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Legislative
goals seen
as crucial

Spaceport effort tops

local legislative goals
By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

More than 200 Las Crucens and Dona
Ana County residents will be filling the halls
of the state Capitol this weekend for Las
Cruces Day in Santa Fe Monday, Jan. 30.

One of the most significant pieces
of legislation to be discussed with
lawmakers will be expansion of liability
protection for suppliers to companies
taking customers to space from Spaceport
America.

Last year, the Legislature passed an
“informed consent” bill that giae lawsuit
protection to the companies that will fly
and launch people into space from New
Mexico, in which passengers acknowledge
that they are taking a risky ride, but doesn’t
forbid families from suing if a passenger’s
death is caused by negligence.

The Informed Consent Act, which was
signed into law, didn’t extend these pro-
tections to those supplying materials and
services to the launch companies. States
such as Florida and Texas that also want
spaceport business have approved leg-
islation to limit liability that extends to
those in what’s called “the supply chain”
of aerospace activity.

Those who believe the spaceport
between Las Cruces and Truth or Con-
sequences will bring vast new job op-
portunities say many of those jobs won’t
materialize without the liability protec-
tions given to those who provide equip-
ment, materials, supplies or services to
the aerospace entrepreneurs.

The Dona Ana County Commission
added its strong support of the expanded
law Tuesday, Jan. 24.

The spaceport legislation also leads the
list of session priorities compiled by the
Dona Ana County Legislative Coalition,
which is a mixture of government and
business community members to provide
a unified focused lobbying effort.

Other coalition priorities include:

* Dual-credit courses
Successful in improving graduation
See Session on page A12

WSMR commander promoted

Ferrari’s family plays

big roles in ceremony
By Todd G. Dickson

The New Mexican

The ceremony promoting White Sands
Missile Range Commander John Ferrari from
colonel to brigadier general Tuesday, Jan. 24,
was a mixture of military tradition and family
gentility.

He had general insignias added to his dress
uniform and shirt by his wife Andrea — more
commonly called “Andi” — and his daughters
Emilee, 8, and Jillian, 6. His 10-year-old son
Matthew was given the duty of presenting his
father with a general’s belt and service pistol.

Before the event, Ferrari said he wanted his
family to be part of the ceremony because they
are very much like many military families who
have had to endure long deployments.

“Families are important for every soldier,”
he said. “Deployment after deployment, they
are there for us. It’s the same for senior officers
as it is for junior enlisted soldiers.”

Separations caused by Ferrari’s call to duty
were more clearly detailed in his comments at
the conclusion of the ceremony. Ferrari told
how his deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan
were both unanticipated and with short notice.

See WSMR on page A15

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Nicolas Banales

White Sands Missile Range Commander John Ferrari escorts his daughter lJillian, 6,
after being promoted to brigadier general Tuesday, Jan. 24.

Students flock to new high school

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson
Crews work on expansion of Dripping Springs Road and the portion
of Sonoma Ranch Boulevard that leads to the new Centennial High
School Wednesday, Jan. 25. The city also will be connecting to the
new high school by connecting Sonoma Ranch Boulevard to Lohman
Avenue. Both road projects will be completed by the time the school
opens in August.

Road expanded for future traffic

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

Centennial High school will open in August with plenty of
students and improved road access.

Centennial Principal Michael Montoya said 835 students of
1,200 districted for the new $110 million high school off Drip-
ping Springs Road have agreed to be part of its first class.

Of that total, 350 are freshmen, 305 are sophomores and 180
are juniors.

Montoya said he was pleased with many students wanting to
try out the new state-of-the-art high school.

Las Cruces Public Schools Superintendent Stan Rounds gave
students of the new school’s attendance zone the option of stay-
ing at the high school they currently are at or are destined to go
as freshmen.

Administrators want to open the school, which has the ca-
pacity to hold 2,000 students, with between 1,100 and 1,200 in
its first year. Students in attendance areas for the other three
comprehensive high schools can request a transfer to the new
high school — so long as they or their families provide transpor-
tation. Montoya said there are enough transfer requests that he

See Students on page A7
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Lectures to examine immigration issues

NMSU invites national scholars for series

New Mexico State University is offering a
speaker series called “Arriving in America: The
Challenge of Immigrants and Minorities in
Modern American History.”

The series presents seven noted historians
who will look at the experiences of immigrant
groups such as Mexicans, Hispanics, the Irish,
the Italians, East European Jews, the great mi-
gration of African Americans and Asians.

“Given the similarity among the experienc-
es of Mexicans and other immigrant groups,”’
said Andrea Orzoff, a history professor in the
College of Arts and Sciences at NMSU and

speaker series organizer, “I thought this would
provide the opportunity for a transnational
comparative discussion of immigration as an
ongoing problem for American society.”

The series begins at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 31. All talks will be held in the College of
Health and Social Services auditorium, except
for the final talk, which will be at the Stan Ful-
ton Center.

The first speaker of the series, Anthony
Mora, is an assistant professor in the history
department at the University of Michigan.

Mora will present “Americans Immigrate

)

Join us for one of the most

\ | ‘ﬂ l important events of the year.
I

Register Now!
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Events Showcase, call Helping Hands at 522-1232. To place an ad in this
Perfect Southwest Weddings 2012, call the Las Cruces Bulletin at 524-8061.

WWW.LASCRUCESBRIDALSHOWCASE.COM

Constantly’ Historic Ironies and Reversals
that Made the Modern U.S.-Mexican Border.”

Matthew Jacobson, a professor of American
studies, African-American studies and history
at Yale University, will speak on “Race, Immi-
gration and Citizenship in the United States:
The Irish Experience as Racial Odyssey” Tues-
day, Feb. 7.

Documentary  filmmaker  Gianfranco
Norelli will show his documentary film “Pane
Amaro (Bitter Bread)” on the Italian-American
immigrant experience Thursday, Feb. 16.

Spencer Crew, aGeorge Mason University
professor, will discuss “The Great Migration
of African Americans: Making the ‘Color Line’
National” Monday, Feb. 20.

Hasia Diner, a professor of American Jewish

News | A3

history at New York University, will speak on
“East European Jewish Immigrants: Unwanted
in the Land of Promise” Thursday, Feb. 23.

Charlotte Brooks, an assistant professor of
history and co-chair of the Program in Asian
and Asian-American studies at Baruch Col-
lege, City University of New York, will discuss
“The First ‘Illegals’: The Legacy of the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882” Thursday, March 8.

On Monday, March 12, David Gutierrez,
a professor in the history department at the
University of California at San Diego, will con-
clude the series at the Stan Fulton Center with
a capstone lecture on “The Suppression of Im-
migrants Rights and the Impending Crisis of
Citizenship.”

The lectures are free and open to the pub-
lic. Visit https://corridor.nmsu.edu/auxadmin/
parkingforms/epermit.aspx for a parking per-
mit for off-campus visitors.
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Coach Henson
As good as he wanted to be

= ;a‘ Richard Coltharp
. That’s the Way
of the World

In my travels, I have met three members
of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame: Bill Walton, Don Haskins and the
enigmatic Dennis Rodman.

I have also had the good fortune to meet
two other people who I believe should be
in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame but, inexplicably, are not: Nolan
Richardson and the steadfast Lou Henson.

Henson, the longtime New Mexico State
University coach and former Aggie player,
recently turned 80, and will be honored Sat-
urday, Jan. 28, at the Pan American Center
as the Aggies face Fresno State University.

Let’s take a look at the Basketball Hall of
Fame’s criteria for enshrinement.

According to the hall’s website, www.
hoophall.com, “All of the enshrinees are
celebrated for their outstanding achieve-
ments and accomplishments. As the highest
honor in basketball, entrance into the Hall
of Fame recognizes outstanding contribu-
tions to the sport.” The hall’s mission: “To
honor and celebrate basketball’s greatest
moments and people.”

Those terms are murkily subjective. I
wonder how you compare someone who is
in the hall to someone who is not. Let’s try.

Henson: Before being an Aggie, played
basketball for two years at a small college in
Oklahoma, Connors State Junior College.

Rodman: Played basketball for three
years at a small college in Oklahoma,
Southeastern Oklahoma State University.

Henson: In 1997-98, he coached New
Mexico State University for $1 per month.

Rodman: In 1996-97, he played for
the NBA Chicago Bulls for $750,000 per
month.

Henson: Nickname — “Lou.”

Rodman: Nickname — “The Worm.”

Henson: Married to the same woman
for more than 57 years.

Rodman: Often dresses like a woman,
with more than 57 different outfits.

Rodman drew more attention for his
antics off the court than on, and many
consider him a clown. Having met Rodman,
and discussed our mutual ties in the state
of Oklahoma, I can attest he has a humble,
sincere side. He also showed this side in his

Op

the Basketball Hall of Fame.

At his best, few players in the history of
the game played harder than Rodman. Only
one man led the league in rebounding more
seasons than Rodman, and that was the
Babe Ruth of the NBA, Wilt Chamberlain.

When Rodman led NBA rebounders
with an 18.7 average in 1991-92, it was the
highest average in 20 years. With virtually
no offensive skills, Rodman used his unique
defensive abilities to make him a valuable
cog in five NBA championship teams.

Henson, with 779 official NCAA coach-
ing victories, and having taken two differ-
ent schools to the Final Four, absolutely
belongs in the Hall of Fame. In the case of
Henson, his off-the-court work only adds
to his accomplishments. He is a legend at
both NMSU and the University of Illinois,
the two schools where he worked the bulk
of his career. His influence has changed
the direction of the lives of many, includ-
ing former players, assistant coaches and
even casual acquaintances. Lou and wife
Mary are revered both in Las Cruces and
in Champaign-Urbana, IlL., for the success
of Henson’s teams, but more, I believe, for
who they are. At both universities, they em-
braced students, faculty and community.

Perhaps if he were as colorful and
bizarre as Rodman, coach Henson might
already be in the Hall of Fame. He has been
too busy, however, being himself.

Rodman: Wrote a book called “Bad As I
Wanna Be.”

Henson: Wrote a book called “Lou: Win-
ning at Illinois.”

Rodman: Used to wear customized
leather Converse All-Stars adorned with a
stylized version of one of his tattoos.

Henson: Used to wear canvas Converse
All-Stars adorned with the signature of
Chuck Taylor.

Rodman: Used to dye his hair with as
many as 10 different colors.

Henson: Has worn at least 10 different
versions of the “Lou ’Do.”

Rodman: Has 27 visible body piercings.

Henson: Once accidentally poked him-
self with a safety pin.

When he was inducted into the Hall of
Fame, Rodman wore sunglasses, a big black
cowboy hat and a feather boa.

When he is finally inducted into the Hall
of Fame, Henson might wear something
flashy, too. He might just wear a tie with
alternating crimson and orange stripes,

INIONS

RUCE

E X | C O

M
"America’s Top Places to Retire”
E D 2010 - AARP
" Top 20 Town of the Future”
-I- 2010 - Sunset Magazine

"No. 6 - Best Performing Cities”
2010 - Milken Institute

ENTOY ANOTHER
SLICE OF MY FAMous
DEERFRIED BUTTER [
CHUNKS ANp BACON /i
CHEESECAKE! /

\ .
RUINING YER HEALTH ALL
{TiE WAY TOTHE

- - r
T I e e [ PEERS o ()

HiGH-EAT CUSINE

LONEY, TRY VICTOZA!
THE DlAEETlEﬁ CRUG

T ENDORSE.. t —  ———
KicHiNG! 5545450 LBILLY cookiN’ il 4

- L

e
ﬁ?ﬁ:ﬂ-ﬂzﬂ/
7 AND T'LL KEEP
A LID ON THIS
LITTE PISH !

Letters to the Editor

Movement milestone

Come celebrate Occupy Las Cruces’ first
quarter anniversary from 2 to 5 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 28, at the occupation site in Albert
Johnson Park, 200 E. Picacho Ave. Bring food,
bring music, bring games, bring stories, but
mostly bring yourselves. We will celebrate the
occupy movement and give thanks to all of
our community supporters.

These last three months have been
amazing. A town square has been created
for people to come and debate, discuss and
express their worries, frustrations, ideas and
hope. People from all walks of life have joined
together to form a coalition of concerned citi-
zens who are advocating for legal, economic,
political and environmental justice as well as
for social equality. We are all struggling so that
everyone can enjoy abundance, fair represen-
tation, harmony and well-being.

We have been able to organize protests,
community discussions, teach-ins and much
more. We have worked together with amazing
organizations in the community to increase
our strength and work for positive change. We
have also joined in solidarity with the national
occupy movement to effect change beyond
the local level.

For all who have donated their time or
goods, this is for you. For everyone who drives

by the occupation site and honks, this is for
you. For everyone who supports the cause but
might not have had time to participate, this

is for you. This party, as well as the occupy
movement itself, is for everyone who sees
some glaring problems in our world and has
ideas on how to effect positive change.

This is the first of many anniversaries, as
this is a movement that is growing and will
continue to grow for years to come. This truly
is what democracy looks like.

Jason Burke

Supports immigrants

The assault of Gov. Susana Martinez on
Mexican illegals is appalling and a travesty. She
keeps pushing for the abolition of driver’s li-
censes for illegals. Her obsession on the issue has
created unjustified fear-mongering about illegal
immigrants by her baseless exaggeration about
terrorists and drug bosses getting licenses.

The New Mexico Legislature should stand
up and firmly oppose her anti-immigrant
policies. New Mexico should be the leader
in fostering a compassionate policy regard-
ing illegal immigration, since Congress has
failed totally to pass comprehensive immigra-
tion legislation. The New Mexico Legislature
should reject Martinez’s miserable policy.

Greg Lennes

The Las Cruces Bulletin invites readers to submit letters, preferably by email to editor@lascrucesbulletin.com. They
can be sent in by fax at 526-4621. Letters also can be mailed or dropped off at 840 N. Telshor Blvd., Suite E.,
88011. Letters should not exceed 200 words and must include the writer's name, address and telephone number
for verification. Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters may be edited for length or content.

teary Hall of Fame induction speech.
Rodman clearly has his bizarre side, too,
but I believe absolutely Rodman belongs in

representing the two universities and
communities upon which he has made a
permanent, positive impact.
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New Mexico governor’s response: Still not interested

Jay Miller
Inside the Capitol

Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney has con-
firmed that he is looking at New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez
as a possible vice-presidential running mate.

When asked what vice-presidential possibilities he was con-
sidering, Romney indicated his interest in some of the party’s
first-term governors. Martinez was one of the first he named.
He, of course, omitted any of those who already have created
major controversies in their states. And he didn’t mention any
U.S. senators.

It is interesting that Romney, a former governor, has his eye
on new governors rather than current members of Congress to
complete his ticket if he is nominated. Senators often are the
choice for running mates because they have the contacts to aid
a president in getting legislation through Congress. Senators
also are preferable to House members since they represent an
entire state that they might be able to help win in the general
election.

But Romney apparently is looking at people with executive
experience to help him run government. One drawback is that
governors have little foreign policy background, which often is
a major subject in vice-presidential debates.

Martinez has responded to this and a mention last week
on national television that she would be the best balance for a
ticket headed by Rick Santorum, the only true conservative in
the GOP presidential race.

Martinez said she is not interested in the vice presidency
because her full attention is focused on being the best gover-
nor she can be for New Mexico. That always was former Gov.
Bill Richardson’s response the three times he was considered
for the vice presidency.

Disinterest almost always has to be a governor’s response.
The possibility of being the selection out of the many being con-
sidered is low. It weakens one’s power and popularity at home

and it eliminates the embarrassment of not being selected.

One time when Richardson was being considered, he even-
tually wrote a letter to a presidential nominee saying he was
not interested. Some wonder if Richardson ever was seriously
considered. The consensus is that he was seriously considered
by Al Gore in 2000, when Richardson was U.S. Energy secre-
tary and former United Nations ambassador.

The gasoline price spike and the loss of documents during
the Los Alamos fire ruined his chances that time. In 2004,
Richardson had two successful years as governor under his belt
and probably wasn’t particularly interested in leaving his job.

I do know that he was seriously enough considered that
year to be vetted. I received a phone call from a member of
that committee asking whether I thought Richardson’s interest
in Billy the Kid and the Roswell incident were an indication
that he would be too off-the-wall.

Despite their assurances about remaining as governor, if
the call ever comes, it is difficult to decline the request to serve
one’s country.

Martinez wouldn’t have to give up her office in order to
run. Governors and members of Congress do it all the time.
Gov. Sarah Palin and Gov. George W. Bush ran while remain-
ing in office. So did Martinez and Lt. Gov. Diane Denish
while they were running for governor. Martinez, however, has
indicated some strong feelings about others running for office
while serving in her administration.

She told Lt. Gov. John Sanchez she would strip him of all
duties when he announced as a candidate for the U.S. Senate.
Sanchez noted that he also is an elected official and doesn’t
take orders from the governor.

Jon Barela is the secretary of economic development for the
governor and, as such, is not an elected official. Martinez said
if Barela were to run for Congress in the First Congressional
District, he would have to resign his position.

Barela waited a long time to declare whether he would run.
He finally did so last week, announcing that he will stay put.
He, of course, didn’t say whether Martinez’s requirement that
he resign played a part in his decision.

Jay Miller may be contacted at insidethecapitol@hotmail.com.

Letter to the Editor

We should expect

Jimmy Carter.

Middle East dictator didn’t work for

Ironically, President Obama’s first-
term presidency is also facing a profits-

the worst

Is history about to repeat itself?

After all, history repeats itself on
those who don’t learn from it.

More than 30 years ago, in 1979,
the Iranian people deposed the Shah
of Iran. One-term President Jimmy
Carter, with an election around the
corner, responded in kind, which left
52 of our citizens behind as hostages
in Iran and a failed military incursion
ending in disaster. Obviously, our in-
ternational foreign policy of intimidat-
ing a nation whose people had just
ousted a favored American-approved

In addition, it left Iran’s Ayatollah
Khomeini holding the wild card in
president Carter’s reelection and he
knew exactly where to use it.

While Carter prayed in the Rose
Garden for some divine intervention,
the GOP and presidential candidate
Ronald Reagan were making deals with
the mullahs and even bearing gifts
(amusingly one was a cake with icing
on it) behind Carter’s back as incen-
tives for releasing the hostages and
obtaining the mullah’s cooperation.

The question is, will first-term
President Barack Obama fall for the
same tricks that befell Carter?

before-people Republican Party who
will go any distance, pay any price and
shed and/or dissipate any blood to see
the president fail.

One thing is quite clear, the GOP
and the Republican Party will blame
Obama for all of his achievements
including negotiating, preventing or
beginning a war.

Since intimidation by armed con-
flict is a standard practice in our for-
eign policies and diplomacy is not an
option, both the Iranian and American
people should expect the worst.

Fermin-Fermon Torres
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WARNING: The Attorney General
has determined that lack of exercise
is detrimental to your health.

SPeatey.

ASPHALT PAVING

Jim McNally

N.M. LIC 90054

FREE ESTIMATES
ASPHALT PAVING
REPAIRS
SLURRY SEALCOAT

RECYCLED ASPHALT
MILLINGS 1/2 THE PRICE
AS REGULAR HOT MIX

LOCAL REFERENCES FURNISHED ¢ TOLL-FREE 1-800-220-0678

505-975-5213
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ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Why no
farmer poetry?

Cowboy poetry is one of my efforts. I do my best but
sometimes when I am in the corn belt or entertaining
the Western Pistachio Growers, 'm asked why I don’t do
more farmer poetry? I try to explain to them that cowboy
poetry is about wrecks; horse wrecks, cow wrecks, sheep
wrecks, dog wrecks, financial wrecks, Tyrannosaurus
wrecks, the never-ending wrecks.

For instance, when someone tells a story about a horse
buckin’ over the haystack and dumping the cowboy into
the pig pen, or a rancher missing a cow in the chute then
getting run over while he’s trying to check her teeth, or
the vet wrapping the calving chain over his wrist then
looping the other end over the nearly-born calf’s feet
followed by the inevitable escape, or the mama cow chas-
ing the cowboy around the pickup and through the cab
whilst he tries to ear tag said calf — everybody listening is
laughing their heads off.

For some reason a cowboy getting bucked off or run
over, plowed down, drug through the cattails, trampled,
stomped or butted, is funny. 'm not sure why.

I can think of two possible explanations; No. 1 -The
cowboy mentality and No. 2 - the cow herself

The cowboy mentality is an attitude, a view of life, an
ability to focus so intently on one thing that other parts
of the picture are blocked out. Like he’s standing on a
railroad track at night, concentrating on the headlamp so
hard he does not see the locomotive behind it.

This tunnel-vision cowboy mentality makes it feasible
for cowboys to step right into an obvious trap that others
would normally avoid.

It often starts with the cowboy saying, “Whataya mean
I can’t ride that horse?” or “Go ahead and let off on the
squeeze, I think I can hold her,” or “Don’t worry, dogs
really like me.”

Then you mix this mentality with No. 2, the humble
cow. There is a fine line between the “fight or flight”
behavioral mechanism in the bovine. But the cowboy
always seems to be straddling the divide with a leg on
either side when the cow makes her decision.

Fight or flight?

Either way the cowboy gets run over so it all works
out.

Thus, it’s the idea that one of God’s dumbest creatures
seems to regularly outwit our cowboy hero, and that
makes it funny.

On the other hand, farmer wrecks are always about
machinery. Hanging your Carhartt coverall sleeve in the
PTO and being stripped naked in a nanosecond or get-
ting run down by a robotic controlled chemical spraying
drone, doesn’t really illicit large guffaws.

So that’s why I don’t write more farmer poetry.

Of course, there’s always the one about the farmer’s
daughter.

Baxter Black may be contacted through his website at www.
baxterblack.com.

See how | make it simple

to help secure your
family’s financial future.

Carol Nike
575-532-4830

TTT0 M. Telshor Bhvd, Las Croces, K

73

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance « Investments

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Securities & senvices offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, 1A 50266,
B77/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company®*/West Des Moines, IA. *Affikates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M075-ML-1 (9-11)
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Actions have consequences

Riots and collapse will be the inevitable result
of our dependency on entitlements and debt

Michael Swickard
In My Opinion

The woman looked pitiful in the interview.

“T just can’t quit smoking. It’s that secret stuff
companies put in them that keeps me from quitting.”
She brushed back a tear. “Cigarette companies did this
to me.”

The interviewer accepted her assertion.

However, people in prison say, “If you can’t do the
time, don’t do the crime.”

There is no avoiding the consequences of actions.
This woman made a case for it being someone else’s
fault she didn’t stop smoking. But she cannot avoid the
results.

The woman smoked for many years because she
wanted to smoke. She ignored the people around her
who spoke to the dangers of smoking. All smokers know
before they start that it is not healthy. They also know it
is a hard habit to break. Each has reasons for why he or
she started and why they continue despite the dangers.

Likewise, many geezers say, “Nope, never smoked.”
No one pesters them about why they did not smoke.
Each of us makes a conscious choice to smoke or not
just as each of us eats healthy or drives safely.

The other day someone passed me over a double yel-
low line and narrowly missed an oncoming car. They may
make risky maneuvers many times before they are killed.
Whether it is driving, drugs or anything else, the thing
about consequences is that while they are not applied
every time, sooner or later they always come to bear.

This is a long introduction to my concern that our
nation cannot continue to elect people who allow our
nation to act financially irresponsible. One day, this
cancer of spending without restraint will metastasize
into a nation-killing calamity.

We have the example of Greece where much of their
future was expended in the past for political advantage.
Now their future is bleak, at best.

During the last 50 years, our nation has taken a giant
leap from our collective financial senses to enjoy the
short-term political advantages of irresponsible gather-
ing of debt while ignoring the prospects that come

with the long-term debt. There is no escape from those
consequences, only delay.

Individual politicians say they have to be financially
irresponsible or be thrown out of office. That is true. If
a candidate does not clamor for money to bring to the
district they are unelectable.

Current politicians only have one plan, “I will spend
the resources of our nation on you, whether we have
resources or not.”

So, my fellow Americans, we have discovered the
problem and the problem is us.

Now that we have the culprit firmly grasped by the
collar what are we to do with ourselves? The politics of
promise is where the power and money is in our society.
Anyone with a frugal streak is unelectable because voters
rightly understand that if one state foregoes the federal
largess another state will get that benefit instead. Voters
rationalize that someone will get those resources; we
must elect someone to look after our short-term interests.

At the core what is being practiced in our country is
a political system designed to give amazing power to a
few while taking the resources of many. Because so many
people benefit from the theft of resources, there are not
enough protestors to the theft of our country’s future.

The promises sound great but are not sustainable.
One day the bill will come due. Our country will be like
Greece in that riots will precede the collapse.

Will there be a collapse? There has to be, no other
outcome is possible.

Comingled with our financial crisis of spending
significantly more than we have is the crisis of entitle-
ment. What drives our public policy is, “I deserve this
and more.”

Americans say, “As long as I vote as I have voted I
will always have what I have had”

The sense of entitlement is the thing that is essential
for politicians to trade the resources of a nation for
their control of that nation. At the very least we need
truth as to the direction we are going. We all know we
cannot spend without restraint, much as we know that
smoking is unhealthy.

There will be final consequences.

Michael Swickard is co-host of radio talk show News New
Mexico on KSNM-AM 570. Swickard may be contacted at

Tri<tnit

Conference

“CELEBRATING US: EMBRACING THE JOURNEY OF CULTURAL
COMPETENCE IN DYSPHAGIA PRACTICE”

Friday, February 17, 2012

Keynote Speaker
Luis F. Riquelme,
- MS,F-CCC-SLP,BRS-S
| Assistant Professor,
i New York Medical College

Dr. Joan C. Arvedson,
PhD, F-CCC-SLP, BC-NCD, BRS-S
Clinical Professor,
Medical College of

In addition, a panel of experts from the University of New Mexico SAFE Clinic
(Support and Assessment for Feeding and Eating) will present on the associated
behavioral aspects of swallowing disorders.

Solving retirement fund problems

The Educational Retirement Board (ERB) plays a very important
role in the life of every New Mexican who works in public education.
The organization is responsible for providing pensions to these public
servants. During their working careers, the employees and employers
make contributions to the ERB, which invests the contributions so that
with the investment earnings, there will be enough money to pay the
retirement benefits accrued during their working years.

As the ERB’s chairman and a board member for more than 10
years, I assure you that those of us serving as ERB board members
take our fiduciary duty very seriously. As a board, we are not known as
alarmists; however, now is the time for important corrective action to
be taken to ensure the long-term sustainability of the pensions that we
provide to New Mexico’s public educational employees. The longer we
wait to take action, the more severe the changes will need to be.

In September 2011, our board set aggressive goals to improve ERB’s
funding. Some have said that these goals are unrealistic; however, it is
our duty to honor ERB’s commitments to teachers, faculty and staff
and be able to pay the retirement benefits that they have worked so
long and hard to earn.

In November 2011, our board selected a proposal to present to the
legislature for action in the 2012 session. The proposal was designed
and presented by the New Mexico Association of Educational Retirees
(NMAER), accepted by the ERB and endorsed by the Legislature’s
Investments and Pension Oversight Committee. The plan includes two
key features that will help the ERB on the path to solvency.

The first is a 12.5-percent reduction in the Cost of Living Adjust-
ment (COLA) for all current and future retirees. Recently, at one of
our meetings with stakeholders to explain why the ERB must make
changes in its benefits, one retiree noted that it seemed unfair that the
ERB retirees are getting COLAs almost every year while the classroom
teachers haven’t had raises in three years — and many of the retirees in
the room concurred.

The second feature of the proposal is to establish a minimum re-
tirement age of 55. To ensure that members close to retirement will be
able to keep their plans, there will be a ten-year grandfather period in
which the minimum retirement age will not be applied. Already, many
of ERB’s members work well past age 55.

A careful review of these changes show that they are indeed modest
changes, however, these minor changes will have strong and positive
effects within a very few years for ERB’s funding.

For many years, the New Mexico legislature has wrestled with how
to address ERB’s long-term underfunding problem, and we’ve made
progress in recent years. New Mexico’s educators deserve better they
should have a fully funded retirement that they can count on.

Now is the time for all of us to commit to working in partnership
with the legislature to improve ERB’s solvency and ensure that benefits
for all of our members — retired members, active employees and future

members — are secure.
Mary Lou Cameron

Chairman Board of Trustees
Educational Retirement Board

michael@swickard.com.

Guest Speaker

Wisconsin

Conference will be held at the

NMSU Corbett Center

Student Union - Third Floor Ballrooms
1600 International Mall

Las Cruces, NM 88003

APRENDAM
Intervention Team

" DIRECT
THERAPY
J‘é"“‘i

For more information, contact:
Felicia Olivas
575-526-6682 or folivas@aitkids.com

Download registration form online:

www.triunityconference.net

Register Early
Limited to 359 C
Participants

Up to 30% off on winter items

e goggles
¢ helmets
e wax and tune accessories

® beanies

¢ snow packs

from brands like Smith Optics,
Dakine, Swix, Black Diamond, and Osprey “===

Come by the NMSU Outdoor Rec Center
located in the NMSU Activity Center Rm. 108

Winter Sale

Sale runs through 2/17/2012

575.646.4252
Outdoor@nmsu.edu ® Qutdoor.nmsu.edu
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Students

Continued from page A1

believes the school will open with at least 1,100
students.

“Right now, we’re pretty close to a thousand
students,” Montoya said Tuesday, Jan. 24.

Simultaneously, Montoya is hiring the
teaching staff for the new high schools.

“We’re in the midst of staffing the school,”
he said. “We’re currently working on the elec-
tive courses.”

Located northeast of the
New Mexico Farm & Ranch
Heritage Museum, the Centen-
nial campus takes up 72 acres of
land leased from New Mexico
State University on a 105-acre
site. owned by the Bureau of
Land Management.

The school is made up of four
academic wings for students of
different grade levels, which will
have administrative support for
“a school within the school” ap-
proach to each. The approach is
seen as a way to prevent drop-
outs, with incoming freshmen
getting the most intensive sup-
port. Each wing has small office
spaces for teachers to use, in
case they have to share their classrooms, and
individual food courts for students.

Centennial classrooms will have the latest
educational technology, including large touch
screen boards, similar to those seen on net-
work television broadcasts, which teachers will
use for multi-media presentations.

Centennial will have a strong focus on me-
dia, along with a variety of other career-orient-
ed clusters of course offerings, with heavy em-
phasis on science, technology, engineering and
mathematics. The school’s complex for choir,
bands or orchestra has a recording studio.

The new school includes a gymnasium with
an indoor running track on the second floor

now, we’re
pretty close
students.

MICHAEL MONTOYA,
Centennial High
School principal

SIGNS OF A'IFFAK:
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Spelling bee winners

and an auxiliary gym that Rounds said is better
than many other gyms.

The two-story media center will be shared
with the city’s library system with public ac-
cess. The total building area of Centennial is
344,000 square feet.

Some people who live in the Talavera
neighborhood behind Tortugas Mountain
have raised concerns about increased traffic on
Dripping Springs Road, currently the only ac-
cess to the school.

Work has begun on expanding the lanes
leading up to the turnoff to the new high
school, which is the extension
of Sonoma Ranch Boulevard.
This work is the school dis-
trict’s share of road improve-
ments to Sonoma Ranch
Boulevard, which leads up to
the high school, and is costing
more than $1.56 million.

Recently, the Las Cruces

Right

City Council approved
toa thousand funding for a 1.8-mile
extension of  Sonoma

Ranch Boulevard to provide
secondary access to the
new school. It will connect
Sonoma Ranch Boulevard
from Lohman Avenue.

Using city revenue bonds
sales, the city’s portion was
awarded at more than $1.4 million with Mor-
row Enterprises Inc. of Las Cruces building
the road. Construction of the city’s portion of
Sonoma Ranch Boulevard is expected to begin
sometime next month and is scheduled to be
completed by August.

City Manager Robert Garza said the city got
a good bid on the road work — originally esti-
mated at $2 million — and the Sonoma Ranch
Boulevard extension fits in with city plans to
build an East Mesa public safety campus north
of Lohman. The public safety campus will in-
clude police and fire substations and a new
Mesilla Valley Regional Dispatch Authority
emergency dispatch center.

What are the signs of a natural
gas pipeline leak? Blowing or
hissing sounds, dust blowing
from a hole in the ground,
bubbling in wet or flooded areas,
the smell of rotten eggs, dead
or discolored vegetation in an
otherwise green area and flames
if the leak is ignited. You,as a
good neighbor, can help us if you
suspect a natural gas leak and
call it in. We’ll know what to do.
New Mexico’s natural choice,

N Zia Natural Gas Company ...
. and please remember to call 811
. before you dig.

or visit us on-line at www.ziagas.com
3700 W. Picacho Ave. Las Cruces
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Shown with 2012 Las
Cruces Public Schools
District Spelling Bee
word pronouncer
Mark Waltermire are
spelling bee winners
Selena Gonterman,
third place; Kira
Cunniff, second place;
and Olivia Weinbaum,
first place - who won
Jan. 20 by spelling
"asphyxiant” correctly.

Las Cruces Public Schools photo

ening of our larger
new location!

- New menu items!

- Now offering select beers!

- Drink specials all 3 days!

- Winemaker on site!

 FREE dessert & door prizes!

1720 Avenida de Mesilla « 524-0390
[®] One block north of old location

Scan for www.StClairWinery.com
more info.

Wine & Roses Valentines Dinner - February 14, 2012
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Sky Safari is
set for Jan. 28

The Las Cruces Museum of
Natural History will hold its
monthly Sky Safari star party
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28, at
the Tombaugh Observatory
on the New Mexico State Uni-
versity campus. The program
typically lasts two hours.

Each month, in coopera-
tion with the astronomy de-
partment at NMSU, the mu-
seum focuses on one aspect of
the night sky.

In January, the discussion
is about nebulas, star-forming
regions of space that are
visible in the night sky. The
night begins with a short
presentation about nebulas and
a hands-on project available for
the youngest participants.

Then, using high-powered
telescopes and the expert
guidance by the NMSU as-
tronomy department per-
sonnel, participants will view
these incredible stellar nurs-
eries. Participants can ask
questions and bring their own
telescopes to explore the won-
ders of the night sky.

Participants must provide
their own transportation and
minors must be accompanied
by a parent or guardian.

For more information, call
522-3120.

Astronomy
open house

The New Mexico State
University Department of As-
tronomy will hold an obser-
vatory open house at 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 27, at the NMSU
campus observatory. Astron-
omy personnel on hand will
be professor Nicole Vogt and

graduate assistants Kenza Ar-
raki, Kyle DeGrave and Kyle
Uckert.

Vogt will present a short
astronomical film. Sky view-
ing through telescopes will
include the crescent moon,
the planets Venus, Mars and
Jupiter, Orion the Hunter,
the Gemini Twins Castor and
Pollux.

Admission is free, and chil-
dren are especially welcome
to attend.

For more information, call
the NMSU Astronomy De-
partment at 646-4438.

Girl Scouts
seek booth
locations

Girl Scouts of the Desert
Southwest is inviting organi-
zation and businesses to be-
come a community partner
by allowing Girl Scout troops
to host a cookie booth at
their location Jan. 28-March
4. The booths provide a Girl
Scout troop the opportunity
to work toward a goal and
earn the resources needed
to support troop programs,
events and activities. The Girl
Scout Cookie Program is a
time-honored American tra-
dition for young girls.

Booths may be set up
weekday afternoons, evenings
or weekend mornings, after-
noons or evenings.

Girl Scouts of the Desert
Southwest will obtain the re-
quired city permits, train vol-
unteers, and make all other
arrangements with the Girl
Scout troop.

For more information,
contact Monica at 526-2532
or mjasso@gsdsw.org.

New Mexico Farm and Ranch Museum

Dinner Buffet! D) and Dancing!

Cash barl

King and Queen contest] Much, much more!

$38 or Table of 10 for $350

I
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Crop farmers

meet Jan. 31

The Southern Rio Grande
Diversified Crop Farmers will
meet to discuss water rights
adjudication at 9 a.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 31, in the Days Inn
Columbus Conference Cen-
ter, 901 Avenida de Mesilla.

Members  will  discuss
proving up water rights from
4.5 acre-feet to 5.5 acre-feet,
combining ground and sur-
face water. The water priority
issue is under review in the
3rd Judicial District Court.

An election also will be
conducted for five board po-
sitions now held by Edmund
Ogaz, Keith Deputy, John
DeRuyter, Nick Carson and
Bill Porter.

Weapons
qualification

The Las Cruces Police
Department will conduct a

safety and weapons qualifi-
cation course for retired law
enforcement officers who re-
side in southern New Mexico
at 8 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28, at
the Las Cruces Police Depart-
ment’s Training Academy.
Live-fire qualifications will be
conducted the same day at the
Butterfield firing range.

Completionofthefour-hour
HR-218 course, which includes
classroom instruction and field
training, allows retired law en-
forcement officers to maintain
qualifications under New Mex-
ico state statutes.

For more information or
to register for the course, call
Sgt. Pat Doyle at 202-4136.

Sister Cities

scholarships

The Las Cruces-Nienburg
Sister Cities Committee is of-
fering two scholarships of
$500 each to high school or
university students in Las
Cruces who are U.S. citizens

*(‘-MSI!N ENTERTA

NIAGIGAL Y

Tickets - $15

Jornada Elementary School PTO

Call Ray Jaramillo at 575-527-9536
or email rayjaramillo@yahoo.com

[NMENT PRESENTS:

MYSTERY SHOW
TUESDAY, JAN. 31

Rio Grande Theatre ® 211 N. Downtown Mall
6 p.m. Doors Open e 6:30 p.m. Show

100% of all ticket sales supports

FUN

FOR THE
WHOLE
FAMILY!

Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary
Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”

Pet of the Week

L
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Sam, a 3 year old male Blue

Heeler mix. A big, active

youngster, Sam is handsome too,

with a black and white coat and

one dark eye, one light. Sam is

fine with children but not cats.

840-D El Paseo

safehavenanimalsanctuary.net

Safe Haven
Animal
Sanctuary

575-805-5338

Visit us on the web:

WE DO

Family
ALL.

Mike Apodaca, Agent
1100 South Main, Suite 101
Las Cruces, NM 88005

We adll feel the same
commitment to care for
our families. As your good
neighbor agent, | can help
you meet your insurance
needs. Call me today.

StateFarm

Bus: 575-526-2409
www.mikeapodaca.com

INSURANEE
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Bird tours will be at 8:15
a.m. Saturdays, Feb. 4, 11
and 18.

World Wetlands Day: 8
a.m. to noon Saturday,
Feb. 4. Events include a
guided bird tour at 8:15
a.m., a wetland presenta-
tion by Environmental
Specialist Chris Canavan,
and the Rolling River dis-
play sponsored by El Paso
Water Utilities. Visitors
will learn about wetlands
and the importance of
water conservation at this
half-day event.

Bosque Education Work-

currently enrolled ina German ~ *
class. This scholarship is to be
used for airfare and associated
travel expenses to Nienburg/
Germany in order to partici-
pate in cultural and language
activities in conjunction with
an organized program.

Selection will be based on
need, merit, a written essay
and the recommendation by
the current German teacher.
After their return from Nien-
burg, the scholarship recipi-
ents are also obligated to give
awritten and oral presentation
to the Las Cruces-Nienburg
Sister Cities Committee.

For more information, shop: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
email Charlene Brock at Saturday, Fel?. 11. This free
brockos@aol.com by Tuesday, workshop will help teach-
Jan. 31. ers learn how to use the

Bosque Education Guide,
an interdisciplinary cur-
riculum designed for in-
struction in kindergarten
through 12th grade. Space
is limited, to reserve a seat,
call 523-4398.

Pruning 101: 10 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 18. Master
Naturalist Sylvia Hacker
will provide tips on how
to prune trees and shrubs
in the park classroom.
Becoming a Birder Series
will be at 8:15 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 25.

MV Bosque

events listed

Mesilla  Valley Bosque
State Park, 5000 Calle del
Norte west of Mesilla, has an-
nounced its February calen-
dar of events.

+ Ranger-led nature hikes
are at 3 p.m. each Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
Visitors are asked to bring
binoculars, water, sun-
screen and hiking shoes to

all hikes.
In-Home Computer

2 9 Troubleshoot

Honest, Fair Services & Prices

Repairs *« Custom Computer Builds
Upgrades * Network Solutions

Keith Vick, Owner/Technician
]  575-202-0717
LY [T 5 “Call a Tech, not a Geek.”

Rustic Southwest

FURNITURE

New One Acre

Et Pase WR
SADDLEBLANKET s*gnomr to Saddleblggt(bM

6926 Gateway East Now OPEN!

Rustic Southwest Style Furniture

* Solid Wood *NO Particle Board!?
CABINETS » ARMOIRES * BARS * BENCHES * TABLES * CHAIRS * MORE!

Southwest Rugs & Accessories
NOW OPEN * 2 ACRES OF SHOPPING % HONEST LOW PRICES
F— —— EEEEE——
\ Alo6
" Call 526-8000
or 1-800-897-2746

if you have information about this week’s
crime of the week or any other crime.

£3 o
I CAIE STOPPERS
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Hot Chocolate Cache: 8
a.m. to noon Saturday,
Feb. 25. This is one of
many cache events to
commemorate the cen-
tennial of New Mexico’s
statehood. This is event
is intended for senior
geocachers, first-time geo-
cachers or those just curi-
ous about geocaching, and
will include a three-stage,
temporary geocache
allowing participants to
compile everything they
need to create a nice hot
mug of hot chocolate.
Daily entrance fee is $5 per
vehicle. Annual day passes are
available for $40. All events are
free with a valid park pass.
Winter hours at the park
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Sunday.
For more information, call
LuAnn Tafoya at 523-4398.

Co-op events

Mountain View Market Nat-
ural Foods Cooperative, 1300
El Paseo Road, has announced
its events for February.

+ Farm Volunteer Day:

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each

Wednesday, at the MVM

Farm in Mesilla. For de-

tails and directions, email

mvmoutreach@gmail.com

or call 523-0436.

+ Balanced Living Book
Club: 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, Feb. 1,

8,15, 22 and 29. For

more information, call

510-459-2671.

Psychic Readings and

Energetic Healings: Noon

to 2 p.m. Thursdays, Feb.

2 and 16. Dawn Cheney

performs readings and

healings in the Co-op

Café. Donations accepted.

For more information, call

233-1108.

Mountain View Market
tours are from 6 to 7 p.m.
each first and third Thurs-
day of the month.

Feral cat care: 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 4. Joe Miele
will present “Trap, Neuter
and Return and Winter Fe-
ral Cat Care,” in the Co-op
Community Room.

The Sugar Blues: 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
16. Health-coach Connie
Gayhl will speak on how
sugar can affect mood and
energy at this free event

in the Co-op Community
Room. For more informa-
tion, call 524-1449.

» Meet the Practitioners:

Noon to 3 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 18. Visitors will have
an opportunity to talk
with local specialists in
the natural health and al-
ternative medicine fields.
Disciplines include herb-
alism, oriental medicine,
life-coaching, Reiki and
more. A free event in the
Co-op Community Room.
Coop Rocks!: 5to 11 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 18. Moun-
tain View Market and
SumArt present Co-op
Rocks!, a free monthly
concert and art show at
the GreenWorks building
located on the Downtown
Mall. The all ages event is
free and open to the pub-
lic. Local food and High
Desert Beer are available
for purchase.

Kids’ Crafts with Annie:
11 a.m. to noon Sunday,
Feb. 19, in the Co-op
Community Room. This
month, the free class

will feature kite making.
Snacks are provided and
parents are required to
attend with kids.
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New Year, New You: 6 to
7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 20.
Kathy and Trish will dem-
onstrate how to improve
life with herbs and supple-
ments for a good night’s
rest, managing stress and
maximizing daily energy.
This is the second install-
ment in a free, three-part
series.
+ Evening with a Doctor:
6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
21. Dr. Kelly Elkins will
focus on today’s health
issues and information
we don’t all have access to.
The class is free and will
repeat the third Tuesday
of each month. For
more information, email
kelley@anextstep.org.
Free Health Screening
with Project Hope: 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
25. The HOPEMobile, will
be in the MVM parking
lot. The free screening
includes diabetes, choles-
terol and blood pressure
testing and more. For
more information, email
tcovington@projecthope.
org or call 540-837-9266.
Solar energy seminar: 3
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
25. Positive Energy Solar
will present “Plug into the
Sun,” a free solar energy
seminar. For more infor-
mation, call 524-2030.
Unless otherwise noted, all
events are in the Co-op Com-
munity Room.
For more information, call
523-0436.

LC Academy

has event

The Las Cruces Academy
will present a free event, “Gift-
ed Students Thrive and Help

CASAROSA 4

DECORATIVE ARTS FOR THE HOME

LAST OF THE GOOD STUIFF!

the City” at 2 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 2, at the Good Samaritan
Society-Las Cruces Village,
3011 Buena Vida Circle in
the Conference Room. Cof-
fee and cookies will be served.
For more information, visit
www.lascrucesacademy.org or
call 571-2269.

Film at SWEC

The Southwest Environ-
mental Center, 275 N. Main
St., will present a free screen-
ing of the film “Call of Life:
Facing the Mass Extinction,”
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3, as
part of its on-going First Fri-
day Free Film Series.

The film explores the cur-
rent crisis in both nature and
human nature and how the
decision we choose to make -
or fail to make — will affect the
habitability of Earth for mil-
lions of years to come.

For more information,
call 522-5552 or visit www.
wildmesquite.org.

Bridge, canasta
club meets

Welcome Strangers Bridge
and Canasta Club will meet
at 12:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3, at
the Village at Northrise, 2882
N. Roadrunner Parkway, in
the Hallmark Building. Desert
coffee and tea will be served.
For reservations, call Edie at
523-0509, Bernie at 522-2723
or Donovan at 522-5450 by
Wednesday, Feb. 1.

Court Jr. High
alumni sought

The Court Youth Center
(CYCQ) is asking former Court
Junior High School students
and faculty and people who
were alive when the old court-

house was still standing on
Court Avenue to share their
memories and any memora-
bilia they may have of the his-
toric property.

In celebration of the 70 years
of Court Junior High School
and New Mexico’s centennial
year, a new project called the
“402 West Court Story” is a liv-
ing history of the people and
the buildings that have contrib-
uted to the 129-year narrative
of the property. This includes
the Donia Ana County Court
House (1883-1936); Court Ju-
nior High School (1941-82);
Court Youth Center (1996 to
the present) and Alma d’arte
Charter High School (2004 to
present).

As part of the project, “Pub-
lic Memory Gathering Days”
will be held from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturdays, Feb. 4, 11 and
18, at Court Youth Center, 402
W. Court Ave., in Studio A.

“The property is so much
of our city’s history both in
architecture and the people
who spent some time in the
buildings,” said Irene Oli-
ver-Lewis, Court Youth Cen-
ter/Alma d’arte artistic direc-
tor and founder.

Lauren Light and Shakera
Crawley are currently inter-
viewing Court Junior High
alumni. Light has developed a
series of questions and infor-
mation-gathering methods to
make the experience acces-
sible to everyone. They ask
participants to bring memo-
rabilia such as photos, year-
books, clothing, report cards,
art done while at the building,
journals, and other items that
may be of interest.

“Irene (Oliver-Lewis) has
been collecting items from
Court Junior High School
alumni since the Court Youth
Center had a community
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clean-up day in 1995. We now
would like to display this histo-
ry in the building for all to see
the importance of the people
that worked, went to school,
or participated in any event in
the building,” Light said.

For more information, call
Light at 541-0145 or email
laurenmlight@gmail.com.

Regent meet

The New Mexico State Uni-
versity Board of Regents will
meet at 10 a.m. Monday, Jan.
30, in the Zuni Ballroom at the
Inn at Loretto Hotel, 211 Old
Santa Fe Trail in Santa Fe.

A closed executive ses-
sion will be held at noon in
the Hopi Board Room at the
Inn at Loretto Hotel to dis-
cuss personnel, real estate and
legal matters in accordance
with sections 10-15-1 H (2),
(8), and (7) of the New Mexi-
co Open Meetings Act.

Copies of the agenda for
the regular open meeting
will be available at NMSU,
Zuhl Library, Las Cruces,
not less than 24 hours prior
to the meeting and also will
be posted on the university
website at www.nmsu.edu/
Administration/regents_
meeting.html.

Any individual with a dis-
ability who is in need of a
reader, amplifier, qualified sign
language interpreter, or any
other form of auxiliary aid or
service to attend or participate
in the meeting may contact
the Regents Office at 646-1727
at least three days prior to the
meeting or as soon as possible.

Public documents, includ-
ing the agenda and minutes,
can be provided in various
accessible formats. Call the
Regents Office at 646-1727 if
a summary or other type of
accessible format is needed.

Calista Animal Hospital
Low Cost Vaccination Clinic
Saturday, January 28th 9am until 2pm

Make an offer!

Couroc Trays Pr. Mexican Church Doors 9’ Tall (1820s)

Old Slide Rules Chrome/Brass Etagere - 2 End Tables

Bird Houses Mahagoney Small Dresser/Mirror

Dried Flower Pods Chrome/Glass Sofa Table e - :

Texas Star Quilt Large 1880s Mexican Armoire 9 . . ) - .

3 Tall Direc?or’s Chairs LadgiJes Gently Used Shoes 6 1/2-7 - DISC.O untecj p."'ces on all vaccines, heartworm tests
Spinning Wheel/Planter Mexican Embroidery - Framed & mlcrochlppmg

‘&’ Raffles (main location only) for free spay, neuter
or HomeAgain microchip

a’ Free popcorn (main location only)

2 Oak Display Pedestals
Lighted Jewelry Display Case
Antique Sombrero

Mexican Glass Fruit

Rugs Kilim & Tufted

Antique Hoosier w/ Flour Mill
Elegant to Funky Pots/Baskets
Paintings, Prints, Sketches...and More

S e ——

Drop by before it goes to E-bay

Fri Jan 27 - Sun Jan 28 - Noon-6 pm

Calista Animal Hospital - 1889 Calle de Ninos < 525-1000
Walmart - 571 Walton Blvd + Parking Lot

2222 Avenida de Mesilla - across from Town Hall
Walmart - 1550 S. Valley Drive * Parking Lot

Cash/Checks only please
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Soviets achieved many firsts
Luna 3 first to photograph the far side of the moon

By Michael Shinabery

New Mexico Museum of Space History

Some space scientists
argued that a craft landing on
the Moon would sink into the
regolith, stranding astronauts.
Luna 9 proved them wrong.

On Jan. 31, 1966, the Soviet
Union launched the first craft
to make a soft, or controlled,
lunar landing. At “about (16
feet) a contact sensor touched
the ground, the engines were
shut down, and the landing
capsule was ejected,” the web-
site nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov said.
The 220-pound capsule hit the
surface at 13.5 mph, bounced
“several times,” and rolled to a
stop in the Ocean of Storms.

Sky and Telescope maga-
zine (March 1966) heralded
the mission in the article “Luna
9’s Double Success.” The first
triumph was the landing;
the second was the transmis-
sion of “the first pictures of
the moon’s surface texture as

viewed from a few feet” Luna
9 provided “a panoramic
moonscape revealed by piecing
frames together (that showed)
undulating, very porous mate-
rial, with here and there small
rocks and shallow craters.”
Soviet selenologist N. P. Ba-
rabashov declared “the upper
layer of lunar soil is ... clearly
strong enough to support
heavy objects.”

“About 250 seconds” after
landing, nssdc.gafc.nasa.gov
said, Luna 9’s “four petals,
forming the top shell of the
spacecraft, opened outward
and stabilized the spacecraft.”
A rotating TV camera “began
a photographic survey of the
lunar environment. ... The
first test image, which showed
very poor contrast because the
Sun was only about (three)
degrees above the horizon,
was completed 15 minutes
later. Seven radio sessions,
totaling (eight) hours and
(five) minutes, were transmit-

ted as were three series of TV
pictures. When assembled,
the photographs provided
four panoramic views of the
nearby lunar surface.”

After completing a pan-
orama on Feb. 4, “the probe
slipped as the regolith on the
slope settled, and was at a 22
degree tilt when the second
panorama was taken.” On Feb.
5, “two more panoramas were
obtained.” Then, according
to Sky and Telescope, “late
on February 6th, the signals
became much weaker and
eventually failed, as Luna’s
batteries ran down.” Before
shutting down, instrumenta-
tion “measured the moon’s
radioactivity as very weak.”

On Feb. 4, the Alamogordo
Daily News reported the Sovi-
et success “placed a new sense
of urgency on tests underway
at Holloman (Air Force Base)
where Luna’s counterpart,”
Surveyor, was being tested.

The Luna program began
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NMMSH Archives

Polish, Hungarian and Czechoslovakian postal commemoratives lauded Mechta, or
Luna 1 (top left, right), Luna 3 (center, bottom right) and the Soviet Luna satellite

program (bottom left).
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The New America School -

Las Cruces (NAS-LC) is seeking

a dynamic principal who will lead in the establishment
of a new charter high school in the Las Cruces area.

the American dream.

is preferred.

Dominic DiFelice

The mission of The New America School - Las Cruces
is to empower new immigrants and English Language
Learners with the educational tools and support they
need to maximize their potential, succeed and live

NAS-LC will open with approximately 150 students
in grades 9-10. The school will reach a projected
enrollment of 450 students in 5 years. The anticipated
demographics of the school include:

® 60%+ with some interruption to their education
15%+ of the students with children or pregnant
80%+ on Free/Reduced lunch

95%+ English Language Learners

A great majority working below grade level

We are seeking a school leader that is sensitive to the
needs and challenges of our students, knowledgeable
in the area of second language acquisition and
committed to improving student achievement.

Minimum Qualifications:
Administrator License is required. Fluency in Spanish

Salary Range: $80,000 - $106,000

All letters of application are to be accompanied
by a resume and sent by January 30, 2012 to:

ddifelice@newamericaschool.org
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in 1959 as the Mechta Russian
space probe, the March 1959
Sky and Telescope said.

“The Western press
insisted on calling it Lunik,”
said “Von Braun: Dreamer of
Space, Engineer of War.” Luna
1, launched on Jan. 2, 1959,
“was the first (man-made)
object to escape the Earth.”
The Soviets “had been aiming
to hit the lunar surface, but
the rocket’s guidance system
was not quite good enough.”
Nevertheless, Premier Nikita
Khrushchev pounced on the
post-Sputnik achievement
in a “propaganda coup that
produced yet more Western
hand-wringing; Time (maga-
zine) said that the space race
‘may decide whether freedom
has any future.”

Marshall Melin, of the
Research Station for Satellite
Observation in Cambridge,
Mass., wrote in Sky and
Telescope that Luna’s instru-
mentation “measure(d) the
magnetic fields of the earth
and the moon,” detected
interplanetary gases, studied
cosmic ray composition, and
recorded meteoritic impacts.
The magazine reported a
radio telescope at Jodrell Bank,
England, “monitored” trans-
missions and “reconstructed
... 10 of the pictures” Luna 9
transmitted.

After Mechta “passed
within 4,000 miles of the
Moon,” said “William H. Pick-
ering: America’s Deep Space
Pioneer,” the flight path took
it to the Sun’s orbit.

In reality, the first man-
made objects to escape Earth
were ball bearings. On Oct. 16,

Jent
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Free Consultations for

¢ Family law-divorce, child custody « DUI/DWI ¢ Criminal Defense ©

Law offices of
Michael E. Cain
& Assoc. 1ic
1100 S. Main, Suite 201
541.6110 * www.southernnmlaw.com

Friday, January 27, 2012

NASA photo

Luna 1, or Mechta, was among the first manmade

objects to leave Earth orbit.

1957, Holloman launched an
Aerobee which released the
“artificial meteors” at 33,000
mph, Wayne Mattson and
Martyn Tagg wrote in “We
Develop Missiles, Not Air!”
Mount Palomar Observatory,
and the National Solar Ob-
servatory at Sunspot, tracked
them; some “went into ellipti-
cal orbit around the sun and
eventually burned up.”

Luna 2 launched on Sept.
12, 1959, solarsystem.nasa.
gov said, and the next day
at 70,000 miles “released
a bright orange cloud of
sodium gas which aided
in spacecraft tracking and
acted as an experiment on
the behavior of gas in space.”
The craft crashed, or hard
landed, on Sept. 14, “the first
manmade object to reach
another world,” said “The So-
viet Manned Space Program”
(Orion/1988). “The mission
confirmed that the moon had
no appreciable magnetic field,
and found no evidence of
radiation belts at the moon,”
solarsystem.nasa.gov said.

Luna 3 took “the first
image(s) of the far side of
the Moon,” nssdc.gsfc.nasa.
gov said. Though the pictures
were “very indistinct,” they
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A Night
with Judaism

What is Kosher?
What are the basic beliefs of Judaism?
What is it like to attend a service?

Community members are welcome to attend to
gain a better understanding of the Jewish heritage.
Sample traditional Jewish foods and
experience the flavor of the culture.

5:45 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3, 2012

Please RSVP to Rabbi Lawrence Karol at:
rabbi@tbelc.org

| | Temple Reth-El

3980 Sonoma Springs Ave. - 524-3380

were put through “computer
enhancement” and “a tentative
atlas of the lunar farside was
produced.” The prominent
feature was “mountainous ter-
rain” that was “very different
from the near side.”

Luna 16, in September
1970, “was the first robotic
probe to land on the Moon
and return a sample,” said
nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov; which,
according to “From Vinland
to Mars” (Quadrangle/NY
Times/1976), was material “a
radio-controlled drilling arm”
had collected “at a depth of
fourteen inches.”

Two months later, on Nov.
15, Luna 17 “soft landed on
the Moon in the Sea of Rains”
and lowered two ramps. The
rover Lunokhod 1 rolled
down and, until Oct. 4, 1971,
“transmitted more than
10,000 TV pictures and more
than 200 TV panoramas”
from over a 6.5-mile area.
“Lunar soil tests” were also
accomplished.

In all, there were 24 Luna
missions.

Michael Shinabery is an edu-
cation specialist and Humanities
Scholar with the New Mexico Muse-
um of Space History. Email him at
michael.shinabery@state.nm.us.
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Proving a physics point

Arie
Kuykendall,
11, gets
ready to
create a
vacuum in
a box so a
feather and
metal disc
held at the
top by a
magnet will
drop at the
same speed
when
released
during an
exhibit at
Camino
Real Middle
School’s
Science Fair
Monday,
Jan. 23. .
Las Cruces

Bulletin photo
by Todd Dickson
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SADD groups forming

News | A11

Kelly Koerper and Julie Robb,
two parents, talk about new
Students Against Drunk Driving
(SADD) groups at Onate and

o Mayfield high schools Thursday,
Jan. 12. The mothers are
working to form SADD chapters
in local high and middle
schools. They also are looking
for lock-in, alcohol-free prom
and graduation night venues.
They can be contacted by email
at jbirds9@netzero.com or
karflyboy1@mac.com.

J Las Cruces Bulletin photo
by Todd Dickson

OPEN HOUSE/REGISTRATION
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SLEEPER!

Sleep can lead to snoring... and snoring can be a symptom
of sleep apnea, a long-term risk to your health that’s more
dangerous to your body than smoking. Although common,
snoring is not healthy, and fixing the problem could
improve your quality of life.

Now, a simple dental appliance from the Sleep Center at
Hillrise Dental can reduce your risk from mild to
moderate sleep apnea.

Enjoy the benefits of our simple
dental appliance:

» NO face masks or breathing machines
 At-home overnight sleep study

* FREE consultation

* Your insurance may
cover the cost

Call today to schedule
your FREE consultation!
3015 Hillrise Dr. « Las Cruces

575-522-0454
www.HillriseDental.com
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rates, dual-credit courses helps high school students get
college credit for taking classes that provide college-level
instruction. The coalition wants the state to fund the class-
es so they are “fiscally neutral for districts, community col-
leges, and universities to participate.”

New Mexico State University construction projects

First, the coalition backs $30 million for renovations and
additions to Hardman and Jacobs halls to combine them
into the NMSU Undergraduate Teaching Center. A total
of 52,730 square feet will be renovated and 37,750 square
feet will be added in order to accomplish combining the
buildings, meeting building codes and fulfilling ADA re-
quirements.The state-of-the-art Undergraduate Teaching

Las Cruces Bulletin

Center would provide classrooms, laboratories, lecture fa-
cilities, seminar rooms, study areas and academic support.
The coalition also supports $7 million for the Institute for
Public Policy expansion, which “will remedy lack of class-
rooms, offices and instructional support space in College
of Business”

Doia Ana Community College Gadsden Center Phase 3
The $7 million project would add about 25,000 square feet
of classrooms, laboratory and academic support space. The
funding request will match $4 million in local general obliga-
tion bonds already used to construct Phases 1 and 2.

The Bridge of Southern New Mexico — $100,000

The $100,000 would pay for The Bridge of Southern
New Mexico — a collaboration the business and educa-
tion communities — to continue its work in the county
and play a supporting role in launching similar initiatives
statewide.

Friday, January 27, 2012

911 center

The Mesilla Valley Regional Dispatch Authority (MVRDA)
provides 911 emergency services to Dona Ana County, the
City of Las Cruces, the City of Sunland Park, the Town
of Mesilla and the Village of Hatch. MVRDA is at risk of
flooding or accidental loss of services in its current loca-
tion, a former bank building. A $850,000 request would
hire an architectural firm to begin designing the 911 call
center at a public safety campus on the East Mesa.
DAC/CLC - Crisis Triage Center

Using land next to the Dona Ana County Detention Cen-
ter, the proposed $2.1 million Crisis Triage Center would
hold people with mental illness who tangle with law en-
forcement, rather than being jailed. The center would be a
more cost-effective way of dealing with the problem than
locking them up in jail and would help get these people
access to treatments and services they may need.

20-12 is the Internaiional Yearof Cooperatives!
All proceeds go directly
to El Caldito Soup

Kitchen -
YOUR NATURAL FOODS GROCE!

1300 EL PASEO RD. LAS CRUCES NM
575.523.0436 WWW.MOUNTAINVIEWMARKET.COOP
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Lawmakers get some perks
Lobbyists offer free golf and skiing

By Steve Terrell

The New Mexican

Sometimes being a New Mexico legislator
is a thankless job. But for all the headaches, the
position does come with some perks.

For instance, an association of golf course
owners are giving each lawmaker, as well as Lt.
Gov. John Sanchez, free passes that allow each
holder to play one round at each of five golf
courses around the state.

The total cost of this gift is $28,500, ac-
cording to a lobbyist report filed by The New
Mexico Golf Tourism Alliance.

“Really, it’s just to expose the legislators to
tourism facts about golfing, what golfing does
for the state” said Domonic Silva, a lobbyist
for the alliance.

“New Mexico has more five-star golf cours-
es than Arizona,” Silva said. “It produces $317
million just in wages. There’s golf courses in
27 of the 33 counties in the state.”

Silva said his client got the idea from the
ski industry, which most years provides a free
“VIP card” that allows all legislators to try out
the slopes at ski areas all over the state, includ-
ing Ski Santa Fe.

“Ski New Mexico gives passes, some people
give movie passes,” Silva said. “We thought
why not golf courses?”

The golf courses where the lawmakers can
play for free are Black Mesa Golf Club at Santa
Clara Pueblo, Paa-Ko Ridge Golf Club near
Sandia Park, Sandia Golf Club at Sandia Pueblo,
Sierra del Rio Golf Course near Elephant Butte
and Rainmaker Golf Club near Ruidoso.
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Martinez asks to merge departments
Proposal would put cultural affairs, tourism together

By Anne Constable

The New Mexican

Gov. Susana Martinez is making another effort to merge
the departments of cultural affairs and tourism, saying she
wants to save money and streamline state government.

Rep. Paul C. Bandy, a Republican rancher from Aztec, in-
troduced a bill Tuesday, Jan. 24, that would create the Cultural
Affairs and Tourism Department. A similar measure (also car-
ried by Bandy) was tabled by a House committee last year,
indicating lack of support from Democrats in the Legislature
to the idea.

Bandy said this year’s version, House Bill 157, is essentially
the same as last session’s HB 255, although he described the
new bill as less complicated. Bandy said New Mexico — with 25
state departments (plus three state offices) — leads the nation
in the number of cabinet secretaries.

“T’d rather lead the nation in public school third-grade
reading performance,” he said.

A fiscal impact report prepared by the Legislative Finance
Committee in 2011 estimated the merger would result in
about $1.35 million in cost savings.

The new department would have one cabinet secretary and
18 divisions led by exempt employees.

“We’re hoping for a different outcome” this year, Bandy
said, noting that the bill now has the support of the Albuquer-
que Chamber of Commerce.

Of course, the votes that count are at the Roundhouse and,
Bandy admitted, “we’re working on that.”

The current department secretaries, he added, “think there
is synergy between the departments. We can work better to
promote cultural events and bring tourism into the cultural
preserve. And where it is appropriate to promote cultural her-
itage, they could do that better as one department.”

Former Cultural Affairs Secretary Stuart Ashman strongly
opposed merging Cultural Affairs with any other department,
saying its size, and its mission of preserving the state’s cultural
patrimony, did not make it a good fit with any other depart-
ment. Cultural Affairs was not a department of state govern-
ment until 2004 when then Gov. Bill Richardson elevated the
Office of Cultural Affairs to cabinet-level status.

Veronica Gonzales, secretary of the Department of Cultur-
al Affairs, is in favor of the bill, although the plan seems to be
for Monique Jacobson, who heads the much smaller Depart-
ment of Tourism, to become the new secretary of CATD.

“There is no disagreement on the idea that government
needs to be smaller,” Gonzales said. “We have a lot of
departments compared to our population. It’s ridiculous,

Excellerice in Quality & Service

2012'New-Year’s REPAIR SPECIAL!

All jewelry repairs on sale through 1/31/12.
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Purchase
your copy
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Locally Owned & Operated

sale ends Jan 31«
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I3rishron, Jewelry, Accessories & Home Decor
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if you ask me. We have to be good stewards of the people’s
money.”

Gonzales pointed out that the departments already have
a memorandum of understanding to share the services of a
chief financial officer (and some staff) and a legal counsel.

“I think the missions of the two department are very dis-
tinct, but I do think they are complementary. Working to-
gether we can complement each other’s mission. Whether we
merge or not, we should do that,” she said.

A new brand for the Tourism Department — “Adventures
steeped in Tourism” — which was announced last fall, is an

(SISBARRG-

TIRES & ACCESSORIES G

example of how to blend the missions, she added.

The Cultural Affairs Department is also already saving
money on salaries. There are currently 109 vacancies out of
537 authorized positions, and the department estimates a va-
cancy rate for the fiscal year ending June 30 of 20 percent.

Following a “listening tour” last year, Gonzales sought au-
thorization for 25 critical hires throughout the department
including security guards, curators, cashiers and facilities
managers. So far four positions have been filled and the oth-
ers are in the posting, interviewing, offering process.

“We are somewhat in a freeze and we have to apply for ex-
ceptions,” Gonzales noted.

The department has posted five site manager positions
for state monuments and is about to start interviewing
applicants, she added. It is also seeking a director for the State
Monuments Division, which is currently presided over by an
interim director.
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WSMR

Continued from page A1

With Afghanistan, a general’s question about what he would be
doing the next few months turned into 18 months. Like soldiers
who are deployed, Ferrari’s wife and family had to endure the
separation and challenges.

But he said his work as a military planner helping to rebuild
the Afghanistan military and police was not nearly as hazardous
as those deployments by soldiers, such as those in the 2nd Engi-
neers Battalion stationed at WSMR. Ferrari recalled the first time
he had to tell a family that he had lost a fellow soldier in battle.

Just as humbling and emotional experience was the pro-
motion, he said. Although WSMR is usually commanded by a
brigadier general, Ferrari arrived to command the multi-facet-
ed testing range Aug. 18, 2011.

Ferrari, 46, recalled taking his original military oath as a
young man and at one time almost quit the Army, but was able
to get his master’s degree while teaching economics at West
Point, and that would lead him to the Pentagon and overseas.
Ferrari was originally commissioned from West Point into the
United States Cavalry with a degree in computer science. He
would earned a master’s degree in business administration
from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania

Ferrari served with the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment on
the east-west German border and deployed with them to Desert
Storm. He was then assigned to the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment at Fort Bliss and deployed to Kuwait. Ferrari has served as
a strategic planner for Combined Joint Task Force Seven in Iraq
during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Ferrari has been a program integrator in the Army’s Pro-
gram Analysis and Evaluations Directorate, a chief of opera-
tions for Army headquarters and in the National Security Divi-
sion of the Office of Management and Budget as part of the
Executive Office of the President, in
Washington, D.C.

Ferrari’s decorations and awards in-
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military and local community.

Ferrari praised the surrounding communities for being so
supportive to the range, which has the presence of all military
branches and includes many civilian
employees who conduct complex tech-
nical testing of systems that soldiers

clude the Defense Superior Service Med- It iS a come to depend on in battle.

al (with oak leaf cluster), the Legion of . That mixture of missions and peo-
Merit (with oak leaf cluster), the Bronze truly humbhn g ple is reflective of the country he serves,
Star, the Defense Meritorious Service Ferrari said.

Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal 1 “It’s what our nation is about,” he
(with two oak leaf clusters), the NATO eXp crience... said.

Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint
Service Commendation Medal (with
oak leaf clusters), the Army Commen-
dation Medal (with four oak leaf clus-
ters) and the Army Achievement Medal
(with four oak leaf clusters). He also earned the Valorous Unit
Award, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award (with oak leaf cluster)
and the Army Superior Unit Award (with oak leaf cluster).

Also at the ceremony was his mentor, retired Maj. Gen.
Benjamin Griffin, who recited the oath of office to Ferrari at
WSMR’s Frontier Club, which was packed with members of the

VALENTENES DAY SFEGAL

Includes a signature spa
pedicure and full body
massage or spa facial.

HEY GOYS!

Need a last minute gift? Create, pay
and print GIFT CARDS 24/7 from
home at the spadowntownlc.com

- fri. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
. 9a.m.-5 p.m.

BRIG. GEN. JOHN FERRARI,
White Sands Missile Range commander

Despite his intelligence and atten-
tion to detail, Ferrari is also able to re-
late to the common soldier and support
staff, Griffin said.

“That’s a gift,” Griffin said.

Ferrari is the 155th brigadier general currently serving in the
U.S. Army.

“This promotion continues to give me the opportunity to
serve in this Army,” Ferrari said. “It is a truly humbling experi-
ence, and I'm fully aware of the responsibilities that come with
it”
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White Sands
Missile Range
Commander
John Ferrari
gets insignia for
his new rank

of brigadier
general attached
to his uniform
by retired Maj.
Gen. Benjamin
Griffin and his
wife Andrea
Tuesday, Jan. 24.

Las Cruces Bulletin
photos by Nicolas
Banales

The Ferraris
included their
children in the
promotion
ceremony. They
are Matthew, 10,
Emilee, 8, and
Jillian, 6.

Going on
2/1-2/12!
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BIRD FOOD e FEEDERS ¢ GARDEN ACCENTS ¢ UNIQUE GIFTS

2001 E Lohman, #130, Las Cruces, NM
(575) 523-5489 e www.wbu.com/lascruces

Nature Shop

We’'re passionate about birds and nature, That's why we opened a
Wild Birds Unlimited Nature Shop in our community.
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Candidates announce

Cotoia to run for commission

Alexander J. Cotoia, 25, of Anthony, N.M., has announced
his candidacy for the District 2 seat on the Dofia Ana County
Commission.

“If elected, T'll work to expand economic opportunity for
my constituents, balance the need for growth with preservation,
and build collaborative relationships with other elected officials
to bring attention to the issues facing the south valley,” said Co-
toia, who is a legal assistant with the firm of Holt, Mynatt, Mar-
tinez in Las Cruces. “My primary focus throughout this cam-
paign will be on listening to the needs of District 2 residents. I'll
also offer solutions to attract additional investment in the areas
of manufacturing and renewable energy and expand our local
tax base. Most importantly, 'll work every day to make sure this
campaign is about issues — not personalities.”
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District 2 includes the communities
of Anthony, Chaparral, Chamberino, La
Union, Santa Teresa and Sunland Park.
The seat is currently held by Commis-
sioner Dolores Saldafia-Caviness, who
can’t run again.

Cotoia previously sought the Demo-
cratic nomination for the District 7 Pub-
lic Education Commission seat. He is a
2004 graduate of RHAM High School in
Hebron, Conn. He also completed course-
work at Dofia Ana Community College,
where was the recipient of a merit scholarship and was desig-
nated a Crimson Scholar.

Cotoia served as a volunteer on several political campaigns,
including the 2002 re-election effort of Congressman John Lar-
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TICKETS:

VisiT: PAN AM CENTER TICKET OFFICE

CALL: 575-646-1420

ONLINE: WWW.TICKETMASTER.COM

COACH IS 80!

Coach Henson'’s pre-game birthday celebration
Visit: www.aggieathleticclub.com/lou

son, D-Conn. In 2010, Cotoia was an active volunteer with Or-
ganizing for America and the campaign to retain Third Judicial
District Judge Manuel Arrieta.

Cotoia is currently a member of the Democratic Party State
Central Committee from Dona Ana County.

Lujan to run for re-election

State Rep. Antonio Lujan, D-Las Cru-
ces, will run for office again this year.

“Whatever skills and talent I have re-
ally belong to the community in which
I live,” said Lujan, who has represented
District 35 for 10 years.

Lujén focuses on improving the lives
of low-income citizens and those who do
not have a voice in our government. He
has backed legislation for a living wage
and improved workplace safety regu-
lations for agricultural workers. After
many years of seeking to include farm and ranch employees in
the New Mexico Workers Compensation Act, the courts agreed
with him and ruled that these workers are equally protected.

CrimeStoppers
Fraud suspects

Las Cruces Crime
Stoppers is offering a re-
ward of up to $1,000 for'
information that leads
to the arrests of three
women who have used
duplicate vehicle titles and false
information to secure fraudulent
loans.

Arrest warrants have been
issued for Karen Joanna Carter,
20, and Krystle L. Bueno, 19, who
are charged with felony counts of
fraud and conspiracy. Las Cruces
Police and New Mexico State Police
are investigating multiple reports
of the women using duplicate
vehicle titles and false information
to secure title loans from finance
companies in Las Cruces, El Paso
and surrounding communities.

Carter and Bueno are believed
to be working with a third woman,
19-year-old Janet Lara, to obtain
thousands of dollars in fraudulent
loans from the finance companies.

Investigators have determined
the vehicle titles the trio used as
collateral are duplicate titles, and they have used fake
Social Security numbers and false contact information to
obtain the loans.

If you have any information on the whereabouts of
Carter, Bueno or Lara, you are asked to call Las Cruces
Crime Stoppers at 800-222-TIPS (8477) or send a tip via
text message to LCTIPS (528477).

The Crime Stoppers number and text messaging ser-
vices are operational 24 hours a day and you do not have
to give your name to collect a reward.

LUJAN

CRIME STOPPERS

LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

CARTER
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TOGA PARTY

Jan. 28 at 7:30PM vs. Fresno Stale

Wendell
speaks up

L& jim Hilley
\ Deflections

Seven more games.

That’s how many times Aggie fans
will have a chance to see seniors Wendell
McKines, Hamidu Rahman and Hernst
Laroche play at the Pan American
Center.

Wendell McKines — who alternates
between being nearly tongue-tied and
surprising eloquence — spoke some
heart-felt words about the end of his
career and the home crowd at a press
conference Tuesday, Jan. 24.

“The crowd is the sixth man,”
McKines said. “I don’t think the fans
realize what type of role they can play.

“When we’re tired, when we don’t
want to make that box-out on that par-
ticular play, that energy they bring can
keep us into it.”

McKines said he hopes to see fans
come out and support the team during
the final weeks of the season.

“We all can win it together so for us
to have a nice showing it would be huge
to get that support and we can do it
together,” he said.

McKines said he gets particularly
pumped-up by his fellow students.

“There ain’t nothing like the student
section,” he said. “That young energy,
they’re loud, they are all over the op-
posing players. We need a good showing
from the students because we all do it
together.

“We all got classes, we all eat at the
cafeteria, we all eat Top-Ramen noodles
—let’s do it together.”

Attendance has been somewhat
disappointing at Pan American Center
in the last few years, but it is not a phe-
nomenon limited to Las Cruces. Crowds
at college basketball games are down
across the U.S. in recent years.

McKines also said he is beginning to
realize his days in an Aggie uniform are
numbered.

“I was looking at the schedule today,
(Jan. 24) and we only have nine more
games in conference and 11 more games
total (in the regular season),” he said.

“I just want to take it one day at a
time and stay consistent and approach
every game like it’s my last,” said the
senior from Oakland, Calif.

“All of us had dreams, all of us had
goals coming in and the clock is ticking
now. You can’t take a day off. You have
to stay consistent and keep going.

“Hopefully it will turn out good.”

McKines flashed a big grin.

“Senior Night is coming, and I am
looking in the mirror now and practic-
ing on my speech,” he said.

I can’t predict what Wendell will say
on Senior Night, but I know it will come
straight from his heart.

I also know that McKines, Rahman
and Laroche will be missed when they
are gone.
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Chasing the Las Cruces ‘Dawgs

Mayfield, Onate plnnmg their hopes on state tournament

By Craig Massey

Las Cruces Bulletin

With an eye toward seedings for the 16-
team state high school basketball playoffs, ev-
ery game is important for teams such as the
Mayfield and Onate boys.

As top-ranked Las Cruces High roars
through its schedule, the Trojans and Knights
are battling for position in next month’s dis-
trict tournament and the ensuing state playoffs.
Mayfield is 9-9 overall and 1-1 in District 3-5A
after falling to LCHS Tuesday night, 51-44.
Oriate is 8-12 and 2-1 in district after defeating
Alamogordo Tuesday, 50-45.

“We have to win these district games to
build our résumé,” Mayfield coach Tommy
Morrow said.

Morrow said his team needs a decent seed
to avoid having to go on the road in the first
round of the playoffs to face one of the top
teams.

“The top five teams are a toss-up and there
are about eight that are very tough,” he said.

Like Onate the week before, Mayfield played
LCHS tough Tuesday, Jan. 24. The Trojans, who
trailed by as many as 14 early in the fourth
quarter, closed to within two, 46-44, in the fi-
nal minute. Mando Marshall led the Bulldawgs
with 24 points in the win.

The Trojans have played what Morrow calls
the toughest schedule since he’s been at the
school. They have close losses to La Cueva, Valley,
Faith Christian and Canyon (Texas) Randall.

Mayfield entered Tuesday’s game at LCHS
with some momentum, winning the three pre-
vious games.

See Las Cruces on page A18

Las Cruces Bulletin photo
New Mexico State University forward
Wendell McKines dunks the ball against
Arizona Nov. 29. The senior is leading

the Western Athletic Conference in

both scoring (18.4 points per game) and
rebounding (10.7 per game) as of Jan. 25.
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Nicolas Bafnales

Las Cruces High School’s Gilbert Sigala dribbles around Mayfield High School’s Zach
Hernandez during the Bulldawg's 51-44 victory Tuesday, Jan. 24, at Las Cruces High

School.

Aggies face Fresno State

Lou Henson to be honored at halftime

By Jim Hilley

Las Cruces Bulletin

After Thursday’s match up against Nevada
for first place in the Western Athletic Confer-
ence, the men’s basketball team will have to
change gears quickly as they face Fresno State
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28, in the Pan Amer-
ican Center.

Fresno State, under first-
year coach Rodney Terry, is
led by high-scoring sopho-
more guard Kevin Olekaibe,
who is averaging 18.1 points
per game (as of Jan. 25), and
is battling the Aggies Wendell
McKines (18.4 ppg) for the
league scoring crown.

“Olekaibe is a special play-
er, there’s no question about
it New Mexico State coach
Marvin Menzies said Tuesday,
Jan. 24. “He’s obviously com-
fortable playing for Terry, he’s
and admirable foe.

“(Steve) Shepp has some
experience now and we are going to have to be
ready to bounce back right away. There aren’t
too many days off this time of the season.”

Fresno State has a lot of quickness, and the
Bulldogs lead the WAC in turnover margin at

There
aren’t too many
days off this
time of the

season.

MARVIN MENZIES,
NMSU basketball coach

plus 3 per game. Point guard Shepp is averag-
ing five assists per game — good enough for
second in the WAC

The game is designated a “Toga Party” and the
first 3,500 fans will receive pom-poms. There will
be a special birthday tribute to former NMSU
coach Lou Henson at halftime of the Fresno State
game. The legendary coach is the winningest bas-
ketball coach in Aggie history
and led NMSU to the NCAA fi-
nal four in 1970. Henson recent-
ly turned 80 years old. A special
supplement to the Bulletin is
included in this week’s paper in
Henson’s honor.

The Aggies will continue
their home stand at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 1, as they host
a rematch against Cal-State Ba-
kersfield. NMSU defeated the
Roadrunners 73-72 on Jan. 2,
when junior Tyrone Watson
sank two free throws with 0.9
seconds left in a wild ending.

The Aggies’ opponent in
the ESPN Sears BracketBuster
Tournament will be released Monday, Jan. 30.
The Aggies will host a game in the tournament
Saturday, Feb. 18. Television pairings will be
announced on an ESPNU Sears BracketBusters
TV Special at 4:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 30.
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“And those were the type of games we
had been losing,” Morrow said. “I feel like
we let some slip away in the early going.”

Morrow said his team is doing some
good things as they move into the middle
of the district schedule.

“Our defense is pretty solid, and we
shoot the ball reasonably well,” he said.
“We have pretty good depth and al-
though we’re not very big, our posts are
mobile and we can do some different
things. Our biggest concern right now is
ball security.”

The Knights, who pushed LCHS in
a 59-55 loss last week, have also faced a
tough schedule. Coach Saul Perez said his
team turned the corner in a narrow loss
to Albuquerque High earlier this season
when the Bulldogs were ranked No. 1.

“The last four games we've played
good basketball,” Perez said earlier this
week. “We’ve had a lot of close losses, but
we feel we're coming together pretty well.
Right now, I think we can compete with
anyone in the state.”

Perez said the Knights have played
“six or seven of the top 10 teams in the
state,” as well as some of the top teams in
El Paso.

“That should prepare us well for dis-
trict,” he said.

Las Cruces, 14-4 after the win over
Mayfield on Tuesday, Jan. 24, is 3-0 in dis-
trict and seems comfortable as the top-
ranked team in the state.

“I'm very happy with the way it’s com-
ing together,” said LCHS coach William
Benjamin. “The kids are doing a good job
of working hard and playing hard. We’re
playing together. It’s not just one guy, but
a collective group of players who are all
contributing.”

The Bulldawgs return to action at 7
p-m. Friday, Jan. 27, with a game at Gad-
sden. Mayfield also returns to action Fri-
day night with a home game against Ala-
mogordo, also at 7 p.m.
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NMSU softhall gets preseason attention

Defending WAC champions open season Feb. 10 against Indiana

The New Mexico State
University softball team
was one of 41 squads na-
tionally to receive a vote
in the USA Today/Na-
tional Fastpitch Coaches
Association (NFCA)
Preseason Top 25 Poll re-
leased Tuesday, Jan. 24.

It marks the second
time in three seasons the
Aggies earned recogni-
tion in a preseason national poll. NMSU pre-
viously earned a preseason vote in the ESPN.
com/USA Softball Collegiate Top 25 Preseason
Poll prior to the 2010 season. But this season,
NMSU did not receive any votes in that pre-
season poll also released Tuesday.

“We are happy to be recognized in the pre-
season poll,” New Mexico State coach Kathy
Rodolph said. “But our big emphasis every
year is where we are ranked in May.”

Last season, along the way to their first
WAC Championship and NCAA Tournament
appearance, the Aggies did not appear in either
national poll until April 12. New Mexico State
received votes in five weeks of the NFCA poll
and collected votes in three weeks of the USA
Softball poll last spring.

RODOLPH

The Aggies earned votes in both national
polls last season for the third straight year af-
ter a 16-year absence. The Aggies begin 2012 as
one of 16 teams outside of the top 25 receiving
votes in the NFCA rankings.
The Aggies were one of three
teams to receive one vote in
the preseason poll, join-
ing 2012 Western Athletic
Conference (WAC) member
Brigham Young University
and Fordham at No. 39.

New Mexico State finds
six of its 2012 opponents
ranked among the nation’s
top 25 in the NFCA poll.
Defending national cham-
pion Arizona State is the
preseason No. 1 selection;
the Aggies visit the Sun
Devils on March 11.

Four other PAC-12
schools dot NMSU’s sched-
ule this year including No.
4 California, No. 8 Arizona,
No. 9 Stanford and No. 16
Oregon. The Crimson and White will host
No. 21 Nebraska of the Big Ten the second
week of the season in the Troy Cox Classic.

... our big
emphasis every
year is where
we are ranked

in May.

KATHY RODOLPH,
NMSU softball coach

A quartet of WAC teams collected votes this
preseason in the NFCA rankings. Besides the
Aggies and BYU, Fresno State led the way with
10 votes and Hawai‘i garnered seven votes.

The same six top-25 Ag-
gie opponents in the NFCA
poll also appear in the USA
Softball Top 25. BYU leads
two teams from the WAC
in the USA Softball poll
with eight votes along with
Fresno State and its pair of
votes. Neither the Aggies nor
Hawai‘i received a nod in
that poll.

NMSU non-conference
opponent San Diego State
earned six votes in each
poll. Aggie opponent UNLV
earned one vote in the USA
Softball poll.

The Aggies begin their
2012 campaign Friday, Feb.
10, against the Indiana
Hoosiers as hosts of their
season-opening Hotel En-
canto de Las Cruces Invitational held at the
New Mexico State Softball Complex that
weekend.

Aggie rodeo season only a week away
NMSU team hopes to stay No. 1 in Grand Canyon Region

By Marvin Tessneer

Las Cruces Bulletin

New Mexico State University rodeo ath-
letes will ride to strengthen their lead in the
Grand Canyon Region when it opens its
spring season Saturday, Feb. 4, at the Univer-
sity of Arizona in Tucson, Ariz., rodeo coach
Jim Dewey Brown said.

The Aggie rodeo team has 72 members,
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¢ VIDEO PRESENTATION OF THE NEWEST AGGIES
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¥ FREE EVENT! (JUST PAY FOR YOUR ORDER)

and more than 40 are attending the univer-
sity with the help of rodeo scholarships.

The Aggie rodeo team is leading the
Grand Canyon Region; the men with 3,452
points and the women with 1,688.

“I hope our students can continue our
success during this spring season,” Brown
said.

Aggie rodeo team will wrap up its
spring season with its region rodeo

scheduled April 27 and 28 at the Southern
New Mexico State Fairgrounds.
The remainder of the Aggie Rodeo Team
sprmg schedule is:
March 3 and 4, Cochise College, Fort
Huachuca, Ariz.
+ March 10 and 11, Central Arizona Col-
lege, Florence, Ariz.
+ April 20 and 21, Northland Pioneer Col-
lege, Taylor, Ariz.

'

Kids 12 and Under: FREE
Adults: $6

Call: 575-646-1420
Visit: Pan Am Ticket Office
www.NMStateSports.com
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Let’s play some ball
Aggie baseball season begins Feb. 11

the well deserving Henson in the HOF

t Jack Nixon
Jack’s Corner

It’s time to put on your
birthday party hat for a first-class
celebration Saturday, Jan. 28.

It is the Las Cruces celebra-
tion of Lou Henson’s 80th
birthday. I had the pleasure of
working with coach Henson in
his second stint as men’s bas-
ketball head coach from 1998
to 2005. We traveled around
two conferences together, saw
some championships and
heartbreak, and I learned a
great deal — a great deal about
basketball and a great deal
about classy behavior.

Henson took over from Neil
McCarthy after the latter could
not get along with Athletic
Director Jim Paul. The 1999
season, Henson’s second year
back, saw him put together a
hybrid squad with half a dozen
transfers from Northeastern
Illinois and those on hand to
win the Big West Tournament.
The Aggies took second in the
league the following year and
went to the NIT.

After that were the un-
charted waters of the Sun Belt
Conference. The travel always
involved an early morning flight
and an extended bus ride to
Jonesboro, Ark., Murfreesboro,
Tenn., and other towns that
are in very small print on the
road atlas. Henson and his wife,

Mary, would pay for everyone’s
breakfast at the airport out

of their own pocket and even
though the sun wasn’t up, the
Hensons were as friendly and
charming as if it was midday.

When the team won in
New Orleans and Miami, he
allowed the team a chance to
celebrate for a specific time
period. No one ever returned
to the bus late, which I took as
a feeling of respect to the man
running the program. After a
triple overtime win at Middle
Tennessee State, Henson was as
relaxed as if it were a 40-point
blowout. I learned that a lot
of times you have to act like
you have been there. Actually,
coach has been there 797 times
in his career. Officially, he is
credited with 779 as the NCAA
took away 18 games won with
players who were the center of
violations committed by his
predecessor.

Never a gripe or angry word
in unguarded moments about
that, instead what you did hear
was how much he enjoyed his
job and life in the Mesilla Val-
ley. The only thing left for the
basketball world to do is place
Henson in the Basketball Hall
of Fame.

If you want to join the cel-
ebration, there is a party in the
practice gym prior to the game.
The Aggie Athletic Club can
give you the information. The
night itself will be recognition
not only of coach’s birthday,
but his life. Join us.

Rocky Ward
Baseball
Head Coach

New Mexico State baseball officially
starts at 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 11, with
our annual alumni game at Presley
Askew Field.

The game will prepare us for the
first official series of the year against
Wake Forest University from the At-
lantic Coast Conference at 4 p.m. Feb.
17. It is not only a great team to open
the season with, but Wake Forest has
several Las Cruces ties that most people
are not aware of.

Its coach, Tom Walter, was the head
coach of the University of New Orleans
baseball team who spent several
months as our guest in Las Cruces im-
mediately following hurricane Katrina
in the fall of 2005. Tom Walter is also
the coach who made national news
last year when he donated a kidney to
one of his players. Another connection,
for those long time Aggie fans is Steve
Shutt, the director of media relations
for Wake. Shutt worked several years at
NM State in the same position during
the 1990s. We are looking forward to a
great opening series and defending our
2011 NCAA batting title.

Our team is loaded with return-
ing players including Scott Coffman
(right-handed pitcher) and Zac Fisher
(catcher), who were named as pre-
season All-Americans. This is the first
time in school history that New Mexico
State baseball has had two selections in
the same year. The 2011 All-WAC per-
formers Parker Hipp (second baseman)
and Tanner Waite (outfielder) return
for the Aggies as well.

We have a new pitching coach,
Mike Evans, and expect to be much
improved on the mound. Ryan Beck

(left-handed pitcher) and Tyler Mack
(right-handed pitcher) return for their
junior seasons and are joined by new-
comers Evan Mott, Adam Mott, Tim
Torsney, Casey Collins and Las Cruces
native Michael Ormseth. We have qual-
ity starting pitching depth for the first
time since our 2002 and 2003 NCAA
Regional teams. Scott Coffman anchors
the relief core and will be supported by
returning relievers Justin Cooper and
Robert Roher. Jeff Neptune and Robert
Vancour are quality newcomers who
we expect good things from.

Our home schedule includes the
return of Texas Tech to Las Cruces as
well as 2011 NCAA Regional par-
ticipants Kent State and Sacred Heart
University. Fresno State, Louisiana Tech
and Nevada will be the WAC home
opponents this year. We will have three
big non-conference series on the road
against 2011 NCAA Regional teams
Rice, Arizona and Baylor. The 2012
season will represent the most ambi-
tious schedule we have played in the
history of the program and are looking
forward to the challenge.

We have a few major goals set
for the season. We expect to lead
the NCAA in at least one statistical
category as we have accomplished five
previous times. We plan to win 30 or
more games for the fourth straight year,
for the second time in school history
(2001-04). We hope to break the record
for the most wins in any three-year
period (114). A 35-win season would
eclipse that mark and would also
stand as the most games won over any
four-year period. We expect to compete
favorably for the WAC Championship
and return to an NCAA Regional. We
look forward to a great season seeing
everyone at Presley Askew Field. Call
the Pan American Center Ticket office
at 646-1420 for season tickets.

Go Aggie hardball!

Aggie student-athlete spotlight

Senior

Melanie Clay
Track and field

Senior Melanie Clay

had two top-10 finishes

at the Cherry and Silver
Invitational. Clay placed
fifth in the 600-meter run
with a time of 1:36.12 and
ninth in the 800-meter run
with a time of 2:19.07. She was also a member
of the 4x400-meter relay that finished fourth.

last week.

the No. 1 position. The tandem’s wins helped the
Aggies claim the doubles point in both matches

Luis Ramirez
Junior
Men’s tennis

Junior Luis Ramirez
opened the year with a pair
of straight-set victories at
the No. 4 singles spot to go
a perfect 2-0. Ramirez also
went 2-0 in doubles with
partner Matej Stakne at

Kaitlyn Soto
Senior
Women'’s basketball

Senior guard Kaitlyn
Soto posted a career-high
23 points at San Jose
State, Jan. 19. She played
all but one minute at San
Jose State and Hawai'i and
averaged 17.5 points per

game. She went a perfect 8-of-8 from the free-
throw line and matched a career high with three

3-pointers at San Jose State.

Athletics

Friday, Jan. 27
Track and Field
New Mexico Invitational
Albuquerque

All day

Equestrian
Tennessee-Martin
Martin, Tenn.

7 a.m.

Saturday, Jan. 28
Men'’s Basketball
Fresno State

Las Cruces

7:30 p.m.

Women's Basketball
Louisiana Tech

Las Cruces

3:30 p.m.

Equestrian
Kansas State
Martin, Tenn.
7 a.m.

Men'’s Tennis
Baylor

Waco, Texas

2 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 29
Men'’s Tennis
Rice/Florida State

Waco, Texas

2 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 1
Men's Basketball

Cal State Bakersfield

Las Cruces

6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 2

Women's Basketball
Fresno State
Las Cruces

6:30 p.m.
(=
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Onthegreen
Teaching your young golfer

Parenting an athlete takes savvy — and an ego in check

~ &y Charlie Blanchard

(‘ . _%' Golf Doctor

Over the past few years, Herb Wimberly
and I have done golf clinics for high school
golfers who play in Albuquerque and El Paso.
These are largely kids who have chosen to play
golf for a variety of reasons, but who have not
had a whole lot of instruction. (It’s a mystery
why we have not been asked to do clinics here
in Las Cruces.)

Many high schools hire coaches to run
their golf programs who are not really seri-
ous golfers and know precious little about
the game. But many of these well-meaning
folks actually realize this fact and seek outside
help. It’s fun for us partly because these kids
represent a blank slate, as it were, where we
can imprint some good golf habits, good golf
thinking and good golf behavior.

The occasion of a planned clinic for this
spring led me to revisit some issues that I
have dealt with over the years having to do
with parenting of young golfers. I thought it
would be useful and informative to offer some
suggestions for parents of junior golfers, with
the thought in mind that you should simply
ask yourself if some of these situations apply.
If they do, think about the best way to handle
it, while keeping in mind that your adolescent
golfer may, in fact, not be the next Michelle
Wie or Lexi Thompson.

The first advice I give parents is to always
encourage your young golfer to learn the
game and play the best he or she can at all
times. This takes a level head, and it takes
emotional stability. You should role model
these traits. If you can’t, stay away — or cer-
tainly stay at a distance. Please avoid harsh

N}
' n?]-‘h; VE

MEMBER FDIC

atalla Salum

Senior, Women's Tennis

Senior Natalia Salum earned WAC Player of the

Week honors after starting the year undefeated tﬁ
at 3-0 in both singles and doubles matches. She £
opened the year with three straight-set victories.

Along with partner Jodie Williams, Salum went 3-0
in doubles at the No. 1 and 2 positions.

PIONEER BANK

Supports our local athletes

3831 E. Lohman Ave. ® 705 E. University Ave.
2900 Roadrunner Pkwy. ® www.pioneerbnk.com

criticism of a youngster, as this may only turn
your child into a cynical, negative, possibly
intolerable adult golfer, who is no fun to be
around. I know these people. Be willing to
provide your junior golfer decent, up-to-date
equipment, without going overboard, and
consider professional golf teachers — and golf
schools. Golf is one of those activities — like
playing a musical instrument — that requires
a teacher.

In recent years, I have worked with two
talented and memorable young golfers in El
Paso, a boy and a girl, who went to different
high schools, but both had parents who were
model examples of
what I expect parents
of enthusiastic golfers
to be.

In both cases the
parents contacted me
and asked if I would
provide mental coach-
ing for their kids.
explained that I was
reluctant to see a golfer
just once, and it would
take a few sessions to
get to know the child,
and then an indefinite
number of sessions to
ingrain what I felt were the thought patterns,
emotional fitness and mindset of a serious
competitor and winner. They agreed to allow
me to work with the players as often as I saw
fit and didn’t meddle in the process.

In both cases, these two young golfers were
committed to excellence, practiced extremely
hard, had a great attitude, and not only be-
came regional champions, but earned college
scholarships in golf.

The second thing I tell parents is to
establish the proper priorities. Family and

Try not to
let your own ego
generate unrealistic

expectations.

important personal responsibilities (like
church) are first in my opinion. School and
studies are a very close second. There may be
other important priorities, but golf comes in
third, at best.

This advice applies to parents of football
players, too. Sometimes people think football
is everything. It’s not. Life is not football. Or
golf. There are too many more important
things. There must be balance in practice,
sport and fun. So try to avoid pushing your
child into golf — or pushing period.

Try your utmost to cultivate a sense of
personal responsibility in your child. Golf
is an individual sport
even though kids play
on a team. It’s you and
your clubs, the ball
and the golf course. No
teammates are going to
take up the slack when
you aren’t on your
game. You can’t hide
anywhere and let others
produce.

That may be why so
few kids go out for golf
and prefer to kick a soc-
cer ball around — with
all due respect to the
soccer crowd. Golf is hard. You can miss the
ball. You can miss an important putt. You can
look foolish, all by yourself. And it’s all you,
lonely you, and nobody else. So don’t ignore
bad behavior on the part of your child. It’s a
personal responsibility thing, and you are the
role model.

Help make golf fun and a “life” activ-
ity. Sometimes parents get caught up in the
seriousness of the sport, whether it be golf,
baseball, playing the violin or debating. Sport,
by definition, is meant to be a challenge
whereby we pit our talents and efforts against
an opponent or some other formidable foe
(like mountains or chess boards or ski slopes),
thereby testing ourselves, in hopes of prevail-
ing. But it is sport and not survival.

Bear in mind that Major League Baseball,
the NFL, NBA, NHL, NASCAR and the PGA
are businesses. These competitors are busi-
nesspeople and are there to entertain us, and
are doing that for a living — your kid is not.

Avoid hovering over your young golfer and
let him or her play the game and have some

fun. In a similar vein, try not to micro-man-
age every move your son or daughter makes.
You can’t keep track of what goes on with
his or her cell phone or friends, so why try to
over-manage their life, or their golf.

Avoid getting involved in “sport politics.”
Unless the coach is genuinely abusive (it
happens), let the coach, coach. Stay on the
sidelines.

In my experience, the three most com-
mon problems for junior golfers to overcome
are (1) emotional volatility, (2) extremes
with over-thinking and under-thinking, and
(3) trying too hard. Deficits with attention,
reluctance to practice, as well as resistance to
coaching are three other difficulties that hold
young golfers back, but those aren’t as notice-
able with highly skilled players. As parents you
should be aware of the potential hindrance
that the above deficits can cause and take a
proactive approach to getting help. Observe
your child closely, be supportive rather than
overly critical and try to teach emotional
control wherever possible.

I get calls from parents all the time about
jacking up their kid’s game so the results
are better. Even if they don’t say it out loud,
in many cases I can certainly tell what the
agenda is — a scholarship. I actually under-
stand that, but I notice that it is a bit self-
serving at times.

That’s why I developed the Performance
Golf Ability Rating, a 100-item checklist as-
sessment the player can take and an objec-
tive coach can fill out. The 100 items help
determine the strengths and weaknesses of a
young player’s golf game, relative to his or her
competitors.

I never try to deflate big dreams. I only
help put reality on the table and help folks
gain perspective. Reality in golf is a hard thing
to swallow. I encourage parents to dream big
and support lofty goals, while keeping life
goals in their proper perspective.

Golf is a life sport. For every one student
athlete who gets a college golf scholarship,
several thousand will have a lifetime sport to
provide fun and social enhancement in their
lives. As a parent I encourage you to assess
your own needs and motivations. Are you
more interested in your private agenda — try-
ing to live vicariously though your child — or
are you more interested in your child’s fun
and success? Try not to let your own ego gen-
erate unrealistic expectations.

Dr. Charlie Blanchard is a licensed psycholo-
gist specializing in sports and leadership who works
with PGA professionals and young golfers to enhance
their performance. He partners with coach Herb
Wimberly as the principal instructors at Performance
Golf Schools. Readers may contact Blanchard at
drblanchard@lascrucesbulletin.com.
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Walker announces recruiting class

Aggies add quarterback and running back, shore up defensive line

New Mexico State football coach DeWayne Walker an-
nounced the early signing of 10 student athletes for the 2012
football season. These signees arrive this spring semester and
will participate in winter workouts and spring practice.

“First of all, we have never had this many guys on campus
mid-year,” Walker said. “The advantage of having this type of
situation is that these players can learn our schemes and it will
allow us to force them into action, which is the main reason
why they are here.

“We went heavily with the defensive line, a quarterback that
will come in and compete, we picked up a tight end and a run-
ning back as well as two defensive backs and a linebacker.

“We also brought in an offensive lineman that we feel will
make us solid on the line going into the spring, as we continue
to wait on the our signees who will come in the summer.”

The Aggies signed four offensive players including a quar-
terback, a running back, an offensive tackle and a tight end. Six
defensive players were signed, including three defensive line-
men, two defensive backs and a linebacker.

Walker also announced that defensive tackle Abram Hol-
land and quarterback Gary Issacson, who signed in 2011 and
gray shirted, will also join the Aggies in the 2012 spring semes-
ter, while defensive tackle Mark Brown and long snapper Mike
Kaiser have been awarded scholarships after the 2011 season.
All four of these student athletes will count towards the 2012
signing class.

New Mexico State University football
early signing class for 2012

TraShaun Nixon, OLB, 6-1, 225, Oxnard, Calif. (Ventura Col-
lege/Hueneme High School). Ventura College: Nixon played
two seasons at Ventura College at outside linebacker. In 2011,
Nixon tallied 21 tackles, five tackles for a loss, two sacks, two
pass break-ups, a fumble recovery and a blocked kick. As a
freshman in 2010, Nixon recorded 54 tackles, 4.5 tackles for
a loss and five pass break-ups.

Cameron Fuller, DB, 5-11, 160, Berkeley, Calif. (Contra Cos-
ta College/Berkeley High School). Contra Costa College:
Fuller played one season as a defensive back. He helped
the Comets to a 6-4 overall record in 2011. Fuller had 21
tackles on the season, including 10 pass break-ups and 13
passes defended. He also tallied three interceptions for 64
yards and a touchdown.

Nicholas Oliva, DE, 6-6, 252, Saugas, Calif. (College of the
Canyons/Valencia High School). Oliva played two seasons
at the defensive end position. Oliva was named a first team
all-Northern Conference by the Southern California Foot-
ball Association in 2011. In 2011, Oliva recorded 32 tackles,
a team leading eight tackles for a loss and three and a half
sacks. He also had three quarterback hurries. As a freshman,
Oliva tallied 18 tackles, two tackles for a loss and a forced
fumble. High school: Oliva helped Valencia High School to a
league championship and CIF semifinals in 2009 and 2010.
He was named the 2009 and 2010 Lineman of the Year and a
first team all-league selection at the offensive line position.

Andrew McDonald, QB, 6-2, 215, Newport Beach, Calif. (San-
ta Ana College/Newport Harbor High School). Santa Ana
College: McDonald played two seasons at the quarterback
position. In 2011, he threw for 2,033 yards and 22 touch-
downs, while rushing for 123 yards and four touchdowns.
McDonald completed 169-273 pass attempts for a comple-
tion percentage of .619, averaging 207.9 yards of total of-
fense a game. He was named a first team All-East Conference
As a freshman, McDonald finished the season 167-for-242
passing for 2,196 yards and 28 touchdowns. He also rushed
for six touchdowns. McDonald set the Santa Ana College
single season record with 28 touchdown passes and single
season record for completion percentage at .690, while tying
the single game record with five touchdown passes against
College of the Desert. McDonald was named first team All-
East Conference. High school: McDonald graduated from
Newport Harbor High School where he was a four-year
letter-winner in football. McDonald was named First-Team
All-League and Daily Pilot Offensive Player of the Year his
junior year, while being named First-Team All-League Of-
fensive Player of the Year and Daily Pilot Most Valuable
Player his senior year.

Alfred Sharp, OT, 6-5, 285, Cleveland Heights, Ohio (Iowa
Western Community College/Cleveland Heights High
School). Iowa Western: Sharp was an offensive tackle for two
seasons. He helped Iowa Western to a 9-2 overall record and
a win in the Graphic Edge Bowl. Sharp was named an hon-
orable mention all-Midwest Football Conference selection
and an honorable mention all-Region XI in 2011.

Kalvin Cruz, DL, 6-2, 275, Littleton, Colo. (Ventura College/

Columbine High School). Ventura College: Cruz played
two seasons on the defensive line. In 2011, Cruz tallied 40
tackles, 12 tackles for a loss and six sacks. He earned second
team all-conference and an academic achievement award.
Cruz also earned Ventura’s defensive lineman of the year
and most inspirational player awards. He helped his team to
a 7-4 record and a second-place conference finish, including
a Beach Bowl Championship. As a freshman, Cruz recorded
32 tackles, 5.5 tackles for a loss and 1.5 sacks. High School:
Cruz helped Columbine High School to a 45-9 record in his
four years on the defensive line, including a 5A State Cham-
pionship in Colorado in 2007.

Kevin Laudermill, DT, 6-3, 300, Los Angeles (West Los An-
geles/Manual Arts Senior High School). West Los Angeles:
Laudermill was a defensive tackle for two seasons. As a soph-
omore, Laudermill was named a second team all-conference
pick after recording 40 tackles, 20 solo efforts, five tackles
for a loss and four sacks. He also tallied three quarterback
hurries, helping West Los Angles to a 7-3 overall record and
second-place in the conference. As a freshman, Laudermill
recorded eight tackles and 3.5 tackles for a loss. High school:
Laudermill played both offensive and defensive line for
Manual Arts Senior High School.

Perris Scoggins, TE, 6-4, 238, Fontana, Calif. (Mt. San Jacinto
College/Summit High School). Mt. San Jacinto College: Scog-
gins played tight end for Mt. San Jacinto College for two sea-
sons. In 2011, Scoggins caught 21 passes for 355 yards and
three touchdowns, averaging 16.9 yards per game. He was
named a unanimous all-conference selection and an all-state
pick as well, while helping his team to a second-place finish
in conference and a 6-4 overall record. As a freshman, Scog-
gins recorded 16 receptions for 218 yards and a touchdown,
averaging 13.6 yards a catch. He was named a first team all-
conference selection. High school: Scoggins was a tight end at
Summit High School. He helped his team to a second place
finish his junior and senior seasons. He was named a first
team all-conference pick, as well as an all-CIF selection.

Akeelie Mustafa, RB, 5-10, 183, Compton, Calif. (Santa Ana
College/Cypress High School). Santa Ana College: Mustafa
played one season at Santa Ana College. He led the team in
rushing with 1,055 yards and 10 touchdowns, while rank-
ing second on the team in receiving with 32 catches for 456
yards and five touchdowns. Mustafa also returned kickoffs
and punts. He was named a first team all-League selection,
helping his team to the Beach Bowl, where he was named
the bowl game’s MVP. High school: Mustafa graduated from
Cypress High School and was a letter winner in football. He
earned first team all-league honors as a senior, after rush-
ing for 2,507 yards, averaging 10.5 yards per carry and 39
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Rio Rancho Observer photo
Abram Holland, shown here practicing the shot put
while at Cleveland High School in Rio Rancho, N.M.,

will be on scholarship with New Mexico State in 2012
after gray shirting in 2011, coach DeWayne Walker
announced. Holland will play defensive tackle for
NMSU.

touchdowns. He also had seven catches for 208 yards and
two touchdowns.

Dele Junaid, DB, 6-3, 195, Fresno, Texas (Eastern Arizona/
Hightower High School). Junaid played one season at East-
ern Arizona at safety. He tallied 40 tackles in 10 games, in-
cluding five pass break-ups, three interceptions, two forced
fumbles and two fumble recoveries. Ole Miss: Junaid spent
two seasons at Ole Miss, redshirting his freshman season.
As a redshirt freshman, Junaid played primarily on special
teams. High school: Junaid was a second team class 5A all-
state pick by the Associated Press Sports Editors and Texas
Sports Writers Association as a senior, as well as a PrepStar
All-Region selection. He was named to the Houston Chron-
icle’s Top 100 Texas recruits list and a Touchdown Club of
Houston Defensive Player of the Year finalist as a senior. Ju-
naid earned All-Houston honors from Texas Prep Insider as
a senior and helped lead Hightower to a 13-1 record and the
class 5A state championship game as a senior.
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Daemund McCants

Daemund McCants is a 17-year-old junior at
Onate High School. He is a post player on the
Knights boys basketball team. Recently, in a
district game against Las Cruces High School,
McCants came off the bench with a great
contribution to the Knights’ team with 12 points
and seven rebounds. He always has a positive
attitude and cheers his team on with passion.
When McCants is not on the court, he likes to
study, play video games and hang out with his
friends and family.
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HIGH SCHOO.L ByWN visits Aggies

SportsSchedule}  J°

Las Cruces High School

Friday, Jan. 27 ........ Girls Basketball ........ Gadsden High School .........ccovviviiiiiiinin.
Boys Basketball ........ at Gadsden High School ....
Saturday, Jan. 28.... Swimming (coed)......at APS Mini Invite..............
Wrestling .....ooveeenes
Girls Basketball
Tuesday, Jan. 31..... Girls Basketball
Boys Basketball
Friday, Feb. 3.......... Girls Basketball
Boys Basketball

Kaitlyn Soto is
averaging 9.3
points per game
for the New
Mexico State
Aggies. The
NMSU women
host Louisiana
Tech at 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan.
28, in the Pan
American center.
The game can
be heard on

Feb. 3-4 oo Swimming (coed)...... at District 3-5A Meet (Hobbs) KSNM-570 AM
Mayfield High School _ ol plbd e
play from Kyle
Friday, Jan. 27 ........ Boys Basketball ........ Alamogordo High School.........ccoviriiviiriinnns 7 p.m. g 3 s Doperalski.
Girls Basketball ........ at Alamogordo High School ............coccriverncn. 7 p.m. k [ 3 V@
Saturday, Jan. 28.... Wrestling ................. Mayfield Tournament N .

Tuesday, Jan. 31..... Girls Basketball ........ Ofate High School.........
Boys Basketball ........ at Onate High School
Friday, Feb. 3.......... Boys Basketball ........ at Cathedral High School .........coovvviine.

Ohate High School e Aggles hire Jerry McManus
Saturday, Jan. 28.... Wrestling ................ at Mayfield Tournament New OffenSIVG COOI‘dlnator fOI‘ fOOtball

Tuesday, Jan. 31..... Boys Basketball ........ Mayfield High Schoal.........
Girls Basketball ........ at Mayfield High School New Mexico State football head

run the same scheme and we feel

Thursday, Feb. 2 ..... Wrestling ................. Ofate Triangular ................ coach DeWayne Walker announced coach McManus will come in and
Friday, Feb. 3.......... Boys Basketball ........ Gadsden High School .........coo.ciiouirrriiiic, Jerry McManus as the Aggies’ new continue what coach Martin started
Girls Basketball ........ at Gadsden High SChOOl ...........ccoovvvvvvvvvvveeeens 7 p.m. offensive coordinator, Thursday, Jan. and continue to build our offense

19. Recently, McManus served as as- and help our football team.”
MeS| I Ia va I Iey Ch rIStlan SChoo I S sociate heac}l, coach and running backs Mcl\ganus served as interim head
Friday, Jan. 27......... Girls Basketball ........ Chaparral High School .........cocevvvvrriiiieciinns 7 p.m. coach at Kent State from 2005-10. coach at Kent State for the final
Boys Basketball ........ at Hatch Valley High School ........c..ccccorvvennc. 7 p.m. “Coach McManus comes to New game of the 2010 season. He guided

Saturday, Jan. 28.... Swimming (coed)...... Griffin Invite
Tuesday, Jan. 31..... Girls Basketball ........ Lordsburg.......

Mexico State with a lot of experi-
ence,” Walker said. “Both Jerry (Mc-

running back Jacquise Terry to 542
yards rushing in 2010 and 649 yards

Boys Basketball ........ at LOrdSOUIG ... 6:30 RO > NG AZERS Manus) and Doug (Martin) come MCMANUS rushing in 2009 as a part of the run-
Friday, Feb. 3......... Boys Basketball ........ Cloudaroft ... 6:30 p.m. B from the family of Steve Logan when ning back corps, as Terry was named
Girls Basketball ........ at Cloudcroft ......cooociiovrevriiissce, 6:30 p.m. they were at East Carolina. We will continue to  a first team Academic All-American.
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Sports Briefs

Salum earns weekly honor

New Mexico State women’s tennis senior Natalia Salum
earned Western Athletic Conference Player of the Week honors
after starting the year undefeated at 3-0 in both smgles and
doubles matches in this week’s tennis _
action.

The award marks the first career ath-
letic honor from the conference for Salum
and the first of the year for the Aggies. It
is the first WAC award for NMSU since
Salum’s senior co-captain Manon Sylvain
earned recognition March 17, 2010.

Salum, a senior from Durango, Mexico
(Colegio Americano Durango), opened =
the year with three straight-set victories
to help the Aggies to a 1-2 record in Las SALUM
Vegas. She never lost more than three games in any singles set
and gave up just 15 games total in three singles matches.

Along with partner Jodie Williams, she went 3-0 in doubles
at the No 1 and No. 2 positions. Salum and Williams were pro-
moted to the No. 1 slot on Sunday after their pair of wins at the
No. 2 slot on Friday, Jan. 20. The tandem’s wins helped the Ag-
gies claim the doubles point twice last week and earned the only
doubles win over No. 36 UNLV on Friday, Jan. 20.

“I'm very proud of Natalia’s performance this last weekend,”
said head coach Ivan Fernandez. “Going undefeated in singles
and doubles during a three-match weekend is not an easy thing
to accomplish. She is off to a great start and I look for her to
keep it going this season.”

Salum and her Aggie teammates have a week off before wel-
coming Air Force and Northern Arizona for their first matches
at home beginning Friday, Feb. 3.

Turner leaves NMSU for NFL

New Mexico State football coach DeWayne Walker an-
nounced that running back Kenny Turner has declared himself
eligible for the 2012 NFL Draft. Turner played two seasons for
the Aggies as a running back and slot receiver.

“First of all, I would like to thank coach Walker, Dr. (McKin-
ley) Boston and the New Mexico State administration for giving
me the opportunity to play Division I football at New Mexico
State,” Turner said. “Coming out of junior college, I had a few
other offers to play Division I football, but after I visited New
Mexico State I felt that it was home and I felt that it was the
right decision for me.”

“T walked through this process with Kenny, explaining the
pros and cons of declaring for the NFL,” Walker said. “At the
end of the day it was his decision and we will support him in
any way we can.

“He understands through this process that he must graduate,
and Kenny promised me that he would take care of that piece of
it. There is life after football and he understands that as well. We
hate to see him leave, but I do understand his decision and we
are going to support it, and we want to make sure he graduates
from college.”

Turner, from Orlando, Fla., led the Aggies with 1,074 yards
rushing in 2011, becoming the second NMSU running back
since the 2000 season to rush for more than 1,000 yards. Turner
accounted for 10 rushing touchdowns on the year as well, while

City of Las Cruces’

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

You're invited
Mini Art Gallery show. The show will highlight arts and craftwork
by senior artists and crafters in the area.

FEBRUARY 13™-1]m

to the City of Las Cruces Senior Programs

10a.m.-3 p.m.

10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (Friday)
Munson Senior Genter
975 S. Mesquite

The Mini Art show is put on in conjunction with The Love of Art
month. All work is made by adults 50 years and older. An artist
reception will be held on Monday, February 13th from
8:30 — 10:30 a.m. See what great works have been created!
For more information, contact the
Munson Senior Center at 528-3000.

averaging 82.6 yards a game, fourth best in the WAC. He also
finished second on the team in receiving with 46 catches for 514
yards and three touchdowns.

Police, firefighters to tussle

Las Cruces police officers will battle Las Cruces firefighters
on the gridiron Saturday, Jan. 28, in the annual flag football
game. Proceeds — canned or non-perishable food items — from
the game will benefit the Weed and Seed program.

The eighth annual flag football game between officers and
firefighters kicks off at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28, north of the
Field of Dreams off Motel Boulevard.

The police officers, also known as Las Cruces’ Finest, will try
to beat the firefighters for the second year in a row. The Finest
lead the series 4-3 over Las Cruces’ Bravest.

The public is invited to attend the game and cheer on their

favorite team. Admission to the game is free, but both depart-
ments ask fans to bring non-perishable food items that will be
donated to the Las Cruces Weed and Seed program.

Operation Weed and Seed, operated by the Las Cruces Po-
lice Department, is a multi-agency program that “weeds” out
violent crime, gang activity, drug use and drug activity in the
targeted community and then “seeds” the area by promoting
social and economic revitalization.

Coaches luncheon set Friday

The third Comcast Coaches Luncheon of the basketball sea-
son will be at noon Friday, Jan. 27, at The Game Sports Bar &
Grill, 2605 S. Espina St.

Men’s basketball coach Marvin Menzies and women’s bas-
ketball coach Mark Trakh will discuss their seasons thus far as
well as upcoming games.

OF THE CLUBS
TEAM TENNIS TOURNAMENT

PICACHO HILLS

country club

Saturday, Jan. 28 &
Sunday, Jan. 29

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

NMSU
Tennis Center

The following businesses and individuals have generously
helped make this tournament a Premier Tennis Event for
Southern New Mexico and Greater El Paso tennis communities!

US Open Sponsors:
Wells Fargo Advisors - Jag Cheema * Cash Express - Matt Gaddy e UMP 88 Grill - Doug Eddings
Able Sign Co. - Jeff Banegas  Del Valle Physical Therapy - Mark Figueroa
Las Cruces Bulletin - David McCollum ¢ Malooly’s Flooring Co. - Barbara Malooly
Tammy & Marvin Menzies ® Morgan Stanley Smith Barney - Fred Anderson
Schwalm, Martos & Co., PC - Myrle Schwalm

Wimbledon Open Sponsors:
Arbonne - Laura Smart ¢ Valley Cold Storage & Transportation - Jennifer Bush

French Open Sponsors:
Baskets by ] - Jan Severson ® Biad Chile L'TD. Co. ¢ Citizens Bank of Las Cruces ® Dan A. Duran, DDS
Picacho Hills Country Club e Steinborn & Associates ® Mark Trakh ¢ World Gym

Australian Open Business Sponsors:
Caliche’s  Cunnigham Services, LLC ® Double Eagle Restaurant & Peppers Cafe
First American Bank ¢ Grant Good - Massage Therapist ® Gourds by Wanda Sparks
Guacamole’s Bar & Grille » La Posta ® Matteo Jewelry by Design ® Rosemary McKeown, Artist
Mesilla Valley Insurance Group - Patty Wood ¢ Mesilla Valley Kitchen, Inc. ® Mesilla Valley Mall
Elaine Brown & Laurie Beougher RE/MAX Classic Realty e Silver Assets
Allen Takeshita, Steinborn & Associates ® Gregg Tracy ¢ 5967 Traders ® The Game Sports Bar & Grill

For information regarding the tournament
contact battleoftheclubs@gmail.com
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This week in the history

e Jim Hilley

Reflections
-/
100yearsago

1912

« Capt. Thomas Branigan was ill with
erysipelas, and a trained nurse and physician
were in attendance of the postmaster at his
house. The attack was centered in his head
and was affecting the use of his eyes and
causing intense suffering, the Rio Grande
Republican reported. Branigan took ill while
directing the moving of the post office and
had not been able to leave his room.

* Mrs. May Crawford was appointed
postmistress in Mesilla. Crawford was
the incumbent and her service had been
satisfactory to all, the Republican said.

« The agricultural demonstration train staff
returned well pleased with the long and
strenuous trip they had made around the
state. Agricultural college President Winfred
Garrison released “conservative” figures
showing that more than 32,000 people had
passed through the train during its 70 stops.

75yearsago

1937

* Mesilla Valley Electric again reduced rates
effective Feb. 1. Rates were cut from 9 cents to
7 cents per kilowatt hour. The rate reduction
was expected to affect 440 customers in Las
Cruces.
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And WE can fix it.

of the Mesilla Valley

+ Floyd Ikard urged all those who had not
purchased tickets to the President’s annual
balls to do so at once. The greater part of
proceeds raised in the two affairs would be
used to support crippled children in Dofia
Ana County, Ikard said.

« Enchiladas and chicken pie were on the
menu at a fundraiser for the St. James
Episcopal Church Guild Auxiliary. Cost was
50 cents.

+ Las Cruces Auto Co. was undergoing a
change in ownership and would be renamed
Mesilla Valley Motor Co. L.J. Byron of Gallup,
N.M.,, arrived to take over operations. Former
manager Robert Hyland would remain at the
company as would several other employees.

50yearsago

1962

+ Garnett R. Burks Jr. was named to the New
Mexico House of Representatives to fill the
position vacated by Rudy Carrillo. Burks was
an attorney and a graduate of the University
of New Mexico.

« The Aggies prepared to face Texas Western in
El Paso on the basketball court. Coach Presley
Askew said the contest would be decided by
defense and backboard play. “Our defense

is going to have to improve,” he said, noting
Arizona State scored 94 points against the
Aggies in their last outing. “The Miners don’t
have excessive height at every position,” he
said, “but, they have excellent overall height
when you consider how high each man can
jump.”

Friday, January 27, 2012

Photo reproduced courtesy of the New Mexico State Library Rio Grande Historical Collection
This picture shows the Thomas Branigan Memorial Library as it appeared in 1941,
about five years after it opened. The chamber of commerce office occupied the
portion of the library along Hadley Avenue. The building is now the Branigan
Cultural Center.

« Aggie fans were attempting to cope with
the three years of probation handed down
to the New Mexico State University football
program. The school was alleged to have
ignored academic issues in the recruitment
of junior college transfers Pervis Atkins and
Bob Gaitors. Reports were circulating that
the football staff — including coach Warren
Woodson — would resign before the end of

spring.

25yearsago

1987

+ Gen. Hugh M. Milton II of Las Cruces died
at William Beaumont Army Medical Center
in El Paso. He was 89. Milton came to New
Mexico College of Agriculture & Mechanic
Arts in 1924 as a professor of mechanical
engineering and became dean of engineering

in 1935. He was named president of the
school in 1938. He returned to military active
duty in 1941 and served throughout the Asian
Theater of Operations. His citations included
the Legion of Merit, Silver Star, Bronze Star
with Oak Leaf Cluster, Army Commendation
Medal and Philippine Presidential Citation.
On Jan. 1, 1946, he resumed his role at
NMA&M until he left in 1948 to assume
leadership of the New Mexico Military
Institute. He was recalled to active duty
during the Korean conflict and was executive
chief for the U.S. Army Reserves. In 1953,
President Eisenhower appointed him Assistant
Secretary of the Army and in 1958 he was
named Undersecretary of the Army until he
concluded his military service in 1961.

Information gathered from New Mexico State
University Library’s Microform Area and Archives
and Special Collections.

New Mexico.
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REPAIR SPECIALTIES, ING.

S Over 20 Years Serving Las Cruces_g
/1100 N. Main St. * (575) 527.0561 (|

www.DesertAutomotivelLC.com®

Date: February 23, 2011

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING AND
AVAILABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL
INFORMATION DOCUMENT

Desert Aire MDW & SWA, Water System_
Improvement Project, Chaparral, New Mexico

Purpose: Desert Aire MDW & SWA intends to apply for funding from the a
variety of State and Federal sources (including, but not limited to, the Clean
Wiater State Revolving Fund Loan, State and Tribal Assistance Grant, United
States Department of Agriculture, and Colonias program) to complete
improvements to their water system. These improvements may include a
expansion of the current distribution system, replacement of portions of the
current distribution system, additional water storage and/or water source.
The purpose of this public meeting is to present applicable laws and/regula-
tions, to review the draft preliminary engineering report and environmental
information document (which will be made available at the public meet-
ing), seek public comment, identify issues of concern, present the range
of alternatives considered, and enlist public participation in development
of the project plan. Desert Aire MDW & SWA hereby wishes to inform all
interested parties of the Association’s intent to file an application with the
USDA, Rural Development's Utilities Program (Rural Utilities Service) for a
loan and/or grant. The purpose of the application is to request financial
assistance to improve the water system serving a portion of Chaparral,

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Place: Desert Aire MDW & SWA offices,
2360 Desert Aire Drive, Chaparral, NM

Agenda: 7:00-7:15, review project background and purpose; 7:15-7:45,
summary of preliminary engineering report/environment information docu-
ment; 7:45-9:00 public question and answer and comments

NOTICE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: If special assistance is required
to participate in this public meeting, please contact the person above at least
three days prior to the meeting so arrangements can be made

Kinetico Water Softeners and
Reverse Osmosis Systems are good for you!
« Energy Efficient
Non-electric, lowers operating costs.
« Environmentally Friendly
Reduces waste, conserves water.
No need for bottled water.
« Better Water
Sodium-Free, tastes great.

+ Higher Flow Rates
Produce more water in less time.

* Using a salt substitute. Sun-Tech Services, Inc., is an authorized

ingjAbout
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water systems

SERVIGES, INC.

Serving Las Cruces for over 30 years

Call for free
estimate 523-2400

www.sun-techservices.com

independent dealer of Kinetico products.
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Programs at Munson Senior
Center are for those age 50
and over. Membership is free
and required to participate in
classes and activities.

Call the Munson Senior
Center at 528-3000 or check
postings at the facility, 975 S.
Mesquite St., for information
on ongoing programs.

AQUATICS CLASS

Aquatics class is from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays at the
Las Cruces Regional Aquatic
Center, 1401 E. Hadley Ave.
Classes are walk up, but regis-
tration with Senior Programs is
required. Donation suggested.

BLOOD PRESSURE
CHECKS

A registered nurse provides
blood pressure checks at the
following times and locations.
Dona'uon suggested.

10 to 11 a.m. Mondays

at Munson Center, 975 S.

Mesquite St.

e 10to 11 a.m. Wednesdays
at Eastside Community
Center, 310 N. Tornillo St.

e 10:451t0 11:45a.m.
Thursdays at Mesilla Park
Recreation Center, 304 W.
Bell Ave.

TRAVEL CLUB

The Voyagers Travel Club

is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tuesday through Thursday

at Munson Center, 975 S.

Mesquite St.

Trips currently being
booked include:

¢ Rockhound State Park/
Adobe Deli Steakhouse
day trip: Tuesday, Jan. 31.
Day trip cost: $15.

¢ Tucson Casino: Feb 22-24.
Cost $225 double, $295
single. Sign up by Feb. 1.

e Cattleman’s Steakhouse,
Fabens, Texas: Friday, Feb.
10. Cost: $70.

¢ Cloudcroft Mardi Gras in
the Clouds: Saturday, Feb.
18. Cost: $20 per person.

¢ Belen/Santa Fe Raii
Runner: March 13-15.
Cost: $330 double, $384
single.

e Savannah/Jekyll Island:
April 13-23. Motor coach.
Sign up by Feb. 7. Cost:
$949 double, $1,199 single.

e New Orleans: Nov. 10-18.

Motor coach. Cost: $810
double, $1,080 single.

e Canada/New England
cruise: Oct. 10-20.

e Australia/New Zealand
cruise: March 4, 2013.
For more information, call

Helen Glover at 528-3166.

STAINED GLASS

Beginning and advanced
stained-glass classes meet
at 8:30 a.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays
at Munson Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St.

Intermediate stained-glass
class meets at 1 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at Munson Center.
Registration is required.

AEROBICS CLASS

Aerobics class is from
9 to 10 a.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays
at Munson Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St. Classes are
drop-in. Donation suggested.

CORE EXERCISE
Core exercise classes are

from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays at Meerscheidt

Recreation Center, 1600

E. Hadley Ave. Classes are

drop-in. Donation suggested.

LINE DANCING

Beginning line dance
classes for anyone over 50 are
held from 1:45 to 2:45 p.m.
each Monday and intermedi-
ate line dance classes are held
from 1:45 to 2:45 p.m. each
Friday at Munson Center, 975
S. Mesquite St. Donations are
accepted. For more informa-
tion, call 528-3000.

HATHA YOGA

Yoga classes are from 8 to
9 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays at Munson
Center, 975 S. Mesquite St.
Classes are drop-in. Donation
suggested.

T'Al CHI CLASSES

T'ai chi classes are from
3 to 4 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays
at Munson Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St. Classes are
drop-in. Donation suggested.

CARD/TABLE
GAMES

Anyone age 50 or older
is welcome to play bridge,
pinochle, canasta, Hands N
Feet, chess and Mah Jongg.

Call 528-3000 for times
and locations.

50+ WALKING
GROUP

The City of Las Cruces
Parks & Recreation will lead
a walking group targeted
toward those 50 years and
older at 8 a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays. There is no fee to
join and total walking dis-
tance will be no more than
two miles per walk.

For more information,
call the Parks & Recreation
Department at 541-2550. The
TTY number is 541-2182.

THE THURSDAY
BRIDGE CLUB

The Thursday Bridge Club
meets for lunch and bridge
at 11 a.m. the first and third
Thursday of each month.

For more information, call
Judy at 373-9309, Ann at
522-7240 or Bev at 523-6106.

QUILTERS MEET AT
MUNSON CENTER

The Munson Quilters
meet from 9 to 11 a.m. each
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
at Munson Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St. Quilters over age
50 of all levels are encouraged
to participate.

On Fridays, the group
works on quilts to be donated
to local organizations.

CITY RECREATION

The City of Las Cruces
offers recreation and fitness
classes at city recreation and
community centers.

The following classes are
held at Meerscheidt Recreation
Center 1600 E. Hadley Ave.:

Aerobics: 8:30 to 9:30

a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays
* Yoga:9to 10 a.m.

Tuesdays and Thursdays
e Pilates: 5:45 to 6:45 p.m.

Tuesdays and Thursdays
e Core/Floor Exercises:

10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Mondays, Wednesdays and

Fridays

SANDLER

Inc.

(575) 525-2400 e Gary@GarySandler.com e www.GarySandler.com

(Corner of Las Cruces Ave.)

In the Heart
of Downtown

Ra

Pickleball: 10:30 a.m.

to 12:30 p.m. Monday

through Fridays. Paddles

may be rented for $1.

¢ Indoor Cycling: 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays
The following class is held

at Benavidez Community

Center, 1045 McClure Road:

e Zumba: 6to 7 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays.
For more information, call

541-5185.

The following classes are
held at the Regional Aquatic
Center, 1401 E. Hadley Ave.

e Aquatic Fitness: 9 to 10
a.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays

¢ Safe Strength Gentle
Cardio Water Workout:
10 to 11 a.m. Thursdays

e Water Fitness for
Non-Swimmers: 10 to 11
a.m. Tuesdays

e Senior Aquatics Class:
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, Wednesday,
Thursdays and Fridays.
Classes are drop in, but
seniors must be registered
with Las Cruces Senior
Services.

e Aqua Fit: 1to 2 p.m.
Wednesdays and Fridays

e Aqua Zumba: 5:30 to 6:15
p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays and 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. Saturdays

e Relax and Stretch: 1 to 2
p.m. Tuesdays
For more information, call

541-2782.

The following class is held
at the East Mesa Recreation
Center, 5589 Porter Drive:

e Zumba: 6to 7 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays
For more information, call

382-1662.

Al classes are $2. For more
information, call the City of Las
Cruces Parks and Recreation
Department at 541-2550.

THE LAS CRUCES
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SWINGING
DANCERS

The Swinging Dancers of
Munson Center will meet
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 28,
at Munson Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St. Couples, individ-
uals and guests are welcome.
Entertainment will be provided
by Mark Coker. Couples, sin-
gles and guests are welcome.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
dancing begins at 7 p.m. Cost
is $6. For more information,
call 528-3000.

MEN'’S 8-BALL
TOURNAMENT

An 8-ball tournament for
men ages 50 and over is held
the last Wednesday of the
month at Munson Center,
975 S. Mesquite St. Sign up
is from 8 to 9 a.m. and play
begins at 9:15 a.m. Cost is
$3 per person. Gift cards are
awarded to first- and second-
place winners.

For more information, call
Dan Carrillo at 528-3111.

WOMEN'S 8-BALL
TOURNAMENT

An 8-ball tournament for
women ages 50 and over is
held the first Monday of the
month at Munson Center,
975 S. Mesquite St. Sign up
is at 8 a.m. and play begins
from 8:30 to 9 a.m. Cost is
$3 per person. Gift cards are
awarded to first- and second-
place winners.

For more information, call
Dan Carrillo at 528-3111.

HEALTH
INFORMATION
BENEFITS
COUNSELING

Resource Center staff pro-
vide a free information and
referral service to those age

50 and over on Medicare,
Medicaid, Social Security,
housing, food stamps and
more at Munson Center, 975
S. Mesquite St.

For more information, call
528-3301.

MONTHLY POTLUCK

A potluck is held from
noon to 2 p.m. the second
Sunday of the month at
Munson Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St. Anyone age
50 or over is are invited to
bring a covered dish along
with eating utensils. For more
information, call 528-3000.

AARP DRIVER
SAFETY PROGRAM

AARP Driver Safety
Program courses are open
to drivers 55 years of age or
older. A certificate issued upon
successful completion of the
four-hour course may qualify
the participant for a discount
on insurance depending on
the driver's insurance policy.
Cost is $12 for AARP members
and $14 for nonmembers,
paid at the door the day of
class.

Participants need to bring
their driver’s license and a
pen or pencil, and the correct
change if paying with cash.
AARP members must bring
their membership card to
receive the discount. Classes
are held on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Classes in February are:

e 8am.to1pm.
Wednesday, Feb. 8:
Encantada Park, 1000
Coyote Trail.

e Noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 28: Good Samaritan
Society-Las Cruces Village,
3011 Buena Vida Circle.
For more information,

visit www.aarp.org or call

505-830-3096.

SUNDAY, FEB. 26
11 AM. - 4 PM.

LAS CRUCES

To participate or for more information about the Las Cruces Bridal & Special
Events Showcase, call Helping Hands at 522-1232. To place an ad in this
Perfect Southwest Weddings 2012, call the Las Cruces Bulletin at 524-8061.

WWW.LASCRUCESBRIDALSHOWCASE.COM
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Photo courtesy of John Papen
Frank Papen parked this antique auto outside the First National Bank in this 1960s
photo to promote auto loans, which was a popular consumer loan for the bank.

Papen promoted Las Cruces

Las Cruces Bulletin
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Three win state awards

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson
Raul Sanchez, former state commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
stands with state teaching and student essay award winners - Eileen Gilbert of
Tombaugh Elementary School, Sierra Middle School student Chloe Keller, 12, and
Kathleen Guitar of Vista Middle School - after announcing their awards at the
VFW 3242 post in Las Cruces Saturday, Jan. 14. Sanchez said it was unusual for
one area to win this many statewide recognitions by the VFW.

Banker was state senator for 19 years

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

Be it at the Legislature or through banking,
Las Cruces and New Mexico State University
wouldn’t be what they are today without the
constant support and push of tall banker and
state Sen. Frank Papen.

Born Dec. 2, 1907, in Las Vegas, N.M., Pa-
pen was working in insurance when he arrived
to Las Cruces in 1939. He was extremely suc-
cessful and began acquiring shares of the First
National Bank of Las Cruces in the early 1950s.
By the end of the decade, the bank was his.

“When he bought the bank we had assets
of less than $10 million,” said John Papen, his
nephew who works at Wells Fargo Bank, for-
merly First National Bank.

John Papen works in the building Frank Pa-
pen built in 1962 as the bank began growing
with the community. Two years later, the bank
opened the Loretto Shopping Center, the first
indoor, air-conditioned mall between Dallas
and Phoenix.

“He wanted people to stay in Las Cruces

and shop in Las Cruces,” John Papen said. “This
bank was really built on consumer loans.”

Three years later, he began work on the
city’s first skyscraper, a 10-story bank tower.
According to John Papen, part of his uncle’s
motivation for the tower was to attract the
NASA space program, but NASA built the
White Sands Test Facility near Organ instead.

Papen was successful in attracting a number
of manufacturing operations to Las Cruces,
including the former Legg’s plant. Papen was
an early promoter of a southern New Mexico
port of entry into Mexico and would become
the area’s state senator for 19 years, with much
of his work in Santa Fe benefiting growth at
NMSU.

In 1990, Papen’s first wife Julia died of can-
cer and he married a year later a widower who
is now the area’s state senator, Mary Kay Papen.
She said she brings the same focus to creating
good jobs for the people. Frank Papen died in
1996.

To recognize Frank Papen, the Las Cruces
City Council recently voted to name the Me-
silla Park Community Center after him.

Man wins $22 million suit
County to appeal judgment against jail

Bulletin Staff Report

Dona Ana County is planning to appeal a
$22 million award in lawsuit over conditions
at the detention center.

According to the New Mexican, a federal
jury in Santa Fe awarded Stephen Slevin, 57, of
Las Cruces, $22 million in damages for endur-
ing inhumane conditions during 20 months he
was held in the jail.

Slevin was originally jailed on charges of
driving while intoxicated, transferring a stolen
vehicle and other crimes Aug. 24, 2005.

According to his lawyer, Matthew Coyte of
Albuquerque, Slevin was held in solitary con-
finement, but eventually was transferred to the
New Mexico Behavioral Health Institute in Las
Vegas, N.M., by May 8, 2007. By then, Slevin
had lost a third of his body weight, had a beard

reaching to his chest, “toenails curling around
his toes,” fungus on his skin, bed sores and
“had been driven mad,” Coyte said.

Slevin was physically healthy when he en-
tered the jail, but his clinical depression went
untreated and he became delirious while un-
der solitary confinement, the lawyer said.

“It is the worst case of solitary confinement
in the country,” Coyte said. “He’s suffering se-
vere post-traumatic stress disorder.”

Coyte said all charges against Slevin even-
tually were dismissed because of his mental
condition. Slevin was freed on June 25, 2007,
the New Mexican reported.

Standing outside the U.S. Courthouse in
Santa Fe after the verdict Tuesday, Jan. 24,
Slevin told KOB-TV that because jail person-
nel refused to let him see a dentist, he was
forced to pull his own loose tooth.
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e PIZZA SAUCE
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Select Varieties, @ oz

Gourmet Foods | Natural and Organic | Local New Mexico Products | Unique Food Selections & Special Orders | Expansive Selection of Beer, Wine, Liquor

1701 E. University Ave, Las Cruces ® 521-3003 ® www.toucanmarket.com ® Open Daily @ a.m. - 10 p.m.

CREATE YOUR OWN 6 PACK!

MIX & MATCH THESE SELECT VARIETIES
SIERRA NEVADA - Torpedo and Celebration
NEW BELGIAN - Fat Tire and Dig
DESCHUTES - Black Butte Porter and Red Chair
HORNSBY'S - Amber Draft Hard Cider

: PLACE YOUR
LoY-OFF PARTY SUBS
= ORDER TODAY.

575-521 3003
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Deadline for fellowships extended

Applications to Domenici Institute now due Friday, Feb. 10

The Domenici Institute for Public Policy
has extended the application deadline for the
first round of Domenici Institute fellowships.

“We have received several good applica-
tions for the program that will be considered
for fellowships,” said Garrey Carruthers, dean
of the New Mexico State University College of
Business and director of the Domenici Insti-
tute. “Due to overwhelming interest from fac-
ulty members, we have decided to extend the
deadline.”

The Domenici Institute was established on
the main campus of NMSU in 2009 and seeks
to be a regional leader in the area of public
policy analysis. For this initial request for pro-

posals, Domenici Fellows will select from the

following research areas of strategic interest to

the Institute:

+ Energy, especially the impact of Depart-
ment of Defense facilities generating their
own power

+ Entrepreneurial and free-market ap-
proaches to economic development

+ Development of graduate and under-
graduate classes that advance free-market
and entrepreneurial models of economic
development

+  Assessment of workforce needs in New
Mexico and development of best practices
for filling identified gaps

4
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DEATH NOTICES

-
BARRAZA

Gustavo L. Barraza, 88, of Berino, New
Mexico, entered eternal life Sunday, Jan.
22, 2012 at University Medical Center in El
Paso, Texas, surrounded by his loving family.
Those left to mourn his passing include his
loving wife of 62 years, Maria Santos Barraza,
a son, two daughters, a brother, a sister and
eight grandchildren. Recitation of the Holy
Rosary was held Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2012, at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Cathedral, 1240 S.
Espina St., Las Cruces, NM, and the Funeral
Mass was celebrated Thursday, Jan. 26,2012, at
the same location. The Rite of Committal and
Interment followed at San Albino Cemetery
in Mesilla, New Mexico, where he will be
laid to rest. Service arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of Baca’s Funeral Chapels,
300 E. Boutz Road, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
575-527-2222. For online condolences, log on
to www.bacasfuneralchapelslascruces.com.

GALLEGOS

Concepcion Bustamante Gallegos, 95, of
Las Cruces, New Mexico, entered eternal life
Friday,Jan.20,2012.Survivorsincludetwosons
and five daughters. Other survivors include
25 grandchildren, 40 great-grandchildren,
35 great-great-grandchildren, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews. A Prayer
Vigil was held Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2012,
in Baca’s Chapel of Prayer, 300 E. Boutz
Road, Las Cruces. The Funeral Service was
celebrated Thursday, Jan. 26, 2012, in the
same chapel. The Rite of Committal and
Interment followed in San Albino Cemetery
where she was laid to rest. Entrusted to Baca’s
Funeral Chapels of Las Cruces. 575-527-2222.
For online condolences, log on to www.
bacasfuneralchapelslascruces.com.

VERLANDER

Ritchie Martin Verlander, 84, of Las
Cruces, New Mexico, passed away Saturday,
Jan. 21, 2012, at MountainView Regional
Medical Center. Mr. Verlander served his
country honorably in the United States
Navy during World War II and the Korean
War. Survivors include his wife, Patricia Jean
Verlander; four sons, Gregory, Richard, Keith
and John Verlander; a stepdaughter, Roseann
Lesher Kelly; a sister, Margaret Louise
Verlander; 12 grandchildren, numerous
great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
A Funeral Service was held Tuesday, Jan. 24,
2012 in Baca’s Chapel of Prayer, 300 E. Boutz
Road, Las Cruces, New Mexico. Cremation
followed and inurnment of cremains will
take place at a later date. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests memorial contributions
be made in Ritchie’s name to Mesilla Valley
Hospice, 299 E. Montana Ave., Las Cruces,
NM 88005. Entrusted to Baca’s Funeral
Chapels and Baca’s Sunset Crematory of Las
Cruces. 575-527-2222

CHERRY

Shirley Cherry, 83, of Las Cruces, New
Mexico, passed away Sunday, Jan. 22,2012, with
her husband of 64+ years, Eldon L. Cherry,
at her side. Beside her husband, also left to
mourn her passing are her two daughters,
an older sister, nine grandchildren and 13
great-grandchildren. Cremation will take place
and no services are planned. Arrangements
entrusted to the care of Baca’s Funeral
Chapels and Sunset Crematory of Las Cruces.
575-527-2222. For online condolences, log on
to www.bacasfuneralchapelslascruces.com.

+ The effects of recent health care reform on
the operation of hospitals, medical prac-
tices, physicians and/or patients in New
Mexico

+  Mental and behavioral health issues in a
changing health care environment

+ The impact of large-scale reintroduction
of uranium mining and development in
New Mexico, especially on Native Ameri-
can populations

+ Reduction of the federal deficit while also
dealing with the economic recovery
Domenici Fellows will be expected to

produce a peer-reviewed journal article

discussing their work at the institute, as well

/" /
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VILLALOBOS

Catalina “Katy” Villalobos, 83, of Hatch,
New Mexico, entered eternal life Friday, Jan. 13,
2012, in Kauai, Hawaii. Those left to mourn her
passing include two sons and a daughter. Other
survivors include 10 grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren. A Prayer Vigil was held
Monday, Jan. 23, 2012, in Our Lord of Mercy
Catholic Church, 611 W. Hall in Hatch, New
Mexico, where the Funeral Mass was celebrated
immediately thereafter with Reverend Ray
Flores officiating. The Rite of Committal and
Interment followed in the Garden of Memories
Cemetery where she was laid to rest. Entrusted
to Baca’s Funeral Chapels. 575-527-2222. Your
exclusive providers of “Veterans and Family
Memorial Care.” For online condolences, log
on to www.bacasfuneralchapelslascruces.com.

HArLL

Debbie Montigny-Hall, 42 of Silver City,
New Mexico, died Thursday, Jan. 19, 2012.
A Memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. on
Friday, Jan. 27, 2012 at Getz Funeral Home.
Arrangements by Getz Funeral Home.
575-526-2419

REID

Leroy E. Reid, 90, passed away at his home
on Thursday, Jan. 19, 2012. Arrangements
are with La Paz - Graham’s Funeral Home.
575-526-6891
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as presenting their work at either a Domenici
Forum or a conference in their discipline.

The initial group of Domenici Fellows
will conduct their research over the upcom-
ing summer session, said Christopher Brown,
head of the geography department, director of
the NMSU Spatial Applications Research Cen-
ter and a member of the Domenici Institute
Advisory Council. Only NMSU faculty will
be considered for the fellowship this summer,
but for subsequent semesters, the program will
accept applications from faculty members at
other universities. All successful applicants are
required to be in residence at NMSU during
their fellowships.

Applications are now due Friday, Feb. 10.
Winners of the summer fellowships will be an-
nounced no later than Thursday, March 15.

Additional information and the Fellows
Program Application can be found online at
www.domenici.nmsu.edu.

DECKER

Robert J. Decker, 89, of Las Cruces, New
Mexico, died Friday, Jan. 20, 2012. He was born
Jan. 7, 1923. He is survived by his loving wife
June of the family home and by his children
and grandchildren. Memorial Services to
celebrate his life will be at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
Feb. 12, 2012 at St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church. Arrangements by Getz Funeral Home
and Getz Family Crematory. 575-526-2419

DiaAz

Virginia M. Diaz, 90, of La Mesa, New
Mexico, entered eternal life Thursday, Jan.
19, 2012, at MountainView Regional Medical
Center. Those left to mourn her passing include
two brothers, Lorenzo and Raymundo Diaz;
three sisters, Maria Fresquez, Eloisa Sandoval
and Manuela Villalobos. Other survivors include
numerous nieces, nephews, great nieces and
nephews and great, great nieces and nephews.
A Prayer Vigil was held Monday, Jan. 23, 2012
in Baca’s Chapel of Prayer, 300 E. Boutz Road,
Las Cruces, NM. The Funeral Mass was on
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2012, at the San Jose Catholic
Church in La Mesa. The Rite of Committal and
Interment followed in the San Jose Cemetery
where she was laid to rest. Entrusted to Baca’s
Funeral Chapels. 575-527-2222 Your exclusive
providers of “Veterans and Family Memorial
Care.” For online condolences, log on to www.
bacasfuneralchapelslascruces.com

The Las Cruces Bulletin will publish paid obituaries, which may include up to
two photographs. Brief death notices are published at no charge. Memorials and
remembrances are also available. For more information, call Sid Graft at the Las
Cruces Bulletin, 575-524-8061, or email obits@lascrucesbulletin.com.

Go to www.lascrucesbulletin.com and click on the Daily Bulletin and Obituaries for

current information.

Graham’s Mortuary — Since 1912

Celebmtz'ng the Centennial with our State. Thank you Las Cruces for trusting us for 100 years!

La Paz-Graham’s-Perches Funeral Home

Affordable Funeral Care”
555 W. Amador ® 575-526-6891 ® www.lapaz-grahams.com
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The Dona Ana Arts Council presents
The World Famous

Glenn Miller Orchestra
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SUNSPOT

solar energy

How are your powers of deduction? It’s elementary to figure out H
how 40% state and federal tax credits can be subtracted from -, ALY Grande Theatre
211 N. Main St., Las Cruces

your tax bill when you have Sunspot install New Mexico-made
solar panels! Plus, you replace your monthly bill with a check -
from the electric company! Time to lock in your energy savings

m g g

| y | rer [ = |

i |
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¢ You get paid for ALL the electricity you make Enchanted Gardens & La Iguana
¢ Always connected, electricity day and night ( ) 5 6 0
® Increase your home value =
* Your ONLY local solar installer CALL FOR 5.75 5 3 4 3
YOUR FREE www.RioGrandeTheatre.com
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Google killed
SOPA, PIPA

Samantha
Roberts

Business Editor

The Internet has become a marvelous
thing. At the touch of a button, someone
can find the answer to almost any ques-
tion in the world.

But how beneficial is the World Wide
Web? To some, the Stop Online Piracy
Act (SOPA), introduced by Republican
Rep. Lamar Smith of Texas, attempted
to censor the Internet and threatened
freedom of speech. According to propo-
nents of the bill, SOPA would protect the
intellectual property market.

This column is not a platform to state
my opinion, but rather to discuss what
happened after SOPA and similar bill
PIPA (Preventing Real Online Threats to
Economic Creativity and Theft of Intel-
lectual Property Act) surfaced.

The Internet went crazy. The SOPA/
PIPA outcry made Occupy Wall Street
look like two men paddling in a rowboat
next to a battleship.

Google led the protest on its
homepage with a large black square
covering the iconic Google logo.

Up-and-coming Pinterst, which
allows users to re-pin creative photos,
asked people to join the movement of
protesting the proposed bills before they
could access their respective sites.

In fact, more than 7,000 websites
protested the bills, many of them black-
ing out their pages. Of those 7,000, 11 of
them were considered “major sites,” such
as Wikipedia, Google, Reddit, Twitpic,
WordPress and Mozilla.

The point is, it worked. Google and
friends killed the bills, for now.

Politico wrote, “House and Senate
leaders abandoned plans to move on
SOPA and PIPA ... the surest sign yet
that a wave of online protests have killed
the controversial anti-piracy legislation
for now and maybe forever.”

As anti-SOPA/PIPA voices spread
throughout the Internet, politicians
dropped their support one-by-one.

The bill lost three of its co-sponsors
— Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) withdrew
as a co-sponsor of PIPA in the Senate,
while Reps. Lee Terry (R-Neb.) and Ben
Quayle (R-Ariz.) pulled their names
from companion House bill SOPA, rein-
forcing the Internet’s influence.

Email me at samantha@lascrucesbulletin.
com.

Las Cruces: A Photographic
Journey

Centennial book uses NMSU,
Bulletin collaboration................... B9

NMSU coach leads the pack
More on Mike Jordan ................ B10

Staying quirky, up-to-date
In Good Company: Wilson Binkley
Advertising & Marketing............ B11

A growing wedding industry

One-day production generates year-round business, increased prices

By Samantha Roberts

Las Cruces Bulletin

Weddings have always been an important
day in a young bride’s life, but as years have
progressed, the stress and amount of work has
extended to friends, family members, distant
relatives, wedding planners, cake decorators,
travel agents, bridesmaids, etc.

What was once a party that was planned a
week or two in advance has turned into a year-
round production, soliciting the help of nu-
merous vendors and planners.

“Weddings and parties in themselves used
to be thrown by socialites who had lots of time
to dedicate to making the event a great party
with little management the day of,” said Kath-
ryn Blessington, event coordinator with Help-
ing Hands Event Planning.

“Simultaneously, women were progressing
in their social status and in their careers. From
this, the event planning industry was able to
open to a lot more. It became a career instead
of just doing it for fun.”

Becoming more elaborate, weddings and
events now require someone with experience
in reviewing contracts, coordinating vendor
arrival and set up, settling payments and over-
seeing the entire event.

“Now, people don’t want to rely on just
relatives to take care of the details,” Blessington
said. “Hiring someone who knows people in
the industry in their neighborhood is impor-
tant because the industry as a whole has grown
simply because there is a lot of money to be
made doing it from a florists and caterer to lin-
ens, tables and chairs.”

Celebrities and Hollywood have also con-
tributed to a growing wedding industry, and
more recently, reality television is propelling

Allison Gayle Photography photo

With rising wedding costs and added work preparing for the big event, the bride and
groom might owe a few people a big “thank you” for their time and effort.

the commerce further.

““Say Yes to the Dress’ is our dearest friend,”
said Camille Limas, owner of Renee’s Bridal on
Lohman Avenue, about the popular TV show.
“It gives girls information before they come in
and propels the idea of having a bigger wed-
ding. The media can be very powerful.”

Though wedding gowns are getting sim-
pler, Limas said prices are increasing, includ-
ing shipping.

“The 10 percent increase in cotton caused
dress prices to go up,” Limas said. “Since many

of the dresses are made in China, and Chinese
labor is also getting paid more, prices also had
to adjust.”

Limas said the average cost of a wedding
dress is about $800 to $900.

“T've heard on the news, people say fewer
couples are getting married,” she said. “Talk
shows say up to 70 percent of couples living to-
gether are not married. I just can’t believe that
because my business has increased every year.”

“There is a constant flux of clients from the

See Weddings on page B2

LCCC grows with experience

More than one year has pa

By Samantha Roberts

Las Cruces Bulletin

On Dec. 1,2010, the Las Cruces Convention
Center opened to excitement and curiosity.

“I hope we have made some believers out
of skeptics,” said David Hicks, Las Cruces Con-
vention Center general manager. “Our first
year went really well. The amount of business
exceeded our expectations.”

Hicks said the convention center beat its
bottom line budget by about $90,000 and
missed its revenue budget by about $25,000
just being open for part of our fiscal year —
December 2010 through June 2011.

“We are already ahead for this fiscal year,
too,” he said.

After 13 months of operation, the conven-
tion center has hosted more than 200 events,
from one-day meetings and holiday parties to
large conventions.

“Our concentration is bringing in those
convention because they contribute to eco-
nomic growth in Las Cruces,” Hicks said.

In the first year, Hicks said some events
were “already bursting at the seams.”

See Center on page B2

ssed since convention center opened

With more than one year of service on the books, the Las Cruces Convention Center
pushes forward in 2012.
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Throughout
the years,
catering
has

become an
elaborate
part of
wedding
receptions.

Allison Gayle
Photography
photo

Weddings

Continued from page B1

wedding industry because people will always
continue to get married,” Blessington said.
“Even in a low economy, people still get mar-
ried. During a good economy, people spend
more money, but it’s still a big celebration on
that one special day. It’s one moment to re-
member forever.”

Blessington said weddings today also in-
volve a budget with a lot more detail.

“When people are creating a budget, they
think of the main things, such as catering,
but it has become so much more than that,”
she said. “Now, it’s the cost per plate based on
the caterer, catering décor, alcohol, servers,
stocking a bar, the time frame the space can be
rented and how long the waiters can work. And
that is just one portion.”

Cynthia Morales, business manager of San-
ta Fe Grill Catering Co., said the average price
people are paying for a wedding reception meal
in Las Cruces is about $13.95 per plate.

“That could include a brisket, beef or chick-
en milanesa with sides such as potatoes, gar-
lic pecan rice, calabacitas and corn, salad and
rolls,” she said.

Morales said 2012 has gotten off to a quiet
start, however, many people tend to book their
caterings a little late.

“We are ready and available to cater to
them, even at the last minute,” she said. “Busi-
ness is growing because a lot of people find
they can save money by going through a ca-
terer. Plus, when it comes down to it, they are
so busy on the wedding day, and there is chaos
everywhere. I think people are realizing it can
be more stressful and out-of-control. It’s best
to let a caterer handle all that stress because we
know what we are doing and how to make it
run smoothly.

“I think people are learning and accepting
the concept of letting an event being catered,
even though the Hispanic community has his-
torically done otherwise.”

Las Cruces Bulletin

Recently, Morales said she has seen an in-
creased demand in extra desserts.

“We are getting requests for chocolate-
dipped strawberries and New York cheesecake,”
she said. “They are still doing a wedding cake,
however, adding more desserts has become a
trend.”

Stephanie Baumann, owner of Let Them
Eat Cake, said 60 to 70 percent of her busi-
ness is wedding cakes, but that number has
decreased over the last two or three years as
more people get specialty cakes for birthdays
and other events.

Like Limas, Baumann attributes growth in
the industry to reality television.

“All of the cake shows on television give
people ideas for cakes,” she said. “(The pro-
grams) show them that there’s a lot of creativ-
ity that can go into them; they don’t all have to
be tiered white cakes.”

Pricing for a wedding cake can vary, de-
pending on the number of people it serves and
the type of decoration it has, but Baumann
said it’s around $7 per serving.

According to Blessington, an average wed-
ding in Las Cruces costs about $15,000, “that
is including the dress and up,” she said. “That
budget is a lot more realistic than people
think.”

The average size of a wedding, according
to Blessington, is anywhere from 100 to 150
people, however, she said Las Cruces weddings
tend to be closer to 300 people.

“A large wedding is a cultural thing,” she
said. “Everywhere is a little different. Typically,
a wedding in New Mexico is a cultural event.”

With an average budget and larger-than-
average guest list, Blessington said wedding
planners have to be resourceful.

“In an ideal scenario, the bride and groom
should be able to hire a planner, and for the
money they pay, save money in the long run
because of their relationships with vendors,”
she said. “The planner should have a relation-
ship to get a better deal, it’s like a travel agent,
saving money as a whole and getting an added
service.”

eNCOMPASSIng
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Center

Continued from page B1

“The space was originally designed to be
85,000 square feet, but because of budget-
ing, the center is only 55,000 square feet,”
he said. “Space was cut out and that created
a dilemma. Sometimes, it’s great to see a
packed room, and there are always things we
can do to add more chairs, but more space is
needed for the future.”

In 2012, Hicks said his staff is focusing
on finding new customers and providing
exceptional customer service.

“We will see a lot of repeat events in
2012,” Hicks said. “Mission of Mercy will be
a large event for 2012, and so will the New
Mexico Municipal League and New Mexico

Friday, January 27, 2012

Library Association.

“Some of these organizations would not
consider holding their event in Las Cruces if
it weren’t for the convention center because
it provides a space large enough to have ev-
eryone in one place.”

Hicks said the convention center also
hopes to strengthen partnerships in 2012
with businesses and New Mexico State
University.

“We have an internship program and
have had six interns come through here,”
Hicks said. “Three people of our manage-
ment team are also NMSU graduates.

“We see a lot in this business, but obvi-
ously we will never see everything. Each
event makes us better to foresee challenges
down the road.”

Stacking up a strong team

Investors can learn much from Super Bowl teams

It's Super Bowl time again. And whether
you’re a sports fan or not, you can probably
learn something from the Super Bowl teams
that you can apply to other endeavors — such
as investing.

What might these lessons be? Take a look:

Pick players carefully. Super Bowl teams
don’t usually get there out of luck; they’ve
made it in part because they have carefully
chosen their players. And to potentially achieve
success as an investor, you, too, need carefully
chosen “players” — investments that are chosen
for your individual situation.

Choose a diversified mix of players. Not
only do Super Bowl teams have good players,
but they have good ones at many different po-
sitions — and these players
tend to play well together.
As an investor, you should
own a variety of invest-
ments with different ca-
pabilities — such as stocks
for growth and bonds for
income — and your various
investments should com-
plement, rather than du-
plicate one another. Strive
to build a diversified port-
folio containing invest-
ments appropriate for you
situation, such as stocks,
bonds, government securi-
ties, certificates of deposit
(CDs) and other vehicles.
Diversifying your hold-
ings may help reduce the
effects of market volatility.
(Keep in mind, though, that diversification, by
itself, can’t guarantee a profit or protect against
loss.)

Follow a “game plan.” Super Bowl teams
are skilled at creating game plans designed to
maximize their own strengths and exploit their
opponents’ weaknesses. When you invest, you
also can benefit from a game plan — a strategy
to help you work toward your goals. This strat-
egy may incorporate several elements, such as
taking full advantage of your individual retire-
ment account (IRA) and your 401(k) or other
employer-sponsored retirement plan, pursu-
ing new investment opportunities as they arise
and reviewing your portfolio regularly to make
sure it’s still appropriate for your needs.

When you
invest, you also
can benefit from
a game plan — a
strategy to help
you work toward

your goals.

Stay dedicated to your goals. Virtually all
Super Bowl teams have had to overcome obsta-
cles, such as injuries, bad weather and a tough
schedule. But through persistence and a con-
stant devotion to their ultimate goal, they perse-
vere. As an investor, you'll face some challenges,
too, such as political and economic turmoil that
can upset the financial markets. But if you own
a diversified mix of quality investments and fol-
low a long-term strategy that’s tailored to your
objectives, time horizon and risk tolerance, you
can keep moving forward, despite the “bumps
in the road” that all investors face.

Get good coaching. Super Bowl teams
typicallyarewell-coached,withdisciplinedhead
coaches and innovative offensive and defensive
coordinators. When
youre trying to achieve
many financial goals —
such as a comfortable
retirement, control over
your investment taxes
and a legacy to leave to
your family — you, too,
can benefit from strong
“coaching” As your “head
coach,” you might choose
a financial professional
— someone who can
help you identify your
goals and recommend an
appropriate  investment
strategy to help you work
toward them. And your
financial professional can
coordinate activities with
your other “coaches,” such
as your tax and legal advisors.

Unless you're a professional football player,
you won’t ever experience what it’s like to play
in the Super Bowl. However, achieving your fi-
nancial goals can be a fairly big event in your
life — and to help work toward that point, you
can take a few tips from the teams that have
made it to the Big Game.

This article was written by Edward Jones brought
to you by local financial advisor Patrick Grooms. For
more information, contact Grooms at 532-2012 or
patrick.grooms@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its
employees and financial advisors do not provide tax
or legal advice. You should consult with a qualified
tax or legal specialist for professional advice on your
specific situation.
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Building Las Cruces

Las Cruces Bulletin
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Samantha Roberts
After a groundbreaking in July 2010, construction on the New Mexico State University Center for
the Arts has progressed to stages of framing and the building is beginning to take shape. The
building is designed to house a performance space with 466 seats and a 74-foot-high fly tower.

Recent projects featured in Building Las Cruces
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Adventure Travel Alrfare Watch

Z‘a"a:iSh Building Address Contact
Jan. 20 | The Children’s Garden 650 S. Valley Drive 644-8017
Jan. 13 | Police headquarters 4055 Sonoma Ranch Blvd. | 528-3043
Jan. 6 Giant gas station 1685 E. University Ave. www.giant.com
Dec. 30 | Road construction Valley Drive 528-3125
Dec. 23 | Donha Ana Community College 2800 Sonoma Ranch Blvd. | 528-7250

m

post offices were in
operation in 1789

$7,510

was the total operating
revenue of the post offices
in 1789

4,005,408,000
pieces of mail were handled
by 62,401 post offices in
1890

213,137,700,000
pieces of mail were handled
by 27,318 post offices in
2006

$71,684,000,000

was the total operating
expenses of the post offices
in 2006

Source: United State Postal Service

Monday, Jan. 23

Average retail gasoline prices in New Mexico have risen 0.2
cents per gallon in the past week, averaging $3.02 per gallon. This
compares with the national average that has increased 0.6 cents
per gallon in the last week to $3.34 per gallon.

Including the change in gas prices in New Mexico during the past
week, prices Monday, Jan. 23, were 5.7 cents per gallon higher
than the same day one year ago and are 13.8 cents per gallon
higher than a month ago. The national average has increased
11.8 cents during the last month and stands 25.3 cents per gallon
higher than one year ago.

1. Dylan’s 1900 N. Main St. $2.88
2. Bradley’s 920 El Paseo Road $2.93
3. Bradley'’s 1260 El Paseo Road $2.93
4. Murphy Express 1290 S. Valley Drive $2.95
5. Valero 1305 El Paseo Road $2.98

Source: www.newmexicogasprices.com

INTERNATIONAL VAT FxRet CARRIER
AIRPORT

Albuquerque $106.70 Southwest Airlines
Atlanta $229.40 United Airlines
Austin $98.90 United Airlines
Chicago $179.40 US Airways
Dallas/Fort Worth $124.70 American Airlines
Houston $128.40 US Airways
Las Vegas $149.40 US Airways
Los Angeles $123.70 American Airlines
Phoenix $69.70 US Airways
San Antonio $78.90 United Airlines
New York City $180.40 American Airlines
Washington DC $175.40 American Airlines
San Diego $100.40 United Airlines
London $713.30 US Airways
Paris $772.30 US Airways
Rome $884.30 American Airlines

Source: Adventure Travel *Prices effective through Jan. 31 *Restrictions apply

Money

Comparing the
U.S. dollar

Euro
$1.286 in U.S. dollars
0.7776 per U.S. dollar

Mexican Peso
$0.74739 in U.S. dollars
13.37972 per U.S. dollar

Japanese Yen
$0.012998 in U.S. dollars
76.92398 per U.S. dollar

Source: www.msn.com

Market Snapshot

For the week of Jan. 16-20, the market reports:

Index Started Ended Change % Change % YTD
DJIA 12422.06 12720.48 298.42 2.4 4.1
Nasdaq 2710.67 2786.7 76.03 2.8 7.0

Strong: Computer hardware, motorcycle manufacturers, airlines,
life science tools and services

Weak: Electronic manufacturing services, office electronics,
commercial printing, industrial gases, coal and consumable fuels,
oil and gas refining and marketing

Source: http:/lbriefing.com

Promotion? Award Recipient? New Certification? New Hires?
We want to publish your company’s
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Hispano chamber elects

new board chair for 2012
Silva to lead Hispano Chamber de Las Cruces

Jeffrey Silva, market president
for Bank’34, has been elected board
chair of the Hispano Chamber of
Commerce de Las Cruces.

Silva has been involved with the
chamber since 2010 and previously
served as event chair for the organi-
zation of the Hispano annual ban-
quet and golf tournament.

Silva’s involvement in local com-
munity events include Look Who’s
Dancing!, chair of the annual Team
Zane Celebrity Waiter for the March of Dimes,
board chair of the March of Dimes of South-
ern New Mexico, board member of the Mesilla
Valley Economic Development Alliance and
a member of the Finance Committee for Big

Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest-
ern New Mexico.

Silva said he is thankful for
the opportunity to help the local
business community in Dofa Ana
County and beyond to succeed and
prosper. With the current board
and newly elected board members,
he feels that the future looks
prosperous.

The newly elected board chair
plans for the Hispano chamber
to be very objective and fair to all parties in-
volved and to help businesses and the com-
munity thrive in a challenging economic
time.

For more information, call Silva at 556-2272.

Las Cruces Green Chamber
makes leadership changes

Executive Director Elisa Cundiff steps down

Elisa Cundiff, executive director
of the Las Cruces Green Chamber of
Commerce, will move on to a new
position and opportunity with En-
ergy Concepts Corp.

Cundiff has been with the Las Cru-
ces chapter since its inception and has
provided steady, forward-thinking
leadership through its start-up phase.

With the guidance of the LCGCC
board, she has launched great initia-
tives such as the Think Local guide
for Las Cruces, hosted the first statewide Re-
newable and Clean Technology conference and
delivered outstanding service to the fast grow-
ing Las Cruces membership.

Her last full day will be Friday, Jan. 27, but
she has agreed to assist the chamber on a part-
time basis while the chamber works to fill her

_| P offices of Kenneth G. Egan

CUNDIFF

position.

The Las Cruces Chapter Board
of Directors and New Mexico Green
Chamber of Commerce CEO Allan
Oliver will begin the search for a
new executive director to take up
the reins in Las Cruces.

“We believe the ideal candidate
will have a college degree and three
to five years of work experience in
the areas of fundraising, manage-
ment or advocacy,” Oliver said.
“The position requires flexibility and a com-
mitment to sustainable business practices as
well as member service-delivery. The salary
will be commensurate with experience.”

Interested candidates are asked to submit
their résumés to info@nmgreenchamber.com

by Jan. 27.

NMOTORCGYCLE
ACCIDENTS

20 Years Experience
Trial Work

Free Consultation

575-523-2222
1111 E. Lohman

(Next to Pep Boys)

Visit us at
.eganlawoffices.com

Friday, January 27, 2012

Ribbon cutting
el

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Samantha Roberts

On Tuesday, Jan. 17, a ribbon cutting was held to celebrate the opening of the
Saratoga Room, a room for the community owned by Vince Vacarro, owner of
Lorenzo’s Italian Restaurant on University Avenue.

NM tourism department
awards contract
to Vendor Inc.

The New Mexico Tourism Department an-
nounced that the contract to develop an ad-
vertising campaign to attract visitors to the
state and boost our local economy has been
awarded to Vendor Inc.

Vendor Inc. was selected through a com-
petitive request for proposals process. The
seven-member committee evaluated 20 pro-
posals, narrowing it to six finalists. Vendor
Inc. received the top cumulative score across
a range of attributes from creativity to value.
They had the lowest retainer fee of any of the
finalists, allowing the department to maximize
the number of ads placed.

The contract total is $2 million, the major-
ity of which will be used to purchase advertis-
ing. Under the terms of the State Purchasing
Act, the contract is for one year, but it can be
extended for up to three additional years.

The advertising campaign will position
New Mexico as a “sight-doing” state where
adventures are authentic and about discovery
and connection. It will launch in mid-April.

Leadership Las
Cruces applications
due Friday, Feb. 3

Leadership Las Cruces is accepting applica-
tions for the 2012 program. Applications for
the 2012 class must be received by 5 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 3, at the Greater Las Cruces Chamber
of Commerce office, 760 W. Picacho Ave.

Leadership Las Cruces, sponsored by Me-
morial Medical Center, is comprised of nine
day-long training sessions held once a month
from March through November.

Candidates for the Leadership Las Cruces
program are selected from professional, edu-
cational, governmental, nonprofit and busi-
ness sectors within the Las Cruces and Dofia
Ana County area. The class size for each year is
limited to 28 participants.

Classes are generally held from 7:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. on the third Friday of each month.

Tuition for the class is $900 and includes all
materials, meals and travel. Three $600 schol-
arships are available to applicants from chari-
table nonprofit organizations and local small
businesses.

For more information, call Joel Courtney at
524-1968 or email jcourtney@lascruces.org.

Women's center inducts
new board members

The Women’s Intercultural Center (WIC) is
proud to induct five new board members.

“The staff and current board of WIC are
happy to welcome its new board members.
WIC is working hard to continue advancing
its mission of providing a place for women to
learn and work together to develop their social,
spiritual, economic and political potential. By
engaging new leaders, we can continue devel-
oping and providing the tools and resources
that help women thrive and help them become
economically self-sufficient and self-reliant.
When women are educated and empowered
their families and communities reap the bene-
fits,” said Mary Carter, WIC executive director.

Afiac

Interested? Call me.

lucas_herndon@aflac.com
Lucas Herndon is an independent associate representing Aflac.

Lucas E. Herndon
575-496-6645

Employee benefits at no costitoithelbusiness!

Email briefs
Organizations and
businesses are
encouraged to send
news of employee
promotions,
hirings, awards
and distinctions

to business@
lascrucesbulletin.
com.
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Local survey organizes
drug-prevention groups

Teen screen helps coalition understand
youth alcohol, drug substance abuse

backlog of Teen Screen data after she helped
her daughter complete the screen at the MMC
Adolescent Clinic.

“Being a public health epidemiologist I
was thoroughly impressed with the screening
tool,” Flores said. “The Teen Screen is a rich
source of annual information on DAC’s ado-
lescent social milieu and
its relationship to teens’
physical and emotional
well-being. Teen Screen
data is poised to show
how adolescent health
risk behaviors, such as
substance abuse, are
distributed throughout
DAC”

Teen Screen was
originally developed in
2001 by the New Mexico
Office of School and
Adolescent Health for
use in the SBHC. Each
reporting period reflects
data from the same four school based health
centers: Ofiate High School, Las Cruces High
School, Gadsden High School and Chaparral
High School.

“I was surprised, but not shocked, about
a few of the results,” Flores said

about the data from the 2007-

08, 2008-09 and 2009-10
academic year assessments.
“There were greater percent-
ages of DAC teen SBHC
users than expected that
reported they use tobacco,
drink alcohol or do illegal

drugs at ages 15 and 18.

In addition, 91 percent
of DAC SBHC teen clients

Courtesy of the Community Foundation of
Southern New Mexico

A three-year assessment of tobacco,
alcohol and drug use among Dofia Ana
County (DAC) teens is helping the Unified
Prevention! (UP!) Coalition for a Drug Free
Dona Ana County better
understand teens and
substance use and abuse.

Teen Screen is ad-
ministered by the School
Based Health Centers
(SBHC) in DAC as a self-
reported screening tool.
Teens identify reasons for
their school health center
visit and answer 88
questions about personal
health risk behaviors,
including substance
abuse, attitudes and
beliefs about the use of
substances.

Having the Teen Screen tool available
during the SBHC visits opens up discus-
sions between the teen and health provider,
and facilitates assessment of the teen’s risk
for behavioral health and medical problems.
Data from the screening also helps organiza-
tions like UP!, an initiative of the Commu-
nity Foundation of Southern New Mexico " 4
(CFSNM). In addition, the LR
CFSNM sponsors four of the
SBHC in DAC both fiscally
and programmatically.

Janet Flores, public health
Region 5 epidemiologist for
the New Mexico Department
of Health, worked with Dr.
Linda Summers to analyze a

The Teen
Screen is a rich
course of annual
information on
DAC’s adolescent
social milieu ...

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

Of Southern New Mexico

NATIONAL
STANDARDS™
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Sapphire from the sky

By 2014, Sapphire Energy’s integrated algal bio-refinery
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near Columbus, N.M.,

will be able to produce 100 barrels of oil per day, or 1 million gallons of fuel

per year.

rated teen use of crack/cocaine as moderately

to greatly harmful to teens, 84 percent rated
teen tobacco use harmful, 81 percent rated
teen binge-drinking harmful, while only 77

percent rated teen marijuana use as harmful.

Among DAC SBHC teen clients who
reported using tobacco, alcohol or drugs,
12 percent used them in the past week, 21
percent used in the past 30 days, 33 percent
used in the past six months and 39 percent
used within the past year. The most frequent
currently used substances reported by DAC
SBHC teen clients included alcohol (25
percent), marijuana (18 percent), ecstasy (1
percent) and tobacco (1 percent).

Flores did say there were results that
showed an increase in education or preven-
tion. The majority of DAC teens surveyed
with Teen Screens (51 percent) reported no
tobacco, alcohol or drug use.

The Community Foundation of Southern New
Mexico is dedicated to helping the southern New
Mexico community now, and in the future. Founded
in 2000, the Community Foundation offers opportu-
nities for local people who want to give back locally.
The beauty of the foundation is that you need not
be wealthy to make a positive difference in the lives
of people throughout our area. Through the estab-
lishment of permanent funds you can sustain local
charitable organizations, provide scholarships to
area students and fulfill wishes that are close to your
heart. Through our planned giving programs, you
can honor loved ones or leave a legacy that benefits
the people of southern New Mexico for generations
to come. The Community Foundation of Southern
New Mexico can advise you on how best to maxi-
mize contributions, no matter what size. For more
information see our website at www.cfsnm.org or call
Luan Wagner Burn at 521-4794. To donate, mail
your check to CFSNM, 301 S. Church St., Suite H,
Las Cruces, NM 88001.

AN AR e
MENTE TORRES
ATTORNEYS
serious Injury? Get Serious Help!

/4 IXperience
serving the injured
and their families
In personal injury &
“U wrongful death cases.

ANGel L. Saenz ® Denise M. Torres
Putring Clients First For Over 70 Years
3%%S. Campo St. ® 526-3%%% ® www.persONAl-iNjury-Nm.com
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Don’t rule out
401(k) plans for

to $5,500 if you're 50 or older.

is right for you and your business.

your small business

401(k) plans aren’t just for large corporations. If you are your business’ sole

employee — or if it employs only you, your co-owners and spouses — you can
take advantage of an Owner-Only 401(k) plan. Get higher contribution limits
than SIMPLE or SEP IRAs in addition to annual catch-up contributions of up

Call today to find out if an Owner-Only 401(k) plan

Together we’ll go far

Financial Advisor

505 S Main St,Ste 126
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-523-2551

T Michael Henderson, MBA

tmichael.henderson@wellsfargoadvisors.com

| Investment and Insurance Products: » NOT FDIC Insured  » NO Bank Guarantee » MAY Lose Value |

Fargo & Company.

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells

©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved. 1110-0259 [74026-v2] A1145
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A poorly thought

out dust ordinance
Whether for health or to

control erosion, regulation
would burden construction

Chris Erickson
= State of the Economy

Living in the desert means having to deal with dust.
And as you look across the west, a number of loca-
tions are non-attainment for particulate matter less than

10 microns in diameter (PM-10) or dust. Las Cruces is
not one of these locations, yet the Las Cruces City Coun-
cil is considering adopting an anti-dust ordinance that
would negatively impact construction at a time when the
construction industry is facing economic difficulties.

A little background: The Environmental Protection
Agency regulates several ambient air pollutants consid-
ered to be threats to health, and among these is PM-10.

PM-10 is dust. Areas not in compliance with air
standards are subject to additional regulation from the
EPA, including restrictions on businesses expansion, and
must come up with a plan for achieving compliance.
The southern part of
Dona Ana County is
non-attainment, for
example, at least in part
due to fugitive dust
from Judarez.

Long-term exposure
to high concentra-
tion of PM-10 can
adversely affect health,
contributing to asthma,
respiratory illness,
cardiovascular issues
and premature death,
The ambient air quality
standards set by the
EPA are science-based,
being set at a level
meant to ensure human
health. So being in attainment means that dust levels in
Las Cruces are generally not dangerous.

Of course, dust levels can be very local. Knowing
that Las Cruces is attainment for PM-10 doesn’t help
you much when out walking and a passing car kicks up
a rooster tail. Regulating specific sources of PM-10 can
make sense even if the city is generally in compliance if
local conditions warrant.

But the first step in such regulation is identifying
major sources. Such a study hasn’t been done, but would
most likely identify agriculture, automobiles and un-
paved roads as major. Construction would likely also be
on the list, but not at the top.

The dust ordinance being considered by City Coun-
cil aims at controlling wind erosion so as to reduce the
health effects from PM-10, and to limit property damage
from blowing wind. The ordinance applies to any activ-
ity, equipment, operation or practice capable of generat-
ing fugitive dust or windblown particulate matter. The
ordinance exempts agriculture and utilities, meaning that
the primary impact will be construction.

This makes no sense in a time of record-low residen-
tial construction and unemployment. Construction is an
industry that hires less skilled, primarily male workers,
precisely the workers most affect by the recent recession.
Exactly when we should be encouraging expansion of
construction so as to put the unemployed back to work,
the City Council is imposing costs on this industry that
will hamper the industries recovery.

In normal times, a dust ordinance might make sense,
although only after a source inventory, but given the
current economic conditions, further regulation of the
construction industry is not in the public interest.

... further
regulation of
the constrution
industry is not
in the public

interest.

Christopher A. Erickson, Ph.D., is an associate professor of
economics at New Mexico State University. He is the co-author of a
book on air quality on the U.S.-Mexico border. The views expressed
here may not be shared by the regents or administration of NMSU.
Erickson can be reached at chrerick@nimsu.edu.
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Five tips to improve your score

Keeping track of your credit can save you big bucks

\
Real Estate 0

\ ;
% 4

According to Consumer Federation
of America, “most consumers still do not
know basic facts about credit scores and
their financial significance.”

The point was driven home recently
when a poll taken by Opinion Research
Corp. revealed that only 47 percent of the
consumers polled considered their own
knowledge of credit scores to be good
or excellent. The remaining 53 percent
considered their knowledge of the subject
to be fair or poor.

That means more than half of consum-
ers lack sufficient knowledge about their
credit scores to understand the impact
they have on the cost of borrowing money,
obtaining insurance, applying for employ-
ment and renting a home or apartment.

People and companies that extend
credit assume you’re going to pay or re-
pay them in the same manner you’re pay-
ing (or have paid) your other creditors.
The level of risk you present is expressed
by your credit score. Credit scores are also
commonly referred to as FICO scores.
FICO is an acronym for Fair Issac & Co.,
the folks who own the scoring software.

Credit scores can range from 300 to
850, with many plateaus in between. The
lower your score, the greater the risk you
pose to the creditor and the more you’ll
pay to borrow, insure or rent.

The three major credit bureaus — Ex-
perian, Equifax and TransUnion — derive
your score by rating five individual aspects
of your credit history. First up is your pay-
ment history, or how well you've paid your
obligations in the past. Whether or not
you pay in a timely manner makes up the
largest portion of your score, accounting
for 35 percent of your total.

Gary Sandler’s 'L—Z =

Connection

The next largest portion of your score,
30 percent, is based on how much you
owe. It’s better to owe $5,000 on a card
with a $10,000 limit than to owe $3,000
on a card with a $4,000 limit. Ideally,
your balances should not exceed about 35
percent of your total available credit.

The third component of your score
is based on the length of your credit
history and is responsible for 15 percent
of your total. Has anyone ever suggested
that you close your old accounts? Don’t
do it. Doing so will shorten the length of
your credit history, as will opening new
accounts, which brings down the average
age of your history.

No. 4 on the list of the five compo-
nents is calculated based on new credit
obtained and is responsible for 10 percent
of your overall score. Have you opened
quite a few accounts lately? If so, this por-
tion of your score might only generate
about 10 percent of the total potential it
could have added to your score.

The final 10 percent of your score is
based on the type of credit you're utiliz-
ing. The mix includes mortgages, credit
cards, retail accounts and the like.

A good credit score can indeed save
you money. If your score is 680 or above,
chances are that you'll be charged a
relatively low interest rate. If your score
is above 760, you can expect to be offered
the lowest rate available at any given time.
The median credit score in the U.S. is 723.

Just the opposite is true if your score
is in the low 600s. The line in the sand is
actually drawn at the 620 mark. Below
that, you'll have to shop for your credit
in the subprime department. If you can
keep your score above 620, however, you
should be able to borrow at “normal”
rates for most any type of purchase.

According to the folks at www.myfico.
com, there are five easy ways to improve
your credit score.

+ Pay your bills on time. An average
credit score of 707 can be raised by as
much as 20 points by paying all bills
on time for one month.

+  Keep your balance at or below 30
percent of maximum available credit.
Maxing out your cards can lower your
score by as much as 70 points.

+  Don’t open new accounts you don’t
need. Opening new accounts can
lower your average account age, low-
ering your score by up to 10 points.

+  Manage your debt. Keeping your debt
and number of creditors in the “sweet
spot” will raise your score. Someone
who has no credit cards can be a
higher risk that someone who has
managed their cards responsibly.

+  Don’t close old accounts. If you close
an account, it will still show up on
your report and may be factored into
your score. Closing old accounts will
shorten your credit history.

Everyone in the U.S. is entitled to a
free annual look into their credit files at
each of the three credit bureaus. Access
can be gained by logging on to www.
annualcreditreport.com. You can request
your reports by writing to Annual
Credit Report Request Service at P.O. Box
105283, Atlanta, VA 30348-5283.

With a little due diligence and an im-
proved credit score, there’s a good chance
that I'll ...

See you at closing!

Gary Sandler is the president of Gary
Sandler Inc., Realtors in Las Cruces and the
host of Gary Sandler’s Real Estate Connection,
which broadcasts from 4 to 6 p.m. each Monday
on KSNM-AM 570. Sandler is the 2007 and
2010 recipient of the New Mexico Broadcaster’s
Associations Talk Show Host of the Year award.
Questions or comments may be directed to
Sandler at 525-2400 or by emailing gary@
garysandler.com.

Taking emotion out of the equation
Patience is key to commercial real estate success

Jim Spence
Business Matters

Some of my best friends are real
estate investors.

My wife and I are real estate inves-
tors. We own commercial property
(our office building) and a residential
property (our home).

Before we decided to make an
investment in our commercial build-
ing, we spoke at length with some
of the smartest real estate people we
knew. Knowing we were going to be
in business for the foreseeable future,
we thought it might make sense to
invest in a commercial building with
plenty of room for other tenants. We
were commercial real estate novices, so
we listened carefully as the real estate
experts we consulted with shared some
common themes in the advice they
gave us:

1. Make sure the building was in a
prominent location.

2. Make sure durable, high-quality
building materials were used.

3. Make sure a reputable building

contractor managed the

construction.

4. Make sure to have patience and
to only lease space to high-caliber
tenants.

5. Make sure to have a generous
maintenance allowance each year.

6. Never put our property up for
sale because of fear of a real estate
downturn.

7. Assume that we would occasionally
receive unsolicited inquiries to sell
our property for more than what
we think it might be worth, and
ignore them.

8. Don’t react when others liquidated
their properties at fire sale prices
even though their actions would
temporarily drive down the ap-
praised value of our property.

9. Know that if we followed the first
eight rules we would have a very
successful investment result over a
long period of time.

Decade after decade this list of do’s
and don’ts has been a winning ap-
proach for real estate holders.

We find it ironic that a patient,
rational, quality-oriented approach is
so difficult for many seasoned and suc-
cessful real estate investors to apply to

shares of great publicly traded business
enterprises.

Many of the same emotion-based,
decision-making traps present them-
selves in the real estate market and the
stock market. So often the successful
real estate investor will remain patient
with his or her real estate holdings and
completely lose patience and a sound
business-oriented perspective towards
stocks. Otherwise rational people will
often treat shares of great businesses
like they are casino chips instead of
shares of ownership in exceptional
companies with outstanding future
prospects.

An intelligent business-like ap-
proach to investments in the shares
of outstanding companies is not any
different than an intelligent business-
like approach to holding good real
estate. A complete emphasis on quality
characteristics, emotional detachment
from market swings, and a very deep
commitment to patience are the keys.

Jim Spence is the portfolio manager at
Spence Asset Management Inc., a federally
registered investment advisory firm in Las
Cruces. He has been involved in the invest-
ment business since 1983.
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Farmers struggled in 2011

Poor conditions, severe drought led to lower yields

By Marvin Tessneer

Las Cruces Bulletin

Mesilla Valley farmers showed they can adjust to poor
weather conditions during 2011 when they had to deal with
a lower-than-normal surface water supply and rain and snow
that threw pecan harvest off schedule.

The runoff was so low the Elephant Butte Irrigation District
could only allocate 4 acre-inches of water and one irrigation,
compared with the normal quota of 3 acre-feet and about eight
or 10 irrigations. Earlier this month, the storage at Elephant
Butte Reservoir was 298,400 acre-feet, 10 percent of normal.

That didn’t leave farmers with many options, was the way
EBID manager Gary Esslinger described the season.

“The farmers showed that they are progressive, that they are
suited to deal with changes of climate,” he said. “They were able
to make out with the water they had. But if they had wells, they
were in better shape than the ones who didn’t.”

Pecan growers usually start harvest around Thanksgiv-
ing, after the first penetrating freeze that dries and loosens the
husks, but rain and snowfall prevented growers from moving
their harvesting equipment into the orchards. A tractor with a
boom grips and shakes the tree to shake the pecans loose, and
a sweeper follows to pick up the nuts and debris. However, the
growers need a dry and hard orchard floor to move the equip-
ment into the orchards.

Greg Salopek of New Mexico Pecan Co. south of Mesilla said
he resumed harvest, but figures he is only 20 to 25 percent of
where his harvest should be.

Because of the shortage of river water, his pecan quality is
uneven.

“We were only allotted one irrigation of river water, and that
is the only time that has ever happened with the EBID,” Salopek
said. “The quality of pecans on trees that we could irrigate is
fantastic, but with the trees with little irrigation, the quality is
poor. The yields have been 57 to 60 percent of normal.”

Statewide, the estimated in-shell production is 50 million
pounds. But the pecans are smaller and the quality varies, ac-
cording to Phil Arnold, a San Saba Pecans broker.

“When you take the problems growers had to deal with last
year — the early freeze, the hot dry weather and shortage of ir-
rigation — it adds up to lower quality and yields,” Arnold said.

“When you talk to growers, it appears to have had an effect on
quality and tonnage.”
Farmers are still picking cotton, and Mesa Farmers Co-op

Gin near Vado is hauling in field-packed modules. With the sur-
face water shortage many farmers planted more cotton and re-
duced chile planting because chile is a heavy water consumer.

As of last week, the co-op turned out 43,780 bales, 37,278
upland and 6,592 pima, compared with more than 36,000 bales
last year, the gin office reported.

A cool and windy spring also decreased chile production,
New Mexico State University Extension vegetable specialist
Stephanie Walker said.

‘A cool spring slowed down the establishment of
seedlings, the wind beat down the emerging seedlings and the
combination put the harvest behind,” she said. “It could have

Business | B7

been an exceptionally good harvest, but now, the yields look
about average.”

The Office of the State Engineer is looking ahead to the pos-
sibility of another short 2012 irrigation season. Recently ap-
pointed New Mexico State Engineer Scott Verhines and office
issued this statement:

“New Mexico State Engineer Scott Verhines and staff strive
to effectively manage a challenging water supply using all avail-
able resources during difficult drought conditions. For ex-
ample, in order to facilitate the optimal amount of snowmelt
runoff reaching Elephant Butte Reservoir, the agency is making
a significant investment this winter to clear out sediment in the
Elephant Butte Pilot Channel. This work provides more water
to the reservoir, which means more water for farmers down-
stream. We are also working to address water resource demands
on the Lower Rio Grande. Our Las Cruces office is working to
help water rights owners whose wells need to be replaced to
receive authorization to do so.”

Heart o ey L5 @M

Do you know a woman who is living a
heart healthier life? Tell us her story.

MountainView Regional Medical
Center’s Healthy Woman program
would like to feature her during our
firgt “Heart of my Life” Ball on
February 25, 2012. If chosen, your
nominee will be able to dress up and
participate in the The Heart of My Life
Fashion Show, sponsored by Emerald
Isle Boutique. Ten finalists will be
chosen to strut their stuff while their
stories of courageous transformation
are told. The woman with the most
inspiring story will be awarded a
special prize package. All nominees
will be entered into a drawing for a
beautiful outfit from the Emerald Isle
Boutique.

for women |
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It’s easy, just complete the nomination form (below), write a short legible description of
her life change and return them along with a color photo to Audrey Hartley, Healthy
Woman Coordinator, MountainView Regional Medical Center, 4311 East Lohman Ave,
Las Cruces, NM 88011 or email: audrey.hardman-hartley(@mountainviewregional.com
by Friday February 3.

Please limit your nominations to women who have experienced heart disease, or reduced their risk of heart disease,
because of heart healthy changes they have made (200 words or less).

MOUNTAIN VIEW

REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Nominator’s Name:

s A

oy
HEALTHY ™ WOMAN"

A MOUNTAINVIEW REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER RESOURCE

HEART OF MY LIFE NOMINATION FORM 2012

Phone

Nominee:

Age:

Address:

Email:

Telephone:

Age: Dress Size:
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DLCP looks for ideas to encourage Downtown growth

LC Main Street events
promote DLCP mission,
help local businesses

Carrie LaTour
Executive director,
Downtown Las
Cruces Partnership

The mission of the Downtown Las Cruces
Partnership (DLCP) is to create a signature
business destination that celebrates our rich
cultural heritage, local arts and culture and
contribute to a thriving, sustainable and eco-
nomically vibrant Downtown.

We are a nonprofit organization, and our
ability to help create a vibrant Downtown
is largely made possible by the contribution
of individuals and businesses that support
our mission through memberships and
sponsorships.

During the past six months, we have
undertaken an aggressive membership cam-
paign. The contributions that we receive are
used for Downtown revitalization projects,
such as the Fagade Squad, which helps busi-
nesses beautify their business fagade, or the
La Placita project, a beautiful tile mosaic
completed this year. Donations also help us
to promote Downtown economic develop-
ment through networking with the Las Cruces
business community and by promoting
downtown businesses to the Las Cruces com-
munity. Lastly, contributions help sponsor
MainStreet events such as the WinterFest and
SalsaFest!

The following individuals and businesses
have most recently helped to support our mis-
sion with their generous support:

DLCP December and January
memberships:
+ Steve Newby Architects & Associates
+  Calculex
+ Everett & Boetticher
+ Mark Rosen
+  Douglas Campion (Community Enterprise
Center)
+ Main Street Gallery/Big Picture Studios
+ Williams Design Group
+ Sun Tech
+  Christy Chamberlin with Edward Jones
+ Steinborn & Associates Real Estate
Gary Sandler Inc.
+ Freda Flores
Christian Science Reading Room

Sponsorships:
Pic Quick
Bank’34 (December breakfast)

+  Parkhill Smith & Cooper (January
breakfast)

Some of the best
books are used

Books Inc.

317 N. Main
Las Cruces, NM 88001

(575) 524-8471

If you would like to become a member of
the Downtown Las Cruces Partnership or are
interested in sponsoring one of our events, you
can reach us at 525-1955, or stop by 138 S. Wa-
ter St. DLCP is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion, and your contributions are tax deductible.

Business Breakfast Buzz

The first Thursday of every month, DLCP
hosts a Downtown breakfast for businesses
interested in Downtown development. Our
January breakfast was held at the Community
Enterprise Center, 125 N. Main St., and was
sponsored by Parkhill Smith & Cooper. Bagels,
pastries and coffee were provided by Milagro
Coffee y Espresso, and we had quite a turnout.

During the breakfast, DLCP board presi-
dent Hal Henthorne conducted an interactive
session with the attendees, asking them what
they would like to see in a vibrant Downtown.

Here are a few of Downtown business
breakfast attendee suggestions:

Create a sense of identity Downtown
+  Civic Plaza
+  More outdoor cafés

A brew pub

Wine bar
+  Grocery or market
+  More shopping/boutiques
+  More parking

Shops for children, such as ice cream.

The session proved to be very productive,
and we hope to continue to engage the com-
munity on what their picture of downtown
looks like. One theme that the participants
expressed is that downtown needs to be
inclusive. There needs to be a variety of shops
and activities that meet the needs of all Las
Crucens, not just a few.

Downtown history and future

If you have the opportunity to visit the
DLCP offices, you will see photos of what Main
Street in Las Cruces used to look like. It was a
vibrant place, considered the heart of the city.

Some of you may remember the Main
Street of old. Perhaps your family once owned
a business Downtown, or it is where you went
to the show or dined out. Unfortunately, for
some Las Cruces residents, there are no such
memories, because Downtown had already
begun to deteriorate when they were young.

Although we cannot bring back what
Downtown used to be, we can create a new
vision of a special place that triggers the
memories of our longtime residents, while
also creating new ones.

Let us stop going elsewhere to enjoy a
vibrant Downtown. We all have a stake in a
revitalized Main Street; it is something that
will be enjoyed for generations to come.

For more information on how you can
get involved with the Downtown Las Cruces
Partnership, call 525-1955.

CRAFTS MARKET
on MAIN STREET DOWNTOWN

Wednesday & Saturday Mornings
Local Artists - Craftspeople - Farmers

£ Chy o1 Las Cruces m

www.las-cruces.org

February Downtown events and
MainStreet destinations

What
February business breakfast Contact

525-1955
When The event will be hosted at the
7:30 a.m. on the first Thursday of every ~Downtown Las Cruces Partnership
month

What
Where Las Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market
The next breakfast will be held

When

Thursday, Feb. 2, at the newly

expanded La Iguana Restaurant, 139 N. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. every Wednesday

Main St. and Saturday
The following business on Downtown
What Main Street fully or partially
Downtown Art Ramble participate during the Las Cruces
Farmers & Crafts Market:
When e Branigan Cultural Center
5to 7 p.m. on the first Friday of every ¢ Black Box Theatre
month ® Rio Grande Theatre

Main Street Boutique

The Spa Downtown

Las Cruces Museum of Art

La lquana Restaurant

Ono Grindz Hawaiian Restaurant
Zeffiro's Pizzeria Napoletana and the
Popular Artisan Bread Bakery
Main Street Gallery

Blue Gate Gallery

MVS Studios

M. Phillips Fine Art Gallery

The next Downtown Art Ramble will
be held Friday, Feb. 3, at Downtown
galleries and museums

What

Design and Planning Assistance Center
(DPAC) session with University of New
Mexico architecture students

When
Feb. 4-5

e o o o
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El Paso Electric is proud to ASA ARCHITECTS

support Downtown Las Cruces
o “We're Located Downtown, and

We Proudly Support Downtown.”

201 N. Alameda -
575.526.3111

Las Cruces, NM 88004
- asa-architects.com

El Paso Electric
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LC centennial book
represents joint effort

NMSU, LC Bulletin
collaborate on project

Bulletin Staff Report

Elizabeth Titus, dean of the library at New
Mexico State University, termed “Las Cruces: A
Photographic Journey” the “little engine that
could.”

The 228-page book was a project combin-
ing Titus’ library archives staff with the staff of
the Las Cruces Bulletin.

“'m proud of two
groups getting together
and learning from each
other, not just to produce
a book, but something that
hasbrought the community
together,” Titus said. “That’s
the spirit of Las Cruces.”

More than half of the
1,000-plus images in the
full-color coffee table book
came from the NMSU
Library Archives and Special
Collections.

The effort required collabo-
ration between the library staff
and the Bulletin staff to review
and select potential photographs
for the book. Then the library
staff had to digitally scan most the photos. The
book is arranged by decades, celebrating 100
years of New Mexico statehood in Las Cruces
and Dona Ana County. Many of the photos
are more than a century old. Some are very
recent.

“The result is a wonderful book,” said
NMSU President Barbara Couture. “This year
is not only the centennial for New Mexico, but
the sesquicentennial of the Morrill Act, which
opened the door for land grant universities
such as ours. We have this wonderful, histori-
cal resource in the collections at our library. I
see this book fitting in wonderfully with the

mission of the land grant university, in getting
information, education and our state’s history
out in the public.”

David McCollum, Las Cruces Bulletin pub-
lisher, said the idea for the book originated
with a comment from NMSU history profes-
sor Jon Hunner.

“I was at a meeting about four years ago
when Jon Hunner said the centennial was
coming and people should start putting it on
their radar,” McCollum said. “That’s when the
seed for this book was planted. But we didn’t
start looking at it seriously until about a year
ago. The finished product is
incredible. I'm amazed by

at NMSU, as well as the
monumental work done by
the staff at the Bulletin. It
was truly a labor of love and
a great example of private-
public partnership.”
Involved in the proj-
ect from the library were
Laurence S. Creider, pro-
fessor and interim head,
archives and special col-
lections; Dean Wilkey,
reprographics manager;
Charles Stanford, pro-
cessing archivist, ar-
chives and special collec-

tions; Elizabeth Flores, library specialist,
archives and special collections; Leonard Sil-
verman, archives and special collections; Cece-
lia Carrasco, library specialist II, archives and
special collections; Kris Laumbach, archives
student assistant; and Kristina Martinez, de-
velopment officer.

The book, which costs $60, is available at
the Las Cruces Bulletin, 840 N. Telshor Blvd.,
Suite E, as well as the following retail locations:
Ashley Furniture, COAS Books, La Posta de
Mesilla, Mountain View Market Co-op, Stah-
mann’s Country Store, The Game Sports Bar &
Grill, Truck Farm and Wright Jewelers.

For more information, call 524-8061.

HOW TO BUILD A BRAND

Marketing for the Small Business.

Join the Advertising Federation of Las Cruces on Tuesday,
February 14 as national speaker DJ Heckes will demonstrate
how to build a brand to differentiate yourself.

Heckes is the owner of EXHIB-IT! Tradeshow Marketing
Experts in Albuquerque and is also author of Full BRAIN

You will learn:
* Branding through relationship building

* Global brands and correlation to relationship building
e Four step process of how to build a brand
 (Challenges in building a brand

* Measurement of brand success

* 14 ways to create YOUR brand

All attendees will receive a free copy of Full BRAIN Marketing for the Small Business!

Tuesday, February 14 - 11:45 am
Lorenzo’s Ristorante Italiano
1750 Calle Mercado in old Mesilla
$15 for members, $18 for guests
RSVP by Friday, February 10
to 647-4676 or adfedic@gmail.com

THE LAS CRUCES

Bulletin
—

ADVERTISING
FEDERATION
OF LAS CRUCES

the effort of the library staff
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New Mexico State
University library staff
were vital contributors
to the recently published
centennial book, “Las
Cruces: A Photographic
Journey. Library staff
included Dean Wilkey,
reprographics manager;
Charles Stanford,
processing archivist,
archives and special
collections; Elizabeth
Flores, library specialist,
archives and special
collections; dean of the
library Elizabeth Titus;
Cecelia Carrasco, library
specialist Il, archives and
special collections; Laurence
S. Creider, professor and
interim head, archives
and special collections;
Kris Laumbach, archives
student assistant; Leonard
Silverman, archives

and special collections;
and Kristina Martinez,
development officer.

%fi{e City of Las Cruces

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

PUBLIC MEETING

Las Cruces Flood Gontrol Dam
Comprehensive Maintenane Plan

The Las Cruces Dam was built around 1970
and protects approximately two-thirds

of the entire City population (see map to
right). To maintain its critical function and
to incorporate maintenance, vegetation,

and animal management, a Comprehensive
Maintenance Plan for the Las Cruces Dam is
being developed. The Comprehensive Plan
will supplement the current Operation &
Maintenance Plan. The public is encouraged to
attend the first public meeting to learn about
this crucial project and to provide insights
and ideas regarding the development of the
maintenance plan.

Las Cruces Bulletin photos by Richard Coltharp
Las Cruces Bulletin owners David and Jaki McCollum
flank NMSU library dean Elizabeth Titus, who holds a
copy of “Las Cruces: A Photographic Journey.”

The first meeting will be:

Thursday, February 9
9:30-7PM.

City Hall

Council Chamhers
100 N. Main Street

ItS Ilnant

southwest

For additional information or questions,
please contact the Public Works
Department, Engineering Services

Section at 575-528-3171.
CLETY.com cle-1y

www.las-cruces.org
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Mike Jordan:
From recreation to a career

NMSU head coach continues to surpass records

By Samantha Roberts

Las Cruces Bulletin

Growing up, Michael “Mike” Jordan was
good at nearly every sport, except basketball.

“Can you imagine having the name Mi-
chael Jordan and not being good at the sport,”
said Jordan, volleyball coach at New Mexico
State University.

However, Jordan was good at almost ev-
erything else, including football, baseball and
volleyball.

Jordan was born in Illinois and moved to
California his senior year of high school be-
cause of his father’s job with Caterpillar.

“We lived just north of the Golden Gate
Bridge,” Jordan said about his new home. “I
finished high school playing baseball and foot-
ball, and then played baseball at the College of
Marin until I had a shoulder injury.”

Jordan graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in business from the University of Phoenix and
started playing volleyball recreationally.

“It was a social thing,” he said.

Jordan said despite his injury, he was still
able to play on the back row in men’s club
teams.

“I think I knew I always had it in me to
coach,” he said. “I loved sports and people
told me that I was helpful and good at teach-

»

ing.

In 1990, Jordan, along with Chris Lamb and
Carl Ferreira, started the Empire Club.

“In California, there is a need for clubs like
the one we started,” Jordan said. “There are a
lot of athletes.”

Though Jordan said he loved the club, the
part-time work didn’t pay the bills.

“Fortunately, that area has so many solid
college volleyball programs — Stanford, Cal,
Santa Clara — I met a lot of great coaches, and
Dave Rubio became my mentor,” Jordan said.

After coaching at the high school level for
five years, Jordan made the jump to the college
level, working for a division II school, Cam-
eron University in Lawton, Okla.

“It was good experience,” he said about the
season he was there.

The following year, Jordan took an assistant
coaching position at Utah State. He was there
for two seasons and helped improve a program
that, when he arrived in 1996, had finished the
previous season with a 0-30 record. In 1997,
Utah State ended the season 18-15 and received
an invitation to the Big West Tournament for
the first time in school history.

“I was fortunate to have success at Utah
State, and that helped land me the head coach-
ing position at NMSU,” he said. “T feel lucky
to have a successful career path and be around
sports, something I enjoy.”

Since coming to NMSU, Jordan met his

Purchase your piece of New Mexico History.
Pick up a copy of

ha_(ouces.

A PHOTOGRAPHIC
JOURNEY

a New Mexico Centennial Book.

2012
C<PHOTOGRAPHIC
\ JOURNEY

Coas Books

317 N.Main St. & 1101 S.Solano Dr.

La Posta de Mesilla
2410 Calle de San Albino

Mountain View Market Co-op

1300 El Paseo Rd.
Stahmanns
22505 S. Hwy. 28 &
2030 Calle de Parian
Truck Farm
940 N.Valley Dr.
Wright Jewelers
1300 El Paseo Rd.
Las Cruces Bulletin
840 N.Telshor Blvd., Ste E

For more information, call the Las Cruces Bulletin at 524-8061.

wife, Yvonne, who is an NMSU graduate,
and said he is very happy in the Land of
Enchantment.

“I have seen coaches try to be happier
than happy, but I have learned to embrace the
happiness while it’s there,” he said. “This job is
challenging, and I love the people I work with.
If we could just beat Hawaii, I would have
everything.”

In 2004, Jordan became the all-time win-
ningest coach at NMSU with his 116th vic-
tory, surpassing former Aggie coach Tom Shoji
(1981-86).

Recently, Jordan and his wife celebrated the
birth of their son, Luke Bradley.

“I count everything in weeks now,” he said.
“They say having a kid will change you so
much, and I believe it. But we have so much
support here. I think it will be a neat place for
him to grow up.”

In his spare time, Jordan said he loves to
golf with other NMSU coaches.

Friday, January 27, 2012

Mike Jordan

Volleyball coach

Organization
New Mexico State University

Education
Bachelor’s degree in business,
University of Phoenix

Contact
646-4921

Website

www.nmstatesports.com

Awards and honors

e Mike Jordan is the winningest
coach in New Mexico State
University volleyball history

e Coach of the year five times
in his career, three times with
the WAC (2005, 2006 and 2008)
and twice with the Sun Belt
Conference (2003, 2004)

e Jordan has led the Aggies to the
NCAA Tournament five times —
2003, 2004, 2006, 2007 and 2008

New Mexico
State University
volleyball coach
Mike Jordan

is the all-time
winningest coach
at NMSU.

Las Cruces Bulletin photo
by Samantha Roberts
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Services

OFFICE
COFFEE

ENRICHING BREAKROONS
D BOARDROONS

Coffee ® Tea ® Machines

We provide coffee distribution services
to your business store front.

Call for your FREE DEMO

Business Products Center, Inc.
575-524-2866  575-525-2606 ® www.bpc-nm.com
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In Good Company:
Wilson Binkley Advertising & Marketing

NMSU alumni attack advertising

Hometown ad agency

grows with technology
By Samantha Roberts

Las Cruces Bulletin

The story is actually quite ironic.

As a young boy, David Wilson, partner and
account executive of Wilson Binkley Advertis-
ing & Marketing (WBAM), thought he was go-
ing to be an automotive mechanic. His father
owned the first Volkswagen dealership in New
Mexico. However, Wilson’s parents had bigger
dreams for their son, so he enrolled at New
Mexico State University and graduated from
the university in 1981.

After working for large-scale ad agencies
for eight years, Wilson took a job at Borman
Autoplex where he oversaw the company’s
marketing and advertising.

“The company was called Borman Motor
Co. back then,” Wilson said. “After a while, we
started adding so much business that we de-
cided to make advertising a separate business.”

The separation created Wilson Borman Ad-
vertising, which was formally known as Bor-
man Advertising when it was an advertising
department in the dealership.

“We handled advertising for other dealer-
ships, but we made sure they weren’t competi-
tors of ours,” said Ken Binkley, who is currently
a partner and account executive with WBAM.
“It wasn’t a direct conflict.”

Binkley, who started working for Wilson as
a college intern in 1990, came back to the com-
pany in 1992 after a stint with Dillard’s.

“Ken understood desktop publishing when
the technology was first coming around,” Wil-
son said. “This was the beginning of sending
an ad layout over a modem. It was the begin-
ning of a technology curve.”

As of June 1992, Wilson and Binkley were

Partners Ken
Binkley, Rob
Sharp and
Dave Wilson
of Wilson
Binkley
Advertising
& Marketing
stand with
technology
through the
ages that
has served as
| advertising

| media.

| Las Cruces
Bulletin photos by
Samantha Roberts

both employees of the motor company.

One month later, Wilson said business
started to grow, picking up larger accounts
such as Crawford Buick GMC.

In April 1994, the company established itself

as a separate operation, moving into a build-
ing that once housed a company also owned
by Frank Borman that collected revenue from
laser patents.

“We had really outgrown the space,” Wilson
said. “Once we started to move down the hall
and took that first sales office, it was time to
find another location.”

Wilson’s office is in the same one Borman
used.

“It has a real sense of history,” Wilson said.

In December 1995, Rob Sharp, who is now a
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partner and creative director of WBAM, joined
the team, becoming the fourth employee.

By 1998, Borman left what was known as
Wilson & Associates. And in 2000, the compa-
ny became what it is known as today — Wilson
Binkley Advertising & Marketing — with Wil-
son and Binkley as co-partners.

“MountainView (Regional Medical Center)
was a big client in 2000, and it really gave us
a sense that we were making a name for our-
selves,” Binkley said. “The hospital generated a
lot of news because it was the first de novo hos-
pital (which uses innovative sources for dispos-
able medical products and private labeling) and
only