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City OKs
Vision 2040

County next to act on
development guide
By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

Four years after a consultant deliv-
ered a long-range plan for Las Cruces
and Dofia Ana County, it appears the
Vision 2040 plan may finally becoming
the guide to coordinate city and county
future growth.

On Tuesday, Feb. 21, the Las Cruces
City Council unanimously approved the
most recent draft of the Vision 2040 re-
port called “One Valley, One Vision.” It
now goes before the County Commission
at its next meeting Tuesday, Feb. 28.

The Vision 2040 has taken so long be-
cause the first draft in 2008 was consid-
ered to be too inflexible and not a good
reflection of the area by both pro- and
anti-growth forces.

A new large group was formed of area
stakeholders and they began a long series
of public meetings to reshape the plan.

Last year, the steering committee gave
its final report to the 2040 commission,
which resulted in the “One Valley, One
Vision.”

The report provides guidelines for
growth and for protecting the area’s nat-
ural settings.

Using the 2010 Census data, the 2040
report makes growth projections for vari-
ous areas within the county for the next
30 years. The report suggests the agencies
and governmental groups that will be re-
sponsible for the land and operations in
the county, so they can work together on
issues.

Bill Mattiace, former mayor of Las
Cruces, and Charlie Scholz, who chaired
the Las Cruces Planning and Zoning
Commission, led the commission that
formed the new report, which they have
said is meant to encourage intergovern-
mental and inter-agency cooperation, in
conjunction with the stakeholders, on
decisions about future development and
preservation efforts.

Recent meetings have brought new
issues, such as the need to better deter-
mine land ownership in colonias, but also
added new goals, such as encouraging
“economic gardening” — to provide the

See 2040 on page A10

NEXT WEEK

Business tax
becomes simplified

Gov. Susana Martinez signs into law
legislation to end double and triple
taxation of goods and services in
construction and manufacturing
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chools pleased by

Legislature funding

Lawmakers get a
passing grade for
formula reform
By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

Officials with Las Cruces
Public Schools and New Mexico
State University are both report-
ing progress made in the 30-day
Legislature that wrapped up
midday Thursday, Feb. 16.

Las Cruces Public Schools
Superintendent Stan Rounds
said the general appropriation
for schools is a little more than
$2.4 billion, with $52.6 million
in recurring appropriations and
a number of special appropria-
tions.

Among the new funding is
$10 million for pre-kindergarten

WHAT'S INSIDE

and a program called K-3 Plus
received $11 million. LCPS opt-
ed out of the program last year
because Rounds said he was un-
sure about the reliability of the
funding in terms of mobility for
the district’s students. With at-
tendance a factor in the funding,
students moving around and out
of the district was a concern that
he said has now been worked
out.

The good news in all of this,
he said, is the new money will
help early reading efforts, which
is the focus of the Reading Foun-
dation of Dofna Ana County.

Another piece of good
news was on the front of what
employees will have to pay for
their retirement fund. Rounds
said the district had put aside
money in the budget to protect
employees from an increase

See Legislature on page A10

Helen Tuefferd
receives the
imposition of ashes
from Chaplain Scott
Ruthven during an
early morning Ash
Wednesday service
held Wednesday, Feb.
22, at St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church.
Ash Wednesday
begins the Lenten
season, a time of
self-examination
and repentance

in preparation of
Easter. For more Ash
Wednesday photos,
see page D7.

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by
Beth Sitzler

Officials test air at

elementary school
Child’s illness prompts checks

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

Las Cruces Public Schools are
awaiting the results of new air
tests in response to parents com-
plaining that a bathroom reno-
vation job is making at least one
child sick.

Based on air tests from last
year on the project, LCPS Super-
intendent Stan Rounds told the
school board at its meeting Tues-
day, Feb. 21, he was confident the
work at Highlands Elementary
School will be cleared.

The work at Highlands El-
ementary is part of restroom
renovations at four schools, said
Gloria Martinez, district manag-
er for construction projects.

The bathrooms are being
brought up to current standards

and codes, especially the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, and
the work is extensive with new
pumping.

Along with air monitoring,
Martinez said the projects use
plastic sheets and air fans to keep
dust from the work from get-
ting into nearby classrooms. The
work areas are cleaned daily, she
said, as the contractors try to do
as much as possible after school
hours.

Nicolas Bafales, a freelance
photographer who regularly
works for the Bulletin, said his
6-year-old son Hunter has re-
cently become seriously sick with
a chronic “croup” cough that has
sent the boy to the emergency
room. Banales said he believes
there is a chemical in the school’s

See Sick on page A10
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Las Cruces was oncea

Las Cruces Bulletin

segregated community
NAACP pushed for 1968 fair housing law

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

Considering how well people get along to-
day, it may be hard to imagine that Las Cruces
was once a city divided by race.

Andrew Trotter, who grew up in segregat-
ed Las Cruces and was active in changing it,
said segregation was not originally part of the
town’s make-up, but an import as Southerners
migrated to Las Cruces in 1920s and 1930s.

Black children were excluded from schools
that once taught all children. Churches with
African-American congregations taught black
children.

Because of the roles church played in edu-
cating black children, it is relatively well known
that the schools in Las Cruces were segregated
until the landmark 1954 Supreme Court de-
cision on Brown v. Board of Education that
ended the practice.

But Trotter said what isn’t as well known is

In the news

housing was also segregated and it would take
another 14 years to bring fair housing to the
city.

Although some African-Americans were
living on Mesquite and Tornillo streets, there
were few places for blacks to live in the city,
Trotter said.

In the 1950s, black colleges were producing
post-World War II graduates with skills suited
for employment at White Sands Missile Range,
Trotter said.

A white Realtor, Seaborn Collins, was will-
ing to sell homes to blacks in what was called
the Washington Heights subdivision, he said.

“As a result, Paxton Street became an all-
black street,” Trotter said.

The local chapter of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People
pushed for the passage of a local fair housing
ordinance. In 1968, Las Cruces Mayor Tommy
Graham signed the new ordinance surrounded
by local NAACP members, including Trotter.
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Andrew Trotter photo

Las Cruces Mayor Tommy Graham signs the city’s fair housing ordinance in 1968

that opened home purchases to blacks. Members of the NAACP who pushed for the
change and attended the signing were Andrew Trotter, JoAnn Jones, Alfred Rucks,
Sam Bone, Marilyn Basler, Willie Mae Jones, Dr. George Brown and Jackie Johnson.

Off-road enthusiasts
take Chile Challenge

Four-wheelers and off-road enthusiasts will
once again have a chance to explore the scenic
—and bumpy — Dofia Ana County terrain dur-
ing the 22nd annual Chile Challenge.

Held by the Las Cruces Four Wheel Drive
Club, the off-road event began Wednesday,
Feb. 22, and will continue through Saturday,
Feb. 25, beginning at the Southern New Mex-
ico Fair Grounds, 10 miles west of Las Cruces
off Interstate 10, and will cover portions of
Dona Ana County operated by the Bureau of
Land Management.

According to event organizers, the Chile
Challenge gives drivers of four-wheel vehicles
the opportunity to explore trails in a super-
vised, nationally recognized, four-wheeling
event. This family-friendly event is designed
for drivers of any experience level.

“It’s an event that covers a lot of Dona Ana
County,” said Tom Phillips, supervisor for Rec-
reation and Cultural Resources for BLM. “All
of the driving takes place on existing, open
vehicle routes. It’s not and off-highway vehicle
activity.”

Phillips said there are various routes driv-
ers can take — some of which any vehicle with
four-wheel drive will be able to handle and
others that are more challenging.

Each ride is lead by an experienced trail
leader who manages the run, makes sure all
participants complete the run, oversees the
climb over significant obstacles, if needed, and
stays in communications with each vehicle
via a CB radio. There is no competition, just
the challenge of the trail. Runs last four to six
hours and riders are encouraged to bring wa-
ter, lunch and snacks.

The Chile Challenge is for registered partic-
ipants only. Walk-in registration for trail runs
will be available for a $50 per day fee. This will
be available on a first-come, first-served basis
until trail quotas are full. For more informa-
tion, visit www.chilechallenge.org or email
chilechallenge2012@gmail.com.

New women'’s group

forming for region

The United Way of Southwest New Mexico
is establishing an affinity group to develop a
powerful, local network of caring women

Don’t Miss This

February 23, 24 and 25 (Thursday thru Saturday) ¢ 10am-6pm

Special Fine Rug Sale Event - 3 Days Only

Cutter Gallery is hosting a very special fine rugs sale event where you select from an
extensive collection of handmade rugs with special savings.
This event is being conducted by AZADI Fine Rugs at Cutter Gc:llery in Las Cruces
on Feb. 23 24 and 25 (Thurs. thru Sat.) g :

B Cutter Gallery

“INE ART* \NrIQl

ES* JEWELRY

2440 El Paseo, Las Cruces, NM 88001 « 575.541.0658

2640 El Paseo, Las Cruces, NM
575-541-0658
HURRY IN FOR THE BEST SELECTION NOW! ¢ 3 Days Only ¢ Feb. 23, 24, & 25 ¢« 10am to 6pm
On Sat. Feb. 25th at 9am to 10am -- Come to the Seminar "Find the Magic to the Art of Rugs".
For More Information Please Visit www.azadifinerugs.com

leaders who are standing up and taking ac-
tion to strengthen our community through
mentoring others to drive change.

Called Women Inspiring the Next Genera-
tion, or WINGS, the new group will be one of
a network of more than 100 women’s leader-
ship councils across the country as a part of
the United Way worldwide organization.

Members will invest time, professional ex-
pertise and talent to advance causes for women
and residents of southwest New Mexico.

Those interested are invited to the Wom-
en’s Leadership Mixer at 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 1, at Lorenzo’s Ristorante Italiano de
Mesilla, 1,750 Calle De Mercado.

For more information or to RSVP, contact
Sara Velo at the United Way office at 524-7561
or sara@unitedwayswnm.org.

DAAC hosts discussion

How important are the arts to New Mexico’s
growing economy? What can be done to help
increase the growth in New Mexico’s creative
economy? These questions and more will be the
focus of a discussion hosted by the Dofia Ana
Arts Council at 1 p.m. Thursday, March 1, at
the Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. Main St. Those
involved in the art community are encouraged
to attend this free event. For more information,
call 523-6403.

Las Cruces Convention Center
www.LasCrucesHomeAndGarden.com

Sponsored by the
LAs CRUCES SUN-NEws

Adults $5
Children under 12 are FREE
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BY DAVID MCCOLLUM

Getting married?

Our wedding guide and the Las Cruces bridal fair
will help you plan your perfect Las Cruces wedding

In this week’s home delivered Bulletin, and at newsstands throughout Las Cruces,
readers will find the 2012 edition of our annual wedding guide titled “Perfect Southwest
Weddings.” In this special full color, glossy magazine, future brides can find everything
they need to plan their special day.

Also, on Sunday, Feb. 26, the Bulletin has joined with Helping Hands Event Planning
and the Las Cruces Convention Center to host the second annual Las Cruces Bridal and
Special Events Showcase. The event will be held from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the convention
center, where a wide range of exhibitors will be on hand to assist brides-to-be as they
plan for their wedding events.

This year’s Las Cruces wedding guide is the seventh magazine produced by the
Bulletin. The first guide, in 2006, almost didn’t happen.

In mid-January 2006, we had just put the finishing touches on our second New
Mexico Legislative Guide, a 36-page magazine that, at that time, had required the
commitment, energy and skills of every member of our Bulletin team, from editorial to
sales to graphic design.

Our relatively small staff put their heart and souls into this unique legislative
magazine. For nearly a month, through the holiday season, our staff had worked
virtually around the clock to ensure the legislative guide was comprehensive, accurate
and well-designed. When it was completed and sent to the printer, everyone, including
me, sighed a deep breath of relief, knowing we had successfully completed this major
project and that it would be another year before we faced the deadline of the next year’s
guide.

However, just as the legislative guide project was being completed, a group of staff
members, with representatives from each department, asked to meet with Jaki and me.
My first thought was “Oh no, the staff is burned out from the work they did on the
legislative guide, and they are going to request that we not do another one.” However, to
my surprise, the staff asked if we would allow them to produce another new magazine,
and that this new product would be a directory for local brides-to-be. They suggested
they could do it by the end of February.

My initial response was that we were recovering from the legislative project, and we
couldn’t possibly design and sell another magazine in such a short time frame. However,
this group was well prepared, and Jaki and I were impressed with the work they had
done in planning for this new publication. They had already designed a cover and had
prepared lists of their planned feature stories and advertising prospects. They said they
were confident they could complete the wedding guide within the next month.

One thing I have learned in my career is the biggest challenge of producing a new
product is that there must be a champion who can motivate others to get excited
about the project. In this case, we had several champions who had already motivated
themselves to make the new wedding guide happen.

Had I said “no” to the project, I would have been the dumbest manager, ever.
Fortunately, I said “yes.” The first guide exceeded our goal, and now, seven years later, has
grown into a beautiful, 100-page glossy magazine distributed regionally throughout the
year. Also, with our partnership with Helping Hands Event Planners and the Las Cruces
Convention Center, we are pleased to be part of the Bridal and Special Events Showcase.

This has all happened because a small group of people had a vision of what they
could and wanted to do. I am proud of those original visionaries, just as I am proud
of today’s Bulletin team who continue to come up with new ideas, and execute them
well. Additionally, other entrepreneurs, such as Dawn Starostka at Helping Hands and
David Hicks at the convention center, and scores of independently owned businesses are
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Letter to the Editor

Honor senior volunteers

The search is on for New Mexico’s out-
standing senior volunteers — and we’re asking
your audience to help us find them.

Sponsored by Home Instead Senior
Care, the Salute to Senior Service program
recognizes senior volunteers for the many
contributions they make in their local com-
munities. We also are encouraging friends,
co-workers and family members to nomi-
nate deserving seniors for possible state and
national honors.

Nominations will be accepted through
March 15. Fifty state winners and one na-
tional winner will be introduced during Older
Americans Month in May when $5,000 will
be donated to the national winner’s charity of
choice.

I hope you will consider informing your
audience about this unique opportunity to
honor seniors who donate their time and
talents to local schools, hospitals and other
community organizations.

Please let me know if you have questions
or if you would like me to arrange interviews
with program sponsors and local senior
volunteers. Call 888-296-2411 ext. 8, or email
joni@alberscommunications.com.

Joni Williams
Home Instead Senior Care

Cervantes commended

On behalf of the board and staff of Think
New Mexico, I am writing to commend state
Rep. Joseph Cervantes for his hard work and
leadership during the 2012 legislative session,
which ensured the passage of long overdue
reforms to the state’s troubled Public Regula-
tion Commission (PRC).

Cervantes was the lead sponsor of House
Joint Resolution 11, which proposes a consti-
tutional amendment to increase qualifications
for PRC commissioners. Under his guidance,
the bill passed the House (as well as both of
its House committees) on unanimous votes.

Unfortunately, HJR 11 ran into some road-
blocks in the Senate, and by the time it passed
that chamber there was less than an hour to go
in the session. Because the Senate had amended
the bill, the House had to vote to concur with
the Senate’s changes — and by that time, a fili-
buster was underway in the House over other
measures. Cervantes worked with lawmakers
on both sides of the aisle to pause the filibuster
long enough to allow the House to approve the
final PRC reform legislation.

Thanks to his exceptional efforts, the
people of New Mexico will have the opportu-
nity to vote on this important reform.

Fred Nathan
Think New Mexico

The Las Cruces Bulletin invites readers to submit letters, preferably by email to editor@lascrucesbulletin.com. They
can be sent in by fax at 526-4621. Letters also can be mailed or dropped off at 840 N. Telshor Blvd., Suite E.,
88011. Letters should not exceed 200 words and must include the writer's name, address and telephone number
for verification. Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters may be edited for length or content.

helping to put Las Cruces on the map as a place to be.
And, on Sunday, Feb. 26, the place to be is the Bridal and Special Events Showcase.
Hope to see you there.
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Maybe mainana, Hanna

With legislative session over, attention turns to primaries

Jay Miller
Inside the Capitol

Why can’t Hanna Skandera, secretary-designate of the state
Public Education Department, get confirmed? Two regular
sessions and one special session of the New Mexico Legislature
have chosen not to even give her a hearing.

The reasons include the political. Gov. Susana Martinez
must get cabinet appointees and certain other high officials
confirmed by the state Senate. When the governor and Senate
are of different parties, political games sometimes are played.
Even when the governor and Senate are of the same party, the
Senate Rules Committee often toys with a nominee or two as
hostages for bargaining purposes.

Skandera happens to be the most controversial of Marti-
nez’s appointees. She wouldn’t have been if Harrison “Jack”
Schmitt had chosen to go through the confirmation process.

Schmitt was nominated to head our Energy, Minerals and
Natural Resources Department, but withdrew after becoming
aware that environmentalists were about to make a big deal
out of his position, as a geologist, that global warming is due
more to natural, rather than human, causes.

The word was that Schmitt would not get the local-hero
treatment despite leading the geological exploration of the
moon and returning to represent New Mexico in the U.S. Sen-
ate from 1976-82. He was born in Santa Rita and remained in
the state after being defeated by Sen. Jeff Bingaman. Schmitt
didn’t survive re-election, but neither did Rick Santorum. And

look where he is now.

Skandera, on the other hand, is new to New Mexico and
has never taught school. That and bringing in a lot of new
ideas has made her road bumpy. She has a slightly different
take on her situation, however.

“New Mexico is an unbelievably relational state,” Skandera
told Santa Fe New Mexican reporter Robert Nott.

No, it doesn’t have anything to do with nepotism. It means
that establishing relationships with those you are trying to
influence is more important here than in other states.

If you have always lived in New Mexico, you never may
have realized that wanting to know people before we let them
influence us is not common in most of the country.

I came to this realization years ago in my first career when I
was asked to help a teacher leader in Lordsburg who was hav-
ing great difficulty selling an idea to her superintendent.

When we arrived at his office, I began the conversation by
saying I was born there. The superintendent and I shared sto-
ries about people we mutually knew. When I got to the point
of our visit, it didn’t take long to reach agreement.

Afterward, the teacher thanked me, but offered that I had
wasted valuable time chatting. I replied that I felt we still
would be haggling if I hadn’t established a relationship first.

The teacher replied that it didn’t work that way where she
came from.

I've thought about that experience often and haven’t
changed my style a bit. ’'m currently trying to bring an out-
of-state documentary filmmaker together with a New Mexican
with valuable information. She won’t release it until she can sit
down and talk with him personally. He doesn’t understand.

Skandera does understand. She said there is a beauty in

Becoming the ‘more jobs state’

Limiting economic growth is a priority for some people

Michael Swickard
In My Opinion

Two things are true for the majority of high school students
in New Mexico, especially in the smaller communities.

First, if these young people get a college degree, they will
make considerably more money in their lifetime than if they
do not. Additionally, they will have many more opportunities
with a college degree than without. Second, if they get a college
degree, there is a better-than-average chance they will have to
relocate elsewhere in the state or more than likely in the nation.

College-required jobs are at a premium in New Mexico
outside of finance and engineering. In the public sector there
are education jobs. The colleges in New Mexico graduate many
students who find that the job market forces them to leave the
state. There is no gun to their head, but for ambitious graduates
it is obvious companies in New Mexico are just holding on, not
leading the nation.

Nothing is more heartbreaking for parents than having
children move out of state. Imagine that as a parent you have
worked hard to send your children to college. Naturally, you are
relieved when your children graduate, but then crushed when
they tell you about the seven job offers they received, not one
from a company in New Mexico. These poor parents will spend
untold hours in airports because their children could not find a
job in the state. It is the only way to see their grandchildren.

So why are there so few commercial professional jobs locally?
It would seem to me that the reason for fewer jobs is because
the climate for commercial economic development locally is
very anti-business. The definition of anti-business is doing
those things that make it harder to be in business than it ought
to be. For example, everyone in business has to do paperwork.
Anti-business is when you have to go round and round with a
government agency about the paperwork which you have done
correctly, but they ignore.

This unfriendly attitude toward business is not a new prob-
lem. It has been this way since the 1960s, and unless something
changes, it will be this way forever. Many leaders in New Mexico
have never made a payroll, and look down their noses at those
people who own their own businesses. Many like the safe jobs
working for the state where they get all holidays off and never
have to work at night.

When I graduated from New Mexico State University with
my bachelor’s degree in 1972, I was forced to relocate even

though I would have rather stayed in Las Cruces. Why did I
leave? There were no professional jobs in town for my degree.
Years later, I was finally able to return by taking a considerable
pay cut from my out-of-state job. I am glad to have returned
and live in this state but it did require coming back to an anti-
business world.

There are two reasons for the long-term lack of economic
growth. For some people, New Mexico is perfect as is. They
want to keep its quaint and charming ambiance. Lacking that,
they want as little growth as possible. They resist providing any
incentives to bring companies to our area.

The second group concerns me more. For them, the real
conflict is that commercial growth is fueled by people making a
profit. These people do not support commercial activity because
they are anti-capitalism. Some of the second group, even seem
to be employed by the local, county and state government. Their
priority is making rules to limit economic growth.

Real economic growth comes from jobs. It is an immutable
truth that the way to depress economic growth is to place
barriers to economic development. The biggest barriers to
economic growth are rules and regulations like impact fees for
businesses and zoning. Each rule slows growth and discour-
ages new businesses.

Iam a capitalist and proud of it. I went to college to make
more money. We need to develop the commercial economic
base in our area so our children can go to college and then stay
in the area. One way to start is with our local government. Iden-
tify those people who think that making money is bad. They
need to be fired.

Michael Swickard is co-host of radio talk show News New Mexico on
KSNM-AM 570. Swickard may be contacted at michael@swickard.com.

New Patients Welcome
Accepts All Insurance -

Primary Care * Women’s Health
Pediatrics * Adolescents
Adult ¢ Geriatrics

TELSHOR FAMILY CLINIC, LLC’

2901 Hillrise Dr.
Open 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. |

Monday - Friday !’ !
Kanaka Chelliah, MD
65 2'4048 Board Certified in Family Medicine

Opinions | A5
the New Mexico way. It is a lot slower. And maybe it wastes
valuable time. Maybe it is a reason we lag behind in so many
important areas. But we are the Land of Mafana. We’re not
trying to hide the fact.

Martinez is standing behind her secretary-designee. So it
appears Skandera still has time to build relationships with
lawmakers and educators.

Skandera says not being confirmed doesn’t bother her
because she has the same powers. She’s right, but maybe some
deference to the Legislature would help move some of her
initiatives.

And maybe a confirmation hearing at this point would not
be in her interest. The Rules Committee says it will invite com-
munities from throughout the state to her hearing.

If the vote goes against her, she’s out.

Jay Miller may be contacted at insidethecapitol@hotmail.com.

Letters to the Editor

The sound of freedom

Once again, I hear people complaining about the
Navy pilots training at Las Cruces International.

The sound of those Navy training aircraft and the
sight of those orange planes are the sights and sounds of
freedom. Those young pilots are preparing to put their
lives on the line for all Americans when they eventually
set sail for the part of our world where battles are raging
and sabers are rattling.

An intense training regimen is required to train these
young men and women who are doing a job that most
Americans would not do. Their average age is probably
in the low 20s and they are getting ready to profession-
ally and capably carry out their duties.

We have to remember those who are training this
young cadre. We have to remember the maintenance
folks who keep a well-maintained multi-million dollar
airplane so that it can safely take off, fly and land — these
are America’s sons and daughters, brothers and sisters.

Fair winds and following seas are wished to the avia-
tors and support people. I know that many support you
and are proud of you.

Mark Best
Mortgage action needed

After long debates on a wide range of issues, one bill
that would have helped thousands of homeowners in
New Mexico failed to clear the Senate even after several
champions of the bill urged its passage.

Senate Bill 1, The Mortgage Fair Foreclosure Act
did not have the votes in the Senate to move forward.
Coupled with the meager AG settlement that came
down recently to help homeowners the message is clear:
“Let homeowners drown.”

Rose Ann Vasquez, a homeowner who is fighting
foreclosure said, “The AG settlement is an insult to those
who have lost their homes, and I was disappointed that
SB 1 did not pass.”

The need for relief is clear to many, but perhaps not
to our state legislature.

We are going to continue to fight for our families,
even if our legislators and community banks won’t.

We plan on moving principal reduction, local relief for
homeowners and continuing to pressure the state to
enforce due diligence on the part of big banks.

Sarah Nolan
Comunidades en Accion y de Fé (CAFé)
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By Bonnie Burn

Las Cruces Bulletin

Public education was in the news during the
recent New Mexico legislative session. Issues
about funding, early childhood education,
retention of non-proficient student readers and
evaluations of principals, teachers, students
and schools were on the table.

After more than a year of study, the League
of Women Voters of Greater Las Cruces
completed a comprehensive study of public
education in Las Cruces, a study that rein-
forced our commitment to public schools as
the primary method for educating students,
kindergarten through 12th grade. The issues
of school finance, early childhood education
and performance evaluation were addressed
in the position we adopted in October 2011.

We believe that funding for public educa-
tion should be the highest of state budget
priorities. Public education is the cornerstone
to building and maintaining a strong and vi-
able democracy, and in our current economic
circumstances, a quality education is a specific
need for work force employment. We support
a funding formula that provides a high-quality
education for all students and is consistently
and fairly applied across the state.

Throughout our research, we found an
emphasis on the importance of early child-
hood education. We support collaboration
among a broad base of community orga-
nizations, social service agencies and the
local school system to provide parents with
programs to assist their children from birth
to age 5 in acquiring language experiences
that prepare them for success in kindergarten

Las Cruces Bulletin

Early childhood education is critical
Change will take a ‘robust effort’ on the part of all involved

and beyond. We also support programs that
are welcoming and inclusive of parents from
economically disadvantaged families.

We support evaluation of teachers, students
and school performance that focuses on
student academic progress rather than rigid
standards of proficiency. Testing should be
focused on measuring student progress in
all core academic subject areas over frequent
intervals, and timely results should be provided
to teachers to guide the design of instruction to
aid individual student progress.

Teacher performance evaluations must
be comprehensive and include criteria that
demonstrate the teacher’s in-depth knowl-
edge in core academic subjects and pedagogy.
Currently in New Mexico, individual teacher
performance evaluation plans are developed at
the local school system level and are tied to the
Public Education Department’s rigorous three-
tiered licensure standards.

These standards are based on increasing
levels of personal, professional growth and job
performance observations. The league recom-
mends the assessment of the performance of
schools and of teachers be based on multiple
factors that indicate not only the overall quality
of the education provided to the students but
also improvements in student academic growth
measured through multiple methods, not
solely through standardized tests.

We believe important goals for all students in
a public education system are an understanding
of the nature of democracy, the responsibilities
of citizenship, the ability to think critically and
the acquisition of skills necessary to continue
to learn and function as adults in a complex
society. Analysis of decades of education
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PECAN FOOD FANTASY CONTEST

Sunday, March 4, 2012
Hotel Encanto

Sponsored by
Western Pecan Growers Association

1. All entries are due on Sunday, March 4, 2012 between 9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

2. Entries must be a homemade food containing PECANS.

3. Exhibitors must submit a legible completed ENTRY FORM with each entry.

4. Entries will not be accepted unless in disposable containers. Refrigeration is available.
5. Out-of-Town entries mailed in must arrive by Friday, March 2, 2012. The association
will not be responsible for any damages incurred. Mail to:

Dofia Ana County Extension Service
530 N. Church
Las Cruces, NM 88005

CATEGORIES: TRADITIONAL PECAN PIE

**Must show original and modified version of recipe. Only modified version of entry must be turned in.

For further information contact Karin Davidson at 649-9256, Gayla Weaver or Karim
Martinez at 525-6649. All entries and recipes become the property of W.PG.A.

APPETIZERS (4 servings)
UNUSUAL DESSERTS (4 servings)
CANDY (12 pieces)
COOKIES
Drop Cookies (12 cookies)
Bar Cookies (12 bars)
Tarts (12 tarts)
Other Cookies (12 cookies)
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE**
Cakes (1)
Appetizers (4 servings)
Unusual Desserts (4 servings)
Cookies (12 cookies)

e o s e o 0 o c 0 ¢ 00— 00— 0 ¢ 0 C ¢ ¢ C 00— 00— —— 0 ——c —— 0

> o > 0 0 0 ¢ ¢’ 00— 0 0 > > 00— 0 0

research provides clear evidence that the single
greatest predictor of unsuccessful education
outcomes is socioeconomic inequality.

During the 2010-11 school year, the Las
Cruces Public Schools (LCPS) rate of eco-
nomically disadvantaged students was 61.7
percent, nearly three times the national rate.
Obviously, LCPS teachers and administrators
face huge challenges.

Yet, in spite of these challenges, over the last
several years for which there is available data for
the student cohorts graduating in 2008, 2009,
and 2010, the high school graduation rate went
up more than 17 points from 54 percent to 71.2
percent. The overall state rate for children living
in poverty is 30 percent (half that of LCPS) and
the state graduation rate was 67.3 percent in 2010.

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Friday, February 24, 2012

Additionally, careful examination of the
reading and math proficiency scores posted on
the LCPS website for the school year 2010-2011
shows that most schools made marked prog-
ress in student achievement even though many
failed by a few percentage points of meeting
the higher standards set by the Public Educa-
tion Department for that year.

In summary, we believe that the LCPS
administrators and teachers have made
remarkable progress and deserve much credit.
However, to change the outcomes for all stu-
dents to the extent that represents true success
for all, it will take a robust effort on the part of
parents and community leaders to collaborate
with students, schools and elected officials to
support the needed changes that will make this
achievement possible.

For more information about the league’s
study, visit www.lwvglc.org.

Bonnie Burn is president of the League of Women
Voters of Greater Las Cruces.
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The 10 percent

Ten percent of the people do 90 percent of the work

And they get to do it for nuthin’! And that’s not the only perk,
They’re asked to donate to causes, contribute their cash and their time,

Get up early, usually stay late, and always claim they don’t mind.
They serve on boards and commissions, participate in the potluck,

Bring snacks for the kindergarteners, for hayrides that furnish the truck.
They take their turn on the fair board, as deacons or soccer moms

Jury duty or Salvation Army, ringing bells and gathering alms.
Raise funds for endless projects, the Food Bank, the FFA

Missions in far away countries, Girl Scouts and the PTA
Call on the shut-ins, fight cancer, or maybe teach others to read,

Through Rotary, Lions or Kiwanis, they work to fulfill a need.
The 10 percent you can count on to sign up, to help and belong

Always ready and willing, they make our communities strong.
They often don’t get the glory or noticed by everyone,

But they’re easy to find at a party, cleanin’ up after it’s done.
What causes man to serve his fellow man? At best, I discern

Not money. Sometimes a ‘thanks’ is all that they’ll earn.
And it can’t be evolution, where only the toughest survive,

Or lessons learned in a classroom ... “Compassion, see page 25™
But it’s there in certain people, giving satisfies their needs

You can’t find it in a brain scan, but you can see it in their deeds
No physical exam can spot it, it won’t show up on the chart

But if I had to guess what IT is, I'd say it comes from the heart.
So I'll just admit that we’re lucky the 10 percent are right here

’Cause without them nothing would happen, and they do it all volunteer.

VOL from the Greek meaning: work like a horse
UNTEER meaning: without pay

Baxter Black may be contacted through his website at www.baxterblack.com.
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By Bernadette Montoya

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

One of the most important decisions
students make when planning for their higher
education is whether to take on debt.

The decisions students make have a
long-range impact, so we at New
Mexico State University, including
our community colleges in Alamog-
ordo, Carlsbad, Dofia Ana County
and Grants, do all that we can to
help students meet the costs of their
education. Keeping our costs afford-
able is important, but so is helping
students make informed decisions
that will best fit their educational
goals, family circumstances, career
choices and other considerations.

The first way NMSU helps is to keep costs
down. We strive to do everything possible in
this regard, despite facing the challenges of
shrinking state revenues and our need to retain
and recruit excellent faculty. One way to mea-
sure the affordability of an education at NMSU
is to compare our costs with those of similar
institutions in the region. Such a comparison
shows that NMSU’s costs are competitive with
regional universities, and our tuition and fees
are less than most of our peer institutions.

NMSU also works with students to help
them get financial aid. Our Office of Financial
Aid and Scholarship Services helps students
understand the different rules and obligations
for grants, scholarships, loans and work study
funds. We help students through the applica-
tion process so they can qualify for assistance
when they are eligible. When NMSU students
consider taking out loans to help pay for col-
lege, they get entrance counseling and annual
counseling each subsequent year they are
enrolled in the NMSU system. Federal regula-
tions require this counseling only for first-time
borrowers; we do it for all borrowers.

Former students who are now paying
off their loans were recently helped by
the new U.S. Department of Education

MONTOYA
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Financing an education
NMSU helps students address the challenges

Income Borrower Repayment Plans. These
new guidelines limit some students to loan
payments of no more than 10 percent of
their disposable income and can decrease
the interest rate for students who have more
than one type of loan.

Keeping costs low and helping students
get aid for which they are eligible
has been a good approach for our
students. NMSU was recently recog-
nized in the U.S. News & World Re-
port list of Best National Universities
for 2012 because the average student
debt for our graduates is among the
lowest in the country.

Our efforts to keep costs af-
fordable have helped the university
receive other national recognition.
Last year, NMSU improved its
standing in Washington Monthly’s annual
College Guide, jumping more than 50 places
and ranking among the top 150 in the guide’s
“National University” category. Washington
Monthly’s rankings consider traditional mea-
sures of quality such as research, but also con-
tribution to the public good. Their rankings
value recruiting and graduating low-income
students, producing cutting-edge research and
encouraging students to give something back
to their community.

Across the nation, students have been chal-
lenged by the costs of higher education. Families
are often limited in what they can financially
contribute to meet these costs, so many students
have no choice but to obtain loans to cover the
costs of their education.

We admire their determination, their com-
mitment to obtaining an education and their
steadfast work toward graduation. We also do
everything we can to help our students under-
stand the complex choices they face when it
comes to addressing the financial challenges of
obtaining a first-rate education at NMSU.

Bernadette Montoya is vice president for Student
Affairs and Enrollment Management at New Mexico
State University.
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Engineering week

Remember those who make modern life possible

By Ricardo Jacquez

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

Engineers on the campus at New Mexico
State University and across the nation are
currently celebrating National Engineers
Week under the theme “7 billion
people, 7 billion dreams, 7 billion
chances for engineers to turn
dreams into reality.”

There are many challenges
facing our world that require
immediate engineering solutions,
and this week is set aside to ac-
knowledge the positive contri-
butions that engineers make to

past two months), licenses and spin-off busi-
nesses, thereby strengthening the economy. We
also work to make sure roads, bridges, water
and electricity meet societal needs.

As engineers, we are committed to help-
ing businesses grow and expand, as well:
Our Engineering New Mexico
Resource Network delivers pro-
fessional development programs
to ensure a technically skilled
workforce remains adaptable,
innovative and relevant.

Opver the years, our engineers
have provided assistance to busi-
nesses across the state. We are
expanding workshop offerings

improving society.

Engineering is the hub of
innovation that radiates to almost all
important aspects of modern life — energy,
manufacturing, basic infrastructure, health
care, environment and security. Engineers
apply math and science to design innovative
technologies that lead to business develop-
ment which, in turn, creates jobs.

As New Mexico’s oldest and largest engi-
neering college, NMSU has made significant
contributions to the economy as well as had
an impact on the state’s historical technolog-
ical leadership through our national labora-
tories, military bases and engineering-based
businesses, many of which were launched
by our graduates. We contribute to NMSU’s
land-grant mission by fulfilling a critical
role in serving the educational needs of
diverse populations through comprehensive
programs of education, research, outreach
and public service.

Offering 23 undergraduate, graduate
and doctoral programs, we take pride in our
commitment to providing a highly skilled and
ethnically diverse talent pool for the region’s
high-tech businesses that is prepared to meet
real-world challenges. We promote innovation
through new patents (three of them within the

JACQUEZ

in water management, renewable
energy, pollution prevention and
energy efficiency to assist small businesses,
agribusinesses and homeowners.

Perhaps even more important are
the College of Engineering kindergarten
through 12th-grade programs that support
educational attainment in career fields that
require critical thinking, problem solving
and a desire to advance society. Last year, we
reached more than 5,250 students through
hands-on experiences designed specifically
to pique their interest in science, technology,
engineering and math.

Our state leaders have recognized the
value in supporting STEM education. The
formula for funding higher-education
institutions has been recently revamped to
drive outcome measures that include in-
creasing the number of students graduating
with STEM degrees.

As you go about your daily routine this
week, driving a car, using a cell phone, turn-
ing on your lights, taking a nice hot shower,
or surfing the Internet, join us in celebrating
everything that engineers do to make our
world a better place.

Ricardo B. Jacquez is the dean and a regents
professor in the college of engineering at NMSU.

Did you know
that the DEADLINE
to apply for
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Is MARCH 12
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Anyone for
table tennis?

Table tennis games are
played from 9 to 10:30 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day at the Mesilla Park Rec-
reation Center, 304 W. Bell
Ave., in Room No. 10. Players
of all skill levels are welcome
to bring their paddles and
join the fun. For more infor-
mation, call Bess Hobson at
405-6615.

Girls Can! set

The Girls Can! Career
Exploration Conference will
provide an opportunity for
sixth-grade girls to explore
several exciting career possi-
bilities from 8 a.m. to noon
Saturday, March 10, at Lynn
Middle School, 950 S. Walnut
St. The workshop presenters
— all local women — will con-
duct hands-on workshops for
the girls and share informa-
tion about their careers.

Workshops will include
careers such as marine biolo-
gist, park ranger, nursing, law,
border patrol, dramatic arts,
engineering, dentistry and
construction. The conference
is intended to be a fun-filled
and rewarding experience for
all who attend.

Participants will enjoy
breakfast and conversation
with women athletes from
New Mexico State University
before attending three work-
shops of their choosing dur-
ing the morning.

A separate parents’ work-
shop, including sessions de-
signed to support the parents
of middle-school girls, will be
held at the same time.

Cost for the conference is
$5 per student and $5 for one
or both parents. Scholarships
are available.

Registration materials
have been made available
at  all middle schools in
Hatch and Las Cruces and
to participating elementary
schools in the Gadsden
Independent School District.
Completed registration forms
must be returned to schools
by Friday, Feb. 24. Any sixth-
grade student who wishes to
attend and has not received
a registration form at school
may contact Bonnie Eisenberg
at mizbons@comcast.net to
request a form.

Girls Can! Career Explora-
tion Conference is sponsored
by the Las Cruces branch of
the American Association of
University Women.

For more information,
email Eisenberg at mizbons@
comcast.net.

Guided hikes

at monument

The Prehistoric Track-
ways National Monument
is now offering guided hikes
to the Discovery Site where
2,500 slabs of trackways were
excavated by citizen scientist
Jerry MacDonald and now
make up the Jerry MacDon-
ald Paleozoic Trackways col-
lection at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History
and Science.

The trackways contain
footprints of numerous am-
phibians, reptiles and insects
(including previously un-
known species), plants and
petrified wood dating back
280 million years, which col-
lectively provide new oppor-
tunities to understand animal
behaviors and environments
from a time predating dino-
saurs. The site contains the
most scientifically significant
Early Permian track sites in
the world.

The Prehistoric Trackways
National Monument was es-
tablished in 2009 to conserve,
protect and enhance the
unique and nationally impor-
tant paleontological, scientific,
educational, scenic and recre-
ational resources and values
of the Robledo Mountains in
southern New Mexico. The
monument includes a major
deposit of Paleozoic Era fos-
silized footprint megatrack-
ways within approximately
5,280 acres.

The hikes, which will be
offered on certain dates this
spring, are about two miles
long and are guided by a park
ranger. The ranger will meet
hikers at the wayside exhibits
off of Permian Track Road.
Hikes are scheduled for 10 a.m.
Saturdays, March 17 and 31; 9
a.m. Saturday, April 14; and 8
a.m. Saturday, April 28.

For more information, call
McKinney Briske at 525-4334,
Mike Downs at 525-4351 or
visit www.las-cruces-media.
org/pdf/PTNM-guided-hike.
pdf.

Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary
Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”

Pet of the Week

Annie, an Anatolian Shepherd,
Born mid-2011. Annie is a
medium sized youngster who
is full of energy. She will do
fine with other dogs as well as

840-D El Paseo

Safe Haven
Animal
i) SQNCtuary

575-805-5338
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Wild Turkey

Federation

The Las Cruces affiliate
of the National Wild Turkey
Federation, the Mesilla Valley
Longbeards, will host its an-
nual banquet and fundrais-
ing event at 6 p.m. Saturday,
March 3, at the Days Inn Con-
ference Center, 901 Avenida
de Mesilla.

The banquet will feature
a buffet, and fundraising ac-
tivities will include games,
raffles and auctions that fea-
ture unique wildlife art and
outdoors-oriented products
and accessories.

The funds raised by this
nonprofit group go to various
conservation and community
outreach efforts supported by
the NWTE. Limited seating is
available.

For more information, call
644-7751.

Debates
scheduled

New Mexico State Univer-
sity student organization Ag-
gie Solidarity will be hosting
the first in a series of campus
political debates at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 28, in the Cor-
bett Center Student Union
Auditorium.

Participants will be repre-
sentatives of the NMSU Col-
lege Democrats, College Re-
publicans and Aggie Solidarity,
representing the radical left.

The topic for the evening
will be “The Economic Crisis.”
Future debates will be held at
7 p-m. Tuesday, March 27, and
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 24, in
Hardman Hall, Room 106.

The public is invited to
attend. This debate will be
moderated by Dennis Clason,
associate professor of applied
statistics in the College of
Business. For more informa-
tion about the debates and
Aggie Solidarity, visit http://
nmsuaggiesolidarity.org.

AARP offers tax

preparation

AARP will be offering free
tax preparation from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, and from 8:30 a.m.
to noon on Friday through
April 13, at 3880 Foothills
Road. Evening hours will be

offered from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

In addition, taxes will be
prepared from 1 to 4 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays at the
Anthony Women’s Intercul-
tural Center, 303 Lincoln St.
in Anthony, N.M. For more
information, call 527-8799 or
800-657-8967.

Great
Conversations
announced

Great Conversations, an
open discussion forum on
current topics of interest, will
have a discussion from 3 to
4:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25, at
the Branigan Cultural Center,
501 N. Main St. The topic is
“Youth in Graffiti and Street
Art”

Youths from the Court
Youth Center’s after school
graffiti and street art program
and Stephanie Preciado, CYC
public ally/visual arts coor-
dinator will discuss the im-
portance of public art in the
community and how CYC has
helped transform Las Cruces
in the public art realm

A second discussion will
be from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Court Youth Center Per-
forming Arts Center, 402 W.
Court Ave., at which the Great
Conversation series hosts a
showing of “A Call To Unity,”
a 56-minute docudrama de-
picting Martin Luther King Jr.
drafting his “Letter From the
Birmingham Jail.” For more
information, visit  http://
thegreatconversationlascru-
cesnm.blogspot.com.

Republican
pre-primary
convention set

The Dofla Ana County Re-
publican Party pre-primary
nominating convention will
be from 8:30 am. to 12:30
p-m. Saturday, Feb. 25, at the
New Mexico Farm & Ranch
Heritage Museum, 4100 Drip-
ping Springs Road. Registra-
tion begins at 7:30 a. m. There
is a $10 registration fee. At the
event, attendees will choose
representatives to the Dofia
Ana County and New Mexico
conventions. For more infor-
mation, call 526-1332.
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Coming Up

Ciclovia Sunday

Las Crucens looking for a
fun way to get healthy and ac-
tive can participate in monthly
Ciclovia health events from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26,
at Young Park, 1955 E. Nevada
Ave. Ciclovia is free and offers
horseshoes, walking, jogging,
dancing, Zumba, Yoga, vol-
leyball, jump rope, jumping
balloon and more. These fun
physical activity events will be
held each month through Oc-
tober at Young Park.

Ciclovia is sponsored by
the Dona Ana Diabetes Ac-
tion Coalition and the South-
ern New Mexico Diabetes
Outreach, a nonprofit organi-
zation is fiscal sponsor.

For more information,
call June Donohue at 522-
0289 or for information in
Spanish call Beatriz Favela at
202-2376.

Senior games
registration

Registration for the Dona
Ana County Senior Olympics
is now in progress. Registra-
tion can be completed at the
Frank O. Papen Commu-
nity Center, 304 W. Bell Ave.
(Formerly the Mesilla Park
Community Center). Anyone
over the age of 50 is eligible to
compete in one or more of 26
sports and activities. For more
information, call 541-5171.

Mountain View
Market events

Mountain View Market
Natural Foods Cooperative,
1300 El Paseo Road, Suite M,
has announced its events in
March.

+  Psychic Readings and
Energetic Healings: Noon
to 2 p.m. Thursdays,
March 1 and 15. Dawn
Cheney performs readings
and healings in the Co-op
Café. Donations accepted.
For more information, call
233-1108.

+  Mountain View Market
tour: 6 to 7 p.m. Thurs-
days, March 1 and 15.
Participants can learn
how to shop savvy,
maximize membership
benefits, and meet dietary
needs. All store tours are
free and both members
and non-members are

welcome to attend.

Feral cat care: 6 to 7:30
p-m. Tuesday, March 6. Na-
tionally recognized expert
on feral cat care Joe Miele
will present “Trap, Neuter
and Return and Winter
Feral Cat Care.”

Farm Volunteer Days: 9 to
11 a.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, March 7, 10, 14,
21,24 and 28, at the MVM
Farm in Mesilla. Come get
your hands dirty and help
out your community farm.
Contact the Co-op for
details and directions.
Self-Mastery book club
with Siddeeq Shabazz: 7:45
to 8:45 p.m. Wednesdays,
March 7, 14, 21 and 28.
For more information, call
510-459-2671.

The Mind, Body, and
Spirit connection to the
Quantum Field: 5 to 6
p.m. Thursday, March 8.
Join Karen Barnett, natural
and vibrational healing
instructor, in a discussion
about the united benefits
of Quantum Biofeed-
back Technology, proper
nutrition and meditation
for good health and well-
being. A Group Quantum
Biofeedback Session will
be offered later in March.
This class is free and open
to the public. For more
information, call 727-692-
6552 or email karbarnett@
aol.com.

Adult Weight Manage-
ment with Cheryl Neeley:
Noon to 1 p.m. Fridays,
March 9 and 23. Neeley is
a health coach at Pi Pilates
Studio and a dietetics
student at New Mexico
State University, and

will be available for free
individual sessions. These
classes are free and open
to the public. For more
information, call 575-8024
or email cherylneeley@
gmail.com.

Health Conscious Singles:
6 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays,
March 13 and 27. The
meeting is geared toward
area singles looking to
take responsibility for
their own health — physi-
cal, emotional and spiri-
tual. Topics include nutri-
tion, exercise, meditation,
local hot springs and the
importance of having a
support system to help

Call 526-8000
or 1-800-897-2746

if you have information about this week's
crime of the week or any other crime.
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make positive changes in
your life. The meetings
will be held on the second
and fourth Tuesdays of
each month. For more
information, call 526-
2652 or email juarez_
law@comcast.net. .

+  Stress-Busters” with
health-coach Connie
Gayhl: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 15.
Gayhl will offer a free
discussion on accessible
strategies and dietary
changes that can help
reduce stress and limit its
effect on health. For more
information, call 5241449
or email ckhealthcoach@
gmail.com.

common minor injuries,
infections, illnesses and
pain. This class is free and
open to the public. For
more information, call
505-459-2167 or email
rinedl@hotmail.com.
Basic Bike Maintenance
Demystified with Mo and
Caitlin: 1 to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, March 31. This open
shop welcomes cyclists at
all levels of experience.
Bring your tubes, grease
and questions. Tools and
knowledge will be pro-
vided. It is not necessary
to bring a bike, just your
interest in bicycles.

Unless otherwise noted, all
events are in the community

+ Co-op Rocks!: 6 to 11 room.
p.m. Saturday, March 17. For more information, call
A free monthly concert 523-0436.

and art show. Open to all
ages. Local food and High
Desert Brewery beer are
available for purchase. The
monthly Co-op Rocks
series will now be located
at the GreenWorks build-
ing located at Downtown
Main Street.

+ Solar energy seminar: 2
to 3 p.m. Saturday, March
17. Positive Energy Solar
will present “Plug into the
Sun’, a free solar energy
seminar. Positive Energy
is an employee-owned,
New Mexico-based solar
energy company. For more
information, call 524-2030.

+ The Essentials of Essential
Oils with Denise Rine-
hart: 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday,
March 24. Essential oils
have been used throughout
history in many cultures
for their medicinal and
therapeutic benefits.
Learn how to use essen-
tials to benefit family and
loved ones. Protocols and

“recipes” will be given for
$ 2 9 In-Home Computer
Troubleshoot
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Repairs « Custom Computer Builds
Upgrades * Network Solutions

Custom

City Railroad
Museum hosts

book lecture

The Las Cruces Railroad
Museum will host a lecture
by local author Billy Kiser at
noon Tuesday, March 13, at
the museum, 351 N. Mesilla St.
Kiser will present “John Russell
Bartlett, James Gadsden and
the Movement to Construct
a Transcontinental Railroad
in Antebellum Southern New
Mexico.” The Gadsden Pur-
chase played an important role
in the building of a southern
transcontinental railroad. This
agreement between the United
States and Mexico was signed
in 1853. Kiser’s most recent
book, “Turmoil on the Rio
Grande: The Territorial Histo-
ry of the Mesilla Valley, 1846-
1865, explores the Gadsden
Purchase and international
boundary disputes in this area.
Several chapters in his book
deal with the construction of
the southern transcontinental
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- 575-202-0717
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Coming Up

railroad, which was built in
southern New Mexico in 1880.
Light refreshments will be
served. RSVPs are requested to
Joanne Beer at 647-4480.

Religious
freedom march
Downtown

A march and rally for
“protection of Constitutional
rights and religious freedom,”
will be held from 1 to 2:30
p.m. Saturday, March 3, at
the St. Genevieve’s Memorial
in Downtown Las Cruces. All
U.S. citizens are invited. Or-
ganizers for the event said the
group is marching in protec-
tion of the First Amendment,
which exists to allow every-
one the freedom to practice
their faith in whatever man-
ner without government in-
tervention. For more infor-
mation, call Pam Wolfe at
496-9664 or visit snmpro-
tectreligiousfreedom@gmail.
com

LCPD training

academy set

The Las Cruces Police De-
partment is accepting appli-
cations for its 42nd training
academy scheduled to begin
in August. Applications for the
42nd training academy need
to be received no later than
March 12. Prospective candi-
dates are strongly encouraged
to submit their application
well in advance of March 12.

The starting salary for ca-
dets, those who are accepted
into the academy, is $15.50
per hour. Upon graduation
from the 20-week academy,
police officer trainees hired by
LCPD earn $17.83 per hour

and are eligible for a $3,000
retention bonus. Officer train-
ees who successfully complete
their one-year probationary
status earn a salary of $20.26
per hour, or approximately
$42,100 annually.

The Las Cruces Police De-
partment’s academy provides
close to 1,000 hours of train-
ing — nearly 200 hours more
than the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Public Safety requires
—in 20 weeks. The bulk of the
academy is classroom instruc-
tion while the remaining 25
percent is field training in and
around Las Cruces.

Applicants should be U.S.
citizens, at least 19 years old
when the academy begins, have
at least a high school diploma
and no felony convictions.

For more information on
the Las Cruces Police Depart-
ment academy, call 541-2766
or visit www.clcpd.com.

Events set
at Dripping
Springs Natural

area March 3
Dripping Springs Natural

Area will celebrate the New

Mexico centennial with special

events from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saturday, March 3.

+ 8 a.m.: Greg Levandoski,

a bird researcher from the
Rocky Mountain Bird Ob-
servatory will lead a guided
bird hike.

+ 11 a.m.: A talk on the his-
tory of Drippings Springs
will be given by a park
ranger.

* Noon to 4 p.m.: A tent
with fun activities will be
set up for children of all
ages.

Brighton Beach
Memoirs

by Neil &imon

A ER KA SOUTHWEST]
THEATR.E COMPANY|

+ 3 p.m.: New Mexico State
University history profes-
sor Jon Hunner will speak
on the centennial.

+ 4 p.m.: Guided from La
Cueva Trailhead with “the
Hermit.”

One-way wagon rides to
the livery stable for the Drip-
ping Springs Resort are avail-
able. For more information,
call 522-1219.

The Dripping Springs Nat-
ural Area is located 10 miles
east of Las Cruces on Dripping
Springs Road. Entry fee is $3
per vehicle.

For more information, call
McKinney Briske of the Bu-
reau of Land Management Of-
fice at 525-4334.

Genealogy

conference

The Dona Ana Genealogi-
cal Society will host a confer-
ence from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p-m. Saturday, April 21, at the
First Presbyterian Church,
200 E. Boutz Road, in Wat-
kins Hall. Scheduled speakers
include Jane Buck of Family
Tree DNA and David Fryexell,
founder of FamilyTree Maga-
zine. Lunch will be served.
The registration fee is $50 and
seating is limited to 75. Reg-
istration deadline is Saturday,
April 7. To register, visit http://
dagenealogy.blogspot.com.
For more information, email
dacgs2012@gmail.com.

SWEC screens
film March 2

The Southwest Environ-
mental Center, 275 N. Main
St., will host a free screening of
“The Border Wall” from 7:30
to 9 p.m. Friday, March 2.
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“The Border Wall” takes an
in depth look at the wall re-
cently erected along the U.S.-
Mexico border, starting when
the wall originated as a double
fence in San Diego. The film
examines everything from po-
litical and cultural repercus-
sions to the very real imposi-
tions on the environment.

For more information visit,
www.wildmesquite.org or call
522-5552.

NARFE meets

The National Active and
Retired Federal Employees
Association (NARFE) Chap-
ter 182, will meet at 8:30 a.m.
Saturday, March 10, in the
Days Inn Suites & Mesilla Val-
ley Conference Center, 901
Avenida de Mesilla. Leon Gar-
cia, New Mexico Federation
president, will be giving an up-
to-the-minute report on the
status of NARFE on the state
and national levels. All current
and retired federal employees
are encouraged to attend the
meeting and become part of
the group.

There is a cost (cash only)
for the breakfast buffet, and
reservations must be made by
Tuesday, March 6, by calling
Carol Main at 382-7686 or
Carol Decker at 522-3033.

Baseball league

The Christian Baseball
League will have registration
from noon to 2 p.m. Saturdays,
March 3 and 10, at Thomas
Branigan Memorial Library,
200 E. Picacho Ave. Cost is $50
per player.

Returning players may

register at www.csanm.com.
Coaches and players are need-
ed. For more information,
email cbl@csanm.com.

Free Consultations for
* Family law-divorce, child custody « DUI/DWI * Criminal Defense ¢

Law offices of
Michael E. Cain
& Assoc. 1ic
1100 S. Main, Suite 201
541.6110 * www.southernnmlaw.com
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Legislature

Continued from page A1

payment requirement to their retirement fund.
Now, that won’t be necessary and the money
can be put back into the regular budget, he
said.

Opverall, there is a 2.2 percent increase in
state funding formula for schools. Rounds said
there was some money in the formula directed
to specific districts, so LCPS will probably only
see a 1.2 percent increase in funding. With
payroll accounting for more than 84 percent
of the budget, that means there will be little
additional funding for employee pay increases,
he said.

The district won’t receive a final unit value
until April, Rounds said. A draft budget should
be ready by the end of April and finalized by
the end of May, he said

In terms of planning
ahead for the budget process,
Rounds said the district had
saved money on utilities, but
the state Public Regulation
Commission approved a rate
increase for El Paso Elec-
tric Co. that recategorized
schools as an industrial user.
He said that amounts to a 28
percent rate increase to the
schools and puts pressure on
the budget.

Although teacher and
school leader evaluation
bills died in committee,
Education Secretary Hanna
Skandera may still redefine
teacher evaluation for certifi-
cation, Rounds said.

Passing the Legislature,
however, was a home-school-
ing bill that will allow, with
funding support, home-schooled students to
participate in extracurricular activities.

Other legislation gave school districts
financial flexibility to adjust class sizes and
other decisions to balance their budgets. That
New Mexico received a federal waiver for
the No Child Left Behind education reform
standards means that schools can now totally
replace it with the new A-F grading system,
he said. The new system is superior because

We are
starting to
recover some
of the funds
that have been
taken away in

the past.

RICARDO REL,
NMSU
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services for improving failing
schools, he said. ,\'

Finally, a law to make NY/
public officials convicted
of corruption felonies
pay back their salaries
was passed and signed
by Gov. Susana Marti-
nez. Rounds joked that
school board members
probably didn’t have to
worry about that since
they aren’t paid for their
service.

NMSU regains lost
ground

Ricardo Rel, NMSU senior director of gov-
ernment affairs, said he is much happier about
reporting results from this
session than the last two, in
which the institution took a
number of hits.

NMSU was able to ac-
complish improvements in
the portion of the budget
for instruction and general
operations, Rel said. The
Legislature also approved
money to help higher edu-
cation institutions transi-
tion to a new formula that
will provide different levels
of state support depending
on outcomes, he said. An-
other good piece of news
was lawmakers not with-
holding funding based on
anticipated tuition increas-
es, he said.

Since 2009, NMSU’s Co-
operative Extension Service,
Agricultural Experimental
Stations and New Mexico Department of Ag-
riculture all saw erosion of funding by more
than 20 percent of their budgets, he said. Some
of that money is now coming back, he said.
With $500,000 in new money for the Coopera-
tive Extension Service, $300,000 for the experi-
mental stations and restored funding to many
of the NMDA’s programs, he said.

“We are starting to recover some of the funds

that have been taken away in the
’ Rel said.
Similar to the public
7, schools, the Legislature
is adding money to the
2 Education Retirement
Fund for higher edu-
cation to help avoid
employees having to
pay in more, he said.
In terms of fund-
ing for construction
projects, the Legislature
approved more than $30
million for the NMSU
system, which also include
projects for branch campuses
and Dona Ana Community Col-
lege. Voters will still have to approve
the bond for the project in November.
Lawmakers also extended a tax exemption
for acts coming to the Pan American Center to
help it draw acts that might take advantage of
a similar break in El Paso.

— 6~ past,

Bills signed so far

Besides signing the law to allow judges to
impose additional financial penalties on pub-
lic officials convicted of corruption, Martinez
has signed a couple of other bills into laws.

One new law will allow ranchers to get hay
to their herds using oversized trucks, which is
in response to the ongoing drought.

Martinez signed House Bill 33, sponsored
by Rep. Conrad James, R-Albuquerque, and
Sen. Howie Morales, D-Silver City, which
will allow the state to designate hospitals as
primary stroke centers and make it easier for
them to provide higher-quality care to pa-
tients who have suffered from a stroke. Under
the new law, the Department of Health will be
able to designate acute care hospitals as stroke
centers, which will particularly increase access
to stroke care for individuals living in rural
communities.

“Heart disease and stroke are the leading
causes of death in New Mexico,” Martinez
said. “It’s extremely important that we take
steps like this to ensure that people have ac-
cess to the care they need in the event of a life-
threatening medical situation like a stroke. I
hope that all New Mexicans embrace healthy
lifestyle choices so we can reduce the rate of
heart-related illnesses.”
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Sick
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area from the work that caused his son
— who does suffer from asthma — to be-
come so ill.

Hunter has had breathing difficulties
before, but nothing this severe, Bafiales
said. Right before the breathing problem
that grew severe over last weekend, Ba-
fales said the remodeling work area had
a strong chemical smell similar to paint.

Baniales said he previously raised
concerns about the remodeling in an
anonymous call to the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration.
Banales said he didn’t reveal his name
then because his wife Crystal frequently
volunteers at the school and they didn’t
want to lose that interaction.

LCPS spokeswoman Jo Galvan said
OSHA cleared the project then, as well
as the state environmental department.
She said parents should never be afraid
to approach district officials about safety
concerns.

“We have a lot construction projects
in the district and we do a really good job
of keeping students safe while that work
is being done,” she said. “Student safety is
our most important concern.”

Contrary to some assertions by par-
ents, district officials said there is no as-
bestos in the school, which was built in
1985 when asbestos was no longer used.
Late last year, some staff and parents had
complained about a burning smell, but
that came from metal pipes that were
heated for fittings, according to Galvan.

Rounds acknowledged the concerns
at Highlands, but said he was confident
from previous air-quality monitoring re-
ports that the air is safe at the school.

Banales said his son’s doctor is con-
vinced the construction caused the breath-
ing problems and has written a letter to
allow the boy to stay home as long as the
school construction is taking place.

District officials had hoped to have the
new air quality reports by Tuesday’s school
board meeting; they are sent to out-of-
state labs and testing for chemicals can
take longer than just checking for dust.

2040

Continued from page A1

same kind of support to existing businesses for expansion that
is often used to attract new businesses.

Another recent revision centers around anticipated growth
surrounding Spaceport America.

The new plan also revised housing assumptions and set the
population goal at 70 percent urban and 30 percent rural.

Proposed action items look out only to 2016 and the govern-
ment entities can revisit them after three years.

City Councillor Gill Sorg said, on the whole, it is a very good
plan and would like to see it adopted. He suggested adding
mention of the Butterfield Trail, which is currently being con-
sidered as a national trail.
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Mayor Pro Tem Sharon Thomas said she liked this version
of the plan, but said groups playing roles in issues are not as
inclusive as they could be. Maybe other groups can be added
later, she said.

Thomas disputed the report’s emphasis on agriculture for
economic development, saying that part of the county’s econo-
my has not been growing much. By comparison, she said, there
is very little emphasis on the potential for economic develop-
ment in renewal energies, especially solar.

Councillor Greg Smith said the report gives a lot of good
guidance for the future.

Councillor Miguel Silva said he still had some problems
with the report, but it has taken too long to get to this point and
needs to be passed.

Silva agreed that the county is a dynamic, evolving area so
the reviews should take place more frequently than every three
years.

He questioned the report’s assertion that there’s enough wa-
ter for growth foreseen in the plan.

Councillor Olga Pedroza said the report did not address
“alternative jobs,” saying the current economy is causing new
kinds of job creation.

Occupy Las Cruces blocks change

In other business, the council didn’t approve new language
that would have limited how long a group, such as Occupy Las
Cruces, can camp at a city park. The city parks and recreation
board recommended a limit of seven days.

Mayor Ken Miyagishima said he agreed there should be
some limits in case a protest activity interfered with other uses
for a park, such as youth soccer games.

Councillor Nathan Small said there were no real problems
with Occupy Las Cruces camping at Albert Johnson Park.

“This is strong medicine when strong medicine wasn’t

needed,” he said. “I can’t support this.”

Sorg said the parks and rec board needed to reconsider the
issue and try to reach a compromise.

Occupiers spoke passionately to the council about how the
proposed rule would hurt free speech and the right to peace-
fully assemble. They also noted that they paid $2,000 in fees to
stay at the park a little more than three months.

Erica Samuel said the occupy movement is about objecting
to the growing economic disparity in the United States.

“I truly believe that the proposed ordinance by parks and
recreation is absolutely a response to Occupy Las Cruces and
is unquestionably an attempt to limit Las Crucens’ right to free
speech and free assembly,” she said. “I implore of you, see this
act as what it is: an attempt to silence the screams of the dis-
enfranchised, an attempt to allow those of us with privilege
to avoid confronting the cost of that privilege. Please do not
participate in the silencing but instead strike down the motion
which eradicates our civil liberties.”

Jason Burke said the proposal was the result of a few detrac-
tors of the occupy movement.

Saying there are two sides to each issue, developer Eddie
Binns said there are constituents concerned about what the tent
city in the park was showing to visitors.

“If you want to change things, then vote,” he said.

Occupiers said their effort was to raise awareness so people
will make different choices when they vote. Dave Dickerson re-
sponded that tent cities are a long established form of expres-
sion in this country.

Silva said he agreed that there needed to be a solution found
so parks are available to the whole community.

Small motioned to strike the rules on camping, which the
council approved with Silva as the lone “no” vote on the amend-
ment. The council then unanimously approved other new rules
for parks without the camping provision change.
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Pilot John Glenn adds ‘glory
and prestige to our country’

First American in orbit a major accomplishment

New Mexico Museum of

p SPACE HISTORY

Celebrating the Spirit of Exploration!

By Michael Shinabery
New Mexico Museum of Space History

Twenty-two years before Clara
Peller barked “Where’s the beef?”
for Wendy’s hamburgers, Caroline
Kennedy, age 4, asked John Glenn,
““Where’s the monkey?””

Glenn related the story, to a joint
session of the Congress, Feb. 26, 1962
after spending time with President
John Kennedy, Jackie Kennedy and
Caroline, during John Glenn Day in
Washington, D.C.

Six days earlier, aboard his Mer-
cury capsule Friendship VII, Glenn
had become the first American to
orbit Earth. A flight carrying the
chimpanzee Enos had preceded him,
which apparently got the first daugh-
ter’s attention.

“I think Caroline really cut us
down to size and put us back in
our proper position,” Glenn joked.
(Columbia Records released the
audio of Glenn’s mission and con-
gressional speech on the LP, “Roger,
Friendship 7!”)

The Associated Press, in a Feb. 27
story in the Daytona Beach Morning
Journal headlined “Glenn’s Day of

Glory,” summarized the event thusly:
“A grinning, balding redhead, his
proud family, unrelenting rain, fel-
low astronauts sharing the plaudits,
soaked throngs cheering, waving and
shouting, the nation’s leaders paying
tribute to a hero who spoke
humble confident words.
Those were the basic
ingredients of John
H. Glenn Jr’s big
day in the nation’s
capital.”

Of the heavy
rains, The AP
reported “bad

FRIEMDSHIP T!"

introduced Glenn as “a brave and
courageous American,” and “a hero
in World War IT and in the Korean
Conflict, who recently, in a most
notable manner, added glory and
prestige to our country.”
After more than half a min-
ute of applause and cheer-
ing (similar ovations
followed), Glenn told
those present: “I'm
certainly glad to
see that pride in
our country and
its accomplish-
ments are not a

weather, the thing of the past.”
bugaboo that He then pointed
dogged his initial out that only
efforts to get into three years had
orbit, followed passed “from the
Glenn yesterday. ) original vision
But there was no This 33- 17(3’“".";;: Ra(ii:lrjdrfnph\(l)\:;ich of the Congress”
;:gn it dampened ¢ o) mbia Records released, for NASA, "to ¢
18 spirits any. contains audio from John consummation of
The webpage Glenn’s entire mission, this orbital flight.
aerospaceguide. i juding his speech to a joint Among the ex-
net said weather  ¢agsion of the Congress. periences Glenn
delayed launches described was

for nearly a
month, beginning on Jan. 27.

Glenn’s congressional speech
lasted 16 minutes, according to The
AP. House Speaker John McCormack

NASA photo
The U.S. Congress greeted, and reacted, extremely favorably to
Mercury astronaut John Glenn’s post-mission speech in 1962.

zero-G. “Lack of
gravity is a rather fascinating thing,”
he said. “Objects in the cockpit can
be parked in mid-air ... at one time
during the flight I was using a small
hand-held camera. Another system
needed attention at that particular
moment as [ started to take a picture,
so it seemed quite natural ... to park
the camera here in the air, go ahead
and do what I wanted, and then take
up the camera again and go on about
the business.”

The April 1962 Sky and Tele-
scope declared the mission the “first
American manned satellite,” because
Glenn orbited. Among the suc-
cesses he touted was that “man can
operate intelligently in space.” (Some
scientists argued that, in vacuum, the
brain would cease to function, caus-
ing death.)

The magazine also stressed
the importance of a pilot being in
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NASA photo

U.S. Marine pilot John Glenn inspects the Mercury Freedom VII
capsule, in which Alan Shepard would ride as the first American

in space. The news service United Press International, in a story
the San Jose News published on Feb. 20, 1962, said Glenn “tried to
enlist in the Air Force,” which turned him down.

control, describing how “late in the
first revolution the capsule began to
yaw, and Glenn thereafter used the
manual control stick to operate the
superheated-steam jets for regulating
the vehicle’s orientation.”

Glenn was optimistic regard-
ing how NASA would benefit all
mankind.

“I feel we’re on the brink of an
area of expansion of knowledge
about ourselves and our surround-
ings that is beyond description and
comprehension,” Glenn said. “Our
efforts today and what we’ve done so
far are but small building blocks on
a huge pyramid to come. Questions
are sometimes raised regarding the
immediate payoffs of our efforts.
What benefits are we gaining from
the money spent? Well, the real ben-
efits we probably cannot even detail;
they’re probably not even known to
man today. But exploration, and the
pursuit of knowledge, have always
paid dividends in the long run, usu-
ally far greater than at the outset.”

Glenn’s optimism bore fruit. By
1986, according to that year’s Spinoff
(an annual NASA publication),
nearly 4,000 “NASA patented inven-
tions (were) available for licensing”
in such areas as food, medical, safety
and communication.

Glenn concluded his speech with:

“As our knowledge of this universe
in which we live increases, may God
grant us the wisdom and knowledge
to use it wisely.”

Afterward, McCormack praised
the talk as “the greatest I ever have
seen in Congress,” the AP reported.

Only one of the Mercury astro-
nauts, the story said, was absent
from the festivities. Gordon Cooper
“was unable to make it back in time
from Australia, where he manned
one of the listening posts which
kept tabs on Glenn’s flight.” In his
2000 autobiography “Leap of Faith,”
Cooper praised Glenn as “a wonder-
ful spokesman not only for NASA
but for America”; and described him
as “a freckle-faced Tom Sawyer type
with a sunny smile who ... was aw-
fully good at charming his way in or
out of about any situation.”

Glenn was “the fifth man to have
traveled in a space capsule,” Sky and
Telescope documented. The first
four were Soviet cosmonauts Yuri
Gagarin and Gherman Titov, and
astronauts Alan Shepard and Virgil
“Gus” Grissom.

Michael Shinabery is an education
specialist and Humanities Scholar with the
New Mexico Museum of Space History.
Email him at michael.shinabery@state.
nm.us.
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The Route Of The Astronaut: Plenty Of Company On The Loneliest Voyage

Commercial Appeal image

The Memphis, Tenn., Commercial Appeal, on Feb. 21, 1962, published this map of John Glenn’s three-

orbit mission.
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Film marks Apollo anniversary
Real NASA flight director to make appearance

Bulletin Staff Report

Two men who played critical
roles in manned moon exploration
will make appearances at events next
month for the 40th anniversary of
the Apollo 16 mission.

They are Charlie Duke, the 10th
man to walk on the moon, and Gene
Kranz, the NASA flight director por-
trayed by Ed Harris in the 2002 film
“Apollo 13

The Ron Howard film starring
Tom Hanks as astronaut James Lovell
will be shown during the celebration
as a fundraiser Thursday, March 8,
at the Allen Theatres Cineport 10 in
Mesilla Valley Mall.

Tickets are on sale for $20 for the
film’s two special showings at 4 and
7:30 p.m. Duke and Kranz will make
a special appearance after the first
showing.

Those who purchase tickets by
Thursday, March 1, will be eligible
for autographed photos by Kranz,
as well as opportunities to have their
pictures taken with Kranz and Duke.
Additional prizes include commem-
orative coins made from parts of the
Apollo rocket.

Tickets for the showings are avail-
able only at www.apollo40.org.

Proceeds will benefit charities
chosen by the two. Kranz will donate
his portion to Habitat for Humanity
in the Houston area. Duke will do-
nate his portion to Astronaut Schol-
arship Foundation.

The event is sponsored by the Fel-
lowship of Las Cruces Area Rocketry

2012 Kia Optii

Not Your Average
Midsize Sedan

K
N

New Facilty
March 2012!

Enthusiasts (FLARE) and Southern
New Mexico Science, Engineering,
Mathematics, and Aerospace Acad-
emy (SEMAA).

On Friday, March 9, a commem-
oration launch event will be held at
the New Mexico State University
main campus starting at 9:30 a.m.
at the Aggie Memorial Stadium
east parking lot. There will be ac-
tual launch demonstrations of scale
replicas of some historic White
Sands Rockets (V-2, Wac Corporal,
and Little Joe II) as well as vehicles
from the NASA manned space pro-
gram (Mercury Redstone, Mercury
Atlas, Thor-Agena, Atlas-Agena,
Gemini-Titan, Saturn IB, and Space
Shuttle).

The event includes a reenact-
ment of the Apollo 16 Saturn V
moon rocket launch from a working
replica of Launch Complex 39.

Highlights will include a celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary of John
Glenn’s Friendship 7 flight and the
Space Shuttle Program.

The rest of the day’s activities
will be held at the Pan Am Cen-
ter and will include hands-on and
static displays from Spaceport
America, the Las Cruces Museum
of Natural History, NASA Johnson
Space Center White Sands Test Fa-
cility, The New Mexico Museum of
Space History, the National Solar
Observatory and FLARE, among
others.

During the day, Duke and Kranz
will give a presentation on “Invent-
ing the Future,” which will look at the

7

INSURANCE INSTITUTE
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5-Star Safety Ratings

More Stars. Safer Cars.
US. Department of Transportation

challenges of the Apollo program.

The Friday activities are free
to the public. About 1,200 middle
school students are expected to par-
ticipate in the day’s events.

On Saturday, March 10, Kranz
will be making an appearance at the
New Mexico Museum of Space His-
tory in Alamogordo to be inducted
into the International Space Hall of
Fame.

“We are privileged and honored
to have both NASA Flight Director
Gene Kranz and astronaut Char-
lie Duke as guest speakers for this
event,” said Event Director David
Kovar of FLARE.

Kranz has a long. storied career
with NASA. His first challenge as a
NASA employee was to establish the
Project Mercury Global Communi-
cation Network.

After Project Mercury he went on
to become the White Team flight di-
rector for both Project Gemini and
Apollo. He is best known for being
the flight director for the Apollo 11
Moon landing and the Tiger Team
flight director for the Apollo 13 res-
cue effort that was dramatized in the
“Apollo 13” film.

Duke was Kranz’s Capsule Com-
munications (CAPCOM) for the
Apollo 11 moon landing. He was the
only person to have direct commu-
nication with Neal Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin as they descended to the
lunar surface.

After Armstrong reported that
the Eagle had landed on Tranquility
Base, Duke responded with his now-

Friday, February 24, 2012

NASA Archives photo
NASA Flight Director Gene Kranz lights a cigar after the crew of
Apollo 13 arrives safely onto an aircraft carrier April 17, 1970.

Universal Studios photo
Ed Harris played Kranz in the 2002 film “Apollo 13,” which will be
shown at the Cineport 10 Thursday, March 8. Kranz and astronaut
Charlie Duke, the 10th man to walk on the moon, will make a
special appearance after the first showing.

famous quote:

“Roger, Tranquility, we copy you
down. You've got a bunch of guys
about to turn blue. We’re breathing

again. Thanks a lot!”

Duke went on to be the lunar
module pilot for Apollo 16 and was
the 10th man to walk on the moon.

2012 Kia Soul
A New Way
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World War Il veterans Milton Buls, Don Taylor, Bob
Shade, Ray Luchini, Dan White, Andy Fisher, Lloyd
Hackenberg, Stuart Meerscheidt, Bob Kaufman, Bob
Anderson, Frank Watson and Art Scott stand by Yoli
Diaz as they help plan a ceremony commemorating
the Iwo Jima flag raising (original photograph at right)
Friday, March 2, at Mayfield High School.

Veterans invited
to re-enactment

Iwo Jima flag raising to be
re-created by JROTC cadets

World War 1II veterans are invited to attend a special pro-
gram by cadets in Mayfield High School’s Air Force JROTC unit
to reenact the raising of the American flag on Iwo Jima.

The Battle of Iwo Jima from Feb. 19 to March 26, 1945, was
a major WWII battle in which the United States was able to
captured the island of Iwo Jima from the Empire of Japan after
some of the fiercest fighting seen in the Pacific Campaign.

Thursday, Feb. 23, was the 67th anniversary of when Joe
Rosenthal photographed five Marines and a Navy corpsman
raising the flag atop Mount Suribachi during the battle, which
became an iconic image for WWIL.

The reenactment will be at 6:30 p.m. Friday, March 2, in the
school’s cafeteria at 1955 N. Valley Drive. Doors open at 6 p.m.
The program will include a tribute to all veterans.

For more information, call Yoli Diaz, a member of the com-
mittee assisting the cadets in this presentation, at 649-0598.

Come to, TREASURES

&!getloutfitted|for;SPRING!

e §
Treasures of Las Cruces
_Women's Boutique « Clothing & Accessories
”/ righton, Jewelry, Accessones & Home Decor
524 1249 © 2001 E. Lohman Ste. 114« Aoyo Plaza
M-F 10am - 5: 30pm * Sat 10am - 3pm

Come see BRI BAGWELL
in concert and the premeire
of her newest music video
“Whiskey”

Las Cruces Bulletin

News | A13

RANMPAGE?

Your Internet will still be $#19°™° for 5 years.

CenturyLink™ High-Speed Internet. 5 years. 1 price. 0 term commitment.

Upto 12 Mbps

$19 95

a month when bundled with
Unlimited Nationwide Calling*

Call 866.379.4988 (Espafiol 866.960.6660)
Click centurylink.com/byears
Come in For locations, visit centurylink.com/storelocator

SV "
-, CenturyLink

*Offer ends 5/31/2012. New residential High-! Speed Internet or existing residential Pure only. Existing will lose current discounts by subscribing to ﬂus oﬁer Prlce Lock Guarantee Offer applles only to
the monthly recurring charge for the listed service for sixty (60) consecutive months; excludes all taxes, fees, surcharges, and monthly recurring fees for and Listed monthly recurring charge of
$19.95/mo. applies to High- Speed Internet service with up to 12 Mbps and requires a subscription to CenmvyLmk"" Home Phone with Unllmlted Nationwide Calling. Offer requires customer to remain in good standing and terminates if
customer changes their account in any manner including any change to the required CenturyLink services ( numher change, or change of physical location of any installed service (including
customer moving from residence of installed services). One (1) offer only per account. An additi monthly fee (i i i il ion, if i ) and a shipping and handling fee will apply to customer’s modem or router.
General — Services and offers not available everywhere. CenturyLink may change, cancel, or substitute offers and services, including Locked-In Offer, or vary them by service area, at its sole discretion without notice. Requires credit approval and deposit may be required
Additional restrictions apply. Terms and Conditions — All products and services listed are governed by tariffs, terms of service, or terms and conditions posted at www.centurylink.com. Taxes, Fees, and Surcharges — Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include
a Carrier Universal Service charge, National Access fee or Carrier Cost Recovery surcharge, a one-time High-Speed Internet activation fee, state and local fees that vary by area and certain in-state surcharges. Cost recovery fees are not taxes or government-required
charges for use. Taxes, fees, and surcharges apply based on standard monthly, not promotional, rates. Call for a listing of applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges. Monthly Rate — Monthly rate applies while customer subscribes to all qualifying services. If one (1) or more
services are cancelled, the standard monthly fee will apply to each remaining service. High-Speed Internet — Customer must accept High-Speed Internet Subscriber Agreement prior to using service. Download and upload speeds will range from 85% to 100% of the
listed download speeds due to conditions outside of network control, including customer location, websites accessed, Internet congestion, and customer equipment. Consistent Speed Claim — Consistent speed claim is based on CenturyLink providing High-Speed
Internet subscribers with a dedicated, virtual-circuit connection to the CenturyLink central office. Home Phone with Unlimited Nationwide Calling — Service applies to one (1) residential phone line with direct-dial, local and nationwide long distance voice calling
from home phone, including Alaska, Puerto Rico, Guam, and U.S. Virgin Islands; excludes commercial use, call center, data and facsimile services (including dial-up Internet connections, data services, and facsimile; each may be billed at $0.10/minute), conference
Imes directory and operator assistance, chat hnes pay-per-call, calling card use, or multi-housing units. Usage will be monitored for compliance and service may be An additional charge may be assessed to customer if usage
exceeds 5,000 mi calling billed separately. ©2012 CenturyLink, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The name CenturyLink and the pathways logo are trademarks nf CenluryLlnk Inc.
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Gun show benefits

Sunrise Lions Club

Las Cruces Bulletin
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Photos by Nicolas Bafales

This “tricked out” DPMS
AR-15 with two lasers, flash
light and red dot scope

was on display by a private
collector for the Sunrise Lions
Club Gun Show Saturday and
Sunday, Feb. 18-19, at the Las
Cruces Convention Center.

David and
Trish Hall
check out
the antique
rifles and
swords at
the Sunrise
Lions Club
Gun Show.

Sandy
Binman
sits inside
a Polaris
ATV with
Bob Jones,
courtesy
of Power
Center,
located
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MOUNTAIN VIEW MARKET CO-OP JUICE BAR
OFFERS FRESH JUICES AND
SMOOTHIES MADE TO ORDER
WITH ORGANIC FRUITS *+ VEGETABLES:
CUCUMBER + CELERY * APPLES
CARROTS + BEETS LEMON + LIME *+ GINGER
BANANA * STRAWBERRY
RASPBERRY + BLUEBERRY *+ MANGO
PINEAPPLE * PEACH.
WE ALSO OFFER SEVERAL BOOSTERS:
LOCAL BEE POLLEN. SPIRULINA. CHIA SEEDS.
MULTI-VITAMIN. VEGAN PROTEIN POWDER
WHEY PROTEIN
LOCAL WHEATGRASS *WHEN AVAILABLE

coop

stro nger, tﬂg(‘.t her

JUICE BAR HOURS:
MONDAY-SATURDAY |I0AM-7PM
SUNDAY IOAM-5PM

YOUR NATURAL FOODS GROCERY

1300 EL PASEO RD. LAS CRUCES NM
575.523.0436 WWW.MOUNTAINVIEWMARKET.COOP

at 1311
E. Foster
Road.
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CrimeStoppers

Armed robbery

Las Cruces Crime Stoppers is offering a
$1,000 reward for information that leads to
the identity and arrest of the two men in-
volved in an armed robbery of a fast food
restaurant.

Ataround 9:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 20, Las
Cruces Police were called to 430 S. Telshor
Blvd. on a report of an armed robbery at the
Burger King restaurant.

Police learned that two men, one of
whom was armed with a long gun, entered
the restaurant and demanded money from
the employees. The suspects forced the
employees to hand over an undisclosed
amount of cash.

Witnesses described both suspects as
black men, one who was armed with either
a shotgun or rifle. One of the suspects was
dressed in a black hoodie, black pants and
black mask

The armed suspect was wearing a gray

109""’“6

L2/ CRIME STOPPERS

LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

hoodie, black pants and a black mask.

The suspects may have left the restau-
rant in a newer-model Ford Crown Victo-
ria. A Crown Victoria was seen in the area
and heading north on Telshor Boulevard
following the robbery.

If you have any information on the
identities of the suspects, you are asked to
call Las Cruces Crime Stoppers at 800-222-
TIPS (8477) or send a tip via text message
to LCTIPS (528477).

The Crime Stoppers number and text
messaging services are operational 24 hours
a day and you do not have to give your name
to collect a reward.
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Turning turf and dirt for
Major city road projects

Photos by Todd Dickson and Nicolas Bafiales

In less than a week, the city has held two groundbreakings for
major road and street projects. On Wednesday, Feb. 22, Downtown

supporters joined city officials to break ground for re-opening the last |

section of Main Street, which will resemble the recently opened north
portion of the roadway. The $1.3 million project is expected to be
completed by November.

City Manager Robert Garza points out the route of the city’s portion

of the Sonoma Ranch Boulevard extension to Miyagishima and Sorg
Thursday, Feb. 16, after breaking ground for the $1.3 million project that
is expected to be completed by August for the opening of Centennial
High School.
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The group at the Sonoma Ranch Boulevard groundbreaking was a mix of city officials, school
board members and contractor representatives.

Excellence in Quality & Service

;}Gat Diamonds?

Storewide Anniversary Sale

@ Feb. 1 - 29 &
Up to 60% off Diamond &

Sterling Silver Jewelry

2 A‘Q*‘D 03 o
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Small Business Tax Preparation

24kt Gold Roses

Gifts for Him & Her ;
Enter to win 1 Dozen Red Roses
& with $300 minimum purchase

1300 El Paseo Rd. * 526-2809
Locally Owned & Operated

Join us foran Evening ofdnspira
for. Children with Autism SpeétrumBlsorders

Saturday, March 31, 2012, 5:30-11:00pm

New Mexico Farm & Ranch Museum, 4100 Dripping Springs Road, Las Cruces

Proceeds of this event have gone to benefit “Hearts for Autism Fund”
at the Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico. This fund
has supported parent training and Camp New Amigos.

For more information on this event or how you can support
this great cause, contact Felicia Olivas at 575-526-6682.

* Accurate
* Friendly

[973] 923-5800
Fax [(979] 923-7100
2131 N. Main St.
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‘Las Cruces — A Photographic Journey’

Centennial Dinner

Friday, February 24, 2012

!

Photos by Nicolas Bafales

Lee and Moira Rawson,
Orlando-Antonio Jimenez,
Lou and Mary Henson,
Margaret and Buddy
Ritter and Joan Rawson
enjoy their time together
at the Las Cruces Bulletin
contributor recognition
dinner for the book “Las
Cruces — A Photographic
Journey” Thursday, Feb.
16, at the New Mexico
Farm & Ranch Heritage
Museum.

Las Cruces Mayor

Ken Miyagishima
congratulates the Bulletin
staff for a job well done.

LAS8 CRUCES POLICE DEPARTMENT

NOW HIRING

Excellent Benefits:
e Take-home car program
e All uniforms and equipment
to include firearm and ballistic vest
* PERA Retirement Program
70% @ 20 years of service
- 80% @ 23 years of service

Salary Information:
» $3,000 Hiring Bonus for recruits
with 36 month commitment
e $15.50/hr while attending
police academy
e $17.83/hr upon graduation
of police academy

Jimenez and New Mexico State University President Barbara
Couture perform a rousing rendition of “O Fair New Mexico.”

Las Cruces Bulletin
General Manager
Richard Coltharp
was master of
ceremonies.

Doina Ana
Community College
President Huerta
joins Bulletin staff
members Terry
Bierwirth, Theresa §
Montoya Basaldua,
Natisha Hales, Beth
Sitzler and Rachel
Christiansen.

3-ON-3 BASKETBALL!

Saturday, April 14 &
Sunday, April 15, 2012
at the Field of Dreams

(All proceeds to benefit Boys & Girls Club of Las Cruces & Casa De Peregrinos)
Registration Deadline (Mail-in) March 23th
(Online) March 26th

www.macker.com

Volunteers needed
Call 526-1519 (Club #)

LIMIT 500 TEAMS

REGISTER EARLY AT MACKER.COM
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Bingaman visits
Arrowhead Park

.‘.cﬂ,f -

e

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson
Arrowhead Park Early College High School
engineering teacher John Tapia shows U.S. Sen. Jeff
Bingaman a student experiment using solar cells
and other renewable energy sources Wednesday,
Feb. 22. Bingaman visited the high school on the
New Mexico State University campus to learn more
about its innovative approach to getting more
students into college and technical careers.

Day is Onate’s ESER" C E(CE TER

new principal

Las Cruces
Public Schools Su-
perintendent Stan
Rounds has an-
nounced the res-
ignation of Tom
Phelps as princi-
pal of Onate High
School.

Although  his
resignation be-
comes effective
at the end of the
school year — June
30 — Phelps will
step down from his
principal duties im-
mediately, Rounds
said.

Phelps cited
health reasons as
the basis for his
resignation.

“I appreciate Mr. Phelps’
commitment to Ofate and to
the community;,” Rounds said.
“His leadership was instru-
mental as the school made,
and continues to make, edu-
cational progress.”

Rounds said in order to
maintain the school’s aca-
demic momentum and to cre-
ate a smooth transition for the
school, he has selected Onate

Assistant Principal
David Day to re-
place Phelps, effec-
tive immediately.

Day has been an
assistant principal
at Onate since 2004
and has more than
28 years of educa-
tional experience.

“'m  honored
that the superin-
tendent has en-
trusted me with a
school that I love,”
Day said. “It’s a big
responsibility, but
one that 'm ready
for. I want our
school to continue
improving and I
know our students
and staff feel the
same way.’

Day said he intends to
maintain his open-door pol-
icy for parents, students and
staff.

“Mr. Day understands the
Onate community inside and
out,” Rounds said. “I am con-
fident that he will be an out-
standing principal and will
build upon his already proven
leadership skills.”

Las Cruces Bulletin

News | A17

| SISBARRO:

TIRES & ACCESSORIESY
=% We WIIINOT

< Be Undersol!
 Find it elsewhere for less and we'll beat it! |
tito]JEarn)YouriTirelBusiness
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* FREE Lifetime Flat Repairs
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Youth club gets donati

Members of the St.
Genevieve's Knights of
Columbus present a check
for $250 to Boys & Girls Club
Las Cruces Executive Director
April Anaya and fundraising
chairwoman Kelli Burchell
Sunday, Feb. 19. The Boys &
Girls Club recently wrapped
up its Lend a Hand for Hope
fundraising campaign that
generated almost $22,000
for the organization that
provides after-school
activities for local youths.

Boys & Girls Club photo

NEW MEXICO STATE

NM State vs. San Jose State

Saturday at 7PM
Tickets: Just $8

Say goodhye to your three seniors: Hernst
Laroche, Wendell McKines and Hamidu
Rahman. Each has scored at least 1,000

points in his Aggie career.
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TICKETS: Visit the Pan Am Center
or call 575-646-1420
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LCHS completing
FFA Week events

Activities acknowledge
American agriculture

By Marvin Tessneer

Las Cruces Bulletin

Las Cruces High School will finish its week celebrating ag-
riculture and the Future Farmers of America with a Spirit Day
Friday, Feb. 14.

The school’s vocational education students have been cel-
ebrating FFA Week since Saturday, Feb. 18, to remind consum-
ers of the importance of agriculture education and who feeds
the nation.

“FFA Week celebrates the continued importance of agricul-
ture education in high school,” LCHS FFA Chapter President
Emily Russell said.

New Mexico has more
than 4,000 active members
in FFA, said Jerrod Smith,
FFA coordinator at New
Mexico State University.

“FFA Week observeZthe Celebrates the
importance of agriculture .
education and reminds Contlnued
people of the importance .
of agriculture in America,” 1mp0rtance
he said.

FFA Week is tradition- Of agriculture

education in

ally celebrated during the
high school.

FFA Week

week when Presidents Day
is celebrated — Feb. 20 —
because Presidents George
Washington and Thomas
Jefferson were farmers who
supported agriculture.

The LCHS FFA Chapter
has more than 40 members,
and the officers are: Emily
Russell, president; Lauren
Schlothauer, vice president; Alicia Castafieda, secretary; Cassie
Gallegos, treasurer; Kaleb Rush, reporter; Brent Carrillo, senti-
nel; Letticia Martinez, historian, and Justin Hettinga, chaplain.

FFA members started the celebration on Saturday, Feb. 18,
doing what they are good at, the 11th annual Tumbleweed Clas-
sic Steer Show at the Southern New Mexico State Fairgrounds.

The LCHS FFA chapter students held a Farmers Day
Wednesday, Feb. 22, when they wore farmer’s outfits and FFA
shirts to school.

The vocational agriculture classes include introduction to
agriculture and agriculture mechanics, large and small animals
science, horticulture, agriculture structures, agriculture power
machines and forestry and wildlife.

LCHS vocational agriculture instructors are Phillip Beard,
Patrick Howard and Jessie Corrie.

The LCHS vocational agriculture students also will celebrate
FFA Spirit Day on Friday, Feb. 24, when Beard will prepare a
cookout of hamburgers and hotdogs for the students.

EMILY RUSSELL,
LCHS FFA chapter president

Ride with
the #
insure

NEW MEXICO.

Mike Apodaca, Agent
1100 South Main, Suite 101
Las Cruces, NM B800S
Bus: 575-526-2409
www.mikeapodaca.com

With competitive rates and
personal service, it's no wonder
more drivers trust State Farm”.
Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there.

CALL FOR A QUQOTE 24/7.

StateFarm

STATE FaRM

INSURANEL




Hernst
effort

— c:n‘ Richard Coltharp
: That’s the Way
= of the World

A little less than a year ago — March 19,
2011, to be exact — the New Mexico State
University practice gym was quiet except
for a couple of staff members and the
bouncing of a lone basketball.

It was 9 a.m. the first Saturday after the
Aggie men’s basketball season ended.

By all logic, the Aggie players should
have been taking a well-deserved week of
rest. Or at least sleeping late.

And for all I know, they were.

Except one.

I happened to be at the gym that day,
and I saw who was bouncing that basket-
ball. And shooting that basketball.

It was Aggie point guard Hernst
Laroche.

“His work ethic has been a big influ-
ence on me,” said Aggie freshman Daniel
Mullings, like Laroche, a Canadian. “He
always comes in early and gets extra shots
and extra reps. He’s always working on his
craft, and he provides great leadership.”

Saturday, Feb. 18, in front of a disap-
pointingly small Aggie home crowd, Laro-
che showed fruits of the labor that began
11 months ago.

A half minute into the game, he
drained a three-pointer. Two minutes
later, he hit another to put the Aggies
up 8-5. They led the rest of the way, en
route to their 20th victory of the season.
Laroche would make a third three-point
attempt and finish with 17 points and
only one turnover.

When this season ends, he will be the
Aggies’ career leader in games played,
minutes played and steals, and second in
assists.

He has already earned his bachelor’s
degree in government and politics and is
taking graduate courses toward an MBA.
From Quebec, Laroche’s native language
is French and he also speaks Creole, Eng-
lish and some Spanish.

He never had Mexican food before ar-
riving in Las Cruces in 2008 but, now, his
most commonly used Spanish phrase is,
“Enchiladas chile verde, por favor.”

“Ilove green chile enchiladas,” he said.

From time to time, Laroche will spice
things up on the court as well.

When NMSU beat Utah State on the
road Feb. 11, Laroche pulled off one of
the most memorable plays of the season.
While defending the USU point guard at
the top of the key, Laroche was tripped.
He hit the ground, rolled over and popped
back up just in time to block the shooter’s
shot. Laroche then retrieved the ball and
dribbled ahead for a breakaway layup.

During his sophomore year, Laroche
hit a game-winning buzzer beater to
defeat Louisiana Tech at the Pan Am.

But Laroche said his proudest accom-
plishment as an Aggie was a team effort:
winning the WAC tournament in 2010 to
earn a trip to the NCAAs.

NMSU, led by Laroche and fellow
seniors Wendell McKines and Hamidu
Rahman, have a solid chance of doing
that again.
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Senior night at Pan Am

NMSU hosts San Jose State

By Jim Hilley

Las Cruces Bulletin

Aggie fans will probably get their
last close-up look at a remarkable
trio of players when New Mexico
State University hosts San Jose State
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25, in the
Pan American Center.

Seniors Hernst Laroche, Wendell
McKines and Hamidu Rahman will
play what is most likely their last
game on the Pan Am’s parquet floor
that night. There have been few
times in Aggie history when three
players have made such an impact
on the program over a similar time
period.

All three have scored more than
1,000 points in their Aggie careers,
and they are all well represented on
New Mexico State’s list of all-time
records.

Larochehasplayed more minutes
than any Aggie in history (4,118 as
of Wednesday, Feb. 22), and is only
eight steals behind all-time NMSU
steals leader William Benjamin. He
is second among career assist lead-
ers with 516, only 76 behind leader
Sam Crawford’s 592.

McKines is only the second
player in school history to pass the
1,000 mark in both scoring and re-
bounding. McKines is second on the
school’s career rebounding list with
1,042, behind Sam Lacey’s 1,265.

Rahman also has racked up an
appearance on the school’s all-
time lists. The Somerset, N.J., na-
tive is currently third in blocked
shots with 122 and will pass Slab
Jones (124) for second place with
three more blocks. The Aggies’ all-
time shot-blocker is James Moore
with 200.

In addition to saying goodbye to

three Aggie greats, attendees at Sat-
urday’s game will see an Aggie team
that is playing its best basketball of
the season. Prior to hosting Hawai‘i
Thursday, Feb. 23, the Aggies have
won six of their least seven games
and 15 of their last 19.

Coach Marvin Menzies said he
is pleased with the way the Aggies
are playing, but warns all that can
change on any given night.

“We are playing well lately,”
Menzies said. “Is it fool’s gold, is it
live, is it Memorex? We'll find out
here in the next game and hopefully
we'll play well in the next game and
keep it going.”

One thing that has been go-
ing for the Aggies is their 3-point
shooting. At Utah State on Feb. 11,
the team was 7-of-11, for 63.6 per-
cent, and in the BracketBuster game
against Drake on Feb. 18, they were
7-0f-13 for 53.8 percent. On the
season the Aggies are just shooting
just 32.3 percent.

“I think shooting is confidence,”
Menzies said.

He said he feels it is important
for players to know when coaches
have the confidence to allow them
to keep shooting it when they have
open shots.

“You have to draw up an offense
and have a system where you guys
are confortable shooting when they
are open,” he said. “You can’t get
gun shy and not take open shots.”

“T’ll pull out of the game for not
taking open shots,” Menzies said.

After Saturday’s game, the Ag-
gies will travel to Reno, Nev., to
play league leading Nevada at 9
p-m. Thursday, March 1, on ESPN2,
before finishing the regular season
at Fresno State at 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 3.
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Nicolas Banales
Senior center Hamidu Rahman flips in a shot over the Drake
defense during the Aggies’ 71-55 victory in the ESPN Sears
BracketBuster game at the Pan American Center on Feb. 18.

‘Dawgs bring home championships

Castillo, Harding come out
on top at state tournaments

Rio Rancho Observer photo by Gary Herron
Las Cruces High School’s Gabe Castillo garnered a first-place
finish in the 152-pound weight division at the New Mexico high
school wrestling championships in Albuquerque Feb. 17-18.

By Craig Massey

Las Cruces Bulletin

It was a productive two days
in Albuquerque last weekend
for the Las Cruces High School
Bulldawgs. Five of the school’s
athletes earned state champi-
onship titles in swimming and
wrestling.

Competing in the 152-pound
weight division, Las Cruces’
Gabe Castillo defeated Carls-
bad’s Jimmy Quintela 13-7 in
the championship match to earn
the crown. Castillo, who finished
with a 42-4 record, entered the
state tournament as the top seed

in his class.

In swimming, Las Cruces
High’s Samantha Harding con-
tinued her dominance in the 500
freestyle, earning a state champi-
onship in the event for the fourth
straight year and breaking the
state record in the process. Her
time of 4:51.47 beat the previous
record of 4:57.66, set in 2004.

Also, Harding joined team-
mates Josi Gabaldon, Moranda
Madero and Lauren Salas in
winning the state title in the
400 freestyle relay with a time
of 3:35.41. Harding will swim
for the University of Minnesota

See ‘Dawgs on page A22
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Aggies bully Drake in the

ESPN BracketBuster

Photos by Nicolas Bafales
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Hamidu Rahman was a force in the lane
against the smaller Bulldogs.

Aggie senior Wendell McKines concentrates at the free-throw line during the Aggies’
71-55 win over Drake University Saturday, Feb. 18, in the Pan American Center.
McKines scored 25 points and pulled down 12 rebounds in the contest.

Hernst Laroche gets free under the basket.
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Aggies sweep UTEP Miners

Softball team begins road trip to California

The New Mexico State softball team com-
pleted a home-and-home sweep of UTEP with
a 9-5 victory over the Miners at the Helen of
Troy Softball Complex Tuesday, Feb. 21.

NMSU (10-2) took the lead in the top of the
third inning with four runs on four hits to take a
4-0 advantage into the fourth over UTEP (4-5).

Junior Alex Newman started in the circle for
the Aggies. The right hander earned the win,
giving up five runs on nine hits in six and a third
innings pitched to improve to 7-1 this season.

After two scoreless innings, NMSU put four
consecutive batters on base against UTEP starter
Colleen Hohman. With one out, sophomore Val-
erie Swedberg singled to start the rally. Freshman
Kelsey Dodd walked and classmate Jackie Can-
delaria came into the game as a pinch runner.

Freshman Staci Rodriguez doubled to bring
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Nicolas Bafiales
Celisha Walker has started the softball
season for the New Mexico State Aggies
with a 3-0 record and an earned-run
average of 1.91.

Las Cruces Bulletin

On the diamond

in a run. A single by classmate Briana Tovio-
Asato made it 2-0 after she belted a single to left.
Rodriguez scored on a wild pitch to make it 3-0
Aggies. A two-out double from junior Tehani
Kaaihue scored Tovio-Asato to put NMSU up
4-0 after three.

The Aggies added one in the fourth when
a leadoff walk by sophomore Kristi Covarru-
bia led to an unearned run after a Miner error.
Swedberg hit a deep sacrifice fly to score Cova-
rrubia from third.

UTEP hit a solo home run to right center to
cut the Aggie lead to 5-1 after four innings.

The Aggies kept the offense going in the
fifth, extending the lead to 7-1. Kaaihue hit a
one-out single and junior Amber Olive walked.
Another walk to senior Tiare Jennings loaded
the bases before Swedberg ripped another
double to score a pair of runs with two outs.

The Miners posted an inside-the-park grand
slam in the bottom of the sixth when a fly ball
got past a diving Olive, dribbling to the left field
wall. The four runs cut the Aggie lead down to
7-5 headed into the final inning.

NMSU added a pair of insurance runs in
the top of the seventh. Jennings hit a two-out
double. Swedberg followed with a double to
score Jennings. A single by freshman pinch hit-
ter Malena Padilla scored Swedberg to make it
9-5 heading into the bottom of the seventh.

Newman got the first Miner batter to strike
out, but allowed a single to the next batter.
Freshman Karysta Donisthorpe came on to get
the final two outs.

The Aggies travel to the Cathedral City Clas-
sic in Palm Springs, Calif., and will play five
games this weekend beginning Friday, Feb. 24,
against San Diego State. Other opponents in-
clude Long Island and three top-25 teams from
the Pac-12 in No. 3 Cal, No. 14 Stanford and No.
19 Oregon.

Patrons who join us on
February 29, 2012 receive

s one entry for every 20 points
ESDA " _earned on their Club Fiesta
WE card. On Wednesday, Feb. 29"
drawings will be held on the
29" minute of every hour
as follows:
3:29 pm, 4:29 pm, 5:29 pm,
6:29 pm & 7:29 pm
each drawing for $229
in Fiesta Bonus Play and

8:29 pm & 9:29 pm

EVERY WEDNESDAY
FRANKLIN’S LOUNGE
8:00PM - 10:30PM

NO COVER \

O

: O
/FEB 29 > SENSACIO
MARCH 7 - ALMA NORTENA

each drawing for

$2,929 in cash!

CLLAY

1-10 TO SUNLAND PARK EXIT 13 (575)874-5200 www.snnland-nark.cnm

SUNLAND PARK RACETRACK & CASINO SUPPORTS RESPONSIBLE GAMING. FOR HELP, CALL 1-800-572-1142.
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New Mexico State University outfielder Bryan Karraker takes a swing against
Wake Forest University, Friday, Feb. 17, at Presley Askew Field. The Aggies won
the game 5-3. The Aggie baseball team will host Sacred Heart Feb. 24-26. Friday's
game is at 4:05 p.m., Saturday’s double header will be at 2:05 and 6:05 p.m.,
while Sunday’s finale will be at 2:05 p.m.

$IGN UP AND GET $5 IN FIESTA BONUS PLAY!
BECOME A CLUB FIESTA MEMBER AND RECEIVES
$5 IN FIESTA BONUS PLAY. "
VALID ON INITIAL SIGN-UP ONLY.

—

EVERY TUESDAY - FRIDAY
SATURDAY - SUNDAY

FIRST POST TIME 12:45PM

SAT. FEB. 25 - $150,000 BORDERLAND DERBY
SPONSORED BY CASA FORD
SUN. FEB. 26 - $50,000 THE ISLAND FASHION STAKES
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Aggie women best San Jose St. Fullerton earns win
Wampler scores career-high 25 on senior night

The New Mexico State women’s
basketball team beat San Jose State,
56-55, in the home finale on senior
night, Saturday, Feb. 18.

Senior forward Tabytha
Wampler tied a career-high
with 25 points to lead the
Aggies (6-20, 3-8 WAC).
Senior  forward  Kelsie
Rozendaal and sophomore
guard Dré Chenier added
10 points each.

In the second half,
the Aggies controlled the
lead until the 14:10 mark,
following a few miscues. The lead
changed hands five times until San
Jose State built its largest lead of the
game, 49-43, with 4:19 to play.

The Aggies responded with a
3-pointer from Chenier to pull within
three, 49-46, with 3:47 remaining in
the game. Following a Spartan basket,

‘Dawgs

Continued from page A19

next year and Madero will swim
for New Mexico State University.

Las Cruces High'’s girls finished
second overall, the highest finish
in coach Terry Moore’s 10 years
at the school. The LCHS boys fin-
ished 10th.

“We did really well,” Moore
said. “We didn’t have the number
of state champions we had last
year, but we had so much more
depth this year. All of the kids

WAMPLER

Wampler scored on a put back to cut
the San Jose State lead back to three,
51-48, at 2:28.

The New  Mexico
State defense held strong
and Chenier hit two free
throws on the next pos-
session to trim the deficit
to one, 51-50, with 2:05
remaining. San Jose State
answered with a jumper,
but the Aggies stayed
poised and Wampler
found Rozendaal on the
block, and she was fouled
on the bucket. Rozendaal’s free throw
just rolled off the front edge of the
rim, but senior forward Erica San-
chez extended the possession with the
offensive rebound.

The Aggies took advantage of the
second opportunity when Rozendaal
found Wampler for a layup and a

helped our scoring. This year, it
was a true team effort.”

Las Cruces qualified 19 swim-
mers and divers for the champi-
onships, which were held at the
Academy High School pool.

While Castillo was the only
wrestler from the city to win
a state title, the city’s three
wrestling teams performed well
in  Albuquerque.  Mayfield’s
wrestlers ended an outstanding
year, finishing fifth overall, while
Las Cruces was sixth, and Onate
18th. Cleveland won the team
championship.

54-53 lead with 1:08 to play. After
San Jose State regained the lead on
a jumper, 55-54, freshman guard Si-
mone Ruedin was fouled with 16.8
seconds to play while setting up the
Aggie offense. Ruedin proceeded to
hit both free throws to give the Ag-
gies a 56-55 lead. The decisive free
throws were Ruedin’s lone points of
the game.

The Aggies had a 28-24 halftime
lead thanks to 50-percent shoot-
ing from the 3-point line (4-of-8).
Wampler led all scorers with 13
points. Sanchez and Rozendaal sup-
plied six points each. Sanchez was
2-of-2 from beyond the arc. The Ag-
gies were also a perfect 6-of-6 at the
free-throw line.

New Mexico State travels to Rus-
ton, La., to meet Louisiana Tech, at
5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25, to begin a
three-game road trip.

Second-straight for senior golfer

Senior Zachery Fullerton won
his second straight tournament of
the spring season at the Rice inter-
collegiate, carding a three-round
score of 6-under-par 210 (68-74-
68), recording the third lowest
round 