
Healthcare for the Whole Family

Call Today for Your Appointment
575-521-5370

On Don Roser at Terrace
(NW corner of the MMC campus)

Services include:
 Adult care
 Pediatric/adolescent & 

   young adult care
 Obstetrical care

Mon-Fri: 8 am - 5 pm 
Tue & Thu: Walk-in hours 

Teen Clinic (ages 12-25)
Mon/Tue/Thu/Fri: 4 - 5 pm 
Walk-ins welcome

 Diagnosis and treatment 
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3299 Del Rey Blvd. Las Cruces

575.523.3933

*See store for details.
Offer expires 12/31/15

21% OFF 
ALL ASHLEY FURNITURE

23% OFF 
ALL ASHLEY FURNITURE 

(WHEN BUYING 5 OR MORE PIECES)

25% OFF 
ALL ASHLEY FURNITURE 

(WHEN BUYING 7 OR MORE PIECES)

13TH MONTH SALE

Thirteen-year-old Carmen Sanchez, left, an eighth grader at La Academia 
Dolores Huerta charter middle school, and 12-year-old Daniela Robinson, a 
seventh grader at La Academia Dolores Huerta, pose in front of a Christmas 
tree in their folklorico dance outfits. The straight-A students, members of 
their school’s performance ballet folklorico dance team, chose and prac-
ticed five traditional Jalisco dance songs so they could give free perfor-
mances at senior-living centers such as Village at Northrise, Desert Peaks 
and Golden Mesa.

Dancing with Christmas spirit

By Mike Cook
Las Cruces Bulletin

President Barack Obama signed the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
into law Dec. 10. The new law means 
“no more one size fits all,” said Las 
Cruces Public Schools (LCPS) Chief  
Academic Officer Andrea Fletcher. “It 
changes the focus to give states more 
power. It lets us really target what we 
need in our state. It’s really a good 
thing.”

“Overall, it’s a very good move,” said 
LCPS Superintendent Stan Rounds. 
“This is definitely a move in the right 
direction.”

ESSA is the seventh reauthorization 
of  the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of  1965, and the first re-au-
thorization since 2002, when No Child 
Left Behind (NCLB) became law. 

Since teacher evaluations will no lon-
ger be tied to student test scores by fed-
eral mandate under ESSA, it could 
mean a change in the way New Mexico 
evaluates its classroom teachers. 

“It appears to me that it takes state is-
sues rather than a local issue first,” said 
Rounds, “so I can see the current gover-
nor and the current secretary (of  the 
New Mexico Public Education Depart-
ment [NMPED]) continuing down the 
road they’re on. I think it will mean a 
softening and probably a re-definition,” 

Bulletin report

Judge Manuel Arrieta in Third Judi-
cial District Court continued Doña Ana 
County’s temporary restraining order 
against the office of  County Sheriff  En-
rique “Kiki” Vigil for 40 days.

County spokesman Jess Williams said 
the extension is to allow the sheriff  
time to retain legal counsel.

At issue is whether the county or the 
sheriff’s department should operate the 
Doña Ana County Detention Center 
after the center’s director, Christopher 
Barela, was arrested for fraud Tuesday, 
Dec. 8. 

On that day, Vigil’s office took control 
of  the jail, but later in the day Vigil was 
served with the temporary restraining 
order by County Manager Julia Brown 
to relinquish control of  the center, 
which the sheriff’s office did.

In its petition filed with the court, Doña 

Judge continues 
restraining order

New education 
law could mean 
big changes

SEE JUDGE, PAGE A11 SEE LAW, PAGE A10



Content brought to you by: 

Doña Ana County 
‘Your Partner in Progress’ 

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
Visit our Award-Winning Website at www.donaanacounty.org or Contact Us at (575) 647-7200 

December 25, 2015 

Merry Christmas, neighbors! 

SANTA’S SURPRISE 
     Yadira Bernal collects her loot while Santa (Steve Casares) and Doña Ana County Health and Human Services Depart-
ment employee Sonia Ruiz look on. Bernal was one of about 600 children who participated in a series of celebrations at 
various community centers in rural communities. Doña Ana County employees reached into their wallets to make sure the 
Spirit of Christmas was alive and well for the participating children. This is the 12th year of the program.   

PHOTO: Corrie Stone-Fielder 
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Don’t Miss This
Because you missed 
your colonoscopy. 
Colon cancer is the second leading cause of cancer-related 
deaths in the United States. Because colon cancer can 
develop with little or no symptoms, it is important to 
schedule a screening exam if you’re age 50 or older.

A colonoscopy can save your life. Don’t 
miss it.

Our Physicians Include:
Dr. Thomas Nattakom
Dr. Kai Noshirwani    Dr. Prasad Podila
Dr. Jean Pierre Reinhold    Dr. Joseph Sunny

Call to schedule your 
colonoscopy at Lohman Endoscopy 
Center today. 575-522-6239

4381 E Lohman Ave # A
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By Susie Ouderkirk
Las Cruces Bulletin

CW Ayon is a rock star. 
He’s talented, good look-
ing, charming, plays the 
guitar, travels around the 
world performing, and 
makes relevant music. 
And he has great hair. 
But when you meet him, 
you’d never know that 
he’s anything but an aver-
age guy from Las Cruces, 
raising a family and try-
ing to pay the bills. 

Ayon could be the cli-
ché American rock god, 
but instead he busts more 
than one rock-n-roll ste-
reotype as he climbs up 
the slippery ladder of  mu-
sical notoriety. Con-
sciously diverging from 
the characteristics of  a 
rock star, he comes across 
more like the faithful best 
friend, the caring high 
school teacher, the good 
guy who finishes last. 
And he’s absolutely com-
fortable in his own unas-
suming skin.

At 39 years old, Ayon 
(pronounced Eye-own) is 
a successful blues musi-
cian who just might put 
Las Cruces on the musi-
cal map. He has produced 
6 albums, containing 
more than 50 songs, most 
of  which he’s written 

himself. He records his 
music in Las Cruces at 
Image Recordings and 
Studio 603.

His music is rooted in 
the history of  the Missis-
sippi Hill Country, exem-
plified by the late blues 
men Junior Kimbrough 
and R.L. Burnside, who 
are Ayon’s idols. Kim-
brough’s music “has a 
slinky vibe,” Ayon says, 
and Burnside’s “feels like 
a dance party.” 

Both Kimbrough and 
Burnside created music 
from the north part of  
Mississippi around 
Clarksdale and Holly 
Springs, and their styles 
share what is called (ac-
cording to Wikipedia) 
“trance blues” or “hyp-
notic boogie.” 

“It’s kind of  a drone,” 
Ayon explains. “This 
music is definitely about 
feel. You can just sit still, 
and listen and feel.” The 
earthy, elastic Hill Coun-
try style developed from 
working class backyard 
parties and juke joints all 
down the Mississippi 
river and into the delta 
area during the 1920s and 
30s. Burnside, Kim-
brough, and their fami-
lies, kept the distinct Hill 
Country sound in the 

south even as the blues 
expanded around the 
United States.

The blues themselves 
seem to have a set of  un-
written rules. The ubiqui-
tous 5 chord progression 
most of  us recognize 
(think of   the beginning 
of  George Thorogood’s 
“Bad to The Bone”,) as 
well as mournful lyrics 
about unfaithful women, 
dogs who run away and 
trucks that won’t start, 
seem to be mandatory in 
the blues genre. Ayon’s 
songs feel authentically 
pained, although he ad-
mits he has to dig deep to 
find the suffering and the 
sorrow that usually influ-
ences the music. 

There’s a definite dif-
ference between his Hill 
Country-inflected style 
and that of  the more com-
mercially popular blues 
sounds of  radio staples 
such as B.B. King and 
Eric Clapton. “There’s 
not a lot of  chord chang-
es,” he says, which is per-
fect because as a one-
man-band, he has only 
two hands but several in-
struments.

Yes, CW Ayon is a one-
man-band. But before you 
visualize a strangely 
dressed buffoon flailing 

on a huge bass drum with 
cymbals between his 
knees, an accordion on 
his back and a kazoo 
parked between his lips, 
clear your mind. He’s re-
ally just a guitar player 
who sits behind a drum 

The rock star next door

SEE STAR, PAGE A11

CW Ayon's 
music is 
just plain 
sexy. 

COURTESY PHOTOS
Carol and CW Ayon take a break from touring in France in 2015. 



Christmas means a lot 
of  things, big and small. 
The holiday means differ-
ent things to different 
people. 

Each family brings its 
own traditions, its own 
flavor, to the holiday.

There’s one tradition, 
however, that’s remained 
the same for more than 
2,000 years. You can find 
it in the King James Ver-
sion of  the Bible. Luke 
chapter 2, verses 1-20:

And it came to pass in 
those days,that there 
went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be 
taxed. (And this taxing 
was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor 
of  Syria.) And all went to 
be taxed, every one into 
his own city.

 And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, out of  
the city of  Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of  
David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he 
was of  the house and lin-
eage of  David.) To be 
taxed with Mary his es-
poused wife, being great 
with child. And so it was, 

that, while they were 
there, the days were ac-
complished that she 
should be delivered. And 
she brought forth her 
firstborn son,  and 
wrapped him in swad-
dling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because 
there was no room for 
them in the inn. And 
there were in the same 
country shepherds abid-
ing in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by 
night. 

And, lo, the angel of  
the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of  
the Lord shone round 
about them: and they 
were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of  great 
joy, which shall be to all 
people.  For unto you is 
born this day in the city 
of  David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. And 
this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, lying in a 
manger.

And suddenly there 
was with the angel a mul-

titude of  the heavenly 
host praising God, and 
saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward 
men. And it came to 
pass, as the angels were 
gone away from them 
into heaven, the shep-
herds said one to anoth-
er, Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem,  and see 
this thing which is come 
to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto 
us. And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, 
and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. 

And when they had 
seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying which 
was told them concern-
ing this child. And all 
they that heard it won-
dered at those things 
which were told them by 
the shepherds. 

But Mary kept all 
these things, and pon-
dered them in her heart. 
And the shepherds re-
turned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the 
things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was 
told unto them.
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Good tidings of great joy
This holiday tradition is 2,000 years old

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Individuals are Christians, 
government is secular 

The holiday season is here but 
Bev Courtney (12/18/15), still pro-
mulgates letter errors.  She states, 
“The Bible is for the government of  
the people, by the people and for the 
people. “    The Bible? Try Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address, 1863. The 
quote’s last sentence is also missing 
its strong ending phrase:  “… and 
shall not perish from the earth.” 

John Wycliffe was a 14th century 
church reformer. His work was an 
early precursor to the Protestant 
Reformation and its hundreds of  
years of  vicious wars. Have you for-
gotten that America’s founders un-
derstood they were coming out of  
the Enlightenment and European 
religious wars and wanted no part 

of  a church and state mixture? 
Many of our early Northeastern 
settlers ran from religious persecu-
tion.  Later, some colonies had sec-
tarian government, all ended after 
the Constitution’s ratification. The 
quote from Luke/Isiah is a religious 
Christian reference. There is no ref-
erence to G-d in our Constitution; 
I’ve read it many times. 

Yes, ”...spread the blessing... give 
to the poor... food, clothes for the 
children…”  with a reminder that 
spreading the blessings, per se is a 
strongly needed year-long effort, 
not just December and this season.

Happy Holidays, Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year to all the 
people of  the Bulletin and our 
whole community.

—Jerry Nachison



Kids bring such joy to the holidays, but they sure can be messy! However, your carpet doesn’t have to be. With 
STAINMASTER® carpet, each day is a little easier to clean up. And with a STAINMASTER® carpet exclusive 
warranty, it’s the carpet with the most trusted stain resistance. So while your kids and their messes will get 
bigger with time, your carpet will stay looking beautiful. STAINMASTER® carpet. Carpet that looks better, longer.

A couple of things to keep in mind 
when shopping for carpet...

Casey Carpet
O F  L A S  C R U C E S ,  I N C .

S E R V I N G  S O U T H E R N  N E W  M E X I C O  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

1515 W. AMADOR
523-9595

MON. - FRI. 8 A.M. - 6 P.M. • SAT. 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.
WWW.FLOORINGAMERICA.COM

“On behalf of all of us at 
Casey Carpet, we wish you 
a very blessed Christmas!”
Gina Hoffman Schweinebraten
Vice President 
Casey Carpet of Las Cruces, Inc.

W. AMADOR
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N
Casey Carpet
(Just west of Valley Dr. 
on Amador)

Welcoming New Patients

We accept Medicare, Medicaid, 
Tricare, Centennial Care and 

most private insurances.

Ana B. Ganem, MD
Family Practice

FAMILY CARE AND PEDIATRICS
2919 Hillrise Drive

575-532-1001
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It was Christmas Eve 
at daybreak when we 
found him in the yard.

His horse was porcu-
pined with frost, the 
ground was frozen hard.

He must’a drifted in 

last night after we’d all 
gone to bed

And had a fatal heart 
attack, ‘cause, fer dang 
sure he was dead!

We recognized him 
right away as Tater Jack, 

the preacher,
A fire and brimstone 

hard-nosed man, with 
one redeeming feature

He believed! And took 
it on himself  to spread 
the Holy Gospel

In places where the 
reg’lar church had 
deemed it near impos’ble.

We got to see him twice 
a year ‘cause we wuz out 
a ways.

He usually came by 
Christmas and he’d stay 

a couple days.
Now, Christmas in a 

cowboy camp’s a pretty 
lonely place

And folks like us, that 
live alone, build a sorta 
carapace

Like turtles have. 
Which insulates our 
heart from too much 
feelin’

But Tater Jack cut no 
one slack! He preached 
like thunder pealin’!

And got just down to 

the question...What did 
Christmas really mean!

Was it just another 
winter day to ply the old 
routine?

He’d dump the whole 
load on us, but what the 
heck, we had the time.

And he was a grand di-
version. Thumpin’ Bibles 
ain’t a crime.

But he’d end each 
Christmas sermon with 
the passages from Luke.

He explained, we were 

the shepherds which he 
meant as no rebuke,

Then he’d traipse us all 
out in the dark and point 
straight up and say,

“Fear not, I bring good 
tidings. Upon you is born 
this day

A savior, who is Jesus 
Christ the Lord! See them 
stars and us below...

They were shinin’ on 
them shepherds then, 

BaxterBlack
O N  T H E  E D G E  O F  C O M M O N  S E N S E

Cowboy Camp Christmas

SEE BLACK, PAGE A6



ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!
GERIATRIC MEDICINE
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Primary Care 
for Older Adults

(575) 532-5455
www.swcoa.com
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At the same time each 
year, many mainstream 
Americans celebrate 
Christmas. Other Ameri-
cans with different reli-
gions – or no religion at 
all – are forced to put up 
with the yearly celebra-
tions. Some people fuss 
about this imposition of  
the majority.

For those people wish-
ing to be offended by 
Christmas being a federal 
holiday, they can start by 
being offended with Con-
gress since that is the 
body that officially de-
clared the holiday. 

President Grant signed 
a bill on June 28, 1870 to 
create federal holidays. 
The federal Christmas 
holiday started there.

In a society of  more 
than 300 million citizens, 
there are vast opportuni-
ties to join together as 
Americans and equally 
vast opportunities to of-
fend or be offended. 

A critical distinction: 
Were people trying to of-
fend? 

When people take of-
fense where none was in-
tended, it gets sticky. 

In the early days of  our 
country, some people 
lived a long ways from 
their neighbors. My 
grandfather believed the 
secret to happiness was to 
live far enough away from 
neighbors that he 
couldn’t hear the dogs 
bark.

He did so but most of  
us live within mere feet 
from other families. It 
calls for accommodation. 

Since we are speaking 
of  Christmas, I believe 
the true spirit of  Christ-
mas is not to be in any-
one’s face. We who do cel-
ebrate do not want to be 
told we cannot celebrate 
but we are not trying to 
make anyone feel bad.

And most times if  we 
chill out a bit, most of  
what bothers us goes 
away. Not always. Many 
years ago I had four New 
Mexico State University 
football players renting a 
house across from me. 

They were fine neighbors 
in that I hardly noticed 
them.

Then it happened: They 
had a middle-of-the-night 
party and even in the 
back of  my house the 
music was loud. So I 
could call the police, go 
over and have a conversa-
tion with some football 
players who were drink-
ing or I could use my 
head. Amazingly, I waited 
until the next day and 
saw the head football 
coach Jim Hess.

Since it was the middle 
of  the season I said, 
“Coach Hess, you sure 
don’t work your football 
players very much.” 

He blinked and started 
to get red in the face. 

“Why do you say that?” 
he demanded. 

I smiled, “Because four 
of  your players can work 
out with your team 
during the day and party 
loudly all night.

He got it. 
“What street?” he in-

quired. 
I told him and he said, 

“Tell me if  they make any 
more noise. I’ll have them 

spend three hours run-
ning up and down the sta-
dium stairs.” 

I never heard another 
peep out of  them.

The issue with Christ-
mas is that it is a federal 
holiday. If  that is not your 
religion you still take a 
day off  from work if  you 
work for the government. 

The issue is that many 
people want to cause a 
fuss and do so. It is as stu-
pid as the Supreme Court 
ruling that you can’t have 
the Ten Commandments 
in government offices. 

The justices made that 
ruling while having the 
Ten Commandments on 
the walls of  their Su-
preme Court Building.

In a perfect world 
which we obviously are 
not in, people would not 
make things worse than 
they had to be. Life is 
tough but it does not have 
to be tougher than it is. 
Some people make things 
worse on purpose. They 
say if  you are alarmed at 
being in a hole, the first 
thing to do is quit digging.

It is the same with 
things that drive fellow 

Americans crazy like peo-
ple speaking something 
other than English while 
in America. One of  those 
people who speak other 
languages is me so they 
don’t get sympathy. There 
are certain phrases that 
just sound better in an-
other language.

I will do my best to cele-
brate the birth of  Christ 
in ways that do not offend 
rational people. They can-

not ask me to not put the 
Christ in Christmas. I will 
fight for my religious 
freedom. I won’t put it on 
them other than I may ac-
cidentally say, “Merry 
Christmas.”

 If  someone says, 
“Happy Holidays,” that is 
what I reply since we are 
all in this together.

Email: drswickard@
comcast.net

Merry Christmas to all who celebrate Christmas
Michael 

Swickard
In My 

Opinion

two thousand years ago!
So ya see, that’s how it 

started, with a bunch of  
guys like you

Who could see through 
all the hoopelah and give 
this day its due.

That’s why He told the 
shepherds first. See, God 
trusts a simple man.

So he signed yer kind 
up early, ‘cause He knew 
you’d understand.”

Well, Tater Jack would 
ramble on but what he 
said held water

And it made us cow-
boys kinda proud, and 
humble, like it ought’er.

Sam would play his 
ukulele and we’d sing a 
song or two

I reckon we were bet-
ter men ‘cause ol’ Tater 
drifted through.

So findin’ him this 
mornin’ put a damper on 
the day.

We thawed him out 
and combed his hair and 
stored his stuff  away.

Then buried him this 

afternoon. On his final 
Christmas Eve

We’ve all been sorta 
aimless since, maybe 
just too numb to grieve.

Russell Don had shot a 
sagehen and we saved it 
for tonight.

It was good, and we 
sure ate it all...but 
Christmas ain’t quite 
right.

Tater Jack made it of-
ficial, a snubbin’ post to 
tie to.

He gave Christmas 
real meaning. So, maybe 
we should try to

Carry on, like he 
would have us. Ain’t 
none of  us preacher

But no line camp 
bunch of  cowboys ever 
had a better teacher,

“Sam, if  you can play 
Hark the Herald Angels 
on your uke,

I’ll try and read that 
cowboy part...in those 
passages from Luke.”  

www.baxterblack.com

BLACK FROM PAGE A5



Why Would You Pay 
Urgent Care Prices

For A Sore Throat?

Urgent Care at 
Family Care Prices

Onsite Lab and X-Rays

Walk-ins Always Welcome
Hours: Monday - Friday        Lab opens at 7 AM
Clinical Hours 8 AM - 6 PM        Saturday 8 AM -12 PM

Call 532-4427 for an appointment.

3030 W. Picacho        532-4427
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Holiday 
schedule for 
city offi  ces

City Hall and most other 
City of  Las Cruces offices 
are closed to the public 
Friday, Dec. 25th and Fri-
day, Jan. 1st for the Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day 
holidays. Emergency ser-
vices such as fire and po-
lice will not be affected.

Free rides 
for veterans 
through DAV

The Disabled American 
Veterans free ride pro-
gram, which supplies van 
rides for veterans to hospi-
tal and doctor appoint-
ments, can be reached at 
the following numbers: Las 
Cruces and El Paso/Truth 
or Consequences/Albu-
querque 575-915-4899 and 
Alamogordo 505-506-8717. 

FirstLight 
receives 
Datatrac awards

FirstLight Federal 
Credit Union officials an-
nounced the credit union 
was recently certified 

with 2015 Datatrac Great 
Rate Awards for several 
deposit and loan prod-
ucts. 

The awards are issued 
to financial institutions 
that outperform the mar-
ket average based upon 
independent analysis 
conducted by Datatrac, a 
financial research firm 
which maintains Ameri-
ca’s largest interest-rate 
database. 

Datatrac compared 
rates from banking loca-
tions in El Paso and Las 
Cruces as of  Dec. 3. Data-
trac certified that First-
Light Federal Credit 
Union offered consum-
er-banking products that 
outperformed the market 
average by up to 50 per-
cent.  

Become a 
community 
volunteer

The AARP Foundation 
Tax-Aide Program needs 
volunteers across New 
Mexico and especially in 
Las Cruces to provide free 
tax assistance and prepa-
ration for members of  the 
community who need help 
in this area, generally 
those with low to moder-

ate income.
Who volunteers? People 

like you.  AARP Founda-
tion Tax-Aide volunteers 
serve in a variety of  roles.  

Volunteers are needed 
to electronically file tax 
returns, to greet taxpay-
ers and help organize 
their paperwork, to set up 
and keep running comput-
er equipment used to elec-
tronically file tax returns 
and to manage sites and 
do quality control.

“The AARP Foundation 
Tax-Aide Program needs 
New Mexicans all across 
the state and at this time, 
from Las Cruces and near-
by communities. 

We are looking for area 
volunteers who are inter-
ested in taking a little time 
to learn about taxes and 
then helping others by 
preparing federal and 
state income tax returns 
for free,” said IRS spokes-
person, Julia Lara. “Vol-
unteers are certified to 
prepare simple, non-busi-
ness tax returns for peo-
ple with low to moderate 
incomes. People of  all ages 
and backgrounds are wel-
come to volunteer. 

There is a role for any-
one who is interested, any-
one who wants to help and 
give back to their commu-

nity.” 
Free training will be of-

fered in December and 
January. 

Volunteer hours are 
flexible and the free tax 
help sites are located in 
near-by community cen-
ters, libraries, schools and 
other similar places. 

The instruction and 
training materials cover 

how to prepare basic indi-
vidual income tax returns, 
both federal and state and 
how to file them electroni-
cally.

Nationally, AARP Foun-
dation Tax-Aide has 
grown from four volun-
teers in 1968 to over 35,000 
volunteers at over 5,000 
sites in 2014 serving 2.6 
million people with free 

tax help.  
During the past tax sea-

son in New Mexico, 444 
Tax-Aide volunteers filed 
31,746 federal and 36,340 
State of  New Mexico tax 
returns. 

For more information 
on becoming a New Mexi-
co tax volunteer, go online 
to www.aarp.org/taxaide 
today. 

In Th e News

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Republican leadership is failing

To Paul Ryan, Speaker of  the 
House, and Mitch McConnell, Senate 
Leader in Washington, DC, USA

Subject: American People Betrayed
Sirs:
You should be ashamed of your-

selves! Insane legislation passed into 
law funding for two years with a com-
plete surrender to Obama’s programs 
promoting the destruction of  Ameri-
ca.

This bill you have just passed pro-
vides funding for practically every 
single item Obama has proposed, and 
are opposed by the majority of  Ameri-
cans, including Democrats:

1. Planned Parenthood’s program of  
abortion and sale of  babies body 
parts.

2. Sanctuary Cities – harboring ille-
gal criminals.

3. Acceptance and settlement of  
200,000 illegal aliens – some could be 
terrorists

4. Advancement of  EPS’s destruc-
tive agenda

5. Implementation and acceptance 
of  the Iran nuclear deal

6. Amnesty for the Lawless disobe-
dience of  illegals

7. Increased visas to unskilled work-
ers –and more.

The single item not funded was a 
fence on the southern border.

Republicans have voting control of  
the Congress, both the House and the 
Senate? That is a cruel JOKE!!

A disillusioned voter. 
—Mary Catherine Fuller



Dec. 25-31 

Temple Beth-El 
serving 
breakfast at 
Camp Hope

Temple Beth El members 
are providing and serving 
breakfast for the residents 
of Camp Hope on the morn-
ing of Dec. 25. For informa-
tion, call 524-3380

Lake Lucero 
guided tours

Take a tour of Lake Lu-
cero with a ranger Sunday, 
Dec. 27 at 10 a.m. and learn 
about the formation of the 
famous white sands, and 
the special plants and ani-
mals that live in and around 
the dunes. The Monument 
is located at 19955 Highway 
70, Alamogordo. The pro-
gram is $8 for adults 16 
years and older, and $4 for 
children. Make reserva-
tions online only at www.
nps.gov/whsa.

Birding ID tour
The monthly bird ID 

tour at Leasburg State 
Park is set for Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

Meet Volunteer Bird-
ing Guide CJ Goin at 
South Day Use Area for a 
walking tour along the 
banks of  the Rio Grande. 
You might observe a Belt-
ed Kingfisher, Osprey, 
American Flicker, Kill-
deer, Phainopepla, Amer-
ican Pipit, Spotted Sand-
piper or Pyrrhuloxia. 
Dress warmly with ap-
propriate footwear. 

Easy to moderate walk 
along mostly level 
ground. Fees: Regular 
Entrance Fee. Contact 
Alex Mares at 524-4068.

After-holiday 
shopping hours 
at Mesilla 
Valley Mall

Get out of  the house and 
enjoy special after-holiday 
shopping at the Mesilla 
Valley Mall Saturday, Dec. 
26, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sunday, 
Dec. 27, noon-6 p.m.; Mon-
day-Wednesday, Dec. 28-
30, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Thurs-
day, Dec. 31, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
and Friday, Jan. 1, 10-a.m.-
9 p.m.

Winter Art Camp
The City of  Las Cruces 

Parks & Recreation De-
partment presents “Win-
ter Art Camp” for local 
youth grades 7 – 12. 

Teens will explore the 
fundamentals of  art 
through various activities 
that will lead up to paint-
ing a mural on City prop-
erty. 

They will learn to use 
various traditional and 
modern media in con-
junction with different 
painting techniques and 
styles. 

The Camp will be from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 28 – 30 
at Meerscheidt Recre-
ation Center, 1600 E. Had-
ley Ave. Participants 
must provide their own 
lunches.  For more infor-
mation call 541-2455. The 
TTY number is 541-2772.

Channel 
Sizing class 
registration

The City of  Las Cruces 
Parks & Recreation De-
partment will provide 
Channel Sizing classes 
during the month of  Jan-
uary at the Regional 
Aquatic Center, 1401 E. 
Hadley Ave. The class will 
offer cardio-based chan-
nel walking exercises that 
are low impact and fun. 
The class will consist of  
nine sessions beginning 
Jan. 11 and ending Jan. 
29. Classes will be Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m.; cost is $20 per per-
son for the nine sessions.

Registration will be 
Dec. 28 through Jan. 8 at 
the Regional Aquatic 
Center, Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. - 8:30 
p.m. and on Saturday 8 
a.m. - 7:30 p.m. For more 
information contact the 
Las Cruces Regional 
Aquatic Center at 541-
2782.  

Parks and Rec 
gymnastics, 
tumbling class 
registration

The City of  Las Cruces 
Parks & Recreation De-
partment will hold regis-
tration for gymnastics 
and tumbling classes 
starting on Dec. 28 at the 
Frank O’Brien Papen 
Community Center, 304 
W. Bell Ave.  Registration 
will continue until the 
classes are filled. Each 
session will consist of  a 
total of  eight classes per 
session.

Parent & Me Gymnas-
tics: Beginners, ages 3 – 5, 
Mondays and Wednes-
days or Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 3 – 4 p.m.  Be-
ginner classes are for par-
ticipants without gym-
nastics experience. Cost 
is $30 per person, per ses-
sion. 

Intermediate: Ages 6 – 
12, Mondays and Wednes-
days or Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 4:15 – 5:15 p.m. 
Intermediate classes are 
for participants who have 
completed beginner class-
es. Cost is $30 per person, 
per session. 

Advanced: Ages 6 – 12, 
Mondays and Wednes-
days, 5:30 – 7 p.m. or Sat-
urdays, 8 – 9:30 a.m.  Ad-
vanced classes are for 
participants who have 
completed the intermedi-
ate classes. Cost is $45 per 
person, per session.

Tumbling: Ages 8 and 
up,  Saturdays 9:45 - 11:15 
a.m. Cost is $45 per per-
son, per session. For more 
information call 541-
2455. The TTY number is 
541-2661.

Jan. 1-7

First Day Hike 
at Leasburg 
State Park

Join a park ranger on a 
moderate walking tour of  
the Mogollon trail and 
visit geothermal springs 
along the riverbed at 
Leasburg Dam on Friday, 
Jan. 1, 2016. 

Tours start at 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Located 15 
miles north of  Las Cru-
ces, exit 19 at Radium 
Springs. For information, 
call 524-4068.

Branigan Library 
announces 
Reading Bingo 
program

Beginning Jan. 1, Bran-
igan Memorial Library, 
200 E. Picacho Ave., will 
begin a new reading chal-
lenge for adults. 

Reading Bingo will give 
participants more flexi-
bility in their reading 
choices. Adults are en-
couraged to sign up now 
for a bingo card. 

Participants will read 
books to receive chances 
in a prize drawing. Game 
ends April 30, 2016. 

This program is free of  
charge. For more infor-
mation contact Lori 
Batchelor at 528-4012 or 
lbatchelor@las-cruces.
org. 

Spring 2016 
afterschool 
program 
registration

The City of  Las Cruces 
Parks & Recreation De-
partment will accept cur-
rent Afterschool Program 
participants’ payments 
for the 2016 spring session 
at the Parks & Recreation 
administrative office, 1501 
E. Hadley Ave. through 
Friday, Jan. 8. 

Any slots not paid for 
by Jan. 8, will be opened 
to the public on Monday, 
Jan. 11 and remain open 
until the site is at capaci-
ty.

The following schools 
participate in the After-
school Program for chil-
dren kindergarten 
through 5th grade: Ala-
meda Elementary, Cesar 

Chavez/Sunrise Ele-
mentary, Fairacres Ele-
mentary, Hermosa 
Heights Elementary, 
Highland Elementary, 
Mesilla Park Elementa-
ry, Monte Vista Elemen-
tary and Valley View El-
ementary. 

Cost per child is $360 for 
the spring session. The 
Afterschool Program of-
fers a payment schedule 
of  four monthly payments 
of  $90 due the 7th of  each 
month. Initial payment is 
due at time of  registra-
tion. 

Payments may be made 
at the following locations: 
Administrative office, 
Meerscheidt Recreation 
Center, Las Cruces Re-
gional Aquatic Center 
and Frank O’Brien Papen 
Community Center 
during their regular busi-
ness hours.  

A 10% discount will be 
offered if  paid in full for 
the spring semester be-
fore Jan. 8, 2016. 

Acceptable payments 
include cash, check, 
money orders, and major 
credit cards (VISA, Dis-
cover or MasterCard). 
For more information call 
the Parks & Recreation 
administrative office at 
(575) 541-2550.   

Picacho Peak 
Brewing 
Company 
presents 
musical guest

On Friday, Jan. 8, Pica-
cho Peak Brewing Com-
pany presents Sage Gen-
tlewing from 7-9 p.m. at 
3900 W. Picacho Ave. Info: 
575- 680-6394.

Love is not abuse.
Please call our confidential hotline for help 

and information regarding any abuse or 
violence that may be impacting your life.

24-hour hotline.
526-9513 • 800-376-2272

Non-Emergencies: 526-2819
Programs for Domestic Violence Victims & Offenders

L A C ASA , I NC .
Attention Medicare Benefi ciaries
If you qualify for both Medicare and 
Medicaid you could be eligible for a 
program to receive extra benefi ts such 
as Dental, Vision and Transportation 
all at no cost to you.

Call us toll free to see if you qualify at

1 (855) 976-3998

Rio Grande Estate Sales, LLC
Mark Leitch, Owner

575-993-1699
riograndeestatesales@gmail.com

riograndeestatesales.com

70+ Years Experience!
Put our experience to work for you!
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www.batteriesplus.com

Las Cruces 575.525.2355
2240 E. Lohman Ave.
M-F 8-8, Sat 8-7, Sun 10-5

Trust The Plus
NP063 Save $4 by instant rebate on Duracell® Quantum 20 pack & Duracell® Coppertop 24 packs.  

Offers expire 12/31/15. See store for details.  © 2015 DURACELL, a division of the Gillette Company, Bethel, CT 06801.  
DURACELL is a registered trademark of the Gillette Company, used under license. All rights reserved. 

Don’t forget the 
batteries and bulbs!

2 Pack Duracell® 

Ultra LED Bulbs

Only $4.99

Duracell® Quantum 

& Coppertop  

Battery Packs

Save $4.00 Free Consultation

MOTORCYCLE
ACCIDENTS

575-523-2222
1111 E. Lohman 

(Next to Pep Boys)
Visit us at

www.eganlawoffices.com

21 Years Experience
Trial Work
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Free Course 
in Spanish 

“Cuidando con Respe-
to” is a free course pre-
sented in Spanish for 
caregivers of  people 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias. 

It provides much of  
the same helpful infor-
mation as the popular 
“Savvy Caregiver” Pro-
gram. 

It will be presented  as 
a two day course in two, 
4-hour sessions. 

The following options 
are available: Tuesday, 
Jan. 12 and 19, 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. or Thursday, Jan. 14 
and 21, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

All classes will be held 
at the Southern Area 
Health Education Cen-
ter, 4003 Geothermal Dr. 

To register or for more 
information, please con-
tact Alma Gross, 646-
3061 or algross@nmsu.
edu.

Las Cruces hosts 
free Alzheimer’s 
course

Families facing Alz-
heimer’s disease will 
have access to a free, sev-
en-week education 
course in Las Cruces of-
fered by the Alzheimer’s 
Association, New Mexi-
co Chapter beginning 
Thursday, Jan. 7 and 
running through Feb. 25.

Dementia affects not 
only the person living 

with it, but the family 
members and friends of  
that person as well. Hav-
ing the best information 
and advice from our ex-
perts can help the care-
givers provide the best 
care and support for 
their loved one.

“The Savvy Caregiv-
er” a free seven-session 
course presented by the 
Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, NM Chapter will be 
held each Thursday 
from Jan. 7- Feb. 25 from 
1 – 3 p.m. at the Alzhei-
mer’s Association 
Southwestern Regional 
Office, 125 N. Main St. 

To register or for more 
information contact: 
Maia Sideris-Dorame at 
647-3868 or msiderisdo-
rame@ 

Class size is limited 
and they do fill up quick-
ly. Participants may be 
reimbursed for the cost 
of  having others tend to 
their loved one while 
they attend the classes.

In our own state, 
36,000 New Mexicans 
are suffering from Alz-
heimer’s. 

They are cared for by 
106,000 unpaid caregiv-
ers, many of  whom are 
members of  their own 
families.  

The Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, New Mexico 
Chapter offers free 
classes to caregivers 
and families facing the 
disease.   Call 1-800-272-
3900 for more informa-
tion.

Jan. 8-14

NMSU’s 52nd 
Quality Concrete 
School set 
for January

New Mexico State Uni-
versity’s Engineering 
New Mexico Resource 
Network announces the 
52nd annual Samuel P. 
Maggard Quality Con-
crete School that includes 
workshops and lectures 
covering various con-
crete-related topics. The 
Concrete School will be 
held Jan. 8-9 for profes-
sional engineers and oth-
ers involved in the con-
struction industry to pro-
vide the latest technolo-
gies and information used 
in concrete applications. 

The course will be held 
on the NMSU main cam-
pus in Las Cruces. For in-
formation or to register, 
visit https://nmsuquality-
concrete.eventbrite.com

Proposed 
Mesilla Park 
Historic 
District public 
information 
meeting

Staff  members from the 
New Mexico Historic 
Preservation Division of  
the Department of  Cul-
tural Affairs will hold a 
public information meet-
ing about the proposed 
Mesilla Park Historic Dis-
trict and the National 
Register of  Historic Plac-

es on Wednesday, Jan. 13 
at 6 p.m. at the Frank 
O’Brien Papen Communi-
ty Center (formerly the 
Mesilla Park Community 
Center), 304 Bell Avenue. 

The National Register of  
Historic Places is the feder-
al government’s official 
list of historic buildings, 
structures, sites, objects, 
and districts worthy of  
preservation.  The Historic 
Preservation Division 
nominates eligible proper-
ties in New Mexico to the 
National Register and 
property owners can re-
ceive preservation benefits 
and incentives. For infor-
mation about the public 
information meeting, 
please contact Janet or 
Dave Clements at 524-0500.

Tombaugh 
Elementary 
announces 
open house

Tombaugh Elementary 
School, 226 Carver Rd., cel-
ebrates its 25th Anniversa-
ry with an open house on 
Thursday, Jan. 14, from 
5:30-7 p.m. A reception is at 
6 p.m. Administration is 
inviting past and present 
Tombaugh students and 
staff, and LCPS adminis-

tration. There will be a pre-
sentation and introduction 
of special guests at 6:00. 
Refreshments will be 
served. For information, 
call 527-9575.

Jan. 15-21

Picacho Peak 
Brewing Company 
presents 
musical guest

On Friday, Jan. 8, Picacho 
Peak Brewing Company 
presents Steve Shelby from 
7-9 p.m. at 3900 W. Picacho 
Ave. Info: 575- 680-6394.

Annual 
membership 
meeting

Annual Membership 
Meeting for the Asombro 
Institute for Science Edu-
cation is Monday Jan. 18 at 
1 p.m. at Chihuahuan Des-
ert Nature Park. Join the 
Board of  Directors and 
staff of the Asombro Insti-
tute for Science Education 
to hear about the accom-
plishments from 2015 and 
the exciting plans for 2016. 
Awards will be presented 
for several large honors 
given to the Asombro Insti-

tute and individual staff  
members in 2015. Every-
one is welcome to this free, 
informative event. For in-
formation, call 649-0676.

City of Las 
Cruces Water 
Polo Camp

The City of Las Cruces 
Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment will present a Water 
Polo instructional camp at 
the Regional Aquatic Cen-
ter, 1401 E. Hadley Ave., 
from  Jan. 19 through Jan. 
22, 2016.   The camp will 
offer fundamental instruc-
tion in the sport of water 
polo for children 6 to 12 
years of age. Registration 
will be Monday – Friday, 8 
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. and on Sat-
urday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., 
beginning Dec. 28, 2015 and 
ending Jan. 8, 2016, at the 
Regional Aquatic Center.

Camp fee is $20 per per-
son for four classes, age 
groups and camp times 
are: Guppy Group Camp, 
ages 6 – 9 meets from 6:30-
7:30 p.m.; Shark Group 
Camp, ages 10 - 12 meets 
from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. For 
more information, contact 
the Las Cruces Regional 
Aquatic Center, 575/541-
2782.  

Coming Up



The Addiction Recovery Center at Mesilla Valley Hospital 
is dedicated to helping individuals struggling with drug 
and alcohol addiction. Through our structured, inpatient 
program, we guide people on the path to recovery by 
providing coping skills and relapse prevention plans, and 
address co-occurring mental health concerns.

We are available 24/7 and provide assessments on a 
walk-in basis.

We accept TRICARE®, Medicare, and most insurance plans.
TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, Defense Health Agency. 

All rights reserved.

m e s i l l a v a l l e y h o s p i t a l . c o m

If you or a loved one needs 
help, please call 575.382.3500.

3751 Del Rey Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM 88012

ADDICTION RECOVERY CENTER
SETTING THE STANDARD FOR PSYCHIATRIC & ADDICTION SERVICES

Mesilla Valley Hospital offers the following 
services for adults struggling with drug & 
alcohol addiction and co-occurring mental health 
conditions:
- Inpatient Addiction Recovery Center
- Partial Hospitalization Program (PHP)
- Intensive Outpatient Program (IOP)
 

Treatment for addiction is a phone call away & 
recovery is possible!

 
We are available 24/7 and walk-ins are always welcome.

We accept TRICARE®, Medicare, and most insurance plans.
TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of Defense, 

Defense Health Agency. All rights reserved.

Las Cruces!
Combine Your Auto and Home & Save!

OFFERING ACCIDENT & INCIDENT 
FORGIVENESS PROTECTION.
575-449-5257
FRANK MORENO
Your Local Agent
1510 S. SOLANO DR
LAS CRUCES, NM 88001-4287
FMORENO2@FARMERSAGENT.COM

Discover all DACC
has to offer. Call
575-528-7000 today,
or visit us on the Web:
http://dacc.nmsu.edu

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:

Aerospace
Technology

41 Career Flavors
Discover your favorite flavor at DACC!

DOÑA ANA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

“DACC’s Dual Credit Program…
taught me a lot—not only 
about engineering, but it…
also taught me what I want 
to do in my life. Entering into 
the Aerospace Tech program, 
I was unsure of my career 
path, but…I have fallen in love 
with engineering in its many 
forms. The skills that I have 
mastered in these classes will 
be utilized in my future. DACC 
has helped me pave the path 
to my future and slowly build my successful career.”

Alyssa Williams
Aerospace Technology 
student
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he said. 
ESSA, which doesn’t 

take effect until the 2017-
18 school year, will “em-
power state and local de-
cision-makers to develop 
their own strong systems 
for school improvement 
based upon evidence, 
rather than imposing 
cookie-cutter federal 
solutions like NCLB did,” 
according to a Dec. 10 
White House report.

New Mexico has been 
operating under a waiver 
from NCLB since 2012, 
when NMPED’s A-F 
school grading system 
was approved by the U.S. 
Department of  Educa-
tion (DOE). ESSA could 
mean the end of  that rat-
ing system and less stu-
dent testing.

ESSA means “states 

will develop and submit 
plans to increase the 
achievement of  low-in-
come students to the 
DOE” in order to receive 
federal funding, accord-
ing to the National School 
Boards Association 
(NSBA). In New Mexico, 
that means NMPED and 
other state education de-
partments “will take the 
lead in developing the 
state plan,” but will be 
“required to work with 
timely and meaningful 
consultation with the 
governor and other state 
policymakers,” along 
with local school dis-
tricts, according to 
NSBA.

NMPED will be re-
quired to work with “all 
stakeholders,” Fletcher 
said, including teachers, 

principals, parents and 
other school staff, to craft 
a state plan that is 
“aligned to college and 
career readiness” needs 
in New Mexico.

U.S. Sen. Martin Hein-
rich, D-N.M., said he in-
cluded a provision in 
ESSA “to require state 
accountability plans to 
have a comment period 
to ensure that state as-
sessments and account-
ability plans are devel-
oped with parent, educa-
tor and stakeholder 
input. In addition, states 
must provide assurances 
that those comments 
were taken into account 
in the development of  the 
state plan,” he said in a 
Dec. 9 news release.

The U.S. Senate passed 
ESSA by a vote of  81 to 
17, with two senators not 
voting. Both Heinrich 
and New Mexico’s other 
U.S. senator, Tom Udall, 
also a Democrat, voted 
for the bill. 

Among remaining 
presidential candidates 
who serve in the Senate, 
Bernie Sanders, I-VT, 
who is running for presi-
dent as a Democrat, voted 
for ESSA; Republicans 
Rand Paul of  Kentucky, 
Marco Rubio of  Florida 
and Ted Cruz of  Texas 
voted against it.

ESSA passed the U.S. 
House of  Representatives 
by a vote of  359 to 64, 
with 10 members not vot-
ing. All three of  New 
Mexico’s U.S. representa-
tives, Democrats Mi-
chelle Lujan Grisham 
and Ben Ray Lujan, and 
Republican Steve Pearce, 
voted yes. 

The new plan will con-

tinue to emphasize ac-
countability, Fletcher 
said. 

“Academic achieve-
ment is important, but 
it’s not everything,” she 
said. State accountability 
goals “can include anoth-
er non-academic indica-
tor for up to 49 percent of  
the accountability plan,” 
including things like stu-
dent engagement, af-
ter-school programs and 
school culture, Fletcher 
said in a Dec. 8 update on 
ESSA to the LCPS Board 
of  Education. 

Heinrich said he 
pressed for a provision in 
ESSA that “allows states 
to include other mea-
sures of  student and 
school performances in 
their accountability sys-
tems to provide a more 
accurate determination 
of  school performance. 
States will also be re-
quired to include gradua-
tion rates, student 
growth, and English pro-
ficiency for English 
learners in their account-
ability systems,” his 
news release said.

E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e 
learners (ELLS), who 
make up more than 10 
percent of  the LCPS pop-
ulation, will be given 
greater priority under 
ESSA, Fletcher said. 
And, the highly qualified 
teacher requirements 
mandated by NCLB have 
been eliminated under 
the new law, which will 
give LCPS and other 
school districts greater 
flexibility in staffing 
schools, she said.

Fletcher said ESSA 
continues annual student 
testing in reading, math-

ematics and science in 
grades three through 12. 

ESSA does away with 
the sanctions mandated 
by NCLB for poor school 
performance, Fletcher 
said. Instead, “states 
must develop interven-
tion plans for (the) bot-
tom five percent of  
schools and those with 
graduation rates less 
than 67 percent,” she said 
in her school board pre-
sentation. LCPS’ current 
four-year graduate rate 
is more than 76 percent.

Fletcher said ESSA re-
tains the NCLB provision 
requiring 95 percent par-
ticipation in testing. But, 
sanctions for school dis-
tricts that don’t comply 
will be decided by indi-
vidual states rather than 
the U.S. Department of  
Education, she said.

The new law also au-
thorizes $250 million for 
early childhood educa-
tion, which Fletcher said 
“is really good news” for 
high-poverty states like 
New Mexico. 

About two-thirds of  
LCPS students receive 
free or reduced-price 
lunches, which is one of  
the federal government’s 
leading measures of  pov-
erty. 

A new preschool devel-
opment grant program 
that is part of  ESSA “will 
be jointly administered 
by the (federal) depart-
ments of  Health and 
Human Services and Ed-
ucation to help states 
align and coordinate 
early learning pro-
grams,” according to the 
NSBA. 

ESSA also creates a 
pilot program for 50 local 

education agencies (usu-
ally school districts, like 
LCPS) to blend the feder-
al, state and local fund-
ing they receive to “de-
sign their own allocation 
formula in a manner that 
allows them to better tar-
get dollars to the neediest 
schools,” according to 
the national School Su-
perintendents Associa-
tion.

Rounds said he will 
“try very diligently” to 
make LCPS the New 
Mexico school district se-
lected for the pilot pro-
gram. “We have brought 
in certain innovations 
that blend opportunities 
for kids. It works best if  
you blend your money,” 
he said.

“This reauthorization 
has been years in the 
making and suffered 
through several false 
starts, but it picked up 
steam in 2015 as opposi-
tion to the rigid and pu-
nitive ‘test and punish’ 
regimen imposed by 
NCLB intensified and 
several education 
groups, including the 
NEA, lobbied Congress 
to get the job done,” the 
National Education As-
sociation said in a Dec. 9 
online article.

Both Rounds and 
Fletcher emphasized that 
a lot of  work by states 
and school districts will 
have to take place before 
ESSA takes effect. “What 
do the regulations do? 
That will now be deter-
mined over the next 
year,” Rounds said.

You can read the ESSA 
at www.congress.gov/
bill/114th-congress/sen-
ate-bill/1177/text.

LAW FROM PAGE A1



Stop in for
FREE SAMPLINGFREE SAMPLING

The Truck Farm
SWEETHOTS.COM • 523-1447

M-F 8-6 • SAT 9-5 • 645 S. Alameda

We We 
SellSell

Pecans!Pecans!

WellSpring
...a New Th ought Center

Spirituality for the 21st Century
New Thought leader in Las Cruces

Carol Carnes, author and spiritual teacher

Relevant, uplifting, Inspirational Sunday talks

11:00 am 140 Taylor Rd. Las Cruces

575-524-2375

“It’s really not that far”
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Ana County reports it 
has hired a jail adminis-
trator “to operate the 
jail with the assistance 
of  trained staff  orga-
nized under the county 
manager and indepen-
dent from the sheriff.”

Arrieta ruled “The 
sheriff’s office may be 
on the premises to con-
duct criminal investi-
gations, interview wit-
nesses, secure evidence 
relating to the investi-
gation of  C. Barela, 
transport prisoners 
and similar authorized 
duties of  the sheriff’s 
department.”

Barela is charged 
with fraud related to 
use of  the inmate wel-
fare fund.

JUDGE 
FROM PAGE A1

set. But the multi layered 
sounds he creates are re-
markable. (For those of  
us who have a hard time 
walking and clapping at 
the same time, CW’s skills 
are mind blowing.)

There’s something cap-
tivating about a man 
alone, with just a guitar 
and some drums, making 
heavy, hooky music. So 
what makes CW tick?

First and foremost, he’s 
a devoted family man. He 
and his wife Carol have 
two daughters and just 
celebrated their 15th an-
niversary. 

In fact, it was Carol who 
taught him to play the 
guitar. His songs “Come 
Here Close” and “Well, 
Well, Well” are both dedi-
cated to Carol, and his 
daughters helped write 
the funky “Baby Ray” 
from his album Gone. 

“My family means ev-
erything to me. They are 
the beginning and the end 
of  everything, and they’re 
my biggest sounding 
board,” he says. But a real 
blues man has to travel; 
it’s just part of  the life-
style. 

He’s played all around 
the world, most recently 
in Australia touring for 
three and a half  weeks 
with Charlie Humphrey’s 
band Old Gray Mule. 

He performed in France 
in March of  2015, and is 
scheduled to go again 
next year.

Being away from his 
family has an impact. 
“When I’m out of  the 
country, it affects how I 
play,” he said. “If  I miss 
them, and they miss me, 
it affects how I feel.” But 
that’s helpful for getting 
him in the right mood for 
the blues. 

Ayon was born in So-
corro and raised in Re-
serve by his mother, 

Linda. 
He has a twin brother 

and two more brothers, 
also twins. His mother 
was his first musical in-
fluence. 

She was a backup sing-
er for traveling acts 
around Silver City, in-
cluding Waylon Jennings 
when he performed there. 
“My mom is my hero. 
She’s amazing,” he said. 

His father is half  South-
ern Cheyenne Indian, and 
Ayon embraces his heri-
tage, although he’s care-
ful not to try to be a “Na-
tive American” musician. 
His newest CD speaks to 
his pride: it’s called 
“Enough to be Proud,” 
which is what his father 
always said about being 
part Native American.

But there are tens of  
thousands of  talented 
guitar players writing 
songs in their living 
rooms and dreaming of  
stardom. 

What makes C.W. so 
special? For one thing, 
the fact that he’s a solo 
act. Not to mean his music 
is made up of  only a gui-
tar and his voice; he has a 
number of  guitars (he 
takes three with him 
when he performs) a 
kick/snare drum, a tam-
bourine and a harmonica.  
He plays them all, some-
times using several differ-
ent instruments in one 
song.

His talent and appeal 
have not gone unnoticed. 
He’s been nominated 
many times for New Mex-
ico Music awards, win-
ning in 2010 for Best Blues 
Production with the song 
“Seen My Baby” and 
again for Best Blues Song 
in 2013 for the song “End 
of  My Rope.” 

All of  his CDs, includ-
ing “Enough to be Proud” 
are available from CD 
Baby, ITunes, and at 
cwayon.com.

If  you have a chance to 
see Ayon play, take it. 
Bring your significant 
other. If  you’re lucky 
enough to be in a venue 

with a dance floor, get out 
there. You won’t be disap-
pointed. In fact, if  you’re 
slow dancing, sparks will 
fly. Like the very best 
blues musicians, Ayon 
hits you with music that 
is just plain sexy. Be 
warned.

My favorite CW Ayon 
song is called Is It Real? In 
it, he asks if  his fantasy 
girl is really there with 
him or if  it’s a dream. It’s 
slow and deep and his 
voice climbs and falls 
over the notes like honey 
on a biscuit. It makes me 
feel, um, romantic. Enjoy 
CW Ayon at your own 
risk.

STAR FROM PAGE A3

Soules, Fletcher 
and Morales join 
Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Board

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Mountain Region announces 
the addition of  three new re-
gional board members for 2016. 
The regional board oversees 
fundraising, recruitment and 
program growth in Doña Ana 
and Grant counties and will 
begin the strategic planning for 
expansion into Luna and Sier-
ra counties.

 State Sen. Bill Soules, D-Las 
Cruces, is a former Big Brother 
himself, having spent three 
years matched with a Little 
Brother in the 1990s. Sen. Soules 
is a retired high school teacher 
with a passion for youth and 
education and through his ex-

perience as a  “Big” has seen 
first-hand the benefit a positive 
adult mentor can have in a 
child’s life.

 According to Senator Soules, 
“As a former Big Brother I 
know how valuable a one-to-
one connection is for a boy.   I 
was able to be a part of  his life 
during a critical period in his 
development and now see him 
as a man who is also giving 
back to his community.   I am 
honored to serve on the board 
of  a Big Brothers Big Sisters” 

 Andrea Fletcher is the chief  
academic officer at Las Cruces 
Public Schools. Fletcher brings 
an understanding of  district 
policies and procedures and of  
student academic, social and 
emotional needs in the school 
setting to the board. She be-
lieves in a strong partnership 
between the services of  Big 

Brothers Big Sisters and Las 
Cruces Public Schools to better 
serve the youth in our commu-
nity.

Naomi Morales is an account 
executive with Adams Radio 
Group with a strong back-
ground in working with non-
profit youth-centered groups in 
Albuquerque. She recently re-
turned to her home town of  Las 
Cruces and  looks forward to 
helping to serve the children of  
the Mesilla Valley. Mo-
rales  brings marketing, spon-
sorship and event experience to 
the board.

  “I am so excited with  these 
extremely talented and pas-
sionate additions to our board,” 
said regional board President 
Lucas Peerman. “2015 has been 
an astounding rebuilding and 
growth year for BBBS and with 
the additional talents and con-

nections of  the new board 
members, I know 2016 will be 
even better.” 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is 
the nation’s oldest and largest 
one-to-one youth mentoring 
program, matching adult vol-
unteers with children ages  6 
to  16 to aid in the social, emo-
tional and academic growth of  
these children. 

So far this year, 64 new 
matches have been made in 
Doña Ana County and six  in 
Grant County. The program ac-
tively seeks adult volunteers 
willing to spend four to 
six  hours per month with a 
child, as well as children who 
could benefit from an addition-
al adult supporter in their life.  

For  information about the 
program, visit www.BBB-
SMountainRegion.org or call 
the office at 523-9530.

In Th e News



OF LAS CRUCES

“The Club gave me the 
confidence I needed to live 
through and past bullying. I have 
countless friends from learning 
how to make them at the Club, 
I’m getting good grades, and I 
can play guitar. Ultimately, all 
the positive aspects in my life 
stem from the Boys & Girls Club.” 

- Isaac D., age 16,  
Arrowhead Park 
Junior and 7-year  
Boys & Girls Club
Member

Donate Today: 
330 W. Las Cruces Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 526-1519
www.bgclascruces.org

Your donation gives young people 
like Isaac the Gift of a Great Future.

Your Diamond Store and More! 

East on Lohman 
Left on Roadrunner 

Left into the Sonoma Ranch Plaza 575-652-4084 

DON’T FORGET THAT WE CAN PERSONALLY CREATE A CUSTOM JEWELRY PIECE, JUST FOR YOU! 

 UNIQUE GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

�� Hand-painted Keep-Sake Boxes 

�� Beau�ful Forever Roses 

�� One-of-a-kind Candles 

�� Ci�zen Watches 
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The new 2016 officers for the Las Cruces Association of Educational Retirees were installed 
at their December luncheon meeting held at the NMSU Golf Course restaurant. Pictured 
here from left to right: Gale Wiley, president; Louis Sarabia, vice-president; Lois Visage, 
secretary and Barbara Weskot, treasurer. They were installed by Shirley Caton, community 
service chairman. 

New Mexico’s delegation 
to the U.S. Senate has se-
cured $85.6 million for con-
struction of a new, replace-
ment land port of entry in 
Columbus, south of Dem-
ing.

Sens. Tom Udall and 
Martin Heinrich report the 
project will expand the cur-
rent border crossing facili-

ties to safely and efficiently 
accommodate increases in 
car, commercial and pedes-

trian traffic — improving 
security, encouraging trade 
and creating jobs in south-
ern New Mexico. The fund-
ing will also be used to ad-
dress significant stormwa-
ter drainage issues at the 
port. 

The current Columbus 
Port of Entry was built in 
1989 to screen visitors en-

tering the United States, 
but the existing facility pro-
vides less than a third of  
the space U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) 
needs for current and fu-
ture traffic. Construction 
plans include a new main 
building, commercial and 
noncommercial inspection 
facilities, additional pedes-
trian processing, export fa-
cilities, a hazardous materi-
als containment area, in-
creased parking capacity 
and more. Similar efforts 
are underway south of the 
border, where the govern-
ment of Mexico is working 
to reroute traffic and im-
prove access to port facili-

ties.
“I’ve been working to se-

cure funding to modernize 
the facility through my role 
on the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee,” Udall 
said “The Columbus Port 
of Entry is incredibly im-
portant to trade, economic 
development and security 
for our nation and south-
west New Mexico. 

“But the current facility 
can’t keep up with com-
mercial or pedestrian traf-
fic and faces other issues 
like frequent flooding,” he 
said. “Once complete, the 
expanded port will ensure 
Columbus can keep up 
with demand and attract 

new business to New Mexi-
co.”

Heinrich pointed out the 
new port will “lead to more 
efficient trade between the 
United States and Mexico, 
accommodate the growth 
of  commercial and com-
muter crossing in the re-
gion, and create good jobs.

“Our state’s border re-
gion is a bright spot in our 
economy,” Heinrich said. 
“New Mexico is the fast-
est-growing state in the 
country for jobs related to 
international exports. I 
welcome this federal in-
vestment and the economic 
activity it will bring to 
Luna County.” 

Udall, Heinrich secure $85.6 million for port of entry

UDALL HEINRICH

COURTESY PHOTO 

Association of Educational Retirees install officers 



PLEASE CALL 527-2525 OR VISIT US AT
2525 LAKESIDE DR. • MON-FRI NOON-5PM

Offer Expires Soon!
New Customers Only

Lakeside Storage

10x15 $50/mo
(reg. $70)

RV & Boat Storage 
(16x30) $25/mo

(reg. $35)
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By Mike Cook
Las Cruces Bulletin 

Safe Haven Animal 
Sanctuary (SHAS) will 
start the new year with 
a new executive direc-
tor, as Lorna Harris re-
tires after eight years of  
service. The next ED 
will be SHAS board 
president Laura O’Con-
nor, who takes over Jan. 
1, 2016, which also will 
be the start of  SHAHS’s 
20th year as “the largest 
no-kill facility of  its 
type in Doña Ana Coun-
ty,” according to http://
shaspets.com. 

Along with a paid 
staff  of  five, SHAS has 
about 40 volunteers who 
work regularly in its 
thrift store at 840 El 
Paseo Road – directly 
across El Paseo from 
Sutherlands – and an-
other 40 at the no-kill 
animal sanctuary it op-
erates at 6890 Eagle 
Road, about 10 miles 
northeast of  Las Cru-
ces, Harris said.

The sanctuary is lo-
cated on three acres of  
land on the East Mesa 
and is home to 80 to 90 
dogs and cats at any one 
time, Harris said. About 
90 percent of  the ani-
mals it cares for are 
owner relinquished, she 
said. The other 10 per-
cent are strays.

The sanctuary has “a 
cattery, dog kennels, 
isolation units and a 
play area,” according to 
the website. You can 
visit 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tuesday through Sun-
day and other times by 
appointment, according 
to the website. But it is 
always a good idea to 
call before you make the 

trip. You can reach sanc-
tuary manager Jeff  
Barker at 805-5338, and 
you can find step-by-
step directions to the 
sanctuary at www.shas-
pets.com/contact-us. 

The thrift store, which 
expanded last year to in-
clude the old Business 
Products Center space 
next door, has grown 
from its start as a 
“broom closet,” Harris 
said. Today, the thrift 
store includes a lot of  
furniture and “a huge 
selection of  books that 
fly off  the shelves,” Har-
ris said, in addition to 
used clothing and many 
household items and 
toys. It is SHAS’s “major 
source of  operating in-
come,” she said. Other 
important funding 
sources include grants, 
bequests and donations 
from local businesses 
and individuals, Harris 
said. It receives no state 
or local government 
funding.

Either by “donating 
through the back door 
or shopping through the 
front door, you’re sup-
porting SHAS,” Harris 
said. And, SHAS can 
even provide pickup ser-
vices for large items, 
she said.

SHAS also holds 
monthly pet adoptions 
around town, Harris 
said. You can check out 
all the available cats and 
dogs on their website.

Harris said SHAS is 
always on the lookout 
for volunteers, and also 
is seeking new board of  
directors members – the 
nonprofit currently 
have several slots open 
on its board, Harris 

said. You can sign up to 
be a volunteer and/or 
make a donation on the 
SHAS website.

SHAS will launch a 
new website soon, Har-
ris said, including a con-
nection to Petfinder 
(www.petfinder.com), 
which helps people na-
tionwide find pets to 
adopt, fitting right in 
with SHAS’ mission to 
“match pets with people 
for a lifetime of  love.”

You can contact the 

SHAS thrift store at 541-
4942 or shas840d@
yahoo.com. The store is 
open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday 
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday. It will be closed 
on Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day.

You can contact the 
sanctuary at 805-5338 or 
safehaven.pets@yahoo.
com. 

Visit www.shaspets.
com.

SHAS volunteer Carol Wittenberg at the thrift shop. 

Safe Haven heads into 20th year with new director

O’CONNOR LOCKWOOD BARKER

PHOTOS BY MIKE COOK
Long-time volunteer Russell Smart at the SHAS thrift shop.



2x2x2 
Breakfast with Coffee

Every Tuesday

 Reserve your Special Events Room
 for up to 35 people

BBBBBBrrrreeeeaaakkkkffffaaaasssttt wwwwwiitttthhhh CCCCCoooofffffffffeeeeeeeessttt wwwittthhhh CCCooffffeeeeeeeBreakfast with Coffee
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All College Students 10% Off after 9PM. 

IHOP 1443
2900 N. Telshor

Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-522-8240

We Are Passionate Patient Caregivers

4441 East Lohman Ave. • Las Cruces, NM 88011 

575-521-6400575-521-6600

Two Unique Hospitals

�Two Distinct Specialties
�One Convenient Location
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A J. Paul Tay-
lor Academy 
student is 
ready to play 
for the Winter 
Concert held 
at the Alma 
de Arte audi-
torium.

J. Paul Taylor 
himself, left, in-

troduces the J. 
Paul Taylor Acad-
emy Winter Con-

cert Dec. 16. 
Standing with 

him are members 
of the J. Paul Tay-

lor Academy 
Foundation.

Taking the stage at Alma de Arte Dec.  16, 3rd, 4th and 5th graders at J. Paul Taylor Acade-
my sing a rousing version of Jingle Bell Rock during the Winter Concert.

Kindergartners, first and second graders line up to sing “¿Dónde Está Santa Claus?” at the 
J. Paul Taylor Academy Winter Concert Dec. 16. 

PHOTOS  BY ELVA K ÖSTERREICH
Waiting for the right moment, J. Paul Taylor 
Academy orchestra students watch for the sig-
nal from their teacher, Mr. Ray, at the school’s 
Winter Concert Dec. 16.

J. Paul Taylor Academy Winter Concert



Want special personalized care for your loved one?  
La Posada Assisted Living is the place to go!  

We support the resident’s level of independence.
Services you can count on:
•  Round the clock 

on-site nursing care
•  Transporta� on to any 

medical appointments
•  Daily personal care given by 

cer� fi ed nursing assistants
•  Hourly rounding on 

all residents 
•  Housekeeping services 

5 days a week
•  Daily laundry services 

provided on-site
• Volunteer companionship 
• On site beauty shop
•  Personalized meal plans 

and snacks
• Daily ac� vi� es
• Private phone lines
• Personal care items provided

All of this for one price!

Contact us at 575-525-5710 to reserve your room
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For the third year in a 
row, the Las Cruces 
community and Brani-
gan Library patrons 
have shown support for 
people in need this holi-
day season. 

Branigan Library was 
able to decorate the 
Holiday Mitten Tree 

with store-bought or 
homemade donations 
of:   112 hats; 138 glove 
and mitten sets; dozens 
of  scarves and/or hat-
scarf-glove sets; 20 
brand-new jackets from 
the students at Los 
Montanas Charter High 
School; and multiple 

bags of  warm clothing 
items from the Kiwanis 
Club and boxes of  food 
for a total of  more than 
300 items.

The library began 
collecting these items 
after Thanksgiving, and 
accepted donations 
through December 21.   

Food and clothing items 
were shared among 
local charitable and 
community organiza-
tions such as La Casa, 
Community of  Hope 
and the Gospel Rescue 
Mission.  

Renee Frankel, Li-
brary Administrator, 

said, “The library staff  
thanks the local com-
munity and generosity 
of  the people who do-
nated. It was a great 
success once again.”

Last year, Branigan 
Library served more 
than 300,000 visitors 
who checked out more 

than 450,000 items. 
The library is open 

Monday-Thursday from 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sun-
day from 1 to 5 p.m.  

For more informa-
tion, please call 575-528-
4000.

Mitten Tree a success for those in need

COURTESY PHOTO
The Branigan Library Mitten Tree, ala 2015. 



EXIT REALTY HORIZONS

575-532-5678 • 3519 Foothills Rd. Las Cruces, NM 88011
Search the entire MLS for FREE here! www.ExitHorizons.com

Before you make a move, talk to an EXIT Realty Horizons Associate

Chris Harrison
Owner/Broker
575-496-0141

Joseph Arnone
Owner/Broker
575-644-6300

DOWNLOAD OUR APP: Las Cruces Real Estate

Mary Alvarado
575-642-3024

Chris Acosta
575-640-8575

Benjamin “Ben” Abeyta
575-532-5678

Lupe Archuleta
575-640-0255

Gabriel Calderon 
575-650-5681

Ashley Babbey
575-491-2150

Divelia “D.I.” Babbey
575-635-3663

Erin Boyd
575-915-0167

Gary Beeson
575-520-5515

Meredith Barker
575-571-2297

Yvonne Rodriguez
575-312-1477

David Roewe
575-636-3659

Lisa Squires
575-649-0544

Peter Skowronski
575-571-8847

Jannea Wilson
575-640-3341 

Kim Wee
575-649-7137

Sandee Wimbley
575-644-2916

Mark St. Paul
575-644-8643

Eddie (Heriberto) Torres
575-652-9035

 Paul Tousignant 
575-404-9574

Kathy Turkell
575-520-4110

Minerva Rayos
915-497-1697

Janet Patterson
575-644-1680

Monique Kelley
575-312-9333

Jake Mossman
575-650-8615

Ray Narvaez
575-635-5085

Mary Olivas
575-652-9556

Patty Olson
575-649-3175

Stacie Mason
 575-680-5521

Adam Murrujo
 575-649-8509

Robert C. May
 575-532-5678

Guadalupe Leftault
575-545-2851

Christine Dixson
575-993-4880

James “Jim” Knop
575-224-2324

Josie James
575-496-1482

Jill Grammer
575-635-8755

Elias “Eli” Elizaldez
575-915-2999

EliElia “Es “Eli”li” EliEliz ldaldezZach Eichwald
575-520-2294
Z hZach EiEich lhwaldd Monica Guzman

575-644-0054
M iMoni Gca GuzmanIrma Chavez-May

575-635-1113
IIrma ChChavez-MMay Donna Hales-Hahn

575-649-2678
DDonn Ha Halles-H hHahn Dale Jackson

575-640-2251
D lDale JJackksonBruce Crichton

575-644-5607
BBruc Ce Cri htichton Karin Davidson

575-649-9256
K iKari Dn Da idvidsonJennifer Chavira

575-556-4584

Michael Carpenter
575-652-0344

Janina Carlona
575-405-4441

Call us today for that 
New Year home! 

Ring in 2016 
with a NEW home! 

EXIT Realty Horizons wants 
to wish you a very 

PROSPEROUS and HAPPY 2016!

In addition to donating thousands of dollars each year to Habitat for Humanity, this Christmas 
EXIT Realty Horizons is donating more than $1,400 to fi ve families in our local community! 

We want to thank everyone who helped us raise money for these families. 
Christmas: a time to help others.
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at Mendez Jewelers:

16th Century Rose Diamond Cut Renaissance 
Period Jewelry Showcase. Come by and let Rudy 
present these Rare and Historical Jewelry Pieces.

Full Service Jewelers 524-RUDY(7839)

ExclusivelyExclusively

TUESDAY - FRIDAY  10 A.M. - 5:30 PM • SATURDAY 10 A.M. - 2:00 PM 
PUEBLO PLAZA CENTER • 1100 S. MAIN, SUITE 114

 ANTIQUE & ESTATE JEWELRY  •  WATCHES  •  $5 WATCH BATTERIES EVERY DAY

  J E W E L E R S
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BY ELVA K ÖSTERREICH
Las Cruces’ official Christmas Tree was lit Dec. 4 and sits near the corner of Picacho and Main streets as the community 
gathered to cheer the event and stroll Main Street for some Christmas shopping and art viewing.

Bringing 
holiday cheer

Santa and Mrs. Claus traipse down Las Cruces’ Main Street Dec. 4 during the Downtown Christmas event. 

Downtown Las Cruces businesses compete for the best dis-
play of the night Dec. 4.

A living tab-
leau contin-

ued at the 
Mainstreet 

Bistro all 
during the 
Christmas 

Downtown 
Ramble Dec. 

4.

Members of 
the Oñate 
Brass Choir 
took to Main 
Street Dec. 4 
to entertain 
as strollers 
walked 
around 
during 
Christmas ac-
tivities.



Visit LasCrucesBulletin.com to see these advertisers 
with live links to their website:

ONLINE DIRECTORY

1141 Mall Dr. Ste.E, Las Cruces NM 
575-522-0660     www.altrecoverygroup.com

HEROIN/PRESCRIPTION 
PILL ADDICTION 

Methadone Maintenance 
and Detoxifi cation

ALL ACTIVE DUTY, RESERVES AND VETERANS CAN LEARN TO RIDE FREE
575-522-7133

HomeInstead.com/138

We’re by your side so your loved one can stay at home.

Alzheimer’s & Dementia are our business.
Our only business.

15 loving years providing a holistic approach 
dedicated solely to this special population

Drop in or call to schedule a visit • 575-382-5200
3731 Del Rey Blvd., Las Cruces, NM 88012

www.vistaliving.com

530 N Telshor Suite D, 
Las Cruces, NM 88011 

575-647-0009

We specialize in Group Health Insurance 
and Employee Benefi ts

www.hubnm.com

Bernina Sewing Machines, 
Sales, Services, Quilt Shop, 

Classes and Supplies

Think 41 fl avors, Think DAC

41 different associate degree
that will lead to a better life

Just like ice cream there is a favorite fl avor for ever

DACC offers a sweet future! Discover yours 

For more information 
call (575) 527-7599.

http://dacc.nmsu.ehttp://dacc.nmsu.edu

Think 41 fl avors,

   Think DACC...
41 different associate degrees 

that will lead to a better life!

For more information 
call (575) 527-7599.

DACC offers a sweet future! 
Discover yours now!

MOORE
INSURANCE SERVICES

Call me for the protection you need and the service you want.
Jodi-Rae Moore

We can save you up to

25%
on your car insurance.

1065 S. MAIN SUITE C • Las Cruces, NM
(575) 524-0570

JODIMOORE@ALLSTATE.COM

C

WWW.VELOZHOMES.COM

To advertise your 
business in this Online 

Directory and on 
LasCrucesBulletin.com

Call 575-524-8061
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INDEPENDENT LIVING
FOR SENIORS

2880 N. Roadrunner Pkwy • Wesley.Smith@genesishcc.com

575-556-6102

www.genesishcc.com

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

wwwwww ge

VILL AGE  A TV ILL AGE  A T
NORTHRISENORTHRISE
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By Elva K. Osterreich
Las Cruces Bulletin

An Australian film-
maker has elected to 
make a Hollywood film 
in Silver City.

“It’s an unusual mar-
riage of  cultures and 
people,” said director 
Cameron Nugent.

Producer Richard 
Gray, another Austra-
lian, said they had 
brought together a team 
which has made a lot of  
films to put this produc-
tion together. Production 
designers Carly Larson 
and Aaron Bailey were 
also on hand for the in-
terview on Dec. 1.

The crew was meeting 
with area citizens at 
Bear Mountain Lodge in 
Silver City, introducing 
the concepts and look-
ing for people interested 
in participating in the 

movie whether as cast 
members or by helping 
in other ways.

The movie, “Sailboat,” 
is billed as a movie about 
“a boy with the most un-
likely name, does the 
most unlikely thing…” 
and it could be set in any 
small town, Gray said. 
But they have done some 
film tests in Silver City, 
found locations and de-
cided it was exactly what 
they were looking for.

“It was almost like I’d 
driven into my own 
script,” Nugent said 
about his first experi-
ence driving into Silver 
City two years ago. “We 
cannot be more apprecia-
tive. It’s a special town.”

The people in Silver 
City are proud of  where 
they live and want to 
show it off, Gray said. 
The movie will come out 

in 2017 and premier 
right in Silver City.

Gray said the movie 
will be a family film 
with no violence, one 
you can go to with a 6 
year old and everyone 
will enjoy.

“There’s still room for 
a film you can sit down 
and watch with your 
whole family,” he said. 
“It doesn’t need to be R 
rated or have the big 
special effects.”

Nugent said the idea 
for the film came from 
an Australian story. But 
he discovered the cul-
ture of  the story when 
he was traveling in Mex-
ico. 

“It’s whimsy, fantasy, 
fable – all rooted in real-
ity,” he said. “The town 
is the hub of  the story.”

According to the cast-
ing guide the movie is 
about a town squeezed 
with drought: its people 
have become extreme 
products of  their former 
selves. 

Some desperate, some 
anxious and some beat-
en. Morale is at an all-
time low.

A once all-American 
seed of  industry, the 
town is stricken with 
drought and on its last 
legs. A miracle of  hope 
and life may have been 
found in the most un-
likely source; a small 
Mexican boy mysteri-
ously named Sailboat.

Gray said they will be 
needing lots of  help 
from southern New 
Mexico residents. The 
movie needs everything 
from extras to carpen-
ters, drivers and cater-
ers. They are also look-
ing for vintage vehicles 
and other items. Anyone 
interested in being ex-
tras or having spoken 

parts can email extras@
s a i l b o a t t h e m o v i e .
com  and to participate 
in other ways, working 
on sets, helping with 
production or just if  you 
have an interesting vin-
tage car you think they 
might want to use,   
email art@sailboat-
themovie.com. 

“We could use up to 
100 extras,” Gray said. 
“We are working closely 
with Sixth Street Ele-
mentary School (where 
some of  the filming will 
be done).”

“These kids are beau-
tifully tuned to the 
area,” Nugent added 
about the potential to 
cast the lead children’s 
roles right there in Sil-
ver City.

“It’s very exciting for 
us – it’ll happen,” he 
said. “We are ready to 
hit the ground running 
in January.”

While some of  the pro-
duction will take place 
in the heart of  the Silver 
City business district, 
the house of  the boy’s 
family will be built out 
near the airport by the 
designers, Larsen and 
Bailey, Gray said. The 
house is a character it-

self, built on a slant, it 
can tilt and move.

“When I read (the 
script) I was so excited 
to be part of  it,” Larson 
said. “It’s going to be 
beautiful. It’s great to be 
in a community that’s so 
saturated in the arts al-
ready.”

When Gray had the 

opportunity to speak to 
the crowd of  more than 
100 people who had gath-
ered at the Bear Moun-
tain Lodge on Dec. 1 he 
told them the team is 
there to make a good 
movie.

“We just want to tell a 
good story to inspire 
people,” Nugent said.

“Sailboat” movie director Cameron Nugent chats with visi-
tors at the Bear Mountain Lodge during a meet-and-greet 
event Dec. 1. 

Magical story to be told in Silver City
A boy who draws sailboats brings 
compassion, peace to town

PHOTOS BY ELVA K. ÖSTERREICH

Grant County residents sign up to potentially participate in the production of “Sailboat.” 



Bulletin report 

Anthony J. Herrera, 27, 
of  Las Cruces, was sen-
tenced this morning in fed-
eral court to 120 months in 
federal prison followed by 
three years of supervised 
release for violating the fed-
eral firearms laws.

Herrera was arrested on 
April 8, 2015, on an indict-
ment charging him with 

being a felon in possession 
of a firearm on Aug. 6, 2014, 
in Doña Ana County. At the 
time, Herrera was prohibit-
ed from possessing fire-
arms or ammunition be-
cause he previously had 
been convicted of numer-
ous felony offenses, includ-
ing five which are related to 
violent crimes and/or the 
possession of a firearm.  

Herrera pled guilty to the 
indictment on Aug. 26, 2015, 
without the benefit of  a 
plea agreement. Herrera 
remains in federal custody 
pending his sentencing 
hearing.

State court records re-
veal that Herrera allegedly 
used the firearm he was 
convicted of possessing in 
this federal case during the 

commission of an attempt-
ed murder.  Herrera is fac-
ing an attempted murder 
charge and other related 
state criminal charges 
which are being prosecuted 
by the 3rd Judicial District 
Attorney’s Office.  Charges 
in indictments are merely 
accusations and defendants 
are presumed innocent un-
less found guilty in a court 

of law.
This case was investigat-

ed by the Las Cruces Police 
Department with assis-
tance from the 3rd Judicial 
District Attorney’s Office.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Maria Y. Armijo of the U.S. 
Attorney’s Las Cruces 
Branch Office prosecuted 
this case as part of the fed-
eral “worst of the worst” 
anti-violence initiative.   
Under this initiative, the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office and 
federal law enforcement 
agencies work with New 
Mexico’s District Attor-
neys and state, local and 
tribal law enforcement 
agencies to target violent 
or repeat offenders primar-
ily based on their prior felo-
ny convictions for federal 
prosecution with the goal 
of removing repeat offend-
ers from communities in 
New Mexico for as long as 
possible. 

Shooting suspect receives 
13-year sentence

Joshua Jones, 20, was 
sentenced to 13 years in 
prison Wednesday, Dec. 16 
in 3rd Judicial District 
Court in Las Cruces. 

Jones pleaded guilty to 
voluntary manslaughter 
and attempted aggravated 
burglary with a deadly 
weapon, both third-degree 
felonies. 

 He also pleaded guilty to 
attempted manslaughter 
and tampering with evi-
dence, both fourth-degree 
felonies.  

  The charges stemmed 
from a shooting incident 
that happened on Feb. 14, 
2015.   According to investi-
gators, two brothers saw 
Jones jumping their neigh-
bor’s fence.   The brothers 
confronted Jones and were 
subsequently shot.  One of  
the brothers, Anthony Mo-
lina, did not survive.   The 
other was taken to a hospi-
tal in El Paso, Texas and 
was treated for his injuries.

Per the agreement, Jones 
pleaded guilty and prosecu-
tors charged him with the 
lesser included offense of  
voluntary manslaughter 

instead of the first degree 
murder offense charged in 
the indictment. 

Deputy District Attorney 
Cynthia Clark prosecuted 
the case and asked that 
Jones be given the maxi-
mum sentence of 14 years 
in prison. 

Las Cruces man pleads 
guilty to narcotics charges 

George Ventura, 46, of  
Las Cruces, pleaded guilty 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, in federal 
court to cocaine trafficking 
charges under a plea agree-
ment with the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

  Ventura and his co-de-
fendant Luis Cipriano, 42, 
also of Las Cruces, were 
charged in a four-count in-
dictment on May 20, 2015, 
with a conspiracy charge 
and three cocaine distribu-
tion charges.  According to 
the indictment, Ventura 
and Cipriano conspired to 
distribute cocaine from 
Aug. 5, 2014 through Nov. 
13, 2014 in Doña Ana Coun-
ty.   The indictment also 
charged Cipriano with dis-
tributing cocaine on Aug. 5, 
2014 and on Oct. 10-11, 2014, 
and Ventura and Cipriano 
with distributing cocaine 
on Sept. 8, 2014.

During his change of  
plea hearing, Ventura pled 
guilty to participating in a 
cocaine distribution con-
spiracy and to distributing 
cocaine on Sept. 8, 2014.  In 
entering his guilty plea, 
Ventura admitted that the 
cocaine he distributed on 
Sept. 8, 2014, was subse-
quently distributed to a 
person who unbeknownst 
to him was an undercover 
agent.  

   At sentencing, Ventura 
faces a maximum penalty 
of 20 years in federal prison 
followed by not less than 
three years of supervised 
release.  Under the terms of  
his plea agreement, Ventu-
ra will forfeit $7,600.00, 
which represents the prof-
its he derived from the drug 
trafficking offenses 
charged in the indictment.   

Make your voice heard
throughout New Mexico

Available On Newsstands and at
the Las Cruces Bulletin, Friday January 22

www.LasCrucesBulletin.com • 575.524.8061
To get your own copy delivered to your home, 

email legislativeguidereservation@lascrucesbulletin.com

Be part of the 2016
Legislative Guide

•  Hand delivered to every 
Legislator

•  Distributed throughout 
the state

•  Focused on southwest 
NM counties
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Las Cruces man prosecuted under “Worst of the Worst” initiative

SEE CRIMES, PAGE 25
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INSIDE 
SBDC presents full-day 

workshops in 2016, Page A24. Send business news to: business@lascrucesbulletin.com

ACE comes 
to Las Cruces
By Alta LeCompte
Las Cruces Bulletin

At the height of  the 
holiday shopping sea-
son, the iconic John-
ston’s Hardware and 
Power Place on West Pi-
cacho Avenue under-
went a complete meta-
morphosis.

When the changing 
and rearranging ended 
Dec. 23, Johnston’s  had 
shed its True Value 
identity and become an 
ACE hardware store.

Johnston’s emerged 
brighter — thanks to 
new lighting — but its 
old-time hardware store 
ambiance remained. 
The creation of  a new 
2,000-square-foot room 
exclusively for the 
store’s large selection 
of  nuts and bolts freed 
up more floor space for 
additional items.

The area previously 
occupied by nuts and 
bolts will now display 
hand tools. 

Other merchandise 
will remain in the place 
it’s been so customers 
can find things quickly.

“People want to get in 
and get out,” said 
co-owner and corporate 
secretary Carole Harris 
Brown.  

Brown said the area 
for plumbing and elec-
trical supplies will be 
greatly expanded. 

A team from the ACE 
national organization 
carried out the conver-
sion, moving in new 
merchandise and sig-
nage that establish the 
ACE brand.

It was organized 
chaos, Brown said.

So why bother to 
switch affiliations?

Brown said both True 
Value and ACE are co-
ops local stores can join.

She explained the rea-
son to switch after 26 
years with True Value 
by telling the story of  
the visit she and her 
husband John Lawrence 
“Larry” Brown, presi-
dent and owner of  John-
ston’s,  and other pro-
spective co-op members 
had with ACE execu-
tives.

“When we went to 

market, they asked us if  
any of  us knew the True 
Value jingle,” she said. 
“They offered us $100 if  
any of  us did. Nobody 
knew it. It was an eye 
opener.”

In Las Cruces, their 
place became ACE.

Brown cited other rea-
sons for the change. 

“With a co-op you buy 
stock in the company,” 
she said. “You have big-
ger buying power be-
cause ACE is a third 
larger than True Value. 
All they ask is that you 
make the majority of  
purchases from the ACE 

co-op. Hopefully, be-
cause of  the larger vol-
ume, prices will be even 

lower.”
She said price is more 

important than ever, be-

cause consumers are 

PHOTOS BY ALTA LECOMPTE 
Eleanor Manasco, Miss Ellie, rings up a sale.

SEE ACE, PAGE A22

The new nuts and bolts room is seen.
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more price savvy than ever 
before.

“Product availability has 
really improved with ACE,” 
Larry Brown said.

He said 60,000 SKUs are 
available in the ACE ware-
house in Prescott, AZ.

ACE also offers owner 
training, online staff  train-
ing, product information and 
customer service, insurance 
options, a website and phone 
support.

And ACE has been rated 
No. 1 in customer service for 
nine consecutive years, he 
said. 

Catering to businesses 
and homeowners

Carole Brown said the word 
is out that Johnston’s is a 
good place to shop.

“We try to meet customers 
at the door,” she said. “And 
our guys and women really 
know what they’re talking 
about. That’s what distin-
guishes us from the big box 
stores.”

She said Johnston’s has 
been known as a place to find 
unusual and older items. Cus-
tomers now have the conve-
nience of  ordering online and 
picking up merchandise at the 
store. Johnston’s also can spe-
cial order merchandise not in.

“Two thirds of  our base is 
business customers, and we’d 
like to expand that,” she said. 

Local customers include 
New Mexico State University, 
White Sands Missile Range 
and the agricultural sector.

Large customers are assist-
ed by an outside sales special-
ist and receive delivery ser-
vice, Carole Brown said.

Johnston’s includes a 4,000 
square foot Power Place, 
which now carries Crafts-
man, Club Cadet and other 
lines it didn’t sell in the past.

“We have a lot more now for 
the home consumer,” she 
said, noting the power shop 
even stocks lawn rakes. There 
are Craftsman commercial 
grade mowers, chain saws 
and pressure washers. Power 
shop staff  repair power tools 
and small engines as well. 

Business with a past
Along a wall in Johnston’s 

hardware store is a display 
of  posters and other memo-
rabilia that mark the evolu-
tion of  the store from its 

founding in 1936. Early in its 
history, Johnson’s was a 
hardware store, gas station 
and grocery.

Carole Brown said Larry’s 
dad purchased the business 
from his great uncle. 

Larry’s mother and step-

dad were the next owners.
Larry and Carole Browne 

bought the business 26 years 
ago.

Both grew up in Las Cruces 
and attended Mayfield High 
School.

“He was friends with my 
younger brother,” she said. 
“His dad and my dad played 
in the same baseball league.”

She said Larry Brown grew 
up in the store, where he 
bagged and carried bags out 
to customers’ cars.

“Larry has lots of  good 
memories,” she said.

After high school, she went 
off  to Baylor University as a 
biology major with her eye 
on a career as a dentist and 
he to the Naval Academy. 

Both were homesick and 
returned. 

He completed his engineer-
ing studies at New Mexico 
State University. 

The couple later married 
and spent 10 years in south-
ern California, where Larry 
Brown was a mechanical en-
gineer with Baxter. They re-
turned to Las Cruces to raise 
three daughters, two of  
whom still live here.

“We lived right behind the 
store so the girls grew up in 
the store as well,” she said.

Carole Brown became a 
dental hygienist and contin-
ues to work in that field as 
well as at the store.

The Browns have nine 
grandchildren, some of  
whom can be seen running 
through the store after 
school. Most can sing the 
ACE jingle.

“I’m so blessed,” Carole 
Browne said.

Alta LeCompte can be 
reached at alta@lascrucesbul-
letin or 680-1840.

PHOTOS BY ALTA LECOMPTE 
Members of the crew from ACE switch out merchandise.

JOHNSTON’S HARDWARE 
AND POWER PLACE

ADDRESS: 1002 W. Picacho Ave.
PHONE: 524-3586
EMAIL: johnstons.ace@gmail.com

ACE FROM PAGE A21



The Bridge 
featured at 
MVEDA meeting

Denni Cheney, presi-
dent and CEO of  The 
Bridge of  Southern 
New Mexico, will be the 
guest speaker at the 
MVEDA Business in the 
Borderplex Forum 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016. 

The Bridge laid the 
foundation for the 
state’s first early col-
lege high school, Ar-
rowhead Park Early 
College High School in 
Las Cruces, and now 
supports four early col-
lege high schools state-
wide.

The meeting will be 
held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Hotel Encanto 
de Las Cruces, 705 S. 
Telshor Blvd. 

The meeting will 
begin with a hot entree 
buffet and a brief  up-
date by MVEDA staff.

Advance registration is 
$25, payable by major 
credit card via the secure 
PayPal portal on the reg-
istration form. Payment 
at the door with cash, 
check or credit card is 
$30. Due to space con-
straints, reservations are 
required. Registration 
closes Thursday, Dec. 31. 

Register online at 
www.mveda.com/blog.

Health 
Insurance 
deadline Jan. 31

BeWellnm, New Mexi-
co’s Health Insurance 
Exchange (NMHIX), en-
courages New Mexicans 

who want their health 
coverage to start the en-
rollment process now. 
New Mexicans have 
until January 31 to en-
roll in coverage for 
2016.

New Mexicans with 
plans that have been 
discontinued by their 
carriers will need to en-
roll in a different plan 
in order to keep their 
health coverage 
through beWellnm for 
2016. 

The updated beWell-
nm.com website’s new 
features include a plan 
finder, a subsidy calcu-
lator, live chat capabili-
ties for real-time assis-
tance, 25 new educa-

tional pages, a calendar 
of  enrollment events 
and a Spanish site that 
can be found at espanol.
bewellnm.com.

For assistance, call 
toll-free, 855-996-6449, to 
speak with enrollment 
counselors who can 
help answer questions 
in English and Spanish.

Enrollment Centers 
around the state offer 
in-person assistance in 
both English and Span-
ish

The Las Cruces cen-
ter is located at Lohman 
Atrium Suites, 1990 E. 
Lohman Ave. 

Hours are 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

For more informa-
tion, call 524-6867.

BeWellnm was creat-
ed to help individuals 
and small businesses 
get access to affordable 
health insurance plans. 
BeWellnm helps con-
sumers compare health 
insurance plans and 
choose the plan that 
works best for their 
health needs and bud-
get. 

BeWellnm also helps 
individuals determine 
whether they are eligi-
ble for premium assis-
tance and if  so, at what 
level. 

Through beWellnm 
for Small Business, 

small businesses are 
able to purchase com-
petitively priced health 
insurance plans and 
offer their employees 
the ability to choose 
from an array of  plans. 
Health Care Guides and 
insurance brokers/
agents are available 
throughout the state to 
help with signing up for 
NMHIX coverage.

For more information 
on New Mexico Health 
Insurance Exchange, 
visit www.beWellnm.
com,  call 1-855-
99NMHIX  855-996-6449 
or text beWellnm to 
311411 or text beWellnm 
to 311411.
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Hours: Tues thru Fri - 10AM - 6PM
Saturday : 10AM - 2PM

Phone Number: 527-1411

ALTERATIONS • GIFT SHOP
We can make your clothes fit.

NFL items have arrived.
225 E. Idaho #32 in La Mission Plaza

Now is the time of  
year when many of  us 
purchase things we 
don’t need, but want. 

We indulge — or at 
least allow our loved 
ones to indulge for us — 
in buying luxury goods. 
It’s one of  the things 
that makes Christmas 
fun. It is also fun to buy 
small, expensive items 
as stocking stuffers. 

People like to con-
sume, which Christmas 
makes clear. But what 
about people who are 
less fortunate who 
can’t afford expensive 
luxuries? For them 
there is lipstick. 

Let me explain. 
Economists divide 

consumer products into 
necessities, which are 
relatively insensitive to 

consumers’ income, 
and luxuries, which are 
more sensitive to in-
come. The rich buy lux-
uries like furs, sport 
cars and large homes. 

The Lipstick Effect is 
the idea that during pe-
riods of  financial ca-
lamity, people continue 
to purchase luxury 
goods, but since they 
can’t afford large 
items, people buy items 
such as expensive lip-
stick. 

We see the Lipstick Ef-
fect in all sorts of  set-
tings. My son, years ago 
while a high school stu-

dent, couldn’t afford a 
nice car, but he could 
buy a nice cell phone. 
And he always had the 
best cell phone among 
his friends — an inex-
pensive way to gain sta-
tus. 

The Lipstick Effect is 
also evident in histori-
cal settings. In 19th 
century England, a 
common Christmas gift 
was an orange. Oranges 
were hard-to-come-by 
luxuries that the poor 
could afford when they 
couldn’t afford more 
expensive items. Mean-
while, the rich could 

indulge in oranges as 
they wanted — plus 
other, larger luxuries. 

Men buy more ties 
during hard times. 
Back in the 1980s, when 
I first graduated from 
college, the economy 
was bad. I bought many 
nice ties. Got to look 
nice when you are look-
ing for a job. Women 
buy nicer shoes; heels 
come into style in re-
cessions. 

The Lipstick Index is 
the tongue-in-cheek in-
dicator of  economic dis-
tress. 

The idea is that peo-
ple concerned about the 
future are unwilling to 
spend on a new car or 
on expensive jewelry, 
but will buy lipstick. 
Thus, by monitoring the 

sale of  lipstick, con-
sumers’ expectations 
can be discerned — the 
more lipstick sold, the 
more pessimistic are 
people.

The Lipstick Index is 
not the only silly indi-
cator based on consum-
er patterns. The Ceme-
tery Plot Index tracks 
the resale of  cemetery 
plots —people need the 
cash more before they 
need a grave. 

The Appalachian 
Trail index tracks the 
number of  hikers on 
the Appalachian Trail – 
those with good job 
prospects don’t take 
long walks. Then there 
is the Diaper Rash Indi-
cator  — in hard times, 
parents skimp on pur-
chasing diapers so ba-

bies have more rashes.
So if  you get lipstick 

from your spouse, you 
might ask them about 
how their job is going. 
But if  you get jewelry 
or a new sports car, 
then you can be confi-
dent that times are 
good. 

And if  your spouse 
gives you diapers for 
Christmas, then one, I 
hope you have young 
children, and two, 
times are good.  

Christopher A. Erick-
son, Ph.D., is a professor 
of  economics at New 
Mexico State University. 
He doesn’t use lipstick. 
The opinions expressed 
may not be shared by the 
regents and administra-
tion of  NMSU. Erickson 
can be reached at chrer-
ick@nmsu.edu. 

Chris Erickson
State of the Economy

Lipstick Effect explains purchase of luxuries

BUSINESS 
BRIEFS

Read the entire Bulletin at 
www.lascrucesbulletin.com
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TUE 1/5
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. MVEDA Business 

in the Borderplex Forum  Hotel Encanto de 
Las Cruces, 705 S. Telshor Blvd. Denni Cheney, 
president and CEO of The Bridge of South-
ern New Mexico will speak. Registration is 
required and closes Thursday, Dec. 31. 

Advance registration is $25, payable at 

www.mveda.com/blog. Payment at the door 
is $30. 

FRI 1/22
6-9 p.m. Chamber Choice Awards & 

Gala, Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce, 
Las Cruces Convention Center, 680 E. University 
Ave. For more information, call the chamber at 
524-1968.

FRI 1/30 – MON 2/1 
Las Cruces Day Santa Fe, Eldorado 

Hotel & Spa
309 W. San Francisco, Santa Fe. Annual event 

to focus on the legislative issues of Las Cruces 
and Southern New Mexico. Hosted by the 
Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce and 
the Council of the Conquistadores. Early bird 
registration ends Jan. 8. For more information, 
call the chamber at 524-1968.

SAT 3/5 — SUN 3/6
10 a.m. Las Cruces Home Builders 

Association 2016 Home & Garden 
Show, Las Cruces Convention Center. 
Booth spaces and show sponsorship op-
portunities available. Early bird registration 
deadline Feb. 12; late registration deadline 
Feb. 19. For more information, contact the 
association at 526-6126 or events@lchba.
com.

Save the Date

SBDC presents full-day workshops in 2016
Bulletin report

The Small Business Devel-
opment Center at Doña Ana 
Community College will bring 
a leading expert in social 
media marketing, Eric Spell-
mann, to Las Cruces for a full-
day workshop Feb. 19, 2016.

On April 21, Chris Tripoli of  
A La Carte Consulting Group, 
will give a workshop geared 
especially to restaurant own-
ers who want to grow their 
businesses.

Both programs will be open 
to the public and held in the 
auditorium of  the East Mesa 
Campus in order to accommo-
date anticipated crowds, said 
Jo Ann Garay, director of  the 
local SBDC.

Garay said she heard the 
speakers at conferences for 
SBDC executives and wel-
comed the opportunity to 
share their expertise with the 

community.
She said conferences typi-

cally have to add an extra ses-
sion when Spellmann is 
speaking.

“What I like about him is 
that while social media train-
ing can be overwhelming, he 
brings it into layman’s terms 
and gives practical tips and 
tools you can use right away,” 
Garay said. “He’s very good at 
energizing the audience.”

Garay said some of  the sub-
jects he addresses are The Art 
of  Generating Quality Leads 
Using Social Media, Digital 
Marketing on a Shoestring 
and Driving New Business.

She said his topics will be 
determined by the requests of  
SBDC clients.

His firm, Spellmann & As-
sociates of  Amarillo, Texas, 
specializes in web design and 
development, search engine 

and website optimization, 
email newsletter marketing 
and Google apps Cloud imple-
mentation. 

It is the largest firm of  its 
kind between Dallas and Den-
ver, according to ericspell-
mann.com.

Spellmann & Associates has 
served the real estate, e-com-
merce and restaurant indus-
tries as well as small busi-
nesses and nonprofits.

Registration for the work-
shop will be open through 
Feb. 12, 2016. 

For information about reg-
istration, and an early regis-
tration discount, contact 
Pavla Paz at 527-7676 or email 
sbdcinfo@nmsu.edu.

The second all-day work-
shop of  2016 will feature 
restaurateur and restaurant 
marketing and management 
guru Chris Tripoli.

“He’s very dynamic and 
very engaging,” Garay said. 
“He gave tips and tricks on 
menus, the psychology of  
menus and how people read 
them.”

Garay said Tripoli is “very 
knowledgeable” and presents 
case studies to illustrate his 
talks.

Tripoli has 40 years of  ser-
vice in the hospitality indus-
try as a designer, developer, 
owner and operator. He grad-
uated from Phoenix College 
after completing Food Service 
Management and moved to 
Houston, Texas, where he as-
sisted in the expansion of  a 
casual family restaurant 
chain.

Later, he founded his first 
restaurant company and ex-
panded it into a small region-
al chain, alacarteconsulting-
group.com stated. 

He teaches courses in Open-
ing Restaurants and Proper 
Growth Strategies at the Uni-
versity of  Houston Small 
Business Development Center 
and is a guest speaker for a 
variety of  hospitality meet-
ings, seminars and industry 
workshops.

Garay said the SBDC has 
many restaurant owners as 
clients, which is why she de-
cided to tailor a workshop to 
those who want to start or ex-
pand a restaurant business.

She said the workshop will 
be held April 21, and on April 
22 Tripoli will consult with 
clients one-on-one for no addi-
tional charge.

“This would be ideal for 
owners and supervisors,” 
Garay said.

Registration for each work-
shop is $20 for SBDC clients, 
$30 for others. 

Tawney will serve as NMSU’s VP for university advancement
Justin Bannister
jbannist@nmsu.edu

Andrea Tawney has been 
promoted to the role of  vice 
president for university ad-
vancement at New Mexico 
State University, effective 
Jan. 1. 

NMSU President Garrey 
Carruthers announced his 
decision to campus earlier 
(Dec. 18). Tawney has served 
as the interim vice president 
of  university advancement 
since August.

“After speaking with 
NMSU Foundation board 

members, deans and other 
university leaders and staff  
members at the Office of  Uni-
versity Advancement, I have 

found tremen-
dous support for 
Andrea’s promo-
tion,” Carruthers 
said. “She’s 
demonstrated a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l , 
high-energy ap-
proach to fund-

raising activities.”
Carruthers originally 

hired Tawney in 2011 as the 
assistant dean for develop-
ment in NMSU’s College of  

Business. 
In 2013, she became NM-

SU’s director of  presidential 
donor relations and develop-
ment. 

Last year, she was named 
associate vice president for 
university advancement in 
charge of  principal gifts and 
regional programs. 

“I am truly humbled and 
honored to serve the NMSU 
system in this role,” Tawney 
said. “To utilize my experi-
ence and education to make a 
difference in the lives of  our 
students and Aggie families 
is an opportunity of  a life-

time. I look forward to con-
tinuing to build on the excep-
tional work of  our team.”

Tawney has worked in 
higher education for 12 years, 
after serving four years of  
active duty in the U.S. Air 
Force. 

She has a bachelor’s degree 
in justice systems, policy and 
planning and a master’s in 
education from Northern Ar-
izona University. 

Her Ph.D. is in higher edu-
cation from Texas Tech Uni-
versity, with a focus on the 
predictors of  academic suc-
cess for first-generation col-

lege students.
“It’s important that we 

move forward in our fund-
raising efforts,” Carruthers 
said. “We have an ambitious 
fundraising campaign ahead 
of  us, and I am confident An-
drea will help us aggressive-
ly pursue the successful com-
pletion of  this campaign.” 

NMSU’s Office of  Universi-
ty Advancement recently 
completed its first-ever Giv-
ing Tuesday fundraising ini-
tiative. In all, the university 
raised more than $4.5 million 
for scholarships across the 
NMSU system.

TAWNEY
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After a week-long food 
drive, the staff  at New 
Mexico Department of  
Agriculture (NMDA) col-
lected 2,401 pounds of  
food to stock the shelves 
of  an on-campus food 
pantry at New Mexico 
State University.  

“We set a goal of  1,000 
pounds and far sur-
passed that,” New Mexi-
co Secretary of  Agricul-
ture Jeff  Witte said.  “As 
always, I am very proud 
of  this department and 
what we contribute to the 
communities across New 
Mexico.”

The items – tuna, pea-
nut butter, bottled water, 
locally grown beans and 
more – were collected for 
NMSU’s Aggie Cupboard.  
The on-campus resource 
was founded in 2012 to 
help fulfill the food needs 
of  students and other 
members of  the NMSU 
community.

Unlike other state agen-
cies, NMDA is not located 
in Santa Fe but in Las 
Cruces on the campus of  
NMSU.   That’s because 
New Mexico’s state consti-
tution, which was penned 
more than a century ago, 

called for “a department 
of agriculture…under the 
control of the board of re-
gents of the college of ag-
riculture and mechanic 
arts,” as NMSU was then 
known.  The work NMSU 
does in the realm of agri-
culture – education, exten-
sion, research, and more 

– complements the wide 
range of  programs and 
services NMDA provides 
to the state’s agricultural 
producers and consumers 
alike.

For more information 
about NMDA’s service to 
New Mexicans, visit 
www.nmda.nmsu.edu.

Just in time for the 2015-
2016 ski season, Ski 
Apache, located in Mes-
calero, unveils the new 
First Timer to Lifetimer 
Lift and Lessons program, 
transforming inexperi-
enced skiers and boarders 
into seasoned enthusiasts.

“Skiing and snow-
boarding are exhilarating 
sports and learning any 
new sport can be daunt-
ing,” said Justin Rowland, 
Ski Apache director of op-
erations. “With the First 
Timer to Lifetimer pro-
gram, we hope to make 
learning to ski or ride 
more accessible while 
sharing our lifelong pas-
sion for winter sports.”

The  First Timer to Life-
timer Lift and Lesson Pro-
gram has two private les-

son options. Guests can 
choose from five, one-hour 
lessons for $608, or five 
half-day lessons (2.5 hours) 
for $1,208. Upon comple-
tion of the program, the 
primary cardholder will 
receive a season pass. 
Those who complete the 
five one-hour lesson pack-
age will not only receive a 
season pass, but also an 
additional free private les-
son and lift ticket.

Now open for the 2015-
2016 winter season, Ski 
Apache is the south-
ern-most operating ski 
resort in the United 
States. For more informa-
tion on ski school pro-
grams, lift rates, and snow 
reports, visit the newly 
redesigned skiapache.
com.

StoryCorps, a renowned 
nonprofit organization 
celebrating the stories of  
everyday Americans, will 
record interviews in Las 
Cruces from Jan. 4 to Jan. 
31 as part of  its cross-coun-
try MobileBooth tour.

Having collected more 
than 65,000 interviews 
from Americans in all 50 
states, StoryCorps has 
gathered one of  the larg-
est single collection of  

human voices ever re-
corded. 

StoryCorps’ Mobile-
Booth – an Airstream 
trailer outfitted with a re-
cording studio – will be 
parked at the Las Cruces 
Museum of Art for four 
weeks. 

Reservations can now 
be made by calling Story-
Corps’ 24-hour, toll-free 
reservation line at 1-800-
850-4406 or visiting story-

corps.org. A second round 
of  appointments will be 
made available on Tues-
day, Jan. 5. 

StoryCorps has part-
nered with KRWG-FM, 
the region’s NPR station, 
to collect interviews with 
residents in the Las Cru-
ces area. KRWG will air a 
selection of  local inter-
views recorded in the Sto-
ryCorps MobileBooth and 
create special programs 

around the project. Story-
Corps may also share ex-
cerpts of  these stories 
with the world  through 
the project’s popular 
weekly NPR broadcasts, 
animated shorts, digital 
platforms, and best-sell-
ing books. With partici-
pant permission, all Sto-
ryCorps interviews will 
be archived at the Ameri-
can Folklife Center at the 
Library of  Congress.

NMDA food drive nets 
more than a ton of food

Ski Apache starts 
school for beginners

Want to tell your story? StoryCorps on the way

Ventura remains in cus-
tody pending a sentenc-
ing hearing which has 
yet to be scheduled.

Cipriano has entered a 
not guilty plea to the in-
dictment, and is in custo-
dy pending trial which is 
currently scheduled for 
Jan. 2016.  Charges in in-
dictments are merely ac-
cusations and criminal 

defendants are presumed 
innocent unless found 
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

This case was investi-
gated by the Las Cruces 
office of the DEA and is 
being prosecuted by As-
sistant U.S. Attorney 
Luis A. Martinez of the 
U.S. Attorney’s Las Cru-
ces Branch Office.

CRIMES FROM PAGE A20

Bulletin report

Thousands of  sexual 
assault evidence kits – 
commonly known as rape 
kits – administered to po-
tential victims in New 
Mexico have yet to be test-
ed.

The Office of  the State 
Auditor discovered 5,410 
untested kits during a 
statewide count.

“For the first time, our 
state is equipped with a 
complete tally of  untested 
kits sitting in law enforce-
ment inventories,” said 
State Auditor Tim Keller. 
“Bringing transparency 
to the backlog is a first 

step toward fixing this 
issue, which is critical to 
survivors and our public 
safety.”

His office said having a 
complete and accurate 
number of  untested rape 
kits in the state is a first 
step at reducing the back-
log and arming policy-
makers with information 
needed to bring justice 
and closure to cases. 

As a next step begin-
ning in January, Keller 
will review internal con-
trols that may be contrib-
uting to the backlog. The 
OSA will identify com-
mon issues and best prac-

tices to guide policymak-
ers in efforts to prevent 
another backlog from 
happening. 

Earlier this year, the 
Department of  Public 
Safety (DPS) sent a series 
of  letters to law enforce-
ment agencies asking 
how many untested kits 
were stored in their in-
ventories. The Office of  
the State Auditor (OSA) 
followed up with the agen-
cies that did not respond 
to DPS’ multiple attempts. 

 “Our inventory of  sex-
ual assault kits in law en-
forcement evidence vaults 
around New Mexico is 

complete, thanks to our 
partners in law enforce-
ment, the victim advocacy 
community, and the State 
Auditor’s Office,” said De-
partment of  Public Safety 
Secretary Greg 
Fouratt.  “As soon as rea-
sonably possible, we need 
to resolve the backlog by 
testing the kits and enter-
ing their results into our 
nation’s criminal DNA 
database. Then we need to 
improve and streamline 
the process by which such 
kits are collected, submit-
ted to the lab, and ana-
lyzed.”

State reports 5,410 rape kits not tested

NMDA staff collected 2,401 pounds of non-perishable 
food for the Aggie Cupboard, NMSU’s on-campus food 
pantry.



EDITOR’S NOTE: A former reporter 
and city editor of  one of  our OPC papers, 
wrote this touching story on his Facebook 
account, and we asked if  we could share 
it with our readers.

By Ken Bell
Special to the Las Cruces Bulletin

I was grocery shopping 
last week when suddenly a 
little girl about 6 or 7 years 
old ran up, almost bump-
ing into me. “Excuse me,” 
she said as she abruptly 
stopped. 

The child looked up at 
me with her brown eyes open wide and 
in an excited voice asked, “Are you 
Santa Claus?” Almost immediately real-
izing I was not, she explained, “I saw you 
as we were coming in and thought you 
were Santa Claus.” 

About this time her mother walked up 
with an even younger child in the shop-
ping cart. The mother began to apolo-
gize, but I stopped her. 

The excitement of  the season danced 
in this child’s eyes and her cherub-like 
face was filled with the anticipation of  
Christmas. There was no way I could let 
her down. 

So I knelt down and whispered, “You 
found out my secret. No, I’m not Santa 
Claus; I’m his brother. I help him make 
sure boys and girls are being good even 
while shopping for groceries with their 
mother. But don’t tell anyone my secret, 
OK? And I’m going to let Santa know 
what a sweet big sister you are.” 

Suddenly, she latched on around my 
neck and gave me one of  the biggest 
hugs I’ve ever had. 

“Will you tell him to bring me every-
thing on my wish list this year?” she 

asked, excitedly.
Not knowing the family’s financial 

situation and certainly not wanting to 
make a promise that Santa couldn’t 
keep, I gave the best answer I could 
think of  at the moment: “Well, old Santa 
likes to bring surprises to those boys 
and girls who have been especially good 
— even though it might not have been 
something on their wish list. So how 
about if  I tell him to do that?” 

“Oh yes! Yes!” she squealed, spreading 
her arms and dancing in a circle. Her 
mom mouthed a silent “thank you” to 
me as she told the little girl they had to 
go. 

So we each waved bye, and she happily 
skipped along beside the shopping cart 
as they headed toward the deli.

I stood up again and, for the first time, 
noticed that other shoppers had gath-
ered to witness this exchange. Everyone 

was smiling. I grinned back at them, a 
little embarrassed that I had unknow-
ingly put on a show.

Having played Santa before, I knew 
what I had to do next. I turned my shop-
ping cart into the next aisle, took a deep 
breath and let out a loud “HO! HO! HO! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!” 

So I don’t need anything else for 
Christmas this year. My gift was being 
able to share a magical Christmas mo-
ment with a child I had never before 
met. It was being able to witness the 
blind faith of  a little girl who still has the 
world as her playground. Seeing the 
world and its beauty through her eyes 
allowed for me a brief  respite from the 
hurt and pain going on today. 

For a few brief  moments all was well 
in the world. It’s a gift a little girl gave an 
old man that he will cherish for the rest 
of  his life.

BELL

Christmas spirit alive and well in the grocery store

This festive season, or simply the holidays, is a time for 
gathering and celebrating with family and friends, gift giving, 
refl ection and thanks. To commemorate this time of year, the 

U.S. Census Bureau presents the following holiday-related facts 
and fi gures from its collection of statistics.

Rush to the Stores
$24.5 billion

Estimated retail sales by the nation’s department stores (includ-
ing leased departments) in December 2014. This represents an 
estimated 41.2 percent jump from the previous month when 

retail sales were estimated at $17.3 billion. No other estimated 
month-to-month increase in department store sales last year 

was as large.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Monthly Retail Trade Survey

Note: Leased departments are separately owned businesses 
operated as departments or concessions of other service estab-

lishments or of retail businesses, such as a separately owned 
shoeshine parlor in a barber shop, or a beauty shop in a depart-
ment store. Also, retail sales and inventory estimates have not 

been adjusted to account for seasonal or pricing variations.

14.2%
The estimated percentage of total 2014 sales for department 

stores (including leased departments) in December. For jewelry 
stores, the estimated percentage was 18.2 percent.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Monthly Retail Trade Survey

21.7%
The estimated growth in inventories by our nation’s department 

stores (excluding leased departments) from 
Aug. 31 to Nov. 30, 2014. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Monthly Retail Trade Survey

$48.3 billion
Estimated value of retail sales by electronic shopping and 

mail-order houses in December 2014 — the highest estimated 
total for any month last year. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Monthly Retail Trade Survey

31,112
The number of electronic shopping and mail-order houses in 
business in 2013. These businesses, which employed 383,066 
workers in the pay period including March 12, are a popular 

source of holiday gifts.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 County Business Patterns

$1.2 billion
The value of U.S. imports of Christmas tree ornaments from 

China between January and September 2015. China was the 
leading country of origin for such items. Similarly, China was the 
leading foreign source of artifi cial Christmas trees shipped to the 

United States ($163.3 million worth) during the same period.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Statistics

567
Estimated number of U.S. producers who grew poinsettias in 
2014. California, North Carolina and Florida ranked in the top 

three for sales of the popular holiday plant.
Source: USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service (pg. 42)

Where Toys are Made
545

The number of locations that primarily produced dolls, toys 
and games in 2013; they employed 6,538 workers in the pay 
period including March 12. California led the nation with 86 

establishments.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 County Business Patterns

Holiday Names
Place names associated with the holiday season consist of a 

dozen places named Holly, including Mount Holly, North Caroli-
na (population 14,016) and Holly Springs, Mississippi. (7,574). 

There is Snowfl ake, Arizonza (5,644), Santa Claus, Indiana. 
(2,479), North Pole, Alaska (2,178), Noel, Mo. (1,831) and 

— if you know about reindeer — Dasher, Georgia (959) and 
Rudolph, Wisconsin. (433). There is also Unity, New Hampshire 

(1,615) and Peace, North Dakota (28).
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates

The holidays by the numbers
FROM METRO

Every Christmas Eve, 
children go to bed eagerly 
anticipating a visit from 
Santa Claus. Th is merry 
gentleman is purported 
to visit the home of every 
good girl and boy, deliver-
ing gifts and cheer along 
the way.

Before the modern 
evolution of Santa Claus 
lived a very real and gen-
erous individual named 
Nicholas. In the third 
century, Nicholas served 
as the Bishop of Myrna in 
present-day Turkey. He 
had a reputation for secret 
gift-giving, believing that 
giving should be done 
secretly and sacrifi cially in 
Jesus Christ’s name rather 
than one’s own.

Stories tell of Nicholas 
paying the dowry for poor 
daughters to enable them 
to get married. He report-
edly put coins in the shoes 
of those who left them 
out for him. It is believed 
Nicholas helped to restore 
the hope of hundreds of 
people in his community, 
making him a beloved and 
revered Bishop. Th rough-
out his ministry, Nicholas 
fervently shared his life 
and fortune with others.

Nicholas continued to 

be revered and commem-
orated by many Christians 
even after his death. His 
charity and unselfi sh 
works helped inspire 
generations of the faithful, 
and he eventually was 
named the patron saint of 
everyone from merchants 
to sailors to pawnbrokers.

No one really knows 
what St. Nicholas looked 
like. But in 2005, a foren-
sic laboratory in England 
reviewed historical data 
and photographs of the 
remains taken from St. 
Nicholas’ grave in the 
1950s. Researchers con-
cluded that he was a small 
man, perhaps no more 
than fi ve feet in height, 
with a broken nose.

Th is image certainly 
does not fi t with the robust 
frame and other imagery 
awarded St. Nicholas in 
more modern years. St. 
Nicholas is believed to be 

the inspiration for Santa 
Claus, which was a name 
taken from the Dutch 
Sinterklaas, a contracted 
form of Sint Nicolass, or St. 
Nicholas.

Tales of the real St. 
Nicholas’ giving spirit 
were blended with a fi c-
tional personifi cation by 
New York-based newspa-
per writers who blended 
the St. Nicholas name with 
the appearance of a Dutch 
town citizen. Th e goal was 
to reach out to the pri-
marily Dutch immigrants 
living in New York at the 
time. Th is jolly elf image 
was given a boost by the 
publication of “A Visit 
From St. Nicholas,” which 
was published around the 
same time.

Eventually, the merry 
Santa Claus portrayal 
began to outshine the 
more accurate St. Nicho-
las version as a religious 
man, fostered by political 
drawings and caricatures 
that depicted Santa as a 
chubby sort in a red suit. 
Th at image prevails to this 
day.

Beneath the Christmas 
symbolism, the beard and 
the presents associated 
with Santa Claus lies a tale 
of generosity that originat-
ed with St. Nicholas. 

Who is the man behind the beard?
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O Ñ A T E  H I G H  S C H O O L

sponsored by:

DeAna Lopez is a 17-year-old senior at Oñate High School. She plays point guard 
on the Lady Knights basketball team. Lopez has been to all district the last two 
years, is the leading scorer and co-captain of the team. This season she is averaging 
10 points, 40 percent from the field and three assists per game. Lopez is a leader 
who is dedicated, hard-working, determined and family oriented. Her goal is to get 
a basketball scholarship for next year. She is a dedicated student, with a 3.76 GPA. 
Lopez enjoys reading books and participating in her church youth group.

Johnny McCants is a 17-year-old senior at Oñate High School. He plays center 
and guard on the Knights basketball team. This season, McCants has averaged 
20 points, eight rebounds and six blocks per game. He was the 2014-2015 district 
MVP, second team all-state and team MVP in 2014-2015. McCants is 6’7” and a 
great leader and has Division 1 schools recruiting him. He’s done volunteer work 
with Special Olympics and Camp for Champs and is a happy student who always 
has a smile. He enjoys watching movies, hanging out with friends, taking care 
of his little brother and spending time with his family. McCants thanks his 
teammates for all their support on and off the court.

of the WEEK
ATHLETEATHLETE

Send sports news to: sports@lascrucesbulletin.com
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The defending WAC 
champions are heading 
to the bright lights of  the 
Big Apple – the borough 
of  Bronx to be exact.

New Mexico State Uni-
versity’s women’s bas-
ketball team hopes to 
ride the momentum of  a 
sweep of  in-state rival 
the University of  New 
Mexico into the Fordham 
Holiday Classic tourna-
ment in New York City.

NMSU tips off  at noon 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 against 
Vanderbilt and then will 

meet ei-
ther host 
Fordham 
Universi-
ty or 
T e x a s 
A&M-Cor-
pus Chris-
ti on 

Wednesday, Dec. 30.

Sweepin’ the Lobos
The Aggies (9-2)  used a 

22-0 run Sunday, Dec. 20 
at New Mexico to snare a 
52-47 win and sweep the 
Rio Grande Rivalry.

The victory gave the 
Aggies their third-
straight win against their 
neighbors to the north. 
The last time NM State 
won three-straight 
against the Lobos was 
during the five-year 
stretch 1992-96 when NM 
State won 10-straight.

 “I’m so proud of  the 
kids, they played great 
against a big hostile 
crowd of  about 4,000 peo-
ple,” head coach Mark 

Bulletin report

As the late Stewart 
Scott would often ex-
claim on ESPN, “Call 
him butter because he’s 
on a roll.”

New Mexico State 
University junior for-
ward Pascal Siakam is 
sure on a roll and has 
set the pace for the Ag-
gies so far this season. 
He notched his third 30-
plus game of  the season 
and his 10th dou-

ble-double of  the year 
as he led the Aggies to a 
76-61 victory against 
Oral Roberts on Mon-
day, Dec. 22 at the Pan 
American Center.

For the season, 
Siakam averages 23 
points per game and 12 
rebounds. He’s shoot-
ing nearly 56 percent 
from the field.

Now the Aggies travel 
to Kansas Monday, Dec. 
28 to tangle with a des-

perate Wichita State 
team that, after four-
straight trips to the 
NCAA Tournament – 
including a Final Four 
appearance in 2013 – 
has won just half  its 
games so far this sea-
son.

Tipoff  is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. MST

Against Oral Roberts, 
Siakam, equaled his ca-
reer-high with 35 points 
and grabbed 11 re-

bounds as the Aggies 
won their sec-
ond-straight game and 
handed the Golden Ea-
gles their fourth-
straight loss.

The 6-9 player from 

By Christophe Chino
Las Cruces Bulletin

Billy Keys, May-
field High School’s 
first-year boys’ bas-
ketball head coach, 
enjoys the slower 
pace of  New Mexico 
compared to the 
rushed lifestyle of  liv-
ing in inner-city Chi-
cago where he grew 
up. But he wants the 
exact opposite for the 
Trojans as he works 
to pick up the pace of  
play. 

Keys, a former star 
with the New Mexico 
State Univesity Ag-
gies, said the team’s 
main goal for the sea-
son is the creation of  
a high-tempo offense 
to get up and down 
the court at a much 
faster pace. With for-
mer head coach 
Tommy Morrow, the 

squad played a  more 
methodical style of  
game, but Keys is 
looking to bring up 
the pace and make 
opposing teams strug-
gle to keep up, he 
said.

New Mexico 
State Univer-

sity forward 
Pascal Siakam 

pushes 
through the 

UTEP defense 
for a layup in 
the final min-
utes of the ri-

valry match 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 2 at the 

Pan American 
Center. 

Siakam paces Aggie men’s attack

Ag women sweep UNM, head to tourney

TRAKH

BULLETIN PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHE CHINO
Former New Mexico 
State University star Billy 
Keys returned to Las Cru-
ces after a professional 
basketball career and is 
in the midst of his first 
season as head coach at 
Mayfield High School.

Keys pushes the 
pace at Mayfield

SEE KEYS, PAGE A30SEE SIAKAM, PAGE A30

SEE WOMEN, PAGE A30



The New Mexico State 
University volleyball 
team and head coach 
Mike Jordan have con-
cluded another banner 
season in 2015.

The team finished 
play, making their sev-
enth appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament in 
the Mike Jordan era 
after winning the West-
ern Athletic Conference 
Regular Season and 

T o u r n a -
m e n t 
C h a m p i -
onships.

 “We 
were real-
ly impres-
sive offen-
sively this 
y e a r , ” 

Jordan said. “We had 
better balance offensive-
ly than any team in the 
country and hit for a 

great percentage.   If  we 
had a weakness, it was 
getting stops with the 
block.   We were a solid 
defensive team digging 
it, but we struggled 
blocking.  

“This wasn’t a tall 
team with great block-
ers,” he said.  “It was 
tough getting the stops 
we needed in those fifth 
sets against the great 
teams, but we were able 
to sideout well with ev-
eryone except the last 
match with Stanford. 
The other great thing 
about this team was the 
competitive effort.  They 
had it consistently, and 
you can tell when teams 
have it because they’re 
fun to watch.”

Making history
NM State finished 

with a 28-6 record, in-

cluding going an unde-
feated 14-0 in the West-
ern Athletic Conference. 
They were one of  only 
four teams in WAC his-
tory to run the table in 
conference play, and 
were the first since 2011. 
They finished the regu-
lar season on a 19-match 
winning streak, the sec-
ond longest in school 
history.

This was the 11th sea-
son of  at least 20 wins in 
the Mike Jordan era, 
and the 15th-straight 
winning season. Jordan, 
who finished his 18th 
season at the helm, fin-
ished 2015 just three 
wins shy of  400 career 
victories with a record 
of  397-177.

Stepping up
Gwen Murphy racked 

up the honors during 
her senior campaign, 
posting one of  the great-
est seasons in school 
history. The Elfrida, 
Ariz. native was named 
to the American Volley-
ball Coaches of  America 
Honorable Mention 
All-America team, as 
well as the All-Region 
team. She was also 
named the WAC Player 
of  the Year, the WAC 
Tournament MVP, First 
Team All-WAC, three-
time WAC Player of  the 
Week and the first play-
er in school history 
named Sport Import/
AVCA National Player 
of  the Week.

Murphy finished the 
season ranked 10th in 
the nation with a .421 
hitting percentage. She 
set a single game WAC 
record with a .933 hit-
ting percentage against 
Robert Morris on Sept. 
11. She lead the Aggies 
with 414 kills, including 
a season high 20 kills 
against Denver on Sept. 
12. Murphy had four er-
rorless matches this sea-
son against Robert Mor-

ris, Brown, Savannah 
State and UT Rio Grande 
Valley. She had four 
matches with three ser-
vice aces against North-
eastern, Utah Valley, 
UTEP and Stanford. She 
set two school records 
for most matches played 
(136) and most sets 
played (472).  

Senior Nathalie Cas-
tellanos and sophomore 
Sasha-Lee Thomas were 
named Second Team 
All-WAC. Brianna 
Ainsworth and Tatyana 
Battle were named to 
the WAC All-Freshman 
team.

 Through the season
The Aggies began the 

season with a stout 
non-conference sched-
ule that featured three 
tournaments, including 
one at home. It was in 
this stretch that NM 
State’s only five regular 
season losses came to 
top-ranked schools, with 
three of  the five going to 
five sets. 

During WAC play, the 
Aggies looked almost 
untouchable with the 
only real threats coming 
in two five-set thrillers 
against Seattle U. They 
swept seven of  the 16 
matches against confer-
ence opponents, includ-
ing season sweeps of  UT 
Rio Grande Valley and 
Chicago State.

In rivalry matches 
against New Mexico and 
UTEP, NM State was un-
scathed. The Aggies beat 
UNM 3-1 in Las Cruces 
on Sept. 29. They cap-
tured the season sweep 
of  UTEP, having now 
won four straight 
against the Miners and 
18 of  the last 19.

Senior Andrea Tauai 
led the Aggies with 305 
digs. Thomas led the 
squad with 114 total 
blocks. Murphy led the 
squad with 30 service 
aces.

The Aggies had six 
players combine for 20 
double-doubles. Fresh-
man Brianna Ainsworth 
lead the team with six 
double-doubles. Tauai 
and Taylor Livoti both 
finished with five dou-
ble-doubles. Jordan Ab-
alos finished with two 
double-doubles. Tatyana 
Battle and Ashlyn 
Brown finished a dou-
ble-double a piece.

Spring will 
be important

NM State will lose five 
seniors, including Cas-
tellanos, Livoti, Murphy, 
Bradley Nash and Tauai.

 “We had really solid 
leadership from the 
spring and into the sea-
son,” Jordan said. “They 
really have matured tre-
mendously and it 
showed in their commit-
ment level and effort.   
I’m very proud of  them.   
It’s the best leadership 
we’ve had in quite a few 
years. I know they’re all 
going to be very success-
ful in life.   They’ve 
learned a great deal in 
their time here and 
they’re more confident, 
competitive and pre-
pared.  When I talk with 
them now you can tell 
how proud they are to be 
Aggies and how grateful 
they are for their time 
here and the love and 
effort they’ve gotten 
here from our staff.”

The Aggies had five 
freshman see action this 
season, and brought in 
three new recruits in the 
early signing period in-
cluding Alexssa “Crash” 
Parker, Hannah Combs 
and Lexi May.

 “We have a lot of  
physical talent return-
ing,” Jordan said. 
“Spring will be import-
ant for this group. Their 
skill level needs to im-
prove a great deal.   Sa-

OFFERING STATE OF THE ART

2930 Hillrise Dr., Suite 2  •  Las Cruces, NM 88011  • (575) 652-7791   
OPEN: M-F 10am-7pm • Sat. 9am-2pm • Sun. 9am-12pm

Imran Raza, MD, MPH
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Ag netters reflect on 28-6 season

SEE REFLECT, PAGE A30
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Here are some questions, 
with my answers, from read-
ers:

QUESTION.  My golf  seems 
to be extremely erratic. I can 
play a few holes really well, 
with pars and maybe even a 
birdie, but then the other holes 
are a series of  near disasters, 
where I hit shots all over the 
place. Thinking about my fre-
quent flubs and blow-up holes, 
I notice I can hit the ball as far 
as my peers, but I have a hard 
time recovering from plays 
that are really awful.  My 
handicap is 16, and I’ve been 
playing golf  for about five 
years.   How can I improve my 
game? 

— Russ, Las Cruces

GOLF DOC. Russ, thanks for 
the background. I’m certain 
other readers can relate to that 
difficulty. Yours is a typical sit-
uation for a 16-to-22 handicap 
player. Clearly you know how 
to swing the club; otherwise 

you wouldn’t have the ability 
to golf  your ball with some 
success and make some pars 
and some rare birdies.  

I’ve seen a lot of  golfers who 
have a few fundamental swing 
flaws that show up at the least 
opportune moments. I suspect 
that you probably have not ac-
quired a swing that you can re-
peat and repeat under varying 
circumstances. It works for a 
little while, and then it betrays 
you possibly because you are 
trying to do something differ-
ent on those shots, and maybe 
because some shots are not 
part of  your “repertoire” of  
golf  shots.

 The main reason you have 
“disaster” holes is that your re-
ally bad swings and resulting 
shots get you in severe trouble. 
I’ve also noticed that many 
high-handicappers try to make 
impossible shots when they are 
in deep trouble, without grasp-
ing the better safer play. 

Better (single-digit handicap-

pers) also hit what they consid-
er horrible shots, but they can 
actually recover. I suggest you 
get a professional golf  teacher. 
Take some lessons. Let him or 
her fully analyze your swing, 
your game, your typical swing 
thoughts and your attitude on 
the golf  course.  

Then set up a schedule to 
meet at least once a month, 
mainly for a check-up and to 
keep the relationship going.  
Also, set some time aside for 
practice. Don’t just beat balls. 
Have a plan.  Work on two or 
three swing keys and funda-
mentals each session.  And 
practice from difficult lies and 
situations. And practice put-
ting a lot; the putter can save 
an entire round. Great putting 
can even save one from feeling 

dejected after bad play.
QUESTION.  You have men-

tioned several times in previ-
ous articles that we should 
“work out” to become better 
golfers.  You noted that tour 
players, both men and women, 
now work out routinely, and 
that we weekenders should be-
come more fit if  we expect to 
perform at our best and get the 
most out of  our game.  When 
you suggest exercising and fit-
ness training it’s all a bit gen-
eral. I’d like some drills and 
exercise routines that would 
work the magic we all would 
like to experience on the golf  
course?

— Bob, Anthony, N.M.

GOLF DOC.  If  you want 
“magic”, you better go to the 
Magic Kingdom in Orlando. No 
magic here, just hard work, 
commitment to an exercise 
routine and getting stronger. 
Just the effort, probably with a 
trainer, for 30 to 60 minutes a 

day, will help increase your 
strength and flexibility. 

Those are two keys to getting 
your body into a condition 
where your enhanced fitness 
will help you, rather than have 
your lack of  fitness hurt your 
golf  game, or your longevity.  
As a middle-aged person you 
can increase your flexibility – 
range of  motion and limber-
ness – by 50 percent by doing 
stretching and yoga-type mo-
tions in a matter of  three 
months. You can double your 
strength with daily resistance 
training – like pulleys, resis-
tance machines and weights – 
in six months. In my view, 
multi-purpose exercise is one 
of  the hidden secrets for pre-
vention of  future body failure 
as well as for better sport.  In a 
few weeks, I plan to provide 
much more detailed informa-
tion about sport fitness as it re-
lates to your golf  game.  I’ll be 
devoting more info on this in 
coming weeks.

Charlie
Blanchard
Golf Doctor

Your special questions from this year related to improvement, exercise
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But it hasn’t been an 
easy process. 

 “Change is difficult 
for any sports team,” he 
said. “Changing a team’s 
mentality takes time 
and work. Speeding up 
the game play was tough 
for the team, but these 
guys have adapted well, 
and are excited.”

Looking ahead at dis-
trict play, Keys sees a 
high level of  competi-
tion across the board. 
The Oñate Knights will 
be a stiff  and difficult 
team to play, he said, 
and Mayfield has a ri-
valry with the Las Cru-
ces Bulldogs that is “one 
of  the biggest in the 
country.” He accounts 
for Centennial High as 

well as the district’s out-
lying schools including 
Gadsden and Deming, 
saying that none of  
these teams will go 
down easy. 

 “It’s a really tough 
district, with a lot of  
good teams. It’s going to 
take a lot to win these 
games, but we like our 
chances,” Keys said. 
“But we’re playing to 
win district, I wouldn’t 
know the point of  play-
ing if  it weren’t to win it 
all.” 

He also said that he 
has put a lot of  pressure 
on the senior players so 
they will stand up and 
be leaders for the team, 
on and off  the court.  

Keys says his goal is to 

create a basketball cul-
ture at Mayfield. He be-
lieves that the school 
“deserves a strong bas-
ketball team.”

Keys played for NMSU  
from 1998-2000, and was 
a standout player. He 
spent more than 14 
years as a professional 
player in Europe, South 
America and the Middle 
East after he graduated 
from NMSU. But being a 
successful player does 
not always go hand in 
hand with being a suc-
cessful coach; adopting 
a new team and new 
players comes with 
many obstacles, and 
navigating these obsta-
cles takes a huge amount 
of  character and charis-
ma. 

Many new coaches 
struggle to get a grasp on 

the off-court behavioral 
issues of  their players, 
but Keys hasn’t had to 
wrestle with that issue 
this season. 

 “I’m very lucky to 
have the responsible 
players that I do,” he 
said. “Worrying about 
their level of  character 
has been the least of  
concerns for me. I’m 
lucky to adopt great guys 
in the classroom, and on 
and off  the court.” 

Keys began his coach-
ing career with an al-
ready full plate. He has 
five kids, one girl and 
four boys, with ages all 
over the spectrum rang-
ing from 3 to 17. But just 
like in the game of  bas-
ketball, his family works 
together as a team to 
make everything possi-
ble, he said. His daugh-

ter, the oldest of  his 
children and a senior at 
Centennial, is “mommy 
number two.” 

“My family is so sup-
portive and understand-
ing of  what I’m doing 
here,” he said. “My wife 
understands I’m going to 
be gone a lot, and that 
being a high school 
coach takes a lot of  work, 
but she’s so supportive 
about it.” 

Instead of  looking at 
his oversized workload 
as a curse, Keys sees it 
as a blessing and that 
he’s lucky to have the 
opportunity to be where 
he is; it helps him “grow 
as a father, coach, and 
man.” 

He remembers the im-
pact that his high school 
coach, whom he still fre-
quently talks to, had on 

him not only as a player 
but also a person. That 
impact is what now 
drives him to be the Tro-
jans’ head coach. 

“I always wanted to be 
a mentor, and always 
wanted to stay around 
the game,” he said. “I 
want to be a father fig-
ure and a mentor to 
these guys; I don’t ever 
take this for granted.”

Basketball is not sim-
ply just a game to Keys. 
He grew up in Chicago’s 
inner-city, an area 
plagued with violence 
and poverty. But 
through basketball he 
was able to attend 
NMSU and rise to a 
much better life; a bless-
ing not given to many 
inner-city kids. 

“I owe it all to basket-
ball,” he said. 

KEYS FROM PAGE A27

SIAKAM FROM PAGE A27
Douala, Cameroon, didn’t get 
all of  his 35 points from the in-
side, as he was hitting from 
mid-range and even scored the 
first 3-pointer of  his career.

The Aggies used a strong per-
formance on the glass, out re-
bounding ORU 41-29.

 “Rebounding was an empha-
sis at halftime,” said head 
coach Marvin Menzies. “We 
ended up with 18 offensive re-
bounds with 22 second chance 
points. 

If  you can get a third of  your 
points without calling a play, it 
makes your job a lot easier on 
the offensive end.”

The Aggies also got 12 points 
and six rebounds from both 
Johnathon Wilkins and Ian 
Baker, while Jalyn Pennie 
added seven points and seven 
boards.

Shockers
Now on tap for the Aggies are 

the Wichita State Shockers, a 
team looking for an identity.

The Shockers have recently 
had a No. 1 seed in the NCAA 
Tournament and, in addition to 
the Final Four appearance, 
they made the Sweet 16 twice in 
the past four seasons.

Still, Wichita State has start-

ed to build some momentum 
and have won three straight 
contests.

The Missouri Valley Confer-
ence team is led by senior 
guard Ron Baker who is rus-
tling the net for nearly 16 points 
per game. The other senior 
guard, Fred VanVleet, who 
missed four games for the 
Shockers due to injury, is the 
only other Wichita State player 
in double digits with 11 ppg av-
erage.

NMSU’s last game before the 
end of  the year is a home tilt at 
7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 30 
against Arizona Christian. 

Aggie games can be heard on 
570 AM.

WOMEN FROM PAGE A27

Trakh said. “They really 
defended, rebounded, 
played hard, they were 
scrappy and were all 
over the place.”

After a tough start, 
Sasha Weber, who 
scored nine of  the team’s 
15 points in the second 
quarter, brought NM 
State within 28-21 at the 
half  thanks to a deep 
three. She would finish 
with a game-high 16 
points on 4-of-8 shoot-
ing.

“Sasha did a great job, 
she picked up the of-
fense,” Trakh said. 

NM State went on a 
roll to start the second 
half. The Aggies out-
scored New Mexico 18-3 
in the third frame, in-
cluding a 22-0 run that 
lasted more than 10 min-
utes before Jayda Bove-
ro knocked down a pair 
of  free-throws to give 
the Lobos their first 
points since the 2:23 
mark in the second. 

During that blitzkrieg 
by the Aggies, UNM was 
held without a field-goal 
for more than 14 min-
utes. 

Tyler Ellis, who came 
in for Brianna Freeman, 
made crucial plays and 
rebounds down the 
stretch for NM State. Be-
yond the four points and 
two rebounds on 2-of-3 
shooting, what the 
scoresheet didn’t show 
were the shots she al-
tered.

“Tyler came in and 
gave us some really, re-
ally good minutes,” 
Trakh said.

Freeman nearly had 
her second-straight dou-
ble-double, but finished 
with 10 points and eight 
boards. 

Mack, NM State’s de-
fensive catalyst and 
spark, almost had a dou-
ble-double herself  with 
nine points, eight re-
bounds, five assists and 
four steals.  

sha-Lee has missed her 
first 2 springs due to 
injuries, so if  we can 
get her an entire spring 
semester, I think she’ll 
be ready to have a 
breakout season.  

“Hopefully, we’ll get 
Megan Hart playing by 

the end of  spring, we 
expect her rehabbed 
from her ACL surgery.  

“Adding her blocking 
ability is important for 
us. [Jordan] Abalos, 
[Kassandra] Tohm, 
[Bryn] Popovich and 
Battle need to improve 

their entire game, but 
bring great athletic 
ability to the table.  The 
key is for them to catch 
up skill wise and be-
come more functional 
all around players, as 
opposed to doing just 
one thing well.  

“They have big num-
bers to replace, and 
need to work harder 

than ever to make it 
happen. 

“Our ball control 
people are all solid and 
return, and our setting 
is in good hands. 

“Our recruits are 
physical, and could 
help immediately if  we 
need them. We’re likely 
to sign at least one 
more player.”

REFLECT FROM PAGE A28
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By Amanda Bradford
For the Bulletin

A food pantry that bene-
fits students, staff  and 
faculty at New Mexico 
State University and Doña 
Ana Community College 
got an extra boost of  holi-
day cheer this season 
after a give-it-forward 
idea from the president’s 
office inspired many fac-
ulty and staff  members 
on campus to skip pres-
ents for colleagues in 
favor of  a gift to Aggie 
Cupboard.

In a November email to 
NMSU faculty and staff, 
NMSU President/Chan-
cellor Garrey Carruthers 
suggested that giving to 
Aggie Cupboard was a 
perfect way to show that 
NMSU is a caring commu-
nity.

“I plan to contribute to 
Aggie Cupboard instead of  
presenting gifts to some of  
my colleagues and friends,” 
Carruthers said in the 
email. “A gift on their be-
half  to this valuable cause is 
a perfect way to show them 
I’m thinking of  them. Please 
join me this holiday season 
in showing the community 
how we Aggies care for each 
other in times of  need.”

Aggie Cupboard is a 
free and private service 
that distributes nonper-
ishable food to students, 
staff  and faculty in need 
of  emergency assistance. 

Carruthers was joined 
by Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost Dan 
Howard and staff  from 
NMSU’s Office of  Univer-
sity Advancement in pre-
senting some of  those 
gifts to NMSU social 
worker and Aggie Cup-
board founder Lori Marti-
nez and NMSU Counsel-
ing Center Director Karen 
Schaefer at the advance-
ment office’s holiday 
gathering Tuesday night.

Along with shelves and 
boxes overflowing with 
non-perishable food items 
collected by advancement 
staff  from throughout the 

NMSU system, Car-
ruthers presented Aggie 
Cupboard with a check 
for $2,750, the pantry’s 
largest single monetary 
contribution to date. The 
gift included contribu-
tions from Carruthers, 
Howard and others from 
across campus. A portion 
of  the funds came from 
the university advance-
ment leadership team, 
which – as Carruthers put 
it – lost a bet. 

Vice President for Uni-
versity Advancement An-
drea Tawney said it was 
really a win when she, 
Chief  Operating Officer 
Tina Byford and associate 
vice presidents Leslie 
Cervantes and Terra Win-
ter had to make good on 
their pledge.

“We issued a challenge 
during our recent Giving 
Tuesday fundraising 
event,” Tawney explained. 
“If  every single member 
of  our advancement team 
made a gift that day, our 
leadership team would 
pledge an additional 
$1,000 gift to the fund they 
chose. I’m really proud of  
their enormous generosi-
ty – they made us pay up!”

Martinez said the gifts 
would help sustain and 
grow a vital resource for 
the NMSU community. 
Students, especially, can 
struggle to keep up with 
bills and other expenses. 
Items like peanut butter, 
rice and canned veggies 
can help supplement their 
groceries and let them 
focus on their next exam 
instead of  their next meal.

“It’s hard to study when 
you’re hungry,” Martinez 
said. “When I get feed-
back from our clients, 
many of  them tell me that 
this support helps make it 
possible for them to stay 
at NMSU and be academi-
cally successful.” 

Martinez said depart-
ments across campus – in-
cluding athletics, human 
resources, educational 
services and countless 

others, student groups 
and organizations – con-
tinue to respond to Car-
ruthers’ call to action 
with food items and funds, 
and Aggie Cupboard has 
been able to provide addi-
tional meals throughout 
the holiday season. 

Non-perishable food 
items can still be dropped 
off  during regular busi-
ness hours at the NMSU 
Counseling Center in Gar-
cia Annex, Room 100. The 
center will be closed 
during NMSU’s winter 
break, Dec. 24 through 
Jan. 1, and will reopen on 
Jan. 4. Tax-deductible 
monetary gifts can be 
made any time at giving.
nmsu.edu – just specify 
Aggie Cupboard as the 
fund for the gift.

Food is currently dis-
tributed in Garcia Annex, 
Room 132 on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 4:30 
to 6 p.m., and anyone with 
a current NMSU identifi-
cation card may pick up 
items. 

In January, Aggie Cup-
board will move to Re-
gents Row, Room B114. 
Martinez said the new lo-
cation has more space and 
will provide additional op-
portunities to expand 

what can be offered. 
For more information 

about Aggie Cupboard, in-
cluding volunteer oppor-

tunities, contact Martinez 
at mlori@nmsu.edu or 
575-646-2731.
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Employees forgo gifts to support food pantry

NMSU PHOTOS BY CHARLOTTE TALLMAN
New Mexico State University President Garrey Carruthers, left, and Executive Vice President 
and Provost Dan Howard, right, present a ceremonial check to Lori Martinez, second from 
right, an NMSU social worker and founder of the Aggie Cupboard food pantry, and Karen 
Schaefer, director of the NMSU Counseling Center. Carruthers and Howard encouraged the 
campus community to make gifts to Aggie Cupboard in lieu of holiday presents to colleagues. 

Karen Schaefer, left, di-
rector of the New Mexico 
State University Counsel-
ing Center, and Lori Marti-
nez, an NMSU social work-
er and founder of the 
Aggie Cupboard food 
pantry, display the items 
collected by staff mem-
bers in NMSU’s Office of 
University Advancement 
as part of the team’s holi-
day celebration. 



By Adriana M. Chavez
For the Bulletin 

A group of  New Mexi-
co State University stu-
dents helped achieve 
significant contribu-
tions to innovations 
made in the world of  
unmanned aerial sys-
tems while discovering 
cutting edge skills.

The students worked 
as interns at Emerging 
Technology Ventures, 
Inc., or ETV, which is 
headquartered in Al-
amogordo. 

ETV and four other 
companies have been 
working with scientists 
from Sandia National 
Laboratories to create a 

battery measurement 
device to be used in un-
manned aerial systems. 
The partnership be-
tween ETV and the four 
companies has been 
supported by New Mex-
ico Small Business As-
sistance program’s Lev-
eraged Projects fund-
ing. 

Griselda Martinez, 
the NMSBA program 
director at NMSU’s Ar-
rowhead Center, helped 
place the interns at 
ETV in collaboration 
with faculty from Com-
puter Science and Me-
chanical and Electrical 
Engineering. 

Two interns became 

full-time employees at 
ETV after graduating 
Saturday, Dec. 12. Mar-
tinez said ETV has 
asked for Arrowhead’s 
assistance in finding in-
terns for next semester.

“It is a great opportu-
nity for new ventures 
working with innova-
tive technologies to take 
advantage of  all the re-
sources available in 
southern New Mexico, 
including the resources 
available through Ar-
rowhead Center,” Mar-
tinez said. 

ETV owner Cliff  Hud-
son said his company 
creates “a culture of  in-
novation that supports 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math-
ematics (STEM) educa-
tion through public-pri-
vate partnerships fos-
tering the development 
of  tomorrow’s leaders 
in science and engineer-
ing.” Hudson said he’s 
impressed with the 
company’s interns from 
NMSU.

“The intern program 
has been an outstand-
ing talent for us. As a 
young company, build-
ing our core engineer-
ing team has been 
greatly facilitated 
through the NMSU in-
terns,” Hudson said. 
“We’re pleased that 
upon graduation, the 
first interns will be 
joining us in a full-time 
capacity this December. 
They will immediately 
move into key positions 
as they already under-
stand our product and 
market development 
goals.”

One of  the interns 
hired for a full-time po-
sition is mechanical en-
gineering major Rachel 
Romo, who said the in-
ternship has helped her 
gain experience in actu-
al engineering applica-
tions such as deadlines, 
working in a team set-
ting and collaborating 

to meet a customer’s 
needs.

“Working at ETV has 
showed me how to work 
with a customer on a 
huge project and suc-
cessfully complete the 
project in four months,” 
Romo said. 

“I definitely enjoyed 
this experience and 
learned how to utilize 
my skills that I have 
learned at NMSU. This 
opportunity has provid-
ed me with a job when I 
graduate and also 
taught me the skills 
necessary to complete 
an engineering design 
project.”

Kevin Saucedo, an 
electrical engineering 
major at NMSU, said his 
internship experience 
at ETV inspired him to 
further his career aspi-
rations and raise the 
bar academically.

“There is no doubt it 
has helped me grow 
equally as a leader and 
as a team member fac-
ing real world problems 
in advanced technolo-
gy,” Saucedo said. “I’m 
thankful for the laughs, 
hardworking days and 
the solutions that came 
through this process.”

Hudson said that in 
addition to the intern-
ship program, the 
NMSBA has provided 
key engineering sup-
port through Sandia 
National Labs.

“We’ve just complet-
ed Phase 1 of  a Smart 
Battery Management 
System and are 
pleased that Phase 2 
will be beginning in 
December.” 

The technology being 
developed by Sandia ad-
dresses key technologi-
cal and operational 
challenges facing un-
manned systems, the 
assessment of  battery 
condition and the abili-
ty to safely operate in 
critical environments,” 
Hudson said.
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NMSU students discover new skills through internships
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By Mike Cook
Las Cruces Bulletin

We don’t have the lights or the camer-
as yet, but there’s definitely action when 
it comes to bringing movies and televi-
sion series to Las Cruces.

 Film Las Cruces (FLC), a newly mint-
ed nonprofit, held its first meeting Dec. 3 
and elected an 18-member board of  di-

rectors, choosing State. 
Rep. Jeff  Steinborn as its 
president and long-time 
arts advocate Irene Oli-
ver-Lewis as vice presi-
dent. Other board mem-
bers include local film-
makers, entrepreneurs, 

business owners and media educators 
from New Mexico State University and 
Doña Ana Community College.

A three-year memorandum of under-
standing with the City of Las Cruces pro-
vides FLC with nearly $300,000 in funding 
during the next three years, and it has al-
ready secured office space in the WIC 
building near Pioneer Park in downtown 
Las Cruces. FLC board members are also 
drafting a job description for a full-time 
Las Cruces film liaison and are working 
with the city on finding a site and funding 
for the construction of a soundstage. 

The FLC board (LCSP) also will: de-
velop a website that includes a database 
of  local film locations and film-friendly 
vendors; step up national promotion of  
Las Cruces as a film and television loca-
tion; begin educating the business com-
munity and local residents about what 
to expect when filmmakers come to 
town; and work with NMSU, DACC and 
Las Cruces Public Schools to develop a 
film-knowledgeable workforce.

‘Foundation for excellence’
“The right people did the right re-

search to get the city to spend money in 
this direction,” said NMSU Creative 
Media Institute (CMI) Director Amy La-
nasa, who is FLC board secretary. “It 
was a big payoff  for a lot of  really, really 
hard work. It’s happening in just the 
right way at just the right time.” 

“This is the culmination of  years of  a 
lot of  people working on it,” said DACC 
Digital Imaging and Design Technology 
Department Chair Matt Byrnes, anoth-
er FLC board member. “Everybody’s 
pushing in the same direction. All of  us 
are really excited about it.”

“We are setting the foundation for ex-
cellence,” said Oliver-Lewis, who joined 

Steinborn, Lanasa and Byrnes as FLC 
incorporating directors. “We did a lot of  
research in and out of  state. We know 
that we’re making a buzz in the film in-
dustry, everybody is talking about it; 
now we’re on the map. 

“We want to start out right and make 
sure it grows and make sure it flourish-
es and adds to our community.”

Steinborn, a Las Cruces Democrat 
who represented New Mexico House 
District 37 from 2007-10 and has repre-
sented District 35 since 2013, does not 
have a media background. A land con-
servationist for the New Mexico Wilder-
ness Alliance, he got interested in the 
film industry as a member of  the House 
Taxation and Revenue Committee. 

“I just saw an opportunity,” Steinborn 
said. “I felt the presence of  this very vi-
brant industry” in New Mexico. 

Las Cruces and southern New Mexi-
co, “had all the DNA to be successful (in 

film and television production), but we 
hadn’t put the pieces together,” Stein-
born said. That’s when he helped start 
the Regional Film Development Adviso-
ry Committee, which evolved into Film 
Las Cruces earlier this year. 

“The film community here has come 
together for this effort,” Steinborn said. 
Creating FLC “was huge. We have taken 
on the responsibility of  developing and 
running a vibrant, new organization.”

“Jeff  deserves so much of  the credit 
for all of  this,” Lanasa said. He is “the 
glue that holds it together, the spark that 
keeps it going. No one has worked hard-
er to get the film industry here than Jeff  
Steinborn,” she said. “He’s very good at 
bringing people together, getting people 
to talk to each other,” Byrnes said.

North supports South
Steinborn said Las Cruces already has 

strong support from Albuquerque and 

Santa Fe, where filmmaking and televi-
sion production have been booming for 
more than a decade. Movies and TV 
generated $288 million statewide in fis-
cal year 2015, excluding performers’ sal-
aries; along with 280,000 worker hours 
on 25 major productions, including “In-
dependence Day: Resurgence,” “The 
Magnificent Seven” remake, “The Ridic-
ulous 6,” and TV series “Longmire” and 
“Better Call Saul,” he said. 

“Las Cruces can be a big part of  that,” 
Steinborn said. “The sky is the limit for 
us.” 

“The mayor invited me down last year 
to speak to the council,” said Ann Lern-
er, who is the City of  Albuquerque’s 
long-time, award-winning film liaison. 
“I’ve made very clear to all of  them, I’m 
very willing to offer advice on how to 
make a successful film city.” 

Film Las Cruces looks to the future

STEINBORN

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVE EDWARDS
A scene from a web series being developed in Las Cruces is seen.

SEE FLC, PAGE B3
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Lerner has been “ex-
ceptionally generous with 
her experience and coun-
sel with Las Cruces,” 
Steinborn said. “We’ve 
found nothing but gener-
ous support from the in-
dustry up north.” 

Filmmakers and TV 
producers in northern 
New Mexico want Las 
Cruces to succeed as a 
film and TV mecca be-
cause additional facilities 
and crews are needed to 
support the increasing 
demand from Hollywood, 
he said. And, southern 
New Mexico’s mild win-
ter weather would allow 
for more days of  filming 
than up north. Las Cru-
ces also would provide “a 
whole other venue of  
filming locations,” Stein-
born said, including 
White Sands Missile 
Range, Holloman Air 
Force Base, the Chihua-
huan Desert and “other 
unique assets.”

Albuquerque and Santa 
Fe are “excited for us,” 
Lanasa said. “They really 
want to see us grow. They 
have more than they can 
handle.” 

“They are maxed out 
up north,” Byrnes said. 

The advantages that 
Las Cruces offers to film-
makers in addition to its 
climate and unique loca-
tions are its proximity to 
Los Angeles and “the de-
sire of  the mayor and city 
to bring it there,” Lerner 
said. “Being film-friendly 
is key.” 

Helping fi lmmakers
The Albuquerque film 

office “offers a one-stop 
film permitting process,” 
Lerner said. “We don’t 
charge for film permits. 
It’s about customer ser-
vice. (Albuquerque) 
Mayor Richard Berry sets 
the example of  welcom-
ing firms here. All depart-
ments of  the city come 
together to work on this.” 

Albuquerque generated 
$150 million in direct 

SEE FLC, PAGE B4
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UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
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EOT: TWISTED HAMS
January 5, 2016 • 6:30pm
ROBERT MIRABAL - “RIVER”
January 16, 2016 • 7:30pm

LCCCA PRESENTS “THE VALINOR QUARTET”
January 17, 2016 • 3pm

EOT: FLAT BLACK
January 19, 2016 • 6:30pm

CHRIS WAGGONER: NEIL DIAMOND 75th BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE
January 23, 2016 • 7pm

MARK NIZER, COMEDIAN & ILLUSIONIST
January 29, 2016 • 7:30pm

EOT: JAZZ MAN ROSS
February 2, 2016 • 6:30pm

JOSH GRIDER
February 13, 2016 • 7:30pm

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

Tickets available at www.RioGrandeTheatre.com or call (575) 523-6403
Located at 211 North Main Street • Las Cruces, New Mexico

Santa Rosa de Lima ParishSanta Rosa de Lima Parish
FUNDRAISERFUNDRAISER

St. Genevieve’s Parish Hall
1025 E. Las Cruces Ave.
Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Dance 7:30 p.m. – 1:00 a.m.

Los Latinos Band
7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Tropicalisimo Apache
10:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m.

Couple $100.00   Single $75.00

For Tickets call Santa Rosa de Lima Parish 575-635-6511For Tickets call Santa Rosa de Lima Parish 575-635-6511

DOWNTOWN
It’s Reallyy

happening

SPONSORED 
BY:

ONGOING EVENTS:
• Downtown Art RAMBLE - 1st Friday of the Month 5-7pm
• Las Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market - Wed. and Sat. Morn.

FRI DECEMBER 25 • ALL MONTH Branigan Library
NO RHYTHM ROUNDUP IN DECEMBER

FRI DECEMBER 25 • ALL MONTH  Branigan Library
NO LIBRARY LAB IN DECEMBER

FRI DECEMBER 25 • ALL DAY Branigan Library
LIBRARY CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS

SAT DECEMBER 26 • 10:00 P.M. Branigan Library
Library opens after Christmas

SAT DECEMBER 26 • 1:00 P.M. Branigan Library
Team Anime ages 12-18    

TUE DECEMBER 29 • 10:30 A.M. Branigan Library
Read to Me-Storytime ages 1-3

TUE+THU DECEMBER 29+31 • 4:00P.M. Branigan Library
Teen Game Night-for ages 12-18

WED DECEMBER 31 • 10:00 A.M.  Branigan Library
Toddler Time-Storytime ages 3-5

THU DECEMBER 31 • 11:00 A.M.  Branigan Library
Noon Year’s Eve

THU DECEMBER 31 • 6:00P.M. Branigan Library
LIBRARY CLOSES EARLY FOR NEW YEAR’S DAY

TUE JANUARY 5 • 6:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Every other Tuesday: Twisted Hams

WED JANUARY 13 • 7:00 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
El Paso Pro Musica Back to Bach

SAT JANUARY 16 • 7:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Robert Mirabal”s One Man Show “River”

SUN JANUARY 17 • 3:00 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
LCCCA The Valinor Quartet

TUE JANUARY 19 • 6:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Every other Tuesday: FLAT BLACK

SAT JANUARY 23 • 7:00 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Chris Waggoner 75th Birthday Tribute to Neil Diamond

FRI JANUARY 29 • 7:30 P.M. RIO GRANDE THEATRE
Mark Nizer, Comedian & Illusionist

UPCOMING EVENTS
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spending from film and televi-
sion production in fiscal year 
2015, Lerner said.

“What’s important is that the 
city respects the needs of  the 
film production and that the 
film production respects the 
city, the community and the 
neighborhoods where they’re 
filming. That’s the job of  the 
film liaison,” she said. 

A good example is a movie 
shoot that took place in Albu-
querque last summer, Lerner 
said. Filmmakers wanted to 
blow up a car in the middle of  
the city’s country club area. 

“We know how to make that 
happen,” she said. 

Lerner helped the film’s pro-
ducers get the appropriate si-
gnoffs for the night-time shoot 
and hotel rooms for the resi-
dents of  11 homes in the neigh-
borhood. “The number of  com-
plaints I got from the car being 
blown up: zero,” Lerner said.

“New Mexico has a very good 

reputation in the film indus-
try,” she said. “Every major 
studio in Hollywood is aware of  
the film incentives that the 
state offers. They are aware of  
the strong crew base that we 
have,” said Lerner, who won 
the Outstanding Film Commis-
sion award for her work on 
“Lone Survivor” and “Breaking 
Bad” at the first Location Man-
agers Guild of  America Awards 
in 2014.

“Building up the infrastruc-
ture is important to grow the 
film industry in the southern 
part of  the state,” she said. “I 
think it’s very important for the 
entire state to benefit from the 
economic impact that the film 
industry brings to a city.” 

‘Economic driver’
Steinborn said film incen-

tives approved by the New Mex-
ico Legislature in 2002 during 
the final years of  Gov. Gary 
Johnson’s administration ele-
vated filmmaking in New Mexi-
co to another level. Johnson’s 
successor, Bill Richardson, 

helped push film and TV tax 
breaks “into overdrive,” he 
said. Current Governor Susana 
Martinez and legislators of  
both parties continue to sup-
port film and television produc-
tion in the state, Steinborn said.

In addition to tax breaks for 
movie makers, he said, the Leg-
islature added an extra incen-
tive for television shows pro-
duced in New Mexico, called 
the “Breaking Bad” bill because 
it helped bring that AMC series 
to Albuquerque, where it stayed 
throughout its five-year run.

“The film industry in New 
Mexico is such a powerful eco-
nomic development driver; it’s 
imperative that Las Cruces join 
the movement to engage film-
makers and help them see the 
opportunity for year-round 
filming capability in southern 
New Mexico,” City Manager 
Robert Garza said. “The MOU 
we have crafted with Film Las 
Cruces is just what was needed 
to fuel and apply concerted ef-
forts so we can be more rele-
vant in the dialog when film 

opportunities are presented. 
Film Las Cruces will be unique-
ly situated to respond to inter-
ested parties and our MOU 
makes it possible for City Ad-
ministration to lend support 
and resources to further that 
targeted work. I am optimistic 
we will see a great return on 
these efforts.”

“Filmmaking is a big busi-
ness and Las Cruces can be a 
leader in the Southwest,” 
Mayor Ken Miyagishima said. 
“I believe the closest film lot 
may be in Phoenix; there’s not 
even one in El Paso.”

Job one for FLC is hiring a 
full-time film liaison as soon as 
possible. Steinborn said the 
goal will be to find “an experi-
enced film professional to re-
cruit film and TV” to Las Cru-
ces and to grow Las Cruces’ 
film and television assets, 
which includes talented and ex-
perienced local filmmakers. He 
said FLC also will host semi-
nars in Las Cruces to teach 
business owners and residents 
“how to turn a location into a 

film location.” 
The challenge for FLC and 

the community is to “develop 
the systems and government 
relations so we can meet the 
needs of  major productions,” 
Steinborn said. Success will re-
quire high-level communica-
tions and strong working rela-
tionships among local govern-
ment, FLC and the private sec-
tor, he said.

The potential payoff  for local 
business is enormous, because 
film and television producers 
need materials to build sets, 
make props and create cos-
tumes – they also need hotels 
and restaurants to house and 
feed actors and crew. The up-
coming film “Captain Fantas-
tic” did 10 days of  filming in Las 
Cruces last summer, Steinborn 
said, generating 900 room 
nights in local hotels. 

“You never know what a film 
is going to need when they 
come into your community,” 
Lanasa said. “Inevitably, it will 

PHOTO COURTESY OF IRENE OLIVER-LEWIS 
Movie scouts from various media markets visit Las Cruces recently.

SEE FLC, PAGE B4

FLC FROM PAGE B3
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be something that makes money for the person provid-
ing the service. That could mean anything from getting 
a set of  temporary braces made by the local dentist to 
having a suit of  armor repaired at three in the morn-
ing by the guy who sell knives.”  

 “Any number of  industries are going to be impact-
ed, small and large,” Byrnes said.

“So many professions come into play to create a 
film,” Oliver-Lewis said. “When they scroll all of  those 
names that are at the end of  a movie – that’s a job. I 
believe in the business of  art. We have to create oppor-
tunities for people to be employed in the arts. We have 
to build it. We have to create the infrastructure. Film 
companies like to come to a community that’s welcom-
ing.”

“Almost every industry is affected by the film indus-
try in a positive way,” Lerner said. “On Central (Ave-
nue in Albuquerque), we have antique stores. People 
go in and buy props or rent props.”

Educational aspect

The potential benefits to media and film students 
at NMSU, DACC and LCPS are also enormous, Lana-
sa said. “We want to turn STEM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics) into STEAM (add-
ing the “A” for “arts),” she said. The educational 
aspect is “really an important component” of  film-
making.

Lanasa said FLC board members have already met 
with NMSU, DACC and LCPS officials on curriculum 
alignment to develop more “media thinking” among 
students and educators as it works toward a “cre-
ative campus” at NMSU, which she hopes will in-
clude the proposed Las Cruces soundstage. “The 
university is really behind us,” she said.

And the desire is there among her students, Lana-
sa said. When part of  the 2010 Robert Downey Jr. 
blockbuster “Due Date” was filmed in Las Cruces, 
six NMSU students got to work on the production, 
she said, but they had to move to Albuquerque to 
work professionally.

CMI had seven majors when the program began in 
2006, Lanasa said. Today, it has more than 300, and 
CMI has outgrown its classrooms and laboratories. 
Students are learning valuable work and life skills 
like solving problems as a group, communication 
and leadership that will serve them in whatever field 
they choose, she said.

Media opportunities include more than film and 
TV, Byrnes said. NMSU and DACC are also training 
students in animation, game design, digital graph-
ics, virtual technologies and photography. And “the 
skills are transferrable,” so students can use them in 
many industries besides film production, he said. 

“Everybody needs media people,” he said. 
For example, Byrnes knows of  one game design 

and animation graduate who is doing forensic ani-
mation for an engineering firm in El Paso. 

“The opportunities are all over the place,” he said.
Filmmakers also will need welders, plumbers and 

carpenters, Byrnes said DACC has the workforce 
component. Its students “train in the crafts the in-
dustry wants.”

Media programs already in place at NMSU and 
DACC “are great assets to build from,” Steinborn 
said. “I would love to give them bigger and better 
tools.” One of  his goals is helping students to develop 

their storytelling skills and “igniting sparks with kids 
wherever their passions may fall in the industry.”

Explosion of opportunity

Steinborn said Garson Studios in Santa Fe is “the 
best model in the state” for Film Las Cruces because it 
is located at the College of  Santa Fe and is a successful 
academic-commercial partnership, as this statement 
from Garson’s website attests: “Well-trained student 
interns from the university’s film school department 
are available to work with you on any project.”

Las Cruces is “developing a group of  students, pro-
fessors, educators who understand what creativity is 

in their lives and their business,” said 
Oliver-Lewis, who recently retired as 
founder and artistic producer of  Alma 
d’arte Charter High School. She was also 
the founder and artistic producer of  
Court Youth Center.

The NMSU film program is “another 
strength that Las Cruces has,” Lerner 
said. “NMSU is terrific.”

“What’s really exciting is that just be-
yond the performing arts side of  this, 
there’s a tremendous opportunity for 
stepping into various STEM fields also 
because the programming and the code 
building are such a great opportunity to 

bring in a package of  animation and virtual reality to 
the sciences,” said LCPS Superintendent Stan Rounds. 
Working with FLC, NMSU and DACC and starting stu-
dents as early as elementary and middle school, he 
said, LCPS can “knit together a fabric of  the various 
skill sets and the various interests students have … to 
put together the performing arts with the sciences.”

The school district already has “all the technolo-
gies necessary to dig into this” at its Arrowhead 
Park Medical Academy early college high school, 
located in NMSU’s Arrowhead Park, Rounds said. 
“All the virtual issues are there.” The question will 
be “how to create a pipeline for kids into this long-
term area.” 

FLC board member Ross Marks, an assistant profes-
sor of  film at CMI and long-time filmmaker (his credits 
include the 1997 Showtime original movie “The Twi-
light of  the Golds”), is also the executive director of  the 
Las Cruces International Film Festival (LCIFF), which 
will be held March 2-6. LCIFF and FLC are “going to be 
intimately connected,” Marks said. “FLC is the needed 
element to get film going in our community. There is a 
heck of  a film industry opportunity for us. I think 
we’re going to see a real explosion of  film and enter-
tainment opportunities in 12-18 months.”

Soundstage in the works

Another major task for FLC will be working with the 
city to find a location for a soundstage and getting it 
built. The city already has nearly $1 million in capital 
outlay funds from 11 state legislators for the project, 
and Miyagishima and the city council have expressed 
interest in spending several million more in hold-harm-
less gross receipts tax funds to build the soundstage. 
Two locations – one in NMSU’s Arrowhead Research 
Park and the other in the city’s West Mesa industrial 
park – are being considered.

The soundstage could be operational by late 2016 or 
early 2017, Steinborn said.

A soundstage will create jobs in Las Cruces, Oli-
ver-Lewis said. It will prove the economic development 
value of  the film industry to Las Cruces, she said.

“We have our work cut out for us, make no mistake,” 
Steinborn said. “We have to work hard to take it to the 
next level.” Filmmaking and TV production in Las 
Cruces are “a bright, shiny opportunity for us,” he 
said. What LFC is working on now won’t happen over-
night, but Las Cruces can grow into “a bustling film 
town,” Steinborn said. 

“I think we have the best opportunity I’ve ever seen; 
the most collaboration, the most momentum,” said 
Byrnes, who has been in the media industry for nearly 
two decades. 

The board

In addition to Steinborn, Oliver-Lewis, Lanasa, By-
rnes and Marks, board members include: local set de-
signer and member of  the International Alliance of  
Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) Scott Murray; 
professional hair and make-up artist and IATSE mem-
ber Pepper Gallegos; Las Cruces’ Tony-winning play-
wright and CMI Senior Fellow Mark Medoff; CMI As-
sociate Professor Derek Fisher, who specializes in vi-
sual effects and animation; Las Cruces filmmaker and 
screenwriter Rajeev Nimalakhandan, who is also with 
CMI; musician and Project Mainstreet Chair Russ 
Smith; Las Cruces actor and director Mark Vasconcel-
los; CMI Assistant Professor and Las Cruces filmmak-
er Ilana Lapid; filmmaker and special effects guru Bill 
McCamey; writer, grip, IATSE and DACC Creative 
Media Technology (CMT) instructor Dan Williams; 
filmmaker, photographer and CMT instructor Stephen 
Osborne; CMT instructor Lamaia Vaughn; and land-
scape architect and movie location scout Joan Wood-
ward. 

The city’s current interim film liaison, Cruz Ramos, 
is an ex-officio member of  the board.

LFC has 13 subcommittees, including student in-
ternships, social media, special events, website devel-
opment, database development and LCIFF. 

“This is what a collective sense of  positive energy 
feels like,” Lanasa said. “Las Cruces is choosing a dif-
ferent path, catching the film fever.”

FLC FROM PAGE B4

MEDOFF

MARKS
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FRI. 12/25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

SAT. 12/26
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Big Daddy’s Flea Market, 5580 Bataan 
Memorial East. Indoor and outdoor vendors on 20 acres. A wide 
variety of items will be available. Call 382-9404.

8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Farmers & Crafts Market of Las Cruces, 
Main Street Downtown. Wide variety of arts and crafts, food, 

fresh produce, unique fi ne art, pet adoptions and more. Free. 
Visit www.fcmlc.org.

9 a.m. to noon, MVM Farm volunteer day, MVM Farm, 2653 
Snow Road. Interested in organic farming and local food pro-
duction? Want to fi nd out more about vermiculture, compost-
ing, laying hens, season extension and crop planning in our 
region? Come and volunteer at the MVM Farm in Mesilla. Free. 
Call 805-6757 for directions or email info@mvmfarm.com. 

10 a.m. Family Science Saturday, Las Cruces Museum of Na-
ture and Science, 411 N. Main St. Join the museum as we learn 
about the science of food. This week’s topic is roasting reactions. 
All ages are welcome, from 3 to 93. Free. Call 522-3120.

10:30 a.m. Storytellers of Las Cruces, COAS Bookstores, 1101 
S. Solano Drive and 317 S. Main St. This week, Judith Ames will 
be the storyteller at the Downtown location and Sonya Weiner 
will be the storyteller at the Solano location. COAS will give 
coupons for free books to all children who attend. Free. Call 
524-8471.

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. SNAP, Las Cruces Museum of Nature and 
Science and Museum of Art atrium, 491 N. Main St. Recognizing 
the importance of interdisciplinary learning experiences, the 
education staff  of the Las Cruces Museums system have collab-
orated on a new program off ering SNAP – the Science, Nature 
and Art Program. The program encourages visitors to embrace 
their artistic creativity while engaging in educational activities 
inspired by Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM). This week’s topic is birdfeeders – build feeders to help 
feed our feathered friends. Free. Call 541-2137.

2 to 6 p.m. Live music, Sombra Antigua Winery, 430 La Viña 
Road, Chamberino, N.M. No cover. Call 915-241-4349.

3:30 to 4 p.m. Learn to play Middle Eastern rhythms, My 
Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt Drive. No drum required but must call 
ahead for loaner drum. Cost $2 per lesson. Call 693-1616.

7 to 10 p.m. Live music, The Game Sports Bar and Grill, 2605 S. 
Espina St. No cover. Call 524-4263.

8 to 10 p.m. Live music, Vintage Wines, 2461 Calle de Guada-
lupe. No cover. Call 523-9463.

8 to 11 p.m. Live music, High Desert Brewing Co., 1201 W. 
Hadley Ave. No cover. Call 525-6752.

9 p.m. Live music with one-woman band Tiff any Christo-
pher, Pecan Grill & Brewery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd. No cover. Call 
521-1099.

SUN. 12/27
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Big Daddy’s Flea Market, 5580 Bataan 
Memorial East. Indoor and outdoor vendors on 20 acres. A wide 
variety of items will be available. Call 382-9404.

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday Farmers Market, Tractor Supply Co., 
1440 W. Picacho Ave. This is a true farmers market with produce 
and food as the primary items, along with some arts and crafts. 
Free. Call 993-6521.

2 to 5 p.m. Live music, Rio Grande Winery, 5321 Highway 28. 
No cover. Call 524-3985.

2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Live music, Sombra Antigua Winery, 430 La 
Viña Road, Chamberino, N.M. No cover. Call 915-241-4349.

MON. 12/28 

9 p.m. Open Mic hosted by Chris Baker and Friends, Pecan 
Grill & Brewery, 500 S. Telshor Blvd. No cover. Call 5214-1099.

TUE. 12/29
1 to 3:30 p.m. Beginning Drawing and Painting, My Place 
Jewell, 132-B Wyatt Drive. Pencil, pastel, charcoal drawing and 
watercolor and acrylic painting focusing on the basic and ad-
vancing at your own pace. Taught by artist and educator Wayne 
Carl Huber. Adults and high school home school students are 
welcome. Enroll any Tuesday for four weeks at $45. Contact Huber 
for supplies and more information at 647-5684.

5 to 6 p.m. Belly Dance Club, My Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt 
Drive. Join one of the longest-running dance groups in the area. 
Open to ages 11 and older. Great low-impact exercise. Cost $4 per 
lesson. Call 639-1616.

6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Argentine Tango de Las Cruces, 2251 Calle 
de Santiago, Mesilla. Daniel Haverporth will teach a class from 
6:30 to 7:15 p.m., dances from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. Cost $5, NMSU 
students free with ID. Call 620-0377.

WED. 12/30
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Farmers & Crafts Market of Las Cruces, 
Main Street Downtown. Wide variety of arts and crafts, food, 
fresh produce, unique fi ne art, pet adoptions and more. Free. Visit 
www.fcmlc.org.

9 a.m. to noon, MVM Farm volunteer day, MVM Farm, 2653 
Snow Road. Interested in organic farming and local food produc-
tion? Want to fi nd out more about vermiculture, composting, 
laying hens, season extension and crop planning in our region? 
Come and volunteer at the MVM Farm in Mesilla. Free. Call 805-
6757 for directions or email info@mvmfarm.com. 

5 to 8 p.m. Open Mic, New Mexico State University Barnes & 
Noble, University Avenue and Jordan Road. Poetry and musicians 
alternate. Organized by David Rodriguez. Free. Call 646-4431.

8 to 10 p.m. Open mic, Q’s Steak, Pasta and Brewhouse, 1300 
Avenida de Mesilla. No cover. Call 571-4350.

8 to 10 p.m. Old-time fi ddle music with Los Cacahuates, 
Spotted Dog Brewery, 2900 Avenida de Mesilla. No cover. Call 
650-2729.

THU. 12/31
9 a.m. Nature Kids: Crystals, Las Cruces Museum of Nature 
and Science, 411 N. Main St. The museum invites kids ages 3 to 
5 to learn about local fl ora and fauna on the fourth Thursday of 
each month. This week, we will learn about crystals, discuss crys-
tal formation and take a look at some of their physical properties. 
Free. Call 522-3120. 

1 to 3:30 p.m. Intermediate to Advanced Drawing and Paint-
ing, My Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt Drive. Watercolor, acrylic and 
water-soluble oil painting classes taught by art educator Wayne 
Carl Huber. Open enrollment starting any Thursday. Cost $45 for 
four two and a half hour sessions. Call 647-5684.

5 to 6 p.m. Belly Dance Club, My Place Jewell, 132-B Wyatt 
Drive. Join one of the longest-running dance groups in the area. 
Open to ages 11 and older. Great low-impact exercise. Cost $4 per 
lesson. Call 639-1616.

5:30 p.m. Science Café, Las Cruces Museum of Nature and 
Science, 411 N. Main St. The museum invites the public to listen 
and participate in Science Café, the museum’s monthly science 
roundtable discussion. Sigma Xi’s Science Café is presented by 
the Scientifi c Research Society, in cooperation with the Las Cruces 
Museum of Nature and Science. The free Café discussions are 
presented to advance greater public understanding and to en-
courage use of available science. Students and all those seeking 

Events Calendar

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE B7

BURGER NOOK
Wishing you a Very 

Happy Holiday!
CLOSED: December 24-28th

 REOPENING: Monday, Dec. 29th

Now Accepting Credit Cards!
1204 E. Madrid, 3/10 mile east of Solano
Tue.-Fri. 10-6 p.m.• Open Sat. 10-5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 523-9806

PLEASE CALL 527-2525 OR VISIT US AT
2525 LAKESIDE DR. • MON-FRI NOON-5PM

Offer Expires Soon!
New Customers Only

Lakeside Storage

10x15 $50/mo
(reg. $70)

RV & Boat Storage 
(16x30) $25/mo

(reg. $35)

MY PLACE JEWELLMY PLACE JEWELL

575-639-1616 • www.MyPlaceJewell.com • mail4jewell@yahoo.com
Open Tues. - Thur. 1 - 4:30 p.m. • Wed. &  Fri. 1 - 5 p.m. • And by appointment

Store && Studio
575-639-1616 •132-B Wyatt

EXCELLENT SECRET SANTA GIFT SELECTIONEXCELLENT SECRET SANTA GIFT SELECTION
Christmas Treasures sure to pleaseChristmas Treasures sure to please

 Gift Certifi cates Are Always a Perfect Size  Gift Certifi cates Are Always a Perfect Size 

Vintage Clothes Vintage Clothes 

Unique Ideas Unique Ideas 

ALTERATIONS
www.polylith.com/nipntuck

Jo Ann Strauss
(575) 642-3106 
Tuesday & Thursday 10-5

4750 Nopalito Rd. 
Las Cruces, NM • 88011

Take Hwy 70 East
Take Dunn Dr. exit

Left on Shannon Rd.
Right on Nopalito Rd.

Moving Effective 
January 7th, 2016
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P
o

rt
e
r 

D
r.

H
o

lm
a
n

 R
d

.

Cortez Dr.

B
e
y
e
r 

R
d

.

N
o

p
a
lit

o
 R

d
.Shannon Rd.Shannon Rd.



LAS CRUCES BULLETIN ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2015  |    B7

greater knowledge of current science are encouraged to 
come. Free. Call 522-3120.

7 p.m. Big Band Dance Club New Year’s Eve Ball, Court 
Youth Center, 402 W. Court Ave. The Big Band Dance Club 
invites you to join us to dance ballroom, country, swing and 
Latin styles. This week, live music will be provided by Ron 
Theilman’s Orchestra. Beginner’s group dance lesson begins 
at 7 p.m., dances from 8 to 10 p.m. Cost $7 members, $9 
nonmembers. Call 526-6504. 

FRI. 1/1/2016
3 p.m. Evolved, Las Cruces Museum of Nature and Science, 
411 N. Main St. Evolved is a program that makes circuits 
through time, discussing important points in evolution and 
the development of the world as it currently exists. Join 
museum staff  every Friday at 3 p.m. to explore the begin-
nings of the universe and discuss what the future may hold 
for us, as informed by modern philosophy and science. Free. 
Call 522-3120.

7 p.m. Live music, Amaro Winery, 402 S. Melendres St. No 
cover. Call 527-5310.

7 to 10 p.m. Live music, The Game Sports Bar and Grill, 
2605 S. Espina St. No cover. Call 524-4263.

7 p.m. Howling Coyote Coff eehouse and Open Mic, 
Center for Spiritual Living, 575 N. Main St. The “granddaddy” 
of open mics in Las Cruces is open to acoustic musicians, 
poets, storytellers and singer-songwriters. Artist sign-up 
begins at 6:30 p.m. and performances begin at 7 p.m. Free. 
Call 525-9333.

CALENDAR FROM PAGE B6

Doña Ana Photography Club 
(DAPC) will host two workshops in 
January open to the public. 

At 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 5, Jim 
Rodgers will present “30 Minutes 
with Duane Michaels.” Michals 
is an American photographic in-
novator, widely known for his 
work with series, multiple expo-
sures and text.  He often uses 
photo sequences to communicate 
a narrative, incorporating hand-

written texts to examine emotion 
and philosophy. Jim will illus-
trate those techniques through 
Michals’ photos. 

Following Rodgers’ presentation, 
Lisa Mandelkern and Debbie 
Hands will present “How to Sub-
mit Images with Monthly Themes.” 
Monthly themes are designed to 
cultivate regular photographing 
habits and encourage participation 
in the monthly event.

At 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19, Anne 
Chase and members of  the club 
will present “Photos from the 
Field Trip to Bosque del Apache,” 
and members will present photos 
on the monthly theme, wildlife. 

Both programs are free and 
open to the public. Meetings are 
held at Southwest Environmental 
Center, 275 N. Main St. For more 
information, visit www.daphoto-
club.com. 

Doña Ana Photography Club 
hosts January workshops

Photographer Anne Chase will be joined by other members of the Doña Ana Photography Club for a Jan. 19, 2016 pre-
sentation of members’ photos from a recent trip to Bosque del Apache.

Visit Las Cruces proudly an-
nounces the three winners of its 
online contest Find Your Reason, 
which encouraged local residents to 
become digital ambassadors of the 
City by submitting videos and pic-
tures showcasing their love for Las 
Cruces.  

The winners are Brandi Parrell, 
Farrah Bejarano and Ashwini Reka-
la Krishna. Each one of them will 
receive two VIP tickets to the 2016 
Las Cruces Country Music Festival 
and two nights at Hotel Encanto. 

The launch of Find Your Reason 

was part of a larger effort by Visit 
Las Cruces to unveil a renewed 
image for Las Cruces. A major ele-
ment of the contest was the creation 
of  the hashtag #visitlascruces 
which has been adopted by several 
individuals, businesses and local or-
ganizations when posting to social 
media. The result was more aware-
ness about local events, points of  
interest, restaurants, sport tourna-
ments and, ultimately, more visi-
tors.  

Find Your Reason was a continua-
tion of the “Explore. Experience. 

Discover.” brand launched in 2012 
encouraging visitors to experience 
everything Las Cruces has to offer. 
Visit our www.facebook.com/lascru-
cescvb or www.lascrucescvb.org to 
see the videos and pictures of the 
winners.

  Visit Las Cruces is also the host 
of the 4th annual Las Cruces Coun-
try Music Festival which will be an-
nouncing festival headliners within 
the next few weeks.

  For more information, contact 
Visit Las Cruces at 541-2150 or on-
line at www.visitlascruces.com. 

Visit Las Cruces announces Find Your Reason winners

Suffragette
A drama that tracks the story of the 
foot soldiers of the early feminist 
movement in England. Starring Carey 
Mulligan, Anne-Marie Duff, Helena 
Bonham Carter, Ben Whishaw, Meryl 
Streep, and Brendan Gleeson.

He Named Me Malala
French w/ subtitles
Intimate portrait of Pakistani schoolgirl 
Malala Yousafzai, who was wounded 
when Taliban gunmen opened fi re on 
her school bus. 

**No Saturday matinee Dec 26; 
closed Thursday Dec. 31

www.mesillavalleyfilm.org 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe in Mesilla

575.524.8287

Fountain Theatre

Nightly 7:30 pm       Saturday Matinee 1:30 pm       Sunday Matinee 2:30 pm
$7 Regular  •  $5 Members  •  $6 Senior/Student/Military

Jan 1 - 7Dec 26 - 30

The best quality and diversity in children’s programming
Lend your support at www.krwg.org or call 1-888-922-5794 

PBS KIDS
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The Las Cruces Ukes, a commu-
nity group of  ukulele enthusiasts, 
welcome nationally-acclaimed 
ukulele instructors Heidi Swedberg 
and Daniel Ward to present a work-
shop for kids aged five and up Tues-
day, Dec. 29, from 10:30 a.m. until 
just past noon. This fun-focused 
workshop will have them laughing, 
singing, and playing the ukulele. At 
the conclusion of  the workshop, 
they will play the songs they have 

learned for the Golden Mesa resi-
dents. They can use their own uku-
lele or borrow one. The cost is $10 
per student and class includes a 
copy of  “COLOR-ALONG Ukulele,” 
Swedberg’s recently-released uku-
lele instruction coloring book.  

Swedberg was once best known 
for portraying the unlucky Susan 
on “Seinfeld,” but is now nationally 
acclaimed as a ukulele performer 
and instructor. Ward is a sought-af-

ter instructor and performer with a 
newly released CD. The duo per-
forms with The Sukey Jump Band. 
For more information, visit www.
sukeyjumpmusic.com. 

As class size is limited, reserva-
tions are required by calling Cheryl 
Fallstead at 405-7133 or e-mailing 
lascrucesukes@gmail.com. The 
workshop will take place at Golden 
Mesa’s activity room, 151 N. Road-
runner Parkway.

Las Cruces Ukes holds kids’ ukulele 
workshop with Heidi Swedberg

Ukulele 
performers 
Daniel 
Ward and 
Heidi 
Swedberg, 
who 
perform 
with The 
Sukey 
Jump 
Band, 
will join 
Las Cruces 
Ukes for a 
children’s 
ukulele 
workshop 
Tuesday, 
Jan. 29.

Studio Programs class registration opened 
Monday, Dec. 21. The public can sign up for 
classes anytime between 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Saturdays. Registration must be done in per-
son. All paperwork must be filled out and pay-
ment made before a spot in the class can be 
reserved. Last day to sign 
up is Saturday, Jan. 
16, 2016 by 4:30 
pm.

 The Muse-
um of  Art 
Studio Pro-
grams will 
offer a variety 
of  classes for 
children and adults 
that will range from drawing, painting, col-
lage and mixed media. Kid’s classes are for 
children aged 5 and up. The brochure can be 
found on the museum website at http://tinyurl.
com/hznrwoo

 The museum is located at 491 N. Main Street 
and is open 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday. For 
additional information, visit http://las-cruces.
org/museums or call 541-2137.

 If  you need an accommodation for a disabil-
ity to enable you to fully participate in this 
event please contact the museum 48 hours 
prior to the event.

Registration for 
Studio Programs 
at Museum of Art

BEGINNER EXPERTCHALLENGER
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Sudoku
LAST WEEK'S 
SOLUTIONS

Complete the grids below so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. It is a game 
of logic, not math, and there is only one solution per puzzle. Have fun and exercise the grey matter.
Tips and computer program at www.sudoku.com

© Puzzles by Pappocom
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LAST WEEK'S SOLUTION:
What is the favorite snack of worn out tourists visiting the magnificent Paris 
cathedrals? The lunchpack of Notre Dame.

V R W A Q V  O D V M  V O A  H D K 

V R Y K A V  Q T  T Q A  A W M A  S R Q 

O D V ,  H N V  K A Q D N M  O D V M 

V O A  V R Y K A V  Q T  T Q A  A W M A 

S R Q  M A A .

Word SalsaBrainGames

Crossword Puzzles
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Diagramless, 21 x 21

ACROSS 

DOWN 

 
ACROSS

DOWN 

GOING OFF HALF-COCKED
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AtTheMovies
Coming soon on DVD  Dec. 29
Heist
Rated: R 
Genre: Action
Starring: Robert De Niro, Jeff rey Dean Morgan
Director: Scott Mann

Hitman: Agent 47
Rated: R
Genre: Action
Starring: Rupert Friend, Zachary Quinto
Director: Aleksander Bach

Star Wars: The Force Awakens
(Week No. 1) $247,966,675
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road 
Chip (Week No. 1) $14,287,159
Sisters (Week No. 1) 
$13,922,855
The Hunger Games: Mockinjay Part 2 
(Week No. 5) $5,892,683
Creed (Week No. 4) 
$5,013,055

The Good Dinosaur (Week No. 4) 
$4,350,285
Krampus (Week No. 3) 
$4,114,805
In the Heart of the Sea (Week No. 2) 
$3,484,270
Dilwale (Week No. 1)
 $1,920,074
Bajirao Mastani (Week No. 1) 
$1,741,037

Top-grossing Dec. 18-20
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5

Picking Picking the Flicksthe Flicks
Movie information from www.rottentomatoes.com. Movie reel based on a 5-point scale.The Perfect Guy

Rated: PG-13
Genre: Suspense
Starring: Michael Ealy, Sanaa Lathan
Director: David M. Rosenthal

A Walk in the Woods
Rated: R
Genre: Comedy, drama
Starring: Robert Redford, Nick Nolte
Director: Ken Kwapis

Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: The Rebel Alliance 
and the Galactic Empire – now the 
Resistance and First Order – square off 
once again. 
Starring: Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill
Director: J.J. Abrams

Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: 
The Road Chip
Rated: PG
Plot Overview: Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore hit the road to Miami to stop 
Dave’s wedding, fearful that he’ll dump 
them for his new wife.  
Starring: Kaley Cuoco, Bella Thorne

Krampus
Rated: R
Plot Overview: Amidst a bad 
Christmas, a young boy unwittingly 
summons a Christmas demon to his 
family’s home. 
Starring: Adam Scott, Toni Collette
Director: Michael Dougherty

The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 2
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: As the war of Panem 
escalates and the Capital destroys other 
districts, Katniss Everdeen must bring together 
an army against President Snow, with 
everything she loves hanging in the balance.    
Starring: Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson

The Good Dinosaur
Rated: PG
Plot Overview: In an alternate 
timeline where dinosaurs never went 
extinct, Arlo the Apatosaurus makes 
an unlikely friend in a young human 
caveboy named Spot.  
Starring: Jeffrey Wright, 
Frances McDormand (voices)
Director: Peter Sohn

The Big Short
Rated: R
Plot Overview: Four outsiders in the 
high-fi nance industry who predict the 
housing bubble burst of the 2000s take 
on the big banks. 
Starring: Christian Bale, Steve Carell
Director: Adam McKay

The Peanuts Movie
Rated: PG
Plot Overview: Snoopy and his team 
take to the skies in pursuit of their arch 
nemesis, while Charlie Brown goes on 
his own quest at home.  
Starring: Francesa Capaldi, 
Madisyn Shipman (voices) 
Director: Steve Martino

Love the Coopers
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: Four generations 
come together for Christmas Eve; when 
unlikely events turn the house upside 
down, the Coopers rediscover family 
bonds and the spirit of the season.  
Starring: Olivia Wilde, Amanda Seyfried
Director: Jessie Nelson

Sisters
Rated: R
Plot Overview: Two sisters throw 
one fi nal house party before their 
parents sell the childhood home.     
Starring: Tina Fey, Amy Poehler
Director: Jason Moore
Starring: Kaley Cuoco, Bella Thorne

Creed
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: Rocky Balboa steps 
into the role of trainer to promising 
young boxer Adonis Johnson – the son 
of Rocky’s late friend and former rival 
Apollo Creed.    
Starring: Sylvester Stallone, 
Michael B. Jordan

Concussion
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: Talented pathologist 
Dr. Bennet Omalu discovers the damage 
done to football players during the 
course of normal play.   
Starring: Will Smith, Luke Wilson
Director: Peter Landesman

Point Break
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: A young FBI agent 
goes undercover inside a group of 
professional criminals and extreme 
athletes.     
Starring: Édgar Ramírez, Luke Bracey
Director: Ericson Core

Daddy’s Home
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: A mild-mannered 
executive and stepfather is forced to 
compete for his children’s affection 
upon the arrival of his wife’s freeloading 
ex-husband.  
Starring: Will Ferrell, Mark Walhberg
Director: Sean Anders

Joy
Rated: PG-13
Plot Overview: The four-generation 
true story of the family of Joy Mangano, 
who founded a business dynasty by 
inventing the Miracle Mop.
Starring: Jennifer Lawrence, Bradley 
Cooper
Director: David O. Russell

OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 25OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 25

OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 25 OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 25

ALL SEATS ALL
TIMES $3.50

BRING THIS COUPON 
TO THE VIDEO 4 AND 
SEE THE MOVIE OF 
YOUR CHOICE FOR 

ONLY $1.50/PER 
PERSON GOOD FOR UP 

TO 5 PEOPLE WED. & 
THURS ONLY!!

REGISTER AT
ALLENTHEATRESINC.COM 
FOR EMAIL INFO AND 

SPECIALS

SHOW TIMES 
GOOD FRI. 
12/25 THRU

THURS. 12/31

PLEASE BE COURTEOUS TO 
YOUR FOLLOW PATRONS, 

TURN OFF YOU CELL 
BEFORE ENTERING THE 

AUDITORIUM.

DAILY 12:25 3:35 6:45 9:35
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:00 3:00 6:30 9:45
 (PG13)DAILY 12:00 2:30 4:50 

7:10 9:45 (PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 12:00 1:30 3:00 5:00 

7:00 8:15 10:00 (PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN 3D
DAILY 2:00 10:00 (PG13)
NO PASS OF ANY KIND

DAILY 12:20 3:30 6:40 
9:30 (R)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

PEANUTS (PG)
DAILY 2:15 4:40 7:10 9:25 

GOOSEBUMPS (PG)
DAILY 2:20 4:50 7:25 9:50

LOVE THE COOPERS (PG13)
DAILY 2:15 4:45 7:20 9:50
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2
DAILY 2:05 4:30 7:00 9:15

 (PG)

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
AT 2:00 & 7:00

ALL SEATS $5.50
EXPERIMENTER

DAILY 11:45 2:15 4:35 
6:55 7:20 9:30 9:50 (PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:00 3:05 6:05 
9:10  (R)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN DOLBY 
ATMOS

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 11:30 2:30 6:05 9:15 

(PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN 3D
DAILY 12:00 3:00 7:00 10:00 

(PG13)
NO PASS OF ANY KIND

DAILY 12:45 3:30  
6:50 9:35 (PG13)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 11:50 2:20 4:50 (PG)

DAILY 12:30 3:35 
6:35 9:45 (PG13)

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 11:50 2:20 4:50 

7:20 9:50 (PG)

DAILY 12:15 2:25 4:40
 6:55 9:10 (PG)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:30 2:40 
4:55 7:10 9:25 (PG)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

SHOWING IN DOLBY 
ATMOS

SHOWING IN 3D
DAILY 11:30 2:30 6:05 9:15

(PG13)
NO PASS OF ANY KIND

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 1:00 4:30 8:00 

(PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY  12:10 3:20 6:30 
9:20 (PG13)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 11:45 2:15 4:50 
7:20 9:50 (PG13)

SHOWING IN 2D
DAILY 11:20 4:35 7:15 

(PG13)
NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

DAILY 12:30 3:15 6:35 9:20 
(PG13)

NO PASS OR DISCOUNT

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!!
WE WILL BE OPEN FOR 

ALL SHOWTIMES ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY

WE WILL BE CLOSED 
AFTER 8:00PM ON 

CHRISTMAS EVE SO 
THAT OUR EMPLOYEES 
MAY SPEND TIME WITH 

THEIR FAMILIES
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Review by Zak Hansen
Las Cruces Bulletin

Thirty years after the 
Battle of  Endor and the 
destruction of  the sec-
ond Death Star at the 
hands of  the Rebels, sig-
naling the defeat of  the 
Galactic Empire, the 
last Jedi Luke Skywalk-
er is nowhere to be 
found. In his absence, a 
specter has risen from 
the ashes of  the Empire 
– The First Order, led by 
masked and caped Vader 
disciple Kylo Ren (Adam 
Driver, of  HBO’s “Girls). 

This new intergalactic 
evil empire, housed in 
the massive, Death 
Star-dwarfing Starkiller 
Base and armed with a 
superweapon powered 
by the draining of  near-
by stars, is opposed only 
by the Resistance, a 
small military force 
backed by the New Re-
public and led by none 
other than prin-
cess-turned-general Leia 
Organa (Carrie Fisher). 

Desperate for Luke’s 
aid to prevent another 
full-scale space war, the 
Resistance enlists hot-
shot X-Wing pilot Poe 
Dameron (Oscar Issac) 
and sends him to the 
desert planet of  Jakku 
to safely recover a map 
to Luke’s location, aided 
by his spherical sec-
ond-in-command, the 
droid BB-8. When a 
squadron of  Storm-
troopers arrive and lay 
waste to the village, Poe 
is captured and BB-8 is 
sent into the arid waste-
lands, map safely in tow. 

The droid comes 
under the care of  Rey 
(Daisy Ridley), a plucky 
and self-sufficient scav-
enger with powers be-
yond her understand-
ing. Rey is unaware of  
the powerful informa-
tion it possesses, or the 
way it will alter her 
own fate – not to men-
tion that of  the galaxy. 
Coming to her aid is de-
fected Stormtrooper 

FN-2187, or Finn (John 
Boyega), who suffers a 
crisis of  conscience and 
abandons the killing 
fields he was born into 
to aid the Resistance. 
This unlikely trio, 
thrust into the midst of  
a coming intergalactic 
civil war, is aided along 
their way by a menag-
erie of  familiar faces, 
among them everyone’s 
favorite swashbuckling 
space smuggler Han 
Solo and his Kashyyk 
companion Chewbacca 
(Harrison Ford and 
Peter Mayhew, reprising 
their roles at a respect-
able 73 and 71 years of  
age), along with a host 
of  new and spectacular 
alien abettors.

If  much of  this sounds 
familiar, that’s because 
in many ways, “Star 
Wars: The Force Awak-
ens” is point-for-point a 
retread of  “A New 
Hope,” the one that 
started it all – a band of  
unlikely heroes with 
strengths beyond their 
comprehension come to-
gether to face an evil 
fascist empire, backed 
by a guerilla rebellion. 
Rey, orphaned and alone 
on a desert planet that 
isn’t quite Tatooine, 
shows shades of  Luke 
Skywalker; Kylo Ren, 
masked and clad all in 
black at the helm of  the 
First Order, has clearly 
internalized Darth Vad-
er’s aesthetic.

This is a strength and 
a weakness of  “The 
Force Awakens.” It’s 
through-and-through 
fan service, albeit excep-

tional fan service. This 
is a film made expressly 
to please longtime fans 
eager to cleanse their 
palates of  the much-ma-
ligned prequel trilogy, 
eager to restore the 
canon to its fun and 
flashy former glory.

This it achieves in 
spades. 

Director J.J. Abrams 
has of  late been the 
go-to choice for sequels 
and reboots – “Mission: 
Impossible III” and the 
“Star Trek” reboots – 
and his reverence for 
his source material is 
on clear display from 
frame one. “The Force 
Awakens” is a big, 
brash, blustery sci-fi 
adventure, with more 
shades of  Stephen 
Spielberg’s glory days 
than “Star Wars” cre-
ator George Lucas, 
whose films, however 
iconic and influential, 
were stilted and some-
times laughable in their 
characterizations and 
dialogue.

Here, Abrams has en-
listed a roster of  talent-
ed newcomers who very 
much carry the picture. 
Boyega, as the conflict-
ed Finn, is torn between 
his moral center and the 
fact that he’s in way, 
way over his head, 
evinced by his quick, 
nervous jokes and 
one-liners, all of  which 
surprisingly land. 

Ridley, as Rey, is per-
haps the film’s strongest 
link, brave but vulnera-
ble, smart and self-suffi-
cient in every way, is 
about as an empowered 

woman you’ll see on 
film this year, and one 
who isn’t characterized 
as cold or heartless. 

Even Kylo Ren, played 
by an unlikely Driver, 
shows a sadness and 
vulnerability behind his 
mask and cloak, even 
more so when he doffs 
his visage. 

The established and 
supporting players, too, 
fare well. Ford’s aged 
Han Solo hasn’t re-
mained static; instead, 
he reenters the picture 
with the wearying toll 
of  the past three de-
cades of, well, whatever 
it was he was doing, 
draped over himself, 
new jacket or not. Fish-
er appears strong and 
self-confident as now-
Gen. Organa, along with 
Ridley eeking out a win 
for the Beschdel Test in 
the film’s final act. 

A far cry from the uni-
versally hated Jar Jar 
Binks, the new crea-
tures that populate “The 
Force Awakens” never 
grate; the miniature and 
bespectacled alien Maz 
Kanata (voiced by Lupi-
ta Nyong’o), a barkeep/
pirate/seer who oper-
ates the wildest joint 
this side of  Mos Eisley 
Cantina, never seems 
cartoonish, coming 
across as much more 
than comic relief. The 
beeping BB-8 is charm-
ing and funny, again 
without condescension, 
and somehow capable of  
showing, and eliciting, 
real emotion. 

While narrative may 
never have been the 

strong point of  “Star 
Wars,” the special ef-
fects have always been 
game-changing. The 
original trilogy has in-
spired now generations 
of  filmmakers, Abrams 
clearly among them. A 
big win for “The Force 
Awakens” is his reliance 
on a majority of  practi-
cal effects, rather than 
the ungainly CGI that 
marred the 2000s trilo-
gy. The combination of  
the two allows for some 
truly spectacular set 
pieces, making for a 
much-more visceral ex-
perience than most 
other big-budget block-
busters. Abrams also 
opted to shoot on 35mm 
film, giving the film a 
grainy look like the 
original, though of  far 
superior quality. It’s 
this attention to detail 
and respect for the form 
that elevate “The Force 
Awakens” above its con-
temporaries. 

The new locales in the 
“Star Wars” universe, 
too, are a sight to be-
hold. Jakku, despite its 
uncanny resemblance to 
Tatooine, is a marvel, 
littered with the desic-
cating remains of  the 
Empire, paralyzed AT-

ATs and hulking, 
half-buried Star De-
stroyers dotting its 
sand-blown surface. 
D’Qur, home base of  the 
Resistance, provides a 
stunning, snow-covered 
venue for the film’s 
thrilling, penultimate 
lightsaber battle, show-
ing shades of  “Crouch-
ing Tiger, Hidden Drag-
on” elegance. 

More than all of  this, 
though, Abrams’ film is, 
from front-to-back, a lot 
of  fun. The action is ex-
citing, the effects are 
nothing short of  first-
rate, the characters are 
well-rounded, the jokes 
all hit and, most sur-
prisingly, “The Force 
Awakens” shows some-
thing resembling emo-
tional depth, absent 
largely from previous 
entries. It may be made 
for fans alone – especial-
ly those willing to sit 
through its overlong 
135-minute runtime – 
but it’s showy and satis-
fying sci-fi escapism at 
its finest, one that gives 
a new hope for coming 
sequels. 

Zak Hansen can be 
reached at zak@lascru-
cesbulletin.com.

‘The Force Awakens’ a fun, flashy throwback

STAR WARS: 
THE FORCE AWAKENS
Rated: PG-13
Running time: 135 minutes
Starring: Daisy Ridley, John Boyega
Director: J.J. Abrams

Grade

B
“Star Wars: The Force 

Awakens” is a welcome 
return to form for the 

revered canon – even if it 
is mostly fan service.

WITH

NO-MONEY DOWN
-PAYMENTS
-INTEREST

PAYMENTS AS LOW AS

$99
FOR 1 YEAR* PER MONTH**

OR

Call for your FREE
Window Diagnosis 

855-321-8452
RenewalbyAndersen.com

*Offer expires 12/31/15. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer applies to the purchase 4 or more windows and/or patio doors between 12/1/15 & 12/31/15. 0%
APR for 1 year available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No finance charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. **Monthly

payment estimate based on purchase of 5 Series I windows, 90-100 united inches in size. Down payment may be required, OAC.  Dreamstyle Remodeling, Inc. Lic. 91738

$300
OFF
EVERY WINDOW

$800
OFF

EVERY PATIO DOOR

PLUS

COUNTDOWN

2  16
WINDOW SALE

OUR BIGGEST DOLLAR 
DISCOUNT OF THE YEAR 

ENDS ON DECEMBER 31ST!
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Review by Jeff Berg
For the Las Cruces Bulletin

Malala Yousafzai is certainly one 
of  the most courageous people you 
will ever hear about. 

In case you’ve forgotten, she is 
the now-18-year-old woman who 
spoke out against the Taliban a 
few years ago, which rewarded her 
by trying to 
assassinate 
her (and sev-
eral other stu-
dents in her 
school bus 
that day) with 
a bullet to the 
head. They 
failed. Slimy, 
cretinous in-
sects that they 
are, they 
failed and thankfully so.

Malala has gone on to be the 
youngest recipient of  the Nobel 
Peace Prize, has addressed the 
United Nations and written a book, 
“I Am Malala: The Story of  the 
Girl Who Stood Up for Education 
and was Shot by the Taliban,” all 
while the Taliban retains its 

“glory” by killing who knows how 
many innocent people and trying 
to destroy all manner of  history. 

In this sometimes-interesting 
documentary, director Davis Gug-
genheim, who also directed “An 
Inconvenient Truth” and “Waiting 
for Superman,” gives us an often 
too-light view of  Malala and her 

life. 
We learn a 

little about 
the attempt 
on her life 
and how it 
happened, 
we find that 
she is very 
devoted to 
her father 
who may or 
may not be a 

background manipulator in her 
life and we briefly visit with her 
family, which offers but brief  
glimpses of  those good people, not 
really sharing how they feel about 
the entire situation. 

Her mother, mostly wordless in 
the film, remains reserved, tradi-
tional and conservative in her 

views on things which also, I feel, 
should have received more atten-
tion. How does this affect Malala? 
What does her mother think of  
her daughter’s work and strong 
support for the education and 
freedom of  women in her home-
land of  Pakistan and around the 
world?

We follow Malala in some of  her 
whirlwind tour activities and also 
can find that she likes cricket, is 
still a somewhat geeky awkward 
teenage girl, with crushes on a 
sport celebrity or two, but there is 
not enough depth here. It may 
have been interesting and helpful 
for Guggenheim to just sit with 
this remarkable young woman to 
find out more.  

All in all, the 88-minute docu-
mentary is satisfying, but I for one 
wish it could have been more in-
formative and inspiring, offering 
us at least a hint or two of  resolu-
tion to conflict via the inner 
strength of  people, especially 
women, such as Malala rather 
than just cursory details of  vari-
ous stages of  her life supplement-
ed with archival footage.   

‘He Named Me Malala’ 
satisfies but lacks depth

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

its archives and our annual 
publications in e-edition at

Check out the 
entire Bulletin, read the entire Bulletin
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“He Named Me Malala” 
opens at the Fountain 

Theatre in Mesilla 
Saturday, Dec. 26. The 
theater will be closed 
Friday, Dec. 25, and 

Thursday, Dec. 31, for 
Christmas and New 

Year’s Eve.
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10 Pin Alley 

Washington Federal

1st NM Bank

Abraham's @ Las Cruces 
Tower

Albertsons

Allied Alarm 

Alt Recovery

Andele Restaurant 

Arbors Of Del Rey

Aristocrat Assisted Living 
Center

Ashley Furniture

Bank ‘34

Bank Of America

First National Rio Grande 
Downtown

Baquera Jewelry

Barnes & Noble Mesilla 
Valley Mall

Barnett Harley Davidson 

Benavidez Rec. Center

Better Life Pet Foods

Borman - Honda

Borman Ford

Borman Used Cars Select

Branigan Library 

Bravo Chevrolet

Burger Nook

Burger Time (most 
locations)

Cattle Baron

Celebrate

Century Bank

Las Cruces Chamber of 
Commerce 

Chilito's

Citizens Bank 
(some locations)

City Hall 

Club Fitness

COAS Bookstore 

Color My World

Comfort Inn 

Community Foundation 
of SNM

Da Vita Dialysis

DACC East Mesa

Denny’s Downtown 

District Court

Doña Ana County Govt. 
Center

Dream Catchers Inn

Dunkin Donuts

El Paso Electric 

El Sombrero

Encantada Park

Exit Realty 

Family Health Center

Farley's 

Fiesta Bakery 

First American Bank 

First Light FCU

First light Federal Credit 
Union 

Foothills Medical Center

Frank Papen Community 
Center

Fresenius Dialysis

Good Sam Building A

Good Sam Building E

Good Sam Gift Shop

Good Sam Health Care 
Center 

Gym Magic

Hacienda RV Park

Hampton Inn & Suites

Happy Dog

Hilton Garden Inn 

Holiday Inn Express

Holy Cross Church

Hotel Encanto

IHOP

International Delights

ITS Quest

La Posta 

Las Cruces Biologicals

Las Cruces Museum of Art

Las Cruces Toyota

Las Cruces Vet Center

LC Convention & Visitors 
Center

LC Pet Image

Las Cruces Association of 
Realtors

LCDF Medical And 
Dental Services

Le Rendezvous

Lohman Atrium Suites

Lorenzo's (Pan Am)

Lowe's Grocery 

Main Street Bistro

Mark Mumper Munson Sr. 
Center

McDonalds 
(most locations)

Meerscheidt Rec. Center

Memorial Medical Center

Mesilla Valley Hospice 

Mesilla Valley Kitchen

Metropolitan Deli

Milagro Coffee y 
Espresso

Millennium Health & 
Wellness

Mira Vista Apts

Montana Meadows

Montana Senior Center

Moonbow

Moongate Café

Moongate Water Co. 

Mountain View Market

Mountain View Urgent Care

Murphy Express

Museum of Nature and 
Science 

NM Cardiac Care 

NM Dept. Of Workforce 
Solutions

NM Farm and Ranch 
Museum

Nopalito's Restaurant

Old Town Restaurant

Organ General Store

Pic Quik (most locations)

Picacho Butterfi eld 1 & 2

Picacho Hills Country 
Club

Pioneer Bank

Porter Chevron (Chucky's)

Positive Energy Solutions

Ramada Palms 

Red Brick Pizza

Remax

Rene Gutierrez (District 
Offi ce)

Renoo

Restore

Rio Grand Theatre 

Roberto's 

Rosie's Café

Safe Haven 

Sage Café 

Sagecrest Nursing Home 

Save Mart

Shorty's Hwy 28 

Si Señor

Siesta RV

Sisbarro Administration 
Offi ce

Sisbarro New & Used 
Cars

Sonoma Ranch 
Apartments

Southwest Sport & Spine

Starbucks

State Farm - Mike 
Apodaca

TA Truck Stop

The Casitas at 
Morningstar

The Shed

Tiffany's

Toucan Market

Trails West 

US Bank

Valero 

Value Place Hotel

Vascular Diagnostic

Village At Northrise 

Village Inn

Walgreen’s

White Sands Federal 
Credit Union

White Sands Missile 
Range Commisary

White Sands Missile 
Range PX

NMSU Milton Hall

NMSU O'Donnell Hall

NMSU Pan Am Center

Permit Offi ce

Roberts Hall 

Zuhl Library

New Mexico State University

NMSU Golf Course / Pro 
Shop

NMSU Activity Center

NMSU Anderson Hall 

NMSU Branson Library 

NMSU Business Complex

NMSU Computer Center

NMSU Corbett Center

NMSU DACC

NMSU Express

NMSU Fulton Center

NMSU Gerald Thomas

NMSU Milton Hall

NMSU O'Donnell Hall

NMSU Pan Am Center

Permit Offi ce

Roberts Hall 

Zuhl Library

Available at hundreds of 
Single Copy locations throughout 

the Greater Las Cruces area.The community newspaper for Las Cruces, NM
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LAST CHANCE
BRANIGAN CULTURAL CENTER presents 

“Around the World, Around Other Cultures,” an 
exhibit of the work of artist Alejandra Gamez. 
Gamez developed her own style of producing 
monotypes while studying at the Autonomous 
University of Ciudad Juarez.  Utilizing mediums 
of acrylic ink and paper, this show presents a se-
ries of artwork that illustrates the artist’s passion 
for diff erent countries and cultures, and how 
they relate to each other in the world. “Around 
the World, Around Other Cultures” will remain on 
display through Saturday, Dec. 26. 

Branigan Cultural Center is located at 501 N. 
Main St. Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. For more informa-
tion, call 541-2154.

ADOBE PATIO GALLERY presents the Border 
Artists’ second exhibition of small-scale art show 
“Small is Beautiful II.” This exciting show introduc-
es two of the Border Artists’ newest members, 
Margaret Berrier and Sharbani Das Gupta, whose 
work will be shown alongside three Signature 
Members – Carolyn Bunch, Tom Gerend and Dan 
Tapper – as well as active members Tauna Cole, 
Janice Cook, Sherry Doil-Carter, Winfrey Hearst, 
Annetta Hoover, Amanda Jaff e, Suzanne Kane, 
Cassandra Lockwood, Rosemary McLoughlin, 
Jeanne Rundell, Storm Sermay, David Shaw, 
Jo-An Smith, Jean Wilkey, Bob Willis and Terry 
Wolfe. The art in “Small is Beautiful II” may be 
small in size, but it’s powerful in feeling and wide 
in variety. During December, a percentage of 
each sale of art will be donated to Jardin de los 
Niños. “Small is Beautiful II” will remain on display 
through December. Throughout December, a 
portion of each sale will be donated to Jardin de 
los Niños. 

Adobe Patio Gallery is located at 1765 Avenida 
de Mesilla. Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. For more informa-
tion, call 532-9310.

BIG PICTURE DIGITAL IMAGE EXPERTS AND 
GALLERY presents “Southwest Visions” by fi ne 
artist Greg Allen. Inspired by the mystical terrain 
of the desert, Allen brings to life the landscapes 
of the Southwest, capturing light, forms and 
architecture. His authenticity and purity of vision 
is delineated throughout the work. Many of his 
oil paintings possess a distinctly classical compo-
sition while others are imbued with a contempo-
rary painterly surface. Illuminated from within, 
viewers experience an overwhelming sense of 
familiarity, intimacy and innocence. “Southwest 
Visions” will remain on display through the end 
of December. 

Big Picture Digital Image Experts and Gallery 
is located at 311 N. Main St. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday to Friday and 9:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call 
647-0508.

MAS ART presents the work of two young 
talents, Rudolf Medina and Sherrena Richardson, 
a combination of realistic style shown through 
Medina’s work and the fascinating surrealism 
style of Richardson, in the joint exhibition “Anec-
dotes and Striations.” The exhibit will remain on 
display through the end of December.

Mas Art is located at 126 S. Main St. Regular 
hours are 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 526-9113.

QUILLIN-STEPHENS GALLERY welcomes 
everyone back for a Christmas Ramble featuring 
wood-turner Les Fairchild. Fairchild specializes 
in wood inlay, combining several types of wood 
in intricate patterns to create items ranging 
from bowls to kaleidoscopes, as well as off ering 
Christmas ornaments and jewelry in wood. IN 
addition, the gallery’s four permanent artists will 
off er some Christmas specials to help you com-
plete your shopping list. The show will remain on 
display through the end of the month. 

Quillin-Stephens Gallery is located behind 
COAS Books at 317 N. Main St. For more informa-
tion and gallery hours, call 312-1064.

WEST END ART DEPOT is proud – and a little 
sad – to present its fi nal exhibit at the ware-
house by the tracks, David Canales’ “Metal Show.” 
The gallery’s fi nal show features sculptures 
incorporating metal and found objects, and 
photographs based on the sculptures. Canales, a 
Las Cruces transplant from L.A., will also exhibit 
custom-built game tables. Available for modest 
prices, everything included in the show is priced 
at $300 or less. On his current work Canales said, 
“The principle idea I am working with is metal. 
I’m fascinated by the longevity of the material. 
Secondary to that solidity is the interplay of light 
and, third, there is a primary focus on balance, 
if not symmetry. “Metal Show” will remain on 
display through the end of the year.

West End Art Depot is located at 401 N. Mesilla 
St. Gallery hours are 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, noon to 3 p.m. 
Sunday and by appointment. For more informa-
tion, call 312-9892 or visit www.we-ad.org.

NOPALITO’S GALERIÁ presents Kate More’s 
“The Tortugas Journey of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe,” an exhibit of photographs from her 
research on the Tortugas Pueblo, as well as 
Norma Hartell’s “La Vida de Un Agricultor (Life of 
a Farmer),” depicting the connection between 
farmers and their livestock. Both exhibits will 
remain on display through the end of December. 

Nopalito’s Galeriá is located at 326 S. Mesquite 
St. Gallery hours are 4 to 7 p.m. Friday and noon 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. For more infor-
mation, call 524-0003.

AA STUDIOS presents “New Paintings and 
Monotypes” by Las Cruces abstract artist Michael 
Pavao for the month of November. All Pavao’s 
work for this show is new, and the small-format 
monotypes are dynamic and aff ordable. Pavao 
numbers, rather than titles, his work, incorpo-
rating the date of completion. Doing this avoids 
the preconceived imagery or meaning a formal 
title often suggests, and suggests an affi  nity 
with music and math, where form is counterbal-
anced by the space around the form. A feeling of 
improvisational jazz can be seen in Pavao’s work. 
“New Paintings and Monotypes” will be open 
the second weekend of the month, as well as by 
appointment, through Jan. 2, 2016.

Aa Studios is located 2645 Doña Ana Road. 

Gallery hours are by appointment the second 
weekend of the month, 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, 1 to 5 
p.m. Saturday and 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday. For more 
information or to schedule an appointment, call 
520-8752.

CAFÉ DE MESILLA presents “Art Demitasse,” 
an exhibit by the Ten O’Clock Club. The “Tenners” 
meet monthly at 10 a.m. on the 10th day of 
each month to talk art; every other day of the 
week at 10 a.m., they think art or, most often, 
get involved with their media to create, work 
and play. “Art Demitasse,” the last of the Tenners’ 
10th anniversary shows, will remain on display 
through December. 

Café de Mesilla is located at 2190 Avenida de 
Mesilla. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. For more 
information, call 524-0000.

ONGOING
BRANIGAN CULTURAL CENTER presents 

“Remembering the Mays” and “The Beggars of 
Venice.”

Celebrating local history and one of Las 
Cruces’ pioneering families is the focus of “Re-
membering the Mays.” Settling in Las Cruces in 
the late nineteenth century, John and Elizabeth 
May opened and operated the successful Rio 
Grande Hotel on Main Street.  The couple raised 
six children in Las Cruces, many of whom grew 
to become important fi gures in their own right, 
owning important businesses throughout the 
City and becoming involved in local and regional 
politics. 

The exhibit will feature historic photographs 
as well as items from the Museum System’s 
collection that belonged to members of the May 
family, allowing visitors insight into life in Las 
Cruces during an exciting period of time in which 
the city was rapidly developing. 

The suite of drawings “The Beggars of Venice” 
captures the many characters of the most 
present but often unnoticed residents of Venice, 

Italy. Utilizing graphite and ink on paper, artist 
Ed Smith’s images create a sense of historical 
continuity with the great artists Callot, Tintoretto, 
Tiepolo, Goya and Rembrandt. “The Beggars of 
Venice” will remain on display through Jan. 23, 
2016. 

Branigan Cultural Center is located at 501 N. 
Main St. Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. For more informa-
tion, call 541-2154.

CUTTER GALLERY presents “New Mexico 
Christmas” art show, featuring work from Molly 
Gamboa Barth, Nancy Frost Begin, Fred Chilton, 
Tom Gerend, Linda Gendall, Stephen Hansen, 
Carlitta Harvey, Robert Highsmith, Mark Hohn-
streiter, Tracy Jamison, Suzanne Kane, Virginia 
Roach, Rosemary McLoughlin, Jo-an Smith, Mary 
Talamini, Dan Tapper, Dan Stouff er and Paula 
Voris. The show will remain on display through 
Jan. 5, 2016.

Cutter Gallery is located at 2640 El Paseo Road. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. For more 
information, call 541-0658.

TOMBAUGH GALLERY presents “Steel and 
Wings,” an exhibit of new works by Las Cruces 
artists Jill Somoza and John Northcutt. Somo-
za’s paintings capture an ephemeral quality by 
painting on vinyl sheeting stretched in unusual 
shapes. The pieces chosen for this show were 
all done in the past two years and display the 
simple lines of juxtaposed panels combined 
with curved wood. These paintings are more 
accurately described as elaborate sketches of 
fl eeting feelings, drawn in wood, vinyl, color and 
line. Northcutt’s sculpture is minimal kinetic and 
viewer participatory. He has chosen to explore 
the concept of the existence of multiple planes 
within a plane and their interaction. The planes 
are based on minimal geometric shapes, rect-
angles, squares, triangles, etc., interacting with 
each other. In the past, he has worked themat-
ically drawing ideas from American Indian my-

Galleries & Openings

Meg G. Freyermuth’s “Baldy’s Flow” currently on display at Cottonwood Gallery, located 
inside Southwest Environmental Center, 275 N. Main St., through January.
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thology, art history references, or observations 
on friends, thus giving the work an allegorical 
quality. For this show, he draws inspiration form 
the Sand Hill Cranes and their fl ight. “Steel and 
Wings” will remain on display through Jan. 22, 
2016.

Tombaugh Gallery is located inside the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces, 2000 S. 
Solano Drive. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday and by appointment. 
For more information, call 522-7281.

ART OBSCURA GALLERY presents two 
exhibitions for the month of December: Jesse 
Reinhard’s “Refl ections” and Sam Ross’ “Etiquette 
Unraveled,” upstairs in the Tiny Room Gallery.

Jesse Reinhard received an MFA in printmak-
ing from NMSU and has been active in the local 
art scene since arriving in Las Cruces in 2004. 
Along with Art Obscura, his artwork can often 
be found at the West End Art Depot and Las 
Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market. This is rumored 
to be Reinhard’s last show in Las Cruces, as he is 
moving to the Dallas-Ft. Worth area at the end of 
the year to join a religious cult. 

“Etiquette Unraveled” reveals artist Sam Ross’ 
new paintings that vibrate with humor. This 
month-long display showcases his new work, 
along with limited edition T-shirts, prints and 
miniature paintings. “I’ve always been the jovial 
type and I love connecting with people through 
humor, which is what I primarily aim to achieve 
through this style,” Ross said.

“Refl ections” and “Etiquette Unraveled” will 
remain on display through January 2016.

Art Obscura Gallery is located at 3206 
Harrelson St. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday. For more information, call 494-7256. 

COTTONWOOD GALLERY, inside Southwest 
Environmental Center, presents a new show of 
artwork by Las Cruces painter Meg G. Frey-
ermuth. Freyermuth recently completed the 
fi rst Artist-In-Residence program for the Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument, 
a program that supports public lands through 
art. An avid hiker, traveler and gardener since 
childhood, Freyermuth uses these experiences 
to display her passion for the environment 
through brightly colored, dramatic paintings and 
drawings of the United States’ wilderness. Freyer-
muth’s show will remain on display through the 
end of January 2016. 

Cottonwood Gallery is located inside South-
west Environmental Center, 275 N. Main St. Reg-
ular hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. For more information, call 522-5552.

MESILLA VALLEY FINE ARTS GALLERY 
features two local artists for the month of De-
cember, Bert Gammill and Lori Shalett. Gammill 
is a mixed-media artist working in watercolor, 
oils, pastels and pencils, rendering realistic 
things that are close to her – horses, dogs, cats, 
friends and family. The gallery is also pleased 
to welcome its newest member, Mike Shalett, a 
basket-weaver. In addition, the gallery’s 30 mem-
ber artists off er work in many media. 

Mesilla Valley Fine Arts Gallery is located at 
2470-A Calle de Guadalupe. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Sunday. For more 
information, call 522-2933.

ART ON EASELS GALLERY, located inside the 

Community Enterprise Center, features nearly 50 
works by members of the Las Cruces Arts Associ-
ation. December’s LCAA featured artist is Penny 
Duncklee. Duncklee is a longtime member of 
the LCAA and is a well-known watercolorist. A 
versatile artist, she draws on many inspirations 
to create her images, often instilling her sense of 
humor along the way.

The Community Enterprise Center is located at 
125 N. Main St. Art on Easels Gallery is open from 
5 to 7 p.m. during each First Friday Downtown 
Art Ramble, as well as during the Las Cruces 
Farmers & Craft Market on the fi rst and third 
Saturdays of the month. For more information, 
visit www.lascrucesarts.com. 

AMARO WINERY features paintings and 
drawing by Meg Freyermuth and a landscape 
pastel series by Wayne Carl Huber. The show will 
remain on display through Jan. 10, 2016.

Amaro Winery is located at 402 S. Melendres 
St. Hours are 3 to 10 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday, 1 to 10 p.m. Saturday and 1 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday. For more information, call 527-5310.

FIREBIRD RISING FINE ART GALLERY 
presents its grand opening celebration and ex-
hibition “Union of Flames,” a group show of local, 
national and international visual artists featuring 
Paul Neff , Lilith Love, Wes Naman, Chris Bardey, 
Jodie Herrera, Jef Bourgeau, Deret Roberts, 
Cody Jimenez, Michael Ponce, Praxis, David D. 
Sorensen, Stephanie Sweet, Maureen Bachaus 
and Michael C. Gutierrez. “Union of Flames” will 
remain on display through Jan. 3, 2016. 

Firebird Rising Fine Art Gallery is located at 
330 W. Mountain Ave. Regular gallery hours 
are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday through Sunday 
and by appointment. For more information, call 
303-2434.

NEW MEXICO FARM & RANCH HERITAGE 
MUSEUM presents in its north corridor “In a 
Nutshell: Growing Nuts in New Mexico,” an 
exhibit centered on nuts grown here in the Land 
of Enchantment. Few crops are more diverse and 
individually tied culturally and economically to 
the various geographic areas of New Mexico’s 
bountiful nut crops. Each of the state’s top nuts 
– piñon, peanuts, pecans and pistachios – has its 
own story to tell about how and why it is grown 
and harvested. The exhibit covers everything 
from the defi nition of a nut to its health benefi ts. 
In between is a fascinating look at the history, 
research and uses as well as growing and har-
vesting techniques. “In a Nutshell” will remain on 
display through Sept. 25, 2016.

The museum presents in its arts corridor “Lin-
da Hagen: Light Aff ects.” New Mexico always has 
been renowned for the eff ects of its light and its 
attractiveness to artists. Light aff ects the way we 
view this beautiful state, and in this collections 
of paintings by Las Cruces artist Linda Hagen, 
she accepts the challenge of capturing light on 
canvas – on form, distance and color. A love of 
animals, the West and nature inspire Hagen’s 
work. “Light Aff ects” will remain on display 
through April 3, 2016.

The New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage 
Museum is located at 4100 Dripping Springs 
Road. Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday. 
Regular museum admission is $5 adults, $4 senior 
citizens, $3 children ages 4 to 17, $2 active U.S. 
military and veterans and free for children age 3 

and younger. For more information, visit www.
nmfarmandranchmuseum.org or call 522-4100.

DESERT ROOTS ARTISTS’ MARKET AND 
GALLERY features works by local artists and a 
cozy café area. 

Desert Roots Artists’ Market and Gallery is lo-
cated at 1001 S. Solano Drive. Hours are 7:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Monday, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday. For more information, call 
652-7366.

DOÑA ANA COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
CENTER is currently displaying more than 
100 pieces of new, original artwork created by 

students from Las Cruces Public Schools and 
Gadsden Independent School District in the 
center’s fi rst-fl oor corridor. The exhibit includes 
drawings, paintings, photography, etchings 
and more. 

The student art exhibit complements the 
permanent art collection held inside the center, 
featuring 41 original acrylics and oils by Joyce 
T. Macrorie, several historical photographs and 
landscapes, art from students attending J. Paul 
Taylor Academy and Hatch Valley Public Schools 
and more.

The Doña Ana County Government Center is 
located at 845 N. Motel Blvd. Hours are 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday. For more infor-
mation, call 647-7210.

OF LAS CRUCES

“To me, the Club means fun, 
positivity, achievements, and 
friendship. The Club has taught 
me about goals and how to 
achieve them; about how to 
make friends and how to be a 
friend. I don’t know what I would 
do without the Boys & Girls Club 
as a part of my life.” 

- Khalila G., age 12, 
Sierra Middle School 
7th Grader and 
4-year Boys & Girls 
Club Member

Donate Today: 
330 W. Las Cruces Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88005
(575) 526-1519
www.bgclascruces.org

Your donation gives young people 
like Khalila the Gift of a Great Future.
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Baptist

Baha'i Faith

New Thought

Methodist

Presbyterian

Pentecostal

Lutheran

Messianic

Episcopal

WORSHIP 
SERVICES

Call 524-8061
To Be Included

Call 524-8061
To Be Included

Call 524-8061
To Be Included

Jewish

Non Denominational

Anglican

7975 Doña Ana Rd., Las Cruces
www.stmarysathill.com

SUNDAYS
9:00 am – Holy Communion

10:15 am – Coffee & Bible Study 
2nd & 4th SATURDAYS

5:00 pm – Prayer followed by 
Vespers and Fellowship

Services begin January 2.
1st & 3rd SUNDAYS

9:00 AM – Morning Prayer
(Eucharist from reserve Sacrament)
10:15 – Coffee & Vestry Meeting

Father Yossi Sarid - (575) 649-5625
Father John Price - (575) 740-0369

“A traditional Church using 
1928 book of common Prayer”

St. Mary’s at Hill
Anglican Church

The Historic Little Stone Church

The Baha’i Information
& Reading Center

All faiths welcome
Interspiritual Devotional
Sundays 10:30 to 11 a.m.
Adult Spiritual Discussion

11 a.m. to Noon
Book Club

Wednesday, 6 p.m.
Please call for more info.

“All the prophets of God
proclaim the same Faith”

525 E. Lohman
575.522.0467

www.stjameslascruces.org

Biblically 
Orthodox Traditional 

Anglican Worship

102 St. James Avenue • 526-2389
Corner of University & S. Main

Sunday: 
8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday: 10 a.m.

Join us at
134 S. Main St. (Griggs & Main)

Service Sat. 1PM
Bible Study Sat 4PM

Walk a Judaic walk with 
Messiah Yeshua (Jesus).
Everyone is welcome!

866-874-7250
etz-chayim.org

What does it mean to be
Judaic?

4301 Bataan Memorial W. Hwy 70
Las Cruces, NM 88012

575-993-1289

Simply Teaching the Bible Simply

www.calvarychapelthreecrosses.com
Watch Live or Archived teaching videos

http://new.livestream.com/accounts/5421822/cc3c

Calvary Chapel Three Crosses

Find Hope
Find Truth

Service Times
Sun 9 & 11 am
Wed 7:00 pm

CALVARY
CHRISTIAN
CENTER

We are fundamental by belief, 
Pentecostal by experience. If you are 
looking for enthusiastic worship and 

uncompromised preaching of the Word of 
God, we invite you to come worship. 

All are welcome. 

Pastor Mark Jordan 

Worship services 10:30 a.m. 

Sundays at 4211 Elks Drive.

For more information, call 575-640-1822

Southern New Mexico
Church of God

Sabbath Services
Interactive 
Bible Study

Saturdays 1 p.m.
1701 E. Missouri

Hear us Sunday mornings
8 a.m. on 1450 AM KOBE

See us Sunday mornings
10:30 a.m. on Comcast 

Cable Channel 98
We observe all of 

God’s Holy Days and 
accept Jesus Christ 

as our savior.

650-7359
Confidential private counseling

also available.

Morning Star
United Methodist  Church

Where mercy triumphs
over judgement.

Blended Worship - 8:15 a.m.
 Contemporary Worship - 9:45 a.m. 

Traditional Worship - 11:15 a.m.
 

 

Rev. Travis Bennett

521-3770
2941 Morning Star Dr. at Roadrunner Pkwy

Please call for information about our 
Ministries, Sunday Schools and Small Groups 

or visit our web site: www.morningstarumc.org

Rev. Eduardo Rivera, Senior Pastor

www.lascrucesmethodistchurch.com

Traditional Worship 8:15 a.m.

Unplugged Contemporary Worship 9:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship 10:45 a.m.

225 W. Griggs Ave.
Downtown on the corner of

Alameda & Griggs • 526-6689 for information

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Journey Discipleship & Bible Study 
Wednesday 6-7 • All Welcome

Where everyone is welcome.
Donde todos son bienvenidos.

300 N. Campo 
575-524-1230 
575-652-1188
nemadean@outlook.com
P.O. Box 2842
Las Cruces, NM 88004

United Methodist
Church

“Come and see...”
“Venga y vea...”

Rev. Nema Rivers-LeCuyer

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH 

Faith and Fellowship 

Worship:  8:45 am

Sunday School:  9 am

Traditional Worship 

Service: 10:30
 English, Spanish, and Korean congregations

200 E. Boutz Road, Las Cruces

www.fpc.lc

(575) 526-5559Friday Services vary, please check
our website for this week’s time

Shabbat Morning Services
at 10:15 am

WWW.TBELC.ORG

3980 SONOMA SPRINGS AVE.
575-524-3380

Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol
Member of Union for Reform Judaism

TEMPLE BETH-EL

OF LAS CRUCES

OURS IS A DIVERSE AND GROWING
JEWISH COMMUNITY

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA

Sunday Worship
9:00 am

Sunday School
10:30 am

2900 Elks Drive
575.523.4232

www.trinitylutheranlc.org
All are welcome!

ST. ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

Rector: The Rev. Canon 
Scott A. Ruthven

Weekday Services
Tuesday - 9:30 AM - Morning Prayer
Thursday - Noon - Holy Eucharist

non

Sunday Services

8:30 AM - Rite 1
10:30 AM - Rite 2

518 N. Alameda Blvd. 
526-6333

www.SaintAndrewsLC.org

“Digging deep 
wells so others 
may drink.”

www.fb clascruces.com

106 South Miranda
Downtown Las Cruces

524-3691

SUNDAY
Bible Study 9 & 10:45 am
Morning Worship 9 & 10:45 am

WEDNESDAY
Students & Youth 6:00 pm
Adult Connections 6:15 pm

CHILD CARE AVAILABLE

Pastor: Rev. Pam Rowley 

Sunday Worship Services
Traditional — 8:30 a.m. 
Informal  —  11:00 a.m.

Classes for all — 9:45 a.m.

4 blocks north of NMSU
2000 S. Locust  
(575) 522–8220

www.UUMCLasCruces.org

www.riveroflifeupc.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday School at 10am

Sunday Morning Worship
Service at 11am

Wednesday Bible Study at 7pm
1880 N. Solano

Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-405-4269

Catholic - Independent

Disciples of Christ/ 
United Church of Christ

Catholic - Roman

Christian

Holy Family American 
National Catholic Church

A Catholic Community Where All Are Welcome

Mass
Saturday 5:30 pm
Sunday 10:30 am
Morning  Prayer
Tue.-Fri. 9 am 
Evening Prayer

Tue.-Fri. 5:15 pm
Clergy: Frs. Jim Lehman

& Louie Amezaga 
575-644-5025

702 Parker Road • Las Cruces, NM 88005
www.holyfamilyancc.com

Service Times

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIOCESE OF LAS CRUCES

VIEW ALL LISTINGS OF 
CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

ON OUR WEBSITE

WWW.DIOCESEOFLASCRUCES.ORG

Sunday:
Service & Sunday School

10 a.m.
Wednesday:

Testimonies 7 p.m.

325 West Mountain Ave.
Las Cruces, NM

575-523-5063

All are WELCOME!

First
Church of 

Christ, Scientist

Th e NEW
One Way

Life Center
Ministers Ralph & Norma Molina

Engl. Worship Sun. 11 a.m.

Bible Study Wed. 7 p.m.

916 Chaparro
Las Cruces

575-233-2413
Full Gospel • Christ Centered

Everyone Welcome

Disciples of Christ and
United Church of Christ

FIRST
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

An Open and Affirming Church
working in our Community for 
Civil, Human and Religious 

Rights in the name of 
Jesus the Christ.

1809 El Paseo     524-3245

Sunday Worship 10:15 am
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We are awash in information whether 
useful or not.  We share things on social 
media from breakfast to broken hearts.  
Our emotions compete with those of  
others, and they are in any case fleeting.  
One day’s ire is another day’s memory.  
We give in to rants.  We are preoccupied, 
and if  we pay attention to social media 
we find ourselves not entirely sure if  
this is “real life,” perhaps even what 
“real life” is.  How can we sense what is 
important against what is trivia in this 
situation?  Either everything becomes 
important and we are frantic with activ-
ity and thought, or nothing becomes 
important and all is trivial, evanescent 
dust blown by the wind of  the times.

Isn’t it rather that important events in 
our lives are accompanied not by chat-
ter and buzz but by silence, both out-
ward and inner? Truly awesome experi-
ences silence us because they bear such 
mystery to our lives that we cannot find 
words to describe them. We behold 
them; we do not just see them.  A good 

word that: to behold is to gaze on some-
thing in wonder and, by so gazing, to see 
an inner meaning. 

I don’t rail against “commercial 
Christmas.”  It’s not worth the effort.  In 
northern climes especially where the 
festival really took root, people need a 
break from the cold and the barrenness 
around them. “In the bleak midwinter, 
frosty wind made moan,” begins the 
Christmas hymn written by Christina 
Rossetti and set to music by Gustav 
Holst. Other hymns echo the sentiment: 
quiet, silent, and pensive. We need to be 
lifted out of  the seasonally affected de-
pression that hits us. Did you ever notice 
that winter festivals seem to be more 
prevalent the farther north you travel?

It was probably neither so cold nor so 

quiet when Jesus was born. Here we see 
travelers seeking refuge. They were not 
pilgrims so much as people dislocated by 
local events, and they sought out nothing 
more than a place to sleep on a journey.  
They probably traveled virtually unno-
ticed except by a few who would see a 
pregnant girl and wish safe rest for her.  

Lots of  information traveled by differ-
ent channels: word of  mouth, messen-
ger, and village herald.  Much of  it was 
unimportant, just as much of  ours is 
unimportant, noise to fill up the void 
that we find so often uncomfortable. 
Gossip to give us something to yammer 
about.  Genuinely important news steals 
into our lives below words and in the si-
lence.  We miss it if  we are not looking.

We try to wrap words around these 
silent mysteries; that’s one function of  
ritual. We look for ways to contemplate, 
and contemplation always uses poetry 
and myth and symbol and sign. We are 
creatures who make signs to indicate 
what’s important in our world. The 

signs overlap and interplay with one 
another like a light show, and in the 
midst of  the dazzle of  images we may 
catch the inner meaning of  the event.  
We behold it, at last.  

A young woman betrothed to a hus-
band, in the words of  Orthodox hymno-
dy, will deliver a child who will deliver 
her from the throes of  death. He who is 
born in a cave is the creator of  the world.  
He who created the waters enters into the 
water of  baptism. Paradoxes abound to 
lead us to see the truth beyond logic.

 Image and myth and poetry are the 
ways this truth gets to us: Through the 
heart that grasps the inner meaning of  
the images, the deep truth of  myth.

What do you make of  it? What child is 
this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is 
sleeping?

Fr. Gabriel Rochelle is pastor of  St 
Anthony of  the Desert Orthodox Mission, 
Las Cruces.  The parish web site is: www.
stanthonylc.org.

Waiting for heaven to stoop down to Earth
Gabriel 
Rochelle
Tales from
the Cassock

Thousands of  children 
are experiencing the joy of  
Christmas, thanks to the 
Las Cruces community. 
Residents packed empty 
shoeboxes with small items 
like toys, school supplies 
and hygiene items for Oper-
ation Christmas Child, a 
project of  Samaritan’s 
Purse that sends gifts to 
children living in difficult 
situations around the world.

Las Cruces volunteers 
and residents contributed 
to the Southwest New Mexi-
co Operation Christmas 
Child Area Team collection 
of  more than 10,500 shoebox 
gifts for the project this 
year, a record over last 
year’s area collection of  
5,752 gifts.

For those who missed Na-
tional Collection Week, you 
can still get involved. 

Through the Samaritan’s 
Purse website, you can vir-
tually “pack” a shoebox, al-
lowing anyone with a com-
puter or mobile device to 
provide a tangible gift to a 
child a world away.

At samaritanspurse.org/
buildonline, visitors can se-
lect a child’s age and gen-
der, shop through an online 
selection of  culturally rele-
vant gifts, and finish by up-
loading a photo and writing 
a note of  encouragement to 
the child who will receive it. 
After the shoeboxes are 
packed and sent by the Op-
eration Christmas Child 
team, participants can dis-
cover where in the world 
their gifts will be delivered. 
It is a convenient yet mean-
ingful way to join in a proj-
ect that brings hope to chil-
dren in need.

The virtual-packing tool 
also offers participants the 
option to challenge friends 
to participate or the oppor-
tunity to share the gift of  
giving through a shoebox 
gift card.

Operation Christmas 
Child is a project of  Samar-
itan’s Purse, an internation-
al Christian relief  and evan-
gelism organization. Since 
1993, Operation Christmas 
Child has delivered gift-
filled shoeboxes to more 
than 124 million children in 
more than 150 countries 
and territories. In 2015, Op-
eration Christmas Child 
hopes to deliver gifts to an-
other 11 million children.

For more information on 
how to participate in Opera-
tion Christmas Child, call 
(303) 745-9179 or visit samar-
itanspurse.org/occ.

Las Cruces residents sent 
joy to 10,500 children in 
need across the world

With the turn of the New Year, Religion Listings invites all 

of our contributors to look over your calendar entries and 

make any changes. It would be helpful if you updated 

your items and removed events or activities that are no 

longer happening. Please email your events and activities 

to one of the following email addresses: editor@lascruces-
bulletin.com or susie@lascrucesbulletin.com. You also may 

drop off press releases at the Bulletin offices at 840 N. 

Telshor Ave., Suite E. Please include the day, date, time, 

location, contact information and a brief description of 

your event or activity. Thank you.

THE BULLETIN NEEDS YOUR 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
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By Susie Ouderkirk
Las Cruces Bulletin

Walking into Ashley 
Furniture Homestore in 
Las Cruces can be a pleas-
antly overwhelming visu-
al experience. Inside the 
front doors is an elegant 
acre of  colorful furnish-
ings, in dozens of  luxuri-
ous tableaux, depicting 
every room of  a well-ap-
pointed home. Fresh-
ly-made beds entice visi-
tors to “come hither.” 
Couches and lush reclin-
ers beckon coyly to weary 
shoppers. A glass foun-
tain bubbles with charm 
over the Ashley logo. And 
Spike, a yellow pitbull-lab-
rador mix greets guests 
with a handsome smile. 
Wait. What?

There’s a dog sitting 
next to that couch in Ash-
ley Furniture Homestore. 
And cuddled comfortably 
on a suede settee is a tor-
toiseshell cat, sleepily 
eyeing customers. On 
each animal’s neck is a 
string collar with a tag of  
introduction. OK then.

After the initial surprise, 
it becomes clear that these 
are not live animals, but 
well-made photographic 
cutouts. Each cutout de-

picts a real, live animal 
currently residing at Safe 
Haven Animal Sanctuary 
(SHAHS) and waiting for a 
forever home.

The clever idea was one 
of  those “lightbulb” mo-
ments for Safe Haven Ani-
mal Sanctuary’s Volun-
teer Coordinator Tricia 
Quillen. She’d seen the 
tactic used in furniture 
stores in another state, 
and felt it was a valuable 
way to put orphan ani-
mals in touch with 
well-suited adopters. 

“We can’t always take 
our adoptable animals to 

places where people who 
would be good adopters 
go,” Quillen said.

But what to do next? 
And how to pay for the 
project, which necessi-
tates somewhat pricey 
printing? Quillen ap-
proached Wanda Bow-
man, the owner of  Ashley 
Furniture Homestore, 
and pitched the idea. Bow-
man, an animal supporter 
and owner of  two rescued 
Chihuahua mixes, imme-
diately said yes.

Along with Better Life 
Natural Pet Foods, Ashley 
Furniture Home Store 
sponsors the unconven-
tional idea in an effort to 
let shoppers see how 

much cozier their homes 
would be with a dog or 
cat. Insta-Copy on the 
Downtown Mall does the 
printing of  the lifelike im-
ages, which are placed 
strategically around the 
show room. They look 
surprisingly realistic; vis-
itors may find themselves 
doing a double take when 
they spot an adorable dog 
or cat out of  the corner of  
their eye. The clever cam-
paign adds a touch of  
whimsy to the otherwise 
opulent furniture store; it 
becomes a game to search 
out and find all the ani-
mals dispersed through-
out.

The ultimate goal, of  

course, is to match up an-
imal lovers with dogs or 
cats in need of  a loving 
home. If  a shopper should 
fall in love with one of  the 
cutouts, the animal can be 
adopted from Safe Haven 
through the normal chan-
nels. As an added bonus, 
the cutout can be pur-
chased from SHAHS for a 
nominal fee by the new 
owners. If  the actual dog 
or cat has recently been 
adopted, the SHAHS staff  
are more than happy to 
facilitate a love connec-
tion with a similar ani-
mal. 

Safe Haven Animal 
Sanctuary can be reached 
at 805-5338 or 527-4544.

PHOTOS BY SUSIE OUDERKIRK / LAS CRUCES BULLETIN
Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary’s Spike demonstrates how 
your living room would look with him in it.

Safe Haven Animal 
Sanctuary taps into 
clever adoption tactic
Business owner Wanda Bowman 
keeps giving in a unique way

Sam greets visitors to Ashley Furniture Homestore. Adoptable dogs and cats are brought 
to life with colorful cutouts throughout the store. 

This cuddly cat is waiting 
for a forever home at Safe 
Haven Animal Sanctuary. 

His life-sized cutout adorns 
a couch at Ashley Furniture 

Homestore.

2310 N. Temple • 526-2880
www.SpringCrestNM.com

®
Since 
1976
SSinnccee 
119979766®®®

The view is even be� er 
with custom draperies.

• All window coverings • Repairs
• Drapery Cleaning • Custom Bedding 

We’ve got your windows covered. 
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PHOTOS BY MIKE COOK / LAS CRUCES BULLETIN
Maryann Castagno, center, receives a certificate from the Gadsden Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution on 
Dec. 18 for the patriotic manner in which she flies the American flag outside her home in Encantada Park in Las Cruces. 
The chapter presents the award annually to someone who flies the flag with pride and in accordance with the flag code, 
said chapter member and retired United States Navy Captain Walt Baker, right. Baker joined Chapter President Bob 
Northrup in presenting the award. At left is Castagno’s son, Naval Reserve Commander Master Chief Jim Bungard.

Today, Rep. Paul Pacheco pre-filed legislation to help 
keep violent criminals off New Mexico streets and re-
duce the number of violent crimes in the state. The bill 
would require judges to order offenders who commit vio-
lent crimes to a minimum sentence.

“The public is calling upon New Mexico’s lawmakers 
and elected officials to address the violent criminals tar-
geting the citizens and law enforcement officers of New 
Mexico,” Pacheco said. “Our primary duty as public ser-
vants is to ensure the safety of our communities. We all 
must work together to make certain that adequate penal-
ties are imposed to keep violent criminals off  our 
streets.”

Under this legislation, judges would be prohibited from 
suspending or deferring more than 15 percent of a crim-
inal’s sentence if the individual is convicted of serious 

violent offenses. Crimes that would trigger a mandatory 
minimum sentence include voluntary manslaughter, 
first degree kidnapping, assault or aggravated battery on 
a peace officer, and drive-by shooting. 

“This bill is part of a larger strategy to reduce violent 
crime rates in our state. These are serious crimes, and 
those who commit them are dangerous people,” said Pa-
checo. “They should not be able to walk out of jail after 
serving just half a sentence.”

Pacheco is a retired police officer with more than 27 
years of law enforcement experience. 

Las Cruces resident receives award 
for American flag presentation

Rep. Pacheco pre-files legislation to protect New Mexico families
Bill will require mandatory 
minimum sentences for 
certain violent crimes

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

its archives and our annual 
publications in e-edition at

Check out the 
entire Bulletin, read the entire Bulletin
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...at your fi ngertips 
in print and

ONLINE!

575.649.8193 • 575.382.5824 
www.merazpainting.com

Call for FREE Estimates

10-year 10-year Guarantee
Guarantee

MERAZ PAINTING INC.
ELASTOMERIC STUCCO COATING
ELASTOMERIC ROOF COATING

SPECIAL STAIN & EPOXY CONCRETE COATING

5% off
when you
mention
this ad!

Voted #1 Voted #1 
in Las Crucesin Las Cruces

I n i t i a l  S e r v i c eI n i t i a l  S e r v i c e

$$59.9959.99+tax+tax

Interior/Exterior TreatmentInterior/Exterior Treatment
Program Pricing from $39Program Pricing from $399999+tax+tax

575•635•7237
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On Dec. 14, The Boys & Girls 
Club of  Las Cruces (BGCLC) un-
veiled its new Imagination Play-
ground™, during the annual 
Family Holiday Celebration. The 
innovative play equipment was 
provided by Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of  New Mexico and na-
tional non-profit KaBOOM!

Imagination Playground in a 
Cart™ features a collection of  
oversized blue foam parts that 
allows children to build and re-
build play structures with their 
imaginations. It helps develop 
healthy bodies, resilient and cre-
ative minds and social and emo-
tional well-being. Architect 
David Rockwell designed Imagi-
nation Playground to encourage 
child-directed, unstructured free 
play. 

This is the fourth Imagination 
Playground since 2013 Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of  New Mexico 
has donated in conjunction with 

KaBOOM! Through this partner-
ship, more kids will have the 
play-filled childhood they de-
serve. BCBSNM supports Ka-
BOOM! in making sure that all 
kids get the balanced and active 
play they need to thrive.

The Boys & Girls Club of  Las 
Cruces has been providing ser-
vices to youth in Las Cruces since 
1963. The Club provides daily 
programs that emphasize char-
acter and leadership develop-
ment, education and career en-
hancement, health and life skills, 
the arts, sports, fitness and recre-
ation. Serving youth ages 6-18, 
the Club provides a safe environ-
ment for youth to learn and grow; 
ongoing relationships with car-
ing, adult professionals; life-en-
hancing programs and character 
development experiences; and 
hope and opportunity.

Add in The Boys and Girls Club 
can be reached at 526-1519.

Public school 
winter 
holiday in 
full swing

The Las Cruces Public 
School winter holiday for 
students began Dec. 19 
and runs through Sun-
day, Jan. 10, 2016, said 
LCPS Chief  Communica-
tions Officer Jo Galvan. 
Students in all grades will 
return to classes on Mon-
day, Jan. 11. 

Teachers return on 
Thursday, Jan. 7, for pro-
fessional development 
workshops and to prepare 
for the second semester. 
The LCPS Administra-
tion Building, 505 S. Main 
Street, will be closed Dec. 
19 through Jan. 3. The 
administrative offices 
will re-open on Monday, 
Jan. 4.

MIKE COOK / LAS CRUCES BULLETIN
Students from Alameda Elementary School climb onto the bus after their last day of the 2015 school year on their way home to enjoy the holiday. Par-
ents beware! 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of New Mexico 
provides new equipment to Boys & Girls Club

Kids from the Boys & Girls 
Club of Las Cruces explore 
and enjoy the new foam 
play equipment donated by 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of New Mexico and the 
non-profit KaBOOM!  

PHOTO PROVIDED



PUBLIC AUCTION

The City of Las Cruces (City) uses an online auction service 
to dispose of obsolete, unusable, or surplus equipment, 
furnishings, vehicles and supplies.

The public is invited to view and bid on items by accessing 
PublicSurplus.com through a link on the City’s webpage 
las-cruces.org. All sales are final.

For more information, please contact the City of Las Cruces 
Property Transfer & Disposal Coordinator at 575-541-2683, 
575-541-2590 or auction@las-cruces.org

Dates 1/3 - 12/26, 2014Dates 1/2-12/25/15

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

NO. PB-2015-00098

IN THE MATTER OF
MARY L. MCFARLAND,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
has been appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Mary L. McFarland. All

NOTICE OF VEHICLE
SEIZURE

TO REGISTERED OWN-
ERS, SPRINGFIELD FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES,TI-
TLE MAX OF TX, NCP
FINANCE, NM TITLE
AND LOANS, LOAN
MAX TITLE LOANS, SE-
CURED PARTIES AND
A L L  U N K N O W N
CLAIMANTS:

You are hereby notified
that the Doña Ana Sheriff's
Office has seized the follow-
ing vehicles and intends to
proceed with forfeiture of
each vehicle to the County
of Doña Ana pursuant to
DAC Ordinance #232-07
pertaining to the seizure and
forfeiture of vehicles related
to DWI Offenses: The below
listed vehicles and all its
contents will be auctioned to
the highest bidder at our
upcoming auction set for the
Month of APRIL 2016, the
event location, 2821-B LAS
VEGAS COURT, LAS
CRUCES, NM .

VIN #
DESCRIPTION
REGISTERED OWNER

2FTEF14N6MCA63294
1991 RED FORD PK
BARBARA TELLEZ

1FTEF15Y3TLA21310
1996 RED FORD PK
MAURO LIMON-
HERNANDEZ

CKY144Z145728
1974 GRAY
CHEVROLET PK
HEBREO MACIAS

NOTICE is hereby given
that on October 28, 2015,
Robert E. and Tomi Ann La
Pierre, 3421 N. Dona Ana
Rd, Las Cruces, NM
88007-7326 filed application
numbered LRG-6753-POD4,
OSE File No. LRG-l6055-1,
with the State Engineer for
Permit to Change an Exist-
ing Water Right within the
Lower Rio Grande Under-
ground Water Basin in Doña
Ana County by discontinu-
ing the use of well
LRG-15058-POD1 located
at X = 1,470,744 Y =
492,469 ft. NMSP, Central
Zone, NAD83, on land
owned by Michelle R. Duran
and using replacement well
LRG-6753-POD4 located at
approximately X =
1,470,857.48 Y = 493,065.2
on land owned by the
applicants for the continued
diversion of an amount of
water determined by the
May 24, 1999 Order of the
Third Judical District Court,
Doña Ana County, State of
NM, combined with surface
water from the EBID for
irrigation of 1.71 acres of
land owned by the applicants
located within Pt. of the SW
1⁄4NW1⁄4 of projected Sec 36,
T22S, R0lE, NMPM, as
described by Subfile No.:
LRN-28-008-0309-A (A) of
the Lower Rio Grande
Hydrographic Survey. Re-
p l a c e m e n t  w e l l
LRG-6753-POD4 will be
located north of Las Cruces,
NM at the physical address
of 235 San Ysidro Rd.
E x i s t i n g  w e l l
LRG-15058-POD1 will be
retained for other rights.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

No. PB 2015-106
Judge Driggers

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
DONALD C. HENSLEY,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that BEATRICE
CHISMAR has been ap-
pointed Personal Represen-
tative of this estate. All
persons having claims
against said estate are re-
quired to present their claims
within two (2) months after
the date of the first publica-
tion of this Notice or the
claims will be forever bar-
red. Claims must be presen-
ted either to the undersigned
counsel for Personal Repre-
sentative or filed with the
Clerk of the Third Judicial
District Court, 201 W.
Picacho, Las Cruces, New

NOTICE is hereby given
that on December 3, 2015
George Gonzalez, 140 Aries,
Las Cruces, NM 88005 filed
application numbered
LRG-11863-POD2 with the
State Engineer for Permit to
Change Existing Water
Right by Changing the Point
of Diversion within the
Lower Rio Grande Under-
ground Basin in Doña Ana
County by discontinuing the
u s e  o f  w e l l
LRG-11863-POD1 and drill-
i n g  n e w  w e l l
LRG-11863-POD2 at ap-
proximately
X=1,459,838.02ft and
Y=468,680.7ft NMSP,
NAD83 in the SW1⁄4SW1⁄4,
Section 22, T23S, R01E,
NMPM to a depth of 120
feet with a 4-inch casing for
the diversion of groundwa-
ter, combined with surface
water from Elephant Butte
Irrigation District in an
amount to be determined by
the May 24, 1999 Order of
the Third Judicial Court for
the irrigation of up to 2.33
acres located in part of the
SW1⁄4 of said section 22 all
on land owned by George
Gonzalez. The proposed
well is generally described
as being southeast of the
intersection of Scorpio and
Aries Roads near North
Fairacres road & Inter-
state-10 at the physical
location off' 140 Aries. The
site for proposed well is
described as being north of
Las Cruces, south west of
the intersection of Doña Ana
and Hope Rd at the end of
Hope Rd.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (legible, signed and
include the writer's complete
name and mailing address).
The objection to the appro-
val of the application: (1) if
impairment, you must spe-
cifically identify your water
rights; and/or (2) if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show you will be substan-
tially effected. The written
protest must be filed, in
triplicate, with the State
Engineer, 1680 Hickory

NOTICE is hereby given
that on December 16, 2015,
David Salopek Farms, LLC,
1985 Salopek Road, Las
Cruces, NM 88005, filed
application numbered
LRG-16067 POD3 with the
State Engineer for Permit to
Change an Existing Water
Right within the Lower Rio
Grande Underground Water
Basin in Doña Ana County
by discontinuing the use of
well LRG-16067 POD 1
( a l s o  k n o w n  a s
LRS02-0126), located with-
in the NW1⁄4 NW1⁄4 NW1⁄4 of
projected Section 16, Town-
ship 24 South, Range 2 East,
NMPM, and more specifi-
cally described where Lati-
tude and Longitude intersect
at 32° 13' 41.39"N, 106° 44'
57.78"W (WGS84), on land
owned by the applicant, and
drilling a replacement well
to a depth of 500 feet for
67/8 — inch casing, to be
located within the NW1⁄4 NW
1⁄4NW1⁄4 of said projected
Section 16, and more specif-
ically described where Lati-
tude and Longitude intersect
at 32° 13' 40.99"N, 106° 44'
58.06"W (WGS84) for the
continued combined diver-
sion of 3.0 acre-feet per
annum from said replace-
ment well and existing well
LRG-16067 POD2 (also
known as LRS02-0127),
located within the NW1⁄4 NW
1⁄4NW1⁄4 of said projected
Section 16, and more specif-
ically described where Lati-
tude and Longitude intersect
at 32° 13' 41.12"N, 106° 44'
57.99"W (WGS84) for do-
mestic multiple household
purposes, as described by
S u b f i l e  N o . :
LRS-28-002-0090 Right B
of the Lower Rio Grande
Hydrographic Survey. The
replacement well is to be
located south of Las Cruces,
NM and may be found at the
physical address of 715
Addington Road. Well
LRG-16067 POD1 will be
properly plugged. The appli-
cant has requested emergen-
cy authorization to drill the
proposed well under NMSA,
1978, Section 72-12-22.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (objection must be
legible, signed, and include
the writer's complete name,
phone number and mailing

NOTICE is hereby given
that on August 5, 2015,
Royal Jones, 4263 Escondi-
do Lane, Las Cruces, NM
88005, filed application
numbered
LRG-16062-POD1, OSE
File Nos.: LRG-16061-1 and
LRG-16062-1, with the State
Engineer for Permit to
Change an Existing Water
Right within the Lower Rio
Grande Underground Water
Basin in Doña Ana County
by drilling proposed well
LRG-16062-POD1 to a
depth of 160 feet with a
6-inch casing, in a location
within the NE1⁄4 of projected
Section 21, Township 23S,
Range 01E (NMPM) and
more specifically located at
o r  n e a r  w h e r e
X=1,457,953.64 ft., Y =
471,928 ft. NMSP, Central
Zone NAD83 on land owned
by the applicant, and discon-
tinue the use of existing well
LRG-09028, located on land
owned by Robbie C. Kuy-
kendall located within the
NE1⁄4 of projected Section
21, Township 23S, Range
01E (NMPM) and more
specifically located where X
= 1,458,654 ft., Y =
473,059.6 ft. NMSP, Central
NAD83 for the continued
diversion of an amount of
shallow groundwater re-
served for future determina-
tion by the May 24, 1999
Order of the Third Judicial
District Court, Doña Ana
County, State of New Mexi-
co, combined with surface
water from the Elephant
Butte Irrigation District, for
the irrigation of 5.37 acres of
land, owned by the appli-
cant, located within the NE1⁄4
of projected Section 21,
Township 23S, Range 0lE
(NMPM) as described in
S u b f i l e  N o s . :
LRN-28-012-0028 and
LRN-28-012-8001 of the
Lower Rio Grande Basin
Hydrographic Survey. The
site of proposed well
LRG-16062-POD1 will be
located west of Las Cruces,
NM and may be found
approximately 368 feet
southeast of the intersection
of Wagon Wheel Trail and
N Fairacres Rd, Las Cruces,
NM.  Exis t ing  wel l
LRG-09028 will be retained
for other rights.

Any person, firm or corpora-
tion or other entity having
standing to file objections or
protests shall do so in
writing (objection must be
legible, signed, and include
the writer's complete name,
phone number and mailing
address). The objection to
the approval of the applica-
tion must be based on: (1)
Impairment; if impairment,
you must specifically identi-
fy your water rights; and/or
(2) Public Welfare/Conser-
vation of Water; if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show how you will be
substantially and specifically
affected. The written protest
must be filed, in triplicate,

address). The objection to
the approval of the applica-
tion must be based on: (1)
Impairment; if impairment,
you must specifically identi-
fy your water rights; and/or
(2) Public Welfare/Conser-
vation of Water; if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show how you will be
substantially and specifically
affected. The written protest
must be filed, in triplicate,
with the State Engineer,
1680 Hickory Loop, Suite J,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
within ten (10) days after the
date of the last publication
of this Notice. Facsimiles
(faxes) will be accepted as a
valid protest as long as the
hard copy is hand-delivered
or mailed and postmarked
within 24-hours of the
facsimile. Mailing postmark
will be used to validate the
24-hour period. Protests can
be faxed to the Office of the
S t a t e  E n g i n e e r ,
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 72 NMSA
1978.

Dates: 12/25, 2015
01/01, 01/08, 2016

Loop, Suite J, Las Cruces,
New Mexico 88005 within
ten (10) days after the date
of the last publication of this
Notice. Facsimiles (faxes)
will be accepted as a valid
protest as long as the hard
copy is sent within 24-hours
of the facsimile. Mailing
postmark will be used to
validate the 24-hour period.
Protests can be faxed to
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with Sections
72-2-16, 72-5-6 and 72-12-3
of NMSA, 1978.

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 01/01,
2015

with the State Engineer,
1680 Hickory Loop, Suite J,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
within ten (10) days after the
date of the last publication
of this Notice. Facsimiles
(faxes) will be accepted as a
valid protest as long as the
hard copy is hand-delivered
or mailed and postmarked
within 24-hours of the
facsimile. Mailing postmark
will be used to validate the
24-hour period. Protests can
be faxed to the Office of the
S t a t e  E n g i n e e r ,
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 72 NMSA
1978.

Dates: 12/25, 2015
01/01, 01/08, 2016

writing (objection must be
legible, signed, and include
the writer's complete name,
phone number and mailing
address). The objection to
the approval of the applica-
tion must be based on: (1)
Impairment; if impairment,
you must specifically identi-
fy your water rights; and/or
(2) Public Welfare/Conser-
vation of Water; if public
welfare or conservation of
water within the state of
New Mexico, you must
show how you will be
substantially and specifically
affected. The written protest
must be filed, in triplicate,
with the State Engineer,
1680 Hickory Loop, Suite J,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
within ten (10) days after the
date of the last publication
of this Notice. Facsimiles
(faxes) will be accepted as a
valid protest as long as the
hard copy is hand-delivered
or mailed and postmarked
within 24-hours of the
facsimile. Mailing postmark
will be used to validate the
24-hour period. Protests can
be faxed to the Office of the
S t a t e  E n g i n e e r ,
575-524-6160. If no valid
protest or objection is filed,
the State Engineer will
evaluate the application in
accordance with the provi-
sions of Chapter 72 NMSA
1978.

Dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,
2015

1G6CD53BXP4305958
1993 WHITE CADILLAC
4-DOOR
MALCOM MOORE

1G2NF52E24C251752
2004 RED PONTIAC
4-DOOR
MARIA SALINAS

1FAFP53U0XA284127
1999 RED FORD PK
MIGUEL JUAREZ

2G4WS52J321277042
2002 WHITE BUICK
4-DOOR
BARBARA TELLEZ-
RAMIREZ

1GNDU06E6TT118508
1996 MAROON
CHEVROLET VAN
MARIA HIDALGO

1G2NF52E83M511502
2003 GOLD PONTIAC
4-DOOR
JENNIFER MADDOX

1G2NF52E64M590931
2004 WHITE PONTIAC
4-DOOR
NICOLAS ASSURIUM

2G1FP22G3W2110665
1998 BLUE CHEVROLET
2-DOOR
CHRISTOPHER SMITH

1GCCS19531K116844
2001 BLUE CHEVROLET
PK
DENETTE HAMILTON

KM8JM12B36U301906
2006 WHITE HYUNDAI
SUV
GRACIELA CORTEZ

1FTCR14A2SPA67575
1995 BLUE FORD PK
ISAURA CASTILLO

4A3AA46G22E054576
2002 SILVER
MITSUBISHI 4-DOOR
ISABEL VILLA

1G4CW69B9G1434744
1986 BEIGE BUICK
4-DOOR
ELDA DOMINGUEZ

1W80HAK501478
1980 GREY
CHEVROLET 2-DOOR
MARTHA ALVAREZ

1GCCS1946R8208014
1994 GREEN
CHEVROLET PK
CECILIA ANGEL

1G3HN52K9W4825715
1998 WHITE
OLDSMOBILE 4 DOOR
ROSANNA PEREZ

If you do not demand
judicial review within 35
calendar days from the date
of the seizure, by filing a
claim for the described
vehicle with the Doña Ana
County Sheriff's Office or
filing a suit in court, you
lose the right to a judicial
determination of this forfei-
ture, and you lose any right
you may have to the
described vehicle and its
contents.

Dates: 12/25, 2015
01/01, 2016

Legal Notice
STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

NO. CV 2015-24410
Mary W. Rosner

IN THE MATTER OF
THE PETITION OF
Susan Lee Quiñones,
FOR CHANGE
OF NAME

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THAT Susan Lee
Quiñones, a resident of the
City of Las Cruces, County
of Doña Ana, State of New
Mexico and over the age of
fourteen years, has filed a
Petition to Change Name in
the Third Judicial District
Court, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico, wherein she
seeks to change her name
from Susan Lee Quiñones
to Susie Lee Cooper, and
that this Petition will be
heard before the Honorable
Mary W. Rosner, District
Judge, on the 4th day of
February 2016. at the hour
of 9:00 a.m., at the 3rd
Judicial District Courthouse,
201 W. Picacho Ave., Las
Cruces, News Mexico.

(Seal)

Respectfully submitted,
/s/Susan Lee Quiñones
Susan Lee Quiñones
5142 Northwind Rd
Las Cruces, NM 88007
(575) 636-7271

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

persons having claims
against the Estate are re-
quired to present their claims
within two (2) months after
the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice, or the
claims will be forever bar-
red. Claims must be presen-
ted to the undersigned
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address listed
below, or filed with the
District Court of Doña Ana
County, New Mexico, loca-
ted at 201 West Picacho
Ave., Las Cruces, New
Mexico 88005.
Dated this 19th day of
October 2015.

/S/Deborah E. Figueroa
DEBORAH E. FIGUEROA

Submitted by:
HENNIGHAUSEN &
OLSEN, L.L.P.
/s/ Robert J. McCrea

Robert J. McCrea
Attorney for the
Personal Representative
P.O. Box 1415
Roswell, NM 88202-1415
(575) 624-2463 - telephone
(575) 624-2878 - facsimile

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015
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STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2014-02241

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., Plaintiff,

v.

JUAN FLORES, INDI-
VIDUALLY AND AS
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF THE ES-

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

NO. D-307-CV-2015-00307

BEAL BANK AS SUC-
CESSOR BY MERGER
TO CHARTER BANK,
PLAINTIFF,

v.

HENRY ROMERO JR
AKA HENRY ROMERO,
RACHEL P. ROMERO
AKA RACHEL RO-
MERO, AMERICAN
GENERAL FINANCIAL
SERVICES, INC., A DEL-
AWARE CORPORA-
TION, AND THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF
RACHEL P. ROMERO
AKA RACHEL RO-
MERO, Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the undersigned
Special Master will on
January 12, 2016 at 11:00
am, outside the front en-
trance of the Third Judicial
District Court, 201 West
Picacho Avenue, Las Cru-

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2015-00863

WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA, Plaintiff,

v.

CLINT DELONG, A
MARRIED MAN AS HIS
SOLE AND SEPARATE
PROPERTY; ALAN D.
VASEY AND SHELLY J.
VASEY, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; OCCUPANTS OF
THE PROPERTY,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 112 Lytton Circle,
Las Cruces, NM 88001, and
more particularly described
as follows:

LOT 2, BLOCK 3, LOS
NOGALES, IN THE CITY
OF LAS CRUCES, DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2014-01924

WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA, Plaintiff,

v.

Robin R Tillett and John
Doe Tillett, wife and hus-
band; ABC Corporations
I-X, XYZ Partnerships
I-X, John Does I-X and
Jane Does I-X, THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AND
DEVISEES OF ANY OF
THE ABOVE, IF DE-
CEASED; Occupants of
the Property, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 611 DYNE AVE,
LAS CRUCES, NM 88005,
and more particularly descri-
bed as follows:

A TRACT OF LAND SIT-
UATE IN CITY OF LAS
CRUCES, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
BEING LOT 4, AND PART
OF LOT 3, BLOCK L,
COUNTRY CLUB ES-
TATES REPLAT NO. 1,
FILED FEBRUARY 10,

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2013-00698

DEUTSCHE BANK NA-
TIONAL TRUST COM-
PANY, AS TRUSTEE
FOR RBSGC MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRUST
2007-A, Plaintiff,

v.

JEFFREY S. DAVIS, HEI-
DI LEANNE SEELBACH,
T H E  U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF JEFFREY S.
DAVIS, IF ANY AND
T H E  U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF HEIDI
LEANNE SEELBACH, IF
ANY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 4955 Galina
Drive, Las Cruces, NM
88012, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT 18, BLOCK 18, LAS
COLINAS PLANNED
UNIT DEVELOPEMENT
PHASE V-B, AMENDED,
IN THE CITY OF LAS
CRUCES, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AS SHOWN AND DESIG-
NATED ON THE PLAT
THEREOF, FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
CLERK OF SAID COUN-
TY ON MARCH 2, 1994,
IN BOOK 18 PAGE(S)
27-30 OF PLAT RE-
CORDS.

The sale is to begin at 11:00
AM on January 12, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company, as Trustee
for R BSGC Mortgage Loan

THE PLAT THEREOF,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON
MARCH 21, 1980, IN
BOOK 13 PAGE(S) 30-31
OF PLAT RECORDS.

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA. WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA was awarded a
Judgment on August 20,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 288,591.20, with interest
at the rate of 4.25 % per
annum fro m July 27, 2015
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $5,746.13.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, NA, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-654282-JUD
IDSPub #0097529

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

Mexico 88005.

MELISSA J. REEVES, P.C.

/s/Melissa J. Reeves-Evins
Melissa J. Reeves-Evins
200 W. Las Cruces Ave.,
Ste. A
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-522-5009
522-5031 FAX
Attorney for
Personal Representative

Dates: 12/25, 2015
01/01/2016

Trust 2007-A . Deutsche
Bank National Trust Compa-
ny, as Trustee for RBSGC
Mortgage Loan Trust
2007-A was awarded a
Judgment on August 14,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 171,552.28, with interest
at the rate of 7.125 % per
annum from March 7, 2014
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $22,637.85 .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as
Trustee for RBSGC Mort-
gage Loan Trust 2007-A, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Margaret Lake,
Special Master
Pro Legal Services, LLC
201 Eubank NE, Suite A3
Albuquerque, NM 87123
(505)715-3711
1 NM-14-637945-JUD
IDSPub #0097526

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-629926-JUD
IDSPub #0097528

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

Case No.
D-307-DM 2015-01372
Judge: James T. Martin

Michael J. Madrid,
Petitioner,

v.

Chi Porter Madrid,
Respondent.

NOTICE OF SUIT

Take notice that a lawsuit
has been filed against you.

The subject of this lawsuit
is: Divorce

If you do not file a response
or responsive pleading with
the above-titled Court within
30 days after the third
publication of this Notice the
Court may enter a default
judgment against you.

Michael J. Madrid
1244 Lewis St.
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-993-4416

WITNESS the Honorable
James T. Martin, District
Judge of the Third Judicial
District court of the State of
New Mexico and the seal of
the District Court of Doña
Ana County, this 10th day of
December, 2015.

CLERK OF THE
DISTRICT COURT
BY: Mary E. Apodaca
DEPUTY

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015
01/01, 2016

sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due. Plaintiff and its
attorneys disclaim all re-
sponsibility for, and the
purchaser at the sale takes
the property subject to, the
valuation of the property by
the County Assessor as real
or personal property, affix-
ture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above-described real
property subject to rights of
redemption.

Margaret Lake
Special Master
Pro Legal Services, LLC
201 Eubank Blvd. NE,
Suite A3
Albuquerque,
NM 87123
(505)715-3711

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 01/01,
01/08, 2015

TATE OF JOHN S.
FLORES, DECEASED;
JANE DOE FLORES, the
unknown spouse of Juan
Flores; JANE DOE
FLORES, the unknown
spouse of John S. Flores;
ABC CORPORATIONS
I-X, XYZ PARTNER-
SHIPS I-X, JOHN DOES
I-X AND JANE DOES I-X,
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS
AND DEVISEES OF ANY
OF THE ABOVE, IF
DECEASED; OCCU-
PANTS OF THE PROP-
ERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 1655 Country
Club Cir, Las Cruces, NM
88001, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 17 IN
BLOCK NUMBERED A
OF COUNTRY CLUB
PARK SUBDIVISION
NUMBER ONE (RE-
VISED), LAS CRUCES,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO, AS THE
SAME IS SHOWN AND
DESIGNATED ON THE
PLAT OF SAID COUN-
TRY CLUB PARK SUBDI-
VISION NUMBER ONE
(REVISED), FILED IN
THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK OF
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO ON APRIL
7, 1959 IN PLAT BOOK 8,
FOLIO 44.

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las Cru
ces, County of Doña Ana,
State of New Mexico, at
which time I will sell to the
highest and best bidder for
cash in lawful currency of
the United States of Ameri-
ca, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A . WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A. was awarded a
Judgment on September 22,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 94,943.53, with interest at
the rate of 4.25 % per annum
fro m July 21, 2015 through
the date of the sale. Said
interest is in the amount of
$1,956.75 .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A., its
attorneys, and the under-

ces, NM 88005, sell and
convey to the highest bidder
for cash all the right, title,
and interest of the above-
named defendants in and to
the following described real
estate located in said County
and State:

Lot 7, Block A of COL-
LEGE HILL ANNEX, loca-
ted in the City of Las
Cruces, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico as shown on
the plat thereof filed for
record in the office of the
County Clerk of said County
on October 22, 1952 and
recorded in Book 7 at Page
30, Plat Records.

The address of the real
property is 1307 Branson
Ave, Las Cruces, NM
88001. Plaintiff does not
represent or warrant that the
stated street address is the
street address of the descri-
bed property; if the street
address does not match the
legal description, then the
property being sold herein is
the property more particular-
ly described above, not the
property located at the street
address; any prospective
purchaser at the sale is given
notice that it should verify
the location and address of
the property being sold. Said
sale will be made pursuant
to the judgment entered on
June 8, 2015 in the above
entitled and numbered cause,
which was a suit to foreclose
a mortgage held by the
above Plaintiff and wherein
Plaintiff was adjudged to
have a lien against the
above-described real estate
in the sum of $55,250.72
plus interest from May 1,
2015 to the date of sale at
the rate of 4.625% per
annum, the costs of sale,
including the Special Mas-
ter's fee, publication costs,
and Plaintiff's costs expen-
ded for taxes, insurance, and
keeping the property in good
repair. Plaintiff has the right
to bid at such sale and
submit its bid verbally or in
writing. The Plaintiff may
apply all or any part of its
judgment to the purchase
price in lieu of cash.

At the date and time stated
above, the Special Master
may postpone the sale to
such later date and time as
the Special Master may
specify.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that this sale may
be subject to a bankruptcy
filing, a pay off, a reinstate-
ment or any other condition
that would cause the cancel-
lation of this sale. Further, if
any of these conditions exist,
at the time of sale, this sale
will be null and void, the
successful bidder's funds
shall be returned, and the
Special Master and the
mortgagee giving this notice
shall not be liable to the
successful bidder for any
damages.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
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STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2015-00630

BANK OF AMERICA,
N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

LUIS F. MENDEZ, and if
married, THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF
LUIS F. MENDEZ (true
name unknown); ELIZA-
BETH MALDONADO,
and if married, THE
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
ELIZABETH MALDO-
NADO (true name un-
known); SECRETARY OF
HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT; and
TAXATION AND REVE-
NUE DEPARTMENT OF
THE STATE OF NEW
MEXICO, Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that on January 6,
2016, at the hour of 10:00
a.m., the undersigned Spe-
cial Master will, at the
entrance of the Doña Ana
County Judicial Complex,
201 W. Picacho Avenue, Las
Cruces , New Mexico, sell
all the right, title and interest
of the above-named Defend-
ants in and to the hereinafter
described real estate to the
highest bidder for cash. The
property to be sold is located
at 210 Franco Road, Antho-
ny or Vado, and is situate in
Doña Ana County, New
Mexico, and is particularly
described as follows:

A tract of land situate

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
DOÑA ANA COUNTY
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

No. D-307-PB-2015-00086

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
EDNA MAE DORSEY,
DECEASED.

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that ALISIA
MARIE DORSEY, a/k/a
ALISIA DORSEY DAR-
NOLD has been appointed
personal representative of
this. estate. All persons
having claims-against this
estate are required to present
their claims within two
months after the date of the
first publication of this
Notice or the claims will be
forever barred. Claims must
be presented either to the
personal representative in
care of Alan D. Gluth, 2455
E. Missouri, Suite A, Las
Cruces, New Mexico 88001,
or filed with the Third
Judicial District Court, Doña
Ana County, New Mexico,
201 W. Picacho Ave., Las
Cruces, New, Mexico
88005.

DATED: December 9, 2015.

ALISIA MARIE DORSEY,
a/k/a ALISIA DORSEY
DARNOLD
P.O. Box 933
Mesilla Park,
New Mexico 88047

Prepared by:
ALAN D. GLUTH

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2014-00441

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., Plaintiff,

v.

PAUL M. MONTOYA
AKA PAUL MARTIN
MONTOYA AND THE
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
PAUL M. MONTOYA
AKA PAUL MARTIN
MONTOYA, IF ANY, De-
fendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 635 S Weinrich
Road, Las Cruces, NM
88007, and more particularly
described as follows:

A TRACT OF LAND SIT-
UATE WEST OF THE
CITY OF LAS CRUCES,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO, AS THE
N1/2 SW1/4 NW1/4 SE1/4
OF SECTION 20. T.23S.,
R.1E., N.M.P.M. OF THE
U.S.G.L.O. SURVEYS,
AND BEING MORE PAR-
TICULARLY DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS, TO WIT:
BEGINNING AT A SHIN-
ER FOUND ON THE
CENTERLINE OF WEIN-
RICH ROAD FOR THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THIS TRACT BEING
IDENTICAL TO THE
NORTHEAST CORNER
OF THE N1/2 SW 1/4
NW1/4 SE1/4 OF SECTION
20, T.23S., R.1E., N.M.P.M.
OF THE U.S.G.L.O. SUR-
VEYS:

THENCE FROM THE
POINT OF BEGINNING
AND ALONG THE CEN-
TERLINE OF WEINRICH

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

No. D-307-CV-2015-00043

BOKF, N.A., A NATION-
AL BANKING ASSOCIA-
TION DBA BANK OF
OKLAHOMA AS SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST
BY MERGER TO BANK
O F  O K L A H O M A ,
N.A.,Plaintiff

vs.

JESSE W. FORAND,
NEW MEXICO MORT-
GAGE FINANCE AU-
THORITY, SECRETARY
OF HOUSING AND UR-
BAN DEVELOPMENT,
Defendants,

SECOND NOTICE
OF SALE ON
FORECLOSURE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 1804 Beverly
Place, Las Cruces, New
Mexico 88001, and more
particularly described as fol-
lows:

A TRACT OF LAND SIT-
UATE IN THE CITY OF
LAS CRUCES, DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, BEING PART
OF LOT 11, BLOCK 12,
UNIT NO. 5 LOMA
HEIGHTS SOUTH, FILED
FEBRUARY 12, 1968, IN
BOOK 10, PAGES 22-23,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY RE-
CORDS AND BEING
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS, TO WIT:

BEGINNING AT A NAIL
SET ON THE EAST LINE
OF BEVERLY PLACE
FOR THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF THE TRACT
HEREIN DESCRIBED, BE-
ING IDENTICAL TO THE
NORTHWEST CORNER
OF LOT 11, BLOCK 12,

1964, IN PLAT BOOK 9,
PAGE 14, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY RECORDS AND
BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS, TO WIT: BE-
GINNING AT A PAINTED
CROSS FOUND ON THE
NORTH LINE OF DYNE
AVENUE FOR THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF THE TRACT HEREIN
DESCRIBED BEING
IDENTICAL TO THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF LOT 4, BLOCK L,
COUNTRY CLUB ES-
TATES REPLAT NO. 1,
FILED FEBRUARY 10,
1964, IN PLAT BOOK 9,
PAGE 14, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY RECORDS;

THENCE FROM THE
POINT OF BEGINNING
AND LEAVING THE
NORTH LINE OF DYNE
AVENUE, N.30° 02'00"W.,
110.00 FEET TO A CROSS
SET FOR THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF THIS
TRACT BEING IDENTI-
CAL TO THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF SAID
LOT 4, BLOCK L AND A
POINT ON THE NORTH
LINE OF A 5 FOOT WIDE
UTILITY EASEMENT;

THENCE ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID 5
FOOT WIDE UTILITY
E A S E M E N T ,  N . 5 9 °
58'00"E., 107.00 FEET TO
A PAINT MARK FOUND
FOR THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF THIS
TRACT;

THENCE LEAVING THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID 5
FOOT WIDE UTILITY
E A S E M E N T ,  S . 2 6 °
23'30"E., 110.22 FEET TO
A 1/2" IRON ROD FOUND
ON THE NORTH LINE OF
DYNE AVENUE FOR THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THIS TRACT;

THENCE ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF DYNE
AVENUE, S.59° 58'00"W.,
100.00 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING,
CONTAINING 0.2614
ACRE OF LAND, .

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
NA . WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA was awarded a
Judgment on May 18, 2015,
in the total amount of $
166,895.24, with interest at
the rate of 5.5 % per annum
from April 28, 2015 through
the date of the sale. Said
interest is in the amount of
$6,653.78.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS

southeast of Vado, Doña
Ana County, New Mexico in
the NE1/4 of Section 32,
T.25S., R.3E., N.M.P.M. of
the U.S.R.S. Surveys as part
of U.S.R.S. Tract 23- 22A2
and being more particularly
described as follows, to wit:

BEGINNING at an iron rod
set on the south line of Doña
Ana County Road B-016
also known as Franco Road
for the northeast corner of
this tract, whence the section
corner common to Sections
28, 29, 32 and 33, T.25S.,
R.3E., N.M.P.M. of the
U.S.R.S. Survey bears S.89
deg 57'30"E., a distance of
609.19 feet;

THENCE from the place of
beginning and leaving Doña
Ana County Road B-016 S.
0 deg 10'00'W., 176.09 feet
to an iron rod set at the
southeast corner of this tract;

THENCE N. 89 deg 57'30"
W., 200.53 feet to a point at
an iron rod set in the center
of a 30 foot wide road and
utility easement for the
southwest corner of this
tract;

THENCE along the center
of the road and utility
easement N. 0 deg 10'00"E.,
176.09 feet to the south line
of Doña Ana County Road
B-016 for the northwest
corner of this tract;

THENCE along the county
road S. 89 deg 57'30"E.,
200.53 feet to the place of
beginning, containing
0.8106 acres of land more or
less of which 0.0606 acres is
contained within a 15 foot
wide road and utility ease-
ment parallel and immedi-
ately adjacent to the westerly
boundary, leaving a net area
of 0.7500 acres of land more
or less, including, but not
limited to, the manufactured
home permanently attached
thereto, a 1998 Palm Harbor,
VIN# PH0223579XU, title
to which has been deactiva-
ted in the records of the
Motor Vehicle Department
of the State of New Mexico.

THE FOREGOING SALE
will be made to satisfy a
judgment rendered by the
above Court in the above
entitled and numbered cause
on November 16, 2015,
being an action to foreclose
a mortgage on the above
described property. The
Plaintiff's Judgment, which
includes interest and costs, is
$107,553.61 and the same
bears interest at 3.875% per
annum from November 17,
2015, to the date of sale. The
Plaintiff and/or its assignees
has the right to bid at such
sale and submit its bid
verbally or in writing. The
Plaintiff may apply all or
any part of its judgment to
the purchase price in lieu of
cash. The sale may be
postponed and rescheduled
at the discretion of the
Special Master.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due. Plaintiff and its

ROAD, S.00°05`31"W.,
181.55 FEET TO A SHIN-
ER SET ON CENTERLINE
OF SAID ROAD FOR THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THIS TRACT;

THENCE LEAVING SAID
ROAD, S.89°58`30"W.,
253.00 FEET TO AN IRON
ROD SET FOR THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF THIS TRACT;

THENCE N.00°05`31``E.,
181.55 FEET TO THE
NORTH LINE OF A 33
FOOT WIDE ROAD AND
UTILITY EASEMENT
FOR THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF THIS
TRACT;

THENCE ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF A 33
FOOT WIDE ROAD AND
UTILILY EASEMENT.
N.89°58`30"E.., 253.00
FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, CONTAIN-
ING 1.054 ACRE OF
LAND, MORE OR LESS.
SUBJECT TO A 33 FOOT
WIDE ROAD AND UTILI-
TY EASEMENT BEING
PARALLEL AND ADJA-
CENT TO THE NORTH
AND EAST BOUNDARY
LINES. ALSO SUBJECT
TO ANY OTHER EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRIC-
TIONS OF RECORD.

The sale is to begin at
11:45am on January 14,
2016, at the main entrance of
the Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A. was awarded a
Default Judgment on July 6,
2015 in the total amount of $
96,755.70 with interest at the
rate of 5.875 % per annum
from November 7, 2014
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $6,743.41. If the sale is
set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be
entitled only to return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
shall have no further re-
course against the Mortga-
gor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee's attorney.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A., its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the

UNIT NO. 5 LOMA
HEIGHTS SOUTH, FILED
FEBRUARY 12, 1968, IN
BOOK 10, PAGES 22- 23,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY RE-
CORDS;

THENCE FROM THE
POINT OF BEGINNING
AND LEAVING THE
EAST LINE OF BEVERLY
PLACE, N. 66°07'00" E.,
116.00 FEET TO A NAIL
SET FOR THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF THIS
TRACT, BEING IDENTI-
CAL TO THE NORTH-
EAST CORNER OF SAID
LOT 11, BLOCK 12;

THENCE S. 32°00'00" E.,
27.62 FEET TO A CROSS
SET FOR AN ANGLE
POINT OF THIS TRACT;

THENCE S.05°36'05"E.,
67.48 FEET TO A CROSS
SET FOR THE SOUTH-
EAST CORNER OF THIS
TRACT;

THENCE S. 67°14'11" W.,
107.19 FEET TO A CROSS
SET ON THE EAST LINE
OF BEVERLY PLACE
FOR THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF THIS
TRACT;

THENCE AROUND THE
ARC OF A CURVE TO
THE LEFT, HAVING A
RADIUS OF 474.71 FEET,
AN ARC LENGTH OF
89.85 FEET, THROUGH A
CENTRAL ANGLE OF
10°50'42" AND WHOSE
LONG CHORD BEARS N.
18°29'15" W., 89.72 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING, CONTAINING
0.241 ACRE OF LAND,
MORE OR LESS. SUB-
JECT A 5' UTILITY EASE-
MENT WEST OF AND
PARALLEL TO THE EAST
BOUNDARY LINE. ALSO
SUBJECT TO ANY OTH-
ER EASEMENTS AND
RESTRICTIONS OF RE-
CORD.

INFORMATION IN THE
PREPARATION OF THIS
DESCRIPTION DERIVES
F R O M  W A R R A N T Y
DEED FILED IN DEED
BOOK 217, PAGE 16,
DOÑA ANA COUNTY RE-
CORDS. FIELD NOTES
BY MOY SURVEYING
INC., LICENSE # 5939

The sale is to begin at 11:45
a.m. on January 22, 2016,
outside the front entrance of
the Doña Ana County Court-
house, 201 W. Picacho, #A,
Las Cruces, New Mexico, at
which time I will sell to the
highest and best bidder for
cash in lawful currency of
the United States of Ameri-
ca, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
BOKF, N.A..

BOKF, N.A. was awarded in
rem Judgment on August 6,
2015, in the principal sum of
$106,880.67, plus interest
due on the Note through
April 1, 2015, in the amount
of $4,987.78, and accruing
thereafter at the rate of
4.00% per annum ($11.71
per diem) until paid, plus
late charges of $160.98, plus
escrow advances for proper-
ty taxes in the amount of
$857.58, plus hazard insur-
ance in the amount of
$666.95, plus FHA/HUD
premiums in the amount of
$482.08 plus property pres-

FARGO BANK, NA, its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process
Network P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-635503-JUD
IDSPub #0097540

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

attorneys disclaim all re-
sponsibility for, and the
purchaser at the sale takes
the property subject to, the
valuation of the property by
the County Assessor as real
or personal property, affix-
ture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one
month right of redemption.

Electronically filed
/s/ Pamela A. Carmody
Pamela A. Carmody,
Special Master
PO Drawer 16169
Las Cruces,
NM 88004-6169
(575) 642-5567

Dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,
01/01, 2015

property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque,
NM 87181 505-417-4113
1 NM-14-635498-JUD
IDSPub #0097129

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

ervation of $465.00, plus
differed loan modification in
the amount of $6,879.04,
plus reasonable attorney's
fees incurred by Plaintiff
through July 15, 2015, in the
amount of $1,500.00 and
costs through July 15, 2015,
in the amount of $1,271.43,
with interest on the aforesaid
amounts at the rate of 4.00%
per annum from date of the
entry of this Judgment until
paid.

The sale is subject to rights
and easements of record, to
unpaid property taxes and
assessments, and to the one
(1) month right of redemp-
tion in favor of the Defend-
ants as specified in the
Judgment filed herein.

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT THE SALE
ARE ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF TITLE AND THE
CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

/s/ Faisal Sukhyani
Faisal Sukhyani
Special Master
c/o 5120 San Francisco
Road NE
Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87109
(505) 858-3303

Dates: 12/25, 2015
01/01, 01/08, 01/15, 2016
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THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2013-02644

WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA BY AND
THROUGH THE SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND THE UN-
KNOWN SPOUSE OF

Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

James Carrillo
1782 Augustus
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 46 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
Satisfy our lien in the
amount of $430.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

The contents of the unit
consists of:
HVAC Materials, roofing
materials, tools, tables, dog
house.

Date of Auction:
January 19, 2016 at 10 a.m.
Place:

3Bedroom/2bath near
NASA/WSMR. $650 per
month/$500 Deposit. 2
acres of Land, HUD wel-
come, Animals welcome.
Gorgeous view of Moun-
tains. Call 575-680-0132.

Mobile Home
Rentals

Mountain Music
2330 S. Valley Drive

523-0603
NEW & USED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

New mini size electric bass $399 value.............. $280
Recording King RD-06 acoustic .......................... $399
Savanna ¾ size acoustic .................................... $134
Kona 5-string electric bass ................................. $369
Used 5-string bluegrass banjo ........................... $250
Crate 16-watt Palamino tube amp ..................... $300
New full size violin, case, bow........................... $200
Marshall MG100 amp & 4 x 12 cabinet ............. $300
Shure 5M57 mic mint ........................................ $  60
Sennheiser 835 vocal mic .................................. $  65
Ohanna concert uke ........................................... $139
Vintage Alvarez 6-string bass ........................... $517

CHECK US OUT ON 
CRAIG’S LIST & FACEBOOK

El Toro says, “Shop at

 BIG DADDY’S
Flea Market”

Open Saturday & Sunday
5580 Bataan Memorial East

Hwy. 70 East of Las Cruces  575-382-9404

Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Danny Oxford
Dona Ana County Deten-
tion Center
1850 Copper Loop, Inmate
#694681
L a s  C r u c e s ,  N M
88005-8139

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 544 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
Satisfy our lien in the
amount of $835.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

The contents of the unit
consists of:
Power tools, tools, Tubs,
Lights, Tire, Clothes, Misc.

Date of Auction:
January 19, 2016 at 10 a.m.
Place:
Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr.,
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2 - Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575)525-2927

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

Commercial Retail or
Office 901 S. Main 2000
sq. ft. Lots of Parking,
$1,250.00 per mo.
Agent 523-7637.

Commercial
Warehouses

Available For Lease
On

West Hadley
600-2000 sq. ft.
Garage Doors,

Heat/AC
& Restrooms.

Call 575-526-8116
for more information.

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No.: D-307-CV-2015-00938

MATRIX FINANCIAL
SERVICES CORPORA-
TION , Plaintiff,

vs.

RALPH A. MONTANO
AND JANE DOE MON-
TANO, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; ELSIE MONTA-
NO, IF LIVING; IF DE-
CEASED, THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF EL-
SIE MONTANO, DE-
CEASED; MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS,
I N C . ;  C R E V E C O R
MORTGAGE, INC.; OC-
CUPANTS OF THE
PROPERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

STATE OF NEW MEXI-
CO to Defendants, The
Unknown Heirs of Elsie
Montano, deceased:

You are hereby notified that
the above-named Plaintiff
MATRIX FINANCIAL
SERVICES CORPORA-
TION has filed a civil action
against you in the above-
entitled Court and cause, the
general object thereof being
to foreclose a mortgage on
real property located at 1753
Palo Verde Ave, Las Cruces,
NM 88001. The real proper-
ty which is the subject
matter of this action is
legally described as follows:

LOT NUMBERED 12 IN
BLOCK NUMBERED O
OF COUNTRY CLUB
PARK NUMBER 6, LAS
CRUCES, NEW MEXICO,
AS THE SAME IS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT OF SAID
COUNTRY CLUB PARK
NUMBER 6, FILED IN
THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY CLERK OF DO-
NA ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO ON OCTOBER
10, 1966 IN PLAT BOOK
10, FOLIO 1.

Unless you serve a pleading
or motion in response to the
Complaint in said cause on
or before thirty (30) days
after the last publication
date, judgment by default
will be entered against you.

McCARTHY &
HOLTHUS, LLP

By:/s/Catherine Sanchez
Jeannette M. Whittaker
Catherine Sanchez

STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
DOÑA ANA
COUNTY
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT

Cause No:
D-307-CV-2015-01838

JOSEPH A. SARTHORY
Plaintiff,

v.

JEFFREY D. SCOTT,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF PENDENCY
OF ACTION

TO DEFENDANT:
JEFFREY D. SCOTT

You are hereby notified that
Joseph A. Sarthory, the
above-named Plaintiff, has
filed a civil action against
you in the above entitled
court and cause alleging
Breach of Contact and Debt
and Money Due. The Plain-
tiff is represented by an
attorney and his name is:

Watson Smith, LLC
Matthew G. Watson, Esq.
1100 S. Main St., Ste. 21
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Tel. (575) 528-0500

The cause of action does not
involve real property.

You are further notified that
unless you enter an answer
in said cause within thirty
days after the last publica-
tion of this notice, a
judgment by default will be
entered against you.

Respectfully submitted,
WATSON SMITH, L.L.C.
/s/ Matthew G. Watson
Matthew G. Watson
Attorney for Plaintiff
1100 S. Main St., Ste. 21
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Tel. (575) 528-0500
Fax (575) 526-9094

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 01/01,
2015

THE STATE OF
NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF
DOÑA ANA
THIRD JUDICIAL
DISTRICT

No. D-307-CV-2015-00873

BOKF, N.A., A NATION-
AL BANKING ASSOCIA-
TION D/B/A BANK OF
OKLAHOMA, AS SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST
BY MERGER TO BANK
OF ALBUQUERQUE,
N.A., Plaintiff,

vs.

DANDY IVEY AND
JOHN DOE IVEY, WIFE
AND HUSBAND; OCCU-
PANTS OF THE PROP-
ERTY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 1122 Gardner
Ave, Las Cruces, NM
88001, and more particularly
described as follows:

LOT 28, BLOCK C, COL-
LEGE HILL SUBDIVI-
SION, IN THE CITY OF
LAS CRUCES, DOÑA
ANA COUNTY, NEW
MEXICO, AS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT THEREOF,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
SAID COUNTY ON APRIL
12, 1950, IN BOOK 7
PAGE(S) 7 OF PLAT
RECORDS .

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
at the main entrance of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
BOKF, N.A., A NATION-
AL BANKING ASSOCIA-
TION D/B/A BANK OF
OKLAHOMA, AS SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST
BY MERGER TO BANK
OF ALBUQUERQUE, N.A.
. BOKF, N.A., A NATION-
AL BANKING ASSOCIA-
TION D/B/A BANK OF
OKLAHOMA, AS SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST
BY MERGER TO BANK
OF ALBUQUERQUE, N.A.
was awarded a Judgment on
September 25, 2015, in the
total amount of $
116,156.75, with interest at
the rate of 6.00% per annum
from August 1, 2015
through the date of the sale.
Said interest is in the amount
of $3,169.65 .

Stull Storage Units 2
960 South Triviz Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Cornelio Carrillo Jr.
2470 E. Idaho Apt. C
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Notice is hereby given that
all the contents of your
storage unit(s) 320 at Stull
Storage Units #2, will be
SOLD AT AUCTION to
Satisfy our lien in the
amount of $630.00, which
includes legal costs and fees.

The contents of the unit
consists of:
Dresser, Stereo,
2 wheel chairs, misc.

Date of Auction:
January 19, 2016 at 10 a.m.
Place:
Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr.,
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2 - Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575)525-2927

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

Commercial
Properties
For Lease

•530-C N. Telshor
6 Exams Rooms,

3 Restrooms,
Lab room.
2894 sq. ft.

•1135 N. Solano
2311 sq. ft.

•1700 N. Main
4068 sq. ft.

Call (575)526-8116
for more information.

ISABEL P. HERNANDEZ,
IF ANY, Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLO-
SURE SALE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the above-entitled
Court, having appointed me
or my designee as Special
Master in this matter with
the power to sell, has
ordered me to sell the real
property (the "Property")
situated in Doña Ana Coun-
ty, New Mexico, commonly
known as 1140 E Poplar,
Las Cruces, NM 88001, and
more particularly described
as follows: LOT NUM-
BERED 3 IN BLOCK
NUMBERED F OF WASH-
INGTON HEIGHTS, LAS
CRUCES, DOÑA ANA
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AS THE SAME IS SHOWN
AND DESIGNATED ON
THE PLAT OF SAID
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS,
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
THE COUNTY CLERK OF
DOÑA ANA COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO ON JULY
25, 1957 IN PLAT BOOK 7,
FOLIO 57.

The sale is to begin at 11:45
AM on January 14, 2016,
on the front steps of the
Third Judicial District
Courthouse, City of Las
Cruces, County of Doña
Ana, State of New Mexico,
at which time I will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash in lawful currency
of the United States of
America, the Property to pay
expenses of sale, and to
satisfy the Judgment granted
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A. . WELLS FARGO
BANK, N.A. was awarded a
Judgment on September 22,
2015, in the total amount of
$ 131,287.99, with interest
at the rate of $6.11 per diem
from April 6, 2015 through
the date of the sale. Said
interest is in the amount of
$1,729.13 .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . WELLS
FARGO BANK, N.A., its
attorneys, and the under-
signed Special Master, dis-
claim all responsibility for,
and the purchaser at the sale
takes the property "as is," in
its present condition, subject
to the valuation of the
property by the County
Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of any
mobile or manufactured
home to the land, deactiva-
tion of title to a mobile or
manufactured home on the
property, if any, environ-
mental contamination on the
property, if any, and zoning
violations concerning the
property, if any .

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-

New Mexico Bar #14980
Gluth Law, LLC
2455 East Missouri,
Suite A
Las Cruces,
New Mexico 88001
Telephone: (575) 556-8449
Facsimile: (575) 556-8446

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

Stull Storage Units,
960 S. Triviz Dr.,
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Stull Storage #2 - Agent
Laura Stull Kaczmarek,
Manager
(575)525-2927

Dates: 12/18, 12/25, 2015

TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-14-624816-JUD
IDSPub #0097527

12/18/2015 12/25/2015
1/1/2016 1/8/2016

6501 Eagle Rock NE,
Suite A-3
Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87113
Telephone No.:
(855) 809-3977
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Dates: 12/11, 12/18, 12/25,
2015

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real proper-
ty and improvements con-
cerned with herein will be
sold subject to any and all
patent reservations, ease-
ments, all recorded and
unrecorded liens not fore-
closed herein, and all recor-
ded and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes that
may be due . BOKF, N.A.,
A NATIONAL BANKING
ASSOCIATION D/B/A
BANK OF OKLAHOMA,
AS SUCCESSOR IN IN-
TEREST BY MERGER TO
BANK OF ALBUQUER-
QUE, N.A., its attorneys,
and the undersigned Special
Master, disclaim all respon-
sibility for, and the purchas-
er at the sale takes the
property "as is," in its
present condition, subject to
the valuation of the property
by the County Assessor as
real or personal property,
affixture of any mobile or
manufactured home to the
land, deactivation of title to
a mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if any,
environmental contamina-
tion on the property, if any,
and zoning violations con-
cerning the property, if any.

NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at
such sale shall take title to
the above described real
property subject to a one (1)
month right of redemption .

PROSPECTIVE PUR-
CHASERS AT SALE ARE
ADVISED TO MAKE
THEIR OWN EXAMINA-
TION OF THE TITLE AND
THE CONDITION OF THE
PROPERTY AND TO
CONSULT THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY BEFORE
BIDDING.

By: Robert A. Doyle,
Special Master
c/o Legal Process Network
P.O. Box 51526
Albuquerque, NM 87181
505-417-4113
1 NM-15-666028-JUD
IDSPub #0096682

12/11/2015 12/18/2015
12/25/2015 1/1/2016

AVAILABLE NOW IN
TERRACE HILL-
DOUBLEWIDE-
$740MO./$740Dep.,
SINGLEWIDES
$620-$725 DEPOSIT IS
SAME AMOUNT AS RENT.
NO PETS, NO SMOKING,
CR. CHECK. PHONE
575-382-9000

AVAILABLE NOW IN
VISTA REAL MHC-
2BD/2BA,
$610MO./$610DEP.;
3BD/2BA, SINGLE WIDE,
$725MO./$725DEP. THIS
HOME HAS HEATED EN-
CLOSED PORCH, CAR-
PORT; DBL. WIDE 3/2,
$730MO./$730DEP., THIS
HOME HAS REFRIGER-
ATED AIR; $20.00 CREDIT
CK., WATER/TRASH PD.,
NO PETS, NO SMOKING,
TWO VEHICLE PARKING
O N L Y .  P H O N E
575-382-9000

SPACES AVAILABLE IN
T E R R A C E  H I L L
M H C - 1 6 X 7 6  B O X .
PHONE 575-382-9000

Commercial Rentals
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The Burrell College of  Osteopathic Medicine at 
New Mexico State University (BCOM), a new Osteo-
pathic Medicine School scheduled to open in August 
2016, won a gold award for its electronic newsletter 
series by the Higher Education Marketing Report, the 
most widely read publication for education market-
ers. 

Twenty higher education institutions received 
awards ranging from Award of  Merit, to Bronze, Sil-
ver and Gold. BCOM was honored to receive a gold 

award alongside an established institution in the Uni-
versity of  Oklahoma.

“This is a huge honor for a brand new medical 
school,” said John L. Hummer, President of  BCOM. 
“We know the marketing we are doing is working, 
because we have a waiting list for our inaugural class. 
It is the quality of  BCOM’s team members, accepted 
students and the reality of  our mission which is re-
flected in our communications.  Receiving this honor 
from the leading educational marketing organization, 

only validates we are on the right track.”
The newsletter series was created by The Lawlor 

Group, one of  the country’s leading educational insti-
tution marketing firms. Assisting them in providing 
content was BCOM’s Assistant Dean for Multi-Cul-
tural Affairs Justin McHorse. The newsletter is being 
sent to 3,000 people, with an open rate of  60 percent, 
which far exceeds the national average of  15 to 20 
percent. For more information on the award, go to 
http://educationdigitalmarketingawards.com/about/.

Memorial Medical Center celebrated 
the ribbon cutting and grand opening of  
their new ACE (Acute Care for the El-
derly) Unit on Thursday, Dec. 17. 

An ACE Unit is a specialized hospital 
unit that addresses the special needs of  
elderly, frail patients and those with de-
mentia or severe disabilities. The Unit 
and staff  are fully trained and equipped 
to provide all services that are provided 
on general medicine units of  the hospi-
tal, and more.  

In addition to this basic level of  ser-
vice, there are several specialized ser-
vices aimed at the elderly patient popu-
lation. The nursing and ancillary staff  
on the ACE Unit are in tune with the 
needs of  this frail population and are 
aware of  the higher level of  morbidity 
and social issues they may have. 

“Our community is home to a large 
population of  retirees,” said John Har-
ris, Memorial CEO.  “We recognize the 
need to serve an aging population.  They 
have unique needs and challenges when 
they become hospitalized.  With the spe-
cial care we provide in our ACE Unit, we 
have a better opportunity to send these 
patients home without any deterioration 
to their overall condition. We are very 
proud to offer this unique and 
much-needed level of  care to these spe-
cial patients.” 

Elderly patients with a variety of  
health challenges can deteriorate during 
hospitalization. In addition to delivering 
expert geriatric acute medical care, the 
staff  of  the ACE Unit focuses on several 
additional core health components such 

as maximizing functional status, identi-
fying cognitive impairment and affec-
tive disorders, and identifying and ad-
dressing social issues. The ACE Unit 
begins discharge planning on the day 
of  admission. 

The new 18-bed ACE Unit is located on 
the fifth floor in the Memorial tower. It is 
a secure unit; meaning entry and exit 
are controlled. Patients who are able are 
encouraged to eat and socialize in a spe-
cial dining area in the Unit. Patients can 
be referred by their physician or through 
a nursing home.

Dr. Roberto Duran III, who has a pri-
vate practice in internal and geriatric 
medicine in Las Cruces, is the Medical 
Director for the ACE Unit.  Each ACE 
Unit patient has a full team of  caregiv-
ers which include a physician team, 
nurses, ancillary care staff, a social 
worker and physical therapist, with 
plans to include an occupational thera-
pist. To ensure the patient’s psycholog-
ical well-being and to accentuate cop-
ing skills with illness, recreational 
therapy and pastoral care are available 
for consultation.

Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine wins gold award

COURTESY PHOTO
Amanda Noriega, RN, ACE Unit clinical manager and Dr. Roberto Duran, III hold the scissors and share cutting duties as John Harris, Me-
morial Medical Center CEO, shows off the certificate. They are joined by Chamber of Commerce Conquistadors at the new Acute Care for 
the Elderly (ACE) Unit ribbon cutting on the fifth floor of Memorial Medical Center.

Memorial Medical Center opens 1st ACE Unit in the region 
Unit provides 
specialized acute 
care for the elderly

‘We recognize the need\

to serve an aging 

population. They have 

unique needs and 

challenges when they 

become hospitalized.’

JOHN HARRIS

Memorial Medical Center CEO
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The Alzheimer’s Association, New Mexico Chapter 
is delighted to share the news delivered by their par-
ent organization, that a $350 million increase for Alz-
heimer’s disease research funding in the FY2016 
budget, was signed into law on Friday by President 
Barack Obama.

“This a truly historic development for our cause, 
and news of  this increase in research funding gives us 
a much-needed ray of  hope for the future,” said Gary 

L.J. Girón, Executive Director, Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, New Mexico Chapter.  

 Currently, 36,000 New Mexicans suffer from Alz-
heimer’s disease, and are being supported by 106,000 
unpaid family caregivers.  “We applaud our national 
organization for their achievement in helping to 
make this landmark legislation a reality,” Girón 
added.

A report from the Alzheimer’s Association, based 

on an economic model created by an independent re-
search firm, projects that Medicare spending on peo-
ple with Alzheimer’s disease will more than quadru-
ple in just over a generation to $589 billion annually 
in 2050. This analysis showed that a treatment delay-
ing the onset of  Alzheimer’s by just five years would 
save Medicare $345 billion in the first 10 years alone. 

 Alzheimer’s disease is the only cause of  death 
among the nation’s top 10 that cannot be prevented.

According to AAA, 
nearly 99 million Ameri-
cans are traveling this hol-
iday season, and about 20 
percent of  people suffer 
some type of  illness or in-
jury while on vacation, 
with the most common 
ailments including food 
poisoning, car crashes or 
skiing accidents. Here are 
some important tips to 
help make sure they have 
their health, safety and 
wallet covered while away.

• Know Before You Go: 
Before traveling out of  
your home state or inter-
nationally, take time to re-
view your health plan and 
understand what it cov-
ers. People traveling do-
mestically should check if  
their health plan offers a 
national or local network 
of  hospitals and health 
care providers, and con-
firm what level of  cover-
age is available at out-of-
network facilities. 

• Find Care Anywhere: 
Many health plans now 
offer telemedicine and 
free mobile apps to sup-
port their customers’ 
health needs. The 
Health4Me app, available 
to anyone free of  charge 
on iPhone or Android de-
vices, enables users to 
identify nearby health 
care providers, hospitals, 
pharmacies and urgent 

care facilities, as well as to 
compare quality and cost 
information for common 
medical services.  

• Protection Abroad: 
People can help alleviate 
financial and quality of  
care anxiety with interna-
tional medical coverage. 
Global insurance compa-
nies can also provide for-
eign language translation, 
know where to direct you 
for treatment, and can 
work with local health 
care providers to coordi-
nate and monitor care. 
Also, most domestic in-
surance won’t cover pre-
scriptions abroad, so for 
long vacations ask your 
care provider for enough 
medication to cover the 
duration of  the trip (as 
well as check that specific 
medications are legal in 
the countries on the travel 
itinerary). 

• Get Your Credit: Even 

with international cover-
age, carry an extra credit 
card with a large limit to 
use for medical expenses. 
Foreign hospitals will typ-
ically want upfront pay-
ment, rather than billing 
the health plan. Get clear 
and complete copies of  all 
bills and discharge notes 
for reimbursement from 
your health plan.  

• Be A Savvy Senior: 
Original Medicare in near-
ly all cases applies to the 
United States only and 
does not extend overseas 
or even across the border 
(other than in cases in the 
Northern U.S. where the 
nearest hospital is in Can-
ada). Some Medicare Ad-
vantage and Medicare 
supplement plans offer 
worldwide emergency 
coverage for foreign trav-
el, although some have re-
strictions and a lifetime 
limit.  

New Mexico Chapter of Alzheimer’s Association 
receives $350M increase in funding for 2016

Know these tips before getting 
sick or injured while traveling

FROM METRO

Many people are avid readers, feel-
ing that a good book remains the 
most entertaining form of  escapism. 
But reading provides more than just 
an opportunity to leave the daily 
grind behind. 

• Reading can improve brain func-
tion. A recent study from research-
ers at Emory University discovered 
that reading a novel can improve 
brain function in various ways. 
During the study, researchers found 
that reading fiction improves con-
nectivity in the brain. In addition, 
reading fiction improved readers’ 
ability to put themselves in other 
peoples’ shoes, which might help 
them relate better to people in both 
the present and future.

• Reading can benefit long-term 
brain health. While readers en-
grossed in a great book might only 
be worried about what’s coming on 
the next page, the benefits to reading 
are much more long-term than the 
next chapter. Researchers at the 
Rush University Medical Center in 
Chicago found that reading is one of  
a handful of  mentally stimulating 
activities that can benefit brain 
health in old age. In their Rush Mem-
ory and Aging Project, researchers 
examined nearly 300 elderly men and 
women, giving them tests of  memory 
and thinking throughout the final 
years of  their lives. When partici-
pants, who were surveyed as to how 
often they engaged in mentally stim-
ulating activities such as reading, 
passed away, their brains were ex-

amined for signs of  Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia. Researchers dis-
covered that the participants who 
engaged in mentally challenging ac-
tivities most often had slower rates 
of  memory decline. In addition, even 
those who had symptoms of  brain 
damage that are commonly associat-
ed with Alzheimer’s and dementia 
seemed to benefit from the stimula-
tion that mentally challenging activ-
ities produced.

• Reading can help reduce stress. 
Another big benefit of  reading is its 
relationship to stress. According to a 
2009 study from researchers at the 
University of  Sussex in England, 
reading can reduce stress by up to 68 
percent. In addition, reading might 
help relieve that stress even faster 
than other forms of  stress relief  be-
cause it allows for a more immediate 
escape from the stress of  daily life.

• Reading can help you get a more 
restful night’s sleep. According to 
the National Sleep Foundation, en-
gaging in a calming activity for an 
hour before going to bed can help 
your body wind down and ready it-
self  for sleep. Some people may 
struggle to fall asleep after reading 
on an electronic device, such as a 
tablet or e-reader, as the light that 
emanates from such devices may be 
activating the brain. If  need be, stick 
to reading traditional print books 
and magazines before going to bed.

Reading is not only a favorite activ-
ity for many people, but it’s also 
something that can benefit the body 
in myriad ways. 

Don’t overlook the 
benefits of reading

Las Cruces Bulletin 
Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”

The Las Cruces Bulletin
840 N. Telshor Blvd., Ste. E • www.lascrucesbulletin.com

Animal Services Center 
of the Mesilla Valley
3551 Bataan Memorial West

Help sponsor an 
adoptable animal!
To sponsor call: 
524-8061
To adopt call: 
382-0018

or visit
petango.com/ascmv

Meet the beautiful Donna! She would love nothing more than to 
be cuddled up next to you! Give this golden girl a chance at her 
forever home and come meet her today. This beautiful girl has 
been at our shelter for 2 months.

DonnaShar-Pei/Labrador XCream/White~10 yrs oldFemale
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Happy New Year from Healthy Happenings! With the 
turn of  the New Year, Healthy Happenings invites all of  
our contributors to look over your calendar entries and 
make any changes. It would be helpful if  you updated 
your items and removed events or activities that are no 
longer happening. Please email your events and activi-
ties to one of  the following email addresses: editor@las-
crucesbulletin.com or susie@lascrucesbulletin.com. You 
also may drop off  press releases at the Bulletin offices at 
840 N. Telshor Ave., Suite E. Please include the day, date, 
time, location, contact information and a brief  descrip-
tion of  your event or activity. Thank you!

Las Cruces Regional Aquatic 
Center has new winter hours

The City of  Las Cruces Parks and Recreation De-
partment will have new hours at the Regional Aquatic 
Center, 1401 E. Hadley Ave., beginning Jan. 2, 2016, and 
ending March 27. The new hours of  operation for Mon-
day through Friday will be: Fitness session from 6 to 
9:30 a.m.; group session from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.; open 
swim session from 2 to 6 p.m.; and Parks & Recreation 
programs from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

New Saturday hours will be: Fitness session from 8 
to 11 a.m., and open swim sessions from noon to 3:30 
p.m. and from 4 to 7:30 p.m. The center will be closed on 
Sunday.

The new hours of  operation for the upstairs fitness 
area at the center are: Monday through Friday, from 6 
a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; and 
closed on Sunday.

For more information, call The Las Cruces Regional 
Aquatic Center at 541-2782.

Zumba Toning Class added, 
focuses on specifi c muscle groups

The City of  Las Cruces Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment will add an additional Zumba Toning class at the 

Regional Aquatic Center, 1401 E. Hadley Ave., begin-
ning Jan. 5. The new class will take place every Tues-
day from 5 to 5:50 p.m.

Zumba Toning adds resistance by using Zumba Ton-
ing Sticks (or light weights) and helps you focus on 
specific muscle groups, so you stay engaged! The ton-
ing sticks enhance your sense of  rhythm and coordina-
tion, while toning target zones, including arms, your 
core and lower body.

For more information, call the Las Cruces Regional 
Aquatic Center at 541-2782.

Free course in Spanish presented 
for Alzheimer’s families, caregivers 

“Cuidando con Respeto” is a free course presented in 
Spanish for caregivers of  people with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and related dementias. It provides much of  the 
same helpful information as the popular “Savvy Care-
giver” Program. It will be presented as a two-day 
course in two, 4-hour sessions. The following options 
are available: Tuesday, Jan. 12 and 19, from 1 to 5 p.m. 
or Thursday, Jan. 14 and 21, from 1 to 5 p.m. All classes 
will be held at the Southern Area Health Education 
Center, 4003 Geothermal Dr. To register or for more 
information, please contact Alma Gross, 646-3061 or 
algross@nmsu.edu.

Breast Cancer Support 
Group meets in January

The Breast Cancer Support Group of  the Communi-
ty Foundation will not meet this month. The next 
meeting is Saturday, Jan 23, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at 
Memorial Medical Center, 2450 S. Telshor, Annex Bldg. 
(located on the west side of  the main entrance.) Meet-
ings are free, no registration is required and they are 
open to all who are interested in health and wellness. 
For information, call 524 4373.

 

New Mexico launches behavioral 
health and veterans online portals

The New Mexico Human Services Department 
(HSD) and New Mexico Department of  Veterans’ Ser-
vices (DVS) have launched new online portals that will 
act as “one-stop shops” to help people find and navi-
gate the behavioral health-related and veterans ser-
vices available to them. 

The new Network of  Care for Behavioral Health and 
Network of  Care for Veterans, Service Members and 
Their Families portals streamline access to behavioral 
health-related and veterans services, providing a sin-
gle place for information and resources for individuals, 
families, agencies and providers.

Available online at newmexico.networkofcare.org/
mh/, Network of  Care for Behavioral Health provides 
a comprehensive directory of  services and informa-
tion for individuals and their families seeking to ad-
dress depression, substance abuse and other behavior-
al health-related issues. Services include contact infor-
mation for and access to addiction treatment and re-
covery; education and employment resources, child, 
adolescent and family services; legal and medical pro-
viders; and more. The portal also provides access to 
the latest news about behavioral health-related condi-
tions, treatments and other valuable information.

Vital Records Offi  ce hours for 
birth, death certifi cates

The Vital Records Office at the Las Cruces Public 
Health Office, 1170 N. Solano Drive, is available for 
registering and acquiring birth or death certificates 
Monday through Wednesday, from 8 to 11 a.m. and  
from 12:15 to 4 p.m., and Thursday and Friday, from 
9:30 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 3 p.m. Clients are en-
couraged to call ahead to ensure the office is open be-
fore making a visit: 528-5001.

HealthyHappenings

To all of  our contributors to 
Pet Briefs: Thank you for a great 
year in 2015! Pet Briefs invites all 
of  our contributors to look over 
your calendar entries and make 
any changes or additions. It 
would be helpful if  you updated 
your items and removed events 
or activities that are no longer 
happening. Please email your 
events and activities to one of  the 
following email addresses: 
editor@lascrucesbulletin.
com or susie@lascrucesbulle-
tin.com. You also may drop off  
press releases at the Bulletin offices at 840 N. 
Telshor Ave., Suite E. Please include the day, date, 
time, location, contact information and a brief  descrip-
tion of  your event or activity. 

PET OF THE WEEK
Donna is about 10 years old and 
wants to come home with you

Meet the beautiful Donna! She swears the incred-
ibly and talented Ritchie Valens’s song “Donna” is 
about her. Donna, of  course, is a big fan of  the old-
ies and would love nothing more than to be cuddled 
up next to you listening to Ritchie Valens. Give this 
golden girl a chance at her forever home and come 
meet her today. This girl has been at our shelter for 
two months. Donna is a cream-and-white female, 
about 10 years old. The shelter hours are Monday 
through Friday, from noon to 6 p.m., and Saturday 
and Sunday, from noon  to 5 p.m. For information, 
call 382-0018.

PET BRIEFS


