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Dropping into 2018
From left, 
friends Vivian 
He, Gary Kan-
ner, Chelsea 
Shaw and Lisa 
Terrat embrace 
Sunday night 
during the 
fourth annual 
Chile Drop on 
Plaza de Las 
Cruces. The 
large, brightly 
lit chile in the 
background 
was dropped 
at the stroke 
of midnight to 
ring in the new 
year. See more 
photos from 
the celebration 
on page 16. 
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Visit our award-winning website at www.donaanacounty.org, or contact us at (575) 647-7200 
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Content brought to you by:  

Doña Ana County 
‘Your Partner in Progress’ 

     At the behest of Doña Ana 
County Commission Chairwom-
an Isabella Solis, Doña Ana 
County launched its Freshman of 
the Month program in late Au-
gust of 2017. For the first time 
since the program launched, the 
county has received no new nom-
inations. 
     Three students from the Gads-
den Independent School District 
were honored in October, No-
vember and December of 2017. 
They were Janet Mendoza of Al-
ta Vista Early College High 
School, Nathan Speelman of 
Santa Teresa High School and 
Stephanie Cano of Gadsden 
High School, respectively. 
     At the onset of the program, 
Solis sent letters to the superin-
tendents of the Las Cruces, 
Gadsden and Hatch schools superintendents 
inviting each to participate in the student-
recognition program. 
     The three superintendents were each in-
vited to identify an outstanding ninth grader 
each month for public recognition at one of 
the regular meetings of the Doña Ana Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners.  
     In addition, each student’s photo and bio-
graphical information are printed on a vinyl 
banner that is displayed in the rotunda of the 
Doña Ana County Government Center for a 
month. 
     Solis said she continues to believe it’s 
important to get young people engaged with 
government, and one way to do that is to 
show them that they matter in a public way 

in a hall of governance. 
     Each of the superintendents was invited 
to “submit the name, photo, a brief bio and 
the clubs/group affiliations of one of your 
outstanding ninth graders each month,” add-
ing that the Doña Ana County Special Pro-
jects Office has a form available to make the 
nomination process easy and fast. 
     “We’re hopeful the nominations will re-
sume shortly, and that all three school dis-
tricts will continue to recognize the value of 
this kind of program and will participate 
each month,” Solis said.  
     Teachers or administrators wishing to 
obtain nomination forms, along with nomi-
nating instructions, can do so by sending an 
email request to input@donaanacounty.org. 

     Each student recognized in the county’s 
Freshman of the Month program is featured on 
a banner that hangs from the second-floor ro-
tunda balcony, clearly visible to all visitors to 
the Doña Ana County Government Center.  

PHOTO: Joseph Vargas 

You really like us! 
    Doña Ana County’s social media presence marked a milestone this 
week when its Facebook page surpassed 3,000 followers. 
     Doña Ana County launched its social media initiative on July 1, 
2014. As of Monday, Jan. 1, 2018, the Facebook account stood at 3,008 
total page likes, while the county’s Twit-
ter followers numbered 1,040. The coun-
ty’s LinkedIn account sports 577 follow-
ers, and its Instagram account has 602 
followers. Sixty two people subscribe to 
the county’s YouTube site, where the Kit-
ty Condo Project video alone has been 
viewed 42,669 times. 
      The social media initiative aims to 
provide Doña Ana County residents with convenient tools to better com-
municate with county and elected officials, and to receive information 
on mobile devices without having to visit the county website. 
     “Having a social media presence opens a lot of doors for interacting 
with the public,” said Doña Ana County Commission Chairwoman Isa-
bella Solis. “A very large part of our population uses these platforms 
multiple times throughout the day, so having these added channels to 
engage our residents keeps them better connected to topics and issues 
that affect them and their families.” 
     LinkedIn is an employment networking tool that connects its user 
contacts with businesses and services, and it provides Doña Ana County 
with another avenue to advertise job postings and trainings.  
     Doña Ana County’s Twitter followers can stay in touch with real-
time updates on regular meetings of the Board of County Commission-
ers and other important news events happening countywide.  
     Followers of the Doña Ana County Facebook page can stay up-to-
date with all public meeting schedules, agendas, road closures and other 
important notices from all departments at the Doña Ana County Govern-
ment Center.   
     All social media content is produced by Doña Ana County’s Public 
Information Office and is coordinated through the county’s Social Me-
dia Technician, Corrie Stone-Fielder.  
     For more information, visit Doña Ana County’s Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/DonaAnaCounty.  
     Follow us on Twitter @DACinformation and find us on LinkedIn by 
searching “Doña Ana County” under the Companies tab.  

Student nominations sought 
Freshman of the Month program 
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By ROB MCCORKLE
For the Bulletin

A group of  more than 70 
volunteers from Picacho 
H ills ended the year with 
high hopes of  generat-
ing enough community 
interest to raise the funds 
needed to one day buy 
Picacho Hills Country 
Club from the Biad broth-
ers.

The Picacho Hills 
residents recently raised 
more than $50,000 to hire 
an attorney to begin 
paperwork to create a 
nonprofit organization, 
delineate the various 
membership levels and 
guide the solicitation of  
approximately $4 mil-
lion needed to purchase 
the country club, make 
improvements and pro-
vide adequate operating 
funds. The new entity will 
be known as the Picacho 
Hills Community Club.

More than three 
months have passed since 
Louis and Don Biad told 
a gathering of  more than 
250 Picacho Hills Country 
Club members and inter-
ested property owners 
that they planned to get 
out of  the country club 
business by either selling 
or shutting down the club 
that includes an 18-hole 
golf  course, clubhouse, 
restaurant, tennis courts 
and swimming pool.  The 
meeting was held to gauge 
the residents’ interest in 
buying the country club 
and its facilities, water 
rights and a private club 
liquor license.

A survey of  those in 
attendance at the Sept. 
13 meeting showed over-
whelming support for the 
idea of  having community 
property owners purchase 
the country club. A series 
of  follow-up meetings led 
to the formation of  sev-

eral committees to create 
a comprehensive database 
of  Picacho Hills property 
owners and non-resident 
country club members in 
Doña Ana County, begin 
community outreach and 
create a social media pres-
ence.

“We’ve gotten 515 
homeowners who have 
said they are interested 
in acquiring the club,” 
said retired attorney Bob 
Crowley, who is spear-
heading the effort. “We’ve 
been preaching from the 
outset that we want to 
raise money for the ac-
quisition with widespread 
community support to en-
sure long-term success.”

Crowley says volunteers 
have reached more than 
half  of  those targeted and 
are still contacting Pica-
cho Hills residents, absen-
tee property owners and 
country club members 
who live outside the com-

munity. He notes there 
are 400 vacant lots and 
950 homes in the sprawl-
ing hillside subdivision in 
west Las Cruces.

Crowley and the other 
five members of  the origi-
nal committee appointed 
by Don Biad to consider 
the purchase figure they 
need close to 700 people 
to buy into the deal to 
make private ownership 
financially feasible.  At 
that level of  participation, 
Crowley said, the price 
to help purchase the club 
would be between $5,000 
and $7,000 per household. 
With lesser buy-in from 
property owners, the 
cost could be more in the 
$9,000 range.

One major step toward 
the ultimate goal has 
been the development of  a 
comprehensive database 
by one of  the committees 
that has obtained contact 
information for about 80 

percent of  Picacho Hills 
property owners, as well 
as present or past country 
club members.  Another 
committee has been es-
tablished to contact those 
people, while still another 
committee will consist of  
volunteers who go out and 
close the deal by collect-
ing funds for the club pur-
chase. An administrative 
committee will handle ac-
counting and record keep-
ing during the acquisition 
process.

Crowley says the group 
keeps the club owners ap-
prised of  ongoing efforts 
and that the Biads have 
assured him that if  prog-
ress is being made toward 
purchasing the property, 
they will hold off  on shut-
tering club operations.

Now that the group has 
retained an attorney, she 
will begin working on set-
ting up the nonprofit or-
ganization and its by-laws, 

setting forth the govern-
ing structure and begin 
developing the various 
community club member-
ship levels. 

“Given the strong and 
rapid response we got 
on establishing a lawyer 
fund, I feel good that those 
who have said they are 
interested in buying into 
the club will write us a 
check,” Crowley said. 
“We’ve gotten good feed-
back from the community 
that they think it would be 
good to have a private club 
that we control.”

For information about 
the proposed Picacho 
Hills Community Club, 
visit  phcommunityclub.
org or contact Crowley at 
425-246-3184. 

Rob McCorkle is a free-
lance journalist in Las 
Cruces. He may be reached 
at frogman3030@gmail.
com.

Signage near 
Picacho Hills 
Country Club 
encourages 
membership. 
A group of 
more than 70 
volunteers 
is drumming 
up interest in 
purchasing the 
country club 
from its current 
owners. 

BULLETIN PHOTO 
BY ROB 
MCCORKLE

Volunteers continue efforts to buy country club
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By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

When “Preacher” 
Lewis built a new St. 
James Episcopal Church 
in 1911, the old church 
across the street was con-
verted into a parish hall.

More than a century 
later, parishioners and 
community supporters 
raised tens of  thousands 
of  dollars to renovate the 
115-year-old hall, which 
St. James Rector the Rev. 
Nick Funk said is one of  
the oldest adobe build-
ings in the area.

It cost only about $800 
to build the first church 
(now the parish hall) in 
1901. The renovations 
cost almost $140,000.

The project included 
exterior work on the west 
wall and the roof  (a 2015 
hail storm caused almost 
$50,000 in damage), in-
terior refurbishing and 
landscaping, said church 

treasurer Nyeta Haines.
Parishioners noticed 

the first structural prob-
lems in 2007, including 
cracks in the west wall, a 
church newsletter said. 
They decided in 2013 to 

refurbish the existing 
parish hall rather than 
build a new one.

Some money had al-
ready been collected for 
the project, but major 
fundraising efforts were 
begun so the church 
could pay for the work 
as it progressed, rather 
than incur long-term 
debt.

The physical renova-
tions began in January 
2014 and continued for 
two years. The parish 
hall’s grand reopening 
was celebrated in Decem-
ber.

Local expert Pat Taylor 
was hired to preserve 
and strengthen the par-

COURTESY PHOTO
A church processional at St. James Episcopal Church in 
1901 when the parish hall was still used at the church. The 
church’s original entrance and gothic windows were pre-
served in the parish hall renovation.

St. James Episcopal 
Church can likely trace 
its earliest roots to 1871, 
when an Episcopal priest, 
the Rev. F. O. Barstow, 
began working in Mesilla. 

“Credit is given to the 
Rt. Rev. William Forbes 
Adams and the Rev. 
Henry Forrester as being 
responsible for the forma-
tion of  the formal church 
in 1875,” according to 
www.stjameslascruces.
org.

Forrester converted 
part of  his home into a 
chapel in 1877, and chose 
the name St. James Mis-
sion. That property was 
sold, and a new church 
built in Mesilla Park, 
where the first service 
was held Sept. 22, 1901 
with Fr. McConnell of-
ficiating.

The Rev. Nicholas 
Hunter “Preacher” Lewis 
(May 24, 1869-Nov. 13, 
1948) took charge of  the 
church Sept. 15, 1905, 
grew the congregation 
and led the campaign 
for a new, larger church 
building. It was built of  
brick in 1911 across St. 
James Street from the old 
adobe church, which was 
then converted into the 

parish hall. 
The church was con-

secrated by Bishop Fred-
erick Bingham Howden 
April 21, 1918 and elevated 
to parish status in 1955.

The church’s patron 
saint is St. James the 
Greater (d. 44 AD), one 
of  the 12 Apostles. His 
brother was John the 
Evangelist, also an Apos-
tle. The feast day of  St. 
James is July 25. He is the 
patron of veterinarians, 
equestrians, farriers, 
tanners and pharmacists 
as well as Guatemala, 
Nicaragua and Spain and 
the Mexican cities of  San-
tiago de Queretaro and 
Sahuayo. 

St. James’ logo includes 
a scallop, because that 
was one of  St. James’ at-
tributes.

The church is located 
at 102 St. James St., on the 
east side of  south Main 
Street between Main and 
Interstate 10.

The Rev. Dr. Nicholas 
“Nick” Funk has been the 
rector of  St. James for the 
past 10 years.

For information, visit 
to www.stjameslascruces.
org.

– Mike Cook

The completely renovated interior of St. James’ parish hall contains a mural called “The Story of Our Lord,” showing six 
scenes in the life of Jesus Christ. It was painted by 13 advanced art students at Las Cruces High School, and dedicated at St. 
James in April 1956. Art teacher George Gray said the mural took 1,800 hours to complete. The murals were rehung as part 
of the renovation project.

St. James Episcopal Church parish hall in November 2017, 
with almost all renovations complete.

St. James renovations completed in time for new year
The history of St. James

SEE RENOVATION, PAGE 12
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By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

The first Las Cruces 
City Council meeting of  
2018 lasted only slightly 
longer than an hour on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2, as the 
council unanimously ap-
proved three resolutions.

The resolutions:
• Terminated a Local 

Economic Development 
Act (LEDA) agreement 
between the city and Cer-
toplast North America, 
Inc. of  Las Cruces. Certo-
plast agreed to repay the 
$150,000 in city and state 
grants it was awarded in 
May 2015, city Business 
Development Administra-
tor Mandy Guss said at 
the meeting. 

City Manager Stuart 
Ed said Certoplast was 
“unable to meet the con-
straints of  the contract” 
and voluntarily withdrew 
from it. 

• Approved $750,000 in 
hold harmless gross re-
ceipts tax funds for capital 
improvement projects.

City Economic Develop-
ment Director Phil San 
Filippo said the money 
will pay for informational 
kiosks and signage at the 
downtown Plaza de Las 
Cruces, the Amador Hotel 
and elsewhere; events and 
promotion at the plaza; 
plaza enhancement, in-
cluding temporary shade 
structures; Welcome to 
Las Cruces signage on 
an island between Inter-
state 10 and I-25; airport 
facilities improvements, 
including signage and 
landscaping; and a part-
nership with El Paso and 
Juarez to promote the 
area during the South by 
Southwest multimedia 
festival in Austin, Texas in 
March 2018.

• Clarified definitions 

in the city’s Affordable 
Housing general oversight 
ordinance. Made at the re-
quest of  the New Mexico 
Mortgage Finance Author-
ity, the change eliminates 
individual definitions of  
low income and moderate 
income and “maintains 
a broad defin ition” for 
low- and moderate-income 
households as those not 
exceeding 120 percent of  
area median income as 
determined by the U.S. 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Department, ac-
cording to city documents.

City Housing Develop-
ment Coordinator Natalie 
Green said city staff  will 
present additional defini-
tion changes to the ordi-
nance at a future council 
meeting.

During general discus-
sion at the meeting, sev-
eral councillors expressed 
concerns about a city 
Utility Board decision to 
change the time for ser-
vice shutoff  of  delinquent 
accounts by the city Utili-
ties Department.

“December billing in-
cluded customer outreach 
and notification regarding 

the upcoming changes 
about reduced time for 
service shut off  when bills 
are delinquent, which be-
come effective January 31, 
2018,” Utilities Director Dr. 
Jorge Garcia said in a Dec. 
20 memo to Ed.

“It is important to note 
that the payment due date 
of  22 days after the bill 
has been issued remains 
as before,” said city Utili-
ties Department Business 
Services Administrator 
Jose F. Provencio. “The 
shortened shut off  period 
applies after the stated due 
date on the bill, which in 
effect provides customers 
37 days to pay the utility 
bill.”

“The objective of  the 
billing and service revi-
sions is to minimize the 
level of  unpaid balances 
and get customers in 
contact with collections 
staff  to help customers 
with payment plans and 
bill payment assistance,” 
Provencio said.

“The resolution ap-
proving this change was 
also part of  a set of  other 
balancing revisions in 
the department’s billing 

and service regulations,” 
Provencio sad. It also elim-
inates the requirement for 
a Social Security number 
to activate utility service, 
eliminates a $15 shutoff  
notification fee and acti-
vates “utility service for 
customers the same day 
when unpaid balances 
have been paid,” he said.

Provencio noted that the 
Utility Department “sus-
pends gas service shut off  
during the winter months 
when the temperature 
is forecast to be below 32 
degrees F, and suspends 
water service shut off  dur-

ing the summer months 
when the temperature is 
forecast to be above 100 
degrees F.”

• Councillor Kasandra 
Gandara said the city is 
working with the NMSU 
Athletics Department 
to arrange a parade and 
celebration in honor of  
the Aggie football team 
winning the Arizona Bowl 
Dec. 29. The celebration 
will be held in mid- or late 
January, she said.

“There’s a beautiful 
year ahead of  us in Las 
Cruces,” Ed said. “What 
a great victory for New 

Mexico State for our foot-
ball team and our com-
munity,” he said about the 
Arizona Bowl win. “What 
a great moment it was for 
all of  us.”

• After a recent fatal 
accident on Del Rey Boule-
vard, Mayor Pro-Tem Gill 
Sorg asked city staff  to 
“work on completing our 
streets.” 

Sorg chaired the meet-
ing in the absence of  
Mayor Ken Miyagishima.

Mike Cook may be reached 
at mike@lascrucesbulletin.
com.

If you’re a registered nurse who has always wanted to 
know more about working at MountainView, join our 
nursing directors for a relaxing evening of free drinks and 
hors d’oeuvres. Meet other area RNs, win great prizes 
and enjoy a glass of wine on us! No RSVP required.

Contact Melanie at 575-556-7677 for more information.

RN HAPPY 
HOUR 
MIX AND MINGLE HOSTED 
BY MOUNTAINVIEW

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18
5:30 TO 8:30 P.M.
ST. CLAIR WINERY & BISTRO

MountainViewRegional.com

BULLETIN PHOTO BY MIKE COOK
Four members of the Centennial High School Orchestra, 
under the direction of Daniel Rivera, performed the Star-
Spangled Banner at the Tuesday, Jan. 2, city council meeting.

City Council approves three resolutions in 2018’s first meeting



Everyone 
also got worked 
up the Y2K bug, 
the computer 
glitch that was 
going to send 
our electronic 
world crash-
ing down upon 
us. We seldom 

think about it now, but many 
had serious concerns about 
Jan. 1, 2000, being “The Day the 
Earth Stood Still.” Never hap-
pened, but it didn’t stop a lot of  
people from saying the sky is 
falling.

A lot of  people also raised a 
fuss about the true start date 
of  the millennium, remember 
that?

“Technically, the first day 
of  the new century is Jan. 1, 
2001,” they said. “Because we 
started in Year One, not Year 
Zero.” 

Well, due to similar vagaries 
of  math and dates, even though 
the Las Cruces Bulletin’s 50th 
anniversary is not until Decem-
ber 2019, this newspaper begins 

its 50th year with this issue.
So, readers, you hold in your 

hands Volume 50, Issue 1, of  
the Las Cruces Bulletin.

As part of  that milestone, 
we plan to feature regular ar-
ticles this year reflecting and 
reminiscing on the past half  
century of  this newspaper and 
of  our community.

The first issue of  the Las 
Cruces Bulletin appeared Dec. 
4, 1969, with a blue-and-white 
banner and a photo including 
Bulletin general manager Ken 
Dahlstrom, Miss New Mexico-
Universe Theresa Phillips of  
Las Cruces, and a Christmas 
tree in the Loretto Towne Cen-
ter.

Along the bottom of  the page 
that was otherwise black-and-
white, there was more blue ink, 
proclaiming: First publication 
– A new Las Cruces newspaper 
– a new voice.

The articles on Page 1 are 
similar to what we would in-
clude in the Bulletin today.

The story about Phillips men-
tioned she was a 1969 graduate 
of  Mayfield High School, back 
when Mayfield was about the 
same age as Centennial High 
School is now. Other parts of  
the story would probably not be 
presented the same way in 2017. 
Consider this line: “The 17-year-
old beauty is the daughter of  
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Phillips 

of  Las Cruces and has two older 
brothers.” Or this one, about 
how she would look in the 
upcoming Miss USA pageant: 
“Miss Phillips’ long, golden 
brown hair will be brought back 
in a cluster of  curls away from 
her face. She is five foot, nine 
inches, with blue eyes.”

Another story reported on an 
upcoming statewide election on 
the state constitution. Another 
talked about five members of  
the local 4-H Chapter repre-
senting Doña Ana County in 
the National 4-H Congress in 
Chicago.

There was a crime brief  and 
a small item on western graz-
ing lands.

As always, Las Cruces proved 
its generous spirit, based on an 
article about Operation Bread 
Basket, as citizens donated toys 
and food for the less fortunate. 
Four hundred families ben-
efited.

And, as always, the Las Cru-
ces Chamber of  Commerce was 
around. Its board of  directors 
convened to take a stance on 
the constitutional question, en-
dorsing an affirmative vote.

The inside pages included 
photos of  the not-yet legendary 
1969-70 New Mexico State Uni-
versity men’s basketball team, 
which would go on to the Final 
Four in a few months. 

There were advertisements 

for T.G. & Y., Radio Shack, 
Levine’s, Gibson’s and other 
stores that no longer exist. 
There were ads for J.C. Penney, 
Ikards and other stores that 
remain.

There was an ad for the 
movie “Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid,” being held over 
at the Fox Rio Grande, 213 N. 
Main St.

The Bulletin began with a 
female president, not too com-
mon at that time. The President 
of  the Bulletin was listed as 
Doris M. Donnelly, Boyd. The 
Vice President was Norman E. 
Donnelly.

During this year, as we 
chronicle the events and people 
of  2018, we also want to take a 
look back. If  you’ve written for 
or worked with the Bulletin at 
any time during its previous 
49 years, let me hear from you. 
We’d love to hear your perspec-
tives. Maybe you can tell us 
about the old days, or submit 
one of  those old stories, or 
write a new one talking about 
Las Cruces history.

Please send me an email 
titled “Bulletin 50 years” to 
richard@lascrucesbulletin.
com. Or pretend it’s 1969 again 
and drop a letter in the mail to 
Richard Coltharp, 1740-A Calle 
de Mercado, Las Cruces, NM 
88005.

Let’s hear from you! 

OPINION6     I     FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 2018              LAS CRUCES BULLETIN

Bulletin enters 50th year
Newspaper plans regular reflections on past half-century

RICHARD
COLTHARP

From the Publisher

R
emember back in 

1999, when everyone 

was getting all buzzed 

about the new millennium, 

and looking forward to the 

year 2000?

We want your letters
The Las Cruces Bulletin invites readers to submit letters, preferably by email to editor@
lascrucesbulletin.com. They can be sent in by fax at 575-526-4621. Letters also can be mailed 
or dropped off at 1740 A Calle de Mercado, Las Cruces, 88005. Letters should not exceed 200 
words and must include the writer’s name, address and telephone number for verifi cation. 
Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters may be edited for length or content.
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WEATHERED CLASSIC
byMohawk

9/16” thick engineered hardwood
7” width
Elegant beauty of an oil-finished floor
without the maintenance

WAS
$7.49

$6.49NOW

JUST LIKE HOME
Tigressa® Soft Style
Eco-Friendly
20 year wear and texture retention warranty

WAS
$4.59

$3.49NOW
Sq.
Ft.

Sq.
Ft.

LC
1-
LV
45
78
7

, .

1515 W. AMADOR
523-9595

MON. - FRI. 8A.M. - 6 P.M. • SAT. 9A.M. - 5 P.M.
WWW.CASEYCARPETOFLASCRUCES.COM

W. AMADOR
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LL
EY
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.

N

Casey Carpet
(Just west of Valley Dr.
on Amador)

*Discount applies to materials only on select items; cushion, labor, and installation charges are additional. Prior orders exempt. See store for details on all offers and
warranties. Offer expires 2/11/2018. Participating stores only. Prices shown are for materials only; cushion, labor and installation charges are additional. Not all merchandise
is available in all stores. Photos are representational only. Actual merchandise may not exactly match photos shown. Although we make every effort to ensure that our
advertising is accurate, we cannot be held liable for typographical errors or misprints. **Financing provided by Synchrony Bank. See store for details. Subject to credit
approval. FAME-41700. 11/17

“Come discuss your project with us today and
enjoy an unmatched level of service you won’t
find anywhere else.”

Doug Daumueller
Flooring Expert
Casey Carpet of Las Cruces, Inc.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Is welcoming the 
fix? 

To the editor:
The recent city council 

decision to recognize Las 
Cruces as a welcoming 
city is to make illegals 
feel safe. As it relates to 
Dreamers, this decision 
is like placing a Band 
Aid on a chronic injury. 
This injury won’t go 
away without fixing the 
problem. The problem is 
that children, through 
no fault or knowledge 
of  their own, have been 
brought or sent to this 
country illegally. So, the 
children are not guilty 
of  violating U.S. law. But 
the parents or guard-
ians of  the children are 
guilty. I would expect a 
parent to do whatever is 
necessary to ensure their 
child’s safety. But in any 
country, breaking the 
law has consequences. 

There are two camps 
on either side of  this 
issue. One side wants 
complete amnesty with 
no accountability; the 
other side wants the law 
to be upheld.

I suggest a compro-
mise – that the illegals 
come out of  the shadows 
and the fear that sur-
rounds it by registering 
for status. By register-
ing, citizenship can 
be obtained through a 
process which includes 
an investigation. If  the 
person is self-sufficient 
and not a burden on the 
U.S. in any way, includ-
ing entitlements and/
or criminal conviction, 
the process continues to 
the penalty stage. The 
penalty should not be 
overly burdensome, but a 
token amount, and paid 
to the U.S. Treasury. The 
government could write 
loans with modest inter-

est rates when necessary. 
By all statistics, the 

U.S. accepts more im-
migrants than most, if  
not all, other countries, 
to the tune of  about a 
million per year. So, I 
would say that we are a 
welcoming country, but 
we are also a country of  
laws.  This compromise, 
or something similar, 
could satisfy both sides. 
Any other ideas?

Dave Gallus    
Las Cruces

Look closer 
at Clinton

To the editor:
Google search “sui-

cides” and mysterious 
deaths surrounding 
the Clinton regime and 
tally the number. The 
latest addition to the 
body count – a surgeon 
discovered dead by his 
daughter with a knife in 
his chest – is Dr. Dean 
Lorich, who publicly 
exposed corruption by 
the Clinton Foundation 
in connection to funds 
donated for victims of  
the horrific Haiti earth-
quake.

Questions remain 
unanswered regarding 
the Fusion GPS dossier, 
Uranium One, election 
fraud, Benghazi, ham-
mered Blackberries, 
lucrative donations 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BULLETIN 
SUBSCRIPTION 
PRICE INCREASE
Effective Jan. 1, the cost of a 
home-delivery subscription 
of the Las Cruces Bulletin 
increased from $54 per 
year to $58 per year. The 
rate of $125 for out-of-town 
subscriptions will remain the 
same. To subscribe, call Te-
resa Tolonen, 575-680-1841. 

SEE LETTERS, PAGE 8



by foreign factions and 
Wall Street bankers, fre-
quent flier miles aboard 
the Lolita Express, the 
tarmac rendezvous with 
Loretta Lynch, Hillary’s 
health, and of  course, 
Bill’s sexual impropriety. 
And the list goes on. Yet 
one thing remains clear: 
a double standard of  jus-
tice exists in the United 
States of  America.

Case in point: James 
Comey’s attempted sub-
terfuge with the email 
server scandal by play-
ing the “no intent” card. 
But when an investiga-
tion deals with national 
security, the issue of  
intent, or lack thereof, 
is simply not applicable. 
Comey’s initial findings 
(drafted before his inves-
tigation concluded) de-
scribed the misdeeds of  
the former Secretary of  
State as “grossly negli-
gent.” Peter Strzok later 
edited said text to read 
“extremely careless.” 
It’s difficult to distin-
guish between these two 
phrases until a pundit 
versed in legal jargon 
clarifies that one implies 
jail time while the other 
does not. 

As rumors of  sealed 
indictments circulate, 
perhaps the dawn of  a 
new year will bring a 

more equitable distribu-
tion of  American justice 
regardless of  name, 
wealth, power or pres-
tige.

Carol Hunter
Las Cruces

Accusations 
not true

To the editor: 
In numerous stories 

picked up by various 
media outlets, the news 
that I have been accused 
of  sexual harassment 
has been made public.  

I, for the record, cat-
egorically deny any and 
all allegations of  harass-
ment.  

Did I engage in ill-
advised but legal and 
consensual text messag-
ing with an adult female? 
Yes. Did I in any way 
physically touch, pres-
sure or attempt to ex-
ploit this individual? No. 
Do I fully understand 
the current climate and 
national movement on 
this important subject? 
Of  course, I do. And that 
is precisely why another 
side of  the story must be 
heard.  

The accusations aimed 
at me are many years 
old and are not fueled 
by sexual harassment, 
abuse, or any physical 
contact or intimidation. 
They are fueled by the 
greed of  one man in Jal 

who vowed to “run me 
out of  town and ruin my 
life.” His objection to me 
was the city reporting 
a disposal well that was 
out of  compliance and 
threatening the future 
drinking water of  the 
citizens of  Jal. The Oil 
Conservation Division 
ordered remedial action. 
In my female accuser, he 
found a willing, greedy 
accomplice.

I did nothing wrong 
and did not sexually 
touch or harass anyone. 
I stand by all women 
and men who have been 
sexually harassed. This 
is not about that. This is 
about an individual who 
wants money and desires 
to exploit me in the pro-
cess. We have replaced 
the concept of  getting 
to the truth and facts 
with the idea of  people 
exploiting a situation for 
profit. 

For the mistake I made 
in communicating with 
my accuser, I have apolo-
gized to my wife, my 
family, my friends and to 
God. I have worked ex-
tremely hard in the past 
40 years to earn a stellar 
reputation as an ethical, 
honest and hard-working 
individual. I have spent 
most of  my adult career 
serving the public and 
in that time, I have held 
jobs as President/CEO 
of  New Mexico Oil & 
Gas Association, Special 
Executive Adviser to the 
U.S. Secretary of  Energy, 
City Manager in Hobbs, 
Jal and Sunland Park, 
County Manager of  Ci-
bola County.  

I’ve dedicated the best 
years of  my career to 
serving New Mexico 
State University for six 
years as a regent, three 
of  those as Chairman, 
advocate, fan and sup-
porter. I have strived to 
do my best to help these 

communities and New 
Mexico.

In today’s rush to judg-
ment, my professional 
life and reputation have 
been forever besmirched. 
I am confident that the 
facts will be revealed. 
But the label never 
comes off. I will move 
onto the next chapter of  
my life with head held 
high and as a better per-
son.

Bob Gallagher
City manager of  Jal

Unemployment 
rate irrelevant

To the editor:
In his letter (Las Cru-

ces Bulletin, Dec. 15, 
2017), Bob Libby says 
“… the unemployment 
rate in Las Cruces was 
6.2 percent in October 
2017… just slightly 
higher than the New 
Mexico rate of  6.1 per-
cent.” He then goes on 
to say, “So perhaps the 
minimum wage law is 
not too adversely affect-
ing the business climate 
here.”

If  his idea is that a 
6.2 percent unemploy-
ment rate indicates that 
the minimum wage law 
is not “too adversely” 
affecting the business 
climate in Las Cruces, 
he should give more data 
or rethink his idea.  The 
main argument against 
the minimum wage law 
was that it would nega-
tively impact those who 
were earning less than 
the proposed new mini-
mum wage: those people 
would have their hours 
reduced, or would lose 
their jobs altogether, 
or fewer new workers 
would be hired, as em-
ployers tried to minimize 
the cost of  the new, 
higher wage.

On its own, the overall 
unemployment rate in 
Las Cruces means noth-

ing when it comes to de-
termining the impact of  
the minimum wage law. 
Maybe low-income work-
ers lost jobs as a result 
of  the new minimum 
wage, while the number 
of  higher income work-
ers increased.

 Larry Ytuarte
Las Cruces

Why be 
weaponized? 

To the editor: 
I like to read the news-

paper Sunday morning, 
the comics are skimpy, 
but I usually agree with 
the editorial page. Oc-
casionally , I leaf  through 
the advertising supple-
ments looking for a bar-
gain, but when I did, the 
sun went down on my 
Sunday. 

One of  the sales was 
for an assault weapon, 
one that held 30 bullets 
and it was only $349.99 
– a “Hot Deal” – and it 
came with a $50 gift card. 
With the gift card, you 
could buy more bullets, 
or you could buy an 
extra two or three 30-bul-
let capacity magazines in 
case you wanted to shoot 
more than 30 bullets. 
You can change maga-
zines in the gun in less 
than 30 seconds, so you 
can shoot bullets all day 
without stopping if  you 
have enough magazines. 
Bullets are also called 
rounds, rounds sound 
sweet and gentle like our 
mom, or a basketball or 
a baseball, or our lover. 
Bullets sound harsh and 
deadly, not good for a 
sales pitch. 

While you’re walking 
around with your cart 
full of  sneakers and 
maybe some golf  balls in 
a sports store that sells 
hunting equipment, you 
might pass the gun coun-
ter where a salesman 
might say, “We have a 

great sale on guns today, 
for only $400, you can get 
a gun just like the ones 
used in Las Vegas and 
Texas. We also have a 
sale on ‘rounds.’”

I understand guns. I 
went hunting with my 
dad. I learned to target 
shoot in the Scouts and 
I had a “Marksman” 
qualification in the Ma-
rine Corps. 

The assault rifle in the 
store and in the ad said it 
was made by a weapons 
company. In the diction-
ary, a weapon is defined 
as “anything used 
against an opponent, 
adversary or victim.” A 
weapon is not used for 
target shooting. 

It is not used for hunt-
ing. It is used to shoot 
people we see as adver-
saries or victims: you, 
me, and kids.

You could take this 
“Hot Deal” and the $50 
coupon and get every-
thing you need to kill a 
lot of  people, you, me, 
our kids and my grand-
kids. Can you imagine 
what this gun could do to 
a school bus? 

We buy anti-theft in-
surance for our house to 
protect us, we wear seat 
belts to protect us and 
we take pills to protect 
us and cure us. How do 
you protect yourself  
from a madman with a 
“Hot Deal?” You make 
sure “Hot Deals” are 
not available in stores, 
you try to keep them out 
of  our country, you do 
whatever you can to get 
them out of  our lives.

It’s hard to believe we 
put up with this when 
we are so careful about 
everything else. 

Why are we collec-
tively so stupid? Why 
would anyone want to be 
weaponized? It’s crazy!

William Grigaliunas
Las Cruces
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RAISING READERSTOGETHER!

Invest in a Child’s Future
Children’s Reading Alliance promotes

“Read with a child every day”

Did you know?
At least 65% of 3-4 year old

children do not have access to

preschool education before

entering kindergarten.

Children’s Reading Alliance (CRA)
provides:

• First Teacher/Primer Maestro

Program

• Summer Book Buddies

• Reading Buddies Program

To LEARN more or to DONATE visit www.childrensreadingalliance.org
3880 Foothills Road, Suite A, Las Cruces, NM 88011 We are a 501(c)3 charitable organization

575-522-3713 LC1-LV44320

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Three Las Crucens and 
two local organizations 
will be honored during 
the Doña Ana County 
Historical Society’s 
(DACHS) annual banquet 
on Saturday, Jan. 27, at 
Double Eagle Restaurant 
on the historic Mesilla 
Plaza.

Honorees are:
• Hall of  Fame award: 

Dr. Deb Dennis, execu-
tive director of  Human 
Systems Research of  Las 
Cruces. The award rec-
ognizes “an individual 
who is known for their 
exceptional contribution 
to the preservation of  the 
history and culture of  the 
Mesilla Valley,” accord-
ing to DACHS.

• Heritage award: Las 
Cruces Veterans Memo-
rial Wall committee chair 

and former city council-
lor Dolores Archuleta. 
The award is given to 
someone “whose actions 
or deeds have contrib-
uted to the historical or 
cultural heritage” of  the 
county and is not a pro-
fessional historian.

• Old Timer’s award: 
Doña Ana Bend Colony, 
founded in the 1840s by 33 

settlers, became the first 
Mexican settlement in the 
Mesilla Valley. The award 
“identifies a cherished 
object, a natural phenom-
enon or a cultural tradi-
tion prominent in the 
heritage of  the Mesilla 
Valley deserving of  pub-
lic attention and recogni-
tion as an important part 
of  the physical character 

of  this region.”
• Pasajero Del Camino 

Real award: Jim Eckles, 
retired from the White 
Sands Missile Range 
public affairs office 
(1977-2007), historian and 
author (“Pocketful Of  
Rockets: History And Sto-
ries Behind White Sands 

Missile Range,” “Trin-
ity: The History Of  An 
Atomic Bomb National 
Historic Landmark,” 
“Deming, New Mexico’s 
Camp Cody: A World War 
One Training Camp” and 
coming out in 2018, “Into 
the Great White Sands,” 
to which Eckles was a 
contributor). The award 
is given to the author(s) 
of  a “significant histori-
cal publication about … 
Doña Ana County or the 
nearby area.” 

• Noteworthy Reno-
vation for the Armijo 
House: Greater Las 
Cruces Chamber of  Com-
merce, which moved into 
the fully renovated his-
torical home in Novem-
ber 2017.

Installation of  DACHS 
board members and the 
awards will follow the 

lunch, which begins at 
11:30 a.m.

Banquet tickets are 
$26.50 each and can be 
purchased in advance or 
at the door.

DACHS “was founded 
in 1963 to encourage 
and foster a better 
understanding of  the 
county’s far-reaching 
history for future gen-
erations,” according to 
DACHS. “Emphasizing 
research, education and 
preservation, the society 
encourages a greater ap-
preciation of  New Mexico 
history, especially that of  
Doña Ana County.”

For banquet tickets and 
additional information, 
contact Susan Krueger 
at 575-525-0654 or sk-
rueger575@msn.com or 
visit www.donaanacoun-
tyhistsoc.org. 

Dolores Archuleta

Three locals honored by historical society

Deb Dennis Jim Eckles

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

...at your fi ngertips 
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ONLINE!
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BULLETIN REPORT

Eight robotics teams 
in southern New Mexico 
advanced to compete at 
the FIRST LEGO® League 
(FLL) Hydro Dynam-
ics New Mexico Region 
Championship, to be held 
Feb. 10 at Menaul School 
Albuquerque, following a 
qualifier event held Nov. 18, 
2017 at Oñate High School 
in Las Cruces. 

With the help of  90 vol-
unteers, 194 students from 
25 elementary and middle 
school teams competed in 
the robot games – 21 teams 
from Las Cruces, three 
from Mesquite and one 
from Hobbs. 

The eight teams advanc-
ing are the Robotic Waves 
(Hillrise Elementary), The 
Evaporators (Stone El-
ementary, Hobbs), Dubstep 
Scorpions (Picacho Middle 
School), Columbia Astro-
bots 2 (Columbia Elemen-
tary), Acton Eagles (Acton 
Academy Las Cruces), 
Zia Bots with Thoughts 
(Zia Middle School), Fal-
con Pride (Sierra Middle 
School), and the Sharks 
(Mesquite Elementary). 

The goal of  the competi-
tion, according to a news 

release, is for students to 
have fun, learn leadership 
skills and how to function 
as a team, and expand 
knowledge of  robotics. 

The teams are judged 

by LEGO League’s core 
values, which include 
“coopertition,” a combina-
tion of  cooperation and 
competition, and “gracious 
professionalism,” which 

means they encourage and 
support each other and 
their fellow teams, accord-
ing to the release. The FLL 
Core Values are the corner-
stones of  the FLL program.

“It’s very exciting to be 
able to introduce hands-on 
STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and 
Mathematics) to so many 
children at one time,” said 
Tournament Co-Director 
Deanna Rankin. “No mat-
ter what these students 
decide to do in their lives, 
the problem-solving skills 
they learn in FIRST compe-
titions will stay with them 
their entire lives.”

During the qualifier 
event’s Robot Games, 
teams competed in three 
2.5-minute matches 
and their highest score 
counted. Two teams at a 
time ran their robots at ad-
jacent tables while judges 
and spectators watched. 

In addition to the robot-
ics competition, the teams 
had to identify and propose 
solutions on a specific 
topic. This year’s theme, 

Hydro Dynamics, required 
that the students identify a 
problem within the human 
water cycle and then pres-
ent an innovative solution 
for solving the problem. 

State Rep. Bill McCam-
ley spoke at the closing 
ceremonies and encour-
aged the students and their 
families to pursue their 
education in STEM fields. 

“When kids get excited 
about science and math, 
they are more likely to 
stick with STEM fields and 
become our next engineers 
and scientists,” said Mc-
Camley. “This is exactly 
the kind of  event we should 
be promoting and funding 
more of.” 

Most funding for these 
programs comes from 
NASA WSTF, Boeing and 
FIRST, the press release 
said. The Southern New 
Mexico STEM Alliance, 
a 501c3 nonprofit, was 
formed in 2017 to finan-
cially manage the FIRST 
Robotics programs cur-
rently operating in the Las 
Cruces area. 

LC
3-
LV
45

77
8

2310 N. Temple • 526-2880 • www.SpringCrestNM.com

Since
1976®

We’ve Got your Windows Covered!

Visit our Showroom to see complete
selec�on of CustomWindow coverings,

Shu�ers and Bedding

FLL AWARD WINNERS
• Robot Performance Award: Evaporators team from Hobbs, 90 
points
• Robot Design: First place, Deep Sea Mermaids; second place, 
Sharks, both from Mesquite Elementary
• Champion’s Award: Robotic Waves, Hillrise Elementary
• Core Values: First place, Falcon Alliance, Sierra Middle School; 
second place, Evaporators, Hobbs
• Global Innovation Award, presented by XPRISE: Hillrise Hydro 
Bots, Hillrise Elementary School; alternate, Columbia Astrobots 2. 
• Judges’ Awards: GirlPWR, Vista Middle School (a first-year 
team), won the Rising Star Award; Hillrise Hydro Bots, Hillrise 
Elementary, won the “Coopertition Award.” 
• Project Awards: First place, Columbia Astrobots 2, Columbia 
Elementary; second place, Zia Bots, Zia Middle School
• Volunteer of the Year Award: Organizer Deanna Rankin

ABOUT FIRST 
ROBOTICS
FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology) conducts the 
largest robotics competition in 
the world. FIRST LEGO League 
teams are made up of two to 10 
students with two or more adult 
coaches. The teams research 
a real-world problem and are 
challenged to develop a solu-
tion. They also must design, 
build and program a robot using 
LEGO EV3 MINDSTORMS®, and 
then compete on a table-top 
playing field. 
The 2017-18 theme is Hydro 
Dynamics, and students identify 
a problem within the human 
water cycle and present a solu-
tion. 
The competition is made up 
of four parts: three judged ele-
ments and the robot game. The 
table-top game field has 18 mis-
sions created from LEGO pieces 
that range from filling a cup of 
water to flushing a toilet. 
Students are judged on:
• Core Values (how well a team 
works together) 
• Robot Design (design concept, 
how well the robot is designed 
and programmed)
• Project (Hydro Dynamics)

Eight robotics teams advance to LEGO competition

Vista Middle School GirlPWR members Maya Ramos and Nia 
Jurado. The team nabbed the judges’ Rising Star Award. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SANDY MONTOYA, SENIOR PUBLICATIONS EDITOR, ARMY RESEARCH LABORATORY, 
WHITE SANDS MISSILE RANGE

Judah Sundheimer from Robotic Waves at Hillrise Elementary adjusts his robot. Robotic 
Waves is one of eight teams moving on to the state competition in February. 
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RHSNM.ernesthealth.com
4441 East Lohman Ave. • Las Cruces, NM • ph: 575.521.6400

ACHSNM.ernesthealth.com
4451 East Lohman Ave. • Las Cruces, NM • ph: 575.521.6600

2 Unique Hospitals. 2 Distinct Specialties.
1 Convenient Location.

LC2-LV42969

Visit
us on

At our state-of-the-art facility, we treat and care for patients who have
suffered functional deficits from traumatic events such as brain injuries, stroke,
amputations or any other debilitating illness or injury, and are certified with
The Joint Commission in both Stroke and Brain Injury rehabilitation.

For the eleventh consecutive year, Rehabilitation
Hospital of Southern NewMexico has been
ranked in the Top 10% (11 years) of inpatient

rehabilitation facilities nationwide.
At our state-of-the-art long-term acute hospital, we provide care for patients
who require additional time to heal from a catastrophic injury or illness.We
treat patients requiring intensive care, ventilator/pulmonary care, medically

complex care, modified rehabilitation, wound care and more, and have received
The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval for care provided.

BULLETIN PHOTO BY MIKE COOK
Cowboy Bob burned on New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31, 2017, to wel-
come the new year and take with him what revelers wanted to 
leave behind at year’s end.

Cowboy Bob

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB DIVEN
Las Cruces artist Bob Diven, left, created “Cowboy Bob” to 
burn in celebration of the end of 2017 and the beginning of 
2018. Assisting him was visiting artist Aaron Morgan Brown. 
Diven has created a wide range of symbolic creatures to burn 
on New Year’s Eve every year for the past 10 years. He and 
about 30 friends gather on the East Mesa for the celebration.

Casa de Peregri-
nos, a food bank 
on the Community 
of Hope campus, 
999 W. Amador 
Ave., was host to 
the Greater Las 
Cruces Chamber 
of Commerce 
Business After 
Hours event, 
Thursday, Dec. 
28, 2017. Pictured, 
Henry Young from 
Gospel Rescue 
Mission and Le-
ticia Garcia from 
Casa de Peregri-
nos chat during 
the event. 

PHOTO BY STEVE 
MACINTYRE

Business After Hours
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ish hall’s adobe walls 
and gothic architecture, 
including the original 
ogival (arched) doorways 
and west-side windows, 
which still have their 
original wooden frames. 

During the exterior 
work, it was discovered 
that the parish hall’s 
west wall was not pinned 
to the roof, but held in 
place by stucco. That was 
remedied with the addi-
tion of  shoring timbers.

Before work began on 
the interior, “it was a 
pastiche of  junk,” said 
parishioner Johanna 
Binneweg, including 
lumpy walls with mis-
matched plaster applied 
over the years, exposed 
electrical outlets, cheap 
paneling, plywood 
coverings, 25-year-old 
linoleum and 60-year-old 

light fixtures.
Binneweg was joined 

on the interior design 
committee by Betty 
Champion, Margo Lamb, 
Dianne Veitch and 
Cheryl Wilson. She cred-
its Wilson for “so many 
wonderful ideas” for fun-
draising and design. 

“She had the vision,” 
Binneweg said. 

The committee raised 
more than $31,000, which, 
along with “a lot of  sweat 
equity,” Binneweg said, 
got the interior walls re-
plastered and painted, 
the floors stripped to 
their original wood and 

redone, a 60-year-old 
mural rehung and new 
LED lights installed.

The parish hall kitchen 
and bathrooms were also 
refurbished. 

“We could not have 
accomplished this with-
out the grace of  God, 
and the hard work of  so 

many people from St. 
James and the surround-
ing community,” Funk 
said. “The building has 
been a place of  worship, 
learning, and fun for 
over 115 years, and we 
are delighted to have this 
building back in full op-
eration. We look forward 

to using it as a hub for 
spreading the Gospel of  
Jesus Christ for many 
years to come.”

 “It was all done in a 
very classy way,” said pa-
rishioner Godfrey Crane, 
chair of  the church’s 
Building and Grounds 
Committee, which also 
included Cheryl Wilson, 
Carol Baker, Art Foun-
tain, John Fountain, 
Laura Funk, Edward 
Haines, Larry Pickett, 
Rick Marshall, Jennifer 
Terrazas and Charles 
Nike.

Adding stained glass 
will be one of  the final 
renovations. 

The renovation was 
all done in love and har-
mony, said Haines. 

“It had the effect of  
drawing the congrega-
tion together,” she said.  

Mike Cook may be 
reached at mike@lascru-
cesbulletin.com.

(575) 522-3636
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SKIN CARE PRODUCTS

� LAS CRUCES (LOHMAN), NM
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2525 S Telshor Blvd
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Las Cruces, NM 88011
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BOOK AN
APPOINTMENT

COSMETIC • SURGICAL •MEDICAL •ALLAGES

LaserTreatments • ChemicalPeels
MedicalTattoo •Microneedling • Facials
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4351 E Lohman Ave
Ste 208

Las Cruces, NM 88011

(575) 521-1177

An exterior wall 
of St. James in 
February 2016, 
while renova-
tions were 
ongoing.

RENOVATIONS
CONTINUED FROM 4
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By JO GALVAN
Las Cruces Public Schools

When the U.S. De-
partment of  Education 
implemented Every 
Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) to replace No 
Child Left Behind in 
2015, changes were made 
to the l abels that are 
given to schools across 
the country based on 
academic performance. 
The labels, however, 
don’t give a complete 
picture of  how schools 
are making progress, 
said Dr. Greg Ewing, su-
perintendent of  the Las 
Cruces Public Schools.

All states must comply 
with the new federal law. 
The New Mexico Pub-
lic Education Depart-
ment (PED) identified 
three types of  schools: 
Comprehensive Sup-
port and Improvement 
(CSI), Targeted Support 
and Improvement (TSI), 
and chronically failing 
schools that have been 
identified for what is 
termed “More Rigorous 
Interventions” (MRI). 
There are different re-
quirements depending 
on the label a school 
receives, district officials 
said. 

In Las Cruces Public 
Schools (LCPS), one high 
school — Rio Grande 
Preparatory Institute, 
one of  the district’s al-
ternative high school 
— has been placed in the 
CSI category. This label, 
according to ESSA, is a 
school that has a four-
year graduation rate less 
than 67 percent for two 
of  the past three years. 

There are four local 

schools that were given 
the TSI ranking: Me-
silla Valley Leadership 
Academy, an alterna-
tive middle school, and 
MacArthur, Sunrise and 
Valley View elementary 
schools. This group 
has been identified as 
having at least one low-
performing subgroup of  
students, with the sub-
group scoring low over a 
three-year-average. 

“These labels are 
not showing the whole 
picture of  the how well 
students are doing over-
all,” Ewing said.  “The 
New Mexico Public 
Education Department 
distributes the ranking, 
and is then quoted as 
saying the ‘kids should 
not be trapped in failing 
schools.’ Our kids aren’t 
trapped; they are sup-
ported and nurtured by 
exceptional teachers and 
are continuing to make 
progress, day-in and day-
out.”

At Rio Grande Prepa-
ratory Institute (RGPI), 
the graduation rate used 
to hover around 22 to 
24 percent (2011-2013). 
After restructuring, that 
number jumped to a 59 
percent graduation rate 
in 2016, according to Dr. 
Wendi Miller-Tomlinson, 
LCPS assistant superin-
tendent for teaching and 
learning. 

“The number of  stu-
dents we see cross the 
stage at graduation has 
increased dramatically,” 
said Miller-Tomlinson. 
“Without RGPI, many 
of  those students would 
have never completed 
high school. That is what 

we call success. Because 
of  the current system, al-
ternative schools simply 
don’t get full credit for 
how well they are doing 
and what the graduation 
rate truly represents.” 

According to RGPI 
Principal Kathie Davis, 
in 2013, RGPI had 33 
graduates. Those num-
bers grew over the next 
several years: 66 in 2014; 
121 in 2015; 162 in 2016; 
and 176 in 2017. She an-
ticipates the number of  
graduates next May to 
be 200.

“Graduation rates are 
calculated on a four-year 
plan — not everyone’s 
life fits into this neat life-
plan,” Davis said. “We 
are hoping that the state 
will eventually recog-
nize the contributions 
we make to the diverse 
community members we 
serve. We believe a high 
school diploma opens 
many doors that not 
only benefit our students 
but our community. We 
look beyond the tradi-
tional standardized test-
ing and work with the 
state’s New Workforce 
Solutions Department to 
implement and evaluate 
how well our students 
are doing in real-world 
skills.” 

Test scores from the 
PARCC (Partnership for 
Assessment of  Readiness 
for College and Careers) 
assessment at Mesilla 
Valley Leadership 
Academy (MVLA), the 
district’s only alterna-
tive middle school, is the 
basis for low-performing 
label of  TSI, officials 
said. 

“It’s ironic that 
schools receive a hurtful 
label of  ‘Targeted Sup-
port and Improvement’ 
which is exactly what 
the students receive 
every day, all day,” 
Ewing said. 

“In the case of  MVLA, 
after restructuring two 
years ago, there have 
been positive changes 
and increases in math 
and English Language 
Arts. MVLA is another 
success story of  how 
teaching and learning is 
designed to meet the spe-
cific needs of  students 
who have chosen to be in 
an alternative learning 
setting.”

Dr. Toni Hull, MLVA’s 
principal, said the non-
traditional school fo-
cuses on project-based 
learning and leadership 

skills. Hull said they 
teach skills in a holistic 
manner in classes with 
mixed grade levels, fol-
lowed by performance 
assessments.

“This manner of  
teaching and learning 
through experiences is 
not a linear progression, 
which is what the stan-
dardized assessments 
measure,” Hull said. 
“We’ve seen our students 
grow academically, and 
in their leadership skills, 
and most importantly, 
students are excited to 
attend school. It’s all 
about cultivating kids’ 
desire to learn and show-
ing them that they can 
achieve any goals they 
set for themselves.”

Ewing said the three 
elementary schools that 
received the TSI label 

have multiple interven-
tions to assist with stu-
dents’ performance. 

Title I federal funding 
is utilized by each of  the 
schools to support math 
and language instruc-
tion, plus additional 
funding and programs 
are available to assist 
students whose primary 
language is not English.  
Professional develop-
ment for teachers con-
tinues throughout the 
school year and teachers 
and support staff  contin-
uously review students’ 
strengths and weak-
nesses, Ewing said.

Jo Galván is Chief  Com-
munications Officer 
at Las Cruces Public 
Schools. She may be 
reached at jgalvan@lcps.
net or 575-527-5811.

Call today 575-521-1889
2930 Hillrise Drive, Ste 2 Las Cruces, NM 88011

• In-office procedures and minimally
invasive surgical options including
single incision laparoscopy

• Accepting new patients
Monday-Friday

• Independent private practice

Comprehensive Gynecologic
Care for Women of All Ages
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Dr. Rebecca Coalson,
MD, FACOG
Gynecology

Board Certified

Superintendent: ESSA labels don’t give full picture

Visit us at  www.lascrucesbulletin.com
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By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Members of  the City 
of  Las Cruces’ first ever 
Neighborhood Leader-
ship Academy attended 
15 weeks of  classes, vis-
ited nine city facilities 
and learned the opera-
tions of  every city depart-
ment.

“I’ve lived here 40 years 
and I knew a lot, frankly,” 
said Dr. Deb Dennis, a 
member of  the inaugural 
class. “I still learned so 
much. There’s so much 
there. It’s something 
people should do. It’s 
enlightening and a real 
education.”

Thirty-five people were 
selected by application 
for the fall 2017 academy. 
They started classes in 
September and attended 
13 classes from Sept. 6 
through Dec. 6, followed 
by a recognition at the 
Dec. 4 city council meet-
ing and a Dec. 13 gradua-
tion that included Mayor 
Ken Miyagishima, City 
Councillors Greg Smith, 
Kasandra Gandara and 
Yvonne Flores and City 
Manager Stuart Ed.

“We’re going to look to 
you all as ambassadors,” 
Miyagishima said.

City Council and Con-
stituent Services Coor-

dinator Jamey Rickman 
administered and man-
aged the academy.

“The 15 weeks in the 
leadership academy 
taught us about various 
departments responsible 
for the infrastructure, 
economic development 
and operation of  our 
city,” said member Lynda 
Garcia. “One of  the 
most interesting things I 
learned was how traffic 
signals work. It seems 
simple to us, behind the 
wheel. But, the traffic 
management of  the city 
analyzes traffic flow to 
calculate how the traf-
fic should run. Also, our 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment has much more 
to offer than I ever knew

“I’d recommend the 
Leadership Academy 
to other people who are 
curious to take a look 
behind the scenes of  
our city operations and 
want to become a more 
involved resident. I know 
that I’d like to be a more 
involved citizen after this 
academy,” said Garcia, 
who is communica-
tions coordinator for the 
United Way of  Southwest 
New Mexico.

“My experience with 
the NLA was extremely 
positive,” said Las Cruces 
Attorney Joy Goldbaum, 

who was elected munici-
pal judge II in November. 
“I learned so much about 
the city and came away 
with a huge appreciation 
for the knowledge, dedi-
cation and professional-
ism of  city employees. ... 
One of  its best features 
is that it gives residents 
opportunities to work 
with city committees and 
departments in an ongo-
ing and meaningful way. 
It’s truly democracy in 
action! ... I met a number 
of  city volunteers who 
impressed me as much 
as the city employees,” 
Goldbaum said.

In addition to Dennis, 

Garcia and Goldbaum, 
the Leadership Academy 
inaugural class included 
Kari Bachman, Aiaim 
Daiz, Trina Dunbar, 
Ancelmo Encinias, Ron 
Fitzherbert, Judy Holmes 
Gannon, Barbara Gerace, 
Larry Gioannini, Veron-
ica Grijalva-Palmisano, 
Luis Guerrero, Pattie 
Hartman, Lucas Hern-
don, Elain McKinney, 
Jim McKinney, Yvonne 
Medina, Fred Miller, 
Kevin Moose, George 
Pearson, Jorge Rios, 
Salena Rowan, Melissa 
Sambrano, Ali Scotten, 
Stanley Smith, Ed Tysitee 
and Lea Wise-Sturguy.

The academy will be 
held twice each year 
going forward, Ed said, 
and city staff  are also 
hoping to create an ad-
vanced class and a youth 
class.

Creating the academy 
fulfills a 2017 priority 
of  the city’s five-year 
strategic plan to provide 
greater engagement 
between the community 
and city government.

Applications for the 
spring 2018 academy 
will be available starting 
Thursday, Jan. 4 and will 
close on Thursday, Jan. 
25, Rickman said. 

Applications will be 
accessible on the City’s 
website, or in paper form 
at City Hall, 700 N. Main 
St. at the main reception 
desk or in the city man-
ager’s office, she said. 
Rickman can also email 
applications. 

Classes will begin 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, she 
said.

For more information, 
contact Rickman at 575-
541-2192 or jrickman@
las-cruces.org.

Mike Cook may be reached 
at mike@lascrucesbulle-
tin.com. LC
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BULLETIN PHOTOS BY MIKE COOK
The inaugural class of the city’s Neighborhood Leadership Academy is recognized by the Las Cruces City Council at its Dec. 4 
meeting.

As Mayor Ken Miyagishima looks on, City Manager Stuart 
Ed addresses members of the inaugural class of the city’s 
Neighborhood Leadership Academy at their Dec. 13 gradua-
tion at the city Museum of Nature and Science. 

First leadership academy completes 15-week course
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By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin 

The City of  Las Cruces 
wants to recruit about 20 
volunteers for a new tree 
stewards program.

Training will begin 
Thursday, Feb. 8 and 
continue for seven 
weeks, said Craig Fen-
ske, who is working with 
Community Forester 
Jimmy Zabriskie on the 
program.

“Volunteers who 
complete the program 
are asked to commit 
40 hours of  volunteer 
service planting trees in 
public spaces, educat-
ing the public about the 
benefits of  trees and 
assisting in the main-
tenance of  trees on city 
property,” said Fenske, 
who is a member of  the 
Doña Ana Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
board.

Volunteers will be 
provided with 28 hours 
of  training, which will 
be held 8 a.m.-noon each 
Thursday from Feb. 8 to 
March 22 at the Frank 
O’Brien Papen Commu-
nity Center Auditorium, 
304 Bell Ave.

Here is the tree stew-
ard training schedule:

• Feb. 8: Welcome from 
Zabriskie and acting city 
Parks Administrator 
Franco Granillo, regis-
tration and presentation 

“Safely Working with 
Trees” by retired Texas 
Forest Service Urban 
Forester Oscar Mestas, 
a certified arborist mu-
nicipal specialist and 
tree risk assessment pro-
fessional;

• Feb. 15: “Trees and 
Climate, Sustainability” 
and “How to Kill a Tree” 
by NMSU Extension 
Horticulture Specialist 
Dr. Marisa Thompson;

• Feb. 22: “Soils” by 
John White, curator of  
UTEP’s Chihuahuan 
Desert Gardens and re-
tired Doña Ana, Berna-
lillo and El Paso county 
extension agent; and 
“Tree Planting” by re-
tired City of  Las Cruces 
Horticulturalist Les Fin-
ley, a certified arborist;

• March 1: “Tree Iden-
tification” by El Paso 
Community Arborist 
Brent Pearson, a certi-
fied arborist and tree 
risk assessment profes-
sional; and “Tree Pathol-
ogy” by NMSU Doña 
Ana County Extension 
Agent Jeff  Anderson;

• March 8: “Propagat-

ing Trees” by Sunland 
Nursery Production 
Manager Jeff  Harvey; 
and “Irrigation” by 
licensed irrigator and 
master gardener irri-
gation instructor Ken 
Futrell of  Ewing Irriga-
tion and Landscape Sup-
ply of  Las Cruces;

• March 15: “Commu-
nity Forest Advocacy” 
by New Mexico Forestry, 
Urban and Community 
Forestry Program Man-
ager Jennifer Dann, a 
certified arborist; and 
“Tree Pruning,” by 
Oscar Mestas;

• March 22: “Trees in 
the Landscape” by City 
of  Las Cruces Land-
scape Architect Cathy 
Mathews; “Opportuni-
ties to Volunteer as Tree 
Steward” by Zabriskie; 
tree planting/dedication 
and graduation. 

To apply to be a volun-
teer tree steward, find 
the application form at 
www.las-cruces.org/
en/departments/parks-
and-recreation/parks/
community-wellness/
tree-stewards.

For information, con-
tact the City of  Las Cru-
ces Parks and Recreation 
Department at 575-541-
2550 or email treestew-
ards@las-cruces.org.

Mike Cook may be 
reached at mike@lascru-
cesbulletin.com.

Academy for Learning in Retirement
2018 Winter Programs

ACADEMY FOR LEARNING IN RETIREMENT
GOOD SAMARITAN AUDITORIUM • 3011 Buena Vida, Las Cruces, NM

10 AM-10:30 AM Cookies and Coffee • Presentations begin at 10:30 AM-12:00 Noon
$4 per day, members • $5 per day, non-members • $5 per year to becaome a member
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For more information
575.522.1938

nmsu.alr@gmail.com
dacc.nmsu.edu/alr

Hamilton:
The Inventive Storytelling
of a Musical Sensation

Presented by Megan McQueen, Assistant Professor

Department of Theatre Arts, NMSU

Tuesday, January 9
The Hip Hop Origins of Hamilton, from

Casting and Costuming to Rap Callbacks

Featuring a Live Performance of “Alexander Hamilton”

Thursday, January 11
Honoring the History through the Music Featuring Live

Performances of “Dear Theodosia” and “Burn”

Thursday, January 18
How the Music Works with the Movement Featuring Live Per-

formances of “My Shot” and “The RoomWhere It Happens”

Tuesday, January 16
The Traditional Musical Approaches of Hamilton Featuring
a Live Performance of “You’ll Be Back”

City seeks volunteer 
tree stewards

Visit us at 
www.lascrucesbulletin.com
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The 4th Annual New Year’s Eve Chile Drop was held Sunday, Dec. 31, 

2017, at Plaza de Las Cruces downtown. The free event included the 

crowning of  the Chile Drop Queen, food trucks, a High Desert Brewing 

Co. beer garden, music and dance performances, a piñata for kids and 

extended hours at Dragonfly Restaurant across from the plaza. Weaver 

Crane hoisted the 19-foot chile for the midnight drop. 

A night to remember
PHOTOS BY STEVE MACINTYRE

Las Cruces residents get ready for the Chile Drop Sunday night. Bazaar Dance performers prepare backstage.

Chile Drop 2018 Queen Priscilla Rios prepares her crown.

From left: Drew Cabrera, Dafney Murillo, Ruben Murillo, Jason Barton and Gisela Barton.

From left: Patsy 
Sanchez, Ricky 

Ricardo, Terry 
Montemayor, 
Justin Rose, 
Sarah Phil-

lips and Jaime 
Saenz.
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With the help of countless supporters, 

volunteers, and community partners, 

Casa de Peregrinos continues to meet 

the needs of hungry people 

throughout Doña Ana County. 

Thanks to them, Casa de Peregrinos 

continues to alleviate hunger 

in our community through the 

acquisition and distribution of 

nutritious food.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO

 • City of Las Cruces

 • Doña Ana County

 • Business Partners

 • Donors

 • Grantors

 • Foundation Donors

 • Food Rescue Partners

 • Food Drive Partners

 • And ESPECIALLY 

       our volunteers!
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THERE IS A LOT ON   
        OUR PLATE

tritiouuss  fffoooooooodddd..unnu

999 W. Amador Ave.
 575-523-5542

casadeperegrinos.org

Our Board of Directors, Executive Director and Staff  are extremely grateful

and will continue to work diligently for the community in 2018.
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By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

It’s the true story of  
an attack by neighbors 
on an unguarded village 
and the killing of  up to 
2,000 men, women and 
children.

But it’s not about war 
in the Middle East or 
the Balkan states. The 
story comes from a mesa 
in Arizona, where the 
inhabitants of  the Hopi 
community of  Awat’ovi 
were massacred on an 
autumn morning in 1700. 

Hopis in neighboring 
villages felt threatened 
because Franciscan mis-
sionaries had converted 
many of  Await’ovi’s in-
habitants to Catholicism 
over the previous 160 
years.

“To be ‘purified,’ 
everyone had to die,” 
said Dr. Deborah Den-
nis, executive director 
of  Human Systems 
Research (HSR), a Las 
Cruces nonprofit that 
conducts anthropological 
research.

Internationally re-
nowned scholar James F. 
Brooks, PhD, will discuss 
the massacre during his 
keynote speech at HSR’s 
seventh annual Buffalo 
Roast fundraiser in Las 
Cruces on March 10.

In his 2016 book, “Mesa 

of  Sorrows: A History of  
the Awat’ovi Massacre,” 
Brooks addresses such 
questions as “What pro-
voked such gruesome 
internecine violence? 
How could the massacre 
have restored balance? 
Why were some allowed 
to live? Who collaborated 
in leaving the gate un-
guarded?”

The attackers trapped 
most of  the village’s men 
and boys in the kivas 
where they had spent the 
previous night, pulling 
up ladders, covering exits 
and setting the kivas on 
fire. They rounded up 
girls and women and 
eventually killed most of  
them, sending survivors 
to neighboring villages. 

Awat’ovi was never reoc-
cupied.

Brooks is professor of  
history and anthropol-
ogy at the University of  
California Santa Bar-
bara (UCSB) and holds 
the William S. Vaughn 
Visiting Faculty Fellow-
ship at the Robert Penn 
Warren Center for the 
Humanities at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

“Mesa of  Sorrows” 
won the Western History 
Association Caughey 
Prize as 2017’s most dis-
tinguished book on the 
American West, and the 
2017 Ermine Wheeler-
Voeglin Book Award for 
the year’s best book-
length contribution to 
the field from the Ameri-
can Society for Ethnohis-
tory.

His other works in-

clude “Captives & Cous-
ins: Slavery, Kinship 
and Community in the 
Southwest Borderlands,” 
“Confounding the Color 
Line: The Indian-Black 
Experience in North 
America,” “Women and 
Gender in the American 
West,” “Small Worlds: 
Method, Meaning and 
Narrative Microhistory,” 
“Keystone Nations: In-
digenous Peoples and 
Salmon in the North 
Pacific” and “Linking 
the Histories of  Slavery: 
North America and its 
Borderlands.”

Brooks’ current 
projects include “Vital 
Threats: Community-
based Resistance to 
Fracking in the Chama 
Basin, New Mexico,” 
which “addresses the 

We are available 24/7 and
walk-ins are always welcome.

If you or a loved one needs
help, please call
575.382.3500

We accept TRICARE®, Medicare, and most insurance plans.

TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of
Defense, Defense Health Agency. All rights reserved.

ADDICTION RECOVERY CENTER
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BUFFALO ROAST

What: 7th annual Buffalo 
Roast fundraiser 

When: 5 p.m. Saturday, 
March 10 (Dinner at 6 p.m.; 
Program at 7 p.m.)

Where: New Mexico Farm 
& Ranch Heritage Museum, 
4100 Dripping Springs 
Road. 

How much: Tickets are 
available at the reduced 
price of $45 until Jan. 31. 
Beginning Feb. 1, the ticket 
price will increase to $50.

Details: The buffalo meat 
served at the dinner will 
be slow cooked by Juan 
Morales, owner of Santa 
Fe Grill. The buffalo was 
selected, purchased and 
transported from Colorado 
by HSR staff. 

Massacre of Hopi community is topic of Buffalo Roast

A mural from Awat’ovi pueblo was restored from Peabody Museum excavations, likely by Fred Kabotie.

SEE ROAST, PAGE 19
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work that community 
members, largely orga-
nized from the historic 
village of  Abiquiu, have 
undertaken to shape a 
‘deep-time, culturally 
informed’ defense of  the 
regions’ groundwater 
resources, looking at 
culture and water rela-
tionships across the last 
1,000 years,” according 
the UCSB Department of  
History.

Awat’ovi, covering 25 
acres, is about 200 miles 
west of  Albuquerque in 
northeast Arizona. It was 
founded at the southern 
tip of  Antelope Mesa 
about 1200, and was “the 
first of  the Hopi villages 
to be visited by the Span-
ish and the first to capit-
ulate,” according to the 
National Park Service. 

In the 1930s, Harvard’s 
Peabody Museum of  Nat-
ural History conducted 
extensive excavation 
of  the site, which was 
declared a National His-
toric Landmark in 1964. 

“What do the event, 
the place and the people 
involved have to tell us 
about communal vio-
lence in the past and in 
today’s world?” Brooks 
asks in “Mesa of  Sor-
rows.”

“We’re all just so much 
more interconnected 
than we want to think 
about,” Dennis said.

One of  the most fas-
cinating aspects of  the 
Awat’ovi story, she said, 
is how the archaeology 
can help illuminate his-
tory.

As with HSR’s re-
search at the Hembrillo 
site on White Sands 
Missile Range of  the 
April 1880 battle between 
Victorio’s Apaches and 
the U.S. 9th and 10th cav-

alries, and its field work 
at the Trinity Site, Den-
nis said, excavations at 
Awat’ovi doesn’t always 
bear out the stories told 
about what happened 
there. 

“It really makes you 
think about where we 
are today in some sense,” 
Dennis said, “how easily 
we get pitted against our-
selves.” 

HSR is the oldest non-
profit in southern New 
Mexico doing archeologi-
cal research. It’s housed 
in the former Civilian 
Conservation Corps 
headquarters at 535 S. 
Melendres St.

For information, 
contact Dennis at 575-
524-9456 or ddennis@
humansystemsresearch.
org. Visit humansys-
temsresearch.org and 
exhibition.canadaalamo-
saproject.org.  

Mike Cook may be 
reached at mike@lascru-
cesbulletin.com.
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no warning and often with no explanation? 
It’s one of those great mysteries of being 
50+ and sometimes it just happens. I’ve 
had a number of patients come to see me 
and say very similar things. They just woke 
up one morning with pain in their neck 
and shoulder and they thought it would go 
away on its own but it still hasn’t. Or that at 

woke up and they didn’t think much of it. 
However, after a few days their shoulder 
has become tighter and is now interfering 
with their day.

It’s something that happens to a lot 
of people, especially without warning. So 
people often try a number of different op-
tions before coming to see me when they’re 
looking for some way to end their shoulder 
pain. It’s normally one of three things they 
try;

1. Painkillers
2. Rest and time
3. ‘Nice’ relaxing spa-style massages

Do those options sound familiar? Maybe 
you haven’t tried all of them, but most peo-
ple will have tried at least one of them. But 
none of them work. In the long run, they 
never work, especially not like those peo-
ple who try them out hope they will. Here’s 
why they don’t work:

Painkillers - The problem with painkill-
ers is that they might ease your pain for an 
hour or so, but that’s about it. They nev-
er actually get rid of your pain, they only 
mask it. Not only that, but they don’t get 
to the root cause of your painful shoulder. 
Once they start to wear off and you start to 
feel the ache and stiffness come back, you 
reach for a few more to mask it again. The 
problem is still there and you’re left frus-
trated and with a very tight muscle or a stiff 
shoulder. They don’t solve the problem.

Rest and time - This is one of the mis-
takes that a lot of people make when it 
comes to pain. Many people think that if 
they rest their shoulder and keep it immo-
bilized for a few days, the pain will go away 

more you rest it, the tighter your muscles 
become and the more stiff your joints be-
come too. Imagine leaving your car sitting 
on the driveway for a few months, when 
you try to drive it again, it’s very unlike-
ly that it will feel as smooth as it used to 
straight away. Your joints and muscles 
are designed to move and your body gets 

is why it’s crucial that you keep your shoul-
der joints moving to reduce stiffness and to 
help it feel more relaxed. So you can freely 
begin to move without pain again.

‘Nice’ relaxing spa-style massages 
- These might feel lovely, but these types 

-
ly not the massage therapists fault! They 
aren’t trained to get to the root cause of 
your problem which means that the pres-
sure they apply to your muscles will nev-
er be ‘quite right’. They say they can feel 
‘knots’ in your shoulder. They’re probably 
right. But that’s because every person over 
the age of 45 has knots and tension in their 
shoulders. In fact, most people do, regard-
less of their age. It’s not always an issue, or 
even the source of your pain. This is where 
we can help.

painkillers, even if your pain hasn’t gone 
after 5 days. It’s just not the way we do 

do, is give you a personalized set of exer-
cises. These exercises will be done safely 
when we know that you’re ready for them.

Remember earlier I said that “this is 
where we can help” when it comes to those 

the massages that we can do for you are 
done with expert hands that are trained to 
know exactly where, when and how much 

want to help you get back to being active 
and on the go as quickly as we can, without 
painkillers, resting or getting a spa-style 
massage. If you have any questions about 

to call us on (575) 525-2450 or email us 
at biz@atriumpt.com

The author, Dennis Prickett is a 
Physical Therapist and co-owner of 
Atrium Physical Therapy. He’s more than 
happy to answer any questions by phone 
on (575) 525-2450 or by email at 
biz@atriumpt.com

3 Things That Surprisingly 
Won’t Help To Ease Your

Shoulder Pain
Are you or a loved 
one suffering with, 
or have you suf-
fered with shoul-
der pain? Have you 
experienced the 
sudden onset of 
shoulder pain and 
stiffness? The one 
that often creeps 
up on people with 

By Leading Physical Therapist, Dennis L PrickettLas Cruces (NM) -
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Internationally renowned scholar James F. Brooks, PhD, will 
discuss the massacre during his keynote speech at HSR’s 
seventh annual Buffalo Roast fundraiser in Las Cruces on 
March 10.

Human Systems Research, 
Inc. of Las Cruces Execu-
tive Director Dr. Deborah 
Dennis
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By CASSIE MCCLURE 
and SUZANNE MICHAELS
For the Bulletin

Over the past decade, 
New Mexico State Uni-
versity (NMSU) College 
of  Engineering Professor 
Nagamany Nirmalakhan-
dan (known as Dr. Khan-
dan) has investigated how 
algae – yes, that simple 
green stuff  that grows in 
stagnant water – removes 
contaminants from 
wastewater.

The specific microalgae 
used by Khandan and his 
team of  dedicated gradu-
ate students comes from 
hot springs in Yellow-
stone National Park and 
can thrive in 110-degree 
temperatures while con-
suming organic carbon, 
nitrogen, and phospho-
rous found in wastewater. 
In the process, it cleans 
wastewater making it 
suitable for discharge 
into waterways. The al-
gae’s chemical reactions 
are fueled by the sun – 
free and abundant in our 
region.

However, over the last 
six months, this team has 
observed an unexpected 
and dramatic new result. 
The algae also destroy po-
tentially disease-causing 
pathogens in wastewater.

Traditionally, munici-
pal wastewater treatment 
facilities have added 
chlorine to kill pathogens 
in the wastewater. Yet 
over the last 10 years, re-
searchers have discerned 
a negative side effect. The 
chlorine has the poten-
tial to form carcinogenic 
– cancer-causing – by-
products. Now, the race is 
on to find new solutions, 
and one might involve 
Khandan’s algae fueled 
by the sun.

“Our team found that 
the algae fight for domi-
nance in our system,” ex-
plains Dr. Khandan, “And 
potentially changes the 
belief  that scientists have 
previously held regarding 
how algae can operate.”

This research is pos-
sible thanks to the col-

laboration between Las 
Cruces Utilities (LCU) 
and the NMSU College 
of  Engineering. Now sci-
entists around the world 
may see new potential in 
simple single-celled algae.

The Jacob A. Hands 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility (JHWWTF) in 

Las Cruces processes an 
annual 3.3 billion gallons 
of  sewage from the com-
munity’s sinks, showers 
and toilets. Onsite at the 
JHWWTF are 200-gallon 
plastic tanks that are 
home to an army of  algae 
thriving in wastewater 
and monitored by the 

NMSU research team. 
“This research has 

global implications for 
wastewater management 
in sunbelt regions that 
are hot and dry,” Khan-
dan said.

Along with NMSU 
faculty member Dr. 
Yanyan Zhang, whose 

research interest includes 
pathogen detection and 
inactivation, and students 
Himali Delanka-Pedige 
and Srimali Munasinghe-
Arachchige, both NMSU 
Master’s graduate stu-
dents in their second 
semester, Dr. Khandan 
wants to now try and fig-
ure out the exact mecha-
nisms by which algae 
seeks out and destroys 
the pathogens.

“It’s been exciting to 
see something we’re 
doing go from theory to 
the lab to something prac-
tical,” said Himali. 

Srimali agrees and sees 
the future.

“If  this can be imple-
mented on the large scale, 
it will be incredibly cost 
effective,” Srimali said. 

LCU has been an easy 
partner in the research, 
allowing faculty and 
students access to the 
facility to monitor the 
algae. The research was 
originally funded by the 
National Science Founda-
tion for Reinventing the 
Nation’s Urban Water 
Infrastructure and the 
Department of  Energy 
with $5 million that has 
been extended with an 
additional $3 million to 
take the studies through 
2021. A long-term study 
may be able to pinpoint 
what all algae can do, and 
its first beneficiaries will 
be the residents of  Las 
Cruces.

You can reach Las Cruces 
Utilities at 575-528-3500 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Las 
Cruces Utilities provides 
gas, water, wastewater 
and solid waste services 
to approximately 100,000 
Las Cruces residents and 
businesses.

More than 3 billion gallons of wastewater (sewage) are pro-
cessed annually from the sinks, showers, and toilets of our 
community. The extensive procedure of cleaning the waste-
water includes passing through the primary clarifier at the 
JHWWTF.

Collaboration leads to algae breakthrough

COURTESY PHOTOS
Dr. Yanyan Zhang talks to Himali Delanka-Pedige, while Srimali Munasinghe-Arachchige continues to test, and Dr. Nagamany 
Nirmalakhandan oversees the algae research. Their work at the JHWWTF and NMSU labs may change how algae is used in the 
future at wastewater treatment plants through the United States.

First grown in test tubes in the lab, and now thriving out-
doors at the JHWWTF in 200-gallon plastic tanks called pho-
tobioreactors, research on microalgae Galdieria sulphuraria 
continues to produce very positive results.
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BCOM names doctor 
of the year

Second-year medical 
student Roxanne Wag-
goner of  Las Cruces has 
been selected as the 2018 
Burrell College of  Osteo-
pathic Medicine (BCOM) 
student doctor of  the year.

Waggoner is the first 
winner of  the award, and 
will be a candidate for the 
national student doctor 
of  osteopathy (DO) of  the 
year award.

“Roxanne has dem-
onstrated a strong com-
mitment to community 
service through her vol-
unteer work with Jardin 
de Los Niños, Mini Med 
School, Welcome Baby and 
much more,” BCOM said 
in announcing the award. 
“She is dedicated to oste-
opathy and the profession 
through her participation 
in DO for a Day and the 
Medical Explorers mentor-
ship program. She also 
exemplifies the BCOM 
mission through her devo-
tion to serving the South-
west region.”

Waggoner is the daugh-
ter of  Chris and Liza Wag-
goner, who own Boba Café 
and Cabaret.

The national student 
DO of the year award 
“honors and recognizes 
an osteopathic medical 

student who is committed 
to the principles of  leader-
ship, community service, 
dedication and profes-
sionalism,” according to 
American Association of  
Colleges of  Osteopathic 
Medicine (AACOM).

The Council of  Osteo-
pathic Student Govern-
ment Presidents, which is 
part of  AACOM, presents 
the national award each 
year.  

For information, visit 
bcomnm.org and www.
aacom.org/cosgp/i-am-a-
do-student/awards/sdoy.

Comcast exec retires
Comcast State Director 

of  Government Affairs, 
John Christopher, in Las 
Cruces, retired in Decem-
ber after 45 years with the 
company. 

“John is known for his 
wide-ranging industry ex-
pertise, but most of  all for 
his ability to impact our 
community and business 
by fostering and growing 
meaningful relationships 
with key stakeholders and 
community leaders,” said 
Area Vice President Chris 
Dunkeson. “I’m thankful 
to John for his service, and 
congratulate him on his 
incredible career and very 
well-deserved retirement.”

Christopher served in 
his last role since 2011. 

He was responsible for 
state government rela-
tions. Simultaneously, 
John oversaw local gov-
ernment relations and 
played an integral role in 
Comcast’s efforts to close 
the digital divide through 
Internet Essentials, help-
ing to connect more than 
15,000 low-income New 
Mexico families to the 
power of  the internet. He 
also helped grow Comcast 
Cares Day, Comcast’s an-
nual day of  service, in 
Las Cruces to the largest 
single project in the nation 
with more than 1,400 vol-
unteers. 

“Our industry today 
looks very different than it 
did when John joined the 
company. Through more 
than four decades of  in-
dustry growth and change, 
John’s leadership has been 
constant,” Dunkeson said.

Christopher has served 
in a variety of  leader-
ship positions during his 
career. Prior to joining 
the cable industry, John 
served in the U.S. Navy.

He served on the Board 
of  Directors for United 
Way and Greater Las 
Cruces Chamber of  Com-
merce, where he helped 
develop the Leadership 
Las Cruces program; New 
Mexico State University, 
President of  the Arizona/
New Mexico WICT Chap-
ter; New Mexico First; 
and the Southwest Cable 
Communications Associa-
tion where he served as 
President in 2014. In 2013, 
John was inducted into the 
Cable TV Pioneers Hall of  
Fame.

“John is a terrific com-
munity and civic leader. 
As a long-time Board 
member of  New Mexico 
First, he showed tremen-
dous ability to assess 
complex policy questions 
while also being willing to 

learn from others,” said 
Heather Balas, President, 
New Mexico First. “I hope 
he enjoys retirement, mov-
ing into the next phase of  
life knowing he’s made a 
lasting impressions on the 
non-profit organizations 
for which he’s served.”

Sorg named to 
federal committee

Las Cruces Mayor Pro-
Tem Gill Sorg has been 
named to the National 

League 
of  Cities 
(NLC) 
Energy, 
Environ-
ment and 
Natural 
Resources 
(EENR) 
federal ad-

vocacy committee.
The NLC made the an-

nouncement in a news re-
lease earlier this month.

Sorg was reelected to 
his third four-year term 
representing District 5 in 
November 2017. He was 
chosen by the council as 
mayor pro-tem.

The EENRC “has the 
lead responsibility for 
developing NLC’s federal 
policy positions on issues 
involving air quality, 
water quality, energy 
policy, national wetlands 
policy, noise control and 
solid and hazardous 
waste management,” the 
news release said.

As a committee mem-
ber, Sorg will play a key 
role in shaping NLC’s 
policy positions and 
advocate on behalf  of  
America’s cities and 
towns before Congress, 
with the administration 
and at home.

“I am pleased to serve 
on this very important 
NLC committee,” Sorg 

said Dec. 27. “Energy and 
natural resources are very 
important to our city and 
the country.”

“Serving on an NLC 
committee is one of  the 
most effective ways for a 
local official to advocate 
for their community in 
Washington,” said NLC 
President Mark Stodola, 
mayor of  Little Rock, Ar-
kansas. “I am thrilled to 
have Gill Sorg join a team 
of  local leaders from 
around the country work-
ing to craft our policy 
platform and to solve the 
most pressing challenges 
facing our communities.”

The 2018 EENR com-
mittee will be chaired by 
Lacey, Washington Dep-
uty Mayor Cynthia Pratt, 
with two vice chairs, 
Fairburn, Georgia Mayor 
Hattie Portis and Fort 

IN THE NEWS

PHOTO COURTESY OF BCOM
Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine 2018 Student Doctor 
of the Year Roxanne Waggoner

SEE NEWS, PAGE 22

Gill Sorg

J. David 
Beasley, J.D.

Christopher 
Salcido, CPAD.

PRESENTING 
NEW PARTNERS

Beasley, Mitchell & Co. is proud to welcome the newest partners to the 

firm. Their unique experience and professional abilities have made each 

of them an indispensable part of the team, and we congratulate them as 

they look forward to serving the community’s needs for years to come!

F. Tony 
Moran, CPA

WWW.BMC-CPA.COM

575.528.6700   |  
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Collins, Colorado Mayor 
Pro Tem Greg Horak.

NLC is “a resource and 
advocate for 19,000 cities, 
towns and villages, rep-
resenting more than 218 
million people,” accord-
ing to the news release.

For information, visit: 

www.nlc.org/advocacy/
committees.

NMSGC research 
scholarships 
awarded

The New Mexico 
Space Grant Consortium 
(NMSGC) at New Mexico 
State University awarded 
eight New Mexico State 
University College of  En-

gineering students with 
research scholarships and 
fellowships for the Spring 
2018 and Fall 2018 semes-
ters, totaling $65,000.

Students receiving 
scholarships include:

• Samantha Ceballes: 
Senior at New Mexico 
State University, awarded 
$10,000 for her research 
titled “The Modeling and 
Applications of  Nano-

Structures and Nano-
Materials in Space Related 
Missions.”

• Daniel Furth: Senior 
at New Mexico State Uni-
versity, awarded $5,000 
for his research titled 
“Tethered UAV.”

• Victor Meraz: Senior 
at New Mexico State Uni-
versity, awarded $10,000 
for his research titled 
“Feasibility Study of  
Geothermal Heating and 
Cooling on Mars.”

• Tom Nakotte: A Ph.D. 
student at New Mexico 
State University, awarded 
$10,000 for his research 
titled “Gamma Sensitive 
Solid State Detectors 
Using Quantum Dots.”

• Kimberly Pestovich: 
A junior at New Mex-
ico State University, 
awarded $5,000 for her re-
search titled “Nanomate-
rials for Nitrate Removal 
and Water Treatment in 
Shrimp Aquaculture.”

• Stephanie Richins: 
Sophomore at New 
Mexico State University, 
awarded $5,000 for her 
research titled “ZnO and 
SnO Nanowires for Elec-
trochemical Reduction of  
CO2.”

• Adam Stempeck: Se-
nior at New Mexico State 
University, awarded 
$10,000 for his research 
titled “Bioinspired Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles.”

• Gregory Taylor: 
Graduate student at New 
Mexico State University, 
awarded $10,000 for his 
research titled “Model-
ing and Nonlinear Dy-
namics for Soft Bodied 
Impact Contact Dynam-
ics for High-Tech Space 
Applications.”

New Mexico Space 
Grant Consortium is a 
member of  the Congres-
sionally funded National 
Space Grant College 
Scholarship and Fellow-
ship Program adminis-
tered by NASA. NMSGC 
fellowships and scholar-

ships are competitively 
awarded based on ap-
plication information, 
faculty recommendation, 
GPA, the research proj-
ect, and NASA’s Mission. 
New Mexico Space Grant 
Consortium is located at 
New Mexico State Uni-
versity.

DA appoints council 
for Chan case

Doña Ana County 
District Attorney Mark 
D’Antonio appointed two 
special prosecutors to 
the Tai Chan case.

The Third Judicial 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice and the New Mexico 
Office of  the Superinten-
dent of  Insurance have 
entered into an agree-
ment whereby prosecu-
tors from the OSI would 
prosecute the case of  
State v. Tai R. Chan for 
the murder of  Santa Fe 
County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Jeremy Martin. 

“Jeremy Martin’s 
widow, Sarah Martin, 
and his brother James 
Martin were consulted 
by my office, and they 
are fully supportive of  
the decision to bring OSI 
prosecutors Troy Davis 
and Devin Chapman in 
on the case,” D’Antonio 
said. “We believe that 
fresh eyes and a rigorous 
prosecutorial perspec-
tive, implemented by a 
team of  seasoned prose-
cutors such as Mr. Davis 
and Mr. Chapman, will 
effectively present this 
case to a jury.”  

Chan stands accused 
of  first-degree murder 
for the October 2014 
shooting death of  Santa 
Fe County Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Jeremy Martin in a 
Las Cruces hotel. The 
move comes after two tri-
als ended in mistrial. 

The third trial is 
scheduled to begin April 
9.

Mary Martinez White 
to run for House 
District 33

Former Doña Ana 
County Treasurer Mary 
Martinez White has an-
nounced her intention to 
run for the New Mexico 
House of  Representatives, 
District 33, currently held 
by Rep. Bill McCamley. 
McCamley recently an-
nounced his intent to run 
for the position of  state 
auditor.

Martinez White, in addi-
tion to her role as county 
treasurer, served as Chief  
Financial Officer of  the 
Third Judicial District 
Court and as Chief Execu-
tive Officer in the Seventh 
Judicial District Court in 
Socorro, Sierra, Catron, 
and Torrance counties. She 
retired two years ago from 
the Administrative Office 
of  the Courts where she 
served as Statewide DWI 
Drug Court Coordinator. 

“I have great optimism 
that we can change the 
political trajectory of  our 
state,” Martinez White 
said. 

She aims to tackle is-
sues such as early child-
hood education, economic 
and border development 
(including immigration 
rights), environmental 
protection and rural trans-
portation.  

“I have the passion and 
qualifications to do the 
job and do it very well. I 
love my state and my com-
munity,” she said. “My 
family is here, and has 
been for generations far 
earlier than statehood, 
my friends are here, and 
my community is here. I 
know the business of  state 
government and I know 
it from a financial, strate-
gic, and implementation 
standpoint. I have years of  
proven success in leader-
ship roles in local govern-
ment, state government 
and the judiciary.”

NEWS
CONTINUED FROM 21
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Kid Scoop Sponsored by:

Look through the newspaper and find:
• a friendly face
• a person acting like a friend
• a nice thing to do for a friend
• a word that describes you as a friend

Standards Link: Health: Know behaviors that communicate 
care, consideration and respect of self and others.

Friendship Search

© 2017 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 34, No. 4

A man named 
Owen Sobien 
was able to 
tackle the 

slippery hippo 
long enough 
for others to 
drape a net 
over him. 
The hippo 
was named 
Owen in his 

honor.

Hi there! My 
name is Mzee. 
I’m about 130 

years old (I 
don’t bother to 
keep track of 
my birthdays 

anymore). 
Here’s the story 

of how I met 
my best friend 
named Owen.

Back in 2004, there was a 
terrible tsunami that caused 
unbelievable damage and 

loss of life in Southeast Asia 
and Africa. Your parents 
probably read about it.

Owen was 
moved to Haller 

Park, Kenya, 
where I live.

Now, I’ve always preferred to be by myself. 
But Owen just kept following me around.

If I walked away, he’d follow me. 
At first, I felt a little embarrassed 
and annoyed when he would 
crouch beside me like a baby 
hippo does with its mom.

But Owen was a nice 
enough kid. And without 
a mother, he needed 
someone to show him 
how to find food, so I did.

People wonder why we became such close friends. Some think it’s 
maybe because my round shell looked a little like another hippo to 

Owen. What do YOU think?

In Kenya, a baby hippo was left stranded 
on a coral reef. He was too tired and 

frightened to get back to shore by himself.
Hundreds of villagers and visitors worked 

together to rescue the young hippo.

Standards Link: Life Science: Animal patterns of behavior are related to the nature of their environment.

Do the math to find out which facts describe a hippo and which 
describe a tortoise. If the answer is less than 10, it describes a hippo. 
If the answer is more than 15, it describes a tortoise. If the answer is 

between 10 and 15, it is true for both hippos and tortoises.

Lives to be 200 years old. 9 + 7 =
Lived with the dinosaurs. 19 - 4 =
Is an herbivore. 6 + 5 =
Likes to swim. 7 + 5 =
Its closest living relative is a whale. 3 + 6 =
Can run faster than a human. 4 + 3 =

Standards Link: Number Sense: Add and subtract whole numbers.

Standards Link: Visual Arts: 
Know various purposes for 
creating visual works of art.

Best Friends
Who’s your best friend? What 

makes a friend a best friend? Give 
examples of reasons this person is 

your very best friend.

Look through the newspaper for pairs of 
words that rhyme. Use these words to write 
a little poem and give your poem to a friend.

Rhyme Time

Standards Link: Word Analysis: Identify words that rhyme; 
Writing Applications: Write various forms of genres including 
poetry; Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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Standards Link: Reading: Read and follow directions appropriate to grades 1–5.

Unscramble the letters to find out what Mzee 
means in Swahili.

Unscramble the letters to find out what the word 
hippopotamus means in Latin.

… spending time together.

More about Mzee

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Use context clues to determine the meaning 
of words.

W O R D  B A N K

SAILORS
LENGTH
ISLANDS

SPECIES
CAPTIVITY
USUALLY

HERBIVORE

Oops! Some words have fallen 
out of the story below. Use the 
words in the word bank to 
complete the story.

Mzee is an Aldabra (al-DAH-
brah) tortoise. The Aldabra 
tortoise is ____________ 
found on the Aldabra Islands in 
the Indian Ocean. Today these 
_______________ are home to 
about 150,000 of the tortoises.

The Aldabra tortoise is the 
largest ___________ of 
tortoise in the world. A male 
can grow to be four feet in 
____________ and can weigh 
up to 550 pounds (250kg). 
One giant male at the Fort 
Worth Zoological Park weighs 
over 790 pounds (360kg)!

For the most part, the Aldabra 
tortoise is an ______________. 
The tortoises will eat grasses, 
leaves and woody plant stems. 
Sometimes they will eat small 
bugs and even dead animals. 
In _______________, they 
enjoy apples and bananas.

It is thought that ___________ 
took Mzee from his island 
home to eat him. He may have 
reached Africa by escaping the 
ship or surviving a shipwreck.
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First Friday Ramble: 5-8 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 5, Mu-
seum of Nature & Science 
atrium, 411 N. Main St. 
Hands-on demonstration 
on the art and science of  
Polaroid photography. 
Cost: Free. Info: museums.
las-cruces.org.

Bean mosaic owls: 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
6, New Mexico Farm & 
Ranch Heritage Museum, 
4100 Dripping Springs 

Road. In honor of  the mu-
seum’s mascot, Hoot the 
Owl, children are invited 
to explore their creative 
side and make mosaic 
owls with beans. Crafts 
are free and materials will 
be provided, but regular 
Museum admission is re-
quired for all family mem-
bers. Cost: $5 for adults, $4 
for senior citizens, $3 for 
children 4 to 17, and free 
admission for children 3 
and under.

Railroad Museum pro-
grams: Las Cruces Rail-
road Museum, 351 N. 
Mesilla St. The museum 
presents a variety of  fam-
ily programs in January. 
Info: 575-647-4480 or muse-
ums.las-cruces.org. 

• 11 a.m. Saturdays, Jan. 
6 and 20. Storytime for 
Children. Children of  all 
ages can listen to a story 
and complete a related 
craft.

• Noon Tuesday, Jan. 
9, monthly Brown Bag 
Lecture. Gilbert Gardner, 
construction manager of  
the El Paso Trolley project 
will speak on the history 
and revival of  the trolley.

• 11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 
11, Storytime for Chil-
dren. Mrs. Prickett and 
her puppets will engage 
pre-school children with a 
book and activity.

• 10 a.m.-noon, Fridays, 

Jan. 12 and Jan. 26. Col-
oring and socializing for 
adults. Participants can 
bring their own supplies 
or use the museum’s col-
oring pages and colored 
pencils.  

• 10 a.m.–noon, Satur-
day, Jan. 13, Family Game 
Day. Dominoes, practice 
hand-eye coordination 
with Cup and Ball Toss, 
or play a variety of  other 
games that have enter-
tained families for centu-
ries. 

• 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 17, Rail Readers 
Book Club. Discussion of  
Agatha Christie’s classic 
“Murder on the Orient 
Express.”

Ice Core Excavations: 11:45 
a.m.-12:45 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 6, Museum of Nature 
and Science, 411 North 
Main St. Uncover the 

mysteries of  Earth’s time 
capsule: glacial ice. Partic-
ipants will act as climatol-
ogists and investigate the 
secrets of  the ice through 
hands on experiments. 
Info: 575-522-3120 or muse-
ums.las-cruces.org.

Calligraphy: 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 8, Peace 
Lutheran Church 1701 E. 
Missouri. Southwest Cal-
ligraphy Guild will meet. 
The guild’s purpose is to 
provide a forum for peo-
ple interested in the art of  
beautiful writing. Visitors 
are welcome.  Info: For a 
list of  the supplies needed 
for this program contact 
Karin McClain, 575-524-
2805.

Educational retirees: 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
9, Good Samaritan dining 
room 3011 Buena Vida 
Circle. The Las Cruces 
Association of  Educa-
tional Retirees will meet. 
Luncheon speaker will be 
Chris Cramer who will 
share his experiences as 
a beekeeper. Also, the an-
nual $10 dues should be 
paid. LCAER membership 
includes all educational 
staff: administrators, 
principals, teachers, 
educational assistants, 
clerical staff, cooks and 
cafeteria workers, cus-
todial, maintenance, bus 
drivers and their spouses. 
Cost: $12 per person 
for lunch. Info: Navora 
Richardson 575-649-7663 
or Linda Morgan 575-522-
0203.

Diabetes classes: 1-4 
p.m., Jan. 9-11, Families 
and Youth, Inc. Building, 
1320 S. Solano (corner 
of  Solano and Idaho). 
Classes, limited to 12 
will be taught in English 
and Spanish by Diabetes 
Educator, T. J. Jasso, RN, 

BS. Support persons are 
invited and encouraged 
to be present with each 
attendee. Cost: Free. Info: 
575-522-0289 or email 
snmdo@snmdo.org.

Geneaology meeting: 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
Thomas Branigan Memo-
rial Library Roadrun-
ner Room. Jim and Bill 
McKinney will present 
the program, “The Trials, 
Tribulations and Travel 
involved in tracing their 
paternal line.” This is 
truly a story about the 
journey to build a picture 
of  a family. It will include 
lessons for many budding 
genealogists of  how not 
to do things and some of  
how to do things better. 
Visitors are welcome. 
Info: dacgslc@gmail.com 
or Eva Nevarez St. John, 
eva.nevarezstjohn@
yahoo.com.

Book club: 2:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, Mu-
seum of Art, 491 North 
Main St. Reading Art 
Book Club will discuss 
the book Abstract Expres-
sionism by David Anfam. 
Jackie Mitchell Edwards, 
fine artist and abstract 
painter, will be the guest 
speaker and provide more 
insight into abstract ex-
pressionism.

Expressway update: 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
11, 4171 N. Mesa St., The 
Commons, Building C, El 
Paso. U.S. Section of  the 
International Boundary 
and Water Commission 
(USIBWC) will have a 
public meeting of  the Rio 
Grande Citizens Forum 
with an update on the 
Border West Expressway 
Project and conserving 
water and energy while 

Zia Natural Gas CompanyZia Natural Gas CompanyZia Natural Gas CompanyZia Natural Gas Company
Energy Efficiency ProgramEnergy Efficiency ProgramEnergy Efficiency ProgramEnergy Efficiency Program

REBATES AVAILABLE!REBATES AVAILABLE!REBATES AVAILABLE!REBATES AVAILABLE!
Space HeatingSpace HeatingSpace HeatingSpace Heating

$$$$ Rebate of $25 for a 16-point gas furnace inspectionRebate of $25 for a 16-point gas furnace inspectionRebate of $25 for a 16-point gas furnace inspectionRebate of $25 for a 16-point gas furnace inspection
$$$$ Rebates up to $1000 to help you upgrade your aging space heating equipmentRebates up to $1000 to help you upgrade your aging space heating equipmentRebates up to $1000 to help you upgrade your aging space heating equipmentRebates up to $1000 to help you upgrade your aging space heating equipment

Water HeatingWater HeatingWater HeatingWater Heating
$$$$ Free water saving packages that contain a low-flow showerhead and twoFree water saving packages that contain a low-flow showerhead and twoFree water saving packages that contain a low-flow showerhead and twoFree water saving packages that contain a low-flow showerhead and two

faucet aeratorsfaucet aeratorsfaucet aeratorsfaucet aerators
$ Rebates up to $350 to help you upgrade your aging water heating equipment$ Rebates up to $350 to help you upgrade your aging water heating equipment$ Rebates up to $350 to help you upgrade your aging water heating equipment$ Rebates up to $350 to help you upgrade your aging water heating equipment

New ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew Construction
$$$$ Rebates up to $800 when you select high efficiency gas appliances andRebates up to $800 when you select high efficiency gas appliances andRebates up to $800 when you select high efficiency gas appliances andRebates up to $800 when you select high efficiency gas appliances and

insulation for your new home constructioninsulation for your new home constructioninsulation for your new home constructioninsulation for your new home construction

Low Income Energy EfficiencyLow Income Energy EfficiencyLow Income Energy EfficiencyLow Income Energy Efficiency
$ Basic Package containing water heater jackets, showerhead, 2 aerators,$ Basic Package containing water heater jackets, showerhead, 2 aerators,$ Basic Package containing water heater jackets, showerhead, 2 aerators,$ Basic Package containing water heater jackets, showerhead, 2 aerators,

pipe insulation, and thermostatpipe insulation, and thermostatpipe insulation, and thermostatpipe insulation, and thermostat
$ Weatherization Package containing water heater jackets, showerheads,$ Weatherization Package containing water heater jackets, showerheads,$ Weatherization Package containing water heater jackets, showerheads,$ Weatherization Package containing water heater jackets, showerheads,
aerators, pipe insulation, thermostat, air sealing, and attic insulationaerators, pipe insulation, thermostat, air sealing, and attic insulationaerators, pipe insulation, thermostat, air sealing, and attic insulationaerators, pipe insulation, thermostat, air sealing, and attic insulation

CommercialCommercialCommercialCommercial
$$$$ Custom commercial building energy audit and upgrades with rebates upCustom commercial building energy audit and upgrades with rebates upCustom commercial building energy audit and upgrades with rebates upCustom commercial building energy audit and upgrades with rebates up

to $5000to $5000to $5000to $5000

To find what offers apply to you and to learn moreTo find what offers apply to you and to learn moreTo find what offers apply to you and to learn moreTo find what offers apply to you and to learn more
about the ways Zia Natural Gas makes it easyabout the ways Zia Natural Gas makes it easyabout the ways Zia Natural Gas makes it easyabout the ways Zia Natural Gas makes it easy

for you to save energy and money, visitfor you to save energy and money, visitfor you to save energy and money, visitfor you to save energy and money, visit
the website at www.ziagas.com.the website at www.ziagas.com.the website at www.ziagas.com.the website at www.ziagas.com.the website at www ziagas comthe website at www.ziagas.com.

New Mexico’s Natural Choice
575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546

3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces • www.ziagas.com3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces • www.ziagas.com3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces • www.ziagas.com3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces • www.ziagas.com
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creating habitat in New 
Mexico. Info: 915-832- 4106 
or email lori.kuczman-
ski@ibwc.gov.

 
Culture series: 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 11, New 
Mexico Farm & Ranch 
Heritage Museum, 4100 
Dripping Springs Road. 
Dalene Hodnett, Direc-
tor of  Communications 
for New Mexico Farm & 
Livestock Bureau, is the 
speaker for this Culture 
Series presentation. She 
has been with the agricul-
turally oriented member-
ship organization since 
2002, working for farmers 
and ranchers of  New Mex-
ico, telling the story of  how 
food gets from the gate to 
plate plate. Cost: Free.

 
Republican women: 11:30 

a.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, 
Hacienda de Mesilla, 
1891 Avenida de Mesilla. 
Monthly meeting Repub-
lican Women of Mesilla 
Valley. Guest speaker will 
be Hobbs businessman 
Monty Newman who of-
ficially announced his 
candidacy for the District 
2 Congressional seat 
currently held by Steve 
Pearce. Guests Welcome. 
Info: Linda Dowless, pres-
ident, 575-526-1992, email 
fiinest@aol.com. 

 
Progressive priorities: 2-4 

p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, 
Branigan Library, Road-
runner room. Southern 
New Mexico New Progres-
sives invite the public to 
learn what items to expect 
from the 30-day 2018 New 
Mexico Legislature. State 
Sens. Bill Soules and 
Jeff  Steinborn, and state 
Reps. Angelica Rubio, 
and Nathan Small will 
speak and answer ques-
tions. Info: www.snmnp.
org/events or www.

facebook.com/events/ 
1965297517056952/?ti=cl.

 
Federal employees: 8:30 

a.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, 
Esperanza Room of the 
Hilton Garden Inn, 2550 
Don Roser Drive. Na-
tional Active and Retired 
Federal Employees As-
sociation meeting. Doña 
Ana County Clerk Scott 
Krahling will discuss his 
vision to create a voting 
culture where everyone 
votes in every election. 
Also speaking will be NM 
NARFE Federation Presi-
dent Lorna Howerton. 
Cash-only breakfast buf-
fet begins at 8:45 a.m. and 
requires reservations by 
Saturday, Jan. 9. Info: 
Carol Main at 575-382-
7686, or Carol Smith at 
575-522-3033.

 
Houseplant appreciation: 

10 a.m.-noon, Saturday, 
Jan. 13, Las Cruces Mu-
seums courtyard, 411-501 
North Main St. Learn 
about houseplant care 
and different ways to 
keep indoor plants thriv-
ing. Starter plants and 
unique upcycled plant-
ers will be provided for 
attendees to take home. 
Info: 575-541-2154 or mu-
seums.las-cruces.org.

 
AAUW-LC meeting: 10 

a.m. Saturday, Jan 13, 
Burrell College of  Os-
teopathic Medicine. A 
general meeting of  the 
Las Cruces branch of the 
American Association 
of  University Women 
will incluse a tour of  the 
medical college by Jeff  
Harris, assistant vice 
president for administra-
tion and CIO. AAUW is a 
national advocacy orga-
nization working to em-
power women since 1881. 
Info: lascruces-nm.aauw.
net or aauw.org.

 
Stars-N-Parks: South-

western New Mexico 
residents and visitors 
will have two opportuni-
ties in January to learn 
about the night sky at 
New Mexico state parks. 
Attendees should arrive 
at the park at sunset, so 
they can become familiar 
with their surroundings 
before nightfall. A formal 
presentation on the night 
sky begins approximately 
an hour after sunset, 
followed by telescope ob-
servations. Cost: $5 park 
day-use fee. Suggested 
donation for the program, 
$5 per couple, or $3 per 
individual. Info: www.
Astro-NPO.org.

• Saturday, Jan. 13, 
2018, Rockhound State 
Park

Sunset: 5:23 p.m. Pro-
gram Start: 6:30-8 p.m.

Moon 26.7 days old. 
Sirius is rising in the 
east. Orion is well up. An-
dromeda Galaxy is past 
the meridian. Presenter: 
Mike Nuss

• Saturday, Jan. 20, 
2018, City of  Rocks State 
Park

Sunset: 5:30 p.m., Pro-
gram: 6:40-8:10 p.m.

Moon is 3.5 days old. 
Orion is high in the east 
and Andromeda is high 
in the west. Presenter: 
Bill Nigg

 
Living with Wildlife: 1 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 13, Wild 
Birds Unlimited Nature 
Education Center, 2001 
E. Lohman, Suite 130. 
Presentation on attract-
ing wildlife to a yard. 
Different types of  urban 
wildlife that can be com-
mon visitors to yards, 
their biology, and what 
people can and can’t do 
to limit unwanted spe-
cies. Presented public 
information specialist 
Jeremy Lane New Mexico 
Department of  Game and 
Fish. He holds a master’s 
degree in wildlife biology, 

specializing in herpetol-
ogy (reptiles and am-
phibians), and is an avid 
birdwatcher. Cost: Free.

 
Photography subjects: 

1-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
13, Museum of Art, 491 
N. Main St. Discussion 
of  how and why pho-
tographers choose their 
subjects. Analyze the dif-
ference between artistic 
and documentary pho-
tography and highlight 
specific photographs in 
the exhibition Art in the 
Detail: 20th Century Mas-
ters of  Photography from 
Syracuse University Art 
Galleries. Info: museums.
las-cruces.org.

 
Photo club: Doña Ana 

Photography Club pres-
ents two programs at the 
Southwest Environmental 
Center, 275 N. Main St.

• 9-12 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 13: “Learning About 
Your Camera”, first in a 
five-part series designed 
to teach the basics of  the 
camera, plus hands-on 
help and practice. Pho-
tography boot camps are 
taught by Doña Ana Pho-
tography Club members. 
Classes are open to the 
public.  Cost: $5 per class, 
club members free. Info: 
www.daphotoclub.org or 
email education@dapho-
toclub.org.

• 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16. 
“20 Minutes with Ansel 
Adams” and photo theme 
“Holidays” will be shown. 
Cost: Free. Info: www.da-
photoclub.org.

 
NMSU/Entrepreneur En-

counter: 4-6 p.m. Monday, 
Jan. 15, Bank of the West 
reception room. Guest 
speaker, Sarah Boisvert, 
has extensive experience 
with 3D printing technol-
ogy. She will share about 
the technology and her 
experience starting and 
selling her 3D printing 

business.
 
Driver safety: AARP 

Smart Driver. Cost: $15 for 
AARP members, $20 for 
non-members. Arrive 15 
minutes early to register. 
Bring exact change or 
check made out to AARP.

• 12:45-4:45 p.m. Jan. 
15, Feb. 12 and March 5. 
Senior Circle, behind Wal-
greens on East Lohman. 
Info and reservations: 575-
522-0502.

• 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Jan. 
26, Feb. 24, March 22 and 
April 7. Good Samaritan. 
Info and reservations: 575-
642-2582.

 
Apples to apples: 1-3 p.m., 

Wednesday, Jan. 17, New 
Mexico Farm & Ranch 
Heritage Museum. Prac-
tice observation and mea-
surement skills. Learn 
why we don’t grow most 
apples from seed. Explore 
the botany of apples. This 
program was developed 
with home-school stu-
dents in mind, but is open 
to all children. Recom-
mended for ages 5 to 10, 
and parents/chaperones 
are required to attend. 
Cost: $3 per child/parent. 
Info and reservations: 
LuAnn Kilday at 575-522-
4100.

 
AARP general meeting: 2 

p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17, 
Peace Lutheran Church, 
Bethlehem Room, corner 
of  Locust and Missouri. 
The presentation will be 
on cholesterol by Jamie 
Bronner from Memorial 
Medical Center. All are 
welcome. Bring a dry food 
good for those less fortu-
nate.

 
Contra Dance: 7:30-10:30 

p.m. Friday, Jan. 19, Me-
silla Community Center, 
2251 Calle de Santiago. 
Southern New Mexico 
Music and Dance spon-
sors a contra dance fea-

turing The Muletones, a 
West Texas band, with 
Lonnie Ludeman calling. 
No partner is needed. 
Beginners and newcom-
ers are welcome. Basic 
instruction begins at 7:30 
pm. Cost $6, youth $4. 
Info: 575-522-1691 or www.
snmmds.org.

Pet blessing: 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan 20, parking 
lot of  St. Anthony of the 
Desert Orthodox Mission, 
518 No. Alameda. The 
annual blessing of  pets. 
Fr Gabriel will provide 
take-away writings on the 
spiritual quality of  pets. 
Gift bags courtesy of  Bet-
ter Life Pet Foods.

 
Library Friends: 2 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 20, Good 
Samaritan auditorium, 
3100 Buena Vida Circle. 
Friends of  the Branigan 
Library will hold its an-
nual meeting and elec-
tion of  officers, annual 
reports, refreshments 
and entertainment by 
Las Perlitas del Pueblo 
Ballet Folklorico. The 
public is invited.  Officer 
nominees are are Dennis 
Cherry, president; Marge 
Herberger, vice president; 
Sue Fletcher, secretary; 
and John Jaffee, trea-
surer. Info: Jo Banks at 
at or email josiebanks@
aol.com. To take an active 
part in events sponsored 
by the Friends, contact 
Dennis Cherry at 575-312 
2873 or email cherryden-
nis49@gmail.com. The 
organization currently 
needs a volunteer web-
master to maintain the 
Library Friends website.

 
Antique treasures: 12-4 

p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, 
New Mexico Farm & 
Ranch Heritage Museum. 
Visitors to the museum 
on on this afternoon are 
encouraged to bring their 

SEE COMING UP, PAGE 26
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antiques and heirlooms 
to learn more about them 
and how to preserve them. 
Independent appraisers 
will be on hand, as well 
as antique vendors. The 
public is invited to play 
“Stump the Curator” 
with unusual objects they 
bring with them, and the 
event also includes the 
fun, new exhibit called 
“Form & Function: Ob-
jects with Flair.” Admis-
sion is $5 for adults, $4 for 
senior citizens, and $3 for 
children 4 to 17.

 
Bridal, event planning: 11 

a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
28, Las Cruces Convention 
Center, 680 E University 
Ave. Las Cruces Bridal & 
Special Events Showcase 
features a variety of  local 
businesses and service 
providers will be onsite 
to present options and 
ideas for event planning. 
Wedding photographers, 
caterers, venue repre-
sentatives, limousine 
companies, travel profes-
sionals, rental companies, 
DJ services, dressmakers, 
tuxedo rentals and others 
will participate. Cost: $5 in 
advance at Renee’s Bridal, 
Enchanted Occasions, or 
at www.LasCrucesBrid-
alShowcase.com. Admis-
sion will be $7 at the door 
on the day of  the event. 

 
Desert Owls: 1-3 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 31, New 
Mexico Farm & Ranch 
Heritage Museum. This 
program will focus on 
owls:  what they eat, how 
they fly, and the different 
kinds we have here in the 
Chihuahuan Desert.  Chil-
dren will be dissecting 
owl pellets and hopefully 
viewing the museum’s 
owls with a spotting scope 
for a closer look. This pro-

gram was developed with 
home-school students in 
mind, but is open to all 
children. Recommended 
for children ages 8 to 12 
and parents/chaperones 
are required to attend. 
The fee is $3 per child/
parent. Info and reserva-
tions: LuAnn Kilday at 
575-522-4100.

 
ONGOING 

Aquatic Center: Through 
April 29, 2018, the fol-
lowing hours will be in 
effect at the Las Cruces 
Regional Aquatic Center, 
1401 E. Hadley Ave. 6 a.m. 
8:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 8 a.m.-7:30 p.m., 
Saturday; Closed Sundays. 
Info: 575-541-2782. 

Big Daddy’s Flea Market: 7 
a.m.-2 p.m., Saturdays and 
Sundays, 5580 Bataan Me-
morial East, Hwy. 70 East. 
Info: 575-382-9404. 

Blankets needed: The 
Gospel Rescue Mission 
has a critical need for 
blankets. They may be do-
nated at either the Gospel 
Rescue Mission Clothing 
Room, 1416 S. Solano Ave., 
or at the mission, 1050 W. 
Amador Ave. Hours are 
9-11 a.m. Monday and 
Friday and 9-11 a.m. and 
3-5 p.m. Wednesday. Info: 
575-642-9619.

Bridge games and lessons: 
12:30-3:45 p.m. Monday-
Friday, Belton Bridge 
Center, 1214 Madrid Ave. 
Bridge games open to all 
players for $6. If  you need 
a partner, call Dave Allen, 
635-6486, Monday and 
Thursday; Linda Spen-
gler, 621-0997, Tuesday 
and Friday; and Barbara 
Houseknecht, 523-5757, 
Wednesday. Tuesday 
morning bridge education 
for free, 10 a.m., call Dixie 
Binning, 575-267-1918. The 
club offers two games 

that are limited to players 
with fewer than 50 master 
points at 12:15 p.m. Tues-
day and a mini-game from 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Satur-
day, call 786-338-5970. Club 
info: 575-524-3031.

Elite Business Builders: 
8:30-10 a.m. Wednesdays, 
Sonoma Ranch Grill, 1274 
Golf  Club Road. Open 
networking, questions 
and answers, coffee and 
water with food available 
to order. Bring business 
cards. Info: Cheryl 575-524-
1201 or 520-730-4456.

Farmers and crafts market: 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Satur-
days, Plaza de Las Cruces. 

La Frontera store: La 
Frontera, a seller of  
fair-trade items made 
by women from the bor-
der area and Mexico, 
is located at Nopalito’s 
Galeria, 326 S. Mesquite 
St., in Las Cruces and will 
be open every Saturday 
through Dec. 30. Pro-
ceeds from sales go to the 
women who produce the 
products, which include 
oil cloth aprons and tote 
bags, guerilla prayer flags, 
clothing and household 
items. Info: lafrontera-
fairtrade@gmail.com. 

Las Colcheras Quilt Guild: 
6:30 p.m., the third Mon-
day at the American 
Legion Post 10 Hall, 1185 
Madrid Ave. Guests wel-
come. The guild offers 
quilt lessons, community 
service opportunities, 
sew-ins, an active out-
reach program and a 
biennial quilt show. Info: 
lascolcherasqg@aol.com 
or 575-521-0521. 

Las Cruces Civitan Club: 
Meets noon the second 
Tuesday and 6 p.m. fourth 
Tuesday, Los Compas Res-
taurant, 1120 Commerce 
Drive. Info: 575-649-0165.

LC Young Pros: Third 
Tuesday, Las Cruces 
Young Professionals, 
Beck’s Coffee House, 
130 N. Mesquite St. Grab 
some coffee with fellow 
young professionals for a 
quick presentation about 
business or organization. 
Info and RSVP: www.face-
book.com/lascrucesyp.

Model Railroad Club: 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. third Satur-
day, Southern New Mex-
ico Fair Grounds, White 
Quonset Hut. Info: Mike 
Fifer, 575-526-8834

Old Mesilla’s Mercado: 11 
a.m.-8 p.m., Fridays and 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sundays on 
the historic plaza in Me-
silla. Find hand-crafted 
jewelry, original artwork 
and locally grown pro-
duce.

Order of the Purple Heart: 6 
p.m., first Monday, Ameri-
can Legion #10, hall 1185. 
Mesilla Valley #2004 Mili-
tary Order of  the Purple 
Heart meets. Info: 575-496-
1312 or 575-644-1045. 

Pre-K programs: 9-10 a.m. 
every Thursday, Museum 
of Nature & Science, 411 
N. Main St. Exploration 
designed for preschoolers. 
No registration required. 
Parents asked to stay with 
their children throughout 
the program. Cost: Free. 
Info: 575-522-3120 or visit 
museums.las-cruces.org. 

Science radio: Noon-1 
p.m. Tuesdays, KTAL 
community radio, 101.5 
FM. Dr. Vince Gutschick, 
a career scientist affili-
ated with the Las Cruces 
Academy since 2007, 
brings insights in chemis-
try, physics, and biology 
and the insights of  his 
on-air guests. Current 
news, implications of  sci-
ence for society, scientific 
personalities to grand 

theories, and things you 
can try at home all get 
covered. The program is 
streamed live at lccommu-
nityradio.org. Listeners 
and other commenters 
can reach Gutschick at 
vince@lascrucesacademy.
org or 575-571-2269, by text 
rather than voice during 
the show.

Shriners: Las Cruces 
Shriners meet the second 
Monday, 1150 W. Brown. 
All Shriners are invited. 
Info: 575-526-8396.

Soroptimists: Noon, sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day, Good Samaritan 
Village, 3010 Buena Vida 
Circle. Soroptimist Inter-
national of  Las Cruces 
is a women’s advocacy 
group. Info: silascruces@
soroptimist.net.

Soroptimist International: 
Noon the second and 
fourth Wednesday at 
Good Samaritan Society-
Las Cruces Village, 3010 
Buena Vida Circle. Sorop-
timist International of  
Las Cruces is a women’s 
advocacy group. Info: 
silascruces@soroptimist.
net.

STEM camp donations: 
American Association 
of  University Women 
needs community, cor-
porate, individual and 
in-kind contributions to 
help support a weeklong 
residential summer camp 
focused on Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) for current 
seventh-grade girls in 
June at New Mexico Tech 
in Socorro. Donations are 
tax-deductible and can be 
made by credit card on 
the donation page of  the 
website, http://techtrek-
nm.aauw.net. Mail checks 
to AAUW Tech Trek NM 
Donations, PO Box 251, 
Placitas, NM 87043.

Swap meet spaces: 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. first Saturday 
of  each month. Beverly 
Hills Hall and Cantina 
Swap Meet Sundays. 
10-by-10 spots are avail-
able. Outdoor spots, $10; 
indoor spots $20; patio 
spots, $15. Info: Victor, 
575-621-9164.

Toastmaster Club: 7-8 
a.m. every Tuesday, Doña 
Ana Community College 
Workforce Center Solu-
tions, 2345 Nevada Ave. 
If  you are interested in 
improving your public 
speaking and leadership 
skills, attend a meeting to 
learn how this organiza-
tion can benefit you. Info: 
clobato@nmsu.edu, or 
visit www.toastmasters.
org.

Toastmasters Club: 7-8 
p.m. Wednesdays, Good 
Samaritan Society-Las 
Cruces Village commu-
nity center, Kiva Room, 
3100 Buena Vida Circle. 
Info: 575-642-0032, email 
lascrucestoastmasters@
gmail.com or visit Toast-
masters International 
website www.toastmas-
ters.org.

Ukulele kids club: 10:30-
11:15 a.m. second and 
fourth Saturday, El Cal-
vario United Methodist 
Church, 300 N. Campo St., 
just east of  the downtown 
post office. Cost: free to 
elementary-school-age 
children who want to 
learn to play; loaner 
ukuleles available. No 
experience is necessary. 
Info: www.lascrucesukes.
blogspot.com, www.face-
book.com/lascrucesukes, 
or 575-405-7133.

Please send your events 
and announcements to 
editor@lascrucesbulletin.
com the Thursday before 
the desired Friday publi-
cation. 

COMING UP
CONTINUED FROM 25
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The Las Cruces Bulletin off ers the New Mexico State 
University football team and Aggie fans everywhere 
hearty congratulations on victory in the 2017 Arizona 
Bowl. Everybody Aggie Up!

AGGIES!AGGIES!

AGGIES!AGGIES!

GOOOOOOOGOOOOOOO
AGGIES!AGGIES!



For Lease
1314 East Idaho
Retail Location
767 Sq. Feet
Please call

575-526-8116

Commercial Rentals

El Toro says, “Shop at

 BIG DADDY’S
Flea Market”

Open Saturday & Sunday
5580 Bataan Memorial East

Hwy. 70 East of Las Cruces  575-382-9404

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SALE

Notice is hereby given that
the following property shall
be sold at public auction or
otherwise disposed of in
satisfaction of lien in accord-
ance with the New Mexico
Self Storage Lien Act.

To be held at:
DISCOUNT SELF STOR-

VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! Cut your drug
costs! SAVE $$! 50 Pills for
$99.00. FREE Shipping!
100% Guaranteed and
Discreet .  CALL 1-
844-797-6548

Jamie Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Karl Ludwig
1941 Santa Inez
Las Cruces, NM 88011

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 708 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
satisfy our lien in the
amount of $480.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

The contents of the unit
consist of:
Chairs, Ladder, Tires, Misc.

Date of Auction: January 23,
2018 at 10 am

Life Alert. 24/7. One press
of a button sends help
FAST! Med5,ical, Fire, Bur-
glar. Even if you can't
reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL
800-644-2630

Miscellaneous

For sale Ford F150 Pickup,
loaded, 55,000 miles, ex-
cellent condition. Must
s e e !  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 .
575-590-4470.

The Village of Hatch is
accepting employment ap-
plications for a Public
Works Technician. This is
a full-time position that
requires occasional late
working hours, overtime,
and on call duties. The
position is entry level with
six (6) month probation.
Applications will be accep-
ted until 5:00pm on Janu-
ary 5, 2018. Applications
and job description are
available at www.villageof
hatch.org or by coming
into administrative office
located at 133 N. Franklin
St. Hatch, NM 87937.

Vans / Trucks /
Buses

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Mountain Music
2330 S. Valley Drive

523-0603
NEW & USED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

New Crafter acoustic guitar HTE-250N ...............$499
(3) Paul Reed Smith 
electric guitars w/cases........................$1,150-1,380
Kettler A-style mandolin – TF2 model...............$2,300
Music Man sub pass guitar “2003” ....................$920
Ampeg 4x10 bass cabinet SVT HLF .....................$400
Italian-style keyed accordion w/case .................$600
Fender ruble 200 bass amp combo ......................$345
Fender strat special w/case ...............................$660
Ibanez artcore hollow body w/tremelo, case ......$460
Epiphone Sheritan II hollow body w/case ...........$460
Besson trombone w/case ...................................$200
Bundy fl ute ........................................................$200

Half-price String Sets Sat. & Sun. Each Week!

CHECK US OUT ON 
CRAIG’S LIST & FACEBOOK

1973 Redman 12x60 mo-
bile home for sale, 2bdrm,
1bath, W/D hookups,
$ 4 0 0 0  O B O .
575-993-6269.

Manufactured
Housing

HughesNet: Gen4 satellite
internet is ultrafast and
secure. Plans as low as
$39.99 in select areas. Call
1-844-781-1139 now to get
a $50 Gift Card!

Exede Satellite Internet.
Affordable, high speed
broadband satellite inter-
net anywhere in the U.S.
Order now and save $100.
P l a n s  s t a r t  a t
$ 3 9 . 9 9 / m o n t h .  C a l l
1-800-476-0029

NOTICE is hereby given
that on June 17, 2015, Alma
T. Lerma and Jeff Griffith,
895 Three Hawks Road, Las
Cruces, NM 88007, filed
application numbered
LRG-14947 POD1, OSE
File No. LRG-16772-1, with
the State Engineer for Permit
to Change Point of Diver-
sion within the Lower Rio
Grande Underground Water
Basin in Doña Ana County
by discontinuing the use of
well LRG-12337, also
known as LRSO4-0090, lo-
cated within the NW1/4 SE1/4

NW1/4 of projected Section
25, Township 24 South,
Range 2 East, NMPM, and
more specifically described
where Latitude and Longi-
tude intersect at 32° 11'
41.01"N, 106° 41' 43.64"W
(WGS84), on land owned by
Pritchett Revocable Trust,
and instead using existing
domestic well LRG-14947
POD1, previously drilled to
a depth of 120 feet for
4-inch casing, located within
the SE1/4 NE1/4 SE1/4 of
projected Section 26, Town-
ship 24 South, Range 2 East,
NMPM, and more specifi-
cally described where Lati-
tude and Longitude intersect
at 32° 11' 45.81"N, 106° 42'
4.18"W (WGS84), on land
owned by the applicants, for
the continued diversion of an
amount of water reserved for
future determination by the
May 24, 1999 Order of the
Third Judicial District Court,
Doña Ana County, State of
New Mexico, combined with
surface water from the
Elephant Butte Irrigation
District, for the irrigation of
3.73 acres of land, owned by
the applicants, located with-
in the NW1/4 of projected
Section 25, Township 24

DISH Network. 190+
Channels. FREE Install.
FREE Hopper HD-DVR.
$49.99/month (24 mos)
Add High Speed Internet -
$14.95 (where avail.) CALL
Today & SAVE 25%!
1-855-404-4306

For Lease On
West Hadley
Commercial
Warehouses

Up to 2000 sq. ft.
available. Garage Doors,
Heat/AC & Restrooms.

Please Call
575-526-8116

The Las Cruces Bulletin is
seeking a part-time truck
driver to drive a 26-foot
delivery truck once a week
to El Paso and back.
Driver would need to be
available Thursday morn-
ing from 7 a.m. to noon
and, ideally, an hour on
Wednesday afternoon.
Should be able to use
pallet jack and move
pallets. For information,
contact the Bulletin pub-
lisher, Richard Coltharp, at
524-8061 or richard
@lascrucesbulletin.com.
The Bulletin is an equal
opportunity employer.

Jamie Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Anthony M. Reali
2930 Claude Dove Dr. # 17
Las Cruces, NM 88011

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 25 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
satisfy our lien in the
amount of $310.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

The contents of the unit
consist of:
Tent, Clothes, Fishing Poles
& Nets, Tubs

Date of Auction: January 23,
2018 at 10 am
Place: Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr., Las
Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2-Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575) 525-2927

Dates: 01/05, 01/12, 2018

Commercial Rentals

Help Wanted
Part-Time

Safe Step Walk-In Tub
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom
falls can be fatal. Ap-
proved by Arthritis Foun-
dation. Therapeutic Jets.
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In.
Wide Door. Anti-Slip
Floors. American Made.
Installation Included. Call
800-296-0427 for $750 Off.

Legal Notice

DONATE YOUR CAR,
TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Tak-
en Care Of. CALL
1-800-948-7239

Brunswick oversize 8ft
pool table in great condi-
tion with new green cloth
and accessories, $1200
OBO. 575-496-7856.

Sporting Goods
DIRECTV. Call & Switch
Now - Get NFL Sunday
Ticket for FREE! Every
Game. Every Sunday.
CHOICETM All-Included
Package. Over 185 Chan-
nels. $60/month (for 12
Months.) 1- 888-758-5998

NOTICE is hereby given
that on December 7, 2017,
Lia Shay and Clever Mi-
chael Hooper, 725 North
Fairacres Road, Las Cruces,
NM 88005 filed application
numbered
LRG-15687-POD2, OSE
File No. LRG-15687-1, with
the State Engineer for Permit
to Change an Existing Water
Right within the Lower Rio
Grande Underground Water
Basin in Doña Ana County
by discontinuing the use of
well LRG-15687-POD1 lo-
cated at X=1,456,531
Y=473,163 ft. NMSP, Cen-
tral Zone, NAD83, on land
owned by Lia Shay and
Clever Micheal Hooper and
drilling replacement well
LRG-15687-POD2 to a
depth of 250 feet with 8-inch
casing to be located at
approximately
X=1,456,501.9 Y=473,191.5
on land owned by the
applicants for the continued
diversion of an amount of
water determined by the
May 24, 1999 Order of the
Third Judicial District Court,
Doña Ana County, State of
NM, combined with surface
water from the EBID for
irrigation of 2.8 acres of land
owned by the applicant
located within Pt. NW1/4 and
NE1/4 of projected Sec 21,
T23S, R01E, NMPM as
described by Subfile No.:
LRN-28-012-0007 (A) of
the Lower Rio Grande
Hydrographic Survey. Pro-
posed replacement well
LRG-15687-POD2 will be
located west of Las Cruces
at the physical address of
725 Fairacres Road.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (objection must be
legible, signed, and include
the writer's complete name,
phone number and mailing
address). The objection to
the approval of the applica-
tion must be based on: (1)
Impairment; if impairment,
you must specifically identi-
fy your water rights; and/or
(2) Public Welfare/Conser-
vation of Water; if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show how you will be
substantially and specifically

New Mexico State
University-
Facilities and Services,
seeks a Laborer-For fur-
ther information and to
apply online visit our web-
site at http://jobs.nmsu.ed
u/postings/30290 Req. #
1700645S. NMSU is an
equal opportunity and affir-
mative action employer.

Stop OVERPAYING for
your prescriptions! SAVE!
Call our licensed Canadian
and International pharma-
cy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first
p r e s c r i p t i o n !  C A L L
1-800-661-3783 Promo
Code CDC201625

FREON R12 WANTED:
CERTIFIED BUYER will
PICK UP and PAY CA$H
for R12 cylinders or cases
of cans. (312) 291-9169;
www.refrigerantfinders.co
m

SOCIAL SECURITY DISA-
BILITY BENEFITS. Unable
to work? Denied benefits?
We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gor-
don & Associates at
1-800-591-5109 to start
your application today!

Want to Buy
Advertise your driver jobs
in 24 New Mexico newspa-
pers for only $100. Your
25-word classified ad will
reach more than 181,000
readers. Call this newspa-
per to place your ad or log
onto www.nmpress.org for
more information.

Meet singles right now! No
paid operators, just real
people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live.
Try it free. Call now:
844-881-5413

Got an older car, boat or
RV? Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane
S o c i e t y .  C a l l  1 -
800-316-0265

South, Range 2 East,
NMPM, and within the NE
1/4of projected Section 26,
Township 24 South, Range 2
East, NMPM, as described
b y  S u b f i l e  N o . :
LRS-28-004-0181 of the
Lower Rio Grande Hydro-
graphic Survey. The replace-
ment well LRG-14947
POD1 is located north of
Mesquite, NM and may be
found at the physical address
of 895 Three Hawks Road,
Las Cruces, NM 88007.
D i s c o n t i n u e d  w e l l
LRG-12337 (LRSO4-0090)
will be retained for other
rights.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (objection must be
legible, signed, and include
the writer's complete name,
phone number and mailing
address). The objection to
the approval of the applica-
tion must be based on: (1)
Impairment; if impairment,
you must specifically identi-
fy your water rights; and/or
(2) Public Welfare/Conser-
vation of Water; if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show how you will be
substantially and specifically
affected. The written protest
must be filed, in triplicate,
with the State Engineer,
1680 Hickory Loop, Suite J,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
within ten (10) days after the
date of the last publication
of this Notice. Facsimiles
(faxes) will be accepted as a
valid protest as long as the
hard copy is hand-delivered
or mailed and postmarked
within 24-hours of the
facsimile. Mailing postmark
will be used to validate the
24-hour period. Protests can
be faxed to the Office of the
S t a t e  E n g i n e e r ,
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 72 NMSA
1978.

Dates: 01/05, 01/12, 01/19,
2018

Place: Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr., Las
Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2-Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575) 525-2927

Dates: 01/05, 01/12, 2018

affected. The written protest
must be filed, in triplicate,
with the State Engineer,
1680 Hickory Loop, Suite J,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
within ten (10) days after the
date of the last publication
of this Notice. Facsimiles
(faxes) will be accepted as a
valid protest as long as the
hard copy is hand-delivered
or mailed and postmarked
within 24-hours of the
facsimile. Mailing postmark
will be used to validate the
24-hour period. Protests can
be faxed to the Office of the
S t a t e  E n g i n e e r ,
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 72 NMSA
1978.

Dates: 01/05, 01/12, 01/19,
2018
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STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

CV-2017-3135
Judge: Arrieta

IN THE MATTER OF
THE PETITION
OF MANUELA
FRAGOSO
FOR CHANGE OF
NAME

AMENDED NOTICE OF
PETITION TO CHANGE
NAME

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that Manuela Esqui-
vel Fragoso, a resident of the
City of Las Cruces, County
of Doña Ana, State of New

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2016-02567

WELLS FARGO FINAN-
CIAL NEW MEXICO,
INC., Plaintiff,

v.

BENJAMIN MADRID;
JACOB KURIAN, Defend-
ants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

Case No.:
D-307-CV-2017-00288

MIDFIRST BANK, Plain-
tiff,

vs.

ISABEL MENDEZ, JU-
LIA Q. MENDEZ; THE
UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA BY AND
THROUGH THE SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT; THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA
BY AND THROUGH THE
SECRETARY OF HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT ; Defend-
ants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 902 Hess Terrace,
Las Cruces, NM 880052175,
and more particularly descri-
bed as follows:

LOTS NUMBERED 30, 31,
32 AND 33 IN BLOCK
NUMBERED 3 OF AMEN-
DED PLAT OF HESS
TERRACE IN PETERSON
PLACE, LAS CRUCES,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO, AS THE
SAME IS SHOWN AND
DESIGNATED ON THE
PLAT OF SAID AMEN-

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2015-02233

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A.,
Plaintiff,

v.

TERI PECOTTE; MI-
CHAEL G. LOPEZ; OC-
CUPANTS OF THE
PROPERTY; Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 5254 Nana Trail,
Las Cruces, NM 88012, and
more particularly described
as follows:

LOT 43, BLOCK 3, MESA
LA JOLLA SUBDIVISION
UNIT NO. 2, IN DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT THEREOF,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON NO-
VEMBER 23, 1988, IN
BOOK 15 PAGE(S)
372-373 OF PLAT RE-
CORDS. 1995 TOWN AND
COUNTRY 60.1 X 27.5
DOUBLEWIDE SERIAL
#CTC95069AB If there is a
conflict between the legal
description and the street
address, the legal description
shall control. The sale is to
begin at 10:45 AM on

February 1, 2018, Third
Judicial District Courthouse,
City of Las Cruces, County
of Doña Ana, State of New
Mexico, at which time I will
sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash, in lawful
currency of the United States
of America, the Property to
pay expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the foreclosure De-
fault Judgment In Rem
granted on October 30, 2017
in the total amount of
$102,097.74 with interest at
the rate of 5.375% per
annum from July 21, 2017
through the date of the sale.
The sale is subject to the
entry of an Order by this
Court approving the sale.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, and all taxes and
utility liens, special assess-
ments and taxes that may be
due. Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A., its attorneys, and the
undersigned Special Master,
disclaim all responsibility
for, and the purchaser at the
sale takes the property "as
is," in its present condition,
subject to the valuation of
the property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert Doyle
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM
87181
1NM-15-664243-JUD
IDSPub #0134761
12/15/2017 12/22/2017
12/29/2017 1/5/2018

known as 9486 Dragonfly
Ave, Las Cruces, NM
88012, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED B OF
HONDO TRACTS NO. 8,
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEX-
ICO, AS THE SAME IS
SHOWN AND DESIGNA-
TED ON THE PLAT OF
SAID HONDO TRACTS
NO. 8, FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK OF DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
ON APRIL 8, 1988 IN
PLAT BOOK 15, FOLIO
187.

If there is a conflict between
the legal description and the
street address, the legal
description shall control.
The sale is to begin at 10:45
AM on February 15, 2018,
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash, in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the foreclosure Stipu-
lated & Default Judgment In
Rem granted on December
8, 2017 in the total amount
of $48,988.09 with interest
at the rate of 4.500% per
annum from October 20,
2017 through the date of the
sale. The sale is subject to
the entry of an Order by this
Court approving the sale.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, and all taxes and
utility liens, special assess-
ments and taxes that may be
due. Wells Fargo Financial
New Mexico, Inc., its attor-
neys, and the undersigned
Special Master, disclaim all
responsibility for, and the
purchaser at the sale takes
the property "as is," in its
present condition, subject to
the valuation of the property
by the County Assessor as
real or personal property,
affixture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real

Las Cruces, NM 88004
Unit items consist of:
HEADBOARD, KIDS &
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS,
MISC.

Unit 418
Cyndi Davis
P.O. Box 15058
Las Cruces, NM 88004
Unit items consist of:
WOOD FURNITURE,
WASHER, KIDS ITEMS,
MISC.

Unit 447
JOSE NEVAREZ
920 Poplar Avenue
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Unit items consist of:
WOOD FURNITURE,
HEAD BOARD & FOOT
BOARD, CRIB.

Unit 494
ANGELA ZAMORA
1560 Dodgen Court #A
Las Cruces, NM 88007
Unit items consist of: GUI-
TAR CASES, VINTAGE
BIKES, REPTILE TANK,
MISC.

Unit 522
Roseann Ortega
P.O. Box 2905
Big Spring, TX 79721
Unit items consist of: TOOL
CHEST, MISC. ELEC-
TRONICS, FURNITURE,
KIDS ITEMS, MISC
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

Unit 580
HOPE GARCIA
P.O. 1101
Dona Ana, NM 88032
Unit items consist of: PING
PONG TABLE, CAR AMP
AND BASS SPEAKER,
TV, CLOTHING, MISC.
ITEMS.

Unit 648
ROECHEL WALL
533 Adobe Lane
Las Cruces, NM 88007
Unit items consist of:
COUCH, TABLE &
CHAIRS, END TABLES.

Unit 680
ASHLEY THURMAN
1955 Colorado, Apt #38
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Unit items consist of: KIDS
TOYS, HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS.

Unit 713
DESIREE JUAREZ
4093 Mojave Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Unit items consist of: CHIL-
DREN'S FURNITURE,
MISC.

Unit 728
CONSTANCE YOUNG
5475 Porter Avenue #81
Las Cruces, NM 88012
Unit items consist of: RE-

AGE
2499 EL CAMINO REAL
LAS CRUCES, NM 88007
575 382-0000

ON SATURDAY, JANU-
ARY 20th, 2018 BEGIN-
NING AT 10:00 am
SIGN IN AT 9:30 am

THE ENTIRE CON-
TENTS OF STORAGE
UNITS:
041, 054, 057, 262, 311,
318, 385, 418, 447, 494,
522, 580, 648, 680, 713,
728, 755, 791, 800, 814, 808
Tenant addresses are "last
known."

Unit 41
CYNTHIA ZARAGOZA
1326 Bon Burt Lane
Las Cruces NM 88005
Unit items consist of:
LARGE AIR COMPRES-
SOR, HAND TOOLS,
SCAFFOLDING, TABLE
SAW, 3 WHEEL BAR-
ROWS.

Unit 54
SHARLOTTE TELLEZ
414 Monterey Drive
Las Cruces NM 88005
Unit items consist of: OLD
FASHION WASHER,
TOOLS, LIVING ROOM
SET, AIR TANKS, MISC.
ITEMS

Unit 57
EDUARDO AGUILAR
1480 Casa Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88007
Unit items consist of: 2
SOFAS, 2 DRESSERS,
KIDS TOYS, FLAT
SCREEN TV, MISC.

Unit 262
JAVIER CHAVEZ
200 Cervantes Village, Apt
#B9
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Unit items consist of: FLAT
SCREEN TV, 2 BICY-
CLES, HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS.

Unit 311
SANDRA HERNANDEZ
908 Myrtle Street
Truth or Consequences, NM
87901
Unit items consist of: JEW-
ELRY DISPLAY, UNIQUE
TRUNKS, MISC.

Unit 318
MICHAEL OTERO
615 Dyne Avenue
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Unit items consist of: CA-
SES OF WATER, SODA,
COMMERCIAL FAN, HOT
WHEELS CARS, WOOD-
EN TRAIN WHISTLES.

Unit 385
ERIKA RODRIGUEZ
P.O. Box 593

property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE
AND THE CONDITION
OF THE PROPERTY
AND TO CONSULT
THEIR OWN ATTOR-
NEY BEFORE BIDDING.

By: Robert Doyle
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
1NM-16-747210-JUD
IDSPub #0134993

12/22/2017 12/29/2017
1/5/2018 1/12/2018

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

No. D-307-PB-2017-144
Judge Manuel I. Arrieta

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE
OF
MARIAN E. COLLINS
and
ROBERT F. COLLINS,
DECEASED

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Marian E. Collins, de-
ceased, and Robert F. Col-
lins, deceased, and all per-
sons having claims against
said Estate are required to
present their claims within
two (2) months after the date
of the first publication of
this Notice or the claims will
be forever barred. Claims
must be presented either to
the undersigned at: Janice C.
Sherman, P.O. Box 1389,
Las Cruces, NM 88004 or
filed with the Clerk of the
above entitled Court of Doña
Ana County, New Mexico.

/s/ Janice C. Sherman
Janice C. Sherman
P.O. Box 1389
Las Cruces, NM 88004

Dates: 12/29,2017, 01/05,
01/12, 2018

FRIGERATOR, REAR
SUSPENSION, GLASS
TOP TABLE, LEATHER-
COVERED DOG HOUSE,
MISC.

Unit 755
JULIE MAGEE
10 Young Court
Alamogordo, NM 88310
Unit items consist of:
SLICKS AND RIMS,
CHILDREN'S TOYS,
BOOM BOX, MICRO-
WAVE, MISC.

Unit 791
ROSALINDA MONTEPE-
QUE
1500 E Madrid Avenue
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Unit items consist of: FLAT
SCREEN TV, DRESSER,
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS,
CLOTHING.

Unit 800
LIZA MEZA
1445 Sacramento Street
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Unit items consist of: CAR
SEAT, STROLLER, AIR
MATTRESS.

Unit 814
YOLANDA HORTON
4308 Gleneagle Drive #B
Midland, TX 79707
Unit items consist of: SAM-
SUNG WASHER-DRYER,
DINING & KITCHEN
FURNITURE, LEATHER
CHAIRS, MISC.

Unit 808 combined from
multiple abandon units and
Previously occupied Unit
703
ANGELICA MONTOYA
2100 Desert Drive #21
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Unit items consist of: BOX-
ES, CHEST OF DRAW-
ERS, PURSES.

Dates: 01/05, 01/12, 2018

Mexico, and over the age of
fourteen years, has filed a
Petition to Change Name in
the District Third Judicial
District Court, Doña Ana
County, New Mexico, where
she seeks to change her
name from Manuela Esquie-
vel Fragoso to Nellie Frago-
so, and that this petition will
be heard before the Honora-
ble Manuel I. Arrieta, Dis-
trict Judge, on the 31st day
of January, 2018, at the
hour of 11:00 a.m. at the
Third Judicial District Coun-
ty Courthouse, 201 W.
Picacho Avenue, Las Cru-
ces, New Mexico.

D a t e s :  1 2 / 2 8 / 2 0 1 7 ,
01/05/2018
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STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

Case No.:
D-307-CV-2016-00833

FEDERAL NATIONAL

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

Case No.:
D-307-CV-2017-03059

MIDFIRST BANK, Plain-
tiff,

vs.

ELIZABETH ARMEN-
DARIZ, NEW MEXICO
TAXATION AND REVE-
NUE DEPARTMENT, De-
fendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 5231 Creek Trl.,
Las Cruces, NM 88012, and
more particularly described
as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 35C IN
BLOCK NUMBERED 11
OF ELEPHANT BUTTE
LAND & TRUST CO.
S U B D I V I S I O N  " C "
AMENDMENT NO. ONE

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
SECOND JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

Case No.:
D-307-CV-2016-01406

NATIONSTAR MORT-
GAGE LLC, Plaintiff,

vs.

LENSI R. URIOSTE AKA
LENSI SHAKRA; THE
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
LENSI R. URIOSTE AKA
LENSI SHAKRA, Defend-
ants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 3805 Jade Ave-
nue, Las Cruces, NM 88012,
and more particularly descri-
bed as follows:

LOT 8A, BLOCK 3, LAS
COLINAS SUBDIVISION,
PHASE ONE, REPLAT
NUMBER 3, IN THE CITY
OF LAS CRUCES, DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT THEREOF,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON MAY
25, 1989, IN BOOK 16
PAGE 84 OF PLAT RE-
CORDS.

If there is a conflict between
the legal description and the
street address, the legal
description shall control.
The sale is to begin at 10:45
am on February 1, 2018,
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Dona
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash, in lawful currency
of the United States of

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

NO. D-307-CV-2017-00869

DOVENMUEHLE
MORTGAGE, INC.,
Plaintiff,

v.

ROBERT B. BROWN,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
Special Master will on
January 23, 2018 at 11:45
am, outside the main en-
trance of the 3rd Judicial
District Courthouse, 201 W.
Picacho, Las Cruces, NM,
sell and convey to the
highest bidder for cash all
the right, title, and interest of
the above-named defendants
in and to the following
described real estate located
in said County and State:

Lot 17 & Pond C, Block C,
Corazon Del Valle Subdivi-
sion, in the County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
as shown and designated on
the Plat thereof, filed in the
Office of the County Clerk
of said county as Plat No.
4363 on 05/02/2006 in Book
21 Page(s) 601-05 of Plat
Records.

The address of the real
property is 1672 Neleigh
Loop, Las Cruces, NM
88007. Plaintiff does not
represent or warrant that the
stated street address is the
street address of the descri-
bed property; if the street
address does not match the
legal description, then the
property being sold herein is
the property more particular-
ly described above, not the
property located at the street
address; any prospective
purchaser at the sale is given
notice that it should verify
the location and address of
the property being sold. Said
sale will be made pursuant
to the judgment entered on
September 29, 2017 in the
above entitled and numbered

DED PLAT OF HESS
TERRACE IN PETERSON
PLACE, FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK OF DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
ON MARCH 28, 1941 IN
PLAT BOOK 3, FOLIO 68.

If there is a conflict between
the legal description and the
street address, the legal
description shall control.
The sale is to begin at 10:45
AM on February 1, 2018,
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Dona
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash, in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the foreclosure Judg-
ment granted on May 22,
2017 in the total amount of
$131,921.59 with interest at
the rate of 4.00% per annum
from March 28, 2017
through the date of the sale.
The sale is subject to the
entry of an Order by this
Court approving the sale.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, and all taxes and
utility liens, special assess-
ments and taxes that may be
due. Midfirst Bank, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE

OF THE TRACT HEREIN
DESCRIBED, MARKED
BY A FOUND IRON ROD;
THENCE N 00 DEGREES
00 MINUTES 27 SEC-
ONDS E, 329.82 FEET TO
AN THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF THE TRACT
HEREIN DESCRIBED,
MARKED BY A FOUND
IRON ROD; THENCE S 89
DEGREES 55 MINUTES
00 SECONDS E, 330.05
FEET ALONG THE
SOUTH LINE OF A FOR-
TY FOOT ROAD EASE-
MENT TO THE TO THE
PLACE AND POINT OF
BEGINNING, CONTAIN-
ING 2.500 ACRES OF
LAND, MORE OR LESS,
AND SUBJECT TO EASE-
MENTS OF RECORD AND
SUCH AS MAY EXIST ON
THE GROUND, Including a
1983 CAVCO Manufactured
Home, VIN: UNKNOWN.

If there is a conflict between
the legal description and the
street address, the legal
description shall control.
The sale is to begin at 10:45
am on February 15, 2018,
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash, in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the foreclosure Judg-
ment in Rem granted on
November 7, 2017 in the
total amount of $78,855.14
with interest at the rate of
9.625% per annum from
June 5, 2017 through the
date of the sale. The sale is
subject to the entry of an
Order by this Court approv-
ing the sale.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, and all taxes and
utility liens, special assess-
ments and taxes that may be
due. Federal National Mort-
gage Association ("Fannie
Mae"), A Corporation Or-
ganized And Existing Under
The Laws Of The United
States Of America, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured

MORTGAGE ASSOCIA-
TION ("FANNIE MAE"),
A CORPORATION OR-
GANIZED AND EXIST-
ING UNDER THE LAWS
OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,

vs.

SANDRA LEE; SISBAR-
RO BUICK GMC, INC. ;
STATE OF NEW MEXI-
CO TAXATION AND
REVENUE DEPART-
MENT; DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY IN-
TERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE; AND OCCU-
PANTS OF THE PROP-
ERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 4156 Las Piedras
Rd, Las Cruces, NM 88001,
and more particularly descri-
bed as follows:

A 2.500 ACRE TRACT OF
LAND SITUATE SOUTH
OF LAS CRUCES, DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS PART OF
LOT 12, BLOCK 7 OF THE
ELEPHANT BUTTE LAND
AND TRUST COMPANY
SUBDIVISION B. PLAT
FILED JUNE 2, 1911 IN
PLAT RECORD 4, PAGE
24, DOÑA ANA COUNTY
RECORDS AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: BEGINNING AT
THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER OF THE TRACT
HEREIN DESCRIBED,
MARKED BY A FOUND
IRON ROD, WHENCE
THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER OF LOT 12, BLOCK
7, OF THE AFOREMEN-
TIONED SUBDIVISION
BEARS S 89 DEGREES 55
MINUTES 00 SECONDS
W, 330.00 FEET; THENCE
FROM THE POINT OF
BEGINNING S 00 DE-
GREES 03 MINUTES 49
SECONDS W, 329.85 FEET
TO THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF THE TRACT
HEREIN DESCRIBED,
MARKED BY A FOUND
IRON ROD; THENCE N 89
DEGREES 54 MINUTES
43 SECONDS W, 329.73
FEET TO AN THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER

cause, which was a suit to
foreclose a mortgage held by
the above Plaintiff and
wherein Plaintiff was ad-
judged to have a lien against
the above-described real es-
tate in the sum of
$152,041.65 plus interest
from July 1, 2017 to the date
of sale at the rate of 3.75%
per annum, the costs of sale,
including the Special Mas-
ter's fee, publication costs,
and Plaintiff's costs expen-
ded for taxes, insurance, and
keeping the property in good
repair. Plaintiff has the right
to bid at such sale and
submit its bid verbally or in
writing. The Plaintiff may
apply all or any part of its
judgment to the purchase
price in lieu of cash.
At the date and time stated
above, the Special Master
may postpone the sale to
such later date and time as
the Special Master may
specify.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that this sale may
be subject to a bankruptcy
filing, a pay off, a reinstate-
ment or any other condition
that would cause the cancel-
lation of this sale. Further, if
any of these conditions exist,
at the time of sale, this sale
will be null and void, the
successful bidder's funds
shall be returned, and the
Special Master and the
mortgagee giving this notice
shall not be liable to the
successful bidder for any
damages.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due. Plaintiff and its
attorneys disclaim all re-
sponsibility for, and the
purchaser at the sale takes
the property subject to, the
valuation of the property by
the County Assessor as real
or personal property, affix-
ture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above-described real
property subject to rights of

BIDDING.

By: Robert Doyle
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
1 NM-17-760177-JUD
IDSPub #0134921

12/22/2017 12/29/2017
1/5/2018 1/12/2018

home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert Doyle
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181

1 NM-14-625423-JUD
IDSPub #0135183

12/29/2017 1/5/2018
1/12/2018 1/19/2018

redemption.

Margaret Lake
Special Master
Pro Legal Services, LLC
201 Eubank Blvd. NE, Suite
A1
Albuquerque, NM 87123
(505)715-3711

Dates: 12/29/2017, 01/05,
01/12, 01/19, 2018

America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the foreclosure Judg-
ment granted on November
17, 2017 in the total amount
of $145,214.66 with interest
at the rate of 4.0% per
annum from September 13,
2017 through the date of the
sale. The sale is subject to
the entry of an Order by this
Court approving the sale.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, and all taxes and
utility liens, special assess-
ments and taxes that may be
due. Nationstar Mortgage
LLC, its attorneys, and the
undersigned Special Master,
disclaim all responsibility
for, and the purchaser at the
sale takes the property "as
is," in its present condition,
subject to the valuation of
the property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert Doyle
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181

1 NM-16-707099-JUD
IDSPub #0134914

12/22/2017 12/29/2017
1/5/2018 1/12/2018
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STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

No. D-307-CV-2017-03274

D E N K E N  I N V E S T -
MENTS, Inc.,
Plaintiff,

Vs.

JOSE F. RAMIREZ, De-
ceased, THE UNKNOWN

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

Case No.:
D-307-CV-2017-03296

JAMES B. NUTTER &
COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

vs.

DOSKIE M. BUCK; UNI-
TED STATES OF
AMERICA BY AND
THROUGH THE
SECRETARY OF HOUS-
ING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

STATE OF NEW MEXI-
CO to Defendant, Doskie M.
Buck:
You are hereby notified that
the above-named Plaintiff
James B. Nutter & Company
has filed a civil action
against you in the above-
entitled Court and cause, the
general object thereof being
to foreclose a mortgage on
real property located at 440
Farney Ln., Las Cruces, NM
88005. The real property
which is the subject matter

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2017-01767

WELLS FARGO USA
HOLDINGS, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.

A. SYLVIA ROMERO
and DISCOVER BANK,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

HEIRS OF JOSE F. RAM-
IREZ, JOSEPHINE H.
RAMIREZ,Deceased, THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
JOSEPHINE H. RAMIR-
EZ, EV A CORDOVA,
DELFINO CORDOVA,
STATE NATIONAL
BANK, MEMORIAL
MEDICAL CENTER,
STATE OF NEW MEXI-
CO TAXATION & REVE-
NUE DEPARTMENT,
And PORTFOLIO RE-
COVERY ASSOCIATES,
LLC,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

To: Unknown heirs of Jose
F. Ramirez, Deceased
Unknown heirs of Josephine
H. Ramirez, Deceased
State National Bank

GREETINGS: You are
hereby notified that a civil
action is now pending in the
Third Judicial District court
of Doña Ana County, New
Mexico wherein Denken
Investments, Inc. is the
Plaintiff, and you are among
the Defendants.

The general object of said
action is to obtain a judge-
ment of mortgage foreclo-
sure and decree of Quiet
Title to that certain real
property as described in the
complaint.

Unless you file a responsive
pleading in this action within
thirty (30) days of this
publication, judgement
granting the relief prayed for
will be granted.

The Attorney for the Plain-
tiff is Ben A. Longwill, 741
N. Alameda Blvd. #4, Las
Cruces, NM 88005.

WITNESS my hand and
seal of the District Court of
Doña Ana County on this
20th day of December, 2017.

(seal)

DAVID S. BORUNDA
CLERK OF THE DIS-
TRICT COURT

/s/ Denika Sherman
12/20/2017
Judicial Specialist II

Prepared and Submitted by:
/s/ Ben A. Longwill
BEN A. LONGWILL
741 N. Alameda Blvd. Ste. 4
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-4141

Dates: 12/29/2017, 01/05,
01/12, 2018

OF PART OF BLOCK
ELEVEN, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AS THE SAME IS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT OF SAID ELE-
PHANT BUTTE LAND &
TRUST CO. SUBDIVI-
SION "C" AMENDMENT
NO. ONE OF PART OF
BLOCK ELEVEN, FILED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK OF DO-
ÑA ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO ON JUNE 6, 1966
IN PLAT BOOK 9, FOLIO
97 and also known as:

LOT 35C OF ELEPHANT
BUTTE LAND & TRUST
CO. SUVDIVISION "C"
AMENDMENT NO. ONE
OF PART OF BLOCK
ELEVEN, LOCATED IN
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO AS
SHOWN ON THE PLAT
THEREOF FILED FOR RE-
CORD IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON JUNE
6, 1966 AND RECORDED
IN BOOK 9 AT PAGE 97,
PLAT RECORDS.

If there is a conflict between
the legal description and the
street address, the legal
description shall control.
The sale is to begin at 10:45
am on March 1, 2018,
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash, in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the foreclosure Judg-
ment granted on December
21, 2017 in the total amount
of $132,010.88 with interest
at the rate of 3.875% per
annum from December 29,
2017 through the date of the
sale. The sale is subject to
the entry of an Order by this
Court approving the sale.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, and all taxes and
utility liens, special assess-
ments and taxes that may be
due. Midfirst Bank, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any

derives from Warranty Deed
filed July 8, 1999, in Clerks
Book 186, Pages 45-46,
Doña Ana County records.
Field notes by MOY SUR-
VEYING INC., License
#5939.

Unless you file and serve a
pleading or motion in re-
sponse to the complaint in
said cause on or before 30
days after the last publica-
tion date, judgment by
default will be entered
against you.

Respectfully Submitted,
WEINSTEIN & RILEY,
P.S.
By:/s/ Elizabeth V. Frieden-
stein
Elizabeth V. Friedenstein
5801 Osuna Road NE, Suite
A-103
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505-348-3200
ElizabethF@w-legal.com
Attorney for Plaintiff

Dates: 12/29/2017, 01/05,
01/12, 2018

Defendant(s) A. Sylvia Ro-
mero is/are hereby notified
that Plaintiff has filed a civil
suit against Defendant(s) in
the above-entitled cause of
action, the general object
thereof being to foreclose a
mortgage on property loca-
ted at 1215 N Third Street,
in the City of Las Cruces,
New Mexico, more particu-
larly described as:

Lots 40 and 41, Block 4,
PARKER PLACE 2ND
AMENDED SUBDIVI-
SION, in the City of Las
Cruces, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico, as shown and
designated on the plat there-
of, filed in the office of the
County Clerk of said County
on January 6, 1951, in Book
7 Page(s) 12 of Plat Records.

Defendant(s) is/are required
to serve upon the Plaintiff an
Answer or Motion in re-
sponse to the Complaint
within thirty (30) days and
file a copy of the Answer or
Motion with the Court as
provided in Rule 1-005
NMRA 2005.

If the Defendant(s) fail(s) to
file a timely Answer or
Motion, a default judgment
may be entered against
Defendant(s) for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.

Attorneys for the Plaintiff:
Little, Bradley & Nesbitt,
P.A.
1700 Louisiana Blvd NE,
Suite 300
Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505) 248-2400 FAX:
254-4722

December 18, 2017

By Electronically signed
/s/ Rachel M. Chiado

mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert Doyle c/o
Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181

1 NM-17-781415-JUD
IDSPub #0135503

1/5/2018 1/12/2018
1/19/2018 1/26/2018

of this action is legally
described as follows:
LOT 17, BLOCK D, COL-
LEGE PLACE SUBDIVI-
SION NUMBER TWO, IN
THE CITY OF LAS CRU-
CES, DOÑA ANA COUN-
TY, NEW MEXICO, AS
THE SAME IS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
PLAT NO. 467 THEREOF,
FILED FOR RECORD IN
THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON OC-
TOBER 24, 1957, AND
RECORDED IN BOOK 1,
PAGE 34, PLAT RE-
CORDS.

also known as:

LOT 17, BLOCK D, COL-
LEGE PLACE SUBDIVI-
SION NO. 2 IN THE CITY
OF LASCURCES, DONA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS PER PLAT
THEREOF FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK OF SAID COUN-
TY.

If there is a conflict between
the legal description and the
street address, the legal
description shall control.

Unless you serve a pleading
or motion in response to the
Complaint in said cause on
or before thirty (30) days
after the last publication
date, judgment by default
will be entered against you.

McCARTHY & HOLTHUS,
LLP

By:/s/ Elaine Abeyta-
Montoya
Karen Weaver
Elaine Abeyta-Montoya
6501 Eagle Rock NE, Suite
A-3
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87113
Telephone No.: (505)
219-4900
emontoya
@mccarthyholthus.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Dates: 12/22, 12/29, 01/05,
2018

NM 88007, Doña Ana
County, New Mexico, said
property being more particu-
larly described as:
A tract of land situate West
of Las Cruces, Doña Ana
County, New Mexico, being
part of Lot 4, of Section 21,
T.23S., R.1E, N.M.P.M. of
the U.S.R.S. Surveys, and
being more particularly de-
scribed as follows, to wit:

Beginning at the shiner
found on a wood fence post
for the Southeast corner of
the tract herein described,
whence the closing corner of
the South line of Section 21,
T.23S., R.1E, N.M.P.M. of
the U.S.R.S. Surveys and the
Mesilla Civil Colony Grant
Line bears DUE EAST
350.00 feet;

Thence from the point of
beginning, DUE WEST,
171.45 feet to a 1/2" iron rod
found for the Southwest
corner of this tract;

Thence N.00°02'30"W.,
254.65 feet to a 1/2" iron rod
set for the Northwest corner
of this tract;

Thence S.89°59'30"E.,
171.30 feet to an iron pipe
found on the West line of
Squirrel Road (a.k.a. County
Road C45) for the Northeast
corner of this tract;

Thence along the West line
of Squirrel Road (a.k.a.
County Road C45),
S.00°05'00"E., 254.65 feet
to the point of beginning,
containing 1.000 acre of
land, more or less. Subject to
any easements and restric-
tions of record.

Information in the prepara-
tion of this description

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

Case No.
D-307-CV-2017-03145
Judge: Marci Beyer

BOKF, N.A.,
Plaintiff,

v.

MICHAEL PAUL BANE-
GAS, OLIVIA ANN
WOOD, JOSIE G. BANE-
GAS, THE UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF MICHAEL
PAUL BANEGAS, THE
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
OLIVIA ANN WOOD,
AND THE UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF JOSIE G.
BANEGAS,
DEFENDANTS.

NOTICE OF SUIT

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
to the above-named Defend-
ant Michael Paul Banegas,
Olivia Ann Wood, Josie G.
Banegas, the Unknown
Spouse of Michael Paul
Banegas, the Unknown
Spouse of Olivia Ann Wood,
and the Unknown Spouse of
Josie G. Banegas,

GREETINGS:

You are hereby notified that
the above-named Plaintiff
has filed a civil action
against you in the above-
entitled Court and cause, the
general object thereof being
to foreclose a mortgage on
property located at 215
Squirrel Rd, Las Cruces,
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STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
IN THE
PROBATE COURT
DOÑA ANA COUNTY

No. 17-0277

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
Mary Louise Medina,
DECEASED

NOTICE TO
KNOWN CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed personal
representative of this estate.
All persons having claims
against this estate are re-
quired to present their claims
within four (4) months after
the dat5e of the first
publication of any published
notice to creditors or sixty
(60) days after the date of

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
IN THE
PROBATE COURT
DOÑA ANA COUNTY

No. 17-0278

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
Robert C. Medina, DE-
CEASED

NOTICE TO KNOWN
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed personal
representative of this estate.
All persons having claims
against this estate are re-
quired to present their claims
within four (4) months after
the dat5e of the first
publication of any published
notice to creditors or sixty
(60) days after the date of
mailing or other delivery of
this notice, whichever is
later, or the claims will be
forever barred. Claims must
be presented either to the
undersigned personal repre-
sentative at the address listed
below, or filed with the
Probate Court of Doña Ana
County, New Mexico, loca-
ted at the following address:
845 N. Motel Blvd. 1-201,
Las Cruces, NM 88007

Dated: December 15, 2017

/s/ Catherine M. Salcedo
Catherine M. Salcedo
4007 Tiger Woods Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 644-1486

Dates: 12/22, 12/29, 2017,
01/05, 2018

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

Case No.:
D-307-CV-2014-02349

JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, Plaintiff,

vs.

SAMANTHA J. HOOPER
AND JOHN DOE HOO-
PER, WIFE AND HUS-
BAND; ABC CORPORA-
TIONS I-X, XYZ PART-
NERSHIPS I-X, JOHN
DOES I-X AND HANE
DOES I-X, THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AND
DEVISEES OF ANY OF
THE ABOCE, IF DE-
CEASED; OCCUPANTS
OF THE PROPERTY, De-
fendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 5041 Starlite
Court, Las Cruces, NM
88012, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 26 IN
BLOCK NUMBERED 29
OF LAS COLINAS PLAN-
NED UNIT DEVELOP-
MENT, PHASE VI-A, LAS
CRUCES, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AS THE SAME IS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
IN THE
PROBATE COURT
DOÑA ANA COUNTY

No. 17-0276

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
GLORIA ANDRADE GO-
MEZ,
a/k/a GLORIA AN-
DRADE, DECEASED

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that GLORIA GUADA-
LUPE HERNANDEZ has
been appointed personal rep-
resentative of this estate. All
persons having claims
against this estate are re-
quired to present their claims
within four months after the
date of the first publication
of this Notice or the claims
will be forever barred.
Claims must be presented
either to the personal repre-
sentative in care of Alan D.
Gluth, 2455 E. Missouri,
Suite A, Las Cruces, New
Mexico 88001, or filed with
the Probate Court of Doña
Ana County, New Mexico,
845 N. Motel Blvd., Room
1-200, Las Cruces, New
Mexico 88007.

Dated: November 7, 2017.

GLORIA GUADALUPE
HERNANDEZ
650 Regala Way
Chaparral, New Mexico
88081

Prepared by:
ALAN D. GLUTH
New Mexico Bar #14980
Gluth Law, LLC
2455 East Missouri, Suite A
Las Cruces, NM 88001
Telephone: (575) 556-8449
Facsimile: (575) 556-8446

Dates: 12/29,2017, 01/05,
01/12, 2018

THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert Doyle
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
1 NM-14-646587-JUD
IDSPub #0134798

12/15/2017 12/22/2017
12/29/2017 1/5/2018

Karen H. Bradley
Deborah A. Nesbitt
Rachel M. Chiado
Marisol C. Garcia
Attorney for Plaintiff

WITNESS the Honorable
MARCI BEYER, District
Judge of the Third Judicial
District Court of the State of
New Mexico, and the Seal of
the District Court of Dona
Ana County, this 18 day of
December, 2017.

David S. Borunda
CLERK OF THE DIS-
TRICT COURT

By/s/ Lindsey Brown
Deputy

Dates: 12/22, 12/29, 2017,
01/05, 2018
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THE PLAT OF SAID LAS
COLINAS PLANNED
UNIT DEVELOPMENT,
PHASE VI-A, FILED IN
THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK OF DO-
ÑA ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO ON FEBRUARY
2, 1996 IN PLAT BOOK 18,
FOLIO 412-413. If there is a
conflict between the legal
description and the street
address, the legal description
shall control. The sale is to
begin at 10:45am on Janu-
ary 18, 2018, Third Judicial
District Courthouse, City of
Las Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash, in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the foreclosure De-
fault Judgment granted on
September 22, 2015, in the
total amount of $84,365.30,
with interest at the rate of
5.375% per annum from
July 31, 2015 through the
date of the sale. The sale is
subject to the entry of an
Order by this Court approv-
ing the sale.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, and all taxes and
utility liens, special assess-
ments and taxes that may be
due.

JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, its attorneys,
and the undersigned Special
Master, disclaim all respon-
sibility for, and the purchas-
er at the sale takes the
property "as is," in its
present condition, subject to
the valuation of the property
by the County Assessor as
real or personal property,
affixture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2016-01740

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN
ITS INDIVIDUAL CA-
PACITY BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
RMAC TRUST, SERIES
2016-CTT,
Plaintiff,

vs.

THE ESTATE OF EPI M.
GALLEGOS, Deceased;
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS,
DEVISEES OR LEGA-
TEES OF EPI M.
GALLEGOS, Deceased,
and if married, THE
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
EPI M. GALLEGOS
(true name unknown);
WALTER GALLEGOS, if
living, if deceased, THE
ESTATE OF WALTER
GALLEGOS, Deceased;
GLENN GALLEGOS;
TOM GALLEGOS; WAL-
TER GALLEGOS, JR.;
MICHELLE PADILLA;
TERESA MARTIN; MA-
RIA PACHECO; THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS, DE-
VISEES OR LEGATEES
OF WALTER GALLE-
GOS, DECEASED,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
PENDENCY OF ACTION

Defendant(s) The Estate of
Epi M. Gallegos, Deceased
and The Unknown Heirs,
Devisees or Legatees of Epi
M. Gallegos, Deceased
is/are hereby notified that
Plaintiff has filed a civil suit
against Defendant(s) in the
above-entitled cause of ac-
tion, the general object
thereof being to foreclose a
mortgage on property loca-
ted at 1997 Sedona Hills
Parkway, in the City of Las
Cruces, New Mexico, more
particularly described as:

Lot numbered 41 in Block
numbered V of Sonora
Springs, Phase 4 at Sonoma
Ranch South, Las Cruces,
Doña Ana County, New
Mexico, as the same is
shown and designated on the
plat of said Sonora Springs,
Phase 4 at Sonoma Ranch
South, filed in the Office of
the County Clerk of Doña
Ana County, New Mexico
on November 6, 2002 in Plat
Book 20, Folio 176-177.

Defendant(s) is/are required

to serve upon the Plaintiff an
Answer or Motion in re-
sponse to the Complaint
within thirty (30) days and
file a copy of the Answer or
Motion with the Court as
provided in Rule 1-005
NMRA 2005.
If the Defendant(s) fail(s) to
file a timely Answer or
Motion, a default judgment
may be entered against
Defendant(s) for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.

Attorneys for the Plaintiff:
Little, Bradley & Nesbitt,
P.A.
1700 Louisiana Blvd NE,
Suite 300
Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505) 248-2400 FAX:
254-4722

December 18, 2017

By Electronically signed
/s/ Rachel M. Chiado
Karen H. Bradley
Deborah A. Nesbitt
Rachel M. Chiado
Marisol C. Garcia
Attorney for Plaintiff

(seal)

WITNESS the Honorable
JAMES T. MARTIN, Dis-
trict Judge of the Third
Judicial District Court of the
State of New Mexico, and
the Seal of the District Court
of Doña Ana County, this
19th day of December, 2017.

DAVID S. BORUNDA
CLERK OF THE DIS-
TRICT COURT

By /s/ Elizabeth
Deputy Elizabeth Balizan

Dates: 12/29,2017, 01/05,
01/12, 2018

mailing or other delivery of
this notice, whichever is
later, or the claims will be
forever barred. Claims must
be presented either to the
undersigned personal repre-
sentative at the address listed
below, or filed with the
Probate Court of Doña Ana
County, New Mexico, loca-
ted at the following address:
845 N. Motel Blvd. 1-201,
Las Cruces, NM 88007

Dated: December 15, 2017

/s/ Catherine M. Salcedo
Catherine M. Salcedo
4007 Tiger Woods Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 644-1486

Dates: 12/22, 12/29,
2017,01/05, 2018
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By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Five principals, combined, 
bring about 100 years of  experi-
ence to the Las Cruces Sym-
phony Orchestra. 

“I need my principal strings,” 
Klein said. “They run the sec-
tions, they do the bowing, they 
do the music. We’re in constant 
contact and they’re pretty 
much the heartbeat of  the or-
chestra.”

They include Concertmaster 
(and first violin) Brigid Mc-
Carthy, Gordon Butler (second 
violin), Jorge Martinez (viola), 
Claudia Encarnacion (cello) 
and William Scholten (bass).

The position of  concertmas-
ter is older than that of  the 
conductor. Sitting to the con-
ductor’s left, the concert master 
is the leader of  the string sec-
tion, Klein said.

“I’m the football coach and 
she’s the quarterback. I tell 
her what I want to do. I call the 
plays and she delivers it,” he 
said. 

Learn a little about the prin-
cipal string members below. 
For more information about 
LCSO, visit www.lascrucessym-
phony.com.

Concertmaster 
Brigid McCarthy

McCarthy has been with 
LCSO for four years as is in her 
first year as concert master. 

A native of  St. Paul, Minne-
sota, she moved to the South-
west to take principal positions 
with both LCSO and the El 
Paso Symphony Orchestra 
(EPSO), where she is the assis-
tant concertmaster.

McCarthy has performed 

• Pops concert: 7:30 p.m., Friday, Jan. 13, and 
3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 14, NMSU Music Building, 
1075 N. Horseshoe Road, featuring Brass Tran-
sit, with music of the rock band Chicago
• Classics Four: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 
10, and 3 p.m. Sunday, March 11, NMSU Music 
Building, including Verdi’s “Triumphal March” 
from “Aida,” Mozart’s “Symphony No. 40” and 
Prokofiev’s “Concerto No. 3.” The guest soloist 
will be pianist Ilya Yakushev.
• Classics Five: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 7, 
and 3 p.m. Sunday, April 8, NMSU Music Build-
ing, including Haydn’s “Concerto in C Major,” 
Astor Piazzolla’s “Oblivion & Libertango” and 
Tchaikovsky’s “Symphony No. 3 “Polish.” Guest 
artist will be cellist Sara Sant’Ambrogio.
• Classics Six: 7: 30 p.m. Saturday, May 5, 

and 3 p.m. Sunday, May 6, NMSU Music Build-
ing, including Verdi’s “Requiem Mass.” The 
orchestra will be accompanied by the NMSU 
Masterworks Chorus.
• On the road: LCSO Conductor Lonnie Klein 
will be a guest conductor with the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra in January 2018. He 
will conduct the “Live and Let Die Show” in 
Durango, Colorado in February and in Ruidoso, 
New Mexico in August. Klein will conduct a 
classics concert in Barcelona, Spain in May. 
Other guest-conductor performances in 2018 
are pending for Klein, who has been LCSO’s 
music director since 1998.
For tickets and information, visit www.lascru-
cessymphony.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LCSO

Strings (violin, viola, bass and cello) make up the largest section of the Las Cruces Symphony Orchestra.

Strings are ‘the heartbeat’ of the 
Las Cruces Symphony Orchestra

COURTESY PHOTO

The Las Cruces Symphony Orchestra will perform in concert with Brass Transit: The musi-
cal legacy of Chicago Jan. 13-14 at the NMSU Music Building. 

2018 LCSO SCHEDULE

SEE STRINGS, PAGE 34
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The Orlando Madrid 
Jazz Quartet begins the 
23rd season of  concerts at 
St. Paul’s United Method-
ist Church, 225 W. Griggs 
Ave., at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 5.

The performance will 
be a tribute to Mulgrew 
Miller (1955-2013), an in-
ternationally recognized 
jazz pianist, composer 
and educator. 

The concert is open to 
the public. The suggested 
donation is $5.

“Orlando Madrid is an 
outstanding young jazz 
artist with a bright future 
in jazz,” said St. Paul’s 
director of  music and 
worship arts, Dr. Douglas 
Weeks.

“Raised in Las Cruces, 
Orlando was an outstand-
ing saxophone student 
and all-state musician at 
Picacho Middle School 
and Mayfield High 
School,” Weeks said. 

He played regularly 
with the orchestra at 
St. Paul’s and was a 
scholarship student 
and saxophone major at 
the University of  New 
Mexico. Weeks said he 
won a full scholarship 
to pursue his master’s 
degree in jazz at the East-
man School of  Music in 

Rochester, New York. 
Madrid has toured with 

his own jazz band of  East-
man students and has 
gigged with some of  the 
top jazz groups in New 
York, including sessions 
with the Lincoln Center 
Jazz Orchestra under 
Wynton Marsalis. 

In addition to the trib-
ute to Miller, Madrid said 
the concert will include 
some of  his quartet’s 
original compositions 
and arrangements. 

Madrid will be joined 
for the concert by Carlos 
Barba on the piano, Hec-
tor Olea Villar on bass 
and  Lawrence E Brown 
III on drums.

“Mulgrew’s phras-
ing was perfect; he had 
amazing melodic ideas, 
amazing harmonic ideas, 
and a great touch on the 
piano,” Madrid said on 
his Facebook page about 
Mulgrew Miller. “He al-
ways ‘swang’ so hard and 
was always extremely 
soulful. But most impor-
tantly, he was one of  the 
most humble musicians 
I ever met. You felt it in 
his music and you felt 
it when you spoke with 
him. Meeting him was an 
honor I’ll never forget.”

For information, call  
Weeks at 575-526-6689, ex-
tension 1009.

with symphonies in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; San Antonio, Texas; 
and Elgin, Illinois. She played 
two seasons with Chicago’s Jof-
frey Ballet orchestra and has 
performed as part of  national and 
international tours with Broad-
way’s “West Side Story” and “Star 
Wars: In Concert,” sharing the 
stage with her father, father-in-law 
and husband, all accomplished 
musicians.

“Music is more than just enter-
tainment; it’s food for the soul,” 
said McCarthy, who is a graduate 
of  the New England Conservatory 
of  Music in Boston, Massachu-
setts.

Principal Second Violin 
Gordon Butler

Butler has been with LCSO al-
most continuously since 1977.

“The first time I played with a 
Las Cruces Symphony was 1961, 
at the age of  13,” Butler said. “My 
father, Oscar Butler, and William 
Cramer, an orchestra teacher at 
Las Cruces High School, shared 
the conducting duties of  that or-
chestra. My father came to Las 
Cruces in 1953, as choral director 
and vocal music teacher at New 
Mexico College of  Agriculture and 
Mechanics. 

“I have witnessed the gradual 
progress of  this musical form 
in our area over the last 55-plus 
years, and the current scene has 
blossomed out fantastically from 
what it was even 15 years ago,” 
Butler said.

“Now we have New Horizons 

Orchestra (which I perform with, 
also), LCSO and the NMSU Phil-
harmonic Orchestra.”

“Because of  the presence of  
these musicians in our commu-
nity,” he said, “we have a musical 
scene that rivals any in the South-
west, and if  we can support them 
adequately, Las Cruces and NMSU 
could become a truly important 
center for musical performance 
and training.” 

Principal Viola George Martinez
Martinez has been with LCSO 

for eight years, since he moved to 
Las Cruces.

A native of  Torreon, Mexico, 
Martinez said Las Cruces is privi-
leged to have its own symphony 
orchestra.

“As musicians, we get pretty 
busy during the year,” Martinez 
said. “We all have full-time jobs 
around the region. I enjoy seeing 
and talking to my colleagues dur-
ing rehearsal breaks. In addition 
to enjoy making music together, 
we catch up with life and talk 
about the work we are doing to try 
to find ways to collaborate or to 
enhance our programs.”

Principal Cellist 
Claudia Encarnacion

Encarnacion has been with 
LCSO for most of  the past three 
decades, since Dr. Marianna Gabbi 
was the director.

Like McCarthy, Encarnacion 
also is a member of  EPSO, as well 
as the El Paso Opera.

She has performed in Germany 
and Turkey, performed opera 
and symphonic work in Juarez, 
Mexico, performed with the Or-
questa del Teatro de Bellas Artes 

in Mexico City and was principal 
cello with the Sinfonica Nacional 
del Perú.  

Encarnacion directed orches-
tras and taught string and general 
music in public schools for 22 
years before her retirement. A na-
tive of  New York, she studied cello 
performance with George Neikrug 
at the Boston University School of  
Fine Arts. 

“LCSO is an extraordinary orga-
nization that stands out amongst 
other regional orchestras of  its 
size and budget for its wonderful 
players, outstanding and com-
mitted executive director, board 
of  directors and enthusiastic and 
supportive audiences,” she said. 
“We can always count on innova-
tive programming and world class 
soloists. I am gratified to be part of  
such a hard-working organization, 
committed to their ‘desert commu-
nity’ in providing education and 
artistic excellence.”  

Principal Bass William Scholten
Scholten has been performing 

with LCSO since the 2000-01 sea-
son, and plays the double bass.

He first performed with LCSO 
under the direction of  Dr. Mari-
anna Gabbi as a high school stu-
dent.

Scholten is a native of  El Paso, 
where he currently lives and 
where he serves as a middle-
school orchestra teacher. Scholten 
is also plays bass with EPSO.

“LCSO is wonderful because of  
all the dedicated musicians that 
have a great passion for music,” 
Scholten said.

Mike Cook may be reached at 
mike@lascrucesbulletin.com.

STRINGS
CONTINUED FROM 33

Las Cruces 
musician Or-
lando Madrid

COURTESY 
PHOTO

Orlando Madrid Quartet
St. Paul’s kicks off 23rd concert series



By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Director Mike Wise 
has an all-star cast for 
Las Cruces Community 
Theatre’s (LCCT) upcom-
ing production of  Ken 
Ludwig’s Tony-award 
winning play “Lend Me a 
Tenor.”

The cast includes Cen-
tennial High School the-
atre teacher Darin Cabot 
as the bellhop, McKensi 
Cabot as Diana, Jade Diaz 
as Maggie Saunders, Matt 
Esqueda as Max, Isaac 
Lucero as Tito Merelli 
(the tenor in question), 
Jeff  Peckham as Henry 
Saunders, Alex Wheeler 
as Maria Merelli and Gail 
Wheeler as Julia Leverett.

Darin and McKensi 
Cabot are husband and 
wife; Gail and Alex 
Wheeler are mother and 
daughter.

Rehearsals began in 
November.

The play opens Friday, 
Jan. 19 and continues 
for nine performances 
through Sunday, Feb. 4 
at LCCT, 313 N. Main St. 
downtown.

“We’ve only just started 
rehearsing, but the cast is 
amazing and very sharp,” 
Wise said. “They are get-
ting the jokes in the script 
a lot sooner than I ex-
pected! I’m blown away by 
the chemistry, even after 
only a few rehearsals.”

Wise is production 
stage manager for the 
New Mexico State Univer-
sity Theatre Arts Depart-
ment. His most recent 
productions at LCCT 
are “The Homecoming,” 
“Company” and “The 

Foreigner.”
“On a very important 

night for the Cleveland 
Grand Opera Company, 
Tito Mirelli, the world-fa-
mous Italian tenor, is set 
to perform the starring 
role in Otello,” according 
to play publishers Samuel 
French, Inc. 

“Lend Me A Tenor” 
is a “door-slamming, 
dress-dropping farce with 
mistaken identities, mis-
chievous misunderstand-
ings and compromising 
positions,” according to 
LCCT. “It is the biggest 
night in the history of  the 
Cleveland Grand Opera 
Company, and world-
famous Italian tenor Tito 
Merelli (‘Il Stupendo’) will 
be their guest artist in 
‘Otello,’ the highlight of  
the company’s most im-
portant fundraiser for the 
1934 season. But Merelli 
is nowhere to be found; 
when he finally arrives 
drunk, it is too late for 
any rehearsal. Through 
a hilarious series of  mis-
haps, Tito is given a dou-
ble dose of  tranquilizers 

which mix with the booze 
he has consumed, and he 
passes out. His pulse is 
so low that Saunders and 
Max believe he is dead. 
What to do? No Tito, no 
$50,000 in ticket sales. 

Saunders coerces Max, 
an opera singer wanna-
be, into impersonating 
the Italian tenor to save 
the show. In costume, wig 
and make-up, he’s is a 
dead ringer for the ‘dead 
singer.’ But can Max 

find the courage to go on 
with the show? Will it be 
enough to impress his 
girlfriend Maggie (who 
has a crush on Tito)?  The 
surprises have just begun 
when Merelli revives and 
dresses for his second act. 
With two Otellos now in 
costume and two women, 
each thinking she is sleep-
ing with ‘Il Stupendo,’ the 
farce spins out of  control 
onstage and off.”

Mike Cook may be reached 
at mike@lascrucesbulle-
tin.com.
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Weekdays at 11am on KRWG and KRWG.org
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DOWNTOWN
It’s Reallyy

happening

UPCOMING EVENTS
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BY:

ONGOING
EVENTS:

• Downtown Art RAMBLE - 1st Friday of the Month 5-7pm
• Las Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market - Wed. and Sat. Morn.
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DEC. 18 THRU JAN. 31, 2018 RIO GRANDE THEATRE
CLOSED TO PUBLIC FOR REPAIR

FRI JANUARY 5 • 10:30 A.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Rhythm Roundup (Music and Motion for ages 2-5)

FRI JANUARY 5 • 10:30 A.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Library Lab (Crafts/Stories for ages 6-10)

TUE JANUARY 9 • 10:30 A.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Read to Me: Story Time for Ages 3 and up

TUE JANUARY 9 • 2:00 P.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Intro to Computers: Basics

TUE+THU JANUARY 9+11 • 4:00 P.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Teen Game Night

WED+THU JANUARY 10+11 • 10:00 A.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Toddler Time: Story Time for ages 1-3

WED JANUARY 10 • 11:00 A.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Mother Goose Time: Activities for Infants

WED JANUARY 10 • 11:00 A.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Read to Me: Story Time for Ages 3 and up

WED JANUARY 10 • 2:00 P.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Doña Ana County Genealogical Society

WED JANUARY 10 • 2:00 P.M. BRANIGAN LIBRARY
Design and Create

COURTESY PHOTO

Cast members in a rehearsal of Las Cruces Community The-
atre’s upcoming production of “Lend Me A Tenor” are, left 
to right, Jeff Peckham, Matt Esqueda, Alex Wheeler, Isaac 
Lucero and Jade Diaz.

LEND ME A TENOR
Performances will be 8 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday nights, 
Jan. 19-20, Jan. 26-27 and 
Feb. 2-3 and 2 p.m. Sun-
days, Jan. 21, 28 and Feb. 4.
Tickets are $15 for adults; 
$12 for students, seniors 
and military; $11 for groups 
of 10 or more; and $10 for 
children under age 12.
Reservations/information: 
575-523-1200, www.lcctnm.
org 

‘Lend Me a Tenor’ is a 
farce of mistaken identity
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920 N. Telshor Blvd. Suite A
575-526-EARS (3277)

www.HearOnEarthNM.com

Free Hearing

Screening

DDebbbbiie RRay TTiim

BUY ONE HEARING AID
BATTERY, GET ONE FREE

One offer per coupon, expires 1-31-18

ACROSS
1 -- law (computer in-
dustry rule)
 7 WWII prez
 10 Argus-eyed
 15 Turn sharply
 19 Haul in
 20 Mendacity
 21 Nerve
 22 Caucus state
 23 Luau libation
 24 Hearth waste
 25 Slight residue
 26 Again
 27 *Ad Council blood-
hound
 31 Et -- (plus more)
 32 Roly-poly
 33 “I knew it!”
 34 Good tidbit
 38 Colleague of Trotsky
 40 *They don’t have 
qwerty layouts
 46 Pen’s tip
 48 String after Q
 49 Have -- of hope
 50 Gp. for fillers and 
drillers
 51 *At a short distance
 56 *Metro section 
manager
 59 Deadeye’s skill
 60 TCBY treats
 61 Bloom holder
 62 PC pictures
 63 Fetus feeder
 65 Kotter of TV
 66 Juan’s “this”
 68 Henry VIII’s third 
Catherine
 69 *Tool whose teeth 
rotate
 72 Costello and Holtz
 76 Baseballer Slaughter

 78 Brogan part
 79 Sloping
 81 Bacon piece
 84 Gone
 85 Antsy feeling
 86 Color tone
 87 *It may show acidity
 90 *Divorcee in 1991 
news
 92 Min. segment
 93 Segment
 94 Suffix with 114-Down
 95 Chargers linebacker 
Manti --
 96 *Yale, e.g.
 102 Tips, as a cap
 106 Chilling
 107 Golfer Trevino
 108 Batter
 110 Taxi readout
 111 What the double-
digit Roman numerals 
at the starts of the 
answers to the starred 
clues add up to
 118 Mud in a cup
 121 Haikus, e.g.
 122 22nd letter
 123 Gooey camp treats
 124 All tied up
 125 Shul scroll
 126 Be off
 127 Unseat
 128 Like paraffin
 129 Lacking pity
 130 Negatives
 131 First phases

DOWN
1 Fox or ox
 2 Prophesier
 3 Derivation
 4 Teaches new skills
 5 Biblical twin

 6 Rigidly formal
 7 Thin-screen boob 
tube
 8 Plate
 9 Practice
 10 Giant in train travel
 11 Petty of film
 12 Quiz’s kin
 13 Paella base
 14 Ticked (off)
 15 Pfizer drug
 16 Many eras
 17 She bleats
 18 Bitingly cold
 28 In thing
 29 Chin-wag
 30 Native Nebraskan
 35 Sister of Clio
 36 Rider, e.g.
 37 Old rulers
 39 Jenna Bush, to Jeb
 41 NBA and NRA, e.g.
 42 Crusty roll
 43 Big name in Art Deco
 44 “We did it!”
 45 “See you”
 47 Wild horse
 51 Cartoonist Al
 52 Oscar winner Ke-
drova
 53 Sharif of “Funny Girl”
 54 No voters
 55 On or about
 56 Coup group
 57 Morse “E”
 58 “That’s what -- ser-
vice!”
 61 One paid to park cars
 64 Sweet filling
 65 Event invitee
 66 Sup at home
 67 Try to hit, as a fly
 70 Snow-pure
 71 Epic story

 73 Aloha Stadium site
 74 “One,” on a U.S. coin
 75 Process unit
 77 Coll. in Lower Man-
hattan
 80 Filled up
 81 Cow of ads
 82 Kitchen filter
 83 Burlesque dancer 
Lili

 84 Llama locale
 85 2004 Chevy debut
 88 Mudbath site
 89 “It” game
 90 Feeling bliss
 91 Vane locales
 94 Freezes
 97 Church chant
 98 “Icky!”
 99 Full of melting snow

 100 Fiats
 101 Spanish plural 
article
 103 -- Islands (Danish 
chain)
 104 Least limited
 105 Has a feeling
 109 Botch
 112 Goes (for)
 113 Blow a horn

 114 Saving sort
 115 Arab nation
 116 Drusilla divorced 
him
 117 Marvel mutants
 118 Shul-goer
 119 Gardner of “The 
Bribe”
 120 Nettle

PUZZLES
SUMMING UP THE NEW YEAR
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PUZZLES

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each row across, 
each column down and each small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine.

WEEKLY SUDOKU  By Linda Thistle

WEEKLY SUDOKU

SUPER CROSSWORD

CRYPTOQUIP
This is a simple 
substitution cipher 
in which each letter 
used stands for 
another. If you think 
that X equals O, it will 
equal O throughout 
the puzzle. Solution is 
accomplished by trial 
and error.

SNOWFLAKES By Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the puzzle. Place the 
number 1-6 around each of them. No number can 
be repeated in any partial hexagon shape along the 
border of the puzzle.

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to 
form four ordinary words. Then rearrange the boxed 
letters to form the mystery word, which will complete 
the gag!

SCRAMBLERS

CRYPTOQUIP

SNOWFLAKES

SCRAMBLERS



By JEFF BERG
For the Bulletin

Rob Reiner, who will 
always have the claim of  
playing Michael in the 
terrific “All in the Fam-
ily” television series, is 
often overlooked as a 
director of  some mighty 
fine pictures such as 
“When Harry Met Sally” 
and “The Bucket List.” 
His next work is called 
“Shock and Awe” and 
is about the invasion of  
Iraq in 2007. 

Although “LBJ” is not 
his best film, it is an in-
teresting look at the for-
mer Texas senator who 
became an accidental 
president after the mur-
der of  John F. Kennedy. 

Lyndon B. Johnson is 
played by Woody Har-
relson, and with makeup 
bears a striking resem-
blance. The movie covers 
the era just prior to his 
belated run for president 
against John F. Kennedy 
until shortly after the as-
sassination of  JFK.

Harrelson carries a 
Texas accent well, usu-
ally, and shows us that 
Johnson was at once 

powerful (until he be-
came VP), quite possibly 
a racist, but not in the 
most severe sense of  the 
word, and smarter than 
one might think.

The film opens with 
LBJ trying to make deals 
in the U.S. Senate, with 
other big names in poli-
tics, including Montana 
Senator Mike Mansfield 
and Richard Russell of  
Georgia, who is a racist 
but is needed by Johnson 
and later by the White 
House to pass civil rights 
legislation. The role 
of  Russell is played by 
Richard Jenkins, who 
looks so much like the 
real Russell, it is quite 
disarming.   

Johnson was not liked 
by the Kennedys, at 
least in the film, as JFK 
selected him because of  
his power in the south. 
Robert Kennedy was not 
a fan of  LBG, but it is 
never made clear as to 
why. Reiner gently re-
plays the assassination 
in a sort of  flashback, 
with Harrelson/Johnson 
going from pandering 
nuisance to a man of  
strength and decisive-
ness. 

From the start of  his 
term in office, LBJ took 
on Kennedy’s civil rights 
movement and fell into 
the morass of  Vietnam, 

which pretty much shat-
tered his career later. He 
was elected president 
in 1964, but opted to not 
run again, in part due to 
Vietnam.  

Reiner wisely steers 
clear of  melodrama 
and makes this film one 
about Johnson, with the 
Kennedy clan as co-stars. 
Harrelson plays this role 
well, defining Johnson 
as a gruff  man with little 
charm who helps himself  
to spoonsful of  dining 
mates’ breakfasts while 
trying to get them to side 
with him on various is-
sues. There’s no glamor 
here, although Reiner 

allows a certain softness 
between Johnson and his 
wife Lady Bird.     

I think that if  the film 
had a bigger budget, it 
would have done much 
better in release and at 
the box office, although 
movies related to his-
tory are often a tough 
sell. Sadly, the film never 
even played in Santa Fe.

LBJ will keep your 
attention and offer an 
insight to an interesting 
man that history ignores 
and that is more than 
one can ask for. 

And oddly, the credits 
say that the film is a 
work of  fiction. Oops! 
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The Las Cruces Bulletin’s annual Southwest
New Mexico Legislative Guide will be
available the week of Jan. 16, 2018, just
in time for the legislative session. The
guide features profiles of all the state
senators and representatives of our
region, and gives their expectations of
the upcoming session. There are also
articles about the nine counties in
our southwest region and their
legislative needs. Also included are
rosters for all 70 representatives
and all 42 senators.

Who speaks for you?
What do they say?

Wh ay?
eserve your copy for free home delivery in the Las Cruces
area by contacting Bulletin Distribution Manager Teresa
Tolonen, teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com, or 575-680-8061.

Mail copies available for $4.
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SOUTHWESTNEW MEXICOLegislativeLLLLLLLLeggggggg2017 s at vGuide

C A T R ON
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I L I N C O L N

I L U N A

O T E R O
I S I E R R A

I S O CO R RO

S E N A T E
R O S T E R ,

P A G E S
2 3 - 3 3

H OU S E
R O S T E R ,

P A G E S
3 4 - 5 2

C OUN T Y
P R O F I L E S ,

P A G E S
5 4 - 9 1

Get your guide to the 2018 NM
Legislative Session

COURTESY PHOTO
Woody Harrelson takes on the role of Vice President and President Lyndon B. Johnson in 
“LBJ,” a film that takes place just prior to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and 
shortly after. 

Harrelson plays LBJ during era of JFK’s assassination
_____________________

GRADE: B+
‘LBJ’ opens at the 

Fountain Theatre for 
a week run on Jan 5. 

_____________________

Visit us at www.lascrucesbulletin.com



By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

 New Mexico State 
University Theatre Pro-
fessor Megan McQueen 

will pres-
ent a 
four-part 
program 
on the 
award-
winning 
Broad-
way 
musi-

cal “Hamilton” to the 
NMSU Academy for 
Learning in Retirement 
(ALR) in January.

All presentations will 
be 10:30 a.m. to noon at 
Good Samaritan Village, 
3011 Buena Vida Circle, 
and will be presented 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
Jan. 9, 11, 16 and 18. 

McQueen, who has 
seen “Hamilton” twice 
on Broadway and more 
than 200 other Broadway 
plays and musicals, has 
produced and directed 
more than 50 musical 
productions for her own 
Scaffolding Theatre 
Company. Her produc-
tions have been shown 
at NMSU and theatre 
venues in Las Cruces, El 
Paso, Socorro and else-
where. 

McQueen has per-
formed in more than 20 
musical roles, includ-
ing Fosca in Steven 
Sondheim’s “Passion,” 
McQueen’s favorite com-
poser and musical.

With “Hamilton: The 
Inventive Storytelling 
of  a Musical Sensa-
tion,” McQueen will 
discuss a variety of  
topics that relate to the 
show’s production, from 

costuming, music and 
choreography to the mu-
sical theatre traditions 
honored by composer 
and actor Lin-Manuel 
Miranda. 

“Each of  the presenta-
tions will culminate in a 
live performance of  one 
or two numbers from the 
show that relate to the 
topic of  the day,” Mc-
Queen said.

In preparation for 
her ALR presentations, 
McQueen attended a 
conference where Leslie 
Odom, Jr. (the original 
Aaron Burr in “Ham-
ilton”) spoke for an 
hour; she has exchanged 
emails with “Hamilton” 
choreographer Andy 
Blankenbuehler; and 
she and Jonathan Groff  

(Hamilton’s original 
King George) began act-
ing together in the same 

theatre in Pennsylvania 
while they were in high 
school. She also has 

watched more than 15 
hours of  video elaborat-
ing on the production 
and extensively studied 
the show’s creation.

“The creator and di-
rector like to refer to 
‘Hamilton’ as the story 
of  America then told 
by America now,” Mc-
Queen said. “In every 
respect, they have en-
deavored to get to the es-
sence of  what makes our 
society both flawed and 
wonderful.”

ALR was started in 
1992 by former NMSU 
President Gerald 
Thomas, along with 
retired deans Thomas 
Gale, Virginia Higbie, 
Flavia McCormick and 
others, including former 
professor and teacher 

Clarence Fielder. ALR 
has about 130 members, 
but membership is 
not required to attend 
weekly lectures.

The average atten-
dance at each lecture is 
70, but depending on the 
speaker and subject mat-
ter, the entire 196-seat 
Good Sam auditorium 
may be filled.

The fee to attend the 
lectures is $4 per day for 
ALR members and $5 
per day for non-mem-
bers.

For more informa-
tion on ALR, contact 
Paul Miller at paul-
miller1511@comcast.net.

Mike Cook may be 
reached at mike@lascru-
cesbulletin.com.
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ALL SEATS ALL
TIMES $3.50

BRING THIS COUPON 
TO THE VIDEO 4 AND 

SEE THE MOVIE OF 
YOUR CHOICE FOR 
ONLY $1.50/PERSON 

GOOD FOR 
UP TO 5 PEOPLE 

WED. & THURS ONLY!!

REGISTER AT
ALLENTHEATRESINC.COM 
FOR EMAIL INFO AND 

SPECIALS

SHOW TIMES GOOD 
FRI. 1/5  - THUR. 1/11

IN THEATRES 
FRI. 1/12:

PADDINGTON 2,
PROUD MARY, 

THE COMMUTER

JUSTICE LEAGUE 
(PG13)

DAILY (2:30) 6:30 9:30

A BAD MOMS 
CHRISTMAS (R) 
DAILY (2:15) 4:55 7:30 

10:00
DADDY’S HOME 2 

(PG13)
DAILY (2:00) 4:35 7:10 9:45

THE STAR (PG)
DAILY (2:15) 4:30 6:50 9:00

( ) SAT-SUN 
ONLY

DAILY 11:30 2:05 4:40 7:15 
9:55 (PG)

EVENT CINEMA
LOHENGRIN

1/21 @ 12:00
1/23 @ 7:00

DAILY (10:30) 1:45 4:30 7:15 
10:00 (R)

DAILY 2D: (10:30) 2:00 6:05 
9:30

DAILY 2D ATMOS: 12:45 4:15
DAILY 3D ATMOS: (9:30) 8:00 

(PG13)

DAILY 11:30 2:00 4:30 7:00 
9:35 (PG)

DAILY (9:30) 12:00 2:30 5:00 
7:30 10:00 (PG)

DAILY 2D: 11:30 2:05 4:45 7:20 
DAILY 3D: 9:55 (PG) GIFT CARDS 

NOW AVAILABLE AT
EVERY LOCATION!!

DAILY 2D: (9:45) 12:30 3:15 
6:05 9:00 

DAILY 3D: 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50 
(PG13)

DAILY 11:30 2:00 4:30 7:00 
9:35 (PG)

DAILY 11:30 2:05 4:45 7:30 
10:00 (PG)

DAILY 2D ATMOS: 11:30 3:00 
6:15 9:35

DAILY 3D: 11:30 2:45 6:05 
(PG13)

DAILY 2D: 3:15 6:05
DAILY 3D: 12:00 9:00 (PG13)

DAILY 9:20 (R)

DAILY 12:00 2:25 4:50 7:15 
9:45 (PG13)

DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:05 9:05 (R)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY (9:30) 11:50 2:15 4:40 
7:10 9:40 (PG13)

DAILY (9:30) 12:30 3:30 6:30 
9:30 (R)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:00 2:30 5:00 7:30 
10:00 (PG13)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:20 
(PG13)

DAILY (9:30) 12:00 2:30 5:05 
7:35 10:05 (PG13)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 11:30 2:40 6:15 9:30 (R)

���� ������� � ��� �

�	�
���

���

‘HAMILTON’ PROGRAM 
SCHEDULE
• Tuesday, Jan. 9: The casting 
revolution that ‘Hamilton’ has 
inspired, as well as the show’s 
costuming 
• Thursday, Jan. 11: An analysis 
of the form and structure of the 
show’s music as it relates to the 
history contained in the story
• Tuesday, Jan. 16:  The musical 
theatre traditions that composer 
and actor Lin-Manuel Miranda 
honors in “Hamilton.” Miranda, 
who turns 38 on Jan. 16, has won 

a Pulitzer Prize, two Grammy Awards, an Emmy, a MacArthur Fellow-
ship and three Tony Awards.
• Thursday, Jan. 18: How Hamilton’s choreography correlates to 
the music and helps in the storytelling
All performances will be 10:30 a.m.-noon at Good Samaritan Village, 
3011 Buena Vida Circle.

Megan McQueen presents four-part ‘Hamilton’ program
ACADEMY FOR LEARNING IN RETIREMENT

MEGAN 
MCQUEEN



Art in the Detail: 20th 
Century Masters of 
Photography

A photography exhibit, 
features works by noted 
photographers Aaron Sis-
kind, Barbara Morgan, 
Imogen Cunningham, 
Wynn Bullock and others. 
A Syracuse University 
Art Galleries Traveling 
Exhibition, it continues 
through Jan. 20 at the Las 
Cruces Museum of  Art, 
491 N. Main St. The mu-
seum is open 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays 
and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Satur-
days. Info: 575-541-2137.

Beyond the Familiar
Rosemary McLoughlin 

shares her love of  Ireland 
and its rich culture with 
a show that continues 
through Jan. 6 at the 
the Glenn Cutter Gal-
lery, 2640 El Paseo Road. 
Hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tuesday-Friday at 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday. 
McLoughlin was born in 
Brooklyn and moved to 
New Mexico in 1973. She 
taught art at NMSU until 
1990 when she became 
education director at 
NMSU Art Gallery. Her 
show’s paintings depict 
colorful tales of  rich and 
colorful voyages by Saint 
Brendan, a 6th century 

saint visited by an angel 
who told him he must go 
forth and build monaster-
ies. Info: 575-541- 0658.

Fine Arts Gallery
The Mesilla Valley Fine 

Arts Gallery, 2470-A Calle 
de Guadalupe, Mesilla, 
across from the Foun-
tain Theatre, features 
local artists Nanci Bis-
sell and Weeden “Rock-
well”  Nichols for the 
month of  January. Bissell 
has been an educator, 
teacher, principal and 
assistant principal in the 
elementary schools, retir-
ing after a 26-year career. 
Nichols has been a pho-
tographer for 48 years, 
mastering technology of  
cameras and darkrooms. 
He enjoys simple com-
positions of  shape and 
color, landscapes and sea-

scapes. The gallery’s new-
est member, Alan Small, 
has a diverse background 
including landscape de-
sign, woodturning, pen, 
ink and watercolor. Gal-
lery hours are 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday to Sunday. 
Info: 575-522-2933 or www.
mesillavalleyfinearts.
com.

Form & Function: 
Objects with Flair

 New Mexico Farm & 
Ranch Heritage Museum 
opens a new exhibit fea-
turing more than 40 ob-
jects from its collections 
that combine usefulness 
and beauty. Some objects 
utilitarian with no real 
aesthetic appeal. Some 
are art with no functional 
purpose other than to 
be appreciated for their 
beauty, or the message 
the artist wishes to con-
vey. Some are in-between. 
The exhibit includes 
things from Navajo rugs 
to Apache and Pima bas-
kets, to vases, pots and 
bowls, as well as saddles, 
guns, and furniture. The 
exhibit will be in the Mu-
seum’s Legacy Gallery 
through July 8.

Gourd show
Masks, Maidens and 

More, a show and sale 
featuring the work of  
gourd artists Joanna 
Bradley, Sylvia Hender-
son, Karen Phillips, and 
Kathe Stark will continue 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednes-
days-Saturdays through 
Jan. 26 at Tombaugh Gal-
lery inside the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 2000 
S. Solano Drive. Hender-
son will create a giraffe 
gourd at 11:45 a.m. Sun-
day Jan. 7. The exhibit 
features functional, spiri-
tual and whimsical ob-
jects.  Info: Lurene John, 
503-490-4908.

Lifetime of Art
An exhibit featuring 

the works of  Las Cruces 
artist Connie Garcia 
(1950-2017) will continue 
through April 1 at New 
Mexico Farm & Ranch 
Heritage Museum, 4100 
Dripping Springs Road 
in Las Cruces. Regular 
hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Monday-Saturday and 
noon-5 p.m. Sunday. 
Garcia began creating 
her artwork in the 1970s, 
starting with  batik art, 
which she sold at art 
shows throughout the 
U.S. She expressed her 
creativity through tile, 
foil, drawing, contempo-
rary painting, cards, and 
more.  Info: 575-522-4100, 
www.nmfarmandranch-
museum.org.

Makeshift art
MakeShift, an exhi-

bition put together by 
partner and artist duo 
Ramon and Christian 
Cardenas, who form the 
artist collaborative Lxs 
Dos, continues at the Bra-
nigan Cultural Center, 
501 N. Main St. through 
March 10, 2018. The ex-
hibit comes from the art-
ists’ need to create and 
express themselves using 
materials and resource 
available to the them. The 
work is ethnographic in 
nature, describing the 
socio-cultural relations of  
the United States/ Mexico 
border region and its peo-
ple. Branigan Cultural 
Center is open 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday 
and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays. Info: 575-541-2154, 
museums.las-cruces.org.

My Earth
The 10 a.m.-ers are ex-

hibiting at the Southwest 
Environmental Center 
in Las Cruces. The show 
opens at 5 p.m. Friday, 

Jan. 5 during Downtown 
Art Ramble and runs 
through the end of  Janu-
ary. The exhibit is titled 
“My Earth” and will re-
flect what that means to 
the exhibiting artists. Info: 
Kathleen Deasy at 828-467-
9060 or kdarts2u@gmail.
com.

Native voices
The traveling exhibit 

Native Voices: Native 
Peoples’ concept of  Health 
and Illness runs through 
Jan. 13, at the Branigan 
Cultural Center. Native 
Voices examines how 
wellness and illness inter-
connect with cultural life. 
The U.S. National Library 
of  Medicine developed 
and produced Native 
Voices: Native Peoples’ 
Concepts of  Health and 
Illness. The American 
Library Association Pub-
lic Programs Office, in 
partnership with NLM, 
tours the exhibition to 
U.S. libraries. The cultural 
center is open 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays 
and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays. Cost: Free. Info: 
575-541-2154 or museums.
las-cruces.org.

Opposites attract
Rokoko Art Gallery 

presents the opening of  a 
mixed media  exhibit titled 
“Opposites Attract.” An 
opening reception for par-
ticipating artists will be 5-8 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 13 at 
the gallery, 1785 Avenida 
de Mercado in Mesilla. 
Snacks and refreshments 
will be served. The exhibit 
closes Saturday, March 17. 
Info: 575-522-5553.

Orchard art
Las Cruces artist Frank 

Peacock’s “Selections from 
the Orchard Series” paint-
ings and drawings inspired 
by the pecan orchards of  
the Mesilla Valley, will be 
on exhibit through Jan. 25 
at Mas Art Frame and Art 
Supplies, 126 S. Main St. 
downtown.

Watercolor reception
 5-7 p.m., Saturday, 

Jan. 13, Arts & Cultural 
Center, 1740 Avenida de 
Mercado, Suite D. Open-
ing reception for local 
watercolor artist Laurel 
Weathersbee, summa cum 
laude graduate with a BA 
in art from Park College 
in Missouri who has taken 
numerous workshops 
and seminars in art from 
regionally, nationally, 
and internationally-
recognized instructors 
in the intervening years. 
The show will open Fri-
day, Jan. 5, and continue 
through Jan. 30. Regular 
gallery hours are 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Info: 575-523-6403, 
e-mail admin@daarts.org 
or www.daarts.org.
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Arts Ramble jam: 6 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 5, CSL at 
575 N. Main St. Howling 
Coyote Coffeehouse/
Open-Mic jam session 
begins at 6 p.m. with 
sign-up for performers 
at 6:30 p.m. Featured 
are acoustic musicians, 
songwriters, poets and 
storytellers. Come early 
for a lasagna dinner 
with salad, bread, des-
sert and drink, 5:30-7 
p.m. Cost: $5 suggested 
donation.

Art appreciation: 10 
a.m.-noon Saturdays, 
Las Cruces Museum 
of  Nature and Science 
atrium, 491 North Main 
St. The Las Cruces Mu-
seum of  Art’s “Artra-
geous” series highlights 
abstract artists in Janu-
ary.

• Jan. 6: Pablo Picasso
• Jan. 13: Vassily Kan-

dinsky
• Jan. 20: Mark Rothko
• Jan. 27: Jeff  Koons

Ireland talk: 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 6, Cutter 
Gallery. “Coffee with 
Rosemary McLoughlin.” 
Learn about Ireland’s 
Little Christmas, the 
Journey of  St. Brandan, 
and Rosemary’s Life 
Journey. June 6 th is last 
day of  Rosemary’s show 
in the Galley.

 
El Paso comedy: 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 11, The 
Venue event facility, 511 
Western St. in El Paso. A 
one-night-only showcase 
for stand-up comedian 
Ryan Stout, a former El 
Pasoan and a regular on 
“Chelsea Lately.” Stout 
has also appeared on 
Conan, HBO’s Funny 

as Hell, and Comedy 
Central’s @Midnight 
as well as his own half  
hour stand-up special: 
Comedy Central Pres-
ents...Ryan Stout. Cost: 
General admission, $20; 
VIP Table for 4, $70; VIP 
Table for 8. $120. Tickets 
include complimentary 
food and there will be 
drink specials at the bar. 
Info and reservations: 
915-227-3125. Tickets: 
www.onenightwithryan-
stout.eventbrite.com. 

Art classes: Sign up 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday before Jan. 
20, Museum of  Art is 
located at 491 N. Main 
St. Register for Spring 
2018 Studio Art Classes, 
which give children 
and adults an opportu-
nity to learn new skills 
or enhance existing 
knowledge in begin-
ning and intermediate/
advanced ceramics, oil 
and watercolor painting, 
printmaking and more 
while guided by local, 
experienced and quali-
fied professional artists. 
The first session will 
run from Wednesday, 
Jan. 24 through Satur-

day, March 8. Info: 575-
541-2137 or museums.
las-cruces.org.

Promoting art: Noon, 
Friday, Jan. 26, DAAC 
Arts & Cultural Cen-
ter, 1740 Avenida de 
Mercado, Suite D, in 
the Bulletin Plaza in 
Mesilla. Glenn Cutter, 
New Mexico Arts Com-
missioner and co-owner 
with his wife, Sally, of  
Cutter Gallery, monthly 
Promoting Art Speaker 
Series. Cutter’s top-
ics will be New Mexico 
Arts, the New Mexico 
Arts Commission, and 
the Art in Public Places 
program, which, since 
its inception nearly 25 
years ago has placed 
more than 2,500 works 
of  art in New Mexico’s 
33 counties. The talk is 
open to all. Brown bag 
lunches are welcome. 
Cost: Free. Info: 575-523-
6403 or email, admin@
daarts.org or www.
daarts.org.

Life Changes: Tickets 
are on sale for Thomas 
Rhett’s Life Changes 
Tour performance on 
Saturday, April 7 at the 
Pan American Center. 
The performance will 
feature special guests 
Brett Young and Jillian 
Jacqueline. Tickets: Pan 
American Center, www.
Ticketmaster.com or 
800-745-3000. Info: www.
LiveNation.com 

Please send your art 
event announcements 
to editor@lascrucesbul-
letin.com by Thursday 
at least one week prior to 
the desired publication 
date.

All media show: The Las 
Cruces Museum of  Art, 
in collaboration with the 
University Art Gallery, 
NMSU, seeks submis-
sions for Here and Now, 
a regional exhibition 
to feature art in all 
media. The exhibition 
will be presented by the 
Museum of  Art and the 
University Art Gallery 
May 11 through July 
21, 2018. Online submis-
sions will be accepted 
Jan. 15-March 30. Info: 
uag.nmsu.edu/hereand-
now 

Mesilla gallery: Mesilla 
Valley Fine Arts Gal-
lery, 2470-A Calle De 
Guadalupe, across from 
the Fountain Theatre, is 
accepting applications 

for new artists to be jur-
ied into the gallery. Ap-
plication are available at 
the gallery 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
daily. Info: 575-522-2933.

Rokoko seeks ‘opposites’: 
Rokoko Art Gallery an-
nounces a call for artists 
working in all media 
for an upcoming group 
show opening Jan. 13, 
2018. Submissions are 
due in the gallery, 1785 
Avenida de Mercado in 
Mesilla, on Saturday, 
Jan. 6. Entry fee is $15 
per piece. Info: 575-522-
5553. 

Second Saturdays: Art-
ists and artisans who 
want to open their stu-
dios to the public once 
a month and join a new 

informal group, Second 
Saturday Open Studios. 
The idea is to increase 
public awareness of  
Las Cruces-area art-
ists. There’s no fee, and 
studios don’t have to 
participate every month. 
Info: Kathleen at 828-467-
9060 or kdarts2u@gmail.
com.

Winter festival: Beverly 
Hills Hall & Cantina is 
looking for art vendors, 
body-painting artists, 
antique vendors, tattoo 
artists, auto mural art-
ists and food vendors 
for its first Winter Wine 
and Beer Festival to be 
held Feb. 24. Cost: $50 or 
$25 and a silent auction 
item. Info: Victor Perez 
at 575-621-9164. 

CALL TO ARTISTSA&E EVENTS

Visit us at www.lascrucesbulletin.com

Ryan Stout
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BY MICHAEL SCANLON
For the Bulletin

Southwest Sport and 
Spine, a Las Cruces-based 
provider of  physical 
therapy services, has 
become a regional leader 
in assessing and helping 
people with balance prob-
lems.

It will offer free “Fight 
the Fall” balance screen-
ings to the public, 2-6 p.m. 
on two Fridays, Jan. 12 
and Jan. 19 and 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 27. 
People interested in the 
screening can just show 
up at the company’s facil-
ity, 1181 Mall Drive.

“Instead of  doing a full 
assessment, we can do a 
very high-level screen-
ing,” said Southwest 
Sport and Spine owner 
Denise Campbell. “We 
can get through these 
screenings in about 15 
minutes.”

Physical therapist 
Chester Brown, a fit-
and-trim, energetic and 
enthusiastic 69-year-old, 
beams with pride as he 
leads a visitor through 
the company’s new bal-
ance center.

“This is really all new,” 
he said. “We’ve done bal-
ance and vestibular treat-
ments for a long time, but 
this equipment has only 
been in place for about a 
month now. 

“It has allowed us to go 
to the next level. What we 
have here is unique and 
very state-of-the-art,” he 
said, reluctantly using 

what he called an over-
used term.

He explained that hu-
mans really have three 
balance systems, and the 
key to treating a balance 
disorder is finding out 
what’s causing it.

“We can find out what 
balance systems appear 
to be affected using a 
number of  different tests, 
and then we can set up 
a specific treatment for 
that person,” Brown said.

Balance disorders often 
can result from neuro-
logical problems, such 
as brain injury; mus-
culoskeletal problems, 
such as injury to a lower 
extremity, or vestibular 
problems in the inner 
ear. Southwest Sport and 
Spine is set up, and its 
therapists are trained, 
to identify the source of  
the problem and design a 
therapy program to over-
come it.

One of  the center’s 
tools is what appears 
to be a virtual-reality 
headset worn by the pa-
tient during evaluation. 
Instead of  providing sen-
sory input to the patient, 
it displays real-time im-
ages of  both the patient’s 
eyes on a display panel, 
allowing the therapist 
to detect nystagmus, or 
rapid involuntary move-
ment of  one or both eyes. 
The patient sees nothing 
but total darkness.

The patient is asked to 
do various things, such 
as move his or her head 
back and forth to the 

rhythm of  a metronome, 
and then hold it still. The 
eyes’ response then gives 
the therapist information. 
Vestibular nystagmus, 
the most common nystag-
mus, can indicate a prob-
lem deep inside the ear.

If  test results indicate 
an inner-ear problem, 
it’s often caused by a tiny 
crystal-like part of  the 
inner working has come 
loose and is inside one of  
the minute canals of  the 
inner-ear structure. The 
therapist can help the 
patient get it out of  the 

canal by a series of  head-
positioning exercises.

“It depends on which 
ear canal it’s in, and the 
eye movement tells us 
that,” Brown said.

Brown has an enlarged 
three-dimensional model 
of  the inner-ear structure 
to help patients under-
stand what’s going on.

“If  you can look at it 
and really see what’s 
going on, it becomes more 
real for the patient,” he 
said.

Other high-tech tools 
in the balance center 

provide other precise 
data about the state of  a 
patient’s condition.

“By the time we get 
through this, we have 
a lot of  information,” 
Brown said. More equip-
ment is expected to arrive 
at the center in March.

The balance center 
has tracks in the ceiling 
from which a patient can 
be supported in a body 
harness to eliminate the 
danger of  falling while 
the patient walks around 
the room as part of  the 
therapy.

Southwest Sport and 
Spine owner Campbell 
said she believes the cen-
ter is the most advanced 
balance center between 
Dallas and Denver and 
Phoenix.

The company also has 
a location in El Paso, 
and it is in the process of  
adding another balance 
center there.

Michael Scanlon is a free-
lance journalist in Las 
Cruces. He may be reached 
at mscanlon999@gmail.
com.

BULLETIN PHOTO BY MICHAEL SCANLON
Chester Brown, right, a physical therapist at Southwest Sport and Spine in Las Cruces, describes what he sees in the eye 
movement of physical therapist Ann Jacquess, wearing headset. The physical therapy center recently added a variety of high-
tech equipment to its balance center and will be offering free fall-risk screenings in January.

Southwest Sport and Spine uses cutting-edge technology
Free balance screenings 
offered in January



With the holi-
days comes what 
has become an 
annual story in 
recent years – 
Amazon’s effort 
at automating 
delivery. Drones 
or driverless cars, 
Amazon is on the 
verge of  eliminat-
ing humans from the de-
livery process. 

This is far from idle 
speculation. Each year, 
Amazon’s efforts become 
less science fiction and 
more science. 

Fully driverless cars are 
expected to be common on 
the nation’s roads by 2050. 
Already, fully automated 
vehicles can be found in 
highly controlled settings, 
such as driverless tractors 
used by farmers in crop 
cultivation. Many vehicles 
have dri ver assist that help 
prevent lane drift or limit 
tailgating. And of course, 
there is the greatest tech-
nological breakthrough of  
our time, automated paral-
lel parking. 

The Society of  Automo-
tive Engineers Interna-
tional (who knew such 
an organization exited) 
has established an inter-
nationally recognized 
standard that identifies 
six levels of  driving auto-
mation, logically labeled 
Level 0 to Level 5. 

Standard unautomated 
cars are Level 0. Commer-
cially available cars are 
either Level 1, standalone 
functionality like paral-
lel parking, or level 2, in 
which complex systems 
can take on some of the 
dynamite driving tasks 
– think lane drift assist. 
At Level 5, the car takes 
on all dynamic driving 
duties – a presence of  a 
driver is not necessary. 
Level 5 autos don’t really 

exist yet, although 
examples such as 
the Google car are 
getting close. 

At present, 
Daimler AG has 
the largest in-
stalled base of  
automated driver 
technologies. 
Their cars can 

keep in the same lane, 
maintain safe distance, 
follow the car in front, 
including stopping when 
necessary, assisted steer-
ing, switch lanes and 
overtake. Tesla and Nissan 
have similar technologies 
available, but have fewer 
automated cars on the 
road.

The economic impact of  
driverless cars is likely to 
be substantial. On study 
by Intel, for example, esti-
mated the impact at $7 tril-
lion dollars by 2050. This 

assumes fully automated 
Level 5 are widely avail-
able by then. This also as-
sumes that consumers and 
businesses will be using 
Mobility-as-a-Service busi-
nesses rather than owning 
an automobile. 

The number of  human-
error caused accidents, 
currently about 90 percent 
of  all accidents, will be 
eliminated to a large ex-
tent. Fewer accidents will 
mean less congestion. Im-
provements in efficiency 
in the use of  roadways will 
also mean less congestion. 
Less congestion effectively 
means more road compac-
ity, which means less road 
construction.

Fully automated driv-
erless cars will have a 
major social impact. Just 
as smart phones allowed 
us to bring work home 
with us in a way like never 

before, driverless cars will 
allow extension of  the 
work day onto the freeway. 
No more mediation; no 
more books-on-tape. 

At the same time that 
many workers become 
more productive, others 
will find themselves with-
out a job. Truck driver 
has long been a job that 
provides a good solid blue-
collar jobs that will be 
eliminated in the driver-
less economy.

Christopher A. Erickson, 
Ph.D., is a professor of  
economics at NMSU. He 
doesn’t like to drive, so 
is looking forward to the 
driverless economy. The 
opinions expressed may 
not be shared by the re-
gents and administration 
of  NMSU. Chris can be 
reached at chrerick@nmsu.
edu.
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$100 per person $900 for a reserved table of 10

To purchase tickets : text 575-644-0778 or 575-649-1646

JANUARY 19, 2018
Outdoor courtyard at NM farm and ranch @ 6:00PM

Join us as the snowy mountains drift into Las Cruces. Wear your winter
coats & fabulous ski gear as we enjoy an icy paradise.

FEATURING:
SNOW • RED CARPET PHOTOS • FIRE PITS • ICE LUGE • GREAT FOOD

6 DIFFERENT DRINK STATIONS
BENEFITINGENTERTAINMENT BY:

TRIPLE JACK & GHETTO BLASTER

$2,500 VIP PACKAGE Includes 10 tickets, reserved table, cocktails all evening hosted
by Marci. Includes a chauffeured van to pick you and your guests up and take you back home after.

CHRIS 
ERICKSON

State of the 
Economy

Leadership NM session
Las Cruces is the host 

of  this year’s Leader-
ship New Mexico’s Core 
Program Economic 
Development Session, 
held Jan. 4-6. Business 
leaders from around the 
state will join the group. 

Speakers at the ses-
sion include:

• New Mexico Eco-
nomic Development 
Department (NMEDD) 
Secretary Matthew 
Geisel

• Don Gray, contract 
locations coordinator, 
New Mexico State Film 
Office

• NM Department of  
Tourism Deputy Secre-
tary Audrey Herrera-
Castillo, 

• Daniel Hicks, chief  
executive officer, Space-
port America

• Dr. Jim Libbin, pro-
fessor, New Mexico State 
University Department 
of  Agricultural Econom-
ics & Agricultural Busi-
ness

• Davin Lopez, presi-
dent and CEO, Mesilla 
Valley Economic De-
velopment Alliance 
(MVEDA)

• Charles Perez, Port 
of  Santa Teresa director

• Scott Maloney, co-
Founder and CEO, Seed 
Worthy, Makers of  Bow-
Tie

While in the Las Cru-
ces area, participants 
will have the opportu-
nity to tour and spend 
time at some of  the ar-
ea’s most notable land-
marks such as Burrell 
College of  Osteopathic 
Medicine, Foxworth-
Galbraith Lumber 
Company, La Posta de 
Mesilla Restaurant, 
New Mexico Farm and 
Ranch Museum, Pete V. 
Domenici Hall at New 
Mexico State University, 

Santa Teresa Border 
Crossing, War Eagles 
Museum, and White 
Sands Missile Range.

The LNM Core Pro-
gram topics include 
health and human 
services, economic de-
velopment, education, 
environmental and 
natural resources, and 
government, crime and 
leadership. The program 
sessions are held over 
ten months in various 
locations around the 
state.

New Housing 
Authority chair

The Mesilla Valley 
Public Housing Author-
ity (MVPHA) Board of  
Commissioners elected 
new officers at its De-
cember meeting. Marcos 
Montes will serve as 
chairman and Felix C. 
Cordero will serve as 
vice chair.

Montes joined the 
MVPHA Board in Febru-
ary 2017. With 24 years 
of  experience in mort-
gage lending, he cur-
rently serves as branch 
manager for Cherry 
Creek Mortgage Co., 
Inc. He replaces Shelly 
Sanders.

Cordero replaces 
Elizabeth Bardwell as 
vice chair. Cordero’s 
diverse professional 
experience includes law 
enforcement and hous-
ing inspector. He is a 
licensed contractor and 
currently serves as fa-
cilities manager for Sitel 
in Las Cruces. 

The MVPHA is gov-
erned by a five-member 
Board of  Commission-
ers, two of  whom are 
appointed by the mayor 
of  the City of  Las Cruces 
and two appointed by 

Driverless cars are in our futureBUSINESS BRIEFS

SEE BRIEFS, PAGE 44
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By LAUREN GOLDSTEIN
For the Bulletin

Roch Hart is a third-
generation New Mexican 
with a deep, genuine ap-
preciation for the land 
and its expansive moun-
tains, desert and scrub, 
and the petroglyphs that 
adorn far reaches of  the 
private, 20,000-acre ranch 
he manages. Hart recog-
nizes that preservation 
is the key to maintaining 
New Mexico’s land heri-
tage. 

As a retired police of-
ficer, former plant man-
ager, tour guide operator 
and photographer, Hart 
maintains that he became 
a rancher almost by ac-
cident. It is through this 
position that he’s used 
entrepreneurial thinking 
to identify a problem at 
his workplace, in this case 
a 20,000-acre ranch, and 
develop a solution for a 
costly situation.

There’s a wild horse 
problem in New Mexico, 
as well as all the arid 
west, and the general 
public is in the dark about 
the issue. The U.S. De-
partment of  Agriculture, 
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment spends an astonish-
ing $80 million dollars per 
year on the capture and 
care of  overpopulated 
wild horses, also known 
as feral horses. Hart wor-
ries that the public won’t 
react until the more in-
humane options of  mass 
roundups and euthanasia 
become visible and rou-
tine.

His company, Wildlife 
Protection Management, 
developed an innovative, 
scalable and humane op-
tion. It is a feeding station 
for wild horses that is 
equipped with the capa-
bility for remote injection 

of  contraceptives. This 
patent-pending method 
is conducted with remote 
delivery. After the horse 
has placed itself  in the 
proper position, an opera-
tor nearly 300 miles away 
is able to dispatch the in-
jection via video surveil-
lance and controls.

Hart is a graduate of  
Arrowhead Center at 
New Mexico State Univer-
sity’s AgSprint program, 
a five-month accelerator 
for innovation in agricul-
ture, funded by the U.S. 
Economic Development 
Administration and New 
Mexico Gas Company.

Wild horses are merely 
startled, not hurt, and 
return almost immedi-
ately to graze at the feed 
station. In addition to 
the contraceptive, and 
in anticipation of  Radio-
Frequency Identification 
technology, the system 
has the capability to de-
liver a microchip so that 

horses can be monitored 
for health and behavior. 
The system has been 
proven to fire at least two 
darts at once, which could 
include a combination of  
contraceptive, RFID chip 
and/or vaccination.

“The system has pro-
duced a ‘wow’ effect,” 
Hart said. “This is really 
game-changing and will 
form a new industry. No 
one in the world has tried 
to do this yet.”

Hart anticipates the 
next prototype, enhanced 
with solar power and 
other features, to be ready 
in April. Experts are sup-
portive of  WPM’s innova-
tion prototype and its vast 
possibilities.

“The remote capabil-
ity of  the WPM device is 
an amazing tool in that it 
saves time and manpower. 
The ability to deliver vac-
cine or birth control in 
this method is far more 
humane than having to 

chase these feral horses, 
for capture and vaccina-
tion or individually dart-
ing from a distance,” said 
Dr. Ralph Zimmerman, 
New Mexico State Veteri-
narian. “To have the abil-
ity to maintain the needs 
of  the horses(or other po-
tential target species with 
minimal fear and stress 
to these animals is huge. 
The system could also be 
used to sedate adoptable 
animals for handling and 
adoption, providing an-
other non-lethal method 
of  population control. Ob-
viously, in this case you 
could schedule appropri-
ate staffing for safe horse 
handling.”

The innovation is also 
a species-specific target, 
which means that the 
technology used to hu-
manely control wild horse 
populations can also be 
adapted to feral dogs, 
feral pigs, deer, and other 
wild animals.

Wildlife Protection 
Management is in the 
process of  raising funds 
for another round of ef-
ficacy testing, focused in 
part on RFID delivery—a 
vital step toward attract-
ing additional federal 
grants and private in-
vestment. The company 
launched a crowdfunding 
campaign this month, and 
they aim to raise $50,000 
to continue testing the 
humane and cost-saving 
solution.

To support WPM’s 
crowdfunding campaign 
to preserve both New 
Mexico’s wild horse 
legacy as well as its 
enchanted land, www.
indiegogo.com/projects/
save-the-wild-horse-an-
american-icon.

Lauren Goldstein is a 
writer at New Mexico 
State University. She may 
be reached at 575-646-5069 
or poet@ad.nmsu.edu.

COURTESY PHOTO
Roch Hart and his company, Wildlife Protection Management, received assistance from New Mexico State University’s Arrow-
head Center AgSprint program to develop an innovative, scalable and humane feeding station for wild horses equipped with 
the capability for remote injection of contraceptives. This patent-pending method is conducted with remote delivery. After 
the horse has placed itself in the proper position, an operator nearly 300 miles away is able to dispatch the injection via video 
surveillance and controls. 

Company develops wild horse feeding stations
the Board of  Doña Ana 
County Commissioners. 
The fifth member of  the 
MVPHA’s board is a 
public housing resident.

Other members for 
2018 include Sanders, 
Bardwell and Joseph 
Figueroa.

Concrete School 
set for January

New Mexico State 
University’s Engi-
neering New Mexico 
Resource Network 
will hold the 54th an-
nual Samuel P. Mag-
gard Quality Concrete 
School in collaboration 
with the New Mexico 
Ready Mix Concrete 
and Aggregates As-
sociation Jan. 12-13 on 
the NMSU Las Cruces 
campus. 

The Quality Concrete 
School provides profes-
sional engineers and 
other individuals in-
volved in the aggregate, 
construction and trans-
portation industry with 
information on the lat-
est industry trends and 
technologies. Sessions 
will include topics such 
as the basic proper-
ties of  concrete, use of  
GPS in Ready Mix and 
construction, sampling 
and testing, shrinkage, 
maturity testing and 
best practices for mega 
projects. 

The Quality Concrete 
School will be led by 
Craig Newtson and 
Brad Weldon, both civil 
engineering professors. 
Participants will earn 
up to 10 professional 
development hours. To 
register, visit nmsu_
qualityconcrete_2018.
eventbrite.com. 

For information, 
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contact Newtson at newt-
son@nmsu.edu or 575-
646-3034.

Specialty crop 
funds available 

If  you have a specialty 
crop, you may be eligible 
for federal funding as part 
of  the Specialty Crops 

Block Grant Program 
(SCBGP). The United 
States Department of  
Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS) provides 
grants to state depart-
ments of  agriculture 
solely to enhance the 
competitiveness of  spe-
cialty crops in either do-
mestic or foreign markets. 

Specialty crops are de-
fined as fruits, vegetables, 

tree nuts, dried fruits, 
horticulture and nursery 
crops, including floricul-
ture.

The funding cycle be-
gins Sept. 29, and grant 
funds are disbursed on 
a reimbursement basis 
only. Funds cannot be 
awarded to projects that 
solely benefit a commer-
cial product or provide 
a profit to a single orga-
nization, institution or 

individual.
The New Mexico De-

partment of  Agriculture 
will offer three work-
shops to assist growers 
and other agribusinesses 
in January. The work-
shops will provide an 
overview of  the grant 
program and the applica-
tion process.

New Mexico Secretary 
of  Agriculture Jeff  Witte 
said the funding provides 

a unique and beneficial 
opportunity to agricul-
turalists in New Mexico.

Previously funded proj-
ects range from one-to-
three years in length and 
vary in amounts from 
$15,000 to over $100,000.

There are certain re-
strictions on the usage 
of  funds. Proposals must 
be submitted to NMDA 
via email by 5 p.m. March 
1 using the template to 

be provided by NMDA 
at www.nmda.nmsu.
edu/marketing. Click on 
“competitive grant pro-
grams” to get started. 

For January workshop 
dates, visit www.nmda.
nmsu.edu/marketing. 
For information, contact 
NMDA Marketing Spe-
cialists Felicia Frost or 
Sarah Hacker at special-
tycrops@nmda.nmsu.edu 
or 575-646-4929.
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Hours: Tues thru Fri - 10AM - 6PMHours: Tues thru Fri - 10AM - 6PMHours: Tues thru Fri - 10AM - 6PMHours: Tues thru Fri - 10AM - 6PM
Saturday : 10AM - 2PMSaturday : 10AM - 2PMSaturday : 10AM - 2PMSaturday : 10AM - 2PM

Phone Number: 527-1411Phone Number: 527-1411Phone Number: 527-1411Phone Number: 527-1411

ALTERATIONS • GIFT SHOPALTERATIONS • GIFT SHOPALTERATIONS • GIFT SHOPALTERATIONS • GIFT SHOP
We can make your clothes fit.We can make your clothes fit.We can make your clothes fit.We can make your clothes fit.

NFL items have arrived.NFL items have arrived.NFL items have arrived.NFL items have arrived.
225 E. Idaho #32 in La Mission Plaza225 E. Idaho #32 in La Mission Plaza225 E. Idaho #32 in La Mission Plaza225 E. Idaho #32 in La Mission Plaza

Las Cruces Home
Builders Associa�on

Monthly Member Highlight

Sheila Gonzalez, Escrow Officer at Dona Ana Title
Company. DATC has been part of the LCHBA for more than
20 years. I became a member in 2017 when I became part
of the Board of Directors. I love that I get to meet so many
professionals in our community and how involved LCHBA
is within the community.

LC3-LV45401

By LAUREN GOLDSTEIN
For the Bulletin

Arrowhead Center, the 
entrepreneurship and 
innovation hub at New  
Mexico State University, 
is offering a new online 
tool to help entrepreneurs 
navigate the winding path 
of  building a successful 
company.

Developed by Ar-
rowhead Innovator-in-
Residence Scott Maloney, 
the Arrowhead Business 
Suite is a streamlined 
package of  entrepreneur-
ial training modules offer-
ing an intuitive extension 
of  Maloney’s experience 
as an innovator and entre-
preneur. 

Maloney’s curriculum 
offers a step-by-step intro-
duction to the vocabulary 
of  business and entrepre-

neurship, which can itself  
seem as challenging as 
a foreign language. The 
suite of  seven sophisti-
cated business tools is 
available at no cost in a 
downloadable workbook 
format to help prepare en-
trepreneurs at any stage, 
from idea to request for 
funding.

Maloney, a third-gen-
eration entrepreneur and 
former lab scientist who 
earned an MBA, describes 
this new work as emerg-
ing organically from his 
“typical non-typical” 
path to entrepreneurship. 
He is the CEO and co-
founder of  Seed Worthy, 
an Internet tech company 
that created BowTie, a 
successful professional 
site-building platform and 
hosting solution. His past 
work includes positions at 

Pfizer and Living Social.
Arrowhead’s in-depth 

programming is the net-
work of  support behind 
Maloney’s curriculum. 
Programs such as student 
and alumni business 
accelerator Studio G, 
LAUNCH proof-of-con-
cept center, Arrowhead 
Sprints (AgSprint, BizS-
print and Health Sprint), 
New Mexico Federal and 
State Technology Part-
nership Program and the 
New Mexico Small Busi-
ness Assistance Program 
are poised to support all 
entrepreneurs who en-
gage with and complete 
the ad hoc modules.

These programs pro-
vide interventions in the 
startup journey, assis-
tance to innovation-based 
small businesses, and 
access to the Arrowhead 

Innovation Network — a 
network comprised of  
enterprise advisors who 
represent expertise in 
business, capital invest-
ment, technology de-
velopment, intellectual 
property and commercial-
ization. 

The modules include 
detailed instructions and 
advice for forecasting, 
marketing; developing a 
digital persona and path-
to-product advertising; 
investment impact (dilu-
tion) and capitalization; 
business plans; and craft-
ing and delivering pitches. 
As part of  the package, 
entrepreneurs will have 
access to a personal advis-
ing session with Maloney.

“Arrowhead Center’s 
diverse programs are 
on the bleeding edge of  
entrepreneurship,” said 

Maloney. “These modules 
introduce entrepreneurs 
to concepts and actions 
they can translate into 
success.” 

Accessibility is key, 
Maloney said. The work-
books, along with many of  
Arrowhead’s acceleration 
and commercialization 
programs, are available 
remotely, so that entre-
preneurs in every part of  
New Mexico might be em-
powered to take the next 
step, and explore the feasi-
bility of  their venture. 

“The Business Suite is 
not just about building 
companies,” said Zetdi 
Sloan, Arrowhead Center 
program director. “It’s 
about giving individuals 
the means to control their 
economic destinies. With 
at-your-pace workbooks 
and advising as-you-need-

it, anyone – from any-
where, at any age, with 
any level of  education or 
professional experience 
– can explore ideas and 
build businesses.”

To access the Arrow-
head Business Suite, visit 
arrowheadcenter.nmsu.
edu/university-center. 
The Arrowhead Business 
Suite is an initiative of  
the U.S. Economic Devel-
opment Administration 
University Center for Re-
gional Commercialization. 
For information on Ar-
rowhead Center’s many 
supporting programs, 
visit arrowheadcenter.
nmsu.edu.

Lauren Goldstein is a 
writer at New Mexico 
State University. She may 
be reached at 575-646-5069 
or poet@ad.nmsu.edu.

Arrowhead Center offers entrepreneurs a digital curriculum
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Epiphany Mariachi Ser-
vice: 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 6, Peace Lutheran 

Church, 1701 E Missouri 
Ave. A festive celebra-
tion of  the Magi.  Info: 
575-522-7119.

Personal goals: 12:30 
p.m., Sunday, Jan. 7, 
Social Hall at the Cen-
ter For Spiritual Living 
at 575 N. Main St. Rev. 
Bonnie Smith will lead 
a visioning for 2018, 
followed by Kathleen 
Wolf  and Lisa Farrell 
facilitating the creation 
of  visioning boards. Ma-
terials provided. 

Sunday Mass: 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday, Southeast cor-
ner of  First Christian 
Church, 1809 El Paseo 
Road. St. John’s Catho-
lic Church of  Antioch 
mass. Open to all. Info: 
575-621-0255 or www.
stjohnscatholicchurcho-
fantioch.org.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICESSUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICESSUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICESSUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
TRADITIONAL:TRADITIONAL:TRADITIONAL:TRADITIONAL:

8:00 AM & 11:00 AM8:00 AM & 11:00 AM8:00 AM & 11:00 AM8:00 AM & 11:00 AM

MODERN:MODERN:MODERN:MODERN:
9:30 AM9:30 AM9:30 AM9:30 AM

Child care providedChild care providedChild care providedChild care provided

Contact us about our bible studies,Contact us about our bible studies,Contact us about our bible studies,Contact us about our bible studies,
community and outreach programscommunity and outreach programscommunity and outreach programscommunity and outreach programs

and our church choir.and our church choir.and our church choir.and our church choir.
Pastor Darren SkinnerPastor Darren SkinnerPastor Darren SkinnerPastor Darren Skinner
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Sunday:
Service & Sunday School

10 a.m.
Wednesday:

Testimonies 7 p.m.

325 West Mountain Ave.
Las Cruces, NM

575-523-5063

All are WELCOME!

First
Church of 

Christ, Scientist

Presbyterian

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH 

Sunday School:  9 am

Traditional Worship 

Service: 10:30
 English, Spanish, and Korean congregations

200 E. Boutz Road, Las Cruces

www.fpc.lc

(575) 526-5559

New Thought

Baptist

www.fb clascruces.com

106 South Miranda
Downtown Las Cruces

524-3691

SUNDAY
Bible Study 9 & 10:45 am
Morning Worship 9 & 10:45 am

WEDNESDAY
Students & Youth 6:00 pm
Adult Connections 6:15 pm

CHILD CARE AVAILABLE

Disciples of Christ/ 
United Church of Christ

Disciples of Christ and
United Church of Christ

FIRST
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

An Open and Affirming Church
working in our Community for 
Civil, Human and Religious 

Rights in the name of 
Jesus the Christ.

1809 El Paseo     524-3245

Sunday Worship 10:15 am

Pastor: Rev. Pam Rowley 

Sunday Worship Services
Traditional — 8:30 a.m. 
Informal  —  11:00 a.m.

Classes for all — 9:45 a.m.

4 blocks north of NMSU
2000 S. Locust  
(575) 522–8220

www.UUMCLasCruces.org

Lutheran

Sunday Worship 
9:00 am

Sunday School
10:30 am

Nursery available
2900 Elks Drive
575.523.4232

www.trinitylutheranlc.org
All are welcome!

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA

Advertise Your Worship 
Services Today!
Call 524-8061

To Be Included

Call 524-8061
To Be Included

Roman Catholic

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIOCESE OF LAS CRUCES

VIEW ALL LISTINGS OF 
CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

ON OUR WEBSITE

WWW.DIOCESEOFLASCRUCES.ORG

Catholic
St. John’s Catholic
Church of Antioch

Sunday Mass at 10:15 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Reclaiming the Original Blessing

1809 El Paseo Rd
Las Cruces, NM

575.621.0255

stjohnscatholicchurchofantioch.org

Christian

Sunday Event

10:30am

Rev. Bonnie Smith
575 N. Main St.

575-523-4847
CSL-LasCruces.org

Sunday Event

10:30am

Rev. Terry Lund
125 Wyatt Drive

unityoflascruces.org

Sunday Event

11:00am

Vickie Avery
140 Taylor Road

wellspringnow.com

In the Heart of Las Cruces

We Live in a Field of Pure Potentiality.

Worship Services

Holy Family 
American 
National 

Catholic Church
An Inclusive Vatican II 
Catholic Community

Masses: Sat. 5:30 pm & 
                Sun. 10:30 am

Clergy: Fr. Jim Lehman, FCM 
            Fr.  Louie Amezaga

702 Parker Rd. 
Las Cruces. NM 88005

575-644-5025

Messianic

Join us at
134 S. Main St. (Griggs & Main)

Service Sat. 1PM
Bible Study Sat 4PM

Join us to learn about 
your Hebrew Roots.

Everyone is welcome!
866-874-7250
etz-chayim.org

Did you know Jesus was Jewish 
and His name was Yeshua?

New Thought

Hear Carol Carnes (as seen  
on TV) in Person  

every Sunday at 10:30 AM at
 Mesilla Community Center  
If you love Oprah, Deepak  

and the Dalai Lama  
you will love our Center!

 www.carolcarnes.com

CHANGE YOUR THINKING – 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE

LC7-LV45803LC7-LV45803LC7-LV45803LC7-LV45803

Thursday, January 11, 2018 at 7 p.m.Thursday, January 11, 2018 at 7 p.m.Thursday, January 11, 2018 at 7 p.m.Thursday, January 11, 2018 at 7 p.m.
Love offering will be taken.Love offering will be taken.Love offering will be taken.Love offering will be taken.

First Baptist ChurchFirst Baptist ChurchFirst Baptist ChurchFirst Baptist Church
Griggs and Miranda, Las Cruces NMGriggs and Miranda, Las Cruces NMGriggs and Miranda, Las Cruces NMGriggs and Miranda, Las Cruces NM

The Lesters began singing as a family in 1925 and have sung inThe Lesters began singing as a family in 1925 and have sung inThe Lesters began singing as a family in 1925 and have sung inThe Lesters began singing as a family in 1925 and have sung in
various configurations of the family all 90 plus years since then!various configurations of the family all 90 plus years since then!various configurations of the family all 90 plus years since then!various configurations of the family all 90 plus years since then!

LIVE IN CONCERTLIVE IN CONCERTLIVE IN CONCERTLIVE IN CONCERT
Join our family for a FREE concert!Join our family for a FREE concert!Join our family for a FREE concert!Join our family for a FREE concert!

www.thelesters.comwww.thelesters.comwww.thelesters.comwww.thelesters.com

WORSHIP CALENDAR
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Non Denominational

Southern New Mexico
Church of God

Sabbath Services
Interactive 
Bible Study

Saturdays 1 p.m.
1701 E Mi i1701 E. Missouri

See us
mornings 10:30 

a.m. on

WeWW  observe all of God’s
Holy Days and acceptHoly Days and accept 

Jesus Christ JJ
as our savior.

650-7359
Con idential private counseling

also available.

Baha'i Faith
The Baha’i Information

& Reading Center
All faiths welcome

Discover the Baha’i Faith

Interfaith Devotional
Sundays 10:30 to 12 p.m.

“All the messengers of God have 

been sent for the sole purpose of 

guiding mankind to the straight 

path of Truth.”

525 E. Lohman
Kristy Parks, 575.522.0467

Episcopal
ST. ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

Rector: The Rev. Canon 
Scott A. Ruthven

Weekday Services
Tuesday - 9:30 AM - Morning Prayer
Thursday - Noon - Holy Eucharist

non

Sunday Services

8:30 AM - Rite 1
10:30 AM - Rite 2

518 N. Alameda Blvd. 
526-6333

www.SaintAndrewsLC.org

“Digging deep 
wells so others 
may drink.”

www.stjameslascruces.org

Biblically 
Orthodox Traditional 

Anglican Worship

102 St. James Avenue • 526-2389
Corner of University & S. Main

Sunday: 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday: 10 a.m.

Jewish

Friday Services vary, please check
our website for this week’s time

Shabbat Morning Services
at 10:15 am

WWW.TBELC.ORG
3980 SONOMA SPRINGS AVE.

575-524-3380
Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol

Member of Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE BETH-EL
OF LAS CRUCES

OURS IS A DIVERSE AND GROWING
JEWISH COMMUNITY

CALVARY
CHRISTIAN
CENTER

We are fundamental by belief, 
Pentecostal by experience. If you are 
looking for enthusiastic worship and 

uncompromised preaching of the Word of 
God, we invite you to come worship. 

All are welcome. 

Pastor Mark Jordan 

Worship services 10:30 a.m. 
Sundays at 4211 Elks Drive.

For more information, call 575-323-3442 www.riveroflifeupc.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday School at 10am

Sunday Morning Worship
Service at 11am

Wednesday Bible Study at 7pm
1880 N. Solano

Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-405-4269

Advertise 
Your Worship 

Services Today!
Call 524-8061

To Be Included

Worship Services

December cele-
brations that have 
symbols of  light 
associated with 
them (Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwan-
zaa and others) 
reflect the need 
for brightness 
to counter the 
increase in daily 
hours of  darkness as 
the winter begins. These 
observances bear other 
meanings as well, with 
light as the foundation of  
their message. 

During the celebration 
of  Hanukkah, which com-
memorates a victory for 
religious freedom won by 
Jews in Judea in 165 BC, I 
asked my congregants at 
Temple Beth-El to share 
one word about what the 

festival meant to 
them this year.   

Their responses 
encompassed a 
wide range of  
aspects of  the 
holiday and its re-
lation to our lives 
today.  The “one-
word” descrip-
tions I received 

included: 
Gratitude and pride.  

Triumph and hope. 
Family and Continuity.  
Endurance and persever-
ance.  Remembrance and 
tradition.  Freedom and 
survival. Empowerment 
and enlightenment.  Dedi-
cation and responsibility. 
Commitment and focus. 

Some of these values 
naturally flowed from a 
story about a people seek-

ing to hold on to their 
house of  worship, their 
faith, and their right to 
be different in the face 
of  a ruler who sought to 
change them and insist 
that they be like “every-
one else.” 

Other principles ex-
pressed how we can find 
ways, today, to be heroic 
on our own terms and to 
offer our help to people 
in need whose circum-
stances have led them to a 
place where hope is ours 
to give them. 

That is how I view 
the annual effort of  my 
congregation to serve 
breakfast at Camp Hope 
on Christmas morn-
ing. Many Temples and 
synagogues around the 
country try to find ways 

to serve their communi-
ties on a day when regular 
volunteers at hospitals 
and helping programs 
may be at home celebrat-
ing the holiday.  

In 2012, members of  
Temple Beth-El sought to 
identify a way in which 
we could make a small 
impact on people who 
needed some warmth 
and cheer. We called on 
congregants to provide 
donations of  food, funds, 
time and energy so that 
we would be able to serve 
a hot breakfast at Camp 
Hope.    

As it has turned out 
over the six years of  this 
effort, we have not only 
served a meal, but we 
also have had a chance to 
speak with the people who 

came. We have listened to 
their stories, and we have 
tried to provide them with 
a sense that there are peo-
ple who care about them.   

In recent years, our 
Religious School children 
have created goodie bags 
that residents could take 
with them. This year, they 
also made greeting cards 
that they hoped would 
lift the spirits of  the re-
cipients.  Several of  our 
students were present to 
directly deliver these gifts 
of  their hands and hearts.  

I know that there are 
other organizations and 
congregations engaging in 
this type of  activity to dis-
pel darkness with light, to 
replace hopelessness with 
a spark of  hope, and to 
offer warmth to counter 

the chill in the air.   
These acts bring a 

brightness that can be 
sensed in the one who 
gives and the one who 
receives. They reflect 
every value that my con-
gregants cited in relation 
to Hanukkah, because it 
is, through our giving and 
our dedication, that more 
people will be able to live 
well and thrive every 
day. May that be a goal 
for which we continue to 
strive individually and as 
a community.  

Rabbi Larry Karol has 
served as spiritual leader 
of  Temple Beth-El (www.
tbelc.org) in Las C ruces 
since July 2011. His writ-
ings are available at rabbi-
larrykarol.blogspot.com. 

December confers light on givers and receivers

RABBI 
KAROL

Seeking Harmony
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Las Cruces photog-
rapher Seth Madell has 
nabbed Doña Ana Pho-
tography Club’s (DAPC) 
2017 Photographer of  the 
Year and Photo of  the 
Year awards. 

DAPC hosts the photo 
contest each year, which 
encourages members to 

use ideas 
and tech-
niques 
learned 
through 
monthly 
club pro-
grams 
and Sat-

urday photo boot camp 
series. 

Madell was chosen 
photographer of  the year 
for his consistently high-
quality, unique photos 
submitted during the 
year, according to a press 
releases. 

He also won 2017 Photo 
of  the Year with mono-
chrome photo “Grand 
Central Terminal” which 
has subtle humor with 
the Apple logo near the 
source of  light shining 
down on digital users, 
creating a cathedral 
lighting effect.  

Madell moved to Las 
Cruces in 1995, after 
growing up on Long Is-
land, New York, living 
and working in Phila-
delphia, and attending 
medical school at Tulane 
University in New Or-
leans, Louisiana. 

Madell began honing 
his photo skills after he 
retired from his private 
occupational medicine 

DAPC PHOTO OF THE YEAR CONTEST WINNERS
Blue ribbon winners:
Seth Madell (2), Bob Hamre (3), Paul Bosselait, Victor Gibbs, 
Gerald Guss, Bill Hanson, Robert Peticolas, Carl Maier, Heather 
Tharp

Red ribbon winners:
Marcia Corl (2), Will Keener (2), Rob Peinert (2), Heather Tharp 
(2), Gerald Guss, Julie Schmitt, Erik Winter, Maria Zucconi

UPCOMING DAPC EVENTS
• 7 p.m., Jan. 2, “Learning To See By Feeling,” Southwest Envi-
ronmental Center, 275 N. Main St. 
• Jan. 13, Photo boot camp series begins
• Jan. 16, “Learning About Your Camera,” SWEC
Information: www.daphotoclub.org

Local photographer nabs top awards at annual contest

PHOTO BY SETH MADELL

Photo of the Year “Grand Central Terminal”

PHOTO BY CARL MAIER

“White Sands Wall” SEE AWARD, PAGE 50

SETH MADELL
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A memorable wedding 
or quinceañera requires a 
lot of  planning, and it takes 
time to research available 
options for each detail. Sim-
plify it at the Las Cruces 
Bridal & Special Events 
Showcase, which returns to 
the Las Cruces Convention 
Center, 680 E. University 
Ave., from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 28. 

The annual event brings 
together a wide range of  
products and services for 
weddings, special events 
and more. Taste samples 
from area caterers, get 
planning ideas, meet DJs, 
and take in a fashion show 
for the latest in prom, 
quinceañera, wedding cou-
ture and hair styling. 

Wedding photographers, 

caterers, venue managers, 
limo businesses, dressmak-
ers and more will be on site. 

An event highlight will 
be a live wedding, awarded 
free to one couple. Local 

radio station Magic 105 co-
sponsors the “Tie the Knot” 
contest.

Tickets are $5 in ad-
vance at Renee’s Bridal, 
Enchanted Occasions, or 

at www.LasCrucesBrid-
alShowcase.com. Admis-
sion will be $7 at the door 
on the day of  the event. 

For information, contact 
Mays at 575-522-1232.

Top 10 lists are 
generally reserved 
for the end of  the 
year, reviewing the 
concluding year’s 
ten best films, 
books, TV shows, 
microwave burritos, 
pothole repairs and 
inappropriate but 
funny jokes told 
by friends. My Top 10 list 
looks forward, into the 
coming year and what 
I want to accomplish in 
2018. 

10. Finish my novel. By 
“finish my novel,” I mean 
start my novel. By “start 
my novel,” I mean think 
up a story, characters, 
plot, dialogue, backstory 
and sassy witticisms. 
Maybe move to Paris and 
live it a small writer’s gar-
ret or sequester myself  in 

an isolated cabin 
in the desert with-
out distractions, 
so I could focus 
the 37 chapters I 
haven’t yet writ-
ten. 

9. Take tap 
dance lessons. 
Ever since I 
watched my first 

Fred Astaire movie (“Top 
Hat”) and Gene Kelly 
movie (“Anchors Away”), 
I’ve thought about taking 
tap dance lessons. Several 
things have gotten in my 
way, most notably lack of  
tap dancing talent. 

8. Win a Nobel Prize. 
Not one of  the difficult 
ones like Chemistry or 
Peace or Tap Dancing, 
but one of  the minor ones 
like penmanship, helping 
friends move or macaroni 

and cheese preparation. 
7. Audition for a com-

munity theater perfor-
mance. I hope one of  
the many local theaters 
decides to stage the classic 
“12 Angry Men,” because 
I’d be a natural for a role. I 
can count to 12, I’m quick 
to anger, and I’m a man. 
Casting directors, you 
know how to get a hold of  
me. 

6. I should really clean 
the house more often. 
I won’t be featured on 
“Hoarders” or anything 
like that, but I didn’t in-
herit the vacuuming chro-
mosome from my sainted 
mother. I don’t even know 
what the word “dusting” 
means.

5. Read my poetry in 
public. I write mediocre 
poetry, and then I send it 

to my friend John – a won-
derful poet – for editing. I 
accept all his suggestions, 
and then pass it off  as my 
own. It’s a great system. 
However, I haven’t read it 
for anyone, and I do want 
to get out of  my comfort 
zone and show my vulner-
able and sensitive side in 
public. 

4. Visit more places in 
my adopted home state. 
Any state with a wide 
bend in the road called Pie 
Town is OK with me. Also, 
Santa Fe is pretty, I’m told, 
but Pie Town is first on 
the list. 

3. Alter my coffee in-
take. I drink a lot of  coffee, 
five, six, seven, eight cups 
a day. But I don’t think 
that’s the right amount. I 
need to drink a lot more, 
to get more accomplished, 

or cut way back, to get 
more sleep. I’m not sure. 

2. Lose another (none 
of  your business) pounds. 
I’ve made great progress 
to date and I can’t slide 
backwards. Two reasons: 
I’m healthier and I’ve 
given away all my fat 
clothes as an incentive to 
get and stay thin. I don’t 
think I can afford a new 
wardrobe, so losing weight 
is my only alternative. 

Set up Wilke For Presi-
dent 2020 committee. My 
platform will include:

Move to daylight sav-
ings time and keep it there 
year-round.

Alaska and Hawaii vote 
a day ahead of  the lower 
48 states. 

Corporal punishment 
for people who take too 
long to answer important 

emails.
(I was going to propose 

selling off  North Dakota, 
but I just met a really, 
really nice person from 
Fargo, so I’m putting that 
on hold.)

Abolish the Electoral 
College. All votes count 
the same, what a concept! 

The seventh game of the 
World Series will be con-
sidered a national holiday. 

A pound of fudge for all 
taxpayers who file before 
Feb. 15, helping alleviate 
the last-minute rush.

It’s going to be a busy 
year.

Phil Wilke is a recent 
transplant to Las Cruces, 
would appreciate your 
vote, and is a freelance 
writer. He can be reached at 
wilkephil@yahoo.com.
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2884 N. Roadrunner Parkway |Las Cruces, NM 88011
Phone: 575 522-1110 | www.genesishcc.com

DEMENTIA CARE
Connecting in a way that works for the individual
Caring for residents with conditions that affect thinking and memory is a special privilege. Genesis
HealthCare is committed to providing a safe, caring, therapeutic and supportive environment
which enhances emotional and spiritual wellness and overall life satisfaction to persons living with
Alzheimer’s disease or related dementias.

Genesis CareLine at 866-745-CARE | www.genesishcc.com

Specialized care delivered with warmth and understanding.

LC3-LV44319

New Mexico’s Natural Choice

575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546575-526-4427 • 1-800-453-5546
3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces3700 W. Picacho Ave • Las Cruces

www.ziagas.comwww.ziagas.comwww.ziagas.comwww.ziagas.com

As always, Zia personnel are availableAs always, Zia personnel are availableAs always, Zia personnel are availableAs always, Zia personnel are available
24/7 for all natural gas emergencies.24/7 for all natural gas emergencies.24/7 for all natural gas emergencies.24/7 for all natural gas emergencies.

Call (575) 526-4GAS (427)Call (575) 526-4GAS (427)Call (575) 526-4GAS (427)Call (575) 526-4GAS (427)
if you have a natural gas emergency.if you have a natural gas emergency.if you have a natural gas emergency.if you have a natural gas emergency.

Did you know that gas, water, and utility lines have aDid you know that gas, water, and utility lines have aDid you know that gas, water, and utility lines have aDid you know that gas, water, and utility lines have a
huge network that is hidden safely away underground?huge network that is hidden safely away underground?huge network that is hidden safely away underground?huge network that is hidden safely away underground?
Digging or excavation of any kind could interruptDigging or excavation of any kind could interruptDigging or excavation of any kind could interruptDigging or excavation of any kind could interrupt
those services if you don’t call 8-1-1 first. Worse yetthose services if you don’t call 8-1-1 first. Worse yetthose services if you don’t call 8-1-1 first. Worse yetthose services if you don’t call 8-1-1 first. Worse yet
damage to utility lines can pose a danger to you, yourdamage to utility lines can pose a danger to you, yourdamage to utility lines can pose a danger to you, yourdamage to utility lines can pose a danger to you, your
family, and the community. BE SAFE, make a free call,family, and the community. BE SAFE, make a free call,family, and the community. BE SAFE, make a free call,family, and the community. BE SAFE, make a free call,
dial 8-1-1 from any phone, anytime BEFORE startingdial 8-1-1 from any phone, anytime BEFORE startingdial 8-1-1 from any phone, anytime BEFORE startingdial 8-1-1 from any phone, anytime BEFORE starting
any digging projects. We will come out to mark theany digging projects. We will come out to mark theany digging projects. We will come out to mark theany digging projects. We will come out to mark the
utility lines in your area. It’s fast, it’s free, it’s 8-1-1.utility lines in your area. It’s fast, it’s free, it’s 8-1-1.utility lines in your area. It’s fast, it’s free, it’s 8-1-1.utility lines in your area. It’s fast, it’s free, it’s 8-1-1.
Naturally the smart decision.Naturally the smart decision.Naturally the smart decision.Naturally the smart decision.

BEFOREBEFOREBEFOREBEFOREBEFORE
YOU DIG!YOU DIG!YOU DIG!YOU DIG!YOU DIG!

LC3-LV45779LC3-LV45779LC3-LV45779LC3-LV45779

PHIL
WILKE

Life Lessons

My 2018 to-do list is getting longer

Bridal, event showcase returns



practice in 2014. He 
joined the photo club and 
participated in regular 
photo theme projects and 
print contests.  

“Camera-wise, I grew 
up with a Kodak Insta-
matic, but I bought a film 
SLR in 1982 just after 
I had graduated from 
med school, my first big 
purchase,” Madell said. 
“It was a Nikon film cam-
era, which is probably 
the reason I have always 
done Nikon cameras be-
cause that is what I am 
familiar with. I got my 
first digital SLR in 2003 
and I have had a couple 
of  upgrades since then. 

“Photography has 
always been something 
that I enjoyed, but was 
never serious about until 
the past couple of  years, 
when I really made a 
point of  figuring out why 
some of  my shots looked 
bad and what I could do 
about it.”

Madell, along with Vic-
tor Gibbs, Gary Spencer 
and David Niver, were 
the top photographers in 
the three quarterly print 
contests.

Of  special note in the 
New Photographer cat-

egory, Bob Hamre, new 
to Las Cruces, won three 
blue ribbons and Heather 
Tharp won one blue and 
two red ribbons.

Judges were Paul 
Schranz, Mia Gonzalez, 
Storm Sermay, Linda 
Bernhardt and Jessica 
Robinson.  Photos were 
judged 70 percent on sub-
jective/emotional impact 
and 30 percent on techni-
cal skill.
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PHOTO BY ROBERT PETICOLAS
“Bisti Night”

PHOTO BY GERALD GUSS
“The Calm Before the Storm”
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PHOTO BY BOB HAMRE
“The Mitten”

PHOTO BY PAUL BOSSELAIT
“Farrier and Horse”

“Evening Storms”

PHOTO BY BILL HANSON

PHOTO BY BOB HAMRE
“Western Wisp”
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Harlow
My name is Harlow and I am 15 months old. I am playful, friendly and get along well with other cats.  
Drop by and visit me and my wonderful kitty family. Cat’s Meow Adoption Center, 2211 N. Mesquite 
St., is open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday to Sunday. The center welcomes volunteers and donations. For 
information, visit www.thecatsmeowlascruces.com or call 575-639-3036. 

• As soon as you 
load your horse in 
the trailer, he will 
take a dump.

• Any 4th of  July 
rodeo will get rained 
out.

• The more a new 
pair of  boots cost, 
the quicker you will 
scuff  a big chunk off  
the toe.

• The further you get 
from home in your straw 
hat, the harder the wind 
will blow.

• No matter who you 
vote for, you finally have 
to admit it didn’t make 
any difference.

• Any law passed by 
Congress will either 
increase your taxes or de-
crease your freedom.

• Anyone the press calls 
an environmentalist does 
not make a living produc-
ing anything you can use.

• If  you go to a 
psychiatrist long 
enough they will 
eventually find 
something wrong 
with you.

• The further 
you get from the 
shop, the more 
you will need the 
tool you forgot.

• If  you go out to re-
build fence, you will find 
you are two posts and 20 
feet of  wire short to finish 
the job.

• If  you dig a trench, 
you will hit a forgotten 
water line.

• If  you hit a horse on 
the highway, it will be the 
most expensive horse the 
guy owns.

• If  you don’t get your 
grain bought at harvest, 
the price will eventually 
go up.

• If  you get all your 

grain bought at harvest, 
the price will eventually 
go down.

• If  after 10 years of  se-
lective breeding you have 
finally achieved the tall-
est yearling bulls in the 
show ring, this will be the 
year the trend starts the 
other way.

• If  you sort the heavy 
end of  the calvy heif-
ers into a pen under the 
lights, there will be six 
left in the other bunch 
that calve first.

• March will never be 
as bad as November, be-
cause in November you 
always have March to 
look forward to.

Baxter Black is a cowboy 
poet, former large animal 
veterinarian and enter-
tainer of  the agricultural 
masses.  Learn more at 
www.baxterblack.com.

BAXTER 
BLACK

On the Edge 
of Common Sense

Reflections 
of  the past year 
filled me with 
fond memories, 
nostalgia, and a 
really big smile 
as I reminisced 
of  times spent 
with close 
friends, family, 
coworkers, and 
the Good Samaritan resi-
dents I am so fortunate to 
interact with on a daily 
basis. 

With age, I have 
learned to laugh at my-
self  more frequently and 
not take myself  so seri-
ously. For instance, over 
Christmas my husband 
and I booked a hotel as 
our son was hosting the 
whole family for the 
holidays. We wanted to 
make sure to be back at 
his house early Christ-
mas day as we were 
sure the grandchildren 
would be up quite early. 
Not wanting to wake 
him, I grabbed the toi-
letries and headed for 
the shower. As I poured 
out the crème rinse, I 
remembered thinking it 
had a very strange con-
sistency.  After I finished 
getting ready, I located 
my reading glasses to 

see what type 
of  conditioner I 
had placed on my 
hair as I wanted 
to make sure to 
never purchase 
that brand again. 
You guessed it, 
instead of  crème 
rinse, I had put 
hand lotion in 

my hair. A younger me 
would have been morti-
fied and never shared 
that story as I would 
have been too embar-
rassed. An older me can 
laugh it off  and tuck it 
away to be shared at a 
future date with good 
humor to a friend who 
is having a bad day and 
needs some cheering up.  

It appears that this 
wisdom of  laughing at 
myself  is infectious and 
my lack of  perfection 
and funny happenings 
give way to good-hu-
mored laughter to those 
I interact with daily. I 
often find myself  saying, 
“You see, I am helping 
to make you live longer 
through laughter!”

In my endeavor to 
find some words of  wis-
dom for the new year, 
it occurred to me that 
rather than working on 

what I felt might be my 
imperfections, I should 
just make the commit-
ment to laugh more. Vast 
amounts of  research 
have been done on the 
positive effects of  laugh-
ter. Laughter has been 
known to enhance ones’ 
immune system, which 
helps improve resistance 
to sickness and disease, 
reduces stress, puts you 
in a more positive mood 
and makes you feel hap-
piness. Laughing really 
may be able to add years 
to your life.  

So, as you begin mak-
ing your resolutions 
for 2018, I hope you will 
consider adding “Laugh-
ing More” to your list. 
After all, laughing is 
a really simple way of  
doing something positive 
for your body and mind 
while making you feel 
good as well.  

Penney McClarin is the 
director of  resource devel-
opment and marketing at 
Good Samaritan Society-
Las Cruces Village. She 
has lived in Las Cruces 
for 11 years. Contact her 
at pmcclari@good-sam.
com. 

PENNEY 
McCLARIN

Good Samaritans

Ringing in the new year with laughterThings you can count on

CAT’S MEOW ADOPTABLE CAT OF THE WEEK
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The New Mexico Department of  
Health (NMDOH) launched a new 
website for New Mexico residents 
to compare Medicaid health care 
costs for nine medical procedures 
across the state. The website is a 
requirement of  Senate Bill 323, 
enacted in 2015, which amended 
the Health Information System Act 
and tasked NMDOH with providing 
New Mexico residents with public 
access to a user-friendly website 
that provides health care costs and 
other data. 

It provides cost estimates to Med-
icaid by facility and/or provider, as 
well as overall facility-level quality 
measures, including the number of  
eligible health care personnel who 
have received a flu vaccination and 
patient recommendations of  the fa-
cility (on a scale of  0-10). New Mex-
ico joins only a handful of  other 
states in making health care costs 
more transparent for its residents.

“Transparency around health 
care costs does not only serve an 
educational purpose, it empow-
ers New Mexico residents to make 
more informed decisions about 
their healthcare options,” said De-
partment of  Health Secretary Lynn 
Gallagher in a news release.

Price-transparency tools encour-
age private insurers and public 
programs to reward quality and 
efficiency, help patients make in-
formed choices about their care and 
help providers improve by bench-
marking their performance against 
others. 

To access the website, visit www.
nmhealthcarecompare.com. 

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

You are not alone.
That’s the message the 

Southern New Mexico Suicide 
Prevention and Survivor Sup-
port Coalition (SPSSC) wants 
to communicate to anyone 
thinking of  hurting or killing 
him- or herself, or to anyone 
who has survived a suicide at-
tempt or is a friend or family 
member of  someone who has 
committed suicide.

“2018 is going to be a very 
important year for us,” said 
SPSSC Co-Chair Dr. Satya 
Rao. “With openness and com-
passion, I think we can make a 
difference.” 

Rao is a professor of  public 
health sciences at New Mexico 
State University.

People often don’t see the 
urgency needed to deal with 
suicide prevention and sup-
port, Rao said, especially the 
very young, including Las 
Cruces teenagers. 

“How can we support peo-
ple, so this doesn’t happen as 
often as it does?” Rao asked.

It requires creativity and 
fearlessness, she said.

There are two basic parts to 
SPSSC’s mission: prevention 
and support for survivors, said 
coalition co-chair Dr. Marga-
ret Short, who is director of  
Memorial Medical Center’s 
Pastoral Care Department.

Rao said New Mexico ranks 
fourth in the nation for sui-
cides per capita, and is sev-
enth highest in homicides. The 
state also is ranked 49th for 
child well-being, she said.

Rao said there is a direct 

correlation between child wel-
fare and suicide attempts.

For a high-school aged child 
with seven of the 10 basic ad-
verse childhood experiences 
(ACE) outlined by the national 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), Short 
said, the potential for suicide 
goes up 51 times. For an adult 
who had seven of the 10 fac-
tors as a child, the rate goes up 
30 times.

To see the ACE question-
naire, visit acestoohigh.com/
got-your-ace-score. Learn 
more about the study at www.

cdc.gov/violenceprevention/
acestudy.

 Some suicide survivors in 
their 70s and 80s are still trau-
matized by the memories of  
the parents’ divorce decades in 
the past, Rao said. 

The high rate of  poverty 
locally and statewide contrib-
utes to a higher potential for 
suicide, Short said, along with 
homelessness.

“How can you be a kid when 
you fend for yourself,” Rao 
said.

Rao and Short said SPSSC 
is developing partnerships in 

the community to help get the 
word out about suicide preven-
tion and support, especially 
among children.

The coalition is reaching out 
to local schools, New Mexico 
State University and Doña Ana 
Community College to help 
teachers, professors and other 
professionals become more 
aware of  “the difference they 
can make” to a child a young 
adult considering harming 
him- or herself  or committing 
suicide, Short said.

“It’s actually a good thing to 

State 
launches 
health care 
website

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN PHOTO BY MIKE COOK

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Short, left, and Dr. Satya Rao, co-chairs of the 
Southern New Mexico Suicide Prevention and Survivor Support Coali-
tion, spoke about the coalition at Memorial Medical Center’s Pastoral 
Care Lunch Dec. 15 at the hospital. 

GET SUPPORT
The Southern New Mexico Sui-
cide Prevention and Survivor 
Support Coalition (SPSSC) 
meets 4:30-6 p.m. the first and 
third Mondays of every month, 
Center for Grief Services at 
Mesilla Valley Hospice, 200 E. 
Montana Ave. The peer-led sup-
port group is open to any adult 
survivor of suicide.
Free. Info: Dr. Satya Rao at 575-
635-6265 or Dr. Margaret Short 
at margaret.short@LPNT.net.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
If you are considering hurting 
yourself or ending your life or 
you know someone who is, call 
or contact:
• 911
• National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline, 800-273-8255, sui-
cidepreventionlifeline.org
• New Mexico Crisis and Access 
Line at 855-NMCRISIS (662-
7474) or the Peer-to-Peer Warm-
line at 855-466-7100
• Youth Mental Health Line: 888-
568-1112
• Child Help USA: 800-422-4453

Suicide prevention, support 
means you are not alone

SEE SUPPORT, PAGE 54



Diabetes classes: 1-4 p.m. 
Jan. 9-11, Families and 
Youth Inc., 1320 S. Solano. 
Southern New Mexico 
Diabetes Outreach will 
hold a series of  three dia-
betes classes in English 
and Spanish by Diabetes 
educator T.J. Jasso, RN, 
BS. Info: (575) 522-0289 or 
email: snmdo@snmdo.
org.

Early-stage Alzheimer’s 
support: 2-3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 30, Peace 
Lutheran Church, 1701 
Missouri Ave. Families 
facing Alzheimer’s dis-
ease will have access to 
a class offered by the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
New Mexico Chapter. 
Cost: Free. Info and 
registration: Lindsey 
Bachman, 800-272-3900 or 
email lmbachman@alz.
org. 

Alzheimer’s group: 10-11 
a.m., second Thursday 
of  every month, 1155 S. 
Telshor Blvd., Suite 202. 
Early Stages Alzheimer’s 
Support Group meets. At-
tend with a friend or fam-
ily member. 

 
ONGOING

Adult Dance Fitness: 
8:30-10 a.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Dance your 
way to fitness. Ballet, 
8-9 a.m. Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Professional 
instructor. Class size 
limited. $20-$45 a month. 
Tryout free. Info: 575-405-
4124.

Alzheimer’s and dementia 
support group: 11:30 a.m. 
Thursdays, Uno Pizze-
ria & Grill, 2102 Telshor 
Court. Arbors of  Del Rey 
Assisted Living Com-
munity support meeting 
offers information and 
interventions. Info: 575-
382-5200.

Ambercare Hospice Volun-
teer Program: Ambercare 
seeks individuals inter-
ested in volunteers to 
offer comfort and support 
to patients and their fami-
lies. Hospice volunteers 
read, take walks, listen or 
provide companionship. 
Training provided. Info: 
575-556-8409, ext. 12418, or 
jlopez@ambercare.com.

Aquatic cardio: 6:45-7:45 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, Las Cruces Regional 
Aquatic Center, 1401 E. 
Hadley Ave. Las Cruces 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment offers a Pound 
class, rhythmic cardio 
jam session, combining 
light resistance with 
constant simulated drum-
ming. The total body 
workout fuses cardio, 
Pilates, isometric move-
ments, plyometrics into 
a 45-minute series. Info: 
575-541-2782.

Birth, death certificates: 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday, Vital Records 
Office at the Las Cruces 
Public Health Office, 1170 
N. Solano Drive. Closed 
noon-1 p.m. Info: 575-528-
5046. 

Bone Boosters: 11:30 a.m. 
first Thursday. Sponsored 
by National Osteoporosis 
Foundation/New Mexico 
Affiliate. Info: 575-522-

5106 or 575-522-0503 to 
RSVP. 

Breast cancer support 
group: Meets 10-11:30 a.m. 
fourth Saturday each 
month, Memorial Medi-
cal Center, 2450 S. Telshor 
Blvd., west side annex 
building. Free, no pre-
registration, open to all. 

Breastfeeding support 
group: 10-11:30 a.m. every 
Friday, Memorial Medical 
Center, 2450 S. Telshor 
Blvd., West Annex, Piñon 
A meeting room. Mama’s 
Milk Club Breastfeeding 
Support Group. Refresh-
ments provided. Cost: 
free. Info: 575-521-5393.

Cancer support group: 
6:30-8 p.m. second and 
fourth Tuesday, Univer-
sity United Methodist 
Church, 2000 S. Locust St. 
Cancer Care is a support 
group for those dealing 
with cancer, (patients, 
survivors, caregivers, 
family and friends). Info: 
Betty Harris, 575-524-3994 
or the church office, 575-
522-8220.

Co-Dependents Anony-
mous: 7 p.m. Mondays, 
Peace Lutheran 
Church, 1701 E. Mis-
souri, Room 107. A 12-
step program to let go 
of  unhealthy rescuing 
behavior. Info: www.

coda.org or Wayne at 
575-647-5684.

Diabetes support group: 
10-11:15 a.m. third Thurs-
day in the meeting room 
of Natural Grocers, 3970 
E. Lohman Ave. Diabetes 
Educational Support 
Group meetings provide 
open discussion and teach-
ing regarding diabetes and 
a question-and-answer pe-
riod. Info: 575-522-0289.

Flu vaccines: Immuniza-
tion Hotline, toll free 866-
681-5872, or visit flushot.
healthmap.org.  

Immunization services: 
For children up to 18, 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings at the 
New Mexico Department 
of  Health’s Las Cruces 
Central Public Health Of-
fice, 1170 N. Solano Drive. 
Info: 575-528-5006.
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Calista Animal Hospital
1889 Calle de Niños • www.calistaanimalhospital.com

Animal Services CenterAnimal Services CenterAnimal Services CenterAnimal Services Center
of the Mesilla Valleyof the Mesilla Valleyof the Mesilla Valleyof the Mesilla Valley
3551 Bataan Memorial West3551 Bataan Memorial West3551 Bataan Memorial West3551 Bataan Memorial West

Help sponsor anHelp sponsor anHelp sponsor anHelp sponsor an
adoptable animal!adoptable animal!adoptable animal!adoptable animal!
To sponsor call:To sponsor call:To sponsor call:To sponsor call:
524-8061524-8061524-8061524-8061

To adopt call:To adopt call:To adopt call:To adopt call:
382-0018382-0018382-0018382-0018

or visitor visitor visitor visit
petango.com/ascmvpetango.com/ascmvpetango.com/ascmvpetango.com/ascmv

Calista Animal Hospital
Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”

BlossomDomestic Medium Hair

White/Brown Tabby
4/15/2015Female
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This pretty blooming gal is Blossom. She is a calm and quietThis pretty blooming gal is Blossom. She is a calm and quietThis pretty blooming gal is Blossom. She is a calm and quietThis pretty blooming gal is Blossom. She is a calm and quiet
two-year-old white and brown tabby. She has a mild personalitytwo-year-old white and brown tabby. She has a mild personalitytwo-year-old white and brown tabby. She has a mild personalitytwo-year-old white and brown tabby. She has a mild personality
and loves to sit and be scratched on the head and under the chin.and loves to sit and be scratched on the head and under the chin.and loves to sit and be scratched on the head and under the chin.and loves to sit and be scratched on the head and under the chin.
If you are looking for the perfect lap cat, come stop by the ASCMVIf you are looking for the perfect lap cat, come stop by the ASCMVIf you are looking for the perfect lap cat, come stop by the ASCMVIf you are looking for the perfect lap cat, come stop by the ASCMV
to adopt this lovely lady today!to adopt this lovely lady today!to adopt this lovely lady today!to adopt this lovely lady today!

Let us help youLet us help youLet us help youLet us help you FITFITFITFIT into yourinto yourinto yourinto your

MEDICALLY SUPERVISEDMEDICALLY SUPERVISEDMEDICALLY SUPERVISEDMEDICALLY SUPERVISED

WEIGHT LOSSWEIGHT LOSSWEIGHT LOSSWEIGHT LOSS

LOSE UP TO 20-30 LBS.LOSE UP TO 20-30 LBS.LOSE UP TO 20-30 LBS.LOSE UP TO 20-30 LBS.

THE FIRST MONTHTHE FIRST MONTHTHE FIRST MONTHTHE FIRST MONTH

Eating Your Own Food -Eating Your Own Food -Eating Your Own Food -Eating Your Own Food -

No Shakes or Packaged FoodsNo Shakes or Packaged FoodsNo Shakes or Packaged FoodsNo Shakes or Packaged Foods
B12 shot & appetite suppressant includedB12 shot & appetite suppressant includedB12 shot & appetite suppressant includedB12 shot & appetite suppressant included

WWW.FITMEDICALWEIGHTLOSS.COMWWW.FITMEDICALWEIGHTLOSS.COMWWW.FITMEDICALWEIGHTLOSS.COMWWW.FITMEDICALWEIGHTLOSS.COMWWW.FITMEDICALWEIGHTLOSS.COM

Get$50 Off
your first visit

SKINNY JEANSSKINNY JEANSSKINNY JEANSSKINNY JEANS

LAS CRUCES (575) 222-4994LAS CRUCES (575) 222-4994LAS CRUCES (575) 222-4994LAS CRUCES (575) 222-4994
2540 N. Telshor, Suite B2540 N. Telshor, Suite B2540 N. Telshor, Suite B2540 N. Telshor, Suite B
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AARP: General meet-
ing of  the Las Cruces 
chapter, every third 
Wednesday at Senior 
Circle, 3948 E Lohman, 
behind Walgreen’s. 

Hamilton storytelling: 
10:30 a.m.-noon Tues-
days and Thursdays, 
Jan. 9, 11, 16 and 18, 
Good Samaritan Au-
ditorium, 3011 Buena 
Vida Circle. Acad-
emy for Learning in 
Retirement presents 
Hamilton:  The Inven-
tive Storytelling of  
a Musical Sensation 
with Megan McQueen, 
assistant professor of  
Theatre Arts at NMSU. 
Coffee is at 10 a.m. Cost: 
$4 per day for members, 
$5 per day for non-
members, $5 per year 
to become a member. 
Info: 575-522-1938, email 

nmsu.alr@gmail.com 
or dacc.nmsu.edu/alr.

• Tuesday, Jan. 9: 
The Hip Hop Origins 
of  Hamilton from cast-
ing and costuming to 
rap callbacks featuring 
a live performance of  
“Alexander Hamilton.”

• Thursday, Jan. 11: 
Honoring the history 
through the music, 
featuring live perfor-
mances of  “Dear Theo-
dosia” and “Burn.”

• Tuesday Jan. 16: 
The traditional musical 
approaches of  Ham-
ilton featuring a live 
performance of  “You’ll 
Be Back.”

• Thurs. Jan 18: How 
the music works with 
the movement featur-
ing live performances 
of  “My Shot” and “The 
Room Where It Hap-
pens.” 

SENIOR CALENDARHEALTHY HAPPENINGS



By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

At one point in her life, 
Tamara Mattson sat in her 
car outside weight-loss 
support group meetings 
for six months before she 
attended one.

“I was trying to decide 
if  they would be nice or 
not,” said Mattson, who 
weighed as much as 320 
pounds.

Eventually, she did go 
into a meeting, where she 
found a good friend and 
lot of  support.

Mattson, 48, was 
crowned 2016 TOPS (Take 
Off  Pounds Sensibly) 
Club New Mexico queen 
because she had lost 62 
pounds during the year 
– more than any other 
TOPS female member in 
the state.

And, more than a year 
later, she has kept the 
weight off, staying at 150 
pounds.

“I feel energized and full 
of  hope,” Mattson said. “I 
also feel a lot of  freedom.”

Mattson is a Minnesota 
native who came to Las 
Cruces in 1995  to accept 
a computer programmer 
job at New Mexico State 
University and now works 
for NASA at White Sands 
Missile Range. She joined 
TOPS for the first time 
1995, and quit and rejoined 

several times in several 
states before finding suc-
cess with a TOPS chapter 
in Las Cruces.

“For years, Mattson 
thought, ‘What would that 
be like?” as she watched 
others standing in the 
TOPS Circle of  Light, 
which recognizes those 
who have maintained 
their weight loss.

“Maintaining it is a big 
deal,” said Mattson. “It’s 
not just about weight loss; 
it’s about weight mainte-
nance.” 

Today, Mattson looks 
forward to weekly chapter 
weigh ins and joining oth-
ers in the next Circle of  
Light when a completely 
dark room – or, for Inter-
national Recognition Day, 

a football stadium – illu-
minates as each member 
turns on a small light.  

Mattson is the third 
TOPS New Mexico queen 
from Las Cruces, she said. 
Her goal is to find the next 
one in her local chapter.
“I want to put my whole 
heart and soul into setting 
the example of  how to 
maintain,” she said. 

It costs $32 a year to 
join TOPS, Mattson said. 
There are no other costs, 
no body mass indicator 
charts and no one who dic-
tates what an individual 
member must accomplish. 
Each member’s weight-
loss goal is determined by 
that member and his or 
her doctor. 

Mattson still remem-

bers the defining moment 
in her weight-loss cam-
paign. 

“When I got to 199, I 
knew I was going to do it,” 
she said. “I saw the needle 
start to move through the 
support group.”

Fellow TOPS members 
– all volunteers – provide 
support and encourage-
ment, Mattson said, as 
the program encourages 
members to make small, 
steady lifestyle changes 
that provide lasting 
weight loss and better 
health, according to www.
tops.org. The program 
does not sell foods, en-
dorse products, or push a 
one-size fits all meal plan, 
the website said. 

Using TOPS educational 

tools, Mattson said she has 
learned to combine nutri-
tious food and healthy 
exercise, including walk-
ing at least 10,000 steps a 
day and running or riding 
a bike at least three times 
a week.

Her advice to anyone 
wanting to lose weight is 
to “ask for help if  you’re 
trying to get that needle to 
move,” she said. “Ask for 
support. You don’t have to 
do it alone.” 

There is no judgement, 
no criticism or condem-
nation of  members at 
chapter meetings, Mattson 
said. 

“The message is, ‘We’re 
glad you’re here,’” she 
said, “’and we mean it.’”

Every TOPS chapter, 

she said, “would be happy 
to support anyone for a 
season, a year, 10 pounds 
or 100 pounds.

To find a local TOPS 
chapter (there are four in 
Las Cruces, including one 
that celebrated its 50th an-
niversary last November), 
visit www.tops.org, click 
on “find a meeting” and 
enter your zip code.

TOPS is open to men 
and women and to anyone 
over age 12.

Mike Cook may be reached 
at mike@lascrucesbulletin.
com.
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BY THE NUMBERS
• 36.5 percent of American 
adults (17 percent of youth) 
are obese, including 25-30 
percent of adult New Mexi-
cans. All states had more 
than 20 percent of adults 
with obesity.
• Obesity-related condi-
tions include heart disease, 
stroke, type 2 diabetes and 
certain types of cancer, 
some of the leading causes 
of preventable death.
• The estimated annual 
medical cost of obesity in 
the U.S. was $147 billion in 
2008 U.S. dollars
• Medical costs for people 
who have obesity were 
$1,429 higher than those of 
normal weight.
Source: Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevent, www.
cdc.gov

New Mexico TOPS queen aims to support others to the crown

COURTESY PHOTOS

TOPS New Mexico queen Tamara Mattson before her dramatic 
weight loss, left, and after, right.

• Don’t change your regular 
routine.
• Don’t starve yourself to 
gorge at a party.
• Drink a glass of water before 
a meal or going to a party. It 
helps fill you up.
• Never arrive hungry for a 
party or a meal.
• Practice portion control.
• Be aware of alcoholic drinks 
and the calories they contain. 
• If it’s a buffet, ask the host 
for a small (eight- or 10-inch) 
salad plate. It fills up faster 
than a 12-inch dinner plate.
• Sit as far away from the 

food table as you can so it’s 
not as easy to go back for 
seconds, and don’t pile it on. 
Small servings satisfy.
• Let what you eat settle for 
10-15 minutes before another 
helping.
• There are 33 TOPS chapters 
in New Mexico, including 
four in New Mexico. In 2016, 
TOPS New Mexico chapter 
members lost a total of 2,162 
pounds. (There are 125,000 
TOPS members in the United 
States and Canada. In 2016, 
they lost 300 tons of excess 
weight.)

TOPS TIPS

ask, ‘Are you thinking 
about hurting yourself,’” 
Short said, “because then 
the person feels safe talk-
ing about it. It’s not a 
taboo topic.”

The coalition is also 
talking to church leaders 
and volunteers; nurses, 

doctors and hospital staff; 
and local child protective 
services officials.

Creating mentors and 
providing education about 
suicide prevention and 
support and trauma coun-
seling can be a powerful 
deterrent, Rao said. 

“I think compassion is 
the key – reaching out and 
asking that extra ques-
tion,” she said.

Twice monthly SPSSC 
meetings provide peer 
support for adult survi-
vors of  suicide, including 
those who have attempted 
suicide or are considering 
it and friends and family 
members of  suicide vic-
tims. 

Loved ones of  a suicide 
victim often must deal 
with shame, Short said.

The implied message to 

them is, “Why didn’t you 
do something?” she said. 
Or, “what did you choose 
not to do?”

Others feel “disenfran-
chised grief,” Short said, 
because they “do not feel 
free to grieve openly (for a 
suicide victim) or let oth-
ers know.”

A woman Short knows 
kept quiet about her grief  
over the suicide of  her son 

for more than 30 years.
“She never talked about 

it,” Short said, so she 
never healed. “There’s no 
time limit.”  

“We want to create a 
system where people don’t 
hesitate for a moment to 
ask for help,” Rao said. 

To donate to SPSCC, 
write a check to the coali-
tion’s fiscal agent, Com-
munity Action Agency 

of  Southern New Mexico 
(CAASNM) – indicate on 
the check that your do-
nation is for the Suicide 
Prevention Coalition – 
and send it to CAASNM, 
3880 Foothills Road, Las 
Cruces, N.M. 88011. Call 
CAASNM at 575-527-8799.  

Mike Cook may be reached 
at mike@lascrucesbulletin.
com.

SUPPORT
CONTINUED FROM 52
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AGGIE PRIDE

By ROSS M. BURKHARDT

Editor’s note: Ross M. Bur-
khardt of  Las Cruces submit-
ted this poem on Jan. 2. 

Whether you were in the 
stands

Or watched it on TV,
The Nova Home Loans Bowl 

last week 
Made Aggie history.
From thrilling plays to over-

time
To 57 years,
The Aggies earned a victory 
And merited thunderous 

cheers.
 
The Arizona Bowl drew 

fans –
39,000 or more. 
Most wore Aggie crimson
And applauded every score.
Utah State tried their best
To thwart our team and 

hobble,
But the Aggies fought relent-

lessly –
They refused to wobble.
 
How fitting that the Aggie 

hero
Was Larry Rose III.
He galloped 21 yards 

through blue
For the game-winning TD.
Another Aggie took the field,
And romped with canine 

glee;
Striking the Wonder Dog 

showed up
To retrieve the football tee. 
 
The Pride Band. Pistol Pete.
Sun Dancers in motion.
“Guns Up!” Clanging cow-

bells!
Roaring Aggie devotion.
Back-to-back kickoff  re-

turns.
A most excited crowd.
Yes, the bowl in Tucson was 

worth the wait
And made the Aggies proud.

By RICHARD COLTHARP 
and MARTY RACINE
Las Cruces Bulletin

How fitting NM State senior 
running back Larry Rose 
III scored the game-winning 
touchdown in the Aggies’ 26-20 
Arizona Bowl overtime victory 
over Utah State Dec. 29. 

Rose, out of  Fairfield, Texas, 
was the prize of  Coach Doug 
Martin’s first Aggie recruit-
ing class, and the star of  a 
solid bunch of  hardworking 
student-athletes who made up 
the rest of  those recruits.

This was the perfect group 
to break NMSU’s 57-year bowl 
drought, a beautiful collabora-

tion of  great coaching, dedi-
cated players, patient school 
and athletic administrators, 
alumni, fans and an entire 
community. 

Somewhere the recently 
departed Aggie legend Pervis 
Atkins, a star on NMSU’s last 
bowl champ, in 1960, is smil-
ing.

Tucson became West Las 
Cruces for a few days as seem-
ingly half  the city made the 
four-hour trek along congested 
Interstate 10 to be a part of  
history. Aggie fans also came 
from Alamogordo, Deming, 
Española, Albuquerque, Taos 
and all corners of  New Mex-
ico. They came from Phoenix, 

California and Colorado.
We Aggie football fans are 

conditioned for the worst. The 
hopeful buildups. The pain-
ful letdowns. But the faithful 
did not travel to the Sonoran 
Desert to see their team lose. 
There was an unexplainable 
optimism in the air, as if  to 
defy all reason, all Aggie tradi-
tion.

The anticipation was pal-
pable in pre-game celebrations 
Thursday night and early 
Friday – among generations 
of  former Aggie players who 
never got their shot, among 
longtime associates like Aggie 
announcer Jack Nixon, who 
has endured many a losing 

campaign from the press box.  
And as the afternoon sun 

splashed over the distant 
Catalina Mountains, the Crim-
son Caravan filled the steep 
west-side stands of  Arizona 
Stadium with school colors, 
camaraderie, cowbells and 
cardboard signs. It made all 
the difference. Vocal support 
behind the Aggie bench even 
drowned out the echoes of  
“home-field advantage” turn-
outs at Aggie Memorial Sta-
dium in recent years. 

Every time the fans had a 
reason to hang their heads 
and give up – and there were 

PHOTO COURTESY JOE CAMPOREALE
NMSU’s Jason Huntley (1) and Jared Phipps (29) celebrate Huntley’s 100-yard kickoff return that put the Aggies up 10-7 with 10:47 left in the first 
quarter. The touchdown answered a Utah State score on a kickoff return just a play earlier. Huntley and Phipps both played their high school football in 
Arlington, Texas.

Aggie Up!Aggie Up!

Crimson Caravan makes itself at home in West Las Cruces

SEE AGGIE, PAGE 56



Most of  us who 
play golf  in this 
temperate climate 
love to play year-
round. Heck, that’s 
exactly why some 
of  us live here. But 
when it gets colder, 
playing conditions 
are going to test 
your patience. 
Greens-keepers try their 
best to make our courses 
playable, but still we need 
to make adjustments.

Grass doesn’t grow fast 
in mid-winter and there 
are often thin and tight 
lies and little cushion of  
soft turf  under your ball 
in the closely mown areas 
of  fairways. I prefer the 
ball to be sitting on top 
of  about ½ inch of  cushy 
dense grass for best 
results. Ain’t gonna hap-
pen now. Just under the 
veneer of  sparse grass 
lurks damp, compacted 
dirt that will deaden 
your club head instantly 
– if  you don’t adjust. Try 
playing the ball slightly 
back in your stance with 
a setup for most middle-
iron shots like the ball is 
on hardpan. Often condi-
tions now don’t encour-
age taking a big divot. On 
Bermuda grass the ball 
may look like it’s sitting 
up but underneath is a 
matt of  wiry dormant 
grass that suggests we 
sweep the ball rather 
than trap it.  Think ball 
first, not ground first. 

The ball doesn’t fly as 
far in cold weather; the 
air is denser, and the re-
action off  the club face is 
tricky. I can’t explain all 
the thermodynamics, but 
one of  my golfing friends 
who has a bunch of  pens 
clipped to a plastic shirt 
pocket liner gave me a 
simple two-word answer: 
“just physics.” You will 

need to take more 
club, not swing 
harder. And real-
izing you must 
hit a longer club 
means taking 
your ego out of  
the equation. 

Putting pres-
ents another set 
of  challenges. 

The greens in winter are 
spotty and can be differ-
ent speeds from day to 
day. Hole location some-
times can’t be changed 
for days, and cups can get 
pretty ragged. Putts must 
be very pure to go in. If  
crews can’t mow for sev-
eral days the roll along 
the grass is slower. Natu-
rally, uphill putts into the 
grain must be struck with 
authority. At other times 
the roll can be lightning 
fast, especially for down-
hill, downwind and down-

grain putts. Take extra 
time with your putter on 
the practice green warm-
ing up and get a sense 
of  what the grass feels 
like. It will pay off  on the 
course.

For the mental chal-
lenges while playing in 
cold weather, my first 
advice: Brace yourself  
for some bad luck – bad 
bounces, quirky rolls, 
tough lies, goofy posi-
tions and unpredictable 
results. Green surrounds 
are often the most af-
fected by spotty grass 
growth, making chipping 
a real adventure. Beware 
of  the double hit with 
your wedge, especially 
when you don’t realize 
the grass underneath 
your ball is dense with 
sticky turf. It will grab 
your club like a vice 
and then as you follow 

through you catch the 
ball as it stays suspended 
a foot above the ground. 
You just took two strokes 
and your ball went no-
where. 

Be prepared for fre-
quent frost delays, since 
greens must thaw after a 
really cold night before 
they can handle foot traf-
fic. Walking on brittle 
frosted grass will ruin 
it. Be patient while wait-
ing . Days are short, and 
playing in late afternoon 
means putting in virtual 
darkness. Not for the 
faint of  heart.

 Dr. Charlie Blanchard 
partners with coach Herb 
Wimberly as the princi-
pal instructors at Per-
formance Golf  Schools. 
Contact Blanchard at 
docblanchard71@gmail.
com.
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OÑATE HIGH SCHOOL

Estrella AvalosEstrella AvalosEstrella AvalosEstrella Avalos is 17-year-old junior at Oñateis 17-year-old junior at Oñateis 17-year-old junior at Oñateis 17-year-old junior at Oñate
High School. She plays center on the Lady KnightsHigh School. She plays center on the Lady KnightsHigh School. She plays center on the Lady KnightsHigh School. She plays center on the Lady Knights
basketball team. This season she has averaged 15basketball team. This season she has averaged 15basketball team. This season she has averaged 15basketball team. This season she has averaged 15
points, 10 rebounds and two blocks per game.points, 10 rebounds and two blocks per game.points, 10 rebounds and two blocks per game.points, 10 rebounds and two blocks per game.
Avalos has already had two double-doubles thisAvalos has already had two double-doubles thisAvalos has already had two double-doubles thisAvalos has already had two double-doubles this
season, helping the Lady Knights to their 5-4season, helping the Lady Knights to their 5-4season, helping the Lady Knights to their 5-4season, helping the Lady Knights to their 5-4
record. She is a dedicated student, with a 3.20record. She is a dedicated student, with a 3.20record. She is a dedicated student, with a 3.20record. She is a dedicated student, with a 3.20
GPA, a team leader and member of the Mass MediaGPA, a team leader and member of the Mass MediaGPA, a team leader and member of the Mass MediaGPA, a team leader and member of the Mass Media
program at Oñate. Outside of school and off theprogram at Oñate. Outside of school and off theprogram at Oñate. Outside of school and off theprogram at Oñate. Outside of school and off the
court, Avalos enjoys spending time with familycourt, Avalos enjoys spending time with familycourt, Avalos enjoys spending time with familycourt, Avalos enjoys spending time with family
and friends and attending church. She sends aand friends and attending church. She sends aand friends and attending church. She sends aand friends and attending church. She sends a
special thanks to her dad for always supportingspecial thanks to her dad for always supportingspecial thanks to her dad for always supportingspecial thanks to her dad for always supporting
her and thanks her coaches and teammates forher and thanks her coaches and teammates forher and thanks her coaches and teammates forher and thanks her coaches and teammates for
consistently pushing her to be a better player.consistently pushing her to be a better player.consistently pushing her to be a better player.consistently pushing her to be a better player.

CHARLIE 
BLANCHARD

Golf Doctor

Be prepared for golfing in mid-winter

BULLETIN PHOTO BY STEVE MACINTYRE
NMSU guard Aaliyah Prince shoots over Western New 
Mexico forward Jade Botelho Dec. 31 at the Pan American 
Center. The Aggies crushed the Mustangs, 89-60, in prepa-
ration for the Western Athletic Conference opener against 
Chicago State Saturday, Jan. 6, at the Pan Am. Tip-off is 2 
p.m.

Scoring big

MANY chances in this 
often frustrating game – 
they never wavered, and 
came back yelling and 
cheering stronger. You 
could visually see how 
the decibels bothered 
USU, especially on their 
third-down conversion 
attempts, where the 
blue-clad team from 
Logan, Utah, was just 
1-of-18.

After exhilarating 
back-to-back kickoff  
returns for touchdowns 
in the opening five 
minutes, both defenses 
dominated in a nerve-
wracking struggle for 
field position, punt after 
punt after punt. It was 
crisp, positional football. 
Yet, as coaches, players 

and officials from both 
schools paced nervously, 
you sensed that one of  
these offenses was going 
to break the spell with 
a late touchdown. Actu-
ally, both did, with the 
Aggies answering to 
force overtime.

In the end, from the 
stadium turf  filled with 
fans who overwhelmed 
security to celebrate 
with their team, to the 
restaurants and bars 
on 4th Avenue and Uni-
versity Boulevard, to 
the hotels on Broadway 
and beyond, the caravan 
had a hell of  a good time 
painting the town crim-
son. 

With this kind of  en-
thusiasm (and tourist 
dollars), Tucson and its 
bowl game would wel-
come them “home” any 
time.
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