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Ricky Lujan aims for nothing but net on a free throw for Ofiate High School, one of
four Las Cruces teams that reached the quarterfinals of the state 5A basketball
tournament. Oiiate and Las Cruces High School each won games at home Saturday,
March 6, to advance to play March 11 games at the Pit in Albuquerque. On the girls’
side, Mayfield defeated Cleveland 47-33 to advance to a March 10 game against La
Cueva. The Centennial High School girls beat West Mesa 36-28, earning a quarterfi-
nal berth against Volcano Vista, also March 10, other photos in'Sports, page 54.

Guest speaker:
Colorectal Cancer Victor Barnica, MD
Awareness Event ® Presentation at 4:30 pm
aF ing kits availabl .
March 20, 2020 | 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm . Evert parimeradwith Memorial

MMC Annex Lobby & Conference Room A & B NMSU Cancer Research Medical Center

RSVP 800.424.DOCS (3627) Learn more at mmclc.org
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Dona Ana County
‘Your Partner in Progress’

County receives more than $500,000 in state

support to drive 2020 Census participation

As most people will receive their 2020 Census
form in the mail by Apr. 1, the 2020 Regional Census
Complete Count Committee, a multi-agency working
group, received a second grant for $256,101 to encour-
age everyone to get counted, by filling out their census
form. The first grant, also for $256,101 was awarded
in 2019, making the state’s support total more
than $500,000.

“Getting everyone counted is the most signif-
icant action we can take this spring because it
will help shape numerous programs that help our
community, over the next decade,” said Dist. 5
Dofia Ana County Commissioner Manuel
Sanchez. “When we fill out the census form,
whether it’s online, by mail or phone, we ensure

-4

eral dollars for healthcare, schools and roads in
our community, regardless of our age, political
affiliation or residential status.”

Everyone who lives in Dofia Ana County
must be counted in the census because the alter-
native means $64 million less funding, over the
next 10 years, if only one percent of the county’s
residents is not counted. '

New Mexico receives more than $7 billion
through federal programs for healthcare, high-
ways, education, housing, jobs and other needs,
based on census data. With so much at stake, the
state appropriated $3.5 million in 2019 to prepare for
the 2020 Census by educating and encouraging all res-
idents to get counted.

“Dofia Ana County was awarded the additional
funds to help maximize census participation, especial-
ly in hard-to-count groups in rural and unincorporated
areas. We developed a comprehensive marketing and

ces.

outreach plan, in collaboration with a variety of organ-
izations represented in our Complete Count Commit-
tee. Now, we will focus on helping people fill out their
form accurately and on time,” said Dofia Ana County
Manager Fernando R. Macias.

The number of people counted will directly impact

0 L

the amount of funding states and counties receive for
programs ranging from school lunches, to Pell Grants
for college, Medicare and even roads and infrastruc-
ture. Census data is also referenced by businesses to
evaluate which cities may support their presence or
growth. That includes healthcare clinics, retail stores
and restaurants.

\ X9
Pictured are residents who support the 2020 Census, at Young Park in Las Cru-
PHOTO: LIZ REED, Dofia Ana County.

“In partnership with census representatives from
the federal and state levels, including municipalities
and educational, healthcare and non-profit organiza-
tions, we hope to reach everyone with our multi-
faceted campaign,” Macias said. “It is vital to reach
every single constituent — from those inside the city

: limits to the rural and transient com-
munities — the message is the same:
be counted.”

The campaign includes internet
and television advertisements, radio
interviews and announcements,
posters, flyers and social media in
=4 both English and Spanish. To ensure
. outreach to communities in rural

areas, 26 promotoras and dozens of
=== volunteers and census workers will
= help residents learn about and fill
B out their census.
i The law requires the Census Bu-
reau to keep information confiden-
tial and use responses only to pro-
' duce statistics. Responses cannot be
. shared with any government agency
S5 or court. Online responses are en-

crypted to protect personal privacy.

“Counting everyone in our

household tells federal and state leg-
islators that our county earned and deserves invest-
ment,” Macias said. “It is easy, fast and safe.”

For more information, please visit
www.icountnm.gov. To like the campaign on Face-
book and keep up to date on related news, please visit
www.facebook.com/DonaAnaCensus2020.

JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

ﬂ g m @ 2 YouTube  war. 13,2020

Visit our award-winning website at www.donaanacounty.org, or contact us at (575) 647-7200




LAS CRUCES BULLETIN

NEWS

FRIDAY, MARCH 13,2020 3

City manager search winnowed to five

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Las Cruces Mayor
Ken Miyagishima is
eager for the city coun-
cil to bring its next city
manager on board.

The city had 101 ap-
plicants for the posi-
tion. The recruiting
company hired by the
city narrowed that field
to 10 candidates, which
the mayor and council
pared to five during a
March 4 closed meeting.
The five finalists will be
interviewed Tuesday-
Wednesday, March 17-
18, in Las Cruces. The
interviews will include
a panel consisting of
the mayor and city
council, a stakeholder
panel (composition to
be determined) and a

-~
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David Dollahon

panel of City of Las
Cruces department di-
rectors. A community
reception featuring the
finalists will be help
Wednesday evening,
March 18.

The five finalists are
Interim City Manager
William “Bill” Studer,
Assistant City Manager

William ‘Bill’ Studer

and Chief Operating
Officer David Dolla-
hon, Los Lunas Village
Administrator Greg
Martin, City of San An-
tonio Neighborhood and
Housing Services Direc-
tor Veronica Soto and
Loudoun County, Vir-
ginia, Assistant County
Administrator Kenneth

Young.

Studer was named
interim city manager
last April 25, following
the resignation of Stu-
art Ed, who served less
than three years. Studer
is stepping down from
the post effective March
16 while the council de-
liberates. Studer began
work for the City of
Las Cruces as assistant
city manager April 3,
2017. He is the former
assistant city manager
of Arlington, Texas, and
El Paso.

Dollahon has worked
for the City of Las
Cruces since 1990 as an
intern, technician, plan-
ner, administrator, di-
rector of the Quality of
Life Department, assis-
tant city manager and
interim city manager.

575 -522 - 3713

Las Cruces, NM 88011

Children’s Reading A”ia_nCé

3880 Foothills Rd., Suite A,

Thankful for
your support!

Let’s keep kids reading!!

Jim Ericson was
city manager when
Miyagishima was first
elected to represent
District 6 on the city
council in 2001. Dur-
ing his six years as
a city councilor and
more than 12 years as
mayor, Miyagishima
has been involved in the
selections of Terrance
Moore, Robert Garza
and Ed as city manager,
he said.

Miyagishima said he
was pleased with the
10 candidates selected
by the city’s consult-
ing firm, and both he
and City Councilor Gill
Sorg, who is second to
Miyagishima with more
than 10 years of service
on the council, said
they were surprised
that more than 100

people applied for the
position, including ap-
plicants from 24 states
and from outside the
US..

Miyagishima said he
is hopeful a permanent
city manager will be
selected by April 1 and
will be on board in May.

“There are many at-
tributes I will be look-
ing for in a new city
manager,” said Sorg,
who was first elected
in 2009 and re-elected
in 2013 and 2017. He
served two years as
mayor pro-tem. “The
city manager’s position
is “a very important job
with many important
tasks and duties,” Sorg
said.

“Managers have
tough jobs,” Miya-
gishima said.

2

WEEKEND BRUNCH
IACIENDA STYLE

HACIENDA
STEAK &
EGGs 4%

t ] ,
,
R\ @4
HACIENDA

BRUNCH SERVED
Sat. & Sun. ¢ 0am-3pm

575.652.4953

MESILLA 1891 Avenida de Mesilla

GRILLE | INN | CANTINA HaciendaDeMesilla.com

CASUAL ELEGANCE IN DINING & LODGING




NEWS

4 FRIDAY,MARCH 13,2020

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN

Save up to

P on ‘é'elect carpets}
2 an_quIoors storemde]

St. Patrick’s Day

SALE

Give your home a makeover with clearance savings storewide.
It’s the sale that everyone’s talking about, and it’s going on now!

Laminate

from 99¢*

sq.ft.

Tile n

from 99¢*

sq.ft.

Carpet

from 99¢*

sq.ft.

Sheet Vinyl

~99¢

sq.ft.

OF LAS CRUCES,

SERVING SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO FOR OVER 30 YEARS

E Find us on Facebook at Casey Carpet of Las Cruces

1515 W. AMADOR
523-9595

MON.-FRL8 AM.-6PM. ¢ SAT.9 AM.-5PM.
WWW.CASEYCARPETOFLASCRUCES.COM

Floonng AMERICA

"“Why choose us? Our showroom is
staffed with flooring experts who go through
continuous training to help you find the
perFect floor for your home. And, if you can't
visit the store, we'll bring the store to you.”

W. AMADOR

8&5&‘2332?55* g Gina Hoffman Schweinebraten
N on Amador) ) E‘ — (bisc ver Vice PrESident
= @ Casey Carpet of Las Cruces, Inc.

*Sale pricing and % off discount applies to materials only; cushion, labor, and installation charges are additional. Cannot be combined with other offers or coupons. Prior orders exempt. See store for details on all
offers and warranties. Offer expires 3/22/2020. Participating stores only. Unless otherwise stated, all prices are for materials only. Not all merchandise in all stores. Photos are representational only. Actual merchandise
may not exactly match photos shown. Although we make every effort to ensure that our advertising is accurate, we cannot be held liable for typographical errors or misprints. FAME-32359. 5/2013

INC.

Farm to table

COURTESY PHOTO
La Semilla Food Center of Anthony has received a two-year,
$600,000 grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to support
local food and farming in Dofia Ana County. La Semilla was
founded in 2010 and includes five programs with 22 employ-
ees supporting local food and farm businesses, including
business development and training. Follow La Semilla Food
Center on social media or visit www.lasemillafoodcenter.org.

ADDICTION RECOVERY CENTER
SETTING THE STANDARD FOR PSYCHIATRIC & ADDICTION SERVICES

¥ We are available 24/7 and
" walk-ins are always welcome.

If you or a loved one needs §
help, please call 3
. 575.382.3500 &

S.

a4 We accept TRICARE®, Medicare, and most insurance plans.

TRICARE® is a registered trademark of the Department of
Defense, Defense Health Agency. All rights reserved.

3751 Del Rey Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM 88012

A.".l_ mesillavalleyhospital.com

Remodeling?
Wait!

Get MORE for LESS and BETTER WORKMANSHIP

Cabinet Specialties
www.cabinetspecialties.net

BUEEE Ccall Joe 575-268-0001
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McCamley leading by example at Arrowhead

By JESS WILLIAMS
Las Cruces Bulletin

Bill McCamley was in
Las Cruces Friday to coach
high schoolers about how
to land jobs.

McCamley is secretary
of New Mexico’s De-
partment of Workforce
Solutions (NMDWS), but
he’s also a former state
representative and a for-
mer Dona Ana County
commissioner. Having
sold himself to wary vot-
ers on multiple occasions,
he came to Arrowhead
Park Early College High
School to introduce to its
students the “Mock It “Til
You Rock It!” workshop
series, through which
students learn effective
interviewing techniques,
interpersonal relationship
strategiesg and resume-
writing skills that they can
use when they enter the
job market.

He called The Bulletin
ahead of the workshop
to talk about why the
program is important,
and how far-reaching he’s
hopeful the impact will be.

“These kids are bright,”
McCamley said, “but
they’re also too plugged
in. We want to teach them
that a good resume can’t
read like a text message or
an Instagram post. They
also need to know what to
wear to an interview, the
importance of eye contact,
etc. We have to prepare
these kids.”

The program, he
said, was developed and
launched as part of Gov.
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s
initiative to increase youth
career and college readi-
ness opportunities, and it’s
taking McCamley around
the state to work with com-
munity leaders to bring
real-life, face-to-face oppor-
tunities for high school-
ers to learn from people

who've

| mastered
the skills
needed by
an emer-
gent work
force.

In total,
he said, 45
schools across New Mex-
ico have registered to host
a mock interview event.

“The governor wants
every New Mexican as
ready as possible to get
a job,” McCamley said.

BILL McCAMLEY

“This partnership with
Las Cruces Public Schools
will give our students a
huge boost in being able to
find and keep a career.”

Schools are encour-
aged to hold pre-event
workshops to prepare
the students with resume
building activities, inter-
view skill building and
professionalism classes.

A list of participating
schools can be found at
www.dws.state.nm.us/
MocKItTillYouRocklIt.

_____.Lnnovatlve
a bmlder

#IAmDACC

Automation & Manufacturing

/‘-d’\Cruces | Sunland Park | Gadsden | Chaparral

IIZ’ 575-527-7710

dacc.nmsu.edu

Presented By:

MQC

Metal Craft Co.

Vir Comeitionme Conlracic

waww.rnekialeraftoo.com

Saturday, March 28
9am-5pm

Sunday, March 29
10am-4pm

at Las Cruces Convention Center
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Submit letters to editor@
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at 575-526-4621. Letters should
not exceed 200 words, may be
edited for length or content and
must include the writer's name,
address and phone number for
verification. Anonymous letters
will not be published.

Living local, Las Cruces style

was talking with a friend
recently about buying
local.

Most of us
understand the
value and im-
portance of local
businesses.

Most have
heard the adage
that, if you
spend a dollar
with a locally
owned business, it stays in our
area and gets spent at least seven
times locally before it leaves
town. With corporate chain
stores, not as much.

There are many things,
though, that are not easily found
except through a corporate chain
store, or online. But I can pretty
much guarantee amazon.com
will not sponsor your kid’s cheer-
leading squad or help with your
high school band fundraiser.

With a little patience, a little
thought and a little creativity,
we can all help local businesses,
folks who provide the backbone
of support to so many local
groups and causes.

On a recent Saturday, I took
pause to examine the clothes I
was wearing and thought about
where I got them.

Shoes: at the Clarks store in
the E1 Paso Outlet Mall.

Socks: Organ Mountain Outfit-
ters.

Underwear: Kmart (before it
left Las Cruces — I guess that tells
you how often I buy new under-
wear ... I know, TMI)

Jeans: Savers thrift store in
Las Cruces (which donates to
some local charities).

Belt: Made by Mr. Staley at the
Las Cruces Farmers Market.

T-shirt: Bought from my
friends at City Barber Shop, em-

RICHARD
COLTHARP

From the Publisher

blazoned with their logo.

Sweatshirt: A customized
Aggie sweatshirt from Brian Cox
and his crew at Sports Acces-
sories.

NM State ball cap: Also from
Sports Accessories.

That’s actually pretty good. It
would be pretty difficult to outfit
myself much more locally than
that.

Clothing is one of the hardest
things to do locally.

When he was still carrying
shoes, I would get my Stacy
Adams Madison dress shoes from
Michael at A Real Man in Me-
silla. He still carries a lot of great
shirts, hats and accessories.

Also in Mesilla, more geared
toward women, there is the Em-
erald Isle Boutique, and some
clothes and boots at Julienne
Jewelry.

Downtown Las Cruces has
Organ Mountain Outfitters with
quite a few cool shirts and jackets
and accessories. There are a few
other local places to buy clothes,
mostly specialty items.

Much easier is to find a local
place to eat. In my mind, all of
the best restaurants are locally
owned ones, and many are very,
very good. Too many good ones
to list here by name. We have sev-
eral that have been around for 50
years or more, and that says a lot.

There are many other types of
local businesses to patronize here
in the Mesilla Valley, to serve al-
most any need you can think of.

I took just a few minutes re-
cently to review my own buying
habits, which made me think of
ways I could expand my local
spending.

Not far from my house is Cha-
vira’s Produce, where I shop for
veggies and fruit, and since they
added a carniceria, I get a lot of
my meat there also. We have a
handful of local carnicerias and

tortillerias, and three full-fledged
local grocery stores: Save Mart
on Valley Drive, Mountain View
Co-Op on Idaho Avenue and
Toucan Market on University
Avenue.

There are a lot of things you
can do locally you might not have
considered.

One man’s trash ...

Is your mailbox flooded regu-
larly with items you don’t want,
but worry about throwing away
because it has some of your vital
info? After all, identity theft is
seemingly everywhere these
days. What if I told you about
a way to protect your informa-
tion and also avoid adding to the
landfill?

There’s a local business called
American Document Services,
which can store your business’s
records (physically and/or elec-
tronically) and can also shred
your personal papers. Then they
make sure it’s disposed of prop-
erly and sustainably.

Think local, drink local ...

There are so many local and
regional brewers these days,
you could go the rest of your
life without ever purchasing
Budweiser or Coors again. Most
of the local brewers have growl-
ers (refillable bottles) you can
purchase and return time and
again, avoiding a pileup of cans
or bottles.

We also have several local
winemakers, and from Little
Toad Creek and Dry Point, we
now have locally distilled liquors.

“Bring it on home to me ..

Do you play a musical instru-
ment or sing in a band? There are
lots of great options without hav-
ing to leave Dofia Ana County.
There’s Mountain Music, Hub-
bard’s Music-N-More, Mesilla

Valley Pro Music and White’s
Music Box, which has probably
outfitted half the students who
have marched in a high school
band in Las Cruces for the past
62 years.

Four wheeling

Almost anything you need
done to your vehicle can be done
right here in Las Cruces. That’s
common when it comes to auto
repair, detailing and used cars,
but even most of our large,
brand-name dealerships have
local, community-minded own-
ership. All you have to do to be
reminded of that is to take a walk
on the New Mexico State Univer-
sity campus at the Pat and Lou
Sisbarro Park.

Two wheeling

If you’d rather have two wheels
than four, you have two long-
established local bicycle shops,
Ride On Sports and Outdoor
Adventures. And if you like your
bicycle with a little electric boost,
there’s a new outfit called E-
Bikes of Southern New Mexico.

And if you like your two
wheels with some real, gasoline-
powered vroom, check out Las
Cruces Motorsports. They’ve also
got some with three wheels and
four.

Jonesing for java?

We all know there are plenty
of national chain places you can
go to get coffee, but none that
will also serve you a green chile
bagel or a green chile cheddar
scone.

You've got a friend

I could go on forever, and
maybe will in a future column,
but I'll end here: there’s one local
place you can go to find your new
best friend, the Animal Services
Center of the Mesilla Valley.
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Gold Star Memorial is paid for, car show coming

If you have
ever had the

loved one during
one of the wars.”

pleasure of visit- All of the vets
ing the Veterans agreed with
Memorial Park Mike’s thoughts.
in Las Cruces, However, there
you will have was one major
noticed memori- DAVID CHEEK problem. We esti-
als that honor all Guestcolumnist ~ mated we needed
those who served to come up with
our country from WWI about $10,000 to pay for

through the Vietnam
War.

A group of local veter-
ans was sitting around
talking about the park
one day when Mike Cano
(retired Air Force) noted
that the park was lacking
one very important me-
morial. His exact words
were, “We honor all those
who served our country,
but I think we should
have a Gold Star Memo-
rial that honors the fam-
ily members who lost a

the memorial. We tossed
around several ideas on
how to raise the money.
The idea of a Veterans
Memorial Park calendar
popped into Richard
Lewis’ head. The rest of
the group liked the idea,
so Lewis gave Fred Huff
a call, and he agreed to
do the photography and
put it together. While tak-
ing photos at the park,
he ran into Hubert Gay
(retired Air Force). Huff
asked Gay and his wife

to help select 12 photos
from more than 100 he
had shot. With their help,
Huff came up with a
masterpiece in less than
a week.

Next, Lewis called
Johnny Hernandez
(retired Army) at Insta-
Copy. They negotiated a
price, and a week later
he had 500 calendars
ready for pick-up. Lewis
enlisted several vets to
help sell the calendars,
and they sold fast. Within
a month, Bill Boling and
Lewis sold 75. Elsa Baker
(retired Air Force) sold
55. Cano sold 60. Gay and
Huff sold another 200.

In less than two months,
more than $10,000 had
been raised.

The Gold Star Memo-
rial has been ordered,
and it’s paid in full. The

memorial will be made
of black granite with

the Family Gold Star
mounted on top. We hope
to have it in place by the
end of May.

The term Gold Star
Family ties back to the
service flag. Flags or ban-
ners were first flown in
the windows of homes
of families with a family
member serving in our
military during WWIL.
The flag included a blue
star for every immediate
family member serving.

If a family member was
killed, the blue star was
replaced with a gold star,
signifying to the com-
munity the high price
paid for freedom. Today,
the nation recognizes the
sacrifices of all Gold Star
Family members. Gold
Star Mother’s and Fam-

ily’s Day is the last Sun-
day of September, and
Gold Star Spouse’s Day is
April 5.

The strength of our
military is all who serve.
The strength of those
who serve is their family
members. We recognize
that no one has given
more for our nation than
the families of the fallen.

So what’s next? Begin-
ning at 7 a.m., March 21,
the Veterans of Southern
New Mexico will hold a
Veterans Gold Star Me-
morial Car Show at Bor-
man Autoplex. The fee to
enter a vehicle is $25, and
there will be trophies for
top 25, best of show and
people’s choice. There
will be music and food at
the event. Proceeds bene-
fit Honor Flight of South-
ern New Mexico and El

Paso, as well as the Gold
Star Memorial Fund.

If you are a family or
know of a family having
lost a close relative while
serving our nation, please
have them contact Her-
nandez at 575-526-6602 or
Lewis at 575-525-4556 or
575-444-6445.

As veterans, we plan to
honor the family mem-
bers at the March 21 car
show, and we’re hopeful
residents — veterans or
not — from all over Las
Cruces will join us in
doing so.

Staff Sgt. David Cheek
served in the United States
Army from April of 1966
to May of 1968, and he
served in the Vietnam
War for most of that time.

WITHA

PURPOSE ¢

For Cathy Chen and Fab Lab El Paso, innovation is

instrumental to success. As a member of our Community

Partner Program, their work is empowering students with

core, competitive skills like coding. When we support

partners like Fab Lab El Paso, we’re investing in our

community’s future by placing students at the frontline

of technology. At El Paso Electric, we believe in

driving change by powering a better education.

ab EI P
I Executive Directorﬂb L F

T =l WM

#1 in Customer Satisfaction with Business Electric Service in the West among Midsize Utilities |

El Paso Electric

aso

epelectric.com

Ily(©

El Paso Electric has received the highest score based on multiple factors, including power quality and reliability, corporate citizenship, price, communications and customer service. For J.D. Power 2019 award
information, visit jdpower.com/awards.
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Equal Opportunity Cowboy OBITUARIES
by his wife of 50 years,

Betty Lynneisa easy shot. The calf The calf ran off (snick- into orbit. On her descent, Linda Doyal Guss, a
cowboy. If you don’t was wild as a deer ering, no doubt), the cow Frosty kicked Betty Lynne brother Timothy Guss
believe it, ask her and evaded loop spooked and Betty Lynne in midair, flipped her over (Breanna) of Medford,
husband to show after loop as Betty lost her dally. The cow ran and she landed in a sitting OR, sister-in-law Lisa
you the snapshot of Lynne and Frosty off after the calf. position. Just right to see Guss of San Antonio,
her bruise. chased her back Sean hurried to help, the rest of the wreck. TX, daughter Kimberly

Last summer, i and forth across handed her his rope, and Sean had just stepped off Guss of Albuquerque,
they had a cow BAXTER the Montana ho- with a straight face, sug- T-Bird to go for the rope. sons Christopher Guss
killed by lighten- BLACK rizon. gested she heel thecow and  T-Bird spun across him, (Nicole) of Albuquerque,
ing on their ranch. of C%”mtgfoﬁdsgee e Frosty was los- he’d run up and get her stepped on his foot and fol- and Gerald Guss (Mandy)
They figgered ing patience and rope back. lowed Frosty back toward of Las Cruces. He is also
they’d better bring in the Betty Lynne was frustrated. Off she went, deter- the barn. survived by five grand-
orphaned calf. The after- As she said, she never mined. It’s not easy to The happy couple lay Gary Lyn Guss sons: Steven, Austin
noon of the rescue, Betty claimed to be a header and run up on a critter who’s ironed out in the grass and (Terrah), and Dominic

Lynne saddled ol’ Frosty, a
reliable ex-Appaloosa race-
horse. That allowed Sean,

her husband, to ride T-Bird,

one of the colts they were
training.

They trailered to the pas-
ture. Sean stayed outside
the bunch, practicin’ quar-
ter circles and slides, while
Betty Lynne searched for
the little black Heifer calf
they knew to be the dogie.
She spotted the calf and
eased up. She missed the

had always been envious of
men who are not hampered
by fallen bra straps while
in hot pursuit of a critter.
“Messes up yer swing,” she
says.

At last, she’d lined up on
a decent shot and let sail a
pretty loop. Suddenly aware
of the drama unfolding in
front of her, the biggest,
fattest cow in the county
looked up from her grazing
and stuck her head square
in the loop!

draggin’ a rope behind

her like a swishin’ snake.
But Betty Lynne got close
enough to double hock the
cow. Just as she grabbed
her dally, the tail of the
snake brushed Frosty’s
feet. He blew up and left the
ground! They were four feet
off the ground when the
cow, all 1,200 pounds of her,
hit the end of the line. It
was like bein’ hit by a train.
Frosty went sailing side-
ways. Betty Lynne bucked

ATTEND THE NEW AMERICA SCHOOL
LAS CRUCES OPEN HOUSE!

Jom us to Iearn more about our School and
the features we offer students —

Small » Safe Environment * Small Class Sizes
Caring and Effective Teachers « Community Service

FOR: Incoming 8th graders and

any transfer students and parents

WHEN: March 4th from 4:30pm -6pm

and again April 2nd from 4:30pm -6pm.

207 S. Main St.

Las Cruces, NM 88001

WHERE: New America School-Las Cruces

watched the cow, who had
kicked out one heel, headed
east draggin’ both their
ropes.

Although I've not seen
the bruise, or the photo,
Betty Lynne said it showed
the accurate outline of the
hoof wall, complete with
frog. Somehow, I believe
her.

www.baxterblack.com.
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Gary Lyn Guss, age 71,
passed away in Las Cru-
ces on February 28, 2020
from complications from
sepsis.

Gary was born on Feb-
ruary 27, 1949 in Roswell,
NM. He was preceded in
death by his parents Wil-
lard Howard Guss, Virgie
Louise Carter Guss, and
his brother Alan Dwayne
Guss. Gary is survived

Ting

LC3-LV44136

Proud Sponsor of our “Pet of the Week”

you'll love her all the same!

Meet Princess. She's the belle of the ball and the
dame of the castle. Princess wants nothing less than
pawfection. With striking honey eyes, great poise and
demeanor. She's unlike any Disney princess you've
seen. She's a four-legged, furry, prima donna, but

Animal Services Center
of the Mesilla Valley
3551 Bataan Memorial West

Help sponsor an
adoptable animal!
To sponsor call:
524-8061
To adopt call:
382-0018

or visit
petango.com/ascmv

Calista Animal Hospital

1889 Calle de Niiios * www.calistaanimalhospital.com

Ortega, Eryk Beckler,
and Rydeen Guss, nieces
Tiffany Briggs (Nick),
Amber Hairell (Matt)

SEE OBITUAIRES, PAGE 12

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Science is missing

To the editor:

Can you believe that
no statement can come
from our federal health
officials—like Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention and National
Institutes of Health —about
the spread of the novel
corona virus without the
approval of Disease Czar
Mike Pence?

Pence is the same person
who, when governor of
Indiana, resisted on reli-
gious grounds the use of
clean needles to prevent the
spread of HIV and hepati-
tis. Eventually he capitu-
lated, but in the interim,
many people died.

Iwas in the federal gov-
ernment for 30 years when
decisions about disease pre-
vention were based on sci-
ence rather than political
or moral views. Have we re-
turned to the 15th century,
when we didn’t know about
bacteria and viruses?

Paul O’ Connell
Las Cruces
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Much belated progress on crisis triage center

For the last officers could
seven years, any- bring those who
time I wanted to were undergoing
challenge county amental health
commissioners on crisis.
government inef- County jails
ficiency, I would i 4 M throughout the
point to theempty = WALTRUBEL nation have
building that was The View become defacto
intended to be a From Here mental-health
crisis triage center. providers, especially for

It’s not just the $2 mil- the poor, with predictably

lion spent to construct the
building in 2012, or the
money spent since then
to secure and maintain it
that bothered me so much.
It was the obvious need
that continued to go unmet
every year since then.
Former County Man-
ager Brian Haines had
convinced the county
commission, and the com-
munity, of the need for a
facility (other than jail)
where law enforcement

horrible results.

The same year that the
crisis triage center was fin-
ished, the county reached
a $15.5 million settlement
with former inmate Ste-
phen Slevin.

Slevin was not the vic-
tim of intentional cruelty,
but rather self-imposed
isolation and neglect.
Those responsible for his
care lacked both the exper-
tise and the resources to
fulfill their duties.

Police and deputies were
taking people with mental
illness to jail for minor
crimes, because they knew
it would often take hours
if they were to seek mental
health services for them
instead, Haines said. That
was another problem that
the crisis triage center was
going to solve.

And so, there was a lot
of optimism when county
leaders grabbed their
shovels and posed for the
ceremonial groundbreak-
ing photos. But by the
time construction was
finished, it was clear that
the county didn’t have a
plan for either operations
or funding.

Seven years later, they
still didn’t. Until now.

At the Feb. 25 County
Commission meeting,
commissioners heard

a report from outside
consultants on the crisis
triage center, as well as
the larger issues of behav-
ioral health and criminal
justice.

It recommends that
the crisis triage center
provide stabilization and
brief intervention for
those undergoing a mental
health crisis, and then
connections to long-term
care providers. The center
should be licensed for 23-
hour stabilization or 14-
day observation.

The report also calls
for mobile crisis response
teams with both law en-
forcement officers and
mental health profession-
als to answer emergency
calls and a pre-arrest
diversion program for low-
level offenders.

The report calls for the

|

Friday, March 20 - 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
; % Saturday, March 21 - 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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Las C-RUC]-;S VILLAGE
Celebrating 40 years of service
3011 Buena Vida Circle
Las Cruces, NM
575-522-1362

All faiths or beliefs are welcome

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

county to tap into both
state and federal funding
to help pay for opera-
tions of the center. And,
there may be some federal
money available now to
get the center opened. But
the long-range plan must
include a stable revenue
source from the county.

And there’s more
good news: La Clinica de
Familia recently broke
ground on a new facility
that will expand its abil-
ity to provide behavioral
health outpatient services
to adults in Las Cruces.
Other centers are planned
for Sunland Park and
Chaparral.

It has been a struggle to
right the ship ever since
the disastrous overhaul of
the state behavioral health
system in 2013 based on
false allegations of fraud
by the Martinez adminis-

tration. And, to be honest,
the ship was on choppy
waters even before then.

Behavioral health ser-
vices in New Mexico have
always been fragmented
and difficult, if not impos-
sible, to access in rural
areas of the state.

I was disappointed that
the Behavioral Health
Community Integration
Act sponsored by Sen.
Mary Kay Papen and Rep.
Micaela Lara Cadena
didn’t get heard in the leg-
islature this year.

But we need to recog-
nize and applaud progress
when it happens. If the
county is able to get a fully
functioning crisis triage
center up and running,
that would be a huge step
forward.

Walt Rubel can be reached
at waltrubel@gmail.com.

6 oz Tilapia smothered in
a Veracruz sauce (onions,
tomato, jalapefio & green
olives), served with green
chilada, rice. whole beans,
Mexican slaw and a roll.

Other Favorite Dishes Available!

On the Plaza in
Historic Old Mesilla

575-524-3524

www.laposta-de-mesilla.com

@ ~a
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All you need to know about pollinators

By CASSIE McCLURE
and Suzanne Michaels
For the Bulletin

Pollinators — like
bees, hummingbirds and
butterflies — keep the
ecosystem of your gar-
den healthy. Learn more
about how to attract them
with Claudette Harvell,
from Wild Birds Unlim-
ited, at the free Las Cru-
ces Utilities (LCU) Lush
and Lean Workshop on
Thursday, March 19.

“Not just bright, beau-
tiful plants need pollina-

tors. All flowering plants
make use of pollinators
to spread their pollen,”
said Harvell, who focuses
on sustainability and eco-
friendly solutions at the
store.

She also likes to clear
up common misconcep-
tions. For example, native
bees rarely sting, and
you don’t need red dye in
your sugar water mixture
to attract hummingbirds.
“A simple red feeder
is best,” says Harvell,
“don’t make it too ornate
in coloring because that

will also attract bees. And
change the water every
two days.”

Harvell said your
messier-than-you-might-
like yard has a fan club of
little critters who make
habitats from what is al-
ready there. For instance,
stray leaves are excellent
places for caterpillars to
hide as they transform
into butterflies.

Bees, she said, can’t
swim and don’t like to get
their feet wet. And butter-
flies appreciate ‘drinking’
from damp earth, where

DO YOU
THINK YOU
MIGHT HAVE
A HERNIA?

WE HAVE ANSWERS

Renata Brodsky, DO

General & Trauma Surgery

Do you ever experience a heavy feeling in your abdomen when you bend,
or pain when you lift heavy objects? Have you noticed a lump that gets
bigger when you cough or strain, but vanishes when you lie down? It could

they can also take in min-
erals from the soil.”

Get practical advice
from the free LCU Lush
and Lean Workshops
held from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Thursday evenings in
the Roadrunner Room of
Thomas Branigan Memo-
rial Library, 200 E. Pica-
cho Ave. See the complete
list of speakers and Lush
and Lean dates at http://
www.las-cruces.org/1288/
Lush-Lean-Workshops.

You can reach Las Cruces
Utilities at 525-528-3500

from 8a.m. - 5 p.m. Mon-

day through Friday. Las
Cruces Utilities provides
services to approximately
100,000 Las Cruces resi-
dents and businesses.

!
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COURTESY PHOTO
No need to fear friendly garden helpers, like this mason bee.
Learn more about how to attract bees, hummingbirds and
butterflies to your garden at the free LCU Lush and Lean
Workshop on Thursday, March 19, at Thomas Branigan Memo-
rial Library.

Emergency Food & Shelter Program
Supplemental Appropriations for Humanitarian
Assistance Funding

AVAILABLE TODAY!

be a hernia. Join us at this free hernia seminar hosted by Dr. Renata Brodsky.

Learn about causes, symptoms, diagnosis and treatment of hernias, including
minimally invasive robotic-assisted surgery. What you learn could make a big
difference to your comfort and good health.

Hernia Seminar * March 18, 5:30PM
MountainView Regional Medical Center
4311 E. Lohman Ave.

Community Education Room

(575) 522-4940

Applications are DUE March 16, 2020

Visit for organization qualifications. [ ited @

QUESTIONS? Contact Amanda Morales at 575.524.7561 | Way
or email at impact@uwswnm.org Oelied oy ot

Southwest New Mexico

MOUNTAINVIEW MEDICAL GROUP
GENERAL SURGERY

MountainViewDocs.com | MountainViewRegional.com

 Like us on Facebook at @MountainViewMedicalGroupNM and @MountainViewRegional
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Rodriguez announces re-election bid

Dona Ana County
Treasurer Eric Rodriguez
has announced he is
seeking re-election.

“I am pleased to report
that I have met every
commitment that I made
to this community, but
there is still more that I
can improve,” Rodriguez
said. “That is why I'm
asking for your vote of
confidence once again”.

Rodriguez, a Democrat,
has served as county
treasurer since willing
election in 2016, and he
was chief deputy trea-
surer for a year prior.

Rodriguez said he has
enhanced the collection

efforts of
the office
by offer-
ing more
services
to tax-
payers,
including
electronic
billing, pre-payment op-
tions and convenient pay-
ment locations for rural
residents. During his
term, the office has seen
clean audits with im-
proved cash management
processes, he said.

In 2019, Rodriguez
reported a 70 percent
increase in investment
revenue due to changes

Eric Rodriguez

in investment strategy.
In December, the S&P
upgraded the county’s
credit rating from A- to
AA, a two-level increase
that is considered “un-
usual” by S&P standards.
“This two level upgrade
speaks volumes about
our cash management ef-
forts,” Rodriguez said.
During his term,
Rodriguez said he has
maintained a 99 percent
collection rate, ensuring
funding for local entities.
He said he has decreased
the amount of delinquent
properties turned over to

SEe RODRIGUEZ, PAGE 12
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Reynaud runs for Dist. 4 commission seat

Richard Reynaud has

announced his candidacy

for the Republican pri-
mary for District 4 on the
Dona Ana County Board
of Commissioners. His
announcement is as fol-
lows:

“I am a lifelong Las
Cruces resident, retired
White Sands Missile
Range worker, small
business owner and
registered engineer. I
attended Immaculate
Heart of Mary elemen-
tary school, Lynn Junior
High, Las Cruces High
and received my bach-
elor’s degree in mechani-
cal engineering from

New
Mexico
State Uni-
2 versity in
| 1983. My
il parents,
Raymond
Reynaud
Sr. and
Josefa Munoz Reynaud,
raised their seven chil-
dren in this community
to be hard working, fair
and independent.

“As a conservative,
I will bring firsthand
knowledge of economic
development in District
4, because my business
is involved in the permit-
ting of new construction

Richard Reynaud

projects (including infra-
structure) throughout
the entire county. I fully
supported the County
Commission in rejecting
the recent red-flag law. I
will investigate why our
county does not honor
ICE detainers, placing
law enforcement and
minority residents in
danger. I am an advocate
for law enforcement and
will continue to defend
the Border Patrol from
attacks by opportunistic
politicians.

“Dona Ana County
is facing an imminent

SEe REYNAUD, pAGe 12

HYGIA

PAIN INSTITUTE

Our mission is to enhance quality of life with innovative holistic care

by implementing the highest safety standards in pain care.

Pain conditions treated at HPI include but not limited to:
o Medical Management

« Opioid-Free Pain Management

» Platelet Rich Plasma
o Ketamine Therapy

o Neuropathic and Post Operative

« Phantom and Spinal Cord Injury
« Fibromyalgia/Chronic Widespread

o Back, Neck and Upper Extremity

Interventional pain techniques provided include by not limited to:
+ Myofascial/Trigger Point/joint Injections

« Radio-frequency Treatment

« Nerve Blocks: All Extremities and Joints

Contact us for more information

Phone# (575)-205-0280
3851 E. Lohman, Suite 4 « Las Cruces, NM 88011

www.hygiapain.com

« Cancer and Visceral

+ Interlaminar/Transformaminal Epidural/

Facet Injections
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INVITES YOU TO OUR
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let’s celebrate 45 years of great food at your
community owned natural foods co-op!

SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2020 9AM-7PM

* Save |5%* storewide

* Meet local growers and producers
* Enjoy free samples and free coffee
* Dig in to a very special hot bar

* Enter to win giveaways

* Join us in empowered ownership

the social-justice move-
ment is harmful; it is

threat to its economy irresponsible to teach

because of the statewide

Cd - minorities that they are
minimum-wage 1n- victims living in a world
crease. Local businesses  of racism in which they
cannot now compete cannot compete. T have
with El Paso due to

defended our local histo-
rians and Mesilla from
disrespectful attacks by
Las Cruces City council-
ors and will continue to

our too-high minimum
wage. I will advocate
for a fair-trade zone in
which the county could

compete on the same do so. “

economic footing as El Reynaud can be

Paso. reached at 575-312-0439.
“I believe that the

What's
that
smell?

MERCAPTAN: anon-toxic odorant compound having a
distinct and highly offensive smell.

Natural gas is odorless in its natural state. Which is why Zia Natural
Gas Company adds mercaptan to their natural gas. Mercaptan gives
natural gas that distinct “rotten egg” smell.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SMELL NATURAL GAS:

OUTDOORS: Natural gas is lighter than air and, in most outdoor
situations, dissipates quickly. If you are outdoors and believe you
have detected the smell of natural gas, leave the area and call Zia
Natural Gas Company and report the location where you detected the
smell.

INDOORS: Natural gas will rise to the highest point, usually the
ceiling, where it can accumulate, creating a potentially explosive
environment. If you are indoors and you believe you have detected the
smell of natural gas, leave the area immediately. Don’t light a match

or smoke. Don’t use phones or operate appliances or light switches.
Warn others to evacuate. Once you are outside and safely away from
the building, call Zia Natural Gas Company and report the situation. In
some instances, calling 911 may also be appropriate. Stay away from
the area until Zia Natural Gas Employees or First Responders advise it
is safe to return.

’“‘ New Mexico’s Natural Choice
575-526-4427 | 1-800-453-5546
3700 W. Picacho Ave ¢ Las Cruces

www.zngc.com

the state, retaining more
than $200,000 dollars for
the community in 2019
alone.

He said he has also im-
proved customer service.
“I often receive praise
about my staff, which
proves that we are meet-
ing our custome- service
commitment”.

Rodriguez is married to
Teresita Batres, together
they have two children,
Emma Luna, 5, and Emilio
Lorenzo, 2. “I am proud to
raise a family in this com-
munity, so it would be an
honor to continue serving
the people who make this
a great place to live,” he
said.

OBITUARIES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

and nephews Kris Loveless
(Erica) and Tyler Guss.

Gary grew up in Roswell,
NM. He graduated from
Roswell High School where
he played bass clarinet in
the band and met his wife,
Linda. He continued his
education at NMSU where
he received a degree in
electrical engineering. He
retired from El Paso Elec-
tric Company after work-
ing there for forty years.
After retirement, he and
his wife moved to Ancho,
NM where he was residing
prior to his death.

Gary’s hobbies included
building HO model railroad
layouts, shooting firearms
and reloading ammunition,
piloting small airplanes,
learning about military
history and identifying
military planes, ships,
tanks, and weaponry, and
photographing and devel-
oping film and making his
wife laugh every day.

Rest in peace. You will
be greatly missed!
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La Casa’s focus is on domestic violence

By MIKE COOK

Las Cruces Bulletin

If he could have a
conversation with her,
the director of Dona
Ana County’s domestic-
violence prevention
program would ask Gov.
Michelle Lujan Grisham
“to shift the focus” to
bring more attention and
more resources to the
issue of domestic vio-
lence in Las Cruces and
statewide.

“We’re not talking
about it at the state
level,” said Henry Bru-
tus, who became execu-
tive director of La Casa,
Inc. in March 2018. “It’s
not a priority. We’re wait-
ing until they (victims)
come to us.”

One example, Bru-

BULLETIN PHOTO BY MIKE COOK
La Casa, Inc. Executive Direc-
tor Henry Brutus

tus said, is the state’s
budget for La Casa and
the approximately 30
other domestic-violence
prevention programs

|

La Casa, Ine.

statewide. The New
Mexico Coalition Against
Domestic Violence
(NMCADV) requested

a $3.5 million funding
increase in state funding
for the programs, which
Lujan Grisham included
in her 2020 budget. But

2020 Census

Get Counted.

the Legislative Finance
Committee cut the in-
crease to $1.6 million,
said NMCADV Executive
Director Pam Wiseman.
Domestic violence pro-
grams currently receive
about $11 million in an-
nual funding, which in-

Data from the 2020 Census will determine the amount
of federal funding for infrastructure in our community.

We all Count!

)
| COUNT HM )

cludes a little more than
$1 million from the U.S.
Health and Human Ser-
vices Department, Wise-
man said.

NMCADV is a non-
profit created in 1979 and
based in Albuquerque
that “provides support
and assistance to domes-
tic violence programs
across the state,” ac-
cording to its mission
statement. It includes 31
domestic violence pro-
grams in the state plus
other interested organi-
zations, Wiseman said.

Domestic violence has
“really never gotten at-
tention” statewide, Wise-
man said. “People don’t
want to talk about it or
think about it.”

Law enforcement
agencies statewide re-

ported 19,234 incidents
of domestic violence in
2017, according the New
Mexico Department of
Health website.

Nearly 20,700 suspects
were named in those in-
cidents, along with more
than 21,000 victims, more
than 6,700 children were
at the scene, 41 percent of
the incidents involved in-
jury to the victim, 58 per-
cent involved a weapon,
27 percent involved alco-
hol and/or drugs and 38
percent resulted in a sus-
pect being arrested.

District courts state-
wide handled 1,956 cases
of domestic violence
2017, with 29 percent
resulting in convictions
and 54 percent being

SEEFOCUS, PAGE 14

CUnited States
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dismissed. Magistrate
courts handled almost
12,000 new domestic vio-
lence cases in 2017, with
eight percent resulting in
convictions and 79 per-
cent being dismissed.

Service providers
reported fielding more
than 13,000 calls to crisis
hotlines in 2017, served
nearly 6,500 adult victims
of domestic violence,
treated about 1,150 of-
fenders and served
nearly 2,800 children who
were victims of domestic
violence.

Brutus said Dofia Ana

BEHAVIORAL

HEALTH

in Dofla Ana County

County has the third
highest rate of domes-
tic violence per capita
among New Mexico’s 33
counties.

The NMDOH report
for 2017 included 1,257
cases filed with the Dofia
Ana County Sheriff’s
Office, 778 with the Las

Cruces Police Depart-
ment, 22 filed with the
New Mexico State Police
in Las Cruces, 55 with
the Anthony Police De-
partment and nine with
the Hatch Police Depart-
ment. The report said
nearly 2,000 domestic
violence crisis calls were
received in Dona Ana
County, 2013-17. Report-
ing in the county is prob-
ably low, he said, because
some victims don’t report
domestic violence when
the abuser is the family
breadwinner or if they
fear deportation.

La Casa’s shelter in
Las Cruces, which can
house up to 90 individu-
als and families, was 95

To qualify for appointment as a member
of the board, an applicant must be:

City of Las Cruces’

MOUNTAINS OF OPPORTUNITY

PUBLIC NOTICE - MEMBER SOUGHT FOR

THE LAS CRUCES UTILITIES BOARD

Qualified applicants are heing sought to fill a vacancy on the Board of
Commissioners for the City of Las Cruces (City] Utilities. The Utilities Board
provides strategic policy direction on City-owned natural gas, water,
wastewater, and solid waste utility systems.

The objectives and authority of the
Board include but are not limited to:

* Aregistered voter, and

prior to appointment.

The applicant cannot be:

+ An elected official,

+ Appointed to public office,

+ Acurrent City employee, or

+ Acontractor, consultant, or have a contractual
relationship with the City for the benefit of the
Las Cruces Utilities.

business, economics, engineering, and/or related
utility management.

+ Alas Cruces utilities customer for at least a year

Applicants must also have technical expertise in one
or more of the following fields: banking and finance,

Applications can be picked up at the City Clerk’s office inside City Hall at 700 N. Main St., or
accessed online at the City’s website: https://onboard.las-cruces.org/apply/. For more infor-
mation, contact the City Clerk’s Office at (575) 541-2115. The TTY number is (575) 541-2182.

+ Greater public access and participation in utility
issues,

+ Ensuring more independent oversight and
accountability for utility policy decisions,

+ Allowing for more time to focus on utility matters,

+ Less political influence in business-decision
making,

+ Developing long-range and strategic policy
recommendations to the City Council for the
Utilities Department,

* Reviewing and providing direction in the City's
new utility rate setting process and submitting
rate adjustment recommendations to the City
Council, and

+ Set water and wastewater impact fees in
compliance with the City Development Impact

Fee Ordinance. R
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percent full throughout
2019, Brutus said, and
has a waiting list. The
program’s available tran-
sitional housing is also at
capacity, he said.

Men are the abusers
in most domestic vio-
lence cases (71 percent
of victims statewide are
female), “but they are
absent from conversa-
tions” about it, Brutus
said. “Why are they not
involved in bringing solu-
tions?” he asked.

The impact of domes-
tic violence on children
also does not receive
the attention it should,
Brutus said. “They hear
everything,” he said, and
“are very sensitive to
how their parents are in-
teracting. They’re being
impacted as well.”

Poverty can also play
a significant role, espe-
cially if the abuser is the
sole source of a family’s
income. It usually takes

more than 10 instances of
domestic violence for the
victim to leave a relation-
ship, Brutus said.

The legal system also
needs to do more to help
the victims of domestic
violence, Brutus said.

La Casa’s program for
offenders shows that 80
percent were abused as
children or grew up in
a home where domestic
violence occurred, Bru-
tus said. Many abusers
were also the victims of
bullying. About 90 per-
cent of La Casa’s clients
— victims and offend-
ers — say they wish they
had known the program
existed when they were
children.

Because education
is a key component of
dealing with domestic
violence, Brutus said, La
Casa works with school
districts in Dona Ana
County to help children
learn about domestic vio-

HILLSBORO, NEW MEXICO

JMILLER@NMWEINC.COM

(675) 895-3306

Welcoming New Patients!
Nicole Oswalt Garcia, NP

Pediatrics

FAMILY CARE AND PEDIATRICS
2405 S Telshor Blvd.

575-532-1001

ALl
-

New Mexico Primary Care Group, P.C.

We accept Medicare, Medicaid, S
Tricare, Centennial Care and
most private insurances.

1-LV45095

lence and who they can
talk to about it, including
school nurses, counselors
and teachers.

Brutus said La Casa
has “an amazing relation-
ship with the Las Cruces
Police Department and
has found county Sheriff
Kim Stewart “very sup-
portive.”

The good news is that
more abusers — both men
and women - are seeking
services from La Casa,
Brutus said. And men
who are victims are also
beginning to come for-
ward. The La Casa, Inc.
shelter includes about a
half-dozen male victims,
he said.

La Casa, Inc. was
founded in 1981 and is the
largest domestic violence
shelter in New Mexico.
La Casa also has an office
in Anthony, New Mexico.

Brutus answers to
a 10-member board of
directors, and he super-
vises 45 full-time em-
ployees, four part-time
employees and “hun-
dreds of volunteers. He
said the annual client
base for La Casa, Inc., ex-
ceeds 1,000.

Guided by board Presi-
dent Susana Chaparro,
Vice President Terri
McBrayer and Treasurer
Edward Martinez, Brutus
said the other members
are Kellie Dinsmore,
Angelica Rigales, Robert
Sharpe, Annette Morales,
Marco Olvera, Alejandra
Rosales and Anna Ran-
som.

For more informa-
tion, contact Brutus at
575-526-2819 or hbrutus@
lacasainc.org. Visit www.
lacasainc.org and www.
nmcadv.org.

Bulletin Editor Jess Wil-
liams contributed to this
article.
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AARP THANKS NEW MEXICO’S LEADERS FOR
FIGHTING FOR CONSUMERS.

Too many people are struggling to make ends meet, while the big drug companies continue to rake in billions. That’s why
AARP thanks Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, State Senator Mary Kay Papen, State Representative Deborah Armstrong,
and legislators for protecting New Mexicans by passing and signing SB1. This law will allow for the importation of prescription
drugs from Canada and cut costs for hard-working New Mexicans. AARP strongly supports this important step towards
ending the anti-competitive practices of big drug companies and lowering prescription drug prices for everyone.

Thank you, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham, State Senator Mary Kay Papen, State Representative Deborah
Armstrong, and legislators for standing up for New Mexicans and putting an end to Rx price gouging.

Share your thanks: action.aarp.org/StopRxGreedNM

STO P . AARP Fiities

New Mexico

G R E E D Facebook.com/AARPNM
@AARPNM

CUT DRUG PRICES NOW™ aarp.org/NM

Paid For by AARP
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Competition rules the day as candidates file

By MIKE COOK

Las Cruces Bulletin

The New Mexico Secre-
tary of State’s office listed
54 candidates in 19 races
for 13 seats in the New
Mexico Legislature repre-
senting Dona Ana County
and six races for county
office. A total of 32 Demo-
crats, 21 Republicans and
one Libertarian filed for

local offices in the June 2
primary, with winners ad-
vancing to the Nov. 3 ballot.

Dona Ana County vot-
ers will also cast ballots in
races for the U.S. Senate
and New Mexico’s Second
Congressional District in
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

U.S. Congress

U.S. Senator: Incumbent

UNIQUE FOODS - QUALITY PRODUCTS

-;Zt

adCIN
A Eez e

R e — -

Detour to Toucan!

10 OFF

Purchase of $50 or more

Limit one coupon per visit per customer; not valid with any other offers or discounts. Expires December 31, 2020.

LOCAL PRODUCTS - GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE

PLU 7110

1701 #1 E. UNIVERSITY AVE. - 521.3003

WE UNDERSTAND CARE, WE PRACTICE COMPASSION.

Offering a Complete Continuum of Care!

Independent Living ® Senior Living * ShortStay Care
* LongTerm Care ° Specialized Alzheimer’s Care

* Rehabilitation Services ® Physician Services

:Es“:«j The Village at Northrise

“ % Genesis HealthCare®

2882 N. Roadrunner Parkway
Las Cruces, NM 88011-0853
Phone: 575-522-1110

Genesis CareLine (866) 745-CARE

www.genesishcc. com

Democrat Tom Udall is not
running for re-election.
Democrat (1): U.S. Rep.
Ben R. Lujan of Santa Fe;
Libertarian (1): Bob Walsh,
Santa Fe; Republican (4):
Elisa Maria Martinez,
Mark V. Ronchetti, Louis
Sanchez, all of Albuquer-
que; Gavin s. Clarkson,
Las Cruces; (Republican
2018 U.S. Senate candidate
Mick Rich dropped out of
the primary race March
10; Republican Richard T.
Montoya, Rio Rancho, was
listed as disqualified by the
New Mexico Secretary of
State’s office)

U.S. Representative,
District 2: Democrat (1):
Incumbent Xochitl Torres
Small, Las Cruces; Repub-
lican (3): 2018 U.S. repre-
sentative candidate Yvette
Herrell, Alamogordo;
Claire Chase, Roswell;
Chris Mathys, Las Cruces

State Senate

« District 31, located
entirely in Dona Ana
County (DAC); Democrat
(3): incumbent Joseph Cer-
vantes, Las Cruces; Melissa
Ontiveros, Las Cruces; Ar-
turo E. Terrazas, Sunland
Park; Republican (1): John
Thomas Roberts, Anthony

« District 34, located

mostly in Otero and Eddy
counties, with one precinct
in DAC; Democrat (1):
Darren Murray Kugler,
Cloudcroft; Republican (1):
incumbent Ron Griggs, Al-
amogordo

« District 35, which in-
cludes parts of Luna, Hi-
dalgo Sierra and Dona Ana
counties; Democrat (2):
incumbent John Arthur
Smith, Deming; Neomi O.
Martinez-Parra, Lords-
burg; Republican (1): Crys-
tal R. Diamond, Elephant
Butte

« District 36, located
entirely in DAC; Demo-
crat (1): incumbent Jeff
Steinborn; Republican (2):
Roger Martin Baker II,
Kimberly A. Skaggs, all of
Las Cruces

« District 37, located en-
tirely in DAC: Democrat
(1): incumbent Bill Soules;
Republican (1): David W.
Gallus, both of Las Cruces

« District 38, located en-
tirely in DAC: Democrat
(3): incumbent Mary Kay
Papen, Tracy Lynn Perry,
Carrie Hamblen; Republi-
can (1): Charles R. Wendler,
all of Las Cruces

State Representative
« District 33: located
entirely in DAC: Democrat

(1): incumbent Micaela
Lara Cadena; Republican
(1): Beth E. Miller, both of
Las Cruces

« District 34, located
entirely in DAC; Democrat
(2): incumbent Raymundo
“Ray” Lara, former state
Rep. Bealquin “Bill”
Gomez; Republican (1):
Dawn E. Ladd, all of La
Mesa

« District 35, located
entirely in DAC: Democrat
(1): incumbent Angelica
Rubio; Republican (1):
Richelle A. Ponder, both of
Las Cruces

« District 36, located
entirely in DAC; Democrat
(1): incumbent Nathan
Small; Republican (1):
Brandi L. Polanco, both of
Las Cruces

« District 37, located
entirely in DAC: Democrat
(1): incumbent Joanne
Ferrary; Republican (1):
Isabella Solis, both of Las
Cruces

« District 39, which
includes parts of Grant,
Sierra and Dona Ana
counties: Democrat (1):
incumbent Rodolpho S.
“Rudy” Martinez; Repub-
lican (1): Luis M. Terrazas,
both of Silver City

« District 52, located
entirely in DAC: Democrat

SAFEGAS

service
provided to
more than
100,000
residents and
businesses.

SAFEGAS CLEANWATER DEPENDABLEWASTEWATER RELIABLESOLID WASTE
Utilities Customer Service: 541-2111  hitp://www.las-cruces.org/en/departments/utilities

UTILITIES

i City of Las Gruces

(1): incumbent Doreen Y.
Gallegos; Republican (1):
John Foreman, both of Las
Cruces

« District 53, which
includes Dona Ana and
Otero counties: Democrat
(1): incumbent Willie D.
Madrid, Republican (1):
former state Rep. Ricky L.
Little, both of Chaparral

Third Judicial District
Attorney: (Incumbent
Democrat Mark D’Antonio
did not file for re-election)
Democrat (2): Gerald
Milton Byers, Davis Ruth-
erford Ruark, both of Las
Cruces; Republican: none

Dofia Ana County
Commission

« District 2: Democrat
(2): incumbent Ramon S.
Gonzales, Anthony Mayor
Diana Murillo-Trujillo,
both of Anthony; Republi-
can: none

« District 4 (incumbent
Republican Solis is run-
ning for state representa-
tive): Democrat (3): Debra
Ann Hathaway, Sam Brad-
ley, Irma Susana Chap-
arro; Libertarian (1): Buck
Bonner; Republican (3):
Jesus O. Oropeza, Stacie
Michelle Durham, Richard
J. Reynaud, all of Las Cru-
ces except Durham, who is
from Organ

« District 5: Democrat
(1): incumbent Manuel A/
Sanchez; Republican (1):
Robert Bruce Flora, both
of Las Cruces

County Clerk: Democrat
(2): incumbent Amanda
Lopez Askin, Andrew
J. Ostic; Republican (1):
Cheryl de Young, all of Las
Cruces

County Treasurer:
Democrat (2): incumbent
Eric L. Rodriguez, Eugenia
“Gina” Montoya Ortega;
Republican (1): Bernadette
A. Dorazio, all of Las Cru-
ces
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Maytield’s ‘moon buggy team ready to race

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

Six Mayfield High
School students will
travel to Huntsville,
Alabama, in April to
represent New Mexico
in the 26th annual
NASA Human Explora-
tion Rover Challenge,
perhaps better known
as the “Moonbuggy
Race.”

Mayfield will again
be the only New
Mexico high school
or college team in the
competition, which will
have more than 100
entries from the United
States and about 20
other countries.

Despite significant
budget and time dis-
advantages, Mayfield

teams have done ex-
tremely well in the
competition during
the past nine years,
said MHS teacher and
NASA rover sponsor
Doug Cometti. Mayfield
students have placed as
high as seventh (2018)
in the competition,
which includes some
high school and col-
lege teams with huge
budgets and entire
classes devoted to their
vehicles.

The competition
is April 17-18 on a
three-quarter mile
track at the U.S. Space
and Rocket Center in
Huntsville that simu-
lates the surface of the
moon, Cometti said,
adding that the track
including sand and

gravel pits, hills, boul-
ders and other hazards
designed to provide “an
authentic engineering
experience.”

“It’s physically de-
manding,” said May-
field Principal Eric
Fraass, who has trav-
eled to Alabama to join
Cometti and the NASA
Rover team for the
competition for each of
the past four years and
plans to go this year.

The rover, or moon-
buggy, is pedal-pow-
ered by two students
—one boy and one girl —
on each of the two days
of the competition. In
addition to maneuver-
ing across the challeng-
ing terrain, the team

SEE RACE, PAGE 19
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The Mayfield High School NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge team includes, left to
right, Mayfield teacher and team sponsor Doug Cometti, and students Hayden Menges, Blake
Myer, Dylan Cometti, Calvin Cox, Kaia Bundy and Caelee Jimerson. At far right is Mayfield
Principal Eric Fraass.
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£ COWBOYS FOR CANCER RESEARCH has grown from a small beginning into
the largest fundraising event of its type in the world. The generosity of
our contributors from across the country and throughout the world, has
allowed C4CR to reach a 2019 goal of raising one million dollars (cash and  Las Cruces, New Mexico
in-kind goods/services).

- We would like to list all the contributors by name, but with more than ONE THOUSAND donors, the type would have to be so small
you couldn't read it! Nonetheless, we know, and you know, who you are and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

- COWBOYS FOR CANCER RESEARCH supports:
. o The Alma Cohorn Memorial/Cowboys for Cancer Research Endowment at the University of
New Mexico Comprehensive Cancer Research & Treatment Center (UNMCCC)
o The Cowboys for Cancer Research Endowed Fund at New Mexico State University

 Two Elsie P. Barry Memorial/Cowboys for Cancer Research Endowed Professorships for Cancer
Research at the UNMCCC

COWBOYS FOR CANCER RESEARCH continues working to find a cure for a terrible disease  ¥:
that affects so many. ) f:
THANK YOU to ALL the DONORS and VOLUNTEERS for your support and making the
$1,000,000 goal a reality!

ok
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must complete tasks
like picking up water
and soil samples, plant-
ing a flag and deploying
a solar device, Cometti
said. This year’s tasks
will also include taking
photographs with dif-
ferent filters, according
to the NASA website.

The entire race must
be completed in fewer
than eight minutes,
and that includes as-
sembling the 250-pound
rover, which must fit
into a five-foot by five-
foot cube.

The rover is made
largely by hand. In
a major rule change
this year, NASA will
no longer allow pneu-
matic tires or other
commercially pur-
chased wheels in the
race. That means the
MHS team can buy the
central hubs but must
make its own spokes
and treads.

The finished product
will feature Mayfield’s
green and gold colors,
Cometti said. Team
member Kaia Bundy,

a sophomore, is the
team’s “head bedaz-
zler.”

Each pedal on the
rover costs $750, which
includes two gears,
Cometti said. Some
other teams in the com-
petition will have up to
14 gears, he said.

“It’s really fun,” team
member Dylan Com-
etti, Doug’s son, and a
Mayfield sophomore
said about the race. “I
like building stuff,” he
said. This year’s rover
must be at least 51 per-
cent redesigned from
last year to compete,
and Dylan said he is

looking forward to a
complete redesign of
the vehicle for the 2021
competition.

Calvin Cox, also a
sophomore, said he
looks forward to get-
ting to meet and in-
teract with aerospace
engineers during the
competition, because
that’s the field he
wants to pursue as a
professional career.

All six team members
are “pretty fit,” Dylan
said, and that’s an es-
sential part of being a
team member because
of the arduous nature
of the course and he
physical stamina it de-
mands.

Dylan, Calvin, Kaia
and fellow rover
team members junior
Hayden Menges, senior
Blake Myer and sopho-
more Caelee Jimerson
participate in every-
thing from ballet and
volleyball to track and
field and football, and
that helps keep them in
shape.

The team has taken
the rover around the
school, looking for
“obstacles” to practice
their racing skills.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.nasa.
gov/stem/roverchal-
lenge/competition/
index.html.

Donate to the
Mayfield NASA Rover
team

Cometti said May-
field competes in the
rover challenge on a
shoestring budget. if
you want to make a
donation to help pay
for the students’ travel
to Alabama and their
lodging, contact Com-
etti at jcometti@lcps.
net.
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Don’t Let Pain or Injury
Dampen Your Creative Spirit

We often don't consider the long-term
impact that practicing the fine arts can
have on the body. Yet dancers,
musicians, visual artists and even
performing artists are not immune to
experiencing pain and injury related to
their crafts.

Artists of all types express
themselves in ways that require
various levels of strength, flexibility,
balance, precision and dexterity. Over
time, this can have a real impact on
their bodies, issues that may manifest
as discomfort, pain, injury and
movement limitations.”

With the most potential for stress on
their bodies, dancers, of course, may
experience some of the same types
of injuries as jumping athletes. But,
artists who practice other
lower-impact crafts are not immune to
the long-term stress of practicing,
creating and performing. Musicians,
for example, often have to train their
bodies to bend, reach and grip in
incredibly tense and precise ways for
long periods of time. Even visual
artists may find themselves bent
tightly over a piece of art over long
periods, which can lead to a number
of potential musculoskeletal
disorders.”

The following are some common
issues that can develop within
various populations of artists:

Dancers: Along with the potential for
acute injuries, dancers of all types are
prone to overuse injuries in the hips,
knees, ankles and feet. Injuries like
hip impingement, tendonitis in the hip
flexor or Achilles tendon, runner’s
knee (patello-femoral pain syndrome),
stress fractures, and even the
development of arthritis are common
in dancers.

Musicians: Those who play string,
percussion or wind instruments can,
over the long term, also develop
overuse and repetitive strain injuries
(RSls).

RSls are in pain the muscles, nerves
and tendons caused by repetitive
movements. Conditions such as
tendonitis, bursitis, carpal tunnel
syndrome and thoracic outlet
syndrome can be painful. They can
also affect a musician’s strength,
endurance, and ability to properly grip
their instrument.

Visual Artists: Visual artists such as
painters and sculptors are also not
immune to RSIs and overuse injuries
(i.e., tendinitis, carpal tunnel, etc.). The
focus and precision that goes into
artists’ efforts can cause them to work
for long periods of time without a break
— sometimes in awkward positions —
adding tension and strain to the body.

Performing Arts: Covering a broad
spectrum of people, from actors to
stage and lighting designers, injury
trends in the performing arts are more
difficult to track. However, excelling in
this field requires mental and physical
endurance. Performing artists often
work and practice long hours while
wearing multiple hats, often crossing
into other elements of fine arts such as
dancing, music and visual arts.

The need to perform artistically is so
strong in some people, it can seem to
rival their need to breathe. So, when
pain, weakness or discomfort starts to
affect your work, it’s important to get in
to see a physical therapist early for an
assessment. Physical therapists can
also identify the potential for painful
conditions before they occur, providing
clients with exercises and treatments
for strengthening their bodies to avoid
injury.

If you're wondering if there’s anything
that Physical Therapy can do to help
you, especially if pain gets in the way
of your creative juices, give us a call at
575-525-2450 and schedule a
Discovery Visit. This is a free, 30
minute session with a Physical
lherapist to learn if we can help|

Dennis Prickett

Physical Therapist

and co-owner of

Atrium Physical Therapy.

COMING UP

By JESS WILLIAMS S. Telshor Blvd. Info:
Las Cruces Bulletin crm2144@bn.com.
7 p.m. Friday, March 13:
YA Book Club featuring
FRIDAY, MARCH13 .\ G504 Girl’s Guide to
American Legion fundraiser: Murder.”
8am.to4pm, qoe Que-. 11 a.m. Saturday, March
senberry Amerlcap Legion 14: Story time and activi-
Hall, 1185 E. Madrid Ave. ties featuring Pete the Cat:
$7 per person. Info: 575-649- The Great Leprechaun.
6971. 11:30 a.m. Sunday,
March 15: Baby and Me

Kiwanis Club Lenten fish fry:
4-7 p.m., , Good Samaritan
Village Social Center, 3011
Buena Vida Circle. $10 per
person. Tickets and info:
Kiwanis-lascruces.org.

story time featuring “My
FirstI See You: A Mirror
Book.”

11 a.m. Saturday, March
21: Story time and activi-
ties featuring Pig the Tour-

ist.
Barnes & Noble events:
. 11:30 a.m., Sunday,
Mesilla Valley Mall, 700 March 22: Baby and Me

story time featuring The
Very Hungry Caterpillar.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14

Bataan Death March regis-
tration deadline: Visit www.
BataanMarch.com to
register in advance of the
March 15 event.

La Mancha Wetland
clean-up: 8 a.m. to noon,
From Picacho Avenue
or Calle del Norte, take
Fairacres Road to Aries
Ave. Go south under I-10
to the end of Aries. Bring
water, gloves, sun protec-
tion, work clothes/shoes,

SEECOMING UP, PAGE 21

New Mexico Water &
Electrlc

The use of solar energy to either offset standard utility costs or to move entirely away from the established power grid continues to be
an ever-improving option for many home and business owners in Southern New Mexico.

While the basics of most solar energy systems are somewhat easy to compi , assuring the of an appropriate array
designed to meet specific customer needs can be difficult and costly, especially with a growing number of variously qualified service
providers now vying to install systems before the 2022 sunset of a 26-percent federal tax rebate offer.

Southern New Mexico-based owners and licensed contractors with New Mexico Water & Electric are not only fully qualified and
experienced with the installation of all types of solar energy systems, they are fully versed in both the benefits and often misleading
information relating to the current federal rebate program and other available support for consumers.

With the federal tax rebate program set to end in less than two years, solar energy service firms from outside the community and state
are now flocking to Southern New Mexico to provide solar energy options, which ostensibly will allow local home and business owners
to take advantage of the available cost returns. Officials with New Mexico Water & Electric want all of those considering this
opportunity to understand that the federal program does not apply to everyone. The current rebate offer applies only to “taxable
income,” which means many retired citizens and those living on fixed income will not qualify.

New Mexico Water & Electric also wants local consumers to recognize that without the installation of considerable back-up
components most residential/small commercial solar energy systems will still be reliant upon connections to the local power grid, and
therefore could be wholly ineffective if and when the power grid fails or is otherwise taken off-line.

In addition to this concern, New Mexico Water & Electric reminds potential customers how the installation of most residential systems
willinvolve considerable roof-work and the drilling of possibly hundreds of holes into the roofing surface. This factor makes it critical to
assure the installation process is not only professionally executed, but also raises questions about how non-local firms might respond,
or not respond when eventual roofing repairs or replacement becomes necessary.

Average costs associated with the installation of residential solar energy systems presently hover at or above $20,000+, leading many
consumers to consider package deals and enticing financing options being forwarded by the increasing number of service providers.
Assuring the viability of such deals and options, as well as securing connections for followup repairs, maintenance assistance and
other services are therefore vital, for customers to both justify and feel good about such an investment.

Having hands-on experience with the installation of all available types of solar arrays and integrated components, throughout
Southern New Mexico, NMWE's contractors are eager to help area residents secure the most effective solution for every possible need
or concern

Whether you may be looking to supplement power for your home or business, or if you're looking to install a system to be completely
independent of the power grid, New Mexico Water & Electric is fully qualified and prepared to help you realize your goals. In addition
to quality installation and service capabilities, NMWE's staff stand ready to assist New Mexico residents in making the best decisions
possible for their energy future.

Aside from solar energy concerns, New Mexico Water & Electric’s licensed contractors are further prepared to assist customers with
the development of water wells, water purification systems, as well as with all other types of electrical services.

CAVEAT EMPTOR

New Mexico Water & Electric
(NM License No. 394531) is based
in Hillsboro, New Mexico, with
offices located at 10849 Highway
152. Further information about
how they might help you achieve
your solar energy goals, is
available by phoning

(575) 895-3306, or by connecting
online through the firm’'s website
at www.nmweinc.com.
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yard tools. Registration
and info: 575-522-5552 or
emma@wildmesquite.org.

National Active and Retired
Federal Employees: 8:30 a.m.,
Hilton Garden Inn, Esper-
anza Room, 2550 Don Roser
Dr. Presentation by Mar-
garet Neill on programs of-
fered at Thomas Branigan
Memorial Library. Reser-
vations required by March
10. Cash breakfast buffet.
Reservations and info: 575-
382-7686.

Spring book sale: 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., Thomas Branigan
Memorial Library, 200 E.
Picacho Ave. Books start at
50 cents each. Sponsored
by Friends of the Branigan
Library. Info: bonpolo@
comcast.net.

Read Across America:
noon-2 p.m., Frank
O’Brien Papen Commu-
nity Center, 304 Bell Ave.
City of Las Cruces and
The Children’s Reading
Alliance event featuring
guest readers, literacy-
based activities, free food
and book giveaways. Free.
Info: 575-527-5946.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15

St. Patrick’s Day lunch: 11
a.m. to 2 p.m., University
United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall, 2000 S. Lo-
cust St. Traditional corned
beef and cabbage meal. $25
for two advance tickets. $15
at the door. Corned beef
carry-out for $6 per pound.
Info: 575-522-8220.

Sierra Vista Trail field trip: 9
a.m., gather for carpooling
at First National 1870, 2535
S. Telshor Blvd. Liability
waiver required. Children
must be accompanied by
adults. Bring water, food,
walking shoes and hat.
Three-mile hike. Info: 575-

Voter registration train-
ing: 5:30-7:30 p.m., Dona
Ana County Government
Center, 845 N. Motel Blvd.
Free. Limited seating. Info:
575-525-6164.

Conceptual design public
input meeting: 6 p.m., City
Hall, 700 N. Main St. Pub-
lic input regarding the
10-acre East Mesa Public
Recreation Complex. Info:
575-528-3333.

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 18

Las Cruces AARP meeting:
2 p.m., Senior Amigos, 3948
E. Lohman Ave. Presenta-
tion on senior advocacy
by FBI representative
Roberta Lujan. Free. Info: