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WSIFF expands
movie horizons

Las Cruces again
hosts local festival
for filmmaking

By David Edwards

Las Cruces Bulletin

What began as a “little” festival in
2005, focusing primarily on films made
in New Mexico or those made by Latino
filmmakers, has grown to the point it
moved from Alamogordo to Las Cruces
and now includes a wide variety of films
from around the globe.

The White Sands International Film
Festival (WSIFF) began through the ef-
forts of film lovers, artists and industry
supporters with a desire to increase the
presence of film in southern New Mexi-
co, benefiting the region artistically and
economically. Building a film industry
in the south would also positively impact
the state. The WSIFF staff and volunteers
worked tirelessly, and film artists, techni-
cians and other industry professionals be-
gan to take notice.

In 2009, WSIFF relocated to Las Cru-
ces. This expansion into a larger market
enabled the festival to retain its commit-
ment to attracting high-quality festival
programming while increasing awareness
of film by area residents and making film-
makers from elsewhere more conscious of
New Mexico’s unique qualities as a place
to make films.

The organizers of the festival felt that
moving to Las Cruces was beneficial and
necessary for it to grow.

“There is more support and resources
to carry out a film festival,” said festival
Executive Director Kierstin Schupack.
“The people have been wonderful. It’s a
great, supportive town for the arts.”

It is hoped that WSIFF will continue to
grow. There was a record number of films
submitted to compete for a screening this
year. Selected were 19 full-length features
and 38 shorts with a wide range of subject
matter. The titles include Narrative and
Documentary Competition films, as well
as out-of-competition feature-film selec-
tions in the Showcase and Special Events
section.

The festival also will be welcoming a
record number of film professionals in-
cluding producers, directors, actors and
technicians to conduct workshops and

See WSIFF on page A20
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WHAT'S INSIDE

Preparing for battle

o —

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Niki Rhynes

Members of the 2nd Engineer Battalion watch as their flag gets put away during
the Casing of the Colors portion of their Deployment Ceremony held Monday,
April 12, at White Sands Missile Range. More than 300 members of the battalion
will soon be going to Afghanistan as part of the war’s new surge. Meanwhile,
more than 100 of the battalion who had been previously deployed to Iraq will be
returning to the missile range this summer. See more photos on page A3.

NMSU
budget
debated

Reserves could
cushion losses

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

A faculty union expert is saying that New
Mexico State University has enough reserve
funding to question the need for program cuts
coupled with tuition increases.

Howard Bunsis, an accounting professor
from Michigan and treasurer of the American
Association of University Professors, analyzed
NMSU’s 222-page budget document and gave
his take on what all the numbers meant at two
forums Friday, April 9, on the NMSU campus.

His conclusion: There’s no need for depart-
ment budgets to be cut, and he questioned the
need for tuition increases recently passed by
the NMSU regents.

NMSU officials say they need to raise tu-
ition by an average of 8 percent and cut depart-
ments by an average of 4 percent in response to
an almost 10-percent reduction in the univer-
sity’s Instruction and General (I&G) operations
funding from the state. (See NMSU President
Barbara Couture’s guest column on page A8.)

That’s not a surprising reaction, Bunsis
said, because those making budgets tend to

See NMSU on page A12

Shelter gets reborn as child crisis center

La Pinon turning vacant facility into safe haven for children

By Todd G. Dickson

Las Cruces Bulletin

A building that once housed homeless fam-
ilies at the Mesilla Valley Community of Hope
is being transformed into a child crisis center
by La Pifion Sexual Assault Recovery Services
of Southern New Mexico.

La Pifion is currently in the process of
renovating the building, which stopped be-
ing a shelter more than four years ago and had
mainly been used for storage since, and aims
to have the child crisis center running by the
end of the year.

But there is much work left to be done to

get the building up to snuff — especially fixing
the building’s electrical system and plumbing,
getting appliances for the kitchen and putting
in new flooring suited to young children.

Along with community donations and vol-
unteers, the first steps to getting the center in
shape has begun, along with fundraising, such
as an enchilada dinner Friday, April 16, at El
Caldito Soup Kitchen (for more details see
Coming Up on page A10).

Donna Richmond, La Pifion executive di-
rector, said she became aware of the need for a
child crisis center through her involvement with
Child Safe/Nifios Seguros, a community group
formed in response to child deaths from abuse.

SPORTS

For more info

Call La Piflon Sexual Assault
Recovery Services of Southern New
Mexico at 526-3437 or toll-free at
888-595-7273

Though La Pifion is more of a response or-
ganization to abuse, Richmond said her orga-
nization decided to work on creating the child
crisis center when no other group took up the
challenge.

“We pretty much said, ‘Why not us? —and if

See Child on page A20
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whole house special whole house special whole house special

31 piece whole house package

14 piece living room, 12 piece bedroom & 5 piece dining room for one low price!

Mix & Match $ 1 999
to build your own package

& pay one low price. r %60 per month

start here— choose one of these 3 Living Rooms

first—-choose your 14 piece living room group

Includes: sofa, loveseat, cocktail table, 2 end tables, 2 lamps, rug throw & 5 piece accessory package

next—choose your 12 piece bedroom group

Includes: headboard, dresser, mirror, 5-piece accessory package & 4 piece comforter package

finally—choose your 5 piece dining group

Includes: table & 4 dining chairs

Ashley Furniture HomeStore

Bowmans |

Serv
3299 Del Rey Bivd. - 575.523.3033 [t ) Wil

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m. * Sunday noon-5 p.m. ——
Visit us online at www.ashleyhomestores.com === - = for rgosriégfsr}

all finance purchases. Some pieces and fabric prints may vary by region. Selection may vary by store. Items pictured are representative only. See store for details and similar furniture off
i I i
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Battalion deploys
2nd Engineers
head to war zone

Photos by
Niki Rhynes

Congressman
Harry Teague
looks on before
speaking at the
2nd Engineer
Battalion
Casing of the
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Colors and

Deployment
Ceremony
Monday, April
12, at White
Sands Missile
Range.

WELL INFORMED

presented by Memorial Medical Center

This education program is designed to provide you with
useful information on wellness and overall health awareness.

Here’s what we'll be discussing this month:

ORGAN DONATION MYTHS AND TRUTHS

Monday, April 19, 2010
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Memorial Medical Center
Annex Conference Room B

SPEAKER

The 2nd Engineer Battalion marches
at White Sands Missile Range to
Volunteer Park for the ceremonies.

Maj. Bill Conde and son Michael,
8, watch as his other son Mark, 6,
throws a ball.

\ /i
eremony, Lawrence Montanio, 3, blows bubbles
at one of the family activity areas in Volunteer Park.

Following the ¢

A soldier stands ready to be inspected at the 2nd Engineer
Battalion Casing of the Colors and Deployment Ceremony.

Jessica MacLean

New Mexico Donor Services

Free seminar — No Reservation Required

Spanish translation available

A

Memorial Medical Center
Care for your health.

2450 S. Telshor Blvd., Las Cruces, NM
575-521-2233 | mmclc.org
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Brighten Mom’s Smile
to Benefit Children’s Charities!

During the Smiles for Life campaign Dr. Marianne Day will
offer professional teeth whitening at a significantly reduced
price AND donate 100% of the money to support children in
need.

-

50% of the donations are presented to the Las Cruces Boys and
Girls Club and the local March of Dimes Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU) Family Support Programs. The balance goes
to the Smiles for Life Foundation to be distributed to worthy
and approved children’s charities across the U.S. and Canada
such as St. Jude Childrens’ Hospital and Smiles for Hope.

Dr. Day explains, “Professional tooth whitening procedure is
painless and in just a few minutes you can make a difference in
your smile and in a child’s life!”

100% Tax Deductible

Gift Certificates Available for:
Prom ° Senior Pictures * Mother’s Day * Weddings * Birthdays

608 S. Alameda
— 575.523.5589
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Arts are alive

Our diversified Las Cruces art community
contributes to our excellent quality of life

When I first moved to Las Cruces in the late spring of 1996, I needed a temporary
place to live until Jaki could join me and we could buy a home. I was hoping to lease
a centrally located, cost-effective efficiency apartment where we could negotiate a
short-term lease. Because time was short, my new office manager set me up with a
room at the Lundeen Inn of the Arts bed and breakfast on Alameda Boulevard.

What an incredible introduction to Las Cruces and New Mexico!

Jerry and Linda Lundeen were the ideal hosts for a new arrival like me — fresh in
town from the lush, green hillsides and canopied, tree-covered rural lanes of eastern
Pennsylvania. At first I only saw “brown” in and around my new desert home. However,
Linda was quick to point out the colorful beauty of the delicate desert flowers, the ever-
changing hues of the majestic Organ Mountains and the breath-taking sunsets.

Jerry, an architect and a circuit-riding minister, carefully shared his thoughts and
opinions about the historic homes and business buildings in Las Cruces. He lament-
ed the ill-fated closing of Main Street and the destruction of most of the historic
Downtown buildings. He pointed out the artistic concepts used in the design and
construction of adobe homes and buildings. It seemed that every home and building
had its own story to tell.

My room at the inn was purely Southwest, decorated with American Indian
art, Georgia O’Keeffe prints, a roughly hewn pine bed frame and a humongous,
bleached cow skull hung directly over my headboard. True to genuine bed and
breakfast tradition, each room at the inn was unique. I enjoyed the breakfasts with
fellow guests where we compared our individual accommodations and discussed
the topics of the day.

One especially intriguing guest was a Pulitzer Prize-winning photographer, Don
Ultang. He had moved to Las Cruces from the Midwest. I was in awe as he proudly
shared his portfolio of favorite photos. Linda then introduced me to their exten-
sive private gallery, which, to me, seemed to be full of museum-quality painting
and sculptures. Many of the pieces had been produced by local artists, and over the
course of my two-month stay at the inn, Linda discreetly invited each of the artists,
one at a time, to join us for breakfast and conversation about the potential for Las
Cruces to become an arts center.

Here we are 14 years later, and Linda’s prediction is taking shape throughout our
city. Galleries abound in Downtown Las Cruces and Mesilla. Craftsmen display and sell
their wares at the Downtown Farmers & Crafts Market each Wednesday and Saturday.
Photographers are finding Las Cruces to be an ideal base for their profession. Vision-
aries such as Mark Medoff and husband-wife team Sam and John Muir believe that
southern New Mexico will be the next favorite place for Hollywood to make movies.

New Mexico State University and Dofia Ana Community College have beefed up
their curriculum for the arts including studies for film production and editing, film
crew training, animation, game design and acting. Local high schools, both public
and private, now offer classes and internships for a variety of arts activities.

Contributors to the arts community are being recognized. Last week, the Dofa
Ana Arts Council presented eight awards to local individuals and businesses. (See
photos on page C10 in this week’s Bulletin.)

More and more events are happening, ranging from the monthly Downtown
Ramble to the Renaissance ArtsFaire in November to the upscale Preston Contempo-
rary Art Center in Mesilla to this weekend’s White Sands International Film Festival.
On July 15, NMSU will break ground for the new Center for the Arts at the corner of
University Avenue and Espina Street.

Yes, our arts community is alive and well in Las Cruces. And with your support,
the “arts” just may become one of the most important factors in our future economic
success. We encourage each local resident to find a way to contribute their talents and
treasures to help make Las Cruces a cultural center of the Southwest.

P

Letters to the Editor

Damming arroyos
not cost-effective

I attended the April 6 meeting of the Storm-
water and Watershed Infrastructure Manage-
ment (SWIM) task force. I have to wonder about
the agenda of this self-appointed task force.

It is made up largely of representatives from
the agricultural community. Nothing wrong
with that, except that it seems a regional storm-
water task force should have all the stakeholders
at the table, not just one set of interests. Kudos
to SWIM for getting the ball rolling, but it’s time
to expand the group.

Certainly there is the appearance, if not the
reality, of an anti-wilderness bias to SWIM. Its
chairman has worked for the Paragon Founda-
tion, an organization that opposes wilderness
designation and questions the legitimacy of
federal public lands. One of SWIM’s goals is to
look at the “implications” of proposed federal
legislation to protect certain areas in the county
as wilderness areas and national conservation ar-
eas. At least one of SWIM’s members represents
an organization that opposes this legislation.

The need to address aging dams is certainly
legitimate, but SWIM’s emphasis on “control-
ling” wild arroyos by building dams where dams
currently don’t exist suggests that capturing
water may also be on the agenda. Again, nothing
wrong with this, but let’s keep the issues of flood
control and water supply separate.

In fact, most of the arroyos in the county are
already dammed, which has caused ecological
harm to the Rio Grande. Arroyos carry nutrients
and coarse materials that benefit fish and other
creatures in the river. Fix old dams, yes, but let’s
look very carefully before constructing new dams.

In the long run, keeping people out of harm’s
way by discouraging development in floodplains,
and restoring wetlands — nature’s sponges — is
a more cost-effective and sensible alternative to
building more dams.

Kevin Bixby
Southwest Environmental Center

Health care reform
a good beginning

The health care reform that has finally passed
is the beginning, I hope, for ending the miseries
that we all are subject to.

The bill does not please everyone, but it be-
gins a process in which the United States catches
up with all the “industrial nations” and some
“third world” ones as well.

I'm 75 and lost my employer drug coverage,
and because of that and my drug costs, here in
April, P'm already through the doughnut hole. This
bill will help me there and millions of us geezers.

In closing I think the bill should have been
called “Medical Security” for all.

Tony Lazorko

The Las Cruces Bulletin invites readers to submit letters, preferably by email to editor@lascrucesbulletin.com.
They can be sent in by fax at 526-4621. Letters also can be mailed or dropped off at 840 N. Telshor Blvd., Suite
E., 88011. Letters should not exceed 200 words and must include the writer's name, address and telephone
number for verification. Anonymous letters will not be published. Letters may be edited for length or content.
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Carlo
Joseph
Investments

positioning for the future

Worldwide

2,000,000+

Residential & Commercial
Real Estate

ROI as early as 3 months

100% rate of return

CJl raises $20 Billion to $2 Trillion
from worldwide cash partners to fund
a wide range of opportunities

Investment
Inquiries
Welcome

678.799.6293

Visit www.carlojosephinvestments.wehs.com “Rate of return is not guaranteed

and may vary depending on deal

for more information
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volunteers that made the recent deployment ceremony

for the WSMR 2nd Engineer Battalion a huge success.
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Cuts loom for school districts

Opinions | A7

Increasing PTSD awareness

Last year, I wrote about a friend who took his own life
after returning from Iraq. He suffered from post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD), and I vowed to do all in my
power to shine light on this debilitating condition.

In my efforts to learn about and increase awareness of
this disorder, I've come to realize that PTSD affects any-
one who has suffered from a traumatic event. I focused
on returning veterans because of my specific experience,
but it is important for all of us to know that this infor-
mation has broad applications across society.

Following the lead of the Dona Ana County Board of
Commissioners in 2009, momentum is picking up at the
state and national levels to designate a day each year as
PTSD Awareness Day.

I believe that at the community, state and federal
levels, we have a collective obligation to educate ourselves
on PTSD symptoms and to be unrelenting in referring
those who are symptomatic to places where they can seek
fellowship and counseling.

The symptoms of PTSD are difficult to deal with because
retreat and withdrawal are a part of the disorder. Other
symptoms include avoiding social situations, self-isolation,
loss of hope for a full and rewarding future and irritability.
Anyone who thinks their friend or loved one is suffering
from PTSD should seek professional help immediately.

If you have a loved one who is suffering from these
symptoms, you need to know that PTSD is very real and
that you are not alone. It will be worthwhile and rewarding
to seek help to find ways to approach the subject with your
loved one. There are therapists who can help you under-
stand how to help. Don’t make the mistake that I and so
many others did in thinking that it will go away on its own.

When it comes to veterans, we are fortunate in south-
ern New Mexico to have the Las Cruces Vet Center and
the Veterans’ Service Center as resources. But the fact that
those resources are in place does not mean that all veter-
ans are aware of them. The Las Cruces Vet Center, 523-
9826, is located at 230 S. Water St. The Veteran Services
Center, 524-6220, is located at 2024 E. Griggs Ave.

For non-veterans, counseling is available through
churches, private therapists and nonprofit organizations.

On Tuesday, April 27, the Dofia Ana County Govern-
ment Center will proclaim April 28 as the Second Annual
PTSD Awareness Day in Dona Ana County. I urge you
and your readers to join us in reaching out to our return-
ing warriors and others who suffer in hopeless silence.

Scott A. Krahling
Doiia Ana County Board of Commissioners
commissioner, District 4

Budget pain still on the horizon
for public education in the state

New Mexico and most other states
were able to avoid including public
schools in their first rounds of bud-
get cutting. Since education is a state
responsibility, nearly all states make it
their primary responsibility. Some
states pass much of that responsi-
bility down to the local level.

But beginning with this year’s
legislative sessions, public schools
are now part of the budget balanc-
ing. Federal stimulus funds have
been the savior thus far in helping
states avoid cutting into public
school budgets. But those funds
appear to be ending soon.

The first round of major cuts
around the country this year have
resulted in furloughs, smaller
paychecks, fewer extracurricular
activities and decimated summer
school programs.

Now get ready for the big cuts.

In New Mexico and much of the
nation, we will start seeing layoffs and
swelling class sizes as states grapple with
budget shortfalls that have shown no
sign of subsiding. Wall Street may be
recovering but that’s as far as it goes.

The next round of cuts get even
scarier. Full-day kindergartens are being
reduced to half-day in many communi-
ties. And now the top grades are being
targeted. Utah is seriously consider-
ing eliminating the senior year of high
school.

Legislation has been introduced in
Arizona creating a Grand Canyon di-
ploma for students who want to leave at
the end of 10th grade. It won’t get them
into a four-year college, but they can go
to a junior college or vocational school.
Or they could enter the already bleak job
market.

This year, New Mexico’s Senate
Finance Committee talked about

M

LAs MONTANAS

HIGH SCHOOL

Name: Juanita Arguello
Title: Algebra | Teacher, 9th Grade
What makes

Gatty know 4
Las Monaviag

Instructor

eliminating funds for the senior year of
high school. And there will be serious
study at the state level of consolidating
small school districts into bigger
neighboring districts.

... there will be

serious study at the state

level of consolidating
small school districts

into bigger neighboring

districts.

Some of those small districts are left-
overs from the massive consolidations
of the 1950s that trimmed the number
of districts from more than 600 to under
100. Those small districts were able to
escape because they had powerful state
senators to protect them. In those days,
every county, regardless of size, had its
own state senator. For some of them, it
was a lifetime position.

In the late 70s, a one-person, one-
vote decision by the U.S. Supreme Court
put an end to the rural domination of
legislatures. A few efforts were made
to legislate further consolidations but
the sponsors of such legislation soon
discovered the hornets’ nests they stirred
up weren’t worth the effort.

The biggest target, however, for the
government consolidators may not be
a tiny, rural school district. Las Vegas
has two school districts sitting side by

Jay Miller
Inside
the Capitol

(.

side. Las Vegas always has had a fracture
between its east and west sides.

The two municipalities managed
to smooth their feelings enough to
consolidate several decades ago. But

the two districts never joined — and
never will unless forced by the state
Legislature.

Elsewhere, an interesting situ-
ation I’ve run into in Scottsdale,
Ariz., with our grandchildren is
that parents are sent a supply list
for the elementary teachers. Parents
receive a supply list at the beginning
of school. They purchase the items,
amounting to more than $100
apiece, and teachers put them in
their personal supply closets.

If they run low during the year,
they tell the room mother who noti-
fies every parent of a new round of
purchases. If a family can’t afford
to pay, it doesn’t participate, but no
one knows other than the teacher

and/or room mother.

Besides funding classroom supplies,
this district also recently conducted a tax
override election to continue funding
full-day kindergarten and other school
programs. It passed easily.

Next fall, Arizona will vote on a
temporary 1-cent sales tax increase.
Temporary taxes are another nationwide
phenomenon being used to help get
through the current recession.

Gov. Bill Richardson suggested a
quarter-cent temporary increase in New
Mexico this year. Republicans and con-
servative Democrats killed the idea, say-
ing there is no such thing as a temporary
tax. Arizona’s governor and both houses
of the Legislature are Republican.

Jay Miller may be contacted at
insidethecapitol@hotmail.com.

present $150 in mesilla valley mall
= receipts dated April 15, 2010 or later
e and receive a $20 gift check

to a participating store

the-art technology.The school offers both accelerated and remedial courses.
Las Montanas students will gain work experience and.community involvement
so6 CUSTOMER SERVICE for details mesilla valley mall
y mall. my world. my stvle.

through service projects. By the time students graduate from Las Montanas, they will
-25 and Lohman Exit  575-521-4409 www.mesillavalleymall.com

At Las Montanas we celebrate the successes and
accomplishments that students make. The small
environment of the school and classrooms make it

easy to ensure that all students have an opportunity

to succeed. We have established an environment that
encourages staff and students to do their best each day.

Las Montanas unique?:

Favorite aspect of
being an instructor
at Las Montaras High
School:

I hope to instill within my students that they are
knowledgeable and that they have the potential
to attend any post-secondary institution they set their minds on, all it takes is
determination and motivation.

Favorite Quote: “If you don't make a plan for your life, you plan to fail.”

- Guion S. Bluford, Jr. (Colonel, USAF, Ret.) Former NASA Astronaut

be prepared for either higher education or for the workforce.
For registration information call, or come see us!

201 E. Amador Las Cruces,NM ¢ (575) 636-2100 - Joyce Aranda, Academic Dean
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Morehead new

education dean Preparing for an uncertain future

Couture: New Mexico State will maintain core programs

Selection called ‘innovator’

Michael Morehead has been named the dean of the New
Mexico State University College of Education.

Morehead, associate dean and professor in the College of
Education, has been serving as the interim dean since 2008.

“Dr. Morehead is recognized as a successful collaborative in-
novator, and brings a significant amount of experience to this
position, having led the college as interim dean twice in the past
10 years,” said Interim Executive Vice President and Provost Jay
Jordan. “He is highly respected by our local community of edu-
cators and has an outstanding research and teaching record.”

“This is an extremely healthy college, with tremendous fac-
ulty, staff and students,” Morehead said. “We want to continue
to excel at meeting the college’s service and research mission
and continue to support faculty and staff so they can be suc-
cessful and productive in their roles. We also will continue to
build a sense of community among our students.”

Morehead said he has five focus areas for the college moving
forward including excellence in research, strong partnerships
with public schools and university partners, a focus on border
issues, advancing new technologies in instruction and enhanc-
ing external support for the college.

Originally from St. Louis, Morehead has a bachelor’s in edu-
cation, a master’s in educational administration and a doctorate
in educational administration from the University of Missouri in
Columbia, Mo. Prior to joining the NMSU College of Education
in 1992, he worked in administrative roles at Northern Arizona
University and Emporia State University. He has been an educator
since 1971, including teaching at the middle and high school levels
and serving as an administrator in secondary schools.

Morehead’s primary research involves teacher education, pro-
gram quality, student internships and accreditation. Morehead
has been involved extensively with K-12 education throughout
his career and has been instrumental in establishing linkages and
outreach initiatives that foster collaboration between higher edu-
cation and public schools. In the last five years, Morehead has
been instrumental in establishing the Alliance for the Advance-
ment of Teaching and Learning — a collaborative among New
Mexico State University, K-12 education and other agencies that
support teaching and learning in New Mexico.

City of Las Cruces’

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

MEMBERS SOUGHT FOR
EXTRA-TERRITORIAL
_LONING COMMISSION

Qualified City residents are being sought to serve on
the Extra-Territorial Zoning Commission (ETZC), a joint
City/County board that coordinates and administers
growth management, zoning and land use, and
subdivisions for the five-mile perimeter surrounding the
City of Las Cruces known as the Extra-Territorial Zone
(“ETZ”). Commissioners serve two year appointments.

To qualify for an appointment as a commissioner of
the ETZC, an applicant must be a resident of the
City of Las Cruces. Applicants cannot be a current
City employee or cannot be a member of an existing
City board unless it is an ad hoc committee.

If you are interested in applying for the ETZC,
please contact Cheryl Rodriguez at the Community
Development Department at (575) 528-3043
to receive an application.

Applications must be received by

Friday, April 23, 2010 by 5:00 p.m. at the AGG‘EF"T £ "“"'"S‘:::I'“:“ “D%%Y < o vien Wj;%ff“
Community Development Department, Suite 1100, Lorensos {ginem s S )
located at 700 N. Main Street. People who are KRUXRADOSISFN AL (%) “ " Desert Walk
hearing impaired can call (575) 528-3016. MITE=mE ——— =8 " DURANGO BAGELS NM
BENEATH THE SKIN % W‘?WH nah;ri:hspﬁgr: AWESOME REPTILES  STATE
www.las-c'"ces,org ACO) & PERONGY RUILES, INC. &_‘mmu graphic designer UNIVERSITY
For more il ion please visit or email il.com

By Barbara Couture

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

The first few months of my presi-
dency at New Mexico State University
have been packed with activities vital
to the future of our university and the
instruction, research and service it
provides for citizens of our state and
beyond.

At each turn, I have found students,
alums, faculty and staff, legislators and
businessmen and women who are committed to our pursuit
of academic quality and research that enhances the eco-
nomic and social development of our state. NMSU stands
proud among a number of strong institutions dedicated to
serving the diverse needs of our citizens.

During these trying economic times, we have significant
difficulties to overcome. Recently, our Board of Regents
passed a tuition increase and budget that reflects our state
revenue projections and the need for us to focus our priori-
ties. The budget they recommended responds primarily to
two key factors:

A significant reduction of our I&G budget (9.8 percent)
in the state government appropriation that was passed by
our Legislature and the governor, and projections of further
budget decreases mid-year.

Our need to maintain academic quality, protect our core
programs and continue to advance the priorities we identi-
fied in our strategic vision.

With the approved tuition and fees increase of 8
percent and our proposed uses of revenue sources, we are
still required to enact an average budget cut of 4 percent
across our programs and departments. At the same time,
we pledge to you to maintain the programs, research and
community-development activities that you have come to
depend on from your state land-grant university.

We can do so because we have done much in the past
year to reduce the impact of overall cuts through achieving
administrative efficiency. For instance, we’ve had a concen-
trated effort to become more sustainable by reducing utility
and paper usage and streamlining our vehicle fleet. And we
will do more.

I recently pledged to the regents that I will establish a
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high-level committee, with input from faculty, staff and stu-
dents, to identify additional ways that we can become more
efficient and effective while protecting revenue sources.
Given that these efforts are successful, the budget guide-
lines outlined by our Board of Regents include a reallocation
pool and retain important investments allocated previously
by the board to meet our strategic vision. Our first priority

is to ensure that the university can withstand another round

of mid-year appropriation reductions without compromis-

ing our commitment to excellence in our core mission of
instruction, research and public service. Once addressed, our
plan to reinvest in the institutional priorities will:

+ Support the recruitment and retention of students, thus
addressing a high investment priority recommended in
the university’s strategic vision

+ Enhance merit-based scholarships

+ Address high-priority needs to retain faculty and reward
faculty and staff performance

+ Address student concerns about maintaining faculty,
program quality, and essential instructional services

+  Meet the goals of the university’s benchmarking vision
to build excellence in all that serves our mission
I am encouraged by the foresight of our regents and the

dedication of our faculty and staff to meet the challenges

ahead. New Mexico State University has earned a reputation
for graduating students well-prepared for the workplace and
for leading our state and nation in research that advances our
communities and enhances our quality of life. You can count
on us to keep this promise and more. Thank you for your
continued support of NMSU.

Editor’s note: Barbara Couture is the president of NMSU.
Previously, she was the senior vice chancellor for academic af-
fairs and professor of English at the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln (2004-09). Couture also served as the dean of the College of
Liberal Arts at Washington State University in Pullman (1998-
2004). She began her academic career as an assistant professor
of English at Wayne State University in Detroit in 1980, was
promoted to associate professor, earned tenure in 1986 and
achieved the rank of professor in 1994. At Wayne State, she also
served as an associate dean for curriculum in the College of
Liberal Arts (1990-91) and associate dean for metropolitan pro-
grams and summer sessions in the College of Lifelong Learning
(1993-97). Couture is an award-winning writer.

Calista Animal Hospital
Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”
Pet of the Week
-" " (W Z

Animal Services Center
of the Mesilla Valley
3551 Bataan Memorial West

Help sponsor an
adoptable animal!
To sponsor call:

524-8061

When Grubby first came in, she had not been taken
care of very well and her beautiful fur was covered

To adopt calll:
with thick mats. She was picked up as a stray and 382-0018

nobody ever bothered to claim her. Now that she’s o visit
heen groomed, she looks great. Come meet Grubby! petango.com/ascmv

Calista Animal Hospital
1889 Calle de Nifos * www.calistaanimalhospital.com
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Not everyone concerned about government is an activist

The ‘silent majority’
By Michael Swickard

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

There is an old saying that humans were
created to give mosquitoes something to
eat. Likewise, some people think citizens are
created to enable government to get bigger. I
would like to believe the myriad government
rules put upon citizens each day are of the
utmost necessity and not just our government
training us to be compliant citizens.

A free society still must abide by rules to
ensure each citizen is free to be free but some
rules seem to only enhance government’s
reach into our lives. Many citizens find that
revolting and even consider revolting but our
society which revolted to become free has
passed laws against ever revolting again.

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

A rock and a hard placé

It happened to Brett, a country boy in
college on a rodeo scholarship. His folks
sent him off to college in a well-used 3/4-
ton pickup with mud and snows and a
grill that looked like the gate on a Russian
prison, a 16-foot stock trailer the color
of camouflage and an antique gas-stingy
hatchback coupe.

The story began one early chilly morn-
ing when “Marilyn,” as he affectionately
named the hatchback, wouldn’t start. When
this happened back at the ranch they would
push Marilyn up into the back of the stock
trailer and haul her to the mechanic 18
miles away in Mountain Home. Not hav-
ing a push tractor there on campus, Brett
strategically placed the opened trailer at the
foot of steep grade next to the sidewalk. He
set up two stout board ramps and walked
back up the hill to get Marilyn.

The campus seemed deserted, Bret
observed, as he pushed Marilyn over the
edge, jumped in and coasted down the
hill. He hit the ramp tracks and loaded the
projectile on the trailer with less than six
inches of clearance!

“Step one!” he said, much satisfied.

It was then that step two reared its ugly
head. On the ranch they never needed to
actually sit behind the wheel to load her, he
remembered — too late!

we do not flaunt it. Importantly, most of us are
too busy making a living to be much of an activ-
ist, but it does not mean we do not care deeply
for our country and the direction it is taking.

The media spends its time on whether the
Democrats or Republicans should run our
country. They speak of the political left or the
right. Those labels are meaningless political-
speak. It is wrong to say, “Communists are on
the left and fascists are on the right.”

W. Cleon Skousen’s great book, “The 5,000
Year Leap,” states that both communists and
fascists want more government control over
the lives of the people; therefore they are both
moving toward the side of tyranny, which is
complete government control of people. The
other end of the continuum is anarchy, where
there is no government control and each citi-
zen must look out for themselves individually.

Neither absolute tyranny nor anarchy is
desirable.

Each election in our country is not about
which political party will prosper, rather, this
fundamental question is “Do you want to
move toward tyranny or anarchy?” It does not
ask if you want complete tyranny or anarchy,
only if you want to move that direction. Each
candidate espouses values that move toward
more or less government control of our lives.

Our country falls in three general groups:

still does not shout

So there is more shouting than normal
these days by citizens in response to the reach
of government into our lives. While some
people shout, there are many more of us who
are concerned but shouting is not our way. We
are a new generation of the “silent majority.”

Then President Nixon coined the term
“silent majority” to say that not everyone was
a protestor, in fact, most were not inclined
to protest but the media only covered those
dynamic images. In the terms of today not
everyone is an activist.

While I have enormous respect for the
people and movement, I, like many others,
have not joined the Tea Party, but I am in
complete agreement with those who think the
government is reaching too far into our lives.

Most of us have a means of self-defense but

PN

about 17 percent want bigger government;
about 33 percent do not want bigger govern-
ment; and about 50 percent are not politically
minded at all. In fact, half of the people in
our country of voting age care so little about
politics they are not even registered to vote

— by choice. After all, we are at liberty to not
exercise our right to vote. In countries with
tyranny such as in 2002 Iraq, 100 percent of
the people voted for Saddam Hussein.

Back to our country. In political terms only
half of our country does vote. In that group a
third say they are conservative and a third say
they are moderate. That leaves a third to be pro-
gressive. In short, progressives want government
to be bigger and more reaching into our lives.
Our country is being pushed and prodded into
uncharted progressive territory by less than 20
percent of the total population, hardly a mandate.

When we listen to candidates talk about
why we should elect them, it is very hard for
people running on the desire to make govern-
ment bigger and more reaching to not say so in
a number of ways including promising to take
money from one citizen and give it to another
for their vote. They are in both political parties.

We can then vote according to what we
want for our future.

Michael Swickard may be contacted at
michael@swickard.com.

There was no way to get the door open.
There was no space through the window
against the solid-sided trailer.

“The hatchback!” he thought, hope in
his heart. He could see the empty street
behind him through the back window.
Over he climbed only to find that it would
not open!

As the day warmed, people began ap-
pearing. He heard children talking to a
mom nearby.

“Hey, Lady,” Brett whispered, trying not
to scare her. No response.

“Hey, Lady!” he said, raising his voice.

The mom looked around, grabbed her
kids and hurried away from the menacing
voice. For 45 minutes Brett tried to catch
the attention of passers-by.

He whistled, banged on the trailer, and
rocked Marilyn. Finally by plastering himself
against the hatchback window and flailing
like a shipwrecked sailor, he caught the at-
tention of a bicycling journalism major.

She agreed to go get help if Brett agreed
to let her film his plight and do an inter-
view first. He was cornered and acquiesced.

The article was titled, “Carpooling, the
Cowboy Way!”

/]

Baxter black may be contacted at www.
baxterblack.com.
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Enchilada dinner
for crisis center

The Child Crisis Center
of Southern New Mexico will
have a red enchilada dinner
to benefit the center from 2
to 7 p.m. Friday, April 16, at
El Caldito Soup Kitchen, 999
W. Amador Ave. Tickets are $7
and cover a drink, meal and
dessert. Delivery is available.
Dine-in guests will be enter-
tained with live music. Tickets
may be purchased at El Caldito
Soup Kitchen or at La Pifion
Sexual Assault Recovery Cen-
ter, 525 S. Melendres St.

For more information or
to purchase tickets, call Ber-
nadine Dallago at 571-6654 or
Gabe Chavez at 644-8737.

Register for Great
American Cleanup
Keep Las Cruces Beauti-
ful is seeking volunteers for
the Great American Cleanup
from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday,
April 17. A volunteer celebra-
tion hosted by Wal-Mart, 571
Walton Blvd., will follow from
noon to 1 p.m. with drawings
for donated merchandise and
gift certificates. All volunteers
will receive a goodie bag of
coupons from local sponsors.
For more information, call
Craig Fenske at 528-4723.

Night exhibits at
nature park

Visitors to the Chihuahuan
Desert Nature Park will be able
to take a peek into nocturnal
desert life from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 17, and can
learn how to use ultraviolet
lights to help illuminate scor-
pions, lichen and insects that
come out at night.

There will be arts and crafts

for the kids, and visitors are
urged to bring a flashlight and
a cameras and take evening and
twilight photographs. Booths
at the free event will highlight
Chihuahuan Desert nightlife.

The Chihuahuan Desert
Nature Park is 6.4 miles north
of U.S. Highway 70 on Jornada
Road.

For more information, call
the Asombro Institute office
at 524-3334 or visit www.
asombro.org.

Kids fishing day

New Mexico Department
of Game & Fish and Mesilla
Valley Flyfishers will co-spon-
sor a Kids Fishing Clinic from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April
17, at Alumni Pond, located
west of the Pan American Cen-
ter on the New Mexico State
University campus. The event
is open to all children and
their parents, but especially for
children ages 6- to 11-years old
with little or no fishing experi-
ence. Topics will include get-
ting started, casting, fly tying,
fishing rules and regulations,
fish identification, hooks and
knots, insects and other topics.
The program is free to children
age 11 and under. Those 12 or
older must have a New Mexico
fishing license. A free lunch
will be provided at noon.

Young fishermen should
bring fishing gear, sunscreen
and a jacket. Those without
fishing gear may borrow some
at the clinic. Free prizes and
goodies will be available for
the kids. An adult must ac-
company children attending
the event.

Pre-registration is required
at New Mexico Department of
Game & Fish by calling 532-
2100.

Las Cruces Bulletin

Coming Up

Model railroad
on display

The Doiia Ana Model Rail-
road Club will have model
trains running from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday, April 17, and
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sun-
day, April 18, at Golden Mesa
Retirement Residence, 151 N.
Roadrunner Parkway,.

For more information, call
George Kopp at 525-1956.

NMSU Museum
workshops set

The University Museum at
New Mexico State University
will host educational Saturday
Family Workshops from 10 to
11:30 a.m. and from 2 to 3:30
p.m. Saturday, April 17.

The project will be “Paint a
Southwestern Pot.” All ages are
welcome. Workshops are free
to the public, and materials
are provided. Reservations are
not required except for large
groups.

The museum is located
in Kent Hall on the corner of
University Avenue and Solano
Drive. For more information
call 646-5161 or visit www.
nmsu.edu/museum.

Earth Day events

The Organization of Aggie
Students Inspiring Sustainabil-
ity (OASIS), will have its third
Earth Day Event from 1:30 to
10 p.m. Saturday, April 17, at
Young Park, 1905 E. Nevada
Ave. The free, daylong festival
includes live music, food, lo-
cally made products and ser-
vices, educational workshops
and demonstrations, chil-
dren’s events and opportuni-
ties for local, environmentally-
progressive businesses to gain
exposure in the community.
More than 50 vendor and edu-

cational tables are expected.
Earth Day is geared toward
all ages and interests of the
community, from children to
seniors, hobbyists to profes-
sionals. Anyone interested in
becoming a sponsor, vendor,
or hosting an educational
booth may contact OASIS.

For more information,
contact oasis@nmsu.edu,
earthdaylascruces@gmail.
com, Monica at 915-240-3800
or Jessica at 590-4058.

Animal adoptions
set for Saturday

The Animal Services Cen-
ter of the Mesilla Valley will
conduct two pet adoption
events this weekend. Available
for adoption will be dogs, pup-
pies, cats and kittens.

Adoptions will take place
from 8 a.m. to noon Satur-
day, April 17, at the Farmers &
Crafts Market on the Down-
town Mall. Adoption fees are
$75 for dogs or puppies and
$50 for cats or kittens. The fee
includes the first set of vac-
cinations, spay or neuter and
microchip.

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 17, adoptions also
will be held at Pet’s Barn, 1600
S. Valley Drive. At the Pet’s
Barn event, microchipping for
pets that already have homes
will be available to the public
for $20, and city pet licenses
will be available to neutered
pets for $5 each. Licenses for
unaltered pets are $25 each.
Proof of spay or neuter is re-
quired before a $5 license will
be issued. Pet owners also must
bring current proof of rabies
vaccination for each animal to
be licensed.

For more information, call
the Animal Services Center of

the Mesilla Valley at 382-0018,
or visit www.ascmv.com. Peo-
ple who are hearing-impaired
may call 541-2182.

TV TurnOff Night

Sierra Middle School will
have a book fair and TurnOff
Night event at Barnes & Noble
Booksellers, Mesilla Valley
Mall, 700 S. Telshor Blvd., Sat-
urday through Tuesday, April
17 through 20. The Turn-
Off event will begin at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, April 20. (April 17 is
Educators’ Appreciation Day
at Barnes & Noble.)

The event is a fundraiser
for the collection development
of the Sierra library.

To benefit the Sierra library,
anyone who makes a purchase
of books, music or food at
Barnes & Noble during the
book fair must tell the cashier
that he or she wants credit to
go to Sierra. Cashiers have the
information, but they will not
ask purchasers. Online pur-
chases also are also eligible — to
give the school credit include
Sierra’s book fair number:
10172336.

For more information,
contact Sierra librarians Cathy
Boeker and Betty Champion at
527-9640, ext. 4604, or cboek-
er@lcps.k12.nm.us or bcham-
pion@lcps.k12.nm.us.

Concert benefits
MVCS musicians

The Mesilla Valley Con-
cert Band is hosting a benefit
concert for the Musical Min-
istry Tour of the Mesilla Valley
Christian Schools band and
choir students at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, April 18, at the Atkinson
Recital Hall on the New Mex-
ico State University campus.
Tickets are $5.

Friday, April 16, 2010

GOP women meet

The Federated Republican
Women of Dona Ana County
will meet at 11:30 a.m. Friday,
April 23, at the Good Samaritan
Society-Las Cruces Village, 3011
Buena Vida Circle. The program
will feature the Republican can-
didates for land commissioner,
state representative District 37
and county commissioner Dis-
trict 2. Lunch is $8 and reserva-
tions are required by Sunday
April 18.

For more information or
to make reservations, call Lori
English at 373-9322 or Cath-
erine Fuller at 527-5574.

Registration under
way for kids’ sports

The City of Las Cruces is
now taking registration for
Kids’ Sports 101, four weeks
of organized sports fundamen-
tals instruction in basketball,
flag football, soccer and golf.
Instruction is from 3 to 4 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from Monday, April 19,
through Friday, May 14, at the
Meerscheidt Recreation Center,
1600 E. Hadley Ave.

The program is for children
5 to 10 years of age. Registration
will be ongoing until classes are
filled. The program will cater
to children who are interested
in learning the basics of orga-
nized team sports in a safe and
non-threatening atmosphere.
Development of motor skills
necessary for further involve-
ment in sports activities will be
a primary focus. The registra-
tion fee is $30 per child.

For more information, call
Meerscheidt Recreation Cen-
ter at 541-2563.

The TTY number is 541-
2661.
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Racquetball league
begins April 26

The City of Las Cruces is
now taking registrations for
the 2010 Racquetball League.
Deadline to sign up is Mon-
day, April 19. The cost for the
league is $12 per participant.
Participants must be 18 years
or older to participate. League
play is scheduled from April 26
through May 22.

Tournament play is sched-
uled for May 31 through
June 26.

For more information,
contact the Meerscheidt Rec-
reation Center at 541-2563.
The TTY number is 541-2661.

Primetimers hear
World War Il tales

The Farm Bureau Prime-
timers will present Sgt. Stuart
Meerscheidt telling stories of
the 10th Air Force in the Chi-
na-Burma-India theater dur-
ing World War II.

Meerscheidt will provide a
rare look at a vital portion of
WWII history when the Al-
lies stood against the million-
man Japanese Army sweeping
through China.

The presentation will be
from 11:30 am. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday, April 20, at the New
Mexico Farm & Ranch Heri-
tage Museum, 4100 Dripping
Springs Road.

For more information, con-
tact John Bigbee at 233-4820
or pojobigbee@zianet.com.

Free swimming
assessments

The City of Las Cruces will
offer free swimming lesson
level assessment for any child 5
years of age or older at Frenger
Swimming Pool, 800 Parkview
Drive, from Tuesday, April 20,
through Thursday, April 22.

Individual assessments take
only a few minutes and will be
conducted between the hours
of 4 and 6 p.m. Water-safety
instructors will spend a few
minutes with each child to
properly assess their current
skill level and will recommend
the appropriate swimming les-
son level. Each child must be
prepared to enter the water
and must have a regulation
swim suit. Children may bring
goggles, however, they may
be asked to demonstrate their
skills without them. Personal
flotation devices are not al-
lowed during the assessment.
A signed parent consent form
is required for children under
the age of 18. Forms are avail-
able at Frenger Pool.

For more information,
call the Parks and Recreation
Office at 541-2554. The TTY
number is 541-2661.

Audubon Society
examines reptiles
The Mesilla Valley Audu-
bon Society will offer a presen-
tation by Doug Burkett on the
reptiles of southern New Mex-
ico at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April

Car Insurance with PERSONAL SERVICE.
NO EXTRA CHARGE.
Are you

You deserve a competitive rate on car insurance—and
free personal service from me, your State Farm® agent. Let me
help you find the coverage that’s right for you.

Call me today for more information.

Mike Apodaca, Agent
1100 South Main, Suite 103
Las Cruces, NM 88005

- Bus: 575-526-2409
www.mikeapodaca.com

| State Farm.

statefarm.com®
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company * Bloomington, IL

™
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Call 526-8000
or 1-800-897-2746

if you have information about this week’s
crime of the week or any other crime.
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Coming Up

21, at the Village at Northrise,
2882 N. Roadrunner Parkway,
in the Hallmark Building.

Burkett is a senior scien-
tist at White Sands Technical
Services and an expert New
Mexico herpetologist.

Participants  will learn
about these secretive reptiles
and have a laugh or two while
listening to Burkett’s humor-
ous tales. The program is free
and open to the public.

For more information, call
Storm Sermay at 382-3348 or
David Griffin at 382-2080.

Salad luncheon at
St. Paul’s church

St. Paul’s United Meth-
odist Women will hold their
Annual Salad Luncheon and
“Treasures of St. Paul’s” si-
lent auction from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. Wednesday, April 21,
at St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church, 225 W. Griggs Ave.

Tickets are $8 in advance
or at the door. The luncheon
includes pasta, fresh greens,
three-bean salad, vegetables
and fruit served with a chicken
breast. Takeout is available.

For more information, call
Margaret Beck at 523-0807, St.
Paul’s at 526-6689 or Ann Ma-
rie Solomon at 650-2523.

LCHA competition
The Las Cruces Horseman’s
Associations’ Western Divi-
sion will have a competition
at 8 a.m. Saturday, April 24,
at the Southern New Mexico
State Fairgrounds. The events
will include Western pleasure,
horsemanship, trail, discipline
on the rail and reining compe-
titions. Admission is free.

ATTENTION
PROPERTY OWNERS

NOTICE FROM THE OFFICE

News | A11

Ride to Defeat ALS
is Sunday, April 18

The second annual Ride
to Defeat ALS will be at 10:30
a.m. Sunday, April 18, and
will begin and end at Barnett’s
Harley-Davidson, 2600 Lake-
side Drive. Registration is $10
per person.

Participants can win prizes
including a $200 gift cer-
tificate and proceeds from
the event will help the fight
against Lou Gehrig’s disease.

For more information, call
541-1440 or 866-789-7077.

OF THE DONA ANA COUNTY ASSESSOR

(575)-647-7400 Fax #: 525-5538
Website address: www.donaanacounty.org/assessor

Property “Notices of Value” were mailed out on March 31, 2010 for the 2010 tax year. Please review your Notice

of Value thoroughly. Property taxes for 2010 will be based upon your valuation. If you have any questions or did

not receive a notice, please contact the Assessor’s office. If your mailing address has recently changed, please
submit a correction in writing or by fax. Address changes will not be taken by telephone.

Important!

PLEASE REVIEW YOUR NOTICE OF VALUE AND REPORT OR
INQUIRE AT THE ASSESSOR'’S OFFICE IF YOU:

1) Disagree with the valuation and want to file a protest.

2) Made improvements or changes to your property in excess of $10,000.

3) Want to claim “ Head of Family” exemption. This is a $2,000 reduction in the taxable value of
residential property and may be claimed by any property owner who was a New Mexico resident
on or before January 1 of the current tax year.

4) Want to claim “Veteran’s” exemption. This is a $4,000 reduction in the taxable value of
property and may be claimed by an honorably discharged veteran or the unmarried surviving
spouse of a veteran. Application to Department of Veteran’s Services is required. 575-524-6220

5) Are a 100 % disabled Veteran. Full exemption from property taxes may be granted to qualified
Veterans who are 100% disabled. Application to Department of Veteran’s Services is required.

6) Own a manufactured / mobile home. Subject to 5% penalty for non-reporting.

7) Will be age 65 before January 1, 2011 and had a modified gross household income of
$32,000 or less in the 2009 tax year. You may qualify for a “freeze” of your property valuation.

8) Are permanently disabled and had a modified gross household income of $32,000 or less
in the 2009 tax year. You may qualify for a “freeze” of your property valuation.

9) Are declaring property as agricultural for the first time. Agricultural land may be valued under
the special method of valuation in accordance with 7-36-20 NMSA. Annual applications need
not be made if the land is presently valued under the special method (below market value).

10) Requesting a church or charitable / educational exemption. Must apply to the assessor’s
office. These types of properties are not automatically exempt.

Deadlines

Deadline for all of the above items: April 30, 2010

Need More Information?

In recent years many new laws have been implemented that may limit or freeze your property valuation.
If you have questions and want to learn more about these laws please contact our office by phone or visit
with us in person during regular business hours. More information is also available on our website at
www.donaanacounty.org/assessor. Many forms and applications are also available for downloading.
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County considers E&ZXT
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cutting extension

4-H, nutrition, master gardener gj 0@/

programs on the chopping block

By Marvin Tessneer

Las Cruces Bulletin

The Dona Ana County Extension Service
failed to get definite answers at a County
Commission meeting Tuesday, April 13,
about reports the county is eliminating its
extension match funding.

A preliminary county budget does not
include its share of funding for the Exten-
sion Service, which program Director Karim
Martinez said would force the service to close
its office when the fiscal year starts in July.

Commission Chairman Oscar Vasquez
Butler said County Manager Brian Haines
and Martinez would meet to review county
revenues and expenditures.

More than 150 volunteers and support-
ers, wearing “Save the Extension” labels, at-
tended the commission meeting.

After the meeting, Martinez said there
appeared to be progress.

“I feel that the county commission is will-
ing to work with us,” said Southwest Exten-
sion District Department Director Charles
Siepel, who is based in Lordsburg and works
with nine counties in the state’s southwest.
“Everyone is getting back to the basics, and
the Extension Service is part of the basics.”

Faced with sluggish revenues, staff pre-
pared the county’s preliminary budget based
on what services the county absolutely had
to perform. Extension supporters contend
that state law mandates the county provide
one-third of the Extension Service budget,
with the federal and state governments also
providing matching funds. For the coming
fiscal year, the Dofia Ana Extension Service
is requesting $122,406 of the county. The
Extension Service also gets support from

¥

Come meet the
JOB SQUAD from

the DACC Career
Placement Office.

¥

or visit www.dacc.nmsu.edu/employers

grants, sponsorships, partnerships and
volunteers, which is estimated to be worth
more than $1 million, Martinez said.

If the Extension Service doors close, that
would mean the end of such programs as
4-H clubs, expanded food and nutrition
education and master gardeners, she said.

The Dofa Ana County 4-H Clubs have
440 members in 13 clubs from Hatch to
Santa Teresa and about 500 volunteers.

“Each level of government is requested to
contribute a corresponding one-third share
of the total cost of the County Extension
program,” Siepel said in a prepared state-
ment for the commission. “A product of this
arrangement results in a form of economic
development for Dofia Ana County.

“Each dollar funded by the county will
be matched by $1 of state funds and $1 of
federal funds. In addition to the $2 match
of state and federal funds an additional
$665,706 will be made available from grants
for county Extension programs. Grant funds
are truly an economic development func-
tion for the county and only made possible
by the cooperative one-third funding from
the County of Dofia Ana for the County Ex-
tension Office.”

“For almost 100 years the NMSU Coop-
erative Extension Service (CES) has partnered
with local county governments to offer practi-
cal, research-based knowledge and programs
to improve the quality of life for people in
New Mexico,” Martinez said. “CES-based
programs are in the areas of agriculture and
natural resources, consumer and family issues,
4-H youth development and community eco-
nomic development. CES provides programs
to improve the health and well-being of indi-
viduals, communities and the environment.”

NMSU | DONA ANA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

reer Expo 2010

Thurs, April 22
10am-3pm

DACC Central Campus
3400 S. Espina St.
Rooms 75, 77, 79

PUBLIC INVITED

This is a great opportunity

to see who is hiring and meet
local and regional employers.

For more information
call (575) 527-7538

Where Students Come First! "™ DMC

) -

NMSU

Continued from page A1

look at revenues coming and make decisions
about increases or decreases in comparison to
the previous year’s budget.

Too often, however, budgets aren’t com-
pared to actual spending by the large, complex
educational institutions, Bunsis said.

Looking at the I&G part of the NMSU bud-
get is only a small slice of the whole NMSU
financial picture. Besides money from state
government and student tuition, the univer-
sity operations are supported by a variety of
funding — assorted use fees, grants that cover
academic overhead, industry contracts for re-
search and development, game tickets, park-
ing tickets and many other sources, including
property leasing.

All of NMSU’s functions — with branch col-
leges included — amounts to more that $500
million of economic activity, with the I&G
portion a relatively small feature in the total
budget, according to Bunsis.

After comparing the university’s assets
against its actual spending, NMSU ended the
last fiscal year with reserves of $154 million,
Bunsis said.

The share of NMSU funding to come from
the state will decrease from $214.2 million to
$193.8 million.

“This is not the end of the world when
looking at total reserves,” he said. “The univer-

Friday, April 16, 2010

Peregrinos

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Richard DaV|s
Director of Casa de Peregrinos Rebecca Renteria unloads a truck April 10, to help
restock the shelves of the emergency food bank for the homeless. The food came
from a food drive held at Lowe’s Fiesta Foods.

sity is not even close to being broke.”

In fact, NMSU’s finances are so healthy the
university enjoys a very high bond rating.

Even after examining the university’s com-
mitments to future spending, there remains
“significant liquidity” in NMSU’s coffers, Bun-
sis said.

Yes, NMSU’s investments suffered loses in
the stock market, but at the same time the uni-
versity enjoyed healthy growth in enrollment
and grants, he said.

Enrollment growth has been a key player in
keeping NMSU finances healthy, according to
Bunsis. Between 2005 and 2009, NMSU’s to-
tal enrollment went from 26,391 students to
34,150 — a 29-percent increase in four years.

“That is really incredible enrollment
growth,” Bunsis said. “I’ve have never seen such
consistent growth at any other institution.”

Meanwhile, student tuition and fees in-
creased at a greater rate than inflation while
faculty salaries still lag behind those at NMSU-
designated peer institutions, according to Bun-
sis. Also, faculty salaries amount to a little less
than 15 percent of the total budget, he said.

Bunsis urged faculty attending the forums
to change the debate from where to make cuts
to how to better allocate resources to the insti-
tution’s core mission of education. And Bunsis
contends that NMSU is flush enough to make
those changes without cutting or making
NMSU overly costly to students.

“This university is in a stronger financial
situation than most universities in the country
and that is a fact,” Bunsis said.

SHOOTING FAIR

SEESERINATRISIRTINANINGR

BU1TERFIELD TRAIL SHOO

FEATU RING

TIM BRADLEY

= Benelli

AT 1PM,
BENELLI USA’S WORLD
RENOWNED SHOTGUN
EXHIBITION SHOOTER

APRIL 24, 2010

NG RANGE
STARTING AT 8 AM

SPONSORED BY
Picacho Gun Club

New Mexico Department
of Game & Fish

of Las Cruces
Parks & Recreation Department

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Southwest
Consolidated Sportsmen

Wild Turkey Sportsmen

Scheduled exhibitions, activities and events include: Shoot Berelli Shotguns, Gowboy Action Shooting, Black

Powder Demorstrations, Machine Gun Demonstrations, Fishing Exhibits, Archery Demonstrations, Supervised Participation
Small Bore Rifle & Pistol Activities for Youth Shooters, Locally Recognized Food Vendors (Barbecue & Mexican;) Displays

by Regional Sportsman, Conservation Clubs and Sporting Goods Dealers

Dona Ana County
Associated Sportsmen
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St o538 Treasurer: Property taxes due May 1

“We make every effort to notify ever
Several ways avallable t0 make PAYMENt  propaty bwner of hei o obligotione

Gutierrez said. “If you haven’t paid your

Dona Ana County Treasurer David Take a check or money order to any .
Gutierrez is reminding property own- Wells Fargo Bank branch located in property taxes, please don’t miss the May
- /{«'», ers they have until May 10 to pay their Dofia Ana County. 10 deadline. We urge all property owners
second-half property taxes before state- + Pay in person at the Treasurer’s Office ~ '© avoid state-mandated penalties and
( Y. \* ‘ mandated interest and penalties begin to from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through ~ Iterest by making arrangements to pay
, v accumulate. More than 39,500 second- Friday (excluding holidays), at 845 N. their property taxes on time. .
00t r hina?’f" .. half tax bills have been mailed out. Motel Blvd. . Property owners with mortgages will,
i 'ﬁ In an effort to make the payment pro-  + Use the drop box inside the Dofia Ana '™ nearly all cases, have their property
4 ' cess as convenient as possible, Gutierrez County Government Center, adjacent ~ 3X8 paid by the escrow holder. )
' said he hasimplemented a number of ways to the Treasurer’s Office teller windows Property owners who have not paid
for property owners to remit payment: +  Pay online at at www.donaanacounty. their taxes in full and have not yet re-
* Mail the payment to the Treasurer’s Of- org/tax with a credit card, debit card ceived second-half bills Sho}lld mme-
fice using the self-addressed envelope or electronic check. (There is a fee for diately contact the Treasurer’s Office at
provided with the tax notice. utilizing this option.) 647-7433.

—| Food for thought from Farmers. }7
Founded in 1928.

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Richard Davis L ; t ; 0 n e ; h 2009
Geraldine and Denny Calhoun accept $405 raised t dn e{U er ln 2
for Cowboys for Cancer Research by Picacho Middle
School through a basketball game between eighth-

grade students and faculty Friday, April 9.

Farmers Insurance was founded in 1928, a year before the
crash. Back then, when others paid claims with IOUs, we
paid cash. For over 80 years now, we've followed a

conservative investment approach.We don't invest in junk

bonds or financial derivatives.We are Farmers Insurance.

FINEJEWELRY
ESTATE

CU STO M D ESI GN The very first Farmers Insunnce agents picured  tOMOrrow; call a local Farmers agent today for auto,
with our first clients. Fashion styles may have
REP a I RS changed. Our commitment to our clients hasn't. home, business, and life insurance.

And we are over 15000 agents strong. Be ready for

1300 El Paseo Rd. * 526-2809

We buy,. golds silver, and platinum

April

1 Dennis Flores Scott Yurcic Gregg Martin Dave Patterson Robert McMullan

i l f h M n h i 128 N. Campo St. 1960 N. Solano 250 W. Amador Ave., Ste. 101 15108S. Solano Dr., Ste. E 3415 Bataan Memorial West
Spec a 0 t e o t I (575) 524-4800 (575) 522-3000 (575) 525-3107 (575) 525-0540 (575) 382-0370
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)
)

o

Domingo Rodriquez ~ Bruce Buchman Steve Howard Dick Diaz Ken Miyagishima
1115 Commerce Dr. 1698 S. Telshor Blvd., Ste. B 675 S. Solano 1840 E. Lobhman Ave. 15108S. Solano Dr., Ste. C
Twisted Seagrass Safari* with Rayosan 4 (575) 521-8610 (575) 522-1111 (575) 525-1509 (575) 524-0150 (575) 521-4444

Blocks 96%-99% of the sun’s harmful rays

Reg. $26 Now Only $20

While supplies last. *Hatband prints will vary.

s

Mike Gibbs Sam Garcia Betty Solis Phil Karnes Phil Ebly, Sr.

O

Mesilla
Ploza

Calle Principal

Wed.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m
Sun. Noon-5 p.m.

., )’q{ > h i il | ST 1 601 N. Solano Dr. 250 W. Amador, Ste. 101 3850 Foothills Rd., Ste. 13 900 N. Main St., Ste. C 2990 N. Main St., Ste. 3C
RO . o I+ (575) 524-2806 (575) 525-6703 (575) 525-3106 (575) 524-8525 (575) 523-0625
E o wm { ‘ Pecante Plaza C, Hatch 1500 Date St. T or C
i { il & e
,)Menswear Acces s'from Head to Toe i L el (73) 8odet i
R ™ xmmnm ikl A [ |
N "”“”l""“.""““"
Avenida de Mesilla 'f <z On the Mesilla Plaza | /IIFI.%:{AAE:& \ o |
£ 575.647.1148 | RA&EY FARMERS |
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Miss Native American NMSU
Celebrating Indian heritage

Friday, April 16, 2010

Photos by Richard Davis

the audience
for this year's
contestants.

=
=
.
) are held throughout Indian Country to educate young
- /| women and the greater community about the culture
1Ty /| and traditions.
r o] Former
= ; Miss Native
e | 2 American
! 3 : NMSU holds
e “ questions
E‘ ) ? written by
T - k-
» 3 .0:'
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e
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The
contestants
for the 2010
Miss Native
American
NMSU
Pageant

llene Cruz reacts to being named Miss Native
American NMSU at the annual pageant Friday, April 9,
at the Corbett Center Student Union Auditorium.

appear before
the audience
as part of

| the annual

itchen
oncepts

1880 E. Lohmun e 575.527.8230
dreum-kitchens.net
Mon. - Fri. 8a.m. - 5 p.m.
and by appointment evenings and weekends

pageant.

Are NM State
foothall season
tickets T00 good
of adeal?

Season tickets cost 56% less than the
price of single-game tickets

Lowest season-ticket prices in the WAC
and the region

Buying season tickets is like getting more
than half the season for FREE

Midfield, reserved season tickets start at
just $47... that’s only $ 7.83 per game!

Tickets: 575-646-1420
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59TH ANNUAL OBSERVANCE

NATIONALDAY OF PRAYER THURSDAY MAY 6, 2010

PRAYER

i

3 Prayer Breakfast 6:45am.-8:30 a.m. Days Inn Mesilla Valley Conference Center
TR Avenida de Mesilla ® $15 Breakfast Buffet  Tickets via local churches
and Chapter & Verse Christian Bookstore

Free admission ® 12:05 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. ¢ City Hall Steps
\ ircle OQur City
. \'V\VIth Prayer Complimentary sandwiches, fruit & water

a er Tents Visit one of the Prayer Tents at local Wal-Mart locations and join
others in praying for our city, state and nation.

Tﬁ‘mfn “\‘\'\“‘—‘\640-8682 or 575-650-3530 or visit www.nationaldayofprayer.org

Natlona of Prayer is a Judeo-Christian organization not affiliated with any particular denomination.
On NDP, denominations come together in unity seeking God’s mercy and grace upon our lives and nation.

| National Day of Prayer Ad graciously sponsored by
“FoGON

ssssssssssss MesiLLa S
MOUNTAIN okt T Y allte. BERNINA'*‘\' Casey Carpet  Bulletin %ﬂléﬁp&gﬁ@{g@g s> FH

ChwisciaN Schools

Development 1002 W. Picacho Ave. 1601 E. Lohman 1515 W. Amador 540 E. Telshor, Ste. E 1300 El Paseo, 3861 N. Main St. K-12th grade
1310 Picacho Hills Dr. 524-3586 523-2000 523-9595 524-8061 Ste. B2 523-3933 3850 Stern Dr.
Ste. 1, Larry & Carole Brown Jim & Marsha Cowan Gina Hoffman David & Jaki McCollum 525-1960 Boh, Wanda & Paul 525-8515
523-2500 Owners Owners Schweinebraten Owners Mark Smith Bowman Ivan Stubbs
Bob & Karen Pofahl, bernina-lascruces.com Vice President lascrucesbulletin.com Owner Owners Superintendent

Owners ashleyhomestores.com
picachomountain.com
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Timothy Yu,
Sharvella
Norris,
Lauren Moore
and Katie
Fernandez
help with |
“The Big
Event” held
at Dickerson'’s
Event Center
Saturday,
April 10.

The event
benefited
Feed My
Starving
Children and
Haiti relief
efforts.

DON'T MISS

ONLY 14 DAYS LEFT!

$8,000 for First-Time Home Buyers’
$6,500 for Current Home Buyers”

1. AVALON VILLAS

From the $110's @ (575) 993-4310
2. VILLAS DE SONOMA

From the $130's e (575) 993-4310
3. SEDONA RIDGE

From the $170's @ (575) 521-7977
& EAST SONOMA RANCH
From the $190's ® (575) 521-7977
4. RINCON MESA

From the $110's e (575) 373-8544
5. VISTA DE LA MONTANA
From the $130's ® (575) 373-2015
6. PARK HILL ESTATES

From the $110's ® (575) 373-9791

7. DEL REY ESTATES
From the $120's ® (575) 373-9791

Models Open Daily! Mon-Sat 10 am - 6 pm & Sun 11 am - 6 pm

D-RHORION &=

Almericas
www.NM.DRHorton.com

Prices, availability, incentives, plan features and materials are subject to change without notice and will vary by subdivision. Square footages are approximate. All floor
plans and elevations are artist's renderings. Not all buyers will qualify for all programs. See a D.R. Horton sales consultant in the community for details.

*Federal tax credit of up to $8,000 available to first-time home buyers (or up to $6,500 for repeat buyers) who close escrow on or before April 30, 2010 (or before July 1,
2010 if a binding contract is signed by April 30, 2010). Income limitations apply. Amount of tax credit, if any, is not paid to buyer upon close of escrow. Buyer must claim
the tax credit on buyer’s federal income tax return. Not all buyers will qualify. This information is provided for general guidance only and does not constitute tax advice.
Please consult an accountant or attorney for your particular situation. Visit www.federalhousingtaxcredit.com for complete details.

chtree Hills

Mesa Grande

Hoagland

W. Picacho

Las Cruces Bulletin

Food for Haiti
Volunteers pack meals

Friday, April 16, 2010

Photos by Richard Davis

Las Cruces Crime Stop-
pers is offering a $1,000 re-
ward for information that
helps locate a woman who
has been missing since Feb-
ruary.

Robin Colts, 46, was re-
ported missing from her
home on McArthur Road,
in east Las Cruces, on Feb.
15. The Dofia Ana County
Sheriff’s Office entered Colts
into the National Crime In-
formation Center as a miss-
ing-endangered person.

Colts is white, 5 feet 2
inches tall and weighs 110
pounds. She has blue eyes
and shoulder-length dyed
black hair. Colts was last

// CRIIVIE STOPPERS

LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

seen wearing a blue shirt
and green Lucky Charm
sweatpants, or pajamas.
Even though Colts disap-
peared in mid-February,
when temperatures were
cooler, she was not wearing
a jacket or shoes at the time
she was last seen.
Investigators learned
that at around 8 a.m. on Feb.
15, a motorist saw a woman
who matched the descrip-
tion of Colts standing just
off the roadway near the

%S ﬁgOWCASE

il Scattered sites throughout Las Cruces  Admission is FREE

Presented by

BUILDING INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO

2825 N. Main St.
Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 526-6126
www.biasnm.org

Kyle Valdez,
a freshman
at New
Mexico State
University,
carries a box
i that holds
36 packages
of food. In
all, more
than 10,600
packages of
food were
assembled
at “The Big
Event.”

COLTS

NASA-Baylor Canyon Road
intersection on U.S. High-
way 70.

If you have any informa-
tion on the whereabouts of
Robin Colts you are asked to
call Las Cruces Crime Stop-
pers at 800-222-TIPS (8477)
or send a tip via text message
to LCTIPS (528477).

The Crime Stoppers
number and text messag-
ing services are operational
24 hours a day and you do
not have to give your name
to collect a reward.

2010

—u—  April 23-25, 30 & May 1-2

Fridays 4 p.m.-7 p.m.  Saturdays 10 a.m. -7 p.m.

Sundays Noon - 5 p.m.

www.LasCrucesShowcaseofHomes.com

Pick up a Showcase guide at locations throughout Las Cruces or call (575) 526-6126 for a free copy.
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Cultural Awareness week
Koreans ShOW customs

Photos by Niki Rhynes

Korean citizens stand with
Myong O’Donnell, far left,

an instructor at Dofia Ana
Community College, Monday,
April 11, during Cultural
Awareness Week held at the
central campus commons.

The week, designated by the
Cultural Diversity Committee
and the Associated Students of
DACC, includes food, films and
cultural discussions.

Traditional food was provided
by 5 Brothers Chinese Food.

Leehejoung Lawrenze of Albuquerque performs a folk
dance for the event that recognized Korean culture.

A\

Leehejoung Lawrenze and Kim Young of Albuqu
traditional wedding garb.

Meet the physicians at New Mexico Cardiovascular Associates. When it comes to something as serious as a potential life-threatening NEW MEXICO

CARDIOVASCULAR

heart problem, you want someone with excellent training and years of experience. You want someone committed to providing quality ASSOCIATES

care for our community. You want the doctors at New Mexico Cardiovascular Associates.

575.522.6806



Friday, April 16, 2010

. VB3 IEL's,
7SI ICES;

Las Cruces Bulletin

News | A18

Victory on the green

up to

$5.000 REBATE

Photo by the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce

White Sands Missile Range Post Command Sgt. Maj. Ronnie Curry accepts the
trophy for the WSMR Spring Golf Tournament from Greater Las Cruces Chamber

* of Commerce Board Chair Kiel Hoffman. The tournament is one of two annual
on new Buells tournaments hosted by the chamber to create better relations between area

businesses and the installation. WSMR won the tournament 25-11 at the Picacho
*Rebate amount depends on model. Not all models included. No other discounts or Hills Country Club on April 8.

promotions apply. See a representative for details.

SUNLAND PARK

RACETRACK & CASINO

KENTUCKY (&) DERBY 136..

SATURDAY, MAY 1
TURF CLUB PACKAGES AVAILABLE
FOR ONLY $30 PER PERSON!
CALL;(575),874:5200.

> . «’ ‘{’N
/\ LAST FEW/ DAYS OF LIVE nncma"
../ SUVERACING. A;,

8 TUESDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY!

£L FIRST POST TIME 12:55PM ¢ 12 IIAGES
APIIIl 20'“ lAS'I' DAY IIF lWE IIAGINE

iy b i e, EARN|E| N'I?IES TODAY!}
| THIS FRIDAY! Don’t miss your last chance to correctly pick a horse that runs 1 or 2" in s I o o o o

each of the last five races on Friday’s Sunland Park Racetrack & Casino races and you (T HIS TH“HSDAY'

could win $1,000. Visit Science of Horseplay for details. VISIT CLUB FIESTA FOR DETAILS.
I-10 TO SUNLAND PARK EXIT 13 ¢ (575) 874-5200

SUNLAND PARK RACETRACK & CASINO SUPPORTS RESPONSIBLE GAMING. FOR HELP, CALL 1-800-572-1142.




Friday, April 16, 2010 Las Cruces Bulletin News | A19

A HEART ATTACK CAN EVEN
HAPPEN WHILE READING
THE MORNING PAPEP.

Memorial Medical Center
CARDIAC SERVICES | Care for your Health
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WSIFF

Continued from page A1

offer networking opportunities. It is hoped that partici-
pants will build relationships and make connections to
enhance their pursuit of a career in film.

Among WSIFF’s primary goals is “creating opportu-
nities for artistic interaction and exchange among inde-
pendent filmmakers, directors, producers, distributors,
backers and the film-going community.” Not only do or-
ganizers want to exhibit the best films possible, but they
want the festival to serve as an opportunity for the launch-
ing of new projects, perhaps getting them financed and
distributed.

With the increased profile of filmmaking in New Mex-
ico, there is optimism for the continued growth and suc-
cess of the White Sands International Film Festival.

NEW MEXICO STATE

Las Cruces Bulletin

/ T, ==
Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson
Steven Goluska and Jim Pudlewski assemble a high
chair Saturday, April 10, at the future child crisis center
at the Mesilla Valley Community of Hope.

Kids 12 and Under: Free
Buy tickets today at the Pan Am Box
office or call 646-1420

Friday, April 16, 2010

Child

Continued from page A1

not us, then who?”” Richmond said.

In looking for a place to house the center, the unused home-
less family shelter was an opportune facility and La Pifion was
able to convince all the entities in charge to use it. About a year
and a half into the effort, La Pifion is now working with various
government agencies — from police and emergency care provid-
ers to social work and family service agencies — to prepare for all
the services that will be needed.

The center will start by housing as many as to 12 children up
to the age of 5 who are not attending school because the orga-
nization is not ready yet to provide school transportation. The
center will only house children watched over by staff 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Children will be able to stay at the center
up to 30 days and parents will be able to have supervised visits,
depending on the child’s crisis.

Richmond said what the center defines as a crisis will be flex-
ible. It could be as severe as getting the child out of a home situ-
ation where there is some kind of immediate hazard, or it could
be as moderate as a young parent feeling overwhelmed by his
or her new responsibility. The focus of the center is to prevent
tragedy, she said.

Children can return to their original home so long as case-
workers determine it is a safe, healthy environment. The center
will help link the children’s parents to local services.

For Richmond, the child crisis center is long overdue, espe-
cially in light of the deaths of seven children from abuse last
year. “We couldn’t get it done soon enough,” she said.

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson
Marina Ribeiro, 12, was one of the volunteers Saturday,
April 10, helping to spruce up the former homeless
family building on the Mesilla Valley Community

of Hope campus. La Piflon Sexual Assault Recovery
Services of Southern New Mexico will be using the
quarters for a future child crisis center.

Our Remodel
Is Complete! ’

Come in and save

On All New & Reconditioned Vacuum Cleaners

More than 100
to choose from!

Vacuum Cleaner

Specialists Inc.
855 Spruce ¢ 524-9412

(on the corner of Spruce & Solano)
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Let’s set the record straight.

I'like Marvin Menzies. The man in
charge of basketball at New Mexico State
has become a popular figure.

Good coach. Good recruiter. Good
guy.
But when UTEP, one of the Aggies’
dreaded opponents, recently hired Tim
Floyd to coach its team, the Miners
struck gold.

UTEP fans are already lining up for
season tickets. They remember Floyd
from olden days when he coached with
the very popular Don Haskins.

I remember him when he sat next
to Haskins on the bench when UTEP
was dominating the WAC in the 1980s.
Floyd, sharp-looking and well-spoken,
did most of Haskins’ recruiting.

He was good at that. Real good. Still
is, probably.

He’s a throwback to the days when
basketball coaches worked for good, but
not insanely high, salaries.

When sports was fun.

Floyd had a sense of humor, some-
thing that has escaped many modern-
day coaches. It’s hard to laugh when
youre drawing a million-dollar salary.

I recall when Haskins, overweight
and not exactly svelte, once fell out of his
chair on the sidelines during an anxious
moment in a UTEP game.

The crowd grew quiet.

“Help me up,” Haskins yelled at
Floyd, who stared down at his boss,
grinning.

“I think I'll just leave you there,”
Floyd said.

“You do and you're fired,” Haskins
shot back.

Naturally, Floyd acquiesced and
helped his boss back up to his chair.

Working for Haskins wasn’t easy. He
was a perfectionist, ruled with authority
and lost his temper often.

Floyd, however, had the relaxed tem-
perament that enabled him to endure
and respect Haskins’ genius.

He went on to coach at the University
of New Orleans, Iowa State and, later, in
the NBA.

He was accused recently of helping
funnel a good sum of money to O. J.
Mayo, a freshman superstar at Southern
Cal when Floyd coached there.

Tim quit USC for lack of support
from the administration.

His critics insist he cheated and was
fired.

And several in the national media
insist that it will become evident that the
NCAA will catch up to him at UTEP.

I can’t buy that. Surely the Miners

See UTEP on page A23
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Ags’ leading hitter looks
at life off the diamond

By John Keith

Las Cruces Bulletin

A long time from now, when
Leo Aguirre quits baseball,a career
in politics is a strong possibility.

Real strong.

“I'm thinking about setting
up my own office some day,” said
Aguirre, New Mexico State’s lead-
ing hitter.

Aguirre is personable, talks
comfortably and is quick with a
handshake, admirable qualities
for a politician.

Moreover, his father, Leo Sr., is
well connected as a lobbyist at the
state capitol in Austin, Texas.

Lena Guerrero, his mother
who is deceased, became the first
female seated on the Texas Rail-
road Commission.

“She knew everybody,” Agu-
irre said. “She played golf with
Willie Nelson. I remember she
asked him once what was par for
the hole they were about to play.
He told her that ‘Par is whatever I
make it to the hole in.”

Aguirre, a senior marketing
major, figures heavily in New
Mexico State’s 2-2-1 early-season
WAC record, good enough for
second place behind Fresno State’s
3-1 mark.

The Ags are 24-11-1 overall,
thanks to a .370 team hitting aver-
age, the league’s best.

Aguirre is batting .421 with
seven home runs and 36 RBI. He’s
swatted 15 doubles and owns a
.706 slugging average.

I don’t
think a lot of
people realize

how well
we hit.

LEO AGUIRRE,
NMSU baseball

“He’s a doubles guy,” said
coach Rocky Ward. “Hits a lot of
line drives.”

Aguirre was selected
WAC Player of the Week and
collegebaseballinsider.com’s West
Regional Player of the Week for his
performance March 29-April 4.

He hit .565, going 13 for 23
with six doubles and seven RBI.
He did not strike out at the plate
during that span.

Aguirre plays both left field

With an eye on politics

and first base, two responsibilities
he brought with him from Austin
Bowie High School. He made all-
state there his senior year.

“We’re an underrated hitting
team,” Aguirre said about the Ag-

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Richard Davis
Leo Aguirre’s consistent hitting has helped the Aggies to an
early second-place start in the WAC standings.

gies. “I don’t think a lot of people
realize how well we hit”

Aguirre, a senior whose hit-
ting has improved steadily since
his freshman year, said that Gary

See Aguirre on page A23
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Craig Massey
Onate’s Brandon Garner competes in the triple

jump at the Onate Invitational Saturday at the

Field of Dreams.

OHS on the rise

Onate Knight track team fields
crop of skilled, talented athletes

By Craig Massey

Las Cruces Bulletin

In his 20 years as an assistant and head
coach at Onate High School, David Nuiiez
has worked with many good track and field
teams and many outstanding individual
athletes.

He says this year’s team is one of the
best.

“There are good athletes on both sides
(boys and girls),” he said. “Usually, one
team has more than the other. We have
sprinters, distance runners, relays, throw-
ers and jumpers.

“It makes for a good team.”

Nuilez has coached athletes that have
set eight state records over the years and
have won about 33 state championships.

“In the early 1990s, we had some quality
girls teams that won state championships,”
he said. “This one is very close to those. This
team may have more in the field events.”

The Onate boys have won two meets

this year and have finished near the top in
the others, and the girls have finished in the
top three in each meet.

Senior Zoe Meade, a transfer from Las
Cruces High last summer, has qualified for
the state championships in six events, al-
though she can only compete in five. She
has reached the state standard in the high
jump, long jump, 200 and three relays.
Meade currently has the fastest 5A time in
the state in the 200 meters — 25.04.

Another top performer on the girls’ side
is junior Kendra Walker, who currently
holds the best time in the state in the 100
meters — 11.98. She also anchors the team’s
two sprint relay teams.

“She’s been a great addition to the
team,” Nufiez said.

Walker finished second at the Sepulve-
da Invitational meet in Albuquerque on
Monday, while Meade won the high jump,

See Onate on page A23
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Aguirre
Continued from page A21

Ward, the Aggies’ hitting coach, along with
head coach Rocky Ward, are strong hitting
instructors.

“Coach Ward (Gary) teaches a certain style
of hitting,” Aguirre said. “He’s so in-depth. It’s
incredible how much he can get out of one
swing. Coach Rock is a big help, too.

“Now I'm getting under the ball more, get-
ting more power,” Aguirre said.

Rocky Ward has moved Aguirre from the
No. 5 to the No. 4 spot in the Aggies’ hitting
rotation. Ben Harty, NMSU’s regular clean-up
batter, is nursing a hand injury that will keep
him out of the lineup for another three weeks
at least.

Ward feels comfortable letting Aguirre hit
No. 4.

“He’s not the most powerful hitter, but he’s

Onate

Continued from page A21

placed second in the 200 and was fifth in the
long jump.

The coach also mentioned two “unsung”
relay specialists — Jennifer Lopez and Aman-
da Goodluck.

On the boys’ side, Ofiate is loaded with
top athletes in most of the events. One of
the leaders is Brandon Garner, who has
qualified for state in the high jump and tri-
ple jump, and also is a standout in the long
jump.

Joe Mazone is the team’s top distance
runner, qualifying in the 3200 and 1600 me-
ters. Zach Hernandez has qualified in the
shot put and discus.

UTEP

Continued from page A21

would not have hired him if that were true.
Surely they checked with the NCAA before
hiring him. There’s too much at stake in

Las Cruces Bulletin

consistent,” Ward said.

Aguirre likes the chemistry on New Mexico
State’s team. “Lately, we've started jelling,” he
said.

“Everybody in baseball has a bad day. When
that happens, we pick each other up. And our
pitching is starting to come around.”

The Aggies started the season off with an
0-3 record. “We’ve gotten progressively better,”
Aguirre said. “ We knew we weren’t that bad.”

Indeed. NMSU recently won 12 straight
games until Nevada broke the string with a
17-2 victory Saturday, April 10.

Aguirre and the Aggies open a four-game
series at San Jose State Friday, April 16.

They will stay over for a series with Sacra-
mento State the following week. “It’s cheaper
to stay than it is to fly home, then fly back to
Sacramento,” Gary Ward said.

New Mexico State’s coach is taking his team
to watch the New York Yankees play the Oak-
land Athletics during their West Coast visit.

“Zach has done a tremendous job for us,”
Nuiiez said. “And Joe has a couple of wins
under his belt.”

Christian Trevino is a standout in the
javelin and Kris Cogswell has qualified in
the 800 meter run and anchors the medley
relay. Andrew Keppler, a sophomore, has
reached a height of 12-3 in the pole vault.

Relay specialists include Ty Muldrow,
Forrest Smith and Allen Arrington.

Garner, Cogswell, Trevino, Hernandez,
Keppler and Jason Hayes (110 hurdles) were
invited to compete in the Sepulveda event in
Albuquerque. Garner, who has a top leap of
6-4 this spring, won the high jump.

“I'm equally proud of our athletes that
finish fifth and sixth in these events,” Nufez
said. “Those points add up and they make a
difference.”

this deal.

And we can move on to the future when
NMSU vs. UTEP in basketball might acciden-
tally be fun again. Hostile, but fun.

Menzies and Floyd should be an entertain-
ing experience.

No matter who wins.
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Thursday, April 29

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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3100 Herb Wimberly Drive
$20 for Chamber members
$40 for non-members

Featured speaker
Dr. Veronica Garcia
New Mexico Secretary of Education
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Spring planting
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Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Richard Davis
Kelly Henderson, teacher at Alma d’arte Charter High School and an AmeriCorps
volunteer, explains to New Mexico State University track and field athlete Randi
Grimes how deep to dig a hole for tree planting. The track team helped the

school prepare for the Las Cruces Tour of Gardens set for Saturday, May 15.

Are NM State
foothall season
tickets T00 good
of a deal?

Season tickets cost 56% less than the
price of single-game tickets

Lowest season-ticket prices in the WAC
and the region

Buying season tickets is like getting more
than half the season for FREE

Midfield, reserved season tickets start at
just $47...that’s only $ 7.83 per game!

Tickets: 575-646-1420
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At the ol’ ball game
... and it’s one, two, three strikes you're out!

Friday, April 16, 2010

Photos by Niki Rhynes

Justin Cooper

Cooper and Leo Aguirre discuss
strategy at the pitcher’s mound
during the game on Sunday.

pitched three innings
for the Aggies
Sunday, April 11, in
the final game of

a four-game series
against Nevada.

The Aggies went
2-1-1 against the
Wolfpack, 11-7, 2-17,
17-7 and 10-10.

Loyal fans J.H. and
Dorothy Peters cheer |
on the NMSU baseball
team as they play the
Nevada Wolfpack.

Richard Lucero
and Adan
Camps follow
a foul ball at
Presley Askew
Field.

Parker Hipp
leaps to make
a play at
second base.

Membership at Las Cruces Country Club
provides you with unlimited golf and
access to all facilities, including dining
and social activities.

Thisis a limited time offer and a one (1)
year commitment is required. For more
information please call (575) 526-9723
or visit 2700 North Main.

- Call Today!

Get Back into the Game

For a limited time you can join Las Cruces Country Club ‘\Yea,.s,

100 Days for $100

Cru
V2% T U0y

Country Club

The Friendliest Country Club in Town

2700 N. Main 526-9723
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Il Trovatore, Verdi
Performed at Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona, Spain
Sun., Apr. 18 at Noon
Tue., Apr. 20 at 7 p.m.
All Seats $20

The Abduction from the Seralio, Mozart
LIVE from the Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona, Spain
One Live Showing Only, Wed. April 21, Noon;
Replay at 7 p.m. e All seats $20

Coming soon:
L'ORFEQ ® Queen of Spades, LIVE

Buy your tickets today!

A
=48
THEATRES

Visit www.AllenTheatresInc.com
or call 523-6900 for more
information.

Showing only at the

CINEPORT 10
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Onthegreen: Unfinished business

Looking back at some recent golf stories

Risk-reward follow-up

On March 19, I addressed a reader’s question on how to
figure out the best play on a shot that is high-risk and high-
reward. Mary Armstrong, a scratch golfer at Sonoma Ranch,
wrote in an email the following to expand on my thoughts.

“I would disagree with you on the description of an ideal
risk-reward hole only slightly. First of all, risk-reward is pretty
much the epitome of the game — and most every good hole has
some degree of it. In my opinion, the best risk-reward holes
give you the reward of a much easier following shot. Further-
more, the risk should be consistent with the reward.”

Thanks, Mary. It turns out that Armstrong is, in fact, a
professional golf course designer and has been the architect of
several important projects mainly on the East Coast.

“When I design these holes,” she said, “I try to make the
risk involved with the two routes (to the green) fairly equal so
that it becomes a difficult choice and an exciting hole.”

Tour Edge clubs produce fabulous results
for one golfer

In my column on March 12, “Exotic golf clubs out of a
garage?” I mentioned that the new Tour Edge XCG irons I
experienced at the PGA Show had extraordinary feel and
responsiveness. The old saying that clubs are great until you
actually own them doesn’t hold here. I've been playing with a
set of graphite-shafted XCG irons (standard, not custom) for
three weeks, and I love them. Why? Unwrapping each club as
I went along in my very first round with these beauties I shot
69. The next day 70. Two days later 74. True, better putting was
involved, but the XCGs are money!

There are several lessons for me here. The big one is that
I'll never be afraid of trying new clubs and playing with the
latest technology. “So many clubs, so little time,” is my mantra.
Let’s face it, golf clubs are so much better today than they were
20 or even 10 years ago that it’s astonishing. If you're playing
with old technology, you're giving up mucho yards and lots of
accuracy.

Another lesson concerns the optimum match between your
swing and your clubs. Savvy golfers know their swing and can
estimate what’s right for them. My Tour Edge clubs have the
best Fujikura shafts on the market and they fit my swing speed
very well.

Lastly, there’s a lesson that comes with confidence. When
you play top quality equipment that you know is crafted and
produced with you in mind, you feel good about it. There’s
no substitute for confidence. It’s remarkable how many folks
show up at our Performance Golf Schools with their golf bags
full of second-rate stuff. One of the services we provide is
solid advice on getting them fitted and playing with the right
woods, hybrids, irons, wedges and putters. If you're going the
play the game, play it with good equipment, not cheap fakes
and knockoffs.

Red ng Shoes of Las Cruces
Your Safety Shoe Headquarters

142 Wyatt Drive * 524-2486
Open Monday-Friday 10 a.m.—6 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

wime & 9
"\‘S‘s“-“[@s, ,,f carhartt. DOUBI?;_,:\;!:!

Authorized Dealer

In the bag

Almost every issue of Golf Magazine has one page devoted
to “Here’s what I play” where they show one of the tour pro’s
actual clubs in the bag, plus their tips on equipment. In Janu-
ary 2009, Stuart Appleby gave us this sage advice: “Learn to
love your putter, master your wedges and get custom fit.”

Here’s what’s in my bag.

+  Driver — TourEdge XCG 9 degree, stiff graphite, one inch
long

+ Three Wood — Tour Edge CB2 13 degree, regular graphite

+  Five Wood — Tour Edge XCG 16 degree, regular graphite

+ Hybrids — Tour Edge XCG 16 deg. and 21 deg., regular
graphite

+ Irons — Tour Edge 5 thru pitching
wedge, regular graphite

+ Wedges — Taylor Made RAC 54 and

58 degree, steel, standard bounce
+ Putter — Scotty Cameron Red X (No.

5), 35 inches
+ Ball - Titleist ProV1x

Controversy with
the 2010 Awards

The “Golf Doctor Awards” of March
5, were popular with most readers but
were troubling to others. One of the
members of Las Cruces County Club
seemed particularly irritated that I
failed to mention the sorry state of the
economy when noting (tongue-in-
cheek, mind you) the delays with the
new golf course near the East Mesa.

There were no names mentioned
and my intent certainly was not to
offend anybody personally. It was not a reportage piece, but
rather I was hoping that the comment could spur some of
the key players — both public officials and those with private
interests — into action. My model for doing the right thing is
Sierra Del Rio in Elephant Butte, which was an expensive golf
course and housing development that opened about the time
the economy tanked.

That beautiful golf course is very playable and in fine shape
while they’re waiting out the storm. Certainly the million-plus
dollars that the Biads have poured into successfully refurbish-

Some Tiger
fans believe he
walks on water;

others tend to vilify
him no matter
what he does.

Charlie Blanchard
Golf Doctor

>4
u“} /’}

ing Picacho Hills Country Club, after the economy stupidly
tanked, has not gone without notice in the golfing community.
My apologies to those who took offense by what they read into
what was written in the “Awards.”

Tiger Woods

My column in late February dealt with Tiger Woods’
over-hyped televised apology for his misbehavior off and
on the golf course. Basically, my take was that it was far too
stage-managed and Tiger was too stiff. Feedback was mixed.
Some Tiger fans believe he walks on water;
others tend to vilify him no matter what he
does. I must say that I was surprised that Tiger
decided to return to golf so soon, playing (and
contending) in the Masters, and gratified that
he performed so well.

Several folks who know golf well expressed
to me that they feel more positive about
Tiger after he spoke to CBS’ Peter Kostis just
after his round on Sunday, when he made no
apologies for his outbursts and club-flinging.
He explained to Kostis that his ball-striking
was “terrible” and that he just couldn’t put on
a happy face when he was performing beneath
his standards.

AlL'T can say is that the world is right now
that Tiger is back in his element playing golf,
and that golf now is the focus of our atten-
tion with the world’s No. 1. Not to defend
Tiger, but 'm sick of raking a professional
golfer over the coals for doing stuff that is
just ho-hum in other professional sports and
entertainment.

On a high note

Lastly Phil Mickelson’s Masters victory may be the feelgood
sports story of the year.

Dr. Charlie Blanchard is a licensed psychologist specializing in sports
and leadership who works with PGA professionals and young golfers
to enhance their performance. He partners with coach Herb Wimberly
as the principal instructors at Performance Golf Schools. Contact
Blanchard at drblanchard@lascrucesbulletin.com.
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Diana Torres

Diana Torres is an 18-year-old senior at Ofate High School. She plays on the tennis team and is
No. 1 in singles and doubles. Torres is a leader and a team player who is positive, caring and has
a strong work ethic. She is first in her 2010 graduating class and among the Mayor’s 2009-10
Top Teens. Torres is also an All State musician, playing first clarinet as a concert master and a
drum major in the Onate marching band. She is a member of the National Honor Society and has
been a Rotary Club Student of the Month. She is a member of her church choir, and she enjoys
engineering, music and academics, with a 4.13 GPA.

Zach Hernandez

Zach Hernandez is an 18-year-old senior at Ofiate High School and is on the football team and
runs track and field. In discus and shot put he qualified for state in both events. He threw the
discus 164 feet and the shot put 50 feet 10 inches. Hernandez is easy-going, but hard-working
and dedicated. He has a 3.9 GPA and although accepted to Brown University and USC, he will be
attending Carnegie Mellon University to study engineering, play football and throw in track and
field. His interests outside of school and sports include fishing and the saxophone.
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Just llke old tlmes

Photo by Gary Perez
Alumni from Mayfield and Las Cruces high schools played in a football game
Saturday, April 10, in Hatch, N.M. The game, organized by Alumni Football USA,
was won by the Mayfield alumni 14-12.

Nate Shave}

Senior, Baseball

Senior outfielder Nate Shaver was named
the WAC Hitter of the Week, April 12, after
he went 10-for-14 at the plate against
Nevada, April 9-11. He posted two doubles,
a triple and three RBI in the series. Shaver
has a team-high .523 on-base percentage
following a .765 on-base percentage
against Nevada.

PIONEER BANK

Supports our local athletes

3831 E. Lohman Ave. ¢ 705 E. University Ave.
2900 Roadrunner Pkwy. ® www.pioneerbnk.com

MEMBER FDIC
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Young, Patton no
longer with Aggie
basketball

New Mexico State men’s
basketball head coach
Marvin Menzies announced
that junior guard Jahmar
Young is not returning for
his senior season and red-
shirt freshman guard Jacoby
Patton has been dismissed
from the team indefinitely,
Tuesday, April 13.

“Jahmar Young will forgo
his senior season at New
Mexico State University,”
Menzies said. “He is in the
process of hiring an agent
and will pursue his profes-
sional career immediately. We
wish Jahmar success in his
future endeavors.

“On another note, Jacoby
Patton has been dismissed
from the team indefinitely.”

NMSU men’s
golf at Western
Intercollegiate

The New Mexico State
men’s golf team will compete
at the 64th Western Inter-
collegiate Golf Tourna-
ment, Saturday, April 17,
and Sunday, April 18, at
the nationally-recognized
Pasatiempo Golf Club.
Hosted by San Jose State
University Spartans men’s
golf, 12 respected collegiate

HIGH

teams are set to compete in a
54-hole event, on the famed
MacKenzie-designed course
in Santa Cruz, Calif.

Joining the Aggies and San
Jose State at the Western In-
tercollegiate are top-10 ranked
teams UCLA (No. 4), Oregon
(No. 6) and Oregon State (No.
24). Other teams competing
include Boise State Univer-
sity, UC Irvine, University of
Hawai‘i, University of Idaho,
Michigan State University,
University of the Pacific and
University of Tulsa.

The last time the Aggies
played in the Western Inter-
collegiate was back in 2007.
NMSU finished 16th overall.

Ladies’ golf at WAC
championship

The New Mexico State
women’s golf team heads
to Mesa, Ariz., to play in
the 2010 Western Athletic
Conference Championships at
Long Bow Golf Club in Mesa,
Monday through Wednesday,
April 19 through 21.

The Aggies will try to bet-
ter last year’s fifth-place finish
as they take on the par-72,
6,146 yard Long Bow Golf
Club Course. New Mexico
State heads to the tournament
with juniors Suteera (Pang)
Chanachai, Apinporn (Mint)
Swaschuto, Buz Bowerman-
Ritchie along with senior

Maggie Murphy and sopho-
more Ashley Elias.

Chanachai is playing as
NMSU’s No. 1 player, but Sw-
aschuto has the lowest average
per round at 77.14 strokes
per round in 21 rounds this
year. Chanachai, who is fully
recovered from knee surgery,
is averaging 77.78 strokes per
round in nine rounds played
this year.

Senior Maggie Murphy
will be playing in the 35th
tournament of her career,
which will account for rounds
99-101 in her time at New
Mexico State. She is averag-
ing 79.27 strokes per round
has been named a National
Golf Coaches Association
All-American Scholar Athlete
twice in her career.

NMSU basketball
banquet April 30

Fans can join coach Mar-
vin Menzies, Aggie players
and staff as they celebrate
the 2009-10 season and WAC
Tournament Championship
at 6 p.m. Friday, April 30, at
the Pan American Center.
Tickets are a $25 donation to
the 6th Man Club. There will
be a player awards ceremony,
a cash bar and entertainment
by Phat Soul.

For more information
or to make reservations, call
646-1447.

SCHOOL

Las Cruces High School

Boys Baseball..................... Tuesday, April 20 .....Gadsden.........ccccccoviiniinicnn.
Girls Softball ........cccovvvvnee, Saturday, April 17 ..... Alamogordo
Tuesday, April 20......at Ofate

TENNIS ovvveeeeeeieins Saturday, April 17 .....at Ofiate
Tuesday, April 20 ..... Gadsden........cc.cocvvrreiniireinns
Thursday, April 22 ..... Alamogordo

Track & Field ..o, Friday, April 16 ..... Alamogordo Qualifier ...

Friday, April 23 ..... Mirmanian Invitational..............

Mayfield High School

Boys Baseball.................... Saturday, April 17 .....at Gadsden...........cc........ 11 a.m.and 1 p.m.
Tuesday, April 20

Girls Softball ......ccevverrrnen. Tuesday, April 20

Track & Field ......oovvvveicenen, Friday, April 16

Friday, April 23

Onate High School

Boys Baseball

Tuesday, April 20 ....at Mayfield
Girls Softball ........cccovvrrnee Saturday, April 17 .....at Gadsden...
Tuesday, April 20 ....Las Cruces....
TENNIS .. Saturday, April 17 .....Las Cruces.............
Track & Field ......ovvveveicinen, Friday, April 16 ..... Alamogordo Qualifier .................... 3:30 p.m.
Friday, April 23 .....Mirmanian Invitational................... 3:30 p.m.
Mesilla Valley Christian Schools
Boys Baseball...........cc....... Saturday, April 17 .....at Capitan ......cccovrvreverrnn. Noon and 2 p.m.
Tuesday, April 20 3and 5 p.m.
TeNNiS oo Saturday, April 17 .....Hope Christian..........cccccveuviireiniireiinns Noon

Saturday, April 17 ..... Alamogordo .........ccceeverrerrnn.
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Secondary is key to slowing
high-powered WAC offenses
Depth elusive in defensive backfield

One area of the NM State
football team that appears to have
the potential for real depth is the
defensive secondary. Returning
coach Mike Rutenberg and new
coach Will Martin have a good
selection to choose from through
the spring drills and into the fall
season. Aggies fans have a chance
to see them in action during the
spring game at 11 a.m. Saturday,
May 1, inside Aggie Memorial
Stadium.

First team All-WAC cornerback
Davon House is back with three
productive seasons under his belt
in WAC play. House’s running
mate, Jonte Green, is returning
after some intense on-the-job
training during his first year in
Division I. House has the Aggies’
season record for interception
return yards and has been prolific
in turning takeaways into points.
He has returned two picks for
scores in his career and ran a
fumble home for a score last year
at Louisiana Tech. Green learned
the lessons early on and became a
steady defender by year end.

Their backups have the type
of on-field experience that will
enable them to step in as needed
without a drop off in skill level.
Donyae Coleman has settled in
on the defense after starting out
catching the ball rather than stop-
ping it. Ben Bradley returns, and
redshirt freshman Devin Jackson
is waiting in the wings.

At the safety positions, Stephon
Hatchett is taking a break from
drills this spring to polish his
grades. Hatchett is a main piece of

Aggie student-athlete spotlight

Tehani Kaaihue
Freshman, Softball

Freshman utility player
Tehani Kaaihue led the
Aggie softball team in its
three-game series at Loui-
siana Tech with a .500 bat-
ting average. She smacked

Jack Nixon
Jack’s Corner

the defensive puzzle so his eligibil-
ity is critical for good things to
happen. Alphonso Powell is ready
and willing after solid freshman
and sophomore years, with ready
backups in Michael Zant, redshirt
freshman Josh Smith and junior
college transfer Shemar Gaines,
who will get here in the fall.

So why is this area so signifi-
cant? The WAC is still top-heavy
with passing teams. The most
consistent WAC teams use the pass
as a wicked counterpunch to their
running game. Boise State mixes
a variety of formations and trick
plays to keep defenses guessing,
and the pistol offense invented by
Chris Ault at Nevada is another
formation that can hit a pass for
long yardage if your secondary
isn’t sharp.

Rutenberg proved that he is
wiser to the gridiron wars far be-
yond his youth with his work last
season. His career résumé shows
work with Joe Gibbs, and the
desire to learn was so strong that
he volunteered at UCLA to work
with head coach DeWayne Walker.
Martin came from College of the
Desert where he was assistant head
coach and defensive coordinator.

Depth has been an elusive term
when Aggie football is discussed.
Its presence in the secondary can
prove to be a solid building block
for a consistent winner.

a pair of doubles, posted

a.833 slugging percentage and a .571 on-base

percentage.

April 10.

| Sophia Marks

Senior, Women's Tennis

Senior Sophia Marks
won her final home match =
for the Aggie women’s ten- N
nis team when she defeated
Idaho’s Gabriela Niculescu,
who is currently ranked No.
99. Marks and sophomore
Manon Sylvain also improved to 5-0 in WAC
doubles action after a 8-5 win over the Vandals

Rldmg to the top

Equestrian team takes saddle

An NM State team is compet-
ing at its national championships
this weekend and ole Pete likes its
chances. Fresh off the men’s entry
in the basketball championships,
Andrea Hanson’s equestriennes are
in Waco, Texas, for the Varsity Eques-
trian National Championships. Now
saddling up and riding the range like
Pete does every now and then is a
might different from the competi-
tive riding these young women are
engaged in.

Hanson has her squad seeded
high in both riding categories. They
are seeded No. 7 in Western and
No. 9 in Hunter Seat competition.
Not every school qualifies both of
its squads, but qualifying for the
championship is something the
Aggies have done five years in a
row. In 2005, they also claimed the
regional championship. The Aggies
have held their own this year during
both fall and spring seasons, at one
point they had a four-event winning
streak. They have taken the measure
of TCU, Oklahoma State, Baylor and
Fresno State for the highlights.

Hanson is pleased with the year
to this point.

“This year has been a success for
both teams,” she said. “We made
great strides on the Hunter Seat
team, especially in Equitation on
the Flat. Our Western team has been
strong all season long and is going
into the championships with a ton of
experience. We are looking forward
to competing against Fresno State
in the Hunter Seat competition and
South Carolina on the Western side.”

The Aggie Western team is com-
peting against the No. 10 seed South

Pistol Pete
Pete’s
Ponderings

Carolina. Looking at the bright side
of things, if the Aggies win their first-
round match-up then they advance
to meet the No. 2 seed Auburn. The
Hunter Seat squad faces the No. 8
seed Fresno State. This season, the
Aggies lost the first meeting against
the Bulldogs but won their second
meeting late in the season.

Two NM State riders were also
selected to compete at the finals as
individuals. Rebecca McReynolds
was selected to compete in the Rein-
ing competition, while Chelsae Keyes
earned an individual spot in the
Equitation on the Flat competition.
The Equestrian program’s success is
a prime example of a sport starting
at the right time in the right place,
and they have known nothing but
success.

This trip to Waco doesn’t just
involve athletes. Each school must
bring its share of horses to compete
as well. That way the rides are all
“neutral courts” so to speak when
each gal saddles up. Pete sees these
Aggies riding out of the sunset and
into the Mesilla Valley with a cham-
pionship trophy in their saddle bags.

-
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in Scottsdale, Ariz. He carded a 1-under-par 69
in the first round, which was his best showing of

Gaston De La Torre
Sophomore, Men's Golf

Sophomore men’s golfer
Gaston De La Torre led the
Aggies and tied for 12th
place with a final score
of 3-over-par 213 at the
Cowboy Classic April 6 at
the Talking Stick Golf Club

the tournament.

This Week

In Aggie
seeking national championship Athletics

Friday, April 16
Women's Tennis
Hawai'i

Honolulu — 8 p.m.

Track and Field
Mt. SAC Relays
Walnut, Calif. — All day

Track and Field
Bryan Clay Invitational
Azusa, Calif. — All day

Women's Equestrian
Varsity Equestrian National
Championships

Waco, Texas — TBA

Softball
Nevada
Las Cruces — 5 and 7 p.m.

Baseball
San Jose State
San Jose, Calif. — 3 p.m.

Saturday, April 17

Women's Tennis
San Jose State
Honolulu — 4 p.m.

Track and Field
Mt. SAC Relays
Walnut, Calif. - All day

Track and Field
TCU Invitational
Fort Worth, Texas — All day

Softball
Nevada
Las Cruces — Noon

Baseball
San Jose State
San Jose, Calif. —2 p.m.

Women's Equestrian
Varsity Equestrian National
Championships

Waco, Texas —TBA

Men's Golf
Western Intercollegiate
Santa Cruz, Calif. —All day

Sunday, April 18
Men's Tennis

Fresno State

Las Cruces — 10 a.m.

Baseball
San Jose State
San Jose, Calif. —8 p.m.

NMSU Oasis Club Presents Las Cruces’ 3rd Annual
Young Park « Saturday, April 17

1:30 - 10 p.m.

Live & Local Music! Open Mic Poetry Slam!

For more information please visit myspace.com/earthdaylascruces or email earthdaylascruces@gmail.com

 free!

—
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Anglican
We welcome you at

St. Mary’s

Anglican Church, ACIC
7975 Dona Ana Road,
Las Cruces, NM
Ph 523-6596
405-2112

The historical stone church
with traditional values

Sundays: 9:15 a.m. Sunday School

8 A.M. & 10:30 A.M.
Holy Eucharist

Tuesdays: 10 A.M. Prayer
Bible Study

Go west on 3 Crosses Ave.
which becomes Dofia Ana
Rd. From the intersection
at Thorpe Rd. continue
north for 3 miles.

Church is at the
curve to your left.

Assemblies of God

Bethel Second
Baptist Church

Reverend
Gregory Arthur
Sunday:
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday:
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study 6 p.m.

405 E. Hadley Ave.
523-7850

Roman Catholic

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIOCESE OF LAS CRUCES

VIEW ALL LISTINGS OF
CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ON OUR WEBSITE

WWW.DIOCESEOFLASCRUCES.ORG

Ecumenical Catholic

/fL
£ LascRuCESFIRST

celebrate (Lo

5605 Bataan Memorial West
Las Cruces, NM 88012
www.lascrucesfirst.org
575-524-0654

Sunday Worship
9:00 am & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship (Spanish)
10:45 p.m.
Adult Discipleship
9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
Adult Discipleship (Spanish)

9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Family Night ( English & Spanish)
7:00 p.m.
High energy, age appropriate children's
ministries & nursery provided during all services!

Holy Family
Ecumenical
Catholic
Church
A Loving Communaty
Where All Are Welcome

Services:

Sat: 5:30 p.m. & Sun: 10 a.m.
Fr. Jim Lehman - Pastor

www.holyfamilyecc.org

702 Parker Rd.
644-5025

Baptist

East Mesa
Baptist Church

Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship: 10:15 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Children’s Church Sun: 10:30 a.m.

Wed Prayer & Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Pastor Linvell Tisdale
6160 Moongate * 382-0386

PUSCN
s

| FIRST BA

PTIST CHURCH
LAS CRUCES, NM
106 South Miranda
Las Cruces, NM 88005-2637
524-3691

Sunday:
Bible Study 9 am. & 10:45 a.m.

Morning Worship 9 am. & 10:45 a.m.

University of Life 6 p.m.

Tuesday:

Intercessory Prayer 5:45 p.m.

Encounter: Corporate

Prayer and Worship 6:30 p.m.
Child Care Available

Church of Christ

CHURCH OF CHRIST

1520 N. Mesquite St.
575-524-3764
Minister:
Bro. Dexter Hawkins
One of the oldest
congregations in
Las Cruces
Predominantly African
American church since
the 1930s
Today’s multi-ethnic
congregation represents
God’s true vision of the
oneness of mankind and
brotherhood in Christ

Schedule of Services
Devotional 9:45-9:55am
Morning Bible Classes (all ages)
9:55-10:40am
Morning Worship 11:00-12:30am
Bible Study (15t & 3 Sundays)
4:45-5:45pm
Evening Worship 6:00-7:00pm
Bible Classes (all ages) 7:30-8:15

Everyone is invited to
attend any of the services!

Las Cruces Bulletin

Disciples of Christ

THE GOSPEL ACCORRD
SAINT J

CHAPTER |

First Christian Church
* (Disciples of Christ)

www.zianet.com/fcc-doc
Sunday worship 10:15 a.m.
Rev. Linda Mervine

1809 El Paseo Rd.
524-3245

Mission Lutheran
Church (L.C.M.S.)

God’s Unchanging Word
For An Ever Changing World

English Services: 9 a.m.
Sun. School & Bible Study: 10:30 a.m.
Spanish Service: 11:30 a.m.

;Lo invito! a la Iglesia
Lutherana Misiéon

Los Domingos:
La escuela dominical 10:30 a.m.

La misa en espaiiol 11:30 a.m.
2752 Roadrunner Pkwy.

522-0465

Eastern Orthodoxy

i

St. Anthony of the Desert
Orthodox Mission

(UOC of USA)
Father Gabriel Rochelle, Priest
Divine Liturgy Sun. 9 a.m.
3rd & 6th Hour Sun. 8:30 a.m.
Vespers Sat. 5 p.m.
Sacrament of Repentance Sat. 5:45 p.m.
www.stanthonylc.org

575-524-1071

Chapel at 518 N. Alameda * Las Cruces
(Hadley & Alameda)

Episcopal

ST. ANDREWS

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
518 N. Alameda Blvd. 526-6333
“Where strangers are friends we haven't met”
Rector: The Rev. Canon Scott A. Ruthven

Sunday Services
8:30 - Holy Eucharist - without music
10:30 - Holy Eucharist with choir
Sunday School for ages 3-8
Nursery Available

Weekday Services
Tuesday - 9:30 AM - Morning Prayer
Wednesday - 5:00 PM - 8:30 PM -
LOGOS - Christian Youth
Education - Preschool Children to
High School Youth
Thursday - 12:05 PM - Holy Eucharist

www.SaintAndrewsLC.org

Biblically Orthodox
Traditional Anglican Worship
(Sunday 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
- Wednesday: 10 a.m.

. Sunday School - 10:15 a.m. /
Nursery - 10:30 a.m.
Fellowship after each Service
Bible Study Groups - Weekly

www.saintjamesic.com

102 St. James Ave.  526-2389
1 Blk. off University @ S. Main

PEACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Sunday Worshlp 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Provided

www.peacelutheranlc.com

1701 E. Missouri

Corner of Missouri & Locust

522-7119

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Methodist

St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church

225 W. Griggs Ave.
Downtown on the corner of
Alameda and Griggs * 526-6689 for information

April 18, 2010

Traditional Worship 8:15 am
Unplugged Contemporary Worship 930am
Oasis Praise Service 10:45 am
Traditional Worship 10:45 am

Morning Star
United Methodist Church

Where mercy triumphs
over judgement.

WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN US FOR
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

Blended - 8:30 a.m. ¢ Traditional - 11 a.m.
Contemporary - 9:45 a.m.

Please call for information about our
Ministries, Sunday Schools and Small Groups
or visit our web site: www.morningstarume.org

L YARRYA(]
2941 Morning Star Dr. af Roadrunner Pkwy

New Th

"A Place for People to Grow"
Sunday Worship: 10 a.m.
En Espafiol - 1 p.m.
Wednesday/180 Youth: 7 p.m.

Kid's Church for all ages!
churchtriumphantic.com

Ty Loyd - Pastor
2020 N. Valley Dr.,

528-LOVE(5683)

WELLSPRING

CHURCH
An Inclusive New Thought Community

Sunday Celebration 11:00 AM
Youth Program during Service
Discussion Groups 9:30 AM
Sunday Meditation 9:45-10:25AM
Rev. Sam Ritchey - 647-2560
140 Taylor Rd - 524-2375
www.wellspringhow.com

CENTER FOR
SPIRITUAL
LIVING

Sunday Celebration
10:30 am

Children's Circle
10:30 am

Minister: Rev. Mary Lowry
Mid Week Meditation -
Wednesdays 5:30 pm - 7 pm
Mid-High & Sr. High
Youth Group
Wednesdays 6:30 pm - 8 pm
Message:

April Theme
"Joy of Rebirth"
Sunday's Message:
"Freedom of Forgiveness"
575 N. Main Street
(on the North Downtown Mall)
Phone: 523.4847
email @csllascruces.org
www.csllascruces.org

Non-Denominational

Southern New Mexico

Church of God

Interactive Bible Study
SERVICES

Saturdays | p.m.

Christian Holy Day?
Passover or Easter
which?

Munson Senior Center
975 S. Mesquite

650-7359

Everyone is welcome

‘Unity Church
of Mesilla Valley

"Practical Christianity, in action"
Sunday Celebration 10:30 a.m.
Children's Church ~ 10:30 a.m.

"Filled with God Love,
welcoming all"

\N \ Rev. Terry Lund
§\K/\ 125 Wyatt Drive
= 523-5592

=% 7 www.UnityofLasCruces.org
"Daily Word" available
( )
THE LAS CRUCES
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YOUTH CAR WASH

The youth of First
Presbyterian Church will hold
a car wash from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, April 17, in the
church’s east parking lot, 200
E. Boutz Road. The car wash
will help fund their mission
trip. Donations will be accept-
ed. For more information, call
526-5559.

LOGOS YARD SALE

The LOGOS youth group of
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
518 N. Alameda Blvd., will
hold its annual yard sale from
8 a.m. to noon Saturday, April
17. Small, donated items can
be dropped off at the church
parish hall Thursday and
Friday, April 15 and 16. For
larger items that need to be
picked up, call Carol at the
church office at 526-6333.
The only clothing that will be
accepted is infant and toddler
sizes.

ECKANKAR EVENT
Eckankar, Religion of the
Light and Sound of God, will
hold a free discussion from
11 a.m. to noon Saturday,
April 17, at the Ramada
Palms de Las Cruces, 201
E. University Ave. The topic
will be “How can | be hap-
pier?” For more information,
call 524-2580 or visit www.
eckankar-nm.org.

BISHOP'S ANNUAL
VISIT

Bishop Daniel, the Eparch
for the West of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA,
will visit St. Anthony of the
Desert Orthodox Mission, 518
N. Alameda Blvd., Saturday
and Sunday, April 17 and 18.
The bishop will participate
in Vespers on Saturday and
serve the Divine Liturgy on
Sunday; he will also meet
with individual members and
the parish council. For more
information, call Father Gabriel
Rochelle at 524-1071 or visit
http://stanthonylc.org.

ORGAN MUSIC
RECITAL

First Baptist Church, 106 S.
Miranda St., will host an organ
music recital at 3 p.m. Sunday,
April 18. Sponsored by the
Las Cruces Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists,
the program will feature music
played by at least five Las
Cruces organists. Admission
will not be charged, but an
offering plate will be available
for donations. For more infor-
mation, call Peter Young at
532-9239.

BOOK STUDY
AND PROSPERITY
DISCUSSION

Unity Church of Mesilla
Valley, 125 Wyatt Drive, will
hold a book study group for
“Atom Smashing Power of
Mind” by Charles Fillmore,
co-founder of Unity, at 10 a.m.
Tuesdays. New members are
welcomed to come explore

another facet of practical
Continued on following page
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Anxiety about the future can spoil the present

Keep a lighthearted spirit when dealing with toddlers

My children are still young, and they are doing fine now,
but I worry a lot about the adolescent years that lie ahead.
I’ve seen other parents go through some pretty terrible things
when their teenagers began to rebel. How can I help my sons
avoid that turmoil 10 years from now?

The apprehension that you describe is well-founded, and
many parents feel something similar today. The most impor-
tant suggestion I can make is for you to redouble your efforts to
build good relationships with your kids while they are young.
That is the key to surviving the adolescent years. If they emerge
from childhood with doubts about whether you really love and
care for them, anything is possible during the turbulent teens.

Boundaries, restrictions and threats will be no match for
adolescent anger, frustration and resentment.

As author Josh McDowell said, “Rules without relationship
lead to rebellion”

He is right. That’s why parents can’t afford to get preoccu-
pied with business and other pursuits that interfere with the task
of raising children. Kids are young for such a brief period. Dur-
ing that window of opportunity, they must be given priority.

Once you've done what you can to lay the proper foundation, I
urge you to approach your parenting duties with confidence.

Anxiety about the future is risky in itself. It can make
parents tentative and insecure in dealing with their youngsters.
They don’t dare cross them or deny their wishes for fear of be-
ing hated in the teen years. Teenagers pick up those vibes intui-
tively, which often generates disrespect in return. Don’t make
that mistake. You have been placed in a position of authority
over your young children. Lead them with confidence and care.

If it is natural for a toddler to break all the rules, should he
be disciplined for routine misbehavior?

Toddlers get into trouble most frequently because of their
natural desire to touch, bite, taste, smell and break everything
within their grasp. These are normal and healthy reactions that
should not be inhibited.

When, then, should they be subjected to mild discipline?
When they openly defy their parents’ very clear commands.
When he runs the other way when called, purposely slams his
milk glass on the floor, dashes into the street when being told
to stop, screams and throws a tantrum at bedtime, or hits his
friends. These behavior patterns should be discouraged.

Even in these situations, however, severe punishment is un-
warranted. A firm rap on the fingers or a few minutes sitting on

Dr. James
Dobson
Focus on the Family

S L\
: >

a chair will usually convey the same message as convincingly.
Spankings should be reserved for a child’s moments of greatest
antagonism, usually occurring after the second, third or fourth
birthdays.

Without watering down anything I have written about dis-
cipline, it should also be understood that I am a firm believer
in the judicious use of grace (and humor) in parent-child
relationships.

In a world in which children are often pushed to grow up
too fast, their spirits can dry out like prunes beneath the con-
stant gaze of critical eyes. It is refreshing to see parents temper
their harshness with a measure of “unmerited favor.” Likewise,
there’s nothing that buoys every member of a family quite like
laughter and a lighthearted spirit in the home.

Dobson is founder and chairman of the board of the nonprofit orga-
nization Focus on the Family, Colorado Springs, CO, 80995 (www.fam-
ily.org). Questions and answers are excerpted from “Solid Answers” and
“Bringing Up Boys,” both published by Tyndale House.

Church News

Continued from previous page support, healing and becom-
ing whole again. Child care is
available. For more informa-

tion, call 526-4907.

NEW BIBLE COURSE
John Anderson at Holy
Cross Church, 1327 N.
Miranda St., will hold a new
course based on the writings
of the apostolic fathers from
7 to 9 p.m. Mondays in the
church’s gathering space.
Bring your Bible and a friend.

STUDY GROUP
The Center for Spiritual

Christianity in action. The
church will also hold prosperity
discussions at 9 a.m. Saturdays.
For more information, call
523-5592 or visit www.
unityoflascruces.org.

DIVORCECARE

Sonoma Springs Church,
3940 Sonoma Springs Ave.,
now offers an ongoing
DivorceCare support min-
istry from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesdays. The ministry is
devoted to helping people find

Living, 575 N. Main St., has
a study group titled A Course
In Miracles from 11 a.m. to
noon every Saturday. For
more information, call Lisa at
644-2977.

OPEN SPIRITUAL
GROUP

The Association for
Research and Enlightenment
(ARE) Edgar Cayce Studies
holds group meetings from
10 a.m. to noon every
Thursday. The meetings
are hosted by local chapter
leader Linda Aragon and are

open to the public. Anyone
seeking spiritual study,
knowledge and awareness is
encouraged to attend. There
is no fee. For more informa-
tion and location, call 382-
6400.

KID'S TRIUMPHANT
LEARNING CENTER
Church Triumphant,

2020 N. Valley Drive, has
begun enrollment for its Kid’s
Triumphant Learning Center.
The center provides creative,
social and physical programs
for children in grades kinder-

garten to sixth. For more infor-
mation, call 528-5683.

MEDITATION AND
ZEN SERVICES

Clear Mind Zendo offers
daily meditation instruction,
as well as a formal Zen service
at 9 a.m. Sundays at 1913
Pigueito Road. Instruction
is by Rev. Harvey So Daiho
Hilbert-roshi, an ordained soto
Zen priest. For information or
private lessons in Zen practice,
email harveyhilbert@yahoo.
com or call 405-8522.

SATURDAY VESPERS

St. Anthony of the Desert
Orthodox Mission, located
at the Kendrick Chapel at
518 N. Alameda Blvd., invites

Vespers at 5 p.m. Saturdays.
This evening service of
prayer and praise is a good
introduction to the Biblical
foundation and spirituality
of Eastern Orthodox
Christianity and includes a
sermon, occasionally with
discussion afterward. For
more information, visit http://
stanthontlc.org.

SUNDAY AND
TUESDAY SERVICE
Unity Church of Mesilla
Valley, 125 Wyatt Drive,
provides service and youth
education at 10:30 a.m.
every Sunday and healing
meditation at 5:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays. For more
information, call 523-5592 or

Creating a great impact

Maria Ruiz shares her story of feeding those in need

By Beth Sitzler

Las Cruces Bulletin

Sometimes the smallest beginnings
have the greatest impact.

That was the message Maria Ruiz of
Jesus es Mana (JEM) Ministries told a
group of interested community mem-
bers during a presentation Tuesday,
April 13, at University United Method-
ist Church.

“Since 1996, God’s calling in my life
started with one feeding and it became
many feedings,” Ruiz said.

After attending her grandmother’s fu-
neral in Judrez, Mexico, Ruiz said she gave
her aunt a ride home to Tierra Nueva,
Mexico. Once they arrived, she discov-
ered that her aunt was living in a home
created from pallets and trash bags.

“When I saw that, it really broke my
heart,” she said.

Ruiz then visited the local school,
also made of pallets. To her horror, the
classrooms packed with children didn’t
have electricity, flooring, water or food.
Distraught, she returned home and
told her husband Jesus about what she
had seen.

“I told my husband I wanted to do
something,” she said. “I wanted to give
them apples and bananas and oranges
and Twinkies.”

Touched by his wife’s generosity,
Jestis Ruiz gave her his paycheck to pur-
chase a large amount of food to take to
the school.

“Never did I know that that first
meal would turn into thousands of
meals,” she said.

Within a week of her first visit to
deliver food to the children, Maria Ruiz
had established a feeding program and
created JEM Ministries, based out of
El Paso. For three years, Ruiz said they
would feed 1,200 children each day.

“It was amazing how God just pro-
vided in every way, she said.

In 2000, after the Y2K scare, Ruiz
said donations slowly began to drop as
their vision began to expand.

“That’s when God provides in ex-
traordinary ways,” she said.

The Mexican government gave JEM
Ministries land to build facilities, in-
cluding an orphanage to house 100
children, a community kitchen to feed
500 and a training center that will offer
classes in English, computers, carpen-
try and other skills.

Around that same time a church
group from North Star Vineyard in
Ohio came to Judrez and was so moved
by Ruiz’s work they began sponsoring
the nonprofit organization.

As the Ruiz family, including daugh-

ter Elizabeth and son Jesus Jr., traveled
to the city across the border almost
daily, their own home remained unfin-
ished and was considered to be below
the poverty line.

“I kept thinking how blessed we are
in the United States,” she said. “We have
our basic needs met.”

Ruiz and her hard work received na-
tional recognition when she was hon-
ored during the 2008 CNN Hero of the
Year ceremony and in 2009 when “Ex-
treme Makeover: Home Edition” gave
the El Paso family a new home.

“Everyone has a calling,” she said.
“When you obey his calling, God will
move you in ways you'll never know.”

Ruiz said she continues to make
meals every day as well as distribute
hygiene products and clothing. The
Juérez facilities should be completed
later this year.

“We now have electricity and sewer
and water,” she said. “It’s about 50 per-
cent done.”

She added that the nonprofit is in
need of donations of funds and food.

“We all can make a difference,” she
said. “It doesn’t have to be something
big. It can just be a smile or opening the
door for someone.”

For more information, visit www.
jemministriesep.org.

visitors and inquirers to visit www.unityoflascurces.org.

THE GOVERNMENT
INSPECTOR

adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher
from the original by Nikolai Gogol

//

presented by the American Southwest Theatre Company at NMSU Theatre Arts

at the Hershel Zohn Theatre on the NMSU Campus

APRIL 16TH = MAY 2ND
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LookingBack

Marvin
Tessneer
Out of the Past

715yearsago

1935

* The plans for constructing
Caballo Dam were looking good
with the possibility of $100 million
to install a hydro-electric facility
and $900 million in loans and
grants for public works.

« The National Re-employment
Service had 35 men planting
trees and shrubs and cleaning
the drainage system on South
Main Street south of the Loretto
Academy.

50yearsago

1960

+ Stahmann Farms was reported to
have the largest pecan orchard and
flock of geese in the United States.
The farm had 96,000 pecan trees
planted on 4,000 acres that yielded
4 million pounds of nuts a year. A
total of 900 acres of cotton were
planted between the trees, and the
farm had 200,000 White Chinese
geese that grazed the weeds among
the cotton rows.

This week in the history
of the Mesilla Valley

+ Dofia Ana County Clerk Rudolfo
Carrillo reported the county had
18,000 registered voters.

* The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
reported a thick stand of tamarisk,
or salt cedar, could draw 9 acre-feet
of water per acre per year, depleting
the valley aquifer that farmers
tapped for well water.

» Teresa Morales, a Court Junior
High eighth-grader, won the
Las Cruces Schools Spelling Bee
by correctly spelling the word
“raiment.”

+ A Mesilla Valley McCarty Dairy
Holstein cow set a production
record, 17,490 pounds of milk
and 612 pounds of butter fat, the
Holstein-Friesien Association

New Mexico State University Library, Archives and Special Collections
Wagons are loaded with manure for distribution as fertilizer on the Barker Farms.

reported. State Crime St dinat bringing $5,500 to $6,500
ate Crime Stoppers coordinator. ringing $5, 0 $6,500 an
1 0yea rsago acre. Farmers’ investments in the
+ The Dofa Ana Democratic Party land, including leveling, installing
25 yea rsago named Norman Todd chairman 2000 irrigation systems and soil
and Mary Inez Garcia vice improvements had been driving up
1985 chairwoman. « More than 3,000 men and women the prices. Pecan growers also were

interested in buying more land to
transplant trees and enlarge their
orchards.

marched in the 12th annual
Bataan Memorial Death March,
commemorating the surrender of
U.S. and Philippine soldiers on
April 9, 1942. Marchers included
men and women from England,
Germany, Canada, Egypt and
Turkey.

* New Mexico State University
changed the name of Homemakers
College to Extension College

Days and was offering courses on
vineyards and wineries, consumer
fraud, taxes, landscaping with
native plants, depression, wills and
journals.

+ The Las Cruces Horseman’s
Association named Tracy Grooms
queen and Karen Wedeward
princess. + The Las Cruces High School
baseball team rallied from a 7-2
* Mayfield won the Dona Ana Track deficit to beat Alamogordo 11-9.
Invitational with 85.5 points as
Trojan Johann Marmalin ran the
1,500-meter in 3:59.65 for a school

record.

Sources: NMSU Library’s Branson
Microform Area and Archives and
Special Collections.

+ Farmland within the Elephant

+ Las Cruces Police Department L L
Butte Irrigation District was

detective Jerry Fariss was named

THE LAS CRUCES Your donations are

needed and appreciated.

Free Estimates for Replacing or Servicing Your A/C
24 Hour Service

ROTO-
ROOTER.

PLUMBERS

Call 1-800-GET-ROTO

575-524-1911 « Guaranteed Work
Serving Las Cruces for Over 30 Years

Bulletin

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
Earn $50 and more

For a few hours one evening a week delivering the popular
Las Cruces Bulletin weekly newspaper. No collections.
Efficient, compact neighborhood routes where you deliver
virtually every home. Must provide dependable transportation
and be able to perform deliveries each Thursday evening.

To apply, call Chris at

524-8061

or come by our offices at

840 N. Telshor, Suite E.

Serving Las Cruces since 1969
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Please donate:
Household Items « Shoes
Clothing - Home Decor

Supporting
The Boys & Girls Club
of Las Cruces

Community Connection

Thrift Store

111S. Solano « 524-2125
(2 blocks north of Amador)

Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Senior Discount on Tuesdays
Student Discount on Wednesdays




Health

‘Superbug’ is
hard to squash

MRSA 1is resistant
to multiple drugs

By Bob Nosbisch

For the Las Cruces Bulletin

Dr. James Steckelberg, an infec-
tious disease specialist at Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, Minn., says the media
calls the highly drug-resistant bac-
terium called MRSA (methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus) a
“superbug” because of its resistance
to multiple drugs. Commonly called
“staph,” this bacterium can cause
serious, sometimes fatal, infections
that resist treatment with all but a
few drugs.

MRSA has been a problem in hospi-
tals and other health care settings for
years. However, because of its role in
several deaths among healthy school-
aged athletes, MRSA has recently
garnered more media attention.

At any given time, staph bacteria
can be found in the nose or on the
skin of about three of every 10 people.
Steckelberg said if you have staph in
either of these places but aren’t sick,
you are considered “colonized” but
not infected. Although 30 percent of
the population may be colonized with
ordinary staph at any given time,
a small percentage of that group is
colonized with MRSA. Healthy people
can be colonized with MRSA and have
no ill effects. The problem, though, is
that they can pass the germ to others
by sharing such items as clothing,
towels, and athletic equipment.

Preventing MRSA

infections

Several steps can be taken to pro-
tect yourself, family members and
friends from MRSA infections if you
are in the hospital:

+ Ask all hospital staff to wash their
hands or used an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer before they touch you.

+ Frequently wash your hands.

+ Be sure the person inserting catheters
and intravenous tubes wears a mask,
gloves and gown, and sterilizes your
skin first.

You also can protect yourself from
MRSA in the community by taking
some common-sense precautions:

+ Wash your hands by scrubbing them
briskly for at least 15 seconds, drying
them with a disposable towel and us-
ing another towel to turn off the fau-
cet. Carry a small bottle of hand sani-
tizer that is at least 60 percent alcohol
for times when soap and water is not
available.

+ Don’t share such personal items as
clothing, sheets, towels, razors and
athletic equipment.

+  Keep cuts, abrasions and other wounds
clean and covered with dry, sterile
bandages until they heal. Pus from in-
fected sores may contain MRSA.

+ Shower immediately after an athletic
game or practice, use soap and water
and don’t share towels.

+ If you have a wound that appears in-
fected or is draining, don’t participate

See MRSA on page A32

—= D\ |=

=

o

NS

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Richard Davis
Andrea Garcia, 11, cracks an egg during the Kids in the

Kitchen event at Mesilla Valley Kitchen. Organized by the
Junior League of Las Cruces, the event was held in an effort to
combat childhood obesity.

March for Babies
is set for April 24

Organization campaign
sets goal to raise $170K

Bulletin Staff Report

Working to find a way to prevent
premature births and birth defects
by raising $170,000, the March of
Dimes’ biggest annual fundraiser,
March for Babies, will be held Sat-
urday, April 24, at Young Park, 1905
E. Nevada Ave.

The walk has brought together
families who have been directly
affected by premature birth, such
as Jeffrey and Dianne Silva, whose
son Zane was born 10 weeks early
in November 2007. Zane weighed
only 2.5 pounds at birth, and doc-
tors and nurses said he might
not survive. After undergoing 11
blood transfusions, heart surgery
and hernia surgeries, Zane came
home for the first time in Febru-
ary 2008.

The Silva family is the official
Ambassador Family of the March
for Babies in Southern New Mex-
ico, forming “Team Zane,” and as-
sisting in fundraising for the orga-
nization.

“Thank you, March of Dimes,
for all the breakthroughs in mod-
ern medicine that have made our

son Zane a healthy, happy baby,”
Jeffrey Silva said. “We are serving
as the Ambassador Family for the
March for Babies because we be-
lieve our children’s health is a top
priority.”

... they
show the whole
community
the value of
volunteer

service.

BECKY HORNER,
March of Dimes division director

Team Zane will be joined by
many others in the community
who have stepped up to raised
funds for the March of Dimes, in-
cluding Memorial Medical Center

Well Being
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Local youths
start cookin’

Group initiative working
to end childhood obesity

By Natisha Hales

Las Cruces Bulletin

Teaching children how to cook
healthier foods and have fun while
doing it are just a couple of ways
the Junior League of Las Cruces
hopes to combat childhood obesi-
ty through its Kids in the Kitchen
program.

The organization provided the
recipes and the space for com-
munity children when it held the
annual Kids in the Kitchen event
Saturday, April 10, at Mesilla Val-
ley Kitchen.

The Junior League, joined by
celebrity chef Kelley Coffeen-Holt,
teamed up with Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Southwestern New Mexi-
o, and 15 pairs of “Bigs” and “Lit-
tles” participated in this year’s event,
titled “Breakfast is Good Anytime.”

Each pair rotated through six
cooking stations where they learned

how to make healthy and delicious
breakfast items that could be en-
joyed any time of the day. Children
received hands-on experience mak-
ing breakfast items such as apple-
sauce pancakes. Recipe cards also
were collected at each station so
each child had a cookbook to take
home at the end of the day.

The goal of the Junior League’s
Kids in the Kitchen initiative, which
is supported by the Association of
Junior Leagues International Inc.
and its member leagues, is to em-
power youth to make healthy life-
style choices and help reverse the
growth of childhood obesity and
its associated health issues.

The initiative began in 2006
in an effort to engage children in
preparing healthy meals as well as
educating them and their parents
about the importance of nutrition
and healthy choices.

See Kids on page A32

CEO Paul Herzog, who is serving
as the 2010 chair of March for Ba-
bies. On behalf of MMC, Herzog
has committed to major event
sponsorship and supported a
team of walkers while challenging
others in the Las Cruces commu-
nity to support March of Dimes
research and programs to help
moms have full-term pregnancies
and babies to begin healthy lives.

“We are honored to have Paul
Herzog lead the way,” said Becky
Horner, March of Dimes division
director. “When our leaders pub-
licly stand with a cause they sup-
port, they show the whole commu-
nity the value of volunteer service
and community involvement.”

Jeffrey, Dianne Silva and their family are serving as the 2010
Ambassador Family for March for Babies.

With more community involve-
ment, the higher the chance is to take
on the most urgent infant health
problem in the U.S. — premature
birth. According to the March of
Dimes, it affects more than 500,000
babies each year, and that number
grows each day. The organization
issued a report card for premature
birth, giving the nation and New
Mexico a grade of “D.”

The march begins with regis-
tration at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, April
24, and the actual walk starts at 8
a.m., lasting for 7.5 miles and be-
ginning and ending at Young Park.
For more information, call the
March of Dimes Southern New
Mexico Division at 523-2627.
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Kids in the Kitchen

Fighting childhood obeszty

Las Cruces Bulletin
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Photos by Richard Davis

Kids

Continued from page A31

Even those who didn’t participate in this year’s Kids in the Kitchen
event can still reap the healthy benefits of the program by visiting
www.kidsinthekitchen.org. The website includes bilingual recipes,
tips on nutrition, fitness and health lifestyles. The site also includes
an interactive “Kids Corner” with an online nutrition game.

Since 2006, more than 200 leagues in Canada, Mexico, the
U.S. and the United Kingdom have conducted Kids in the
Kitchen events, and several hundred million people have been
reached with messages about the Kids in the Kitchen program,
according to the Kids in the Kitchen website.

Omar
Trujillo
gets
ready to
enjoy his
breakfast
smoothie.

MRSA

Continued from page A31

in athletic games or practices until the wound has
healed.

+ If you have a cut or sore, set your washing machine to

hot water and use bleach when you wash towels and
bed linens. Set your dryer to hot. Wash gym and ath-
letic clothes after each wearing.
If you have a skin infection that requires treatment,
ask your doctor if you should be tested for MRSA. This
testing may get you the specific antibiotic you need to
treat your infection effectively.

+ If you have to take an antibiotic, take all of the doses
even if the infection is getting better. Don’t stop tak-
ing it without your doctor’s permission, don’t share
antibiotics and don’t save unfinished antibiotics for
another time. Inappropriate use of antibiotics, includ-
ing overuse or lack of appropriate use, helps MRSA
become more drug-resistant.

Bob Nosbisch is the educational outreach coordinator for the Col-
lege of Health and Social Services at New Mexico State University.

Call today to set your
appointment for
a FREE hearing
evaluation

Ray Bamberg, BCHIS

EHEMH} ONIENRTHEESLE

920 N. Telshor ® Las Cruces, NM 88011 Mon.- Fri. 9um-5pm
(575) 526-EARS (3277) www.hearonearthnm.com
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Kathryn Herman, 8, is all
smiles after eating her
breakfast pizza.

Angel Snipes, 12, gives
healthy breakfast choices
two thumbs up.
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|
I complete Pair 3961 E. Lohman #11

of Eye Glusses
(frames & lenses) Las Cruces I
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Expires 6/30/10
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Andrea
Garcia
flips her
applesauce
pancakes.

Tony
Martinez
looks on as
8-year-old
Angel Chavez
stirs fresh
fruit into
yogurt.

A Medical Billing and Practice
Management Company

* Certified Medical Coders
 Over 20 Years Experience

. ¢ Local

¢ Accurate & Efficient

v ‘ * Reliable
. AA C 1i
BRILLIANT :fmacompn

Healthcare Management, LLC  ...downright BRILLIANT

1161 Mall Dr. Suite D. Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 993-5225
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7:30 to 8 30 p.m. Wednesdays Foothills Medical Center, 3530
at Meerscheidt Recreation Foothills Road. Registration is
Center, 1600 E. Hadley Ave. at 8 a.m., and the walk starts

Paseo Road. For more infor-
mation, call 523-0436.

Diosdado holds free classes Spanish and from noon to 1
for beginners from 9 to 10 p.m. every Thursday in English
a.m. and for more experienced  at the Dofna Ana Community

ADULT CHILDREN
OF ALCOHOLICS/

DYSFUNCTIONAL practitioners from 10:15 to Center, 5745 Ledesma Drive, The fee is $1.50 per person. at 9 a.m. The fee is $15 per FEDERATION OF THE
FAMILIES SUPPORT 11:15 a.m. in the fourth floor in the village of Dofa Ana. For more information, call the ~ dog and proceeds will benefit ~ BLIND
GROUP Women'’s Resource Room Ben Archer provides free Meerscheidt Recreation Center  Safe Haven Animal Shelter, a

The Mesilla Valley Chapter

at 541-2563. The TTY number of the National Federation

classes in English and Spanish nonprofit no-kill shelter.

Adult Children of Alcoholics ~ at MountainView Regional

and Other Dysfunctional Medical Center, 4311 E. to help people manage their is 541-2661. For more information or of the Blind meets the third
Families support group meets Lohman Ave. No registration diabetes and control their to register, call Katy 496- Saturday of each month at the
at 2 p.m. Sundays at 903 Pinon IS required. For more informa-  blood sugar. For more infor- WALK YOUR 5551. Thomas Branigan Memorial
Ave. This is a 12-step program tion, call Alvarez-Diosdado at mation, call 373-3086. HOUND, LOSE A Library, 200 E. Picacho Ave.
for men and women who grew ~ 926-3016. POUND MOVIE SCREENING  The next meeting is from 1

ZUMBA CLASSES

The City of Las Cruces
offers a Zumba class from 5:45
to 6:45 p.m. Mondays and

up in alcoholic or otherwise
dysfunctional homes. They
meet in a mutually respectful,
safe environment and acknowl-

A free screening of “Food
Inc.” will be held at 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 20, at Mountain
View Market Co-op, 1300 El

to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 17.
All are invited to attend. For
more information, call Nato at
571-2604.

“Walk your hound and
lose a pound!” will be held
Saturday, April 17, at the

CARING BRIDGE
SUPPORT GROUP
Caring Bridge, an activity

edge their common experi-
ences. For more information,
visit www.adultchildren.org.

TOPS MEETING
CHAPTER 381

Take Off Pounds Sensibly
Chapter 381 is open to new
members of all ages at its
Thursday morning meetings,
which start with a private
weigh-in from 10 to 10:30
a.m. Weigh-ins are followed
by group discussions of weight
loss, dietary help and nutri-
tion. The group meets at Trails
West Senior Complex, 1450
Avenida de Mesilla, in the
Main Room.

YOUNG FATHERS
PROJECT

The New Mexico Young
Fathers fatherhood project
meets from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
each Wednesday at 1190
Foster Road. For more infor-
mation, call 532-1536.

RISE AND SHINE
WALK

The City of Las Cruces
encourages the public to
join the Rise and Shine
Walking Group at 6 a.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. The group meets at
the Meerscheidt Recreation
Center, 1600 E. Hadley Ave.
The cost is $1.50 per person
per day, a 30-day punch pass
is $36. For more informa-
tion, call the Meerscheidt
Recreation Center at 541-
2563. The TTY number is
541-2661.

T'Al CHI CHIH
CLASSES EACH
WEEK

Learn how to activate the
Chi (vital force) with T'ai Chi
Chih: Joy Thru Movement, a
moving discipline comprised
of 19 movements and one
pose. Each Tuesday, accred-
ited instructor Rose Alvarez-

support group for adults in
recovery from mental illness,
meets from 4 to 6 p.m. every
Monday and Wednesday at
the Bridge, 2511 Chaparral
St. The group matches those
in need of support with car-
ing volunteers to help build
bonds, share experiences and
create arts and crafts to sell in
a supportive environment. For
more information, call Kathy
or David at 522-6404 or email
bridge@nmsu.edu.

OVEREATERS
ANONYMOUS

Overeaters Anonymous is
a 12-step, spiritual program
for those with a desire to stop
eating compulsively. There
are no fees. The program
meets at 7 p.m. each Monday
at Unity Church of Mesilla
Valley, 125 Wyatt Drive. Enter
through the back door. The
group also has a big book
meeting at 2 p.m. Fridays
at Newman Center, 2615 S.
Solano Drive, in the library.

YOGA CLASSES

The City of Las Cruces
offers ongoing yoga classes
for all ages from 9 to 10 a.m.
each Tuesday and Thursday
at the Meerscheidt Recreation
Center, 1600 E. Hadley Ave.
Classes are taught by Olivia
Solomon, a certified Kripalu
instructor. The cost is $1.50
per class. For more informa-
tion, call 541-2563.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP

Dona Ana County Health
and Human Services and Ben
Archer Health Center are
sponsoring free, weekly sup-
port groups for residents of
Dofa Ana County who have
been diagnosed with diabetes,
who are at risk for diabetes,
or who have family members
with diabetes. The support
groups are held from noon to
1 p.m. every Wednesday in

SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO
CANCER CENTER

Saturday, April 17

Door Prizes - “Look Alike” and Best Costume Contest - Pet Adoptions
Registration at 8 a.m. - Walk starts at 9 a.m.

Foothills Medical Center - 3530 Foothills Rd.

\/ Proceeds benefit Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary

Registration fee is
$15.00 per dog ﬁ

Medlcal Center

SAFE HﬁvéFVAMMAL SANCTUARY

For more information or to register, call Katy at 496-5551

We will make stops along the walk for

refreshments/dog treats, thanks to our sponsors:

An Affiliate of Texas Oncology

& WATER SMART *W

2°LANDSCAPING Animal Faven

PETC

FITNESS

Where the pets go. FiTNESS FoR EVERYBODY, Lodge & Salon
1-575-556-8600 © www.SouthernNewMexicoCancerCenter.com MESILLA ! JLas Clu(,(,b Cinderella’s;'
VALLEY Orthopacdic Pet Sitting Service

PET RESORT N

NUTRITION

Golden Mesa

s Retirement Living
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Walking for a cure

Group looks to combat MS

s Bulletin
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Photos by Richard Davis

Gabriel Trujillo, 6, and
sister Melanie Nisimuta
joined the walk for

the Multiple Sclerosis
Foundation, both
walking for their mother
who suffers from the
disease.

£ 7

- WALK Though they could
VRN < v B not participate in
P the walk, individuals

2 Unique Hospitals. 2 Distinct Specialties.

1 Convenient Location. Py
. N U '

y . REHABILITATION HOSPITAL Top 10%

of All Inpatient
OF SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO o e

n the
United States.
M\ - U tabase

WE BELIEVE, REHABILITATION MEANS
ph:575.521.6400 - RHSNM.ernesthealth.com MORE THAN JUST PHYSICAL.
Rehabilitation Hospital of Southern New Mexico (RHSNM) ranked in the top 10% of 827 rehabilitation facilities
ranked in the IRF database of Uniform Data System for Medical Rehabilitation (UDSMR). RHSNM was cited care
that is effective, efficient, timely and patient-centered.

At our state-of-the art 40-bed acute rehabilitation hospital we specialize in the care of patients with siroke,
trauma, spinal cord injury, head injury and other disabling impairments.

o

. ADVANCED CARE HOSPITAL

OF SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO

L)

The New Advanced Care Hospital of Southern New Mexico is
20-bed all-private long-term acute care hospital. We provide
specialized medical, and nursing services for patients who are
medically complex, requiring extended crifical and acute care to
achieve recovery and no longer require services in a traditional
acute care hospital.

4441 & 4451 East Lohman Ave. ° Las Cruces, NM 88011

- " % ; — 7
. 4% \ ‘ with MS were present |
< ‘URE | to support the fight
NN N =0 against the disease. 7

Participants
begin their
walk to raise
awareness of
multiple sclerosis
Saturday, April
10, at Young
Park. The walk
also raises funds
for research

in hopes of
finding a cure
for the disease
that affects the
central nervous
system.

Former New
i Mexico State
¥ University
24 basketball

“ | player and
Onate High
School
graduate
Kelsey
Crooks and
former
NMSU men’s
basketball
coach Lou
Henson talk
before the
walk begins.
Crooks
suffers from
the disease
and now
finds it
difficult to
walk.

Our Family
Helping Your Family

Mesilla Valley Hospice
knows that family
comes first. This is
why we are dedicated
to helping everyone
in our community
by providing care for
those with life-limiting
illnesses. When every
day is important, we
help make every day

count!

Dr. Mark Abramson
Mesilla Valley Hospice Physician

299 E. Montana, Las Cruces, NM 88005

(575) 525-5757

www.mvhospice.org
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SeniorActivities

Call the Munson Senior
Center at 528-3000 or check
postings at the facility, 975 S.
Mesquite St., for information
on ongoing programs. Classes
normally held in the Art Wing,
including ceramics, jewelry
making and pottery, are post-
poned until further notice.

AEROBICS CLASS

Aerobics class with Jennifer
Smith is at 9 a.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at the
Eastside Community Center,
310 N. Tornillo St. The sug-
gested donation is 50 cents.

AQUATICS CLASS

Aguatics class (senior exer-
cise class) with Nora Bailey is
offered on a first-come, first-
served basis from 11 a.m. to
noon Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays at Frenger Pool, 800
Parkview Drive. The suggested
donation is 50 cents.

LINE DANCING
CLASSES

Beginning line dancing
classes with Sherrill Patterson
and Cheryl Lither are from
1:45 to 3 p.m. Mondays at
Munson Senior Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St.

Intermediate line dancing
is from 1:45 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Fridays with Sherrill Patterson
at Munson Senior Center.

CORE-FLOOR
EXERCISE CLASS

Core-floor exercise classes
are held five days a week.
The suggested donation is 50
cents. Classes are held from
10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Mondays,
Wednesday and Fridays with
Lucille at Munson Senior
Center, 975 S. Mesquite St.,
and at 8:30 a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays with Jennifer Smith
at Mesilla Park Community
Center, 304 W. Bell Ave.

HATHA YOGA

Yoga classes are at the
Benavidez Community Center,
1045 McClure Road. Nora
Bailey, a certified instruc-
tor, leads Hatha yoga classes
beginning at 8 a.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.
Suggested donation is 50 cents.

T'Al CHI CLASSES
T'ai Chi classes are

held from 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Tuesdays and Thursdays at

Munson Senior Center, 975 S.

Mesquite St. The suggested

donation is 50 cents.

CHESS

Chess games are played
from 8:30 a.m. to noon
Fridays at the Munson Senior
Center, 975 S. Mesquite St.
All are welcome. Participants
are asked to bring chess sets,
boards and clocks, if available.

BINGO MANIA

Bingo Mania is from 12:30
to 2 p.m. Wednesdays at the
Eastside Community Center,
310 N. Tornillo St. No money is
involved. Donations of old and/
or new knickknacks for prizes
are welcome. Call 541-2305 or
541-2304 for more information.

CREATIVE WRITING
A creative writing class is
held from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesdays in the Dofa
Ana Room at Munson Senior
Center, 975 S. Mesquite St.

CANASTA

Canasta is played from 1
to 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays at
Munson Senior Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St. All skill levels are
welcome.

LIBRARY BOOK CLUB

The Library Book Club meets
from 10 to 11 a.m. the third
Wednesday of each month at
Munson Senior Center, 975
S. Mesquite St. The club gets
together to read great selec-
tions and meet new people.

HORSESHOE
PITCHING

Horseshoe-pitching practice
is held from 1 to 3 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday behind Munson
Senior Center, 975 S. Mesquite
St. For more information, call
Burt Trujillo at 522-4849.

VOYAGERS SENIOR
TRAVEL CLUB

The Voyagers Senior Travel
Club is open from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Tuesday through
Thursday at Munson Senior
Center, 975 S. Mesquite St.
The club is currently taking
reservations for a three-
day, two-night trip April 26
through 28 to Albuquerque,
Nob Hill, Route 66 Hotel and
Casino and Sandia Tramway.
Cost is $195 for double occu-
pancy or $225 for single occu-
pancy. For more information,
call Helen Glover at 312-6152.

MAH JONGG
Mah Jongg is played from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursdays at
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PRODUCTS

Wheelchair Equipment
Sales - Service « Repairs

Vehicle Lifts - Ramps
Modified Vans
Hand Controls

401 N. 17th St. - 523-9400

Munson Senior Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St.

PINOCHLE

Pinochle players meet from
noon to 5 p.m. Fridays at
Munson Senior Center, 975 S.
Mesquite St.

DRAWING FOR
BEGINNERS

Seniors can explore the
fundamentals of drawing and
composition in this new class
beginning Tuesday April 20.
Registration is through Friday,
April 16. Classes are from
3:30 to 5 p.m. each Tuesday
and Thursday at the Eastside
Center, 310 N. Tornillo St.

BEGINNING OIL
PAINTING

Seniors can explore the
fundamentals of oil painting
in this new class beginning
Monday April 19. Registration
is through Friday, April 16.
Classes are from 2:30 to
4:30 p.m. each Monday and
Wednesday at the Eastside
Center, 310 N. Tornillo St.

MOVIE DAY

Movie Day is at 1:30 p.m.
the fourth Thursday of every
month in the conference room
at Munson Senior Center,
975 S. Mesquite St. Call Mark
for title information at 528-
3406 or email mmumper@
las-cruces.org. Free popcorn is
served. Movie suggestions are
welcome at Munson Library
and at the front desk.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING
Area drivers ages 50 and
older can take the AARP Driver
Safety Program. Classes are
scheduled from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Friday, April 16, at the
Village at Northrise, 2880 N.

Roadrunner Parkway, in the
Hallmark Building, and from
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