Bldg., 1201 
N. Pope St. www.mimbresarts.org.

Molly Ramolla Gallery & Fram-
ing, 203 N. Bullard, 538-5538. www.
ramollaart.com.

Ol’ West Gallery & Mercantile, 
104 W. Broadway, 388-1811/313-
2595. Daily 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Seedboat Center for the Arts, 214 
W. Yankie St., 534-1136. Weds.-Sat 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. or by appointment. info@
seedboatgallery.com.

Silver Spirit Gallery, 215 W. 
Broadway, 388-2079.

The StudioSpace, 109 N. Bullard St., 
534-9291. www.jessgorell.com.

Studio Upstairs, 109 N. Bullard St., 
574-2493. By appointment.

Susan Szajer Studio, Sanctuary 

Road, 313-7197 By appointment.
Tatiana Maria Gallery, 305 & 307 

N. Bullard St., 388-4426.
Top Hat Art, 115 N. Bayard.
21 Latigo Trail, 388-4557. Works 

by Barbara Harrison and others.
Ursa Minor, 303 N. Texas St. “The 

little blue box of eccentricities.”
Vibrations Gallery, 108 W. Yankie 

St., 654-4384, starxr@usa.net.
Wild West Weaving, 211-D N. 

Texas, 313-1032, www.hosanaeilert.
com. Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Wind Canyon Studio, 11 Quail 
Run off Hwy. 180 mile marker 107, 
574-2308, (619) 933-8034. Louise 
Sackett. Mon., Weds. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
by appointment.

Wynnegate Gallery & Studio, 110 
W. Yankie St., (214) 957-3688. Mon., 
Thurs.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. 11:45 
a.m.-4 p.m., Tues.-Wed. by appoint-
ment.

Yankie St. Artist Studios, 103 W. 
Yankie St., 313-1032. By appointment.

Zoe’s Gallery, 305 N. Cooper St., 
654-4910.

Tyrone
Moonstruck Art Studio, 501 

Covellite Dr., 956-5346, 654-5316. By 
appointment.

Sun Dawg Studio, 501 Malachite 
Ave., 388-3551. By appointment.

Pinos Altos
Hearst Church Gallery, Gold St., 

574-2831. Open late-April to early-
October. Fri., Sat., Sun. and holidays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Mimbres
Chamomile Connection, 3918 

Highway 35N, 536-9845. Lynnae Mc-
Conaha. By appointment.

Cottage Stained Glass & More, 
Cedar Lane off Hwy. 35, 536-3234. Fri. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 2-5 p.m.

Kate Brown Pottery and Tile, HC 
15 Box 1335, San Lorenzo, 536-9935, 
katebrown@gilanet.com, www.katebro-
wnpottery.com. By appointment.

Narrie Toole, Estudio de La Mon-
tura, 313-2565, www.narrietoole.com. 
Contemporary western oils, giclées and 
art prints. By appointment. 

Reese-Benton Arts, 3811 Hwy. 35, 
536-9487. By appointment.

Bayard
Kathryn Allen Clay Studio, 601 

Erie St., 537-3332. By appointment.
T. Ali Studio, 421 E. Elm St., 537-

3470. By appointment.
Hanover

Fierro Canyon Gallery, 4 Hermosa 
St., 537-3262, www.fierrocanyongal-
lery.com. Thurs.-Mon. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

La Garita, 13 Humboldt, 537-6624. 
By appointment.

Hurley
JW Art Gallery, Old Hurley Store, 

99 Cortez Ave., 537-0300. Weds.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
www.jwartgallery.com.

Cliff
Gila River Artisans Gallery, 8409 

Hwy. 180. Eclectic collection of local 
artists. Fri.-Sun. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Northern Grant County & 
Catron County

Annie’s on the Corner, Hwy. 180 
and Adair, Luna, 547-2502.

Casitas de Gila, 50 Casita Flats 
Road, Gila, 535-4455. Sat.-Sun. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. or by appointment. gal-
lery@casitasdegila.com, www.galleryat-
thecasitas.com.

Willow Gallery, Hwy. 15, Gila Hot 
Springs, 536-3021. By appointment.

Mesilla
Adobe Patio Gallery, 1765 

Avenida de Mercado (in the Mesilla 
Mercado), 532-9310. Tues.-Sat. 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

Galeri Azul, Old Mesilla Plaza, 
523-8783. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Galeria on the Plaza, 2310 Calle 
de Principal, 526-9771. Daily 10 am.-6 
p.m.

Galería Tepín, 2220 Calle de 
Parian, 523-3988. Thurs.-Sun., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Mesilla Valley Fine Arts Gallery, 
2470 Calle de Guadalupe, 522-2933. 
Daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Potteries, 2260 Calle de San-
tiago, 524-0538.

Rokoko, 1785 Avenida de Mer-
cado, 405-8877.

Las Cruces
Alegre Gallery, 920 N Alameda 

Blvd., 523-0685.

Azure Cherry Gallery & Boutique, 
330 E.  Lohman Ave., 291-3595. Wed.-
Thurs. 12-5 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 12-8 p.m.

Blue Gate Gallery, 311 Old 
Downtown Mall, 523-2950. Tue.-Fri. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-noon.

Charles Inc., 1885 W Boutz Rd, 
523-1888, Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Cottonwood Gallery, 275 N. 
Downtown Mall (Southwest Environ-
mental Center), 522-5552. Mon.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m.

Creative Harmony, 220 N. Campo 
St., 312-3040. Weds.-Sun. 12-5 p.m.

Cruz Nopal, 1175 W. Picacho, 
635-7899. Thurs.-Sat.10 a.m.-6 p.m. or 
by appointment. ouida@ouidatouchon.
com, www.ouidatouchon.com.

Cutter Gallery, 2640 El Pas-
eo,541-0658. Tues.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Galerie Accents, 344 S. San Pedro 
#3, 522-3567. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.

Gallerie Cramoisie, 1695 Hickory 
Loop, 524-9349. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.

Griggs & Reymond, 504 W. Griggs 
Ave., 524-8450, Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. 

Justus Wright Galeria, 266 W. 
Court Ave., 526-6101, jud@delval-
leprintinglc.com.

J.T. MacRorie Studio, 639 S. San 
Pedro, 524-1006.

Las Cruces Arts Association, Com-
munity Enterprise Center Building, 125 
N. Main St. www.lacrucesarts.org.

Las Cruces Museum of Art, 491 N. 
Main St., 541-2137. Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Lundeen Inn of the Arts, 618 S. 
Alameda Blvd., 526-3326. Daily 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.

Main Street Gallery, 311 N. 
Downtown Mall, 647-0508. Tues.-Fri. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mesquite Art Gallery, 340 N. Mes-
quite St., 640-3502. Thur.-Fri. 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sat. 2-5 p.m.

M. Phillip’s Fine Art Gallery, 221 
N. Main St., 525-1367.

MVS Studios, 535 N. Main, Stull 
Bldg., 635-5015, www.mvsstudios.com.

New Dimension Art Works, 615 
E. Piñon, 373-0043.

New Mexico Art, 121 Wyatt Dr., 
Suite 1, 525-8292/649-4876. Weds. 
1-6 p.m., Thurs.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

NMSU Art Gallery, Williams Hall, 
University Ave. east of Solano, 646-
2545. Tues.-Sun.

Nopalito’s Galeria, 326 S. Mes-
quite. Fri.-Sun., 8 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Quillin Studio and Gallery, behind 
Downtown COAS Books, 312-1064. 
Mon.-Thurs., Sat.

Tierra Montana Gallery, 535 
N. Main St., 635-2891. Tues.-Sat., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.

Tombaugh Gallery, Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 2000 S. Solano, 
522-7281. Weds.-Fri. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. or 
by appointment.

Unsettled Gallery & Studio, 905 
N. Mesquite, 635-2285.

Virginia Maria Romero Studio, 
4636 Maxim Court, 644-0214. By 
appointment. agzromero@zianet.com , 
www.virginiamariaromero.com.

Deming
Art Space Gallery, 601 S. Silver, 

546-0673. Mon., Fri. 12-6 p.m., Sat. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., donni@chris-donni.com. 

Deming Arts Center, 100 S. Gold 
St., 546-3663. Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Gold Street Gallery, 112-116 S. 
Gold St., 546-8200.

Orona Art Studio, 546-4650. By 
appointment. lyntheoilpainter@gmail.
com.

Reader’s Cove Used Books & 
Gallery, 200 S. Copper, 544-2512. 
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Photography 
by Daniel Gauss.

Studio LeMarbe, 4025 Chaparral 
SE, 544-7708.

Rodeo
Chiricahua Gallery, 5 Pine St., 

557-2225.
Hillsboro

Barbara Massengill Gallery, 
894-9511/895-3377, Fri.-Sun. 10:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Chloride
Monte Cristo, Wall St., 743-0190. 

Daily 10 a.m.-4 p.m. k
Submit gallery information to—

Desert Exposure, PO Box 191, Silver 
City, NM 88062, fax 534-4134, email 
editor@desertexposure.com.

American artists 
and artists of 
New Mexico

www.victoriachick.com
Cow Trail Art Studio

119 Cow Trail, Arenas Valley, NM  
Mondays Noon - 3 or by appt. 

Antique and Collectible 19th and 20th Century
Original Prints and Drawings

Tom Manners   “Swamp Oaks”

Located next to (famous) D’s Smoked Meats
open 7-3 Thursday-Sunday 

Eat in or Take Out
Breakfast, Lunch, Dessert

Gila River Artisans Gallery
Open Friday-Sunday 10-3

Local Artists - All Handmade

8409 Hwy 180 in Cliff, NM • 575-535-ARTZ    

Welcome to our new location
  at 203 N Bullard St.(Palace Hotel)

 MOLLY RAMOLLA GALLERY
and

 HANG"EM" HIGH PICTURE FRAMING
 OPEN SEPTEMBER 1st

575-538-5538

ART

OCT 11–13, 2014

RED DOT       WEEKEND
STUDIO TOUR

Email for map to the Studio: pnandjh@gmail.com
(575) 519-2499

You are invited...

Silver City, NM
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I can still remember the moment I decided to try 
to become a horseman and not just a rider. It was 
early one mid-summer evening. I was relaxing in 

the bunkhouse at Reis Ranch, having a beer and read-
ing Ray Hunt’s book. I was about midway through the 
three month Horseman’s program with Dennis Reis, 
and I was already getting pretty tired after six weeks 
of intense mental and physical work. It was a quiet 
night as the other two students in the program were 
gone.

Suddenly, there was a lot of noise and commotion 
coming from the arena area. I figured one of the hors-
es on the property, maybe even my own, had escaped 
and was having a good old time. I threw on some 
clothes, grabbed a halter and lead rope and headed 
out to investigate.

I was surprised to see Dennis in the round pen 
with one of his new horses, a green gelding out of 
one of the PMU factories. He had just picked up three 
new horses, aptly named Small, Medium and Large 
until better names could be found. It was Large in 
the round pen. Given the exhausting day we’d had, 
I was amazed Dennis had the energy to do anything 
with a horse.

I sat down to watch Dennis work, noticing Den-
nis’ girlfriend (now wife) standing up by the house, 
dressed for an evening out that I guessed wasn’t go-
ing to happen. I could tell Dennis was only trying to 
get a couple of the most simple, basic yields from the 
horse. The “conversation” with Large went on for 
more than two hours, and resulted in a fair amount 
of damage to the three-quarter-inch plywood walls 
on the round pen.

What really hit me that night was watching a 
master horseman stay in the moment for such an ex-
tended period of time. He never raised his voice; in 
fact he barely said anything at all. He never hit the 
horse, nor did he ever reach a level of pressure that 
might force the horse to climb out of the pen. There 
was no frustration at the lack of progress. His body 
language was calm, confident and very clear, and you 
knew he would stay at this until he got at least a good 
try at the desired result. He was teaching, not trying 
to dominate. The horse was giving him nothing but 
drama, but when that moment of understanding hap-
pened, everything was turned off. A perfectly timed 
release of all pressure on a good try and the end of 
work. No attempt at asking for more.

This is when I “got it.” I offered Dennis a beer 
and we talked for awhile. I learned three things that 
night, and from that point on I understood the differ-
ence between a horseman and a rider, and why it’s so 
hard to bridge that gap.

First, you have a responsibility to build a foun-
dation in a horse that prepares him for learn-
ing what you need him to know. I’ve heard it 

put another way—you have to teach the horse to be 
teachable. You have to do this in a way that he un-
derstands, at his pace and in a way that works with 
his particular personality. From there you can go in 
any direction you want with your riding interests, but 
skipping this first step or cutting corners in the inter-
est of time or your schedule will certainly lead to is-
sues down the line.

Second, this was the day I saw that “feel” is prob-
ably the most challenging thing to learn, and it may 
trump all other factors when working with horses. I 
love the saying that “information is not knowledge,” 
often used as a criticism of the fast-paced but shal-
low depth of the Internet age. In the horse world, 
you might say, “information is not feel.” Many people 
with horses have lots of information and opinions. 
They may know many techniques. They may be con-
fident and fearless. But if they don’t have that elusive 
feel, they may never really be able to communicate 
with their horses. That evening I could see “feel” is 
what allowed Dennis to maintain focus with precise 
movements and clear communication even in a dan-
gerous situation.

Third, I realized you can make an enormous 
change in the quality of your horsemanship by just 
changing the words you use to describe horse be-
havior. We’re a verbal species, and words can get us 

to shift our perspectives. There are a lot of phrases, 
descriptions and clichés thrown around the barn ev-
ery day, and almost every one of them paints horse 
behavior in human terms. It’s hard enough to accept 
blame or responsibility in our daily lives, and we cer-
tainly don’t like to do it when it comes to animals, 
where we feel we are the superior and dominant spe-
cies. Let’s face it: It’s easier to rationalize our horse’s 
behavior and our responses to it if we look at things 
with human values and motivations. Accepting that 
horse behavior or performance is more likely a reac-
tion to something you’re doing rather than some plan 
or thought process on the horse’s part is hard for us, 
and can make any horse owner feel depressed or like 
a failure.

This last point probably causes more problems 
for people and their horses than just about anything 
else. If you’ve been around horses, you’ve heard all 
the comments. Some of my personal favorites: The 
horse needs a job; my horse only likes the trail (or 
the arena); my horse doesn’t like me; my horse bites 
(kicks, moves, etc.) because of something he’s mad 
about; my horse doesn’t like (or is afraid of) some-
thing; my horse hates men. The list is endless, but 
with a common thread: The horse is thinking, acting 
and planning with rational thought like a human.

Let’s look at one of these “horse truths”—the 
horse needs a job—one I heard almost daily 
about my own horse early on. Horses haven’t 

evolved much in terms of basic needs and the way 
their bodies work. They would prefer to eat all day, 
walking 10 miles or more to do it. They would rath-
er “rest than work”—not because they’re lazy but 
because they’re prey animals that need to conserve 
energy to escape a predator (also, because they’re 
still programmed to add weight and calories during 
spring and summer so they can survive a winter). 
On their own, they spend only 1% of their time mov-
ing above a walk—that’s just 15 minutes every 24 
hours.

Nothing in that profile says a horse is looking for a 
job or work. Just the opposite. Put your horse out on 
hundreds of acres of pasture with a herd, then stand 
at the gate with your saddle and bridle and see if your 
horse comes running looking for a nice long ride or 
job with lots of trotting and cantering. No treats or 
coffee cans full of grain as rewards for coming to see 
you allowed. You’ll be standing by yourself for a long 
time because your horse is not some unemployed 
adult or idle teenager on summer break who needs 
a job for self esteem or to keep out of trouble. Those 
are our values, not his.

The horse that doesn’t do well in the arena isn’t 
saying he doesn’t like it. More likely, you haven’t put 
the effort in to learn how to ride in an arena and how 
to make it interesting for him. The horse that gets 
nervous outside the arena is probably saying that he 
doesn’t trust your leadership and that you’re nervous 
in the saddle. The confused or resistant horse is not 
dumb or stubborn (a quality that simply doesn’t exist 
in his world), but is saying your techniques for teach-
ing are simply not working for his personality type 
and the way he learns. The horse that bites you is 
not saying he doesn’t like you, but is saying there are 
circumstances in his life that cause him to express 
himself in this way.

Each of these examples has a human viewpoint 
and a horse’s perspective. For the horse, all he ever 
does is react to the world we’ve created for him, in 
the only ways he knows how. The more you try to see 
this—a view far less complicated and emotional than 
yours—the closer you’ll come to moving beyond just 
riding. k

Scott Thomson lives in 
Silver City and teaches 
natural horsemanship 

and foundation training. 
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hsthomson@msn.com or 
(575) 388-1830.
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2014 Writing Contest • Tom Hester

Josephine Lives!
Gold digging is lonesome. The finding part, if you’re not careful, 

changes a person for the worse.

A late morning in June a couple of years ago, Bob 
tied his burro Josephine to the fire hydrant 
outside the coffeehouse on the corner of Bul-

lard and Broadway. The sun warmed Josephine and 
glinted off the dinged prospector’s pan dangling from 
the pack frame. Traffic did not slow. Silver City traffic 
does not slow for the sight of a loaded burro and a 
bearded, tobacco-stained miner dressed in dirty jeans, 
rotting work boots and crumpled felt hat. The “Har-
vard Athletic Department” T-shirt was clean. For that, 
had they seen it, drivers might have braked.

Josephine’s soulful eyes narrowed to a mean slit 
when she tugged against the halter and tried to nip a 
fly from her right flank.

“Stay here a while, Josie,” Bob 
said. He talked to the burro as a 
man accustomed to speaking only 
to burros. He untied a backpack 
from the frame and started toward 
the street corner where steps led 
to the sidewalk, almost level with 
Josephine’s belly.

A crowd had gathered to watch 
the old man and his burro. Some 
of the coffeehouse loungers on 
benches facing Bullard slouched 
forward. They were men made 
prematurely arthritic, first by booze and 
tobacco and then by years of sprawl and 
slump. Their heeler hounds nudged toward 
the edge of the curb to sniff. Josephine’s 
coat steamed the complexity coffeehouse 
dogs love to smell. As though conducted by a choral 
director, the loungers sang out a single soprano note, 
“wwooooeEE,” and then collapsed back onto their 
chairs and benches.

Two couples had come out of the coffeehouse to 
investigate Josephine’s mournful, hiccupping hee-
haw.

The older couple expressed amazement. The 
younger couple, amusement.

“Have you seen this donkey before?” the older 
man asked the lanky, college-age man next to him.

“Naw, man. New to me.”
The older man stepped closer to the burro. His al-

bino right leg, spindly and hairless, was inches away 
from Josephine’s nose.

“I’d be careful there, sir,” the younger woman said. 
She could see that the burro was contemplating a bite.

“John,” the older woman said. She spoke the 
name with a mother’s tone, command steeling care.

“Oh, right,” John said as he jumped back. John 
was clearly a person of proper order. That morning 
he had asked Constance to iron the khaki shorts to 

go with a seafoam-green polo shirt. The shorts had 
knife-sharp pleats.

“You like my Josephine?” the old miner growled at 
the four at the edge of the sidewalk. They were pok-
ing visually through the packframe contents. Rusting 
skillet. Rock hammer. Chipped enamel tin cup.

“Cool, Gabby,” the younger man said.
“Yes, your donkey looks pretty much like the real 

thing,” John said.
“Well, she’s a burro, not a mule, not a donkey. And 

if you pinch her, she’s real enough to kick the liv-
ing...,” the prospector’s voice trailed off. He lived by 
the code of the Old West in which the fairer sex need 
not hear the coarse language of the mining camp.

“Follow me inside, I got something for you,” the 
miner ordered. The couples turned from Josephine 
and did as Bob directed.

The coffeehouse’s shadows cooled the noonday 
light in a space so high and wide that any sound 
seemed to curve before reaching an ear. John and 
Constance, who rented a cottage on Pinos Altos 
Street during the first long vacation of their lives, 
sometimes spent half-days in the place, reading his-
torical romances or peeking at other customers, lis-
tening to the ssssssssssWWWWHuuh of the espresso 
machine. From the moment they saw the shabby 
sofas and scattered, scarred tables with people to 
match and as soon as they used the toilet, mounted 
like a throne in a 19th-century nook, these tourists 
from a town near Carbondale, Illinois, knew they had 
found the heart of southwestern New Mexico.

The prospector tossed his pack on the table near 
the front. The dirt-stained bag 
struck the wood as if Bob had 
brought down a sledge.

“I’m John Coburn,” John said 
to the miner, whose wrinkles and 
creases looked milder than they 
had in the day’s glare.

“Bob,” the miner said. He shook 
hands with the men. Both John and 
the young man felt the calluses and 
the muscles in the grip. “Some call 
me Gold Bug Bob.” Bob glanced at 
the faces ranged around the table.

“Have you been doing this long, 
Bob?” John said. John was anxious to have 
each person’s occupation, bona fides and 
particulars accounted for.

“‘This’?” asked Bob.
“This mining thing. Looking for gold.”

“I came to Pinos Altos, New Mexico, in ’88. Broken 
down. My wife had left me. My arbitrager deals were 
pickled in martinis. So I drive west from Connecticut 
towards no place in particular. And I climb out of my 
Mercedes, breathe in the desert air and feel freedom 
brush me like a fox’s tail, and yeah, in a half-minute I 
know I should have been doing this all my life.”

Bob said the last words looking at Constance. De-
sire swam in his blue eyes. He arched his shaggy right 
eyebrow, the size of a woolly caterpillar. It twitched. 
He peered at Constance. She suddenly realized that 
Bob wanted to stroke her right cheek, to run a rough 
thumb over her soft skin. His voice had lowered an 
octave, into a caress: “Don’t you ever think that you 
should just go in search of what life is all about?”

Constance smiled through a blush and stumbled 
back toward the young woman who stood apart from 
the others. Constance stammered, “I... I... I.” Embar-
rassed, she turned to the young woman and said, “I 
am Constance Coburn. John and I are tourists here 
from southern Illinois.”

“Hi. I’m Debbie.”

“Ohh,” Constance crooned. “My daughter’s Debo-
rah. She’s about your age, too.” Constance wrung her 
hands and then pushed them straight down against 
her khaki shorts, splaying her fingers across her 
thighs.

Debbie said nothing but turned her attention to 
the men. John, who had witnessed but not under-
stood the flirting eyebrow, was asking Bob what 
bank he had worked for and whether now he was 
working with anyone else.

“Gold digging is lonesome,” Bob said.
“Why’s that?” John pressed.
“The digging and sluicing parts give no problem. 

It’d be good to have a hundred fellas help out. But the 
finding part, if you’re not careful, changes a person 
for the worse when others are about.” A squint and 
tensing jaw muscles turned Bob’s scowl into a threat. 
He chewed on a brown edge of his moustache.

“That’s why,” Bob continued as he grabbed the 
pack and pulled open the flap, “I’m giving you folks 
this.” The old man shook the pack; rocks and leather 
pouches tumbled onto the table.

More than one of 10 or 12 rocks the size of a wom-
an’s hand had lacey extrusions of metal, giving the ef-
fect of Spanish combs. Other stones glistened black, 
as though they held secrets. Bob’s hands trembled as 
he pulled at the thongs closing a pouch. He poured 
golden powder and pebbles out on the table, forming 
a small mound.

“It’s all yours,” Bob said.
The four said nothing for a moment or two. Then 

John objected. He asked if the rocks and the powder 
and the pebbles were gold. Bob said they were. John 
said there must be hundreds of dollars of gold there. 
Bob said thousands, probably.

The young man, who was called Kevin or Kev, said 
that Gold Bug was really “J. Beresford Tipton.” Kevin 
was a media major with a deep thirst for 1950s televi-
sion. His infatuation for “The Millionaire” (on which 
Tipton had been the title character) and “Paladin” com-
bined with incessant playing of Dark Souls and Crysis 
videogames. This love of wading in the shallows pushed 
Debbie to plan for a split when she went to grad school, 
though Kev had not picked up her clues.

“You just can’t give total strangers thousands of 
dollars’ worth of gold,” John said. His voice had risen 
and at least one person in the coffeehouse turned 
toward the group to catch the drama. A gaunt, stiff 
customer, who sipped a mug of latte while reading 
Darnton’s essay on a massacre of cats in medieval 
France, tried to decipher the commotion. Other cus-
tomers scarcely glanced up from their laptop or tab-
let screens.

“I just did give you thousands of dollars of gold, 
mister,” said Bob. “I’ll leave you the pack so’s you 
can carry the gold home.” In Bob’s farewell Kevin 
caught a trace of Jimmy Stewart with a heavy dose 
of Henry Fonda. Without another gesture, the miner 
shuffled out the door. In the stillness of the room 
Debbie smelled sweat, cigar stench and camp smoke 
swirling about the place where Bob had stood. A re-
flected shaft of light glinted from facets of a rock on 
the table. The two couples could hear Bob talk to Jo-
sephine as he unknotted her tether.

“Well, that was certainly a surprise,” Constance 
said. “Tell me, Debbie, did he... Did Bob affect you?”

Debbie didn’t answer. She leaned over the table to 
open three other leather pouches.

“All of them have the same gold dust and nug-
gets,” Debbie announced. “There must be thousands 
of dollars here!” Debbie held her head between her 
hands and rotated it as she sang the last sentence. 
It was a dance of delight that a three-year-old girl 
would make.

“Well, we’ve got to decide what to do,” said John. 
He had fished a credit card from his wallet and was 
scooping the golden powder back into a pouch.

“How do you mean?” Debbie said. “Just divide the 
rocks and bags among the four of us.” Debbie’s sharp 
voice cut through the murmurs of the room and the 
whir of the compressor for the cold drink cabinet.

“We don’t have any idea what these rocks and dust 
are truly worth. We need to have them appraised and 
then we can sell the entire lot and divide appropriate-
ly.” John spoke with an even, authoritative accoun-
tant’s voice, the one used to warn a business owner 
that she should watch her inventory or a middle-aged 
client that a 401(k) is a necessary tax write-off.

Debbie nodded at John’s little speech. Kevin was 
hefting a piece of ore, marveling that something so 
small could be so heavy. Constance was thinking 
about Bob’s eyes.
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John retrieved Kevin from his apartment on B 
Street the day after the four had returned from 
Tucson’s premier gold dealer, a hairy, wheez-

ing man whose belly shortened his tie. He reminded 
Debbie of someone who had once sold her a used 
Torino, though he did not chew on a matchstick like 
the car salesman. But he was an expert, and he used 
words like “rare, museum-quality specimen” to con-
vince them that he wasn’t short-changing the value 
of their lode.

After the dealer announced an amount that 
caused Debbie to suck in a breath and after they 
emerged from the arctic of the dealer’s shop into Tuc-
son’s mid-June furnace, the four could not stop think-
ing about the gold that lifted them out of day-to-day 
life into the realm of a consumer’s paradise. It really 
wasn’t a lot of money compared to a year’s income, 
at least for the Coburns. But because the gold money 
came without any warning or work, it could be spent 
extravagantly. Gleaming cars, with initials like LXX 
and SLE, parked at random angles in their minds. 
They wandered through a mental kitchen with quartz 
countertops and a refrigerator the size of a boxcar.

When John had steered his beige 2006 Buick into 
a stopping place on B Street, he looked down at his 
lap. His shorts were blotched with taco sauce. Com-
ing home they had ordered a meal from a Benson, 
Arizona, drive-in, and this morning with schemes and 
stratagems swirling in his brain, he had neglected to 
put on fresh clothes. Nevertheless, John felt new. 
After the trip, he and Constance had talked into the 
night, as they had not done in 30 years, and instead 
of rewarming cold regrets, the Coburns two-stepped 
into the future. At an instant, seized by the joy of be-
ing with a partner for a new enterprise, John had held 
Constance’s face, pinching her cheeks softly. He had 
kissed her as a lover might.

On I-10, returning from Tucson, the men perched 
in the Buick’s front seats, giggling and running brag-
ging riffs on their dreams, while the women were co-
cooned behind. The car’s air conditioner circulated 
rich odors of well-worn taco grease. Two checks lay 
on Constance’s lap and her eyes swung from the des-
ert stretching outside her window to the zeroes on 
the checks. She was thinking about her life, about 

her children, about John. Before they reached the 
Dragoon Mountains, she was describing to Deb-
bie daughter Deborah’s troubled marriage. Tears 
coursed down Constance’s face and puddled in foun-
dation makeup along her jaw as she described son-in-
law Ron, taking over his father’s auto parts store and 
knowing the parts catalog better than he knew Debo-
rah. Small-town tedium and narrow-mindedness had 
infiltrated their lives and made brittle their bond.

And the Coburns’ troubles were more than just 
Deborah and her kids. Constance and John had gone 
on vacation to Silver City so he could have some time 
to take a fresh look at things. Ten years before, John 
had accepted as partner a younger man, a really bril-
liant accountant, who just announced that if John 
didn’t sell out, he himself would leave. He had the 
three largest accounts in their town and now he was 
taking away the whole firm.

The Coburns had sacrificed to build the business, 
to make sure that Deborah and her brother Peter had 
a solid footing. But it was all eroding. Peter lived in 
Boston and never called. Didn’t even come home at 
Christmas. And Deborah, always nearby, a mom with 
two lovely children, was announcing that she was 
moving to Santa Cruz. No job. No house. Just an un-
used degree in elementary education and a wild-hair 
idea that she could stroll some sunset-flooded beach 
in California.

Debbie comforted the older woman and whis-
pered that maybe the gold money would smooth 
things out.

Debbie’s suggestion was John’s conviction, and 
that was why he and Kevin were circling Silver City 
streets, looking for Josephine.

“Think about it, Kev,” John said when they dropped 
them off the night before. “We got this much money 
from Bob. That means there’s more and we should 
help him find it. But first we got to find him.” John’s 
argument made sense to Kevin, though memories of 
The Treasure of Sierra Madre worried him a bit.

The Buick nosed down Kelly. John had to scrape 
the curb in meeting a soft-drink truck.

“Keep an eye out for that mule!” John demanded.
“Burro,” Kev said.
“Whatever.”

John swung the car in a boat-like swath onto Coo-
per and back around on Broadway. Several blocks 
to the east, he caught sight of a flash, as from the 
bottom of a gold wash pan. He floored the gas. The 
Buick shot, so to speak, through the stop sign at the 
city museum and was bouncing to a stop at the Bull-
ard traffic signal, when Kevin, twisting in his seat and 
almost standing to look out the left, back window, 
shouted, “I think I saw Josephine up that street!” 
Kevin was pointing over John’s left shoulder.

John wrenched the Buick first right, almost crash-
ing into the cars parked in front of the town hall, and 
then sharply left in a great arc across Broadway. A 
westbound Ford 150 fishtailed to a stop as the Buick, 
reeling as though drunk from ethanol, bounded north 
up Texas Street.

Sure enough. Way up Texas, to-
ward the top of a hill, John could 
see the swishing of a burro’s tail 
and the crown of a filthy fedora. 
John stomped on the accelerator, 
almost taking the side off a debris 
container from the renovation of 
Silver City’s newest downtown 
hotel.

“Hey, man, I think we’re going 
the wrong way on a one-way!” 
Kevin shouted over the screaming 
engine.

John strained forward. His 
knuckles were translucent on the steering wheel. 
Two tourists from Missouri, gently descending Texas 
Street in their van, caught sight of the charging Buick 
a block away, swerving and dodging like a carnival 
bumper car; the two tourists from Missouri, for the 
first time in their lives, jumped a curb and drove 10 
feet along a sidewalk. Silver City pedestrians were 
missing from the sidewalk, though one Missourian 
would supply several in telling about their trip.

“Just watch for the donkey!” John shouted.
“Burro,” said Kev. Terror blanched Kevin’s face.
“Burro, smurro!” John screamed.
Officer Gregory Carrasco, the siren of his patrol 

car wailing and its lights a crazed kaleidoscope, finally 
overtook the panting Buick at the Episcopal church. 
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He had radioed for help while still on Broadway, and 
as the leaping beige car dodged oncoming traffic on 
Texas, Officer Chuck McEwan used his patrol car to 
wall off Texas above College Street, thinking that an 
airborne Buick, soaring over the summit of Gospel 
Hill, could never stop in time without a barrier.

When Carrasco took the muttering driver into 
custody, all he heard was something about a donkey. 
Carrasco suspected that there had been an habane-
ro intoxication, judging from the taco-sauce stains. 
The passenger, a university student, couldn’t add an 
explanation; he just wanted to talk about Steve Mc-
Queen and San Francisco.

Early November that year brought leaden skies 
and a rare drizzle. Sea of Cortez moisture had 
lost its warmth in a Canadian blast. The Co-

burns discovered the disadvantages of a snap-down 
canvas cabin for their canary yellow Jeep: air leaked 
from every possible direction and the vehicle’s heat-
er strained to keep them chilly. Bought with the pro-
ceeds from a sold partnership in an accounting firm, 
the Jeep within the first week had shaken loose all 
good reasons for buying it.

“We’re glad we brought our winter coats from 
home,” Constance shouted at Kevin and Maxie, shiv-
ering on the back seat. Not only did the canvas fail to 
keep out cold, it collected and amplified road noise 
so that Kevin and his new girlfriend just saw Con-
stance’s mouth move without hearing actual words.

The night before, John had called 
Kevin to say that they were back 
in Silver City and after two days of 
hard sleuthing he had gotten on the 
track of Bob. At the time of the call 
Kevin was in the midst of playing 
King’s Blade. That was where he 
had met Maxie in September. Maxie 
was a lady-in-waiting to the Queen in 
King’s Blade and Kev was a knave. 
He had reached Purple Knight status 
before a disastrous session in which 
the Dark Knight from the Kingdom 
of Quire had emasculated him in a surprise 
joust. Mortimer the knave had to spend his 
accumulated gold coins to purchase a magic 
herbal cure for impotency from the king’s phy-
sician. In real life, Maxie was a general educa-
tion sophomore from Portales. Both she and 
Kev preferred King’s Blade to real life.

Kevin hoped that Maxie’s presence would prevent 
Constance from asking questions about Debbie and 
their break-up. He was bewildered to learn that Con-
stance seemed to have expected the end of the rela-
tionship and that she made only one passing refer-
ence to paying for graduate school at the University 
of Texas, Austin. During the only phone call from Illi-
nois, Debbie hadn’t told the Coburns that after taking 
out a semester’s tuition for Western New Mexico Uni-
versity, Kevin had given the rest of his gold money to 
her as she struggled with carry-ons while boarding at 
the El Paso Airport. She probably would have gotten 
around to sharing that information, but the call had 
been full of accounts of Deborah’s finding work in a 
suburban school district outside Chicago.

Kevin did have to reassure John that when they 
came upon Bob, the gold from the deal would be 
split three ways, not four. Maxie was just along for 
the ride.

“When I first talked to some old-timers up here,” 
John shouted, as he whipped the Jeep through Pi-
nos Altos, “they just looked at me like I was telling 
a joke or something. Then one old guy named Bert 
came clean and said that he had seen Gold Bug off 
the Toad Ridge trail last week. He even described the 
donkey to me.”

“Burro. Josephine’s a burro, John. How could you 
describe one burro and not describe them all?” said 
Kevin.

“He knew how Josephine’s ears waggled around,” 
said John.

Some miles north of Pinos Altos, John turned 
onto a dim National Forest track, trailing through 
the ponderosas to the west. The Jeep bucked and 
shivered as John forced it down an arroyo and along 
a rocky ridge. Maxie threw her arms around Kevin, 
as much to find warmth as to keep from being rico-
cheted against the seat in front of her.

The sun shone as a gray, mysterious disk seen 
through a sheet of mounded, gray clouds. When John 

finally stopped the Jeep, where the path ceased be-
fore a wall of New Mexico olives, a curious light il-
luminated the landscape, as though the ground itself 
dimly glowed. All was shadow in the haze.

“It’s a lot colder up here than down in Silver,” Kev-
in said in the stillness.

“Sure is,” agreed John. “Let’s go see whether old 
Bert had it right.” John and Constance opened the 
doors and jumped to the ground, which was wet from 
the mist that continued to blow across the mountain. 
The Coburns’ breaths hung in the air as though the 
two were dolls losing vaporous stuffing.

John rounded the olive bushes and clambered up 
the scree of a sloping escarpment, 10 or 11 feet high. 
When he reached the top, he at once began yelling 
and running to the west, away from Constance, Kevin 
and Maxie, standing below. The three laggards were 
still trying to negotiate the slope when John, breath-
ing heavily, returned and looked down on them.

“I saw Josephine,” John said. “But she wouldn’t 
stop. Bob must be right in front of her. Get a move on. 
We can catch them if you hurry.”

“I’m freezing,” Maxie said. She had removed her 
arms from the sleeves of her cotton sweater and was 
hugging her chest. The mist was smearing her mas-
cara and eye shadow so that her face had taken on 
the sad leer of a macabre mask.

John took off his coat and tossed it to Maxie. 
“Wear my coat, but for God’s sake, let’s speed it up.”

John turned and almost trotted up the ridge, with 
Constance not far behind. After Maxie struggled into 
John’s parka, she and Kevin also began a fast walk.

The two behind heard but 
could not see John as the ascent 
moderated and the trail through 
the forest gained some definition.

Maxie laughed once at John’s 
yelling. He was obviously trying 
to convince the burro to halt and 
the burro obviously was paying no 
attention.

Later, to rescue authorities, 
Kevin estimated that they had 
walked from two to two and a 
half miles, hearing John’s echo-

ing calls. They heard Constance only once, 
though they several times caught a glimpse 
of her pink coat as she ran along the next 
cutback.

“She was older than my mother,” said 
Maxie. “But she was moving a lot faster 

than me. She really wanted to catch that burro.”
Kevin and Maxie had fallen behind when Maxie 

sprained her ankle, stumbling over a trunk of a dead 
tree. In the twilight rain had begun, and both decided 
to return to the Jeep, to wait for the Coburns.

Without a vehicle key, they lay on the horn, muf-
fled in the dark damp, and at last attracted a forest 
employee as the clouds lifted and a morning sun 
stunned the world with golden rays.

The fact that law enforcement never found Bob, 
Josephine or the Coburns bothered Kevin some. The 
search and the suspicions had reminded him of some 
favorite noir movies, and in those movies nothing 
good ever happened to the guy under the naked light 
bulb, the last to see the missing alive, the fellow re-
cipient of thousands of dollars even though his bank 
account is currently empty. According to the movies, 
Kev faced real problems.

The sheriff’s deputies and then the detectives 
from the highway patrol interviewed, interrogated 
and grilled both Kevin and Maxie for almost a month.

It was Maxie who saved the situation, though. She, 
but not Kevin, reported hearing Constance laugh, up 
there in the cold forest, swathed in icy fog. That lone 
insistence, setting her off from her disconnected boy-
friend, somehow gave her credibility with the police. 
She also didn’t believe in Josephine. She thought the 
burro was a fantasy, and her sweet innocence and 
canny denial of the whole story of Gold Bug Bob 
and free gold eventually caused state investigators to 
concoct the theory of the mild-mannered accountant 
who flees to San Miguel de Allende, carrying millions 
defrauded from his clients back in the Midwest. k

Tom and Consuelo Hester came to Silver City 
from Arlington, Va., eight years ago. He retired 

from the Department of Justice, where he was the 
head of the editorial staff of the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics. He and Consuelo have one son.
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Abelard
5 yrs., Male, Akita/St. Bernard

PRESENTS

1628 Silver Heights Blvd. 
Silver City, NM 88061

575-388-1921
www.haciendarealtysc.com

ADOPT-A-PET

It’s a 
SNAP!

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED!  

The SPAY/NEUTER AWARENESS PROGRAM provides 
spay/neuter assistance to low-income families & 
individuals in Grant, Hidalgo & Catron counties. 

Please don't add to the 4 million plus pets 
euthanized in shelters every year. 

YOUR DONATIONS 
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PO Box 1958, Silver City, NM 88062

 Call SNAP at 575-590-4513. 501(c3) non-profit org

Hacienda Realty

Sebastiana
1 yr., Female, Pug/Boxer

Jada
1 yr., Female, Pit-X

The High Desert Humane Society
3050 Cougar Way, Silver City, NM

575-538-9261
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 8:30-5:30 

Saturday 8:30-5

OUR PAWS CAUSE THRIFT STORE
 at 108 N. Bullard

Open Wed. - Sat. 10 am - 2 pm
Call for more info Jerry 654-3002

 or Mary 538-2626

Handpuppet
10 wks., Male, DSH

Brisco & Buttons
3 mos., Male, DSH

Indira
Senior, Female, Chow-X

Misty Lou
4 mos., Spayed Female, Torti

Antonia
4 mos., Female, Calico

Tinkerbell
4 mos., Female, DSH

Honey
4 yrs., Female, Collie-X

Mandy
1 yrs., Female, Shepherd-X

Katherine
Adult, Spayed Female, DSH

New Time—October only!
October Shot Clinic

Saturday, OCT. 4 
9 to Noon
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2014 Writing Contest • Pauline Hovey

Another World
A volunteer from Virginia experiences the disturbing reality of life 

on the border in El Paso and Juarez.

2 014

Since leaving my home in central Virginia to vol-
unteer at the border town of El Paso with the 
School Sisters of St. Francis, I’ve been exposed 

to one disturbing reality after another. Kidnapping, 
torture, rape, gang recruitment and human traffick-
ing—this is the plight of many who travel across the 
US/Mexico border. The stories of women and chil-
dren get to me the most.

What brought me to this dusty, arid, desert land-
scape so contrary to the lush, hilly countryside of 
Virginia, where immigration reform has quietly fad-
ed from most people’s circles of interest—if it ever 
found its way there in the first place? 

Flashback to February 14, 2013. I’m standing out-
side an elongated, two-story brick building in down-
town El Paso waiting for an unmarked door to open 
so my “border immersion” group can hear yet an-
other presentation on the plight of immigrants. This 

“house of hospitality,” known as 
Annunciation House, shelters un-
documented immigrant families—
the only facility in the area, maybe 
even the state, that allows families 
to stay together.

There’s no sign on the door or 
building. But for the past 36 years, 
more than 125,000 migrants and 
refugees from over 40 countries 
have found their way here, mostly 
through word of mouth. Sister 
Fran Hicks, a Catholic nun with 

the order of the School Sisters of St. Francis, brought 
us here as part of a border immersion trip she orga-
nizes to educate northerners like myself about the 
complex issues involved in immigration, clear up 
the myths and misinformation, and offer some heart-
rending stories, up close and personal. 

Our meeting with Ruben Garcia, the director of 
Annunciation House, is only one of the scheduled 
stops on this week-long trip packed with presenta-
tions from inspiring and tireless immigration advo-
cates, educators, Border Patrol, and even the immi-
grants themselves. But listening to this impassioned 
humanitarian and social activist share the stories 
of torture, death squads and human-rights abuses 
of those who have walked through these doors—as 
well as their incredible faith and generosity—gets to 
me in a way nothing else has. I return home to Vir-
ginia unable to get this place, and the people, out of 
my heart. Months later, I apply to volunteer with Sr. 
Fran, who along with Sr. Kathy and Sr. Elsa, serves 
the Hispanic population through Casa Alexia—their 
ministry in El Paso.

With my limited knowledge of Spanish, I am 
limited in how much I can help Sisters Fran 
and Elsa at El Paso’s colonias, where they 

serve the mostly Spanish-speaking residents. Instead 
I teach English at Centro Mujeres de la Esperenza, 

tutor Hispanic residents studying for citizenship ex-
ams, help the Sisters wherever needed, and get a tem-
porary gig writing and editing the quarterly newslet-
ter for Las Americas—an immigrant advocacy group 
that, among other services, offers free legal help to 
asylum seekers. 

Katie Hudak, executive director at Las Americas, 
and her staff and volunteers work countless hours 
interviewing people and gathering information to 
prepare their cases. My first day I’m given an orienta-
tion—a requirement for all volunteers. I view and lis-
ten to Katie’s PowerPoint presentation on the harsh 
facts of life at the border: NAFTA’s effect on Mexico’s 
small farmers and the growing poverty; the random 
killings of Mexico’s drug cartels that send entire fam-
ilies fleeing their homes, complete with pictures of 
relatives collapsed in tears over coffins holding the 
remains of their loved ones; the astonishingly low 
percentage of cases that are granted asylum in the 
US. One fact comes as a painful surprise to me—the 
high percentage of women who are raped crossing 
the border. 

Since Katie gives me free rein to research and 
write on any topic related to immigration, I choose 
the plight of undocumented women. Immediately my 
research uncovers alarming statistics: As much as 
80% to 90% of the women crossing through Mexico 
are raped on their journey. Usually the perpetrators 
are the smugglers, or coyotes, who take the women 
across; sometimes they are drug cartel members; 
sometimes they are one and the same. I discover that 
rape has become so prevalent among undocumented 
females crossing the border that in recent articles, 
some are calling it “the price of admission.” Women 
are forewarned, especially if they will be traveling 
from Central America, that they can expect to be 
sexually abused along the way. Some women take 
birth control pills before they begin the journey. How 
difficult must their lives be, I wonder, to cause them 
to risk such personal violence.

Along with these statistics, disturbing images 
pop up on my computer screen: “Rape trees”—the 
name given to the tree that marks the spot where the 
women are raped, signified by the women’s under-
garments hanging on the branches. And these spec-
tacles don’t show up only on the Mexico side of the 
border. Through blogs and other social media, I dis-
cover that, along with Border Patrol agents, South-
west ranchers are reporting an increase of rape trees 
on their property. Another disturbing reality—the un-
dergarments do not always belong to adult women. 
Some girls as young as 11 have been raped on their 
journey—a fact I confirm with a local social worker 
who meets with children in detention centers.

Children in detention centers. Yet another dis-
turbing reality of immigration, as more and 
more unaccompanied minors, known by the 

federal government as “unaccompanied alien chil-
dren,” or UACs, pour across Mexico to migrate to the 
States. According to the US Department of Health 
and Human Services’ 
Office of Refugee Re-
settlement, between fis-
cal years 2004 and 2011, 
on average 6,800 UACs 
were detained at the 
US/Mexico border. That 
number rose to well over 
24,000 in 2013. This year, 
some predicted the De-
partment of Homeland 
Security would pick up 
at least 60,000 children at 
the border, with most of 
them traveling from El 
Salvador, Honduras and 
Guatemala. (This was 

written in April; by mid-2014, the number had already 
reached 57,000, creating headlines and political con-
troversy. The magnitude of the situation has changed 
how these children are being handled.)

El Paso holds at least 250 unaccompanied minors 
in such centers, where local health care profession-
als, social workers, and spiritual counselors attempt 
to reassure the children as they listen to their stories, 
conduct intake, or prepare their cases for deporta-
tion proceedings. I have visited two of these centers: 
Southwest Key is a well-run, for-profit business that 
houses older children and teaches an accredited cur-
riculum. The youths’ days are completely structured, 
including the amount of time allotted for bathroom 
use. Southwest Key’s director touts it as one of the 
best youth shelters available; it has been toured by the 
United Nations, and it serves as a model for other cen-
ters. Still, I can’t help noticing the bars and the locks.

The second center is Lutheran Services Center, 
known as transitional foster care for younger un-
accompanied children. Here children under 12 are 
assigned case workers who match them with short-
term foster parents, trained with US government 
funding for this purpose. The foster parents bring the 
children into their homes every evening and week-
end for an average of one or two months before the 
children are reunited with a parent or other relative 
in anticipation of their court case. Many will face de-
portation.

Conversations with the social workers, psycholo-
gists, volunteers and the Sisters lead me to another 
horrendous discovery—what the children endure to 
get here. For some, their parents who already live 
and work in the US have paid coyotes thousands 
of dollars, entrusting them into a stranger’s care, to 
get them safely across the border and be reunited. 
But thousands of others have simply come on their 
own, leaving behind a “culture of fear and hopeless-
ness” where violence prevails. Some have endured 
domestic violence or gang rape. Some speak of being 
tortured in Mexico. No one is waiting for these chil-
dren on the other side of the border. No matter the 
circumstances; it’s always a risk to come. 

Border security is tight in El Paso, with high black 
fencing separating the city from Juarez and Bor-
der Patrol vehicles stationed about every 500 feet. 
Chances are those crossing will be apprehended, and 
it’s likely they will suffer some abuse or trauma on 

their journey here. But 
despite the odds, the chil-
dren themselves tell us 
they will do whatever is 
necessary to get across 
the border.

In addition to their min-
istry at Casa Alexia in 
El Paso, the School 

Sisters of St. Francis have 
established a ministry in 
one of the poorest sec-
tions of Juarez, Mexico. 
Sr. Carol Jean, Sr. Arlene 
and Sr. Josefina—the lat-
ter being the only native 

This nonfiction winner stands out for bringing fresh eyes to the all-too-familiar struggles 
on the border, including the unprecedented numbers of migrant children that have made their 

way into the headlines since the author’s visit.

The author 
outside Las 
Americas. (Pho-
tos courtesy 
Pauline Hovey)

Annunciation House—a house of hospitality for 
undocumented immigrants run entirely on donations.

Confirmation students in Juarez play a game at the 
parish center.
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of Mexico—venture across the border into El Paso 
at least weekly to run errands, shop for items they 
can’t purchase in Mexico, and visit Casa Alexia. We 
become well acquainted and when they invite me to 
come stay with them for a few days and experience 
their ministry, I agree. Chalk it up to my curiosity to 
experience life “on the other side.” Friends back in 
Virginia think I’m crazy. Even long-time residents of 
El Paso tell me they haven’t been over the border in 
years. Some say they will pray for me. I begin to se-
cretly question my decision, but my sense of adven-
ture wins out.

The Sisters moved to Juarez in 2009—at the height 
of the violence. Thousands of innocent people were 
being killed, victims of random shootings or mistak-
en identity. (This still happens, but not to the degree 
it once did.) Downtown El Paso restaurants closed 
their doors. People stopped patronizing businesses 
on the border. Stray bullets shot over from Mexico, 
lodging into local establishments. Many people fled 
the country, transporting their belongings across the 
bridge into El Paso, while the Sisters headed in the 
opposite direction carting furniture and other pos-
sessions to their new home. To understand why, one 
would have to know these women and what they rep-
resent: their mission of love and selfless service.

Sisters Carol Jean, Arlene and Josefina have es-
tablished a home in a large and very poor parish. 
They live on a pot-holed, dirt-laden street surrounded 
by crumbling stone, graffiti and very few trees. But 
entering their house feels like a clear vestige of peace 
and welcoming.

Once I settle in, Sr. Carol Jean hands me a scrap-
book she’s compiled of photos and newspaper ar-
ticles of their five years in Juarez. The first page dis-
plays a newspaper photo of a young man lying on the 
street, his face and chest splattered with blood. On 
the facing page a dead man is splayed against a car 
seat. This was the Sisters’ introduction to Juarez. I 
read the numbers of those who have been executed, 
the thousands of “forced disappearances.” So many 
innocent people tortured, killed, gone, from univer-
sity students at a party at the wrong place and the 
wrong time, to mothers shot down in front of gov-
ernment buildings while protesting the wrongful and 

violent deaths of their sons. In 2012, 60,000 deaths 
were attributed to drug-related violence in Mexico.

As I read, it’s hard to fathom the intense grief 
and rage this country of mourning parents must be 
holding. Some newspaper clippings show the Sisters 
marching alongside them in protests against the vio-
lence and the government’s lack of response. The 
Sisters serve as a quiet but stalwart presence in this 
graffiti-ridden colonia, where anything not bolted 
down is subject to piracy. Even the church’s locked 
parish center with barbed wire running atop its high 
fence doesn’t keep the gang members from claim-
ing their territory by scrawling their artwork on the 
buildings. No cars remain on the streets overnight. 

Sr. Arlene works at the human rights center as-
sociated with the parish and on Saturday she 
wants to drive me there to show me the place. 

When we get into the car, she asks if I have my pass-
port. “I’d hate to tell you what might happen,” she 
says. In this city where no one trusts the police and 
lawlessness often goes unrestrained, I don’t ask her 
any questions. 

The human rights center initially started as a so-
cial outreach center 12 years ago. But as the violence 
escalated, along with the torture and forced disap-
pearances, distraught relatives showed up desper-
ate for help. It was clear the center needed to focus 

Sr. Josefina tends to her parakeets in the courtyard 
of the Sisters’ home.

solely on human rights abuses. Sr. Arlene chose to 
put herself in the middle of the action. Since the po-
lice are the ones doing the torturing, acquiring forced 
confessions on fabricated charges, working theses 
cases can be risky, to say the least. In 2011 the federal 
police raided the center, busting doors and removing 
files. They claimed they were chasing drug dealers.

Sunday morning I accompany Sr. Carol Jean on 
her weekly visits to bring Communion to the home-
bound. Being invited into these one-room stone 
shacks puts a face on the term “dire poverty.” No 
running water. Outhouses. Crumbling walls. Images 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe and Jesus don the walls. 
And yet the people are cheerful. Grateful. Accepting. 
Faith-filled. As we leave each household, I find my-
self taking away much more than I’ve given. And I 
wonder if I’ll ever be able to explain it. 

After three days, I return to El Paso, thankful to be 
back in a safe society, but filled from the experience. 
Within a couple of weeks I will return to Virginia—
and a life that feels as though it truly is in another 
part of the world. k

Pauline Hovey is a freelance writer from central 
Virginia near the beautiful Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. Months after her experiences in El Paso, 

she accepted an invitation to serve as a lay mis-
sionary and is currently in San Antonio, Texas, 
working with Hispanic mothers and children.
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Custom Furniture and Cabinets
Refinishing • Trim and Moldings
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Closets

575-537-2057 
spwoodworking@hotmail.com• Bayard, New Mexico

by
Steve Potts

Custom Furniture and Cabinets
Refinishing • Trim and Moldings
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Closets

spwoodworking@hotmail.com• Bayard, New Mexico

Custom Furniture and Cabinets
Refinishing • Trim and Moldings
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Closets

spwoodworking@hotmail.com• Bayard, New Mexico

Custom Furniture and Cabinets
Refinishing • Trim and Moldings
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Closets

spwoodworking@hotmail.com• Bayard, New Mexico

Custom Furniture and Cabinets
Refinishing • Trim and Moldings
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Closets

spwoodworking@hotmail.com• Bayard, New Mexico



28	 SEPTEMBER 2014 www.desertexposure.com

2014 Writing Contest • Gordon Solberg

The Gift Comes Full Circle
Sometimes when you cast your bread upon the waters, you don’t have to wait long.

This deceptively simple-seeming yarn bubbles with the quirky character of our corner of the 
Southwest. And, as you’ll see, there’s a moral to it, too.

1. The Gift Goes Out

One cold January evening (Jan. 13, 1988, to be 
exact), my neighbor Bob Clark and I were 
up in the Truth or Consequences, NM, area 

moving some beehives. It’s lonely in the desert at 
night. You can freeze to death out there if you’re 
dumb enough. The winter stars are so close, they 
glue themselves to your eyelids. Coyotes cry inside 
your skin and won’t let you go. Our bodies picked up 
on these subliminal vibrations as we loaded the hives 

into the truck during the last fading 
rays of twilight, and now even the 
lull of the truck and the warmth of 
the heater weren’t enough to over-
come the message the penetrat-
ing stillness had programmed into 
those hungry centers at the centers 
of us that cried, “Fill me! And only 
a burrito will do! Hot! And with 
fries!” (Or in my case, onion rings.) 
So we decided to stop at Ray’s 
Drive-In in T or C on our way home 
for a couple of burritos to fill our 

guts with something thick and hot to drive away the 
chill from our souls.

There we were, sitting in Ray’s parking lot, chomp-
ing down on our burritos and talking about typical, 
or in Bob’s case, not-so-typical topics like God and 
prayer and prayers being answered, when all of a 
sudden, with impeccably melodramatic timing, came 

a rap-rap-rapping on the window beside 
me. I turned, rolled down the window, 
and looked into the tired blue eyes of a 
man not too old but already gray by now, 
a man accustomed to the down side of 
life, a man just getting through his life the 
best way he knew how. I instantly knew 
that he was going to hit me up for money.

His spiel was straight and direct. He 
told me that he needed a couple of dollars 
to buy a little bottle of whiskey to get him 
through the night and would I be inter-
ested in buying a can of tuna and a can of 
Vienna sausage from him for two dollars?

I was impressed by his honesty and 
directness. And yeah, I could relate to 
where he was coming from, having been 
in my version of the similar predicament 
earlier in my life: Sometimes life seems 
very, very hard and sometimes only the 
sweet oblivion of unconsciousness will 
do. So I instantly seized my opportunity 
to bestow a little blessing upon him. Not 
just any blessing, mind you, but that one 
special blessing that would send him on-
ward along life’s highway with a smile in 
his heart and whiskey breath on his lips.

“Tell ya what I’m gonna do, brother,” I told him 
theatrically. “I’m gonna give you two dollars! What 
do you think about that?” Let me tell ya, his mind just 
blew as I pressed two dollar bills into his palm!

You could sure tell that he wasn’t used to hav-
ing his prayers answered so directly like that! You 
should have seen the expression on his face! His jaw 
dropped and he just couldn’t get 
it back up! He was a sight to see.

Then he started talking 
about the Baptists. (This being 
a Wednesday night, they were 
having their prayer meeting right 
across the street at that very mo-
ment.) “I just came from there,” 
he said, gesturing to the church. 
“The Baptists are always saying, 
‘Jesus did this, Jesus did that, Je-
sus said this, Jesus said that.’”

“Yeah, but how about now?” I 
said, completing his thought for 
him.

“Yeah, how about now!” he 
agreed. Then he said, “The people 
in heaven must be like you.”

“Yep!” I agreed, having learned 
years ago to instantly accept all 
honest compliments.

After attempting to get me to 
at least take the can of tuna, he thanked me one last 
time and went on his merry-enough way, heading for 
the nearest liquor store at full warp speed.

Bob and I looked at each other with amazement. 
“Wow, we were just talking about prayers being an-
swered and stuff like that, and look at what just hap-
pened: I answered this guy’s prayer,” I observed with 
evident amazement.

“I think you just passed a test,” Bob said.
It sure seemed that way. There was a particular 

vibration in the air.

2. The Gift Returns

After finishing our burritos, we drove six 
blocks to the Marshall Bath House to deliver 
36 quarts of honey to a man who had called 

me unexpectedly several days before. Belching oc-
casional burrito belches, Bob and I continued to dis-
cuss the “answered prayer” incident, bringing in re-
lated topics like gifts and blessings and good karma. 
We pulled up at the bath house and this bright-eyed 
old coot opened the door and stepped outside almost 
before I got the truck stopped.

Bob and I got out, introduced ourselves, and load-
ed the honey into the man’s truck. “I’m giving all this 
honey to the Indians,” the old man said.

GIVING all this honey to the Indians? Well, you 
could have knocked us down with a feather! Be-

cause Bob and I had just been talking, not only 
about gifts and blessings and good karma, but 
about how God can tailor-make any conceivable 
situation right there on the spot to teach us just 
the exact right lesson that we need to learn at that 
exact precise point in our lives. It’s downright un-
canny, is what it is, and now here was a blatant ex-
ample of just such a lesson being played out before 
our very eyes in “real time mode,” and we knew it 
while it was happening!

Then the old man and I went inside, leaving Bob 
alone with a cigarette.

“It’s good that there are people like you doing 
things like giving honey to the Indians,” I gushed, 
reinforcing him to the max. Being a capitalist, I has-
tened to continue, “It works out to $108, but you can 
have it for a flat $100.” Such a deal! Not only was I giv-
ing him a good-karma discount, but I wasn’t charging 
him for delivery! Lucky for him I had been needing to 

come to T or C anyway to move 
those hives.

Then the old codger and I 
flowed in deep tandem power-
glide together for a few min-
utes as he waxed philosophical 
about love and marriage, and 
made some interesting but not 
necessarily accurate observa-
tions about my second ex-wife, 
who was quite a personage in T 
or C, being town librarian and 
all. But then the conversation 
quickly waned as he crashed 
into the shallows of superfici-
ality and convention, and I lost 
interest.

“It’s a long drive back,” I said.
“It sure is,” he agreed.
Bob and I got back in the 

truck and started to leave. When 
we were already well-nigh un-

derway, the old geezer yelled out the door for me to 
stop, so I aborted my motion-initiation sequence and 
switched to “standby” mode as he came out the door 
with a bag in his hand.

“Would you like some walnuts?” he asked.
“You bet!” I replied, and at that moment I realized 

that my $2 gift to the wino at Ray’s Drive-In had al-
ready come full circle.

P.S. It was a lot more than $2 worth of walnuts.
Moral: God doesn’t keep count. k

Gordon Solberg is a beekeeper who has lived on 
the bank of the Rio Grande near Radium Springs 

since 1973.
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In Canto 30 of Paradise, Dante
mentions the laughter of grass.
I am almost there now. Running

on Angel Loop, I rub shoulders
with tall mountain marigold
and goldeneye, a festival
of yellow, some blue
trumpet shapes and a few red ones.
My favorite spot is a stretch of bald rock
just before all the yellow. Yesterday
I tickled grass. I wanted to
hear its laughter. I think it was just crickets
rubbing their wings in the wind. I think
how I will likely never understand
why we should need darkness when
we yearn and strive for light. I understand

the concept of duality. Only my heart
so obstinately wishes to believe
pure light is possible. Meanwhile 
a lizard dives face first under
the nearest rock ledge as I contemplate
scorpions and roses. I wish
these liquid lizards could trust me.
But how would they know love?
To them I am merely one
of the shadows of darkness. Still
I want to belong to light, to laughter,
to lizards believing in love. Today
grass tickled me. There are asters too
now, their yellow center full of summer
scent and whispering goodbye. k

 Beate Sigriddaugh-
ter is the author of 

Beauty Sleeping, 
a new novel about 
an artist’s journey 
through the often 

daunting landscapes 
of self-doubt and 

disillusionment. She 
lives and writes and 
sometimes dances in 

Silver City.

Rescued, Abandoned and Abused Animals need loving homes.
All are spayed or neutered and have current vaccinations.

Call Pat at 575-649-7644 • We have puppies and kittens, too!

Loving home needed for Bandit!

Columbus Animal Rescue

I’m Bandit. I am an indoor dog, 2 1/2 years old. 
I am very gentle. I get along with all dogs, and 
with cats. I love to be petted. I would like 
another dog to play with but I will be happy 
with one person or a family. I just want a home 
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bies are so dumb!”
Hortencia hung her head.
Having reestablished her authority, Teresa contin-

ued. “Intercede is like dar; it means to give. You pray to 
your saint, and your saint gives you what you pray for.”

“I prayed to Santa Rita for a bicycle, but I didn’t 
get one,” Lupita ventured.

Teresa Melendriz took a step backward and 
put her hands on her hips. To Lupita, Teresa’s eyes 
looked like they might be narrowing with menace, 
and she began to fidget.

“Hija, you dummy! Don’t you know anything? Is 
this the parish of Santa Rita?”

Lupita looked at the ground.
“No it isn’t, is it?” Teresa said with disdain. “No 

wonder you didn’t get the bicycle: you prayed to a 
saint who lives 20 miles from here.”

“Which saint do you pray to?” Hortencia asked.
“I,” Teresa said majestically, “pray to Saint Vincent 

de Paul.”
“So do I,” said Hortencia.
“You can’t!” Teresa said at once.
“Why not?” pleaded Hortencia.
“Because… because I’m already praying to him,” 

said Teresa. “Do you expect him to hear both of our 
prayers at once? What if you try to pray to him while 
he’s already busy interceding for me? You can’t ex-
pect him to be in two places at once, can you?”

Hortencia started to cry.
“I know,” beamed Teresa, “you can pray to Saint 

Cecilia. Her chapel is only on the other side of the 
hospital, so she’s still in this parish.”

“Well, what saint do I pray to?” begged Lupita. 
“Where’s another saint?”

Teresa frowned. “I can’t think of one,” she said. 
“Saint Lord must be in Lordsburg, but that’s farther 
away than Santa Rita. Maybe you can get your moth-
er to take you to Santa Rita.”

“She can’t,” said Lupita. “My father takes the truck 
to the mine every day. Why don’t one of you share 
your saint with me?”

“Can’t,” said Teresa.
“Can’t,” said Hortencia.
“Just on Mondays?” Lupita begged.
“Can’t,” they both said.
Lupita began to cry. “I’ll tell Raymond,” she threat-

ened.
“You just get your own saint,” Teresa snapped.
“Crybaby,” said Hortencia.
“Am not!” cried Lupita.
“Oh, you’re such a baby,” Teresa hissed, turning 

away from her and starting toward the swings. But 
after three paces, she stopped, turned again, and run-
ning back by Lupita in the direction of the merry-go-
round, slapped the younger girl, hard, on the arm.

Lupita howled with pain.

Father Angelo Latelli, El Gi-
gante as he was known 
among his parishioners, 

walked heavily past the front 
door of Holguin’s Fix-It Shop, 
turned right, and stopped dead in 
his tracks. Before him, the entire 
length of Belyle Pequeño seemed 
to be seething. Bees, he thought, 
they are like swarms of bees; the 
whole street is a beehive.

The trick, in so far as Father 
Latelli was concerned, was not to 
bring down the full weight of his 

260 pounds on one or another of the buzzing little 
bodies. But Father Latelli had met that problem and 
solved it. Children, he had observed, disliked the 
odor of cigars; therefore, when Father Latelli visited 
his parishioners on Belyle Pequeño, he armed him-
self in advance, lighting a thick Manila Blunt at the 
head of the street and then blowing the smoke di-
rectly ahead of him as he walked. The children then 
parted in front of him like the Red Sea when Moses 
first advanced upon it.

On the day in question, before reaching the near-
est edge of the Lincoln Street Public School play-
ground, Father Latelli found that he had thrice cau-
tioned against acts of minor vandalism, mediated 
four potential fistfights, blessed two houses, and 
smoked half of his first cigar. He knew that he was 
going to have to proceed with care in order to avoid 
expending his ration of two cigars before the conclu-
sion of his visit.

Ten minutes later, as he stepped back onto the 
street from the Huerta home, Father Latelli found 

In the Village of San Vicente, by turning right off 
Sonora Road, up beyond the Martinez Grocery, 
one finds a narrow street that winds downhill be-

hind the Lincoln Street Public School. Thereafter, the 
meandering passage rises slowly across the western 
saddle of Yucca Hill until, quite suddenly, it comes to 
an abrupt stop against the chain-link fence surround-
ing the manganese mine. The name of this street 
is Little Belyle or, in the dialect of Spanish often 

spoken along 
the street, Be-
lyle Pequeño. 
Where the 
name origi-
nated or what 
it might mean 
have never 
been matters of 
concern to the 
people whose 
homes line 
the street’s un-
paved surface.

Once, how-
ever, in con-
versation with 
the fat Señora 
Gallegos, Doña 
Serefina, Belyle 
Pequeño’s old-
est inhabitant, 
is reported to 
have said that 
she thought 
the name had 
something to 
do with the 

well water in the area. The exact significance of this 
idea seemed to have been lost by Doña Serefina, who 
had exhumed the recollection, naked and unadorned, 
from a few words heard in her distant youth. The fat 
Señora, something of a prodigy on Sonora Road, 
gave the issue considerable thought and eventually 
concluded that wells in the backyards along Belyle 
Pequeño were in some way responsible for the high 
fertility rate in the neighborhood.

Rodolfo Gallegos, the fat Señora’s husband, 
seemed much amused by his wife’s deduction and 
went so far as to suggest that perhaps the water 
contained special micro-organismos that might con-
tribute to the street’s epidemic pregnancy following 
Lent. Although the fat Señora had no trouble belit-
tling her husband’s analysis in his presence, she did 
hasten to present the idea to her friend, Lupe Madele-
na Hurtado, as a probable scientific fact. Whatever 
the case, Belyle Pequeño constituted a San Vicente 
neighborhood absolutely crawling with children.

And there was another thing interesting about the 
demography of Belyle Pequeño: By far, the largest 
concentration of children seemed to be living mid-
way between Holguin’s Fix-It Shop and the mine. No 
one had ever tried to explain that; it was merely a fact 
that along a 200-yard stretch of the street, the largest 
families seemed to be living in houses that bordered 
the playground of the Lincoln Street Public School.

Efrim and Tina Melendriz, for example, lived di-
rectly across the street from the swings; they had 
nine boys and a girl. Charles and Rose Wiggins, the 
Mormon family, lived across from the teeter-totters; 
they had four boys and six girls. Emilia and Joe Lopez 
had seven girls, and Alex Madrid and the diminutive 
Maria, who lived close to the merry-go-round, had an 
even dozen, split down the middle by gender. Dan-
ny and Sally Huerta, who had produced only three 
daughters, were pitied by the entire neighborhood 
and by Father Latelli, who often found himself called 
upon to give Sally commiserative consolation during 
her frequent confessions. “Be patient,” he kept telling 
her, “you are only 23. You still have plenty of time.”

As San Vicente’s older residents passed up and 

down Belyle Pequeño, school always seemed to be 
in session at the Lincoln Street Public School be-
cause, winter or summer, day or night, the lower 
playgrounds seemed to be overflowing with children, 
their voices splitting the air. Some neighborhoods 
gave thanks to be free from so much noise, but the 
people living along Belyle Pequeño rather liked to 
hear their children’s voices; they said that the sounds 
made them feel young.

All save one, that is—the widower, Baltasar de 
Zaragosa, who considered the furor to be utter pan-
demonium. To Baltasar, a man of education who 
worked as a proofreader for the San Vicente Enter-
prise, peace and serenity seemed nothing short of 
divine gifts from a benevolent God. But the activi-
ties daily taking place on Belyle Pequeño—activities 
that he witnessed from his small apartment in Doña 
Serefina’s attic—seemed to resemble the chaos of an 
overturned anthill. No matter. Along the street, the 
ants remained perpetually oblivious to Baltasar’s ex-
istence, or nearly so.

At the northern end of the Lincoln Street Public 
School’s lower playground, Hortencia Madrid 
and Lupita Gomez shouted at each other.

“Can.”
“Can’t.”
“Can!”
“Can’t!”
“Oh yes you can!” Teresa Melendriz snapped with 

a sneer. “You can so pray to a saint!”
The unexpected appearance of the older Teresa 

caused Lupita to take an immediate step backwards, 
and then another, while a smile of satisfaction spread 
across Hortencia’s face.

“No hitting,” said Lupita, backing even farther 
away and preparing to run.

“Holy Mother of God!” Teresa Melendriz said, her 
eyes seeking the sky as she intoned her mother’s fa-
vorite expression.

Hortencia’s mouth fell open.
“Really, Lupita, you are to be pitied,” Teresa con-

tinued. “The church teaches us to pity, not hit the ig-
norant.”

Lupita did not quite know the meaning of igno-
rant; neither did she quite know the meaning of pity. 
What she did know was that the 
last time she had passed Teresa 
Melendriz on the playground, Te-
resa had slapped her hard on the 
arm, twice, and that the welts had 
taken an hour to disappear.

“That is not what you said to 
me on Monday, and if you hit me 
today, I will tell my brother, Ray-
mond, and he will beat you up,” 
said Lupita, dropping back two 
more paces.

For a moment, Teresa Melen-
driz’s eyes looked mean, but then, suddenly, they be-
came wide and soft, and Lupita sensed that she had 
passed a crisis and that maybe Teresa wasn’t going to 
slap her after all.

Hortencia said, “Let’s play on the swings.”
“Just a minute,” said Teresa. “I am not going to 

hit you, Lupita. I’m just going to tell you what Father 
Latelli said to Sally Huerta when we were coming out 
of Mass yesterday.”

“What was that?” Hortencia asked, eager to rub in 
her victory.

“He said, ‘Pray to the saints to intercede.’”
“What does that mean? That word intercede. Stop 

using fourth-grade words, Tessy,” Hortencia said. 
“How do you think we can understand you?”

Lupita picked at a scab on her knee and said noth-
ing. She also did not know the meaning of intercede 
but feared that if she said so, Teresa might hit her, 
and so, she said nothing.

“Really, Hortencia,” Teresa said, “don’t they 
teach you anything in the third grade? You ba-

2014 Writing Contest • Phillip Parotti

The St. Ignatius Day Parade
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a tale of youthful scheming in a town that sounds a lot like one we know well.

2 014



DESERT EXPOSURE SEPTEMBER 2014	 31

himself greeted by a strange sight. Zigzagging down 
the sidewalk, apparently lost in a book that seemed to 
be receiving his undivided attention, moved Baltasar 
de Zaragosa. The fact that Baltasar’s legs seemed to 
be missing, that his torso seemed to be riding on a 
sea of tiny heads, struck Father Latelli as amusing, 
particularly in view of the way 
that Baltasar’s torso seemed to 
be jiggling back and forth across 
the sidewalk as it tried to move 
forward. On the instant and with a 
chuckle, Father Latelli found him-
self reminded of the time that he 
had seen Tio Juan, San Vicente’s 
last remaining herdsman, attempt 
to cut a passage through his goats.

In front of the Gomez house, 
the two men finally drew abreast 
of each other, or at least Father 
Latelli assumed that it was the Gomez house be-
cause the little girl sitting on the edge of the porch 
rail looked like a Gomez. Instantly, he wondered 
how the little girl had received the large red welt on 
her arm and was about to launch into a brief homily 
on hitting when the sea of heads once more shifted, 
propelling Baltasar straight across the sidewalk and 
directly into his shoulder.

“Ah,” quipped Father Latelli with a booming voice 
as he reached out to steady Baltasar, “Ignatius of An-
tioch, I presume, about to be devoured by the lions?”

Baltasar gave a slight nod but only had time to beg 
the priest’s pardon before, once again, the masses 
lunged, driving him farther down the sidewalk to-
ward the Huerta house.

“Beware the beasts of the field,” Father Latelli 
called after him. Angelo Latelli would have said 
more, but before he could speak, he felt the sleeve of 
his cassock being tugged.

“I need a saint, Father.”
“What?” he said, whirling, trying to locate the 

voice. He found it, finally, coming from the small girl 
with the welt on her arm, who had left the Gomez 
porch to tug at his sleeve.

“I need a saint to pray to, Father.”
Out of the corner of his eye, two doors down the 

street, Father Latelli caught sight of a sudden move-

ment. Standing high up on the porch roof of the 
Melendriz house, Jose Melendriz and Billy Wiggins 
seemed to be straining to retain control of the bitter 
end of a rope. Father Latelli’s eyes then followed the 
rope down to the point where, three feet above the 
ground, it had been tied to the handle of a bucket. 

Hunched down in the bucket, 
sucking his thumb, the Melendriz 
infant, his black hair waving in the 
breeze, seemed oblivious to his 
ascent.

“NO! Stop, boys!” yelled Father 
Latelli, starting to run.

“Please, Father, I need a saint!” 
cried the little Gomez girl from be-
hind him.

“Ignatius!” Father Latelli 
shouted back without bothering 
to look. He had just time enough, 

he thought, to grab the bucket before Jose and Billy 
swung it into the rose bush.

“No, we’ll have the procession on Saturday,” 
Lupita said emphatically. “After all, he’s 
my saint, isn’t he?”

“But my mother’s calendar says his saint’s day is 
on Friday,” complained Patsy Cepeda.

“Look,” said Hortencia, “we’ve got school on Fri-
day. We can’t have it then.”

“That’s right,” said Lupita. “And saints know when 
we have to go to school, so my saint will forgive us 
for holding it on Saturday.”

Stevie Melendriz rubbed the toe of his shoe in the 
dirt. “I don’t think that Baltasar de Zaragoza is really 
Saint Ignatius of Antique,” he said.

“He is so!” huffed Lupita. “Father Latelli said so. I 
was there. I heard him say it.”

“My sister says that…”
“Hijo, Stevie! Your sister this, your sister that. 

What is your sister, a nun or something? Listen, Ste-
vie, do you want to lead this procession, or do you 
want Teresa to lead it, ’cause if you tell your sister 
any more about it, she’s going to boss us with all of 
her fourth-grade friends.”

ST. IGNATIUS continued on next page
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“Lupita’s right,” said Hortencia in a spontaneous 
demonstration of loyalty. “If Tessy wants to have a 
procession, let her make her own. We don’t want no 
bosses.”

Stevie hung his head.
“And Jose, and Billy? They’re coming?” Lupita 

asked.
“I dunno,” Stevie said. “They’ve had a little trou-

ble with our father. They dropped Manny in the rose 
bush, by mistake.”

Lupita and Hortencia looked at each other with 
blank expressions. “Get them here, if you can,” Lu-
pita said finally, “Saturday morning. Hortencia and 
I will make the banner. And the animals have to be 
washed and clean. My brother says that you can’t 
have a saint’s day procession with dirty animals. Ev-
erybody on ’Lyle Pequeño from the first through the 
third grade marches. Ten o’clock, lower playground. 
Stevie and I will lead the procession to Saint Igna-
tius’ apartment, and I,” she said, keeping one eye on 
Hortencia, “will be happy to share my saint with all 
of you guys.”

Felicia Cepeda washed dishes for the third time 
that day. The Cepedas had enjoyed enchiladas 
for supper, and Felicia intended to clean her 

plates before the remains of the cheese hardened 
into an indelible plaster.

“Can I have some soap, Mamma?”
Felicia turned to find her daughter, Patsy, standing 

behind her.
“What are you doing?” Felicia asked
“Washing, Mamma. I have to wash some things be-

fore the procession.”
“What procession are you talking about, hija?”
“Lupita’s, Mamma. It’s tomorrow.”
Felicia Cepeda didn’t have the slightest idea what 

her daughter was talking about, but obviously, she 
thought, it had to do with some 
game the children were playing. 
Quickly, she pointed to the dish 
detergent that was standing on the 
edge of the counter.

Patsy poured some of the de-
tergent into the half-filled bucket 
she was carrying, opened the back 
door, and went down the steps into 
the backyard, trying hard not to 
slosh water over her shoes. Watch-
ing her daughter, Felicia smiled, 
but then, finding that some of the 
supper’s chile had hardened onto her plates, she 
once again occupied herself with the task at hand. 
When she finished, she put the last dish in the drain-
er, dropped her scrub brush onto the counter, and 
arched her back to take out the kinks that had devel-
oped while she leaned over the sink. Then, almost as 
an afterthought, she glanced out her kitchen window 
into the backyard.

The fenced space behind the Cepeda house was 
not large, but it was nevertheless adequate to 
provide a play area for several children. The 

children in the yard that evening were not engaged in 
play, however; instead, they were standing, all seven 
of them, watching Patsy attempt to lower Tigre, the 
family cat, into the bucket of soapy water that she 
had carried out of the house. Each time Patsy low-
ered the cat to the lip of the bucket, each of its four 
legs shot straight out to clamp a claw tightly to the 
galvanized rim.

“I don’t think,” Armando Gomez ventured, “that 
Tigre wants to take a bath.”

“Yeah,” said Hortencia.
“Lupita said each animal must be clean,” said 

Patsy.
“Here,” said Chester Wiggins, trying to be help-

ful, “I’ll get hold of Tigre’s legs. When I’ve got them, 
Patsy, you push him into the water.”

“Yeah,” Patsy said brightly, “that should work 
good.”

At the same moment Chester grabbed Tigre’s legs, 
Patsy began pushing the cat into the suds. Both chil-
dren were already aware that they had made a mistake 
even before Mrs. Cepeda burst through the back door 
of the house screaming, “No! Stop! He will scratch!”

Saturday had always been Baltasar de Zarago-
sa’s favorite day of the week, his day off, and 
for years, he had followed the same routine in 

its observance. Each Saturday, he slept until eight 
o’clock; then he walked down Belyle Pequeño to 
Benny’s Cafe to have his breakfast. And afterward, 
with a copy of the El Paso Times under his arm, he 
retraced his steps and took a cup of coffee on Doña 
Serefina’s front porch while he read about events in 
the broader world. In the afternoons, he sometimes 
went to the movies downtown; sometimes he read 
one of his books about the happenings in ancient 
Rome or Greece. But no matter what he did, he al-
ways thought of Saturday as a splendid day.

On the Saturday of that particular week, Baltasar 
felt himself to be a little behind schedule, possibly 
because he had walked all the way to the Martinez 
Grocery in order to buy a copy of the Albuquerque 
Journal. As he strolled slowly back up Belyle Peque-
ño, several minutes passed before he realized that 
the street seemed partially devoid of children and 
strangely silent. He found the sensation pleasant as 
well as unusual and wondered if the schools might 
be holding some special event. As he passed the Lin-
coln Street Public School, finally, he noticed that far 
more children seemed to be collected on the play-
ground than he might have expected and assumed 
that his deduction had been correct. He would, he 
imagined, be able to read his paper in peace for the 
first time since the last snowstorm.

Baltasar had walked to within two blocks of Doña 
Serefina’s house when, suddenly, a bugle blared be-
hind him, and then, as he turned to look over his 

shoulder, the drums began to sound.

When the bugle split the air, Alex and Maria 
Madrid had leapt from their chairs and 
rushed to the window.

“What the hell . . . ?” Alex exclaimed.
Maria’s jaw had fallen and then, just as quickly, 

snapped shut.
As the Madrids left the window and emerged 

onto their front porch, Chester Wiggins, his forearms 
thickly bandaged with gauze and 
adhesive tape, passed directly in 
front of them, wearing his Cub 
Scout uniform and blowing his 
brother’s Boy Scout bugle in 
an utter explosion of deafening 
blasts. Directly behind Chester, 
Lupita Gomez and Patsy Cepeda, 
whose forearms also happened to 
be bandaged, carried a red jersey 
banner—something that looked 
to the Madrids like one of the fat 
Señora Gallegos’ petticoats, res-

urrected from the garbage, with lettering on it.
“What does it say?” Alex ventured.
Maria Madrid shook her head, squinted, and then 

said, “Saint Ignatius Day Parade? Is that what it 
says? What is that, do you think?”

Following behind the banner, pulling a red wagon 
marked Lepers for Cleaning, Hortencia waved to her 
mother. On top of the wagon, sitting in a makeshift 
cage, holding his bottle in one hand and Tigre’s tail in 
the other, the infant Melendriz looked fat and happy. 
Half of the other children in the neighborhood fol-
lowed along behind, some beating drums, some 
wearing homemade ecclesiastical garments, some 
riding decorated bicycles, and not a few leading 
animals. With regard to the livestock, Alex Madrid 
counted seven dogs, three chickens, three ducks, 
two goats, a shoat and a limp bull snake.

As the procession proceeded, Alex and Maria 
stepped down onto the sidewalk and watched it make 
its way up Belyle Pequeño toward the end of the street. 
From somewhere up ahead—not far, Alex thought, 
from the place where Baltasar de Zaragosa was stand-
ing—Ethel Miller’s little rat terrier, Baldy, ran into the 
street and started barking at the procession. Alex 
watched as Hortencia stopped and patted the dog on 
the head, but then he gasped as Hortencia picked Baldy 
up, opened the leper’s cage, and thrust him inside.

With a screech that could be heard even over the 
drums and the bugle, Tigre sprang from the cage and 
shot across the street, running between Baltasar’s 
legs in his haste to disappear into a narrow alley. 
And within a fraction of a second, as a barking Baldy 
sounded a howl for blood, the whole procession ex-
ploded: Ducks honked, chickens flapped and flew, 
goats butted, the shoat squealed, and seven dogs, 
mindless of everything but Tigre’s escape, upended 
and then trampled Baltasar as they raced to give im-
mediate chase. The bull snake, as it was later learned, 
disappeared down a drain pipe.

Doña Serefina dialed her telephone, waited 
several seconds for the connection to make; 
then she spoke into the mouthpiece: “That is 

you, Father Latelli?”
“Yes. Doña Serefina?” said Angelo Latelli. “What 

can I do for you today?”
“Padre,” Doña Serefina said, “you had better come 

to my house immediately. I have 37 children kneel-
ing in my front yard, praying for Saint Ignatius of 
Antique—and do not ask me what that is supposed 
to mean—to come out of his attic and intercede for 
them. Also, Don Baltasar has had a peculiar accident 
this morning and has locked himself in his room.”

The line remained silent.
“Father, you are there?” asked Doña Serefina.
“I’ll be right over,” said Father Latelli. Hanging up 

the telephone, Angelo Latelli reached into his desk 
drawer and took out five, then six Manila Blunts. 
Then he snatched his coat from its hook and thrust 
himself through the front door of the rectory. Ignati-
us, he thought, Saint Ignatius of Antique? Whatever 
could it mean? k

Phillip “Pep” Parotti grew up in Silver City and 
has retired and come home after a long teach-
ing career at Sam Houston State University in 

Huntsville, Texas.
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There’s a flea market held on Saturday and Sun-
day mornings a little north of Deming, across 
from the exit to the Hatch Highway, that man-

ager Patrick Pelton claims has existed for over 35 
years, which he found out with a little research. In 
other words, it’s been there since before 1979.

What they sell there are screwdrivers, chain 
saws, sewing machines, used jeans, Zapata T-shirts, 
Mimbres pottery shards, a used book of ham reci-
pes, DVDs, dollar bills from 1899, 1914 and 1928, fus-
es for bombs used at a bombing range near Franklin 
Street in WWII, a live python, used telephones, yel-
low plastic toy pistols, real rifles, potted plants—
ruda (rue), two-foot-high sábila (aloe vera), and 
mulberry-tree saplings—electric sanders, hammers, 
tree-pruning shears, large wood sculptures of don-
keys and saints, door hinges for Model Ts, cowboy 
boots, handmade jewelry, chintzy costume jewelry, 
Dutchman salt and pepper shakers, new tires, and 
matching cobalt-blue drinking glasses with lacy 
white designs.

More than that is being sold at what Mexicans 
call la pulga (“the flea”). Prices for vendor spots 
today are $11 in the shade, $7 outside, $2 for large 
tables and $1 for small ones. There’s no paperwork 
for the vendors. It’s a marvel of informality.

Most vendors live in Deming or Columbus, but a 
few come from El Paso or Chaparral, even Arizona, 
and sleep over on Friday nights.

La pulga is a meeting place for friends, family, 
and workmates, and a place for after-church social-
izing. It’s a place for old-timers with canes in their 
hands and toddlers with their hair full of ribbons.

Pelton, who rides around in a little golf cart, 
says there used to be another flea market 
down on Pine Street near where the old A&W 

was. People used to put things out on the sidewalk 
to sell them. The one north of town was called the 
“Northside flea market.”

He remembers someone who would say, “There’s 
nothing but stolen property!” But he responds with 
contempt, “What kind of man would steal some-
thing and bring it out here?” 

There have always been both Anglos and Mexi-
cans buying and selling. Pelton and another vendor 
estimate that 50% or 60% of the people present are 
Mexicans. But my eyes tell me that 80% to 90% are.

The Mexican aspect of the flea market represents 
a home away from home for a lot of them. Some of 
the vendors don’t even speak English.

The best part of it all for me is the Mexican 
food. There’s a tiny restaurant called El Chap-
arral on the grounds, with a long menu of 

small items like burritos and flautas, and there are 
Mexican-made ads for soda on the wall. It feels un-
cannily like a restaurant in a little Mexican town. 

Next door to this is a semi-open-air place called 
El Oasis that serves aguas frescas, the cool flavored 
drinks that are quintessentially Mexican. My favor-
ite flavor is melón, made entirely of real cantaloupe 
juice and multiple ice cubes. There’s nothing better 
to counteract a swelteringly hot day.

 And just recently someone has set up a mobile 
grill in front of El Oasis where you can get tamales 
or tacos. They smell delicious.

Another eatery has been there for two decades 
and has no name. It operates out of a trailer in the 
northwest corner of la pulga, and three sturdy, plain 
tables are set up under a roof. The friend I ate with 
is vegetarian, and this was the 
only place that had something for 
her. We both had chiles rellenos, 
and a few flies completed the am-
bience.

 Near the parking area there’s 
a place where they are always 
roasting elotes, or corn on the 
cob. They sometimes make 
aguas frescas, too. Fresh veg-
etables and fruit are brought up 
from El Paso every weekend.

This stall and another one 

across the way carry dozens of Mexican candies. 
Mexican kids and adults have reveled in these for 
decades.

There are hot or salted tamarind-pulp candies, 
called pulparindo, mango and watermelon lolli-
pops, the very traditional peanut marzipan wrapped 
in cellophane with a red rose printed on it, and the 
Duvalin hazelnut vanilla candies with a tiny plastic 
spoon to eat it with. 

The pulga can be too hot in the summer, and 
in the spring the wind can throw dust around 
and spoil everything. Not many people stay 

long on those days.
I sometimes feel it’s too banal, too nutsy-boltsy, 

for my tastes. But I often leave with some interest-
ing purchase I’ve made, or warmed by some conver-
sation I’ve had.

“This place is one of the last remaining places of 
pure Americana!” said one vendor enthusiastically.

I can’t decide whether it’s the un-border or if it 
is the border.

Violent Revelation

On a much more somber note, here is some 
news that has come out recently more loud-
ly in the press, at least online. It is about 

what may be the largest massacre in the history of 
the drug violence in Mexico.

It happened in early 2011 in a town named Al-
lende about half an hour south of the Texas border, 
in the state of Coahuila. It hasn’t been reported until 
now because of the fear of the people in the region. 
It’s been understood that there was a blackout on 
news in northeast Mexico—Coahuila, Tamaulipas 
and Nuevo Leon—for a few years because of ex-
treme violence against journalists.

But it’s being reported that at least 300 people 
were killed there. In revenge for the actions of a 
couple of narcos in their ranks, the Zetas set about 
to kill people with those men’s names in Allende. 
Many were women and children in these families; 
others were cooks or gardeners. They were inciner-
ated in big industrial drums.

The point of mentioning this is not just to com-
memorate one of the most nightmarish events in 
the drug war. But in relation to this event, a former 
mayor in a town in Nuevo Leon was quoted in an 
article in Vice News (July 10) as saying that possibly 
a quarter of a million people have died in the drug 
conflict, not the 50,000 figure that many reporters 
use. 

He has heard many stories of unreported vio-
lence, and claims that the great majority of victims’ 
families are too afraid to report the deaths of their 
relatives. This supports what NMSU librarian Molly 
Molloy has said for a few years.

If these estimates come close to the truth, then 
the drug war may be far more devastating than most 
people realize. k

Hunger continues unabated in 
Palomas. Please contribute to 
the organizations listed near 
the bottom of the Desert Expo-
sure online home page under 

“Collections.” 
Borderlines columnist Marjorie 

Lilly lives in Deming.

Borderlines • Marjorie Lilly

La Pulga
Visiting Deming’s colorful flea market.
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When I was a grubby little curtain-climber, 
the mailbox was a magical place. Birthday 
cards from Grandma would materialize 

each year with $15, my monthly issue of Boy’s Life 
magazine would show up, and I’d send away film for 
processing, eagerly awaiting the arrival of my pho-
tos. Seeing the boxy mail Jeep bounce down the road 
was a highlight of a summer day, and I’d run out to 
get the mail. But the role of the United States Postal 
Service has evolved, and as much as I enjoy antiquat-
ed communication technology, I can’t see much hope 
for the future. 

Despite evidence to the contrary, the United 
States Postal Service wasn’t created just to furnish 
you with pizza-delivery coupons. Authorized by the 
United States Constitution and headed up by Post-
master Benjamin Franklin, who really was a goody-
good over-achiever, it delivered its first letter in 1775. 
(Surprisingly, it was a prize-winning notification from 
Publishers’ Clearing House.) The establishment of a 
reliable postal service was crucial 
to the growth of the new nation, 
and the system was lauded as fast 
and convenient, the last time any-
body ever described the post of-
fice that way. 

The USPS may have a few prob-
lems these days, but an inability to 
lose money isn’t one of them. The 
post office chews through great 
piles of cash like a fiduciary Krak-
en, gulping down shiploads of de-
licious money. From April to June 
2014, USPS lost $2 billion, making 
even the most gluttonous cash-Kraken say, “Whoa, 
slow down, you’re going to make yourself sick.” The 
only way an organization could lose more money 
faster would be to get an enormous payday loan or 
host the Olympics.  

So how can they flush so much money away so 
quickly? The volume of first-class mail continues to 
fall—no surprise in this increasingly digital age. But 
the biggest payout this quarter was to cover a $1.5 
billion increase in expenses related to workers’ com-
pensation payments. Plus, there’s a federally man-
dated retiree healthcare fund that’s due another $5.7 
billion annual payment in September. 

USPS and postal unions see the train wreck com-
ing, and have actually been petitioning Congress to 
allow a modification in business practices, including 
eliminating Saturday delivery and door-to-door de-
livery, which could save $6.5 billion a year. But cer-
tain lobbyists and legislators refuse to compromise, 
pointing to the constitutional mandate. And these 
guys know about legislative responsibility; after all, 
Congress is the same bunch of clowns who passed 
the law requiring the postal service to pre-fund the 

retiree healthcare benefits for 75 years, something no 
other institution, public or private, does in the entire 
United States. Finding a way to pay for it isn’t exactly 
Congress’ strong suit.

Do we really need the postal service? Imagine 
that America never abandoned the telegraph 
because the Constitution required us to have 

a transcontinental system of communication built 
on Morse code. Despite the advent of the telephone, 
television, radio, fax, email, texting and the Internet, 
lobbyists and legislators insisted on sticking with the 
telegraph because they don’t want to put a lot of te-
legraphers out of work, and hell, it’s in the Consti-
tution that we gotta have it.  The American people 
would continue to fund the stupid thing even though 
nobody uses it anymore, and it costs 49 cents to send 
a message. Eventually, the only people who would 
use the telegraph are commercial interests that send 
you telegrams you never wanted offering pizza dis-

counts and satellite TV.
Maybe the telegraph lobby 

wasn’t as powerful as the postal 
lobby. The telegraph never had 
the romantic appeal of the mail-
box. It’s hard to beat the appeal 
of handwritten letters, or getting 
the news of the world delivered to 
your door by a human being in a 
spiffy uniform who took an oath 
to get this stuff to you regardless 
of wind or rain or snow or zombie 
apocalypse.

But it’s an antiquated form of 
communication. As postal customers, we have choic-
es. We can opt to get and pay bills electronically. We 
can send and receive packages via brown, yellow or 
white trucks. We can send letters via email or text. 

I haven’t run to meet the mailman in years. (I 
stopped when sudden movements were discour-
aged around postal workers after several unpleasant 
shootings.) It’s got to suck to have a job that’s been 
thoroughly obsolesced, and working for a company 
that’s all but bankrupt. Times change, however, and 
maybe it’s time we relegate the USPS to the Island 
of Misfit Technologies, right next to the telegraph, 
eight-track tape and VHS player. It was fun while it 
lasted. k

Henry Lightcap is waiting 
for his Publishers Clear-
ing House winnings at 

his humble abode in Las 
Cruces.

Henry Lightcap’s Journal • Henry Lightcap

Going Postal
Is it time to stamp out the postal service?
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Body, Mind & Spirit • Azima Lila Forest

A Dream of Healing
Exploring dreamwork for healing body and spirit.

Healing. Where does it come from? Who or 
what heals? My 40-plus years of involvement 
with various healing arts have taught me that 

healing comes from two sources: the body itself, and 
what we might call the Source, or whatever name 
we might give the great mystery that has created 
this universe and continually gives rise to all vibra-
tion, energy and life itself. Human beings, in my un-
derstanding, can act as conduits or channels of that 
universal healing energy for other beings but are not 
the source of it.

The human body has amazing capabilities to pro-
tect and repair itself, as we can readily see when we 
cut ourselves. First, blood flows to clean the wound; 
then a process of coagulation takes place to stem the 
flow of bleeding. Next, new skin cells begin to form 
to close the wound. If the extent of the damage is 
greater, sometimes the body needs help to stop the 
bleeding, such as applying pressure to the wound it-
self, or, in case of severe bleeding, applying a tourni-
quet to cut off the flow of blood above the site of the 
injury until clotting can take place.

The body also has marvelous systems to fight in-
fection by harmful bacteria, viruses and fungi. A mi-
nor cold will run its course in a few days because of 
the action of antibodies that attack the virus causing 
the cold. But sometimes, we humans are impatient 
with the discomfort and seek to help the body along 
by taking vitamins, herbs or other remedies. In the 
case of infection by bacteria, antibiotics may be tak-
en as a last resort. (Through the overuse of antibiot-
ics to treat illnesses and to feed cattle and other ani-
mals used for food, we are awash in these elements; 
thankfully, physicians are beginning to change the 
previously prevailing practice of prescribing them 
routinely without determining whether or not the ill-
ness is caused by bacteria.)

So these are some ways in 
which the body heals itself. 
But sometimes it doesn’t—

somehow or other, it is impeded 
in the process of returning to full 
health. Impeded by what? Most of 
the time, we don’t have a defini-
tive answer to that question, but 
some of the possibilities are en-
vironmental conditions, chemical 
imbalances in the body, and states 
of mind.

In addition to medicines, allo-
pathic, naturopathic, ayurvedic or 
homeopathic, healing can occur by bringing to the 
body the healing power of the Universe, or God, or 
Spirit, or whatever one might choose to call the great 
mystery beyond the reach of our physical senses and 
our limited understanding. One can do this for one-
self or for others. It can be brought to bear by the 

laying on of hands, such as with Healing Touch and 
Reiki, by various forms of energy medicine, and by 
prayer. 

It was demonstrated in a double-blind scientific 
study done at the University of California at San 
Francisco that heart patients who were prayed for 
by others, unknown to them, did better in every way 
than patients who were not prayed for. And none of 
the patients knew whether they were being prayed 
for or not! So there are great and mysterious healing 

powers at work in us, through us, 
and all around us.

Sometimes the healing re-
quired by a person is more 
psychological—mental, emo-

tional or spiritual—than physical. 
Prayer works for this kind of heal-
ing as well, as do the other non-
physical means mentioned above. 
In addition, dreams are great 
sources of healing both physical 
and otherwise. Dreamwork for 
healing and personal develop-
ment can be done privately, in 

small groups, or one-to-one with a facilitator skilled 
in working with dreams. 

When we go to sleep, the conscious mind is what 
blinks out. Just as we can see the stars when the great 

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT continued on next page

VICKI ALLEN, REIKI MASTER

(575) 388-8114

For information and registration 388-8114.

Thursday, Oct. 23—6PM - 9PM

Friday, Oct. 24—6PM - 9PM

Saturday, Oct. 25—9AM - 5PM 

Silver City First Degree 
Reiki Class

Body, Mind 
& Spirit is 
a forum 
for sharing 
ideas and 
experi-
ences on 
all aspects 
of physical, 

mental and spiritual health and 
on how these intersect. Readers, 
especially those with expertise 
in one or more of these disci-
plines, are invited to contribute 
and to respond. Write PO Box 
191, Silver City, NM 88062, 
or email editor@desertexposure. 
com. The opinions expressed 
herein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Desert Exposure 
or its advertisers, and are not 
intended to offer specific or 
prescriptive medical advice. 
You should always consult your 
own health professional before 
adopting any treatment or be-
ginning any new regimen. 

“Mercy’s Dream” by Daniel Huntington. (Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art)
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light of the sun disappears, so we have access to wis-
dom, guidance and healing when the discriminating, 
skeptical, critical mind is not there to hinder these 
processes. And the more we work with dreams, the 
more powerful and wide-ranging are the results and 
experiences to which we can have access.

We can learn to set intentions for the kind of 
night-time experience we wish to have, whether to 
receive guidance for a problem or decision, connect 
with loved ones who have passed over, connect with 
our past or future selves (ourselves in this or other 
lifetimes), or delve into dimensions of reality other 
than this spatial and temporal experience on planet 
Earth. Dreams can also gift us with images, symbols 
or occurrences that then appear in our waking lives. 
These “coincidences” might alert us to important 
events, but more often they are little reminders of the 
deep connection between our sleeping and waking 
experience.

All these gifts that come to us through healing 
modalities and dreams are also available by enter-
ing into deep meditative states, whether through a 

solitary meditation practice or guided by a facilita-
tor. Sometimes relaxing into such a state and imagin-
ing that we can sense inside the body to a place of 
pain or dis-ease will yield wisdom of the body as to 
causes and conditions to help us make good choices 
for health and healing. And similarly, from such deep 
states, we can journey to interesting, even magical 
realms of being.

All that is required of us to begin to experience 
these ways of healing and personal growth is to trust 
All That Is, to open our minds and hearts, and to be 
willing to go where we have never gone before. Yes, 
even to trek to the stars! k

Azima Lila Forest has been working with dreams 
and various forms of healing for 40-odd years 
(sometimes very odd!). Azima is a Unitarian 

Universalist minister and a teacher in the uni-
versal Sufi tradition. She is a Reiki practitioner 

and teaches classes in dreamwork, as well as 
working one-to-one for healing and as a spiritual 
guide. She can be reached at azima@zianet.com 

or (575) 574-7805.
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Guide to Home Herbalism
Start your herbal medicine chest with these essentials.

With literally thousands 
of herbs with medicinal 
properties, it’s difficult 

to narrow down which to keep 
on hand at home. I’ve selected 
these herbs for their safety and 
well-rounded medicinal profiles. 
By stocking these herbs, you’ll 
ensure a diverse stash for a vari-
ety of health needs. Most of these 
herbs, such as dandelion, echi-
nacea, garlic, peppermint and St. 
John’s wort, are easy to grow and 
can be used fresh. However, many 
herbs’ medicinal qualities are en-
hanced when dried, so consider 
using dried herbs for medicinal 
purposes. Please note the scientif-
ic names, as numerous plants are 
sometimes sold under the same 
common name.

American ginseng (Panax quinquefolius): Sev-
eral species are sold as ginseng, so be sure to check 
the species name for the one you purchase. Ginseng 
has long been known as an energy-booster due to its 
status as an “adaptogen.” Adaptogens are a specific 
class of herbs that help our bodies adapt to stress 
in many ways and can even affect the levels of natu-
ral substances (such as hormones) in our bodies. In 
other words, they help our bodies cope.

Recommended uses: Make dried or fresh ginseng 
root into a tea; ginseng is also effective as a tincture.

Calendula (Calendula officinalis): Best known 
for healing the skin, calendula is useful as a remedy 
for many conditions and ailments including skin ir-
ritation, burns, bruises and wounds. 

Recommended uses: Use calendula petals to fla-
vor and color broth, butter or cheese. Make a strong 
tea from the flower petals and use as a compress 

for minor burns or wounds. Add 
infused calendula oil to salves to 
soothe skin rashes and irritations; 
use by itself on swelling or bruis-
es. You can also make a calendula 
tincture and add it to teas, baths 
or cosmetic solutions.

Dandelion (Taraxacum offi-
cinale): Many parts of the dande-
lion plant are useful for improved 
health. Dandelion leaves may be 
among the world’s best kidney 
and urinary tract cleansers, and its 
root is excellent for liver health. 
Note: If you’re allergic to ragweed, 
use dandelion with caution at first.

Recommended uses: Eat young 
dandelion greens as an addition 
to mixed salad greens or sautéed 
with olive oil and lemon juice. 
Harvest roots from large plants 
and dry roots in an arid place for 
about two weeks. Roots can be 
eaten steamed along with other 
root vegetables. Dried roots can 
be made into a tea (add dandelion 

The herbs included in this article are all easy to use in the form of teas, 
infused oils, salves or tinctures. (Photos by Thomas Gibson)

Personal Attention from
Cheri Crane
Owner/Therapist

©
D
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Available in Silver City exclusively at Datura
108 E. Broadway

In Historic Downtown Silver City

575-534-0033
Open Monday-Friday and the 2nd Saturday each month

Facials • Body Treatments • Spa Manicures & Pedicures
Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Body Sugaring • Waxing 

Keep That Summer GLOW

The Skinny Dip The Deep End The High Dive

bareMinerals READY® Bronzer 
buffs on rich golden bronze color 

with anti-aging benefits.

Powered by our proprietary SeaNutritive Mineral™ 
Complex with antioxicants and cold-pressed 

carrot oil, this silky long-wearing formula delivers 
incredible anti-aging beefits. Solid mineral 

color last for up to 8 hours.

Faux Tan Body 
Sunless Tanner
—Instantly delivers 
an all-over bronze 
glow that develops 
into a natural-look- 
ing tan.

—A mineral 
copper complex 
helps to prolong 
the tanning effects.

—Aloe Vera and 
vegetable-derived 
emolulents to 
provid hydration 
so skin feels soft 
and smooth.

Celebrating 13 Years!

DR. LOUISE CASH
• Cold LASER Therapy 

• Gentle Chiropractor

• Humans, Horses & Hounds

•Medical Intuition

RED HAT CHIROPRACTIC
309 E. COLLEGE AVENUE • SILVER CITY, NEW MEXICO

www.redhathealing.com

Silver City Walk-in Clinic — 575-519-2724 
Tues & Thurs 9-11:30 & 2-4
Written referral required 
from animal's veterinarian

RED HAT
CHIROPRACTIC

Feeling less than 
optimal? 

I may be able to help you back 
on the road to feeling great!
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leaves, as well as peppermint for taste), ground for a 
coffee substitute or turned into a tincture.  

Echinacea (Echinacea, various species): Most 
people grab echinacea when they are suffering from 
a cold, but it is also a great herb to support lymphatic 
system health. The lymphatic system is a network of 
nodes, tubules, fluid and glands that “sweeps” away 
toxins and byproducts of inflammation to keep tis-
sues healthy. Echinacea can help reduce congestion 
and swelling and help lymph fluid move better.

Recommended uses: Echinacea is excellent in an 
immune and lymphatic health-boosting tincture. You 
can also make a tea out of the dried root.

Garlic (Allium sativum): Garlic is one of the 
world’s most versatile herbs. It can help fend off vi-
ruses, lower high blood pressure, prevent hardening 
of the arteries and lessen cholesterol buildup in the 
heart. Thanks to many studies on garlic’s medicinal 
properties, we also know it is antibacterial and an-
tifungal.

Recommended uses: Eat garlic raw (or crushed 
for 10 minutes before cooking) or make it into a tasty 
culinary oil (either enjoy it fresh or refrigerate gar-
lic oil immediately and eat within five days). You can 
also make garlic tincture.

German chamomile (Matricaria chamomilla): 
Among the best-researched medicinal herbs now 
used in Europe, German chamomile is used in doz-
ens of ways to treat inflammation and irritation of 
the skin, mouth, gums and respiratory tract; to re-
lieve spasms and inflammation of the intestinal tract; 
and as a mild sleep aid. Note: If you’re allergic to rag-
weed, use chamomile with caution at first.

Recommended uses: Add to skin salves and oils to 
treat inflammation or irritation; make a strong tea or 
oil and add to the bath for its calming effects; drink 
as a tasty calming tea.

Peppermint (Mentha x piperita): Versatile pep-
permint is helpful for bad breath, sinus congestion, 
nausea, vomiting and digestive upset. It makes a deli-
cious tea on its own but also improves the taste of 
many less-than-tasty herbal teas.

Recommended uses: Peppermint is excellent tak-
en as a tea and can be made into a tincture. Pepper-
mint is also useful in oils or salves for stimulating or 
energizing skin-care products.

St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum): This 
plant has been shown in many studies to be effective 
for mild to moderate depression, making it a great 
herb to keep handy for the winter blues, hormone-
linked mood imbalances, or periods of sadness. Of 
course, if you’re suffering any type of severe depres-
sion or taking any medications you should always 
consult a physician.

Recommended uses: St. John’s wort oil made 
from the flowers of the plant is excellent for treating 
bruises, swelling, hemorrhoids, scars and sprains. 
Avoid sun exposure for a few hours after using St. 
John’s wort oil on your skin as it can cause photo-
sensitivity. You can also make St. John’s wort into a 
tincture.

Turmeric (Curcuma longa): This yellow spice 
adds delicious flavor to meals while conferring a 
huge array of health benefits, all thanks to curcum-
in—its primary active ingredient. Curcumin is a 
proven anti-inflammatory and antioxidant effective 
against inflammation-related pain disorders such as 
arthritis. Research at the Alzheimer’s Disease Re-
search Center at the University of California at Los 
Angeles found that curcumin helps protect the brain 
against amyloid plaques, which have been linked to 
brain diseases including Alzheimer’s disease. k

Excerpted from Mother Earth Living, a national 
magazine devoted to living wisely and living 

well. To read more articles from Mother Earth Liv-
ing, please visit www.MotherEarthLiving.com or 
call (800) 340-5846 to subscribe. Copyright 2014 

by Ogden Publications Inc.

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT continued on next page

The herbs in this article all have a wide range of 
safety; however, it’s vital to educate yourself thor-
oughly when using herbal medicines.

Marking 40 years of empowering 
people to realize their potential

Our mental health and substance abuse specialists 
in Silver City and Deming provide clients confiden-
tial, professional therapy services for depression, 
substance abuse, anger issues, anxiety disorders, 

and bi-polar disorder, as well as hypnotherapy and 
family counseling. We accept private insurance or 

clients may self-pay. Our fees are based on a sliding 
fee scale.  Other services include Alcohol Server 
Training and Love and Logic Parenting Classes. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
contact our Silver City office, 

315 S. Hudson St. #12, at (575) 388-4497. 
In Deming, 429 E. Olive Street, call (575) 546-4497.

Border Area
Mental Health Services Inc
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Silver City Zen Center
(Ginzan-ji Zen Buddhist Temple)

Meditation Practice (Zazen)
Monday -Friday 6:00 am

Zazen and Dharma
Saturday 9:00 am

Dokusan (Pastoral Counseling)
by appointment

Resident Priest:

Rev. Dr. Oryu Paul Stuetzer
506 W. 13th St. (corner of 13th and Virginia)

575-388-8874

Body, Mind 
& Spirit is 
a forum 
for sharing 
ideas and 
experi-
ences on all 
aspects of 

physical, mental and spiritual 
health and on how these inter-
sect. Readers, especially those 
with expertise in one or more 
of these disciplines, are invited 
to contribute and to respond. 
Write PO Box 191, Silver City, 
NM 88062, or email editor@
desertexposure. com. The opin-
ions expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
Desert Exposure or its advertis-
ers, and are not intended to 
offer specific or prescriptive 
medical advice. You should 
always consult your own health 
professional before adopting 
any treatment or beginning any 
new regimen. 

Body, Mind & Spirit • EarthTalk

Sunscreen Safety
Just because summer is waning doesn’t mean it’s time 

to put away the sunscreen.

QWhat can you tell us about which sun-
screens are safe and which are not?

ASkin cancer is by far the most common form 
of cancer in the United States, with more new 
cases each year than breast, prostate, lung 

and colon cancers combined. And the rate of new-
ly diagnosed cases of the most deadly skin cancer, 
melanoma, has tripled over the last three decades. 
But many of the sunscreens on the market do not 
provide enough protection from the sun’s damaging 
rays. Also, some of them contain chemicals that can 
cause health problems in their own right.

According to the non-profit Environmental Work-
ing Group (EWG), which assessed the safety and ef-
fectiveness of more than 1,400 “SPF” (sun protection 
factor) products for its 2014 Guide to Sunscreens, 
only one in three sunscreens for sale on the shelves 
of American stores offer good skin protection and are 
free of ingredients with links to health issues. “That 
means two-thirds of the sunscreens in our analysis 
don’t work well enough or contain ingredients that 
may be toxic,” reports the group.

A big part of the problem is the lack of 
tougher rules from the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). “The FDA’s first ma-
jor set of sunscreen regulations, 36 years in 
the making, took effect in December 2012 and 
proved far too weak to transform the mar-
ket,” reports EWG. While the new rules did 
restrict some of the most egregious claims on 
sunscreen labels (such as the “patently false” 
waterproof and sweatproof claims) and ended 
the sale of powder sunscreens and towelettes 
that were too thin to provide protection against ul-
traviolet rays, they didn’t address inhalation threats 
from spray sunscreens or take into account the risks 
of exposure to so-called “nanoparticles” from zinc 
oxide and titanium dioxide varieties.

While the FDA is currently reassessing its stance 
on sunscreens, EWG warns it may be a while before 
new rules address these and other concerns, espe-
cially given push-back from regulatory-averse mem-
bers of Congress and some manufacturers. So what’s 
a health-conscious sun worshipper to do about sun-
screen?

For starters, read labels. Some common sun-
screen ingredients to watch out for and avoid 
include: oxybenzone, which can cause aller-

gic reactions and hormone-like effects; vitamin A 
(AKA retinyl palmitate), a skin irritant and possible 
carcinogen; and fragrances, which can contain aller-

gens and chemicals. Also, spray sunscreens are sus-
pect because inhaling some of the ingredients can 

irritate breathing passages and even potentially 
compromise lung function. And EWG warns to 
avoid products with SPF ratings higher than 50, 
as their use can tempt people to apply too little 
and/or stay in the sun too long. Sticking with 
products in the 15-50 SPF range and reapplying 
often makes much more sense.

Some of the best choices are those sunscreens 
that employ either zinc oxide or avobenzone, 
both which have been shown to block the most 

damaging ultraviolet rays effectively without the 
need for other potentially troublesome additives. 
Some of the leading brands that meet EWG’s criteria 
for both safety and effectiveness include Absolutely 
Natural, Aubrey Organics, California Baby, Elemen-
tal Herbs, Goddess Garden, Tropical Sands and True 
Natural, among others. Find these and other winners 
on the shelves of natural foods retailers as well as 
online. For a complete list of all 172 recommended 
sunscreens and to learn more about the risks, check 
out EWG’s free online 2014 Guide to Sunscreens.

CONTACT: EWG’S 2014 Guide to Sunscreens, 
www.ewg.org/2014sunscreen. k

EarthTalk is written and edited by Roddy Scheer 
and Doug Moss and is a registered trademark of 
E - The Environmental Magazine (www.emaga-

zine.com). Send questions to: earthtalk@emaga-
zine.com.

According to the Environmental Working Group, 
which assessed the safety and effectiveness of more 
than 1,400 sunscreens for its 2014 Guide to Sun-
screens, only one in three sunscreens for sale on the 
shelves of American stores offer good skin protection 
and are free of ingredients with links to health prob-
lems. (Photo: Bruce A. Stockwell, courtesy Flickr)

 Anglican Church and 
Retreat House of the Holy Trinity

A Traditional Anglican Community

1801 Alabama Street at Old St. Mary’s
The Very Rev. Henry Hoffman, Rector

The Rev. Joan Eng, Deacon
Phone (575) 313-5797

email: fatherhenryh@gmail.com

Weekly Services on Sundays at 3:00pm

Come out for worship service every Sabbath 
(Saturday)

Sabbath School 9:30 AM
Church service 11:00 AM

Vegetarian pot luck every Sabbath at 12:45PM
Tuesday “Bible Study” at the church 6:30PM

Silver City Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
12 Peterson Drive (Arenas Valley)

(575) 538-3882
HWY 180 east to Peterson Dr. 

Right on Peterson Dr. 2 blocks to the church on the right.

September Presenters 
6th: Norma Gonzalez 
13th: Joseph Gonzalez

20th: Conference Pastor
27th: Pastor Quinones

Introduction to Christianity and 
Confessional Lutheranism

Saints Peter & Paul Lutheran Mission (ELDoNA)
is sponsoring a course that will explore the
Christian faith and the historic teachings of

the Lutheran Church.

 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 2:30 PM,
beginning Sept. 7

@ StarDancers Studio
2662 Pinos Altos Rd., Silver City

Rev. Paul A. Rydecki
(575) 636-4988

pastor@GodWithUsLC.org
      www.GodWithUsLC.org

the Lutheran Church.

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 2:30 PM,

2662 Pinos Altos Rd., Silver City

pastor@GodWithUsLC.org
     www.GodWithUsLC.org

Saturdays, 12:45 P.M. 
First Church of Harmony

(corner of Arizona & 7th St.)

609 Arizona, Silver City, NM.
575-313-7417

blooming-lotus-sangha@googlegroups.com

In the tradition of

Thich Nhat Hanh

“Mindfulness lets Experience be the Teacher”

Blooming Lotus Meditation Group

for more info: 575-538-3141
 marionbowersnewton@sbcglobal.net

Quaker Meeting
for Worship

Sundays 10-11 a.m.
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Sundays
Archaeology Society—First Sun. 

of every month, field trip. 536-3092, 
whudson43@yahoo.com.

Bingo—1st and 2d Sun. Doors open 
12:30 p.m., games start 1:35 p.m. 
Benefits Salvation Army and Post 18 
charities. American Legion Post 18, 409 
W. College Ave. 534- 0780

Holistic Presentations—11 a.m. 
PeaceMeal Coop Deli. 534-9703

Prayer and Study in the Eastern 
Orthodox Tradition—Sunset. The-
otokos Retreat Center, 5202 Hwy. 152, 
Santa Clara. 537-4839, theotokos@
zianet.com.

Mondays
AARP Chapter #1496—Third 

Monday. 12:30 p.m. Senior Center, 
205 W. Victoria. Contact Marcia Fisch, 
388-1298

AARP Widowed Persons—Second 
Mondays. 11 a.m. Glad Tidings Church. 
Contact Sally, 537-3643.

Al-Anon—12:05 p.m. First Presby-
terian Church, 1915 Swan, Silver City. 
Contact Valerie, 313-2561.

Art Class—-9-10:45 a.m. Silver 
City Senior Citizen Center. Beginners to 
advanced. Contact Jean 519-2977.

Gentle Yoga—5:30-7 p.m. First 
Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona  St., 
Becky Glenn, (404) 234-5331.

Old-Time Country Dancing—3rd 
Mon., 7-9 p.m. Pin Room, Silver Bowling 
Center. Free.

Ping Pong—5:30-7 p.m. Grant 
County Convention Center. Beginners 
7-8 p.m.

Silver City Squares—Dancing 
7-9 p.m. Presbyterian Church, 1915 
N. Swan St. Kay, 388-4227, or Linda, 
534-4523.

Tai Chi for Better Balance—1 
p.m., Senior Center. Call Lydia Moncada 
to register, 534-0059.

Tuesdays
Alcoholics Anonymous—Men’s 

group, 7 a.m. Unitarian Fellowship Hall. 
3845 N. Swan. Jerry, 534-4866.

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support— 
1st Tues. 1:30 p.m. Senior Center. 
Margaret, 388-4539.

Bayard Historic Mine Tour—  2nd 
Tuesday. Meet at Bayard City Hall, 800 
Central Ave., by 9:30 a.m. $5 fee cov-
ers two-hour bus tour of historic mines 
plus literature and map; call 537-3327 
for reservation.

Compassionate Friends—4th Tues-
day. 7 p.m. Support for those who’ve 
lost a child. Episcopal Church, Parish 
Hall, 7th and Texas St. Mitch Barsh, 
534-1134.

Figure/Model Drawing—4-6 p.m. 
Contact Sam, 388-5583.

Kiwanis Club—Noon. Red Barn, 
708 Silver Heights Blvd., 590-0540.

International Folk Dancing—6 
-7:30 p.m. Knights of Columbus Hall, 
1301 Swan. 313-6985.

Los Comadres Cancer Support 
Group—1st Tues. 6 p.m. Business and 
Conference Center, 3031 Hwy. 180 E. 
(next to Ace). 388-1198 ext. 10.

Multiple Sclerosis Support 
Group—First Tuesday. 11:30 a.m. at 
local restaurant; email for this month’s 
location: huseworld@yahoo.com.

Reiki Circle—First Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. 2035 Little Walnut. 

Treatment for those in need of healing. 
Vicki, 388-8114, or Virginia, 388-
4870.

Slow Flow Yoga—11:30 a.m. 
5:30-7 p.m. First Church of Harmony, 
609 Arizona  St., Becky Glenn, (404) 
234-5331.

Social Services—Noon. Red Barn, 
707 Silver Heights Blvd. 538-5666.

TEA Party Patriots—2nd and 4th 
Tues. 6 p.m. Red Barn Steakhouse, 708 
Silver Heights Blvd. 388-4143.

Wednesdays
Archaeology Society—Third Weds. 

of every month. Oct.-Nov., Jan.-April 7 
p.m. Silver City Women’s Club. Summers 
6 p.m. location TBA. 536-3092, whud-
son43@yahoo.com.

Back Country Horsemen—2nd 
Weds. 6 p.m. Gila Regional Medical 
Center Conference Room. Subject to 
change. 574-2888.

Bayard Al-Anon—6 p.m. New 
Church of the Southwest Desert, 1300 
N. Bennett, Silver City. 313-7094.

A Course in Miracles—7:15 p.m., 
600 N. Hudson. Information, 534-9172 
or 534-1869.

Curbside Consulting—Free for 
nonprofits. 9 a.m.-noon. Wellness 
Coalition, 409 N. Bullard, Lisa Jimenez, 
534-0665, ext. 232, lisa@wellnesscoali-
tion.org,

Food Addicts Anonymous 
Women’s Group—6:30 p.m. 1000 N 
Hudson St., 519-1070.

Gin Rummy—1 p,m. Yankie Creek 
Coffee House.

Grant County Democratic Party—
2nd Weds. Potluck at 5:30 p.m., meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Sen. Howie Morales’ 
building, 3060 E. Hwy. 180.

Ladies Golf Association—8 a.m. 
tee time. Silver City Golf Course.

Lego Club—Ages 4-9. 4 p.m. Silver 
City Public Library, 515 W. College 
Ave., 538-3672.

Ping Pong—5:30-7 p.m. Grant 
County Convention Center. Beginners 
7-8 p.m.

Prostate Cancer Support Group—
3rd Weds. 6:30 p.m. Gila Regional 
Medical Center Conference Room. 388-
1198 ext. 10.

Republican Party of Grant 
County—Third Weds. 6 p.m. Red Barn.

Storytime—All ages. 10:30 a.m. Sil-
ver City Public Library, 515 W. College 
Ave., 538-3672.

Traumatic Brain Injury Support 
Group—3:30-5 p.m. All-Purpose Room, 
Billy Casper Wellness Center, Hudson 
St. & Hwy. 180. James, 537-2429, or 
Danita, 534-9057.

Thursdays
ARTS Anonymous—5:30 p.m. Art-

ists Recovering through the Twelve Steps. 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 3845 
N. Swan St. 534-1329.

Cancer Support Group—1st Thurs. 
6 p.m. Gila Regional Medical Center 
Board Room. 388-1198 ext. 10.

De-stressing Meditations— 12-
12:45 p.m. New Church of the SW 
Desert, 1302 Bennett St. 313-4087.

Gila Writers—2-4 p.m. Silver City 
Public Library. Trish Heck, trish.heck@
gmail.com, 534-0207.

Grant County Rolling Stones 
Gem and Mineral Society—2nd Thurs. 
6 p.m. Senior Center, 204 W. Victoria 

St. Kyle, 538-5706. 
Historic Mining District & Tour-

ism Meeting—Second Thurs. 10 a.m. 
Bayard Community Center, 290 Hurley 
Ave., Bayard. 537-3327.

Newcomers Club—Third Thurs. 11 
a.m., luncheon noon. Women’s Club, 
Yucca and Silver Heights Blvd. Linda 
Sylvester, (480) 518-5839, lindasylves-
ter@msn.com. 

Progressive Pilates—5:30-6:30 
p.m., 315 N. Bullard, 2d fl. 519-8948.

TOPS—5 p.m. 1st Presbyterian 
Church, 1915 Swan, 538-9447.

Women’s Cancer Support 
Group—1st Thurs. 6-7 p.m. GRMC 
Conference Room, 1313 E. 32nd St. 
388-1198, ext. 10.

Vinyasa Flow Yoga—11:30 a.m  
First Church of Harmony, 609 Arizona  
St., Becky Glenn, (404) 234-5331.

Yoga class—Free class taught 
by Colleen Stinar. 1-2 p.m. Episcopal 
Church fellowship hall, 7th and Texas.

Fridays
Overeaters Anonymous—6 p.m. 

Gila Regional Medical Center confer-
ence room. 313-9400.

Silver City Woman’s Club—2d 
Fri., 10:30 a.m., lunch 12 p.m. 411 
Silver Heights Blvd. 538-3452.

Taizé—2d Friday. Service of prayer, 
songs, scripture readings and quiet con-
templation. 6:30 p.m. Episcopal Church 
of the Good Shepherd, 538-2015.

Woodcarving Club—2d and 4th 
Fridays except holidays. 1 p.m. Senior 
Center. 313-1518.

Youth Space—5:30-10 p.m. Loud 
music, video games, chill out. Satellite/
Wellness Coalition.

Saturdays
Alcoholics Anonymous Begin-

ners—6 p.m. Lions Club, 8th & Bullard 
(entrance at Big Ditch behind Domino’s). 
Newcomers and seasoned members 
welcome.

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support— 
10 a.m.-noon. Gila Regional Medical 
Center Conference Room. Margaret, 
388-4539.

Blooming Lotus Meditation—1 
p.m. Details: 313-7417, blooming-lotus-
sangha@googlegroups.com.

Double Feature Blockbuster Mega 
Hit Movie Night—5:30-11 pm. Satel-
lite/Wellness Coalition.

Evening Prayer in the Eastern Or-
thodox Tradition—5 p.m. Theotokos 
Retreat Center, 5202 Hwy. 152, Santa 
Clara. 537-4839, theotokos@zianet.
com.

Kids Bike Ride—10 a.m., Bikeworks, 
815 E. 10th St. Dave Baker, 388-1444.

Narcotics Anonymous—6 p.m. 
New 180 Club, 1661 Hwy. 180 E.

Spinning Group—1st Sat., 1-3 
p.m. Yada Yada Yarn, 614 N. Bullard, 
388-3350.

Storytime—All ages. 10:30 a.m. Sil-
ver City Public Library, 515 W. College 
Ave., 538-3672.

Vinyasa Flow Yoga—10 a.m. All 
levels. First Church of Harmony, 609 
Arizona  St., Becky Glenn, (404) 234-
5331. k

All phone numbers are area code 
575 except as noted. Send updates to 
events@desertexposure.com.

Body, Mind & Spirit

Grant County Weekly Events

575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com Martha K. Everett, LMT
certi�ed Qigong Facilitator575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com

Abundance Therapeutics
310 W. 6th Street • NMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness Center

Abundance Therapeutics

575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com Martha K. Everett, LMT
certi�ed Qigong Facilitator575-388-2098 • martha@abundancetherapeutics.com

Abundance Therapeutics
310 W. 6th Street • NMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness CenterNMCNH Integrative Health & Wellness Center

Abundance TherapeuticsAbundance TherapeuticsAbundance TherapeuticsAbundance TherapeuticsAbundance TherapeuticsAbundance TherapeuticsAbundance TherapeuticsAbundance TherapeuticsAbundance Therapeutics

First class always FREE • 5 classes for $35 or $50 unlimited Qi monthly pass

Offering Slow, Flowing Qigong and Qigong Strength Training

New Class Schedule runs 
Sept. 8- Oct 31.

Monday—QST 1-2pm
              Qi 5-6pm

Tuesday—Qi 1-2pm
Wednesday—Qi 8-9am

                   QST 1-2pm
Friday—QST 1-2pm

September Workshops
Monthly Breath Empowerment Returns!

Sat., Sept. 13, 10am-12noon $20

Monthly 9-Breath & Prayer Circle
Sat., Sept. 20, 11am-12:30pm, $10

All of the proceeds collected donated to 
Grant County Community Food Pantry.

To date in 2014, $250 raised with our collective breath!

More information at www.abundancetherapeutcs.com 
or 575-388-2098 or 575-574-7268

Holistic Therapies
REJUVENATE

RE-AWAKEN      RE-PURPOSE
RE-ALIGN

BODY  -  MIND  -  SPIRIT
We O�er 

• Bio-Energetic Rebalancing
• Steam Sauna
• Hyperthermic Ozone Chamber
• Aromatherapy Application combined with
• Reflexology, Acupressure and Hot Stones
• Intuitive Self-Ascension Counseling
• Life Navigation Assistance
• Pain Management
• Stress Relief
• ...and much more 

Relax, boost your immunity and soothe your central 
nervous system in a quiet and relaxing atmosphere

 
508 W. Broadway 

Downtown Historical Silver City

CALL FOR DETAILS AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT
FOR AN HOUR OF DEEP RELAXATION

575-936-9876
WWW.AVESAHOLISTICTHERAPIES.COM

SUPPORT@AVESAHOLISTICTHERAPIES.COM

PILATES

CAROL L. WATSON-BRAND
Fully Certified Pilates Instructor,

Physicalmind Institute, New York, NY & Phoenix, AZ

One-on-One Instruction

575-534-1261
Carol@CarolsChallenge.com

DANCING STONES STUDIO
109 N. Bullard • Silver City

Celebrating 

10 Years

• Pilates – at Any Age!
• Banish Back Pain
• Increase Bone Density
• Unfreeze That Neck and Shoulder
• Sculpt Abdominal Muscles 
• Look Taller and Slimmer – NOW!
• TORCH Calories – 
  Pilates for Weight Loss
• RELAX!  Melt Stress
• CONNECT – Mind and Body

Ask me about becoming 
an Instructor--

Mentorship Programs

1st time clients - 
Free 30 minute intro

Two Stott Reformers -
 Work Out with a Friend

Save $$ with Duet Packages

1618 E. Pine St.
Silver City, NM 88061
Phone (575) 388-1561
Fax (575) 388-9952
www.cassiehealthcenter.com

Victor A. Nwachuku, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Michelle Diaz, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Gail Stamler, C.N.M.
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Red or Green
Southwest New Mexico’s best restaurant guide.

Red or Green? is Desert Exposure’s guide to 
dining in southwest New Mexico. The listings 
here—a sampling of our complete and recently 

completely updated guide online at www.desertexpo-
sure.com—include some of our favorites and restau-
rants we’ve recently reviewed. We emphasize non-na-
tional-chain restaurants with sit-down, table service .

With each listing, we include a brief categorization 
of the type of cuisine plus what meals are served: 
B=Breakfast; L=Lunch; D=Dinner. Unless otherwise 
noted, restaurants are open seven days a week. Call 
for exact hours, which change frequently. All phone 
numbers are area code 575 except as specified. We 
also note with a star (*) restaurants where you can 
pick up copies of Desert Exposure.

If we’ve recently reviewed a restaurant, you’ll find 

a brief capsule of our review and a notation of which 
issue it originally appeared in. Stories from all back 
issues of Desert Exposure from January 2005 on are 
available on our Web site.

Though every effort has been made to make 
these listings complete and up-to-date, errors and 
omissions are inevitable and restaurants may make 
changes after this issue goes to press. That’s why we 
urge you to help us make Red or Green? even better. 
Drop a note to Red or Green? c/o Desert Exposure, 
PO Box 191, Silver City, NM 88062, fax 534-4134, or 
email updates@red-or-green.com.

Remember, these print listings represent only 
highlights. You can always find the complete, updat-
ed Red or Green? guide online at www.desertexpo-
sure.com. Bon appétit!

GRANT COUNTY
Silver City

Adobe Springs Café, 1617 Silver 
Heights Blvd., 538-3665. Breakfast 
items, burgers, sandwiches: Mon.-Thur. 
B L, Sat. & Sun. B L D.*

Alotta Gelato, 619 N. Bullard St., 
534-4995. Gelato, desserts and hot 
drinks: All day.*

Billy’s Wild West BBQ & Steak-
house, Hwy 180E, 388-1367. “A free-
wheeling mixture of barbequed ribs and 
brisket, freshly made pasta and pizzas 
baked in a genuine Italian brick oven 
featuring a wide range of innovative 
toppings.” (November 2010) Barbecue, 
steak, pasta, pizza: Tues.-Fri. D. Sat. L 
D. Italian nights Weds., Sat.*

Bryan’s Pit Barbecue, Mimbres 
Valley Self Storage and RV Park, (660) 
247-3151 or (660) 247-3160. Barbe-
cue: L D.

Café Oso Azul at Bear Mountain 
Lodge, 60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road, 
538-2538. “Bear Mountain Lodge 
blends food, art and natural beauty into 
a memorable experience that pleases all 
the senses.… The menu changes daily, 
with entrées that are always imaginative 
and tasty—comfort food in a form that 
most of our mothers would never have 
thought of producing.” (March 2011) B 
L, special D by reservation only.*

Courtyard Café, Gila Regional 
Medical Center, 538-4094. American: B 
L, with special brunch Sundays.*

Curious Kumquat, 111 E. College 
Ave., 534-0337. “A hotspot of modern 
culinary innovation. Lunch features 
soups, salads and sandwiches. Dinners 
are elaborate, imaginative, exotic five-
course culinary creations. Entrées always 
include vegetarian and vegan options… 
plus others determined by what local 
ranchers have available.” (July 2010) 
Contemporary: Mon. L, Tues.-Sat. L D.*

Diane’s Restaurant, 510 N. Bul-
lard St., 538-8722. “Always evolving, 
always interesting, Diane’s has it all.” 
(Sept. 2013) Fine dining (D), steaks, 
seafood, pasta, sandwiches (L), salads: 
Tues.-Sat. L D, Sun. D only (family-style), 
weekend brunch.

Diane’s Bakery & Deli, The Hub, 
Suite A, Bullard St., 534-9229. Artisan 
breads, sandwiches, deli, baked goods: 
Mon.-Sat. B L early D, Sun. B L.*

El Gallo Pinto, 901 N. Hudson 
St., 597-4559. “Breakfast dishes are 
served all day, along with all the other 
traditional Mexican favorites like burritos 
(with a long list of filling options)… plus 
a vertical grill cooks sizzling chicken 
and carne al pastor.” (October 2013) 
Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D, Sun. B L.

Gil-A Beans, 1304 N. Bennett St. 
Coffeeshop.*

Grandma’s Café, 900 Silver Heights 
Blvd., 388-2627. American, Mexican: 
B L.*

Green Turtle Noshery, 601 N. 
Bullard St. in The Hub, 200-6895. “The 
menu varies somewhat from day to day, 
and reflects the seasonal availability 
of local fruits and vegetables. Most of 
the items on the menu are vegetarian, 
but several non-vegetarian dishes have 
turned out to be popular and are likely 
to remain regular options.” (July 2014) 
Baked goods, organic breakfast and 
lunch items: Thurs.-Sat. B L, Sun. B L 
brunch.

Grinder Mill, 403 W. College Ave., 
538-3366. Mexican: B L D.*

Jalisco Café, 100 S. Bullard St., 
388-2060. “Four generations of the 
Mesa family who have been involved in 
a restaurant that remains family-friend-
ly.” (June 2014) Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Javalina Coffee House, 117 Market 
St., 388-1350. Coffeehouse.*

Kountry Kitchen, 1700 Mountain 
View Road, 388-4512. Mexican: Tues.-
Sat. B L D, Mon.-Sun. B L.*

La Cocina Restaurant, 201 W. Col-
lege Ave., 388-8687. Mexican: L D.

La Familia, 503 N. Hudson St., 388-
4600. Mexican: Tues.-Sun. B L D.*

La Mexicana, Hwy. 180E and 
Memory Lane, 534-0142. Mexican and 
American: B L, closed Tues.Lion’s Den, 
208 W. Yankie, 654-0353. Coffeeshop.

Little Toad Creek Brewery & Dis-
tillery, 200 N. Bullard St., 956-6144. 
“The menu offers what they call ‘pub 
food’—but always with a bit of a twist.” 
(March 2014) Burgers, wings, salads, 
fish, pasta, craft beers and cocktails: 
Weds.-Mon. L D. *

Mexico Viejo, Hwy. 90 and Broad-
way. Mexican food stand: Mon.-Sat. B 
L early D.

Mi Casita, 2340 Bosworth Dr., 
538-5533. New Mexican cuisine: Mon.-
Thurs. L, Fri. L D.

Millie’s Bake House, 215 W. 
Yankie, 597-2253. “The food is oven-
fresh and innovative.” (November 2012) 
Soup, salads, sandwiches, baked goods: 
Tues.-Sat. *

Nancy’s Silver Café, 514 N. Bul-
lard St., 388-3480. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. 
B L D.

The Parlor at Diane’s, 510 N. Bul-
lard St., 538-8722. Burgers, sandwiches, 
homemade pizzas, paninis: Tues.-Sun. L D.

Pretty Sweet Emporium, 312 N. 
Bullard St., 388-8600. Dessert, ice 
cream: Mon.-Sat.*

Q’s Southern Bistro and Brew-
ery, 101 E. College Ave., 534-4401. 
American, steaks, barbecue, brewpub: 
Mon.-Sat. L D.

Red Barn, 708 Silver Heights Blvd., 
538-5666. Steakhouse: L D.*

Shevek & Co., 602 N. Bullard St., 
534-9168. “If sampling new types of 
food is part of the adventure of traveling 
for you, you only have to go as far as 
Shevek & Co. Restaurant in Silver City to 
take a culinary tour around the world.” 
(May 2013) Mediterranean: Fri.-Tues. D.*

Silver Bowling Center Café, 2020 
Memory Lane, 538-3612. American, 
Mexican, hamburgers: L D.*

Streetside Food, College and Bul-
lard. Asian: Mon.-Sat. L.

Sunrise Espresso, 1530 N. Hudson, 
388-2027. Coffeeshop: Mon.-Sat. B L, 
early D.

Sunrise Espresso, 1212 E. 32nd St., 
534-9565. Coffeeshop, bakery: Mon.-
Fri. B L, early D, Sat. B L only.*

Three Dogs Coffeehouse, 503 N. 
Bullard St. Coffeeshop, baked goods, 
sandwiches, wraps: B L.*

Tre Rosat Café, 304 N. Bullard St., 
654-4919. “The menu ranges from hum-
bler (but not humdrum) fare like burgers, 
pizzas (at lunch and happy hour) and 
pastas to seasonal specials like duck 
confit, rabbit blanquette and Elk osso 
buco.” (August 2012) International 
eclectic: Mon.-Sat. L, D.*

Vicki’s Eatery, 315 N. Texas, 
388-5430. “Sandwiches both cold and 
grilled, wraps and salads that satisfy in 
a homey yet sophisticated way. Don’t 
miss the German potato salad.” (Dec. 
2009) American: Mon.-Fri. L, Sat. B L, 
Sun. B (to 2 p.m.). *

Wrangler’s Bar & Grill, 2005 
Hwy. 180E, 538-4387. Steak, burgers, 
appetizers, salads: L D.*

Yankie Creek Coffee House, 112 
W. Yankie St. Coffeeshop, coffee, home-
made pastries and ice cream, fresh fruit 
smoothies.*

Bayard
Little Nisha’s, 1101 Tom Foy Blvd., 

537-3526. Mexican: Wed.-Sun. B L D.
Los Compas, 1203 Tom Foy Blvd, 

654-4109. Sonoran-style Mexican, hot 
dogs, portas, menudo: L D.

M & A Bayard Café, 1101 N. Cen-
tral Ave., 537-2251. “A down-to-earth, 
friendly, unpretentious place—kind of a 
cross between a Mexican cantina and 
a 1950s home-style diner, serving tasty, 
no-frills Mexican and American food 
at reasonable prices.” (October 2011) 
Mexican and American: Mon.-Fri. B L D.

Hurley
Gateway Grill, 2705 Hwy. 180E, 

537-5001.  American and Mexican: 
Sun.-Thur. B L, Fri.-Sat. B L D.*

Lake Roberts
Little Toad Creek Inn & Tavern, 

1122 Hwy. 35, 536-9649. “‘Rustic 
gourmet’… designed to appeal to the 
eyes as well as the taste buds. And this is 
true of the items on the brunch menu, as 
well as those on the very different dinner 
menu.” (June 2012). Steaks, sandwich-
es, American: Thurs.-Fri. D, Sat.-Sun. 
brunch and D. Tavern with soups, sand-
wiches, Scotch eggs: Daily L D. 

Spirit Canyon Lodge & Café, 684 
Hwy. 35, 536-9459. “For the German 
sampler, café customers can choose two 
meat options from a revolving selection 
that may include on any given day three 
or four of the following: bratwurst, roast 
pork, schnitzel (a thin breaded and fried 
pork chop), sauerbraten (marinated 
roast of beef), stuffed cabbage leaves, 
or roladen (rolled beef with a sausage 
and onion filling).” (July 2011) German 
specialties, American lunch and dinner 
entrées: Saturday midday D.

Mimbres
Mimbres Valley Café, 2964 Hwy. 

35, 536-2857. Mexican, American, 
burgers: Mon.-Tues. B L, Wed.-Sun. B L 
D, with Japanese tempura Wed. D.

Restaurant Del Sol, 2676 Hwy. 35, 
San Lorenzo. “Popular and unpreten-
tious food, powered by a huge solar sys-
tem.” (April 2014) Breakfasts, burgers, 
sandwiches, Mexican: Daily B L early D.

3 Questions Coffee House, Hwy. 
35, 536-3267. “Consistently good food 
based on the success of the family’s Liv-
ing Harvest Bakery.” (December 2013) 
Buffet: Tues.-Sat. B L.

Pinos Altos
Buckhorn Saloon and Opera 

House, Main Street, 538-9911. Steak-
house, pasta, burgers: Mon.-Sat. D.

DOÑA ANA COUNTY
Las Cruces & Mesilla

Abraham’s Bank Tower Restau-
rant, 500 S. Main St. #434, 523-5911. 

(Note: due to an error, last month’s ad was a repeat from September 2012. 
Relax, I’m OK.)

Happy Birthday to us! ALOTTA GELATO is eleven years old! I think 
these past eleven years can best be summed up by a t-shirt worn 
recently by one of our young customers that read: “It’s Been Fun, But I 
Have to Scream Now.” Speaking of T-shirts, we’ve been thinking about 
getting some printed up with our own unique brand of (warped) humor 
on them; your input is appreciated. Some of the possible slogans: “You 

Say Tomato, I Say Gelato” or “Gelato: It’s Not Just for Breakfast Anymore” or even “Gelato is 
My Drug of Choice.”

Whenever you visit ALOTTA GELATO at 619 N. Bullard St. in Historic Downtown Silver 
City, you’ll have a variety of irresistible treats awaiting you. How about Mango, or Butter 
Pecan? Or Cherries Jubilee? Or our exclusive Gila Conglomerate? Our Fall flavors are 
waiting in the wings— watch for them! 

We want to remind you that our delicious low-fat Italian ice cream is available in 
hand-packed pints and quarts in your choice of 30-plus flavors, including sugar-free ones 
sweetened with Splenda® (and yes, we can pack several flavors into each insulated 
container). Remember that we also carry delicious dessert items such as Key Lime bars, 
brownies, cheesecake, chocolate chip cookies, flourless Chocolate Raspberry Torte, and big 
honkin’ slices of Carrot Cake— plus hot and cold drinks to go with them. Lastly, we have gift 
certificates available in any amount for any occasion— including birthdays! 

ALOTTA GELATO is open 7 (count ‘em!) days a week, beginning at Noon every day until 
9:00 PM (Sunday through Thursday) or 10:00 PM (Friday and Saturday)— sometimes even 
later. 

Come on down and experience the best gelato anywhere, from the oldest gelato store in 
the Land of Enchantment! Thanks for reading. As a birthday present from us and a token of 
our esteem for you, our valued customer, bring this ad for 25¢ off any size gelato for 
each member of your party. 

Alotta Gelato - 619 N. Bullard St., 
in Downtown Silver City -575-534-4995

Visit us online at: www.alottagelato.com

Alotta Words about ALOTTA GELATO

A Fund Raiser to Benefit Bridge Community

Bridge Community is a project to bring a continuum 
of care senior living facility to Silver City. 

Early Sunday
Fundraising Supper

entertainment by The Gila Highlanders

Sunday, Sept. 21, 2014
at 5:00 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church
314 W. College Ave., Silver City, NM

 Pasta, Salad, Bread, Dessert and Beverage

$10 per person donation

For more information , please call 575-538-5754

Authentic Mexican Food at Its Best

201 W. College • 388-8687 • Mon-Sun 11-9  
La Cocina's menu is available at  restaurant.com

La CocinaLa Cocina
Bring in this ad 

for 10% o� 
Any meal for 

the month of Sept.
 Dine-in, carry out and free delivery

 www.spiritcanyon.com

575-536-9459
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE

684 HWY 35 
near Lake Roberts

We can do private parties of 8 
or more by reservation.

Buzz on in 
for some 

Great German 
Food!

Saturdays 12 to 3pm
Reservations appreciated 

Sp
iri

t Ca
nyon Lodge
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American: Mon.-Fri. B L.
Aqua Reef, 900-B S. Telshor, 522-

7333. Asian, sushi: D.
Arabella’s, 1750 Calle de Mercado, 

526-1313. Cuban, Italian: D.
Baan Thai Kitchen, 1605 S. Solano 

Dr., 521-2630. Thai: Tues.-Sat. L D, 
Sun. L.

A Bite of Belgium, 741 N. Alameda 
St., 527-2483. Belgian food: Mon.-Fri. 
B L. 

Blue Moon, 13060 N. Valley Dr., 
647-9524. Bar, burgers: Sat.-Sun. L D.

Boba Café, 1900 S. Espina, Ste. 8, 
647-5900. Sandwiches, salads, casual 
fare, espresso: Mon.-Sat. L D.*

Bradley D and William B, 2540 
El Paseo Road, 652-3871. American 
comfort food: L, D.

Bravo’s Café, 3205 S. Main St., 
526-8604. Mexican: Tues.-Sun. B L.

Café de Mesilla en la Plaza, 2051 
Calle de Santiago, 652-3019. Coffee-
house, deli, pastries, soups, sandwiches: 
B L early D.

Cravings Café, 3115 N. Main St., 
323-3353. Burgers, sandwiches, wraps, 
egg dishes, salads: B L.

De La Vega’s Pecan Grill & 
Brewery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd., 521-
1099. Pecan-smoked meats, sandwich-
es, steaks, seafood, craft beers: L D.

Delicia’s Del Mar, 1401 El Paseo, 
524-2396. Mexican, seafood: B L D.

Double Eagle, 2355 Calle De 
Guadalupe, 523-6700. Southwestern, 
steaks, seafood: L D, Sun. champagne 
brunch buffet. *

Emilia’s, 2290 Calle de Parian, 652-
3007. Burgers, Mexican, soup, sand-
wiches, pastry, juices, smoothies: L D.

Guacamole’s Bar and Grill, 3995 
W. Picacho Ave., 525-9115. Burgers, 
pizza, salads, sandwiches, Hawaiian 
appetizers: L D.

Hiebert’s Fine Foods, 525 E. 
Madrid Ave. #7, 524-0451. Mexican, 
American: B L D.

High Desert Brewing Company, 
1201 W. Hadley Ave., 525-6752. Brew 
pub: L D.*

International Delights, 1245 El 
Paseo Rd., 647-5956. Greek and Inter-
national: B L D.

Japanese Kitchen, 141 Roadrunner 
Parkway, 521-3555. Japanese: L D.

J.C. Tortas, 1196 W. Picacho Ave., 
647-1408. Mexican: L D.

Jireh’s, 1445 W. Picacho. Mexican, 
American: B L early D.

Josephina’s Old Gate Café, 
2261 Calle de Guadalupe, 525-2620. 
Pastries, soups, salads, sandwiches: 
Mon.-Thur. L, Fri.-Sun. B L.

Katana Teppanyaki Grill, 1001 E. 
University Ave., 522-0526. Japanese: 
Mon.-Fri. L D, Sat. D.

Keva Juice, 1001 E. University, 522-
4133. Smoothies, frozen yogurt: B L D.

Kim-Chi House, 1605 S. Solano, 
652-4745. Korean: Tues.-Sun. L D.

Kiva Patio Café, 600 E. Amador 
Ave., 527-8206. Mexican, Southwest-
ern, American: B L D.

La Posta Restaurant de Mesilla, 
2410 Calle De San Albino, 524-3524. 
Mexican , steakhouse: L D, Sat.-Sun. 
and holidays also B.

Le Rendez-vous Café, 2701 W. 
Picacho Ave. #1, 527-0098. French 
pastry, deli, sandwiches: Mon.-Sat. B L.

Lorenzo’s Pan Am, 1753 E. Uni-
versity Ave., 521-3505. Italian, pizza: 
L D.

Los Compas, 1120 Commerce Dr., 
521-6228. Mexican: B L D.*

Mesilla Valley Kitchen, 2001 E. 
Lohman Ave. #103, 523-9311. Ameri-
can, Mexican: B L.*

Meson de Mesilla, 1803 Avenida 
de Mesilla, 652-4953. Steaks, barbecue, 
seafood, sandwiches, salads, pasta: L D.

Miguel’s, 1140 E. Amador Ave., 
647-4262. Mexican: B L D.

Milagro Coffee y Espresso, 1733 
E. University Ave., 532-1042. Coffee-
house: B L D.*

Mix Pacific Rim Cuisine and Mix 
Express, 1001 E. University Ave. #D4, 
532-2042. Asian, Pacific: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Moongate Café, 9395 Bataan 
Memorial, 382-5744. Coffeeshop, 
Mexican, American: B L.

Mountain View Market Kitchen, 
120 S. Water St., 556-9856. Sand-
wiches, bagels, wraps, salads and other 
healthy fare: Mon.-Sat.: B L early D. *

My Brother’s Place, 334 S. Main 
St., 523-7681. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Nopalito Restaurant, 2605 Mis-
souri Ave., 522-0440. Mexican: L D.

Nopalito Restaurant, 310 S. 
Mesquite St., 524-0003. Mexican: Sun.-
Tues., Thurs.-Sat. L D.*

Old Town Restaurant, 1155 S. 
Valley Dr., 523-4586. Mexican, Ameri-
can: B L.*

Paisano Café, 1740 Calle de Mer-
cado, 524-0211. Mexican: B L D.*

Peppers Café on the Plaza (in the 
Double Eagle Restaurant), 2355 Calle 
De Guadalupe, 523-6700. Southwest-

ern: L D. *
Pho Saigon, 1160 El Paseo Road, 

652-4326. Vietnamese: L D.
Pit Stop Café, 361 S. Motel Blvd., 

527-1993. Mexican, American, steak: 
Mon.-Sat. B L D.

Player’s Grill, 3000 Champions 
Dr. (NMSU golf course clubhouse), 646-
2457. American: B L D.

Pullaro’s Italian Restaurant, 901 
W. Picacho Ave., 523-6801. Italian: L 
D.

Q’s, 1300 Avenida De Mesilla, 
571-4350. Brewhouse with steak and 
pasta: L D.

Ranchway Barbeque, 604 N. Valley 
Dr., 523-7361. Barbecue, Mexican: 
Mon.-Fri. B L D, Sat. D.

Red Brick Pizza, 2808 N. Telshor 
Blvd., 521-7300. Pizzas, sandwiches, 
salads: L D.

Renoo’s Thai Restaurant, 1445 W. 
Picacho Ave., 373-3000. Thai: Mon.-Fri. 
L D, Sat. D.

Roberto’s Mexican Food, 908 E. 
Amador Ave., 523-1851. Mexican: B 
L D.*

Rosie’s Café de Mesilla, 420 Ave-
nida de Mesilla, 526-1256. Breakfast, 
Mexican, burgers: Sat.-Thurs. B L, Fri. 
B L D.

Saenz Gorditas, 1700 N. Solano 
Dr., 527-4212. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Santorini’s, 1001 E. University 
Ave., 521-9270. Greek, Mediterranean: 
Mon.-Sat. L D.

Savoy de Mesilla, 1800-B Avenida 
de Mesilla, 527-2869. “If you are 
adventurous with food and enjoy a 
fine-dining experience that is genuinely 
sophisticated, without pretension or 
snobbishness, you definitely need to 
check out Savoy de Mesilla. The added 
attraction is that you can do this without 
spending a week’s salary on any of the 
meals—all of which are entertainingly 
and delectably upscale.” (March 2013) 
American, Continental: B L D.

The Shed, 810 S. Valley Dr., 525-
2636. American, pizza, Mexican, 
desserts: Wed.-Sun. B L.*

Sheba Grill, 2265 S. Main St., 525-
1100. Indian, Middle Eastern: Mon.-
Thurs., Sat.-Sun L D, Fri. D.

Simply Toasted Café, 1702 El Paseo 
Road, 526-1920. Sandwiches, soups, 
salads: B L.

Si Señor, 1551 E. Amador Ave., 
527-0817. Mexican: L D.

Spanish Kitchen, 2960 N. Main St., 
526-4275. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D.

Spirit Winds Coffee Bar, 2260 S. 
Locust St., 521-1222. Sandwiches, cof-
fee, bakery: B L D.*

St. Clair Winery & Bistro, 1720 
Avenida de Mesilla, 524-0390. “A 
showcase for St. Clair wines… rooted in 
the same attention to detail, insistence on 
quality and customer-friendly attitude as 
the winery.” (July 2012) Wine tasting, 
bistro: L D.

Sunset Grill, 1274 Golf Club Road 
(Sonoma Ranch Golf Course clubhouse), 
521-1826. American, Southwest, steak, 
burgers, seafood, pasta: B L D.

Teriyaki Chicken House, 805 El 
Paseo Rd., 541-1696. Japanese: Mon.-
Fri. L D.

Thai Delight de Mesilla, 2184 
Avenida de Mesilla, 525-1900. “For the 
adventurous, there are traditional 
Thai curries, soups and appetizers 
to choose from, all of which can be 
ordered in the degree of heat that 
suits you.… The restaurant is clean, 

comfortable, casual in a classy sort of 
way, and totally unpretentious.” (Janu-
ary 2011) Thai, salads, sandwiches, 
seafood, steaks, German: L D.*

Tiffany’s Pizza & Greek Ameri-
can Cuisine, 755 S. Telshor Blvd #G1, 
532-5002. Pizza, Greek, deli: Tues.-Sat. 
B L D.*

Ump 88 Grill, 1338 Picacho Hills 
Dr., 647-1455. Irish pub: L D.

Valley Grill, 1970 N. Valley, 525-
9000. American: B L D, Friday fish fry.

Vintage Wines, 2461 Calle de 
Principal, 523-WINE. Wine and cigar 
bar, tapas: L D.

Zeffiro Pizzeria Napoletana, 136 
N. Water St., 525-6757. Pizza, pasta, 
also sandwiches at adjoining Popular 
Artisan Bakery: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Zeffiro New York Pizzeria, 101 E. 
University Ave., 525-6770. Pizza: L D.

Anthony
Ernesto’s Mexican Food, 200 

Anthony Dr., 882-3641. Mexican: B L.
La Cocinita, 908 W. Main Dr., 589-

1468. Mexican: L.
Chapparal

El Bayo Steak House, 417 Chapar-
ral Dr., 824-4749. Steakhouse: Tues.-
Sun. B L D.

Tortilleria Susy, 661 Paloma 
Blanca Dr., 824-9377. Mexican: Mon.-
Sat. B L D, Sun. B L.

Doña Ana
Big Mike’s Café, Thorpe Road. 

Mexican, breakfasts, burgers: B L D.
Radium Springs

Country Cupboard, 827 Fort Selden 
Rd., 527-4732. American: B L D.

Santa Teresa
Billy Crews, 1200 Country Club 

Road, 589-2071. Steak, seafood: L D.

LUNA COUNTY
Deming

Adobe Deli, 3970 Lewis Flats Road 
SE, 546-0361. “The lunch menu features 
traditional deli-style sandwiches... The 
dinner menu is much grander, though 
some sandwiches are available then, 
too. Dinner options include filet mignon, 
flat iron steak, T-bone, ribeye, New York 
strip, Porterhouse, barbequed pork ribs, 
Duck L’Orange, Alaska King Crab legs, 
broiled salmon steak, shrimp scampi, 
pork chops, osso buco, beef kabobs.” 
(March 2010) Bar, deli, steaks: L D.*

Balboa Motel & Restaurant, 708 
W. Pine St., 546-6473. Mexican, Ameri-
can: Sun.-Fri. L D.

Belshore Restaurant, 1030 E. Pine 
St., 546-6289. Mexican, American: 
Tues.-Sun. B L.

Campos Restaurant, 105 S. Silver, 
546-0095. “Owner Albert Campos 
prides himself on the authentic Mexican 
and southwestern food he cooks up, in-
spired by his home in the Mexican state 
of Zacatecas—such as the fantastic BBQ 
Beef Brisket Sandwich, a family recipe. 
But the restaurant has much more than 
Mexican fare.” (June 2007) Mexican, 
American, Southwestern: L D.*

Cano’s Restaurant, 1200 W. Pine 
St., 546-3181. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. L D.

China Restaurant, 110 E. Pine St., 
546-4146. “Refreshingly different from 
most of the Chinese restaurants you find 
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Bear
Mountain

Lodge

60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road (out Cottage San)
575 538 2538 • www.bearmountainlodge.com

info@bearmountainlodge.com

Cafe Azul Oso
 at The Lodge 

It’s time to think about Christmas 
parties, plan next year’s wedding, 

reunion, or come to brunch 
and hike the trails.

Our Regular Wine Tastings
Fridays - Saturdays 11am-6pm

Sundays Noon-6pm   

David & Esperanza Gurule owners/vinters
505 259-9523 • 505 238-6252

www.laesperanzavineyardandwinery.com

A 30 minute scenic drive from Silver City.

 

 
 on Saturday, October 4 from 10am-6pm.  

Music at 1:00pm—2:00pm 
Mariachi Rosas Del Desierto 

(11 young ladies mariachis)      
3:00pm—5:00pm Jessica Juarez 

Please visit our website for more information. 

Come and participate in the Second Annual   

La Esperanza 
Art and Wine 
Extravaganza

Over 15 Very Talented Artists 

Food will be available for purchase with all 
proceeds benefitting The Mimbres Messenger
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Red or Green? • Peggy Platonos

La Dolce Vita
With tasty meals plus tantalizing desserts, Las Cruces’ 

Si Italian Bistro has it all.

If you like really good Italian food, you’ll want to 
try Si Italian Bistro in Las Cruces—and if you’ve 
already tried it, I’m sure you won’t need any en-

couragement from me to return to it again and again. 
Located in the old Cox family mansion built in 

1887, the restaurant radiates homespun charm and 
the kind of quality that is neither snobbish nor flam-
boyant. The menu remains the same throughout the 
day, and ranges from classic entrées like Chicken Pic-
catta, Chicken Marsala, Frutti de Mare alla Proven-
çal, and Chicken or Melanzane Parmesan to burgers, 
salads, sandwiches, pizzas and pastas—all tweaked 
creatively in subtle and satisfying ways.

And as for desserts—well, that’s a story unto it-
self. Ordinarily, desserts come after meals. But in 
the evolution of Si Italian Bistro, the desserts came 
first. The amazing variety of cakes, pies, cream puffs, 
brownies and cheesecakes available today at Si Ital-
ian Bistro first appeared in a tiny Las Cruces estab-
lishment called Sweet Indulgence, opened by Mary-
beth Higgins in 1997.

“My son, Jeremy Hixon, and I ran the business 
together. We served pastries for breakfast and a lim-
ited menu of sandwiches for lunch, and, of course, 
we sold cakes, cream puffs, pies, etcetera,” Marybeth 
says. “The place was very small. It seated about 25 
people—maybe 30, with the patio.”

The pressure of success de-
manded extra space, and in 2005, 
she and Jeremy closed the little 
shop, and opened Si Italian Bistro 
at its current location, with Sweet 
Indulgence desserts an integral 
part of it. 

“It’s very much a family busi-
ness,” Marybeth says. “My daugh-
ter, Meagan, helps me with the 
pastry part of it, and Jeremy, as 
chef-owner, oversees the entire 
kitchen operation.”

With a seating capacity of 80 to 
90 people, the new restaurant ex-
panded its menu, too, adding more 
sandwich options and introducing 
full Italian dinners.

Why Italian?
“My dad was in the Navy and we 

lived in Italy when I was growing 
up. Mom learned to cook there from some of the local 
Italian women, and she sort of taught us,” Marybeth 
says. “We included pizza on the menu and imported a 
Mugnaini wood-fired pizza oven from Italy because my 
son wanted it so badly. He put together and installed 
the oven himself, and did all the decorative tile work 
around it. The oven is completely wood-fired, uses no 
gas, and it’s a real art to work that pizza oven. Jeremy 
has got it figured out.”

The restaurant offers its wide variety of pizzas in 
three sizes: small (8-inch) for $6.95 to $8.95; medium 
(12-inch) for $9.95 to $14.95; and large (16-inch) for 
$12.95 to $16.95. It’s all the thin-crust type of pizza.

“Really, this is the best pizza I’ve ever had,” Mary-
beth says, and customers obviously agree, because 

they keep coming back for more.
“Everything we serve is made in-house from 

scratch,” Marybeth explains. “With my daughter’s 
help, I make the soups, quiches and desserts. Jeremy 
makes all the bread, all his own pasta, all the sauces, 
and he smokes the mesquite chicken and honey-
roasted chicken for the sandwiches.”

Prices are reasonable, with 
dinner entrées ranging from 
$14 (Chicken or Melanzana 

Parmesan) to $18.95 (Chicken Je-
rusalem, Wood-Fired Salmon, and 
Steak Macias). Salads cost $7 to 
$9.50; quiche is $8.50; pasta dishes 
range from $7 for a half portion of 
Pasta Marinara to $15 for Vegetable 
Lasagna or Lasagna Napoletano.

Sandwiches are served plain 
($7.50) or with the choice of one 
side dish ($9.50). And burgers range 
in price from $6 to $7.50 (without a 
side dish) or $8 to $9.50 (with one 
side). Some of the more unusual 
sandwich options include Waldorf 
Chicken Salad, Portobello Blue 
Cheese, and Mesquite Chicken 
Chile sandwiches. And the Bistro 
Burger is out of the ordinary, with 
a topping of caramelized onions, 

fresh spinach, Gorgonzola cheese and ripe tomatoes.
Beer and wine are available, along with Italian so-

das and the usual beverage options.
Desserts cost $4.95 to $6, and you can go look at 

the pastries on display in the glass cases opposite the 
entrance to make your selection.

There is a special bakery menu that you can pick 
up at the restaurant if you are interested in buying a 
whole cake, pie or cheesecake. Any of the long list 
of items on that menu can be special-ordered with 
24 hours notice. Do NOT look at this list if you’re on 
a diet. Items like Caramel Pecan Cake, Black For-
est Cake, Raspberry White Chocolate Cheesecake, 
Streusel-topped Rhubarb Pie or Key Lime Pie may 
prove irresistible.

Whole cakes, incidentally, can be ordered in three 
sizes: 6-inch, 8-inch and 10-inch.

Some of the pasta items on the meal menu can 
also be special-ordered in quantity with 48 hours’ no-
tice. They must be picked up at the restaurant, how-
ever; there is no delivery service available.

Si Italian Bistro takes reservations for parties of 
up to 20 people. The number to call for reservations 
or special orders is (575) 523-1572.

The restaurant is located at 523 E. Idaho. It is 
closed on Sundays. The hours for the rest of the 
week are: Monday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Tuesday through 
Thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. k

Send Mimbres freelance writer Peggy Platonos 
tips for restaurant reviews at platonos@gilanet.

com or call (575) 536-2997.

Silver City’s PREMIER Drive-Thru Espresso Bar!
1530 N. Hudson • Silver City, NM • 575-388-2027

Mon.-Fri. 6am to 4pm • Sat. 7am to 2pm
New Second Location: 1212 E. 32nd St. • Silver City, NM

Mon.-Fri. 6:30 am to 2pm • FREE WiFi

 SUNRISE 
ESPRESSO
1513 N. Hudson

Sunrise Espresso II
1212 East 32nd St.

Now offering Smoothies

Now with two convenient locations to serve you!
Our premier drive-thru location at 1530 N. Hudson, between Billy 

Casper Medical Center and Harvest Fellowship Church, and  our 
second  location at 1212 E. 32nd, at the corner of Lesley and 32nd 

which features at comfortable walk-in and an express drive-thru 
window. In addition to our great espresso drinks, we are now 

o�ering real fruit smoothies, savory pasteries, homemade biscotti, 
fresh baked mu�ns and scones to our menu. 

Si Italian Bistro Manager Gina Salas opens the door 
to the wood-fired pizza oven imported from Italy. All 
the tile work surrounding the oven was done by chef-
owner Jeremy Hixon. (Photos by Peggy Platonos)

Marybeth Higgins (right) dips a homemade cream 
puff into melted chocolate as her daughter, Meagan 
Higgins, fills the popular pastries. The cream puffs 
are available in chocolate, lemon, raspberry and 
vanilla for 35 cents each or $4.20 per dozen.

Marybeth Higgins, the dessert 
wizard at Si Italian Bistro, holds 
the Caramel Pecan Cake she has 
just finished decorating.
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these days in this country. Chef William 
Chu, who owns the restaurant and does 
the cooking, is committed to offering 
what he calls the ‘fresh and authentic 
flavors of Chinese food.’” (August 2014) 
Chinese: Tues.-Sun. L D.

Deming Truck Terminal, 1310 W. 
Spruce St., 544-2228. “Indian food is 
offered on a separate menu and you 
have to ask for that menu. The list of 
dishes is not very long, but the spices 
and flavor of the dishes that are offered 
are authentically Indian.” (November 
2013) American, Mexican, Indian: B L 
D, Sun. L buffet.

El Camino Real, 900 W. Pine St., 
546-7421. Mexican, American: B L D.

Elisa’s House of Pies and 
Restaurant, 208 1/2 S. Silver Alley, 
494-4639. “The southern-style fare is 
a savory prelude to 35 flavors of pie.” 
(April 2012) American, barbecue, sand-
wiches, pies: Mon.-Sat. L D. *

El Mirador, 510 E. Pine St., 544-
7340. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D.

“Forghedaboudit” pizza & wings, 
2020 Hatch Hwy. 26, 275-3881. “Direct 
from New York City, Bob Yacone and his 
wife, Kim Duncan, have recreated an 
authentic-style New York pizza parlor 
on the outskirts of Deming.” (June 2013) 
Italian, pizza, wings: Mon.-Sat. L D, 
Sun. D.

Golden Sun Star, 500 E. Cedar St., 
544-0689. Chinese: L D.

Grand Motor Inn & Lounge, 
1721 E. Pine, 546-2632. Mexican, 
steak, seafood: B L D.

Irma’s, 123 S. Silver Ave., 544-
4580. Mexican, American, seafood: B 
L D.

La Fonda, 601 E. Pine St., 
546-0465. “Roomy, bright and airy, 
La Fonda is no mere taco joint. The 
extensive menu features all the Mexican 
favorites at bargain prices, plus a wide 
range of Anglo fare and a breakfast 
that’s worth the drive to Deming. Famous 
for its fajitas: Choose chicken, beef or 
both, fajitas for two, or try the unusual 
stuffed fajita potato or seemingly contra-
dictory fajita burrito.” (September 2009) 
Mexican: B L D.*

Las Cazuelas, 108 N. Platinum Ave. 
(inside El Rey meat market), 544-8432. 
“This gem of a restaurant turns out 
perfectly cooked steaks and seafood, 
as well as a full line of Mexican fare.” 
(June 2011) Steaks, seafood, Mexican: 
Tues.-Sat. L D.*

Mango Maddie’s, 722 E. Florida 
St., 546-3345. Salads, sandwiches, 
juice bar, coffee drinks.

Manolo’s Café, 120 N. Gran-
ite St., 546-0405. “The menu offers 
breakfast, lunch and dinner choices, 
and it’s difficult to convey the immense 
range of food options available. In every 
section of the menu, there’s a mixture of 
American-style ‘comfort’ food items and 
Southwest-style Mexican dishes which no 
doubt qualify as Hispanic ‘comfort’ food. 
There’s nothing particularly fancy about 
the food, but it’s fresh and tasty. And the 
prices are reasonable.” (February 2012) 
Mexican, American: Mon.-Sat. B L D, 
Sun. B L.

Palma’s Italian Grill, 110 S. Silver, 
544-3100. “Even if you think you don’t 
like Italian food, you might want to try 
this family-run enterprise, with Harold 
and Palma Richmond at the helm. In 
addition to the name, Palma brings to 
the restaurant her Sicilian heritage and 
recipes that came to the United States 
with her grandmother. Harold brings 
training in classic Continental cuisine, 
along with his family’s New England 
food traditions.” (Sept. 2010) Italian: L 
D. Sat. prime rib, Sun. buffet.*

Patio Café, 1521 Columbus Road, 
546-5990. “The famed burgers are 
ground fresh daily from 85% lean beef—
a half-pound apiece before cooking—
and formed for each order. You can 
adorn your burger in any of a dozen 
different combinations of cheese, bacon, 
chiles, pico de gallo, sautéed onions, 
barbecue sauce, fresh mushrooms, even 
ham.” (February 2006) Burgers, Ameri-
can: Mon.-Sat. L D.*

Prime Rib Grill (inside Holiday 
Inn), I-10 exit 85, 546-2661. Steak, 
seafood, Mexican: B D.

Rancher’s Grill, 316 E. Cedar St., 
546-8883. Steakhouse, burgers: L D.*

Si Señor, 200 E. Pine St., 546-
3938. Mexican: Mon.-Sat. B L D, Sun. 
B L.

Sunrise Kitchen, 1409 S. Columbus 
Road, 544-7795. “Good-quality comfort 
food. There’s nothing on the menu that is 
really exotic. But all the familiar dishes, 
both American and Mexican, are done 
well, and it’s that care in preparation 
that lifts the food above the ordinary. 
This is not a freezer-to-fryer type of res-
taurant.” (September 2012) American, 
Mexican, breakfasts: Mon.-Thur. B L, Fri. 

B L D.
Tacos Mira-

sol, 323 E. Pine 
St., 544-0646. 
Mexican: Mon., 
Wed.-Sat. B L D, 
Tues. B L.

Tocayo’s 
Mexican Res-
taurant, 1601 
E. Pine St., 567-
1963. Mexican, 
dine in or take 
out: Mon.-Sat. B L 
D, Sun. B L.

Akela
Apache 

Homelands 
Restaurant, I-10. 
Burgers, ribs, 
“casino-style” 
food: B L D.*

Columbus
Patio Café, 

23 Broadway, 
531-2495. Burg-
ers, American: 
B L.*

HIDALGO 
COUNTY

Lordsburg
El Charro 

Restaurant, 209 
S. P Blvd., 542-
3400. Mexican: 
B L D.

Fidencio’s, 
604 E. Motel Dr., 
542-8989. Mexi-
can: B L early D.

Kranberry’s 
Family Restau-
rant, 1405 Main 
St., 542-9400. 
Mexican, Ameri-
can: B L D.

Mama 
Rosa’s Pizza, 
1312 Main St., 
542-8400. Pizza, 
subs, calzones, 
salads, chicken 
wings, cheese-
burgers, shrimp 
baskets: L D.

Ramona’s 
Café, 904 E. Mo-
tel Dr., 542-3030. 
“Lordsburg’s quit 
Mexican food 
treasure offers 
some unusual 
takes on tradi-
tional recipes.” 
(December 2012) 
Mexican, Ameri-
can: Tues.-Fri. B L 
D, Sun. B mid-day 
D.

Animas
Panther 

Tracks Café, 
Hwy. 338, 548-
2444. Burgers, 
Mexican, Ameri-
can: Mon.-Fri. 
B L D

Rodeo
Rodeo Store 

and Café. 195 
Hwy. 80, 557-
2295. Coffeeshop 
food: Mon.-Sat. 
B L.

Rodeo Tavern, 557-2229. Shrimp, 
fried chicken, steaks, burgers, seafood: 
Weds.-Sat. D.

CATRON COUNTY
Reserve

Adobe Café, Hwy. 12 & Hwy. 180, 
533-6146. Deli, American, Mon. pizza, 
Sunday BBQ ribs: Sun.-Mon. B L D, 
Wed.-Fri. B L.

Black Gold, 98 Main St., 533-
6538. Coffeehouse, pastries.

Carmen’s, 101 Main St., 533-6990. 
Mexican, American: B L D.

Ella’s Café, 533-6111. American: 
B L D.

Uncle Bill’s Bar, 230 N. Main St., 
533-6369. Pizza: Mon.-Sat. L D.

Glenwood
Alma Grill, Hwy. 180, 539-2233. 

Breakfast, sandwiches, burgers, Mexi-
can: Sun.-Weds., Fri.-Sat. B L.

Golden Girls Café, Hwy. 180, 539-
2457. “Dig into an honest taste of the 
local scene and a down-home breakfast 
you’ll surely wish your mama had made. 
The specials listed up on the whiteboard 
all come with biscuits and gravy, and the 
ample menu has all the usual suspects—
omelets, pancakes, French toast and, of 
course, breakfast burritos—clueing you 
into the rib-sticking satisfaction ahead.” 
(Nov. 2007) Breakfast: B.

Mario’s Pizza, Hwy. 180, 539-

2316. “This unpretentious eatery serves 
up better pizza than you’ll find in many 
a big city. But a recent visit to the tiny, 
scenic mountain town will forever be re-
membered as the time I had, absolutely, 
the best calzone of my life.” (Nov. 2008) 
Italian: Mon.-Tues., Fri.-Sat. D.

Other Catron County
Purple Onion Café, Mogollon, 539-

2710. “Seasonal, quirky and way off the 
beaten path… serves eclectic fare and 
‘famous’ pie.” (August 2011) Breakfast, 
burgers, veggie melts, pita pockets, pies: 
Fri.-Sun., Mon. holidays, May-Oct.: B L.

Snuffy’s Steakhouse and Saloon, 
Quemado Lake, 773-4672. Steakhouse: 
D (Dec.-April: closed Mon.-Tues.)

SIERRA COUNTY
Hillsboro

Barber Shop Café, Main St., 
895-5283. American, Mediterranean, 
sandwiches: Thurs.-Sat. L.

Hillsboro General Store & Café, 
100 Main St., 895-5306. American and 
Southwestern: Sun.-Wed., Fri.-Sat. B L.

Note—Restaurant hours and meals 
served vary by day of the week and 
change frequently; call ahead to make 
sure. Key to abbreviations: B=Breakfast; 
L=Lunch; D=Dinner.*=Find copies of 
Desert Exposure here. Send updates, 
additions and corrections to: updates@
red-or-green.com. k

Table Talk
Taste of Downtown returns to Silver City 

on Saturday, Sept. 6, to benefit Silver City 
Mainstreet. The sampling from a wide va-

riety of downtown eateries begins at 11 a.m. on 
Broadway between Bullard and Texas streets. 
Books of tickets for 20 tastings are available in 
advance for $18 at the Visitor Center and Alotta 
Gelato, or you can buy single tasting tickets for 
$1 at the Mainstreet booth the day of the event. 
www.silvercitymainstreet.com.

On Sept. 1, Tre Rosat Café will be rolling out 
a new wine menu, created with the help of local 
sommelier Ron Dalton to better pair with their 
seasonal menu changes. The selection of wines 
will be from regions from around the world. The 
downtown Silver City eatery will also introduce 
new happy hour and dinner menus. Pizza will 
no longer be featured at dinner, but will still be 
available for lunch and happy hour. Those “hap-
py hours” are Saturday-Thursday from 3-5 p.m., 
and Friday from 3-6 p.m., with $1 off appetizers 
and the menu beers and wines. New features for 
the autumn menu will include duck confit, rab-
bit blanquette and Elk osso buco, all regionally 
sourced. Favorites such as bacon-wrapped dates, 
fried green tomatoes (seasonally), confit pork bel-
ly tacos and fresh fish tacos will still be available. 
304 N. Bullard St., 654-4919.

Sunset magazine is the latest to recognize Sil-
ver City’s rising culinary star. In its Southwest 
regional edition for September, the magazine 
featured “A Perfect Day in Silver City, NM,” with 
lunch at Little Toad Creek and dinner at the 
Curious Kumquat. Those meals bookended rec-
ommended visits to the Silver City and WNMU 
museums, Seedboat Gallery, O’Keefe’s Bookshop 
(that’s owner Dennis O’Keefe’s photo on our cov-
er this month) and the Gila National Forest.

On Sept. 26 at 6:30 p.m., Shevek & Co. in 
downtown Silver City will feature a wine-tasting 
dinner pairing six courses of Sephardic food 
with appropriate international wines. Reserva-
tions highly recommended; $85 per person ($45 
food without wines). It’s preceded by a Sephardic 
cooking class, Sept. 20, 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 602 N. 
Bullard St., 534-9168, www.silver-eats.com.

Masa y Mas Restaurant and Tortilleria in 
the Hub in downtown Silver City will be closing 
this fall.

In Las Cruces, the flood of chain restau-
rants continues, with work underway for a new 
Church’s Chicken on Mesa Grande, next to Mc-
Donald’s and near Oñate High School. It will be 
the city’s second Church’s location, joining the 
eatery at 300 E. Lohman. k

Send updates and restaurant news to up-
dates@red-or-green.com.

DINING GUIDE 
continued

LOCATION ~ LOCATION ~ LOCATION
Masa y Mas Restaurant and Tortilleria 

is closing this fall…Watch for weekly specials
Downtown’s loss can be your opportunity to open a 

restaurant with or without tortilleria equipment 
and a full commercial kitchen with a suppression hood, 

gas stoves, stainless steel sinks,  prep tables, etc. 
A "turn key" restaurant or café with everything 

from cookware and silverware to tables and chairs!

The Hub Plaza on Bullard Street in historic downtown Silver City
Contact Janey at 575-313-6707 with questions.

Corner Florida & Columbus Hwy.
PO Box 191, Deming NM 88031

(575) 546-3922

(575) 531-0124

SINCE
1970

Home

PAUL RICHARDSON
at RE/MAX Silver Advantage

prworld9000@yahoo.com
cell: 575-538-1657 • office: 575-538-3847
Disclaimer: Each o�ce independently owned & operated. This is not a solicitation of properties currently listed.

®

MLS 31370 $468,000

Stunning HORSE PROPERTY Estate! 
Own a piece of the rock! Landmark 
upper Mimbres Valley Location! Almost 
9 ACRES in the lap of Paradise! This is 
the property that turns everybody's 
head. Look at those Huge Rocks! 
Beautifully kept 3/2 home and equestri-
an facility on manicured grounds with a 
large detached garage/workshop, garden, hobby room, soapstone 
wood-burning stove. Pride of ownership everywhere you look! 
Covered outdoor living area, southern exposure, beautiful views! 
Living and entertaining delight!
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40 Days & 40 Nights

What’s Going on in September
Plus a look ahead into early October.

SEPTEMBER
M onday   

L abor     D ay

 1Silver City/Grant County 
Rolling Stones Gem and Mineral 

Show—10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Grant 
County Business and Conference Center, 
3031 Hwy 180 E. rollingstonesgms.
blogspot.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
New Mexico Harvest Wine Festi-

val—12-2:45 p.m.: Overcome. 3-5:45 
p. m.: Phat Soul. 12-6 p.m. $20, under 
21 free with parent or guardian; $15 
advance online. $3 discount for active 
duty and retired military. Southern New 
Mexico State Fairgrounds, I-10. 522-
1232, wineharvestfestival.com.

T uesday    

 2Silver City/Grant County 
TEA Party Meeting—“The Border 

Crisis, Part One,” video by Zach Taylor, 
retired 26-year Border Patrol officer and 
past chairman of the National Associa-
tion of Former Border Patrol Officers. 6 
p.m. Red Barn, Hwy 180.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Argentine Tango de Las Cruces—

Tuesdays. Tango lesson 6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Milonga 7:15-9:30 p.m. $5. 2251 Calle 
de Santiago, Mesilla. (505) 620-0377.

Border Avenue Band—Every 
Other Tuesday. Country and rock. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 
N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, www.
riograndetheatre.com.

W ednesday      

 3Las Cruces / Mesilla 
White Sands International Film 

Festival—Through Sept. 7. Outstanding 
short and feature-length documentaries 
and narratives of all genres from around 
the world, with a special focus on Latino 
and New Mexican film-making. Film 
and acting workshops, presentation of 
lifetime achievement award. $30-$150. 
Cineport 10, Mesilla Valley Mall, 700 S. 
Telshor Blvd. 522-1232, www.wsiff.com.

T hursday     

 4Silver City/Grant County 
Brown Bag Program—“Botanist, 

Linguist, and Physician.” 12-1 p.m. 
Silver City Museum Annex, 302 W. 
Broadway, 538-5921, www.silvercity-
museum.org.

WILL Sign-Up Social—The public 
is invited free of charge to Western 
Institute for Lifelong Learning’s (WILL) Fall 
Semester Sign-up Social. Doors open 
5 p.m. overview meeting at 5:30 p.m., 
course registration begins at 6 p.m. 
WNMU Global Resource Center, 538 
-6835, info@will-learning.com, www.
will-learning.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Big Band Dance Club—Jim Helder’s 

Septet. 8-10 p.m. Dance lesson 7 p.m. 
$9, $7 members. Alma de Artes School, 
402 W. Court St. 526-6504.

Tiffany Christopher—Rock. 8-11 
p.m. High Desert Brewing, 1201 W. 
Hadley, 525-6752.

White Sands International Film 
Festival—Through Sept. 7. See Sept. 3. 
$30-$150. Cineport 10, Mesilla Valley 
Mall, 700 S. Telshor Blvd. 522-1232, 
www.wsiff.com.

F riday   

 5Silver City/Grant County 
CW Ayon—One-man blues band. 

8 p.m. Little Toad Creek Brewery & Dis-
tillery, 200 N. Bullard, 956-6144.

Greg and Charlie—Classic folk-
rock. 6-9 p.m. Diane’s Parlor, 510 N. 
Bullard St.

Domestic Violence Court Watch 
Training—Free information session. Pre-
registration required, (312) 498-9449, 
susantellermarshall@gmail.com. 9-11 a.m.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
A Long Way Down—Through 

Sept. 11. Disgraced former TV presenter 
Martin (Pierce Brosnan) climbs to a spot 
in London, favored by suicides. As he 
contemplates his last few moments on 
earth, three strangers, all of whom had 
the same idea, join him on the roof. As 
the four reveal their reasons for ending 
their lives, a tenuous bond is formed 
between them. Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 
1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 
p.m. $7 regular, $6 seniors and students, 
$5 MVFS members, children and Weds. 
Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle de Guada-
lupe, 524-8287, mesillavalleyfilm.org.

Art on Easels—Grand opening of 
the Las Cruces Arts Association’s new 
Main Street location in the Commmunity 
Enterprise Center. 5-7 p.m. LCAA Gal-
lery on Main, 125 N. Main St.

Comic Con—Through Sept. 7. 
Zia Comic presents, pop culture event, 
comic books, movies and TV. Featured 
guests include actor Ray Park (Star Wars 
Episode I: The Phantom Menace, X-
Men,  “Sleepy Hollow”), actor/stuntman 
Jason Ybarra (“Power Rangers”) and 
comic book artist Jim Steranko (Marvel 
Comics’ “Captain America” and “Nick 
Fury, Agent of SHIELD”), among others. 
$40 three-day pass, $25 Saturday, $20 
Sunday. Las Cruces Convention Center, 
680 E. University Ave. 405-0461, www.
LasCrucesComicCon.org.

J.W. Fike—Special discussion at the 
opening of “J.W. Fike’s Photographic 
Survey of the Wild Edible Botanicals of the 
North American Continent.” 5 p.m. Free. 
Branigan Cultural Center, 501 N. Main 
St., 541 -2154, www.las-cruces.org/
museums.

Plein Air Artists—Exhibit recep-
tion. 5-7 p.m. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 
N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, www.
riograndetheatre.com.

Rocket Man—Through Sept. 14. A 
serious comedy by Steven Dietz about 
the road not taken. Donny Rowan has 
placed everything he owns on his front 
lawn, along with a sign that reads, 
“Here’s my life. Make an offer.” 8 p.m. 
$12, $10 students/seniors. Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
1223, www.no-strings.org.

White Sands International Film 
Festival—Through Sept. 7. See Sept. 3. 
$30-$150. Cineport 10, Mesilla Valley 
Mall, 700 S. Telshor Blvd. 522-1232, 
www.wsiff.com.

White Sands International Film 
Festival Awards Presentation—6 p.m. 
Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. Downtown 

Mall, 523-6403, www.riograndetheatre.
com.

Rodeo
Chiricahua-Peloncillo Heritage 

Days—Through Sept. 7. Friday: Keynote 
film presentation and reception (5:30-
7:30 p.m. MST). Saturday: Presenta-
tions, crafts fair, farmer’s market, kids 
workshop (9 -5 p.m. MST). Sunday: 
Guided field day excursions in Chirica-
hua and Peloncillo Mountains. Chirica-
hua Event Center, (520) 558-0165.

S aturday     

 6Silver City/Grant County 
Craft Class—“Papermaking for 

Adults” with Veronique De Jaegher. 
Pre-registration required. 2-4 p.m. $15. 
Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 
538-5921, www.silvercitymuseum.org.

Farmers’ Market—8:30 a.m.-noon. 
Mainstreet Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th St., 
654-4104.

Hell to Pay—Rock, blues, classic 
country. 8:30 p.m. Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bullard, 
956-6144.

Loose Blues Band—Classic blues, 
rock, folk and country. 2-4 p.m. Yankie 
Creek Coffee House.

Taste of Downtown Silver City—
Can’t decide which restaurant to go 
out to this evening? You don’t have to 
choose with MainStreet’s Taste of Down-
town Silver City. The annual restaurant 
tour will feature menu items from various 
downtown locations. 11 a.m. $18 for 
20 tasting tickets advance, $1 per taste 
same day. Restaurants and eateries 
throughout downtown. 534-1700, www.
silvercitymainstreet.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Annual Iris Rhizome Sale—Also 

Sept. 7. Mesilla Valley Iris Society. 8 
a.m. -6 p.m. Mesilla Valley Mall, 700 S. 
Telshor.

Blue Gramas Bluegrass Band—
Featuring Chad Norred. 8-11 p.m. 
High Desert Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 
525-6752.

Brian Pottorff—Opening for 
exhibit, Sept. 4-27. 4-6 p.m. Mesquite 
Art Gallery, 340 N Mesquite St.

Comic Con—Through Sept. 7. See 
Sept. 5. Las Cruces Convention Center, 
680 E. University Ave. 405-0461, www.
LasCrucesComicCon.org.

Mark Medoff: Far From Finished—
Celebrity fundraiser including Richard 
Dreyfuss, Jeffrey Tambor, Chris McDon-
ald, Linda Hamilton, Jesse Plemons and 
NMSU graduate Don Foster (executive 
producer of “Two and a Half Men”). Will 
help fund the Mark Medoff Lecture Series 
at NMSU. $50-$100/ NMSU Creative 
Media Institute, cmi.nmsu.edu/mark-
medoff-far-from-finished.

Raul Dorn—Opening for art show. 
4-6 p.m. Unsettled Gallery, 905 N. 
Mesquite St., 635-2285.

Rocket Man—Through Sept. 14. 
See Sept. 5. 8 p.m. $12, $10 students/
seniors. Black Box Theatre, 430 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-1223, www.no-
strings.org.

White Sands International Film 
Festival—Through Sept. 7. See Sept. 3. 
$30-$150. Cineport 10, Mesilla Valley 
Mall, 700 S. Telshor Blvd. 522-1232, 
www.wsiff.com.

Rodeo
Chiricahua-Peloncillo Heritage 

Days—Through Sept. 7. Presentations, 
crafts fair, farmer’s market, kids work-
shop (9-5 p.m. MST). Chiricahua Event 
Center, (520) 558-0165.

S unday   

 7Silver City/Grant County 
Annual Co-Op Picnic—Silver City 

Food Co-op will provide the main dish. 
Please bring a salad or dessert dish to 
share and bring your own plates and 
utensils. Celebrate summer and our com-
munity with games, friends and food. Be 
there by 11:30 a.m. to be part of a huge 
group photo for the Co-Op’s 40th an-
niversary. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Gomez Peak 
Picnic Area. 388-2343.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Annual Iris Rhizome Sale—Mesilla 

Valley Iris Society. 8 a.m. -6 p.m. Mesilla 
Valley Mall, 700 S. Telshor.

Comic Con—See Sept. 5. Las Cruces 
Convention Center, 680 E. University 
Ave. 405-0461, www.LasCrucesComic-
Con.org.

Rocket Man—Through Sept. 14. 
See Sept. 5. 2:30 p.m. $12, $10 
students/seniors. Black Box Theatre, 430 
N. Downtown Mall, 523-1223, www.
no-strings.org.

White Sands International Film 
Festival—See Sept. 3. $30-$150. 
Cineport 10, Mesilla Valley Mall, 700 S. 
Telshor Blvd. 522-1232, www.wsiff.com.

Rodeo
Chiricahua-Peloncillo Heritage 

Days—Guided field day excursions in 
Chiricahua and Peloncillo Mountains. 
Chiricahua Event Center, (520) 558-
0165.

M onday   

 8Silver City/Grant County 
Widowed Persons Service—Deb-

bie Maldonado will lead a karaoke sing-
along. All singles are welcome. 10:30 
a.m. $10 lunch. Glad Tidings Church, 
11600 Hwy 180 E. 537-3643.

T uesday    

 9Silver City/Grant County 
Community Forum—Also Sept. 11. 

Jim Shearer performs with the 
Creole Trio Plus One Sept. 21.

1-888-388-4515 • (575) 388-4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com

Just 7 miles north of Silver City on HWY 15

Fabulous getaway nestled in the tall pines of Pinos Altos
• Fireplaces• Secluded Balconies

• Porches
• Telephone & WiFi

• Satellite TV
• Barbeque Grill

• Hot Tub in Cabana
• Meeting Room

• Cabins with Kitchens are available

A show about earthly 
matters that impact 
us all!
Brought to you by:

Gila/Mimbres 
Community Radio
Gila Resources 
Information Project
New Mexico 
Wilderness Alliance
Upper Gila Watershed Alliance

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
10 am & 8 pm

via webstream@www.gmcr.org
Broadcasting on 89.1 FM

Podcasts available @ http://gmcr.org/category/earth-matters/

Earth Matters
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Pickamania! 
Preview
Pickamania! is back for a sixth year to put an 

exclamation point on the transition from sum-
mer to fall, Sept. 12-14 at Gough Park in Silver 

City. The free Mimbres Region Arts Council event 
features Grammy nominated Sarah Jarosz headlin-
ing Saturday and Louisiana’s rollicking (also Gram-
my-nominated) Steve Riley & the Mamou Playboys 
headlining Sunday. 

A Friday night kick-off dance starts at 7 p.m. and 
ends at 9 p.m. with the sounds of The Out of Kilters. 

Saturday’s lineup starts off at 11:30 a.m. with lo-
cal husband and wife duo Mountainaire Folk Mu-
sic, playing traditional and Celtic favorites. Banjo 
and cello duo The Littlest Birds from northern Cali-
fornia then take the stage at 12:15 p.m., followed 
by Higher Ground Bluegrass, hailing from northern 
New Mexico, at 1:30 p.m. Silver City Blues Festi-
val veteran Hillary Smith heads up powerhouse 
acoustic trio hONEyhoUSe at 3 p.m., and Fishtank 
Ensemble, a “musical Molotov cocktail,” continues 
the merriment with a blend of Turkish, Romanian, 
Gypsy, French hot jazz, Balkan and Greek styles at 
4:30 p.m. Sarah Jarosz brings it home at 6:30 p.m., 
and if you’re hankering for more, Steep Ravine 

plays on in the beer garden starting at 8 p.m.
On Sunday the day starts off at 11:30 a.m. with 

New Mexico’s own Lost Howlin’ Coyotes, playing 
traditional standards and gospel, followed by Silver 
City’s budding local musicians/luthiers, the Home-
made Hoedown Kids, at 12:35 p.m. At 1 p.m., San 
Francisco’s acoustic quartet Steep Ravine takes 
the stage followed by Arizona’s all-string band, Run 
Boy Run, at 2:30 p.m. Steve Riley & the Mamou 
Playboys close out the festival Sunday at 4:15 p.m. 

Local food and craft/artisan vendors as well as 
music workshops will enhance the festivities and 
fun. For more information and updates, see www.
mimbresarts.org. k

All ages get into the act at Pickamania! (Photo: 
Bruce Bloy)

Class on how to brew your own alterna-
tive kefirs. The Bumbling Gourmet has 
taken up brewing ginger ale and other 
lightly sweetened sparkling beverages 
using water kefir grains. The bottles pop 
like champagne and the bubbles will 
tickle your nose as well as your palate.
come learn the basic two-step fermenta-
tion process using kefir grains, organic 
sugar and juice. 12-1 p.m. Silver City 
Food Co-Op annex, 614 N. Bullard, 
388-2343, www.silvercityfoodcoop.com.

W ednesday      

10Silver City/Grant County 
Lunch & Learn—The public is 

invited free of charge to the first of West-
ern Institute for Lifelong Learning’s (WILL) 
Fall Semester Lunch & Learn Series, 
a wonderful diversity of talks offered 
Wednesdays during the noon hour. Feel 
free to bring a bag lunch and bring a 
friend. To begin the series, Nathan New-
comer will present “Conducting Citizen 
Science Inventories in the Gila National 
Forest.” Newcomer has been out in the 
Gila with various Silver City folks gather-
ing data that will give a sense of what’s 
going on in the 2014 forest. Noon. Free. 
WNMU Global Resource Center ABC 
Room, 538-6835, info@will-learning.
com, www.will-learning.com.

T hursday     

11Silver City/Grant County 
Community Forum—See Sept. 9. 

12-1 p.m. Silver City Food Co-Op an-
nex, 614 N. Bullard, 388-2343, www.
silvercityfoodcoop.com.

Rolling Stones Gem & Mineral 
Society—Review of annual Labor Day 
show. Potluck dinner. 6-8 p.m. Senior 
Center, 204 W. Victoria St. 534-1393, 
rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com.

Run on Sentence—Indie rock, on 
tour. 8:30 p.m. Little Toad Creek Brewery 
& Distillery, 200 N. Bullard, 956-6144.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Big Band Dance Club—CDs, DJ 

Dave Kibler. 8-10 p.m. Dance lesson 
7 p. m. $7 members. Alma de Artes 
School, 402 W. Court St. 526-6504.

Culture Series—“Organ Mountains-
Desert Peaks National Monument” by 
David Soules, an engineer at White 
Sands Missile Range and a member of 
numerous conservation organizations. 
He has researched and hiked the area’s 
mountains for years. 7 p.m. $2 dona-
tion. Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum, 
4100 Dripping Springs Road, 522-
4100, www.nmfarmandranchmuseum.
org.

Gallery Talk—In conjunction with 
“Off the Wall” exhibit. Marisa Sage. 6 
p.m. NMSU University Art Gallery. D.W. 
Williams Hall, University Avenue and 
Solano Drive, 646-2545, uag.nmsu.edu.

History Notes—Lecture by Jeff 
Schwehn, “The Earthly Afterlife of Billy 
the Kid.” 1 p.m. Branigan Cultural Cen-
ter, 501 N. Main St., 541-2154, www.
las-cruces.org/museums.

Off the Wall Banner Project—Of-
ficial opening reception. 5 p.m. NMSU 
University Art Gallery. D.W. Williams 
Hall, University Avenue and Solano 
Drive, 646-2545, uag.nmsu. edu.

Rocket Man—Through Sept. 14. 

See Sept. 5. 7 p.m. $8. Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
1223, www.no-strings.org.

Shady Rest Band—Skifflegrass 
from San Marcos, Texas. 8-11 p.m. 
High Desert Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 
525-6752.

F riday   

12Silver City/Grant County 
6th Annual Pickamania!—

Through Sept. 14. See story in this 
section. Kickoff dance with the Out of 
Kilters. 6-9 p.m. www.mimbresarts.org.

String Beans—Americana 
bluegrass. 8:30 p.m. Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bullard, 
956-6144.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Mood Indigo—Through Sept. 18. 

Wealthy, inventive bachelor Colin en-
deavors to find a cure for his lover Chloe 
after she’s diagnosed with an unusual 
illness caused by a flower growing in 
her lungs. With Audrey Tatou. French 
with English subtitles. Nightly 7:30 p.m., 
Sat. 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 
7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 seniors and 
students, $5 MVFS members, children 
and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle 
de Guadalupe, 524-8287, mesillaval-
leyfilm.org.

Rocket Man—Through Sept. 14. 
See Sept. 5. 8 p.m. $12, $10 students/
seniors. Black Box Theatre, 430 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-1223, www.no-
strings.org.

S aturday     

13Silver City/Grant County 
6th Annual Pickamania!—

Through Sept. 14. See story in this sec-
tion. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Gough Park. 
www.mimbresarts.org.

13th Annual Red Hot Children’s 
Fiesta—“Get Buggy!” theme. Prizes, fun 
and games. Grant County Community 
Health Council. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Penny 
Park, 1305 N. Grant St. 388-1198, 
healthcouncil@grmc.org.

5th Annual Walk for the He-
roes—The walk is named after James H. 
Pirtle, an army specialist who became 
the first New Mexican to be killed during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom in October 
2003. Pirtle’s mother lives in Silver City. 
Raises funds for military charities sup-
ported through the Gary Sinise Founda-
tion. Info: isupport@walkfortheheroes.
com.

An Iliad—A new play, interpreting 
Homer’s tale of gods, love, rage and 
war for today. Performed by Algernon 
D’Ammassa with John McClure III. Tick-
ets on sale pre-event at Sparks Clinic, 
WNMU Humanities Department and 
Alotta Gelato. 8 p.m. $10 advance, $5 
students, $15 at the door. WNMU Besse-
Forward Auditorium.

Craft Class—Felt making, ages 8 
and up. Pre-registration encouraged. 10 
a.m.-12 p.m. $5. Silver City Museum, 
312 W. Broadway, 538-5921, www.
silvercitymuseum.org.

Farmers’ Market—Music by Loose 
Blues Band, 9-11 a.m. 8:30 a.m.- noon. 
Mainstreet Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th St., 
654-4104.

Grand Re-Opening—All day. Ra-

ven’s Nest, Broadway and Bullard.
Last Train to El Paso—Presenta-

tion and book signing with Jerry Lobdill. 
2-3 p.m. Silver City Museum Annex, 
302 W. Broadway, 538-5921, www.
silvercitymuseum.org.

Quarterly Book Sale—Friends of 
the Silver City Library. Money raised 
supports the Public Library. Hardbacks 
$1, small paperbacks 50 cents. 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., members only 9-10 a.m. 1510 
Market St. folsilvercitynm@gmail.com

Vaccination Clinic—9 a.m.-noon. 
High Desert Humane Society, Cougar 
Way.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Classics One—Also Sept. 14. 

Sujari Britt, cello. Beethoven, Overture 
to “Egmont”; Saint-Saens, Concerto No. 
1; Sibelius, Symphony No. 1. 7:30 p.m. 
$35 and up. NMSU Center for the Arts, 
1000 E. University Ave., 646-4515, 
www.nmsutheatre.com/events. 646-
3709, www.lascrucessymphony.com.

Diez y Seis de Septiembre Fiesta—
Also Sept. 14. Mexican Independence 
Day. Folklorico dances, mariachi music, 
authentic Mexican cuisine. Old Mesilla 
Plaza. 524-3262, www.mesillanm.gov/
tourism/events/category/events.

Eryn Bent—Santa Fe singer/song-
writer. 8-11 p.m. High Desert Brewing, 
1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

Leaf Print Workshop—In conjunc-
tion with “Art from Science” exhibit. 
Noon. Free. Branigan Cultural Center, 
501 N. Main St., 541-2154, www.las-
cruces.org/museums.

Rocket Man—Through Sept. 14. 
See Sept. 5. 8 p.m. $12, $10 students/
seniors. Black Box Theatre, 430 N. 
Downtown Mall, 523-1223, www.no-
strings.org.

Sniffin’ Glue—Opening for show of 
works by Lisa Cavallera, through Sept. 
27. 4-6 p.m. Rokoko Gallery, 1785 
Avenida de Mercado.

The Coasters with Remember 
Then—Hear the Coasters sing their 
greatest hits: “Yakety Yak,” “Poison 
Ivy,” “Charlie Brown” and more. 7:30 
p.m. $35. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 
N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, www.
riograndetheatre.com.

Radium Springs
Frontier Days—Take a trip back 

in time with a visit to Fort Selden State 
Monument as they honor the civilians 
and soldiers who lived at the fort and 
protected the residents of the Mesilla 
Valley after the Civil War. Among the 
groups honored are the Buffalo Soldiers 
who were some of the first soldiers 
assigned to the fort. Fort Selden State 
Monument, 526-8911, (800) 429-9488. 
www.nmculture.org.

S unday   

14Silver City/Grant County 
6th Annual Pickamania!—See 

story in this section. 11:30 a.m.-5:45 p. 
m. Gough Park. www.mimbresarts.org.

For the Love of Clay—Reception 
with artist Phoebe Lawrence, for show 
Sept. 9-Oct. 8. Copper Quail Gallery, 
211A N. Texas, 388-2646.

Littlest Birds—Americana blue-

EVENTS continued on next page

Watch:
Cable Channels

17, 18 & 19
Listen:  

KOOT 88.1 FM

 For more information: 575-534-0130

 

 

 

 
 

 

All classes are at the CATS/KOOT studio located at 213 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM. Classes start at 5:30 PM and last one hour.

Spaces are limited, so please call 534-0130 to reserve a spot 24 hours in advance.

Classes are FREE to members! Non-members are charged a $10 fee.
(KOOT 88.1 FM and CATS-where YOU’RE in control!)

Sept. 2014 Classes 
9/03/14:  Audacity Radio Software Class with Todd Dennehy! Learn how to  
 record and edit your own KOOT 88.1 FM radio show!

9/10/14:  Spruce Up Your Videos! Learn more about Movie Maker-a free video  
 editing program!

9/17/14:  Open Class for Whatever Help You Need Taught by KOOT 88.1 FM Pro,  
 Todd Dennehy!

Oct. 2014 Classes 
10/01/14:  Movie Maker! Want to show others your photos, but they aren't
  interested? Learn how to turn your digital photos into a video production! 

10/08/14: KOOT 88.1FM Community Radio 101! Learn the rules and regulations
  for broadcasting on YOUR Community-YOUR Station KOOT 88.1 FM! 

10/15/14: Turn Your Videos Into a CATS TV Production! Phone videos, camera
  videos, camcorder videos! Get your videos on TV! 

 Thu 9/4 Tiffany Christopher (Lady Rocker)

 Sat 9/6 Blue Gramas Bluegrass Band (feat. Good Ol' Chad
   Norred)

 Thu 9/11 Shady Rest Band (Skifflegrass from San Marcos, TX)

 Sat 9/13 Eryn Bent (Santa Fe Singer/Songwriter)

 Thu 9/18 Emby Alexander ("Phoenix's own Talking Heads" 
  -Java Magazine)

 Sat 9/20 Direct Divide ("Violin-intensified Rock-n-Roll" from 
  Seattle)

 Thu 9/25 The D.A.M.N. Union (local music collective)

 Sat 9/27 Yairms/ALHHLA/Andrew Hiller (Durham, NC Indie 
  showcase)

 Thu 10/2 Bourbon Legend (Uke-Rock)

HOT SPRINGS SOAKING 
• TENT SITES

• RV SITES • CABINS • 
• WALKING TOURS

Faywood Hot Springs
165 Highway 61

Faywood, NM 88034
for more information call

575-536-9663

A Bed & Breakfast
Located in 

Historic Downtown 

411 W. Broadway
Silver City, NM 88061
575-388-5485 www.InnonBroadwayweb.com 

 � Relax on the swing on our 
shady veranda

 � Full homemade delicious breakfast
 � Air-conditioned rooms

 � Private baths
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You can read about two of this month’s sig-
nature events, the Gila River Festival and 
Pickamania!, in this issue’s Tumbleweeds 

section and elsewhere in this section, respectively. 
But those are far from the only notable happenings 
in September. Also in Silver City, the Western Insti-
tute for Lifelong Learning (WILL) starts up for au-
tumn with its Sign-Up Social on Sept. 4 and Lunch 
& Learn brown bag presentations on Wednesdays 
beginning Sept. 10. It’s the annual Taste of Down-
town on Sept. 6; see Table Talk in this issue for de-
tails. In Las Cruces, famous names from the super-
hero scene including actor Ray Park and artist Jim 
Steranko will headline Comic Con, Sept. 5-7.

The following weekend, the Red Hot Chil-
dren’s Fiesta fills Penny Park in Silver City with 
fun, Sept. 13. A modern take on Homer’s classic, 
An Iliad, takes the stage at the WNMU Besse-For-
ward Auditorium on Sept. 13, and at Voiers “Pitt” 

Park in Deming on Sept. 20. In Mesilla, it’s Mexi-
can Independence Day (a few days early) on the 
plaza, Sept. 13-14.

Next up is Fort Bayard Days, Sept. 19-21, 
with Friday living history and guest speaker Derrell 
Heitt presenting “Teddy’s Rough Riders.” On Satur-
day, highlights include vintage baseball, a military 
band concert and military ball. If food is more your 
idea of fun, sample the Whole Enchilada Festival 
in Las Cruces, Sept. 26-27. k

THE LISTTO
DO Plenty to fall for.

grass/folk. 6 p.m. Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bullard, 
956-6144.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Classics One—See Sept. 13. 3 p.m. 

$35 and up. NMSU Center for the Arts, 
1000 E. University Ave., 646-4515, 
www.nmsutheatre.com/events. 646-
3709, www.lascrucessymphony.com.

Diez y Seis de Septiembre Fiesta—
See Sept. 13. Old Mesilla Plaza. 524 
-3262, www.mesillanm.gov/tourism/
events/category/events.

Rocket Man—See Sept. 5. 2:30 
p.m. $12, $10 students/seniors. Black 
Box Theatre, 430 N. Downtown Mall, 
523-1223, www.no-strings.org.

T uesday    

16Silver City/Grant County 
TEA Party Meeting—“The Bor-

der Crisis, Part Two,” featuring speaker 
from Roswell, Jeff Everly, vice chairman 
of the National Association of Former 
Border Patrol Officers. 6 p.m. Red Barn, 
Hwy 180.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Audra Rodgers—Every Other Tues-

day. Rodgers writes for and performs on 
banjo, guitar, trumpet and ukulele. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 
N. Downtown Mall, 523 -6403, www.
riograndetheatre.com.

W ednesday      

17Silver City/Grant County 
Lunch & Learn—Asher Gelbart 

on “Regenerative Landscaping with 
Rainwater Harvesting,” sharing how he 
applies his engineering skills to simple, 
low-tech, sustainable infrastructures for 
living in harmony with the earth. Brown 
bag. Noon. Free. WNMU Student Me-
morial Building, 3rd floor meeting room 
(near the library entrance). 538-6835, 
www.will-learning.com, info@will- learn-
ing.com.

10th Annual Gila River Festival—
Through Sept. 21. See story in Tumble-
weeds section. One of the Southwest’s 
premier nature festivals, the Gila River 
Festival attracts an audience of nature 
lovers and outdoor enthusiasts eager to 
learn about and experience the Gila’s 
natural wonders. Festival attendees will 
enjoy a variety of expert-guided field 
trips in the Gila National Forest and 
along the Gila River, a keynote talk by 
author and conservationist Dave Fore-
man, presentations by WNMU Professor 
Emeritus of Biology Dale Zimmerman, 
historian Stephen Fox, naturalist Mike 
Fugagli, and The Nature Conservancy’s 
Martha Cooper; Gila River photography 
by award-winning landscape photog-
rapher Michael Berman; a water wheel 
ceremony; kayaking; wilderness films; 
Gala for the Gila, featuring live music by 
the Roadrunners; a downtown art walk 
and more. Locations throughout Grant 
County. 538-8078, www.gilaconserva-
tion.org/wp/?page_id=1004.

Virtual Hike Along the Gila 
River—With Nathan Newcomer. 12-1 
p.m. Silver City Museum Annex, 302 W. 
Broadway, 538-5921, www.silvercity-
museum.org.

WNMU Volleyball vs. Colorado 
School of Mines—7 p.m. WNMU 
campus, wnmumustangs.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Big Band Dance Club—High Soci-

ety Orchestra. Annual President’s Ball. 

8 -10 p.m. Dance lesson 7 p.m. $9, $7 
members. Alma de Artes School, 402 
W. Court St. 526-6504.

Casting Crowns—Grammy- and 
Dove Award-winning Christian rock 
band, with former American Idol finalist 
and K-LOVE Female Artist of the Year, 
Mandisa, plus Sidewalk Prophets. 7 p.m. 
$20-$50. Pan Am Center, 646-1420, 
panam.nmsu.edu, (800) 745-3000, 
ticketmaster.com.

Emby Alexander—8-11 p.m. High 
Desert Brewing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525 
-6752.

Foster The People—Touring in sup-
port of their sophomore album, “Super-
model” With Fitz and the Tantrums. $25, 
$35, $40. Pan Am Center, 646-1420, 
panam.nmsu.edu, (800) 745-3000, 
ticketmaster.com.

F riday   

19Silver City/Grant County 
10th Annual Gila River Fes-

tival—Through Sept. 21. See story in 
Tumbleweeds section. Locations through-
out Grant County. 538-8078, www.gila-
conservation.org/wp/? page_id=1004.

Fort Bayard Days—Through Sept. 
21. Experience Fort Bayard with living 
history exhibits, children’s activities, a 
style show and morning tea, vintage 
baseball, military band, and a military 
ball. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.: Living history cen-
ters on the Parade Ground. 6:30 p.m.: 
Dinner followed by guest speaker Derrell 
Heitt presenting “Teddy’s Rough Riders.” 
Reservations required for dinner; $15, 
$6 children. Fort Bayard, 956-3294, 
www.fortbayard.org .

Gila Native Plant Society—A.T. 
Cole will give a presentation: “Human-
Caused Climate Change and Habitat 
Shallowing as an Adaptation Tool.” 7 
p.m. Free. WNMU Harlan Hall, Room 
219. www.gilanps.org.

WNMU Volleyball vs. Colorado 
Christian University—7 p.m. WNMU 
campus, wnmumustangs.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Frontera—Through Sept. 25. A for-

mer Arizona sheriff’s wife is killed while 
riding on their ranch property. It would 
appear a Mexican man illegally crossing 
into the US is at fault. As the former and 
the current sheriff search for answers, 
lives are changed forever. With Ed Har-
ris, Amy Madigan and Eva Longoria. 
Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 se-
niors and students, $5 MVFS members, 
children and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 524-8287, 
mesillavalleyfilm.org.

S aturday     

20Silver City/Grant County 
10th Annual Gila River Fes-

tival—Through Sept. 21. See story in 
Tumbleweeds section. Locations through-
out Grant County. 538-8078, www.gila-
conservation.org/wp/? page_id=1004.

Cooking Class—“Sephardic 
Favorites.” Pre-register. 11 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. Shevek & Co., 602 N. Bullard, 
534-9168, silver-eats.com.

Farmers’ Market—8:30 a.m.-noon. 
Mainstreet Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th St., 
654-4104.

Fort Bayard Days—Through 
Sept. 21. See Sept. 20. 9 a.m.: Flag 
ceremony. 9:30 a.m.: Tours. 10:45 a.m.: 
Vintage baseball. 12-1 p.m.: Lunch 
available. 1 p.m.: Military band concert 
with Fort Lowell 4th Cavalry Regimen-

tal Band. 2 p.m.: Vintage baseball. 
7-10 p.m.: Military ball in theater ($5/
couple, $2.50/person, children free with 
parents. Fort Bayard, 956-3294, www.
fortbayard.org.

Greg and Charlie—Classic folk-
rock. 6-9 p.m. Diane’s Parlor, 510 N. 
Bullard St.

Monsoon Puppet Parade and 
Children’s Activities—In conjunction 
with Gila River Festival. 12-2 p.m. Silver 
City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 538-
5921, www.silvercitymuseum.org.

Stars-N-Parks—National Public 
Observatory program. Mars is low in 
the west. Andromeda Galaxy is rising 
in the northeast and is viewable by 
program’s end. The summer Milky Way 
bifurcates the evening sky. Presenter: 
Matt Wilson. Sunset 7:07 p.m., program 
start 8:20 p.m. $5 park fee, $3 dona-
tion. City of Rocks State Park, 327 Hwy 
61, Faywood. www.Astro-NPO.org.

Wilderness—Meet the artists, in 
conjunction with “Wilderness: Michael 
Berman, Anthony Howell and James 
Hemphill” exhibit. 11 a.m.-noon. Silver 
City Museum, 312 W. Broadway, 538-
5921, www.silvercitymuseum.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Band of Sisters—Special film event. 

The story of Catholic nuns and their 
work for social justice after Vatican II of 
the 1960s. 1:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 se-
niors and students, $5 MVFS members, 
children. Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle 
de Guadalupe, 524-8287, mesillaval-
leyfilm.org.

Direct Divide—Rock and violin from 
Seattle. 8-11 p.m. High Desert Brewing, 
1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

Fall Gardening Prep—Get in gear 
for your fall and winter gardens. 10 a. 
m.-noon. Free. Branigan Cultural Center, 
501 N. Main St., 541-2154, www.las-
cruces.org/museums.

New Mexico State Champion-
ship Marathon—Wounded Warriors 
in Action Foundation. 5K, half and full 
marathon. Food, fun and music. 6:30 
a.m. Luna Rossa Winery & Pizzeria, 
1321 Avenida de Mesilla. www.Run-
ThenWine.com.

NMSU Aggies Football vs. 
UNM—6 p.m. NMSU Aggies Memorial 
Stadium, 646 -1420, 532-2060, nmsta-
tesports.com.

Outside Mullingar—Also Sept. 21. 
FUSION (FUSIONnm.org), an Albuquer-
que professional theatre company, opens 
its 2014-15 season with the 2014 Tony 
Award- nominated best play by John 
Patrick Shanley, on regional tour. This 
production, the first off of the Broadway 
stage, is a romantic comedy featuring two 
eccentric souls, Rosemary and Anthony. 
They stumble and bumble toward love 
and passion while in the froth of a neigh-
borly feud over a piece of land the size 
of a postage stamp. Set in contemporary 
Ireland. 7:30 p.m. $39.50. Rio Grande 
Theatre, 211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
6403, www.riograndetheatre.com.

Raul Dorn—Performance read-
ing. 6-7 p.m. Unsettled Gallery, 905 N. 
Mesquite St., 635-2285.

St. Genevieve Fiesta—Also Sept. 
21. Family fun with food, games, a silent 
auction, entertainment, a raffle and 
more. 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Free. St. Gen-
evieve Parish Hall, 1025 E. Las Cruces 
Ave., 524-9649.

Stars-N-Parks—National Public 
Observatory program. Mars is low in the 
west. Andromeda Galaxy is rising in the 

EVENTS continued

Fort Bayard Days.

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
Live Music Nights

Hear fantastic local and regional 
Live Music almost every Friday 

and Saturday Night

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS
Special Brunch Menu

options until 2PM
and Drink Specials

 from the Bar!

Craft Beer & Spirits & Fine Pub Food

200 N. Bullard
Historic Downtown Silver City

Live Music Every Weekend  
Open 6 Days a week • 11-11• Later Weekends • Closed Tues.

TRIVIA
Night!

MONDAYS

Pint
Night

ALL BEERS 
$1.00 O� from 5pm 

to close

WEDNESDAYS

TRIVIA 
Night!

 Starts 
at 7PM

THURSDAYS
$3 

Thursdays 
all day –$3 Bottle 

Beers and a 
Special $3 Menu 

 Sept. 26—8:30pm
South American Latin Rhythm Band

Jazz Orgy 
 Sept. 28—4pm

Award-winning Jazz and Funk Band 
from Oshkosh WI

2320 Hwy 180E • Silver City, NM • 575-538-5644
facebook.com/videostopnm

Punchcard Sale:
$2.18 per rental!

$4 DVD Sale!

Punchcard Sale:
Video Stop

9/9/14 9/16/14

For more information: visit us at 312 West Broadway, Silver  City, NM,
call 575-538-5921, or click www.silvercitymuseum.org

September 2014
Calendar of Events

Thursday, September 4, 2014
Brown Bag program:  Botanist, Linguist, and Physician – Dr. Bushnell with Dr. Bell

12 noon to 1 pm Silver City Museum Annex, 302 W. Broadway 

Saturday, September 6, 2014
Taste of Downtown at the Museum –Taste Southwest Native America!

11 am to 2 pm Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway 

Saturday, September 6, 2014
Craft Class:  Papermaking for Adults with Veronique De Jaegher

2 pm to 4 pm at the Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway
For adult crafters, $15, limit 6 crafters, pre-registration required. 

Saturday, September 13, 2014
Craft Class:  Felt Making

10 am to 12 noon at the Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway
For crafters aged 8 and older, $5, limit 10 crafters, pre-registration encouraged. 

Parent or guardian attendance required. 

Saturday, September 13, 2014
Presentation and Book Signing:  Last Train to El Paso with Jerry Lobdill

2 pm to 3 pm at the Silver City Museum Annex, 302 W. Broadway 

Thursday, September 18, 2014
Take a Virtual Hike Along the Gila River with Nathan Newcomer

12 noon to 1 pm at the Silver City Museum Annex, 302 W. Broadway

Friday, September 19, 2014
Ft. Bayard Days - Historic Rope Making —9 am to 3 pm at Ft. Bayard

Saturday, September 20, 2014
Gila River Festival Activities at the Silver City Museum

11 am to 12 noon, Meet the Artists of the exhibit, Wilderness:
 Michael Berman, James Hemphill and Anthony Howell

12 noon to 1 pm, Monsoon Puppet Parade 
will �nish with activities at the Museum Courtyard

1 pm to 2 pm, Children’s Activities. All at the Silver City Museum, 312 W. Broadway

Thursday, September 25, 2014
Get the Lead Out! (and Asbestos)  An awareness-level workshop on lead and 

asbestos regulations for building renovators
9 am to 1 pm at the Besse Forward Global Resource Center

Ongoing Exhibits at the Silver City Museum:  

Gila Wild:  A Celebration of the 90th Anniversary of the Gila Wilderness and the 
50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act, now through January 4, 2015

Wilderness: Michael Berman, James Hemphill and Anthony Howell, 
now through November 30, 2014
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northeast and is viewable by program’s 
end. The summer Milky Way bifurcates 
the evening sky. Presenter: John Gilkison. 
Sunset 6:58 p.m., program start 8:10 
p.m. $5 park fee, $3 donation. Mesilla 
Valley Bosque State Park, 5000 Calle de 
Norte, 523-4398. www.Astro-NPO.org.

Deming
Music in the Park—6 p.m. Rock-

hound State Park, 9880 Stirrup Road SE, 
546-6182, FriendsofRockhound.org.

White Sands
White Sands Hot Air Balloon 

Invitational—A collection of colorful 
balloons filling the air over the white 
gypsum dunes of White Sands Na-
tional Monument. 437-6120, (800) 826 
-0294. www.alamogordo.com.

S unday   

21Silver City/Grant County 
10th Annual Gila River Festi-

val—See story in Tumbleweeds section. 
Locations throughout Grant County. 
538-8078, www.gilaconservation.org/
wp/?page_id=1004.

Early Sunday Fundraising Sup-
per—Entertainment by the Gila High-
landers. Benefits the Bridge Community 
senior living facility project. 5 p.m. $10. 
First United Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College, 538-5754.

Fort Bayard Days—See Sept. 20. 
Interdenominational worship service in 
theater, 9:30 a.m. Fort Bayard, 956-
3294, www.fortbayard.org.

Gila Native Plant Society Hike—
Pancho Canyon above the Gila Bird 
Area. Trichostema arizonicum and 
Anisacanthus thurberi are favored in this 
area Meet at 8 a.m. Free. WNMU Fine 
Arts Center THeatresouth parking lot. 
388-5192, www.gilanps.org.

WNMU Volleyball vs. Regis 
University—2 p.m. WNMU campus, 
wnmumustangs.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Celebrate Authors—Bringing to-

gether readers and some of their favorite 
regional authors: Jennifer Cervantes, Rus 
Bradburd, Denise Chávez, Kelly Coffeen, 
Spencer Herrera, Paula Moore, Connie 
Vermeer and Rozilyn Skibyak, David 
Thomas and Ellen Young. Hosted by 
Friends of the Thomas Branigan Memo-
rial Library. 3-5 p.m. $5. Bradley D. & 
William B. Restaurant, 2540 E. Paseo 
Road. 525-2745, friendsbranigan@
gmail.com.

Creole Trio Plus One—New 

Orleans-style jazz. Mesilla Valley Jazz 
& Blues Society monthly concert series. 
7 p.m. $8, $5 members, $1 students 
with ID. First Christian Church, 1809 El 
Paseo. 640-8752. www.mvjazzblues.
net.

Morgan Brothers Band and The 
Rio Grande Ramblers—Variety of 
blues, rock and roll, Americana and 
contemporary folk. 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Mesilla Valley Bosque State Park, 5000 
Calle de Norte, 523-4398.

NMSU Aggies Women’s Soccer 
vs. UNLV—12 p.m. $6-$24, 12 and 
under free. NMSU campus, off Payne 
St., www.nmstatesports.com.

Outside Mullingar—See Sept. 20. 
2 p.m. $39.50. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
www.riograndetheatre.com.

St. Genevieve Fiesta—See Sept. 
20. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Free. St. Genevieve 
Parish Hall, 1025 E. Las Cruces Ave., 
524-9649.

T uesday    

23Silver City/Grant County 
29th Annual Purchase Prize 

Award Exhibit—Grant County Art 
Guild exhibit opening. 5:30 p.m. Pinos 
Altos Art Gallery, 534-2899.

Sue Fink & Jane Godfrey—Singer-
songwriter duo, on national tour. 7 p.m. 
Little Toad Creek Brewery & Distillery, 
200 N. Bullard, 956-6144.

W ednesday      

24Silver City/Grant County 
Cliff-Gila Grant County 

Fair—Through Sept. 27. Celebration of 
Grant County’s agricultural heritage and 
future, with animal and craft exhibits 
from schools and civic groups. Exhibits, 
livestock judging, rodeo, dances. $3. 
County Fairgrounds and Cliff High 
School, Cliff. 388-1559.

Lunch & Learn—Ann Hedlund on 
“State of the Art: Navajo Weavers and 
Their Creativity. She will address where 
Navajo weavers get ideas for their rug 
designs, weaving through the genera-
tions, and the future prospects for Native 
American weaving. Brown bag. Noon. 
Free. WNMU Global Resource Center 
ABC Room, 538-6835, info@will-learn-
ing.com, www.will-learning.com.

T hursday     
R osh    H ashanah     

25Silver City/Grant County 
Cliff-Gila Grant County 

Fair—Through Sept. 27. See Sept. 24. 
$3. County Fairgrounds and Cliff High 
School, Cliff. 388-1559.

Workshop—Awareness-level work-
shop on lead and asbestos regulations 
for building renovators hosted by the 
Town’s Waterworks Project and Silver 
City Museum. 9 a. m.-1 p.m. Free. 
WNMU Global Resource Center. 538-
5921 to pre-register.

You Knew Me When—Indie rock 
from Nashville. 8 p.m. Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bullard, 
956-6144.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Big Band Dance Club—CDs. 8-10 

p.m. Dance lesson 7 p.m. $7 members. 
Alma de Artes School, 402 W. Court St. 
526-6504.

Gallery Talk—In conjunction with 
“Off the Wall” exhibit. Veronica Roberts. 6 
p.m. NMSU University Art Gallery. D.W. 
Williams Hall, University Avenue and 
Solano Drive, 646-2545, uag.nmsu.edu.

The D.A.M.N. Union—Local music 
collective. 8-11 p.m. High Desert Brew-
ing, 1201 W. Hadley, 525-6752.

West Highland Way—Through 
Oct. 12. Play by Meredith Friedman 
Jane, reeling from a broken engage-
ment, sets forth on a 95-mile walking 
trail in Scotland with her father. When 
a chance encounter with a charming 
Irishman re-opens her heart, she must 
choose between her old life and an 
uncertain future. Preview performance 
7:30 p.m. NMSU Center for the Arts, 
1000 E. University Ave., 646 -4515, 
www.nmsutheatre.com/events.

26Silver City/Grant County 
Baracutanga—Albuquerque 

Latin rhythm band. 8:30 p.m. Little Toad 
Creek Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bul-
lard, 956-6144.

Cliff-Gila Grant County Fair—
Through Sept. 27. See Sept. 24. $3. 
County Fairgrounds and Cliff High 
School, Cliff. 388-1559.

Sephardic Wine Tasting Din-
ner—Reservations recommended. 6:30 
p. m. $85 per person ($45 food without 
wines). Shevek & Co., 602 N. Bullard, 
534-9168, silver-eats.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Manhattan Short—Through Oct. 

2. Over 300 cities across six continents 
unite for one week for one film festival. 

EVENTS continued on next page

2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla • www.mesillavalleyfilm.org • (575) 524-8287
Shows nightly at 7:30- Sunday Matinee at 2:30.

The Fountain Theatre—featuring the best independent, foreign and alternative 
films in the Southwest. Home of the Mesilla Valley Film Society since 1989!

September 2014
 5-11—A Long Way Down Dir: Pascal Chaurmeil, (96min.  
  In English) 

 12-18—Mood Indigo Dir: Michel Gondry, (94min. French 
  w/Eng Subs) 

 19-25—Frontera Dir: Michael Berry, (103min. In English) 

25th Patron Admitted Free & Small Popcorn is 25¢ for all on the 25th day 

 20—1:30 Special Event—Band of Sisters (88min. 
  English) 

 26-Oct 2—Manhattan Short

Gaye Rock, Reiki Master
The Rock Center, 413 N. Bullard St., Silver City, NM

     (575) 956-5200  www.gayerock.com

Reiki healing, animal communication and pet grooming. 

Upcoming Classes and Training
Angels 101: 

Sat. Sept. 6, 10 - 12, $25
Guides 101: 

Sat. Sept. 6, 1 - 3, $25
Reiki I and II: 

Mon. Sept. 8, 9 - 4, $150
Advanced Reiki Training (A.R.T.):

Sat. Oct. 11, 8:30 - 4:30,  $150
Your Chakra And Energy Systems:

 Sat. Oct. 25, 9 – 4, $45
Contact The Rock Center for details. Preregistration required.

Western Stationers
OFFICE SUPPLIES

We are your full service/locally owned o�ce supply store
113 W. Broadway in historic downtown Silver City  
Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat. 9-1 • 575-538-5324

Western Stationers is located in downtown 
Silver City. Most items are sold individually 

or by the box. Fair prices, quality merchandise 
with special orders welcome.
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Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 and 
7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
$7 regular, $6 seniors and students, 
$5 MVFS members, children and 
Weds. Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle 
de Guadalupe, 524-8287, mesillaval-
leyfilm.org.

Valley Uprising—The 9th Reel Rock 
Film Tour features this film of Yosemite 
climbing, spanning half a century of 
struggle against the laws of gravity and 
the laws of the land. In conjunction with 
the Las Cruces Climbing Festival. Live 
music, beer and vendors beginning 
at 5 p.m. Advance tickets at NMSU 
Outdoor Center (Activity Center Room 
108). 7 p.m. $5. Rio Grande Theatre, 
211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, 
www.riograndetheatre.com. 646-4252, 
reelrocktour.com.

West Highland Way—Through 
Oct. 12. See Sept. 25. 7:30 p.m. NMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University 
Ave., 646-4515, www.nmsutheatre.
com/events.

Whole Enchilada Fiesta—Also 
Sept. 27. Street party complete with 
food, dancing, a parade and the making 
of one of the world’s largest enchiladas. 
Meerscheidt Recreation Center, 526-

1938, www.enchiladafiesta.com.

S aturday     

27Silver City/Grant County 
Cliff-Gila Grant County Fair—

See Sept. 24. $3. County Fairgrounds 
and Cliff High School, Cliff. 388-1559.

Farmers’ Market—Music by Greg 
and Jean with Jeff Ray (Southern Rocky 
Mountain Band), 9-11 a.m. 8:30 a.m.-
noon. Mainstreet Plaza, N. Bullard at 
7th St., 654-4104.

WNMU Football vs. CSU-
Pueblo—5 p.m. WNMU Ben Altamirano 
Memorial Stadium, www.wnmumus-
tangs.com.

Compressed Earth Block Work-
shop—9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Mule Creek 
Adobe, 258 Arenas Valley Road, 535-
2973, www.MuleCreekAdobe.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
West Highland Way—Through 

Oct. 12. See Sept. 25. 7:30 p.m. NMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University 
Ave., 646-4515, www.nmsutheatre.
com/events.

Whole Enchilada Fiesta—See Sept. 
26. Meerscheidt Recreation Center, 526-
1938, www.enchiladafiesta.com.

Yairms/ALHHLA/Andrew 
Hiller—Durham, NC, indie showcase. 

8-11 p. m. High Desert Brewing, 1201 
W. Hadley, 525-6752.

Deming
An Iliad—A new play, interpreting 

Homer’s tale of gods, love, rage and 
war for today. Performed by Algernon 
D’Ammassa with John McClure III. Bring 
lawn chair or cushion. 2 p.m. $10, $8 
students and seniors. Voiers “Pitt” Park.

S unday   

28Silver City/Grant County 
Jazz Orgy—Award-winning 

funk and sophisticated jazz band from 
Oshkosh, Wisc. 4 p.m. Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bullard, 
956-6144.

T uesday    

30Silver City/Grant County 
WNMU Volleyball vs. NM 

Highlands—5 p.m. WNMU campus, 
wnmumustangs.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Alison Reynolds and Deborah 

Kuhn—Every Other Tuesday. Classic 
rock, pop and folk songs as well as 
performing many original songs. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Rio Grande Theatre, 211 
N. Downtown Mall, 523-6403, www.
riograndetheatre.com.

OCTOBER
W ednesday      

 1Las Cruces / Mesilla 
Southern New Mexico State Fair 

and Rodeo—Through Oct. 5. Midway, 
auction, food, music, livestock shows, 
cowboy rodeo and live car racing. 8 
a.m.-10 p.m. $8-$10. Southern New 
Mexico State Fairground, I-10 exit 127 
or 132, 524-8602, 524-8612, www.
snmstatefairgrounds.net.

T hursday     

 2Silver City/Grant County 
Reflections of an Artist—Poet 

Denise Low. 6 p.m. Free. WNMU Global 
Resource Center

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Bourbon Legend—Uke-rock. 8-11 

p.m. High Desert Brewing, 1201 W. 
Hadley, 525-6752.

Habaneros—The Habaneros quintet 
comes from Havana, Cuba. These celebrat-
ed performers (three violins, one cello and 
a clarinet) are all members of the National 
Symphony orchestra of Cuba. Program 
includes classical favorites and new ar-
rangements of Cuban and South American 
compositions. 7:30 p.m. $20. Rio Grande 
Theatre, 211 N. Downtown Mall, 523-
6403, www.riograndetheatre.com.

Southern New Mexico State Fair 
and Rodeo—Through Oct. 5. See Oct. 
1. 8 a.m.-10 p.m. $8-$10. Southern 
New Mexico State Fairground, I-10 exit 
127 or 132, 524-8602, 524-8612, 
www.snmstatefairgrounds.net.

F riday   

 3Silver City/Grant County 
Habaneros—The Habaneros quin-

tet comes from Havana, Cuba. These 
celebrated performers (three violins, one 
cello and a clarinet) are all members 
of the National Symphony orchestra 
of Cuba. Program includes classical 
favorites and new arrangements of 
Cuban and South American composi-
tions. Grant County Community Concert 
Association. 7 p.m. Non-subscribers 
$20 adult, $5 student. WNMU Fine 
Arts Center Theatre. 538-5862, gcca@
gcconcerts.org.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Mesilla Valley Jazz Happen-

ing—Through Oct. 5. Old Mesilla Plaza 
and Mercado Plaza. 526-2620, www.
mesillanm.gov/tourism.

Southern New Mexico State Fair 
and Rodeo—Through Oct. 5. See Oct. 
1. 8 a.m.-12 p.m. $8-$10. Southern 
New Mexico State Fairground, I-10 exit 
127 or 132, 524-8602, 524-8612, 
www.snmstatefairgrounds.net.

The Trip to Italy—Through Oct. 9. 
Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon return 
for another round of travel and food 
porn, which follows our intrepid armchair 
gastronomes on a carb-heavy tour of Italy 
from northern Piemonte to the sun-drenched 
Amalfi Coast. Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 1:30 
and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
$7 regular, $6 seniors and students, $5 
MVFS members, children and Weds. Foun-
tain Theatre, 2469 Calle de Guadalupe, 
524-8287, mesillavalleyfilm.org.

West Highland Way—Through 
Oct. 12. See Sept. 25. 7:30 p.m. NMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University 
Ave., 646-4515, www.nmsutheatre.
com/events.

S aturday     
Y om   K ippur   

 4Silver City/Grant County 
Annual Pinos Altos Fiesta—Food 

and entertainment. Benefit for Pinos 
Altos Volunteer Fire Rescue. 11 a.m.-5 

p.m. Main Street, Pinos 
Altos. 574-8394, lmwk@
dishmail.net.

Art and Wine Ex-
travaganza—Works by 
15-plus artists. Music by 
Mariachi Rosas Del Desierto, 
1-2 p.m.; Jessica Juarez, 
3-5 p.m. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
La Esperanza Vineyard & 
Winery, Royal John Mine 
Road, (505) 259-9523, 
www.laesperanzavineyard-
andwinery.com.

Farmers’ Market—8:30 
a.m.-noon. Mainstreet 
Plaza, N. Bullard at 7th St., 
654-4104.

Gila Monster Gran 
Fondo—Long-distance, 
timed cycling event that is fun yet has 
a competitive edge for the individual, 
amateur and recreational cyclists. The 
course follows the iconic Tour of the 
Gila “Gila Monster” road race, cover-
ing some of the most stunning routes in 
New Mexico. Roving sag wagons and 
rest stations will provide extra support 
to get you to that finish line. 7:30 a.m. 
$50. Gough Park, Hi-Spot on Hwy. 52, 
Camp Thunderbird. www.tourofthegila.
com/gila- monster-challenge-gran-
fondo-1.

WNMU Mustangs Football vs. 
Fort Lewis College—Homecoming. 7 
p.m. WNMU Ben Altamirano Memorial 
Stadium, www.wnmumustangs.com.

WNMU Volleyball vs. Adams 
State—5 p.m. WNMU campus, wnmu-
mustangs.com.

Workhorse—Rock, blues, classic 
country. 8:30 p.m. Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bullard, 
956-6144.

Writing Circle—With novelist Mary 
Sojourner. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. $95. Pinos 
Altos. Pre-register: (520) 850-0014, 
info@swwordfiesta.org.

Poetry Workshop—With poet 
Denise Low. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. $75. Down-
town. Pre-register: 313-3172, info@
swwordfiesta.org.

Speed Date with a Publisher—With 
Denise Low of Mammoth Publications. 
3:30-5 p.m. $25 for 15 minutes. Down-
town. Pre-register: 313-3172, info@
swwordfiesta.org.

An Evening with the Stars—Read-
ings and signings by poet Denise Low 
and novelist Mary Sojourner with Silver 
City Poet Laureate Elise Stuart. 7 p.m. 
Free. 614 N. Bullard.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Mesilla Valley Jazz Happen-

ing—Through Oct. 5. Old Mesilla Plaza 
and Mercado Plaza. 526-2620, www.
mesillanm.gov/tourism.

NMSU Aggies Football vs. 
Georgia Southern—6 p.m. NMSU 
Aggies Memorial Stadium, 646-1420, 
532-2060, nmstatesports.com.

Southern New Mexico State Fair 
and Rodeo—Through Oct. 5. See Oct. 
1. 8 a.m.-12 p.m. $8-$10. Southern 
New Mexico State Fairground, I-10 exit 
127 or 132, 524-8602, 524-8612, 
www.snmstatefairgrounds.net.

West Highland Way—Through 
Oct. 12. See Sept. 25. 7:30 p.m. NMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University 
Ave., 646-4515, www.nmsutheatre.
com/events.

S unday   

 5Las Cruces / Mesilla 
Mesilla Valley Jazz Happening—

Old Mesilla Plaza and Mercado Plaza. 
526-2620, www.mesillanm.gov/tourism.

Southern New Mexico State Fair 
and Rodeo—See Oct. 1. 8 a.m.-6 
p.m. $8-$10. Southern New Mexico 
State Fairground, I-10 exit 127 or 132, 
524-8602, 524-8612, www.snmstate-
fairgrounds.net.

West Highland Way—Through 
Oct. 12. See Sept. 25. 2 p.m. NMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University 

Ave., 646-4515, www.nmsutheatre.
com/events.

W ednesday      

 8	     Deming 
Southwestern New Mexico State 

Fair—Through Oct. 12. New carnival; 
parade downtown Friday 10 a.m.; 
Agtoberfest Friday, 12-5 p.m. (kids 
free); Casper Baca Rodeo Friday and 
Saturday; Owen Washburn bull-riding 
Sunday. $5, kids $3. Southwestern New 
Mexico State Fairgrounds. 544-5012.

T hursday     
L eif    E rickson        D ay

F irst     D ay   of   S ukkot   

 9Las Cruces / Mesilla 
West Highland Way—Through 

Oct. 12. See Sept. 25. 7:30 p.m. NMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University 
Ave., 646-4515, www.nmsutheatre.
com/events.

Deming
Southwestern New Mexico State 

Fair—Through Oct. 12. See Oct. 8. $5, 
kids $3. Southwestern New Mexico State 
Fairgrounds. 544-5012.

F riday   

10Silver City/Grant County 
While I Was Waiting—Recep-

tion for exhibit by Cece Stanford. 4-7 
p.m. Blue Dome Gallery, 307 N. Texas.

Las Cruces / Mesilla
Death Trap—Through Oct. 26. 

Thriller by Ira Levin, dealing with the 
devious machinations of a writer of 
thrillers whose recent offerings have 
been flops, and who is prepared to go 
to any lengths to improve his fortunes. 
Gala night. 8 p.m. $12, students/
senior/military $11, 6 and under $9. 
Las Cruces Community Theater, 313 
N. Downtown Mall, 523-1200, www.
lcctnm.org.

Fifi Howls from Happiness—
Through Oct. 16. Bahman Mohasses 
is an Iranian openly gay sculptor and 
painter who’s lived in self-imposed exile 
in Italy since the start of the Islamic 
Revolution. The documentary itself is 
Mohassess’ final canvas. In Persian with 
English subtitles. Nightly 7:30 p.m., Sat. 
1:30 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2:30 and 
7:30 p.m. $7 regular, $6 seniors and 
students, $5 MVFS members, children 
and Weds. Fountain Theatre, 2469 Calle 
de Guadalupe, 524-8287, mesillaval-
leyfilm.org.

NMSU Aggies Women’s Soccer 
vs. Kansas City—3 p.m. $6-$24, 12 
and under free. NMSU campus, off 
Payne St., www.nmstatesports.com.

West Highland Way—Through 
Oct. 12. See Sept. 25. 7:30 p.m. NMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University 
Ave., 646-4515, www.nmsutheatre.
com/events.

Deming
Southwestern New Mexico State 

Fair—Through Oct. 12. See Oct. 8. 
Parade downtown 10 a.m.; Agtoberfest, 
12-5 p.m.; Casper Baca Rodeo. $5, kids 
$3. Southwestern New Mexico State 
Fairgrounds. 544-5012. k

Send events 
info by the 
20th of the 
month to: 
events@
desertexpo-
sure.com, fax 
534-4134, PO Box 191, Silver 
City, NM 88062 or NEW—sub-
mit your event online at www.
desertexposure.com/submite-
vents.

BEFORE YOU GO:
Note that events listings are 
subject to change and to human 
error! Please confirm all dates, 
times and locations.

EVENTS continued

The annual Pinos Altos Fiesta on Oct. 4 
benefits the volunteer fire and rescue.

Massage Therapy
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Reflexology, 

Lymph-Drainage, Hot Stone, 
Geriatric and Pregnancy

Ear-Coning
Ionic Foot Baths

Kathryn Brown RN, LMT 
NM RN #52305, LMT #4796

Home, hospital, 
and care facility 
visits available. 

Patient case 
management and 
advocacy services.

Madonna Kettler, PhD
575-534-1291   madonna@madonnakettler.com

The Center for Inner Peace, LLC

 NATH Certified Hypnotherapy School

• Hypnotherapy • Classes
 • Past Life Regression
 • Life Between Lives 

• I AM Wowed™ Program

Rosen Method Bodywork
Relaxation & Inner Awareness through Gentle Touch

Anna Dye, M.A.
Certified Practitioner

575-519-8591
By Appointment
309 E. College Ave., Silver City

Paul E. Galbraith, LISW/LCSW
Individuals & Couples
Adolescents & Adults 

Southwest Counseling

• Trauma
• Anxiety

• Depression
• Drug & Alcohol Abuse

Please call for more information & appointments.
575-654-0812 • TherapySouthwest.com

Matthew Sommerville 
Yoga Therapist

Yoga Therapy 
Bringing Body and Mind into Balance

575-535-2681
yogahridaya.com

 
Chronic Pain, Spinal Issues, Injury Recovery, Stress 

Management, Depression/Anxiety, Diabetes, Digestive Disorders. 

Owen Washburn rides bulls at the 
Southwestern New Mexico State 
Fair in Deming, Oct. 8-12.
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Last month we highlighted 
Ophiuchus, the Serpent 
Bearer. This month, we 

highlight Serpens, the Serpent 
that he is holding. Serpens is a 
unique constellation, the only 
constellation split into two sepa-
rate parts—Serpens Caput and 
Serpens Cauda. Serpens Caput is 
the Serpent’s Head and it is the 
western part of this constellation. 
Serpens Cauda is the eastern part 
of this constellation and forms the 
Serpent’s Tail. The serpent’s mid-
dle is part of Ophiuchus, so this 
mythological creature is actually 
split into three parts.

While Serpens Caput and Ser-
pens Cauda are on either side 
of Ophiuchus, they are consid-
ered a single constellation. As 
such, they have only one Alpha 
star, one Beta, etc., known as the 
Bayer designations and ordered 
by visual brightness. They also 
have one set of Flamsteed designations, which are 
a set of numbers starting with 1 that is assigned by 
increasing Right Ascension (west to east in the con-
stellation). Collectively, these two constellations are 
referred to as Serpens. 

Serpens is associated with Ophiuchus and while 
there is no mythological character by that name, 
Ophiuchus is sometimes identified with Asclepius. 
Asclepius was an incredible healer, having been 
raised by the kindly centaur Chiron, who taught him 
medical healing skills, to the extent that he could 
bring back the dead. The ruler of the Underworld, 
Hades, felt this was an encroachment on his realm 
and complained to Zeus. Growing tired of Hades’ 
complaints, Zeus finally struck Asclepius down with 
a thunderbolt. Zeus then put him in the sky so he 
would be remembered. Ophiuchus (Asclepius) and 
Serpens are now considered the symbol of the heal-
ing arts. A serpent wrapped around a rod (the Rod 
of Asclepius) is a symbol of the medical profession 
(commonly confused with the caduceus, the staff of 
Hermes).

There are a number of objects in Serpens, espe-
cially in Serpens Caput, which 
has the Milky Way going through 
it. But one discovery reported 
in April 2007 was quite surpris-
ing: Astronomers P.G. Tuthill of 
the University of Sydney and J.P. 
Lloyd of Cornell University were 
studying stars in the Mount Wil-
son Catalog (MWC) of stars that 
showed emission lines. They were 
using a relatively new observing 
system called adaptive optics on 
the 200-inch Hale telescope on 
Palomar Mountain in  California and on the W.M. 
Keck Observatory on Mauna Kea in Hawaii.

Adaptive optics (AO) is a technique of changing 
the optical path of different parts of an image faster 
than a second to compensate for the changes in the 
atmosphere the telescope is looking through. This 

allows much clearer images to be made without the 
blurring the atmosphere usually introduces into as-
tronomical imaging.

Tuthill and Lloyd were observing the 14th-magni-
tude Mount Wilson Catalog star number 922 (MWC 
922). The resulting image showed nebulosity centered 
on MWC 922 that looked like a red square, so it was 
dubbed the Red Square Nebula. It is tiny, barely 15 
seconds-of-arc across, and very faint, which is why 
it was not detected before. The image released to the 
public was taken in near-infrared light. It was pro-
cessed to brighten the extremely faint outer regions of 
the nebula and sharpened to bring out the fine details. 
The results show one of the most symmetrical objects 
observed at such a high level of detail.

This is a bipolar nebula consisting of two cones 
of gas streaming out in opposite directions. The 
edges of each cone form a 90-degree angle and are 
curved, rather than pointed, down near the star (hy-
perbolic curves). We are looking at the Red Square 
directly side-on. If we were looking at it end-on, it 
would look more like a ring nebula. Inside the cone 
opening, sides of the Square are filaments like the 

teeth on a comb. These are highly 
unusual, and it is thought these 
may be caused by periodic ripples 
in a disk much closer to the star. 
These ripples cast shadows onto 
the gas in the cone, forming the 
comb-teeth pattern.

The Red Square is a very com-
plex nebula that also has rungs 
or bars running across the cones. 
MWC 922 is a giant star of class 
B that is reaching the end of its 
life and shedding its atmosphere 

into the surrounding space. One day, this star may 
explode into a supernova, giving us a completely 
new nebula and destroying the symmetry of the Red 
Square Nebula.

The Planets for September

Mercury is still in our evening sky this 
month. During September, it will drift slow-
ly southward along and about four degrees 

above the western horizon. It will reach the west-
southwestern horizon by month’s end, when it will 
be heading back toward the Sun. This is an extremely 
poor apparition for the northern hemisphere, with 
Mercury being hard to find and almost impossible to 
observe. At midmonth, the Messenger of the Gods 
will shine at magnitude +0.1 with a disc that is 6.3 
seconds-of-arc across and 67% illuminated. It spends 
the entire month in Virgo, moving slowly eastward 
through the constellation. 

Saturn is getting lower in the west each day, 
moving very slowly eastward in central Libra, just 24 
degrees up in the southwest as it gets dark. It sets 
around 10 p.m. At midmonth, Saturn’s rings are 35.9 

The Starry Dome • Bert Stevens

Serpens, the Serpent
Plus the planets for September.

Two-thirds of the way up in our southern skies you can find the two 
parts of the Serpens, the cosmic serpent being held by Ophiuchus. 
To east is the Serpens Caput, the Serpent’s Head, and to the west is 
Serpens Cauda, the Serpent’s Tail.

Watch the Skies
(times MDT)

Sept. 2, 5:11 a.m.—First Quarter 
Moon
Sept. 8, 7:38 p.m.—Full Moon
Sept. 15, 8:05 p.m.—Last Quarter 
Moon
Sept. 22, 8:29 p.m.—September 
Equinox; autumn begins in northern 
hemisphere
Sept. 24, 12:14 a.m.—New Moon

For a larger, print-
able version of 
the star map, visit 
www.desertexpo-
sure.com.

seconds-of-arc across and tilted down 21.9 degrees 
with the northern face showing. Its disc is 15.8 sec-
onds-of-arc across.

Mars is 26 degrees up in the southwest as it gets 
dark and sets around 10:30 p.m. Mars is pulling east-
ward away from Saturn, starting the month in central 
Libra, crossing the northern panhandle of Scorpius 
and ending up in western Ophiuchus. At midmonth, 
the God of War shines at magnitude +0.7 with a disc 
6.4 seconds-of-arc across.

Jupiter is moving slowly eastward in eastern 
Cancer. At midmonth, it rises just before 4 a.m. in the 
east-northeast, shining at magnitude -1.9. The King of 
the Planets will be 31 degrees up in the east as it gets 
light, with a disc 32.7 seconds-of-arc across.

Venus ends its run in the morning sky this month. 
At the beginning of September, it is just seven degrees 
up in the east-northeast as it starts to get light, having 
risen at 5:30 a.m.; its disc is 10.1 seconds-of-arc across 
and 97% illuminated. Venus starts the month in west-
ern Leo, moving quickly eastward. It crosses Leo and 
ends the month in western Virgo. Venus will be too 
close to the Sun to see by the middle of the month. 

The Sun crosses the celestial equator on Sept. 22 
at 8:29 p.m., marking the beginning of astronomical 
autumn in the northern hemisphere. The Sun will 
continue traveling southward until December. So 
take advantage of the increasingly earlier darkness 
to “keep watching the sky”! k

An amateur astronomer for more than 45 
years, Bert Stevens is co-director of Desert 

Moon Observatory in Las Cruces.

The Red Square Nebula (NASA).

506 West 13th Street, Silver City, NM
 (Virginia & 13th)

575-388-8858

Dr. Paul Stuetzer, PH.D., DOM, Physician

Acupuncture, Homeopathic & Naturopathic Medicine
Specializing in: Pain Relief, Migraine Headaches, 
Allergies, Immune System Disorders and 
Injection Therapy (Biopuncture).

 • National & State Licensure
 • 30 years experience

Provider for Blue Cross and Blue Shield Of NM 
Workers’ Comp and other Health Insurance Plans

©DE

NM Lic# 4096

MAGGIE KNOX
Licensed Massage Therapist

Time-Out Massage
526 Hwy 180 West • Silver City, NM

575-534-9702
Deep Therapeutic Massage

Swedish and Neuromuscular Therapy
Gift Certificates Available

For a free brochure & samples 
call 877-833-3740

www.udderdelight.com

A�ordable natural skin care!
Rich moisturizing 
goat milk soaps,
lotions & creams
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Continental Divide • David A . Fryxell

Mr. Green Genes
The soapy truth about cilantro.

Back in my day, growing up in the Midwest, we 
didn’t have cilantro. When we sat down to dinner 
after trudging five miles in a blizzard home from 
school, our meals were flavored with salt and pep-
per, not exotic herbs. My mom had a container of 
dried oregano, I think, that had been handed down 
to her by my grandmother and might have been 
grown before the “war to end all wars.” In fancy res-
taurants, you might encounter basil. But that was the 
extent of our culinary experimentation. Cilantro? Is 
that some newfangled floor-cleaning product?

We were hardly alone in our cilantro ignorance. 
According to a nifty tool on the New York 
Times’ website, Times Chronicle, men-
tions of “cilantro” in the pages of the na-
tion’s newspaper of record tracked at 
pretty much zero until the mid-1970s. 
The graph shoots up from there, howev-
er, reaching 0.19% of all articles by 2000 

and peaking at 0.24% 
by 2004. That means 
in 2004 almost 1 in ev-
ery 400 articles in the 
Times used the term 
“cilantro”—at a time 
when the newspaper 
was already pretty busy 
with mentions of “Iraq” 
(7.4%), George W. Bush 
(7.65%) and “weapons 
of mass destruction” 
(0.46%).

Today, you can hard-
ly open a menu without encountering cilantro in 
everything from traditional Mexican or Asian fare 
to newfangled uses such as pesto or cocktails. “Our 
special today,” the snooty waiter will intone while 
mentally calculating your tipping potential, “is ci-
lantro-wrapped sea bass with a cilantro-lemongrass 
emulsion, served atop cilantro-pesto lentils with a 
garnish of cilantro-flavored cilantro.”

Future generations will look back on this era as 
the Age of Cilantro. (“Didn’t they also invent the In-
ternet back then? And put a rover on Mars?” “Well, 
yes, but mostly they just ate cilantro.”)

To all of you out there who are now salivating at 
the mere thought of that suddenly popular herb, 
I have a confession to make. Living as we do 

in the cilantro-mad Southwest, where salsa is served 
at every meal beginning with breakfast, this will seem 
especially shocking. You might want to put down your 
cilantro-laced salsa and chips before reading on, lest 
you spill in a convulsion of surprise and horror.

I hate cilantro. Simply loathe the stuff. It tastes 
like soap to me.

Before you condemn me and start hauling out the 
pitchforks and torches, however, you should know 
that I can’t help it—and I’m not alone. According to a 
2012 study by the consumer genetics firm 23andMe, 

cilantro aversion is genetic. (My daughter hates the 
stuff, too.)

Surprisingly, the study suggested that cilantro-
haters think the herb tastes like soap not because we 
can’t properly appreciate its flavors but because we 
experience some of cilantro’s qualities all too well. 
The study of nearly 30,000 people identified specific 
gene variants linked to a dislike of cilantro. The most 
important are among those controlling the sense of 
smell, especially a gene labeled OR6A2. This gene 
encodes an olfactory receptor that increases sensi-
tivity to the aldehyde compounds (organic chemicals 
formed by the oxidation of alcohols) that give cilan-
tro its distinctive taste.

In short, it’s not me—it’s you. If you could only 
experience cilantro in all its soapy awfulness the way 
I can, you’d rush out to napalm the fields where this 
culinary monstrosity is grown.

Famed chef Julia Child hated cilantro, too. World-
wide, 17% of European peoples, 14% of those of Af-
rican descent and, surprisingly, 21% of east Asians 
are likewise genetically predisposed to think cilantro 
tastes like soap. Or, well, floor cleaner.

So, since we cilantro-haters can’t help it (It’s in 
our genes! We were born this way!), is it too 
much to ask for a little consideration from the 

culinary world? A sort of cilantro cease-fire? For start-
ers, cooks could stop putting cilantro in places where 
it doesn’t belong, where we would never think to ask, 
“Could you hold the cilantro, please?” Those are the 
dishes where we don’t realize our mistake until it’s too 
late and we’ve bitten into what ap-
parently contains Ivory soap.

(The doubters among you may 
wish to conduct a little experi-
ment at this point, to walk a mile 
in my shoes, so to speak. Pick one 
of your favorite foods and take 
a big bite. Now, with your taste 
buds still swimming in delicious-
ness, squirt a tablespoon of Dawn 
dish soap into your mouth. Not so 
yummy all of a sudden, is it?)

Cilantro has no place in Italian, German or French 
food (ask Julia Child), beverages of any kind, des-
sert or, heaven knows, candy. Can we agree on these 
ground rules? No? Would you like to try the Dawn 
test again? OK, thank you.

I will grudgingly admit that cilantro might reason-
ably be included in Thai food and Mexican dishes. 
Would it really be so hard, however, for this ne-

farious herb to be chopped in large enough pieces 
that it can easily be picked out? Better still, put cilan-
tro only on top of the dish, as a sort of garnish, so it 
and an inch or two of potentially contaminated food 
below the cilantro can simply be excised and given 
to the dog. (I’d worry that some dogs might also be 
sensitive to cilantro’s soapy side and this might seem 

like cruelty to animals, but we are talking about an 
animal that licks its own butt.)

As an oppressed minority, cilantro-haters also de-
mand full disclosure of cilantro as an ingredient on 
menus and in any packaged food product. No more 
vague mentions of “herbs and spices” or “natural flavor-
ings.” Ideally, we’d like the same sort of consideration 
given people with peanut allergies: “Warning: This prod-
uct produced in a factory where cilantro is used.”

We’d also like to see progressive labeling, much 
like the current “gluten-free” boom: “Cilantro-free!” 
packages could ballyhoo. Or, better yet, “Certified ci-
lantro-free.” Maybe there could be a logo with a little 
cilantro sprig and a big “no” slash over it.

When cilantro is disclosed as an ingredient in a 
restaurant menu, we’d appreciate a minimum of 
sneers when we politely ask that it be omitted and 
instead, perhaps, used as an ingredient in chemical 
weapons. (This last is just a suggestion, mind you—
no need to get huffy!) And we mean it when we ask 
for no cilantro. If the chef says, “What a yahoo! I’ll 
just ignore his request—he’ll never know the differ-
ence,” trust me: We will know. I’m pretty sure that at 
concentrations of one part per billion, cilantro-haters 
could detect that distinctive soapy bitterness.

So, sure, you go on and enjoy your cilantro-laden 
(shudder!) salsa and your pad thai with extra ci-
lantro. Just remember that if you had my aldehyde-

compound sensitivity, you, too, would recoil in horror 
and run screaming to the restroom to wash your mouth 
out. (With soap—heck, it couldn’t taste much worse.)

And blame my genes—and those of my poor, in-
nocent daughter, who didn’t ask to be brought into a 
world gone mad for cilantro. I wish I could enjoy that 
disgusting, soapy-tasting slop as much as you do, but 
I just can’t. I can’t help the revulsion I feel at the sight 
of those harmless-seeming herbs defiling your taco. 
Yes, my life would be easier if I could just down that 
devil-herb-laced concoction with the gluttonous ease 

you display. (Hey, at least use a 
napkin when you’re done—wipe 
that green crap off your chin!)

The menu may say, “yes, yes,” 
but my chromosomes say, “no, 
no.” And, er, ugh.

There is hope, though. If you 
look closely at the graph from the 
Times tracing the rise of cilantro 
fever, you’ll note a slight, zig-zaggy 
downward trend from the peak of 

insanity in 2004. Slowly, America may be turning its 
back on cilantro and moving on to some other culi-
nary trend.

Might I suggest dried oregano, well aged? k

David A. Fryxell blue-pencils even the word 
“cilantro” when editing Desert Exposure. 

The rise in 
mentions of 
“cilantro,” as 
charted by 
the New York 
Times.

Now, with your taste 
buds still swimming in 
deliciousness, squirt 

a tablespoon of Dawn 
dish soap into your 

mouth. 

Cissy McAndrew
Associate, EcoBroker®

& GREEN Realtor
(c) 575-538-1337
(o) 800-827-9198

CissyMcAndrew@gmail.com 
www.SilverCityTour.com

414 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM 88061

"Your personal connection 
to Southwest New Mexico"

2012 Realtor of the YearPRIVATE FOREST RETREAT
Custom energy e�cient 3 bedrm, 2 
bath, mountain home with easy access. 
Sunroom, Southwest �nishes and 10 
acres. MLS#30961 $349,500 

HISTORIC DISTRICT
Close to the University and Downtown, 
this 3 bedrm, 2 bath includes an 
attached mother-in-law/rental unit. 
MLS#31071 $227,500

MIMBRES VALLEY
Great views and bright home with 
beamed and vaulted ceilings, 2 large 
bedrooms, 1.75 baths, and 2 fenced 
acres. MLS#31416 $122,900

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION...
REDUCEDREDUCED
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Home Furnishings and Sleep Shop

www.thefurnituregalleryinc.com
• Free Delivery • 12 Months Interest- Free Financing (OAC)

Are you ready for some football?

Open M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Closed Sun 1300 Silver Heights Blvd.
Silver City, NM 88061

(575) 388-3109

122 W. Spruce St.
Deming, NM 88030
(575) 546-2602

Visit Furniture Gallery for great specials on Recliners and 
Entertainment Centers for the entire month of September.

CERTIFIED 
American
Grassfed 

Association

Visit www.riverranchmarket.com for a product price list
Order at 575-535-2664 or info@gilariverranch.com

SILVER CITY CHAPTER WESTON A. PRICE FOUNDATION
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Fresh Jersey Cow 
Dairy Products

Only a few shares 
remaining!

 Order Now – 
Deliveries start 
mid-September 

Don’t drag your feet! 
Order NATURAL GRASS 

HAY or ALFALFA 
from the Ranch HQ, 

ask for Wendel
575-535-2662

Hazel, your local
milk provider

Rio Grande and Red Bourbon are Heritage breed turkeys. The Midget 
White is a fine domestic fowl & has won high ratings for taste.

FREE DELIVERY to Silver City area
Or Pick up orders at Ranch Headquarters – 

call first for an appointment!

Want to have the 
best turkey EVER for 

your holiday dinner this year?  
Try one of our pasture raised heritage 

breed turkeys. Reserve your bird now – 
Fresh or Frozen!

Did you know we 
moved to Gila?   

We still have all the local 
certified grassfed meats & 

cheeses that you love!  

• beef, lamb & goat

• Apple-wood smoked ham 
  & bacon 

• Pork sausages – green chili,   
  Italian, breakfast & bratwurst 

• Fresh Chicken Eggs – 
  pastured & fed certified 
  organic feed
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2991 Highway 35, Mimbres, NM
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MLS 31535 • $150,000
4BD two-story home located in 
Chaparral School Dist. Great kitchen, 
living room with fireplace, master 
bedroom/bath & additional 
bedroom/guest bath & laundry on 
the first floor. 2 bedrooms and 3/4 
bath upstairs plus attic storage. 
Additional storage and workshop 
space. Large fenced backyard with 
private patio. 2 car carport with 
additional parking in the rear yard.

MLS 31525 • $1,440,000
Gateway Apartments, 36 two bedrm/ 
1ba units & 12 one bedrm/1ba units 
set on over 3 acres in the center of 
town.  5 buildings plus manager's 
office & laundry building. Rents in the 
$495 to $600 range. Most units are 
subsidized through USDA Rural 
Housing. Will need permission from 
USDA for sale to finalize.

MLS 31506 • $110,000
Nearly 8 level acres at the end of a 
road very close to town. Private 
location, southern exposure, owner 
financing possible. Seller will divide & 
sell off approx. 4 acres.

MLS 31504 • $279,000
3bd/2ba Indian Hills area home on 1 
acre with all city utilities. Private 
fenced yard with outdoor living area. 
Vaulted ceilings, fireplace, open floor 
plan. An attractive property with 
reduced price.

MLS 31501 • $295,000
Classic 3bd/3ba mid-century home 
with contemporary remodel done in 
2008. Open floor plan on the upper 
level with kitchen/living/dining area. 
Master suite with Shoji doors opens 
to the living room with fireplace. 
Walk-in closet with built-ins, deluxe 
master bath with double head 
shower. 2 additional bedrooms and 
large suite on the lower level 
opening out to a wooded back lot. 
Cork, carpet & hardwood floors. 
Downtown/university neighborhood 
on a corner lot with two car garage.

MLS 31456 • $69,000
1997 3bd/2ba Fleetwood single-wide 
in town, centrally located. Split/Open 
floor plan, home is set high off the 
street.

MLS 31410• $260,000
Gorgeous new construction 3bd/2ba 
home in Skyview Estates, ready soon. 
Contemporary style with stucco 
exterior, built by Hunt & Sons 
Building Development Inc. Luxury 
travertine tile flooring in living areas, 
gourmet kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances & granite counters. 
Landscaped front yard with drip 
system, rear backyard is enclosed 
with new wood fencing. Located & 
close to medical, shopping, & schools. 

MLS 31409 • $262,000
New construction 3bd/2ba home in 
Skyview Estates, ready for immediate 
occupancy. Contemporary southwest 
style with front adobe accent wall & 
stucco exterior. Luxury travertine tile 
flooring in living areas, fireplace, 
gourmet kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances & granite counters. 
Landscaped front yard with drip 
system, rear backyard is enclosed 
with new wood fencing. Located & 
close to medical, shopping, & schools.

MLS 31382 • $197,000
Some of the most spectacular views 
in southwest New Mexico are truly 
the selling point of this horse 
property in Gila. 2 bed, 1 1/2 half bath 
features 7.7 acres with state land 
bordering on two sides. Features 40 x 
50 hay barn with fenced stalls and 
round pen. Fruit trees are on drip 
system. House has metal roof and 
brand new stucco. The adjacent 1.86 
acres is available to purchase. House 
is heated with a wood stove but has 
conventional heating, too. 3 acre feet 
of domestic/stock water right incl.

MLS 31492 • $45,000
Level lot with great mountain views. 
4.475 acres unrestricted on paved 
county maintained road. Adjacent to 
Casas Adobes Subdivision and 
Mountain Spirits RV park. Fenced on 
3 sides. Four gentle seasons and 
close to endless recreation and world 
class hunting in the Gila National 
Forest and Bear Canyon Lake.

MLS 31493 • $65,000
Adorable one-family owned adobe 
on a huge lot in Lordsburg. House 
has metal roof, updated bathrooms, 
lots of storage and outbuildings. 
Property is entirely fenced-in.

MLS 31490 • $33,000
Stunning mountain views and 
abundant wildlife. Rural subdivision 
close to Gila National Forest. 
Underground utilities and commu-
nity water. Nearby clinic, stores, post 
office and restaurant. Adjoining lots 
for additional acreage available on 
both sides.

MLS 31484 • $48,500
Cute bungalow on a corner lot has a 
metal roof, double pane windows, 
outbuildings, wood-burning stove 
and hard wood floors.

MLS 31478 • $130,000
Western touches throughout this 
home with custom rustic barn wood 
accents, horse shoe curtain rods and 
vintage lantern exterior lights. Large 
den with wood stove. Kitchen has 
oak cabinets and breakfast bar. 
Private back porchand oversize metal 
2 car garage with work benches and 
swamp cooler. Mature landscaping 
with large pines and roses. Corner lot 
with paved driveway & extra parking.

MLS 31476 • $315,000
Contemporary look & feel on this 
recent remodel of a 2bd home on 1.5 
acres in town. Hardwood floors, 
fireplace, updated kitchen & baths, 
great outdoor living space overlook-
ing Cottonwood Creek. Oversized 2 
car garage with workshop or studio 
space in a separate room in the rear. 
Additional building that could be a 
potential guest area but needs 
finishing. City water and a well.


