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Field testing
earns praise

NIE saves billions,
improves warfare
By Todd G. Dickson

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

How does deploying thousands of
soldiers to the desert lands of White Sands
Missile Range save the military billions of
dollars?

When those soldiers let top Pentagon
officials know what high-dollar technology
works and doesn’t in the field before there
are large procurements that may end up
being of little use in the hills of Afghanistan
or the deserts of the Middle East. That’s
the value of the Network Integration
Evaluation exercise now being held at
WSMR in conjunction with Fort Bliss.

According to Lt. Gen. Bill Phillips,
military deputy to the Assistant Secretary
of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics and
Technology, who visited the WSMR as the
field exercises started earlier this month,
previous NIEs have saved the military
more than $6 billion.

For the second time this calendar year,
the range is hosting 5,000 soldiers, support
staff and civilian contractors testing a
variety of systems — primarily wireless
communication and  reconnaissance
technology — in the field.

See NIE on page A12

Casualty ID'd

as Las Crucen

Soldier loses life in
Afghanistan attack

The Department of Defense has announced
the death of a soldier from Las Cruces.

Staff Sgt. Israel P. Nuaiies, 38, died Saturday,
May 12, in Afghanistan, of wounds sustained
from an improvised explosive device.

Nuaiies was assigned to 741st Ordnance
Company, Fort Bliss, Texas, part of the 84th
Ordnance Battalion, 71st Ordnance Group.

Congressman Steve Pearce sent his sympa-
thies the family. “We will never forget the sacri-
fice he made to defend our nation and preserve
our freedoms,” Pearce said.
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New America School

seeks students, staff

Charter school offers English
as key to the American Dream

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

With its building on Down-
town Main Street taking shape,
the New America School is on the
hunt for students and teachers for
the city’s latest charter school.

Although the state-chartered
school is primarily for high-
schoolers to get a better mastery
of English, it will also offer Eng-
lish instruction to adults in the
family, mostly in evening classes,
said New America School Princi-
pal Margarita Porter.

Porter, one of Onate High
School’s first graduates, said she
can relate well to the trials of the
families the school seeks to reach.
She grew up in a home where
parents spoke only Spanish, but

See School on page A13

To learn more, call

New America Schools at
527-9085 or go online at
www.newamerica
schoolnm.org

>

Flower girls
throw red
and yellow
petals

into the
irrigation
channel
during the
annual
Blessing

of the
Fields, held
Tuesday,
May 15, at
the New
Mexico
Farm &
Ranch
Heritage
Museum.
Bishop
Ricardo
Ramirez
led the
traditional
ceremony.

Las Cruces
Bulletin photo
by Nicolas
Banales

Ogas bounces back

from serious illness

Baseball tournament named
for Mayfield High educator

By Todd G. Dickson

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

Ask Bob Ogas and the 71-year-
old will tell you he’s a firm believ-
er in the power of prayer.

In late February, Ogas was
stricken with what doctor’s believe
to have been a hemorrhagic stroke.
By March, the robust retired edu-
cator and coach was in an inten-
sive care unit in Albuquerque with
many fearing the worst.

So many people have had
their lives somehow touched by
the former Mayfield High School

principal and coach, the prayers and
offers of support came pouring in
as Ogas lay in a highly sedated state
with brain scans and a multitude
of tests not giving doctors a clear
diagnosis, other than knowing there
was severe bleeding in the brain.
Even as he was been taken off
the medical plane for transport
to the University of New Mexico
Neuroscience Center, one of the
nurses who was a former student
recognized him. That happened
again when he transferred to a
rehabilitation hospital.

See Ogas on page A14
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Downtown group
touts partnership

Council hears proposal
for revitalization effort

By Alta LeCompte

Las Cruces Bulletin

Las Cruces City Council, at a work session on Monday, May
14, introduced to the community the private portion of a pri-
vate-public partnership forming to redevelop Downtown.

Las Crucen Bob Pofahl of cbiholdings
led the sessions, which consisted of both
live and pre-recorded mini-presentations
by members of the team, including con-
sultants Susan Henderson, design direc-
tor of PlaceMakers in Albuquerque, and
California urbanist and plaza specialist
Stefanos Polyziodes.

A key element of the project would be
a plaza that reflects the spirit of historic
plazas of New Mexico and serves as the
hub for a vibrant commercial, cultural
and residential Downtown community.

City Manager Robert Garza said the next step will be for
staff to prepare a resolution that would specify option-to-lease
terms for property acquisition and deleniate the responsibili-
ties of the partnership team
and the city.

In order for mixed-use
development to occur, the
city will need to adopt what
Henderson called form-based
zoning for the district.

She said current, tradition-
al zoning forbids mixing resi-

POFAHL

We're
putting
together

dential and commercial func-
tions. Form-based zoning, a dream
on the other hand, regulates t eam

the physical characteristics of
buildings rather than uses.

Henderson said following
the meeting that revamping
the zoning code and address-
ing the location and design
of the plaza — the proposed centerpiece of Downtown — likely
would be simultaneous first steps taken to move the project for-
ward.

In the presentations, she and other speakers stressed the im-
portance of a transparent process that incorporates community
input.

Pofahl said the team of investors, developers and consultants
will listen to the community, create a strategic plan, work with
the city and the Downtown Las Cruces Partnership, provide
project management and market Downtown.

The speakers showed pictures of transformations in places
such as San Marcos, Texas; Petaluma, Calif.; Taos, N.M.; and
El Paso.

They also presented drawings of how Downtown could be
transformed into what they envision as an economically and
socially viable mixed-use commercial and residential commu-
nity that reflects the history of Las Cruces.

Although some members of council asked challenging fol-
low-up questions, the council was, for the most part, enthusias-
tic about the project.

“We’re putting together a dream team,” said Mayor Ken Mi-
yagishima, one of the city officials who reacted favorably to the
presentation.

“I've think I've died and gone to heaven,” Mayor Pro-Tem
Sharon Thomas said.

Coast Video Services
preserve your “‘PHemaornces”

Spring Special!
250 photos or slides
scanned and digitally
enhanced on (D $99

(5675) 532-9053 o www.coustvideoservices.com
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Nava and Taylor to be honored
NMSU College of Education to give awards June 5

New Mexico State University’s College of Education
will honor state Sen. Cynthia Nava and retired lawmaker-
educator J. Paul Taylor with the first Aggie Cornerstone
Awards at 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 5, at the New Mexico Farm &
Ranch Heritage Museum.

The College of Education established the award to cel-
ebrate excellence in education and recognize individuals
who have made a significant impact on children and fami-
lies. Tickets for the awards dinner are $50 per person and all
proceeds will go to College of Education scholarships.

Taylor is a strong advocate for the arts and education and
has been dedicated to public service. Taylor served in the New
Mexico House of Representatives for 18 years and served for

more than three decades as a teacher, principal and superin-
tendent in New Mexico.

Nava, a retired superintendent from the Gadsden Inde-
pendent School District, has served as state senator for Dis-
trict 31 since 1993. She has served as co-chair of the Public
School Capital Outlay Oversight Task Force, vice-chair for
the Legislative Education Study Committee and as chair of
the Senate Education Committee. She also sponsored the
legislation that established the Department of Education and
the Department of Higher Education.

Seating for the awards dinner is limited, so contact Ashley
Jurado, in the College of Education Dean’s Office, as soon as
possible at 646-2498 or ajurado@nmsu.edu.

MM Hispanic Faculty/Staff Caucus

Cordially invites you to

A CELEBRATION OF THE

A SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO
CENTENNIAL EVENT

SHOWCASING NEW MEXICO’S CULTURE AND TRADITIONS

Saturday, May 19, 2012

Historic Alameda House
526 South Alameda Blvd., Las Cruces, NM

Cocktails, Entertainment and Silent Auction

Dinner

Special Recognitions and Awards

Dance to the music of The Animmo Band

Attire: Your New Mexico Best

Tickets: $70/person; Students with ID $50; Corporate Table of 10 $750
Ticket Orders call 575-646-5424 or 575-496-3440

To Benefit HFSC Scholarship Fund at NMSU

All net proceeds from this event will be contributed to HFSC scholarship fund at the NMSU Foundation.

Sponsored by
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Helping kids graduate

Community efforts making a significant difference

;;a‘ Richard Coltharp
That’s the Way
of the World

You are in ninth grade.

Your father is nowhere to be found, but
your mother has two young daughters, a
full-time job and two part-time jobs. Rent is a
monthly battle, so you took a job at a fast food
restaurant to help out.

You are too young to drive, so a friend takes
you to work. Except that his car is constantly
breaking down and you've been late to work
two of your last three shifts. Your boss said if
you're late again, you could lose your job.

You try to help out and baby sit your
younger sisters, but there are some skills you
just don’t have. There are kids at school who
are constantly harassing you, but you also have
good friends.

Your mom has been sick all week and
you've made dinner for her and yourself and
your sisters, but there’s really not that much
food to go around.

If you were able to work more than 15 hours
a week, you might be able to help out more.

And, by the way, you've got an English
paper to write.

This is an extreme example, but there are
students in Dofia Ana County who face these
situations and worse. It’s enough to make a kid
want to drop out, and many do. Ninth grade is
the year they’re most likely to do it.

Others come from comparatively cushy
situations, but still drop out. In 2010-11, 468
high school students dropped out.

Why?

One student said it was to go to work. Three
said they were pregnant and unable to return.
Four cited child care problems.

The overwhelming majority, however — 202
— gave no reason at all. Ninety-eight more were
simply no-shows.

In Dofia Ana County, students are failing
to show up in alarming numbers and a lack of
success is naturally following.

A few years ago, some astute adults took
notice and started to do something about it.
Now there are dozens of people passionately
dedicated to improving the situation, attacking
the problem from many different angles.

Cohort graduation rates, meaning the
percentage of students who enter high school
in ninth grade and successfully graduate with
their class as seniors, were hovering between
50 and 60 percent in Las Cruces Public Schools
as recently as 2008. That rate is now in the
mid-70s.

How is it happening?

There are alternative and charter schools

for students who just don’t fit — socially or aca-
demically — in the traditional comprehensive
high schools.

There is the Arrowhead Park Early College
High School, which, two years into its existence
has still not seen a single dropout.

There is the Graduation Reality And Dual-
role Skills (GRADS) program that works with
young parents and features classes to help them
improve parenting skills and deal with the
accompanying stressors. Las Cruces and Onate
high schools even have their own day care
programs.

To continue the momentum, LCPS is
implementing two new programs.

In each of the comprehensive high schools,
one assistant principal will be designated to
focus on ninth-grade transition.

“Research shows it’s tough to make that
eighth- to ninth-grade transition,” said Steven
Sanchez, LCPS associate superintendent. “But
if they can get through to 10th grade, they tend
to stay.”

These assistant principals will be tasked
with keeping eyes on conflicts and focusing on
communication.

A second program is geared toward math.
Each of the comprehensive high schools will be
hiring designated math teachers to work with
cohorts of students in algebra and geometry.
Having one teacher work with at-risk math
students will lend continuity and understand-
ing and enable, in many cases, students to com-
plete all three classes in the space of two years.

A burgeoning community-based program
working on the issue is the Bridge, which,
through public and private partnerships, has
created a three-way communication between
our secondary schools, our colleges (Dofia Ana
Community College and New Mexico State
University) and the business community.

Bottom line, if our children aren’t educated
successfully, they can’t strive for more, and if
they can’t achieve more, our local businesses
suffer because they can’t hire skilled people.

“We have a truly amazing collaborative
community,” said Tracey Bryan, executive
director of the Bridge. “In 2007, as a county,
our dropout rate was 46 percent. In 2011, it
was 33

Bryan believes it is critical for all of us to
find ways to be around these young people and
help them see a positive vision for the future.

“We all have a role in mentoring young
people,” Bryan said.

“Our job is getting them through the short-
term crisis to see the bigger picture,” Bryan
said.

So, to the high school graduates of 2012,
congratulations. A job well done.

And to the potential high school graduates
of 2016, we’ve got our eyes on you.

Cameras are needed

Let’s set the record straight.

First off, driving is a privilege, not a
right. Those people who choose to speed
— yes, you made a choice — deserve to pay
the price. Don’t blame the city for your
SCrew-ups.

The traffic signals that are camera
monitored are clearly marked with a yellow
and black signs stating such enforcement. If
you are unable to notice, read or understand
signage, you should not be driving — period.

Secondly, there is no legitimate excuse
for speeding, such as being late for work,
my spouse and I had an argument, [ have a
doctor’s appointment, etc.

The majority of intersection traffic
accidents are caused by people in a hurry
(speeding) and those running red lights.

I have observed many such cases in Las
Cruces — usually the same vehicles.

Disregarding your citation notice or
refusing to pay your notice — or just refus-
ing to pay — does not justify your careless
behavior.

Lastly, the under-staffed police depart-
ment of Las Cruces simply must rely on cam-
era enforcement as a tool for public safety.

I suggest that trauma nurse Connie Pot-
ter, radio talk show host Michael Swickard
and others realign their thinking on this
issue.

Sonny Miller
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" Top 20 Town of the Future”
2010 - Sunset Magazine
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"No. 6 - Best Performing Cities”
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Support HSNM

I recently joined in a meeting with the
local organizing committee of the non-
profit Health Security for New Mexicans
Campaign (HSNM) at a local business.

I had the privilege and honor of meet-
ing a dedicated and devoted group of
individuals committed to resolving issues,
which will provide health care on a long-
term basis for all New Mexicans regardless
of race, gender, creed, nationality, age or
religion.

At the meeting, I became fully aware
of all the wonderful people throughout
New Mexico who have so perseveringly
performed during the past 15-plus years to
resolve and restore vital health care issues
that confront our citizens daily.

What is most impressive about the
HSNM are the 147-plus campaign mem-
bership organizations and the endorsement
by numerous businesses, counties, munici-
palities and 32 cities who support these
vital health care measures for their healthy
communities to exist.

For information on the Health Security
for New Mexicans Campaign, contact
Trevino at 512-921-1941, the Health
Security for New Mexicans Campaign
Office, P.O. Box 2606, Corrales, NM
87040, 505-897-1803, or visit www.
nmbhealthsecurity.org.

Fermin-Fermon Torres

The Las Cruces Bulletin invites readers to submit letters, preferably by email to editor@lascrucesbulletin.com. They can
be sent in by fax at 526-4621. Letters also can be mailed or dropped off at 840 N. Telshor Blvd., Suite E., 88011. Letters
should not exceed 200 words and must include the writer’s name, address and telephone number for verification.
Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters may be edited for length or content.
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Libertarian Party offers clear choice in 2012 election
Gary ]ohnson faces huge challenges as party’s nominee

Jay Miller
Inside the Capitol

If Libertarian presidential candidate Gary
Johnson can catch a break in the next few
weeks, he could shake things up big time and
have a lot of fun doing it.

We can figure Johnson will not have to
be listening to his party establishment tell-
ing him what he has to say. He won’t have
high-paid advisers walking back statements or
explaining what Johnson really meant.

The libertarian philosophy is a consistent
one and Johnson always has been in step with
the philosophy. Essentially, people and busi-
nesses should have the liberty to do what they
want as long as it doesn’t hurt others. And
if they mess up their lives while doing their
thing, they have a personal responsibility to
fix the problem. Government isn’t going to
help.

It’s really very simple. It involves a lot of
tolerance of people’s differences and a lot of
toughness about personal consequences. It
means being fiscally conservative and socially
liberal. Maybe that doesn’t seem to fit, but if

Libertarians had a vote for every time I have
heard people describe their personal phi-
losophy that way, they would be a large and
powerful party.

Libertarians have
mastered one part of our
political system quite well.
They usually qualify their
presidential candidate on
all 50 state ballots.

But, they’re not good
at raising money. Unlike
Democrats and Republi-
cans, they have little influ-
ence to sell. I realize that
is not why people donate
to candidates, but it does
seem to help. Obtaining
federal election funds
would be a huge help and
that could happen soon.

If Johnson were able to
score 5 percent of the vote
in November, it would
help the party tremen-
dously and make the 2016 picture much
rosier. But 1.1 percent is the best a Libertarian
presidential candidate has ever been able to

do.

Johnson must
somehow crack the
mainstream media,

left and right, in
order to get into
the debates.

The only other time Libertarians ran an
experienced politician for office, it was U.S.
Rep. Bob Barr. He only garnered 0.4 percent
of the nationwide vote.
But Barr was controversial
and abrasive. Johnson is a
much nicer guy. He treats
his opponents with respect
and does not run negative
campaigns.

The challenge for
Johnson now is to hit 15
percent in some national
polls. His big hurdle there
is to be included in the
polls. Last year, Johnson
scored 2 percent in some
national Republican polls,
which should have been
enough to get him on
stage, but then the polls
quit listing him.

Johnson must some-
how crack the mainstream
media, left and right, in
order to get into the debates. Both sides seem
to be afraid of him. That includes the major
polling firms. Johnson can make the presiden-
tial race much more interesting if he is given

the opportunity.

Occasionally, third party candidates do
break through. Ross Perot did it in 1992 with
16 percent of the vote. And most notably,
Teddy Roosevelt, running on the Bull Moose
Party ticket in 1912, finished second with
27 percent of the vote, beating Republican
incumbent William Howard Taft. Democrat
Woodrow Wilson won that race.

In polls that do include Johnson, he cur-
rently is running between 6 and 9 percent.

If he can get some decent news coverage,
that figure could go up. He is now handling
questions very deftly and makes for a good
interview.

How is Johnson doing in his home state?
Last fall, he finished first among Republican
candidates with 23 percent of the vote. He
hopes to take New Mexico again in November.
It will be difficult. By then supporters of the
two major party candidates will have become
so polarized, they won’t want to risk throwing
their vote to a third party candidate.

For now, Johnson is visiting state conven-
tions and town halls preaching a message
of minimum government and maximum
freedom. His attitude about winning it all still
is high. He said he and his fiancé are looking
forward to a White House wedding.

Jay Miller may be contacted at insidethecapitol@
hotmail.com.

In a wilderness of political wilderness designations

Today’s wilderness movement seeks to exclude humans

Michael Swickard
In My Opinion

Years ago, “wilderness” meant a place where man had not

set foot.

Now, after decades of wilderness legislation, no one can de-
fine wilderness. It means whatever politicians mean it to mean.

The intense politics around wilderness designations make
winners and losers. The winners are the political operatives
and lawyers who make their money in courts. The losers are

the American public. It is a giant scam.

Take the wilderness problems of Tombstone, Ariz. Their
water plant was built before any wilderness designation and
served the town well. Last year, a flood damaged the water
pipes, which the town wanted to repair. They were told the

blend that matters, eh?

with urban intrusions?

The question that we have spent almost
50 years on is the purpose of our nature-
centric lands. Years ago the idea was to
have areas of our country where people
could get a good nature-centric experience

nature landscapes and all of them are in Alaska.

Other places have mostly nature-centric landscapes, but
there is always a little urbanization that
creeps into nature. So it is the degree of

Speaking of creeps, politicians have per-
verted the language of wilderness such that
wilderness can be a place where planes fly
over, there are one hundred years of roads
and if you are standing in a high place you
can see Walmart trucks on the freeway, but
it is a wilderness. It is really nature-centric

There are no

New Mexico.

To be blunt:

< . b} .
wilderness’ areas in

are nature-centric with some urban-centric intrusion. Not
wilderness. There has not been wilderness in New Mexico for
hundreds of years.

Even Alaska, as remote as it is has planes flying over and
into the wilderness areas such as the Brooks Range of moun-

tains. It is the most like the wilderness
stories of America in the early 1900s.
But remember, even then there were lots
of Native Americans already on the land.
We have to go back 20,000 years or more
to get land not trampled by humans.

So for those trying to curb the urban
intrusion, is there some way to do so
without scamming people into calling
some place wilderness when it obviously
is not? The limits of urban intrusion can
be managed as long as it does not ex-
clude Americans full access to the land.

There are plenty of nature-centric
places in New Mexico to preserve, but
not to exclude human entry. When entry

land now was wilderness and they could not repair their water
system.

How can wilderness mean iron water pipes, roads and
water collection areas? It can because the wilderness advocates
and the thousands of lawyers who make millions of dollars
advocating an odd sort of wilderness designation say that it is.

That got me thinking: We need new terminology to
understand American wilderness issues. At opposite ends of a
continuum are the concepts, nature and urban. Nature-centric
are areas with attributes of nature as opposed to urban-centric
with attributes of the urban environment. Compare the wilds
of Alaska with New York City.

Where we have problems is when the two intertwine, either
just a little or a lot. Some places in America are nature-centric
with some urban intrusion. That is where we have the political
rub No matter what anyone says, there are very little virgin

New & Gently Used Clothing for Children

Gently used and new donations of children’s clothes,
furniture and other items gratefully accepted.
Helping support the Child Crisis Center.

Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. TTa.m-2 p.m. |
5755569752 FL

300 El Molino Blvd.
at Alomeda

and then return to their urban-centric
homes. We have lots of forests and mountains that are nature-
centric. Then someone decided the deal was to exclude Ameri-
cans and make areas where essentially no Americans can go.
This is the wilderness movement today. It takes land with
roads and houses and cattle operations and attempts to clear
the humans from the landscape by making it almost or en-
tirely impossible for Americans to enjoy those nature-centric
areas. It is done all in the name of “wilderness preservation.”
To be blunt: There are no “wilderness” areas in New
Mexico. All the areas have had roads; all have planes flying
over, and all have lots of human pressure on them. They

GREAT COUNTRY MORNINGS

WITH
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must be by foot, it excludes the majority
of Americans. Quit paying millions of dollars to environmen-
tal lawyers to exclude Americans from their own land. Preserve
the nature-centric areas of New Mexico for all Americans but
make sure all Americans can enjoy those areas.

Michael Swickard is co-host of radio talk show News New Mexico on
KSNM-AM 570. Swickard may be contacted at michael@swickard.com.

I know health insurance.

{ Here is the where you let out a sigh of relief. }

Carol Nike
575-532-4830

2220 N. Telshor Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM

[ 1

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

s Sor abeperedont o, and nut
Fou Bl Shckdof New Mesicn

Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of New Mexico
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A caring community?

The possibility that anyone in this city
would ever consider turning off utilities for
a traffic violation is absolutely beyond my
comprehension.

I always thought of Las Cruces as a caring
community and a good place to live, but now?
Not so much.

We have good and caring people on the City
Council and they must not let this happen.
They must work now to get this law changed.

You could suspend their driver’s license
or even sentence them to jail time if their ac-
tions are egregious enough, but turn off their
water? Never.

Renee Murray

Misguided approach

We must do everything we can to stop red
light violations, and even though I've received
a few red light cam tickets,  am in support
of them as long as they are the most effective,
cost-efficient way to deal with this issue.

My problem lies with the utility shutoff
punishment for scofflaws. I do believe we
must have a policy to punish them, severely if
necessary, however, I think that this is an arbi-
trary and misguided approach. It definitely is
allowed under city law, but being legal doesn’t
mean that it is the right action.

I have serious concerns about this policy.

The punishment has nothing to do with
the crime. There is no definition of what a
“scofflaw” is. Leaving this up to the city’s
discretion, rather than providing defining
criteria including specific time periods and a
specific amount of unpaid citations, leaves the
city open to all sorts of allegations.

What happens to the elderly, sick or the
children in the house? They are the ones who
will suffer the most even though they usually
won’t be the violators.

Jason Burke

Las Cruces Bulletin

Letters to the Editor

Republicans don't hate

Do Democrats really believe that Repub-
licans hate minorities, the poor, gays, women
and the elderly?

I am about as conservative as you can get,
and I promise you I do not hate any of these
folks. The truth of the matter is Republicans
and Democrats have the same concern for all
people, we just have different solutions.

For example, just because Republicans
are concerned about the rule of law, drug
smuggling, human trafficking and the related
violence that is occurring near our borders
every day doesn’t mean we hate Hispanics.

And just because Republicans want to
reduce the entitlement state, doesn’t mean we
hate the poor. In fact, I would argue that we
care more about the poor because we don’t
want to relegate anyone to a permanent class
of Americans who are dependent on the state.

Likewise, we want gays to have the free-
dom to do whatever they want in their own
bedrooms. We simply don’t want politicians
to force schools to teach such a controver-
sial behavior to our young impressionable
children.

And, are Republicans really conducting a
“war on women” because we don’t think it is
necessary to pay for birth control?

Lastly, we don’t want to throw granny off
the cliff simply because we see Medicare going
bankrupt, and realize that unless we do some-
thing about it, we all lose our benefits.

There are problem solvers and there are
demagogues. Demagogues are those who gain
power and popularity by simply arousing the
emotions and prejudices of the people. These
types of political leaders are not truly seeking
solutions, only power. Because pitting one
group of people against another has never
solved a single problem, it only creates hate.

Neal Hooks
Republican candidate for state senate District 38
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The compassionate cowman

Willie is a great example of the compas-
sionate cowman.

He should be a poster boy for St. Francis
of Assisi, except St. Francis is in Kansas and
Willie lives in Colorado. During calving
season, he observes certain procedures that
he has perfected when a
heifer needs help.

The calving lot is near
the house. He makes
regular checks out the
window using a spotting
scope and binoculars.
When his services are
needed, he stealthily ap-
proaches the recumbent
heifer from behind carry-
ing two calving chains. He
wraps one around each
wrist and puts a handle in
each pocket.

He only moves closer
when she is pushing and her head is down.
He is careful not to let the chains make noise
as he double wraps each foot above and
below the fetlock. Then pulling only when
she pushes, he facilitates the delivery.

They are a team, he thinks, he and
the heifer. A bond is formed between the
shepherd and his flock. He imagines her
gratitude.

His wife has always encouraged him. She
watches through the scope.

“You are really good at that, Honey,” she
says.

“Yes,” he thinks to himself, “I am.”
Picture that same scene being enacted,
except after dark. Girding his loins he dresses
warmly and engages the use of his calving
Jeep. He drives in the calving lot and care-
fully parks so the Jeep lights do not reflect

his shadow as he begins his stealth-stalk.

Using his proven method, he hangs the
two chains on his wrists, puts a handle in

Her eyes
shine like Wile
E. Coyote’s just

before he gets hit
by a train.

each pocket and noiselessly sneaks up on
the heifer.

This particular night he manages to
double-wrap a chain on one of the pro-
truding front feet, when the heifer lifts her
head and looks back at her molester.

Her eyes shine like
Wile E. Coyote’s just
before he gets hit by a
train.

There was a moment
when time stood still.
Willie could clearly see
the wrapped calf’s foot,
his wrist and the chain
slack laying loosely on
the ground. The next
moment he was jerked
from his feet and drug
150 yards like a bass lure
going through a welder’s
boneyard.

Ten minutes later, analyzing the damage,
he found one boot missing, his belt broken,
his jeans down around his ankles, glasses
gone, Scotch cap gone, calving handles gone,
his white legs sandpapered, scratched and
scraped, but thankfully, he still had the abil-
ity to move his wrist.

He limped into the house aching for
some comfort. Some assurance that his
cause was noble, that his sacrifice worth it,
maybe even some praise.

His darlin’ wife looked at him and trying
to offer some solace said, “You're lucky to
be alive.”

Willie conjured on that, then asked as
only a survivor of Titanic or Katrina could
relate.

“If I was dead, would you come and
look for me?”

“Of course,” she said, “When ‘Desperate
Housewives’ was over.”

Black may be contacted at www.baxterblack.com.

Mesilla Valley Public Housing Authority
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Mesilla Valley Public Housing Authority is opening the
waiting list for the PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAM
(Note: This is NOT the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.)

Forty (40) Pre-applications for 0 bedroom units
- elderly/disabled only

Forty (40) Pre-applications for 3 bedroom units

The waiting list will open at 8:30 a.m. on June 4, 2012
and will close on June 4, 2012 at Noon OR at the time
when all pre-applications for each bedroom size have
been accepted, whichever occurs first.

/cﬂnczenfﬂcn

| am Las Cruces, | am New Mexico.

I'm Virginia and | love Century Bank because they provide excellent
customer service and believe in building personal relationships. Pre-applications for 4 and 5 bedroom units will be accepted
until all units are filled OR a sizeable waiting list is generated.
Only IMMEDIATE family members may be on application.

HUD regulations only allow two (2) people per bedroom.

Stop by or call us today to start your relationship at 575.521.2400.

YOU MAY APPLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATION:

CENTURYBANK

People - Relationships - Community

877.424.2828 + centurynetbank.com

Mesilla Valley Public Housing Authority
926 S. San Pedro Las Cruces, NM 88001
Telephone: (575) 528-2000

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

&

i

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER Espafiola ¢ SantaFe ¢ Albuguerque + Las Cruces
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NMSU gives eclipse tips

Southwest offers stunning view of solar phenomena

The first “ring of fire” solar eclipse visible
in the United States in 18 years will just miss
Las Cruces, but a partial or crescent shaped
solar eclipse will be visible across all of the
Western U.S. New Mexico State University’s
Department of Astronomy, along with the
Astronomical Society of Las Cruces and the
Las Cruces Natural History Museum, invite
the public to join them in watching this stun-
ning event at Mesilla Valley Mall from 6 to 8
p-m. Sunday, May 20.

“The sun is a constant in our lives, espe-
cially in the Southwest, so it is amazing to
see something as dramatic as a solar eclipse
happen,” said Jillian Bornak, a graduate re-
search assistant in astronomy. “The moon’s
shadow is small, so it takes the perfect align-
ment of the Earth, moon and sun for the
moon’s shadow to fall on the Earth. The
next time this arrangement will allow the
moon’s shadow to cross New Mexico won’t
be until 2023

The moon’s orbit is slightly oval-shaped,
so the distance between the moon and the
Earth varies. This determines what kind of
eclipse we see. On May 20, the moon will
be farther from the Earth, so it will appear
smaller than the sun, creating what is called
an annular (or ring-shaped), solar eclipse
from Texas to Oregon for the first time in
18 years.

The path of the moon’s shadow across the
Earth will start in southern China, cross the
Pacific Ocean near Alaska, race across Califor-
nia, and finish in northern New Mexico and
west Texas. A NASA map shows the “ring of
fire” eclipse should be visible in a strip of New
Mexico from just north of Santa Fe to just
south of Roswell. People in the southern part
of the state will only catch the outer part of the
moon’s shadow, so Las Cruces will see only a
partial solar eclipse.

The eclipse will take four hours to com-
plete. However, for New Mexico residents,
the eclipse will only last two hours before it

is interrupted by sunset. Starting around 6
p.m. on Sunday, the moon will begin to cov-
er the sun. At 7:30 p.m., the moon will block
most of the sun and the eclipse will be at its
deepest. This will last about four minutes.
Then, the moon will slowly uncover the sun.
The show will be over at 8 p.m. when the
sun sets.

Even though the moon will block 90
percent of the sun’s light, it is still unsafe
to stare directly at the sun and could cause
lifelong damage to eyes. NMSU astrono-
mers caution that regular sunglasses do not
provide adequate protection to look safely
at the sun.

If you are unable to attend NMSU’s free
viewing at the mall, there are still easy ways
to safely view the eclipse on May 20. Gradu-
ate students will be handing out special sun-
safe solar glasses at the Las Cruces Farmers
& Crafts Market on Saturday, May 19.

A “pinhole camera” is also a safe way to
watch the eclipse. You can make one with
two pieces of paper or cardboard. Poke a
small hole in one piece of paper, hold it up
to the sun, and let the light from the pin-
hole shine on the other piece of paper. This
projects the image of the sun like a small
television.

The pinhole can be any shape. Simply
hold the two sheets far enough away from
each other that the image of the hole is cir-
cular. Do not look at the Sun through the
pinhole.

Astronomy graduate students and mu-
seum staff will have solar telescopes set up
in the southwest parking lot of Mesilla Val-
ley Mall. There will be activities and free
handouts at the event. Solar eclipse glasses
will be on sale at the event for $1 each or
four for $3.

For more information on the sunset
solar eclipse, visit http://astronomy.nmsu.
edu/eclipse or contact Bornak at jbornak@
astronomy.nmsu.edu.

Dreaming of

something better?

We can help.
Vehicle Loans

Terms up to 84 months
Low rates
No payment for 3 months

E%HWESANDS
FEDERAL

REDIT UNION

2755 N. Main * 2190 E. Lohman
647-4500 * wsfcu.org

Make your dreams a reality.

=y Equal Housing Lender
] Member National Credit Union
Administration
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Scholarship honors alumna
Fund aims to aid engineering students

Friends of Leticia Segovia, a former New
Mexico State University student, have estab-
lished a scholarship honoring her memory af-
ter she died last year from cancer.

Segovia was born in Torrance, Calif., and
graduated from Las Cruces High School in
1984. She began her studies at NMSU before
moving to Albuquerque. In 1989 she earned
her bachelor of science in civil engineering
from the University of New Mexico. Five years
later, she graduated from California State Uni-
versity Long Beach with a master’s degree in
civil engineering.

It was no surprise to anyone that Segovia
chose to study engineering, as she was raised
in a family of engineers. Her father, brother,
and sister all graduated from NMSU with a
bachelor’s in civil engineering/civil engineer-
ing technology.

The Leticia (Tish) Segovia Memorial Schol-
arship is intended to support undergraduate
civil engineering students at NMSU with the
hope of encouraging female Hispanic gradu-
ates from the three Las Cruces high schools to
pursue engineering as a career.

Lisa Somoza Robles, Julie Ludwig McAfee,
Holly Chalekian Warburton and Kathy Kerst-
ing were friends of Segovia since high school,
and said they believe this scholarship would be
the best way to honor her memory because of
her dedication to her studies.

“Given Tish’s focus on education in so many
ways, (we) felt a scholarship in a field in which
she excelled would be a great way to promote
engineering as a career, especially for women,”
Kersting said. “This scholarship aims to keep
her memory alive, while, most importantly,
helping a student achieve his or her engineer-
ing degree.”

Robles remembered Segovia as an avid
reader, often reading more than two books a
week.

“I don’t ever remember her without a book
in her hand,” Warburton said. “She was a vo-
racious reader and always encouraged us to
read.”

Asked what advice Segovia would have giv-
en students vying for the scholarship, McAfee
said she would have encouraged them to find a
balance in life and to do things they enjoy.

“I think she would acknowledge that while
the curriculum will be tough at times, students
should not give up,” Kersting said. “They need
to work hard and persevere in order to achieve
their engineering degree that will help ensure
that they have a successful future.”

In addition to being a professional engineer
who worked for the Dofia Ana County Flood
Commission the last nine years of her life,
Segovia dedicated much of her time to com-
munity service efforts. She volunteered as a
member of the Junior League of Las Cruces,
Zia Middle School Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion, Las Cruces High School Booster Club,
the Whole Enchilada Fiesta committee and as
a religious education teacher at Saint Albert’s
Parish.

She also donated books for the Junior
League’s annual book drive. In honor of her
dedication to donating books to children in
the community, a reading room at the First
Step (Healthcare) Center was named in her
honor in April 2011.

Anyone who would like to make a donation
to the Leticia (Tish) Segovia Memorial Cur-
rent Use Scholarship/Fund may send a check
made payable to the NMSU Foundation with
a notation for the Segovia scholarship mailed
to College of Engineering; Assistant Dean’s Of-
fice, MSC 3449; New Mexico State University;
PO Box 30001; Las Cruces, NM 88003-8001.

For more information, contact Patricia Sul-
livan, assistant dean, at patsulli@nmsu.edu or
646-2913.

I300 EL PASEO RD LAS CRUCES NM
575.523.0436 WWW.MOUNTAINVIEWMARKET.COOP
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BLM seeks volunteers

Dripping Springs Natural Area is seeking volunteers to help
in the visitors center on Mondays and Thursdays.

For more information, contact Cheryl Howard at 525-4487
or choward@blm.gov.

Sand volleyball league forms

The City of Las Cruces Parks and Recreation Department is
holding registration for the 2012 Adult Co-Rec Sand Volleyball
League through Saturday, May 19, at Meerscheidt Recreation
Center, 1600 E. Hadley Ave.

Individuals must be 18 years of age or older to participate.
The fee is $250 per team of six to eight players. A manager’s
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 24, at Meerscheidt
Recreation Center. Games will begin with a pre-season tourna-
ment Friday, June 8, and Saturday, June 9.

For more information, call the Meerscheidt Recreation Cen-
ter at 541-2563 or the Parks and Recreation Section Adminis-
trative Office at 541-2550. The TTY number is 541-2772.

Memorial Day event slated

Members of the Veterans Wall Committee are planning a
Memorial Day candlelight ceremony at 8 a.m. Monday, May
28, at Veterans Park, 2651 Roadrunner Parkway, to honor 192
Dona Ana County veterans who died serving the country and
who are listed on the memorial wall.

The community is encouraged to identify a family member
or friend on the list they would like to honor with a candle pro-
vided by the committee.

Each of the 192 veterans will be called by name as the can-
dles are lit and placed on top of the Veterans Wall. This will be
done to not only honor veterans from Dofa Ana County, but
all members of the armed forces who sacrificed their lives in the
service of their country.

Volunteers age 18 years and older are needed to light can-
dles for the veterans listed, especially for those who served in
World War I and IT who may no longer have family members or
friends in the area.

For more information about participating in this ceremony
as a family member, friend or volunteer, contact Dolores
Archuleta no later than Monday, May 21, at 524-7873 or
darchuleta611412@aol.com.

Camp Invention set June 4-8

The national Camp Invention program is coming to Desert
Hills Elementary School, 280 N. Roadrunner Parkway, from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, June 4, through Friday, June 8.

The cost is $215 per child. Children of Las Cruces Public
Schools staff members receive a $30 discount. Some partial
scholarships are also available.

First started in 1990, Camp Invention is a week long summer
day program for children entering grades one through six that
helps them discover their own innate creativity and inventiveness

through hands-on science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) content.

In this summer’s Envision program, children will experience
different activities, including Inventeureka, Action and Adven-
ture Games, Magnetropolis and I Can Invent: Balloon Burst.
Children will spend their week visiting a faux island to study
magnetism, taking a fantasy adventure on the Ci6000 Space
Modulator Time Machine and inventing a balloon-bursting
machine.

To register a child, visit www.campinvention.org or call
800-968-4332.

For more information, contact Lucy Rathgeber at 571-5090
or gilamom@comcast.net, or Alan Aguayo at 644-1160 or
aguayo2007@comcast.net.

Math Snacks Camp at Mesa MS

Students in fifth through seventh grade can register for the
2012 Math Snacks Camp at Mesa Middle School, 7225 N. Jor-
nada Road, from 8 a.m. to noon Monday, June 4, through Fri-
day, June 8. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. Cost for the
camp is $40 and scholarships and sibling discounts are avail-
able. Campers will enjoy fun activities and learn with iPads and
computers. Space is limited. For more information, call Karen
Trujillo at 646-8141 or visit www.mathsnacks.com.

Checkpoints planned in May

The Las Cruces Police Department will conduct at least
three sobriety checkpoints and four saturation patrols within
city limits prior to Monday, May 28.

LCPD sobriety checkpoints and saturation patrols are in-
tended to reduce the number of motorists who drive while
intoxicated. Additional enforcement activities may include un-
derage and party patrols.

The Las Cruces Police Department encourages those who
plan on consuming alcoholic beverages to plan ahead of time
and use a designated driver — someone who will not be drinking
alcoholic beverages — for their transportation needs.

Gym and cheer classes available

The City of Las Cruces Parks and Recreation Department
is taking registration for sessions I and II of Youth Gymnastics
and Youth Cheer classes at the Meerscheidt Recreation Center,
1600 E. Hadley Ave. Registration will be ongoing until classes
are full.

Two sessions will be held June 4-27 and July 10-Aug. 2. All
sessions consist of eight classes and will be held at Meerscheidt
Recreation Center. Cost is $30 per person, per session. A parent
must be present with children under the age of 6.

The City of Las Cruces Parks and Recreation Department
Youth Gymnastics and Youth Cheer are basic experience classes.
Classes are designed to be introductory, skill-development class-
es for new and beginning students. Basic experience classes are
designed to provide affordable programming and recreational

advanced experience instruction.

For more information, call Meerscheidt Recreation Center
at 541-2563 or the Parks and Recreation Administrative Offices
at 541-2550. The TTY number is 541-2772.

Market vendors to move

Las Cruces Farmers & Crafts Market vendors will move from
Las Cruces Avenue to Griggs Avenue beginning Saturday, May 19.
As a result, Griggs Avenue from Water Street to Church Street
will be closed to through traffic from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays.
Barricades will block traffic and public parking on Griggs from
mid-block west of Main Street to mid-block east of Main.

Motorists are advised to proceed with caution on Las Cruces
Avenue at the Main Street intersection. Market customers will
have the right-of-way at that cross walk.

For more information, call Peggy Miller, acting Las Cruces
Farmers & Crafts Market coordinator, at 541-2288.

GOP women meet May 25

The Federated Republican Women of Dofia Ana County will
meet at 11:30 a.m. Friday, May 25, at the Good Samaritan So-
ciety-Las Cruces Village, 3011 Buena Vida Circle. Paul Herzog,
CEO of Memorial Medical Center, will speak on health care.
Lunch is $8.25 and reservations are required by noon Monday,
May 21. For more information, call Anna Mae Evans at 524-
4232 or 635-9174.

Community center dedication set

The City of Las Cruces will host a dedication ceremony cel-
ebrating the renaming of the Mesilla Park Community Cen-
ter, 304 W. Bell Ave., to the Frank O’Brien Papen Community
Center in honor of the late state senator at 10 a.m. Thursday,
May 31.

Papen was a prominent Las Cruces businessman and New
Mexico political leader. The former president and CEO of First
National Bank dedicated his life to ventures that promoted
growth and development in the Mesilla Valley and southern
New Mexico. He will be remembered for the impact that he had
on the downtown business community and the community as
a whole.

The dedication ceremony will be highlighted by the unveil-
ing of a framed picture of the late senator, and a framed, joint
memorial statement from the state legislature. The event will
also feature speakers honoring Papen, as well as a tour of the
history-rich facility named in his honor.

Refreshments will be served immediately following the
event.

For more information, call the Parks & Recreation adminis-
trative offices at 541-2550. The TTY number is 541-2772.

Bowl for hounds’ sake

Bowlin® for Bassetts and Beagles will be from 2 to 4 p.m.
Sunday, May 20, at Ten Pin Alley, 1201 E. Amador. The charity

Doree’s
Beauty Salo

jl
Full Service Salon

Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome!

Tina Rodriguez ¢ Blanca Beltran * Doree Badgley * Megan Johnson
(formerly with JCPenney Salon)

Booth Rental Available
1300 El Paseo, Ste. 1 ®* 652-3764

Down from Planet Fitness
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Blue Ribbon Pet Sitting u.c

Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”

Animal Services Cent
Pet of the Week  “5ine e iy

3551 Bataan Memorial West
Help sponsor an
adoptable animal!

To sponsor call: 524-8061
To adopt call: 382-0018
or visit petango.com/ascmv

Who can resist these sweet faces? These little cutie pies are looking for a
furever home! The orange tabby is a male and the two tortoiseshells are female.
They are very sweet and purr as soon as you hold them. This lovable and
p|ayfu| litter of kittens are just a few that we have available for adoption!“i

b

Blue Ribbon Pet Sitting u.c

Pet Sitting in Your Home *Dog Walking * Pet Taxi® Overnight Stays
575-523-8723 ¢ petstrdu@aol.com

appeal. These classes do not provide progressive experience or
In-Home Computer

2 9 Troubleshoot

Honest, Fair Services & Prices

Repairs « Custom Computer Builds
Upgrades * Network Solutions

Custom

Keith Vick, Owner/Technician
575-202-0717
“Call a Tech, not a Geek.”

Helen’s Reflexology

“Step into a balanced life”

Reflexology for the feet, hands
and face by appointment only:

575-640-0545
m.mborchardt@yahoo.com

60 Showiuses of

© Baskets ® Placemats

© Sheepskins ® Cowhides

* Oriental Rugs, Persian Rugs
& Southwest Rugs

© Leather Goods © Purses

© Pillows * Wool Blankets

6926 Gateway East
El Paso, Texas

FREE Wholesale Catalog!

SHOP ONLINE:

: ?:y(j:?rr; Edéu.{fsulﬂ,u m‘;s wuw.EtPasoSaddleblanket.com
© Mounted Longhorns

HUGE 1-ACRE SHOWROO

& Bonnie Henson,

I e = D\ .'l

1110 FREEAY, EXIT 25 » ACROSS FROM CIELO VIS.'I'Ii MALL

e
s All

Call 526-8000
or 1-800-897-2746

if you have information about this week’s
crime of the week or any other crime.

€

CRIME STOPPERS

LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

Sponsored by 1 Pano frecwic
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bowling event is presented by LC Singles and will benefit
Southern New Mexico Basset and Beagle Rescue. A $10 donation
covers lane fees and shoe rental.

For more information, call 524-4362.

Bike to Work Day is May 18

Cyclists from around the area will meet in front of Las
Cruces City Hall, 700 N. Main St., to celebrate Bike to Work
Day at 7:15 a.m. Friday, May 18. Bike to Work Day is part of
National Bicycle Month held each year in May.

Cyclists and first-timers are encouraged to attend the early
morning celebration at City Hall. The first 50 riders will receive
free T-shirts. Route maps will be distributed. Cyclists will ride
from City Hall on a bike-friendly route that travels south on
Main Street to Las Cruces Avenue, east on Las Cruces to Espina
Street, east on Espina to Kansas Avenue, east on Kansas to So-
lano Drive, south on Solano to Wyoming Avenue and east on
Wyoming to Spirit Winds Coffee Bar, 2260 S. Locust St. From
there, cyclists will ride to work.

Because Las Crucens enjoy more than 300 days of sunshine a
year and warm temperatures, many choose to ride their bicycles
as a primary form of transportation. The City of Las Cruces
fully supports bicycling in our community and encourages ev-
eryone to share the road.

County seeks input on fire plan

The Dona Ana County/City of Las Cruces Office of Emer-
gency Management is seeking public input during the develop-
ment of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).

The strategic plan identifies specific wildfire risks facing sev-
eral Dona Ana County communities and neighborhoods, such
as wildfire response, hazard mitigation, community prepared-
ness and structural protection.

The goals of the CWPP are to promote wildfire awareness
and safety education for at-risk communities, and to also iden-
tify and reduce hazardous fuels to ultimately protect life, prop-
erty and natural resources.

Anyone who lives in Dofa Ana County is invited and en-
couraged to provide comments on the draft wildfire plan. The
plan is available for public view during normal business hours,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, at the Office of Emer-
gency Management, 1170 N. Solano, Suite O, or accessed online
at www.donaanacounty.org/emergency

Comments on the plan should be directed to Michael Villa,
OEM coordinator, at 647-7901.

Car wash supports Boy's State

American Legion Post 10 will hold a charity car wash from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 19, at Families & Youth Inc., 1320
S. Solano Drive. A donation of $5 will benefit the boys from area
high schools who will be attending Boy’s State in Portales, N.M.,
this summer. Boy’s State is a week long course that teaches youth
how our government operates through hands-on training.

For more information, call Kevin Dasing at 640-7173.

Earthbuilders’ Guild meets

The Earthbuilders’ Guild is a trade organization based in
New Mexico dedicated to the betterment and advancement
of earthen construction of homes and commercial buildings
whose mission is preserving and promoting the age-old build-
ing methods of adobe, rammed earth and compressed earth
block construction. The monthly meeting of the board of di-
rectors will be held at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, May 19, at La Posta de
Mesilla. Anyone interested may contact Pat at 644-8099 or pat@
theearthbuildersguild.com.

For more information, visit www.theearthbuildersguild.
com.

Your Input Matters

ScoTtT A.

KRAHLING

DoRa ANA CouNTY COMMISSION
DistrICT 5
ScoTTFORCOMMISSIONER.COM
FAaceBook.coM/CoMMISSIONER.SCOTTKRAHLING

Paid for by Scott for Commissioner, Mary Lujan Treasurer

La Semilla presents ‘Ingredients’

La Semilla Food Center will present the first local screening
of “Ingredients,” a documentary about the local food move-
ment at 4 p.m. Saturday, May 19, at the Fountain Theatre, 2469
Calle de Guadalupe, in Mesilla. Tickets are $10 for the general
public and $5 for students.

La Semilla Food Center’s mission is to foster a healthy, fair,
and sustainable food system in the Paso del Norte region. The
group works with children, youth and families to improve ac-
cess to healthy foods, provide informed analysis and support
local farmers and economies.

All proceeds benefit La Semilla Youth Farm, a demonstra-
tion and educational site in Anthony, N.M.

Tickets may be purchased in advance from Mountain View
Market Co-op in Las Cruces, the UTEP Centennial Museum
and Gardens in El Paso, or by emailing lasemillafoodcenter@
gmail.com.

Program targets drinking

Power Talk 21, a Dona Ana County outreach program in-
tended to educate parents on the dangers of underage drinking
and provide useful information on how to talk to teens about
alcohol abuse, will be presented from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday,
May 19, at both Las Cruces Walmart locations. The event is
sponsored by the Dofia Ana County Health and Human Ser-
vices Department and the UP! Coalition.

Parents can get handbooks from Mothers Against Drunk
Driving that outline the dangers of underage drinking, the im-
portance of making good choices and how to communicate ef-
fectively as a family.

Eclipse viewing at Morningstar

The Astronomical Society of Las Cruces (ASLC) will present
a safe viewing of a partial solar eclipse at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, May
20, at Morningstar United Methodist Church, 2941 Morning
Star Drive.

In Las Cruces, the moon will block more than 90 percent of
the sun’s surface. Special solar eclipse glasses will be given to the
first 50 attendees. The public is warned that looking directly at
the sun without special eye protection can cause injury to the
eyes and blindness. A raffle will be held for items such as astron-
omy books, DVDs, observing aids and more. Tickets are $1.

Proceeds go to ASLC outreach and education programs.
Discounted memberships will be available at the event.

Candidate hosts tardeada

The Committee to elect Oscar Vasquez Butler for Senate
District 36 is sponsoring a Meet & Greet Tardeada from 2 to 5
p.m. Sunday, May 20, at Cha Chi’s Restaurant, 2460 Locust St.,
Suite A. Appetizers and beverages will be served. Attendees can
meet and ask questions of the candidate concerning issues that
affect the community.

For directions, call the restaurant at 522-7322.

Science Cafe is May 31

The Las Cruces Museum of Natural History, 700 N. Telshor
Ave., in Mesilla Valley Mall, will present Science Café at 5:30
p.m. Thursday, May 31.

C. Meghan Starbuck of the New Mexico State University De-
partment of Business and leader of the NMSU Energy Devel-
opment Initiative, will share from her studies of the economics
sustainable fuel sources. Attendees will learn about the impact
of increased gas prices and the drivers of change in fuels we use
and the increasing importance of biosystems for New Mexico
fuel production.

I know health insurance.
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Carol Nike
575-532-4830

2220 N. Telshor Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM
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of New Mexico
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Sigma Xi’s Science Café is presented by the International
Scientific Research Society, in cooperation with the Las Cruces
Museum of Natural History. The free café discussions present
explanations of recent research to advance greater public un-
derstanding and use of available science. Students and all those
seeking greater knowledge of current science are encouraged to
be at the Science Café.

Pro wrestling at WSMR

White Sands Missile Range will host International Champi-
onship Wrestling at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 23, at Bell Gym
(Building 236). Tickets can be purchased for $10 in advance
at Bell Gym, the WSMR Community Center (Bldg. 460) or the
Frontier Club (Bldg. 1330). Tickets may also be purchased at
the door for $15. All children under 10 years are free, but must
be accompanied by an adult. There will be no reserved seating.

For more information, call 678-3374.

Election classes offered

The Dona Ana County Bureau of Elections will coordinate
three upcoming classes for precinct judges and poll workers
who plan to work the June 5 primary elections.

The classes will be from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 18, and
Monday, May 25, in the Commission Chambers of the Dofia
Ana County Government Center, 845 N. Motel Blvd., and from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Sunday, May 24, at the Gadsden Community
Center, 1700 O’'Hara Road, in Anthony, N.M.

Under state statute, each precinct judge and poll worker
must attend a class to be certified to work the elections. All ma-
jor details of the elections process will be covered by Dona Ana
County Bureau of Elections personnel who will facilitate the
classes. The classes are open to anyone who wishes to attend.

Subject matter will include the processes for opening and
closing the polls, poll-worker duties and operation of comput-
ers and voting machines at the individual voting sites.

Preregistration is not required, but all attendees must sign
in before the class begins. Each person attending should bring
paper and a writing instrument with which to take notes.

For more information, call 647-7428.

Model plane fly-in May 26

The Mesilla Valley Model Airplane Club (MVMAC) will host
a fly-in event for scale aircraft from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
May 26, at the MVMAC flying site off Jornada Road.

Any modeler with a scale aircraft and an AMA membership
is welcome to participate. Pilot registration begins at 8:30 a.m.
A $10 entry fee includes a $6 ticket for use at the Jesse’s KC Bar-
becue truck that will be on-site. All non-flyers are welcome.

A map to the MVMAC flying site is available online at http://
mvmac.org/MVMAC_Jornada_Field_Street_Map.pdf .

To reach the event, take the Mesa Grande exit off of U.S.
Highway 70. Cross under Highway 70 and turn left on Bataan
Memorial West to Jornada Road.

Turn right on Jornada Road and follow it 7.2 miles past the
stone pillars to County Road D65. Turn right on D65 and fol-
low it 1.4 miles to the MVMAC flying site.

For more information, contact Jim Caldwell at jimsue77@
yahoo.com or 680-8195.

MVMAC general meetings are held at 7 p.m., the fourth
Wednesday of each month at Rawson’s Self Storage, 1103 N.
Solano Drive.
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Soviet space disasters

Gagarin, Komarov medals left on moon

New Mexico Museum of

SPACE HISTORY

Celebrating the Spirit of Exploration!

By Michael Shinabery

New Mexico Museum of Space History

The Lost Cosmonaut debate purports Yuri
Gagarin was not the first person in space.

On May 19, 1961, according to the web-
site forteantimes.com, two brothers in Turin,
Italy, intercepted a radio signal from a female
cosmonaut named “Ludmilla.” The 2008 story
quoted her alleged transmission: ““Talk to me!
I am hot! I am hot!”” Fortean Times stated “the
desperation in the woman’s voice was clear.”
She reported she could “‘see a flame!”” and
asked, “Am I going to crash?”” Shortly after the
“signal went dead.”

Fortean Times described the brothers, aged
20 and 23, as “ingenious” and “radio-mad.” In
1957, they first “hacked into both Russia’s and
NASA’s space programmes (sic) so effectively
that the Russians, it seems, may have wanted
them dead.”

The incident is one of numerous horrific
Cold War-era Soviet conspiracies. Included
among them is the death of Valentin Bond-
arenko, 24, a documented incident that occurred
two months before the unconfirmed Lost Cos-
monaut. On March 23, 1961, Bondarenko was
participating in an isolation exercise, locked in a
chamber and breathing a high oxygen content.
At some point he inadvertently “tossed ... cot-
ton dipped in alcohol” onto “a hot plate,” and
an inferno erupted, Michael Cassutt wrote in
“Who’s Who In Space: The First 25 Years.”

“The body was totally denuded of skin, the
head of hair; there were no eyes in the face,”
Dr. Vladimir Golyakhovsky wrote in “Russian
Doctor.” “But the patient was alive.”

Bondarenko died the next day.

“The entire incident, including the young
cosmonaut’s death and subsequent burial, was
suppressed by Soviet officials and not revealed
until a quarter of a century later,” said “Space-
flight: A Historical Encyclopedia Vol. 2.

On Oct. 24, 1960, as many as 300 engineers,

scientists and military members are believed to
have died when an R-7 rocket and ballistic missile
exploded at the Baikonur Cosmodrome at Tyura-
tum, Kazakhstan. Confirmed dead was Mitrofan
Nedelin, the Soviet chief marshal of artillery.

Known as the Nedelin Disaster, as well as
the Tyuratum Slaughter, the R-7 had already
suffered earlier “launch failures,” Harry Stine,
the New Mexico Museum of Space History’s
first curator, wrote in “ICBM: The Making of
the Weapon That Changed the World.”

The R-7, which launched Sputnik and So-
viet manned missions, used a volatile hypergol-
ic fuel made up of the liquid fuel and oxidizer
that, when combined, instantaneously ignites.

Countdown began on Oct. 23, but at
liftoff the rocket failed. Crews remained in the
blockhouse. Nedelin, however, feared Premier
Nikita Khruschchev’s “wrath,” Buzz Aldrin
and Malcolm McConnell wrote in “Men From
Earth.” So, around midnight, Stine said Nede-
lin ordered an inspection.

“Normally;” said “Almanac of Soviet Manned
Space Flight,” “the rocket would be drained of
propellants before repairs could begin.”

During the hazardous assessment one en-
gineer, Mikhail Yangel, “had a sudden urge for
a cigarette,” said “The Space Program Quiz &
Fact Book.” Since safety rules prohibited smok-
ing, “Yangel climbed down into a blockhouse.”
Stine said as Yangel lit up, “the R-7 blew up”

— coincidentally — vaporizing the victims. The
explosion illuminated the sky in a 62-mile cir-
cumference. That Yangel was in the blockhouse
saved his life, and in 1966 he became head of
the Russian space program after Sergei Korolev
died during a botched surgery.

The Soviets were extremely secretive regard-
ing Korolev and his role, simply referring to
him “as being the ‘Chief Designer Of Rocket-
Cosmic Systems’” said “The Soviet Manned
Space Program.” Numerous sources cited he
was responsible for designing the R-7 ICBM,
the Sputniks, and the Vostoks and Vosk-
hods that launched cosmonauts and the first
multiple-man crews.

After Leonid Brezhnev replaced Khrusch-
chev in an October 1964 coup, “Spaceflight: A
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Historical Encyclopedia” said “Korolev looked
forward to concentrating the efforts of his De-
sign Bureau on the Soviet Moon program.”

Korolev’s health, however, had suffered
since the late 1930s when, “at the height of
Stalin’s purges,” he was imprisoned in “concen-
tration camps in Siberia,” said russianspace-
web.com. He toiled “in a scientific labor camp,
where they designed aircraft and weapons in
support of the Allied war effort to defeat Nazi
Germany,” “The Handy Space Answer Book”
documented. The relentless pace of the space
race eroded his wellbeing even more. Aldrin
and McConnell said Korolev, on Jan. 14, 1966,
underwent what was at first believed to be
minor abdominal surgery.

“The Soviet minister of health, Boris
Petrovsky, personally operated on Korolev, even
though he had not practiced surgery for several
years. The surgical team discovered a malignant
tumor, and Petrovsky decided to remove it. They
weren’t prepared for a procedure of this scope.
Korolev suffered a severe hemorrhage and his
fragile cardiovascular system failed.”

A gruesome “tragedy that the Soviets did
not try to hide” occurred on April 23, 1967,
when Col. Vladimir Komarov launched
aboard Soyuz 1, said “Spaceflight: A Historical
Encyclopedia.” Before the mission, techni-
cians were forced to correct 203 faults in the
craft, leading Komarov to express “a sense of
foreboding,” David Shayler wrote in “Disasters
and Accidents in Manned Space Flight.” His

Col. Vladimir
Komarov was
buried in the
Kremlin wall,
4 shown here
at the funeral
as his wife
leans over his
memorial. The
website npr.
org has posted
a photograph
from the
Soviet Novosti
press agency
that shows
Komarov’s
charred remains
on display
before the
interment.
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New Mexico Space
History Museum

[ archives
premonition would prove valid as commu-
nications, electrical systems, and thrusters
repeatedly failed throughout the mission.

“The situation was apparently so serious
that Komarov’s family and Soviet Premier
(Alexei) Kosygin were rushed to mission con-
trol,” Cassutt said.

Komarov initiated manual emergency
landing procedures and oriented to “a ballistic
re-entry profile, which caused the vehicle to
spin rapidly,” “Spaceflight: A Historical Ency-
clopedia” said. He survived, miraculously, only
to experience parachute failure.

“Komarov, is about to, literally, crash full
speed into Earth, his body turning molten on
impact,” said npr.org. “As he heads to his doom,
U.S. listening posts in Turkey hear him crying
in rage, ‘cursing the people who had put him
inside a botched spaceship.”

Shayler said an investigation revealed the
chutes were incorrectly packed.

During a visit to the Soviet Union, NASA
astronaut Frank Borman met the widows of
Komarov and Gagarin (who died in a 1968
plane crash). The book “Soviet Rocketry” tells
how the women gave their husbands’ medals to
Borman who, “in turn, passed (them) on to the
Apollo 11 crew, who left them on the moon.”

Michael Shinabery is an education specialist and
Humanities Scholar with the New Mexico Museum
of Space History. Shinabery’s email is michael.
shinabery@state.nm.us.
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Drought declared

Gov. Susana Martinez has issued a formal
drought declaration for the entire state.

According to State Engineer Scott Verhines,
90 percent of New Mexico faced severe drought
conditions at some point during the past year,
with the remaining areas facing moderate
drought. The 2011 water year was also the sec-
ond driest on record.

“Drought conditions can create serious
problems for many New Mexico communities,
farms, ranches and open spaces,” Martinez
said. “Fire danger is high, water reservoirs run
low and, in some cases, we’ve seen towns like
Las Vegas take dramatic steps to reduce basic
water consumption in their residents’ homes
and businesses.

“In addition to the work we’re doing at the
state level to assist communities facing serious
drought conditions, I'm hopeful this declara-
tion will assist them in securing any available
federal funding as well.”

The drought declaration will also convene
the New Mexico Drought Task Force, led by
the state engineer, to examine ways the state
can prepare for and mitigate problems caused
by persistent drought conditions.

Sunland Park actions
questioned by auditor

State Auditor Hector Balderas announced
findings of a special audit of the City of Sun-
land Park Monday, May 14, that found con-
stitutional violations and numerous statutory
and regulatory violations in its fiscal affairs.

The findings also revealed possible criminal
violations related to the fraudulent misappro-
priation of public money.

Balderas recommended that the secretary
of the Department of Finance and Adminis-
tration (DFA) suspend officials of city man-
agement identified by the findings. He also
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recommended further investigation.

“I'm deeply troubled by the severity of the
audit’s findings, and I strongly recommend
that the secretary of Finance and Administra-
tion take aggressive action to restore the con-
fidence of the city’s citizens in its financial op-
erations,” Balderas said.

The 80-page special audit report contains
27 separate findings relating to the city’s dis-
bursements from the Border Crossing Fund,
procurement, budget, adjustments to utility
accounts, capital assets, cash and investments,
travel and per diem, the Fire Protection Fund
and compliance with the Open Meetings Act.

The special audit confirmed the fraudulent
misappropriation of public funds from the
city’s Border Crossing Fund by former Mayor
Pro Tem Daniel Salinas.

The audit’s findings show the city expended
$42,161.35 from the restricted Border Cross-
ing Fund as a result of fraudulent invoices sub-
mitted by EnviroSystems Management Con-
sultants Inc. (EMC) and the Diaz Consulting
Firm. Balderas said the money was used to pay
for prostitutes for Salinas and the city’s former
public information officer, Arturo Alba, dur-
ing a trip to Mexico.

The funds also were used to pay the costs
of a campaign video for Salinas and to pay a
private investigator who filmed a video used to
extort Salinas’ mayoral opponent.

The city violated the state procurement
code by hiring Frank Coppler as city attor-
ney without a competitive sealed bid process,
the audit found. The city has paid Coppler
$481,378 in legal fees.

The city violated the procurement code in
its award of a $2.4 million contract to EMC
without a sealed bid process, according to Bal-
deras. Once again, the money used was from
the Border Crossing Fund.

The city violated state law in fiscal year 2010
by exceeding its approved budgeted expendi-
tures for the Joint Utility Fund in the amount
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of $769,882.

Balderas said former City Manager Jaime
Aguilera and Salinas illegallly reduced custom-
ers’ utility billings. One bill was reduced from
$767 to $195.80. Auditors found no evidence
that the city manager reduced the bills based
on criteria approved by the City Council. In
July 2010, the City Council also forgave ap-
proximately $200,000 in utility bills for resi-
dential customers in violation of the Anti-Do-
nation Clause and state law.

Balderas said he will refer the findings of the
special audit to the appropriate oversight and
law enforcement agencies, including the gover-
nor, DFA, the Third Judicial District Attorney,
the State Police, the Tax Fraud Investigations
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Division of the Taxation and Revenue Depart-
ment, the Attorney General, the FBI, the U.S.
Attorney for the District of New Mexico and
the Legislative Finance Committee.

Balderas said he will work with the governor
and DFA to secure forensic auditing services as
part of the ongoing efforts to aggressively audit
the city’s finances and its officials.

Balderas commended Sunland Park Mayor
Pro Tem Isabel Santos for helping expedite the
public release of the special audit.

“I appreciate the mayor pro-tem’s com-
mitment to transparency,” Balderas said. “Em-
bracing the special audit’s reccommendations is
a positive step forward in improving the city’s
financial situation.”

CrimeStoppers
Knife used in robbery

Las Cruces Crime Stoppers is offering a
$1,000 reward for information that leads to
the identity and arrest of the man suspected
of committing an armed robbery at a con-
venience store on West Picacho Avenue.

At around 11:30 p.m. Sunday, May 6, a
man walked into the Circle K store at 617
W. Picacho Ave., and used a large knife to
threaten an employee. The suspect then
took an undisclosed amount of cash and
cigarettes.

The suspect is described as a white male
about 5 feet 5 inches tall. He was wearing
a gray hoodie with a plaid shirt covering
it, brown or khaki cargo shorts and black
shoes.

Be ready to make your
next move

MBAs designed for working professionals
mba.nmsu.edu

J\\J\Yj| College of Business

VMR 575-646-3836 ® 800-646-1901
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L27 CRIME STOPPERS

LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

If you have any information on the iden-
tity of the suspect, or any information that
may help solve this crime, you are asked to
call Las Cruces Crime Stoppers at 800-222-
TIPS (8477) or send a tip via text message
to LCTIPS (528477).

The Crime Stoppers number and text
messaging services are operational 24
hours a day and you do not have to give
your name to collect a reward.
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NIE

Continued from page A1

With each NIE, the massive operation gets
more complex to create real-world conditions
and situations, Army officials said. The current
exercise being referred to as NIE 12.2 has a
detailed scenario and many miles to cover.

The NIE scenario has a “foreign
government” unit pinned down by a cabal of
terrorists, insurgents and criminals in the San
Andres Mountains near the northwest border
of White Sands National Monument. Troops
have “deployed” from Fort Bliss onto the
missile range to travel to the conflict area and
return.

WSMR Commander Brig. Gen. John
Ferarri said NIE 12.2 will focus on testing
the systems as the troops travel over the long
distances and rough terrain that make up
much of the range. The range’s 3,000 square
miles can quickly become 5,000 square miles
with the cooperation of local ranchers and the
Lincoln National Forest — where some of the
last N1IE exercises were held to approximate the
elevation, terrain and foliage of Afghanistan.

With the range’s controls on air space and
sparse population, WSMR provides the ideal
location for the field testing, Ferarri said. Add
WSMR’s technologically skilled work force,
and there’s no better place for the NIE. “When
you take all of those factors into account, the
NIE can go nowhere else,” he said.

Ten weeks of planning have led to the six
weeks of NIE field exercises, during which
more than 30 systems and other products get
taken out and pushed to their limits.

One of those systems is the General
Dynamics-developed JTRS HMS Manpack
and Rifleman Radios and the Warfighter

Information  Network-Tactical ~ (WIN-T)
network,  which  provides  high-speed
communications for ground forces.

At the main command center on the range,
Col. Dave Miller said there is more to the NIE
than saving money and putting workable
technology in the hands of soldiers. It’s the
military’s attempt to give those soldiers the
same access to modern technology their
potential enemies posses. Large acquisitions
were made in slow, 10-year cycles before, he
said. Under NIE, new systems can be developed
within two years — with a stronger focus on
making them more flexible for updating than
replacement, he said.

Critical is the soldier feedback on how the
system or technology works — or doesn’t work
—in a battlefield setting, Col. Mike Harris said.
Soldiers can show developers in the field any
difficulties they are having and even offer
suggestions for improvements, he said.

The main backbone for communications
is a secured wireless communication system
that can send data and images along with
the more traditional radio communications,
said Col Dan Panell. An Internet model that
is proving useful are “chatrooms” in which
updates and observations are made much
like text messaging, he said. That is easier and
more reliable to track than multiple radio
communications, he said. Along with tracking
devices on all the vehicles and soldiers,
command has nearly real-time “situational
awareness” of operations, he said.

The new systems also have been responsive
to soldier feedback, Panell said. There is
more redundancy of systems — less of what
Panell calls “the Death Star Syndrome,” in
which everything may rely on one key piece
of equipment, but there could still be some
consolidation of the large master computer
screens in the field commands, he said.
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School

Continued from page A1

she was able to master English, which led her to getting a teach-
ing degree at the University of New Mexico. She eventually was
an administrator of Albuquerque Public Schools programs for
students needing help with their English.

By the time the new school opens in August, Porter said the
goal is to start with about 200 students between the ages of 14
and 18. There will be seven bilingually certified teachers in core
content areas — science, social studies, English, math, English as
a Second Language, special education and physical education.

Porter is currently interviewing interested teachers.

School hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day for the high-schoolers, Porter said. The school — located in
the former Las Cruces Furniture building on the south end of
Downtown Main Street that is now being re-opened — will be
open until 10 p.m. to offer night classes for adults seeking to
learn English or to finish their education if language was the
primary barrier.

Porter said some people believe there will be a charge for the
adult classes, which isn’t the case. Funded by the state Public
Education Department, the school’s adult classes are offered at
no charge, she said.

The school’s instruction will have a strong English im-
mersion approach, said local governance board President Ben
Dominguez.

New to New Mexico

The New America School was founded in Colorado in 2004
with two campuses in Denver. Now there are four campuses in
Colorado and the Las Cruces school will be the second campus
in New Mexico.

The target population for New America Schools is new im-
migrant students not enrolled, and English language learners
who are not succeeding in traditional high schools. Porter said
the school is not exclusively for learning English and those who
meet the requirements can earn their diploma.

“T've already heard from some parents who are attracted to
the smaller class,” Porter said.

The school will feature a “Newcomer Center,” in which stu-
dents spend four hours as day in intensive English instruction.

The school’s instruction follows New Mexico state standards,
Porter said, and has a strong focus on “scaffolded” learning, in
which teachers build on concepts to reinforce them in several
different ways, according to the New America School website.

Porter spent the past academic year working at the New
America charter school in Albuquerque. There she saw whole
families taking English classes — the children in the daytime, the
parents at night classes. One young man who was only a few
credits short of graduating got his high school diploma through
the New America School, which he attended without telling
anybody else in his family until he completed school, she said.

“I could see just how powerful the school can be,” she said.

Mary Jane Garcia

DEMOCRATIC STATE SENATOR
DISTRICT 36

Mary Jane Garcia
A Champion for the People.

Promoting Jobs
Economic Growth
Excellence in Education
www.SenatorMaryJaneGarcia.com

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Mary Jane Garcia - Margie Garza, Treasurer
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Estella Gonzalez, 15, and her
grandmother Rebecca Ramirez
listen to information about
the New America Charter
School from its principal,
Margarita Porter, Saturday,
May 12, at Pro’s Ranch Market.
The new charter school is for
both high school students

and adults to master English.
Gonzalez attends Las Cruces
High School, but she said she
has adult family members

- such as her grandmother
—who could benefit from
going to the new school being
built on the south end of
Downtown Main Street.

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson

LITHIA MOTORS IS BRINGING DODGE BACK TO LAS CRUCES!
We are looking for exceptional people to staff our newest store!

WE HAVE POSITIONS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
» Sales Management = Sales = Parts
= ServiceTechnician = Detailer = Office/Clerical

COME TO THE ULTIMATE HIRING EVENT

WHEN: May 22" and 23¢ WHERE: Hilton Garden Inn
9am - 6 pm 2550 S. Don Roser Dr.
Las Cruces, NM

VISIT US AT LITHIACAREERS.COM

Search for Las Cruces and complete a profile today!

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT:
Mary Ann Mason T:720-381-6256

Regional Personnel Manager E: mamason(@lithia.com

SLITHIA 5
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Onate student wins scholarship

Sophomore is one of two
in the state to earn awards

Onate High School sophomore Lydia Harrison is one of two
New Mexico students to win a 2012 What Drives You? Jiffy Lube
Your Turn Behind the Wheel scholarship.

Harrison, the daughter of Rovena Harrison of Las Cruces,
will receive a $2,000 award and will be featured this fall on Jifty
Lube scholarship posters and their website, OHS counselor Lisa
McVann said.

“Lydia focused her essay on her passion to become a kin-
dergarten or elementary school teacher,” McVann said. “Lydia
is also considering becoming a speech pathologist. Lydia volun-
teered at a day care this last summer and realized that she loved

home
sweet

being around kids. She would like to approach education in a
way that allows students to engage with their environment.”

Harrison is presently taking Pre-Teaching II at OHS, and is
receiving field experience with kindergarten teacher Elizabeth
Johnson at Sonoma Elementary School.

Harrison plans to attend New Mexico State University after
she graduates, McVann said.

Harrison also is on the OHS volleyball team and is a mem-
ber of the Royal Knight Regiment Color Guard.

McVann said Jiffy Lube will interview Harrison this summer.
“There will be a photo shoot along with a video blurb about her
essay,” McVann said. “She plans to do the video at the day care
she volunteered at.”

Jiffy Lube began the What Drives You educational and schol-
arship program in 2003 and a total of $235,000 in scholarships
has been awarded to 143 students to date.

savings

L] ‘ L3
New Mexico Homeowners Qualify

for Home Energy Rebates

" Evaporative Co ha?

$300 or $500 Rebate

Refrigerated Air-Conditioning
| $200-$600 Rebate per Unit

Solar Screens
$1/sq. ft. Rebate

Insulation

Insulation for ceiling, floor or wall.
Rebates vary depending on heating
system and starting R-value.

It's Easy!
Go to epelectric.com and see if
your project is eligible.

Do it yourself or call a contractor
(your choice).

Download the rebate form at
epelectric.com and follow the
simple checklist.

Commercial Rebates
and Incentives
Available for businesses.
Visit epelectric.com for more
information or call the number below.

Questions?

Call 575-523-3570
or visit epelectric.com.

7
_OMmpay

El Paso Electric

I
'
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson
Olivia and Bob Ogas are enjoying being back in their
home in Mesilla after spending weeks in Albuquerque
hospitals when the retired Mayfield High School
principal was stricken with a hemorrhagic stroke in
March. Ogas is recovering well.

Continued from page A1

“At first, he couldn’t walk, he couldn’t talk,” said his wife,
Olivia Ogas.

“It was the weirdest feeling I've ever had — not just weird, but
frustrating,” Bob Ogas said.

Ogas is very active in the Las Cruces Breakfast Optimist
and RodRunners clubs. His friends rallied to put on the annual
Wheels of Dreams car show and he also has been a key orga-
nizer of summer all-star baseball tournament in Las Cruces,
which has now been renamed Bob Ogas North/South All-Start
Baseball Classic.

Now back home and attending regular therapy to continue
regaining his walking and talking abilities, Ogas said he feels
odd about the honor, noting that he has always had many peo-
ple putting on the all-star event.

Ogas said the idea for the tournament came out of conversa-
tions with Al Sutton, a high school baseball coach out Alamog-
ordo in the early 1970s. The only way the state’s coach associa-
tion would agree to sanctioning an all-star baseball tournament
was if it wouldn’t cost the organization anything, Ogas said.

That’s when he pulled in the sponsorship of the local Opti-
mist Club and the north-south games have become a summer
staple, often visited by coaches from junior colleges looking for
talented players. Similar all-star tournaments have since sprung
up around the state for different sports using the Las Cruces
model.

Ogas is just starting to get caught up on thanking all those
who sent their wishes and prayers.

“I didn’t know I had that many friends,” he said.

In 2005, Ogas retired a Mayfield High School’s principal fol-
lowing a battle of wills with then Superintendent Louis Martinez
in which his supporters sported “Viva Ogas” bumper stickers that
can still be found on cars in Las Cruces. He had been Mayfield’s
principal since 1991, its assistant principal since 1985 and was a
longtime business teacher and coach at the high school.

Ogas is originally from Silver City, where he met and mar-
ried his wife of 50 years. Happy to be home, Ogas said he also
beginning to attend meeting of the clubs, but he not yet up to
organizing events. In addition to physical therapy, Ogas also has
therapy to hone his cognitive thinking skills, which he jokes was
probably lacking even before the stroke.

If the affable Ogas is once again cracking jokes, then that’s a
good a sign as any that he’s on the mend.

Commemorative New Mexico
Centennial Coins - only $10!

Limited Quantity Available at: o
it eas cruces 840N, Telshor Blvd. Suite E
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon. - Fri.

Bulletin 575-524-8061
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Tribute to falleﬁce}‘s

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Jim Hilley
A horse-drawn carriage loaded with a flag-draped casket was part of a memorial procession on El
Paseo Road Tuesday, May 12, to honor peace officers killed in the line of duty. A memorial service
at the Las Cruces Convention Center followed the procession. Active-duty military personnel
from southern New Mexico who have died in the line of duty in the past year were also honored
during the service. The events were part of Peace Officers’ Memorial Day and National Police
Week. The Doira Ana County Sheriff’s Department also a held candlelight vigil Monday, May 14,
to honor Dona Ana County’s fallen officers and emergency workers outside the Dona Ana County
Government Center, 845 N. Motel Blvd.

News | A15

Scholarships awarded

AN
K SU

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Rafael Torres
The Las Cruces Optimist Club awarded scholarships to five
graduating seniors at local high schools that may be used to
attend New Mexico State University or Dofia Ana Community
College in the next academic year. The scholarships, all at least
$500 were awarded to Crystal Juarez of Las Montanas High
School, Zoey Price of Mayfield High School, Analicia Alvarez of
Onate High School, Samuel Garcia of Las Montanas and Mari
Aguilar of Las Cruces High School.

w Join Gym Magic in Celebrating our SN[ N[EATTACeX: T [ ko).
20th Year of Summer Programs! PL€T=r= 188\ AV N (=139 (CX55

Samps-4-Kids

May 29 - Aug 10 Camps for'3-5'yrs & 6 and Up!

$79/Week for. AM or. PM. e All Day All WeekONLY: $1 58 + tax ElexibleiTimesio Affordable Pricing/e!SafeiSupervised/Fun

New Times for Camps: SUMMER SWIM:

HOURS/OPTIONS FULL WEEK DAILY
NEW AM Camps 8:30 a.m.-Noon $79 per week $20 per day
NEW PM Camps 1-4:30 p.m. $79 per week $20 per day
All Day Camps 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. $158 per week $39 per day

NEW 40 MINUTE CLASS STRUCTURE
& SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY TUITIONS:

(All Day campers bring sack lunches or order from our concessions. No additional fee for the noon hour.) Water Babies: $48 per month or $72 per month

**New Instructional Camps for Gymnastics, Dance, Cheer & Swim; Instructional half-day camps are $99 per week.
Pre & Post Camps Available!

o ™

Su.m.mer_S.m.m_Lessons_cT:‘ LA

Ages 6 months & Up

(for twice a week)

3 Years & up: $56 per month or $84 per month

(for twice a week)

EXH S

Summer 2 Week Sessions or Once/Twice a Week Lessons! 1st Session: May 29 to June 7 (Closed May 28; Add Fri. June 1)
Our 2 week sessions offer 8 weeks of our carefully constructed progressive swim 2nd Session: June 11 to June 21
lessons condensed into 2 weeks. Classes meet Monday through Thursday except 3rd Session: June 25 to July 6 (Closed July 4; Add Fri. July 6)
on holiday weeks where Friday classes are added to make-up the holiday closure. 4th Session: July 9 to July 19

5th Session: July 23 to August 2

Register Today! Call 575.523.1616 Learn More Online! www.GymMagic.com
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Primaries: House of Representatives District 52

Name: Doreen Gallegos

Position seeking: House
Representative District 52

Party: Democratic
Age: 43
Political experience: Member

of the Central Committee for the
Democratic Party of New Mexico

Professional background:
Executive director Mesilla Valley Court
Appointed Special Advocates (10 years)
and social worker

Education: Master’s and bachelor’s
degrees in social work from New
Mexico State University

Family: Husband Adolfo Gallegos and
son Nicolas, 8

Organizations, affiliations:
Member — National Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA), Hispanic-
Latino Board, Citizens Review Advisory
Committee, Childrens Foster Care
Committee

Amount of time lived in
District: Eight to 10 years

Amount of time lived in Las
Cruces: 20 years

Hobbies: Family activities, especially
supporting son’s participation in karate

What do you believe are the
key issues in this race?

e Economic opportunity (jobs)

e Access to health care

e Education

Solar will...

Las Cruces Bulletin

r

How will you approach solving
these issues?

We need to continue to look for
economic opportunities that are “out
of the box.” Access to health care has
a huge impact to families. I've known
many people who work fulltime,

but it is still too expensive to get
health insurance. Schools need to be
adequately funded so classroom sizes
are reasonable.

Why are you the best
candidate?

| want to make sure the most people
are getting served. | have a true
investment in the community and I've
worked in the trenches for 20-plus
years to make things better. | have a
proven track record.

REL ¢ -y

Your Electric Bill!

The Renewable Energy Credit

(REC) pays you 10 cents for

every kilowatt your solar panels
produce, providing you a fast

system payback. But hurry,
the rate changes for new

systems after June 30, so REC

your electric bill TODAY!
\_._

OILL ¥

-

A

%* Always connected, electricity day and night
#* Combined 40% state and federal tax credits
#* Replace your monthly bill with a check from the

electric company

#* Your ONLY local solar installer

A
A

642 S. Alameda Blvd. » Las Cruces 4 4 4

www.SunspotSolar.com ¢ (575) 541-3533y
o

SUNSPOT

solar energy

CALL FOR
YOUR FREE
SOLAR
EVALUATION

Name: Andrew Moralez

Position seeking: House of
Representatives District 52

Party: Democratic
Age: 41

Political experience: Constituent
representative for Gov. Bill Richardson,
Camino Real Regional Utility Board,
past executive director for the state
Border Authority, Gadsden school
board, past Sunland Park city manager

Professional background:
Government, sales and retail
management and strategic
management consultant

Education: Bachelor’s degree in
marketing from New Mexico State
University

Family: Daughter Eileen, 14

Organizations, affiliations:
Volunteer for the Gadsen High School
tennis team

Amount of time lived in
District: All my life, except the first
three years in Oklahoma and Texas

Which community do you live
in: Anthony, N.M.

Hobbies: Tennis, horseback riding

Friday, May 18, 2012

What do you believe are the
key issues in this race?

e Water rights

e Election reform

e Resources for after school programs

How will you approach solving
these issues?

I will work with the federal
government and State Engineer’s
Office to make sure the small-tract
farmer gets access to a fair share of
irrigation water.

Why are you the best
candidate?

I have experience with making
government work for its constituents
at the state and local levels. | know
budgets.

Editor’s note: Early voting began Tuesday, May 8, and the Las Cruces
Bulletin has been running profiles on contested primary races in Dofia

VOTE
EARLY

Ana County. This week, we are rerunning state House District 52
(above) to correct some previously published information and includ-
ing County Commission District 5 incumbent Leticia Duarte Benavidez

(page A17) who was unable to respond to previous requests for a profile
due to a family emergency. The primary election date is Tuesday, June 3.

HE IS CAREFUL
WITH YOUR DOLIAR

JOHN ARTHUR

SMITH

STATE SENATE
DISTRICT 35

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT JOHN ARTHUR SMITH e P.0. BOX 998 | DEMING, NM 88031
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Primaries: County Commission District 5

News | A17

Watch programs. Crimes have become such a problem in certain parts
of the county that a task force should be formed to help the Sheriff’s
Department concentrate putting his deputies where they are most
needed. Since redistricting has included more the county outside of city
limits, | am hearing a lot of concerns about infrastructures, especially
the conditions of roads. On the Crisis Triage Center, | have always been
very supportive of its creation to provide more professional services for
those people struggling with mental iliness who get in trouble with the
law, instead of being taken to the detention center.

Name: Leticia Duarte Benavidez

Position seeking: Dofia Ana County
Commission District 5

Party: Democratic

Age: 55

Political experience: Completing first four-
year term on the County Commission

Professional background: 25 years working
for Dofla Ana County government, retiring as

a grants administrator, with experience as a
supervisor and interim director of the county’s
Section 8 Housing Authority

Why are you the best candidate?

My 25 years with the county gives me the insight of county internal
operations and my four years on the commission has broadened my
experience to have good understanding of the issues countywide.

Education: Bachelor’s degree in social work and
an associate degree in police science from New
Mexico State University

Family: Husband Charlie and two adult
daughters

Organizations, affiliations: Member - NAACP

Amount of time lived in District: Lifelong
resident

Hobbies: Family activities, walking and reading

What do you believe are the key issues in
this race?

e Public safety

e Roads and infrastructure

e Crisis Triage Center

How will you approach solving these
issues?

In the area of crime and public safety, I've been
holding community meetings and working with
the Sheriff's Department on their concerns. We
need to expand and improve the Neighborhood

Bike to Work Day event planned

Cyclists from all over the area will meet in front of City Hall
at 7:15 a.m. Friday, May 18, to celebrate Bike to Work Day.

The first 50 riders will receive free T-shirts. Route maps
will be handed out. Cyclists will ride from City Hall on a bike-
friendly route to Spirit Winds Coffee Bar. From there, cyclists
will ride to work.

Bike to Work Day is part of National Bicycle Month held
each year in May.

Because Las Crucens enjoy over 300 days of sunshine per
year and warm temperatures, many individuals choose to ride
their bicycles as a primary form of transportation. The City of
Las Cruces supports bicycling in the community and encour-
ages everyone to “Share the Road.”

Beyer announces candidacy

Las Cruces attorney Marci Beyer has announced her candi-
dacy for district judge in Dofia Ana County.

Beyer said she has a broad range of experience in law, in-
cluding criminal prosecution, criminal defense and civil law. In
recent years she has emphasized family law and domestic rela-
tions law.

Beyer said she believes that families and children are an im-
portant factor in almost every case decided by the court, es-
pecially in the domestic relations court, where she hopes to be
working.

“Putting families first” is both the theme of her campaign
and the attitude with which she will approach her work, Beyer
said.

“I love Dofia Ana County and I want to enhance the quality
of justice here by working for the community as a compassion-
ate, respectful and knowledgeable judge,” she said.

Beyer has lived with her family in New Mexico for 20 years
and is familiar with the people and their concerns. She said
her life history combined with her legal experience make her
uniquely knowledgeable about the sophisticated legal questions
that are presented in New Mexico’s courts.

Beyer said she looks forward to earning the community’s
support during the upcoming election and through her work
on the court.

For information about the campaign, call 526-2101

Where will YOU vote?
A donde vas a votar?

Voting Information

In 2011, the State of New Mexico and Dofia Ana County
were required by law to redistrict. This process resulted in
numerous changes, including the renumbering of precincts,
creation of new precincts, adjustments to precinct
boundaries and changes in state house, senate, county

commission, municipal and local school district boundaries,

as well.

Beginning with the June 5, 2012 Primary Election Dofia Ana
County will change from precinct based voting on Election
Day to Voting Convenience Centers. As a registered voter
in Dofa Ana County you will be able to cast your ballot on
Election Day at any one of the locations listed to the right.

Informacion de Votaciéon

En 2011, el Estado de Nuevo México y el Condado de Dofia
Ana fueron obligados por ley hacer nuevos distritos. Este
proceso dio lugar a numerosos cambios, incluyendo la
nueva numeracion de los precintos, la creacion de nuevos
recintos, los ajustes a los limites del recinto y cambios en
la Camera del Estado, EI Senado, la comision del condado,
municipales y locales y en los limites del distrito escolar,
también. Comenzando con las elecciones primarias el 5 de
Junio 2012 el Condado de Dofia Ana cambiara el sistema de
votacion. En ves de tener zonas de votacion el Condado de
Donfa Ana usara centros de votacion de conveniencia. Como
votante registrado en el Condado, usted podra emitir su voto
el dia de elecciones en cualquiera de los lugares indicados a
la derecha.

Important Dates (Fechas Importantes)

May 19 - Early In Person Voting begins

June 2 at 6 locations around the county
Votacion temprana en persona comienza
en 6 lugares en el condado
Primary Voting begins
at Voter Convenience Centers
Elecciones primarias comienzan en
centros de votacion conveniencia

June 5 -

For further information including May 19 early in person voting
locations, please visit our website donaanacounty.org and click on

“Elections” or call us at (575) 647-7428.

Para mas informacion, incluyendo los lugares de votacién temprana
en persona comenzando el 19 de mayo, visite donaanacounty.org y

haga clic en "Elections" o lldmenos en (575) 647-7428.

Lynn Ellins

Doiia Ana County Clerk

vcc ( Vote at ANY Voting Convenience Center)

ANTHONY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
609 Church St « Anthony
BERINO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
92 Shrode Road ¢ Berino
BRANIGAN LIBRARY
200 E Picacho Ave ¢ Las Cruces
CAMINO REAL MIDDLE SCHOOL
2961 Roadrunner Pkwy ¢ Las Cruces
CHAPARRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL
290 Lisa Dr « Chaparral
CORBETT CENTER - NMSU
NMSU 2nd Floor Gallery ¢ Las Cruces
DAC GOVERNMENT CENTER
845 N Motel Blvd « Las Cruces
DEL CERRO COMMUNITY CENTER
180 La Fe Ave « Mesquite
DESERT HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
280 Roadrunner Pkwy ¢ Las Cruces
DESERT VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1105 Valle Vista ¢ Sunland Park
DONA ANA COMMUNITY CENTER
5745 Ledesma Dr ¢ Dofia Ana
EAST PICACHO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
4450 N Valley Dr « Las Cruces
FAIRACRES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
4501 W Picacho Ave ¢ Las Cruces
GADSDEN HIGH SCHOOL
6301 Highway 28 « Anthony
GARFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
8820 Highway 187 « Garfield
GOOD SAMARITAN SOCIAL CENTER
3011 Buena Vida Circle « Las Cruces
GRACE COVENANT CHURCH
3111 N Main St « Las Cruces
HATCH HIGH SCHOOL
170 E Herrera ¢ Hatch
JORNADA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
3400 Elks Dr « Las Cruces
LA UNION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
875 Mercantile Ave » Anthony
LAS ALTURAS FIRE STATION
4145 Cholla Dr « Las Cruces
LAS CRUCES HIGH SCHOOL
1755 El Paseo Road ¢ Las Cruces
LYNN MIDDLE SCHOOL
950 S Walnut St « Las Cruces
MAYFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
1955 Valley Dr  Las Cruces
MESILLA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2363 Calle del Sur  Las Cruces
MESILLA PARK RECREATION CENTER
304 W Bell Ave ¢ Las Cruces
NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
20 Holy Cross Road ¢ Las Cruces
NM FARM AND RANCH MUSEUM
4100 Dripping Springs Road ¢ Las Cruces
NORTH VALLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
300 Cascade Ave « San Miguel
ONATE HIGH SCHOOL
5700 Mesa Grande ¢ Las Cruces
ORGAN FIRE STATION
5816 3rd St * Organ
RADIUM SPRINGS COMMUNITY CENTER
12060 LB Lindbeck Road  Las Cruces
RINCON FIRE STATION
255 Harland St « Rincon
SANTA TERESA MIDDLE SCHOOL
4800 McNutt Road « Santa Teresa
SIERRA MIDDLE SCHOOL
1700 Spruce ¢ Las Cruces
SONOMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
4201 Northrise Dr « Las Cruces
SUNRISE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
5300 Holman Road ¢ Las Cruces
UNIVERSITY HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2005 S Locust * Las Cruces
VISTA MIDDLE SCHOOL
4465 Elks Dr ¢ Las Cruces
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NMSU ag video seeks
to taste world notice

Online vote could earn graduate students
peer recognition for showcasing research

Graduate students in the Department of
Animal and Range Sciences at New Mexico
State University have entered a video compe-
tition showcasing how NMSU is feeding the
world through agriculture —
and now they need your help.

If you take a few minutes
to watch the video posted on
YouTube and “like” them, the
students could win a cash
prize and international recog-
nition among their peers.

The Animal and Range Sci-
ences Graduate Student As-

proud of
our graduate

it will show that you are promoting the state and
the university,” she said. “If you take the time to
vote, this video is going to be seen at the Joint
Annual Meeting (JAM) of the American Society
of Animal Science this summer
and everyone in attendance is
going to see NMSU.”

More than 2,000 univer-
sity professors, students and
researchers attend JAM each
summer. The conference pro-
vides an opportunity for ag-
ricultural experts to meet and
share information and new

I am

sociation spent weeks earlier Stlldents research ideas.

this year, filming and editing . Quinn said NMSU chose
video for their piece “How taklng on the to use the theme “feeding the
NMSU’s Animal & Range Sci- . world” as a way to demon-
ences Department is Feeding strate the importance of agri-
the World,” sponsored by the p I‘O) ect. culture to our survival.
American Society of Animal “I really think this video
Science. Watch their video at highlights NMSU and how
www.youtube.com/watch?v=- TIM ROSS_ much we play a role in animal
vxsWmwv5aA. The deadline NMSU interim agriculture,” she said. “More

for voting is June 1.

To “like” the video, you
must have either a YouTube account or a gmail
account. Kelsey Quinn, who spearheaded the
video project with the graduate students in the
department, said if a person does not already
have an account, it is well worth the time to
sign up for an account in order to vote.

“From an NMSU standpoint, the main reason
youshould go onlineand ‘like’ the video isbecause

department head

than anything, it promotes
how universities play a role in
the overall picture of feeding people around
the world.”

Through this video, Quinn said students
tried to emphasize that NMSU is helping not
only the local community, but also the region
as well as communities on a national and in-
ternational scale.

The video highlights different events that

The Dona Ana County
Assessor

Invites you to our community meeting for an introduction
to the understanding of your title transfers.

Wednesday May 23,2012
[ 1:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Government Center
located at 845 N. Motel Blvd.

My commitment to our community continues with this meeting
as | provide an introduction to understanding your property assessment
and the process for protesting your property valuation. | will be available
to answer any questions or concerns regarding your property valuations.

Jrgavia

County Assessor

N

-y

Community Meeting for

Property Owners

For more information or questions
please call our office 575-647-7400

www.donaanacounty.org/assessor
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New Mexico State University photo by Audry Olmsted

Kelsey Quinn reviews the video, “NMSU is feeding the world,” that has been entered
into a competition with the American Society of Animal Science. The winning video
will be chosen by the number of “likes” it receives in an Internet competition.

occur through the department, as well as out-
reach efforts and collaborations around the
world.

Tim Ross, interim department head of ani-
mal and range sciences, said NMSU and the
College of ACES (Agricultural, Consumer and
Environmental Sciences) is a well-kept secret.
The video, he said, can be directed to the gener-
al public, livestock and rangeland clientele and
legislators through websites and social media as
a way to expose many people to what the col-
lege does and how the department’s programs
impact animal and rangeland industries.

“I am proud of our graduate students for
taking on the project,” he said. “This project

Yy s

N

>

brings attention to the scope of our research,
teaching and outreach programs which are not
limited by borders.”

The winning video will be determined
based on the number of “likes” it receives on
YouTube. The top prize includes $1,250.

Quinn said the prize money would be used
by the graduate students for travel expenses to
various conferences they attend throughout the
year, such as JAM, the Society for the Study of
Reproduction Meeting, the Equine Science So-
ciety Meeting and the Society for Range Man-
agement meeting.

The American Society of Animal Science
owns the copyright to the video.
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Danger
lurks for
players

Jim Hilley
Deflections

The last week of the college baseball
season is fraught with danger.

College final exams have already
taken place — no longer are the play-
ers loaded down with time-consuming
activities, such as studying and attending
class, to keep them out of trouble.

I am sure it gives baseball coaches a
few extra grey hairs.

College baseball players are, after all,
just a bunch of late teens and early 20-
somethings.

There must be a law of physics that
goes something like this: Kids plus free
time equals trouble.

Baseball players running around
town with nothing to do? Sounds like
trouble, right here in River City.

With a capitol “T” and that rhymes
with “G” and that stands for golf.

“Silly things,” Ward said. “Like you
have to worry about players going out
and playing golf”

Perhaps Ward has a recurring night-
mare that goes like this:

Ace reliever: “Coach, I hurt my
throwing arm yesterday.”

Coach: “How did you do that?”

Ace reliever: “Well, I went golfing.”

Coach: “Oh, did you putt a little too
hard and hurt your elbow?”

Ace reliever: “No. It happened when I
was driving.”

Coach: “You throw a 90-mile an hour
fastball and you hurt your arm swinging
a golf club?”

Ace reliever: “No, I was driving the
golf cart.”

Coach: “Driving the golf cart?”

Ace reliever: “Well, when the third-
baseman fell off the roof, the catcher
stepped on my arm trying to get out of
the cart before it careened into the lake”

Coach: “Anybody else hurt?”

Ace reliever: “The starting pitcher cut
his thumb on one of those spiny catfish.”
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Aggies are still in WAC hunt

NMSU needs to sweep SJSU, get help from Hawai‘i

By Jim Hilley

Las Cruces Bulletin

New Mexico State University Baseball
Coach Rocky Ward doesn’t believe his baseball
team is in a slump, despite the fact the Aggies
had only won two of their last 10 games (as of
Thurssday, May 17).

“We played Baylor at Baylor,” he said. “We
played poorly at home against Texas Tech and
we played one of the most difficult teams in
the country to play on the road at Hawaii”

Ward has a point. Baylor is rated no lower
than seventh in any current baseball poll, and
Hawai‘i is halfway across the Pacific Ocean and
has a 24-11 record at home.

The coach is willing to admit that the Aggies
have not been playing their best baseball lately.

“Through the stretch, we haven’t played
great baseball,” he said. “Traditionally, we
struggled in Hawai‘i — as most teams do — and
traditionally we have struggled against Fresno.

“I was disappointed in our effort (against
Fresno State) even though we did win a great
baseball game in the doubleheader Saturday,
a 12-inning, 2-1 game in which we played
outstanding baseball. We just didn’t play well
enough in the other two.”

Only a few weeks ago New Mexico State :
(32-20, 8-7 Western Athletic Conference) was P
rated in the top-25 for four weeks in a row and
at one time posted a 14-game winning streak.
The Aggies seemed to be destined for a NCAA
at-large bid even if they failed to win the West-
ern Athletic Conference Tournament May 23-
27 in Mesa, Ariz.

Ward said the Aggies RPI rating is still good
enough for an at-large bid, but the Aggies need
to finish well in league play to solidify their
chances at a bid.

“Our RPI is very high, so we can qualify for
the tournament through our RPI but that is not
the only criteria they use,” he said. “One of the

- i-r f

criteria they use is how you finish in the league.
“It’s pretty important that we finish first of
See Aggies on page A21

A lot to like in high school sports &

Centennial to change competitive landscape

By Craig Massey

Las Cruces Bulletin

Schools winning the state championship in

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Zak Hansen

Adgie shortstop Bryce Griffin swings at a pitch during the Aggies’ 14-7 loss to Fresno
State, Saturday, May 12, at Presley Askew Field.

football for the first time in the young program’s
history. After winning the Class A title, head
coach Charles Gleghorn took the head
coaching job at Hobbs and was replaced this
spring by former Mayfield head coach Mike
Draper.

Mayfield and Las Cruces High once again
qualified for the state football playoffs. y
Mayfield came close to yet another state '
championship, but fell to Cleveland, 42-28, 7
in the title game.

The city’s first state champions didn’t
come until February when Las Cruces
High School wrestler Gabriel Castillo won
it all in the 152-pound division. Castillo
defeated Jimmy Quintela of Carlsbad 13-7
in the championship match and had a
42-4 record as a senior.

Also in February, Las Cruces High
School’s swim team won gold when the

Coach: “That’s just great.”

Ace reliever: “At least it’s not his
throwing arm, coach.”

Luckily, Ward has the perfect way to
prevent team tomfoolery from breaking
out among his young athletes.

A road trip.

“We go on the road for 12 days
straight now,” Ward said. “We are basi-
cally on the road for the rest of the year.

“Its probably a good time for that,
think that sometimes after school’s out,
being at home is not necessarily a good
thing.

“At least when you are on the road
you can structure their time, so, I am
kind of happy that we’re finishing the
year out on the road.”

Just make them leave their golf clubs
at home.

The 2011-12 school year has ended for the city’s high
school sports teams, and while there may not have been
as many state champions as in years past, there was a lot
to like about the accomplishments this year.

“It was another good year,” said Las Cruces Public
Schools Athletics Director Ernest Viramontes. “Every-
body went to the state tournaments in the majority of
sports. And it’s exciting starting a new high school.”

Centennial High School will open its doors and
begin competition at the Class 4A level in August, but
the school has already begun hiring coaches.

Head coaches hired so far this spring include Al
Rosen for volleyball, Aaron Ocampo for football,
Steve Heredia for boys basketball, Lori Selby for girls
basketball, Mike Montoya for cross country, Daniel
Loya for boys soccer and Oscar Mendoza for girls
soccer.

Viramontes said the Hawks’ wrestling coach and
coaches for the spring sports will be hired in the com-
ing weeks.

The school year began with Mesilla Valley Christian

Onate High School’s Andrew Keppler is

See 2011-12 on page A21 the state champion in the pole vault.
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2012 Home Schedule

Aug. 30 vs. Sac State

Sept. 22 vs. New Mexico (State Centennial)
Sept. 29 vs. UTSA (Tough Enough to Wear Pink)
Oct. 27 vs. Louisiana Tech (Homecoming)

Nov. 10 vs. San Jose State (Military Appreciation
Dec. 1 vs. BYU (Fan Appreciation/Senior Day)

Season Ticket Pricing

B $117.00 B $ 45.00

B $72.00 B $45.00

] $50.00 B Students/Band

PLUS $10 PER ORDER HANDLING FEE
: -

: o J

I ATHLETIC
CENTER

www.NMStateSports.com ? NMSU Athletics
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A strong start at

Las Cruces Bulletin

Vaqueros’ opening weekend

Photos by Nicolas Bafales

Las Cruces Vaqueros' pitcher Mike Jackson
earned the win in the Vaqueros’ 26-13 win
over the White Sands Pupfish Sunday, May
13, at Apodaca Park. The Vaqueros swept
the series against the Pupfish and were 4-0
in Pecos League Play as of May 16.

2011-12

Continued from page A19

400-yard freestyle relay team won the state championship.
The team was made up of Moranda Madero, Lauren Salas,
Josi Gabaldon and Samantha Harding.

Harding, a senior, also won the 500-yard freestyle for the
fourth straight year. She was named All-American and has
signed to swim at the University of Minnesota next year.

In March, Las Cruces High won another state title — this
one in cheerleading. In the second year as an official sport
under the New Mexico Activities Association, LCHS won the
State Spirit Competition, Co-ed Division. The team finished

Shingo Ono bunts the ball in the fourth inning.

Randy Wells catches a fly ball during the first inning.

second last year.

Earlier this month, Mayfield’s girls tennis team won the
state championship, and the doubles team of Brooke Coffeen
and Lindsay Harlas also captured the state title. The rest of
the girls team includes Kelli Duran, Laura Carbajal, Molly
Olson, Ellie Williamson, Victoria Smith, Rebeca Boyd and
Jordan Gass.

The city had one state champion in track and field when
Onate High School’s Andrew Keppler cleared 14 feet to win
state in the pole vault.

“We have about 1,900 student athletes and they do a great
job of maintaining a tough schedule with academics and
whatever athletics they’re involved in,” Viramontes said. “It’s
a tribute to the kids.”

Sports | A21

Aggi
Continued from page A19

second in the league, if we sweep San Jose we will finish
first or second and that’s the first hurdle.”

“We are still in a position where we can win the league,”
Ward said. “We have lost control of our own destiny. We
have to beat San Jose (21-25, 5-10 WAC) three times at
San Jose, and Hawai‘i (28-22, 8-7 WAC) would have to
beat Nevada (30-21, 10-5 WAC) two out of three.”

The Aggies’ coach said strange endings are normal in
the WAC.

“It seems like every year in this league these crazy sce-
narios happen,” he said. “What you think midway through
the season is going to happen gets thrown up in the air.

“Five of the seven teams have led the league at one
point in time.”

Ward said not to count out his baseball team.

“We are not playing terrible baseball,” he said. “We have
kind of run in to circumstances and the key will be what
we do when we go on the road this weekend and see if we
can get going.”

Ward said the Aggies lost starting shortstop Zach Voight
celebrating the walk off home against Fresno State.

“We didn’t have him available the next day,” Ward said.
“We packed it up some and will be without him for an-
other week to 10 days. Hopefully, we will have him back in
time for the conference tournament.”

The Aggies have done some soul-searching in the last
few days, Ward said.

“We’ve kind of adjusted our attitudes, talked about the
14-game winning streak, about the wins on the road at
Arizona and Texas Tech and New Mexico, about the things
this club has proven that they can do,” he said.

“We’re kind of re-motivating ourselves a little bit to get
back on track. We're challenging each individual player to
step it up a little bit.”

Ward said the team remains “cautiously optimistic.”

The Aggies lost in extra innings at the University of
New Mexico on Tuesday, May 15, 12-10, and defeating
Cal-State Bakersfield Wednesday, May 16, 5-3.

NMSU finishes the regular season at San Jose State
University at 7 p.m. Friday, May 18, 2 p.m. Saturday, May
19, and 12:30 p.m. Sunday, May 20. The series is scheduled
to be broadcast in Las Cruces on KSNM-AM 570 with Jeff
Matthews giving the play-by-play action.

City of Las Cruces’

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

THANKS TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS
who feed all the Great American Cleanup
and Toss No Mas Volunteers
each year...

Dream Center,
Mike Telles, Owner

Walmart on Walton,
Curtis Rosemond, Manager

— OTHER SPONSORS -
Premier Distributing ¢ Pepsi of Las Cruces
Sonic ¢ Starbucks (Valley & University locations)

1055 7 GREAT AMERICAN <
D= @ EEANGP @

NO:: &
A NEW MEXICO

L5300

uT®
www.las-cruces.org
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Making too many ' waggle?

Ease up on your friends by adopting a steady 10-second, pre-shot routine

Charlie Blanchard
Golf Doctor

Question. I was watching the Players
Championship as they were showing the
leader, Kevin Na, on the tee, not once or twice,
but several times, going through a pre-shot
routine that was truly annoying to watch.

He would take the club back part way, re-
set, and do it again a few more times. Then he
would get set like he planned to hit the ball,
and then he would wave the club sideways,
like a baseball pre-swing, and then start over
again. When he hit the shot it was almost
always striped down the middle.

I noticed the golf media has made an
issue of this, and I was wondering what you
thought about this situation.

James B.

Old Mesilla

Dr. Golf: I too was taken aback by Kevin
Na’s double-clutching on the tee.

I hadn’t seen that since Sergio Garcia did
his 30 to 40 re-grips with his irons a few years
ago. Sergio stood over the ball milking his
grips like he was in a barn with a cow. But he
overcame that problem and now has a rela-
tively normal routine.

Na isn’t a Charles Barkley, who takes ridicu-
lous in golf to a new level; but for a tour pro to
have that much trouble getting set it was tough
to watch. In the case of Na, I don’t know. Na
came on the tour when he was 17 —a virtual
child golf prodigy. He’s a really good player, and
has won once on tour, last year in La Vegas, Nev.

We probably would never hear about this
if it weren’t for Na’s stellar play for 54 holes of
the Players Championship. He has been doing
some version of double-clutching for a while.

He’s the same fellow who hit four balls

MEMBER FDIC

Sha‘Ieese Jéwlld

Senior, Softball

Senior outfielder Shaleese Javillo earned her first All-
WAC honor as a member of the second team. The
Kohala, Hawai'i, native’s game blossomed this season
as she started 19 games and led the Aggies with a
.343 batting average in WAC play. She finished the
year as the active stolen base leader in the WAC, with
35 career stolen bases.

PIONEER BANK

Supports our local athletes

3831 E. Lohman Ave. e 705 E. University Ave.
2900 Roadrunner Pkwy. ® www.pioneerbnk.com

out of bounds at the 2011 Valero Texas Open
and took a 16 on one hole. Fortunately, he

is the type of person who puts things in

some perspective, and was able to make that
performance into a matter of humor. He’s not
like John Daly, who does that crazy stuff as a
matter or routine.

Now Na is sort of under the microscope
because millions of viewers saw his behavior
and now he is the butt of a lot of jokes.

Na, who was the 54-hole leader, closed
in the final round of the Players with a 76,
putting him in a tie for 7th. I think he became
overly self-conscious, and was not focusing on
what he needed to do on the golf course. Plus
there were hecklers abounding in the gallery
that upset him. One guy bellowed out that he
had $2,000 riding on Na and “you better not
start choking.” Another fool outside the ropes
shouted “pull the trigger,” as Na went through
his machinations.

That’s not the kind of thing that we like to
see in the world of golf, but it’s getting worse.
The Masters seems to be the only venue that
won't tolerate that kind of unsportsmanlike
behavior in the gallery. At Augusta they would
have ushered that rude patron to the gates
and probably roughed him up in the process.

I’'m not sure where spectator golf is headed
but I feel confident in one thing: gone are
the days where you could hear a pin drop as
a tour player was about to hit his shot. Many
fans come to watch golf, have a good time and
are overserved in the process. The golfers are
going to be forced to speed up their reactions
so that they don’t provide an opportunity for
the patrons to call out unnerving chatter. As
for Kevin Na and his mental problems, he was
forthcoming to the press corps after Saturday’s
round, saying that he just couldn’t “pull the
trigger” with everything that was riding on
every shot.

PGA Tour golfers regard the Players

Championship as their “fifth major;” and
maybe it will turn into that in a few years,
which would foul up historical statistics. Na
said he was on the clock for his slow play and
apologized for his countless waggles.

Still, he was the third round leader by one
shot. But he folded on Sunday, finishing 5
strokes behind winner Matt Kuchar.

“I deserve it,” said Na in the press room
after the day was done.

“I do need to work on

my pre-shot routine. I do
need to play faster. But the
average golfer has no clue
how much pressure we’re

. gone are

Dr. Golf. Temper tantrums are a common
problem for young players.

I think kids today are coddled far too
much and not disciplined properly in general,
but that’s my bias as a member of an older
generation.

Unfortunately, most adults are reluctant to
address bad behavior straight on and provide
punishment. When your son breaks his golf
clubs who pays for the repair or replacement?
If you do youre making a mistake. That sim-
ply reinforces bad behavior.

A sports counselor or coach should sit
down with the boy and provide some detailed
lessons on exactly what
negative behavior will not
be tolerated on the golf
course. These days, officials
at junior tournaments are
empowered to issue penal-

playing under and how ties for unsportsmanlike

tofugg i}t1 is and how Iﬁluch the daYS When beh{ivigr. her thi

of a fight 1t 1s mentally. nd another thing
I honestly think with you Could hear a gsr;leacrilzl 1};011)131;?5 gﬁi{feersa,n

all that going on, I did
pretty well fighting. I had a
good fight. I hung in there,
so you know what, I just
take the positive from it.”

Na is a fine player and
good for the tour. If I were
his teacher I would get
him to the range and bring
a stopwatch. I would tell
him that it doesn’t matter
what pre-shot rehearsal he makes as long it is
not more than 10 seconds before he makes his
actual swing. Ten seconds; that’s all.

What about you and I? Let’s you and I
build a routine that takes only 10 seconds,
from the time we address the ball. If we have
an impossible time making that a habit then
it’s time to get help.

When asked what the solution to Na’s
problems is, one sports shrink at the Play-
ers Championship remarked, “He needs an
intervention.”

Question. My son is a decent golfer and I
hope he gets better.

He just turned 15 and hits the ball farther
than any other kid I've seen in town. He
hasn’t had much in the way of golf instruc-
tion or coaching but he has great potential.
Yet, one thing bothers me. He has an awful
temper and complains on every shot — even
good shots. He sometimes throws clubs, and
he has broken a couple during tournaments.
Any suggestions?

Ted G.

Las Cruces

pin drop as a tour
player was about to

hit his shot.

unrealistic expectation
about how they should
be playing and about
their performance from
shot to shot. I believe
the root problem is deep
insecurity.

Golf teacher Butch
Harmon (Tiger’s old
swing coach) tells the
story about Butch breaking his driver as a
teenager in a competition. He came home and
told his father, Claude Harmon (1948 Masters
Champion) about what he had done and his
score of 78.

Claude then said to him, “I can understand
it if you were any good; you’re not any good.
Arnold Palmer is good; you’re not any good.”

It was tough love, but Butch never forgot
the lesson. High school and college golfers are
not good enough to get so mad that they have
tantrums and throw clubs.

Just a reminder about Performance Golf
School coming up Saturday and Sunday, June
23-24, at Sonoma Ranch Golf Course. There
is space available and it’s really affordable. Call
521-1725 for info.

Dr. Charlie Blanchard is a licensed psychologist
specializing in sports and leadership who works with
PGA professionals and young golfers to enhance
their performance. He partners with coach Herb
Wimberly as the principal instructors at Performance
Golf Schools. Contact Blanchard at drblanchard@
lascrucesbulletin.com.
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The New Mexico State University track
and field team concluded the Western Athletic
Conference Outdoor Championships with a
sixth place finish and three individual titles.

“We had some people step up a little bit,
had some break downs, but that’s a part of
competition,” track and field coach Orin
Richburg said.

NMSU claimed first overall in the 400-me-
ter, the javelin throw and the heptathlon.

Junior LaSasha Aldredge placed first over-
all in the 400 with a time of 53.41, almost a
full second ahead of the second-place finish.
Aldredge’s time in the event shattered the pre-
vious all-time school record, which she set ear-
lier in the season.

Senior Kelsey Brennan placed first overall in
the javelin throw with a mark of 45.76 meters.
This was the second consecutive year Brennan
won the javelin title.

Sophomore Zoe Meade won the heptathlon
on the last event, finishing with a total score of
5,109 points. Meade’s finish in the event is a
new school record. Meade also competed in the
long jump, finishing fifth overall and notching
a mark of 5.75 meters, which gives her second
team all-conference honors for the event.

Aldredge, Brennan and Meade each earned
first team all-conference honors for their first-
place finishes in their respective events.

Sophomore Alishia Perkins placed third
overall in the 200 with a time of 24.07, earning
first team all-conference honors. Perkins’ finish
in the event improved upon her career record,
which stands at third all-time for NMSU.

Senior Melanie Clay finished third overall
in the 800 with a time of 2:12.46, earning first
team all-conference honors. Clay improved
upon her career record and her school record,

Las Cruces Bulletin

Trio earns WAC track titles

Aldredge, Brennan and Meade score victories

which still stands at fourth all-time in the
NMSU record books.

Freshman Diana Hawk placed fifth overall
in the 1,500 with a time of 4:44.60. Her finish
earned her second team all-conference honors
in the event.

Senior Madelyn Stoltze finished second
overall in the 10,000 with a time of 36:31.23,
earning first team all-conference honors. Stol-
tze’s time in the event is both a career-best and
improves upon her school record that sits at
fifth all-time for NMSU.

Senior Jndia Cleveland placed second overall
in the 400-meter hurdles with a time of 1:01.02,
earning first team all-conference honors.

Freshman Caroline Lewiecki finished sixth
overall in the 3,000-meter steeplechase with
a time of 11:19.67, which earned her second
team all-conference honors. Her finish in the
event moved her up to fourth all-time in the
NMSU record books.

Freshman Mareka Clark finished sixth overall
in the triple jump with a mark of 11.89 meters,
giving her second team all-conference honors.

NMSU finished third overall in the 4-by-
100 relay with a time of 46.35. Perkins,
Aldredge and freshmen Jenna Banegas and
Kendra Walker participated in the event for
NMSU. NMSU finished second overall in the
4-by-400 relay with a time of 3:42.29, which
is now a new all-time school record for the
Aggies. Meade, Cleveland, Clay and Aldredge
competed in the event for the Aggies. All Ag-
gies who participated in the two relay events
received first team all-conference honors.

If any Aggies are selected to compete in the
NCAA Outdoor Championships-First Round,
competition will be held Wednesday, May 23,
in Austin, Texas.

Mak grabs 61st at regional

Aggie sophomore posts 1-over-par 73

Sophomore Demi Mak
wrapped up the 2011-12 sea-
son shooting a 1-over-par 73
in the final day of the NCAA
Division I Women’s Golf West
Regional at the 6,575-yard,
par-72 Colorado National Golf
Club in Erie, Colo., May 12.

The native of Hong Kong
tied for 61 with a three-round
total of 228 (79-76-73). Mak
carded three birdies, four bo-
geys and 11 pars in the final
round to end the season for
NMSU.

UCLA and LSU tied for
first in the tournament and
will move on to the NCAA
Championships along with
Pepperdine, Colorado, Baylor,
Stanford, North Carolina
and Oklahoma, which

finished third through eighth

respectively. Individuals
advancing from the regional
are Texas Tech’s Kimberly
Kaufman and  Gabriella
Dominguez. Dominguez won
a one-hole playoff with UC
Davis’ Amy Simaton.

Three regional tourna-
ments were conducted May
10-12 to determine the cham-
pionships  field. Regional
tournaments are considered
preliminary rounds of NCAA
championships competition,
and all national champion-
ships policies apply. A total of
378 participants were selected
for regional competition. Of
these players, 126 advance
to the championships finals.
Eight teams and two indi-
viduals advance from each
regional.

The championships finals
will be held May 22-25 at the
Vanderbilt Legends Club in
Franklin, Tenn., and will be
hosted by Vanderbilt.

D
- [ «

The Las Cruces Braves, a 10-and-under baseball team, took second place in

Sports | A23

the City of Las Cruces Cinco de Mayo Tournament May 5-6 at the Meerschiedt
Sports Complex. The Braves are: back row: Steve Montoya, Lawrence Fierro,
Tom Rubadeau and Jess Lilley; middle row: Trevor Suggs, Santino Arvizu, Josh
Montoya, Andruw Fierro, Patrick Sanchez, Zach Lilley and Paul Leavy; front row:
Aaron Hyman, Gabriel Nino, Cameron Conaway, Andrew Garcia and Thomas

Rubadeau.

Sports Briefs

Amigos de Dressage
event at Sunland Park

The Paso del Norte Dressage Society is pre-
senting the 18th annual Amigos de Dressage at
8 a.m. Saturday and Sunday, May 19-20 at Sun-
land Park Racetrack & Casino, 1200 Futurity
Drive, in Sunland Park.

The competition is an opportunity for re-
gional riders to show off their expertise and
compete with their highly trained horse.

“Dressage” is a French term, commonly
translated to mean “training.” Riders spend
years preparing and competing in this equine
sport, considered to be the highest expression
of horse training.

The goal of this event is to see who has ad-
vanced the most in this exercise that is some-
times referred to as “horse ballet.” The riders
appear relaxed and effortless, as they guide
their horses through numerous difficult and
carefully controlled movements.

Admission is free.

Centennial meeting set

The Centennial High School football pre-
summer parent/player meeting will be at 6
p.m. Wednesday, May 23, at Camino Real Mid-
dle School, 2961 Roadrunner Parkway, in the
cafeteria.

For more information, call coach Aaron
Ocampo at 505-402-0480.

——
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Nicole Tejida

Nicole Tejida is a 17-year-old junior at Ofate High School.
In addition to playing on the Lady Knight's basketball

and soccer teams, she throws the javelin, shot put and
runs hurdles in track and field. Tejida is district champion

in javelin and ranked third in the state. She was district
runner-up in the 100m hurdles and won bronze medals in
shot put and the 300m hurdles at the district meet. Tejida is
a very driven and hard working student athlete, with a 3.25
GPA. She thanks all her coaches and teammates for helping
her reach her goals. Although she plays sports year round,
Tejida enjoys hanging out with her friends.

Sponsored by:

\,’ D Southwest Sport
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a Southwest Health
i (&~ & Wellness Center

A Continuum of Rehab & Wellness!
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Wrapping it up

This and that at end of the sports season

Jack Nixon
Jack’s Corner

With the conclusion of the
home athletic events, I’d like to
wrap up some odds and ends
that were a part of the 2011-12
competitive year.

There is a New Mexico State
team that still has seasonal play
left. Aggie baseball is going strong.
The team has a weekend series
at San Jose State and then
enters the WAC Baseball
Tournament next week
in Mesa, Ariz.

Hail and farewell
to coaching for Paul
Brilliant. This is the
second time that Brilliant has
retired, and this time I think
it will stick. Brilliant and Lou
Henson share the distinction
of having two coaching runs at
NM State. Both were pioneers
in their respective sports in the
Mesilla Valley. Brilliant began
the women’s golf program.
They were in the NCAA finals
in the late 1980s when NM State
hosted the championship event
and were regulars as champions
in the Big West.

As before, he leaves the pro-
gram in the very capable hands
of Jackie Booth. Booth has
shown off her head coaching
abilities at both NM State and
New Mexico and will continue
the team’s championship caliber
play down the road.

Ciao, Michealangelo,
Jordan. The Aggie volleyball

team has been raising money to
travel overseas this summer.
The Jordanaires are playing
matches in Italy to gain some
competitive seasoning and
to soak up some continental
culture. Jordan and former
player Jackie Godber went to
Italia for a clinic few years back,
and Jordan has been longing to
return ever since.

Summer means camping:
Basketball camping in this case.
The NM State women’s
program has campus
camps coming up next
month. The coaches will
be giving instruction
to all young athletes
who want to make those
hoop dreams come true.
Contact the women’s basketball
office for details and dates of
the camps.

A pitch of our own: The
seating for the Aggies’ soccer
stadium will be installed over
the summer.

Blair Quinn’s crew has been
itching to play on the field for
a year. The home field has the
true dimensions of a soccer
pitch, which is good according
to the second year head coach.

Quinn will be able to better
tailor the style of play with the
new stadium. A lot of soccer is
tied to getting everyone in the
position of the field you want.

Having a narrower field
will allow Quinn to do more
defensively, plus having fans
closer to the action should
make for a true home field
advantage.

Seedlng p0381b111t1es

Aggies guaranteed spot in WAC tournament

Rocky Ward

Y Baseball Head Coach

Most people who know me pretty
well, know that I am a numbers guy.

It will be all about numbers this
upcoming weekend for New Mexico
State baseball. Here are all of the
scenarios for the WAC Tournament
seeding, based on the results of the
last regular season games to be played
this weekend. Keep in mind that the
seeding is just a reflection of each
teams regular season finish and that
the automatic bid for the NCAA
Tournament is awarded to the WAC
Tournament Champion.

The matchups this weekend feature
New Mexico State (8-7) at San Jose
State (5-10), Nevada (10-5) at Hawai‘i
(8-7) and Louisiana Tech (6-9) at
Fresno State (6-9). Sacramento State
(11-7) has its bye this weekend so its
conference schedule is complete.

If the Aggies go 3-0 at San Jose State:

1-seed if Hawai‘i wins two against
Nevada (Aggies own best record
between three teams tied for first at
4-2, Sacramento 3-3, Nevada 2-4)

2-seed if Nevada wins two against
Hawai‘i (Aggies own head-to-head
with Sacramento State)

2-seed if Nevada sweeps Hawai‘i
(Aggies own head-to-head with
Sacramento State)

3-seed if Hawai‘i sweeps Nevada
(Sacramento 4-2 record among tied
teams, UH 3-3, NM State 2-4)

If the Aggies go 2-1 at San Jose State:

3-seed if either Nevada or Hawai‘i
sweeps the series (Aggies own
head-to-head with Nevada)

4-seed if Hawai‘i wins two against
Nevada (Hawai’i owns head-to-
head with Aggies)

If the Aggies go 1-2 at San Jose State:

3-seed if Nevada sweeps Hawai'‘i
and Louisiana Tech wins series at
Fresno State or Fresno State wins
series but does not sweep.

4-seed if Nevada sweeps Hawai‘i and
Fresno State sweeps Louisiana Tech
(Fresno State owns head-to-head
with Aggies)

4-seed if Nevada wins two against
Hawai‘i and Louisiana Tech wins
series or Fresno State wins series
but does not sweep. (Hawai‘i owns
head-to-head with Aggies)

5-seed if Nevada wins two against
Hawai‘i and Fresno State sweeps
Louisiana Tech. (UH, Fresno State,
NM State all finish 9-9, Aggies 1-5
against teams tied, UH 5-1: 3-seed,
FS 4-2: 4-seed)

If the Aggies go 0-3 at San Jose State:
5-seed if Nevada sweeps Hawai‘i and
Louisiana Tech wins its series but

does not sweep (Fresno State is
out).

6-seed if Nevada sweeps Hawai‘i and
Louisiana Tech or Fresno State
sweeps its series (loser of Fresno
State/LA Tech series is out)

6-seed if Nevada sweeps Hawai‘i and
Fresno State wins series versus
Louisiana Tech (LA Tech is out)

Fresno State, Louisiana Tech and
San Jose State are the only teams who
could finish seventh and not qualify
for the tournament.

It has been another very com-
petitive year in WAC baseball.
Every team, except for Fresno State
and Louisiana Tech has held the
conference lead at some point in the
season. I know it is a lot of num-
bers to digest, but like I said, I like
numbers.

A special thanks to Sam Wasson
from www.bleedcrimson.net who
provided the research for most of this
information.

Aggie student-athlete spotlight

Senior
Men's Golf

Zachery Fullerton

Senior Zachery Fullerton
was selected to compete in
the 2012 NCAA Regional
Tournament at the
Stanford Golf Course. He
was also named a second
team All-WAC pick this

season. Fullerton competed

in 10 tournaments and averaged 73.3 strokes

per round.

61st with a three round total of 228 (79-76-73).
Mak carded three birdies in the final round.

Demi Mak
Sophomore
Women's Golf
Sophomore Demi Mak
wrapped up the season
shooting a 1-over-par 73
in the final day of the
NCAA West Regional at
the Colorado National Golf
Club in Erie, Colo. The
Hong Kong native tied for

Briana
Tovio-Asato
Freshman
Softball

Freshman infielder Briana
Tovio-Asato earned second
team All-WAC honors. She
led the Aggies in several
offensive categories in
conference play including
doubles (5), total bases

(26), walks (11) as well as slugging percentage
(.481) and on-base percentage (.455).

In Aggie
Athletics

Friday, May 18

Baseball

San Jose State
San Jose, Calif.
7 p.m.

Saturday, May 19

Baseball

San Jose State
San Jose, Calif.
2 p.m.

Sunday, May 20

Baseball
San Jose State
San Jose, Calif.
12:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 23

Baseball

WAC Tournament
Mesa, Ariz.

TBA

Track and Field

NCAA Outdoor Championships
Austin, Texas

All day

Thursday, May 24

Baseball

WAC Tournament
Mesa, Ariz.

TBA

NEW MEXICO STATE

TAKE A TRIP BACK IN TIME WITH
“LAS CRUCES: A PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY.”

NOW AVAILABLE

CALL 575-524-8061 OR VISIT THE LAS CRUCES BULLETIN AT 840 NORTH TELSHOR
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NMSU makes future plans
Library, athletic upgrades requested

New Mexico State University regents ap-
proved its Capital Outlay Plan for 2013-14 at
its meeting Friday, May 11.

The request authorizes approximately
$23.046 million in requested planning, reno-
vation and construction projects.

If approved through the Higher Education
Department, the request will be presented to
the next Legislature.

NMSU is using a new capital outlay pro-
cess, which was developed to make the process
more transparent.

Each NMSU campus has projects listed for
the 2013-14 Capital Outlay Request.

The NMSU Alamogordo request includes
$200,000 for Planning for Phase 2 of the
Southern New Mexico Advanced Technology
Education Center and $3.1 million for infra-
structure upgrades and replacements.

The NMSU Carlsbad request contains
$200,000 for planning for a Child Develop-
ment Education Center and $2.48 million for
infrastructure upgrades and replacement.

Dona Ana Community College’s request
is for $2.25 million for upgrades and replace-
ments including security and lock upgrades,

finish upgrades, carpet replacement, site utili-
ties, roads and parking lots.

The NMSU Grants campus request is for
$1.98 million for infrastructure upgrades and
replacements, along with $50,000 for pro-
gramming and planning for a Child Develop-
ment Education Center replacement.

The capital outlay request for the Las Cruces
campus includes $500,000 for planning for the
Arts Complex Phase 2, $100,000 for Library
Complex (Branson/Zuhl) space analysis and
$12.1 million for infrastructure upgrades and
replacements.

An additional request of $6 million was
made for Aggie Memorial Stadium improve-
ments, including $2.5 million for a stadium
press box upgrade and $3.5 million for con-
cession and bathroom renovations.

Other requests for athletics facilities are in-
cluded in a prioritized list of projects needed
to improve gender equity, facility life and oth-
er improvements totaling $1.6 million. These
include improvements for the women’s swim
team, soccer stadium, field house, Coca-Cola
Weight Training Facility, baseball and softball
fields, stadium and Pan American Center.

Regents accept budget

New fractional grading method OK’d

At a regular meeting Friday, May 11, the
New Mexico State University regents ap-
proved an operating budget for fiscal year
2012-13.

The approved budget for all campuses
is about $677 million, with operating funds
of $605 million and capital outlay (plant
funds) of about $72 million.

“This truly demonstrates a very high
level of the institutional commitment to
instruction and academic support,” said
Regent Javier Gonzalez. “When you look
at those budget numbers year after year
and the fact of all the challenges we’ve
had over the last three years or longer,
that the president has continued to focus
budget priorities in these areas. I think it
should be a strong message to the univer-
sity community that Dr. (Barbara) Cou-
ture and her executive management team
are really prioritizing limited dollars in
that area.”

The regents also approved a grading
policy to allow NMSU faculty the option
of using a fractional grading scale, which
provides for plus and minus grades
between C-plus and A-minus. The new
grading scale for both undergraduate and
graduate students would be implemented
starting with summer 2013 catalogs and
will affect only GPA calculation for grades
assigned after its implementation date;
courses taken before its implementation
would remain unaffected.

“The new grading scale does not take
effect overnight,” said executive vice presi-
dent and provost Wendy Wilkins. “It will
be implemented in the summer of 2013. I
want to reassure that all faculty members
are not required to use plus and minus
grades. Faculty members decide on their
own what scale they choose to use. This
simply gives faculty members the option.”

In other business, the regents approved
the university’s Building the Vision academ-
ic strategic plan.

Regent Laura Conniff was honored as
part of her last meeting serving on NMSU’s
Board of Regents. Conniff departed from
the board effective Tuesday, May 15.
Conniff served more than 10 years on the
board, three terms as the chair, two terms as

vice president and three terms as secretary
and treasurer.

“It’s been great to have the opportunity
to work with all of you across this institution
and outside this institution,” Conniff said.
“Thank you all for your commitment to New
Mexico State University and its students.”

After the meeting, Conniff, a Realtor
who graduated with honors from NMSU
with a degree in business administration,
was honored as she planted a tree in the Re-
gents Grove at NMSU.

The regents awarded a Regents Medal
to Charley Johnson, a recently retired
engineering professor and former NFL
quarterback. Since its inception 40
years ago, there have been only seven
individuals bestowed with this honor by
the NMSU regents. Johnson graduated
from NMSU in 1961, earning his masters
and Ph.D. in chemical engineering while
playing professional football as a starting
quarterback for the St. Louis Cardinals.

After a professional football career span-
ning 15 years and starting his own business,
Johnson’s love for NMSU brought him back
to the university as a professor of chemical
engineering in 2000.

The regents recognized outgoing Asso-
ciated Students of NMSU President Austin
Graham and outgoing Faculty Senate Chair
Stuart Munson-McGee.

The regents also presented the Above
& Beyond Award to Robert Peterson,
director of planned giving in the NMSU
Foundation.

The Above & Beyond Award recognizes
full-time employees who go the extra dis-
tance in service to any and all aspects of the
NMSU system. Individuals are recognized
for performance that goes “above and be-
yond” their regular responsibilities and for
demonstrating a positive attitude that in-
spires others.

Peterson was honored for his efforts in
managing the estate of the late Norma Jean
Fisher, who named the NMSU Foundation
as the executor for her estate.

The regents also honored Calvin Bailey,
retired ranch foreman of the Chihuahuan
Desert Rangeland Research Center, for his
four decades of service.
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Veterans get fee break

Parks offer holiday break for service

For Armed Forces Day Saturday, May 19,
the National Park Service will begin issuing
an annual pass offering free entrance to all
397 national parks for active duty military
members and their dependents.

“We are proud to recognize these brave
men and women and hope that a visit to
this or any national park will offer an op-
portunity to unwind, relax, rejuvenate and
just have fun with their families,” White
Sands National Monument acting Superin-
tendent Kim Slininger said.

Active-duty members of the military and

their dependents can pick up their pass at
the entrance kiosk at White Sands National
Monument starting at 7 a.m. Saturday.

The military pass will be available every
day thereafter during operational hours.
The passes are only available at the entrance
kiosk and not at the White Sands visitor
center or administration building.

Active duty members and dependents
must show a current, valid military iden-
tification card to obtain their pass. More
information is available at www.nps.gov/
findapark/passes.htm.

- Travel

MAUI
ON SALE

5-NIGHT GETAWAYS FROM $1,478,
INCLUDING AIRFARE

PLUS
receive up
to $200
car rental
credit!’

FEATURED OFFER: o

Royal Lahaina Resort, Maui
Travel: June 21-August 9, 2012

AAA Member Benefit:
» $50 per booking activity voucher

5 nights from $1,478 per person, airfare included*

Includes: Round-trip airfare from Albuquerque; 5-night Partial Ocean-View
accommodations; all taxes; and more! Plus, Kids 17 & younger stay FREE

)

$200 car rental credit also valid for stays at: Castle Kamaole Sands; Grand Wailea;
Ka’anapali Beach Hotel; Kaanapali Ocean Inn; Sheraton Maui Resort & Spa and The

Westin Maui Resort & Spa, Ka’anapali

Pleasant Holidays

HURRY! YOU MUST BOOK BY JULY 19, 2012!
CONTACT AAA TRAVEL FOR MORE INFORMATION!

CALL: 575-532-2468
VISIT: 3991 E. Lohman Ave. ¢ Las Cruces

*Rate based on round-trip travel to/from Albuquerque (ABQ) and is per person, based on double occupancy. Advertised vacation rate valid for select travel dates as shown.
Rate shown includes government-imposed fees and taxes as of 5/8/12. Additional airline restrictions, including, but not limited to fees of up to $25 per bag or the first
checked bag and up to $35 per bag for a second checked bag, standby policies and fees, non-refundable tickets and change fees up to $250 with pre-flight notification
deadlines may apply. Baggage fees are current as of 5/8/12. Fees and policies vary among airlines and are subject to change without notice. Please contact the airline
directly for details and answers to specific questions you may have. Air tickets are non-refundable. Rate is accurate at time of printing and is subject to availability and

change.

1$200 Hertz car rental credit for full-size cars or a $150 Hertz car rental credit for midsize cars valid on new air-inclusive bookings of five nights or longer at a participating
property made 5/8-7/8/12 for travel 6/15-8/19/12. Complimentary seven-day Hertz economy car rental offer will be substituted for vacations traveling through 6/14/12

and 8/20-12/16/12.

Airfare, taxes, surcharges, gratuities, transfers, and excursions are additional unless otherwise indicated and together with deposit, payment and cancellation terms/
conditions are subject to change without notice at any time. Rates quoted are per person, based on adult double occupancy unless otherwise stated. Rates, terms,
conditions, availability and itinerary are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. AAA members must make advance reservations through AAA Travel
to obtain Member Benefits and savings. Not responsible for errors or omissions. AAA New Mexico, LLC acts only as an agent for Pleasant Holidays.

Copyright © 2012 AAA New Mexico, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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This week in the history I'
of the Mesilla Valley

Jim Hilley
Reflections

100yearsago

1912

*The Sam Bean Building, opposite the First
National Bank, occupied by a pool hall and
saloon, was destroyed by an explosion and
fire. One of the owners of the pool hall was
under arrest pending an investigation. The
explosion was of such force it blew the south
side and rear walls down. A sheet of flame
shot up several hundred feet and debris was
thrown in all directions.

*Mrs. Ed Roberts had an accident in her new
Ford automobile, running it into a fireplug.
The car was badly broken, but the passengers
were not hurt. Repairs were ordered and the
car expected to be back on the road soon.

715yearsago

1937

+ Local pecan growers organized the Elephant
Butte Pecan Growers Association with Dean
Stahmann of San Miguel as president, T.D.
Porcher of El Paso as first vice president and
C.P. Wilson of State College as second vice
president. Other board members were J.W.
Newberry of Picacho and J.W. Davis of El Paso.

« Officials were warning of flood conditions
north of Elephant Butte Dam as warm
weather was causing an increase in snow
melt in the Rio Grande Basin. Workmen in

| 771e New Mexzco State Umverszty Lzbmry
Arc/nves & Special Collections Department needs your /Jelp’

Do You xNOW WHO THIS IS?
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Albuquerque shored up levees as the river
reached its seasonal high. Flood warnings
were issued for San Antonio, N.M., south of
Socorro.

50yearsago

1962

* Rev. Daniel B. Corrigan, director of the
Home Department of the National Council of
Episcopalian Churches, spoke at the Episcopal
Diocesian Convention at the Milton Student
Center at New Mexico State University.

« Postal officials were putting into operation a
plan to speed up mail delivery in New Mexico,
providing next-day delivery between all New
Mexico communities.

« Seven professional football players were

set to play in the “Dream Game,” against the
NMSU varsity football team. In the backfield
for the alums would be Purvis Atkins, Joe
Kelly, Bob Jackson, Louis Kelly, Sal Gonzales,
Ron Logback, Doug Veazy, Chris Cadenhead
and Bob Gaitors.

25yearsago

1987

« Las Cruces RoadRUNNER Transit began
offering services to handicapped customers
with the addition of two vehicles equipped
with wheelchair lifts. The curb-to-curb service
was available on a first-come, first-served
basis with 24 hours of advance notice.

Photo reproduced courtesy of the New Mexico State University Library Rio Grande Historical Collection
In the top photograph, dated May 16, 1937, the Catholic church at San Marcial
remains standing, but in the bottom photograph, dated May 31, 1937, only the tin
roof and steeple remain after the building’s adobe walls disintegrated during the
floods that devastated San Marcial in that year.

STOP WORRYING
Allmyg_ Your Water

s — s =

+ Playing at Allen Theatres were “Beverly Hills
Cop I1,” “Ishtar,” “Ernest Goes to Camp” and
“Raising Arizona.”

Kinetico Water Softeners and
Reverse Osmosis Systems are good for you!
- Energy Efficient
Non-electric, lowers operating costs.
« Environmentally Friendly
Reduces waste, conserves water. — —
No need for bottled water. b
p- o
s

We have thousands of photographs that
are missing identification and we need

your help to identify them. If you hav . Better Water

Sodium-Free," tastes great.

« Higher Flow Rates
Produce more water in less time.

any information about this photo, 4

please contact us at 575-646- 38393

or archives@lib.nmsu. edu J

- @® Kinetico

water systems

Call for a

free water test
523-2400

SERVICES, INC.

Serving Las Cruces for over 30 years
www.sun-techservices.com

* Using a salt substitute. Sun-Tech Services, Inc., is an authorized
independent dealer of Kinetico products.
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SpaceX rocket poised for

first trip to space station

Falcon to lift _ e
off Saturday

The private spaceflight
company SpaceX is preparing
to launch a robotic capsule to
the International Space Sta-
tion Saturday, May 19.

SpaceX is slated to launch
its Dragon capsule to the
space station atop the compa-
ny’s own Falcon 9 rocket from
the Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station in Florida.

The test flight was origi-
nally scheduled to occur on
April 30, but has been delayed
several times to complete fi-
nal checks of the spacecraft’s
flight software.

The Dragon launch will
now occur shortly after three
new crew members arrive at
the orbiting complex.

The test flight of the un-
manned Dragon capsule is
designed to assess the space-
craft’s ability to carry cargo to
the orbiting outpost.

If successful, it will mark
the first time a privately built
spaceship has docked with the
$100 billion space station.

The upcoming Dragon
flight is designed to test the
spacecraft’s ability to ferry
supplies to and from the
station.

Eventually, the company
intends to use a version of
Dragon to carry up to seven
passengers to  low-Earth
orbit.

Occupy set for Young Park

Movement opts to move demonstrations

Occupy Las Cruces will be at Young Park on
South Walnut Street this weekend.

“Camping” will begin on the evening of
Friday, May 18, and will last until the morning
of Sunday, May 20.

Last weekend, Occupy Las Cruces “re-
occupied” Albert Johnson Park.

Occupy Las Cruces had been holding
demonstrations around the city, but the group’s
organizers said in announcement that they will

GO SOLAR BEFORE JULY
and save up to $22,091

* 40% of install is covered by tax credits

SpaceX photo
SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket stands at the company’s
Cape Canaveral launch pad. It is scheduled for launch
Saturday, May 19, for its first attempt at reaching the
International Space Station.

now focus on reaching out to the community

various parks and through canvassing.

Occupy Las Cruces will be showing the
film “The Economics of Happiness” at 8 p.m.
Saturday, May 19, at the park. The film describes
government and big business promoting
globalization and consolidating corporate
power. The film contrasts the corporate world
with people resisting the policies.

e Utility incentives pay you for energy
you produce

* Must,be under contract before July
tofget|best!ROI -

LSS sy
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.

Energy Concepts Solar, since 1991
Call: 575-649-7694
Email: elisa@eccsolar.com
Incentives Decrease after July 2012
*Savings based on commercial 30kw system that

will gain $22k more in cash over the lifetime of
the system if under contract prior to July, 2012
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Martin desired to fill
CSU chancellor post

Decision pending waiting period

Bulletin Staff Report

Former New Mexico State University
President and Louisiana State University
Chancellor Michael Martin was named

Martin’s association with Lombardi
was one of the reasons Martin said he left
NMSU for the No. 2 position at LSU. Mar-
tin had worked previously under him when
Lombardi was president of the University
of Florida.

the lone finalist to become chief
executive of the Colorado State
University system.

CSU’s governing board is ex-
pected to offer Martin the job
Thursday, May 24, after a two-
week waiting period required
under Colorado law.

Martin came to LSU in 2008
from NMSU. He praised LSU as
“a great place to work” and said
he will not make a final decision
about CSU without a firm job offer.

As the only finalist for the CSU position,
Martin is expected fill the position, leaving
Interim LSU System President William Jen-
kins, who has been on the job for two weeks
after the ouster of John Lombardj, either to
name an interim chancellor or perhaps take
on both jobs, something he has done earlier
in his long association with LSU.

“I'm getting toward the end of my ca-
reer, so maybe one more adventure is good,”
Martin, 65, is quoted as saying by www.
nola.com. “The ball is in someone else’s
court, and when it’s in my court I'll decide
how to play it.”

When asked about a possible start date
in Colorado, Martin said, “maybe the fall.”

MARTIN

Martin was a finalist for the
CSU job in 2003 but was not
selected. This time, the system’s
Board of Governors tapped a
former board member and LSU
graduate, Pat McConathy, to run
the search.

The governing board’s chair-
man said in a written statement:
“In Dr. Martin the board has
identified a visionary and proven
leader,” www.nola.com reported. He added
that “the CSU System and broader state of
Colorado will greatly benefit from Dr. Mar-
tin’s strong track record.”

The LSU System Board of Supervi-
sors called Jenkins, a former main campus
chancellor and system president, out of re-
tirement in late April after firing Lombardi,
who had held the post since 2007.

Lombardi had fired then-Chancellor
Sean O