
By Mike Cook
Las Cruces Bulletin

If  you ask award-winning au-
thor and Las Cruces native Denise 
Chavez how to describe a tradi-
tional borderland Christmas, she 
likely will call it “mestisaje,” 
which in English means “mix-
ture.” 

For Chavez, the holidays are a 
time to enjoy and venerate the spe-
cial sights, sounds and flavors – 
the “cultural elements that are 
unique and special” – to Christmas 

Healthcare for the Whole Family

Call Today for Your Appointment
575-521-5370

On Don Roser at Terrace
(NW corner of the MMC campus)

Services include:
 Adult care
 Pediatric/adolescent & 

   young adult care
 Obstetrical care

Mon-Fri: 8 am - 5 pm 
Tue & Thu: Walk-in hours 

Teen Clinic (ages 12-25)
Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri: 4 - 5 pm 
Walk-ins welcome

 Diagnosis and treatment 
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Darth Vader helps the 
New Mexico State Uni-
versity cheerleading 
squad throw out minia-
ture basketballs to the 
crowd at NMSU’s men’s 
basketball game Sun-
day, Dec. 13 against Wy-
oming at the Pan Amer-
ican Center. NMSU 
deemed the game “Star 
Wars Night” and many 
fans dressed up as their 
favorite characters from 
the movie series. The 
new move, “Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens” 
opens Friday, Dec. 18, 
on multiple screens at 
Cineport 10 and Telshor 
12 in Las Cruces. For 
more photos from the 
Aggie game, see page 
A28. 

By Susie Ouderkirk
Las Cruces Bulletin

Las Cruces Mayor Ken 
Miyagishima is resilient, if  
nothing else. 

The newly re-elected 
Las Cruces mayor tends to 
land on his feet, regardless 
of  the stumbling blocks 

that crop up in front of  
him. At 5 years old, he sur-
vived a lightning strike 
that hit a tent he and his 
siblings and friends were 
playing in at the Miy-
agishima home in Al-
amogordo. The neighbor-
hood friends were enjoy-

ing a game of Monopoly, 
when their dog Blackie 
stood up, stuck his nose 
out the door flap, sniffed 
once, and drew himself  
back into the tent. He 
stood quiet and still for 
several seconds, and then 
a bolt of lightning hit the 

tree above the tent. 
The shock wave flung 

the children three feet into 
the air, still in their cross-
legged positions. The 
sound was horrifying and 
huge. The event made the 

Author: Xmas 
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Resilient mayor looks forward 
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Online option makes pet licensing easy 
     Companion animals in Doña Ana County and 
the City of Las Cruces are required to be licensed, 
and the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Val-
ley has made the process as easy as a few clicks 
and keystrokes on any computer with Internet ac-
cess. 
     Contracting with PetData.Com, the Animal Ser-
vices Center of the Mesilla Valley has made it 
much easier for responsible pet owners to come 
into compliance with both city and county licens-
ing laws.  
     Basic annual fees for licensing dogs, cats and 
rabbits are $7 for spayed/neutered animals and $50 
for unaltered animals. In the county, there is a one-
time fee of $10 for altered animals belonging to 
senior citizens. Within the City of Las Cruces, li-
censes for animals belonging to seniors are $5 an-
nually. There is no cost to license a qualified ser-
vice animal. PetData charges an additional $1.95 
fee for the online service, with the Animal Services 
Center receiving its share. Payment options include 
Master Card, Visa, Discover and American Ex-
press. 
     By going to ascmv.org, pet owners can click 
through to the licensing tab, where they will be led 
through the process and can make the appropriate 
payment online. 
     Owners can also license their animals in person 
at the Animal Services Center facility, located at 
3551 Bataan Memorial West in Las Cruces.  
     Regardless of whether licensing a pet in person 

or online, 
owners are 
required to 
submit 
proof of 
current vac-
cinations, 
proof that 
the animal 
is micro-
chipped and 
proof of the 
animal’s 
reproduc-
tive status. 
These docu-
ments must 
be scanned and attached to the license application 
prior to making payment online. 
      The Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Val-
ley provides PetData with the metal licenses, which 
are then mailed to pet owners who use the service. 
Licenses obtained at the Animal Services Center 
are provided at the time of payment.  
      Owners of unaltered animals who wish to avoid 
the higher annual fees associated with intact ani-
mals can make appointments to have low-cost 
spay/neuter surgeries performed by the Animal 
Services Center’s veterinarian. The Animal Ser-
vices Center also offers low-cost microchipping 
services. 

     In addition to the low-cost surgeries and micro-
chips offered by the Animal Services Center, the 
Doña Ana County Coalition for Pets and People, 
SNAP and the Humane Society of Southern New 
Mexico routinely offer the services at discounted 
prices at various events throughout the year. 
      In establishing higher licensing costs for unal-
tered animals, both city and county officials are 
hopeful that more animals will be fixed, thereby 
dramatically reducing the annual intake of adopta-
ble animals into the Animal Services Center each 
year. The strategy ties in with the Zero in Seven 
initiative, which has been embraced by both the 
Doña Ana County Board of Commissioners and the 
Las Cruces City Council.  
      The goal of Zero in Seven is to ensure that by 
calendar year 2019, no healthy, adoptable animals 
will require euthanization by the Animal Services 
Center staff. Driving down the annual intake num-
bers is key to the strategy. 
     Codes and animal control officers in both the 
city and the county are empowered to issue cita-
tions to pet owners who are not in compliance with 
licensing requirements for all dogs, cats and rabbits 
at any residence within Doña Ana County.  
     Revenue from licensing will fund Animal Ser-
vices Center improvements and program initia-
tives.  
     For more information on pet licensing and re-
sponsible pet ownership, visit www.ascmv.org, or 
call (575) 382-0018. 

County offices to be closed 
Dec. 24, 25, 31 and Jan. 1 

     Doña Ana County offices will be closed Thursday, Dec. 24, 
Friday, Dec. 25, Thursday, Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1, to allow 
employees time with their families during the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays. 
     The administrative offices of the Doña Ana County Sheriff's 
Department will be closed, but law enforcement and emergency 
services in the field will be continuous, with saturation patrols 
and DWI checkpoints planned throughout the holiday period.  

Report illegal dumping sites 
     Doña Ana County residents can dis-
creetly and anonymously report illegal 
dump sites directly from their 
smartphones. 
     “No Throw” is available on both the 
iOS and Android market. The free app 
allows users to keep Doña Ana County 
beautiful by snapping a photo of an ille-
gal dump site. After a few short steps, 
the photo and location of the dump site 
is reported to Doña Ana County Codes 

Enforcement officials 
using the phone’s 
GPS location.  
     To download the 
app, enter “Doña Ana 
County” in the app 
store search bar.  
     As always, illegal 
dumping can also be 
reported by calling 1-
877-NO-THROW.
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Bulletin report
As of Friday, Dec. 18, the 

Sonoma Ranch Golf  
Course at 1274 Golf Club 
Road and the Las Cruces 
Country Club will part 
ways.

“We are 100-percent pub-
lic as of (Dec. 18),” said 
Robert Pounds, with Sono-
ma Ranch. “They’re (coun-
try club) not associated as 
of (Dec. 18).”

Pounds said the golf  
course would close at noon 
on Thursday, Dec. 17 for 
inventory and then reopen 
Friday with normal hours.

The Sunset Grill will not 
be affected, though it will 
close early on some days to 
host holiday parties.

The Las Cruces Country 
Club, a 501(c)7 nonprofit, 
vacated its longtime loca-
tion on North Main Street 

in 2011 and looked for a 
new home. The LCCC 
agreed to purchase Sono-
ma Ranch Golf Course for 
a little less than $5 million, 
a deal that was reported as 
complete in November 
2014.

No details have yet been 
given for the reason the 
two entities have split.

When asked if  the deal 
had fallen through or if  
LCCC could not meet the 
financial requirements 
of  the deal, LCCC Presi-
dent Bonnie Baden said, 
“No comment. There is 
no information I can give 
you.”

The Las Cruces Country 
Club  was formed in 1928 as 
the first golf  course in 
southern New Mexico of-
fering memberships to sin-
gles, couples and families. 

Sonoma, LCCC 
part ways

ERYOUR “This ER is an immensely better place.”
                – Kat Karupas, RN, ED Team Leader

 ER

StrongER
Fast RER

Kat has worked in the Memorial Emergency 
Department for more than 9 years. “We care for people 

on what could have been the worst day of their lives. My 
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OFFERING STATE OF THE ART
•  Laser Tattoo Removal
•  Laser Skin Rejuvenation
•  Microdermabrasion
•  Botox — Cosmetic

2930 Hillrise Dr., Suite 2  •  Las Cruces, NM 88011  • (575) 652-7791   
OPEN: M-F 10am-7pm • Sat. 9am-2pm • Sun. 9am-12pm

Imran Raza, MD, MPH
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Bulletin report

On one side is the Doña 
Ana County’s Board of  
Commissioners and Coun-
ty Manager Julia Brown. 
On the other side is Sher-
iff  Enrique “Kiki” Vigil.

The two sides square 
off  in front of  Judge Man-
uel Arrieta in Third Judi-
cial District Court at 4 

p.m., Friday, Dec. 18. At 
stake is control of  the 
Doña Ana County Deten-
tion Center.

Vigil and the commis-
sion’s contentious rela-
tionship ticked up anoth-
er notch Tuesday, Dec. 8, 
when the sheriff’s office 
arrested the jail’s direc-
tor, Christopher Barela, 

for fraud, and took con-
trol of  the jail.

Later in the day, the 
county commission ob-
tained a temporary re-
straining order from 
Judge Arrieta to remove 
Vigil from control of  the 
jail. County Manager 
Julia Brown gave the 
order to Vigil who turned 

over control to the county.
Now the two sides will 

meet to see if  the restrain-
ing order will stay in 
place.

Before the jail dustup 
even started, though, 
Vigil and the county – 
which sets the sheriff  de-
partment’s budget – had 
already butted heads.

Sheriff, county to square off in court

Former secretary of state apologizes    

Dear New Mexicans,  
I cannot begin to express how deeply sorry I am for 

my transgressions and the damage I caused to the pub-
lic’s trust in public officials. I only hope the people of  
the state of  New Mexico will move forward and some-
day forgive my actions which were not borne out of  
greed but rather a result of  very tragic personal cir-
cumstances which led to some very poor decisions on 
my part. I have not made excuses for my actions. I have 
simply tried to explain the circumstances which led to 
my transgressions. I only hope the people of  this great 
state find it within themselves to forgive me.  

Dianna J. Duran     

LETTER TO THE EDITOR



While there are obvi-
ous similarities in cele-
brating Christmas no 
matter where you go, 
every corner of  the world 
has its own special twist 
on the holiday.

Years ago, I had a pas-
tor who had done a lot of  
work in Japan.

She told me of  the time 
she saw, during the 
Christmas season, a dec-
oration at a store in 
Japan depicting Santa 
Claus nailed to a cross.

Clearly, the Japanese 
had some research to do.

Here in southern New 
Mexico, you won’t see 
anything so bizarrely 
blasphemous. 

However, many of  our 
Christmas traditions 
would seem foreign to 
many in other parts of  
the United States.

Following are some De-
cember topics you could 
hear in southern New 
Mexico and probably no-
where else.

We know it’s typically 

warmer here than in 
other parts of  the coun-
try, but at Christmas, 
when the stoves and 
ovens are working over-
time, and the house is 
full of  folks, it can really 
get warm.

That’s when you might 
hear: “Man, I shouldn’t 
have changed over the 
swamp cooler last week. 
It’s going to be 75 today!”

Thankfully, New Mexi-
cans don’t give fruit-
cakes for holiday gifts as 
often as people in other 
parts of  the country. 
And why would we when 
we’ve got such delicacies 
as biscochitos, tamales 
and, of  course, hundreds 
of  delicious locally made 
salsas. They make great 
gifts.

That leads to conversa-
tions like this: “Tio’s 
going to be disappointed. 
You only got him the me-
dium salsa, not the hot.”

Kevin’s cousin Chris 
visits from Georgia, and 
Kevin takes him to the 

store to get some 
last-minute Christmas 
items. 

Cashier: “Did you find 
everything you need?”

Kevin: “Oh, I need 
some lighters.”

Chris: “Wait, you 
don’t smoke!”

Kevin: “Luminarias. 
We’re going to have lumi-
narias.”

Chris: “This I gotta 
see.”

New Mexico’s surely the 
only state in the union 
where, in December, when 
the kids are all out of  
school, stores run out of  
brown paper lunch bags.

Here’s a scene with sis-
ters Lisa and Laura dis-
cussing the Christmas 
dinner menu.

Lisa: “We’ll have tur-
key and ham, stuffing 
with green chile, potatoes 
au gratin with green 
chile, cornbread with 
green chile, and for des-
sert, apple pie with ...”

Laura: “Don’t tell me, 
green chile.”

Lisa: “No, silly, a dust-
ing of  red chile.”

Some families have a 
tradition of  making ta-
males, often an all-day af-
fair. The preparation 
leads to discussions such 
as this: “How many peo-
ple are coming? How 
many tamales do we 
need? Do we have enough 
masa?”

I mean, most folks in 
other parts of  the coun-
try don’t even have a clue 
what masa is.

Right after saying 
grace at the dinner table, 
Uncle Felix (who lives in 
Las Cruces): “Man, I just 
love having a white 
Christmas.”

Aunt Luisa (who lives 

in North Carolina): “Are 
you crazy? It’s 60 degrees 
outside and dry as a 
bone!”

Uncle Felix: “Yeah, but 
look at the top of  the 
Organ Mountains. 
There’s still a little bit of  
snow at the top.”

Aunt Luisa: “I don’t see 
it.”

Uncle Felix: “No, look 
just to the right of  the 
rabbit ears.”

Aunt Luisa: “Well, 
maybe. Just a little.”

Uncle Felix: (imitating 
Bing Crosby, badly) “… 
and may all your Christ-
mases be white.”

SPECIAL NOTE: We’re 
just about a month away 
from the opening of  the 

2016 New Mexico Legisla-
tive session, which be-
gins Jan. 19, 2016. The 
12th edition of  the Las 
Cruces Bulletin’s South-
west New Mexico Legis-
lative Guide will be out 
that week, too.

This year we’re offer-
ing direct delivery to 
those who would like a 
copy. If  you follow New 
Mexico politics, or value 
the guide as an annual 
resource, send us an 
email to legislativeguid-
ereservation@lascruces-
bulletin.com  or call us 
at 524-8061 and let us 
know the home or office 
address where you’d 
like to receive your 
copy.  
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Want special personalized care for your loved one?  
La Posada Assisted Living is the place to go!  

We support the resident’s level of independence.
Services you can count on:
•  Round the clock 

on-site nursing care
•  Transporta� on to any 

medical appointments
•  Daily personal care given by 

cer� fi ed nursing assistants
•  Hourly rounding on 

all residents 
•  Housekeeping services 

5 days a week
•  Daily laundry services 

provided on-site
• Volunteer companionship 
• On site beauty shop
•  Personalized meal plans 

and snacks
• Daily ac� vi� es
• Private phone lines
• Personal care items provided

All of this for one price!

Contact us at 575-525-5710 to reserve your room

Multi-Specialty
Primary Care, Rheumatology, Endocrinology and Nephrology

We are welcoming new patients.
We accept Medicare, Medicaid, Tricare, Centennial Care and most private insurances.

MAIN: 2520 S Telshor Blvd • 575-521-8500
SPECIALIST: 2909 Hillrise Drive • 575-522-3070

FAMILY AND PEDIATRICS: 2405 S Telshor Blvd • 575-532-1001

2x2x2 
Breakfast with Coffee

Every Tuesday

 Reserve your Special Events Room
 for up to 35 people
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All College Students 10% Off after 9PM. 

IHOP 1443
2900 N. Telshor

Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-522-8240
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Sharon had hauled the 
old piano home in a stock-
trailer. It came outta the 
Miner’s Club in Mountain 
City where, according to 
the bartender, it had set 
since the early thirties. It 
was in sad shape and one 

end of the ancient upright 
was full of holes. Bullet 
holes! Considering it had 
never been outta the bar, 
the piano player musta 
needed lessons! 

Sharon gave the piano to 
me and I hauled it home 

where it sat in my garage 
for a year.

Brother Steve came to 
visit. He’s a talented musi-
cian with a craftman’s abil-
ity. He’s also one of the 
thriftiest humans this side 
of Ebenezer Scrooge. He 
asked me if he could try 
and get the old piano in 
workin’ order. “Of course!” 
I said, “I’ll pay for the 
parts...whatever it takes!” I 
blocked out 3 or 4 hundred 
in my mind, “Just save 

your receipts.”
I came home that after-

noon and the garage floor 
looked like an orchestra 
had exploded! He had dis-
mantled that piano down to 
wire! The harp lay naked 
on the concrete.

Over the next several 
days I watched the rebuild-
ing take place. Steve would 
go out on parts runs and 
return with a replacement 
hammer, just the right set 
screw or a used, but ser-

viceable piece of ivory. He 
took particular pleasure in 
makin’ a shrewd trade. 
“Whatever the costs,” I’d 
say, but he enjoyed finding 
a bargain.

One day he took me 
along on a parts run. We 
drove down the tracks, be-
hind a big nursery, down a 
dusty road and pulled up to 
a dilapidated house with a 
few outbuildings. I was 
struck by the fact that 

nothing was painted. There 
was one unspectacular sign 
that read PIANOS-TUNED 
AND FIXED. We went in-
side and were greeted by 
the proprietor who obvi-
ously knew Steve. He was a 
sad lookin’ man. The house 
was full of pianos. Even 
two in the kitchen. There 
was an empty can of toma-
to soup on the sink. I wan-

BaxterBlack
O N  T H E  E D G E  O F  C O M M O N  S E N S E

Finding a bargain is an art

SEE BLACK, PAGE A6



Love is not abuse.
Please call our confidential hotline for help 

and information regarding any abuse or 
violence that may be impacting your life.

24-hour hotline.
526-9513 • 800-376-2272

Non-Emergencies: 526-2819
Programs for Domestic Violence Victims & Offenders

L A C ASA , I NC .
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Question: when is the 
best age to start children in 
public schools? This is like 
the question: why not teach 
algebra to five-year olds? 
Answer: our brains must 
develop before we can do 
formal logic. The age to 
start formal public school 
education is not until the 
age of six.

However, a big push in 
our society by well-mean-
ing people and power-hun-
gry politicians is that earli-
er contact with school 
makes a better scholar. 
They say that while ignor-
ing the research. They 
have many reasons not in-
volving the welfare of the 
children when they want to 
start children younger.

However, other people, 
myself included, feel cer-

tain brain development 
phases must occur for chil-
dren to thrive in a formal 
education setting. Research 
I will point to suggests you 
can injure young children 
by putting them in formal 
academic settings too soon.

We should look at the re-
search, but the way many 
professional educators 
have been operating of late 
is to ignore all research 
that doesn’t support what 
they want. They say, “For-
get the research; we want 
to have a bigger empire 
and employ more people.”

When I was young most 

students began their for-
mal education at the age of  
six. The generation that 
sent men to the moon and 
returned them safely start-
ed their schooling at this 
age. It works. The children 
were in family or church 
daycare until it was time to 
start school.

Then there came kinder-
garten. In the 1960s there 
was the adoption of public 
school kindergarten for 
many students. In New 
Mexico it was the middle of  
the 1970s when the public 
schools uniformly started 
offering kindergarten. But 
that kindergarten was vast-
ly different than what we 
see now.

Back then it was only for 
half of the day and focused 
on play activities. Children 
sang songs and played 
games and took naps and 
went home saying, “I love 
school.” Then well-mean-
ing people said, “Why don’t 
we keep them all day?” It 

made sense since parents 
would not have to accom-
modate the other half of  
the day.

The beauty for the politi-
cians was it allowed public 
schools to hire twice as 
many kindergarten teach-
ers. And for a while that 
was how schools went. But 
then administrators start-
ed talking about changing 
kindergarten into a formal 
academic activity.

They justified changing 
kindergarten to formal ed-
ucation for five-year-olds 
so when these young stu-
dents are in fourth grade 
they will do better, making 
the school seem more suc-
cessful. Kindergarten now 
doesn’t look like it did. The 
play and informal curricu-
lum is gone and the five-
year-olds are just trying to 
learn the six-year-old stuff  
a year early. How is that 
working? Terribly, but no 
one is paying attention.

Research at Stanford 

University suggests the 
move to get children into 
academic classrooms soon-
er comes with liabilities. 
There is an interesting 
study that even main-
stream news organizations 
are noticing, titled: “The 
“The Gift of Time? School 
Starting Age and Mental 
Health.”

This research from Stan-
ford University looks at 
when students start and if  
starting a year later would 
be better. There are coun-
tries that start their chil-
dren later in school. What 
is the outcome?

The later-starting chil-
dren do better on the 
fourth and eighth grade 
tests and seem to not have 
as many mental health is-
sues. But the research 
doesn’t fit the political 
needs of our education 
leaders. The vast industrial 
public education complex 
needs the young children 
in the system.

And I am fine with that 
if  these politicians will just 
read the research and see 
that they can make the 
first year a year of curiosi-
ty, play and social involve-
ment but they cannot teach 
formal education to the 
majority of the five-year-
olds.

Further, we must see our 
young children by their 
number of days alive and 
not birth year. I was born 
seven days before the cut-
off so I was the youngest 
and smallest boy in most of  
my classes. Some of my 
competing classmates were 
fifteen percent older than 
me that first year. 

The Stanford study, 
which can be downloaded 
for five dollars talks about 
all of these issues. I do 
wish some of our leaders 
would look at this great re-
search.

Email: drswickard@
comcast.net

When is it too early for formal public schooling?
Michael 

Swickard
In My 

Opinion

dered through the rooms 
amongst the piano land-
scape, leaving Steve and 
the owner to do business. 
From the looks of his 
home, he lived alone and 
probably not very high on 
the hog. Pianos in various 

stages of repair filled every 
available space. 

I heard Steve and the 
man dickering in the kitch-
en.

“I’m sorry,” Steve was 
saying, “I can’t give more 
than five.”

“I’ve got to get ten. It’s 
surely worth ten,” the old 
man pleaded.

I’m thinkin’ to myself, 
“Steve, we can be generous. 
The ol’ feller probably 
hasn’t eaten in days. 
What’s five bucks. Besides, 
I’m payin’ for it.’ But I 
knew better than to inter-
fere. The bartering contin-
ued for several minutes. 
The old man finally came 
down to seven, but Steve 
wouldn’t budge. Finally, 
with a whimper, the old 
man gave in. He had met 

his match.
As we climbed into the 

pickup to leave I asked 
Steve what he had bought. 
He held up a little ribbon 
of red felt, maybe six inch-
es long. “For the ham-
mers,” he explained.

I said, “Man, that don’t 
look like it’s worth five 
bucks!”

“Five dollars?” he said, 
“No, I gave five cents for 
it!”

The final bill for rebuild-
ing my piano was $18.34!

 www.baxterblack.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Column missed the mark

Good morning, I just wanted 
to express my disappointment 
in the front page story about 
Coach Roger Grays.  The story 
gives a personal account of  
meeting the Coach’s mother 
and wife.  

One thing that is missing, 
and I think would have been 
important to mention, is that 
Coach Gray’s nephew, who he 
raised as his own, was also 
playing on the Centennial 
team.  

I think it quite poignant that 
he played and played well.  I 
believe he made at least two of  
the sacks of  the Artesia quar-
terback, which were huge 
plays!  You even included a 
photo of  him in the sports sec-
tion picking up another player 
after a touchdown, but no 
mention of  it.  That would 
have been a great photo to ac-
company the front page story. 

It is reported that both foot-
ball teams honored Coach 
Roger and gives an account of  
the crowd and the feeling in 
the stands.  Another thing that 
was missing is that the middle 
section where Mrs. Grays was 
sitting, had been reserved for 
Desert Hills Elementary, 

where the Coach was their PE 
teacher.  Those stands were 
filled with little 5 to 11-year-old 
kids and parents from Desert 
Hills, who were also there to 
honor him.  They wore red rib-
bons with footballs and held 
signs that said DHES is #rog-
erstrong.  The Desert Hills 
kids also had a tremendously 
tough time losing a coach they 
loved.  LCPS had grief  coun-
selors at the school the whole 
week after his death.  

I was just surprised that 
such significant details were 
missing from the story.  There 
were many aspects that we 
loved about Coach Grays and 
we will miss him. 

—Aggie Oczon Saltman

Column was fantastic
The article in today’s Bulle-

tin about coach Roger Grays 
by Susan Ouderkirk is one of  
the best written columns I 
have read in a newspaper in 
quite some time. Even though I 
was not personally familiar 
with the coach, or the news of  
his tragic recent passing, her 
article made me feel a close-
ness to him and his family who 
bravely attended the champi-
onship game. Excellent writing 

will have that effect. 
Please pay Susan well 

during her stay at the Bulletin, 
I suspect she has a great future 
ahead of  her!

—Thomas Dolan

Spread your blessings 
We have much to be thank-

ful for... a heritage and a histo-
ry unsurpassed in nations. 
People deny that we were a 
Christian nation but I know 
those roots run deep. Our form 
of government was directly in-
spired by the Bible. An exam-
ple: The Bible is for the Gov-
ernment of  the People, by the 
People, and for the People.

John Wycliffe (1320-1384), a 
professor at Oxford University, 
became one of  the greatest En-
glish reformers. His most out-
standing achievement was 
being the first to translate the 
Bible into the English lan-
guage. Known as the “morning 
star of  the Reformation,” Wy-
cliffe included this statement 
in the General prologue of  his 
1384 translation of  the Bible:

“Winter Solstice is the dark-
est part of  our year. It would 
have been the same in Israel 
when Christ was born. Anoth-
er way our God uses to point to 

His Son who is the Light of  the 
World.”

All this will be because the 
mercy of  our God is very ten-
der, and heaven’s dawn is 
about to break upon us, to give 
light to those who sit in dark-
ness and death’s shadow, and 
to guide us to the path of  
peace,” from Zechariah’s song, 
Luke 1: 78,79/Isiah 9:2

I do want to remind you to 
spread the blessings you have 
been given. Remember to give 
to the poor; food, clothes for 
children, and blankets are es-
pecially useful.

Many Americans have suf-
fered loss this season; remem-
ber them in your prayers. 

Merry Christmas
—Bev Courtney

Work continues on Unifi ed 
Development Code 

In October of  this year the 
Doña Ana County Commis-
sioners approved and adopted 
the 2040 Plan or Comp. Plan 
for the County and provision-
ally the Unified Development 
Code (UDC) or the zoning code 
for the County. Currently the 
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion is working on revisions 
and correction to the UDC 

along with the County zoning 
staff.

The County Planning and 
Zoning Commission intends to 
produce zoning code for the 
County and re-zone the Las 
Cruces Extra Territorial Zone 
(ETZ). However, incorporated 
cities like Las Cruces and An-
thony can either adopt the 
new UDC or keep their exist-
ing zoning code; the ETZ area 
outside the city limits is being 
involuntarily forced into being 
compliant with the new UDC 
zoning code. The County has 
two legal paths, as I see it; 
they can hold public hearings 
with all ETZ residents proper-
ly notified, as spelled out in 
the New Mexico State Article 
21 Zoning Regulations, specifi-
cally 3-21-6 Zoning or the 
County can exempt the ETZ 
zone from re-zoning under the 
UDC. Any attempts to re-zone 
the ETZ will result in legal ac-
tion that will further delay the 
zoning plan implementation 
for the remainder of  the 
County.

The County Commission 
and the Zoning Commission 
needs to be made aware of  
State law.

—Richard Majestic

Oscar Vasquez Butler
Guest Columnist

The 2016 legislative 
budget session is to con-
sider the fiscal needs of  
the State of  New Mexi-
co. Doña Ana County, 
one of  the highest pro-
portion of  Hispanics in 
the United States (ap-
proximately 66 percent) 
and having the second 
most populated county 
in New Mexico is severe-
ly in need of  education-
al, social and economic 
stimulus: the county 
statistically has a very 
young population (66 
percent younger than 19 
years of  age) 8 percent 
younger than 5 years of  
age, a 12.5 percent elder-
ly population (65 years 

and older) and 42 per-
cent of  children living 
in poverty within the 
county’s 37 Colonias 
(rural communities). 

With the level of  pov-
erty in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, why aren’t our legis-
lators appropriating 
money to address Early 
Childhood Education, 
increase senior pro-
grams and adult and 
youth employment pro-
grams?

As research has prov-
en, a child’s learning ab-
sorption is from birth to 
6; and instead of  the 
governor and the Public 
Education Department 
staying rigid on holding 
children back in the 
third grade due to lack 

of  educational proficien-
cy, they should support 
a permanent fund ap-
propriation in support 
of  Early Childhood Edu-
cational Programs. 

More important, our 
legislators, both Demo-
crats and Republicans, 
must pass a legislative 
funding bill to not only 
support such programs, 
but also provide for ad-
ditional teaching re-
sources in the class-
room. 

If  we don’t invest 
early in our children, 
then we will continue to 
see detrimental effects 
and the social cost of  
poverty: an increase in 
teen pregnancy, truancy, 
high school drop-outs, 

drug and alcohol addic-
tion, juvenile and adult 
incarceration and at-
risk-youth’s turning to-
ward gang membership 
as a social outlet.

Additionally, in-
creased funds must be 
appropriated for senior 
programs; as the elderly 
struggle to survive on 
fixed incomes, trying to 
make ends meet, decid-
ing between paying rent, 
buying prescriptions or 
putting food on their ta-
bles, the daily isolation 
and pressures of  living 
with poverty can only 
be relieved through so-
cial interaction with 
others. 

Funds to municipali-
ties and counties for in-

creasing community 
center activities, such as 
increasing senior meals 
and recreational and so-
cial activities would 
greatly alleviate the de-
pression, stress and ten-
sions of  aging, and par-
ticular to those living 
alone.

Lastly, additional 
funds must be appropri-
ated to stimulate local 
economies: a compre-
hensive adult and youth 
employment program 
should be expanded to 
provide and develop em-
ployment opportunities, 
both in the private and 
public sectors. 

With the unemploy-
ment rate in Doña Ana 
County being the high-

est in the state, it is es-
sential to invest in our 
young adults and youth; 
this would provide not 
only a stimulus to the 
local economy, it may 
also result in the reduc-
tion of  criminality in 
the community. 

We must also learn 
from what is happening 
in other eastern states 
and communities: high 
numbers of  unemployed 
adults and youths, and 
idle minds, may lead to 
crime, violence and civil 
disobedience, a foresee-
able tax burden for 
county residents.

Oscar Vasquez Butler is 
the past county chairman 
and commissioner.

Money needed for programs to help children, poor



The Addiction Recovery Center at Mesilla Valley Hospital 
is dedicated to helping individuals struggling with drug 
and alcohol addiction. Through our structured, inpatient 
program, we guide people on the path to recovery by 
providing coping skills and relapse prevention plans, and 
address co-occurring mental health concerns.

We are available 24/7 and provide assessments on a 
walk-in basis.

We accept TRICARE®, Medicare, and most insurance plans.
TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, Defense Health Agency. 

All rights reserved.

m e s i l l a v a l l e y h o s p i t a l . c o m

If you or a loved one needs 
help, please call 575.382.3500.

3751 Del Rey Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM 88012

ADDICTION RECOVERY CENTER
SETTING THE STANDARD FOR PSYCHIATRIC & ADDICTION SERVICES

Mesilla Valley Hospital offers the following 
services for adults struggling with drug & 
alcohol addiction and co-occurring mental health 
conditions:
- Inpatient Addiction Recovery Center
- Partial Hospitalization Program (PHP)
- Intensive Outpatient Program (IOP)
 

Treatment for addiction is a phone call away & 
recovery is possible!

 
We are available 24/7 and walk-ins are always welcome.

We accept TRICARE®, Medicare, and most insurance plans.
TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, 

Defense Health Agency. All rights reserved.

Rio Grande Estate Sales, LLC
Mark Leitch, Owner

575-993-1699
riograndeestatesales@gmail.com

riograndeestatesales.com

70+ Years Experience!
Put our experience to work for you!

Attention Medicare Benefi ciaries
If you qualify for both Medicare and 
Medicaid you could be eligible for a 
program to receive extra benefi ts such 
as Dental, Vision and Transportation 
all at no cost to you.

Call us toll free to see if you qualify at

1 (855) 976-3998
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Coming Up
Dec. 18-24

Tax-Aide 
Program seeks 
volunteers 

The AARP Foundation 
Tax-Aide Program needs 
volunteers across New 
Mexico and especially in 
Las Cruces to provide 
free tax assistance and 
preparation for members 
of  the community who 
need help in this area, 
generally those with low 
to moderate income. Vol-
unteers are needed to 
electronically file tax re-
turns, to greet taxpayers 
and help organize their 
paperwork, to set up and 
keep running computer 
equipment used to elec-
tronically file tax re-
turns and to manage 
sites and do quality con-
trol. For more informa-
tion on becoming a New 
Mexico tax volunteer, go 
online to www.aarp.org/
taxaide today. 

Make space for 
your clothes 
and raise funds

 Help La Academia Do-
lores Huerta raise funds 
by donating gently used 
clothing, shoes, accesso-
ries, linens, bath items, 
toys, household items, 
and books. Deadline to 
drop off  items is Dec. 18. 
Make donations at La Ac-
ademia Dolores Huerta, 
1480 N. Main St. or Las 
Cruces Hispanic Cham-
ber of  Commerce, 277 E. 
Amador Ave., Suite 305. 

Questions? Contact ladh-
parents@gmail.com or
call Eldelisa at 571-5716.

Christmas carol 
sing-along set 
for Dec. 19

The Las Cruces Chap-
ter of  the American 
Guild of  Organists and 
Peace Lutheran Church 
present a sing-along at 3 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19, at 
Peace Lutheran Church, 
1701 E. Missouri Ave. All 
ages are welcome to this 
free event. The sing-
along will last about an 
hour so take a break 
from the rush of  
last-minute Christmas 
preparations to come join 
in the singing of  carols 
reflecting the reason for 
the season. There will be 
hot cider and biscochitos 
available. For informa-
tion, call 523-5229.

Crafty Kids at 
White Sands 
Monument

Join rangers on Satur-
day, Dec. 19, at 2 p.m. in 
the visitor center court-
yard for a 30-minute 
craft and interpretive 
program about creepy 
crawlers, amazing adapt-
ers, and out-of-this-world 
geology. Target age for 
this project is 6 to 10 
years old. The program 
is free, and parents are 
encouraged to attend. 
The Monument is locat-
ed at 19955 Highway 70, 
Alamogordo. For infor-
mation, call 575-479-6124 

or visit www.nps.gov/
whsa.

Republican 
Women of 
Mesilla Valley

The Republican 
Women of  Mesilla Valley 
will close the year with a 
meeting at St. Clair Win-
ery and Bistro, 1720 
Avenida de Mesilla on 
Saturday, Dec. 19, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The 
new year will begin with 
the seating of  new offi-
cers:  President, Natalie 
Chadborn; Vice President 
Annie Harbison; Secre-
tary Carol Cooper; and 
Treasurer Sharon 
Noe. Reservations are re-
quired and will be col-
lected at 527-5574. Visi-
tors are welcome with 
reservation.

Lumunarias, 
music on the 
Plaza in Mesilla 

The Town of  Mesilla 
will host the annual Lu-
minarias and Christmas 
Carols on the Plaza 
Thursday, Dec. 24. The 
Don Walker Family will 
lead in singing Christ-
mas carols from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. The Town of  
Mesilla, the Lions Club 
of  Mesilla and the Las 
Cruces High School 
Baseball team, in part-
nership with the Las 
Cruces High School 
Band will light luminar-
ias in the plaza and 
around town beginning 
at dusk. Anyone interest-
ed in helping light the 
luminarias should call 
the Town of  Mesilla at 

524-3262 ext. 116. Several 
thousand luminarias 
will be displayed. As 
part of  the Christmas 
Eve event on the plaza, 
the Mesilla Fire Depart-
ment will hold a candle-
light vigil. 

Chamber of 
Commerce 
cookies with Bill

Join us for a special re-
ception to honor and say 
goodbye to Las Cruces 
Chamber of  Commerce 
President and CEO Bill 
Allen. Bill has led the 
Chamber for the past five 
years. Bill’s leadership 
has made a major impact 
on the Chamber and our 
community. He will be 
leaving us at the end of  
December. Cookies and 
coffee will be provided 
and we invite you to drop 
in at your convenience 
on Friday, Dec. 18, from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the 
Chamber, 505 S. Main St., 
Suite 134. For details, call 
524-1968. 

Model Railroad 
Club meeting 
Saturday

Southern New Mexico 
N Scalers Model Railroad 
Club has their monthly 
meeting and model rail-
road running day on Sat-
urday, Dec. 19, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. located at 
the club layout at the 
Southern New Mexico 
Fairgrounds. Layout is lo-
cated in the white quon-
set hut. Enter from the 
far west gate. For more 
information, contact Mike 
Fifer at 526-8834.

Dec. 25-31 

Temple Beth-El 
serving breakfast 
at Camp Hope

Temple Beth El mem-
bers will again be pro-
viding and serving 
breakfast for the resi-
dents of  Camp Hope on 
the morning of  Dec. 25. 
For information, call 524-
3380.

Birding ID tour 
at Leasburg 
State Park

The monthly bird ID 
tour at Leasburg State 
Park is set for Saturday, 
Dec. 26. Meet Volunteer 
Birding Guide CJ Goin 
at South Day Use Area 
for a walking tour along 
the banks of  the Rio 
Grande. You might ob-
serve a Belted Kingfish-
er, Osprey, American 
Flicker, Killdeer, Phaino-
pepla, American Pipit, 
Spotted Sandpiper or 
Pyrrhuloxia. Dress 
warmly with appropriate 
footwear. Easy to moder-
ate walk along mostly 
level ground. Cost: Regu-
lar entrance fee. Contact 
Alex Mares at 524-4068.

Lake Lucero 
guided tours

Take a tour of  Lake Lu-
cero with a ranger Sun-
day, Dec. 27, at 10 a.m. 
and learn about the for-
mation of  the famous 
white sands, and the spe-
cial plants and animals 
that live in and around 
the dunes. The Monu-
ment is located at 19955 

Highway 70, Alamogor-
do. The program is $8 for 
adults 16 years and 
older, and $4 for chil-
dren. Make reservations 
online only at www.nps.
gov/whsa.

Winter Art Camp 
for grades 7-12

The City of Las Cruces 
Parks & Recreation De-
partment presents “Win-
ter Art Camp” for local 
youth grades 7-12. Teens 
will explore the funda-
mentals of art through 
various activities that will 
lead up to painting a 
mural on City property. 
They will learn to use var-
ious traditional and mod-
ern media in conjunction 
with different painting 
techniques and styles. The 
camp will be from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Dec. 28-30 at 
Meerscheidt Recreation 
Center, 1600 E. Hadley 
Ave. Participants must 
provide their own lunch-
es. For more information, 
call 575-541-2455. The TTY 
number is 575-541-2772.

JAN. 1-7

First Day Hike 
at Leasburg 
State Park

Join a park ranger on 
a moderate walking tour 
of  the Mogollon trail and 
visit geothermal springs 
along the riverbed at 
Leasburg Dam on Fri-
day, Jan. 1, 2016. Tours 
start at 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m. Located 15 miles 
north of  Las Cruces, exit 
19 at Radium Springs. 
For information, call 524-
4068.



Holiday schedule 
for City offi  ces

City Hall and most other City of  
Las Cruces offices will be closed to 
the public Thursday, Dec. 24, Friday, 

Dec. 25 and Friday, Jan. 1, for the 
Christmas and New Year’s Day holi-
days. Emergency services such as 
fire and police will not be affected.

The following is the schedule of  
services/closures for Dec. 24:

• Frank O’Brien Papen Center 12 – 
5 p.m.

• East Mesa Recreation Center 

OPEN 12 – 5 p.m.
• Regional Aquatic Center OPEN 8 

a.m. – 2 p.m.
• Thomas Branigan Library 

CLOSED
• All Senior Programs CLOSED
• RoadRunner Transit MODIFIED 

(6:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.)
• Solid Waste Services collected as 

normal
• Foothills Landfill will have nor-

mal hours
• All museums CLOSED
• Convention and Visitors Bureau 

CLOSED
•  On Dec. 25: all offices are closed 

and no services are available.

www.batteriesplus.com

Las Cruces 575.525.2355
2240 E. Lohman Ave.
M-F 8-8, Sat 8-7, Sun 10-5

Trust The Plus
NP063 Save $4 by instant rebate on Duracell® Quantum 20 pack & Duracell® Coppertop 24 packs.  

Offers expire 12/31/15. See store for details.  © 2015 DURACELL, a division of the Gillette Company, Bethel, CT 06801.  
DURACELL is a registered trademark of the Gillette Company, used under license. All rights reserved. 

Don’t forget the 
batteries and bulbs!

2 Pack Duracell® 

Ultra LED Bulbs

Only $4.99

Duracell® Quantum 

& Coppertop  

Battery Packs

Save $4.00

WellSpring
...a New Th ought Center

Spirituality for the 21st Century
New Thought leader in Las Cruces

Carol Carnes, author and spiritual teacher

Relevant, uplifting, Inspirational Sunday talks

11:00 am 140 Taylor Rd. Las Cruces

575-524-2375

“It’s really not that far”
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In Th e News

Bulletin report
Las Cruces Police are still ask-

ing for the public’s help in iden-
tifying the man suspected of  
shoplifting from Target, and 
using a stun gun and knife on a 
store employee during his es-
cape.

Investigators learned that at 
around 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
10, loss prevention personnel at 
Target confronted a man sus-
pected of  shoplifting electronics 
from the store. As loss preven-
tion approached the suspect, the 
man pulled out a contact stun 
gun and deployed it on the secu-
rity officer.

The two men engaged in a 
scuffle near the front of  the store 
before the suspect drew a knife 
and used it to threaten the em-
ployee. The loss prevention em-
ployee was not seriously injured 
during the scuffle.

A Las Cruces Police officer was 
in the vicinity and saw the sus-
pect running from the store. The 
officer tried to make contact with 
the suspect, but the man got into 
a vehicle and fled the parking lot. 
The fleeing vehicle ran a red light 
at Telshor Drive and Lohman 
Avenue, and was last seen headed 
south on Telshor.

The suspect is described as 
white or Hispanic, and in his 
early 20s. He was wearing a gray 
baseball cap, gray sweatshirt 
and blue jeans. He fled the park-
ing lot in a silver Toyota Camry 
with tinted windows.

The property stolen from Tar-
get included earphones, a GoPro 
camera and a few compact discs. 
The value of  stolen items was 
estimated at around $475. Inves-
tigators determined the suspect 
used a homemade magnetic de-
vice to remove security locks 

from the merchandise. That de-
vice was inadvertently left be-
hind as he fled the store.

The suspect faces charges of  
shoplifting, aggravated battery, 
aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon and resisting, evading 
or obstructing an officer.

Anyone with information that 
can help identify the suspect is 
asked to call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or send a 
tip by text message to CRIMES 
(274637), keyword LCTIPS. 
Crime Stoppers is offering a re-
ward of  up to $1,000 for informa-
tion that helps identify the sus-
pect.

Three charged following 
robbery, shooting 

Las Cruces Police have 
charged two women and one 
man following a bizarre robbery 
and shots fired incident from 
Saturday morning.

Cori Runnels, 18, Cayla Blue, 
23, and 21-year-old Aaron 
Pritchard were arrested in the 
incident. Blue and Runnels are 
charged with shooting at or from 
a motor vehicle, aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon and 
conspiracy. Pritchard is charged 
with one count of  robbery.

Officers learned 
the incident began 
at around 1 a.m. at 
the Halo Hookah 
Lounge at 2460 S. 
Locust St. Detec-
tives believe Run-
nels, Blue and 
Pritchard were at 
Halo when they 
approached a 23-year-old man 
about settling a $50 debt owed to 
Blue. After a heated discussion, 
the man agreed to pay the $50 
but insisted he needed to re-
trieve the money from someone 
else.

As the parties drove away 
from the Halo lounge in separate 
vehicles, the 23-year-old man 
tried to elude the suspects for a 
moment. During that time, Run-
nels is suspected of  randomly 
firing 3-4 rounds out of  the vehi-
cle’s window in an attempt to 
intimidate the 23-year-old.

All the parties met again, this 
time at Dublin’s Street Pub at 
1745 E. University Ave., where 
they again discussed settling the 
debt. The parties then drove sep-
arately to Lava Rock hookah 
lounge at 111 S. Solano Dr.

The 23-year-old man, Blue and 
Pritchard entered Lava Rock but 

the victim again failed to pay the 
$50. The parties went outside 
where the suspects continued to 
press the man for the cash. At 
some point, a knife-wielding 
Runnels is suspected of  ap-
proaching and threatening the 
man who was knocked to the 
ground by Pritchard. Runnels 
and Blue are suspected of  kick-
ing the man while he was on the 
ground.

Detectives believe Pritchard 
stole jewelry the victim was 
wearing. The victim was trans-
ported to Memorial Medical 
Center for injuries to his chin 
and face. His injuries were not 
life-threatening.

Runnels is being held at the 
Dona Ana County Detention 
Center with a cash-only bond set 
at $15,000. Bond for Blue was set 
at $10,000 cash while Pritchard is 
held on a $5,000 bond. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Las Cruces police are seeking this 
suspect in a shoplifting, stun gun 
incident.

Shoplifting suspect used stun gun, knife 

RUNNELSPRITCHARD BLUE



PLEASE CALL 527-2525 OR VISIT US AT
2525 LAKESIDE DR. • MON-FRI NOON-5PM

Offer Expires Soon!
New Customers Only

Lakeside Storage

10x15 $50/mo
(reg. $70)

RV & Boat Storage 
(16x30) $25/mo

(reg. $35)
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Pat Minjares is a first-grade teach-
er at Vado Elementary School. She’s 
also an artist, keeping alive the tradi-
tion of making Mexican tin holiday 
ornaments.

She can take a small piece of tin – 
or even aluminum or tinfoil – place a 
paper drawing on top of it and use a 
small tool to trace the design onto 
the tin, attach a hook or punch a 
small hole in it, color it with acrylic 
paints or even sharpies, lacquer it 
and create a decoration that is color-
ful, inexpensive, quick to make and 
traces its roots to Mexican cities like 
Oaxaca and San Miguel de Allende 
where the tradition began centuries 
ago.

Minjares is also sharing her art 
and creativity with children and 
adults in classrooms and workshops 
in El Paso and the Las Cruces area to 
help preserve the tradition of “art 
made of tin,” as it is called by Casa 
Dolores, Center for the Study of the 
Popular Arts of Mexico.

“Often an excess material, tin alloy 
was simply an ingredient in making 
the more expensive copper for ship-
ping and armaments and was left as 
recycled scraps,” according to http://
www.casadolores.org/saintly-and-
spirited-art-made-of-tin.html. “Some-
times called the ‘poor man’s silver,’ 
tin was relatively inexpensive and 
accessible. Thus the popularity of  
this material flourished, becoming a 
channel of artistic expression to cre-
ate objects such as masks, mirrors, 
milagros (small amulets) and ex-vo-
tos (objects used as votive offerings). 
As a re-usable material from canned 
goods and containers from Europe-
an ships, to contemporary designs 
derived from recycled aluminum 
cans, this brings full circle its con-
stantly adaptable nature.”

Mexicans also were forced to use 
tin to create household goods and 
ornaments during the Spanish colo-
nial period, when Conquistadores 
forbade them to use the more valu-
able silver and gold, Minjares said.

She said tin art had a renaissance 
in the 1960s, but has fallen out of  
favor because it doesn’t generate a 
lot of money. “It means something to 
me,” said Minjares, who added she 
doesn’t want it to become a lost art. 
“The culture is important.” 

It’s also a great craft for children, 
even small ones. For them, Minjares 
said, it’s best to use aluminum or 
tinfoil because it doesn’t have shape 
edges. Tape a design to the alumi-

num or tinfoil and place it on a 
small stack of  newspapers so the 
surface underneath isn’t marred. 
Then, let the child trace the drawing 
he or she has chosen. You can help 
attach a hook or poke a hole in the 
ornament and help the child cut the 
shape out with scissors. Then, the 
child can use acrylic paints or felt 
pens to color the ornament – on one 
side or both sides. 

And, Minjares said there is really 
no such thing as a mistake. You can 
use your finger or an eraser or simi-
lar blunt-ended tool – even the flat 
part of a scissors handle – to rub out 
a line or dot or any other shape you 
don’t want on the ornament and 
start again.

A child – or an adult – can make an 
ornament in a few minutes, or take 
as long as he or she wants to perfect 
it. And, you can use other tools to 
make borders and shapes on your 
ornament – try the gentle use of  
Phillips screwdriver to create a star, 
for example. 

There are endless designs to 
choose from for ornament making, 
including stars, roosters, religious 

figures, birds and holiday icons like 
Santa Clauses and snowmen. You 
can make just about any size you 
want, and the tin ornaments can be 
used to decorate everything from 
Christmas trees and wreathes to Dia 
de los Muertos altars.

Minjares said she often uses the 
lids that come with large aluminum 
steam pans as the base for her orna-
ments. The lids are inexpensive, 
available in many stores, and, unlike 
the pans themselves, are free of ridg-
es and wrinkles. She has worked on 
a variety of other surfaces as well, 
including 36-gauge aluminum metal 
foil.

Minjares taught herself the art of  
tin ornament making. 

“I just figured it out as best I 
could,” she said. Her mother has 
some tin ornaments Minjares made 
when she was in the third grade, she 
said.

“It’s important that we continue 
this, because people appreciate it,” 
said Minjares, who has been a teach-
er for 31 years. 

Contact Minjares at patriciamin-
jarez@yahoo.com.

PHOTO BY MIKE COOK
Patricia Minjarez shows some of the tin ornaments she made.

Teacher keeps Mexican tradition alive
‘Mother Hubbard’ receives 
entertainment industry award

Barbara “Mother” 
Hubbard has been 
honored with yet an-
other entertainment 
industry award re-
cently as she was pre-
sented the “Golden 
Circle Award” at Bill-
board Magazine’s In-
ternational Touring 
Conference in New 
York City. 

The award, of  which 
Hubbard was only the 
second recipient, is 
presented to “an indus-
try legend who’s shown 
outstanding commit-
ment to the live music 
business, and fostered 
its growth and success 
through vision, ethics, 
mentoring and profes-
sionalism.” 

The award was a 
complete surprise to 
Hubbard, the retired 
former Special Events 
Director of  New Mexi-
co State University, 
who also has been the 
director of  American 
Collegiate Talent 
Showcase (ACTS) 
since 1976 and is still 
active in the industry. 

She continues to 
raise funds for local 
shows through her in-
volvement and pro-
motion locally. 

Hubbard has created 
15 different scholar-
ships through the 
NMSU Foundation 
honoring friends, fam-
ily and industry enter-

tainers such as Reba 
McEntire, George 
Strait and Brooks and 
Dunn to name a few 
who have themselves 
made significant con-
tributions to the schol-
arships presented 
each year to students 
at NMSU.

“Since 1978, she’s 
been fostering young 
minds with the ACTS 
program, teaching stu-
dents about the music 
industry and provid-
ing scholarships to 
those in need,” said 
Louie Messina, a 
friend of  Hubbard’s 
and president of  the 
Messina Group, which 
has presented national 
tours for Taylor Swift, 
George Strait and 
Kenny Chesney. 

“It’s all about her 
kids. If  she was 
talking to me or Sir 
Paul (McCartney) or 
King George (Strait)…
it was all about doing 
a show for her kids. 
She’s dedicated to her 
kids,” Messina said.

Previously Hubbard 
had been awarded 
Pollstar Magazine’s 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Venue Today 
Magazine’s First 
Women of  Influence 
Award, and Interna-
tional Entertainment 
Buyer’s Association’s 
Harry “Hap” Peeble’s 
Founders Award.

In Th e News
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GERIATRIC MEDICINE
INTERNAL MEDICINE
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Las Cruces!
Combine Your Auto and Home & Save!

OFFERING ACCIDENT & INCIDENT 
FORGIVENESS PROTECTION.
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Lights, camera, action!

Las Cruces 
International 

Film Festival’s 
Ross Marks 
unveils the 

festival’s 2016 
poster Friday, 

Dec. 11, at a 
release party 

at Glenn 
Cutter 

Gallery.

PHOTOS BY 
RICHARD COLTHARP

Artist Derek Fisher signs a limited print of the Las Cruces Interna-
tional Film Festival 2016 poster he created.

Sally Cutter and Natalie Valenzuela 
helped host the event.

Ross and Debra Marks

Erik Jessen and Deniece Sanchez

Mike and Veronica Beckett and Philip and Marsha San 
Filippo

Carol McCall and Elaine Sasnow

Udell and Grace Vigil

Rakhila, Matthew and Kublai Byrnes



Voted #1 Voted #1 
in Las Crucesin Las Cruces

I n i t i a l  S e r v i c eI n i t i a l  S e r v i c e

$$59.9959.99+tax+tax

Interior/Exterior TreatmentInterior/Exterior Treatment
Program Pricing from $39Program Pricing from $399999+tax+tax

575•635•7237

FULL SERVICE JEWELERS

Holiday Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm • Saturday 10am-5pm
524-RUDY(7839) • Pueblo Plaza Center • 1100 S. Main, Suite 114

All Merchandise and Jewelry
Up to 50% OFF Through Thur, Dec 24th

(excluding consignment jewelry)

HOLIDAY SALE &
3RD ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

We Are Passionate Patient Caregivers

4441 East Lohman Ave. • Las Cruces, NM 88011 

575-521-6400575-521-6600

Two Unique Hospitals

�Two Distinct Specialties
�One Convenient Location
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With support from 
local residents, the City 
of  Las Cruces is upgrad-
ing one of  its oldest and 
smallest public parks 
near Downtown, and one 
of  its largest and newest 
parks on the East Mesa.

Klein Park, located at 
155 N. Mesquite St. in the 
city’s Historic Mesquite 
District, was dedicated 
in September 1953 in 
honor of  former Las 
Cruces Mayor Sam 
Klein. It is the city’s old-
est public park; and, at 
about 1.34 acres, it’s also 

one of  the smallest. 
Desert Trails Commu-

nity Park, located at 3492 
Sonora Springs Blvd. in 
the Sonoma Ranch area, 
on 34 acres of  U.S. Bu-
reau of  Land Manage-
ment land, is the city’s 
second largest developed 
city park behind Butter-
field Shooting Range, 
which is more than 400 
acres in size. The park 
opened in 2009, although 
the city began working 
with the BLM on its de-
velopment more than a 
decade ago, said City 
landscape architect 
Cathy Mathews.

City Parks and Recre-
ation Department Direc-
tor Mark Johnston said 
residents of  the Mes-
quite neighborhood 
reached out to the city 
and state legislators 
about neighborhood im-
provements several 
years ago, and Klein 
Park was one of  the proj-
ects selected. 

With $200,000 in capi-
tal outlay funds and 
guidance from Sites 
Southwest landscape de-
sign company, the city 
created a master plan for 
redevelopment of  Klein 
Park, Mathews said. 

About 90 neighbor-
hood residents attended 
public meetings orga-
nized by former Las Cru-
ces City Councillor Mi-
guel Silva to gather input 
for the master plan. 
Their suggestions in-
cluded making the park 
more walking friendly 
and adding picnic spac-
es, lighting, security and 
artwork, Mathews said. 
She said the city also got 
input from elementary 
and high school stu-
dents, who wanted more 
grass in the park and 
more play equipment.

The final plan, which 
local residents approved, 
also calls for an amphi-
theater to be built on the 
Mesquite Street side of  
the park, along with a 
bus stop and improved 
drainage, Mathews said. 
The work will cost about 
$1.5 million total, she 
said, and will be done in 
phases as grant funds 
and capital outlay from 
local legislators are 
available. 

“We anticipate an 
early spring construc-
tion phase, with comple-
tion prior to the summer 

of  2016,” said Johnston. 
“If, in fact, we don’t have 
the funds in hand at that 
time, we will wait until 
the summer is over and 
go to construction in 
early fall.”

The goal for develop-
ment of  Desert Trails 
Community Park is to 
maintain its extensive 
green space and natural 
habitat, Mathews said. 
The city, the BLM and 
local residents want to 
develop its trail system 
for walkers and runners 
while preserving its 
open space and natural 
wildlife, which includes 
tortoises, jackrabbits, 
roadrunners, quail, coy-
otes and snakes, she 
said.

Work on Desert Trails 
also will be done in 
phases as funding is 
available, Johnston said. 
It will include additional 
repairs to the park’s 

original construction as 
well as parking lots on 
the north and south 
ends, additional trail de-
velopment, picnic shel-
ters, restrooms and 
play/recreation opportu-
nities for both children 
and adults, he said. 
Johnston said the total 
cost will be $2.5-$3 mil-
lion.

Las Cruces has “86 
parks and growing,” 
Johnston said, with sev-
eral large parks current-
ly in development, in-
cluding a remote-control 
air field and archery 
park and a new trail sys-
tem behind Las Cruces 
Dam. 

For more information, 
visit http://www.las-cru-
ces.org/de partments/
parks-and-recreat ion 
and http://www.lascru-
c e s c v b. o r g / e x p l o r e /
parks-monuments/city-
parks/.

City continues upgrades at Klein, Desert Trails Community parks
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local paper; one of the Miy-
agishima brothers was 
knocked unconscious, but 
no one was seriously hurt 
except for Blackie. Like a 
faithful guardian angel, the 
dog took the brunt of the 
lightning strike, saving the 
children.

Miyagishima recently 
survived a (less lethal) polit-
ical storm when he won his 
third term as Las Cruces 
mayor, amid an aggressive 
assault by political rivals 
which included out-of-town 
PAC money, thousands of  
mud-slinging flyers and the 
dredging up of an old police 
file. But Mayor Ken, as 
many people call him, just 
stuck it out and kept mov-
ing forward.

“I was exhausted after 
the negative campaign,” he 
said. Not knowing it was 
coming blindsided the 
mayor, as he scrambled to 
do damage control. But to 
his surprise, the people of  
Las Cruces came out in big 
numbers on Election Day 
and overwhelmingly voted 
to keep him in office. 

He must be doing some-
thing right.

But he seems a little 
unsure of  what that is, 
exactly. When asked if  he 
can finally have a “Sally 
Field moment,” (she fa-
mously announced at the 
Oscars, “You like me. You 
really like me!”) Miy-

agishima shrugged and 
said, “I’m not really sure 
what that’s about.” 

Mayor’s Award
Instead of  dwelling on 

the fortuitous election, he’d 
rather talk about the ele-
ments of his politics that 
make him proud. 

“One thing I really am 
proud of is a program I 
have, which was started in 
2008, for third-graders.” He 
initiated the Mayor’s 
Award on Education eight 
years ago as an incentive 
program to keep kids in 
school. 

“I go in and we talk about 
why they need to go to 
school and graduate. They 
get a certificate that says 
they promise to graduate, 
and they sign it and I sign 
it.” Throughout the years, 
he checks in with the third 
graders as they mature to 
remind them of their con-
tract.

“I’ll tell them that I re-
member signing the certifi-
cate, and that they can’t 
break their promise.” 

During the last eight 
years, 14,000 kids have 
come through the pro-
gram. 

“2018 is the graduation 
year of  the very first class,” 
he explained, “so I’m excit-
ed to see how many have 
stayed in school. That’s im-
portant to me.”

In fact, Mayor Ken would 
like to see Las Cruces have 
the highest high school 
graduation rate in the 

state. 
“It could happen,” he in-

sists.

Nutrition challenge
The Mayor’s Award pro-

gram for third graders is 
two-fold: “The second part 
is the fitness and nutrition 
challenge,” which he initi-
ated in collaboration with 
the state. In addition to 
promising to graduate, 
third graders within the 25 
participating elementary 
schools also agree to eat a 
healthy diet, which is some-
thing that touches him per-
sonally.

“One of my heroes is my 
brother, James,” Miyagishi-
ma said. James has diabe-
tes which resulted in the 
loss of his eyesight, his foot 
and one of his kidneys. He 
is a kidney transplant re-
cipient who lost everything 
he had, including his busi-
ness.

“He lost a lot, but he 
never gave up. I mean—
wow!”

Economic development
As for Miyagishima’s pol-

itics, he knows that one of  
the top issues he has to 
tackle is economic develop-
ment. Although the Greater 
Las Cruces Chamber of  
Commerce endorsed candi-
dates opposing the mayor, 
he still considers himself a 
business owner and points 
out that, “Our gross re-
ceipts are up from previous 
years.” 

He mentions the climate, 

the people, the public school 
system and New Mexico 
State University as import-
ant factors in that growth. 
Although some groups 
made an effort to unseat 
him as someone unfriendly 
to growth and development, 
Miyagishima notes that, 

“Our area is one of the 
few places in New Mexico 
that is growing,” and he’s 
supportive of the high tech 
aerospace industries. 

He’s even an ex-officio 
board member for the 
chamber this year.

After reaching out to the 
local Homebuilder’s Asso-
ciation, he said, “We have 
some things we’re working 
on.” 

He’s allocated $400,000 for 
automated planned review 
software, which will make 
it possible for building 
plans to be scanned and 
sent around via email, rath-
er than having to be hand-
walked all around town. 
This will reduce the wait 
time for builders from 
weeks to days. 

“We’ve also hired a busi-
ness liaison to help busi-
ness owners more quickly 
and efficiently navigate the 
permitting process, and we 
will be cross training in-
spectors,” to streamline the 
building process, he said.

Just after the election in 
November of this year, Miy-
agishima approached the 
Greater Las Cruces Cham-
ber to set up a meeting and 
address the issues head on. 

Although he has yet to 

meet formally with the 
Chamber (Bill Allen, the 
current Chamber CEO re-
cently submitted his resig-
nation to take a job in Mich-
igan), Miyagishima said he 
will open a dialog about 
what he feels is best for Las 
Cruces, which does not in-
clude the city endorsing 
candidates in elections. But, 
he adds, “I’m not going to 
let this interfere because we 
have to move forward.”

What’s next?
The mayor is enthusias-

tic about new infrastruc-
ture going up around 
town. 

The new combination po-
lice and fire station, to be 
located at the corner of  
Lohman Ave. and Sonoma 
Ranch Boulevard, is in the 
works. 

He’d also like Las Cruces 
City Manager Robert Garza 
to reconsider his recent re-
tirement announcement. 

“Robert should not retire. 
He has the ability to bring 
people together. The people 
of Las Cruces should learn 
more about him before he 
leaves,” the mayor insists. 
Garza is a friend and role 
model for Miyagishima, 
who also admires Bruce 
Lee and John F. Kennedy. 

He once met Donald 

Trump in Japan and they 
shook hands. The only 
thing Miyagishima took 
away from the encounter 
was that “His hair wasn’t 
done. It was white.”

The citizens of Las Cru-
ces made it clear that they 
appreciate the mayor, and 
he appreciates them right 
back. 

“Our people and their 
compassion speak volumes. 
Things like Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink and Cowboys 
for Cancer Research mean 
a lot. Las Cruces is filled 
with people who care about 
each other and are giving,” 
he said. 

Had he not won the elec-
tion in November, he would 
have cheerfully changed 
paths to spend more time 
with his wife and children, 
and would have turned at-
tention back to his insur-
ance business. No worries; 
just a shift of course. 

One final question is of  
vital importance to the 
mayor’s Las Cruces constit-
uents: Red or Green?

“Oh. That’s hard. It’s red 
enchiladas with an egg on 
top, but green enchiladas 
with chicken and sour 
cream,” Miyagishima ex-
plained, once again deftly 
navigating a tricky obsta-
cle.

FORWARD 
FROM PAGE A1

Heart Institute 
cardiologists 
join MMC 

Residents of  southern 
New Mexico now have ac-
cess to the cardiologists of  
New Mexico Heart Insti-
tute. A new partnership be-
tween NMHI and Memorial 
Medical Center (MMC) has 
brought this world class 
heart team to Las Cruces. 
Two NMHI physicians will 
provide general and inter-
ventional cardiology care 

to patients at 2450 S. Telshor 
Blvd., Suite 207.

“We know some residents 
of  southern New Mexico 
have been traveling to Albu-
querque to receive care and 
we are happy to bring our 
expert team of compassion-
ate, experienced cardiolo-
gists here to Las Cruces to 
continue to strengthen the 
cardiovascular care they 
are already receiving at Me-
morial,” said Dr. Sean 
Mazer, president of  the 
New Mexico Heart Insti-
tute’s Board. “This partner-

ship shows our commit-
ment to the heart health of  
everyone who lives in Las 
Cruces and the surround-
ing communities.”  

Memorial Medical Cen-
ter and the cardiologists of  
NMHI will offer a compre-
hensive range of cardiolo-
gy treatments that encom-
pass general cardiology; 
preventative noninvasive, 
interventional as well as 
diagnostic services such as 
echocardiography and nu-
clear testing. “New Mexico 
Heart Institute is one of the 

premier groups of cardio-
vascular physicians in the 
nation,” said John Harris, 
CEO of Memorial Medical 
Center. “We are excited to 
have them join us in bring-
ing the finest cardiovascu-
lar care to the people of  
Southern New Mexico.”

Drs. Munif Alkouz and 
Faisel Zaeem will join 
MMC’s team of six cardiol-
ogists and will begin seeing 
patients at the Las Cruces 
location inside New Mexico 
Cardiovascular Associates 
offices across from MMC. 

In Th e News



By Kristie Garcia
For the Bulletin

Traveling full circle is 
nothing new to New Mexi-
co State University alum 
Rod McSherry. He has 
gone from Deming, New 
Mexico, and back to Dem-
ing, and from Washington, 
D.C., back to Washington.

He has come full circle 
once again.

McSherry received a 
master’s degree in interna-
tional agriculture from 
NMSU in 1986 and has re-
turned to the NMSU Col-
lege of  Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental 
Sciences as the Gerald 

Thomas Chair for Global 
Agricultural Initiatives. 
His position is that of  an 
endowed chair that honors 
former NMSU President 
Gerald W. Thomas.

After receiving a bache-
lor’s degree in animal sci-
ence from NMSU in 1984, 
McSherry was one of  the 

first students to receive a 
master of  agriculture from 
NMSU.

While working on his 
master’s, he took part in a 
cooperative with the USDA 
Foreign Agricultural Ser-
vice in Washington, which 
led to a 28-year career as a 
Foreign Service Officer. 
Following a stint in Wash-
ington, he headed to Mos-
cow for his first assign-
ment with the USDA in 
1989.

He would not be as-
signed to U.S. soil for an-
other 22 years.

From 1989 to 2011, 
McSherry had assign-
ments in Moscow, Mexico 
City, Caracas, Bangkok, 
Baghdad, London and Af-
ghanistan. He had the re-
sponsibility of  assessing 
the local agriculture situa-
tion in terms of global food 
security.

“My objective was to an-
alyze and report on what 
was going on in those key 
partner countries regard-
ing agriculture,” McSher-
ry said. “We wanted to 
know what they were pro-
ducing, what they were 
consuming, what they 
were putting on the mar-
ket and what they were 
taking off  the market. Was 
there an opportunity for 
U.S. agriculture, for ex-
ports?”

While assigned to 
non-conflict countries, 
McSherry’s job was to de-
termine whether there 

were events that would af-
fect agricultural produc-
tion in the United States, 
such as policy decisions, 
legislation, increases in 
productivity, changes in 
land policy or changes in 
water access.

“I needed to know what 
was going on in that coun-
try that would have an im-
pact on the American abil-
ity to export food, agricul-
ture, beverages, anything 
made of  agricultural prod-
ucts, to that country,” 
McSherry said. “Converse-
ly, what were they doing in 
that country that might 
mean trade flow was com-
ing to America?”

McSherry’s responsibili-
ties also included interna-
tional trade policy. He 
worked closely with the 
World Trade Organization 
to ensure countries were 
transparent in what they 

did agriculturally.
However, priorities shift-

ed for McSherry when as-
signed to war zones or 
post-war zones.

“When I arrived in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, it was 
different; it was more of  a 
reconstruction job,” he 
said. “There was an imme-
diate food security need. In 
a conflict or post-conflict 
situation, all trade mecha-
nisms are disrupted, so we 
were trying to figure out if  
there was something im-
mediate we needed to do to 
make sure that food was 
flowing, despite wars going 
on.”

McSherry’s final assign-
ment was in Washington, 
where he remained for a 
year to wrap things up be-
fore leaving his Foreign 
Service career in 2012.

SECOND OPINION
From Memorial Medical Center

Don’t Hesitate to Vaccinate for FLU
By Twyla Anderson, 
MMC Infec� on Control

Infl uenza, FLU, is a serious contagious dis-
ease that can lead to hospitaliza� on and even 
death. The BEST preven� on against the FLU is 
to be immunized each year.

Myth: “The FLU is not a serious disease.”
Yes, FLU is a serious disease of the nose, 

throat and lungs. Each year in the U.S. over 
200,000 people will be hospitalized and many 
will die.

Myth: “The FLU shot can cause the FLU.”
No, the FLU shot (vaccine) cannot cause 

the FLU. Vaccines are the weakened form of 
the disease germ (FLU), once the vaccine en-
ters the body; the body responds and makes 
an� bodies to fi ght that disease germ (FLU). 
Vaccines do not cause disease. Serious prob-
lems from a FLU shot are very rare. 

Myth: “The FLU shot does not work.”
Most years the annual vaccine matches 

the strains of FLU circula� ng that FLU season, 
but FLU is not always predictable as was seen 
in 2009 with the Infl uenza A, H1N1 outbreak. 
Another vaccina� on had to be developed to 
prevent the spread of the new circula� ng FLU 
virus. Scien� fi c studies show the eff ec� veness 
of the FLU shot range from 70%- 90% when 
there is a good match between the circula� ng 
FLU viruses and those in the vaccine.

Myth: “The side eff ects are worse than 
the FLU.”

The worst side eff ect a person is likely to 
have from a FLU shot is a sore arm. The FLU 
mist vaccine may cause some mild nasal con-
ges� on, runny nose, sore throat and cough. 
The risk of a severe allergic reac� on is less 

than 1 in 4 million.
Myth: “Only older people need a FLU vaccine.”
Wrong. Everyone over the age of 6 

months of age needs to be immunized each 
year against the FLU. Seniors and young 
children o� en have the most complica� ons 
from the FLU, but when more people are 
immunized against the FLU, it protects our 
seniors and children because less people 
around them are sick. In the U.S. last FLU 
season, 2014-2015, the Pediatric deaths 
were 147. 

Myth: “You must get your FLU shot be-
fore December.”

Incorrect. FLU vaccine can be given be-
fore and during the FLU season. The best 
� me to be immunized is October and No-
vember, but you can be immunized later as 
well. Infl uenza viruses circulate year round, 
but there are more cases of FLU during Oc-
tober through March. The vaccine is formu-
lated each year to protect against the circu-
la� ng FLU viruses, that is why vaccina� on 
each year is so important.

Ge�  ng your FLU vaccine each year is the 
very best preven� on from catching the FLU 
however, should catch the FLU even a� er be-
ing vaccinated, you should experience a less 
severe course of FLU illness. 

Other strategies in the preven� on of FLU 
are 1. Cover your mouth and nose when you 
cough or sneeze, 2. Keep your hands clean, 
use soap and water or alcohol based hand hy-
giene products. 3. If you are sick, stay home, 
please don’t spread your germs. 4. Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose and mouth - germs 
spread that way, 5. Clean and disinfect surfac-
es and objects that may be contaminated with 

Corner of Terrace Dr. & Don Roser
521-5370

3030 W. Picacho
532-4427

Your Diamond Store and More! 

East on Lohman 
Left on Roadrunner 

Left into the Sonoma Ranch Plaza 575-652-4084 

DON’T FORGET THAT WE CAN PERSONALLY CREATE A CUSTOM JEWELRY PIECE, JUST FOR YOU! 

 UNIQUE GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

�� Hand-painted Keep-Sake Boxes 

�� Beau�ful Forever Roses 

�� One-of-a-kind Candles 

�� Ci�zen Watches 
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Rod McSherry, 
New Mexico 
State University 
Gerald Thomas 
Chair for Global 
Agricultural 
Initiatives, is 
seen next to 
a boy while 
assigned to 
Afghanistan 
during his 
career as 
Foreign Service 
Officer with 
the USDA. 

NMSU COURTESY PHOTO

NMSU alum returns to College of ACES

SEE ACES, PAGE A15
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He returned to Deming, 
where he helped manage 
his family farm, ranch and 
feed lot.

After expressing an in-
terest in helping NMSU on 
an international level, 
McSherry received good 
news from College of  
ACES Interim Dean Jim 
Libbin.

“The associate deans got 
together and we decided 

having Rod with us would 
be a great use of  the Ger-
ald Thomas Chair,” Libbin 
said. “Gerald always sup-
ported internationaliza-
tion and agriculture on the 
global level, and if  he were 
here today, I know he’d be 
very happy.”

Libbin said Cornell Men-
king, associate provost for 
NMSU’s International and 
Border Programs, is al-

ready doing great things 
for the university regard-
ing internationalization, 
and he is confident 
McSherry will add to those 
efforts.

“Rod’s efforts will con-
centrate on agricultural 
development and institu-
tional capacity building 
projects, an emphasis that 
will complement, rather 
than compete with, the 
great efforts of  NMSU’s 
Office of  International and 

Border Programs.”
Branding and identity is 

a priority needed to get the 
NMSU name in front of  
appropriate donor organi-
zations so that the Colleges 
of  ACES will be called on 
for assistance, according to 
McSherry.

“For instance, it would 
be very important for glob-
al security if  there is eco-
nomic stability in a certain 
country,” McSherry ex-
plained. “Agriculture may 

be very important, but 
who’s going to implement 
those ag projects? Part of  
it, without fail, involves ag 
research, ag education, 
some sort of  extension, 
food and nutrition, which 
takes us straight back to 
the ag college at NMSU.”

In such a scenario, 
McSherry said NMSU per-
sonnel would assist that 
particular country’s re-
searchers with a crop con-
ducive to its environment.

With new ideas being 
put into action, Libbin said 
McSherry already has 
made an impact on NMSU 
and the college.

“He understands what 
we’re trying to accomplish, 
and he has already turned 
out great ideas and made 
great connections,” Libbin 
said. “The fact that Rod 
has come back to NMSU 
speaks volumes about his 
loyalty and his desire to 
give back.”

ACES FROM PAGE A14

PHOTOS BY SUSIE OUDERKIRK
From left, Doug Lorenz, Alma Lorenz, Wendy Curtin, Kelly 
Curtin.

Home Builders 
and Great Gatsby

The Las 
Cruces 
Home 

Builders 
Association 
takes a trip 
back to the 

1920s for its 
Great Gats-
by themed 

banquet 
Friday, Dec. 

11. Left to 
right: Kait-

lyn Caffrey, 
Andrew 

Sigle, Cindy 
Torres 

The Disabled American 
Veterans free ride pro-
gram, which supplies van 
rides for veterans to hos-
pital and doctor appoint-
ments, can be reached at 

the following numbers: 
Las Cruces and El Paso/
Truth or Consequences/
Albuquerque 575-915-4899 
and Alamogordo 505-506-
8717.

Free rides for veterans through DAV



By Elva K. Österreich
Las Cruces Bulletin

While Sister Blandina Se-
gale died in 1941 at the age 
of 91, her spirit is active in 
the lives of many today. In-
deed, during an early De-
cember press conference, 
The Rev. Ricardo Ramírez, 
Bishop Emeritus of  Las 
Cruces, spoke about her as 
if  she was sitting next to 
him.

On June 29, 2014, Ramírez 
was chosen to pick up Sister 
Blandina’s cause and took 
on the job of postulator. As 
postulator Ramírez was ap-
pointed to present gathered 
evidence for the sister’s be-
atification and potential 
canonization to the Vatican.

The Archdiocese com-
pleted an investigation on 
Sister Blandina Nov. 13 of  
this year and Ramírez, 
along with the cause’s peti-
tioner, Allen Sánchez CEO/
President CHI St. Joseph’s 
Children, and several mem-

bers from the sisterhood 
headed to Rome to officially 
turn in their investigation 
and petition on Dec. 10.

“It was emotional,” Sán-
chez said. “It was wonder-
ful.”

The delegation met with 
the new postulator, who 
takes over the case once it’s 
turned over to the Vatican.

Sánchez said they sat 
with the archbishop who 
told them, “We are very 
happy with her story and 
her ministry and how it re-
lates to the babies of today.”

The Vatican accepted the 
story of  Sister Blandina 
with open arms.

“The hospitality was un-
believable,” Sánchez said. 
“They called her the Picco-
la (little one) of New Mexi-
co.”

With the transfer of the 
petition to Rome, he said, 
“We are bringing the Little 
One of New Mexico to the 
whole world.”

The actual transfer, when 
Ramírez placed the docu-
ments on the shelf in the 
vault was the most touch-
ing moment of all for Sán-
chez.

“Her message of  hope, 
nonviolence and recogniz-
ing every person as having 
the dignity of  a human 
being now begins a gift to 
the world,” he said. “She 
was just so good to every-
one, a great example to us 
today. She was a little one 
who did big things and gave 
lots of hope to people and 
she is still giving hope from 
the grave.”

During the earlier press 
conference, Dec. 3, Ramírez 
talked about Sister Blandi-
na and his role in her pro-
gression toward sainthood.

“Sister Blandina had a 
long life filled with a lot of  
heroic events,” he said. 
“She herself was the postu-
lator for the case of another 
sister, Saint Elizabeth Ann 

Seaton, one of  the first 
American saints.”

The title of Servant of  
God is part of the petition.

“’Heroic virtue’ are very 
important words,” Ramírez 
said. “They imply not just 
an ordinary holy person, 
but a very special holy per-
son.”

He said that Sister Blan-
dina’s fingerprints are all 
over New Mexico. She was 
instrumental in establish-
ing the first public schools, 
the first private schools and 
the first health care sys-
tems in the state. She be-
lieved in taking care of the 
children.

“We can’t invest enough 
in our children,” Ramírez 
said. “She was an example 
of compassion and mercy 
and she speaks to us from 
the grave in this world of  
violence.”

One of  the incidents 
proved by investigation 
showed sister Blandina 
saved a man from a New 
Mexico lynch mob. James 
Morris was convicted in-
stead, later pardoned by the 
territorial governor and 
sent home to raise his four 
children.

Ramírez believes Sister 
Blandina will be patron for 
a lot of issues relating to the 
present. 

“New Mexico needs a 
saint,” he said. “If we ever 
needed miracles, it’s today.”

Coming to the state in a 
covered wagon at the age of  
22, Sister Blandina is credit-
ed with bringing the first 
crusher to New Mexico for 
the first gravel pit. There 
have been comic books 
written about her and she 
met and talked with creator 
of the film “Ten Command-
ments,” Cecil B. DeMille.

“Actually,” Ramírez said. 
“We are all called to be 
saints. The church doesn’t 
make saints. The church 
recognizes their holiness.” 

Sister Blandina Segale 

 The Servant of God, Rosa 
Maria Segale (Sr. Blandina 
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Ramírez petitions Rome for nun’s sainthood

SEE SAINT, PAGE A20

COURTESY PHOTO
The Rev. Ricardo Ramírez, Bishop Emeritus of Las Cruces, 
places the paperwork, including extensive investigations, 
in a vault at the Vatican as he passes his role as postulator 
the cause of Sister Blandina Segale  (to be beatified) offi-
cially to another in Rome. 
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HomeInstead.com/138

We’re by your side so your loved one can stay at home.

Alzheimer’s & Dementia are our business.
Our only business.

15 loving years providing a holistic approach 
dedicated solely to this special population

Drop in or call to schedule a visit • 575-382-5200
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OF LAS CRUCES

“To me, the Club means fun, 
positivity, achievements, and 
friendship. The Club has taught 
me about goals and how to 
achieve them; about how to 
make friends and how to be a 
friend. I don’t know what I would 
do without the Boys & Girls Club 
as a part of my life.” 

- Khalila G., age 12, 
Sierra Middle School 
7th Grader and 
4-year Boys & Girls 
Club Member

Donate Today: 
330 W. Las Cruces Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 526-1519
www.bgclascruces.org

Your donation gives young people 
like Khalila the Gift of a Great Future.
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in Las Cruces and Me-
silla. 

She helped make 
thousands of  meatballs 
(albondigas in Spanish) 
for this year’s Feast of  
Our Lady of  Guada-
lupe, and participated 
in the festival Saturday, 
Dec. 12 at Tortugas 
Pueblo south of  Las 
Cruces. She also plans 
to make bizcochos, and 
other traditional south-
western recipes that 
are popular during the 
holidays, like pasole, ta-
males, Mexican wed-
ding cookies and Mexi-
can hot chocolate.

Chavez said attending 
a performance of  Los 
Pastores del Valle de 
Mesilla, the traditional 
folk miracle play about 
the birth of  Christ, is 
another important part 
of  the holiday for her. 
Los Pastores has been 
performed annually for 
more than 50 years at 
the Basilica of  San Al-
bino Catholic Church in 
Mesilla.

And, Chavez said she 
will attend midnight 
Mass on Christmas Eve, 
joining many others 
who will be walking 
down a street in Las 
Cruces or calle in Me-
silla lined with tradi-
tional luminarias – 

called farolitos in 
northern New Mexico.

The simple task of  
combining a paper bag, 
some sand and a candle 
to create a luminaria 
and then lighting it is 
“a beautiful, ceremoni-
al thing,” Chavez said. 
Even the poorest resi-
dents of  the area take 
“pride and joy” in light-
ing their homes during 
the holidays with lumi-
narias and other “beau-
tiful lights,” she said.

“New Mexico is a very 
sacred, mother place,” 
Chavez said. Its holiday 
traditions are multi-cul-
tural and transcend re-
ligious differences, she 
said. “Christmas is a 
time of  coming togeth-
er as brothers and sis-
ters and as mothers and 
fathers … (a time of) 
remembering the an-
cestors. We just need to 
remember that we are 
all one people,” Chavez 
said.

Chavez, 67, is a na-
tional award-winning 
author whose works in-
clude “A Taco Testimo-
ny: Meditations on 
Family, Food and Cul-
ture,” published in 2006, 
which includes many of  
her mother’s family rec-
ipes.  She also has writ-
ten novels, short sto-

ries, poetry and plays, 
and has received the 
American Book Award, 
the Premio Aztlán Lit-
erary Prize, the Mesilla 
Valley Author of  the 
Year Award and the 2003 
Hispanic Heritage 
Award for Literature. 

Chavez also won the 
2015 New Mexico-Arizo-
na Book Award in the 
Fiction/Other category 
for her novel, “The King 
and Queen of  Comezón” 
in November in Albu-
querque. The book also 
won the International 
Latino Book Award in 
fiction at the American 
Library Association 
Conference in October 
in San Francisco.

Chavez founded the 
Border Book Festival in 
1995 and ended it earli-
er this year after a 20-
year run. She is now 
concentrating on the 
sale of  books, art and 
music at Casa Camino 
Real book store at 314 S. 
Tornillo St., in the Mes-
quite Historic District 
where she grew up. 
Chavez and her hus-
band, Las Cruces artist 
and photographer Dan-
iel Zolinsky, also sell 
rare books on www.abe-
books.com.

You can contact 
Chavez at 523-3988 or 
casa@casacaminoreal.
org.

TRADITIONS FROM PAGE A1



Don’t Miss This

Because you missed 
your colonoscopy. 
Colon cancer is the second leading cause of cancer-related 
deaths in the United States. Because colon cancer can 
develop with little or no symptoms, it is important to 
schedule a screening exam if you’re age 50 or older.

A colonoscopy can save your life. 
Don’t miss it.

Our Physicians Include:
Dr. Thomas Nattakom
Dr. Kai Noshirwani    Dr. Prasad Podila
Dr. Jean Pierre Reinhold    Dr. Joseph Sunny

Call to schedule your 
colonoscopy at 
Lohman Endoscopy Center today. 
575-522-6239

4381 E Lohman Ave # A

Sunday, Dec 20 Sunday, Dec 20 
10:30 am: Cantata Worship Service

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Services, Dec 24Candlelight Services, Dec 24

4 pm:  Service for children of all ages 

7 pm: Traditional Service

First Presbyterian Church . 526-5559 . 200 E Boutz Rd
(just west of LC High School)

First Presbyterian
Church 

Advent Music & Worship

Come share the precious
gift of Christmas
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By Mike Cook
Las Cruces Bulletin

At its Monday, Dec. 14, 
work session, the Las Cru-
ces City Council heard a 
second presentation on 
public financing of  city 
elections, took a step closer 
to revising the procedure 
for recalling elected offi-
cials and discussed setting 
a date for a special city elec-
tion in 2016.

Public fi nancing 
of city elections

 Following up on a July 
2015 presentation, officials 
from Common Cause New 
Mexico (CCNM) told Las 
Cruces Mayor Ken Miy-
agishima and city council-
lors that adopting a “small 
donor campaign” financing 
system would increase the 
participation of both candi-
dates and voters in city 
elections at a cost to the city 
of $800,000 over a four-year 
election cycle.

Under the CCNM draft 
policy, candidates for 
mayor who agreed to pub-
lic financing and qualified 
for it could receive a four-
to-one match of  up to 
$80,000 on contributions 
they received from regis-
tered voters in the city. 
Candidates for city council 
could also receive a four-to-
one match of up to $15,000 
on contributions received 
from registered voters in 
the candidate’s council dis-
trict. Because those run-
ning for judgeships in New 
Mexico face some fundrais-

ing restrictions, a candi-
date for Las Cruces munic-
ipal judge could receive a 
$15,000 block grant after 
qualifying for public fi-
nancing.

Under the CCNM pro-
posal, candidates for mayor 
and city council could ac-
cept contributions from 
outside the city (mayoral 
candidates) or a council 
district (council candi-
dates), but those contribu-
tions would not be matched 
by public dollars. And, a 
mayoral candidate who 
agreed to public financing 
could receive no contribu-
tions from a person or orga-
nization inside or outside 
the city of more than $200. 
A candidate for city council 
couldn’t receive a contribu-
tion of more than $100.

To qualify for public fi-
nancing, a candidate for 
mayor would have to col-
lect at least 100 contribu-
tions of at least $5 totaling 
at least $5,000; candidates 
for city council and munic-
ipal judge would have to 
collect at least 25 contribu-
tions of $5 totaling at least 
$1,000. To qualify, candi-
dates also would have to 
submit petitions with the 
valid signatures of a per-
centage of registered vot-
ers either in the city (mayor, 
judge) or a council district.

The proposed $800,000 in 
city spending is based on 
an assumption of  three 
candidates running for 
mayor, three for each of the 
city’s six council seat and 

two for municipal judge 
during a four-year election 
cycle. That’s a total of 25 
candidates for mayor, the 
six council seats and the 
two city judgeships. It also 
includes $100,000 to admin-
ister the program and 
$111,000 for additional can-
didates. 

All city elected officials 
serve four-year terms, with 
elections in November of  
odd-numbered years and 
three council seats on the 
ballot every two years.

If public financing of Las 
Cruces city elections is ad-
opted, it would be entirely 
voluntary. Any candidate 
for a city office could choose 
to participate or not. 

Public financing would 
encourage “more candi-
dates and everyday people 
to get involved” in city elec-
tions, said CCNM Las Cru-
ces Campaign Manager 
Craig Fenske.

Retired New Mexico 
State University American 
politics and constitutional 
law professor Nancy Baker, 
Ph.D., said a June 2015 New 
York Times/CBS polls 
shows that 66 percent of  
Americans believe the 
wealthy have more influ-
ence than others in elec-
tions, 84 percent believe 
money has too much influ-
ence in elections and 85 
percent believe elected offi-
cials often enact policies to 
benefit large campaign do-
nors.

“Everyone should have 
an equal opportunity to in-

fluence” elections, she said. 
Public financing shows 
that “government is not for 
sale.” It also would provide 
“greater trust in local gov-
ernment,” she said. Candi-
dates would spend more 
time interacting with vot-
ers to get the small contri-
butions needed to qualify 
for public financing, and 

then could spend more 
time interacting with vot-
ers during the campaign 
instead of fundraising.

Research shows that pub-
lic financing also signifi-
cantly increases competi-
tion among candidates, 
particularly when chal-
lengers are facing an in-
cumbent; it increases “the 

level and diversity of citi-
zen participation as cam-
paign donors”; and it in-
creases “citizen participa-
tion in political cam-
paigns,” Baker said. “The 
benefits are not simply the-
oretical, they’re actual.” 

CCNM Albuquerque 

Council discusses election financing, recalls

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE A20
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Campaign Manager Heath-
er Ferguson said Albuquer-
que adopted public financ-
ing for city elections in 
2005. She said Las Cruces 
can study the public financ-
ing programs there and in 
other cities to avoid their 
mistakes. For example, she 
recommended that the city 
adopt a public financing 
program as an ordinance 
rather than as a change to 
the city charter, as Albu-
querque did. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Greg 
Smith said some local resi-
dents may have concerns 
about spending taxpayer 
dollars on political cam-
paigns. He said the success 
of public financing in other 
communities “helps build 
the case that this is the way 
to go.”

“This is tax dollars,” 
Smith said. “My tax dollars 
might not be going to some-
one I support. I do think the 
public weighing in on this 
would be helpful.”

“Recently in Las Cruces 
we have seen the effects of  
outside money coming in,” 
said Councillor Olga Pedro-
za, referencing to last 
month’s hotly contested 
races for mayor and two 
seats on the city council. 
Candidates, she said, should 
“go to the voters, get them 
engaged in the election.”

“I really agree with the 
goals of public financing,” 
said Councillor Jack Eak-
man, who won the District 
Four council seat by 11 
votes in November. But, he 
said, city residents should 
have an opportunity to vote 
on it, rather than just the 

mayor and council. 
Councillor Casandra 

Gandara, who won her Dis-
trict One seat last month by 
18 votes, asked where 
CCNM came up with 25 
contributions as a mini-
mum to qualify for public 
financing. “Shouldn’t it be 
higher?” she asked. Ganda-
ra also said a $5 minimum 
contribution to help a can-
didate quality for public fi-
nancing was “too high for 
some folks,” especially 
local residents earning the 
minimum wage.

“We’re taking a fairly 
simple process and making 
it very complicated,” said 
Councillor Ceil Levatino. 
Her biggest concern, she 
said, is citizens’ first 
amendment rights, includ-
ing those of  people who 
don’t contribute to cam-
paigns. “My votes (on the 
council) don’t just reflect 
my district. Why can’t vot-
ers from other districts 
who support my positions 
contribute?” she asked. 

Levatino said the district 
she represents (District 6) 
is the largest and most di-
verse district in the city. In 
campaigning, she said, 
“raising money has noth-
ing to do with ringing door-
bells.” There are “lots of  
ways people can be engaged 
without ever contributing a 
penny, and that’s just as 
valuable,” she said.

“Asking taxpayers to fi-
nance” city election cam-
paigns – I’m struggling 
with that, I really am,” Le-
vatino said. “$800,000 is a lot 
of money out of the bud-
get,” she said. And, under 

public financing, she said, 
“people who don’t support 
me, some of their money is 
going to support me. Some 
people I don’t support 
would get my money. 
There’s something inher-
ently wrong with that in 
my opinion.” 

Levatino also said public 
financing would benefit 
“people who are too lazy to 
do it. If  you’re committed to 
running, you will raise 
money,” she said.

Enacting public financ-
ing will not solve the prob-
lem of money and politics, 
said Councillor Gill Sorg, 
“but it helps it, albeit in a 
small way. We’ve got to do 
something. People don’t re-
alize that 80 percent of their 
lives are run by local gov-
ernment,” he said. 

Assistant City Attorney 
Thomas Limon said the 
proposed public financing 
policy does not include 
funding for potential litiga-
tion if a candidate accepts 
public financing and then 
violates its provisions. He 
said public financing also 
could place an additional 
burden on the city clerk’s 
office in determining can-
didates’ compliance with 
the application process, 
contribution requirements 
and campaign spending 
and reporting.

Merrie Lee Soules of Las 
Cruces, who ran unsuc-
cessfully for the New Mexi-
co Public Regulatory Com-
mission in the June 2014 
Democratic primary, told 
the council she is a “huge, 
huge supporter of public 
financing.” Having it in her 
PRC campaign allowed her 
to concentrate on issues 

and educating voters about 
her instead of  soliciting 
contributions. “I could to-
tally separate my candida-
cy from fundraising. It was 
invaluable,” she said.

Recall  
Assistant City Attorney 

Robert Cadello discussed 
proposed changes to the 
city charter for the city’s 
recall petition process.

Proposed changes would 
include: insuring that any-
one circulating a recall peti-
tion is a qualified city voter 
if  the recall targets the 
mayor, or is a qualified voter 
in the district which a tar-
geted council member rep-
resents; allowing anyone 
who signs a recall petition to 
withdraw his or her signa-
ture from the petition up to 
seven days before the city 
council acts on the petition; 
adding five working days to 
the current 20 working days 
the city clerk would have to 
certify recall petitions; in-
creasing from 10 to 15 per-
cent the number of signa-
tures of  registered voters 
required for a recall peti-
tion, either citywide if the 
recall is for the mayor or 
districtwide if  it is for a 
council member; defining 
the terms “misfeasance,” 
“malfeasance” and possibly 
“nonfeasance” in the peti-
tion; and adding a recall 
election to the next regular-
ly scheduled election in-
stead of holding a special 
recall election within 60 
days of recall petitions being 
validated by the city clerk.

Miyagishima and coun-
cillors raised a number of  
questions about the pro-
posed changes. 

Smith said waiting to 
schedule a recall election 
until the next regular city 
election may be too long to 
wait, especially if  the recall 
involves an issue of malfea-
sance. “We should probably 
move more quickly than 
that,” Eakman agreed. 

Miyagishima said a sup-
plemental provision which 
gives those circulating a re-
call petition additional time 
to get more signatures if  
the city clerk’s office deter-
mines that of the voter sig-
natures initially submitted, 
enough are invalid to drop 
the total below the mini-
mum required, should be 
deleted entirely from the 
recall process.

Councillors also suggest-
ed setting specific start and 
stop dates for the collection 
of petition signatures. Le-
vatino suggested that the 
“the clock starts when peti-
tions are picked up” from 
the clerk’s office. 

Levatino also said if  the 
percentage of valid signa-
tures required is raised 
from 10 to 15 percent, those 
seeking a recall should 
have 90 rather than 60 days 
to collect signatures. She 
also suggested a shorter 
time for petition signers to 
withdraw their signatures. 
Each voter, she said, should 
“take responsibility for 
knowing what the heck 
they’re signing. You should 
read what you’re signing. 
You should understand 
what you’re signing,” she 
said.

Gandara said there 
should be a finding of prob-
able cause by a district 
court judge before petitions 
are circulated. She also 

said the recall petitions 
should consider registered 
voters who don’t read or 
write English and who 
can’t read or write any lan-
guage.

City Manager Robert 
Garza said the recall issue 
will be brought back to a 
future council work session 
for additional review before 
it is brought forward for a 
vote.

2016 special 
city election

Garza said the city could 
schedule a special election 
in 2016 on proposed chang-
es to the recall process and 
possibly other topics as 
well, including public fi-
nancing of city elections, 
GO bonds and quality of  
life issues. 

Finding a date for a spe-
cial election could be diffi-
cult, he said, because Las 
Cruces Public Schools has 
as mill levy election in Feb-
ruary, the primary election 
is in June and the general 
election is in November. 

Holding the election in 
August is probably the best 
option, Garza said, because 
it would give the city time 
to “carefully craft the ques-
tions” that will be on the 
ballot, and would provide 
adequate public notice of  
the election. In the alterna-
tive, he said, the election 
could be held in November, 
with questions placed on 
the general election ballot. 
Or, there is the possibility 
of doing a mail ballot.

The council will continue 
to discuss dates for and is-
sues to be placed on a spe-
cial election ballot at future 
council meetings. 
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Segale, SC) was born Jan. 23, 
1850, in Cicagna, Italy. Her 
family migrated to Cincin-
nati, Ohio when she was 
four years old. Her first word 
as a child was Gesu (Jesus).

On Sept. 13, 1866, she en-
tered the Sisters of Charity 
of Cincinnati. She was sent 
to work in the newly ac-
quired territories of  the 
western United States in 

1872. Arriving first in Trini-
dad, Colorado, Sr. Blandina 
taught the poor. In 1877 she 
was transferred to Santa Fe 
where she cofounded the 
public and Catholic schools. 
Her work included starting 
hospitals in Santa Fe and 
Albuquerque.

Other heroic virtues in-
clude her tireless work of  
teaching and healing the 

immigrant, the marginal-
ized, and the poor, and ad-
vocating for women and 
children. She challenged 
the occupying government 
and military in fair treat-
ment of  the Native Ameri-
cans. Sister Blandina came 
to the aid of  mistreated 
railroad workers, finding 
time to care for the sick 
while building orphanages, 
hospitals, schools and trade 
schools.

She calmed mobs of  
armed men from taking the 
law into their own hands 
and helped criminals seek 
forgiveness from their vic-
tims, and even saved a man 
from a hanging party by fa-
cilitating reconciliation be-
tween him and the man he 
shot before he died.

In 1897 she founded the 
Santa Maria Institute in 
Cincinnati, serving immi-
grants. She led the organi-

zation until 1933. The insti-
tute is still in operation 
today, serving the poor and 
marginalized.

In 1900 Sister Blandina 
returned to Albuquerque 
for two years to help start 
the St. Joseph Hospital 
whose mission continues 
today as CHI St. Joseph’s 
Children.

Many of the adobe struc-
tures Sr. Blandina built still 
stand today as monuments 

to her courage. For exam-
ple, the convent in Albu-
querque’s Old Town bears 
her name. Her life’s work is 
well documented in the ar-
chives of  the Sisters of  
Charity Mother House in 
Cincinnati.

The Servant of God died 
on Feb. 23, 1941, in Cincin-
nati at the Mother House of  
the Sisters of Charity at the 
age of 91. Her last words 
were “Gesu e Madre.”

SAINT FROM PAGE A16



ALLEN

Vince Gutschick and Lou Ellen Kay of Las Cruces Acad-
emy visit with retired software engineer Donald Les-
lie and Julie Seton of Indelible Enterprises LLC.

Green Chamber catches holiday spirit

BULLETIN PHOTOS BY ALTA LECOMPTE

Members and guests of the Las Cruces Green chamber of Commerce turn their attention to the awarding 
of door prizes at a Green Drinks mixer held Thursday. Dec. 10, at LuLu Elements for Living in Mesilla.

Membership chair Nancy Simmons welcomes 
Allen Pereca to Green Drinks.

BUSTOS

By Michael Cook
Las Cruces Bulleting

The City of  Las Cruces’ 
new business liaison said 
people starting a new busi-
ness or ex-
panding or 
altering an 
existing busi-
ness in Las 
Cruces will 
be able to 
submit their 
plans for city 
review and 
approval electronically 
within the next six months 
to a year. 

Donald Bustos, 52, who 
began work as the city’s 
first ever full-time business 
liaison in August, said elec-
tronic filing will be “a game 
changer” and will “elimi-
nate a ton of  paperwork.”

“Electronic plan check … 
will lower the approval time 
for our customers and cut 
the cost of  providing hard 
copies to us,” said Assistant 
City Manager Daniel Avila, 
who is Bustos’ immediate 
supervisor. “We are work-
ing to make the permitting 
section even more customer 
friendly.” 
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WestStar Bank marks Las Cruces 
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By Alta LeCompte
Las Cruces Bulletin

Bill Allen, president and CEO of the 
Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Com-
merce, is heading north to take a new 
job. But he may eventually be back.

“I’ve heard Las Cruces is a great 
place to retire,” Allen said with a smile. 
“You close the screen door, but you 
leave the big door open.”

He will take over the position of pres-
ident and CEO of Midland Area Cham-

ber of Commerce/Midland Tomorrow 
in Midland, Mich., a career move he 
said will enable him to expand his 
work to include economic development 
as well as chamber duties.

Allen leaves behind a host of admin-
istrative changes inspired by his MBA 
studies and early career in financial 
management and sales.

He also leaves a legacy of new pro-
grams he believes may make a lasting 

impact on the organization and the 
community.

Engaging young leaders

“The biggest long-term impact is Ju-
nior Leadership, because it’s the gift 
that keeps on giving,” Allen said.

He said the program, now in its 
fourth year, is modeled on Leadership 
Las Cruces, but for high school stu-
dents.

“We were way oversubscribed this 
year,” Allen said. 

The Chamber received 40 applica-
tions and was able to accept 27 teens 
into the program. He said.

Gearing up for 2015-16 in November, 
the teen leaders took part in the annual 
Ag Day, gaining insights into the role 
and economic impact of agriculture in 

Bulletin report

A second, larger Plan-
et Fitness has opened its 
doors in Las Cruces.

The new facility, near-
ly 21,000 square feet in 
size, opened Monday, 
Dec. 14,  at 1100 N. 
Telshor Blvd. It joins 
the original location at 
1300 El Paseo Road.

Like the El Paseo loca-
tion, t he new Planet Fit-
ness will be open 24 
hours Monday through 
Friday, and 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

The new facility in-
cludes all the standard 
workout equipment, in-
cluding free weights and 
weight machines and 
cardio equipment. It 
will also have a pf360 
circuit, “which will 
allow members to get a 
quick, full-body work-
out in just 30 minutes,” 
said Planet Fitness Mar-
keting Assistant Emily 
Headley of  El Paso. “It 
includes TRX training 
and targets multiple 
muscle groups at a time. 
Each exercise is timed 
and can be adjusted to 

Bill Allen’s legacy: Next gen leaders

City’s new 
business liaison 
says electronic 
filing is on its way

Second Planet 
Fitness location 
opens on Telshor

SEE ALLEN, PAGE A25

SEE FILING, PAGE A23SEE FITNESS, PAGE A24



While Bernalillo County eco-
nomic developers work hard to 
attract major industries to Al-
buquerque and unincorporat-
ed parts of  the county, they un-
derstand that supporting the 
creation of  numerous small 
businesses can lead to an equal 
number of  jobs and opportuni-
ties.

This approach to growth has 
spawned a series of  business 
summits over the past two 
years, each hosted by a Berna-
lillo County commissioner and 
highlighting a business oppor-
tunity or concern identified by 
that commissioner or the com-
missioner’s constituents.

The summits connect entre-
preneurs with resources to 
help them get started or ex-
pand, elected officials who 
can answer questions and 
hear their concerns and busi-
ness experts willing to share 
firsthand experience and ad-
vice.

Participants walk away with 

fresh ideas, and commissioners 
learn about impediments to 
growth.

Concerns raised by food-ser-
vice entrepreneurs at a sum-
mit for restaurateurs in 2014 
led to increased opportunities 
for home-based food-oriented 
businesses. 

The county’s Health and 
Sanitation Code was revised to 
allow residents of  unincorpo-
rated Bernalillo County to pub-
licly sell baked goods, jams, jel-
lies and dry mixes they pro-
duce and package in their own 
homes at farmers markets, 
fairs and similar venues. 

Before the change, the coun-
ty food code did not allow any 
foods prepared in a private 
home to be sold commercially, 
even products with long shelf  
lives and no need for refrigera-
tion.

 Food for growth

Agrotourism is important to 
New Mexico in general and 
Bernalillo County in particu-
lar, according to Commission 
Chairwoman Debbie O’Malley, 
who hosted the most recent 
summit held last month at 
Hotel Albuquerque. 

That summit focused on food 
and it aimed to educate and in-
spire New Mexicans who are – 
or want to become – food entre-
preneurs, whether by growing 
food, producing a food-based 
product or preparing food for 
others to eat.

More than 130 people attend-
ed to hear from experts, net-
work with peers and nurture 
their embryonic business 
ideas. 

Experienced entrepreneurs 
showed up to learn more about 
what Bernalillo County is 
doing to support farms and 
food-centric businesses.

Two centerpiece speeches by 

successful food entrepreneurs 
injected inspiration into the 
day’s events and demonstrated 
how passion, commitment and 
a love of  New Mexico’s heri-
tage are common ingredients 
of  food-based ventures of  all 
sizes.

Celina Aldaz-Grife, owner of  
Celina’s Biscochitos, described 
her evolution from real-estate 
agent to owner of  a bakery 
based on her traditional ver-
sion of  the New Mexico state 
cookie. 

Matt Rembe, executive direc-
tor of  Los Poblanos, explained 
how the historic Albuquerque 
ranch functions as an inn and 
organic farm that produces the 
food served at its on-site 
restaurant, La Merienda.

Workshops led by govern-
ment and business experts 
showed summit-goers how to 
put their ideas and aspirations 
into play. 

Each workshop addressed 
an essential concern of  food 

entrepreneurship – opera-
tions, marketing and logistics 
– and described what’s in-
volved in running and mar-
keting food-oriented business-
es and what business owners 
need to know about safely 
and legally preparing food for 
sale.

In addition to activating com-
munication that can inform 
policies, summits are about re-
lationship building, according 
to Shawn Perry-Turner of  the 
county Economic Development 
Department. 

Connections made at the 
summits continue afterward, 
with county specialists con-
tinuing to help summit partici-
pants find resources they often 
don’t even know about.

Finance New Mexico is a 
public service initiative to assist 
individuals and businesses with 
obtaining skills and funding 
resources for their business or 
idea.  To learn more, visit www.
fi nancenewmexico.org.
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How to fund public 
works is an old question 
in economics. 

It was a topic taken up 
by Adam Smith and it 
was discussed in detail 
by the 19th century econ-
omist John Stuart Mill. 
Mill’s basic idea was that 
the user should pay. Ap-
plying this rule ensures 
that people only use 
what they value enough 
to pay for. But applica-
tion of  this rule to public 
works is often difficult. 

Take the example of  a 
lighthouse. The user 
pays principle means 
ships that use the light-
house for navigation 
should pay for it, but the 
collection of  fees directly 
from a passing ship is 
obviously not easily. 

One solution is for the 
government to directly 
support the lighthouse 
from tax revenue. While 

sometimes this is the 
only solution, doing so 
violates the principle of  
user pays. The burden is 
imposed on all taxpay-
ers, whether they are 
users or not. Better, if  
possible, is to design a 
tax that targets users – 
but not general taxpay-
ers. 

For lighthouses, the 
solution is to impose a 
port fee charged to ships 
on docking. After all, 
many ships that use a 
particular lighthouse 
will also make port near-
by. 

Of  course, some ships 
will use the lighthouse, 
but not use the port, so 
will benefit without pay-
ing a lighthouse fee. 

Other ships will dock 
without using the light-
house, so will pay a fee 
for an unused service. A 
port fee, therefore, is a 
blunt instrument – but 
it’s better than taxing ev-
eryone for benefits pro-
vided a few. 

Lighthouses have a 
message for funding 
highways, which is to tie 
taxes to usage. We would 
like to charge those who 
use the highways for the 
cost of  maintenance. Toll 
roads are common, but 
often toll roads are im-
practical. Stopping to 
pay a toll is time con-
suming and inconve-
nient. Moreover, 
charging a toll may be 
impractical. Imagine 

paying trying to collect 
within the city limits of  
Las Cruces. The many 
egress, exits and inter-
sections make such a 
task  impossible. 

That is why a fuel tax 
often makes sense as a 
mechanism for raising 
funds for highways. The 
more you drive, the more 
you use the roads, the 
more fuel you consume, 
the more you pay. 

It’s not a perfect solu-
tion. The damage done 
to a road is related to the 
vehicle’s weight. Weight 
is only imperfectly relat-
ed to gas mileage. And 
fuel taxes are unpopular, 
especially in rural states 
like New Mexico. Still, a 
fuel tax does a pretty 
good job of  taxing those 
who most use the roads, 
corresponding to the 
user pays rule.

Studies show that the 

average New Mexican 
driver spends more than 
$500 extra on repairs 
each year thanks to bad 
roads. This is about aver-
age nationally, but is a 
bigger burden for New 
Mexicans because we 
are low-income state. 
And it’s a cost that we 
could avoid through im-
proved roads.

Currently, New Mexi-
cans pay 18.88 cents per 
gallon gasoline tax. Rais-
ing that to 23 cents, 
which would still be 
below the national aver-
age, would generate an 
additional $50 million 
per year. That would go 
a long way toward fixing 
our roads. The reduced 
cost of  repairs should be 
sufficient to pay for the 
tax. That is, by paying a 
higher gasoline tax, driv-
ers in New Mexico 
should save money.

Frankly, we as individ-
uals should be angry 
that our neighbors are 
costing us so much by 
not paying adequately to 
use our roads. We should 
be even angrier that out-
of-state drivers aren’t 
paying adequately. We 
should demand that oth-
ers pay for the damage 
they do to our roads by 
demanding higher fuel 
taxes. Sure we would 
have to pay more, but 
the repair costs we 
would save would be 
worth it. 

 
Christopher A. Erick-

son, Ph.D., is a professor of  
economics at New Mexico 
State University. He has 
taught at NMSU for almost 
three decades. The opin-
ions expressed may not be 
shared by the regents and 
administration of  NMSU. 
Erikson can be reached at 
chrerick@nmsu.edu.

Chris Erickson
State of the Economy

19th century lighthouses have message for modern highways

Summits develop food entrepreneurship



The Community Foun-
dation of Southern New 
Mexico (CFSNM) has seen 
tremendous growth since 
its inception in 2000. 

The success of the past 
shaped the present, and 
the present will surely de-
termine the accomplish-
ments of the future. 

Dedicated employees, 
board members, volun-
teers and donors have 
played a pivotal role for 
the past 15years. They are 
undeniably making a posi-
tive impact in our commu-
nity today and are essen-
tial to the Foundation’s fu-
ture achievements.    

Patsy Duran, CFSNM 
donor, supporter and for-
mer executive director, left 
behind a legacy in south-
ern New Mexico – a legacy 
that will exist for genera-
tions to come. Inspired by 
a passion for improving 
the lives of those living in 
the region, she was led to 
a rewarding career and 
benefitted so many. 

Further, Patsy created a 
vision for the people of the 
area and never lost sight 
of that vision. She had a 
gift of connecting with 
and inspiring donors; she 
was the perfect person to 
link philanthropic-spirited 
individuals with commu-
nity needs. The best part? 
Patsy’s passion was genu-
ine – she, herself, was a 
donor and believed in the 
impact of charitable con-
tributions. 

“In order to ask others 
to share in the dream of  
creating endowments, I 
had to contribute first, not 
only time, but money,” she 
said. “Giving came before 
asking.”

Contributions made by 
individuals like Patsy have 
allowed the CFSNM its 
growth. The past paved 
the way for today’s 
achievements. 

In June 2015, the 
CFSNM Healthcare Com-
mittee put out a Request 
for Proposals (RFP) in an 
effort to grant money to 
nonprofits committed to 
addressing health-related 

issues in southern New 
Mexico. The Boys and 
Girls Club of Las Cruces 
was selected as one of sev-
eral recipients.

The Boys and Girls Club 
proposal, Triple Play, en-
courages youth to lead a 
healthy lifestyle. The pro-
gram encompasses three 
areas – mind, body and 
soul. Funding provided by 
the CFSNM allows the 
Boys and Girls Club to 
change Las Cruces youths’ 
attitudes and behaviors 
around leading a healthy 
life.

“We are extremely 
grateful to the Foundation 
to have been a recipient of  
these funds, because it re-
ally helps us refocus a lot 
of our energy on the pro-
gram and making sure 
we’re fulfilling our mis-
sion,” said Ashley Echa-
varria, Boys and Girls 
Club of Las Cruces CEO 
and executive director. 

While the accomplish-
ments past and present 
are substantial, the future 
of the CFSNM is very 
promising. 

CFSNM staff are devot-
ed to spreading the word 
about the good work the 
CFSNM does and estab-
lishing relationships with 
community members in-
terested in addressing 
community needs.

One community mem-
ber ready to step up to the 
plate is Tim Query. Tim is 
a member of the Southern 
New Mexico Down Syn-
drome Families organiza-
tion and is dedicated to 
providing opportunities 
for Down Syndrome teens 
who  want to pursue some 

form of education beyond 
high school. This dedica-
tion is the reason why the 
organization has decided 
to create an endowed 
scholarship through the 
CFSNM. 

“Just like any other par-
ent, our families love our 
children and want to see 
them reach their poten-
tial, whatever that poten-
tial may be for each indi-
vidual,” Query said. 
“Through this scholarship 
we hope to not only pro-
vide financial assistance 
to area persons with 
Down Syndrome to pur-
sue their passion beyond 
high school, but to also 
use it as an awareness tool 
for southern New Mexico 
parents and help them re-
alize that their child with 
Down Syndrome can live a 
rich, productive life and 
contribute to society.”

Establishing scholar-
ships, like the one being 
created by the Southern 
New Mexico Down Syn-
drome Families organiza-
tion, is central to the 
CFSNM’s mission. 

With the support of do-
nors and volunteers, the 
CFSNM’s future is bright, 
but brighter still is the fu-
ture of our community 
and its citizens as we work 
together to create lasting 
and meaningful change. 

Are you interested in 
establishing an endowment 
or contributing to a schol-
arship? Interested donors 
are encouraged to call the 
Community Foundation of  
Southern New Mexico at 
521-4794 or email Courtney 
Merhege at courtney@
cfsnm.org.

Hours: Tues thru Fri - 10AM - 6PM
Saturday : 10AM - 2PM

Phone Number: 527-1411

ALTERATIONS • GIFT SHOP
We can make your clothes fit.

NFL items have arrived.
225 E. Idaho #32 in La Mission Plaza
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Save the Date
FRI 1/22

6-9 p.m. Chamber Choice Awards & 
Gala, Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Com-
merce, Las Cruces Convention Center, 680 
E. University Ave. For more information, call 
the chamber at 524-1968.

 
FRI 1/30 – MON 2/1 

Las Cruces Day Santa Fe, Eldorado 
Hotel & Spa, 309 W. San Francisco, Santa 
Fe. Annual event to focus on the legislative 
issues of Las Cruces and Southern New 
Mexico. Hosted by the Greater Las Cruces 

Chamber of Commerce and the Council of 
the Conquistadores. Early bird registration 
ends Jan. 8. For more information, call the 
chamber at 524-1968.

SAT 3/5-SUN 3/6
10 a.m. Las Cruces Home Builders 

Association 2016 Home & Garden Show, 
Las Cruces Convention Center. Booth spaces 
and show sponsorship opportunities avail-
able. Early bird registration deadline Feb. 
12; late registration deadline Feb. 19. For 
more information, contact the association 
at 526-6126 or events@lchba.com.

CFSNM – past, present and future

Creating the business liaison po-
sition “is a commitment to com-
munity development and our resi-
dents that we will improve cus-
tomer service in the permitting 
section,” Avila said. “We are mon-
itoring every transaction and get-
ting instant feedback from our 
customers by the 
‘Happy or Not’ cus-
tomer interaction 
stations” located at 
city hall.

Bustos said he has 
spent the past four 
months learning 
“how the city works 
with businesses” 
and making recom-
mendations on how 
to improve the pro-
cess. 

He also has dealt 
with complaints 
from business own-
ers.

Bustos acknowl-
edged that a major 
challenge in his new 
job is overcoming 
the perception held 
by some that the 
city is not business friendly. He 
said Avila and City Manager Rob-
ert Garza are “committed to 
changing that perception.” 

“I’m not going to say the city is 
perfect,” Bustos said, “but they’re 
willing to help.”

Bustos said the city “gets blamed 
for a lot of  things.” In his first 
month on the job, for example, 
Bustos said he dealt with calls 
from two contractors who said 
they had submitted business plans 
to the city and wanted to know 
why it was taking so long to hear 
back about them. 

Bustos said he checked out the 

complaints and discovered that 
neither contractor had actually 
submitted any plans to the city.

“I am pleased with Donald’s ac-
complishments to date, which in-
clude making updated informa-
tion available to our customers so 
they can understand the permit-

ting process and in-
teracting with new 
customers to insure 
we are providing 
the best customer 
service possible,” 
Avila said. 

“By creating this 
position, customers 
will understand the 
permitting process 
better and hopeful-
ly have a good expe-
rience with the City 
of  Las Cruces.”

A native of  Las 
Cruces,  Bustos is a 
1981 graduate of  
Las Cruces High 
School. He has two 
bachelor’s degrees 
from New Mexico 
State University, in 
real estate and fi-

nance.
Bustos said he has worked in 

customer service “my whole ca-
reer – getting the customer satis-
fied, getting them what they 
want.”

After working briefly for Wil-
son’s (which became Service Mer-
chandise) and Walmart, he spent 
26 years with Fed Ex in Las Cru-
ces before retiring last year. After 
a year in retirement, Bustos said 
he was ready to return to work. “I 
love golf, but you can only play so 
much,” he said.

Contact Bustos at 541-2191 or 
dbustos@las-cruces.org.
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‘I’m not going to 

say the city is 

perfect but 

they’re willing to 

help.’

DONALD BUSTOS

City of Las Cruces’ new 

business liaison
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BUSINESS BRIEFS
HTC plans for 2016

This month’s High Tech Con-
sortium (HTC) of  Southern 
New Mexico membership meet-
ing will be 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 18, at the Sonoma 
Ranch Golf  Course Banquet 
Room.

This month’s meeting will be 
a planning session for 2016.  
Focus areas will be identifica-
tion of  technology centers of  
excellence in southern New 
Mexico and discussion on how 
best to best support their aware-
ness and growth; how to grow 
the consortium’s individual 
and enterprise membership 
base; and how to broaden HTC 
awareness and effectiveness 
within southern New Mexico.  

Meetings are open to the pub-
lic.  Anyone interested in grow-
ing technology in southern 
New Mexico is encouraged to 
attend.  

The price for mattendance 
(no lunch) is $5; meeting atten-
dance with lunch is $20 – check 
or cash preferred.  There will 
be a business card drawing for 
one complementary meal at the 
end of  the planning session.  

For more information, call 
Terry Jack at 522-3868.

City of Las Cruces 
features online 
business tool

The City of  Las Cruces Eco-
nomic Development Office of-
fers a free online tool designed 

to help local businesses grow 
by making smarter decisions 
through data analysis. 

SizeUp for Local Business In-
telligence can be found on the 
city website at www.las-cruces.
org/sizeup. It allows businesses 
to easily obtain specific data on 
revenue, salaries, health insur-
ance costs, supplier locations 
and more.

“With SizeUp, any business 
can instantly access competi-
tive benchmark, advertising, 
demographic, industry, geo-
graphic and cost-of-business 
data that huge corporations use 
every day,” said city economic 
development specialist Cruz 
Ramos.

“While a lot of  emphasis has 
been placed on industrial re-
cruitment, we are also interest-
ed in helping existing Las Cru-
ces businesses grow and thrive. 
This is one of  the tools in our 
‘Economic Gardening’ program 
designed to help businesses 
currently in Las Cruces. The 
City appreciates them and 
wants to help when we can.”    

SizeUp for Local Business In-
telligence (SizeUp LBI) gathers 
data from public and private 
sources and provides four main 
tools:

Performance benchmarking: 
See how a specific business 
“sizes up” by comparing its per-
formance to all competitors in 
its industry.

Competitive assessment: Map 
where competitors, customers, 
and suppliers are located to de-
termine where to better serve 

customers.
Best places to advertise: Iden-

tify areas with the highest reve-
nue for an industry, the most 
underserved markets, and filter 
for the best location based on 
demographic and business 
characteristics.

Demographic analysis: View 
an interactive map of  demo-
graphic, labor, and customer 
expenditure data in the Las 
Cruces area.

  To access SizeUp for Local 
Business Intelligence, visit 
more additional information 
about SizeUp or other business 
assistance programs offered by 
the City’s Economic Develop-
ment Office, contact econdev@
las-cruces.org, or Cruz Ramos 
at cramos@las-cruces.org. 

You can also click the green 
“Additional Support” tab at the 
top of  the webpage to provide 
us with your contact informa-
tion.

State certifi es 
Navajo tech center

New Mexico Economic Devel-
opment Secretary Jon Barela 
has presented the Navajo Tech 
Innovation Center business in-
cubator in Church Rock with 
state-certification, making it 
the first Native American 
state-certified business incuba-
tor in the state. 

The New Mexico Economic 
Development Department 
(NMEDD) will  invest $18,500 
toward the new business incu-
bator.  

The Navajo Tech Innovation 
Center includes 27,000 square 
feet for both the incubator facil-
ity and production space next 
door with a training room and 
arts center.

“I am proud of  the nearly five 
years of  work that has gone 
into developing the Navajo Tech 
Innovation Center which will 
mentor Navajo businesses as 
they move from the incubation 
facilities to their own space, 
creating jobs and new wealth in 
the Navajo Nation,” Barela 
said.

The Innovation Center cur-
rently is serving 27 client busi-
nesses.

Certification will enable clos-
er collaboration and exchange 
of  resources with the state as 
well as the Navajo Nation, an 
NMEDD release stated. The Na-
vajo Technical University 
(NTU) submitted the certifica-
tion application and is manag-
ing the incubator. NMEDD as-
sisted with the certification 
process.

Studies have shown incubat-
ed businesses have a survival 
rate of  87 percent while only 44 
percent of  small businesses 
that work in isolation survive. 
Incubator-based enterprises 
are also more attractive to pro-
spective investors.

The incubator certification 
process and requirements pro-
vide “best practice” standards 
to ensure the sustainability of  
the incubator. 

The new Navajo Tech Innova-
tion Center brings the total to 

six active certified incubators 
in New Mexico.

 Comcast opens 
Albuquerque 
bi-lingual center

Tuesday, Dec. 8, Comcast 
celebrated the grand opening 
of  the Albuquerque bilingual 
customer support center with 
a ribbon cutting ceremony.

The state-of-the-art 47,000 
square-foot facility has the ca-
pacity to seat approximately 
450 agents. 

Comcast has been hiring for 
the new positions and provid-
ing comprehensive training to 
team members for nearly a 
year. With the addition of  the 
call center, Comcast has more 
than 650 employees across the 
state and expects to have 850 
by early next year. 

The new call center will pro-
vide customer support for 
Comcast residential products 
and services, handling calls 
primarily from Spanish-speak-
ing customers across the 
country, as well as calls in 
English. 

“I’m pleased that Comcast 
made the business decision to 
invest in New Mexico and cre-
ate 450 new jobs in the pro-
cess,” said Gov. Susana Marti-
nez. “Comcast’s decision to 
locate this facility in Albu-
querque underscores the fact 
that New Mexico has the tal-
ented workforce and resourc-
es to fuel business growth.” 

various fitness levels.”
Headley said the new location 

will also include a hydro-massage 
lounge bed, along with massage 
chairs, tanning rooms, a total 
body enhancement room and 
men’s and women’s locker rooms.

The new Planet Fitness location 
will be “fully staffed at all times, to 
include a designated gym trainer, 
front-desk staff  and cleaning 
crew,” Headley said.

For more information, call 522-
7867 and visit http://www.planet-
f i tness . com/gyms/las -cruces -
nm-618.
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BILL ALLEN

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Royal Oak Chamber of Commerce, 
2006-10: executive director
Colliers International Insite 
Commercial Group, 2004-06: vice 
president-accelerated sales; director of 
operations
Xerox Corp. 1993-2004: business 
development manager; sales operations 
manager; operations controller
Mercer, 1986-93: controller

EDUCATION
MBA, Richard DeVos School of Business, 
Northwood University, Midland, Mich.
BBA, Northwood University; baseball 
team pitcher four years

HONORS
Russell J. “Rusty” Hammer Award, 
Western Association of Chamber 
Executives, 2014
Organizations
New Mexico Chamber Executives 
Association executive board 2012-15; 
2015 president
Statewide Adult Education Advisory 
Council, NM Higher Education Adult 
Basic Education Division, 2014-15
Executive Council, Gage New Mexico, 
2013-15
Board of Directors: The Bridge of 
Southern New Mexico, Mesilla Valley 
Economic Development Alliance

FAMILY
Wife: Stacie Children: Ethan, 12; Emma, 
10; Parker, 3; Jaxon, 20 months

the state.
In December, they visited 

with Lorenzo Alba Jr. of Casa de 
Peregrinos food pantry and met 
with Jardin de los Ninos execu-
tive director Audrey Hartley to 
learn of about local nonprofits 
that address the needs of the 
homeless and economically dis-
advantaged.

“It’s a nice perspective, espe-
cially this time of year,” Allen 
said. “They were given informa-
tion on how people can help, es-
pecially if  they’re under 18.”

Allen said the Junior Leader-
ship functions like Leadership 
Las Cruces in that participants 
set up their own informa-
tion-gathering visits and are re-
sponsible for photographing 
and writing about their experi-
ences for the Chamber’s publi-
cation The Bottom Line.

Jobs, jobs, jobs
Another initiative the cham-

ber undertook under Allen’s 
leadership was Skill-Ready 
Doña Ana, a workforce project 
funded with an $80,000 grant in 
2013. The program helps em-
ployers connect with the people 
who have the baseline skills to 
be successful employees. It does 
this by promoting skills mea-
surement that has a demon-
strated ability to predict employ-
ee success.

Skill-Ready Doña Ana pro-
vides prospective employees 
with a means to assess their 
skills and then take action to 
add skills in which they may be 
deficient.

“It’s harder to recruit new 
businesses if  we don’t have peo-
ple to do the jobs,” Allen said.

On the other hand, creating a 
future for skilled and educated 
young people that will keep 
them from moving away to pur-
sue their careers also is a chal-
lenge, he said.

New graduates need more 
than an entry-level job to hold 
them here, Allen said.

“There’s got to be a career 
path that’s clear to those folks - 
what am I going to be doing 
when I’m 35, 45. It’s important 
for us to help smaller businesses 
and  those that need particular 
skill sets,” he said.

If  the jobs exist and are visi-
ble to young workers, they can 
seek the skills they will need 
to grow their careers in the 

Mesilla Valley, he said. 

Trends to celebrate
Allen said the Chamber is 

working with the medical com-
munity and other groups to 
launch a new initiative that 
should spur growth and job cre-
ation.

“People down here are very 
willing to drop the ‘give me the 
credit’ mode and work together 
for the community,” he said. 
“That speaks so well for this 
area.”

He said although the Cham-
ber initiated a political action 
committee (PAC) - Create Jobs 
Doña Ana in 2015 - that endorsed 
another candidate, Mayor Ken 
Miyagishima reached out the 
Chamber following the election 
to discuss ways to grow the 
economy and create jobs.

In addition, he said, City Man-
ager Robert Garza is addressing 
permitting and inspection is-
sues that some businesses have 
raised.

“I think there are encourag-
ing signs,” Allen said.

He said although candidates 
endorsed by the Chamber did 
not win their local elections, the 

margin of  difference in two 
council races shrank this year.

“As controversial as it is, I be-
lieve putting a PAC together and 
getting more involved in politics 
will have a positive long-term 
outcome,” Allen said. “I think 
our process is really good, 
though it could be tweaked.

“We need to stay above the 
negative stuff. That will not 
change, whether it’s an issue or 
a candidate.”

Community moves forward
Allen said he came to Las Cru-

ces in 2010 when his research 
revealed that in addition to 
being the second largest city in 
New Mexico, Las Cruces also 
was part of a growing border 
region and had military facili-
ties nearly.

“There were a lot more oppor-
tunities to do fun work,” he said.

The fun work has led to the 
Chamber’s achieving a 90 plus 
percent retention rate, which 
Allen said beats the average of  
mid 80s; collaborating with or-
ganizations such as the Border 
Industrial Association and the 
Borderplex Alliance, including 
assisting new businesses with 
their permitting and inspection 
processes; advocating for White 
Sands Missile Range; engaging 
in a capital campaign for the 
Chamber’s new building.

“I think the Chamber is very 
well positioned for the future,” 
Allen said. We reviewed our 
three-year plan in the past cou-
ple months and we have com-
pleted or are in the process of  
completing over half the items.

He said leaving will be very 
difficult “because of all the great 
relationships we’ve been able to 
build.”

“The opportunity in Midland 
was something I couldn’t not 
take a look at,” he said. “I like 
the idea of a combined chamber 
and economic development of-
fice.”

He called the city of Midland 
fantastic, noting it is world head-
quarters for both Dow Corning 
and the Dow Chemical Co.

“They have amenities most 
smaller cities don’t have,” he 
said.

Allen said he is looking for-
ward to partnering with the 
major corporations and helping 
develop is Midland’s Smart 
Zone, composed of former in-
dustrial properties that are 
ready to be repurposed. 
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Bulletin report

WestStar Bank, founded in El 
Paso, this month marks its sec-
ond anniversary as a Las Cruces 
community bank serving pri-
marily business clients.

Las Cruces Market President 
Mike Cheney said he’s proud of  
the success of the bank and looks 
forward to continuing to add 
value for its customers. The rep-
utation of WestStar Bank has 
expanded in the community in 
the past two years, he said.

“You must be both a successful 
banker and a successful bank,” 
he said. “Our staff is top-notch 
and represents us well.”

Cheney said the bank focuses 
on businesses and business own-
ers, doing a lot of construction 
lending and working with manu-
facturers and professionals.

“We’re very fortunate to have 
grown to the point where we are 
adding some staff,” Cheney said 
of the Las Cruces market.

He said WestStar will soon hire 
a new commercial lender “to 
help us continue to do what we 
do and help us meet demand.”

In the competitive banking en-
vironment, Cheney said he has a 
secret weapon: his staff of eight.

“I’ve got these folks and no one 
else does,” he said.

He said many of WestStar’s 
customers do business in both El 
Paso and Las Cruces and the 
bank can make connections for 
them in both markets.

“One way we can add value is 
to connect them with people of  
influence they may want to do 
business with. We can make 
those connections. We under-
stand the business climate down 
there,” Cheney said

He described WestStar as a 
community bank that offers a 
broad spectrum of business and 
personal banking services and 
listens to what the community 
needs.

“I like the community banking 
aspect of banking,” he said. “We 
get to sit across from someone 
and get to know what their needs 
are.”

He said WestStar’s two great-
est strengths are its confidential-
ity and its speed.

“Customers are not in busi-

ness to visit banks,” he said. 
WestStar provides quick re-

sponses and “structures things 
that make sense.”

He said although Las Cruces 
has been slow to recover from 
the Great Recession, he believes 
the community is seeing the be-
ginning of an influx of new resi-
dents who have sold their homes 
in places such as California and 
Canada and are relocating to the 
City of the Crosses.

Burrell College also is driving 
demand for housing, he added.

“Construction needs to return 
to its former level for the local 
economy to be fully vibrant,” he 
said.

As occupancy gradually in-
creases, apartment complexes 
are under construction, he said. 

“Occupancy rates are running 
over 90 percent,” Cheney said.

Commercial expansion also is 
under way, he said, particularly 
in the logistics sector and the 
boom in southern Doña Ana 
County.

“We are looking to see a domi-
no effect from that,” he said.

Cheney said he expects online 
and bricks and mortar banking 
to co-exist for the foreseeable fu-
ture, since they offer choices for 
both business and personal 
banking customers.

Community commitment is a 
tradition of WestStar Bank, said 
Cheney who is chairman of the 
New Mexico State University 
Board of Regents.

Cheney has served as  chair-
man of the annual United Way 
Campaign for San Juan County, 
on the NMSU College of Busi-
ness Advisory Council, member 
of the Board of Directors of the 
Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  
Commerce. He has volunteered 
with the Community Foundation 
of Southern New Mexico, and 
Boys and Girls Club and many 
more organizations.

BULLETIN PHOTO BY ALTA LECOMPTE
Minerva Moralez, senior personal 
banker, and Mike Cheney, market 
president at WestStar Bank, 555 
Telshor Blvd., Suite 100 A

WestStar Bank 
marks Las Cruces 
anniversary
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Bulletin report
NM State football’s Larry 

Rose III was selected to the 
Associated Press All-Amer-
ica Third Team, the associa-
tion announced. He was the 
only Sun Belt Conference 
student-athlete chosen for 
this prestigious honor. 

Rose III is the seventh 
Aggie to be named to an 

Associated Press All-Amer-
ica team and the first since 
Karl Dean in 1974 and 1975. 
Dean was also selected to 
the Third Team.

Two running backs were 
chosen for each of  the three 
teams. Rose III joins sopho-
more Royce Freeman from 
Oregon on the Third Team. 
This award comes after 

Rose III was named the Sun 
Belt Conference Offensive 
Student-Athlete of  the Year 
and placed on the All-Sun 
Belt First Team last week. 

Rose III led the confer-
ence with 1,651 rushing 
yards and had 14 touch-
downs on 240 carries. He is 
the first back-to-back 1,000-
yard rusher for the Aggies 

since Denvis Manns (1995-
98). The sophomore broke 
the all-time single season 
rushing record for NM State 
with his 191 yards against 
UL-Lafayette during week 
10 of  the season. He finished 
the year ranked No. 6 in the 
all-time single season rush-

ROSE 

BULLETIN PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER BELARDE
New Mexico State University guard Matt Taylor is fouled as he splits the Wyoming defense on 
his way to the hoop Sunday, Dec. 13, in the Pan American Center. Taylor finished the night 
with 7 points as the Aggies fell to the Cowboys, 62-59. To see more photos from the night, 
turn to page A28. 

Bulletin report 

The New Mexico State University 
women’s basketball team can do some-
thing no Aggies squad has done in two 
decades: win a third-straight game 
against in-state rival the University of  
New Mexico.

The Aggies and Lobos square off  at 2 
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 20 in Albuquerque. 
NMSU is in search of  a season sweep 
against the Lobos and its third-straight 
win in the series dating back to last 
season.

The last time NM State swept New 
Mexico in a season was in 1995-96. The 
last time NM State reeled off  three-
straight wins against the Lobos 
spanned from the 1984-85 season to the 
1995-96 season, a 16-game win-
ning-streak for NM State. 

The Aggies beat the Lobos 78-59 at 
home on Nov. 17.

Four NMSU players are averaging 
double-digit scoring.

Senior guard Sasha Weber sets the 
pace with 12.4 ppg. Forward Brianna 
Freeman averages 11.9 ppg while 
guards Tamera William and Brooke 
Salas pour in 10.7 and 10.2 points per 
game respectively. 

Freeman leads the team on the 
boards with an average of  7.6 rebounds 
per outing and also has a team-high 
.545 percentage from the floor.

Khadijah Shumpert is pacing UNM 

Bulletin report

Seven student-athletes 
– including a former Las 
Cruces High Bulldawg – 
have signed to play for the 
New Mexico State Univer-
sity football team. Head 
coach Doug Martin re-
ports  Junior college 
transfers Johnathan 
Boone, Jaleel Scott, Josh 
Aganon and Conner Cra-
mer, as well as high school 
student-athletes Isaiah 
McIntyre, Jared Phipps 
and Austin Shaw will join 
the Aggies for the spring 
semester.

“We couldn’t be more 
excited to have these 
young men join the Aggie 
football family at mid se-
mester,” Martin said. “All 
are outstanding young 
men and students, and 
their impact on the field 
will be felt immediately. 
Having them here for the 
spring semester and 
spring football practice is 
huge for us and addresses 
some of  our most imme-
diate needs in the 2016 re-
cruiting class.”

McIntyre is a 5-11, 175-
pound wide receiver who 
was a standout prep foot-
ball player at Las Cruces 
High School. In 2013, he 
was selected All-District 
as both a wide receiver 
and a safety. McIntyre 
was also on the track 
team for the Las Cruces 
High School Bulldawgs, 
where he was the 5A State 
Champion in the high 
jump in 2014.

Boone is from Orlando, 
Fla. and attended Freedom 
High School before begin-
ning his college career at 

NM State 
football 
inks seven 
signees

Ag women 
eye history 
against Lobos

Rose tabbed as 3rd Team All American

SEE SIGNEE, PAGE A27

SEE WOMEN, PAGE A28

SEE ROSE, PAGE A27

Bulletin report

After suffering a sweep at the hands of  
in-state rival the University of  New Mexi-
co, New Mexico State University’s men’s 
basketball team has another rival in its 
sights.

The Aggies (5-5) are in the midst of  a 
three-game losing streak after they fell 

79-61 to the Lobos in Albuquerque Wednes-
day, Dec. 16. NMSU also fell at home Sun-
day, Dec. 13 when a rally fell short and 
Wyoming left Las Cruces with a 62-59 win.

Next up is a trip south across the state 
line to tangle with Texas-El Paso where 

Ags looks end to losing streak

SEE AGGIES, PAGE A28
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Laramie Tesillo is an 18-year-old senior at Mayfield High School. She plays point 
guard on the Lady Trojan’s basketball team. Tesillo is a humble, positive, encouraging, 
hard-working and ambitious young lady. She is an excellent student, with a 4.0 GPA. 
Aside from basketball, Tesillo is very involved in her academics, going to church with 
her grandparents and enjoys spending time with family and friends. She thanks her 
parents and coaches for pushing her to do her best every day and in all things.  

Isaac Vance is a 17-year-old junior at Mayfield High School. He played 
running back on the football team and rushed for 2,067 yards on 241 carries 
and scored 27 touchdowns. He also hauled in 17 passes for 338 yards and four 
touchdowns. On special teams he had 13 kickoff returns for 368 yards. On defense 
he recorded 17 solo tackles and six assisted tackles. He also plays point guard on 
the Trojans basketball team and centerfield for the baseball team. Vance is an 
outstanding leader with a great work ethic who is always positive and leads by 
example. He is involved in Fellowship of Christian Athletes and enjoys watching 
sports and being around friends and family.

of the WEEK
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On the golf course, the game is 
played in such a way that, 
whether we realize it or not, we 
are required to make decisions 
and choices at every point in our 
round. The greater the stakes or 
prize, the bigger the decision 
seems to be. 

Throughout the hours of our 
golf round, we decide what club 
to hit, where to aim, what line to 
start our putts, how much speed 
to hit them and many more 
choices we must make with 
clubs, direction, distance, type of  
shot and much more. We even 
need to choose the nature of our 
attitude and thought processes 
for a particular round. 

We may feel those choices hap-
pen by default, and sometimes 
they do, especially when we let 
our mind lapse into a state of  
“autopilot.”  Sometimes we zone-
out, both in golf and maybe in 
life, not thinking and grasping 
that we have several options for 
the decision we face, while fail-

ing to understand the reality of  
the situation at hand. 

Let me offer an example on the 
positive side.

Some folks might remember 
the final round of the 2012 PGA 
Zurich Classic in New Orleans 
when tournament co-leader, 
with eight holes to play, Jason 
Dufner hit his ball into a lateral 
water hazard. The ball was 
perched on a muddy bank, part-
ly in shallow water, but still hi-
table. 

But there was the matter of a 
rather formidable alligator lurk-
ing in the water near the bank 
less than ten feet away. CBS 
color man Gary McCord, talking 
to the viewer audience, urged 
Dufner to go for broke and step 
in the water and hit the ball out 
of the muck, despite the alliga-
tor. Dufner, not having won in 
164 previous PGA tournament 
appearances, decided to take a 
penalty drop out of the hazard, 
played his third shot to the 

green, and then proceeded to 
sink a 40-foot putt to save par. 

That’s golf. 
After 72 holes, Dufner was tied 

with veteran Ernie Els and went 
to a playoff. Dufner made birdie 
on the second playoff hole. This 
was all witnessed by Dufner’s fi-
ancée, the lovely Amanda Boyd, 
and they were married a week 
later.

When it comes to important 
decisions,I sometimes think back 
to the movie “Indiana Jones and 
the Temple of Doom,” where 
Jones and his adversary finally 
find themselves inside the tem-
ple and come face-to-face with 
the centuries-aged Sir Arthur 
beside a table filled with differ-
ent chalices, all of which might 
be the Holy Grail, and might 

hold the magic elixir of everlast-
ing life.  

Jones’ treacherous enemy 
picked the most ostentatious and 
bejeweled challis, drank from it, 
and was instantly vaporized.  
Whereupon Sir Arthur, un-
moved, uttered, “he chose poor-
ly.” When I make the wrong 
choice in putting or in shot selec-
tion, I myself am known to utter, 
“I chose poorly.” In Jason Duf-
ner’s case, he chose wisely. 

Professional golf tournaments 
are won and lost by decision 
making. Zach Johnson decided 
to lay up on all the par fives  in 
the 2007 Masters; he birdied 11 
out of 16 of them for the week 
and won by two shots. He simply 
decided to not make any long 
mistakes and let his putter do 
the work. Contrast Dufner’s and 
Johnson’s decisions to the deci-
sion Jean van de Velde made on 
the 72nd hole, leading by three 
shots, of the 1999 British Open at 
St. Andrews. He proceeded to 

make a succession of bad deci-
sions, compounded by a series of  
bad shots. Have you ever done 
that? Van de Veld’s play on that 
late afternoon has become a 
modern historic meltdown, los-
ing a major he had in the palm 
of his hand. What does all this 
mean to you and me? Golfers 
who are confident and unflappa-
ble tend to make the best deci-
sions under adverse and critical 
circumstances. Throughout the 
years I had always coached 
young,  skilled golfers to become 
acutely aware of their own cir-
cumstances and typical tenden-
cies, as well as their internal 
emotions and energy level when 
they are in serious competition.  
I believe you shouldn’t think 
while making the golf swing, but 
you sure better think and focus 
without getting distracted when 
attending to the myriad of condi-
tions and variables that need 
choices. 

That’s my final decision.

Charlie
Blanchard
Golf Doctor

Decisions, decisions: How golfing decision-making can make or break you

Ellsworth Community 
College in Ellsworth, Iowa. 
The 6-3, 190-pound wide re-
ceiver was selected to the 
All-ICCAC First Team in 
the fall of 2015 after amass-
ing 774 receiving yards on 
45 receptions. Overall, 
Boone racked up 1,007 
all-purpose yards and 
seven touchdowns. 

Scott also attended Ells-
worth Community Col-
lege. The Rock Hill, South 
Carolina native played for 
Rock Hill High School 

prior to moving to Ells-
worth, Iowa. Scott, a 6-6, 
212-pound wide receiver, 
was named to the All-IC-
CAC First Team in the fall 
of  2015. Scott garnered 
668 receiving yards and 
nine touchdowns on 45 re-
ceptions. 

Aganon, a Scottsdale, 
Ariz. native, played at 
Chaparral High School 
before attending Mesa 
Community College in 
Mesa, Ariz. At 5-10, 180 
pounds, he earned Sec-

ond Team All-ACCAC as 
a wide receiver after scor-
ing seven touchdowns 
and collecting 633 receiv-
ing yards on 62 recep-
tions. 

Cramer played at Alma 
Bryant High School in 
Mobile, Ala. prior to at-
tending New Mexico Mili-
tary Institute in Roswell. 
The 6-2, 195-pound quar-
terback was a two-time 
WSFL Offensive Player of  
the Week and was then 
selected to the All-WSFL 
First Team in the fall of  
2015. Cramer averaged 

268.2 passing yards per 
game and completed 26 
touchdown passes and 
only nine interceptions.  

Phipps, a 5-9, 165-pound 
cornerback from Arling-
ton, Texas played at Mar-

tin High School. He was a 
Second Team All-State 
Texas 6A Kick Returner 
and a First Team All-Dis-
trict 4-Texas 6A Corner 
Back in 2014.

Shaw is a cornerback 

out of  Frisco High School 
in Frisco, Texas.  He is 6-0 
and 170 pounds  In 2014, 
Shaw was a First Team 
All-District 9-5A Texas 
Corner Back. 

ing records for the Sun 
Belt Conference. 

The Fairfield, Texas na-
tive had three 200-yard 
rushing games and seven 
100-yard rushing games. 
Rose III racked up a ca-
reer-high 260 rushing 
yards over New Mexico, 
but the highlight of  his 
season was a 212-yard, 
four touchdown rushing 
performance against 

Idaho on Oct. 31. He scored 
two touchdowns in the 
final 3:56 of  the game to 
force overtime and then 
added one touchdown in 
overtime to lift the Aggies 
to victory. 

In addition to his rush-
ing yards, Rose III ranked 
first in the conference in 
all-purpose yards with 
1,934. He racked up four 
200-yard all-purpose 

games and nine 100-yard 
all-purpose games. Fol-
lowing spectacular perfor-
mances against Idaho and 
Texas State, Rose III 
earned back-to-back SBC 
Offensive Student-Athlete 
of  the Week awards. 

Rose III also had 283 re-
ceiving yards and two 
touchdowns on 30 recep-
tions. This included a 
flat-pattern pass, which he 
took 77-yards to the end 
zone at Texas State.
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NMSU will try to right its ship. The Ag-
gies topped UTEP 73-59 at home on Dec. 
2.

A sweep of  the Miners (6-3) would be 
an early Christmas present for the Ag-
gies as they face a tough slate of  games. 
NMSU takes on Oral Roberts at home on 
Monday, Dec. 21 and then travel to Bay-
lor on Dec. 23 and Wichita State on Dec. 
28.

Against the Lobos, sophomore for-
ward Pascal Siakam dropped in 21 points 
but was held to just four rebounds and a 
blocked shot.

 NM State played without junior cap-
tain Ian Baker after the 10-minute mark 
in the first half. The Aggie point guard 
was wiped out on a screen at half  court. 
He was on the floor for eight minutes 
before walking to the bench. He did not 
return to the game.

 “This was a disappointing loss,” said 
NM State head coach Marvin Menzies. 
“We struggled at the foul line and just 
didn’t take advantage of  some of  the op-
portunities we had.”

 To compound the loss of  Baker, the 
Aggies also got into foul trouble. While 
NM State did not have a player foul out, 
it caused personnel problems in the sec-
ond half.

 “Between the injury and then getting 
into foul trouble we had to play some 
guys who hadn’t had a lot of  time this 
year,” said Menzies. “It’s unfortunate 
that it came at The Pit, but hopefully we 
can learn from it.”

 While the Lobos built an 11-point first 
half  lead, the Aggies made a run just 
before the half  and trimmed it to a 38-32 
contest after sophomore Tanveer Bhul-

lar converted a layup and free throw into 
a traditional 3-point play.

 But the Lobos came out with a 6-0 run 
to start the half  as Siakam picked up two 
quick fouls to have four in the contest. 
The Aggies played from behind the rest 
of  the contest.

 NM State shot 45.3 percent from the 
floor for the game, hitting 24-of-53 shots, 
while the Lobos connected on 30-of-63 
from the field, 47.6 percent. But it was 
the second half  that was the difference 
as UNM hit 56 percent, while the Aggies 
hit 38 percent.

 “It was a tale of  two halves,” said Men-
zies. “We shot well in the first half  to stay 
in it, but you have to hand it to UNM. 
They played very well offensively in the 
second half.”

 Free throws also doomed NM State in 
the contest. The Aggies struggled at the 
charity stripe hitting only 13-of-29 at-
tempts, 44.8 percent.

 The Lobos hit 7-of-20 from the 3-point 
arc, while NM State went 0-for-7 from 
long distance.

 And for just the second time this sea-
son, the Aggies were out rebounded by 
an opponent, as the Lobos grabbed 40 
boards to the Aggies 28. UNM has been 
the only team to out rebound NM State 
this season.

 For the second time this season 
Bhullar equaled his career highs in 
scoring and rebounding, as he just 
missed a double-double with nine 
points and nine rebounds. Jalyn Pen-
nie recorded a career-high with three 
blocked shots.

 The Aggies don’t have long to recover 
from the loss as they face the second 
game of  the I-10 Rivalry on Saturday 
against UTEP. Tipoff  at the Don Haskins 
Center is 7 p.m.
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Aggies come up short on Star Wars night

Dressed as a Bounty Hunter 
from Star Wars, Centennial 
High School Teacher, Darin 
Cabot, competes during the 
halftime relay. 

Obi-Wan Kenobi attempts to defeat Darth Vader during a 
halftime light-saber battle.

Jonathan Barnes fails to 
block NMSU Forward, Pas-
cal Siakam, from driving to 
the basket.

BULLETIN PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER BELARDE
NMSU forward Pascal Siakam fights with Wyoming’s Josh 
Adams to maintain possession of the ball.

with 14.1 points per game and shooting 
.550 from the floor to go with her team-
best 6.9 rebounds average.  

The 6-foot forward has recorded 20-
point games in three of  her last four 
and averaged 18.2 points during that 
stretch. 

Cherise Beynon is the only other 
Lobo to average double-figures, check-
ing in at 10.4 points per game. 

The sophomore guard leads the team 
with 13 three-pointers, 35 assists and 
20 steals. 

Previous home game
Despite a scare in the first quarter, 

NM State pulled away from Eastern 
New Mexico down the stretch on Mon-
day, Dec. 14 thanks to Tyesha Taylor’s 
career-high 15 points to give the Aggies 

a 76-61 win. The redshirt freshman was 
5-of-13 from the field, but made 5-of-6 
free-throws during NM State’s run to 
hold the Greyhounds at bay. 

NM State held advantages in a hand-
ful of  scoring categories on the night, 
including a 32-8 edge in the paint. The 
Aggies were able to convert 25 ENMU 
turnovers for 28 points and had a 26-11 
advantage in second-chance points 
thanks to their 24 offensive boards. The 
NM State bench also flexed its offensive 
muscles, outscoring the Eastern New 
Mexico bench 46-26.

Trakh-ing in the wins
The victory against Eastern New 

Mexico gave head coach Mark Trakh 
his 350th career win at as a head coach. 
Trakh, in his fifth year with NMSU, 
previously served as the head coach at 
the University of  Southern California 
and at Pepperdine.
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Jane Moorman
For the Bulletin 

Dan E. Arvizu has trav-
eled an amazing career 
path since he first walked 
onto New Mexico State Uni-
versity’s campus in 1968. 

He is one of the world’s 
leading experts in the fields 
of renewable and sustain-
able energy and one of the 
top 20 Hispanic scientists 
and engineers in America.

NMSU honored that path 
during the 2015 fall com-
mencement on Saturday, 
Dec. 12, by presenting 
Arvizu with an honorary 
doctorate. 

“When I came to New 
Mexico State, the extent of  
my plans was to study engi-
neering at its excellent engi-
neering school,” said the 
Alamogordo High School 
graduate. 

As the first member of  
his immigrant family to at-
tend college, Arvizu began 
a journey that has taken 
him to all parts of the world. 

He shared some of the 
discoveries he has made 
during that journey with 
the doctoral graduates 

during a 
h o o d i n g 
ceremony 
F r i d a y 
e v e n i n g 
on cam-
pus.

He talk-
ed about 

the ingredients for success, 
such as preparation, per-
sistence, partnership and 
passion in the thing that a 
person does.

Arvizu’s retirement on 
Nov. 30 marked the conclu-
sion of his career associat-
ed with research laborato-
ries. For the last 10 years, 
Arvizu has been the direc-
tor and chief executive offi-
cer of the U.S. Department 
of  Energy’s National Re-
newable Energy Laborato-
ry in Golden, Colorado. 

Arvizu also served as ex-
ecutive vice president with 

MRIGlobal, an independent 
not-for-profit laboratory 
that has conducted scientif-
ic research for government 
and industry since 1944. Its 
programs span the areas of  
national security and de-
fense, life sciences, energy, 
engineering and agricul-
ture and food safety. 

“My interest in science 
was sparked in fifth grade 
and grew throughout high 
school,” he said.

He attributes that nurtur-
ing of his scientific curiosi-
ty to federal funding provid-
ed to Alamogordo School 
District in support of Hollo-
man Air Force Base chil-
dren attending the public 
schools.

“I got my first exposure 
to NMSU during my calcu-
lus class in 12th grade,” he 
said. “Our teacher was an 
NMSU professor.”

A gifted trumpet player 
and his high school band’s 
president, Arvizu received 
a music scholarship to 

NMSU. While studying en-
gineering, he played in the 
marching band, symphony 
and pep band.

As with most students, 
college was all about dis-
covery for Arvizu.

“One of my first discov-
eries was what opportuni-
ties an education really un-
locks,” he said. 

“By my sophomore year, 
I had already discovered 
the bigger world. I had gone 
from the small town of Al-
amogordo to Las Cruces 
and then to Dallas to work 
with Texas Instruments as 
a co-op student, alternating 
semesters between NMSU 
and Texas Instruments. 

“It was a marvelous op-
portunity that gave me real-
ly good exposure to what 
the engineering profession 
was all about,” he said. “It’s 
been quite a ride ever since

I’ve been at it for 40 
years.”

After graduating from 
NMSU in 1973, Arvizu 

began his career at AT&T 
Bell Laboratories. 

“While at Bell Labs, I was 
doing some revolutionary 
work on what we call con-
vective cooling for the first 
solid-state systems that Bell 
Labs was designing,” he 
said. “This was about the 
cooling of electronic equip-
ment, which today is still a 
very important topic.”

During that time, he re-
turned to school to com-
plete his master’s and doc-
toral degrees at Stanford 
University. His emphasis 
was in heat transfer and 
fluid flow.

“Education is really 
about learning how to 
learn,” he said. “Advanced 
degrees are really about de-
veloping the critical think-
ing skills that are necessary 
to really navigate in this in-
creasingly complex world 
we live in.”

Arvizu’s scientific inqui-
ries shifted to solar power 
after the Department of En-

ergy, a new agency under 
President Jimmy Carter’s 
administration, began re-
search on solar energy.

“I was a pioneer. No one 
else was doing that kind of  
work,” he said. “I get a tre-
mendous satisfaction in 
how technology has pro-
gressed and that I’ve had 
some small part in making 
those breakthroughs occur.” 

Along the way, he has 
served two six-year terms 
on the National Science 
Board, the governing board 
of  the National Science 
Foundation, to which he 
was appointed by President 
George W. Bush in 2004 and 
President Barack Obama in 
2010. 

Arvizu is a strong sup-
porter of STEM – science, 
technology, engineering 
and math – education. 

“One of  my passions is 
STEM education in gener-
al,” he said. “The skill level 

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN NEWS  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2015  |    A29

Science, engineering lead NMSU grad around the world

ARVIZU

SEE GRAD, PAGE A31
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Pilgrims climbed Tortugas “A” 
Mountain Friday, Dec. 11, one 
of the main events of the Fies-
ta of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a 
three-day gathering and cele-
bration held by the Los Indi-
genes de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe. The event coin-
cides with a Roman Catholic 

feasts that honors the Virgin 
of Guadalupe, an appearance 
of the Virgin Mary to a peas-
ant named Juan Diego in 
Mexico in the 1500s. An altar 
was built at the top of the 
mountain where candles were 
placed and Bishop Oscar 
Cantú conducted Mass. 

Pilgrims climb “A” Mountain
COURTESY PHOTOS BY FRANK OCHO-GONZALES
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CHRISTINE DIANE 
(CRANDALL) MITCH-
ELL, age 73, formerly of  
Racine, WI, passed away 
December 6, 2015, at La 
Posada Mesilla Valley 
Hospice.   She was born 
September 8, 1942 in La-
dysmith, Wisconsin to 
Willis G. and Frances 
Roberts Crandall. She 
grew up in Spooner, WI 
and graduated from 
Spooner High School in 
1960 and attended Eau 
Claire Vocational College 
in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

In 1966 she married Eu-
gene Clarence Mitchell 
“Mitch”, to whom she was 
married until his death in 
2007. 

Final arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of  Baca’s Funer-
al Chapels of  Las Cruces 
and Sunset Crematory, 
300 East Boutz Road. For 
online condolences logon 
to www.bacasfuneralcha-
pelslascruces.com 

Our dear beloved moth-
er, grandmother, and 
friend, MARCELINA 
CAMPOS POLANCO, age 
93, of  La Mesa passed 
away Saturday, Novem-
ber 28, 2015 at her home 
surrounded by her loving 
family. She was born No-

vember 21, 1933 in 
Gosogachi, Chihuahua, 
Mexico to Froilan and 
Maria Luisa Garcia Cam-
pos. Marcelina was a very 
active person in the Me-
silla Valley where she 
served as a Board Mem-
ber for the Tierra Del 

Housing Development, 
worked as a cook and 
sewing instructor in the 
Centro Campesino in San 
Miguel, and was very in-
volved in politics.    

Service arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of  Baca’s Funer-

al Chapels of  Las Cruces 
and Sunset Crematory. 
527-2222 For online condo-
lences logon to www.ba-
casfuneralchapelslascru-
ces.com 

Our beloved father, 
grandfather, son, fiancé, 
brother and uncle, MI-
CHAEL PHILLIP LOPEZ, 
age 56, of  Las Cruces en-
tered eternal life on Mon-
day, November 16, 2015 at 
Memorial Medical Cen-
ter. He was born October 
19, 1959 in Long Beach, 
CA to Joseph D. and Flo-
rinda Asanador Lopez.  
Michael served his coun-
try honorably in the Unit-
ed States Army and 

worked as a construction 
laborer.

 Entrusted to Baca’s Fu-
neral Chapels of  Las Cru-
ces and Sunset Cremato-
ry, 527-2222 Your exclu-
sive providers for Veter-
ans and Family Memorial 
Care.” For online condo-
lences logon to www.ba-
casfuneralchapelslascru-
ces.com

PATRICIA ‘PATSY’ PA-
DILLA, age 72 of  Las Cru-
ces entered eternal life 
Friday, November 27, 2015 
at La Posada – Mesilla Val-
ley Hospice.  She was born 
September 26, 1943 in 
Santa Rita, NM to Patricio 
and Lucinda Jimenez Gar-
cia. Patsy attended West-
ern New Mexico Universi-
ty and NMSU, where she 
obtained a degree in Busi-
ness and Education.  She 
retired from the Las Cru-

ces Public School System 
as a school teacher at 
Lynn Middle School.  

Arrangements entrust-
ed to the care of  Baca’s 
Funeral Chapels and Sun-
set Crematory, 300 E. 
Boutz Road, Las Cruces 
527-2222.  For online con-
dolences logon to www.
bacasfuneralchapelslas-
cruces.com        

WILLIAM “BILL” R. 
DOUGLAS, passed away 
December 2, 2015 at Me-
morial Medical Center, 
Las Cruces, New Mexico.  

Bill was born Septem-
ber 5, 1936 in Denver, Col-
orado. He grew in Chey-
enne, Wyoming. Bill grad-
uated from Cheyenne 
High School in 1954. He 
went on to have a very 

successful carrier with 
Mountain Bell Telephone 
Company and retired in 
1985. 

I lieu of  flowers the 
family is requesting that 
donations be made to 
Warrior Canine Connec-
tion 23222 Georgia Ave-
nue, Brookeville, MD 
20833. In his memory. 

Entrusted to the care of  

Baca’s Funeral Chapels 
of  Las Cruces and Sunset 
Crematory, 300 E. Boutz 
Road Las Cruces, NM  
88005. 575-527-2222. For 
online condolences logon 
to www.bacasfuneralcha-
pelslascruces.com

The Las Cruces Bulletin will publish paid 
obituaries, which may include up to two 

photographs. Brief death notices are 
published at no charge. For more information, 

call 524-8061, or email 
obits@lascruces
bulletin.com.

Marcelina Campos Polanco
Novembe r 21, 1933 to Novembe r 28, 2015

Michael Phillip Lopez
Octobe r 19, 1959 to Novembe r 16, 2015Patricia Padilla

September 26, 1943 to November 27, 2015
Christine Diane 
Mitchell
September 8, 1942 to December 6, 2015

William R. Douglas
Septembe r 5, 1936 to Decembe r 2, 2015

of  the general workforce, 
in terms of  technical 
skills, is much more de-
manding than before.”

There is an ever-grow-
ing need for professionals 
who are in the STEM 
fields, he noted – especial-
ly underrepresented mi-
norities and women. 

“We’ve got work to do,” 
he said. “It starts at the el-
ementary school level. We 
need more focus on STEM 
subjects throughout the 

pipeline of  our training 
and education.”

Arvizu takes pride in his 
involvement in training 
another generation of  pro-
fessional scientists and en-
gineers while at NREL and 
now in retirement, as he 
becomes a visiting profes-
sor at Stanford University.

“The scientists who 
were inspired by the early 
years of  aerospace, like I 
was, are now retiring,” he 
said. “It has been exciting 

to have the younger gener-
ation join NREL with their 
enthusiasm, creativity and 
innovation.”

Arvizu’s life path is 
coming full circle as he 
heads back to Stanford 
University in January to 
teach energy transforma-
tion.

“I’m very pleased to get 
an opportunity to be on 
campus and work with 
graduate students,” he 
said. “They are really 
smart and enthusiastic. 
It’s going to be fun.”
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RIVERFEST 
Express your 
unique style.

$2.99
rto ch om!
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TV140
Many
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$2.99

    
  

HOLIDAYS
HOME

for the

carpet & flooring

    
  

*Discount applies to materials only; cushion, labor and installation charges are additional. Prior orders exempt. See store for details on all offers and war-
ranties. Offer expires 12/31/2015. Participating stores only. Unless otherwise stated, all prices are for MATERIALS only. Not all merchandise in all stores. 
Photos are representational only. Actual merchandise may not exactly match photos shown. Although we make every effort to ensure that our advertising is 
accurate, we cannot be held liable for typographical errors or misprints. FAME-30906. 9/2013 **See store for details. Subject to credit approval.

1515 W. AMADOR
523-9595

MON. - FRI. 8 A.M. - 6 P.M. • SAT. 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.
WWW.CASEYCARPETOFLASCRUCES.COM

W. AMADOR
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EY
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N

Casey Carpet
(Just west of Valley Dr. 
on Amador)

FINANCING AVAILABLE**
The holidays are coming...and so is company! Bring 
beauty back into your home during our Home for 
the Holidays Sale. Call or click for a free estimate.

Gina Hoffman Schweinebraten
Vice President
Casey Carpet of Las Cruces, Inc.

Casey Carpet
O F  L A S  C R U C E S ,  I N C .

LAMINATE
6 colors
12 mm

Sq.
Ft.NOW

$2.49*

WHISTLER

TRENDSETTER

LIFESTYLES

Multi-Color

Luminous Multi-color

Luxury Vinyl Planks

Sq.
Ft.NOW

$1.99*

Sq.
Ft.NOW

$1.79*

Sq.
Ft.NOW

$1.79*

EL DORADO
Texture

Sq.
Ft.NOW

$1.09*

HUGE inventory ready for 
immediate installation!

IN STOCK IN STOCK IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK
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Delia Garcia Tapia
March  2, 1945 to Decembe r 3, 2015

O n 
T h u r s -
day, De-
c e m b e r 
3, 2015 
our dear 
beloved 
w i f e , 

mother, grandmother, sis-
ter, aunt and friend, 
DELIA “DOLLY” GAR-
CIA TAPIA, age 70, of  Las 
Cruces entered eternal 
life at her home sur-
rounded by her loving 
family. “Dolly” as she was 
fondly known to family 
and friends was born 
March 2, 1945 in Laredo, 
Texas.  She retired as a 
cosmetologist and was a 
member of  the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Those left to mourn her 
passing include her hus-
band of  thirty-seven 
years, David Tapia of  the 
family home; two sons, 
Joey Estrada (Susie) of  
Coppell, Texas, Raymond 
Maese (Jeannette) of  Gil-
bert, Arizona; a daughter, 
Rachel Garay of  San Jose, 
California; two brothers, 
Art Granado of  Albu-
querque and Danny 
Granado of  Las Cruces; a 
sister, Delfina Granado 
also of  Las Cruces. Other 
survivors include eight 
grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren as 
well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 
Dolly was preceded in 
death by her maternal 

grandmother, Emilia 
Palacios and her aunt, 
Emilia Sanchez. 

Visitation for Mrs. 
Tapia was held on Mon-
day, December 7, 2015 in 
Baca’s Funeral Chapels 
300 E. Boutz Road where 
the Prayer Vigil followed. 
Family and Friends 
joined together to cele-
brate the Funeral Mass 
on Tuesday, December 8, 
2015 at 10 AM at St. Gene-
vieve Catholic Church, 
100 S. Espina Street with 
Reverend Rogelio Marti-
nez officiating. The Rite 
of  Committal and Inter-
ment will follow in Ma-
sonic Cemetery, 760 S. 
Compress Road where 
she will be laid to rest in 
the family plot.  

Serving as casket bear-
ers will be Raymond 
Maese, Nick Hernandez, 
Jeff  Segreto, Aaron 
Zamora, Juan Martin 
Garay, and Robert Estra-
da. 

The Tapia Family has 
entrusted their loved one 
to the care of  Baca’s Fu-
neral Chapels of  Las Cru-
ces. 527-2222. Your exclu-
sive providers for “Veter-
ans and Family Memorial 
Care.” For online condo-
lences logon to www.ba-
casfuneralchapelslascru-
ces.com 

EDWARD BRIGNONI, age 
54, of Las Cruces entered eter-
nal life on Saturday, Decem-
ber 5, 2015 at Mountain View 
Regional Medical Center sur-
rounded by his loving family. 
He was born March 13, 1961 in 
Houston, TX to Antonino Bri-
gnoni and Carmen Valenzue-
la. Edward was a welder by 
trade and a member of the 

Mission Lutheran Church.
 Entrusted to Baca’s Funer-

al Chapels of Las Cruces, 527-
2222 Your exclusive providers 
for “Veterans and Family Me-
morial Care.” For online con-
dolences logon to www.bacas-
funeralchapelslascruces.com

At age 97 LT COLO-
NEL DONALD TAY-
LOR USAF, Ret, slipped 
peacefully away to 
heaven on December 2, 
2015. 

Don was preceded by 
his cherished wife of  58 
years, Lois, and is sur-
vived by his son Wil 
and his daughters Dor-

othy and Susan-Fay 
(and grandchildren 
Peggy and Kathy and 
Kathy’s children). 

In lieu of  flowers, the 
family requests you 
make a donation to 
your favorite charity or 
to Mesilla Valley Hos-
pice, 299 Montana Ave, 
Las Cruces, NM 88005.

On Sunday, November 
22, 2015 our dear beloved 
wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister and friend, 
SARA ALVAREZ GARAY, 
age 79, of  Derry entered 
eternal life at her home 
surrounded by her loving 
family. 

Sara was born Febru-
ary 13, 1936 in Ciudad 
Juarez, Chihuahua, Mex-
ico to Miguel and Martina 
Bustillos Alvarez.  She 
was a homemaker and a 

member of  the Family 
Worship and Praise Cen-
ter.  

Service arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
the care of  Baca’s Funer-
al Chapels of  Las Cruces, 
300 E. Boutz Road 527-
2222. For online condo-
lences logon to www.ba-
casfuneralchapelslascru-
ces.com 

Donald Taylor 
Decembe r 2, 2015

Edward Brignoni 
March  13, 1961 to Decembe r 5, 2015

Sara Alvarez Garay
Febr uary 13, 1936 to Novembe r 22, 2015
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By Zak Hansen
Las Cruces Bulletin

At the Stahlbaum’s cozy family 
Christmas celebration, youngsters 
Clara and Fritz greet the arriving 
guests while their parents bestow toys 
on the visiting children.

Suddenly the mysterious Dr. Dross-
elmeyer appears, entertaining the tots 
with tricks and wind-up toys. His spe-
cial gift to Clara – a wooden nutcrack-
er – meets a quick an untimely fate at 
the hand of  jealous Fritz, who breaks 
it in a fit. 

Drosselmeyer repairs the doll, the 
party comes to a close and the children 
head off  to bed – until Clara is beset by 
giant mice, led by the Rat King, res-
cued by the valiant, life-sized Nut-
cracker. After the battle, Clara is 
whisked from the Land of  Snow across 
the Lemonade Sea to the Kingdom of  
Sweets, where they’re greeted by none 
other than the Sugar Plum Fairy with 
a grand ball in their honor. 

The Las Cruces Chamber Ballet, 
from its longtime home at Michele’s 
Dance Academy, presents the 32nd an-
nual production of  “The Nutcracker” 
ballet with three performances this 
weekend, Friday through Sunday, Dec. 
18-20 – just in time for the holidays. 

This year, Herr Drosselmeyer (Tra-
vis Manning) entertains guests again 
with his magic dolls, the Ballerina and 
the Sultan (Angelina and Ashleigh 
Randazzo, respectively). Clara (Shan-
non Downey) and Fritz (Miranda 
Romero) continue their sibling rivalry, 
and the Snow Queen (Jade Kelley) will 
deliver Clara and her new friend the 
Prince (David Paulson-Cahall) to the 
Land of  the Sweets, where the role of  
the Sugar Plum Fairy will be shared 
by Victoria Rel and guest artist Seattle 
Eberwine. 

While Las Cruces Chamber Ballet 
has been performing “The Nutcrack-
er” since 1983, each year producers 
strive to keep it fresh, and this year is 
no exception. 

Two years ago, in 2013 – the 30th an-
niversary production of  “The Nut-
cracker” and 35th of  Michele’s Dance 
Academy – Artistic Director Kevin 
Self  along with Ballet Mistress Char-
lene Manning and Assistant Ballet 
Mistress Laura Vehcione, overhauled 
the two-act ballet’s entire first half  – a 
massive and deeply involved 50-dancer 
piece.

This year, the production will fea-
ture new sets, new choreography, new 
costumes and new special effects, 

making it perfect for theatregoers 
young and old, whether they know the 
piece or not. 

Another treat this year will be a re-
turn appearance by Tiffany Hohle, 
pulling double duty as Mrs. Stahl-
baum and the Rat Queen. A former 
member of  Las Cruces Chamber Bal-
let, Hohle has returned to the Mesilla 
Valley after her dance career took her 
to Las Vegas and Japan, as well as a 
spot in the San Diego, Calif., group 
Culture Shock in its hip-hop adapta-
tion of  “The Nutcracker.” As the Rat 
Queen, Hohle will battle the Nut-
cracker (Jade Denninger) and her en-
tourage of  mice.

“The Nutcracker” ballet was origi-
nally choreographed by Marius Petipa 
and Lev Ivanov and scored by re-
nowned composer Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky (who also penned “Swan 
Lake” and “The Sleeping Beauty”) in 
the late 1800s. It was adapted from Ger-
man author E.T.A. Hoffman’s 1816 
“Nussnacker und Mausekönig,” or 
“The Nutcracker and the Mouse King.”

“The Nutcracker” was first per-
formed on Sunday, Dec. 18, 1892, in St. 
Petersburg … and was unsuccessful, 
save for its composer’s titular 20-min-
ute suite, inescapable for the month or 

so preceding Christmas even today, 
some 100 years later, filling depart-
ment store speakers and holiday 
soundtracks alike. 

In the latter half  of  the 20th century, 
the ballet’s popularity surged after 
George Balanchine, the “father of  the 
New York Ballet,” revived it in 1954. 
Since then its popularity has exploded, 
and today it holds its place as a peren-
nial holiday standard, performed each 
Christmastime by thousands of  danc-
ers in hundreds of  companies across 
North America and beyond. 

Performances of  the Las Cruces 
Chamber Ballet production of  “The 
Nutcracker” ballet are 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, Dec. 18-19, and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 20. Atkinson Recital Hall 
is located at 1075 N. Horseshoe Drive 
on the New Mexico State University 
campus. 

Tickets are $21 and are available at 
the Pan American Center box office in 
person or by calling 646-1420, or at 
www.ticketmaster.com. 

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call Michele’s Dance Academy 
at 527-1893 or visit www.micheles-
danceacademy.biz. 

Zak Hansen can be reached at zak@

Las Cruces Chamber Ballet presents ‘The Nutcracker’

By Mike Cook
Las Cruces Bulletin

The first ever Las Cruces International Film Festival 
(LCIFF) isn’t until March 2016, but tickets are already 
on sale, and only a limited number will be available.

There are three ticket packages for the festival, said 
LCIFF Executive Director Ross Marks: a student pass 
for $25 and an all-access film pass for $75, both of  
which provide access to all movies and workshops; and 
a VIP all-access pass, which also provides access to all 
films and workshops and to all private after-parties 
and a reception with veteran Hollywood actor Danny 
Trejo, who will be the festival’s special guest.

Marks said he expects 2,000 to 3,000 people to attend 
the festival, which will be held March 2-6, 2016, at Allen 
Theatres Cineport 10, Hotel Encanto and New Mexico 
State University. LCIFF is being sponsored and hosted 
by the NMSU College of  Arts and Sciences. He said the 
Las Cruces Convention and Visitors Bureau is also a 
major sponsor.

Films are already being submitted for the festival, 
Marks said. He expects submissions to include about 
24 independent films, 18 documentaries, 60 narrative 

shorts and 30 student shorts to be submitted by the 
Jan. 15, 2016 deadline. 

One of  the major highlights of  the festival will be the 
Shoot Las Cruces Pilot Contest, Marks said. Filmmak-

ers must submit a 60- to 90-second trailer 
for a television series pilot to be shot en-
tirely in Las Cruces. The winner will re-
ceive $30,000 in cash, goods and services, 
and will be flown to Los Angeles to meet 
with a major Hollywood production com-
pany to help sell the winning pilot to a 
distributor, which could be a network, 

cable company or video on demand, Marks said. The 
contest is based on a similar competition the Santa Fe 
Film Festival has held for the past two years. Both its 
winners “have gotten TV deals,” he said.

Trejo will be honored March 3 with the festival’s first 
Outstanding Achievement in Entertainment award. 
Trejo’s many films include the “Machete” series, based 
on the character he created for a fake trailer in Quen-
tin Tarantino’s “Grindhouse,” as well as his role in the 
“Spy Kids” series. Trejo is also well known for a recent 
Snickers candy bar commercial in which he portrays 

Marcia Brady. 
The festival will include a March 3 screening of  “Ma-

chete,” a 2010 feature film whose cast included Trejo, 
Steven Segal, Robert De Niro, Cheech Marin and Lind-
say Lohan. The screening will be attended by Trejo 
and the film’s screenwriter, Al Rodriguez, who will 
conduct a question-and-answer session afterward, 
Marks said. That will be followed by a VIP reception at 
the Hotel Encanto.

Las Cruces’ Tony-winning playwright and Os-
car-nominated screenwriter Mark Medoff  is on the 
festival’s advisory committee, and will conduct a festi-
val workshop and will be a film competition judge, 
Marks said. 

The LCIFF will also include Tune Up Las Cruces, a 
series of  workshops designed “to get Las Cruces and 
its residents trained to work in the film industry,” 
Marks said. A major goal of  the festival is “to create 
awareness of  Las Cruces as a viable film community.” 
It will include workshops on acting, casting and set 
readiness – the last for local businesses that want to 

Tickets on sale for Las Cruces International Film Festival

SEE FILM FESTIVAL, PAGE B3

TREJO
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work in the film industry 
in Las Cruces, he said. 

International Alliance 
of  Theatrical Stage Em-
ployees Local 480, which 
represents professional 
film technicians, will con-
duct workshops on joining 
film unions.

Marks said he is partic-
ularly grateful to Allen 
Theatres for its support of  
LCIFF. One of  the biggest 
struggles faced by film fes-
tivals is finding screening 
venues, which are often 
very costly or very spread 
out, he said. “We’ve got all 
of  our film screening at 
Cineport 10, (which) 
makes the festival easy to 
navigate.” 

Marks, an assistant pro-
fessor of  film at the NMSU 
Creative Media Institute 
who served as artistic di-
rector of  the White Sands 
Film Festival for three 
years, said he has attend-
ed 60 to 75 film festivals 
across the country. He 
first attended the Sun-
dance Film Festival in 
Park City, Utah, in 1994 as 
a recent film school grad-
uate. Marks returned to 
the festival to compete in 
1995 and again in 1997 for 
a screening of  “The Twi-
light of  the Golds,” a 
movie he directed for 
Showtime.

The Sundance Film Fes-
tival “transformed Park 
City as a major hub for 
films,” Marks said. He 
sees the same opportunity 
for the Las Cruces festival 
to “create an identity of  
what Sundance used to be 
20, 25 years ago, as a home 
for independent home-
makers.” Las Cruces, he 
said, could become “the 
Sundance of  the South-
west.”

Marks said there are 
probably 1,000 film festi-
vals throughout the U.S., 
and building attendance 
for LCIFF “is not going to 
happen overnight.”  But, 
by recruiting filmmakers 
whose works have won 
awards at other festivals 
to participate, “we will at-
tract an audience,” he 

said. Festival staff  are 
“being very proactive and 
aggressive in recruiting 
films that have done well 
at other festivals” for the 
LCIFF, which he said can 
make the Las Cruces festi-
val “an all-star collection 
of  filmmakers.”

There are also 22 NMSU 
students who are “reach-
ing out to independent 
filmmakers around the 
world to make them aware 
of  our film festival,” 
Marks said.

Honoring Trejo also will 
help attract an audience, 
as it provides “recognition 
for Hispanic actors, espe-
cially in our community,” 
Marks said. “He ties the 
festival into the communi-
ty of  Las Cruces so well. 
He is so recognizable and 
so celebrated internation-
ally, he brings attention to 
the festival just by being 
here.”

Marks is also a member 
of  the board of  directors 

of  the new Film Las Cru-
ces nonprofit that has a 
three-year agreement 
with the City of  Las Cru-
ces to hire a city film liai-
son and bring film and 
television production to 
Las Cruces.

 “We’ve got some tre-
mendous, tremendous 
support for film in Las 
Cruces,” he said. “Virtual-
ly every business, every 
media outlet, everybody 
that I’ve contacted (about 
LCIFF) has gotten in-
volved in a big way, which 
just shows the support is 
out there in the communi-
ty.” Las Cruces “really 
wants to see the film in-

dustry succeed, particu-
larly the business commu-
nity,” Marks said.

For more information, 
contact Marks at 646-7472 
or rossm@nmsu.edu. Visit, 
www.lciffest.com and 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
LCIFFest/.

For tickets, visit  www.
lciffest.com or www.
eventbrite.com/e/las-cru-
ces-international-film-fes-
tival-tickets-18417900436. 

You can submit a film 
for the competition at 
www.withoutabox.com/
03film/03t_fin/03t_fin_fes-
t_01over.php?festival_
id=14090 or by calling the 
LCIFF at 646-6149.

FILM FESTIVAL FROM PAGE B2

Film fest fans David Salcido, Ross Marks, Mark Medoff and 
Gill Sorg.

DOWNTOWN
It’s Reallyy

happening

SPONSORED 
BY:

ONGOING EVENTS:
• Downtown Art RAMBLE - 1st Friday of the Month 5-7pm
• Las Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market - Wed. and Sat. Morn.

FRI DECEMBER 18 • ALL MONTH Branigan Library
NO RHYTHM ROUNDUP IN DECEMBER

FRI DECEMBER 18 • ALL MONTH  Branigan Library
NO LIBRARY LAB IN DECEMBER

SAT DECEMBER 19 • 1:00 P.M.  Branigan Library
Team Anime ages12-18

FRI DECEMBER 19 • 7:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Hard Road Trio  New CD Release Concert with special guest King Ibu

SAT DECEMBER 20 • 6:00 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Las Cruces School of Dance Gift of the Magi     

MON DECEMBER 21 • 10:00 A.M. Branigan Library
The Polar Express 30th Anniversary Celebration

TUE DECEMBER 22 • 10:30 A.M.  Branigan Library
Read to Me-Storytime ages 1-3 

TUE DECEMBER 22 • 4:00 P.M.  Branigan Library
Teen Game Night-ages 12-18 (ONLY TUE this week) 

TUE DECEMBER 22 • 6:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Every other Tuesday:  Las Cruces Ukes

WED DECEMBER 23 • 10:00 A.M.  Branigan Library
Toddler Time-Storytime ages 3-5 

WED DECEMBER 23 • 11:00 A.M.  Branigan Library
Mother Goose Time-Activities for Infants 

THU+FRI DECEMBER 24+25 • ALL DAY  Branigan Library
LIBRARY CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

TUE JANUARY 5 • 6:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Every other Tuesday: Twisted Hams

SAT JANUARY 16 • 7:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Robert Mirabal – Native Flutist

UPCOMING EVENTS
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A group of  Las Cruces dancers are partnering with 
others from southern New Mexico – and more much 
farther flung – for a trio of  holiday performances tak-
ing place in December. 

The Las Cruces School of  Dance and Music, located 
at 1390 N. Main St., along with students of  the Al-
amogordo Academy of  Ballet – some of  whom were 
recently accepted to and completed the highest level of  
the American Ballet Theatre’s summer intensive – will 
present a performance of  “The Nutcracker” ballet. 
The beloved show also includes fantastic original cho-
reography special for this production. 

“The Nutcracker” will be performed at 7 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 18, at the Oñate High School Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 5700 Mesa Grande Drive. All tickets are $15. For 
more information, call 525-5670. 

At 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 20, LCSDM jazz, tap and hip-
hop dance students take the stage of  the historic Rio 
Grande Theatre, 211 N. Main St., to present an original 
stage adaptation of  O. Henry’s classic holiday story 
“The Gift of  the Magi” by Marc Moffett, a writer and 
University of  Texas-El Paso Professor of  Philosophy. 

The wry tale of  love and confusion comes to life on 
stage with dance, music and a new twist – an unbeat-
able way to celebrate the holiday season.

Tickets to “The Gift of  the Magi” are $15. 
Last but certainly not least, the LCSDM has been 

chosen by the Moscow Ballet as its partner school for 
its production of  the Great Russian Nutcracker, mak-
ing a stop in the Borderlands at the Plaza Theatre in El 
Paso at 3 and 7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23, and 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve. The production 
features dancers from Alamogordo, Las Cruces and El 
Paso. 

Tickets to Moscow Ballet’s Great Russian Nutcrack-
er start at $28 and are available via www.ticketmaster.
com.

Tickets for all shows are available at the door and 
by visiting www.tututix.com/lascrucesschool. For 
more information on these shows or the Las Cruces 
School of  Dance and Music and the Alamogordo 
Academy of  Ballet, call 525-5670 (Las Cruces) or 437-
3810 (Alamogordo) or visit www.newmexicodanceand-
music.com. 

LC School of Dance and Music 
holds holiday performances

If  you’re looking for a unique Christmas or Cha-
nukah gift this year, the New Mexico State Univer-
sity Theatre Arts Department and the American 
Southwest Theatre Company (ASTC) have an idea 
for you. Why not buy a memory in ASTC’s 30th 
anniversary gala, which will be held Saturday, 
Jan. 30, 2016, beginning at 7 p.m., at the ASNMSU 
Center for the Arts, 1000 E. University Ave.

During the event, NMSU theatre students and 
faculty, along with several community actors, will 
perform “memories” (short scenes) from 14 of  the 
many plays and musicals that have been per-
formed at NMSU since Tony-winning playwright 
Mark Medoff  and the late Bruce Street created 
ASTC in 1985. You can sponsor a memory of your 
choice for $150.

That sponsorship also gets you two tickets to the 
gala, your name or the name of your business an-
nounced from the stage during the gala and a 
listing in the playbills for NMSU Theatre Arts’ 
2016 shows.

In addition to “memories,” the gala will include 
a costume parade, featuring many costumes worn 
by actors on the NMSU stage during the past three 
decades; a social hour with hors d’oeuvres, des-
sert and a cash bar; a silent auction; a slide show 
featuring more ASTC remembrances; and a musi-
cal preview of  ASTC’s upcoming “Broadway 
Today” event, including a performance by Megan 
McQueen. There will also be live music provided 
by Triple Play.

To sponsor a memory, contact ASTC Board 
President Dr. William Storm at 646-3180 or 
wstorm@nmsu.edu. Visit www.nmsutheatre.com/
astcgala.php and on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/events/1526251784355176. 

NMSU Theatre Christmas 
gift idea: Buy a ‘memory’

The City of Las Cruces Parks and Recreation 
Department is announcing a winter art camp for 
local youth grades 7 through 12 beginning Monday, 
Dec. 28, taught by Las Cruces artist, art instructor 
and co-founder of West End Art Depot Shaunna 
Foster. 

Teens will explore the fundamentals of  art 
through various activities which will lead up to 
painting a mural on City property. Participants will 
be encouraged to play with and develop ideas into 
strong visual compositions. They will learn to use 
various traditional and modern media in conjunc-
tion with different painting techniques and styles, 
with an emphasis on aerosols. This camp will en-
courage a more articulate use of the visual lan-
guage while fostering civic pride.

Camp will be held at Meerscheidt Recreation 
Center, 1600 E. Hadley Ave. The camp begins Dec. 
28 and runs through Thursday, Dec. 30.  Camp 
times will be from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a lunch; 
participants provide their own lunch. Registration 
for this program is free and all materials will be 
provided.  For more information call 541-2454.

City Parks & Rec holds winter 
art camp and mural painting

Brittany Hymer, as Clara, dances while Jester  Doll and Russian Doll—Lindy Matthews and Riley Black—look on in the Las 
Cruces School of Dance and Music’s production of “The Nutcracker Ballet.”
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NM Farm & Ranch 
Heritage Museum 
seeks tour guides

The New Mexico Farm 
& Ranch Heritage Muse-
um, 4100 Dripping Springs 
Road, is looking for volun-
teers to be tour guides 
during the spring 2016 sea-
son. Tour guides help the 
museum teach visitors 
about the rich cultural 
legacy of  New Mexico by 
taking students through 
the museum. Enrich your 
own knowledge of  New 
Mexico agricultural histo-
ry at the same time. For 
more information, call 
Debbi Holderby at 522-
4100 ext. 116. 

Mesilla Valley Fine 
Arts Gallery accepting 
applications

Mesilla Valley Fine Arts 
Gallery is accepting appli-
cations for exhibitions, 
and encourages artists to 
stop by the gallery to learn 
more. Mesilla Valley Fine 
Arts Gallery is located at 
2470-A Calle de Guada-
lupe, across from the 
Fountain Theatre in Me-
silla. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Sunday. For more 
information, call 522-2933 
or visit www.mesillaval-
leyfinearts.com. 

Fiction book entries 
sought for NMPW 
women’s book contest

An outstanding New 
Mexico writer will be hon-
ored for her work in fic-
tion in spring 2016 when 
her book receives the 
prestigious Zia Award, 
given by the New Mexico 
Press Women. 

New Mexico women 
writers are invited to sub-
mit their fiction books for 
consideration of  the 
award, given each year at 
the annual New Mexico 
Press Women spring con-
ference luncheon. The 
2016 conference luncheon 
will be held April 23, 2016 
at Bosque Retreat Center 
in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Finalists are re-

quired to attend the award 
luncheon to read from 
their work.

A book published in the 
last three years is eligible. 
Any fiction book pub-
lished in 2013, 2014 or 2015 
will be accepted for con-
sideration of  the 2016 Zia 
Award. 

Publishers or authors 

may submit a book entry. 
Membership in the associ-
ation is not required, but 
the writer must be a 
woman. Authors must 
also live in the state, or 
have a strong connection 
to New Mexico, however 
the book can be published 
anywhere.

Early bird entry is $20 
for members and $25 for 
non-members if  the entry 
is postmarked by Thurs-
day, Dec. 31. Regular entry 

is $25 for members and $30 
for non-members. Mem-
bership in NMPW is $13 
annually.

For consideration please 
submit: A cover letter with 
contact information (in-
clude email) containing 
the following: author’s bi-
ography, author’s connec-
tion to New Mexico, de-
scription of  the book, a 
copy of the book, entry fee 
and optional membership 
fee, payable to “New Mexi-

co Press Women.”
Mail to the following ad-

dress: Jessica Savage, Zia 
Award Contest Chair, 1612 
Ralph Dr. Las Cruces, NM 
88001. 

Entries must be post-
marked by Saturday, Feb. 
6, 2016. An acknowledge-
ment letter will be emailed 
upon receipt of  the entry.

Book entries are consid-

ered a donation to the or-
ganization and are not re-
turned.  The books will be 
part of  the silent auction, 
held at the annual spring 
awards banquet, to raise 
scholarship funds.

For more information 
on the contest please send 
correspondence to the ad-
dress listed above or email 
jsavage@cybermesa.com.

Call to Artists

OF LAS CRUCES

“The Club gave me the 
confidence I needed to live 
through and past bullying. I have 
countless friends from learning 
how to make them at the Club, 
I’m getting good grades, and I 
can play guitar. Ultimately, all 
the positive aspects in my life 
stem from the Boys & Girls Club.” 

- Isaac D., age 16,  
Arrowhead Park 
Junior and 7-year  
Boys & Girls Club
Member

Donate Today: 
330 W. Las Cruces Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 526-1519
www.bgclascruces.org

Your donation gives young people 
like Isaac the Gift of a Great Future.

Santa Rosa de Lima Parish
FUNDRAISER

St. Genevieve’s Parish Hall
1025 E. Las Cruces Ave.
Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Dance 7:30 p.m. – 1:00 a.m.

Los Latinos Band
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Tropicalisimo Apache
10:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m.

Couple $100.00   Single $75.00

For Tickets call Santa Rosa de Lima Parish 575-382-8123
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FRI. 12/18
10 a.m. to noon, Coloring Club for Adults, Las Cruces 
Railroad Museum, 351 N. Mesilla St. Join the countless people 
who have discovered this fun way to recapture one of the 
joys of childhood in a safe and relaxing environment. It’s OK 
to color outside the lines or use unexpected colors. Enjoy the 
companionship of other women who want to release their 
inner artist. Gentlemen are welcome, also, but no children, 
please. The club is BYOB and C - Bring Your Own Book and 
Colored pencils, or use our materials. A variety of pages will be 
ready to be colored, from simple pictures to intricate designs. 
Free. Call 647-4480.

3 p.m. Evolved: Future Talk – Nonhuman Life in Space, 
Las Cruces Museum of Nature and Science, 411 N. Main St. 
Evolved is a program that makes circuits through time, dis-
cussing important points in evolution and the development of 
the world as it currently exists. Join museum staff  every Friday 
at 3 p.m. to explore the beginnings of the universe and dis-

cuss what the future may hold for us, as informed by modern 
philosophy and science. This week, we will explore nonhuman 
life in space. Free. Call 522-3120.

7 p.m. Boba Cabaret presents “Carol of the Belles” dinner 
show, Boba Café, 1900 S. Espina St. Tis the season for tight 
harmonies and equally tight skirts, because your favorite 
all-singing, all-dancing girls are hauling out the holly in their 
Christmas spectacular. Featuring favorite tunes such as “Jingle 
Bell Rock,” “White Christmas,” I’ll Be Home for Christmas” 
and more, this show is sure to get you in the Yuletide spirit. 
Starring Christa Fredrickson, McKensi Karnes, Valerie Mirelez 
and Jamie Smith with Seth Zamora on piano. Dinner seats at 
6 p.m., show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $27.50 and include 
dinner and a cocktail. Call 647-5900.

7 p.m. Live music with Tiff any Christopher, Amaro Winery, 
402 S. Melendres St. Food truck will be Joshua’s Pies. No cover. 
Call 527-5310.

7 to 10 p.m. Live music with Tejano Pryde, The Game 
Sports Bar and Grill, 2605 S. Espina St. No cover. Call 524-4263.

8 to 10 p.m. Live acoustic guitar with James Gier, Vintage 
Wines, 2461 Calle de Guadalupe. No cover. Call 523-9463.

8:30 p.m. Boba Cabaret presents “Carol of the Belles” 
cocktail show, Boba Café, 1900 S. Espina St. Tis the season for 
tight harmonies and equally tight skirts, because your favorite 
all-singing, all-dancing girls are hauling out the holly in their 
Christmas spectacular. Featuring favorite tunes such as “Jingle 
Bell Rock,” “White Christmas,” I’ll Be Home for Christmas” and 
more, this show is sure to get you in the Yuletide spirit. Star-
ring Christa Fredrickson, McKensi Karnes, Valerie Mirelez and 
Jamie Smith with Seth Zamora on piano. Cocktail show at 8:15 
p.m., show begins at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $12.50 and include 
a complimentary cocktail. Call 647-5900.

9 p.m. Live music with singer-songwriter Chris Baker, 
Pecan Grill & Brewery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd. No cover. Call 521-
1099.

SAT. 12/19
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Big Daddy’s Flea Market, 5580 Bataan Me-
morial East. Indoor and outdoor vendors on 20 acres. A wide 
variety of items will be available. Call 382-9404.

8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Farmers & Crafts Market of Las Cruces, 
Main Street Downtown. Wide variety of arts and crafts, food, 
fresh produce, unique fi ne art, pet adoptions and more. Free. 
Visit www.fcmlc.org.

9 a.m. to noon, MVM Farm volunteer day, MVM Farm, 2653 
Snow Road. Interested in organic farming and local food pro-
duction? Want to fi nd out more about vermiculture, compost-
ing, laying hens, season extension and crop planning in our 
region? Come and volunteer at the MVM Farm in Mesilla. Free. 
Call 805-6757 for directions or email info@mvmfarm.com. 

10 a.m. to noon, Make an Ornament class, Las Cruces Rail-
road Museum, 351 N. Mesilla St. Drop by anytime and make 
your choice of holiday ornaments. Materials will be available 
for you to make a variety of ornaments and cards. Come put 
your imagination to work to make something truly unique for 
family or friends. Children age seven and up are welcome with 
parental attendance encouraged. Cost is $1 suggest donation 
per child. Call 647-4480.

10 a.m. Family Science Saturday, Las Cruces Museum of Na-
ture and Science, 411 N. Main St. Join the museum as we learn 
about the science of food. This week’s topic is candy crystallog-
raphy. All ages are welcome, from 3 to 93. Free. Call 522-3120.

10:30 a.m. Storytellers of Las Cruces, COAS Bookstores, 
1101 S. Solano Drive and 317 S. Main St. This week, Douglas 

Jackson will be the storyteller at the Downtown location and 
Gloria Hacker will be the storyteller at the Solano location. 
COAS will give coupons for free books to all children who 
attend. Free. Call 524-8471.

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. SNAP, Las Cruces Museum of Nature and 
Science and Museum of Art atrium, 491 N. Main St. Recogniz-
ing the importance of interdisciplinary learning experiences, 
the education staff  of the Las Cruces Museums system have 
collaborated on a new program off ering SNAP – the Science, 
Nature and Art Program. The program encourages visitors to 
embrace their artistic creativity while engaging in educational 
activities inspired by Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM). This week’s topic is holiday science – 
make a Moravian star. Free. Call 541-2137.

Noon to 3 p.m. Live music with The Plateros, Sparky’s 
Burgers, BBQ & Espresso, 115 Franklin St., Hatch. Join The Plat-
eros, a world-touring Native American family band from New 
Mexico, for an afternoon of music. No cover. Call 644-1897.

2 to 6 p.m. Live jazz with Derrick Lee Trio, Sombra Antigua 
Winery, 430 La Viña Road, Chamberino, N.M. No cover. Call 
915-241-4349.

3:30 to 4 p.m. Learn to play Middle Eastern rhythms, My 
Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt Drive. No drum required but must 
call ahead for loaner drum. Cost $2 per lesson. Call 693-1616.

7 to 10 p.m. Live music with Dan White, The Game Sports 
Bar and Grill, 2605 S. Espina St. No cover. Call 524-4263.

7:30 p.m. Hard Road Trio “Smoke and Redemption” CD 
release party, Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. Main St. Hard Road 
Trio – mandolin master Steve Smith, guitarist and songbird 
Chris Sanders and cellist Anne Luna – celebrate the release 
of the new album “Smoke and Redemption.” Also on the bill 
will be special guest King Ibu, who is a guitarist, percussion-
ist, singer and songwriter from Podor, Senegal. Copies of the 
“Smoke and Redemption” and other CDs from the Trio and 
King Ibu will be available. Showtime is 7:30 pm with doors 
opening at 7 p.m. Advance tickets are $17 for adults; $5 for 12 
and under. At the door ticket prices are $22 for adults and $5 
for 12 and under. Call 523-6403 or visit www.riograndetheatre.
com.

7 p.m. Boba Cabaret presents “Carol of the Belles” dinner 
show, Boba Café, 1900 S. Espina St. Tis the season for tight 
harmonies and equally tight skirts, because your favorite 
all-singing, all-dancing girls are hauling out the holly in their 
Christmas spectacular. Featuring favorite tunes such as “Jingle 
Bell Rock,” “White Christmas,” I’ll Be Home for Christmas” 
and more, this show is sure to get you in the Yuletide spirit. 
Starring Christa Fredrickson, McKensi Karnes, Valerie Mirelez 
and Jamie Smith with Seth Zamora on piano. Dinner seats at 
6 p.m., show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $27.50 and include 
dinner and a cocktail. Call 647-5900.

8 to 10 p.m. Live jazz and sax with Steve Selby, Vintage 
Wines, 2461 Calle de Guadalupe. No cover. Call 523-9463.

Events Calendar
LAST CHANCE:
Shrek the Musical
Las Cruces Community Theatre
313 N. Main St. 
523-1200
Tickets $10 to $14
8 p.m. Friday and Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
7 p.m. Thursday
Through Sunday, Dec. 20

PLAYBILL

BURGER NOOK
Hamburgers
85¢

(regularly $1.05)

Cheeseburgers
35¢ extra

Now Accepting Credit Cards!
1204 E. Madrid, 3/10 mile east of Solano

Limit 12 • Coupon Expires 12/24/2015
Tue.-Fri. 10-6 p.m.• Open Sat. 10-5 p.m. • Closed Dec. 24th thru 28th • 523-9806

Christmas in the Clouds
1:30 matinees only. All seats $5.
A classic comedy of mistaken identity 
and romance set during the holiday 
season at a Utah ski resort owned and 
operated by Native Americans. 

**Closed December 24-25

Freeheld
New Jersey police lieutenant Laurel 
Hester (Julianne Moore) and her 
registered domestic partner Stacie 
Andree (Ellen Page) battle to secure 
Hester’s pension benefi ts when she is 
diagnosed with terminal cancer. 

** This fi lm is free to members.

www.mesillavalleyfilm.org 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe in Mesilla

575.524.8287

Fountain Theatre

Nightly 7:30 pm       Saturday Matinee 1:30 pm       Sunday Matinee 2:30 pm
$7 Regular  •  $5 Members  •  $6 Senior/Student/Military

Dec 21 - 22Dec 18 - 23

Weeknights 5:30pm
Weekends 6:30pm
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8 to 11 p.m. Live jazz with Derrick Lee Trio, High Desert 
Brewing Co., 1201 W. Hadley Ave. No cover. Call 525-6752.

8:30 p.m. Boba Cabaret presents “Carol of the Belles” 
cocktail show, Boba Café, 1900 S. Espina St. Tis the season for 
tight harmonies and equally tight skirts, because your favorite 
all-singing, all-dancing girls are hauling out the holly in their 
Christmas spectacular. Featuring favorite tunes such as “Jingle 
Bell Rock,” “White Christmas,” I’ll Be Home for Christmas” and 
more, this show is sure to get you in the Yuletide spirit. Star-
ring Christa Fredrickson, McKensi Karnes, Valerie Mirelez and 
Jamie Smith with Seth Zamora on piano. Cocktail show at 8:15 
p.m., show begins at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $12.50 and include 
a complimentary cocktail. Call 647-5900.

9 p.m. Live music with Overcome Las Cruces, Pecan Grill & 
Brewery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd. No cover. Call 521-1099.

SUN. 12/20
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Big Daddy’s Flea Market, 5580 Bataan Me-
morial East. Indoor and outdoor vendors on 20 acres. A wide 
variety of items will be available. Call 382-9404.

10 a.m. to noon, Sunday Morning Hike, Dripping Springs 
Natural Area, 15000 Dripping Springs Road. Join Bureau of 
Land Management Park Ranger intern Emma Jornlin for 
Sunday morning hikes around Dripping Springs Natural Area, 
each with an interpretive theme. This week, we’ll talk about 
how plants survive in the Chihuhuan Desert on a hike to 
Dripping Springs. 3 miles round-trip. Bring your own water, 
food, good boots and extra clothing. Hikes are limited to 20 
participants. Email Jornlin at ejornlin@blm.gov.  

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday Farmers Market, Tractor Supply 
Co., 1440 W. Picacho Ave. This is a true farmers market with 
produce and food as the primary items, along with some arts 
and crafts. Free. Call 993-6521.

2 p.m. Bluegrass, country and folk music jam, O’Donnell 
Hall, corner of Williams and Gregg Streets on the NMSU cam-
pus. All players are welcome. Free. Call 405-1290.

2 to 5 p.m. Live music, Rio Grande Winery, 5321 Highway 28. 
No cover. Call 524-3985.

2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Live music with Rick O’Brein, Sombra 
Antigua Winery, 430 La Viña Road, Chamberino, N.M. No cover. 
Call 915-241-4349.

3 p.m. Christmas Music with the New Desert Harmony 
Singers, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 225 W. Griggs 
Ave. The New Desert Harmony Singers will wrap up their 
holiday season with a free public concert. Returning for their 
second year as special musical guests will be the NMSU Gos-
pel Choir under the direction of Dr. Bobbie Green. In addition 
to joining NDHS for a couple of songs, the NMSU Gospel Choir 
will also perform a few of their own.  This will be a wonderful 
afternoon of holiday music the whole family can enjoy. Admis-
sion is free, but donations of non-perishable food items, cash, 
or check will be accepted and provided to Casa de Peregrinos 
food bank. Call 373-1816 or email NDHSingers@gmail.com. 

MON. 12/21
9 p.m. Open Mic hosted by Chris Baker and Friends, Pecan 
Grill & Brewery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd. No cover. Call 5214-1099.

TUE. 12/22
1 to 3:30 p.m. Beginning Drawing and Painting, My Place 
Jewell, 132-B Wyatt Drive. Pencil, pastel, charcoal drawing 
and watercolor and acrylic painting focusing on the basic and 
advancing at your own pace. Taught by artist and educator 
Wayne Carl Huber. Adults and high school home school stu-

dents are welcome. Enroll any Tuesday for four weeks at $45. 
Contact Huber for supplies and more information at 647-5684.

5 to 6 p.m. Belly Dance Club, My Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt 
Drive. Join one of the longest-running dance groups in the 
area. Open to ages 11 and older. Great low-impact exercise. 
Cost $4 per lesson. Call 639-1616.

6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Argentine Tango de Las Cruces, 2251 
Calle de Santiago, Mesilla. Daniel Haverporth will teach a class 
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m., dances from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. Cost $5, 
NMSU students free with ID. Call 620-0377.

6:30 p.m. Every Other Tuesday: Las Cruces Ukes, Rio 
Grande Theatre, 211 N. Main St. Las Cruces’ only ukulele group 
takes the stage touting what they refer to as the “hot instru-
ment of the decade” and playing great songs from days gone 
by. Every Other Tuesday is a Doña Ana Arts Council program 
showcasing local performers on the stage of the Rio Grande 
Theatre. Free. Call 523-6403 or visit www.riograndetheatre.
com.

WED. 12/23
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Farmers & Crafts Market of Las Cruces, 
Main Street Downtown. Wide variety of arts and crafts, food, 
fresh produce, unique fi ne art, pet adoptions and more. Free. 
Visit www.fcmlc.org.

9 a.m. to noon, MVM Farm volunteer day, MVM Farm, 2653 
Snow Road. Interested in organic farming and local food pro-
duction? Want to fi nd out more about vermiculture, compost-
ing, laying hens, season extension and crop planning in our 
region? Come and volunteer at the MVM Farm in Mesilla. Free. 
Call 805-6757 for directions or email info@mvmfarm.com. 

5 to 8 p.m. Open Mic, New Mexico State University Barnes 
& Noble, University Avenue and Jordan Road. Poetry and 
musicians alternate. Organized by David Rodriguez. Free. Call 
646-4431.

8 to 10 p.m. Open mic, Q’s Steak, Pasta and Brewhouse, 1300 
Avenida de Mesilla. No cover. Call 571-4350.

8 to 10 p.m. Old-time fi ddle music with Los Cacahuates, 
Spotted Dog Brewery, 2900 Avenida de Mesilla. No cover. Call 
650-2729.

THU. 12/24
1 to 3:30 p.m. Intermediate to Advanced Drawing and 
Painting, My Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt Drive. This interme-
diate and advanced class will focus on the unique concerns 
of each student, working in a variety of media, including wa-
tercolor, acrylic, water soluble oil paints, pastels, and colored 
pencil.  Subject matter will comprise of still life, landscape, 
fi gure, and architectural space.  Students may start classes 
at any time and proceed at their own pace. Open enrollment 
starting any Thursday. Cost $45 for four two and a half hour 
sessions. Call 647-5684.

5 to 6 p.m. Belly Dance Club, My Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt 
Drive. Join one of the longest-running dance groups in the 
area. Open to ages 11 and older. Great low-impact exercise. 
Cost $4 per lesson. Call 639-1616.

8 to 10 p.m. Live music, Bosque Brewing Company, 901 E. 
University Ave., Bldg. 985 Suite B. No cover. Call 571-4626.

8 to 11 p.m. Live music, High Desert Brewing Co., 1201 W. 
Hadley Ave. No cover. Call 525-6752.

FRI. 12/25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

SAT. 12/26
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Big Daddy’s Flea Market, 5580 Bataan Me-
morial East. Indoor and outdoor vendors on 20 acres. A wide 
variety of items will be available. Call 382-9404.

8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Farmers & Crafts Market of Las Cruces, 
Main Street Downtown. Wide variety of arts and crafts, food, 
fresh produce, unique fi ne art, pet adoptions and more. Free. 
Visit www.fcmlc.org.

9 a.m. to noon, MVM Farm volunteer day, MVM Farm, 2653 
Snow Road. Interested in organic farming and local food pro-
duction? Want to fi nd out more about vermiculture, compost-
ing, laying hens, season extension and crop planning in our 
region? Come and volunteer at the MVM Farm in Mesilla. Free. 
Call 805-6757 for directions or email info@mvmfarm.com. 

10 a.m. Family Science Saturday, Las Cruces Museum of 
Nature and Science, 411 N. Main St. Join the museum as we 
learn about the science of food. This week’s topic is roasting 
reactions. All ages are welcome, from 3 to 93. Free. Call 522-
3120.

10:30 a.m. Storytellers of Las Cruces, COAS Bookstores, 
1101 S. Solano Drive and 317 S. Main St. This week, Judith 
Ames will be the storyteller at the Downtown location and 
Sonya Weiner will be the storyteller at the Solano location. 
COAS will give coupons for free books to all children who 
attend. Free. Call 524-8471.

ALTERATIONS
www.polylith.com/nipntuck

Jo Ann Strauss
(575) 642-3106 
Tuesday & Thursday 10-5

4750 Nopalito Rd. 
Las Cruces, NM • 88011

Take Hwy 70 East
Take Dunn Dr. exit

Left on Shannon Rd.
Right on Nopalito Rd.

Moving Effective 
January 7th, 2016
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PLEASE CALL 527-2525 OR VISIT US AT
2525 LAKESIDE DR. • MON-FRI NOON-5PM

Offer Expires Soon!
New Customers Only

Lakeside Storage

10x15 $50/mo
(reg. $70)

RV & Boat Storage 
(16x30) $25/mo

(reg. $35)

MY PLACE JEWELLMY PLACE JEWELL

575-639-1616 • www.MyPlaceJewell.com • mail4jewell@yahoo.com
Open Tues. - Thur. 1 - 4:30 p.m. • Wed. &  Fri. 1 - 5 p.m. • And by appointment

Store && Studio
575-639-1616 •132-B Wyatt

EXCELLENT SECRET SANTA GIFT SELECTIONEXCELLENT SECRET SANTA GIFT SELECTION
Christmas Treasures sure to pleaseChristmas Treasures sure to please

 Gift Certifi cates Are Always a Perfect Size  Gift Certifi cates Are Always a Perfect Size 

Vintage Clothes Vintage Clothes 

Unique Ideas Unique Ideas 
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LAST CHANCE

UNSETTLED GALLERY presents the fi fth 
annual “Let’s Go Ornamental” exhibit, featuring 
eclectic area artists – and a few from further 
afi eld – creating artful treasures perfect in size, 
composition and price for gifting or adding to 
your personal collection. The holidays are an 
excuse and inspiration for our artists, and the 
gallery, to allow a bit of fun, discovery and exper-
imentation to enter the creative process resulting 
in work to enjoy not just for the holidays, but 
year-round. “Let’s Get Ornamental” opens with 
an artists’ reception from 3 to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 5. The exhibit will remain on display through 
Saturday, Dec. 19.

Unsettled Gallery is located at 905 N. Mes-
quite St. Regular gallery hours are noon to 5 
p.m. Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and by 
appointment. For more information visit www.
unsettledgallery.com, email u@unsettledgallery.
com or call 635-2285.

NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY ART 
GALLERY presents its fall 2015 collaborative 
exhibition, “Points of Departure.” Forming a 
multifaceted curatorial exchange, three concepts 
will be on display within the gallery for “Points 
of Departure”: Laboratory, Curatory and Points 
of Departure. The UAG will host a plethora 
of community programs, taking place from 
mid-November through early December. For the 
complete schedule, visit uag.nmsu.edu. “Points 
of Departure” will remain on display through 
Saturday, Dec. 19.

The NMSU University Art Gallery is located 
inside D.W. Williams Hall, at the intersection of 
University Avenue and Solano Drive. Regular gal-
lery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For more information, visit http://uag.
nmsu.edu or call 646-2545.

ONGOING
ADOBE PATIO GALLERY presents the Border 

Artists’ second exhibition of small-scale art show 
“Small is Beautiful II.” This exciting show introduc-
es two of the Border Artists’ newest members, 
Margaret Berrier and Sharbani Das Gupta, whose 
work will be shown alongside three Signature 
Members – Carolyn Bunch, Tom Gerend and Dan 
Tapper – as well as active members Tauna Cole, 
Janice Cook, Sherry Doil-Carter, Winfrey Hearst, 
Annetta Hoover, Amanda Jaff e, Suzanne Kane, 
Cassandra Lockwood, Rosemary McLoughlin, 
Jeanne Rundell, Storm Sermay, David Shaw, 
Jo-An Smith, Jean Wilkey, Bob Willis and Terry 
Wolfe. The art in “Small is Beautiful II” may be 
small in size, but it’s powerful in feeling and wide 
in variety. During December, a percentage of 
each sale of art will be donated to Jardin de los 
Niños. “Small is Beautiful II” will remain on display 
through December. Throughout December, a 
portion of each sale will be donated to Jardin 
de los Niños. From 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19, 
Border Artists Founder Virginia Ness will be hon-
ored, along with co-founder Carolyn Bunch, and 
the rest of the Border Artists will be in the gallery 
to chat with visitors. Light refreshments will be 

served, and door prizes donated by the artists will 
be available. 

Adobe Patio Gallery is located at 1765 Avenida 
de Mesilla. Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. For more information, 
call 532-9310.

BRANIGAN CULTURAL CENTER presents 
three new exhibits opening for the month of De-
cember, “Remembering the Mays,” “The Beggars 
of Venice” and “Around the World, Around Other 
Cultures.”

Celebrating local history and one of Las Cruces’ 
pioneering families is the focus of “Remembering 
the Mays.” Settling in Las Cruces in the late nine-
teenth century, John and Elizabeth May opened 
and operated the successful Rio Grande Hotel on 
Main Street.  The couple raised six children in Las 
Cruces, many of whom grew to become import-
ant fi gures in their own right, owning important 
businesses throughout the City and becoming 
involved in local and regional politics. 

The exhibit will feature historic photographs 
as well as items from the Museum System’s 
collection that belonged to members of the May 
family, allowing visitors insight into life in Las 
Cruces during an exciting period of time in which 
the city was rapidly developing. 

The suite of drawings “The Beggars of Venice” 
captures the many characters of the most present 
but often unnoticed residents of Venice, Italy. Uti-
lizing graphite and ink on paper, artist Ed Smith’s 
images create a sense of historical continuity with 
the great artists Callot, Tintoretto, Tiepolo, Goya 
and Rembrandt. “The Beggars of Venice” will 
remain on display through Jan. 23, 2016. 

“Around the World, Around Other Cultures” is 
an exhibit of the work of artist Alejandra Gamez. 
Gamez developed her own style of producing 
monotypes while studying at the Autonomous 
University of Ciudad Juarez.  Utilizing mediums of 
acrylic ink and paper, this show presents a series 
of artwork that illustrates the artist’s passion for 
diff erent countries and cultures, and how they 
relate to each other in the world. “Around the 
World, Around Other Cultures” will remain on dis-
play through Saturday, Dec. 26. Branigan Cultural 
Center is located at 501 N. Main St. Gallery hours 
are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. 
For more information, call 541-2154.

TOMBAUGH GALLERY presents “Steel and 
Wings,” an exhibit of new works by Las Cruces 
artists Jill Somoza and John Northcutt. Somo-
za’s paintings capture an ephemeral quality by 
painting on vinyl sheeting stretched in unusual 
shapes. The pieces chosen for this show were all 
done in the past two years and display the simple 
lines of juxtaposed panels combined with curved 
wood. These paintings are more accurately de-
scribed as elaborate sketches of fl eeting feelings, 
drawn in wood, vinyl, color and line. Northcutt’s 
sculpture is minimal kinetic and viewer partici-
patory. He has chosen to explore the concept of 
the existence of multiple planes within a plane 
and their interaction. The planes are based on 
minimal geometric shapes, rectangles, squares, 
triangles, etc., interacting with each other. In the 
past, he has worked thematically drawing ideas 
from American Indian mythology, art history 
references, or observations on friends, thus giving 
the work an allegorical quality. For this show, 

he draws inspiration form the Sand Hill Cranes 
and their fl ight. “Steel and Wings” will remain on 
display through Jan. 22, 2016.

Tombaugh Gallery is located inside the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces, 2000 S. 
Solano Drive. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday and by appointment. 
For more information, call 522-7281.

BIG PICTURE DIGITAL IMAGE EXPERTS AND 
GALLERY presents “Southwest Visions” by fi ne 
artist Greg Allen. Inspired by the mystical terrain 
of the desert, Allen brings to life the landscapes 
of the Southwest, capturing light, forms and 
architecture. His authenticity and purity of vision 
is delineated throughout the work. Many of his oil 
paintings possess a distinctly classical composi-
tion while others are imbued with a contempo-
rary painterly surface. Illuminated from within, 
viewers experience an overwhelming sense of 
familiarity, intimacy and innocence. “Southwest 
Visions” will remain on display through the end of 
December. 

Big Picture Digital Image Experts and Gallery 
is located at 311 N. Main St. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday to Friday and 9:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call 
647-0508.

MAS ART presents the work of two young 
talents, Rudolf Medina and Sherrena Richardson, 
a combination of realistic style shown through 
Medina’s work and the fascinating surrealism 
style of Richardson, in the joint exhibition “Anec-
dotes and Striations.” The exhibit will remain on 
display through the end of December.

Mas Art is located at 126 S. Main St. Regular 
hours are 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 526-9113.

QUILLIN-STEPHENS GALLERY welcomes 
everyone back for a Christmas Ramble featuring 
wood-turner Les Fairchild. Fairchild specializes 
in wood inlay, combining several types of wood 
in intricate patterns to create items ranging 
from bowls to kaleidoscopes, as well as off ering 
Christmas ornaments and jewelry in wood. IN 
addition, the gallery’s four permanent artists will 
off er some Christmas specials to help you com-
plete your shopping list. The show will remain on 
display through the end of the month. 

Quillin-Stephens Gallery is located behind 
COAS Books at 317 N. Main St. For more informa-
tion and gallery hours, call 312-1064.

WEST END ART DEPOT is proud – and a 
little sad – to present its fi nal exhibit at the 
warehouse by the tracks, David Canales’ “Metal 
Show.” The gallery’s fi nal show features sculptures 
incorporating metal and found objects, and 
photographs based on the sculptures. Canales, a 
Las Cruces transplant from L.A., will also exhibit 
custom-built game tables. Available for modest 
prices, everything included in the show is priced 
at $300 or less. On his current work Canales said, 
“The principle idea I am working with is metal. 
I’m fascinated by the longevity of the material. 
Secondary to that solidity is the interplay of light 
and, third, there is a primary focus on balance, 
if not symmetry. “Metal Show” will remain on 
display through the end of the year.

West End Art Depot is located at 401 N. Mesilla 
St. Gallery hours are 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, noon to 3 p.m. 
Sunday and by appointment. For more informa-

tion, call 312-9892 or visit www.we-ad.org.

ART OBSCURA GALLERY presents two 
exhibitions for the month of December: Jesse 
Reinhard’s “Refl ections” and Sam Ross’ “Etiquette 
Unraveled,” upstairs in the Tiny Room Gallery.

Jesse Reinhard received an MFA in printmak-
ing from NMSU and has been active in the local 
art scene since arriving in Las Cruces in 2004. 
Along with Art Obscura, his artwork can often be 
found at the West End Art Depot and Las Cruces 
Farmers & Crafts Market. This is rumored to be Re-
inhard’s last show in Las Cruces, as he is moving 
to the Dallas-Ft. Worth area at the end of the year 
to join a religious cult. 

“Etiquette Unraveled” reveals artist Sam Ross’ 
new paintings that vibrate with humor. This 
month-long display showcases his new work, 
along with limited edition T-shirts, prints and 
miniature paintings. “I’ve always been the jovial 
type and I love connecting with people through 
humor, which is what I primarily aim to achieve 
through this style,” Ross said.

“Refl ections” and “Etiquette Unraveled” will 
remain on display through January 2016.

Art Obscura Gallery is located at 3206 
Harrelson St. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday. For more information, call 494-7256. 

COTTONWOOD GALLERY, inside Southwest 
Environmental Center, presents a new show of 
artwork by Las Cruces painter Meg G. Frey-
ermuth. Freyermuth recently completed the 
fi rst Artist-In-Residence program for the Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument, 
a program that supports public lands through 
art. An avid hiker, traveler and gardener since 
childhood, Freyermuth uses these experiences to 
display her passion for the environment through 
brightly colored, dramatic paintings and draw-
ings of the United States’ wilderness. Freyermuth’s 
show will remain on display through the end of 
January 2016. 

Cottonwood Gallery is located inside South-
west Environmental Center, 275 N. Main St. Reg-
ular hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. For more information, call 522-5552.

NOPALITO’S GALERIÁ presents Kate More’s 
“The Tortugas Journey of Our Lady of Guadalupe,” 
an exhibit of photographs from her research on 
the Tortugas Pueblo, as well as Norma Hartell’s “La 
Vida de Un Agricultor (Life of a Farmer),” depict-
ing the connection between farmers and their 
livestock. Both exhibits will remain on display 
through the end of December. 

Nopalito’s Galeriá is located at 326 S. Mesquite 
St. Gallery hours are 4 to 7 p.m. Friday and noon 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. For more informa-
tion, call 524-0003.

MESILLA VALLEY FINE ARTS GALLERY 
features two local artists for the month of Decem-
ber, Bert Gammill and Lori Shalett. Gammill is a 
mixed-media artist working in watercolor, oils, 
pastels and pencils, rendering realistic things that 
are close to her – horses, dogs, cats, friends and 
family. The gallery is also pleased to welcome its 
newest member, Mike Shalett, a basket-weaver. 
In addition, the gallery’s 30 member artists off er 
work in many media. 

Mesilla Valley Fine Arts Gallery is located at 
2470-A Calle de Guadalupe. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Sunday. For more 
information, call 522-2933.

Galleries & Openings
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ART ON EASELS GALLERY, located inside the Community Enter-
prise Center, features nearly 50 works by members of the Las Cruces 
Arts Association. December’s LCAA featured artist is Penny Duncklee. 
Duncklee is a longtime member of the LCAA and is a well-known wa-
tercolorist. A versatile artist, she draws on many inspirations to create 
her images, often instilling her sense of humor along the way.

The Community Enterprise Center is located at 125 N. Main St. 
Art on Easels Gallery is open from 5 to 7 p.m. during each First Fri-
day Downtown Art Ramble, as well as during the Las Cruces Farm-
ers & Craft Market on the fi rst and third Saturdays of the month. For 
more information, visit www.lascrucesarts.com. 

AA STUDIOS presents “New Paintings and Monotypes” by Las 
Cruces abstract artist Michael Pavao for the month of November. All 
Pavao’s work for this show is new, and the small-format mono-
types are dynamic and aff ordable. Pavao numbers, rather than 
titles, his work, incorporating the date of completion. Doing this 
avoids the preconceived imagery or meaning a formal title often 
suggests, and suggests an affi  nity with music and math, where 
form is counterbalanced by the space around the form. A feeling 
of improvisational jazz can be seen in Pavao’s work. “New Paintings 
and Monotypes” will be open the second weekend of the month, 
as well as by appointment, through Jan. 2, 2016.

Aa Studios is located 2645 Doña Ana Road. Gallery hours are by 
appointment the second weekend of the month, 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
1 to 5 p.m. Saturday and 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call 520-8752.

AMARO WINERY features paintings and drawing by Meg 
Freyermuth and a landscape pastel series by Wayne Carl Huber. The 
show will remain on display through Jan. 10, 2016.

Amaro Winery is located at 402 S. Melendres St. Hours are 3 to 10 
p.m. Wednesday through Friday, 1 to 10 p.m. Saturday and 1 to 6 
p.m. Sunday. For more information, call 527-5310.

FIREBIRD RISING FINE ART GALLERY presents its grand open-
ing celebration and exhibition “Union of Flames,” a group show of 
local, national and international visual artists featuring Paul Neff , 
Lilith Love, Wes Naman, Chris Bardey, Jodie Herrera, Jef Bourgeau, 
Deret Roberts, Cody Jimenez, Michael Ponce, Praxis, David D. 
Sorensen, Stephanie Sweet, Maureen Bachaus and Michael C. Guti-
errez. “Union of Flames” will remain on display through Jan. 3, 2016. 

Firebird Rising Fine Art Gallery is located at 330 W. Mountain 
Ave. Regular gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday through 
Sunday and by appointment. For more information, call 303-2434.

NEW MEXICO FARM & RANCH HERITAGE MUSEUM presents 
in its north corridor “In a Nutshell: Growing Nuts in New Mexico,” an 
exhibit centered on nuts grown here in the Land of Enchantment. 
Few crops are more diverse and individually tied culturally and 
economically to the various geographic areas of New Mexico’s 
bountiful nut crops. Each of the state’s top nuts – piñon, peanuts, 
pecans and pistachios – has its own story to tell about how and 
why it is grown and harvested. The exhibit covers everything 
from the defi nition of a nut to its health benefi ts. In between is a 
fascinating look at the history, research and uses as well as growing 
and harvesting techniques. “In a Nutshell” will remain on display 
through Sept. 25, 2016.

The museum presents in its arts corridor “Linda Hagen: Light 
Aff ects.” New Mexico always has been renowned for the eff ects of 
its light and its attractiveness to artists. Light aff ects the way we 
view this beautiful state, and in this collections of paintings by Las 
Cruces artist Linda Hagen, she accepts the challenge of capturing 
light on canvas – on form, distance and color. A love of animals, the 
West and nature inspire Hagen’s work. “Light Aff ects” will remain on 
display through April 3, 2016.

The New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum is located at 
4100 Dripping Springs Road. Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Regular 
museum admission is $5 adults, $4 senior citizens, $3 children ages 
4 to 17, $2 active U.S. military and veterans and free for children 
age 3 and younger. For more information, visit www.nmfarman-
dranchmuseum.org or call 522-4100.

The New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum is located at 
4100 Dripping Springs Road. Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. Regular 

museum admission is $5 adults, $4 senior citizens, $3 children ages 
4 to 17, $2 active U.S. military and veterans and free for children 
age 3 and younger. For more information, visit www.nmfarman-
dranchmuseum.org or call 522-4100.

CAFÉ DE MESILLA presents “Art Demitasse,” an exhibit by the 
Ten O’Clock Club. The “Tenners” meet monthly at 10 a.m. on the 
10th day of each month to talk art; every other day of the week at 
10 a.m., they think art or, most often, get involved with their media 
to create, work and play. “Art Demitasse,” the last of the Tenners’ 
10th anniversary shows, will remain on display through December. 

Café de Mesilla is located at 2190 Avenida de Mesilla. Hours are 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. For more information, call 524-0000.

DESERT ROOTS ARTISTS’ MARKET AND GALLERY features 
works by local artists and a cozy café area. 

Desert Roots Artists’ Market and Gallery is located at 1001 S. 

Solano Drive. Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, 7:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Sunday. For more information, call 652-7366.

DOÑA ANA COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER is currently 
displaying more than 100 pieces of new, original artwork created 
by students from Las Cruces Public Schools and Gadsden Indepen-
dent School District in the center’s fi rst-fl oor corridor. The exhibit 
includes drawings, paintings, photography, etchings and more. 

The student art exhibit complements the permanent art collec-
tion held inside the center, featuring 41 original acrylics and oils by 
Joyce T. Macrorie, several historical photographs and landscapes, 
art from students attending J. Paul Taylor Academy and Hatch 
Valley Public Schools and more.

The Doña Ana County Government Center is located at 845 N. 
Motel Blvd. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. For 
more information, call 647-7210.
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Review by Jeff Berg
For the Las Cruces Bulletin

The first 40 minutes of  “Freeheld” were, to me, al-
most unbearable. It felt boring and clichéd and there 
was very little chemistry between the two leads, Juli-
anne Moore and Ellen Page.

But once the big ball was dropped, shall we say, 
things changed remarkably and the film turned itself  
around, becoming at once moving and believable.

“Freeheld” is based on the true story of  Laurel Hes-
ter (Moore) 
and her 
partner, 
Stacie An-
dree (Page), 
who chal-
lenged the 
system after 
Hester, a 
long time 
member of  
the Ocean 
County, 
N.J., police 

department, developed lung cancer and tried to en-
sure that Andree would be assigned her death bene-
fits upon her passing. 

However, since the two women were not “married,” 
the freeholders, who must be like a New Jersey ver-
sion of  county commissioners, denied her request re-
peatedly and with some degree of  obvious prejudice. 

There was an Oscar-winning short film of  the same 
name on the subject a few years ago which I have not 
seen, which morphed into this feature, but the story is 
fascinating and strong, being the only thing that holds 
the film together.

Hester starts getting treatment (she died in 2006) 

while Andree wrings her hands appropriately and 
mercilessly.  

Support, at least locally, is not forthcoming, other 
than a local reporter who stays on top of  the story.  
After a fashion, Steve Carell, as Jewish gay-rights ac-
tivist and self-proclaimed “loud, gay Jew” Steven 
Goldstein shows up with a posse in tow, to set up pro-
tests and marches to raise the visibility of  the wom-
en’s plight.  

His theatrics gain a lot of  attention and make the 
lives of  the freeholders, shall we say, much more out 
of  the ordinary.

It was interesting to note that the efforts of  Carell 
and the others are embarrassing for the most part, 
rather than helpful.  

A bit later on, a co-worker of  Hester’s, her partner 
on the force, shows some support and a freeholder 
starts to sway in his opinionated opinion. 

Hester’s intention was to help push the envelope 
concerning rights for gay people and with that she 
was successful. I just wish “Freeheld” was able to 
show it in a more capable way, one that would honor 
Hester and Andree, rather than make them look like 
caricatures. 

Also playing this week is my second favorite Christ-
mas movie of  all time, “Christmas in the Clouds” for 
two matinee shows at 1:30 p.m. Sunday and Monday, 
Dec. 21-22.  Don’t miss it!

Jeff  Berg can be reached at nedludd76@hotmail.com. 

‘Freeheld’ sputters but redeems itself in the end

B-

“Freeheld” plays for a 
week at the Fountain 

Theatre in Mesilla 
starting Friday, Dec 18. 

The Fountain Theatre 
will be closed Thursday 
and Friday, Dec. 24-25, 
for Christmas Eve and 

Christmas. 
Ellen Page and Julianne Moore star in director Peter Sollett’s “Freeheld,” now playing at the Fountain Theatre in Mesilla.
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Sudoku
LAST WEEK'S 
SOLUTIONS

Complete the grids below so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. It is a game 
of logic, not math, and there is only one solution per puzzle. Have fun and exercise the grey matter.
Tips and computer program at www.sudoku.com

© Puzzles by Pappocom
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SANTA’S UPGRADES

LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION:
December is a really notable and uncommon month. Why?  Because it’s the only month with a D in it.

K G H U G ’ K  C B T C C X  O G U 

K Z G B B D Z P M  K D L P  L J O P 

G H M  G  F G B B  D C  X G Q H .  F T U 

K G H U G  Z G K  K U G Q U B P M  G U 

U S P  D T U O D L P -  K S P  S G M 

L J U U P H K !
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AtTheMovies
Coming soon on DVD  Dec. 22
Dragon Blade
Rated: R 
Genre: Action, adventure
Starring: John Cusack, Adrien Brody
Director: Daniel Lee

Pan
Rated: PG
Genre: Family, adventure
Starring: Hugh Jackman, Levi Miller
Director: Joe Wright

 

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 2 
(Week No. 4) $11,413,316

In the Heart of the Sea (Week No. 1) 
$11,503,366

The Good Dinosaur (Week No. 3) 
$10,314,223

Creed (Week No. 3)
$10,121,137

Krampus (Week No. 2) 
$8,422,755

The Night Before (Week No. 4) 
$4,133,702

Spectre (Week No. 6) 
$4,405,109

The Peanuts Movie (Week No. 6) 
$2,687,489

Spotlight (Week No. 6)
 $2,508,853

The Martian (Week No. 11) 
$1,457,360

Top-grossing Dec. 11-13
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5

Picking Picking the Flicksthe Flicks
Movie information from www.rottentomatoes.com. Movie reel based on a 5-point scale.Pawn Sacrifi ce

Rated: PG-13
Genre: Drama
Starring: Tobey Maguire, Live Schreiber
Director: Edward Zwick

War Room
Rated: PG
Genre: Family, drama
Starring: T.C. Stallings, Priscilla Evans Shirer
Director: Alex Kendrick

In the Heart 
of the Sea
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: Based on a true story 
– and the inspiration for “Moby Dick” – a 
whaling ship is stranded at sea for three 
months, preyed upon by a sperm whale. 
Starring: Chris Hemsworth, Cillian Murphy
Director: Ron Howard

Spectre
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: James Bond is sent 
after a sinister organization from a 
message out of the past, and uncovers 
the terrible truth behind SPECTRE. 
Starring: Daniel Craig, Christoph Waltz 
Director: Sam Mendes

Krampus
Rated: R
Plot Overview: Amidst a bad 
Christmas, a young boy unwittingly 
summons a Christmas demon to his 
family’s home. 
Starring: Adam Scott, Toni Collette
Director: Michael Dougherty

The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 2
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: As the war of Panem 
escalates and the Capital destroys other 
districts, Katniss Everdeen must bring together 
an army against President Snow, with 
everything she loves hanging in the balance.    
Starring: Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson

The Good Dinosaur
Rated: PG
Plot Overview: In an alternate 
timeline where dinosaurs never went 
extinct, Arlo the Apatosaurus makes 
an unlikely friend in a young human 
caveboy named Spot.  
Starring: Jeffrey Wright, 
Frances McDormand (voices)
Director: Peter Sohn

Secret in Their Eyes
Rated: R
Plot Overview: A team of high-rising 
investigators is torn apart when one of 
their own teenage daughters is found 
murdered. 
Starring: Chiwetel Ejiofor, Nicole Kidman
Director: Billy Ray

The Peanuts Movie
Rated: PG
Plot Overview: Snoopy and his team 
take to the skies in pursuit of their arch 
nemesis, while Charlie Brown goes on 
his own quest at home.  
Starring: Francesa Capaldi, 
Madisyn Shipman (voices) 
Director: Steve Martino

The Night Before
Rated: R
Plot Overview: Facing the end of 
their annual New York Christmas Eve 
tradition, three lifelong best friends go 
looking for the “Holy Grail” of Christmas 
parties. 
Starring: Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 
Seth Rogen 
Director: Jonathan Leviner

Victor Frankenstein
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: Told from assistant 
Igor’s point of view, we see the evolution 
of his relationship with a young medical 
student named Victor Von Frankenstein 
and how he became the legend we know 
now.  
Starring: Daniel Radcliff, James McAvoy

Creed
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: Rocky Balboa steps 
into the role of trainer to promising 
young boxer Adonis Johnson – the son 
of Rocky’s late friend and former rival 
Apollo Creed.    
Starring: Sylvester Stallone, 
Michael B. Jordan

Love the Coopers
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: Four generations 
come together for Christmas Eve; when 
unlikely events turn the house upside 
down, the Coopers rediscover family 
bonds and the spirit of the season.  
Starring: Olivia Wilde, Amanda Seyfried
Director: Jessie Nelson

Sisters
Rated: R
Plot Overview: Two sisters throw 
one fi nal house party before their 
parents sell the childhood home.     
Starring: Tina Fey, Amy Poehler
Director: Jason Moore

Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: 
The Road Chip
Rated: PG
Plot Overview: Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore hit the road to Miami to stop 
Dave’s wedding, fearful that he’ll dump 
them for his new wife.  
Starring: Kaley Cuoco, Bella Thorne

Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: The Rebel Alliance 
and the Galactic Empire – now the 
Resistance and First Order – square off 
once again. 
Starring: Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill
Director: J.J. Abrams

OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 18

OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 18

OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 18
ALL SEATS ALL

TIMES $3.50

BRING THIS COUPON 
TO THE VIDEO 4 AND 
SEE THE MOVIE OF 
YOUR CHOICE FOR 

ONLY $1.50/PER 
PERSON GOOD FOR UP 

TO 5 PEOPLE WED. & 
THURS ONLY!!

REGISTER AT
ALLENTHEATRESINC.COM 
FOR EMAIL INFO AND 

SPECIALS

SHOW TIMES 
GOOD FRI. 
12/18 THRU

THURS. 12/24

PLEASE BE COURTEOUS TO 
YOUR FOLLOW PATRONS, 

TURN OFF YOU CELL 
BEFORE ENTERING THE 

AUDITORIUM.

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 12:20 3:10 6:10 9:10
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:45
 (PG13)DAILY 11:40 2:15 4:50 

7:25 10:00 (PG13)

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 12:00 3:00 7:00 

10:00 (PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 1:30 5:00 8:15 

(PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:20 3:30 6:40 
9:30 (R)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

STARTING FRI. 12/25
JOY, POINT 

BREAK
CONCUSSION

PEANUTS (PG)
DAILY 2:15 4:40 7:10 9:25 

GOOSEBUMPS (PG)
DAILY 2:20 4:50 7:25 9:50
VICTOR FRANKENSTIEN 

(PG13)
DAILY2:15 4:45 7:20 9:50
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2
DAILY 2:05 4:30 7:00 9:15

 (PG)

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
AT 2:00 & 7:00

ALL SEATS $5.50
THIS IS 

HAPPENING

DAILY 11:30 2:30 
6:05 9:15 (PG13)

DAILY 12:00 3:05 6:05 9:10  
(PG13)

DAILY 2:45 10:00 (R)

SHOWING IN DOLBY 
ATMOS

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 11:30 2:30 6:05 9:15 

(PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN 3D
DAILY 12:00 3:00 7:00 10:00 

(PG13)
NO PASS OF ANY KIND

DAILY 12:00 2:30 5:00 
7:30 10:00 (PG13)

SHOWING IN 3D
DAILY 11:50 4:50 9:50 (PG)

NO PASS OF ANY KIND
$2 UPCHARGE

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 2:20 7:20

DAILY 12:30 3:35 
6:35 9:45 (PG13)

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 11:50 2:20 4:50 

7:20 9:50 (PG)

DAILY 12:15 2:25 4:40
 6:55 9:10 (PG)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:30 2:40 
4:55 7:10 9:25 (PG)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN DOLBY 
ATMOS

SHOWING IN 3D
DAILY 11:30 2:30 6:05 9:15

(PG13)
NO PASS OF ANY KIND

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 1:00 4:30 8:00 

(PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY  12:30 3:20 6:20 
9:15 (PG13)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 11:45 2:15 4:50 
7:20 9:50 (PG13)

DAILY 11:30 2:00 4:30 
7:05 9:40 (PG13)

DAILY 11:30 6:45 (PG13)

THE THREE TENORS 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

SUN. 12/20 @ 12PM
TUES. 12/22 @ 7PM

CINEPORT 10
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By Zak Hansen
Las Cruces Bulletin

Reteaming with the principles from 
his hilarious and sometimes heart-
breaking “50/50,” director Jonathan 
Levine has again enlisted Seth Rogen 
and Joseph Gordon-Levitt for “The 
Night Before,” an R-rated holiday caper 
that blends crass humor and plenty of  
substance abuse with genuine heart and 
a little bit of  Christmas schmaltz, mak-
ing it a worthy addition to the “new” 
Christmas canon. 

Fourteen years ago on Christmas day, 
Ethan Miller (Gordon-Levitt) lost his 
parents in a car accident, and is taken 
in by his two best friends, Isaac Gold-
berg (Rogen) and Chris Roberts (Antho-
ny Mackie) for the holidays, cementing 
their status as lifelong best friends and 
creating for the threesome a new 

Christmas custom.
Today, though, that’s all about to 

change as the trio stands on the cusp of  
adulthood and the future of  their tradi-
tion seems uncertain.

While Ethan toils away thanklessly in 
a hotel, pining for lost love Diana (Lizzy 
Caplan) and struggling with a stagnant 
music career, Isaac and Chris are phas-
ing up – Chris with his status as a prom-
ising young professional athlete, and 
Isaac with his expecting wife Betsy. 

It seems Ethan’s luck may have 
changed, at least temporarily, when he 
swipes a trio of  tickets for The Nut-
cracker Ball, a legendary, underground, 
invite-only bash for the ages – the “Holy 
Grail” of  Christmas parties. 

From there, “The Night Before” plays 
out more or less as expected, with 
Ethan, Isaac and Chris drinking and 

drugging their way through a variety of  
increasingly ridiculous scenarios, de-
scended upon by a motley crew of  char-
acters and, perhaps, learning a lesson 
about Christmas after all. 

While Levine’s film may not break 
any new narrative ground, very much 
by design, it’s a snappily written and de-
lightfully crude exercise in partly im-
provisational comedy, letting its talent-
ed principals lean on their obvious 
strengths and established chemistry. 
This loose framework is effective for 
laughs, though some viewers may find 
its writing too scattershot to hang to-
gether and its premise – we have to get 
to X before Y or else Z! – too formulaic.

Rogen and Gordon-Levitt have an 
easy comedic chemistry about them, as 
well as a familiarity with the director, 
so it’s little surprise their characters 

fare well in “The Night Before” – every-
one involved knows everyone else’s 
strengths, and plays to them. Mackie, 
then, is a surprise, fitting in easily as 
the athletic, popular end of  this oddball 
trifecta, with a kind charisma about 
him. Despite their obvious difference, 
you could pretty easily buy these guys 
as friends. Hell, they are friends. 

The film’s set pieces are, by nature, 
hit-or-miss, but its leads make even the 
jokes that fall flat worth a chuckle. An 
extended sequence with a very high, 
very Jewish Isaac accidentally stum-
bling into midnight mass with the in-
laws – after seeking shelter in the Nativ-
ity scene – ranks among its best. 

“The Night Before” is stuffed like a 
stocking with in-jokes and nods to the 

‘The Night Before’ has rough edges but a heart of gold

Anthony Mackie, Seth Rogen and Joseph Gordon-Levitt star in director Jonathan Levine’s R-rated Christmas comedy “The Night Before,” now playing at Allen Theatres.

SEE ‘THE NIGHT BEFORE,’  PAGE B14
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Christmas films that 
came before. Patient 
viewers – or ones who 
watch a lot of  holiday 
programs – will catch 
overt nods to all the clas-
sics – “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” “A Christmas 
Carol,” “Miracle on 34th 
St.” – as well as the new-
school. “Home Alone” 
and “Die Hard” come up 
a lot, as they should. 

The supporting players 
in “The Night Before” are 
largely its strongest 
asset. Levine wrangled a 
few of  this generation’s 
best and brightest come-
dians, along with a few 
megastars, for the small-
er roles, some of  them 
blink-and-you-miss-it 
quick. 

The fantastic Jillian 
Bell (Comedy Central’s 
“Workaholics”) shows up 
as Isaac’s very pregnant 
wife Betsy, playing her as 
appreciative of  her hus-

band’s commitment to 
her during the pregnan-
cy, rather than the harp-
ing shrew so many movie 
wives are. This gratitude, 
coupled with her hus-
band’s coming responsi-
bilities, prompts Betsy to 
gift Isaac a small wooden 
box loaded with every 
drug available.

Caplan, as Diana, too, 
breaks the conventional 
mold of  love interest; her 
reasons for leaving Ethan 
are realistic and rounded, 
and her hesitance to 
re-engage him is seen as 
real. The wonderful 
Mindy Kaling (“The Of-
fice”) as Diana’s wing-
woman Sarah, Illana 
Glazer (“Broad City”) as 
a weed-stealing superfan 
and Lorraine Toussaint 
(Vee, of  “Orange is the 
New Black”) as Chris’ 
mother round out the 
film’s strong cast of  co-
medic ladies, each with 

much more on their mind 
than the boyish men in 
their lives. It’s a welcome 
change to a sometimes 
painfully nasty genre.

This being a stoner 
bro-comedy, cameos 
abound – I’ll spare you 
even the more forecasted 
of  them – none better 
than Michael Shannon, 
in a rate comedic role as 
the boys’ high-school 
drug dealer, back in busi-
ness, seer-like, almost 
messianic, to sell them 
joints that will show 
them past, present and 
future, a la “A Christmas 
Carol.” He’s one of  the 
movie’s strongest fea-

tures, despite his limited 
screen time. 

“The Night Before” 
handles its subject mat-
ter well and with under-
lying sincere sweetness 
amid its irreverent sub-
ject matter. We’ve seen 
this before, both in 
Levine’s previous work 
and Rogen’s earlier pair-
ings with screenwriter 
Evan Goldberg – “Super-
bad,” “Pineapple Ex-
press” and “This Is the 
End” – which, along with 
the rest of  the freshman 
class of  bro-comedy 
torchbearers, have sig-
naled something of  a 
push away from the 

mean-spirited underdog 
comedies of  the 1990s and 
2000s, not to mention the 
cringe-inducing sex com-
edies of  the late 1970s and 
1980s and their vulgar 
potshots at all the regu-
lar targets – typically 
anyone not a white male.

As much as it is a 
Christmas film, “The 
Night Before” is a movie 
about millennials staring 
down the perceived abyss 
between prolonged ado-
lescence and adulthood, 
about the ways friend-
ships change over the 
years, about trading a lit-
tle bit of  spry stupidity 
for something resembling 

security or certainty. 
For Isaac, on the cusp of  

fatherhood, his anxieties 
about raising a daughter 
are revealed in a ranting, 
coke-fueled video mes-
sage, sent of course to all 
the wrong people. 

For Chris, his insecuri-
ties about his place in the 
league and, possibly, as a 
man, are revealed in the 
lengths he’ll go to please 
an established all-star, 
not to mention what he’s 
willing to put in his body 
to impress on field.  And 
for Ethan, as for many 
young men entering their 
30s, what does it mean to 
have your friends move 
out, move away, move up 
or even move on, and 
what do you do when that 
happens? 

It’s this sweetness, in 
the end, that allows “The 
Night Before” to take its 
place as a true holiday 
movie. Granted, one with 
nonstop, flagrant drug 
use, bawdy sex talk and 
reams and reams of  
four-letter words.  

‘THE NIGHT BEFORE’ 
FROM PAGE B13

THE NIGHT BEFORE
Rated: R
Running time: 101 minutes
Starring: Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 
Seth Rogen, Anthony Mackie
Director: Jonathan Levine

Grade

B

Despite a plethora of 
drugs, sex and swearing, 
holiday bro-comedy “The 
Night Before” has a heart 
of gold, tied with a bow of 

Christmas schmaltz.

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Laura’s Photography
Jazmine Rubio Photography
Las Cruces Convention Center
CW Ward-House of Grafi x
DJ Adrian Gamboa
Jeff  & Joy Giffi  ng-Cruces Trophy
Holly Jones-Webb-HHFHH Chair
Leonard Jimenez– HHFHH Creative 

Director
Virginia Martinez-HHFHH 
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Katy Petermeier-HHFHH 
 Salon Liaison
HHFHH COMMITTEE: 
Marci Dickerson 
Janet Acosta 
Roberta Flores 
VOLUNTEERS:
Courtney Horner
Sydney Sanchez
Aussy Levi
Becky Horner
Ruth Trevizo
Marty Lucero
Stephany Trego
MHS Lady Trojan 
 Basketball Team
The Liars
 Rachel Martinez – vocals
 Oliver Charity – vocals
 Scott Guthrie – lead guitar
 Jason Reed – bass guitar
 Dru Hubbard – drums
Groove Factory
 Maggie Garcia – vocals
 David Jaramillo – lead guitar
 Henry Jasso – bass guitar
 Frank Chacon – piano
 Ron Leone – trumpet

 Jaime Fee – saxaphone/fl ute
 Mike Otero – trombone
 Oscar Padilla – drums
 Marcos Cadena - percussion
LMS Spirit Team
 Jason Bloomer-Coach, 
 Unidentifi ed Dancers, 
 Jermey Edmonson
 Choreographer/Dancer
LCHS Marching Band
 Jordan Sayre-Director, 
 Naomi Ramirez, drum major
 Valerie Trujillo, 
 LCHS CREW,  
Jesse Cayhill-Adams, producer

TABLE SPONSORS:
Pioneer Bank
First National Rio Grande
Full Bloom Pediatrics LLC
Allen Theatres
Studio 037 Salon
Rehabilitation Hospital of SNM
Prestige Development Group
PTS Offi  ce Systems
Margarita & Doug Eddings
Eva Soto
Verde Logistics
Tad & Leslie Benda
Colleen Runyan
PrimeTime Fitness
Aggie Diamond Club
Binns Construction LTD
Castle and Cooke Mortgage
Clinic for Infectious Disease
Sisbarro Auto Dealerships
Beasley, Mitchell and Co.
Dickerson Group
Berkshire Hathaway 
 Home Services

9TH ANNUAL

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:
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Baptist

Baha'i Faith

New Thought

Methodist

Presbyterian

Pentecostal

Lutheran

Messianic

Episcopal

WORSHIP 
SERVICES

Call 524-8061
To Be Included

Call 524-8061
To Be Included

Call 524-8061
To Be Included

Jewish

Non Denominational

Anglican

7975 Doña Ana Rd., Las Cruces
www.stmarysathill.com

SUNDAYS
9:00 am – Holy Communion

10:15 am – Coffee & Bible Study 
2nd & 4th SATURDAYS

5:00 pm – Prayer followed by 
Vespers and Fellowship

Services begin January 2.
1st & 3rd SUNDAYS

9:00 AM – Morning Prayer
(Eucharist from reserve Sacrament)
10:15 – Coffee & Vestry Meeting

Father Yossi Sarid - (575) 649-5625
Father John Price - (575) 740-0369

“A traditional Church using 
1928 book of common Prayer”

St. Mary’s at Hill
Anglican Church

The Historic Little Stone Church

The Baha’i Information
& Reading Center

All faiths welcome
Interspiritual Devotional
Sundays 10:30 to 11 a.m.
Adult Spiritual Discussion

11 a.m. to Noon
Book Club

Wednesday, 6 p.m.
Please call for more info.

“All the prophets of God
proclaim the same Faith”

525 E. Lohman
575.522.0467

www.stjameslascruces.org

Biblically Biblically 
Orthodox Traditional Orthodox Traditional 

Anglican WorshipAnglican Worship

102 St. James Avenue • 526-2389
Corner of University & S. Main

Sunday: 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday: 10 a.m.

Join us at
134 S. Main St. (Griggs & Main)

Service Sat. 1PM
Bible Study Sat 4PM

Walk a Judaic walk with 
Messiah Yeshua (Jesus).
Everyone is welcome!

866-874-7250
etz-chayim.org

What does it mean to be
Judaic?

4301 Bataan Memorial W. Hwy 70
Las Cruces, NM 88012

575-993-1289

Simply Teaching the Bible Simply

www.calvarychapelthreecrosses.com
Watch Live or Archived teaching videos

http://new.livestream.com/accounts/5421822/cc3c

Calvary Chapel Three Crosses

Find Hope
Find Truth

Service Times
Sun 9 & 11 am
Wed 7:00 pm

CALVARY
CHRISTIAN
CENTER

We are fundamental by belief, 
Pentecostal by experience. If you are 
looking for enthusiastic worship and 

uncompromised preaching of the Word of 
God, we invite you to come worship. 

All are welcome. 

Pastor Mark Jordan 

Worship services 10:30 a.m. 

Sundays at 4211 Elks Drive.

For more information, call 575-640-1822

Southern New Mexico
Church of God

Sabbath Services
Interactive 
Bible Study

Saturdays 1 p.m.
1701 E. Missouri

Hear us Sunday mornings
8 a.m. on 1450 AM KOBE

See us Sunday mornings
10:30 a.m. on Comcast 

Cable Channel 98
We observe all of 

God’s Holy Days and 
accept Jesus Christ 

as our savior.

650-7359
Confidential private counseling

also available.

Morning Star
United Methodist  Church

Where mercy triumphs
over judgement.

Blended Worship - 8:15 a.m.
 Contemporary Worship - 9:45 a.m. 

Traditional Worship - 11:15 a.m.
 

 

Rev. Travis Bennett

521-3770
2941 Morning Star Dr. at Roadrunner Pkwy

Please call for information about our 
Ministries, Sunday Schools and Small Groups 

or visit our web site: www.morningstarumc.org

Rev. Eduardo Rivera, Senior Pastor

www.lascrucesmethodistchurch.com

Traditional Worship 8:15 a.m.

Unplugged Contemporary Worship 9:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship 10:45 a.m.

225 W. Griggs Ave.
Downtown on the corner of

Alameda & Griggs • 526-6689 for information

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Journey Discipleship & Bible Study 
Wednesday 6-7 • All Welcome

Where everyone is welcome.
Donde todos son bienvenidos.

300 N. Campo 
575-524-1230 
575-652-1188
nemadean@outlook.com
P.O. Box 2842
Las Cruces, NM 88004

United Methodist
Church

“Come and see...”
“Venga y vea...”

Rev. Nema Rivers-LeCuyer

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH 

Faith and Fellowship 

Worship:  8:45 am

Sunday School:  9 am

Traditional Worship 

Service: 10:30
 English, Spanish, and Korean congregations

200 E. Boutz Road, Las Cruces

www.fpc.lc

(575) 526-5559Friday Services vary, please check
our website for this week’s time

Shabbat Morning Services
at 10:15 am

WWW.TBELC.ORG

3980 SONOMA SPRINGS AVE.
575-524-3380

Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol
Member of Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE BETH-EL

OF LAS CRUCES

OURS IS A DIVERSE AND GROWING
JEWISH COMMUNITY

ST. ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

Rector: The Rev. Canon 
Scott A. Ruthven

Weekday Services
Tuesday - 9:30 AM - Morning Prayer
Thursday - Noon - Holy Eucharist

non

Sunday Services

8:30 AM - Rite 1
10:30 AM - Rite 2

518 N. Alameda Blvd. 
526-6333

www.SaintAndrewsLC.org

“Digging deep 
wells so others 
may drink.”

www.fb clascruces.com

106 South Miranda
Downtown Las Cruces

524-3691

SUNDAY
Bible Study 9 & 10:45 am
Morning Worship 9 & 10:45 am

WEDNESDAY
Students & Youth 6:00 pm
Adult Connections 6:15 pm

CHILD CARE AVAILABLE

Pastor: Rev. Pam Rowley 

Sunday Worship Services
Traditional — 8:30 a.m. 
Informal  —  11:00 a.m.

Classes for all — 9:45 a.m.

4 blocks north of NMSU
2000 S. Locust  
(575) 522–8220

www.UUMCLasCruces.org

www.riveroflifeupc.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday School at 10am

Sunday Morning Worship
Service at 11am

Wednesday Bible Study at 7pm
1880 N. Solano

Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-405-4269

Catholic - Independent

Disciples of Christ/ 
United Church of Christ

Catholic - Roman

Christian

Holy Family American 
National Catholic Church

A Catholic Community Where All Are Welcome

Mass
Saturday 5:30 pm
Sunday 10:30 am
Morning  Prayer
Tue.-Fri. 9 am 
Evening Prayer

Tue.-Fri. 5:15 pm
Clergy: Frs. Jim Lehman

& Louie Amezaga 
575-644-5025

702 Parker Road • Las Cruces, NM 88005
www.holyfamilyancc.com

Service Times

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIOCESE OF LAS CRUCES

VIEW ALL LISTINGS OF 
CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

ON OUR WEBSITE

WWW.DIOCESEOFLASCRUCES.ORG

Sunday:
Service & Sunday School

10 a.m.
Wednesday:

Testimonies 7 p.m.

325 West Mountain Ave.
Las Cruces, NM

575-523-5063

All are WELCOME!

First
Church of 

Christ, Scientist

Th e NEW
One Way

Life Center
Ministers Ralph & Norma Molina

Engl. Worship Sun. 11 a.m.
Bible Study Wed. 7 p.m.

916 Chaparro
Las Cruces

575-233-2413
Full Gospel • Christ Centered

Everyone Welcome

Disciples of Christ and
United Church of Christ

FIRST
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

An Open and Affirming Church
working in our Community for 
Civil, Human and Religious 

Rights in the name of 
Jesus the Christ.

1809 El Paseo     524-3245

Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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Calvary Baptist presents 
light shows

Calvary Baptist Church celebrates the 
Christmas season with a light show pro-
gram set to music on Friday, Dec. 18, 
Saturday, Dec. 19 and Sunday, Dec. 20. 
Four showings will take place each night 
at 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30 p.m. There are cook-
ies and hot chocolate during the shows. 
Cars park on the south side of  the 
church and visitors walk to the north 
side. For information, call 522-7900.

Community Christmas carol 
sing-along set for Dec. 19

The Las Cruces Chapter of  the Amer-
ican Guild of  Organists and Peace Lu-
theran Church present a sing-along at 3 
p.m. at Peace Lutheran Church, 1701 E. 
Missouri Ave. All ages welcome. Free. It 
will be about an hour in length so per-
haps people would like to take a break 
from the rush of  last minute Christmas 

preparations to come join in the singing 
of  carols reflecting the reason for the 
season. There will be hot cider and bis-
cochitos available. For information, call 
523-5229.

Advent Journey at University 
United Methodist Church

“Advent Journey” is UUMC’s gift to 
the community on Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 19 and 20 from 5-8 p.m. During 
the half-hour journey, first-century 
Judea comes alive as visitors walk 
through a series of  scenes depicting the 
Nativity story. A cast of  over 100 cos-
tumed characters of  all ages, a busy 
marketplace and tours are free to visi-
tors. For information, contact the 
church office at 522-8220.

Peace Lutheran holiday events

Children and youth at Peace Lutheran 
will be leading worship with their pag-
eant Jesus’ Family Tree on Sunday, Dec. 
20 at 9 a.m.

On Tuesday, Dec. 22 at 6 p.m. Peace 

Lutheran will host a “Longest Night” 
Service. The service of  the Longest 
Night occurs on the winter solstice 
when night is the longest of  the year. 
The service of  The Longest Night be-
comes a metaphor for people who find 
themselves alone for the first time or 
those fighting depression. Peace Luther-
an is committed to reminding all people 
that they are not alone. We worship to-
gether this night to provide, hope, 
strength, and community.    

Peace Lutheran offers three opportu-
nities to celebrate the Incarnation of  
Christ. On Christmas Eve there will be a 
4 p.m. service (a family-friendly service) 
and a 7 p.m. candlelight service. Addi-
tionally, there will be a service on 
Christmas Day at 10 a.m. For more in-
formation, please call 522-7119.

Temple Beth-El Shabbats 
and services

Friday, Dec.  18, 7:20 p.m. Welcoming 
Shabbat; 7:30 pm Shabbat evening ser-
vice. Rabbi Karol will speak on “We Can 

Work It Out.” 
Saturday, Dec. 19, 9:00 a.m. Talmud 

Study; 10:15 a.m. Shabbat morning ser-
vice and potluck Kiddush.

Friday, Dec. 25; 7:20 p.m. Welcoming 
Shabbat; 7:30 p.m. Shabbat service for 
Renewal of  Spirit featuring special 
music and prayers for healing within 
our Shabbat liturgy. 

Saturday, Dec. 26, 9:00 a.m. Talmud 
Study; 10:15 a.m. Shabbat morning ser-
vice and potluck. 

For information, call 524-3380.

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 
hosts special services

Do you hear what I hear? Cut through 
the static and noise by joining us at 
Cross of  Christ Lutheran Church, 2540 
El Paseo Roa for a children’s service on 
Sunday, Dec. 20 at 10 a.m., come on 
Christmas Eve for a candlelight service 
at 6:30 p.m., or spend the 25th at our 
Christmas Day song service at 11 a.m. 
For more information, call 649-5458 or 
visit our website at crossofchrist.org.

RELIGION LISTINGS

COURTESY PHOTOS
Members of the University United Methodist Church production of the Advent Journey en-
tertain visitors during the holiday event. Half-hour tours and a marketplace are free to 
participants from 5-8 p.m. on Dec. 19 and 20. 

Advent Journey at University 
United Methodist Church

Motorists driving past 
University United Meth-
odist Church at 2000 S. 
Locust St. between 5 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. on Dec. 19 and 
20 may slow down when 
they see a flock of  sheep 
and angel choir out on 
the church lawn. 

While the choir and 
sheep are important 
parts of  the church’s tra-
ditional “Advent Jour-
ney” gift to the communi-
ty, they also offer every-
one an invitation to stop 
and enjoy this free pre-
sentation. 

During the half-hour 
journey, first-century 
Judea comes alive as vis-

itors walk through a se-
ries of  scenes depicting 
the Nativity story. 

Laura Wells and Melly 
Locke, Advent Journey 
directors, have assem-
bled a cast of  over 100 
costumed characters of  
all ages. 

A busy marketplace 
with artisans such as pot-
ters, woodworkers, spice 
and silk merchants, and 
beadmakers greet visi-
tors with hands-on activ-
ities as they wait to begin 
the Journey. 

In the marketplace, vis-
itors sign up to be part of  
groups, or tribes, who 
enjoy vignettes from the 

gospel story together. 
Tours leave every five 
minutes and last approxi-
mately half  an hour. 

Among the vignettes 
are the Annunciation, 
with Mary and the Angel 
Gabriel; Mary’s visit to 
her cousin Elizabeth; re-
freshments in the inn; a 
visit with the shepherds 
and their sheep; closing 
with a live Nativity scene 
in the church sanctuary. 
Admission to the Jour-
ney is free, and visitors 
may see it as many times 
as they wish. 

All are welcome! For 
information, contact the 
church office at 522-8220.

Temple Beth-El donates to Habitat for Humanity
Partial proceeds from Temple 

Beth-El’s third annual Matzo 
Ball Open golf  tournament 
benefitted Mesilla Valley Habi-
tat for Humanity. 

Over $1,000 was raised from 

the event. Members of  the 
Board of  Trustees presented 
MVHFH with a check at the 
Habitat office. 

According to “Adelante,” the 
Beth-El monthly newsletter, 

the 3rd annual golf  tourna-
ment hosted 18 teams at Pica-
cho Hills Country Club on Oct. 
25.

“We are truly grateful for the 
generosity and support of  our 

community, this was a very 
successful event,” stated Maria 
Vasquez, executive director of  
Mesilla Valley Habitat for Hu-
manity.  

The funds will go towards 

construction costs, enabling 
Habitat to complete 4 more 
homes this build season. Tem-
ple Beth-El is located at 3980 
Sonoma Springs Ave. and can 
be reached at 524-3380.
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575.649.8193 • 575.382.5824 
www.merazpainting.com

Call for FREE Estimates

10-year 10-year Guarantee
Guarantee

MERAZ PAINTING INC.
ELASTOMERIC STUCCO COATING
ELASTOMERIC ROOF COATING

SPECIAL STAIN & EPOXY CONCRETE COATING

5% off
when you
mention
this ad!

With the winter holi-
days right around the cor-
ner, New Mexico State 
Fire Marshal John Stande-
fer reminds New Mexi-
cans that holiday decora-
tions, Christmas trees, 
candles and cooking all 
contribute to an increased 
number of  home fires 
during the month of De-
cember, making it one of  
the leading months for 
home fires nationwide.

“When you’re decking 
the halls this year, make 
sure to keep fire safety in 
mind,” Fire Marshal Stan-
defer stated.

That’s also the main 
message behind Project 
Holiday, the National Fire 
Protection Association’s 
annual holiday fire safety 
campaign, which works to 
educate the public about 
the increased risk of home 
fires during the holiday 
season.

When decking the halls 
this holiday season, follow 
the NFPA’s simple safety 
tips to help keep you, your 
family and friends safer 
from fire.

“The holidays carry a 
host of traditions and fes-
tivities that people look 
forward to all year,” said 
Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s 
vice president for Out-
reach and Advocacy. “Un-
fortunately, many of these 
activities carry hidden 
dangers that present po-
tential fire hazards.”

Consider these facts:
• Holiday Cooking: 

While cooking fires are the 
leading cause of U.S. home 
fires and injuries year-
round, Christmas Day and 
Christmas Eve ranked sec-
ond and third (after 
Thanksgiving) as the lead-
ing days for home cooking 
fires. On Christmas Day 
2013, there was a 58 per-
cent increase in the num-

ber of home cooking fires 
than on a typical day, and 
a 54 percent increase on 
Christmas Eve. Do not 
leave food on the stove un-
attended.

• Christmas Trees: 
Christmas tree fires are 
not common, but when 
they do occur, they’re 
much more likely to be 
deadly when compared to 
most other fires. One of  
every 31 reported home 
Christmas tree fires re-
sults in a death each year, 
compared to an annual av-

erage of one death per 144 
total reported home fires.

• Candles: December is 
the peak time of year for 
home candle fires. The top 
four days for home candle 
fires are New Year’s Day, 
Christmas, New Year’s 
Eve and Christmas Eve. In 
December, 11 percent of  
home candle fires began 
with decorations, com-
pared to four percent the 
rest of the year. More than 
half (56 percent) of home 
candle fires occur when 
something that can catch 

on fire is too close to the 
candle.

• Holiday Decorations: 
Between 2009 and 2013, 
U.S. fire departments re-
sponded to an annual av-
erage of  860 home fires 
that began with decora-
tions (excluding Christ-
mas trees). These fires 
caused an annual average 
of one civilian death, 41 
injuries and $13.4 million 
in direct property damage. 
One fifth (20 percent) of  
the decoration fires start-
ed in the kitchen; and one 

out of  six (17 percent) 
started in the living room, 
family room or den.

• Decorative Lights: In-
spect light strings and 
throw out any with frayed 
or cracked wires or bro-
ken sockets. When deco-
rating, don’t run more 
than three strings of lights 
end to end. Extension 
cords should be in good 
condition and UL-rated for 
indoor or outdoor use. 
Check outdoor receptacles 
to make sure the ground 
fault interrupters don’t 
trip. If  they trip repeated-
ly, that’s a sign that they 
need to be replaced. When 
hanging lights outside, 
avoid using nails or sta-
ples, which can damage 
the wiring and increase 
the risk of a fire. Instead, 
use UL-rated clips or hang-
ers.

• Fireplaces: Soot can 
harden on chimney walls 
as flammable creosote, so 
before the fireplace season 
begins, have your chimney 
inspected to see if  it needs 
cleaning. Screen the fire-
place to prevent embers 
from popping out onto the 
floor or carpet, and never 
use flammable liquids to 
start a fire in the fireplace. 
When cleaning out the 
fireplace, put embers in a 
metal container and set 
them outside to cool for 24 
hours before disposal.

“A heat source too close 

to the tree causes roughly 
one in every four Christ-
mas tree fires,” Fire Mar-
shal Standefer added. 
“One of every three home 
Christmas tree fires is 
caused by electrical prob-
lems. Be sure to unplug 
Christmas lights on the 
tree when you are out of  
the room, and ensure that 
your Christmas tree is 
properly hydrated. A dry 
tree can be engulfed in 
flames in less than 30 sec-
onds.”

“Fortunately, with some 
added awareness and by 
taking some simple safety 
precautions, people can 
ensure a safe and festive 
holiday season,” said 
Carli. “That’s what Project 
Holiday is all about.”

Project Holiday offers a 
host of  online tips and 
resources for consumers, 
along with tools and re-
sources for local fire de-
partments to promote the 
campaign and its safety 
messages in their com-
munities. For additional 
holiday fire safety infor-
mation, visit http://www.
nfpa.org/safety-informa-
tion/for-consumers/sea-
s o n a l / w i n t e r - h o l i -
day-safety.

“We at the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office wish all 
New Mexicans a very safe 
and happy holiday sea-
son,” Fire Marshal Stan-
defer concluded.

Keep fire safety in mind this holiday season
December is one of the leading months for U.S. home fires
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By Susie Ouderkirk
The Las Cruces Bulletin

You’ve probably heard of  the 
Chihuahuan Desert Nature 
Park here in Las Cruces. You 
may not know exactly where it 
is, or what it is, but you know 
it’s out there and has something 
to do with the desert. But have 
you heard of  Asombro Institute 
for Science Education? Maybe 
not. 

Surprise! They are one and 
the same. And they both cele-
brated a 25-year anniversary in 
2015. Who knew? Well, the 
210,000 student visitors who 
have enjoyed the Park will 
never forget their experience 
there.

This vibrant and educational 
institution, Asombro, which 
means “wonder” in Spanish, is 
a Las Cruces treasure in many 
ways. First and foremost it 
serves as an educational facility 
for students of  all ages, teach-
ers, and the general public. One 
goal of  the Institute is to pro-
vide “quality, hands-on science 
education to southern New 
Mexico students.” And boy, has 
it ever.

In addition to reaching every 
seventh grader in the Las Cru-
ces public schools, Asomobro 
hosted over 17,813 young learn-
ers this year alone. Through 
classroom participation and 
workshops, nearly six hundred 
teachers were involved with the 
Institute in 2015 as well. Asom-
bro programs have been recog-
nized at the local, state and na-
tional levels, and are considered 
a role model for other educa-
tional outreach programs. 

According to Director Dr. 
Stephanie Bestelmeyer, “The 
Asombro Institute for Science 
Education was awarded the 
New Mexico Governor’s Award 
for Environmental Excellence 

this year.”  
In addition, two successful 

events illustrated the diversity 
of  the Institute’s programs. 
“More than 100 students partic-
ipated in our fourth Desert Data 
Jam competition in the spring,” 
Bestelmeyer said. “This unique 
project challenges students to 
improve their data literacy by 
using existing ecological data-
sets collected in this area to de-
sign creative projects that com-
municate the trends in the data 
to nonscientists. Students were 
amazingly creative; they sub-
mitted songs, poems, physical 
models, games, and infograph-
ics to represent data about the 
desert.”

The Data Jam has been so 
successful that it is now being 
duplicated by science educators 
in New York, Maryland, Flori-
da, Oregon, and Puerto Rico. 

Some of  the engaging pro-
grams available at the Park are 
named to encourage curiosity. 
“Creepy Crawly Critters of  the 
Desert Southwest” appeals to 
the brave, while the “Desert 
Scavenger Hunt” is sure to en-
tice the adventuresome. “Grow-
ing up Arid” is an introduction 
to desert plants, and the “Desert 

Discovery Trail Walk” is just 
what it sounds like: a hands-on 
(or should it be “feet-on”?) ex-
ploration of  the Chihuahuan 
desert.

For 25 years, the 935-acre Chi-
huahuan Desert Nature Park, 
located six and a half  miles 
north of  Highway 70 (from the 
intersection at Onate High 
School), has hosted learners of  
all shapes and sizes as they un-
ravel some of  the mysteries of  
the desert. Because the desert is 
so enigmatic, even natives of  
southern New Mexico will learn 
new things while visiting the 
Park.

“We have five staff  members 
who all have a passion for sci-
ence and science education,” 
Bestelmeyer explained. “We are 
trained scientists and educa-
tors, with a Ph.D, Masters De-
grees, and Bachelor’s degrees in 
wildlife biology, forestry, envi-
ronmental conservation, and 
education. We all consider our-
selves so lucky to have found a 
way to combine our talents and 
training to help improve sci-
ence literacy for students in our 
region.”

One question posed on the 
Asombro website is, “Does creo-
sote bush smell like rain or is it 
the other way around?” This is 
actually something I’ve always 
wondered about. The knowl-
edgeable staff  is more than 
ready to answer these kinds of  
questions, as well as pose others 
you didn’t even know you want-
ed to ask.

Bestelmeyer is quick to extol 
the virtues of  the Nature Park’s 
volunteers. “More than 100 peo-
ple contribute their time and 
talents to assist us with every-
thing. Our volunteer Board of  
Directors plays an active part in 
setting our annual goals, devel-
oping policies, and raising funds 

to help Asombro succeed. Other 
volunteers assist us with hands-
on education programs in class-
rooms and on field trips and 
public events like the Desert 
Dash.

“Many scientists from the 
USDA/ARS Jornada Experi-
mental Range and NMSU vol-
unteer their time to help us 
make sure we bring the most 
up-to-date science directly to 
students,” she continued. “Still 
other volunteers get together 
monthly to do the behind-the-
scenes work preparing educa-
tion materials that we use in 
programs. I’m admittedly bi-
ased, but I think Asombro vol-
unteers are the most talented, 
generous people in our commu-
nity!”

Looking into the future, 
Bestelmeyer explained the In-
stitute’s focus for 2016. “Our 
primary goal is to make sure 
that we continue to offer quality 
science education programs 
that help people of  all ages learn 
about science and especially 
about the amazing desert we 
are lucky enough to call home.”

They just completed strategic 
planning for 2016, and are work-
ing on a great lineup of  activi-
ties that include some of  the 
most popular programs, such 
as Desert Stories, Stepping Out 
for Science Inquiry, the Butter-
fly Flutterby and the Desert 
Dash. 

“We just hosted our third an-
nual Desert Dash 5K, 10K, half  
marathon, and children’s 1-mile 
trail race last month. We had 
the largest number of  runners 
ever – more than 300. It was 
great to see so many people out 
enjoying the trails at the Nature 
Park in such a family-friendly 
fundraising event,” 

“In addition, we’re excited to 
develop new activities to help 

students understand data and 
to incorporate even more read-
ing and math standards into 
our programs. We’ll also host a 
new series of  public events 
called Taking Flight this spring 
to help people of  all ages learn 
about plants, insects, birds, and 
bats of  the desert.”

Because the Institute is a non-
profit educational organization, 
it relies on grants and dona-
tions to survive. Justin Van Zee, 
president of  the Asombro board 
of  directors, writes that “In the 
past, over 90 percent of…contri-
butions have directly supported 
our educational programs.”

It’s no secret that in New 
Mexico, education is a strug-
gling institution. Politicians 
from both camps, in addition to 
business leaders, educators, 
and the general public all agree 
that the education of  our citi-
zens—both children and 
adults—is critical to the state’s 
success. 

Bestelmeyer addresses this 
issue with a request: “Investing 
your time and treasure to Asom-
bro and becoming either a vol-
unteer or donor means that we 
can work together to increase 
students’ science literacy and 
understanding of  our desert re-
gion. Support from individuals 
and businesses in the Las Cru-
ces region will help ensure that 
thousands more children get to 
experience the wonder of  sci-
ence in their classrooms and at 
the Chihuahuan Desert Nature 
Park for years to come.”

So, what’s the answer to the 
question about that distinctly 
New Mexican aroma that fills 
the air after a rain storm? 
Bestelmeyer clarified, “The 
characteristic smell that we get 
after a rain in the desert comes 
from the creosote bush.” Now 
you know.

Asombro Institute a ‘wonder’ in more ways than one

My Kids Café is a “totally kid 
friendly” coffee house that enter-
tains both children and adults. The 
4,000-square-foot facility, 532 N. 
Telshor, H., promotes active, hands-
on play and aims to provide parents 
and the community a place of  com-

fort and relaxation. 
This full-service coffee house of-

fers age-appropriate play areas for 
children birth to 9. Café rules require 
no shoes (adults, too) but definitely 
socks.

Monthly calendar events and spe-

cials can be viewed online at Mykid-
scafefun.com. 

Create a Stuffable Friend will be 
held  Friday, Dec. 18, from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Pick a friend, stuff  him, name 
him, make a wish and take him home. 
Admission is $10 or $6.50 with a 

canned good donation. Free for par-
ents and children over 12.

Our Elsa will be at the Café on Sun-
day, Dec. 20, from 1 to 3 p.m. for open 
play. The theme is snowflakes with 
cookie decorating and Olaf  crafts. 

For information, call 449-4161.

My Kids Café (socks required) schedules holiday activities

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Asmobro Institute is located 
at the Chihuahuan Desert Nature 
Park where students can learn all 
about the wonders of the desert, 
even the creepy, crawly ones.
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By Susie Ouderkirk
The Las Cruces Bulletin

On Dec. 5, a candlelight vigil 
took place at St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church led by Pas-
tor Eddie Rivera of  St. Paul’s 
and Magistrate Judge Conrad 
Perea. During the vigil, several 
dozen participants walked 
from Alma d’arte Charter 
School to Pioneer Park holding 
candles and balloons to be re-
leased in a show of  remem-
brance of  nearly 100 area peo-
ple victimized by DWI or homi-
cide over the years. The pro-
cession headed back to St. 
Paul’s for a reception dinner, a 
candle ceremony and a remem-
brance video. The vigil demon-
strated hope for changes in the 
future to eliminate deaths due 
to driving while intoxicated or 
murder. It was a collaboration 
between the Las Cruces Police 
Department-Victim Assistance 
Unit, the Las Cruces Police De-
partment, the Doña Ana Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and the Me-
silla Valley DWI Resource Cen-
ter.

The LCPD Victim Assis-
tance Unit was started in 1993 
after receiving federal grant 
funding from the Victims of  
Crime Act (VOCA). Through 
the years, law enforcement 
agencies have become active-
ly aware of  the need to have 
Victim Advocates available to 
assist victims with direct ser-
vices. This allows the officers 
and detectives the time need-

ed to devote to their case in-
vestigations.

The Las Cruces unit was the 
first police-based victim assis-
tance program in the State of  
New Mexico, explained Judith 
Baca, program coordinator. 
“At that time we were consid-
ered a pilot program, until 
1997, when we became a model 
for the state and were then 
absorbed into the police de-
partment as city employees. 
Since we are a municipality, 
our jurisdiction of  services 
lies within the city limits and 
we provide direct services to 
victims of  violent crimes.”

Baca has overseen the pro-
gram since 2011 and is very 
proud of  how far it has come 

in expanding awareness about 
services within the communi-
ty and its external collabora-
tion with other agencies.  

“I am very proud to say that 
we work very well with our 
partnered agencies and have 
the same common goal: to pro-
vide the best services that we 
possibly can to the victims 
that we serve,” she said.

The mission of  the Las Cru-
ces Police Department Vic-
tims’ Assistance Unit is to pro-
vide the community residents 
with: an array of  comprehen-
sive services as needed; col-
laboration with other commu-
nity agencies; crisis interven-
tion at the time of  the occur-
rence, financial assistance 

through the New Mexico 
Crime Victim’s Reparation 
Commission; and guidance 
through the steps of  the crim-
inal justice system. 

Because the unit is part of  
the local government, they are 
prohibited from soliciting for 
financial assistance, but Baca 
points out that if  people want to 
help out, she suggests donating 
gently used stuffed animals, 
which officers carry in their 
vehicles to give to children at 
the scene of  a call or who come 
in to the police station.

“We also have a volunteer 
program known as the Crisis 
Intervention Response Team 
(CIRT) that consists of  volun-
teers from the community,” 

Baca said.  The Crime Victim 
Advocates are required to be 
on-call 24/7 and the CIRT vol-
unteers help out by being 
available for on-call duty on 
the weekends. They also par-
ticipate and assist us with 
community outreach events.”

Partnering with CIRT and 
the law enforcement agencies 
is the Mesilla Valley DWI Re-
source Center, which works to 
reduce DWI incidents by col-
laborating with the courts and 
providing a Victim Impact 
Panel for first time offenders. 
According to the DWI Re-
source Center’s website, one 
of  the hopes of  the organiza-
tion is that by hearing about 
victim speakers’ experiences 
since the injury or fatality of  a 
loved one, offenders will make 
better choices before drink-
ing, having a designated sober 
driver, stay where they are 
partying, or not drink at all. 
Educational topics include un-
derage drinking, ways to re-
duce the number of  young 
people engaged in this danger-
ous activity, as well as provide 
positive role models. The Re-
source Center can be reached 
at 527-3479.

A CIRT training for interest-
ed volunteers is planned for 
the spring of  2016, the dates 
for which will be posted on the 
LCPD website, Facebook and 
Twitter. 

Baca added that the Doña 
Ana County Sheriff’s Office 
also has a Victim Assistance 
Unit that covers and provides 
services for victims within the 
county.  The LCPD Victim As-
sistance Unit phone number is 
528-4111 and the DACS phone 
number is 525-8879.

Special unit serves those victimized by crime

 PHOTO BY CHRIS BELARDE
An altar for victims of DWI or homicide is lit with candles during a special vigil which included a procession 
and a dinner.
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10 Pin Alley 

Washington Federal

1st NM Bank

Abraham's @ Las Cruces 
Tower

Albertsons

Allied Alarm 

Alt Recovery

Andele Restaurant 

Arbors Of Del Rey

Aristocrat Assisted Living 
Center

Ashley Furniture

Bank ‘34

Bank Of America

First National Rio Grande 
Downtown

Baquera Jewelry

Barnes & Noble Mesilla 
Valley Mall

Barnett Harley Davidson 

Benavidez Rec. Center

Better Life Pet Foods

Borman - Honda

Borman Ford

Borman Used Cars Select

Branigan Library 

Bravo Chevrolet

Burger Nook

Burger Time (most 
locations)

Cattle Baron

Celebrate

Century Bank

Las Cruces Chamber of 
Commerce 

Chilito's

Citizens Bank 
(some locations)

City Hall 

Club Fitness

COAS Bookstore 

Color My World

Comfort Inn 

Community Foundation 
of SNM

Da Vita Dialysis

DACC East Mesa

Denny’s Downtown 

District Court

Doña Ana County Govt. 
Center

Dream Catchers Inn

Dunkin Donuts

El Paso Electric 

El Sombrero

Encantada Park

Exit Realty 

Family Health Center

Farley's 

Fiesta Bakery 

First American Bank 

First Light FCU

First light Federal Credit 
Union 

Foothills Medical Center

Frank Papen Community 
Center

Fresenius Dialysis

Good Sam Building A

Good Sam Building E

Good Sam Gift Shop

Good Sam Health Care 
Center 

Gym Magic

Hacienda RV Park

Hampton Inn & Suites

Happy Dog

Hilton Garden Inn 

Holiday Inn Express

Holy Cross Church

Hotel Encanto

IHOP

International Delights

ITS Quest

La Posta 

Las Cruces Biologicals

Las Cruces Museum of Art

Las Cruces Toyota

Las Cruces Vet Center

LC Convention & Visitors 
Center

LC Pet Image

Las Cruces Association of 
Realtors

LCDF Medical And 
Dental Services

Le Rendezvous

Lohman Atrium Suites

Lorenzo's (Pan Am)

Lowe's Grocery 

Main Street Bistro

Mark Mumper Munson Sr. 
Center

McDonalds 
(most locations)

Meerscheidt Rec. Center

Memorial Medical Center

Mesilla Valley Hospice 

Mesilla Valley Kitchen

Metropolitan Deli

Milagro Coffee y 
Espresso

Millennium Health & 
Wellness

Mira Vista Apts

Montana Meadows

Montana Senior Center

Moonbow

Moongate Café

Moongate Water Co. 

Mountain View Market

Mountain View Urgent Care

Murphy Express

Museum of Nature and 
Science 

NM Cardiac Care 

NM Dept. Of Workforce 
Solutions

NM Farm and Ranch 
Museum

Nopalito's Restaurant

Old Town Restaurant

Organ General Store

Pic Quik (most locations)

Picacho Butterfi eld 1 & 2

Picacho Hills Country 
Club

Pioneer Bank

Porter Chevron (Chucky's)

Positive Energy Solutions

Ramada Palms 

Red Brick Pizza

Remax

Rene Gutierrez (District 
Offi ce)

Renoo

Restore

Rio Grand Theatre 

Roberto's 

Rosie's Café

Safe Haven 

Sage Café 

Sagecrest Nursing Home 

Save Mart

Shorty's Hwy 28 

Si Señor

Siesta RV

Sisbarro Administration 
Offi ce

Sisbarro New & Used 
Cars

Sonoma Ranch 
Apartments

Southwest Sport & Spine

Starbucks

State Farm - Mike 
Apodaca

TA Truck Stop

The Casitas at 
Morningstar

The Shed

Tiffany's

Toucan Market

Trails West 

US Bank

Valero 

Value Place Hotel

Vascular Diagnostic

Village At Northrise 

Village Inn

Walgreen’s

White Sands Federal 
Credit Union

White Sands Missile 
Range Commisary

White Sands Missile 
Range PX

NMSU Milton Hall

NMSU O'Donnell Hall

NMSU Pan Am Center

Permit Offi ce

Roberts Hall 

Zuhl Library

New Mexico State University

NMSU Golf Course / Pro 
Shop

NMSU Activity Center

NMSU Anderson Hall 

NMSU Branson Library 

NMSU Business Complex

NMSU Computer Center

NMSU Corbett Center

NMSU DACC

NMSU Express

NMSU Fulton Center

NMSU Gerald Thomas

NMSU Milton Hall

NMSU O'Donnell Hall

NMSU Pan Am Center

Permit Offi ce

Roberts Hall 

Zuhl Library

Available at hundreds of 
Single Copy locations throughout 

the Greater Las Cruces area.The community newspaper for Las Cruces, NM
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If you haven’t finished gift shopping for the upcoming 
holidays, you’re most likely in panic mode. Take a deep 
breath. It’s still early enough to consider homemade 
gifts that are not only easy to make but also edible. More 
importantly, you’ll save dollars and avoid the last min-
ute shopping mall crowds and long lines. There is a 
plethora of tasty gift giving recipe ideas in books and on 
blogs but to save time, I share some of my favorites. A 
perk is that most of the recipes have few ingredients. In 
fact you may already have them on hand. If not, make a 
list (check it twice!) and head to your nearest grocery 
store. Happy Holidays!

Cayenne Hot Cocoa Mix 
Yield: 5 ½ cups dry mix

2 cups powdered sugar
1 cup cocoa (Dutch-processed preferably)
2 ½ cups powdered milk
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons cornstarch
In a large bowl, combine all ingredients and whisk 

until evenly incorporated. 
Pour hot cocoa mix into an airtight container such as 

a one-pint jar. Using a ribbon, tie a note card to the jar 
with the following recipe: Fill a mug half full with the 
hot cocoa mix and pour in hot water or milk (for a rich-
er taste). Stir to combine. 

Spicy Hot Apple Cider Mix 
Serves 5

Stir into hot apple juice or red wine for a delicious and 
warming holiday drink!

4 cups sugar
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon or more cayenne powder
2 teaspoons ground nutmeg
2 teaspoons ground cloves
Mix all ingredients in a large bowl and fill into indi-

vidual airtight jars.
Recipe: Start with 1 tablespoon per quart of juice but 

adjust to taste. (Adapted from savorynothings.com)

Dark Chile Chocolate Rum Truffl  es 
Yield: 24 truffles

6 ounces chile flavored dark chocolate
5 tablespoons unsalted butter
3 tablespoons heavy cream
Pinch salt
1 teaspoon rum extract (or 2 tablespoons rum)
¼ cup cocoa powder
½ teaspoon cinnamon
In a bowl, mix cocoa powder and cinnamon together 

and set aside.
Melt together chocolate, butter, and cream in a double 

boiler (or very slowly in the microwave, stirring often). 
Stir until smooth.

Stir in salt and flavoring. Allow to cool to room tem-

perature before covering with plastic wrap. Refrigerate 
until firm enough to handle (about 2 hours) no longer.

Coat your hands in cocoa powder to avoid getting fin-
gers sticky. Roll mixture into 1 inch balls and toss with 
cocoa powder and cinnamon mix. Refrigerate overnight 
to set fully. Wrap several truffles in colorful cellophane 
and tie with a bow. Festive holiday candy cartons also 
work. Truffles can be stored in the fridge for up to one 
week. Freeze for longer storage.

Sweet and Spicy Granola 
Yield: 15 cups

1 container old-fashioned oats (6 cups)
8 ounces sliced almonds
1 cup dried cranberries
1 cup chopped dried apricots
1 cup light-brown sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon cayenne powder
½ teaspoon salt
1½ stick unsalted butter
½ cup honey
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. In a large bowl, toss to-

gether all ingredients except butter and honey.
In a small saucepan over medium heat, melt unsalted 

butter. Stir in honey. Pour over oat mixture and toss to 
distribute. Spread granola onto a parchment lined bak-
ing pan and bake, stirring occasionally, until oats are 
toasted and sugar begins to caramelize, 35 to 40 minutes. 
Cool completely on pan. Transfer 2-3 cups each in an 
airtight container. (Adapted from countryliving.com)

Holiday Bean Soup Mix 
Yield: 10 cups

In a large bowl, mix together 1 cup each of the follow-
ing dry ingredients*: pinto beans, kidney beans, small 
lima beans,  great Northern beans,  yellow split 
peas,  green split peas,  whole green peas,  whole green 
lentils,  split red lentils, pearl barley (*These are sugges-
tions. Mix or match as desired.)

For each gift:
In a small jar with a tight fitting lid, add 1 cup of the 

bean soup mix. Print the following recipe on a note card 
and attach to the jar with a ribbon. 

To prepare bean soup (Makes 8 servings)
½ cup bean soup mix
1 large onion, chopped  
1 large carrot, chopped  
½ pound sliced smoked sausage or cubed ham  

1 (28-ounce) can tomatoes, undrained 
2 teaspoons chili powder
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper or to taste 
Pinch ground cloves  
2 tablespoons dry sherry (optional)  
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice  
Salt and pepper to taste
Rinse bean mix; cover generously with cold water and 

let soak for 8  hours or overnight. Drain. In a large 
Dutch oven, combine bean mixture with 6  cups water. 
Bring to a boil, reduce heat, cover, and simmer for about 
1½ hours or until tender. Add onion, carrot, smoked 
sausage, tomatoes (breaking up with fork), chili powder, 
and cloves; bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer, un-
covered for about 30 minutes or until flavors are well 
blended. Stir in sherry, lemon juice, and salt and pepper 
to taste. 

Spicy Southwest Hot Rub 
Yield: 1 gift

½ cup paprika
3 tablespoons cayenne pepper
5 tablespoons black pepper, freshly ground
1/3 cup garlic powder
1/3 cup onion powder
1/3 cup salt
1½ tablespoons oregano, dried
2½ tablespoons thyme, dried
Combine all ingredients together in a bowl. Spoon 

mix into a one-pint jar or other glass container. Seal. 
Add a bow and it’s ready-to-go!

There’s still time to make homemade Christmas gifts

Sunny
Conley
Chile Knights

ChileKnights



PUBLIC AUCTION

The City of Las Cruces (City) uses an online auction service 
to dispose of obsolete, unusable, or surplus equipment, 
furnishings, vehicles and supplies.

The public is invited to view and bid on items by accessing 
PublicSurplus.com through a link on the City’s webpage 
las-cruces.org. All sales are final.

For more information, please contact the City of Las Cruces 
Property Transfer & Disposal Coordinator at 575-541-2683, 
575-541-2590 or auction@las-cruces.org

Dates 1/3 - 12/26, 2014Dates 1/2-12/25/15

INVITATION
BID/REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)/REQUEST FOR QUOTE (RFQ)

Description Number
Pre-Bid/
Pre-Proposal Meeting

Due Date / Time

Shadow Run Force Main 
Rehabilitation

15-16-093
December 23, 2015 /  
2:00pm Utilities Room 150
680 N Motel Blvd

January 7, 2016 / 10:00am

Jornada  Water Tank Rockwall 15-16-030A
December 29, 2015 / 
2:00pm Utilities Room 150
680 N Motel Blvd

January 12, 2016 / 2:00pm

Concession Vending Services 15-16-090 January 5, 2016 / 10:00am 
City Hall Bid Room 3138 January 21,2016 / 2:00pm

Please use this link to access all City of Las Cruces solicitations: https://www.newmexicobidsystem.com/Registration.asp?ID=1757
Sealed bids/proposals will be received by the City of Las Cruces Purchasing Section, at 700 N. Main, 3rd Floor, Room 3134.
Unless otherwise noted above, copies of solicitation documents may be inspected or obtained at City Hall, 700 N. Main St, Room 3134, Las Cruces, NM.  Additional 
information/clarification regarding solicitations may be obtained by contacting the City Purchasing Section at (575) 541-2525 or by email to bidclerk@las-cruces.org 
Dates 12/18/15

NOTICE is hereby given
that on October 28, 2015,
Robert E. and Tomi Ann La
Pierre, 3421 N. Dona Ana
Rd, Las Cruces, NM
88007-7326 filed application
numbered LRG-6753-POD4,
OSE File No. LRG-l6055-1,
with the State Engineer for
Permit to Change an Exist-
ing Water Right within the

NOTICE is hereby given
that on December 3, 2015
George Gonzalez, 140 Aries,
Las Cruces, NM 88005 filed
application numbered
LRG-11863-POD2 with the
State Engineer for Permit to
Change Existing Water
Right by Changing the Point
of Diversion within the
Lower Rio Grande Under-
ground Basin in Doña Ana
County by discontinuing the
u s e  o f  w e l l
LRG-11863-POD1 and drill-
i n g  n e w  w e l l
LRG-11863-POD2 at ap-
proximately
X=1,459,838.02ft and
Y=468,680.7ft NMSP,
NAD83 in the SW1⁄4SW1⁄4,
Section 22, T23S, R01E,
NMPM to a depth of 120
feet with a 4-inch casing for
the diversion of groundwa-
ter, combined with surface
water from Elephant Butte
Irrigation District in an
amount to be determined by
the May 24, 1999 Order of
the Third Judicial Court for
the irrigation of up to 2.33
acres located in part of the
SW1⁄4 of said section 22 all
on land owned by George
Gonzalez. The proposed

NOTICE is hereby given
that on October 28, 2015,
Milton Donald Shult, Jr, P0
Box 295, Mesquite, NM
88048, filed application
numbered
LRG-16056-POD1 under
file no. LRG-16056-1 with
the State Engineer for Permit
to Change an Existing Water
Right within the Lower Rio
Grande Underground Water
Basin in Doña Ana County
to discontinue use of well
LRG-4981 located on land
owned by Desert Air Cool-
ing at Easting/Northing
X=1,504,285 and Y-422,375
NMSP (feet, NAD83) and
dr i l l  a  new wel l
LRG-16056-POD1 located
at or near Easting/Northing
X = 1,503,749 and Y =
423,351 NMSP (feet,
NAD83) on land owned by
the applicant for the contin-
ued diversion of 6.885
acre-feet per annum, or an
amount of water reserved for
future determination by the
May 24, 1999 Order of the
Third Judicial District Court,
combined with surface water
from the Elephant Butte
Irrigation District for the
irrigation of 1.53 acres of
land owned by the applicant,
located in the SW1⁄4 of Sec.
18, T25S, R2E (NMPM).
The site of proposed well

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

NO. CV 2015-24410
Mary W. Rosner

IN THE MATTER OF
THE PETITION OF
Susan Lee Quiñones,
FOR CHANGE
OF NAME

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THAT Susan Lee
Quiñones, a resident of the
City of Las Cruces, County
of Doña Ana, State of New
Mexico and over the age of
fourteen years, has filed a
Petition to Change Name in
the Third Judicial District
Court, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico, wherein she
seeks to change her name
from Susan Lee Quiñones
to Susie Lee Cooper, and
that this Petition will be
heard before the Honorable
Mary W. Rosner, District
Judge, on the 4th day of

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2013-00698

DEUTSCHE BANK NA-
TIONAL TRUST COM-
PANY, AS TRUSTEE
FOR RBSGC MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST
2007-A, Plaintiff,

v.

JEFFREY S. DAVIS, HEI-
DI LEANNE SEELBACH,
T H E  U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF JEFFREY S.
DAVIS, IF ANY AND
T H E  U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF HEIDI
LEANNE SEELBACH, IF
ANY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 4955 Galina
Drive, Las Cruces, NM
88012, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT 18, BLOCK 18, LAS
COLINAS PLANNED
UNIT DEVELOPEMENT
PHASE V-B, AMENDED,

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETINGS

At the regular meeting of the
South Central Solid Waste
Authority held November
19, 2015, the Board has by
Resolution 2015-27 adopted
the following policy regard-
ing public meetings and
meeting times for 2015 until
further notice.

1. Resolution 2015-27 es-
tablishes the Open Public
Meetings Policy; and

2. The following is hereby
determined to be reasonable
notice for any public meet-
ings of the South Central
Solid Waste Authority for
the 2016 calendar year.

TYPE OF MEETING

Regular Meetings Work
Session
The issuance and posting of
an agenda three (3) working
days prior to the meeting.
The agenda to be made
available to the news media
through the City's Public
Information Office and pos-
ted on bulletin boards loca-
ted in the Doña Ana County
Government Building, City
Hall, Joint Utilities and
Transfer Station facility.

Special Meetings
The issuance and posting of
an agenda one (1) calendar
day (24 hours) prior to the
meeting. The agenda to be
made available to the news
media through the City's
Public Information Office
and posted on bulletin
boards located in the Dona

NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

NO. PB-2015-00098

IN THE MATTER OF
MARY L. MCFARLAND,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Mary L. McFarland. All
persons having claims
against the Estate are re-
quired to present their claims
within two (2) months after
the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice, or the
claims will be forever bar-
red. Claims must be presen-
ted to the undersigned
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address listed
below, or filed with the
District Court of Doña Ana
County, New Mexico, loca-
ted at 201 West Picacho
Ave., Las Cruces, New
Mexico 88005.
Dated this 19th day of
October 2015.

/S/Deborah E. Figueroa
DEBORAH E. FIGUEROA

Submitted by:
HENNIGHAUSEN &
OLSEN, L.L.P.
/s/ Robert J. McCrea

Robert J. McCrea
Attorney for the
Personal Representative
P.O. Box 1415
Roswell, NM 88202-1415
(575) 624-2463 - telephone
(575) 624-2878 - facsimile

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

Lower Rio Grande Under-
ground Water Basin in Doña
Ana County by discontinu-
ing the use of well
LRG-15058-POD1 located
at X = 1,470,744 Y =
492,469 ft. NMSP, Central
Zone, NAD83, on land
owned by Michelle R. Duran
and using replacement well
LRG-6753-POD4 located at
approximately X =
1,470,857.48 Y = 493,065.2
on land owned by the
applicants for the continued
diversion of an amount of
water determined by the
May 24, 1999 Order of the
Third Judical District Court,
Doña Ana County, State of
NM, combined with surface
water from the EBID for
irrigation of 1.71 acres of
land owned by the applicants
located within Pt. of the SW
1⁄4NW1⁄4 of projected Sec 36,
T22S, R0lE, NMPM, as
described by Subfile No.:
LRN-28-008-0309-A (A) of
the Lower Rio Grande
Hydrographic Survey. Re-
p l a c e m e n t  w e l l
LRG-6753-POD4 will be
located north of Las Cruces,
NM at the physical address
of 235 San Ysidro Rd.
E x i s t i n g  w e l l
LRG-15058-POD1 will be
retained for other rights.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (objection must be
legible, signed, and include
the writer's complete name,
phone number and mailing
address). The objection to
the approval of the applica-
tion must be based on: (1)
Impairment; if impairment,
you must specifically identi-
fy your water rights; and/or
(2) Public Welfare/Conser-
vation of Water; if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show how you will be
substantially and specifically
affected. The written protest
must be filed, in triplicate,
with the State Engineer,
1680 Hickory Loop, Suite J,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
within ten (10) days after the
date of the last publication
of this Notice. Facsimiles
(faxes) will be accepted as a
valid protest as long as the
hard copy is hand-delivered
or mailed and postmarked
within 24-hours of the

well is generally described
as being southeast of the
intersection of Scorpio and
Aries Roads near North
Fairacres road & Inter-
state-10 at the physical
location off' 140 Aries. The
site for proposed well is
described as being north of
Las Cruces, south west of
the intersection of Doña Ana
and Hope Rd at the end of
Hope Rd.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (legible, signed and
include the writer's complete
name and mailing address).
The objection to the appro-
val of the application: (1) if
impairment, you must spe-
cifically identify your water
rights; and/or (2) if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show you will be substan-
tially effected. The written
protest must be filed, in
triplicate, with the State
Engineer, 1680 Hickory
Loop, Suite J, Las Cruces,
New Mexico 88005 within
ten (10) days after the date
of the last publication of this
Notice. Facsimiles (faxes)
will be accepted as a valid
protest as long as the hard
copy is sent within 24-hours
of the facsimile. Mailing
postmark will be used to
validate the 24-hour period.
Protests can be faxed to
575-524¬6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with Sections
72-2-16, 72-5-6 and 72-12-3
of NMSA, 1978.

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 01/01,
2015

facsimile. Mailing postmark
will be used to validate the
24-hour period. Protests can
be faxed to the Office of the
S t a t e  E n g i n e e r ,
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 72 NMSA
1978.

Dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,
2015

Ana County Government
Building, City Hall, Joint
Utilities and Transfer Station
facility.

Emergency Meetings
The issuance and posting of
an agenda three (3) hours
prior to the meeting. The
agenda will be posted on
bulletin boards located in the
Doña Ana County Govern-
ment Building, City Hall,
Joint Utilities and Transfer
Station facility and as many
of the news media notified
as possible.

The regular meetings of the
South Central Solid Waste
Authority will be held
monthly on the third Thurs-
day at 9:00 a.m. in the Board
Room of the Transfer Sta-
tion, 2865 W. Amador
Avenue, Las Cruces, New
Mexico.

Date: 12/18, 2015

February 2016. at the hour
of 9:00 a.m., at the 3rd
Judicial District Courthouse,
201 W. Picacho Ave., Las
Cruces, News Mexico.

(Seal)

Respectfully submitted,
/s/Susan Lee Quiñones
Susan Lee Quiñones
5142 Northwind Rd
Las Cruces, NM 88007
(575) 636-7271

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

Legal Notice
IN THE CITY OF LAS
CRUCES, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AS SHOWN AND DESIG-
NATED ON THE PLAT
THEREOF, FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK OF SAID COUN-
TY ON MARCH 2, 1994,
IN BOOK 18 PAGE(S)
27-30 OF PLAT RE-
CORDS.

The sale is to begin at 11:00
AM on January 12, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company, as Trustee
for R BSGC Mortgage Loan
Trust 2007-A . Deutsche
Bank National Trust Compa-
ny, as Trustee for RBSGC
Mortgage Loan Trust
2007-A was awarded a
Judgment on August 14,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 171,552.28, with interest
at the rate of 7.125 % per
annum from March 7, 2014
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $22,637.85 .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as
Trustee for RBSGC Mort-
gage Loan Trust 2007-A, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County

LRG-16056-POD1 will be
in Mesquite, NM and may
be found approximately
1,380 feet east-southeast of
the intersection of NM Hwy
478 and NM 228. Existing
well LRG-4981 will be
retained for other rights. The
applicant has requested
emergency authorization to
drill and use a replacement
well under NMSA 1978,
Section 72-12-23.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (objection must be
legible, signed, and include
the writer's complete name,
phone number and mailing
address). The objection to
the approval of the applica-
tion must be based on: (1)
Impairment; if impairment,
you must specifically identi-
fy your water rights; and/or
(2) Public Welfare/Conser-
vation of Water; if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show how you will be
substantially and specifically
affected. The written protest
must be filed, in triplicate,
with the State Engineer,
1680 Hickory Loop, Suite J,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
within ten (10) days after the
date of the last publication
of this Notice. Facsimiles
(faxes) will be accepted as a
valid protest as long as the
hard copy is hand-delivered
or mailed and postmarked
within 24-hours of the
facsimile. Mailing postmark
will be used to validate the
24-hour period. Protests can
be faxed to the Office of the
S t a t e  E n g i n e e r ,
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 72 NMSA
1978.

Dates: 12/04, 12/11, 12/18,
2015
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STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

Case No.
D-307-DM 2015-01372
Judge: James T. Martin

Michael J. Madrid,
Petitioner,

v.

Chi Porter Madrid,
Respondent.

NOTICE OF SUIT

Take notice that a lawsuit
has been filed against you.

The subject of this lawsuit
is: Divorce

If you do not file a response
or responsive pleading with
the above-titled Court within
30 days after the third
publication of this Notice the
Court may enter a default
judgment against you.

Michael J. Madrid
1244 Lewis St.

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2014-02241

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., Plaintiff,

v.

JUAN FLORES, INDI-
VIDUALLY AND AS
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF THE ES-
TATE OF JOHN S.
FLORES, DECEASED;
JANE DOE FLORES, the
unknown spouse of Juan
Flores; JANE DOE
FLORES, the unknown
spouse of John S. Flores;
ABC CORPORATIONS
I-X, XYZ PARTNER-
SHIPS I-X, JOHN DOES
I-X AND JANE DOES I-X,
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS
AND DEVISEES OF ANY
OF THE ABOVE, IF
DECEASED; OCCU-
PANTS OF THE PROP-
ERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 1655 Country
Club Cir, Las Cruces, NM
88001, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 17 IN

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

NO. D-307-CV-2015-00307

BEAL BANK AS SUC-
CESSOR BY MERGER
TO CHARTER BANK,
PLAINTIFF,

v.

HENRY ROMERO JR
AKA HENRY ROMERO,
RACHEL P. ROMERO
AKA RACHEL RO-
MERO, AMERICAN
GENERAL FINANCIAL
SERVICES, INC., A DEL-
AWARE CORPORA-
TION, AND THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF
RACHEL P. ROMERO
AKA RACHEL RO-
MERO, Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
Special Master will on
January 12, 2016 at 11:00
am, outside the front en-
trance of the Third Judicial
District Court, 201 West
Picacho Avenue, Las Cru-
ces, NM 88005, sell and
convey to the highest bidder
for cash all the right, title,
and interest of the above-
named defendants in and to
the following described real
estate located in said County
and State:

Lot 7, Block A of COL-
LEGE HILL ANNEX, loca-
ted in the City of Las
Cruces, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico as shown on
the plat thereof filed for
record in the office of the
County Clerk of said County
on October 22, 1952 and
recorded in Book 7 at Page
30, Plat Records.

The address of the real
property is 1307 Branson
Ave, Las Cruces, NM
88001. Plaintiff does not
represent or warrant that the
stated street address is the
street address of the descri-
bed property; if the street
address does not match the
legal description, then the
property being sold herein is
the property more particular-
ly described above, not the
property located at the street
address; any prospective
purchaser at the sale is given

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2015-00863

WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA, Plaintiff,

v.

CLINT DELONG, A
MARRIED MAN AS HIS
SOLE AND SEPARATE
PROPERTY; ALAN D.
VASEY AND SHELLY J.
VASEY, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; OCCUPANTS OF
THE PROPERTY,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 112 Lytton Circle,
Las Cruces, NM 88001, and
more particularly described
as follows:

LOT 2, BLOCK 3, LOS
NOGALES, IN THE CITY
OF LAS CRUCES, DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT THEREOF,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON
MARCH 21, 1980, IN
BOOK 13 PAGE(S) 30-31
OF PLAT RECORDS.

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA. WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA was awarded a
Judgment on August 20,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 288,591.20, with interest
at the rate of 4.25 % per
annum fro m July 27, 2015
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $5,746.13.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2014-01924

WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA, Plaintiff,

v.

Robin R Tillett and John
Doe Tillett, wife and hus-
band; ABC Corporations
I-X, XYZ Partnerships
I-X, John Does I-X and
Jane Does I-X, THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AND
DEVISEES OF ANY OF
THE ABOVE, IF DE-
CEASED; Occupants of
the Property, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 611 DYNE AVE,
LAS CRUCES, NM 88005,
and more particularly descri-
bed as follows:

A TRACT OF LAND SIT-
UATE IN CITY OF LAS
CRUCES, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
BEING LOT 4, AND PART
OF LOT 3, BLOCK L,
COUNTRY CLUB ES-
TATES REPLAT NO. 1,
FILED FEBRUARY 10,
1964, IN PLAT BOOK 9,
PAGE 14, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY RECORDS AND
BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS, TO WIT: BE-
GINNING AT A PAINTED
CROSS FOUND ON THE
NORTH LINE OF DYNE
AVENUE FOR THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF THE TRACT HEREIN
DESCRIBED BEING
IDENTICAL TO THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF LOT 4, BLOCK L,
COUNTRY CLUB ES-
TATES REPLAT NO. 1,
FILED FEBRUARY 10,
1964, IN PLAT BOOK 9,
PAGE 14, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY RECORDS;

THENCE FROM THE
POINT OF BEGINNING
AND LEAVING THE
NORTH LINE OF DYNE
AVENUE, N.30° 02'00"W.,
110.00 FEET TO A CROSS
SET FOR THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF THIS
TRACT BEING IDENTI-
CAL TO THE NORTH-

notice that it should verify
the location and address of
the property being sold. Said
sale will be made pursuant
to the judgment entered on
June 8, 2015 in the above
entitled and numbered cause,
which was a suit to foreclose
a mortgage held by the
above Plaintiff and wherein
Plaintiff was adjudged to
have a lien against the
above-described real estate
in the sum of $55,250.72
plus interest from May 1,
2015 to the date of sale at
the rate of 4.625% per
annum, the costs of sale,
including the Special Mas-
ter's fee, publication costs,
and Plaintiff's costs expen-
ded for taxes, insurance, and
keeping the property in good
repair. Plaintiff has the right
to bid at such sale and
submit its bid verbally or in
writing. The Plaintiff may
apply all or any part of its
judgment to the purchase
price in lieu of cash.

At the date and time stated
above, the Special Master
may postpone the sale to
such later date and time as
the Special Master may
specify.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that this sale may
be subject to a bankruptcy
filing, a pay off, a reinstate-
ment or any other condition
that would cause the cancel-
lation of this sale. Further, if
any of these conditions exist,
at the time of sale, this sale
will be null and void, the
successful bidder's funds
shall be returned, and the
Special Master and the
mortgagee giving this notice
shall not be liable to the
successful bidder for any
damages.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due. Plaintiff and its
attorneys disclaim all re-
sponsibility for, and the
purchaser at the sale takes
the property subject to, the
valuation of the property by
the County Assessor as real
or personal property, affix-
ture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above-described real
property subject to rights of
redemption.

Margaret Lake

Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Margaret Lake,
Special Master
Pro Legal Services, LLC
201 Eubank NE, Suite A3
Albuquerque, NM 87123
(505)715-3711
1 NM-14-637945-JUD
IDSPub #0097526

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-629926-JUD
IDSPub #0097528

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, NA, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-654282-JUD
IDSPub #0097529

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-993-4416

WITNESS the Honorable
James T. Martin, District
Judge of the Third Judicial
District court of the State of
New Mexico and the seal of
the District Court of Doña
Ana County, this 10th day of
December, 2015.

CLERK OF THE
DISTRICT COURT
BY: Mary E. Apodaca
DEPUTY

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015
01/01, 2016

Special Master
Pro Legal Services, LLC
201 Eubank Blvd. NE,
Suite A3
Albuquerque,
NM 87123
(505)715-3711

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 01/01,
01/08, 2015

BLOCK NUMBERED A
OF COUNTRY CLUB
PARK SUBDIVISION
NUMBER ONE (RE-
VISED), LAS CRUCES,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO, AS THE
SAME IS SHOWN AND
DESIGNATED ON THE
PLAT OF SAID COUN-
TRY CLUB PARK SUBDI-
VISION NUMBER ONE
(REVISED), FILED IN
THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK OF
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO ON APRIL
7, 1959 IN PLAT BOOK 8,
FOLIO 44.

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las Cru
ces, County of Doña Ana,
State of New Mexico, at
which time I will sell to the
highest and best bidder for
cash in lawful currency of
the United States of Ameri-
ca, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A . WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A. was awarded a
Judgment on September 22,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 94,943.53, with interest at
the rate of 4.25 % per annum
fro m July 21, 2015 through
the date of the sale. Said
interest is in the amount of
$1,956.75 .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A., its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

WEST CORNER OF SAID
LOT 4, BLOCK L AND A
POINT ON THE NORTH
LINE OF A 5 FOOT WIDE
UTILITY EASEMENT;

THENCE ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID 5
FOOT WIDE UTILITY
E A S E M E N T ,  N . 5 9 °
58'00"E., 107.00 FEET TO
A PAINT MARK FOUND
FOR THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF THIS
TRACT;

THENCE LEAVING THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID 5
FOOT WIDE UTILITY
E A S E M E N T ,  S . 2 6 °
23'30"E., 110.22 FEET TO
A 1/2" IRON ROD FOUND
ON THE NORTH LINE OF
DYNE AVENUE FOR THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THIS TRACT;

THENCE ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF DYNE
AVENUE, S.59° 58'00"W.,
100.00 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING,
CONTAINING 0.2614
ACRE OF LAND, .

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA . WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA was awarded a
Judgment on May 18, 2015,
in the total amount of $
166,895.24, with interest at
the rate of 5.5 % per annum
from April 28, 2015 through
the date of the sale. Said
interest is in the amount of
$6,653.78.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, NA, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
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Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

James Carrillo
1782 Augustus
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 46 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
Satisfy our lien in the
amount of $430.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Danny Oxford
Dona Ana County Deten-
tion Center
1850 Copper Loop, Inmate
#694681
L a s  C r u c e s ,  N M
88005-8139

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 544 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
Satisfy our lien in the
amount of $835.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

The contents of the unit
consists of:
Power tools, tools, Tubs,
Lights, Tire, Clothes, Misc.

Date of Auction:
January 19, 2016 at 10 a.m.
Place:
Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr.,
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2 - Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575)525-2927

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
DOÑA ANA COUNTY
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

No. D-307-PB-2015-00086

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
EDNA MAE DORSEY,
DECEASED.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that ALISIA
MARIE DORSEY, a/k/a
ALISIA DORSEY DAR-
NOLD has been appointed
personal representative of
this. estate. All persons
having claims-against this
estate are required to present
their claims within two
months after the date of the
first publication of this
Notice or the claims will be
forever barred. Claims must
be presented either to the
personal representative in
care of Alan D. Gluth, 2455
E. Missouri, Suite A, Las
Cruces, New Mexico 88001,
or filed with the Third
Judicial District Court, Doña
Ana County, New Mexico,
201 W. Picacho Ave., Las
Cruces, New, Mexico
88005.

DATED: December 9, 2015.

ALISIA MARIE DORSEY,
a/k/a ALISIA DORSEY
DARNOLD

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2015-00630

BANK OF AMERICA,
N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

LUIS F. MENDEZ, and if
married, THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF
LUIS F. MENDEZ (true
name unknown); ELIZA-
BETH MALDONADO,
and if married, THE
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
ELIZABETH MALDO-
NADO (true name un-
known); SECRETARY OF
HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT; and
TAXATION AND REVE-
NUE DEPARTMENT OF
THE STATE OF NEW
MEXICO, Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that on January 6,
2016, at the hour of 10:00
a.m., the undersigned Spe-
cial Master will, at the
entrance of the Doña Ana
County Judicial Complex,
201 W. Picacho Avenue, Las
Cruces , New Mexico, sell
all the right, title and interest
of the above-named Defend-
ants in and to the hereinafter
described real estate to the
highest bidder for cash. The
property to be sold is located
at 210 Franco Road, Antho-
ny or Vado, and is situate in
Doña Ana County, New
Mexico, and is particularly

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2014-00441

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., Plaintiff,

v.

PAUL M. MONTOYA
AKA PAUL MARTIN
MONTOYA AND THE
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
PAUL M. MONTOYA
AKA PAUL MARTIN
MONTOYA, IF ANY, De-
fendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 635 S Weinrich
Road, Las Cruces, NM
88007, and more particularly
described as follows:

A TRACT OF LAND SIT-
UATE WEST OF THE
CITY OF LAS CRUCES,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO, AS THE
N1/2 SW1/4 NW1/4 SE1/4
OF SECTION 20. T.23S.,
R.1E., N.M.P.M. OF THE
U.S.G.L.O. SURVEYS,
AND BEING MORE PAR-
TICULARLY DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS, TO WIT:
BEGINNING AT A SHIN-
ER FOUND ON THE
CENTERLINE OF WEIN-
RICH ROAD FOR THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THIS TRACT BEING
IDENTICAL TO THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THE N1/2 SW 1/4
NW1/4 SE1/4 OF SECTION
20, T.23S., R.1E., N.M.P.M.
OF THE U.S.G.L.O. SUR-
VEYS:

THENCE FROM THE
POINT OF BEGINNING
AND ALONG THE CEN-

Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Cornelio Carrillo Jr.
2470 E. Idaho Apt. C
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 320 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
Satisfy our lien in the
amount of $630.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

The contents of the unit
consists of:
Dresser, Stereo,
2 wheel chairs, misc.

Date of Auction:
January 19, 2016 at 10 a.m.
Place:
Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr.,
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2 - Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575)525-2927

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
DOÑA ANA
COUNTY
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

Cause No:
D-307-CV-2015-01838

JOSEPH A. SARTHORY
Plaintiff,

v.

JEFFREY D. SCOTT,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

TO DEFENDANT:
JEFFREY D. SCOTT

You are hereby notified that
Joseph A. Sarthory, the
above-named Plaintiff, has
filed a civil action against
you in the above entitled
court and cause alleging
Breach of Contact and Debt
and Money Due. The Plain-
tiff is represented by an
attorney and his name is:

Watson Smith, LLC
Matthew G. Watson, Esq.
1100 S. Main St., Ste. 21
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Tel. (575) 528-0500

The cause of action does not
involve real property.

You are further notified that
unless you enter an answer
in said cause within thirty
days after the last publica-
tion of this notice, a
judgment by default will be
entered against you.

Respectfully submitted,
WATSON SMITH, L.L.C.
/s/ Matthew G. Watson
Matthew G. Watson
Attorney for Plaintiff
1100 S. Main St., Ste. 21
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Tel. (575) 528-0500
Fax (575) 526-9094

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 01/01,
2015

The contents of the unit
consists of:
HVAC Materials, roofing
materials, tools, tables, dog
house.

Date of Auction:
January 19, 2016 at 10 a.m.
Place:
Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr.,
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2 - Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575)525-2927

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process
Network P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-635503-JUD
IDSPub #0097540

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque,
NM 87181 505-417-4113
1 NM-14-635498-JUD
IDSPub #0097129

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

Special Master.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due. Plaintiff and its
attorneys disclaim all re-
sponsibility for, and the
purchaser at the sale takes
the property subject to, the
valuation of the property by
the County Assessor as real
or personal property, affix-
ture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one
month right of redemption.

Electronically filed
/s/ Pamela A. Carmody
Pamela A. Carmody,
Special Master
PO Drawer 16169
Las Cruces,
NM 88004-6169
(575) 642-5567

Dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,
01/01, 2015

TERLINE OF WEINRICH
ROAD, S.00°05`31"W.,
181.55 FEET TO A SHIN-
ER SET ON CENTERLINE
OF SAID ROAD FOR THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THIS TRACT;

THENCE LEAVING SAID
ROAD, S.89°58`30"W.,
253.00 FEET TO AN IRON
ROD SET FOR THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF THIS TRACT;

THENCE N.00°05`31``E.,
181.55 FEET TO THE
NORTH LINE OF A 33
FOOT WIDE ROAD AND
UTILITY EASEMENT
FOR THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF THIS
TRACT;

THENCE ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF A 33
FOOT WIDE ROAD AND
UTILILY EASEMENT.
N.89°58`30"E.., 253.00
FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, CONTAIN-
ING 1.054 ACRE OF
LAND, MORE OR LESS.
SUBJECT TO A 33 FOOT
WIDE ROAD AND UTILI-
TY EASEMENT BEING
PARALLEL AND ADJA-
CENT TO THE NORTH
AND EAST BOUNDARY
LINES. ALSO SUBJECT
TO ANY OTHER EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRIC-
TIONS OF RECORD.

The sale is to begin at
11:45am on January 14,
2016, at the main entrance of
the Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A. was awarded a
Default Judgment on July 6,
2015 in the total amount of $
96,755.70 with interest at the
rate of 5.875 % per annum
from November 7, 2014
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $6,743.41. If the sale is
set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
shall have no further re-
course against the Mortga-
gor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee's attorney.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A., its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject

described as follows:

A tract of land situate
southeast of Vado, Doña
Ana County, New Mexico in
the NE1/4 of Section 32,
T.25S., R.3E., N.M.P.M. of
the U.S.R.S. Surveys as part
of U.S.R.S. Tract 23- 22A2
and being more particularly
described as follows, to wit:

BEGINNING at an iron rod
set on the south line of Doña
Ana County Road B-016
also known as Franco Road
for the northeast corner of
this tract, whence the section
corner common to Sections
28, 29, 32 and 33, T.25S.,
R.3E., N.M.P.M. of the
U.S.R.S. Survey bears S.89
deg 57'30"E., a distance of
609.19 feet;

THENCE from the place of
beginning and leaving Doña
Ana County Road B-016 S.
0 deg 10'00'W., 176.09 feet
to an iron rod set at the
southeast corner of this tract;

THENCE N. 89 deg 57'30"
W., 200.53 feet to a point at
an iron rod set in the center
of a 30 foot wide road and
utility easement for the
southwest corner of this
tract;

THENCE along the center
of the road and utility
easement N. 0 deg 10'00"E.,
176.09 feet to the south line
of Doña Ana County Road
B-016 for the northwest
corner of this tract;

THENCE along the county
road S. 89 deg 57'30"E.,
200.53 feet to the place of
beginning, containing
0.8106 acres of land more or
less of which 0.0606 acres is
contained within a 15 foot
wide road and utility ease-
ment parallel and immedi-
ately adjacent to the westerly
boundary, leaving a net area
of 0.7500 acres of land more
or less,

including, but not limited to,
the manufactured home per-
manently attached thereto, a
1998 Palm Harbor, VIN#
PH0223579XU, title to
which has been deactivated
in the records of the Motor
Vehicle Department of the
State of New Mexico.

THE FOREGOING SALE
will be made to satisfy a
judgment rendered by the
above Court in the above
entitled and numbered cause
on November 16, 2015,
being an action to foreclose
a mortgage on the above
described property. The
Plaintiff's Judgment, which
includes interest and costs, is
$107,553.61 and the same
bears interest at 3.875% per
annum from November 17,
2015, to the date of sale. The
Plaintiff and/or its assignees
has the right to bid at such
sale and submit its bid
verbally or in writing. The
Plaintiff may apply all or
any part of its judgment to
the purchase price in lieu of
cash. The sale may be
postponed and rescheduled
at the discretion of the

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2013-02644

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA BY AND
THROUGH THE SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF
ISABEL P. HERNANDEZ,
IF ANY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 1140 E Poplar,
Las Cruces, NM 88001, and
more particularly described
as follows: LOT NUM-
BERED 3 IN BLOCK
NUMBERED F OF WASH-
INGTON HEIGHTS, LAS
CRUCES, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AS THE SAME IS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT OF SAID
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO ON JULY
25, 1957 IN PLAT BOOK 7,
FOLIO 57.

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. . WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A. was awarded a
Judgment on September 22,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 131,287.99, with interest
at the rate of $6.11 per diem
from April 6, 2015 through
the date of the sale. Said
interest is in the amount of
$1,729.13 .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A., its
attorneys, and the under-

P.O. Box 933
Mesilla Park,
New Mexico 88047

Prepared by:
ALAN D. GLUTH
New Mexico Bar #14980
Gluth Law, LLC
2455 East Missouri,
Suite A
Las Cruces,
New Mexico 88001
Telephone: (575) 556-8449
Facsimile: (575) 556-8446

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015
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3Bedroom/2bath near
NASA/WSMR. $650 per
month/$500 Deposit. 2
acres of Land, HUD wel-
come, Animals welcome.
Gorgeous view of Moun-
tains. Call 575-680-0132.

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No.: D-307-CV-2015-01773

WELLS FARGO BANK,

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No.: D-307-CV-2015-01493

BANK OF AMERICA,

For Rent: 3bd/2bth, fenced
in yard, horse stall avail.,
Rent $600, Sec. Dep.
$500. Radium Springs Exit.
Call 575-640-7654.

Mobile Home
Rentals

Mountain Music
2330 S. Valley Drive

523-0603
NEW & USED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

New mini size electric bass $399 value.............. $280
Recording King RD-06 acoustic .......................... $399
Savanna ¾ size acoustic .................................... $134
Kona 5-string electric bass ................................. $369
Used 5-string bluegrass banjo ........................... $250
Crate 16-watt Palamino tube amp ..................... $300
New full size violin, case, bow........................... $200
Marshall MG100 amp & 4 x 12 cabinet ............. $300
Shure 5M57 mic mint ........................................ $  60
Sennheiser 835 vocal mic .................................. $  65
Ohanna concert uke ........................................... $139
Vintage Alvarez 6-string bass ........................... $517

CHECK US OUT ON 
CRAIG’S LIST & FACEBOOK

El Toro says, “Shop at

 BIG DADDY’S
Flea Market”

Open Saturday & Sunday
5580 Bataan Memorial East

Hwy. 70 East of Las Cruces  575-382-9404

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No.: D-307-CV-2015-00938

MATRIX FINANCIAL
SERVICES CORPORA-
TION , Plaintiff,

vs.

RALPH A. MONTANO
AND JANE DOE MON-
TANO, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; ELSIE MONTA-
NO, IF LIVING; IF DE-
CEASED, THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF EL-
SIE MONTANO, DE-
CEASED; MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS,
I N C . ;  C R E V E C O R
MORTGAGE, INC.; OC-
CUPANTS OF THE
PROPERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

STATE OF NEW MEXI-
CO to Defendants, The
Unknown Heirs of Elsie
Montano, deceased:

You are hereby notified that
the above-named Plaintiff
MATRIX FINANCIAL
SERVICES CORPORA-
TION has filed a civil action
against you in the above-
entitled Court and cause, the
general object thereof being
to foreclose a mortgage on
real property located at 1753
Palo Verde Ave, Las Cruces,
NM 88001. The real proper-
ty which is the subject
matter of this action is
legally described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 12 IN
BLOCK NUMBERED O
OF COUNTRY CLUB

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2015-00873

BOKF, N.A., A NATION-
AL BANKING ASSOCIA-
TION D/B/A BANK OF
OKLAHOMA, AS SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST
BY MERGER TO BANK
OF ALBUQUERQUE,
N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

DANDY IVEY AND
JOHN DOE IVEY, WIFE
AND HUSBAND; OCCU-
PANTS OF THE PROP-
ERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 1122 Gardner
Ave, Las Cruces, NM
88001, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT 28, BLOCK C, COL-
LEGE HILL SUBDIVI-
SION, IN THE CITY OF
LAS CRUCES, DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT THEREOF,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON APRIL
12, 1950, IN BOOK 7
PAGE(S) 7 OF PLAT
RECORDS .

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
at the main entrance of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder

Commercial
Warehouses

Available For Lease
On

West Hadley
600-2000 sq. ft.
Garage Doors,

Heat/AC
& Restrooms.

Call 575-526-8116
for more information.

Commercial Rentals

Commercial
Properties
For Lease

•1001-B N. Solano
2000 sq. ft.

•1135 N. Solano
2311 sq. ft.

•1700 N. Main
4068 sq. ft.

•532-C N. Telshor
1509 sq. ft.

Call (575)526-8116
for more information.

N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

RODOLFO B. MALDO-
NADO, IF LIVING; IF
DECEASED, THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF RO-
DOLFO B. MALDONA-
DO, DECEASED AND
JANE DOE MALDONA-
DO, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; THE UNKNOWN
HEIRS OF ENRIQUE T.
MALDONADO, DE-
CEASED; THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF IN-
EZ B. MALDONADO;
UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA BY AND
THROUGH THE SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT; ARTURO P.
MALDONADO; RODOL-
FO MALDONADO; AN-
NETTE MALDONADO;
OCCUPANTS OF THE
PROPERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
to Defendants, Rodolfo B.
MalDonado, If Living; If
Deceased, The Unknown
Heirs of Rodolfo B. MalDo-
nado, Deceased, Rodolfo
MalDonado, The Unknown
Heirs of Enrique T. MalDo-
nado, Deceased, and The
Unknown Heirs of Inez B.
MalDonado:

You are hereby notified that
the above-named Plaintiff
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. has filed a civil action
against you in the above-
entitled Court and cause, the
general object thereof being
to foreclose a mortgage on
real property located at 270
MalDonado Rd, La Union ,
NM 88021. The real proper-
ty which is the subject
matter of this action is
legally described as follows:

A TRACT OF LAND SIT-
UATE IN THE TOWN OF
LA UNION, DONA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
IN SECTIONS 16 AND 21,
T.27S., R.3E., N.M.P.M. OF
THE U.S.R.S. SURVEYS,
BEING PART OF U.S.R.S.
TRACT 30-95A AND
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS, TO WIT:  BE-
GINNING AT A 1/2" IRON
ROD SET ON THE WEST
LINE OF THE CENTRAL
LATERAL FOR THE
NORTHWEST CORNER
OF THE TRACT, HEREIN
DESCRIBED; WHENCE
THE NORTHWEST COR-
NER OF SECTION 16,
T.27S., R.3E., N.M.P.M OF
THE U.S.R.S. SURVEYS
BEARS S.75°58'43"W.,
742.41 FEET;  THENCE
FROM THE POINT OF
B E G I N N I N G  A N D
ALONG THE WEST LINE
OF THE CENTRAL LAT-
ERAL, S.56°22'11"E.,
115.57 FEET TO A 1/2"
IRON ROD SET FOR THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THIS  TRACT;
THENCE LEAVING THE
LATERAL, S.37°48'00"W.,
292.82 FEET TO A 1/2"
IRON ROD SET; THENCE
S.74°59'02"W., 24.69 FEET
TO A 1/2" IRON ROD SET;
THENCE S.36°57'47"W.,
81.01 FEET TO A 1/2"
IRON ROD SET FOR THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THIS TRACT; THENCE
N.52°08'40"W., 101.54

signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
ts present condition, subject

to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-624816-JUD
IDSPub #0097527

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

PARK NUMBER 6, LAS
CRUCES, NEW MEXICO,
AS THE SAME IS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT OF SAID
COUNTRY CLUB PARK
NUMBER 6, FILED IN
THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK OF DO-
NA ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO ON OCTOBER
10, 1966 IN PLAT BOOK
10, FOLIO 1.

Unless you serve a pleading
or motion in response to the
Complaint in said cause on
or before thirty (30) days
after the last publication
date, judgment by default
will be entered against you.

McCARTHY &
HOLTHUS, LLP

By:/s/Catherine Sanchez
Jeannette M. Whittaker
Catherine Sanchez
6501 Eagle Rock NE,
Suite A-3
Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87113
Telephone No.:
(855) 809-3977
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,
2015

for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
BOKF, N.A., A NATION-
AL BANKING ASSOCIA-
TION D/B/A BANK OF
OKLAHOMA, AS SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST
BY MERGER TO BANK
OF ALBUQUERQUE, N.A.
. BOKF, N.A., A NATION-
AL BANKING ASSOCIA-
TION D/B/A BANK OF
OKLAHOMA, AS SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST
BY MERGER TO BANK
OF ALBUQUERQUE, N.A.
was awarded a Judgment on
September 25, 2015, in the
total amount of $
116,156.75, with interest at
the rate of 6.00% per annum
from August 1, 2015
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $3,169.65 .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . BOKF, N.A.,
A NATIONAL BANKING
ASSOCIATION D/B/A
BANK OF OKLAHOMA,
AS SUCCESSOR IN IN-
TEREST BY MERGER TO
BANK OF ALBUQUER-
QUE, N.A., its attorneys,
and the undersigned Special
Master, disclaim all respon-
sibility for, and the purchas-
er at the sale takes the
property "as is," in its
present condition, subject to
the valuation of the property
by the County Assessor as
real or personal property,
affixture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-15-666028-JUD
IDSPub #0096682

12/11/2015 12/18/2015
12/25/2015 1/1/2016

FEET TO A 1/2" IRON
ROD SET FOR THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF THIS  TRACT;
THENCE N.37°48'00"E,
385.02 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING,
CONTAINING 1 .000
ACRE OF LAND, MORE
OR LESS. SUBJECT TO
ANY EASEMENTS AND
RESTRICTIONS OF RE-
CORD. ALTOGETHER
WITH A 15 FOOT WIDE
PRIVATE ROAD EASE-
MENT BEING 7.5 FEET
TO EITHER SIDE OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRI-
BED CENTERLINE: BE-
GINNING AT A POINT
ON THE WEST LINE OF
WEST SIDE ROAD FOR
THE MOST EASTERLY
POINT OF THE EASE-
MENT HEREIN DESCRI-
BED; WHENCE THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF U.S.R.S. TRACT
3 0 - 8 3 A  B E A R S
N.35°10'28"W., 125.15
FEET; THENCE FROM
THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, S.89°45'58"W.,
706.64 FEET TO A POINT
OF A CURVE; THENCE
AROUND THE ARC OF A
CURVE TO THE LEFT,
HAVING A RADIUS OF
436.49 FEET, THROUGH
A CENTRAL ANGLE OF
12°10'00", WITH AN ARC
LENGTH OF 92.69 FEET,
AND WHOSE LONG
C H O R D  B E A R S
S.84°28'55"W., 92.51 FEET
TO A POINT; THENCE
S.74°59'02"W., 378.54
FEET TO A POINT OF A
C U R V E ;  T H E N C E
AROUND THE ARC OF A
CURVE TO THE LEFT,
HAVING A RADIUS OF
147.06 FEET, THROUGH
A CENTRAL ANGLE OF
49°47'34", WITH AN ARC
LENGTH OF 127.80 FEET,
AND WHOSE LONG
C H O R D  B E A R S
S.51°35'41"W., 123.82
FEET TO THE END OF
THIS EASEMENT;  IN-
FORMATION IN THE
PREPARATION OF THIS
DESCRIPTION DERIVES
FROM DEED FILED DO-
NA ANA COUNTY RE-
CORDS. A PLAT WAS
PREPARED UNDER JOB
#04-2395. FIELD NOTES
BY MOY SURVEYING,
INC. LICENSE NO. 5939.

Unless you serve a pleading
or motion in response to the
Complaint in said cause on
or before thirty (30) days
after the last publication
date, judgment by default
will be entered against you.

McCARTHY &
HOLTHUS, LLP

By:/s/Susan Carter
Jeannette M. Whittaker
Susan Carter
6501 Eagle Rock NE,
Suite A-3
Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87113
Telephone No.:
(505) 219-4900
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Dates: 12/04, 12/11, 12/18,
2015

N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

HELEN E. MCCARTHY
AKA HELEN E. DAWES,
IF LIVING AND JOHN
DOE MCCARTHY, WIFE
AND HUSBAND; IF DE-
CEASED, THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF THE
ESTATE OF HELEN E.
MCCARTHY AKA HEL-
EN E. DAWES, DE-
CEASED; OCCUPANTS
OF THE PROPERTY,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

STATE OF NEW MEXI-
CO to Defendant, Helen E.
Mccarthy aka Helen E.
Dawes, If Living, If De-
ceased, The Unknown Heirs
of the Estate of Helen E.
Mccarthy aka Helen E.
Dawes, Deceased:

You are hereby notified that
the above-named Plaintiff
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
has filed a civil action
against you in the above-
entitled Court and cause, the
general object thereof being
to foreclose a mortgage on
real property located at 2163
Foxtail Pine Drive, Las
Cruces, NM 88012. The real
property which is the subject
matter of this action is
legally described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 19 IN
BLOCK NUMBERED 9 OF
THE PINES UNIT SIX,
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEX-
ICO, AS THE SAME IS
SHOWN AND DESIGNA-
TED ON THE PLAT OF
SAID THE PINES UNIT
SIX, FILED IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK OF DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
ON OCTOBER 7, 2003 IN
PLAT BOOK 20, FOLIO
447-448.

Unless you serve a pleading
or motion in response to the
Complaint in said cause on
or before thirty (30) days
after the last publication
date, judgment by default
will be entered against you.

McCARTHY &
HOLTHUS, LLP

By:/s/Catherine Sanchez
Jeannette M. Whittaker
Catherine Sanchez
6501 Eagle Rock NE,
Suite A-3
Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87113
Telephone No.:
(505) 219-4900
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Dates: 12/04, 12/11, 12/18,
2015

AVAILABLE NOW IN
TERRACE HILL-
DOUBLEWIDE-
$740MO./$740Dep.,
SINGLEWIDES
$620-$725 DEPOSIT IS
SAME AMOUNT AS RENT.
NO PETS, NO SMOKING,
CR. CHECK. PHONE
575-382-9000

AVAILABLE NOW IN
VISTA REAL MHC-
2BD/2BA,
$610MO./$610DEP.;
3BD/2BA, SINGLE WIDE,
$725MO./$725DEP. THIS
HOME HAS HEATED EN-
CLOSED PORCH, CAR-
PORT; DBL. WIDE 3/2,
$730MO./$730DEP., THIS
HOME HAS REFRIGER-
ATED AIR; $20.00 CREDIT
CK., WATER/TRASH PD.,
NO PETS, NO SMOKING,
TWO VEHICLE PARKING
O N L Y .  P H O N E
575-382-9000

SPACES AVAILABLE IN
T E R R A C E  H I L L
M H C - 1 6 X 7 6  B O X .
PHONE 575-382-9000

Commercial Retail or
Office 901 S. Main 2000
sq. ft. Lots of Parking,
$1,250.00 per mo.
Agent 523-7637.
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Food safety should be at top of your holiday lists
With Christmas fast approaching, 

the next week is full of  good cheer 
and plenty of  food. To help keep your 
holiday season and new year healthy, 
the U.S. Department of  Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) is issuing food safety 
recommendations for your Christ-
mas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, New 
Year’s Eve, Three Kings Day, or other 
festive gatherings. These tips come 
from years of  experience working to 
make sure that the meat, poultry and 
egg products you eat are safe, whole-
some and properly labeled.

Steps to follow when 
cooking a holiday roast

• Use separate cutting boards, 
plates and utensils for raw roasts and 
cooked roasts to avoid cross-contami-
nation. 

• Wash items such as cutting boards 
that have touched raw meat with 
warm water and soap, or place them 
in a dishwasher.

• To avoid overcooking beef, veal, 
pork and lamb roasts use a meat 
thermometer. These roasts should be 
removed from the oven when they 
reach an internal temperature of  145 
°F and allowed to rest for three min-
utes before serving.

• Turkey, duck, and goose should be 
cooked to an internal temperature of  
165 °F as measured by a food ther-
mometer. Temperatures should be 
taken in three areas of  the bird: the 
thickest part of  the breast, the inner-
most part of  the wing, and the inner-
most part of  the thigh.

Food safety tips for 
holiday party buffets

• Keep hot food hot and keep cold 
food cold by using chafing dishes or 
crock pots and ice trays. 

• Hot items should remain above 
140 ˚F and cold items should remain 
below 40 ˚F.

• Use several small plates when 
serving food.

• Discard perishable foods left out 
for 2 hours or more.

• Leftovers should be refrigerated 
or frozen immediately in shallow 
containers. Reheat leftovers to 165 °F.

• If  you’re transporting pre-cooked 
food to a holiday get together, keep 
cold foods safe on the way there by 
placing items in a cooler with ice or 

gel packs to keep them at or below 40 
˚F. If  you’re transporting hot foods, 
wrap dishes in insulated bags or tow-
els and newspaper to keep their tem-
perature above 140 ˚F.

Top food safety holiday gifts

• Food Thermometer: a useful tool 
for even the most experienced cook 
as it is the only way to ensure that 
meat is fully cooked. 

• Cutting Board: using separate 
cutting boards for raw meat and 
ready-to-eat food is a great way to 
prevent cross-contamination.

• Kitchen Towel: these towels 
should be washed frequently to avoid 
cross-contamination, so a home cook 
can never have enough kitchen tow-
els. 

Steps to follow for 
mail-delivered holiday food

• Check with the mail delivery com-

pany to ensure they send perishable 
items, like meat and poultry, cold or 
frozen and pack it with a cold source.

• Foods should be packaged in a 
foam or heavy corrugated cardboard 
container. 

• Delivery should occur as quickly 
as possible — ideally, overnight. 

• Foods should arrive frozen or par-
tially frozen with ice crystals still 
visible or at least refrigerator cold 
— below 40 °F as measured by a food 
thermometer.

To have immediate access to food 
safety information, download the 
FoodKeeper application. 

This smartphone and tablet app 
created by FSIS will help you evalu-
ate what items in your refrigerator 
and pantry are still good and what 
may be past its prime. As you’re put-
ting together dishes for meals at 
home or parties at work, it will help 

you make sure you’re using fresh in-
gredients. The FoodKeeper offers 
storage advice on more than 400 dif-
ferent food and beverage items and 
can help you decide what you can 
keep and what you should throw out. 
It also offers handy guidance on left-
overs, which you’ll probably have a 
lot of  after the big meal. Download 
the FoodKeeper today on your An-
droid or iOS device.

Consumers can learn more about 
key food safety practices at Foodsafe-
ty.gov and follow @USDAFoodSafety 
on Twitter. 

Consumers with questions about 
food safety can call the USDA Meat 
and Poultry Hotline at 1-888-MPHo-
tline (1-888-674-6854) or chat live with 
a food safety specialist at AskKaren.
gov, available from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Eastern Standard Time, Monday 
through Friday, in English or Span-
ish.
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NMSU to offer free Lamaze classes in English, Spanish in spring
In spring 2016, the New Mexico 

State University School of  Nursing 
will offer Lamaze childbirth prepara-
tion classes in both English and 
Spanish for free to pregnant women 
in their sixth to eighth month of  
pregnancy. 

NMSU nursing faculty and stu-
dents are teaching the educational 
classes to women. To register, call 
college assistant professor Martha 
Morales at 575-646-8089 or email at 
moralest@nmsu.edu.

NMSU will offer two six-week En-
glish courses and two six-week Span-
ish courses starting in early Febru-
ary in the College of  Health and So-
cial Services building. Pregnant 
women must be 24 to 32 weeks preg-
nant by the first class. 

The English courses will be from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. every Thursday. The 
first session is from Feb. 4-March 10 
and the second session is March 24-
April 28. 

The Spanish courses will be from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. every Wednesday. The 
first session is from Feb. 3-March 9 
and the second session is March 23-
April 27. 

“Lamaze classes provide the avenue 
for moms and their support persons 
to advocate for their individual needs 
as they labor and have their baby,” 
Morales said. “One of  the philoso-
phies of  Lamaze is to allow labor to 
start on its own and to provide the la-
boring woman a support person(s) 
who will be there for her and guide 
her through the techniques, which 

facilitate the process of  birthing.
“The positive bond which the ex-

pectant couples build during the 
classes is demonstrated when they 
come back to ‘Show and Tell’ to show 
the baby and tell the story of  their 
birth,” she added. “Each couple pres-
ents their individual report on the 
birth and responds to questions from 
the graduating Lamaze class.”

Preparing for the sixth consecutive 
semester of  courses, Morales said 
she is not surprised by the growth of  
the classes. 

“After we initiated Lamaze classes 
two years ago, I was told by my com-
munity partners that Lamaze was 
not being offered anywhere in Las 
Cruces. We began with five couples 
in fall of  2013. We have offered two 

English series each semester, which 
have been filled to capacity of  15 
moms and their support persons. I 
have actually had to turn moms 
away.”

Spanish courses were added in fall 
2015 after Morales was informed of  
the community’s need. 

“Several moms and their support 
persons were bilingual in English 
and Spanish, so I had to be creative 
in providing educational materials 
conducive to learning in both lan-
guages,” she said.

A support person is welcome to at-
tend with the mothers. Free parking 
is available off  Jordan Street. For 
more information on Lamaze child-
birth education classes, visit www.
lamaze.org.

With the holiday season 
upon us, many people’s 
schedules are hectic once 
again. There are social 
events and family gather-
ings to attend, shopping 
ventures to make, and 
decorating to be done. 
While fun, the holiday 
season can be a time of  
added pressure, which 
leads to stress and other 
unhealthy situations. 

At a time when you 
want to be at your best, 
stress can affect your 
physical well-being. The 
American Psychological 
Association says the hus-
tle and bustle of  the holi-
days has psychological 
consequences for some 
people. More people are 
inclined to feel that their 
stress increases, rather 
than decreases, around 
the holidays. The Nation-
al Institute of  Mental 
Health says chronic 
stress can lower immuni-

ty and cause excretory, 
digestive and reproduc-
tive systems to stop work-
ing properly. Stress also 
may cause you to eat un-
healthy snacks to cope, 
and that can lead to un-
wanted weight gain. 

Stress is not the only 
potential health hazard 
that can arise around the 
holidays. A greater num-
ber of  parties expose you 
to an abundance of  foods 
and drinks you may not 
consume on a regular 
basis, and that can lead to 
a lot of  mindless eating. 
Weight gained during this 
time of  year can be diffi-
cult to shed come Janu-
ary, when colder tem-
peratures challenge 
many people’s motivation 
to exercise. 

Also, social settings put 
you in close contact with 
a greater number of  peo-
ple, potentially increas-
ing your exposure to 

germs. 
You can still feel your 

best during the holidays. 
Follow these tips for 
maintaining a healthy 
mind and body.

• Get the flu vaccine. 
The flu vaccine can pro-
tect you against various 
strains of  the flu. Get a flu 
shot before the holidays 
so you are ready for cold 
and flu season.

• Carry disinfecting 

wipes. Germs can linger 
on surfaces long after an 
infected person has come 
and gone. Studies from re-
searchers at the Universi-
ty of  Arizona in Tucson 
have found the flu virus 
— and even the antibiot-
ic-resistant bacteria 
MRSA — on airline tray 
tables. Buses, trains and 
doors all may be harbor-
ing germs. Wipe down 
surfaces with disinfecting 

wipes and allow them to 
air-dry before touching 
them. This can help you 
avoid coming into contact 
with germs.

• Balance your activi-
ties. It can be tempting to 
overbook your schedule 
with a ton of  activities, 
but this may ultimately 
prove stressful. Leave 
days open to relax and do 
things you want to do, 
such as viewing Christ-
mas light displays or even 
just unwinding at home 
with a good book. Try del-
egating some tasks to oth-
ers in the household so 
you don’t take on too 
much responsibility.

• Keep up an exercise 
routine. Don’t stray too 
far from your exercise 
schedule. You may have 
to move workout times to 
free up other time later in 
the day for shopping or 
parties. Early morning is 
a good time to exercise 

because it gets you mov-
ing first thing in the 
morning and might even 
encourage you to hit the 
sack a little earlier each 
night, ensuring you get 
all the sleep you need. Ex-
ercise also can improve 
energy levels and relieve 
stress.

• Don’t focus on food. 
Focus more on enjoyable 
activities that keep you 
moving rather than al-
ways being seated around 
the table for a big meal. 
Save indulgences for one 
or two treats on the holi-
days and eat sensibly oth-
erwise.

• Talk to someone. If  the 
holidays have you feeling 
blue, talk to a friend or 
family member. If  you 
need more professional 
support, find a social 
worker or psychologist 
that can help you work 
through stress and other 
feelings.

Do your best to avoid stress or illness around the holidays.

Ways to stay 
healthy this 
holiday season
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PetsandPeople

Bulletin report

Mayor Ken Miyagishima 
was the guest speaker at 
the Coalition for Pets and 
People meeting on Dec. 8 at 
Branigan Library. The 
mayor fielded questions 
from members of the audi-
ence and also presented 
his own history with ani-
mal welfare. He mentioned 
several recent cases of ani-
mal neglect and abuse and 
how they have affected his 
thinking about animal 
welfare. Mayor Miyagishi-
ma has been very support-
ive of animal welfare work 
in the community for 
many years (CfPP was 
founded in 2011). 

One important message 

of  the mayor’s discussion 
was the possibility of  
charging fines for city 
strays to discourage sec-
ond or multiple incidents 
with the same animals so 
they can be returned to 
the owner instead of  City 
ACO’s automatically tak-
ing strays to the shelter 
and causing undue stress 
on the shelter as well as 
the pets, when they can 
be identified and returned 
home directly. 

The development of  an 
animal advisory board for 
the city was also dis-
cussed and supported by 
the mayor and was voted 
on by the members pres-
ent to pursue.

Animal advisory 
board proposed

PHOTO BY CHRIS BELARDE
Mayor Ken Miyagishima attended the recent Action Programs for Animals meeting. 

APA kitten adoptions 
at the Mall

Action Programs for Animals will 
have a booth at the Mesilla Valley 
Mall’s Santa’s Market during the holi-
day season. We will feature kittens for 
adoption as well as pet-related items 
for sale. Saturday, Dec.19th, 12 to 6 p.m. 
For information, call 644-0505 or 571-
4654.

Animal Services Center 
in need of winter goods

With the cold winter weather ap-
proaching quickly we are in dire need 
of  blankets, sheets, comforters, and 

towels to keep our dogs outside warm 
and cozy through the cold nights! If  
you have any of  these items in your 
closet that you no longer use or need, 
we would be happy to take them off  
your hands! Call 382-0018. 

Volunteers needed 
to help at center

The Animal Services Center is look-
ing for volunteers to help us with dog 
walking, off-site adoption events, out-
reach programs, and more. Do you have 
a few hours a month to help give love 
and kindness to a homeless pet? If  so, 
contact us to find out how you can get 
involved. 

Call, visit our website or Facebook 
page, or stop by the shelter today. Call 
382-0018.

PET BRIEFS Pet of the Week
Meet the adorable Dobbs! He is a fun and outgoing type of  guy who 

loves to go for long walks. He also loves to stay home and cuddle up next 
to you while watching some Netflix and eating delicious peanut butter 
cookies! Dobbs has been at the shelter for 1 year and 2 months. His big-
gest wish this holiday season is to find his forever home. 

Please give this amazing dog a second chance at happiness and come 
meet him today. He is a 3-year-old brown and tan Doberman cross. For 
more information, call: 575-382-0018. Hours of  Operation: Monday thru 
Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday: Noon to 5 p.m., 3551 Bataan 
Memorial West.

Additional services offered by Animals Services Center of  the Mesilla 
Valley:

Microchip your pet today for only $20! Available daily, no appointment 
necessary. 

Pet Licenses — City and County licenses available daily. City: Altered 
$7; Unaltered $50. County: Altered $7; Unaltered $50.

Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Program  —Dogs $35, Cats $25. By appointment 
only.  

Read the entire 
Bulletin at 

www.lascrucesbul-
letin.com

Adopt any APA rescue animal from Nov. 
1st–Jan. 4th for the low fee of $25

Check our adoptable animal listings and
calendar for holiday adoption events: www.actionpro-

gramsforanimals.org
575-644-0505

APA Adoption Center, 800 W. Picacho Ave.
Open Tues/Thurs/Sat 12 to 5 p.m. (and by appointment)

 

 

Look for APA at the Mesilla Valley Mall's Santa's 
Market each weekend from Nov 27th thru Dec 20th!

)
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HealthyHappenings

Managing pain in horses and supporting good health
The obvious fact that makes the 

management of  pain in an animal so 
difficult is the inability of  the animal 
to actually tell us in words what is 
happening. We can certainly speculate 
with injuries and illness and know 
that a horse is hurting; even likely pin-
point the location of  the pain. And 
having a clear guideline is profoundly 
helpful.

In cases where we do not have clari-
ty or certainty, we can observe the 
horse for “pain indicators.” These in-
clude, but are not limited to, increased 
heart rate, rapid respiration, sweating 
and shaking. A horse in pain might 
drop to the ground and roll violently 
or press himself  against walls or fenc-
es. He might throw his head about or 
kick out in anguish. It is important for 
us to stay safe and alert when evaluat-
ing and treating horses that hurt.

A Veterinary exam can rule out 
some causes of  symptoms and pin-
point areas of  trauma or imbalance. 

Medications that suppress the symp-
toms are necessary, but equally im-
portant is discovery of  the cause of  
those symptoms. Relief  is realized by 
addressing the actual cause of  pain 
after that pain is lessened.

In general: cold is applied to new, 
acute injuries and heat is applied to 
old, chronic injuries. In cold weather, 
application of  blankets to the body and 
deep bedding in a proper pen with 
shelter will aid in comforting the horse 
and speed up healing. Leg injuries will 
usually require some type of  support 
through bandages and/or boots to the 
leg and the hoof. If  a single leg is in-
jured, support of  the remaining three 
legs will aid healing by keeping them 
from becoming stressed and injured. 

The horse is walking on “digits” — 
each leg is the equivalent of  one of  our 
fingers, so extra loading of  uninjured 
parts can escalate to increasing inju-
ries and pain.

Internal pain can be the result of  di-
gestive disturbances, even ulcers. A 
Veterinarian can properly assess the 
horse’s condition and supply the medi-
cations that relieve immediate suffer-
ing. The reasons for internal distress 
can be determined and any future re-
occurrences prevented with proper 
diet, abundant water, an anti-parasite 
program and a stress free environ-
ment.

Inflammation can be a common 
cause of  pain and anti-inflammatory 
drugs help short term in the begin-
ning. Herbs that can prevent inflam-
mation over long term use (ingested) 
are: white willow bark, celery seed, 
turmeric root, meadowsweet, yucca 
root, boswellia and devil’s claw. Herbs 
for external use as infusions are: arni-

ca, comfrey, peppermint and rosemary. 
Essential oils for pain are peppermint, 
lavender and anise seed. Do not use 
any drug or herb on pregnant or lac-
tating mares without professional 
guidance. 

Pain in a horse’s hoof  can often be 
caused by bruising which can lead to 
abscesses that can be excruciating! 
Soaking the hoof  in very warm epsom 
salt water for 30 minutes 3 times daily 
will draw out pain and abscesses. If  
you suspect a horse’s hoof  sole has 
been bruised on a ride, dose him with 
homeopathic arnica or belles remedies 
as soon as possible. This can prevent 
or reduce the bruising.

Pain can be like a ghost that appears 
and disappears in a horse’s life. 

Tracking it down, identifying causes 
and choosing treatments can be chal-
lenging but rewarding. In the end, we 
must always see the horse as a whole 
and support the body’s good health at 
all times.

Katharine 
Lark Chrisley

Stable Woman

Las Cruces Bulletin 
Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”

The Las Cruces Bulletin
840 N. Telshor Blvd., Ste. E • www.lascrucesbulletin.com

Animal Services Center 
of the Mesilla Valley
3551 Bataan Memorial West

Help sponsor an 
adoptable animal!
To sponsor call: 
524-8061
To adopt call: 
382-0018

or visit
petango.com/ascmv

Meet the adorable Dobbs! He is a fun and out-going type of guy that 
loves to go for long walks! Dobbs has been at our shelter for 1 year 2 
months now; his biggest wish this holiday season is to fi nd his forever 
home! Please give this amazing dog a second chance at happiness and 
come meet him today!

DobbsDoberman XBrown/Tan~3 yrs oldMale

Las Cruces Regional Aquatic Center 
has new winter hours

Th e City of Las Cruces Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment will set new hours at the Regional Aquatic Center, 
1401 E. Hadley Ave., beginning January 2, 2016. Th e 
new hours of operation for Monday through Friday will 
be: Fitness session from 6-9:30 a.m., group session from 
10 a.m.–1:30 p.m., open swim session from 2-6 p.m. and 
Parks & Recreation programs from 6:30–8:30 p.m.

New Saturday hours will be are: Fitness session from 
8-11 a.m. and open swim sessions from noon-3:30 p.m. 
and 4-7:30 p.m. Th e center will be closed on Sunday.

Th e new hours of operation for the upstairs fi tness 
area at the center are Monday through Friday, 6 a.m. to 
8:30 p.m., Saturday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and closed on 
Sunday.

Th e new hours begin January 2, 2016 and will end 
March 27, 2016. For more information, call Th e Las 
Cruces Regional Aquatic Center at 541-2782.

Free course in Spanish for Alzheimer’s 
families, caregivers 

“Cuidando con Respeto” is a free course present-
ed in Spanish for caregivers of people with Alzhei-
mer’s disease and related dementias. It provides 
much of the same helpful information as the popu-
lar “Savvy Caregiver” Program. It will be presented 
as a two day course in two, 4-hour sessions. Th e 
following options are available: Tuesday, Jan. 12 and 
19, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. or Th ursday, Jan. 14 and 21, 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. All classes will be held at the South-
ern Area Health Education Center, 4003 Geothermal 
Dr. To register or for more information, please con-

tact Alma Gross, 646-3061 or algross@nmsu.edu.

Crossroads Acupuncture celebrating 
the holidays with $10 sessions

On Christmas Eve day (Dec. 24) Crossroads Acu-
puncture invites everyone to duck out of the holiday 
stress for a community acupuncture treatment from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. at 130 S. Main in Downtown Las Cruces.  
Schedule your appointment online at crossroadsacu-
puncture.com or call 575-936-0200.

Zumba toning class 
Th e City of Las Cruces Parks & Recreation Depart-

ment will add an additional Zumba Toning class at the 
Regional Aquatic Center, 1401 E. Hadley Ave., beginning 
January 5, 2016. Th e new class with take place every 
Tuesday from 5 to 5:50 p.m.

Zumba Toning adds resistance by using Zumba 
Toning Sticks (or light weights) and helps you focus on 
specifi c muscle groups, so you stay engaged! Th e toning 
sticks enhance your sense of rhythm and coordination, 
while toning target zones, including arms, your core 
and lower body.

For more information, call the Las Cruces Regional 
Aquatic Center at 541-2782.

New Mexico launches behavioral health 
and veterans online portals

Th e New Mexico Human Services Department 
(HSD) and New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Ser-
vices (DVS) have launched new online portals that will 
act as “one-stop shops” to help people fi nd and navigate 
the behavioral health-related and veterans services 

available to them. 
Th e new Network of Care for Behavioral Health and 

Network of Care for Veterans, Service Members and 
Th eir Families portals streamline access to behavioral 
health-related and veterans services, providing a single 
place for information and resources for individuals, 
families, agencies and providers.

Available online at newmexico.networkofcare.org/
mh/, Network of Care for Behavioral Health provides a 
comprehensive directory of services and information 
for individuals and their families seeking to address 
depression, substance abuse and other behavioral 
health-related issues. Services include contact informa-
tion for and access to addiction treatment and recovery; 
education and employment resources, child, adoles-
cent and family services; legal and medical providers; 
and more. Th e portal also provides access to the latest 
news about behavioral health-related conditions, treat-
ments and other valuable information.
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YOUR LAS CRUCES PRE-OWNED IMPORT

HEADQUARTERSHEADQUARTERSHEADQUARTERS
From Certified Pre-Owned to Budget Buys, Nobody Beats A Sisbarro Import Deals!Sisbarro Import Deals!

Sisbarro will pay for all your repairs to the
powertrain components for as long as

you own your vehicle...

NO ADDITIONAL
CHARGE & NO
DEDUCTIBLE!

133 POINT CHECK

72 HOUR EXCHANGE

WARRANTY 4  LIFE

THE

PROOF
IS THE CARS

We've checked everything
that can go wrong so

it won’t go wrong!

SHOP OUR ENTIRE
PRE-OWNED INVENTORY 24/7 AT .com

†Tax, title, license and dealer service transfer fee additional.  Sale price includes all applicable factory incentives. Not everyone will qualify. Subject to prior sale. On select models. With approved credit. See Dealer for details.  *See Sisbarro for complete Best Test details. When all factory maintenance as recommended by original owner’s manual is performed by 
Sisbarro. 133-point certification of mechanical components, power accessories and electrical systems to ensure working order at time of purchase, does not assure overall condition or future roadworthiness of vehicle. Lifetime powertrain coverage only on vehicles five years from most current model year includes engine (except for carburetor and gasoline/diesel 
fuel injection components) front wheel drive, rear wheel drive and transmission. 72-hour exchange for vehicle of equal value. Sales volume based on most recent Polk Cross Sell data.

g y , yy p

NO MONEY DOWN DELIVERS 
BAD CREDIT. NO CREDIT. NO PROBLEM

1115 SOUTH VALLEY DRIVE
844.781.1003
OPEN 8AM - 6PM MON - SAT

11AM-5PM SUNDAY

2009 SUZUKI SX-4

Only
$8,999*

5Sp, CD Player, Cruise Control, Power Windows, Power Locks!
Used #A13721B

2008 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE

Only
$9,999*

 Very Low Miles, 5Sp, CD Player, Cruise Control, Power 
Windows, Power Lock! Used #A13697.

2011 HONDA CIVIC

Only
$10,999*

2Dr, Automatic, AM/FM Stereo, Cassatte, Cd Player, Cruise 
Control, Dual Air Bags, Tilt Wheel, Anti-Lock Brakes, Power 

Windows, Power Locks, Power Steering! Used #A13874

2011 MAZDA CX-7

Only
$12,999*

Automatic, CD Player, Cruise Control, Power Windows, Power 
Lock! Used #A13744

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA

Only
$12,999*

 Automatic, Cruise Control, Power Windows, Power Locks!
Used #A13544.

2012 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF TDI

Only
$13,999*

Used #A13833

2014 KIA FORTE

Only
$13,999*

4Dr, Automatic, CD Player, Cruise Control, Power Windows, Power 
Lock! Used #A13850.

2012 FORD FUSION

Only
$14,999*

4Dr, Automatic, AM/FM Stereo, Cruise Control, CD Player, Power 
Windows, Power Locks! Used #A13784

2011 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA SEL

Only
$14,999*

Automatic, Leather Seats, Power Windows, Power Lock, Sunroof!
Used #MI7981A.

2012 JEEP COMPASS 

Only
$16,999*

4Dr, Automatic, Cd Player, Cruise Control, Power Windows, Power 
Lock! Used #A13876.

2014 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF

Only
$16,999*

4Dr, Automatic, CD Player, Cruise Control, Power Locks!
Used #A13824.

2013 HYUNDAI VELOSTER 

Only
$16,999*

2Dr, Automatic, Cd Player, Cruise Control, Power Windows, Power 
Lock! Used #VW10017B

2008 INFINITI M35

Only
$16,999*

Very Low Miles, 4Dr, Automatic, Leather Seats, Power Seats, 
Sunroof! Used #A13643B1.

2013 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA SPORT WAGON

Only
$17,999*

Very Low Miles, Automatic, Power Windows, Power Locks! 
Used #VW10048A.

2014 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT

Only
$17,999*

Used #A13554.

2013 VOLKSWAGEN CC

Only
$19,999*

Automatic, Cd Player, Cruise Control, Power Windows, Power Lock!
Used #A13731B.

2007 FORD FOCUS 

Only
$5,999*

2Dr, 5Sp, AC, CD Player, Cruise Control!
Used #A13743A1

2003 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE GT 

Only
$6,999*

V6, Very Low Miles, Leather Seats, Automatic, Power Windows, 
Power Locks, Convertible! Used #MI7986A.


