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Domestic
violence
on the rise

Las Cruces police urge
victims to seek shelter

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

Steadily growing reports of domestic
violence over the past year — including
two fatalities - prompted Las Cruces
Police Chief Richard Williams to hold
a press conference Friday, Aug. 2, to
increase awareness about the problem
and offer help.

“This is about committing violence
against someone they are supposed to
love,” Williams said. “We’re saying this is
unacceptable”

From August 2012 through July 2013,
the Las Cruces Police Department has
made 626 domestic violence-related
arrests.

There have been two deaths in

domestic  violence-related incidents,
Williams said.
On June 12, 42-year-old Carlos

Nevarez III was killed when he and his
girlfriend got into an argument and she
allegedly ran over him on North Main
Street. On July 31, 59-year-old Lisa
Cash was shot to death allegedly by her
brother-in-law. Both of these homicides
appear to have originated from issues
related to domestic violence, police said.

Williams said LCPD’s Domestic
Violence Unit is determined to help
end this growing trend and, along with
the departments Victims Assistance
Unit, stands ready to assist any victim of
domestic violence within Las Cruces.

Members of those units urged people
to be aware of the resources not only in
the department, but in the community,
such as La Pifion Sexual Assault Recovery
Services of Southern New Mexico and La
Casa Inc., the city’s domestic violence
shelter.

See Violence on page A10
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City Council to decide
Country Club’s future

Park Ridge plan for acreage
faces zoning appeal hearing

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

The 110-acre former Las
Cruces Country Club property
could become a new community
designed for aging boomers
when the City Council decides
on a zoning change appeal at its
meeting Monday, Aug. 19.

Called Park Ridge, the
proposal would create a mixture
of residential, retail and medical
uses, including a single-story,
42-bed hospital. While the
developmental is self-described as

an “urban infill project,” it is not
“wall-to-wall infill;” as some who
are fighting the project have called
it, said developer Bob Pofahl.
“There is going to be a lot of
open space,” Pofahl said. “This
development is so spaced out”
The adjacent Apodaca Park
and ball field will gain 7 acres in
return for 1.2 acres from the city,
Pofahl said. That exchange was
developed from open meeting
conversations with representatives
of the Parks and Recreation

See Park Ridge on page A11
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Martin Benavidez,
an engineer at
Memorial Medical
Center, loads
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supplies destined
for students
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Public Schools
Wednesday, Aug.
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engineering at
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Mesilla Park desires
historic ‘'momentum’

Residents organizing to
obtain special designation

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

As the Mesilla Park enters its
126th year of existence, residents
think it's about time the area
southwest of the interchange of
interstates 10 and 25 gets its own
historic neighborhood status,
just as Mesquite Street and the
Alameda Depot residents have
accomplished.

Under the moniker “Mesilla
Park Momentum,” residents
have been holding meetings and
forming committees to start

-
N

the process of gaining historic
district status at least at the state
level and possibly nationally.

At a  “Mesilla  Park
Momentum” meeting in July,
Jon Hunner, New Mexico State
University History Department
head, said he thought it was pos-
sible because the area includes
the Fabian Garcia research farm,
where the kind of green chile now
widely beloved was developed.

District 2 City Councillor
Greg Smith said there are other

See Mesilla Park on page A12
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Perez heads for Texas

Gov. to appoint new county commissioner

Dona Ana County Chairwoman Karen
Perez said she’s most proud of the “little
things” she’s done in her seven-year tenure
representing District 3.

Perez, a civil engineer, announced Friday,
Aug. 2, she has resigned to accept a job in Tex-
as. She will join the El Paso office of Arcadis
Malcolm Pierney, but will continue to live in
Dona Ana County.

“This is one of the most difficult decisions
of my life;” Perez said. “The reality is that, al-
though I am fiercely loyal to this organization
and its people, as well as to my constituents
and colleagues, my family has to come first,
and this opportunity is too good to
let slip by. I leave proud of the work
that’s been done and confident in
the ability of this Commission and
management team to lead the orga-
nization forward.”

Among the “little things” she
cited as accomplishments during
her years on the commission were
“helping small communities with
roads, water and flooding”

“Both the Crisis Triage (Cen-
ter) and (the Mesilla Valley Regional Dis-
patch Authority) MVRDA were big accom-
plishments,” she said. “The time I served on
the (Camino Real Regional Utility Author-
ity) CRRUA board was probably one of the
more challenging but satisfying - in the start
of a new utility”

She said the county’s biggest challenges go-
ing forward will be implementation of health
care reform and the “jail diversion program, or
Crisis Triage”

“These are ‘pilot’ programs, so they will
drastically change the way the county provides
services,” she said.

Perez worked locally for more than 18 years
in the development of water and wastewater

PEREZ

infrastructure and owns an engineering con-
sulting firm in Las Cruces.

Based on her experience in community de-
velopment, Perez said she has a keen interest
in managed growth based on a comprehensive
county plan. She identified the following criti-
cal issues:

« Managed growth, supported by investment
in proper infrastructure

o Water resource conservation and
management

o Targeted, industry-based economic
development and work force training

She served on the boards of the Extra-
territorial Zoning Authority, the
Metropolitan Planning Authority,
the Camino Real Regional Utility
Authority and the Animal Ser-
vices Center of the Mesilla Valley.

Commission Vice Chair Billy
Garrett will assume the chairman-
ship of the board when Perez’s res-
ignation takes effect at 5 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 9.

Perez, a Democrat, was elected
to the District 3 seat in November
2006. District 3 encompasses a large sector of
southeastern Dofa Ana County, including Las
Alturas, Telshor, Foothills, Talavera, the Uni-
versity Hills and Bellamah neighborhoods,
New Mexico State University campus, White
Sands Missile Range and Tortugas.

A resident of Las Cruces for 22 years, she
earned both her bachelor’s and masters de-
grees in civil engineering from NMSU, and a
bachelor’s degree in international affairs from
the George Washington University in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Before moving to Las Cruces, Perez served
as a Peace Corps volunteer in Ecuador and
Honduras, building potable water and irriga-
tion systems.
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Keeping veterans informed

4l

Larry Melendez and Jose Armendariz of the New Mexico Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation pose with a sheriff's department assault vehicle during the fifth
annual Veterans’ Information Fair Thursday, Aug. 1, at the Doila Ana County
Government Center, 845 N. Motel Blvd. The pair were at the fair, hosted by
Disability Rights of New Mexico, helping to provide veterans with information
related to community resources, legal rights, vocational rehabilitation,
employment, housing and veterans services.

City of Las Cruces’

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

Mayor and City Council

Top L to R: City Councillor Gregory Z. Smith, District 2, City Councillor Nathan P. Small, District 4, Mayor Ken Miyagishima. Bottom L to R: City Councillor
Olga Pedroza, District 3, City Councillor Miguel G. Silva, District 1, City Councillor Gill M. Sorg, District 5, Mayor Pro-Tem, Sharon Thomas, District 6.

Mayor Ken Miyagishima and members of City Council will host a series of public input meetings
regarding the potential for enacting a 3/8 of one-percent Gross Receipts Tax. Revenues generated
from the tax will help offset the loss of Hold Harmless funding eliminated by state legislators during
the 2013 legislative session. Hold Harmless is funding communities receive from the state that make
up for the lack of taxes on food and medicine. Voter approval is not required for implementation of the
GRT increase. Enacting the tax only requires City Council approval. The amount generated by the
new GRT would be slightly less than amount needed to fully replace the Hold Harmless when it is fully
phased out in 2030, but would still allow City government to provide services and programs.

The mayor and city councillors will meet with the public as follows:
Monday, August 5, 6 p.m.

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 700 N. Main St. with Councillors
Miguel Silva, Dist.1 and Nathan Small, Dist. 4.

Thursday, August 8, 6 p.m.

Good Samaritan Village creative arts room, 3025 Terrace with Councillors
Greg Smith, Dist. 2 and Olga Pedroza, Dist. 3.

Tuesday, August 13, 6 p.m.

Doiia Ana Community College East Mesa Campus, 2800 Sonoma Ranch Blvd.,

Mayor Pro-Tem Sharon Thomas, Dist. 6.

News | A3

conference room 232, with Councillors Gill Sorg, Dist. 5 and

CLCTV.com
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BY RICHARD COLTHARP

A familiar hat in the ring

With party change, Nufiez eyes return to Roundhouse

The inside of the hat still says John B. Stetson, 6 7/8.

The bolo tie remains.

So does the folksy manner.

The letters on the blue-and-white card in his wallet, however, have changed.

Under Party/Partido, where it used to say DTS (decline to state), it now says REP (Re-
publican). And just a couple of years ago, it said DEM (Democrat).

“Andy Nuniez hasn’t changed,” said the man who served six terms in the New Mexico
House of Representatives.

A longtime Democrat who became an independent (DTS in New Mexico voter regis-
tration terms) in 2011, Nufiez announced his change in parties Tuesday, Aug. 6, in Santa
Fe. He also announced his intention to run for his old House seat, District 36, in 2014.

Running as an independent in 2012, Nurfiez lost his seat in a three-way race with
Democrat Philip Archuleta, who won, and Republican Mike Tellez.

Even though Nuiiez had long represented Hatch and some extended areas in Dofia
Ana County, and was a popular lawmaker, his 2012 defeat was not a surprise.

Our county remains primarily Democratic. During a presidential election year, it’s a
fact more people turn out to vote. In a place where most of the voters are Democratic,
Democrats tend to get more votes. That’s how it turned out for Archuleta, while Nunez
and Tellez split the votes among non-Democrats. Sure, there were a few Dems who went
Nufez’s way, but we're living in a time of extreme partisan politics.

Nuifiez was also a victim of re-districting; by 2012, he was dealing with a district where
many voters were not terribly familiar with him.

As an independent myself, and one who lives in Nufez’s district, I was pleased to
finally have a representative who was in my own party, so to speak. I've long had frustra-
tions with the two-party system, however, and had doubts Nuiiez would be able to buck
the system as an independent.

While he was independent in the Roundhouse, Nufiez joked about how short and
simple his party caucus meetings were. Ultimately, though, he knew if he wanted to con-
tinue to represent the people, hed have to play the game as the rules are currently set.

“That’s exactly why I changed parties,” he said. “This state’s just not ready to elect an
independent”

Moving to the GOP was not that big of a stretch for Nuiiez.

“Id have rather stayed an independent, but with my agriculture background and my
pro-business stance, I fit pretty good with the Republicans,” he said.

His departure from the Democratic party came during the January 2011 battle for
the Speaker of the House. Northern Democrats backed Ben Lujan; southern Democrats
lobbied for Las Cruces’ own Joseph Cervantes. It became clear Cervantes would not have
quite enough votes, so the Democrats joined Lujan’s camp.

Except for Nuilez. He believed Cervantes was the right choice, and stuck with his vote.

“When I backed Joseph, the speaker pulled me off my committees and the other
Democrats wouldn't support me,” Nuilez said. “I was the only one who backed Joseph to
the last minute”

After seeing how consistency and integrity was rewarded in the Roundhouse, Nuiez
dropped his affiliation.

Still, as a Republican, Nuiiez said he expects to reach out and work with Democrats
when it makes sense.

“I've done it with the elephants when I was one of the donkeys,” he said. “I don’t think
any party has all the answers.

“I'm a middle-of-the-roader, and I believe each party has some good points and each
has some bad points, too. I'll vote what’s best for my district, Dofia Ana County and the
state of New Mexico.”

CLASS

Patients need services

We would like to thank you for the
straightforward article concerning the
Mental Health funding (Las Cruces Bulletin,
July 19). It has been rewarding to see how
well the news of southern New Mexico is
covered by your newspaper.

The “controversial audit” may very well
be needed if provider CE’s or family mem-
bers are profiting from money paid by the
federal government, but services to those
who use them should not be stopped. Cli-
ents depend on their prescription medica-
tions to be filled and ready for use. Mental
health does not wait for inquiry, it causes
serious disruption in the clients lives and
they simply do not know where to turn for
assistance.

We have several members in our church
who depend on the services of Southwest
Counseling (SWC) as an important element
in their lives.

Another useful service is to those who
cannot handle their finances, to have their
usual bills paid through the SWC and the
remainder turned over to the client. These
are just two of many services that the fragile

" Top 20 Town of the Future”
2010 - Sunset Magazine

[\ M
"America’s Top Places to Retire”
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"No. 6 - Best Performing Cities”
2010 - Milken Institute
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Letters to the Editor

clients of this necessary office provide.
Thanks to your informative newspaper.

Ed and Carol Verpleogh
Pass immigration reform

I support a pathway to citizenship for the
11 million undocumented immigrants cur-
rently living in the U.S. because it’s the right
thing to do. Many of them are our friends,
neighbors and employees.

Our immigration laws are broken, and
11 million Americans need our help to find
a solution. I personally know some of these
hard-working immigrants, and I think it’s
hurting our country to keep them living in the
shadows.

We need Congress to protect the path to
citizenship for the 11 million and vote in favor
of reform this year.

I support the Senate’s Gang of Eight bill be-
cause it has solutions. Rounding up 11 million
people or asking them to self-deport is inhu-
mane - not to mention completely unrealistic.

That’s why Congress will do the right thing
and vote for an immigration bill with a path to
citizenship.

Waynette Bridges

The Las Cruces Bulletin invites readers to submit letters, preferably by email to editor@lascrucesbulletin.com. They can be sent

in by fax at 575-526-4621. Letters also can be mailed or dropped off at 840 N. Telshor Blvd., Suite E, 88011. Letters should not
exceed 200 words and must include the writer's name, address and telephone number for verification. Anonymous letters will

not be published. Letters may be edited for length or content.
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‘Inside the Capitol’ ends after more than 60 years
Colummst issues final farewell, rides into the sunset

Jay Miller
Inside the Capitol

This will be the final column of Inside the
Capitol. I hope you have enjoyed the ride as
much as I have.

Jeanette and I are moving to Scottsdale,
Ariz., to be closer to our son, daughter and
grandchildren. Although it is time for the
move, we do it with heavy hearts.

We both were born in New Mexico. The
longest I have been out of the state during
my 75 years was for six weeks of Air National
Guard basic training in San Antonio, Texas.

At least I won't be deprived of exciting
politics. Arizona has impeached one governor
and sent another to prison. Maricopa County
Sheriff Joe Arpaio keeps the county correction
system in constant turmoil with his summer
outdoors lockups and pink underwear for
everyone.

Recently, the president of the Senate
stopped his car on a busy Phoenix freeway
and threw all his girlfriend’s clothes out of the
car. He then left her stranded at the side of the
road. Republican senators soon voted him out

of office. Later he resigned while being inves-
tigated by the Senate Ethics Committee.

Of course, New Mexico has provided
plenty of excitement during my 26 years of
covering it. Gary Johnson was the most off-
beat governor any state
could ever have. New
Mexico got to learn what a
true Libertarian really was.

Johnson didn’t want
regulations placed on busi-
ness and he didn’t want
them placed on individu-
als either. Lawmakers and
the public were confound-
ed when he advocated
decriminalization of pot.
Now he is an advocate of
gay marriage.

Johnson drew a big
cheer from the motorcycle
crowd when he vetoed a mandatory motor-
cycle helmet law. But he then announced that
if anyone not wearing a helmet was injured as a
result, the state would not pay for any treat-
ment. He believed in personal freedom but also
in personal responsibility, too.

Gov. Bill Richardson was an exciting guy
to cover, also. With him, it was usually the
size of the deal he was putting together that

The urge
to put in my two
cents may never

cease entirely.

provided the excitement — a $200 million
spaceport, a $900 million commuter train and
rubbing elbows with Hollywood elite at the
governor’s mansion to encourage more films
being shot in New Mexico.

Then there were the
Mama Lucies versus
the Cowboys in the
state House and the
Manny Aragon versus
Les Houston battles for
control of the Senate. And
Pete Domenici reigned
supreme on financial mat-
ters in the U.S. Senate.

Besides his mega-
projects, Richardson
had a very pet project in
promoting Billy the Kid.
It began early in Richard-
son’s first year in office
and ended eight years later at the stroke of
midnight as he was leaving office.

The source of Richardson’s interest was
never revealed, although there were several
tantalizing guesses.

The “Inside the Capitol” column has been
in New Mexico newspapers since the 1940s.

It was begun by Santa Fe New Mexican editor
Will Harrison. He continued the column after

he left the New Mexican, changing its name
from “At the Capitol” to “Inside the Capitol”

Upon Harrison’s death, the column passed
down through Charlie Cullen, Fred Buckles,
Bob Huber, Carroll Cagle and Fred McCaf-
frey, who sold the rights to me in 1987,

Several years ago, I received a note from
John Ackerman, of Artesia, who once headed
the Public Service Company of New Mexico
and then served as the professor of ethics at
the University of New Mexicos Anderson
School of Management.

John said he had done a tally of how long
each columnist had written this column. As of
that particular day, I passed Will Harrison as
the longest winded.

According to my figures, I have written
somewhere in the neighborhood of 7,200
columns. In the early years, I wrote six a week.
Various vision maladies have forced me back
to three a week.

Although I have a thick file of notes from
those who have disagreed with my columns
from time to time, I hope the overall effect
has been a balanced analysis from a slightly
different view.

The urge to put in my two cents may never
cease entirely, so I will sporadically continue
my blog at www.insidethecapitol.blogspot.
com and maybe on YouTube and such. You
also may reach me at insidethecapitol@
hotmail.com and at 3 La Tusa, Santa Fe, NM
87505.

Immigration ‘expert’ displays a special kind of stupid

Do we need a new law or just better enforcement?

Michael Swickard

In my opinion

‘A simple way to take measure of a country is to look at
how many want in and how many want out.”
- Tony Blair.

I was listening to an immigration “expert” on a radio
program who was giving the audience his take on what the
immigration reform legislation in Congress will do if passed.
A question occurred to me so I called into the show, “Could
you tell me what the Congress got wrong in the immigration
bill of 1986 that the Congress today wants to reform?”

NEW MEXICO

Mike Apodaca, Agent
1100 South Main, Suite 101
Las Cruces, NM 88005
Bus: 575-526-2409
www.mikeapodaca.com

With competitive rates and
personal service, it's no
wonder more drivers trust
State Farm®.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®.
CALL FORA QUOTE 24/7.

o StateFarm-

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

10011421 State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL.

The “expert” paused and then blurted, “No, I know noth-
ing about the law they are trying to reform.

I said the next day on my talk radio program that it takes
a special kind of stupid to reform a bill that no one has read
with a bill that none of the legislators will read because it has
too many pages. Yep, a special kind of stupid has taken over
our country.

So everyone is arguing about the immigration reform
bill of 2013 without anyone actually reading it. Much like
ObamaCare, which also was not read because it had too
many pages, this legislation will have to be passed to see what
is really in it and what it all means. That is a very bad way to
do government.

Gity of Las Cruces’
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II NAME IT O

The new Las Cruces intermodal facility (located on the comer of Alameda
Boulevard and Lohman Avenue) is moving forward, but it needs a name.
RoadRUNNER Transit is asking the public to submit their entries to name
the new building. Suggestions must include a name for the building,
contact information for the person or group making the suggestion, and a
reason why they choose the name they are proposing.

Those interested can send in a written submission to: U-Name-It,

1501A E. Hadley, Las Cruces, NM 88001 or email their recommendation

by following the link and filling out the email form on the City’s homepage:
http:/lwww.las-cruces.org/renaming
Suggestions will be taken now until Friday,
August 16 at 5 p.m. For more information call
575-541-2500.

www.las-cruces.org

RoadRUNNER Transit

As to immigration in general, I like what former prime
minister of the United Kingdom Tony Blair said is the test of
a country: how many want in and how many want out. Obvi-
ously our country is very much desired since we have many
who want in and few who want out.

Immigration has been going on for hundreds of years
that I know of and perhaps longer. One indigenous tribe was
displaced by another over the hundreds of years and then the
Europeans came.

As quickly as we formed a country we made our first

See Stupid on page A6
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immigration bill in 1790 which re-
stricted naturalization to “free white
persons” of “good moral character”
Not a great day for America.

Within a hundred years Ameri-
cans were trying to exclude the
Chinese who came, built part of the
transcontinental railroad and pros-
pered. In the early 20th century we
attempted to exclude the Japanese
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legislation to mandate making sure
people can no longer come into our
country illegally and to give amnes-
ty. Wait, how is that reforming the
1986 bill? There is exactly no reform
- that is what the 1986 legislation
mandates. So is the problem that we
did not have the right law or that we
did not enforce the law?
Throughout the many years
of our country, the No. 1 issue in
immigration asks that the people
coming to our country be of benefit
to our country. We cannot take a

billion refugees from the slums of In searching for a cause to ex-

but they im- the world in plain the increase in “hay fever” in-
migrated to and still have cidence in humans, some scientists
Hawaii and a country. But have postulated that it might be
then slipped . we really do the increase in thg burning of coal,
into theprist of If the fallure want the best oil and other fossil fuels. Humm.
our country. and brightest of In their defense, scientists

Franklin Roo-
sevelt stopped

was enforcement,

are allowed, even encouraged, to

any country if ’ X
speculate. In this case their reason-

they wish to be

Sk . e ing is; the greenhouse gas carbon
Immigration then paSSIIlg new 2ctzen of our dioxide (CO2) has increased in
pretty much country. We are our atmosphere. CO2 traps heat
entirely during laWS Wlll have made stronger in the atmosphere. The increase in
the Depres- by thesg people. temperature causes more plants to
sion and sent The is-

home perhaps
as many as two
million Mexi-
cans. Many of
these Mexicans
came back to
work during the war and over the
next 40 years.

Of those people in our country,
some were legal and some did not
have legal status. In 1986 another
stab was made at dealing with im-
migration, because at least three
million people were in the United
States illegally. So they were given
amnesty and the 1986 act made it
illegal to hire people without legal
status. Further, the act mandated
intensification of the Border Patrol
so that no new people could come
into our country illegally.

So now we have a reform of that

no effect on the
problem.

grow. The more plants that grow,
the more pollen they produce.
Thus, the more you drive, the more

sue before the
Congress is to

dgc.ide if the you sneeze.
failing of the We read their speculations in
Immigration the newspaper, therefore we think

act of 1986, that
people today want to reform, is a
failure of law or enforcement. If the
failure was enforcement, then pass-
ing new laws will have no effect on
the problem.

I like people from other coun-
tries. Americans need them in our
country. We also need to uphold
our laws. Can we do both?

it is true. We tell our friends, our
family, our children. Columnists
write about it, carnival barkers
concoct miraculous cures for it.
It becomes common knowledge,
a celebrity endorses it, when in
fact, no one has ever scientifically
proven it to be true.

It is the same scenario that
drives the “climate change/global
warming” controversy, the “al-
ternative medicine” controversy,
and the “origin of the universe”
controversy.

I remember a big story when
“experts” were proclaiming red
meat caused colon cancer. They

Michael Swickard hosts the syndi-
cated radio talk show News New Mexico
from 6 to 9 a.m. Monday through Fri-
day on a number of New Mexico
radio stations and through streaming.
Swickard may be contacted at michael@
swickard.com.
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based their conclusions on this
reasoning: Fact: Americans have
more colon cancer than Japanese,
Americans eat more red meat than
Japanese, therefore red meat causes
colon cancer.

Mathematicians are able to cal-
culate the statistical significance of
a conclusion to an experiment. It is
expressed as the P value. The lower
the number, the more likely the
conclusion is valid. When claims
are made expressing that a product
will do what it says on the label, it
must be demonstrated in trials or
tests that are statistically signifi-
cant. If the product is a medicine,
dewormer or feed additive, for
instance, it must satisfy the FDA's
stringent requirements through
repetition, that the product will do
what it claims. Those are the rules
true science adheres to.

Well, obviously, broad procla-
mations by scientists of their time
have been made since the begin-
ning of curiosity. The Earth, the
sky and the universe offer enough
puzzles to keep us busy forever.
They continue, and the “hay fever/
fossil fuel” speculation is just that,
scientists pondering and dream-
ing. But this is how miraculous
discoveries are finally made, stud-
ied and eventually one in a million
is proven to be true.

Eventually the colon cancer

U ™ B
DREAM DINING ﬁg A
ROOMS 3
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ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Hay fever and cars

incidence in Americans versus
Japanese was not shown to be
caused by eating more red meat;
there were too many variables.
Today many claim that the lower
incidence is related to the Japanese
fish diet high in cod liver oil, but it
still remains conjecture.

As for our good scientist’s
proposition about driving your
car being the cause of hay fever,
how about this for an alterna-
tive theory: In 1970, the world
population was 3.7 billion. Today
the world population is 7 billion
— twice as many. Humans inhale
oxygen made by plants. Plants
inhale CO2 made by humans.
Thus, the blame for hay fever could
be the increased number of people
exhaling CO2, which the plants
then absorb causing them to grow
and generate pollen.

This hypothesis allows for other
factors such as athletic humans
who generate fractionally more
CO2 then sedentary humans,
suggesting that jogging, basketball
and playing tennis may be the root
cause of hay fever. Every workout
gym would be required to post
warnings declaring, “Exercise
causes hay fever and pollination!
Breathe with Caution!” Ah choo!

Black may be contacted at www.
baxterblack.com

2880 N. Roadrunner Parkway

575-556-6102

Judy. Tipton@sunh.com
. The Village at Northrise
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Former NMSU president provided

tremendous support for university
Thomas championed institution into retirement

Even after he retired from New Mexico State University in
1984, former NMSU President Gerald Thomas was a steadfast
supporter of the institution.

His concern for longtime support and nurturing of the
university he loved so much started when he was still at the
helm of the institution. One of his most rewarding projects
during his 1970-84 tenure as president was the establishment
of the President’s Associates Scholarship pro-
gram, which has helped many students since
it started.

NMSU Board of Regents Chair Mike
Cheney shared a passion for the program with
Thomas, who passed away Wednesday, July 31,
at the age of 94.

“We are very sorry to learn about the pass-
ing of President Gerald Thomas,” Cheney said.
“His demeanor and his reputation will leave
a lasting impression on our university. One
great example of his legacy is his work with
our community to make a difference for our
students. He helped establish the President’s
Associates Scholarship program. This program
is near and dear to my heart. My wife and I
have been active in helping to support students
with this scholarship, which is a great way for
New Mexico high school students to further
their education. Dr. Thomas will certainly be
missed.”

Thomas was involved in a variety of
programs beneficial for the university, and
was honored when he retired in 1984 by the
creation of the first academic chair established
at NMSU. The $1 million Gerald W. Thomas
Chair in Agriculture, established by the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Home Economics, now named the
College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sci-
ences, is focused on food production and natural resources.

Four year’s later, the college’s main building was renamed in

his honor.

In 1998, Thomas received NMSU's first Hiram Hadley
Founder’s Award of Excellence in recognition for “his key
leadership in the development of a major comprehensive uni-
versity in the spirit of NMSU’s founding leader”

You have
to keep an Open  icep i open mind and have to be willing
mind and have
to be willing
to learn from
interactions
and events and
continue to
study.

GERALD THOMAS

In 2000, he and his wife, Jean, were awarded the Branding
Iron award, the highest honor presented by the New Mexico
State University Foundation. It was given in recognition of
their ongoing commitment to the university.

In 2006, they were awarded the Sam Steel Exemplar Award
from the college’s Sam Steel Society, which was given for the
first time that year. It is for individuals or couples who have ex-
celled in their chosen field and who have been
active in the community and greatly involved
with NMSU.

“Education is a continuing process,” Gerald
Thomas said at the time. “You get a degree,
then you have something. But, you have to

to learn from interactions and events and

continue to study ... there has to be excitement

and joy in the process of gaining knowledge.

More knowledge gained makes you feel more

at home in the world, whether here or abroad”

Jean Thomas, too, was recognized by
the university and community for the work
she did for the institution. In 1984, she was
honored by the NMSU Board of Regents with
the Regents Medal for outstanding services
in support of people and programs of the
university.

“It’s important to emphasize that although
Gerald was president, his wife, Jean, had a
distinguished career in her own right,” College
of ACES Dean Lowell Catlett said during a
recognition event in 2006. “Together, the two
have been positive influences. Not only NMSU
role models, but for all walks of life. They are a
couple that is a blessing to New Mexico.”

Gerald and Jean Thomas have been instrumental in the
establishment of several scholarships, as well, over the years
including:

o The Jean Thomas Endowed Scholarship, established in
2003 to make annual awards for educational expenses. The
award recipients must be graduates of a New Mexico high
school, and be interested in math education at the middle
school level in the College of Education at NMSU.

o The Gary A. Shipley Memorial Scholarship, established by

School supplies are still needed
LCPS accepting donations for needy students

Las Cruces Public Schools is accepting donations of
school supplies for economically disadvantaged students for
the 2013-14 school year that begins Wednesday, Aug. 14, said
Federal Programs Social Worker Yoli Silva.

This year, Silva said LCPS hopes to provide school sup-
plies to about 600 students.

Donations of all kinds of school supplies are welcome;

Bar-B-One
BOOT CAMP SCHOOL

Make real pit bar-b-que
for real people. Lodging at the
historic Cooney Ranch in the Gila

575-635-5888

Contact Cow Camp Vaquero
for more information

but, in particular, zip pencil pouches, notebook dividers,
pens, highlighters and composition notebooks are the most
needed items, Silva said.

Donated school supplies can be dropped off at the su-
perintendent’s office, LCPS Administration Building, 505 S.
Main St., Loretto Towne Centre, Suite 249.

For more information, contact Yoli Silva at 527-5913.

Wednesday is Senior’s Day

1035
HAIRCUTS Color or Perm

Kuts%Kurls 524-2003
2300 N. Main

'WALK-INS WELCOME!
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New Mexico State University photo

Gerald Thomas, president of New Mexico State University
from 1970-84, passed away Wednesday, July 31.

Gerald and Jean Thomas in 2005 in honor of their son-in-
law. The scholarship is intended to make an annual award
to a freshman from New Mexico with an ACT score of at
least 22 who is majoring in marketing.

The Gerald and Jean Thomas Endowed Scholarship for
Returning Veterans, established in 2011 to make an award
to one or more students in the College of ACES who are
currently serving, or have served, in the Armed Forces.
Gifts can be made in his name to the NMSU Foundation, by

contacting Deborah Widger at 646-4034 or dwidger@nmsu.edu.

Want to

LEARN MORE

about the

CATHOLIC FAITH?
YOU'RE INVITED!

to bring your questions
Tuesday, August 20th at 6:30 PM

Enter office door at corner of Espina and Idaho.

THE CATHEDRAL. oF THE
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
1240 S. Espina / Las Cruces, NM
575-524-8563 (Call for more information)
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LCHS football Red and

Blue fundraiser

The Las Cruces High School Red and Blue
fundraiser will be from 6:30 p.m. to midnight
Saturday, Aug. 10, at the Las Cruces Convention
Center, 680 E. University Ave.

The event will include a dinner, dance and
silent auction, as well as special recognition for
the 1999 state football championship team. Cost
is $65 for an individual or $100 per couple. Phat
Soul will perform.

For more information,
644-0245 or 650-7429.

Native plant society has
meeting and trip set

The Native Plant Society of New Mexico, Las
Cruces Chapter, will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 14, at the Good Samaritan Society-Las
Cruces Village, 3011 Buena Vida Circle, in the
conference room, for an annual planning meet-
ing and officers election. Members are encour-
aged to attend to elect officers and help select
speakers and field trips for 2014.

The society will have a field trip to the Black
Range at 8 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 17, led by Russ
Kleinman. Anyone interested is asked to meet
at Kmart, 1900 E. Bataan Memorial Parkway, at
the east end of the parking lot.

City volleyball league

registration under way

The City of Las Cruces Parks & Recreation
Department will hold registration for the 2013
Adult Co-Rec Fall 6 vs. 6 Sand Volleyball
League at Meerscheidt Recreation Center, 1600

call 642-0169,
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E. Hadley Ave., through Saturday, Aug. 31.

Participants must be age 18 or older to par-
ticipate. The registration fee is $250 per team,
with $125 due at the time of registration and the
balance due at the manager’s meeting at 6 p.m.
Sept. 4, at Meerscheidt.

Competitive and recreational divisions are
offered, with a minimum of eight teams per
division needed in order to hold tournaments.
Rosters may have a minimum of six and a
maximum of 10 players per team. During play,
there must be a minimum of two females on the
court at all times. Games will be played Monday,
Wednesday and Saturday evenings. The league
will begin play Monday, Sept. 9.

For more information, contact 541-2563 or
athletics@las-cruces.org. The TTY number is
541-2772.

Rep. Pearce hosts
women'’s forum Aug. 17

U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce will host a women’s
forum at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 17, at the Las
Cruces Home Builders Association meeting
hall, 2825 N. Main St.

The forum will include a discussion on com-
munity and family issues and will feature sever-
al guest speakers who will lead two informative
panel discussions: “Health and Well-being” and
“Financial Planning”

The event will also be live-streamed, and
women unable to attend are encouraged to
participate remotely through Twitter using the
hashtag #NMWomen, on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/repstevepearce, or by emailing
questions to nmwomensforum@gmail.com.

Questions submitted from women through-
out the state will be addressed live by panelists

YEAR ROUND PROGRAM

Preschool age 2.5-5 years

Child must be potty trained or in process

Teachers experienced in the early childhood field with
Associates or Bachelors degree

Children of all learning styles, including those
with special needs, are always welcome

CURRICULUM

including vocabulary, music, and functional language
Child Care Assistance is accepted

RATES

Full Time $595 +tax - Part Time $382.50 +tax
Drop In Rates Available

Registration Fee $75 per year

C b,QHO(:Le ) Charlotte’s Place
3100 Oak Street
Las Cruces, NM 88005

' Preschool

Two snacks provided daily - Parents must provide sack lunch

Bilingual Curriculum - providing Spanish/English pre-academic skills

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday
August 10
12-2:30pm

Sunday
August 11
4-6:30pm

Wednesday
August 14
5:30-7pm

575-644-7178
Melanie Waller, Director

Monday-Friday
7:30 am - 5:30 pm
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2240 E. Lohman Ave.
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Mon-Fri 8 -8, Sat8-7,Sun 10-5
www.BateriesPlus.com

Batterles £ Bulbs

Get What You Need

during the forum. Details are available at www.
pearce.house.gov/womensforum.

Registration will open at 8 a.m. Women of
all ages are welcome and encouraged to attend.
RSVPs are requested to 522-0771.

Tri-Service Banquet set
Friday, Aug. 16

The annual Tri-Service Banquet will be at 7
p.m. Friday, Aug. 16, at the New Mexico Farm
& Ranch Heritage Museum, 4100 Dripping
Springs Road.

Honorees from three branches of service will
receive awards. U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce is sched-
uled to be the keynote speaker.

A social hour will be from 6 to 7 p.m., with
dinner and the awards ceremony at 7 p.m.

For more information, call the White Sands
Missile Range Protocol Office at 678-1038 or
Mary Beth Reinhart at 522-8900.

Butterfly Flutterby at
nature park

The Asombro Institute for Science Education
will host the 11th annual Butterfly Flutterby
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Aug. 17, at the
Chihuahuan Desert Nature Park located north-
east of Las Cruces.

Visitors can learn how to identify butter-
flies and attract them to their gardens. Butterfly
games, arts and crafts and face painting will
available for visitors of all ages — rain or shine.
Admission is $2.

To reach the nature park, from Interstate 25
in Las Cruces, head east on U.S. Highway 70.
Take the Mesa Grande Road exit at Ofiate High
School, and make a U-turn under the highway
to head west and stay in the right lane. Turn right
(north) on Jornada Road. Follow Jornada Road
for 6.4 miles and turn left at the Chihuahuan
Desert Nature Park sign. Follow the entrance
road to the parking area and trailhead.

For more information, or to learn more about
the Asombro Institute for Science Education,
call 524-3334 or visit www.asombro.org.
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CAFé hosts event
Saturday, Aug. 10

New Mexico Communities in Action and
Faith (CAFé) will host a gathering from 2 to
4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 10, at First Christian
Church, 1809 El Paseo Road.

Topics include updates on foreclosure pre-
vention and the Campaign for Citizenship.

Free child care is provided.

CAFé is a nonprofit, nonpartisan,
multi-faith organization established in Doria
Ana County in 2009.

For more information, visit www.

organizenm.org.

Family Field Day set at
Apodaca Park

The Park Ridge Project and Friends of Apo-
daca Park will sponsor the Las Cruces Family
Field Day, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, Aug.
10, at Apodaca Park, 2300 N. Solano Drive.

The will include magic shows, games and
crafts, live music, face painting, photos, free
food and prizes.

For more information, visit www.facebook.
com/ApodacaPark.

Registration under way
for Domenici conference

Registration is under way for the 2013
Domenici Public Policy Conference, Sept.
18-19, at the Las Cruces Convention Center.
The cost to attend the event is $50. Any uni-
versity student may attend for free courtesy of
Western Commerce Bank, sponsor of the 2013
Domenici Student Experience. Members of
the public, as well as NMSU faculty, staff and
students, can register for the conference at
http://domenici.nmsu.edu.

Speakers at the conference will include for-
mer UN. Ambassador John Bolton, former
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar and retired U.S.
Sen. Bill Frist, along with New Mexico native
Joshua Cooper Ramo, a former editor at Time

DACC Student Services
Now Located on the
East Mesa Campus

Admissions, Financial Aid, Registration,
and Advising have moved to the East
Mesa Campus, located at

2800 N. Sonoma Ranch Blvd.
Telephone 575.528.7000

7 DACC
[\
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magazine and expert on U.S-China relations.

This year, the conference will focus on the
future of American energy, and will also fea-
ture discussions on U.S. foreign policy in Chi-
na and the Middle East and health care reform.

Now in its sixth year hosting the confer-
ence, the Domenici Institute for Public Policy,
housed on the NMSU campus, is named after
New Mexicos longest-serving U.S. senator,
Pete Domenici. Every year, the conference
brings together some of the country’s top ex-
perts to discuss a variety of important issues
facing the nation.

To register online or to learn more about
the conference speakers, visit http://domenici.
nmsu.edu. To receive an invitation by mail, call
the Domenici Institute at 646-2066.

‘Back to School’ race set

Las Cruces Running Club (LCRC) is pro-
ducing a “Back 2 School Party Race” at 8 a.m.
Saturday, Aug. 10, beginning at Lorenzo’s
Pan-Am Saratoga Room, 1753 E. Univer-
sity Ave. The race, co-sponsored by Lorenzo’s
Pan-Am, celebrates the end of the LCRC Sum-
mer Youth Running program and the start of
the new school year.

Race registration will start at 7 a.m. The
race is 2 miles on the Triviz path from Univer-
sity Avenue to Missouri Avenue and back. The
Back 2 School Party will take place in the Sara-
toga Room after the race with food provided
by Lorenzos PanAm. Registration is $20 and
covers individual participants for both the race
and party with proceeds being donated to ben-
efit all local high school cross country teams.
Parents, students, and teachers are encouraged
to participate as individuals or form three-per-
son teams to compete for fun and prizes.

For online registration and more informa-
tion, visit http://lascrucesrunningclub.com.

Leasburg park hosts
events Saturday, Aug. 10

Enjoy an evening of music and celestial
delights Saturday, Aug. 10, at Leasburg Dam

hotdogs

chicken
fish
pork

IStklace
Our award-winning mustard
is a great addition to any
food you prepare, or use as a
dip for any appetizer!
www.nundunbetter.com

575-521-7230

Available at . .
e s YU For further information, call (575)527-7599.
Break an Egg Restaurant | — —
Jerky ‘n More * San Saba Pecan Dmc
Solamente de Mesilla http://dacc.nmsu.ed 1\

Toucan Market

NMSU | Dofia Ana Community College

AEROSPACE
TECHNOLOGY

Associate of Applied Science Degree

Register Now for an Emerging Career Field
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Classes Begin August 22, 2013.
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State Park in Radium Springs. There will be
live music by local performers beginning at
6:30 p.m. and at 8:45 p.m. visitors can explore
space at the park’s new observatory, weather
permitting. The highlight of the observations
will be the Perseid meteor shower, so bring a
comfortable lounge chair and a pair of binocu-
lars. Members of the Astronomical Society of
Las Cruces will be available. The event is free
with appropriate park entrance or camping
fees.

To get to Leasburg Dam State Park from
Las Cruces take Interstate 25 north to exit 19
Radium Springs and follow the signs to the
park. For more information, call the park at
524-4068.

Visibility Ride set

The next Share the Road Visibility Ride will
be held Monday, Aug. 12, at the Las Cruces
Railroad Museum, 351 N. Mesilla St. Partici-
pants are asked to gather at 7:05 a.m. for the
7:15 a.m. departure time.

The Share the Road Visibility Ride aims to
build awareness that bicyclists and motorists
can share the road safely and that commut-
ing to work on a bicycle is a viable transpor-
tation choice. Alternate transportation choic-
es are being made with the rise in gas prices
and commuting by bicycle has multiple ben-
efits. Save money, cut down on CO2 emissions,
burn calories, and keep fit and stress free.

The ride ends at about 7:40 a.m. at Star-
bucks on the corner of University Avenue and
Espina Street. All bicyclists are asked to wear
helmets and follow the rules of the road.

Museum hosts lecture

The Las Cruces Railroad Museum, 351 N.
Mesilla St., will host a lecture at noon Tuesday,
Aug. 13. Local photographer Ron Saltzman
will share photos from his “ME - My Environ-
ment” exhibit.

Southern New Mexico is home to many dif-
ferent species of wild animals. Saltzman took
photo safaris to the Ladder and Armendaris
Ranches and photographed many animals in

Aerospace
technicians may
be involved in
the assembly,
service, testing,
operation, and
repair of systems
associated

with space
launch vehicles
and related
ground support
equipment.

L)

their native habitat. These ranches are owned
by Ted Turner and are home to a variety of
wildlife.

Saltzman has a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration and owns the Frame and
Art Center on South Main Street. His photo-
graphs have hung in several local galleries, and
his work is currently on exhibit at the Museum
of Nature & Science. His love of the outdoors
is evident in his photographs.

Light refreshments served. For more infor-
mation, call 647-4480.

Diabetes support group
meets Thursday, Aug. 15

The Southern New Mexico Diabetes Out-
reach presents a diabetes educational support
group meeting for those informed they have
diabetes, family and friends of those with di-
abetes, and all who are interested from 10 to
11:15 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 15, at the Munson
Center, Meeting Room 2, 975 S. Mesquite St.
Diabetes educational support group meeting
provides an open discussion, short teaching
regarding diabetes and a question and answer
period. There is no fee and pre-registration
isn't required. For more information, call the
Southern New Mexico Diabetes Outreach at
522-0289.

Learn about chickens

The Master Gardener Lunch & Learn series
will continue with a presentation on “Raising
Chickens in Your Backyard” by Dorian Dod-
son from noon to 1 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 15,
at the Thomas Branigan Library, 200 E. Pica-
cho Ave., in the Roadrunner Room. The pre-
sentation will look at how to keep chickens
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almost anywhere and the many benefits they
bring, including fresh eggs. It will cover how to
choose your chickens, where to get them, basic
care and how they can be a great addition to
your garden. For more information, contact
647-4394 or slh303@yahoo.com

Model airplane club
hosts fly-in Aug. 17

The Mesilla Valley Model Airplane Club
(MVMAC) and Jesse’s KC BBQ are partnering
to host an electric-powered aircraft fly-in event
benefiting the Wounded Warrior Project at 8
a.m. on Na