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Pacheco returns to again
lead NMSU temporarily

Interim president repeats 2009 role
as regents begin presidential search

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

There was a familiar face sitting in the
front row of the Corbett Center Student

a distinguished career in higher education, retir-
ing in 2003 as the president of the University of
Missouri System. He also has been president of
University of Arizona — his permanent home is
now in Phoenix — and the University of Houston.

Union auditorium when the New
Mexico State University regents
once again took the stage in a spe-
cial meeting.

So it came as no surprise when
regents announced they had selected
Manuel Pacheco to be the new inter-
im president after parting ways with
NMSU President Barbara Couture.

Pacheco had performed as interim
president at NMSU for six months
before Couture took the helm.

In 2006, Pacheco was the interim president
at New Mexico Highlands University, where re-
gent Javier Gonzales said he saw how Pacheco
has a calming presence that makes for smooth
transitions.

Originally from New Mexico, Pacheco has had

PACHECO

Pacheco’s return to NMSU is
limited to a one-year contract at a
$360,000 annual salary.

Pacheco emphasized he still has
no intention of seeking the position
on a permanent basis.

“Iretired 10 years ago and I like re-
tirement a lot,” the 70-year-old said.

But Pacheco acknowledged he
has a lot of work to perform to keep
the university in good shape as re-
gents search for a new president.

Most pressing is getting ready for a 60-day
legislative session, but Pacheco said he also was
going to spend the coming weeks listening to
different constituencies about the direction of
NMSU.

See NMSU on page A11

Pace of early voting light

Numbers could rise following debates

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

More than 1,700 Dofnia Ana County resi-
dents have voted in the first two days of absen-
tee in-ballot voting that began Tuesday, Oct. 9,
county election officials report.

But County Clerk Lynn Ellins said that’s
not as high as the last presidential election
with the total number of absentee requests
significantly less. Ellins said he believes early
voting will pick up steam when the six early-
voting convenience centers open on Saturday,
Oct. 20.

With the presidential elections a nearly dead
heat between President Barack Obama and his
GOP challenger Mitt Romney, the early voting
has been dampened by many undecided voters
waiting to see the other upcoming presidential
debates.

Light early voting could be helpful to other
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candidates in Congressional races with Repub-
lican Heather Wilson trailing Martin Heinrich
for the Senate, while in the Second Congres-
sional District, Democratic challenger Evelyn
Madrid Erhard is struggling to overcome U.S.
Rep. Steve Pearce’s better name recognition.

Outside of the contested races, supporters
for a number of other issues on the ballot also
are trying to get the attention of voters.

Bond issues

Locally, officials with New Mexico State
University and Dofia Ana Community College
are urging voters to approve the general obliga-
tion bond for higher education this time. Two
years ago, with the economy in worst shape
and a mid-term rebellion at the polls, voters
rejected higher education’s general obligation
bond.

The first thing NMSU and DACC officials

See Election on page A11
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Steve MacIntyre
Ammu Devasthali, active in fundraising for New Mexico State University, tells regents
Wednesday, Oct. 10, she supports their actions to remove Barbara Couture from the
institution’s presidency and makes suggestions for qualities they should look for

in a new president. Later, regents voted to bring back Manuel Pacheco as interim
president.

Quite a story, quite a saddle
Heartfelt donation for C4CR auction

By Rachel Christiansen

Las Cruces Bulletin

Carving a trail through the items awaiting
delivery to the Cowboys for Cancer Dinner,
Dance and Silent Auction in the home of co-
executive directors Denny and Geraldine Cal-
houn, one piece in particular seems to catch
the eye.

It’s almost as if you can physically see the
history emanating from a leather saddle sitting
amidst the 200 some items set to debut at this
year’s event.

To hear Mary Jo Hoffman tell the story of
her great-great-grandfather William Godfrey,
former owner of the Gray Ranch in Hidalgo
County, and the adventures he and the saddle
endured, one can appreciate the craftsmanship
behind this 19th-century treasure.

A unique contribution, to say the least,
Hoffman said her and her family decided it

was a perfect gift to an organization dedicated
to fighting cancer, a disease that took the life of
her beloved 4-year-old niece in 2004.

Diagnosed with brain cancer at 1 year old,
Marin Quinn McGrath fought it for three
years, using chemotherapy and radiation.

“We were told she was doing better and
would soon be able to go home,” Hoffman
said. “There was no more cancerous tissue and
the tumors were gone.

“The only problem was her breathing. She
had to have a tube to help her breathe and no
one could figure out what was wrong.”

Doctors in a hospital specializing in pedi-
atric care finally decided to take a 3-D look at
McGrath’s lungs, where it was determined the
radiation had destroyed the little girl’s lung tis-
sue, and she would not survive the night.

“Any other family who has gone through
this will tell you that moment is the hardest

See Saddle on page A20
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Space industry to
meet next week

Local business invited to
learn more at luncheon

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

It’s been a big week in the new private space industry on the
eve of the main space-industry gathering in Las Cruces.

On Wednesday, Oct. 10, a commercially launched capsule
docked into the International Space Station, marking the re-
opening of a U.S. supply line to the orbital outpost following
the space shuttles’ retirement last year.

The successful launch and docking of SpaceX’s system was
the biggest news. But at Spaceport America, Armadillo Aero-
space of Rockwall, Texas, on Saturday, Oct. 6, launched its
STIG-B rocket — the first licensed Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) launch to take place from Spaceport America’s ver-
tical launch complex at the spaceport and the second research
and development test flight this year at Spaceport America con-
ducted by Armadillo Aerospace.

The successful launch was a non-public, unpublished event
at the request of Armadillo Aerospace, as the company is test-
ing proprietary advanced launch technologies. Armadillo Aero-
space is a leading developer of reusable rocket-powered vehicles
and plans to provide a platform for civilian access to suborbital
space.

Saturday’s flight was the sixth Armadillo Aerospace vehicle,
and the 16th vertical launch from Spaceport America since
2006.

All of this activity is just part of the emerging private space
industry and the leaders of that industry will be gathering in
Las Cruces for the two-day International Symposium for Per-
sonal and Commercial Spaceflight (ISPCS).

As a preview to the symposium, ISPCS is hosting its second
annual Community Partnership Luncheon from 11:30 a.m. to
1 :30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 16, at the New Mexico Farm & Ranch
Heritage Museum, 4100 Dripping Springs Road.

Pat Hynes, director of NASA’s Space Grant Consortium at
New Mexico State University that puts on ISPCS, said the lun-
cheon aims to educate local leaders about the importance of
supporting this emerging industry, especially the critical need
to pass the spaceport liability expansion legislation that has
been stalled in the past two Legislatures.

Lawmakers had previously passed liability protection for
human spaceflight from Spaceport America, but that was only
for the flight operators, not the companies that supply, manu-
facture and equip the operators. The legislation would expand
the protection to those in that supply chain, keeping New Mex-
ico competitive with states such as Virginia, Florida, Texas and
Colorado that have passed similar legislation.

To give a real-world insight into the commercial space in-
dustry, the luncheon’s featured speaker is former Space Shuttle

ew Patients Welcome
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program manager Wayne Hale, who is currently a consultant
for many of the new private space companies, specializing in
the area of flight safety. Hale’s talk is called “Human Voyagers in
the Ocean of Space ... The Strict Rules.”

The cost of the luncheon is $50 and includes access to the
ISPCS space expo hall, where attendees can get up close to a full-
scale model of XCOR’s Lynx, its commercial reusable launch
vehicle that may be a competitor to Virgin Galactic. Virgin Ga-
lactic’s system would take six passengers into suborbital space
for $200,000 each. Lynx is a smaller craft, taking one passenger
for half the cost of a Virgin Galactic flight. Virgin is currently
test flying its system and hopes to begin taking passengers into
suborbital space by 2013.

Hynes said the spaceport provides a great opportunity for
the area’s expertise in space at NASA’s White Sands Test Facility
and the military’s White Sands Missile Range to play significant
support roles to offset reduced government spending on space.

“We have world-class experts in this field right here,” Hynes
said. “What a mistake it would be to not take advantage of that
world-class expertise we have right here in New Mexico.”

Hynes said lawmakers and other leaders need to see there are
“wins” in this new industry for everyone.

“But we have to talk to each other,” Hynes said. “That’s why
we're holding the symposium and community luncheon.”

Registration also is being taken for ISPCS, with a $100 dis-
count for those registering by Friday, Oct. 12. From Friday to
the first day of the of the symposium Wednesday, Oct. 17, the
cost goes up to $899, with a $600 one-day pass option.

Keynote presenters at the 2012 ISPCS include:

+ Lori Garver, deputy administrator, NASA
+ Brig. Gen. Gwen Bingham, U.S. Army, Commanding Gen-
eral, White Sands Missile Range

News | A3

XCOR photo
This full-scale model of XCOR'’s Lynx reusable spacecraft will be on display at the New Mexico Farm & Ranch
Heritage Museum Tuesday, Oct. 16, through Thursday, Oct. 19, for the expo portion of the International
Symposium for Personal and Commercial Spaceflight.

Robert Dickman, executive director, American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics (ATAA)

Roger Krone, president of Network and Space Systems, The
Boeing Company

» Susana Martinez, Governor of the State of New Mexico
The chairs and more than 30 speakers on the eight panels

hail from key national and international commercial space in-

dustry organizations.
Panel discussions include:
“Knowledge is Power” highlights the development of both
suborbital and orbital spaceflight products and services.

+ Cyber Defense and Security” focuses on why commercial
space companies might be more vulnerable than other
companies to theft of personal data, financial data and
intellectual property.

“Training Astronauts for Personal and Commercial Flight:
Human Factors and Readiness” examines the experiences
of suborbital and orbital spaceflight.

“Beyond CCDev” analyzes the future of commercial

space transportation, the importance of public/private
partnerships.

“Export Control Reform: What Does It Mean for the Com-
mercial Space Industry?” addresses the Export Control
Reform (ECR) Initiative and its current status.
“Determination Meets Innovation” highlights new market
demands for launch vehicles to carry small satellites to orbit.

+ “International Space Transportation: Expanding Commer-
cial Human Spaceflight Internationally” explores the value
of expanding human spaceflight programs internationally.

+  “Roundtable: The Future Belongs to All of Us.”

To register for the luncheon or ISPCS, visit www.ispcs.com

or call 646-6414.
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The Bulletin captures
national recognition

Twenty-two awards reflect staff’s talent, efforts

= a‘ Richard Coltharp
That’s the Way
of the World

The 126th annual National Newspaper
Association convention wrapped up Satur-
day, Oct. 6, in Charleston, S.C.

Las Cruces Bulletin owners David and
Jaki McCollum made the trip.
They did not come home
empty-handed, as the conven-
tion’s contest judges bestowed
22 awards upon the Bulletin’s
efforts.

I've always had mixed
emotions about these

Mamosun Nowamram Assocumos

Better Newspaper Contest

see how we fare this year.

Regardless, it’s pretty cool that the top
two weekly newspapers in the nation are
both in New Mexico.

It’s nice for our state to be at the top of a
list for a change.

In addition to the General Excellence
award, our news team won eight awards and
our advertising and design teams won 13.

I like the fact in the advertising awards
we won multiple
times in the same cat-
egory, even sweeping
the top three places
in Best Use of Local
Photography. It shows
it was no accident.

Perhaps we’re most

competitions. Having been a o proud, though, of our
judge myself for other states’ FIRST PLACE AWARD first-place finishes in
newspaper competitions, I Community Service
know how thin the line can THEYAS C and Best Obituary.

be between first and second BULLE The obituary
place. It can often be very thin award went to the
between the top five or six prrr et e e section on our sports
entries. editor, John Keith,

Newspaper people are
frequently surprised by what
does and doesn’t win among
the work they’ve entered.

However, over time, just
like a baseball player’s batting
average, quality performances
reveal themselves.

Spending every weekday
with the staff here at the Bul-
letin, I realize how hard they
work and how talented they
are. Many of them don’t even
realize themselves how talented they are.

So it’s great for them to be recognized on a
national stage like this.

Perhaps the most prestigious category
we placed in was General Excellence, which
takes in the whole newspaper, front to back,
considering every aspect of a publication.

We finished second in that competition
to our friends up north at the Taos News,
who have won the national title multiple
times in recent years. They always do out-
standing work;, so it’s no shame in finishing
second to them.

In fact, it’s no shame finishing second in
the nation in anything, so we will proudly
brag about that accomplishment.

Besides, we finished first ahead of the
Taos News for the General Excellence at last
year’s New Mexico Press Association Better
Newspaper Contest. This year’s NMPA con-
vention is just a couple of weeks away; we’ll

page A20.

The Las Cruces Bulletin
earned this first place
Community Service award
from the National Newspaper
Association for its New
Mexico centennial book,

“Las Cruces: A Photographic
Journey.” For a full listing

of the Bulletin’s awards, see

who passed away in
March 2011. Produc-
ing the section was an
incredible team effort
on the part of our
staff. Many who were
very close to John
accomplished their
parts despite deep and
painful grief. Here’s
what the judge said:
“Here is a man I wish
I had known. The
layout, photos, quotes convince me he made
his community, family and friends better for
knowing him. A beautiful tribute”

The Community Service award was
presented for our New Mexico Centennial
book, “Las Cruces: A Photographic Journey.”

Even more than the John Keith section,
this almost 300-page, full-color book was
truly a team effort, and a monumental one
at that, accomplished in a matter of weeks.
Our satisfaction was complete the day it ar-
rived on the truck at our offices and we saw
the finished product.

Again, though, it’s nice to receive af-
firmation. Here’s what the judges said about
that: “WOW! What an undertaking! To say
this was a community service is a terrible
understatement. Fantastic work!”

We will enjoy and cherish these awards.

Then we’ll get back to work.

INIONS

Regents should listen

Let’s be frank.

For many New Mexico State University
faculty, former Boards of Regents have not
chosen presidents wisely. In the spirit of mov-
ing on from here, as this board undertakes
another presidential search, they could help
regain the trust of students, staff and faculty
by holding open forums to discuss important
issues for the university.

Here are just three issues that would ben-
efit from public discussion:

Transparency. Regent Javier Gonzalez once
again affirmed that the board is committed
to transparency at the meeting on Oct. 1.
Granted, this is not possible with personnel
matters such as the termination of President
Barbara Couture, but what does transparency
mean to the regents and to the general univer-
sity community?

Athletics. What is a sustainable athletic
program for NMSU?

Shared governance. Many administrators
mouth support for shared governance but
few truly embrace it. If this is as important
an issue for the Board of Regents as it is for
the faculty, a place to start is to add a faculty
member to the board. If the regents truly
want to build a university for the 21st century,
holding open forums where they can hear the
concerns and ideas from the NMSU commu-
nity would be a good start.

N

Letter to the Editor

RUCE
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" Top 20 Town of the Future”
2010 - Sunset Magazine

M
"America’s Top Places to Retire”
E D 2010 - AARP

"No. 6 - Best Performing Cities”
2010 - Milken Institute

Many of us feel that we have worked for
too long under poor leadership. Isn’t it time
that the Board of Regents allows itself to listen
to the rest of the university before it makes its
decisions?

Jon Hunner

Skepticism is good

Be a skeptic. Let’s all be skeptics!

Why? Aren’t you tired of being lied to?
Haven’t you had it with buying in to almost
everything thrown at you by the mass media
and certain kind of politicians?

Have you realized the wrongs and dam-
age the stuff they have fed us in the past has
inflicted on our country and the world? Do
you recall the “incidents” that triggered the
Vietnam War, the Iraq War and numerous
armed interventions in Latin America and the
Middle East? How can we forget the Iran-
Contra fiasco? All of the above and more were
instigated by lying to the American public.

Incidents like 9/11 can stoke the desired
effect, including racial hatred. This renders us
vulnerable to dark strategies employed by the
power-hungry.

Fear will blind us to the truth and we will
refuse to think for ourselves unless we join a
growing number of discerning-free thinkers
with a healthy level of skepticism who will
make a difference in November.

Maury Castro

The Las Cruces Bulletin invites readers to submit letters, preferably by email to editor@lascrucesbulletin.com. They can be sent in
by fax at 526-4621. Letters also can be mailed or dropped off at 840 N. Telshor Blvd., Suite E., 88011. Letters should not exceed
200 words and must include the writer's name, address and telephone number for verification. Anonymous letters will not be

published. Letters may be edited for length or content.
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Debate could have used Johnson

Former NM governor offers alternative to party spin

2
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Jay Miller
Inside the Capitol

Admit it. The Wednesday, Oct. 3, night’s presidential debate
would have been bearable with Gary Johnson added to the mix.

As it was, moderator Jim Lehrer’s instruction to the crowd
to remain silent throughout the debate was unnecessary. Within
minutes the crowd was comatose and so were millions of
Americans nodding off in front of their TVs.

How nice it would have been to have former New Mexico
Gov. Gary Johnson to liven the conversation with straight talk
instead of carefully nuanced talking points.

The sameness of it all has practically killed political conven-
tions. National TV networks almost totally lost interest this year.
Four years from now, what once were exciting nail-biters may be
down to one-night pep rallies.

Neither President Obama nor Gov. Mitt Romney got much
of a bump in the polls after the conventions this year. It’s prob-
ably because no one watched enough of the coverage to form an
opinion.

Meanwhile, Libertarian presidential candidate Johnson is
receiving an unexpected amount of coverage from newspapers,
magazines and blogs because there always is something interest-

ing to say about him.

One of Johnson’s new approaches is to propose that nearly
everyone has some libertarian in them. They just don’t vote that
way. How many times have we heard people say they are socially
liberal but fiscally conservative?

There really isn’t a place in either
political party for people of that mind.
Libertarians carry their views farther in
both directions than most people do. But
then, few Republicans or Democrats accept
everything in their party’s platform.

Johnson demonstrated when he was
governor that he could moderate his lib-
ertarian views to the point that he was re-
elected to a second term by a large margin.

However, Johnson was sneaky on drug
legalization. He saved that surprise for the
beginning of his second term. New Mexi-

down about 30 notches in the polls but he
eventually gained most of it back.

After the initial shock and the disap-
pointment that their governor had a partially hidden agenda,
Johnson moderated his stance by concentrating mainly on the
decriminalization of marijuana and an end to the war on drugs.
He didn’t sell either concept but he got discussions started.

Finding great leaders in education
Job security in education seems a thing of the past

= )

Michael Swickard
In My Opinion

The No. 1 thing I tell educational leaders in New Mexico:
rent, don’t buy. There are so many ways to lose a job and
only a few ways to hold on. Most public school superinten-
dents and college presidents are lucky to serve three years
before some political fight — usually not of their making —
scoops them up and out of the job.

The University of New Mexico recently went through
a change in presidential leadership and New Mexico State
University just lost its president. They have had eight people
in the president’s office in just 16 years.

That said, from the 1920s to the 1980s, both UNM and
NMSU had stable leadership. In fact, both institutions had
a run of 40 years with just three presidents each.

NMSU’s first president was fired when the political
makeup of the board changed by one member out of five.
Hiram Hadley was one political vote on the wrong side and
only served four years from 1890 to 1894.

But my personal favorite “interesting” president was
UNM’s Bud Davis. It is not often that university presidents
get embroiled in duck ponds and fist fights during basket-
ball games, but Davis was not ordinary.

When Davis became president in 1975, a project was
started that burned up the university community. The plan
was to take 160 of the very best parking spaces near the
administration building and library and turn the space into
a duck pond and commons area. Oh, my.

There were rude songs, “Bud’s duck pond,” and some
even worse. The parking was taken immediately while the
project progressed slowly as exasperated drivers boiled over.
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Davis put much of his political capital into the duck pond
and I may be the absolute last person who remembers him
as building the duck pond. Oh, he had a few bad moments
that people still remember, like when he punched out a
loud basketball fan from the opposing team and it created
quite a stir. Few appreciated a president handy with his fists.

This last weekend, I had the honor of seeing former
NMSU basketball coach Reggie Theus at the opening of a
sporting goods store in Las Cruces.

Forty-five years ago, during my first year around NMSU,
I met the last great man of sports at NMSU until Theus,
Warren Woodson. That was 1967 and he was at a high
school game being played in the university stadium.

Theus took over the basketball program for two years,
leaving in 2007, but in those two years he brought life into
the athletic department and filled the basketball arena.

How? Well, we fans just liked him and he was quite a show
to see. His players did what he said or they faced an unhappy
Theus, which seemed to get their complete attention.

Theus reminded me that NMSU is just one coach away
from success, but that coach has to be the real deal to turn
the program around.

Currently, UNM football coach Bob Davie is enchanting
the fans. What both the UNM and the NMSU communities
know is that getting a good leader in the president’s office
and guiding the sports program is ever so much better than
what has been done for decades. These other leaders were
all fine people but they did not inspire the community.

In my conversation with Theus, I asked what job would
he take back in New Mexico. He laughed and said how
much he enjoyed his time here.

I could not pin him down. Shuckins!

Michael Swickard is co-host of radio talk show News New Mexico
on KSNM-AM 570. He may be contacted at michael@swickard.com.
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Johnson’s marijuana stance continued to hurt him while
he vied to carry the GOP banner in this presidential race. As a
Libertarian presidential candidate, it is difficult to tell the effect
because third-party candidates poll so poorly.

But a recent essay by Molly Ball in Atlantic Monthly maga-
zine takes a different perspective on the issue. It suggests the
pro-pot stance could help him with disaffected liberals and the
young vote.

Ball said Johnson is trying to raise money for a TV ad in
selected states calling attention to President Barack Obama’s
youthful pot habit. It asks why pot was OK
then, but gets one thrown in jail now.

Another angle would be to focus on the
several states where marijuana legalization is
on the ballot this November and encourage
those movements to also support Johnson
for president.

An election day showing of better than a
few percent might give national impetus to
the movement and spur a Johnson candi-
dacy again in 2016.

Johnson said he’s ready.

Johnson isn’t the only slightly off-beat
New Mexican to run for president. Wavy
Gravy was a completely off-beat presidential
candidate. Gravy was founder of the Hog
Farm commune near Taos in the days when
such operations were very popular.

Wavy’s real name was Hugh Romney. Apparently Mitt Rom-
ney is no relation. Wavy ran for president back in 1980. He’s
now 75 and still doing well.

Back in the ’70s, Wavy opened a shop across the highway
from the Hog Farm called “Nobody’s Business.” The name at-
tracted enough attention that Wavy decided to run for president
as Nobody. He and a band rented a big bus and traveled the
country with a big banner proclaiming “Nobody for President.”

Jay Miller may be contacted at insidethecapitol@hotmail.com.
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DACC Community College Corner
DACC alum rides fast track

Motivation, opportunity drive Medrano to the top

Manuel Medrano blazed a very short trail from Gadsden
High School to Washington, D.C. On the way, he discovered that
Dona Ana Community College could help him get where he
was going even faster.

In less than 10 years, the Chihuahua City native passed four
major academic milestones — obtaining a high school diploma,
associate degree, bachelor’s degree and master’s degree; he has
accumulated work experience resulting in an impressive résumé;
and he has become an administrator information technology
specialist for the U.S. Department of State.

How did he do it? Clearly, his talent, determination and
smart planning played major roles. But the self-effacing Me-
drano is quick to point to the support he received from his fam-
ily, close friends and teachers, as well as his father’s

said. “His performance after graduation has exceeded all my ex-
pectations and further convinces me that Manny will continue
to be a role model”

After receiving his associate degree from DACC in Decem-
ber 2004, Medrano obtained a full-time job in his chosen field.
He was hired as a computer technician by Las Cruces Public
Schools.

In the fall of the same year, while in the midst of getting his
new career off the ground, he also started taking courses at New
Mexico State University that would lead toward a bachelor’s
degree in information and computer technology.

Apparently, those two challenges weren’t enough, though, for
the very next semester, Medrano began teaching as an adjunct

instructor at DACC.

prudent decision to immigrate to the U.S.

He fondly remembers his fifth-grade teacher at
Berino Elementary School, Sylvia Moreno, who “was
an important part of my success ... because she guided
me when I first came to the U.S.,” he said.

In his junior year at Gadsden High School,
Medrano decided to take college-level courses in
computer and information technology through
DACC’s Dual-Credit Program, a strategy that allowed
him to accumulate high school and college credits
simultaneously.

“My mother guided me in that decision and drove
me to Las Cruces to enroll in dual-credit classes,” Medrano said.

By the time he graduated from high school in 2003, Medrano
had successfully completed eight college courses: keyboarding
basics, introduction to microcomputer technology, introduction
to game production industry, Windows, PC maintenance and
selection I, multimedia methods and applications, operating
systems, and Internet applications. With 24 college credits under
his belt, he entered Dofia Ana Community College two classes
shy of being a sophomore.

Medrano didn’t slack off once he found himself ahead of the
pack at DACC. Instead, he added relevant work experience to
his résumé while attending classes.

“Donna Saulsberry (associate professor) had been my first
dual-credit instructor, and she also was the one who later gave
me the opportunity to work as a work-study in the Computer
and Information Technology (CIT) Department,” he said.

Professor Jon Juarez, chair of the Department of Computer
and Information Technology, became his mentor.

“I noticed right away that Manny was motivated to excel in
class and at work. He has a driven passion to achieve,” Juarez
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“It was hard at first to juggle two jobs in addition
to school,” Medrano said. “But when professor Jon
Juarez asked me to teach CIT classes, I saw it as an
opportunity that was too good to pass up.”

Two years later, in 2006, Medrano graduated from
NMSU with his bachelor’s degree and then further
advanced his career by going to work for the City of
Las Cruces as a computer specialist.

In 2007, he enrolled at Capella University and
started working on a Master of Science degree in
information technology. Later that year, he became
a computer technician I at NMSU, where he rose to
systems analyst within 12 months.

“While working as a systems analyst, I was given the op-
portunity to work in Afghanistan for one year for a project
sponsored by USAID,” Medrano said.

With the master’s degree in hand in 2009, he began teaching
as an adjunct instructor in the NMSU College of Engineering
under Jeffrey Beasley, head of the Information and Communi-
cation Technology Department.

In 2010, Medrano took a giant leap by moving to the East
Coast. The move enabled him to ascend to the position of
computer hardware engineer for the World Bank Group in
Washington, D.C.

Early last year, Medrano accepted his current position at the
U.S. Department of State, where he works as an administrator
information technology specialist.

In his “spare time,” he teaches as an adjunct college instruc-
tor for Virginia International University in Fairfax, Va., and
continues teaching online for DACC and NMSU.

DACC Community College Corner appears every other week in the
Las Cruces Bulletin. For more information about DACC and its many
program offerings, visit www.dacc.nmsu.edu or call 527-7500.
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ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Women’s work

You don’t have to hang around the cattle business
long to realize how many women are running their own
farms or ranches.

Often they are widows who have taken over the opera-
tion with the help of their children and made it work.

More recently, these women-farmers are daughters
who have come home after schooling and become part of
the family team.

There are occasions when women decide on the occu-
pation and buy their own place. In today’s world, nobody
questions a woman’s ability to run the ranch.

If your community has an FFA chapter, you can see
the preponderance of young women in leadership posi-
tions, fully supported by both mom and dad. These girls
are taken seriously as future leaders in agriculture.

Universities around the nation are filled with women
majoring in agricultural fields. They are officers in the
Block & Bridle, Alpha Zeta, the Young Farmers and
Ranchers, and the Horseman’s club.

They are on the judging teams, getting post-graduate
degrees in animal science, range science, agriculture,
environmental resources and agronomy. They compete
on level ground with men.

At major veterinary schools that still emphasize food
animal medicine, the women outnumber the men four
to one. I spoke at the Pfizer Ohio State Food Animal
Vet Student Symposium last spring. It was attended by
vet students from California Western to Cornell, from
Michigan State to Louisiana State across the country, all
of them interested in livestock and 80 percent of them
women.

The last census in Canada and the USA showed the
number of farms and ranches owned and operated by
women continues to rise. Operations in this category
amount to 14 percent. One in seven outfits is managed by
a woman.

As we all know, many farms and ranches are operated
by the team of husband and wife, yet their outfit is listed
as a partnership with the man’s name first.

To the banker, loan officer, census taker and USDA, it
is considered to be managed by the man.

But, how many times have you heard some rancher or
farmer introduce his wife as, “This is my wife, she does
the books.”

I do it myself. I can’t tell you what my electric bill is,
or if the plates on my trucks are up to date, how much
money we have in the bank, who insures the shop, how
I'm deducting the 4-wheeler, who we still owe money to,
if our kids are coming home for Thanksgiving or when I
last had a dental appointment.

But she can, so I don’t worry.

I have more important things to do; fix the brakes
on the one-ton, change the hot-wire around the house
lot, grade the gravel driveway, shoe the horses, find the
missing heifer, fix the water line to the middle drinkers,
get the waterer ready for winter, repair the alley gate in
the corral, catch “Cattlemen to Cattlemen” on RFD-TV (I
consider it continuing education) and find a 5/16 nut for
the float arm.

I'm on the job doin’ man’s work.

I remember being so busy one time that I asked my
wife if we could afford a hired man. She said, “What are
you talkin’ about? I've already got a good one!”

Baxter Black can be contacted through his website at www.
baxterblack.com.
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By Fred Nathan

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

Toward the end of your ballot in this
coming election is an opportunity to pro-
fessionalize and streamline New Mexico’s
dysfunctional Public Regulation Commission
(PRC) by voting in favor of Constitutional
Amendments 2, 3 and 4.

This matters because no local, state or fed-
eral government agency directly affects more
New Mexicans on a daily basis than the PRC.

In addition to approving the prices New
Mexicans pay for electricity, natural gas, water
and landline telephone service, the PRC also
regulates every type of insurance — ranging
from auto, property, life and title insurance to
health insurance. The PRC controls the cost
and service of motor carriers including taxis,
moving vans, buses, shuttles, ambulances and
tow trucks; processes corporate registrations;
regulates oil, natural gas and hazardous liquid
pipelines; and oversees the State Fire Mar-
shal’s office and ski lift inspections.

As a result, the PRC has the broadest regu-
latory power of any state agency in the nation,
yet the qualifications required of the five PRC
commissioners are surprisingly low for such
a powerful position. PRC commissioners are
only required to be at least 18 years of age,
residents of the state for at least one year and
not convicted felons. That is it.

There are no professional requirements or
educational requirements — not even a high
school diploma. This is particularly troubling
because PRC commissioners must frequently
make very complex and technical decisions
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Voters have chance to clean up PRC mess
Leaders in both parties support changes to commission

that require them to understand, analyze

and apply economic, legal and engineering
concepts. The decisions they make affect hun-
dreds of thousands of New Mexicans and tens
of millions of dollars.

Constitutional Amendment 2 would
authorize the legislature to increase the quali-
fications of PRC commissioners and require
continuing education so the commission-
ers are better able to fulfill their mission of
ensuring fair and reasonable utility rates and
service for all New Mexicans.

The PRC would also benefit from being
streamlined so that commissioners can focus
on their core mission, the regulation of utilities.

A good place to start would be remov-
ing the PRC’s responsibility for processing
the registration of corporations. The PRC’s
corporations bureau has long been plagued by
problems including lost checks, lost paper-
work and delays lasting weeks, even months.
Further confusing the situation, the PRC
handles the reporting and registration of only
some types of businesses, such as limited li-
ability companies (LLCs), while the Secretary
of State handles it for others, such as limited
liability partnerships (LLPs).

Constitutional Amendment 3 would con-
solidate both units into an efficient one-stop
shop for all business registrations and filings
at the Secretary of State’s office, the way 41
other states do it.

Another important reform would be to
remove the PRC’s authority over the Insur-
ance Division. Under the PRC, every Super-
intendent of Insurance has either been fired
or forced to resign because of the inherent
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conflicts that arise from working for five
bosses with competing political agendas. In
addition, the Insurance Division has been
placed on probation by the National Associa-
tion of Insurance Commissioners three times
in its 16-year history, in large part because, in
the past, PRC commissioners had pressured
the division to hire unqualified but politically
connected employees.

Constitutional Amendment 4 would in-
stead allow the superintendent to be selected
by an independent nominating committee,
insulating the regulation of insurance from
political interference.

Three of the five current PRC commis-
sioners — Chairman Patrick Lyons, Commis-
sioner Doug Howe and Commissioner Jason
Marks — have joined with Think New Mexico
to advocate for the passage of Constitutional
Amendments 2, 3 and 4 as essential first steps
toward turning around the PRC.

Lyons is a Republican, Marks is a Demo-
crat and Howe is an independent. This
tri-partisan cooperation reflects the fact that
this package is about enacting common sense
reforms, not politics.

Please encourage your friends and family
to vote in favor of Constitutional Amend-
ments 2, 3 and 4 (on the second side of your
ballot). If you would like to learn more about
these constitutional amendments to reform
the PRC, visit Think New Mexico’s website at
www.thinknewmexico.org.

Fred Nathan is executive director of Think New
Mexico, an independent, results-oriented think tank
serving New Mexicans. Think New Mexico released a
report last October titled “Rethinking the PRC.”
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Let ‘em be

State officials urge hands
off approach to wildlife

Some wildlife throughout New Mexi-
co have become stressed and/or displaced
by drought conditions or, most recently,
by wildfires.

At first glance, it may appear these ani-
mals are lost or even abandoned. It does
not always mean they need to be rescued.

The Department of Game and Fish is
asking people to leave alone animals such
as deer fawns, elk calves, bear cubs, baby
birds or other wild animals that may ap-
pear to be injured or abandoned. Most
often, the wild mothers will hide their ba-
bies in a specified area while they forage
or drink. Usually, mothers are closer than
you might think. Disturbing or moving
young wildlife can drastically decrease
their chances of survival.

“It’s never a good occasion to pick up
wildlife that appear to be lost or aban-
doned,” said Chris Ortega, Las Cruces
district wildlife supervisor. “Mothers are
never far away from their young and most
likely left them alone for protection.”

Handling animals also increases the
risk of picking up diseases or parasites.

It is very difficult to return wild animals
to their natural habitats once they have been
in close contact with humans. According to
state law, only licensed wildlife rehabilita-
tors can legally care for injured wildlife.

The public is encouraged to leave the
animals alone and contact their local
game and fish offices for wildlife that are
injured or are safety threats. Reports can
be made locally by calling 532-2100.

For more information about keeping
wildlife alive and people safe, visit www.
wildlife.state.nm.us
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Coming Up

Bingo at Legion Post 10

American Legion Post 10, 1185 E. Madrid Ave., will host
bingo on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Doors open at 3 p.m. and
bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. Food and sodas will be available. For
more information, call Chaplain Lawrence at 526-9139.

Pool league forming

The Main Street Pool League is currently starting its fall/winter
BCA Session. The league will have BCA 8 ball on Tuesday nights
and are seeking businesses interested in sponsoring or players inter-
esting in participating in a BCA 9-ball group on Thursday nights.
Anyone interested in playing may stop by My Brothers Place, 334
S. Main St., or call Cathy Cowger at 202-4506.

DACC golf tournament is Oct. 19

Dofia Ana Community College will host its 10th annual Ce-
lebrity Golf Tournament to benefit DACC and student schol-
arships at 7:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 19, at Sonoma Ranch Golf
Course, 1274 Golf Club Road.

The four-man scramble tournament begins with breakfast
at 7:30 a.m. and shotgun start at 8 a.m. Single player registra-
tion is $100 or $400 for a four-person team. Celebrities featured
in this year’s tournament include Green Bay Packer and Super
Bowl XXXI Champion Darius Holland; former men’s basketball
coach and all-time leader in men’s basketball victories at New
Mexico State University and University of Illinois Coach Lou
Henson; boxing legends and brothers Louie and Rocky Burke;
and current undefeated light middleweight boxing champion
Austin Trout.

For more information or to register for the tournament,
contact Kristi Martin at 528-7059 or kmartin@dacc.nmsu.edu.

Coats for Kids taking donations

Donations of coats and money to buy coats are now being
accepted for the 18th annual US Bank Coats for Kids program.

The parents of Las Cruces children ages birth to fifth grade
can register their children to receive a free coat through Friday,
Oct. 19 at their child’s school.

Coats may be dropped off at the following locations:

All Comet Cleaners locations: 2001 E. Lohman Ave. (in Ar-

royo Plaza), 2497 N. Main St. (across from Albertson’s) and

555 Utah St., Suite A (Utah at El Paseo, behind Village Inn.)

For a map, visit http://cometcleanerslc.com/.

+ 101 Gold (KVLC Radio, 101.1 FM) offices: 101 Perkins

Drive.

Send cash donations to Coats for Kids, c/o US Bank, 277 E.
Amador Ave., Las Cruces, NM 88001. Donations of any amount
are greatly appreciated.

US Bank, together with Community Action Agency of
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Southern New Mexico, Comet Cleaners and 101 Gold Radio,
has distributed more than 30,000 coats to needy children in the
past 17 years.

“We work with principals and counselors from LCPS, Gad-
sden Independent Schools and Hatch Valley Public Schools to
help identify children and their siblings who need a coat,” said
Karen Bailey, US Bank vice president for Treasury Services and
a long-time Coats for Kids volunteer.

“The need is greater than ever. Please check your closets for
any unused or un-needed coats to donate to this most worth-
while cause. Please join in making southern New Mexico a
warm and wonderful place to live and grow for all children.”

For more information, call Bailey at 636-6706.

OASIS club presents film series

The New Mexico State University OASIS Club — the Orga-
nization of Aggie Students Inspiring Sustainability — has an-
nounced the lineup for this year’s Fall Sustainability Film Series.
The five documentary films focus on environmental and social
issues: the small farm movement, climate change, happiness
and the economics of localization, cancer and the environment,
and farming in Cuba.

All films are free and open to the public. Each showing will
include a faculty expert as a guest speaker and to lead the dis-
cussion about the films and their subject matter.

The series kicked off Thursday, Oct. 11, with “Small Farm
Rising” (2011), a film about the nationwide trend of small, sus-
tainable farms rooted in their local communities. Kulbhushan
Grover, an assistant professor in the Department of Plant and
Environmental Sciences, is the featured speaker.

On Tuesday, Oct. 16, “Out of Balance: ExxonMobil’s Impact
on Climate Change” (2006) will be shown. The award-winning
film focuses on the world’s largest oil company as it explores the
connection between huge corporate profits and environmental
degradation. Constance Falk, a professor in the Department of
Agricultural Economics and Agricultural Business, is the fea-
tured speaker and discussion leader.

“The Economics of Happiness” (2011) is scheduled for
Tuesday, Oct. 23. The film explores communities around the
world that are developing local and more ecological alternatives
to globalization and the power of multinational corporations.
Lois Stanford, an associate professor in the Department of An-
thropology, is the featured speaker.

On Tuesday, Oct. 30, “Living Downstream” (2010) will be
shown. The film is based on a book by ecologist and cancer sur-
vivor Sandra Steingraber, who works to highlight links between
cancer and the environment. Aaron Rowland, an assistant pro-