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ell towers, G, are spreading the

coronavirus; Dr. Anthony Fauci

sent the virus to China in 2015;
Medicare is incentivizing hospitals to
lie on admittance and death of patients
giving out $39,000 for each death; mira-
cle cure gets rid of COVID-19; Bill Gates
did it; vaccinations are designed so gov-
ernments can depopulate the world,
Schweppes tonic water prevents the
virus; COVID-19 is a bioweapon devel-
oped by China; more; more; and more.

Why write about this?

There is the chance that some of
you reading this will jump on the band-
wagon, saying, “Oh sure, that sounds
reasonable.” I am just asking that you
investigate before jumping on. Look at
sources that are NOT in your social me-
dia streams but search elsewhere.

The problem is the current ability of
misinformation to spread like , a yes, vi-
rus. Social media algorithms look at what
the reader is exploring and suggest more
of the same, so if you look up the 5G con-
spiracy, you will find it, and a thousand
more reinforcing videos and posts to
support it. Finally, you might think, “Well
so many people talk, write, video and
post about this, it must be true.”

It is not.

To make things worse, when celebri-
ties start to chime in, people believe
them even more. Just because someone
famous says something, doesn’t mean it
is true. Actor Woody Harrelson and UK
personality Eamonn Holmes chimed in
on the 5G theory, and people went crazy.
This theory got so far out of control that
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The Infodemic

Conspiracies, misinformation, nonsense

5G towers in the UK have been set on fire
and broadband engineers threatened.

Then there’s the idea that secret mes-
sages about 5G and coronavirus are hid-
den in the design of the new 20-pound
note in the UK. To quote an article from
theconversation.com, “In reality, 5G re-
lates to viruses and bank notes as much
as the tooth fairy relates to zoology —
not at all.”

There are some especially frightening
ideas out there promoting dangerous
and disgusting thoughts which have
been around for a while but are being
adapted to the pandemic situation. QA-
non is a complex political conspiracy
theory group that easily adapts to sev-
eral of the COVID-19 misinformation
flows. For example, QAnon promotes
the use of Miracle Mineral Solution
(MMS) which in the past has been tout-
ed as a cure for everything from autism
to cancer and HIV/AIDS. Now, MMS
reportedly can cure COVID-19. What
is this miracle cure? Um, it’s chlorine
dioxide, also known as bleach. What
can happen if you take it in amounts as
small as 1 gram? Results could be nau-
sea, vomiting, shedding of the mucous
membranes in small and large intestines
and hemolysis.

Please, don’t drink bleach.

It is our nature, as human beings, to
look for answers to make sense of the
world. We are organized and logical and
unwilling sometimes to believe in the
randomness of the universe. This some-
times means that any coincidence can
be interpreted a as conspiracy of some

kind. Like the fact that Bill Gates gave
a TED talk in 2015 warning of a possi-
ble staggering death toll in the case of a
worldwide pandemic, then participated
in a 2019 exercise hosted by the Johns
Hopkins Center for Health Security fo-
cusing on emergency preparedness in
the case of a severe pandemic. Sudden-
ly Gates becomes the leader of a con-
spiracy to vaccinate for COVID-19 and
introduce a worldwide digital ID into
everyone in the world (an idea backed
by, yup, QAnon).

Oh and, yes, garlic is good for you
and hot baths are nice, but they don'’t
prevent this virus. Drinking water is
essential but won't “flush” out any vi-
rus that enters you however much you
drink. The sun won'’t kill the virus and
ice cream won't encourage it. You can-
not buy a test kit that you can test your-
self with. And, holding your breath for
10 seconds without coughing means
only that you can hold your breath for
10 seconds without coughing, not that
you don’t have the virus.

Elva K. Osterreich is editor of Desert
Exposure and would love to meet
with you in Silver
City or whatever New
Mexico town you live
wn. Please give her

a call or drop her a
line and she will be
glad to arrange a
day to meet up. Reach her at editor@
desertexposure.com or by cell phone
at 575-443-4408.

LETTERS

‘A 7e would like to hear from you, so
please don't hesitate to share your
thoughts.

We welcome letters to the editor including
your opinions and feedback regarding news,
events and issues published here. Traditional
letters to the editor offer an opportunity to
start a new discussion, share your opinions
or provide information you believe is of in-
terest to other readers.

Desert Exposure reserves the right to re-
view, edit or refuse letters to the editor. In-
clude your full name, city, state and phone
number. Only your name and city will appear
in print, but we need to be able to verify the
author.

The views and opinions expressed in let-
ters to the editor published by Desert Ex-
posure do not necessarily reflect those of
Desert Exposure or its advertisers. It is the
responsibility of the reader to research facts/
opinions expressed in the letters to the ed-
itor to form their own opinions from an in-
formed position.

POSTCARDS FROM THE EDGE

Self-quarantine? Hanging out with your Desert
Exposure? Please send us a “postcard” of you
and your Desert Exposure, in your garden, in
your lovely home, with your family and/or pets,
on a hike or wherever you are ensconced at
the moment. Share, do the selfie thing, and
send it to editor @ desertexposure.com or stick
it in the mail to: Desert Exposure, 1740-A Calle
de Mercado, Las Cruces, NM 88005.

Main Office:

120 E. 11th St., Silver City, NM
Toll-Free (866) 538-0404
Office: (575) 538-0404
www.bettersilvercity.com
karen@bettersilvercity.com

Better

REAL ESTATE

o Homes

and Gardens.

Patrick Conlin, Broker

2991 Highway 35, Mimbres, NM

SILVER CITY

www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com
robin@bettersilvercity.com

Mimbres Office:

Toll-Free (866) 538-0404
Office: (575) 574-8798
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This once flourishing mechanics

Nice lot with views of the Black
Range, Cookes and Hendricks
Peaks. 3/4 acre with water and
electric available. Abundant trees
and wildlife. For flying enthusi-
asts, build your home here and

sides of property if you want more
acreage. Site built or true modular
homes only with 1300 sf minimum.
Motivated seller!
MLS # 36942 $19,000

Great country living in this 3
bedroom 2 bath home on 5
+/- acres with large metal shop.
Enjoy the long range views and
privacy this property has to offer.
This property being sold “as is".
MLS # 37098 $160,000

purchase a hangar lot on runway or
taxiway for private airstrip NM 069.
Additional parcels available on both

20+ acres of rural land ready for
your site-built home. Proper-
ty borders BLM land for lots of
privacy! Electric and phone are to
property lines. Nice views of the
Pyramid Mountains with wide open
space to relax and enjoy life in New
Mexico! MLS # 37046 $25,000

Lake Roberts Motel owners
have continuously remodeled
since purchase, which had a
major overhaul in 2012 on
almost every inch of the original
structures. There are 6 “cabin
style suites” that are more than
adorable, the rooms are spotless,
decorated with love in a southwest-
ern theme. This place is becoming
not just a place to stay, but a
destination to repeat customers.
There is also a cabin rental in addi-
tion to owners retreat and store. A
“Woodhenge" fire pit area is
equipped with roasting forks, a
cooking grate, and a generous
supply of firewood, topped off with
Tiki torches surrounding the pit to
create a special ambiance.
MLS # 37199 $499,900

Spectacular is now affordable.
Only 6 minutes to town, this land
offers some of the most amazing
views around: Kneeling Nun, Cook’s
Peak and even Mexico. Fantastic
southern exposure would be perfect
for something solar. Driveway is
in, building pad has been cleared,
electric is to the property and there
are proven wells in the area. Site
-built or manufactured housing. Did
| mention views?
MLS # 36748 $39,500

This home fits all the criteria for
comfortable southwest ranch
style living. Bring the animals
and enjoy this fantastic 3 bedroom
2.5 bath home on over 46 5 wire/
fenced acres just 10 -15 minutes
from Walmart or Tractor Supply.
This property comes complete with
a horse barn with tack room and 4
stalls, an seperate open tractor
/equipment barn and an enclosed
metal garage with plenty of electric
to double as a workshop.

MLS # 37125 $499,000

acreage close in to town! | have
records that there is a well on the
property as well as an old septic.
There is an older single-wide as
well as an older travel trailer on the
property. Take a look!
MLS # 36429 $50,000

HOME WITH A VIEW - STORAGE
FOR “TOYS” - 8+ ACRES - and
just minutes from downtown.
Home has been remodeled and ex-
panded. Stucco exterior and a metal
roof make it very low maintenance.
The living room has a huge picture
window overlooking Silver City.
Spacious kitchen has a breakfast
bar. Master bedroom has 2
bathrooms and a closet with cedar
insert. Back yard has raised beds
for some great gardening and a
few fruit trees. Extra large garage
has 3 single bays and 1 double bay
with an access pit to one of the
bays, plus a closed in RV storage.
Garage is plumbed for a bathroom.
Additional two storage buildings on
the property. Great 360 degree
views. MLS # 37206 $258,000

OWN A PIECE OF OLD WEST
HISTORY! Located in historic
Georgetown. Billy the Kid hid out in
this area. 20.261 acres with mineral
rights. Gila Nat'l Forest boundary
on two sides. Quiet and secluded.
Gorgeous views and nice rock out
croppings. Juniper, pinon and man-
zanita trees. Close to Bear Canyon
Lake and short drive to Lake
Roberts and the Cliff Dwellings.
MLS # 37171 $65,000

A great price on this 41+ acre
parcel located south of Silver
City. Some mature oak and great
grassland give this property that
western range feel. There are
limited restrictions that allow for
double wide manufactured home or
site built. The power line traverses
through the property in a north
south direction. There is enough
elevation change to pick a building
spot in the oaks or lower without
trees. MLS # 36787 $105,000

shop is available with plenty of
off street parking in front and in
back. Huge double
bay area and a couple office up
front. This would also make a great
place to develop into storage units.
MLS # 37086 $68,000

: ST LA
Very charming 2 bedroom, two
bath country cabin on 15+ acres,
solid construction and open
concept floor plan. Passive solar
with strategic windows placement
to take full advantage of the South-
west New Mexico sunshine. Wood
stove and in floor radiant heat
make this a cozy home throughout
the winter. The attached Trex deck is
perched above Tularosa River and
allows for some spectacular canyon
views. Master suite has an attached
sunroom to allowing for some
massive solar gain. Detached
garage and shop allow for plenty of
storage and shop space. Detached
1 car carport. Just 10 minutes from
Reserve. Expect a couple creek
crossings getting in and out as you
also cross the San Francisco River as
you head in and out of the canyon.
MLS # 37151 $325,000
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“We be Searchin” by Victo-
ria Chick reflects her continued
goal to express aspects of the
human condition. The chair in
this painting is familiar territo-
ry. The cats, like some of us, are
searching for something, but
really prefer to stay within safe
boundaries. They look beyond
familiar territory but don’t want
to jump off into it. Chick estab-
lished her painting studio near
Silver City after a 40 year art ca-
reer as studio artist, registered
art therapist, and a combined fif-
teen years as adjunct instructor
at the University of San Diego
and Palomar College in Califor-
nia teaching life drawing, paint-

BEEZWAX

DAD, WHAT GOOD
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TM & © 2020 John Martin

WHAT CAN ¢oU DO
WITH IT?

1740-A Calle de Mercado
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-8061
www.desertexposure.com

Desert Exposure is published
monthly and distributed free of
charge at choice establishments
throughout southern New Mexico.
Mail subscriptions are $54 plus tax
for 12 issues. Single copies by mail
$5. All contents © 2020 OPC News,
LLC. All rights reserved. No portion
of this publication may be reproduced
without written permission.

All rights to material by outside
contributors revert to the author.
Views expressed in articles,
advertisements,  graphics  and/or
photos appearing in Desert Exposure
do not necessarily reflect the views of
the editors or advertisers.

Desert Exposure is not responsible
for unsolicited submissions of articles
or artwork. Submissions by mail must
include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope for reply or return. It will
be assumed that all submissions,
including email letters, are intended
for publication. All submissions,
including letters to the editor, may be
edited for length, style and content.

ing, and art history. She is one
of the many artists in the Arts
Scene section of this edition,
providing a virtual gallery where
many area artists can be found.

By John Martin

UHH.. HAKE A PHONE
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beezwaxcomic.wixsite.com/beezwax

IT SATS HERE, BACK IN
1922 A FARMER'S Cow
SLIPPED AND ROLLED
DOWN A HILL!

TM & © 2020 John Martin

By John Martin

V/;\ND THAT!'S HOW
MILKSHAKES

WERE
INVENTED!

.com/beezwax

beezwaxcomic.wi

EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF LAS CRUCES AT PECAN GRILL & BREWERY

Five different ambiances
under one roof!

Complete with two full bars, serving award
winning beers, steaks, seafood, pasta and
vegetarian dishes. Pecan Grill & Brewery is
one of the best places to eat.

Plus live music on

575-521-1099 500 S. Telshor Blvd.

weekends.

Las Cruces, NM 88011 pecangrill.com PEEIIRIA:04
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A Tale of Two Tortoises

the house where I grew up.
Across the street is the
elementary school where I got
into all kinds of shenanigans as
a kid. I wouldn’t say my friends
and I were troublemakers, but
if there was trouble, we were
usually around. Sadly, there’s a
chain-link fence surrounding the
school now, so the playground is
inaccessible.
“Inaccessible,” my granddaugh-

Itook my granddaughter to see

ter repeated. “What'’s that?”

“That means we can’t get to it.”

“Aw,” she groaned.

I pointed out where mint bush-
es used to grow. My friends and
I would sit on the grass, chew
the leaves, and lie to each other.
They’re no longer there. Nor are
the bushes that grew little pods
that popped open when you'd
wet them. I never knew what
they were and still don’t. Also
missing were bushes that grew

red berries.

“If you eat them, you’ll die,”
we warned each other. “They’re
poison.”

“Are they really poison?” my
granddaughter asked when I
gave her the same dire warning.

“Idon’t know,” I said, “but why
take a chance?”

Flying around some flow-
ers were what looked like blue
bees sniffing after pollen. Maybe
someone can tell me what they

Serving Southern New Mexico for over 40 years!

Call TODAY for FREE SERVICES!

TOTS

Early Intervention

We’re OPEN and
ready to assist
your family!

During this unprecedented times, our agency is still
open for you and your family via Telehealth.
Please call one of our offices listed
below to schedule an evaluation.

Continue to stay in touch with us on
Facebook & Instagram! We have games,
activities, & prizes weekly! And if you or someone
you know are in need of services, resources,
or support call us TODAY!

Stay safe and Thank you!

A

EDITOR
Elva K. Osterreich
575-680-1978
Cell: 575-443-4408

panmes Las Cruces, NM Anthony, NM TORC
LS (575) 527.4900 (575) 882.2744 (575) 288.1402
www. TOTSnm.org
.

DISTRIBUTION

Teresa Tolonen
575-680-1841
teresa@Ilascrucesbulletin.com

editor@desertexposure.com
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were, since I've never before
seen a blue bee in my life.

“Will they sting me?” my
granddaughter asked, peeking
her head from behind me.

“If you leave them alone,
they’ll leave you alone,” I as-
sured her, but I wasn’t really
sure, so I led her away from
those flowers to an irrigation
hole I used to yell into. The echo
sounded like some kind of mon-
ster calling back to me.

“HEY!” I yelled, so my grand-
daughter could hear.

“Hey!” the echo called back.

“Is that the monster?” my
granddaughter squeaked, her
eyes wide.

“Yes,” I told her, but I must
admit it sounded scarier when I
was younger.

Driving home, I noticed a statue
of a tortoise in the yard of a corner
house. Only it was moving.

Holy smokes!

That statue was ALIVE.

The tortoise, leisurely stroll-
ing its domain, was about the
size of a small dog crate.

I stopped my truck.

“Look at THAT,” I told my
granddaughter.

“What?”

“It’s a giant tortoise.”

“Where?” she said, squirming
in her car seat to get a look.

“There!”

“Let’s get down!
down!” she squealed.

They say my granddaughter
has me wrapped around her lit-
tle finger. I deny it, of course, but
it’s true. She has me doing things
and meeting people I wouldn’t
normally meet or do.

I put my truck into park, and
we got out. I love putting her
in her car seat and helping her
out. It just feels like a very lov-
ing thing for me to do. It was
the same when I used to change
her diapers as a baby. Doing the
things she can’t do for herself.

We walked up to the chain
link fence. The tortoise was
lumbering alongside it. As my
granddaughter reached through
to touch its shell, a big friendly

Let’s get

‘

dog quickly ran up to be petted. I
pulled her back because I like my
granddaughter having a hand.
The owner of the house was out-
side and came over to where we
stood. He was friendly and invit-
ed us in for a closer look.

I was about to politely decline
when my granddaughter said,
“You bet!” and ran to the front
gate. I always tell her to be care-
ful with strangers, but what kid
really listens? I remember walk-
ing down the street when I was
about 10, and a man with a cry-
ing boy in the seat next to him
drove up beside me.

“Hey, kid!” he said. “Do you
want some comic books?”

“You bet!” I said.

I LOVED comic books.

Still do.

The man got out of his car and
pulled out a box that was almost
too heavy for me to carry.

“My son’s being punished,” he
explained as he handed me the box.

“Thanks,” I said, waving to the
crying boy.

I didn’t care what the expla-
nation was and quickly headed
home. What a great collection
that kid had. DC’s “Plastic Man,”
“Elongated Man,” “Metal Men,”
“Deadman,” “Metamorpho.”

“Where did you get those?”
my father wanted to know, and I
made the mistake of telling him.

After warming my hiney, he
made me throw that box of com-
ics in the trash. That boy who
was crying in the car? His tears
had long stopped, but mine were
just beginning.

“If you EVER do that again,”
my father warned me.

“Grandpa!” my granddaughter
called, impatiently.

I joined her at the gate. He
was a neighbor, after all, but I
guess even Jeffrey Dahmer was
a neighbor to somebody.

The man’s name was Juan.

“But my friend’s call me Chi-
no,” he said.

As it turned out, Chino had
two tortoises — a male and a fe-

TORTOISES
continued on page 5
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Learning to do Good

Getting on the same page, always

friend taught me a new
phrase in Spanish. It goes
ike this: “Haz el bien sin

mirar a quien.”

It roughly translates to, “do
good without seeing who is ben-
efitting.” I love it, and I've been
seeing a lot of that in practice
lately.

I saw it when a friend named
Sarita posted on her Facebook
account that she would make

free face masks for anyone who
needed them in the community.
Hundreds of requests later, she’s
busy cutting and sewing, send-
ing them out across our region,
and trying to meet a desperate
and unexpected need.

Sarita doesn’t know whose
faces will end up under her
masks. She is practicing “Haz el
bien sin mirar a quien.”

I saw it when a community

TORTOISES
continued from page 4

male — and two dogs, Duchess
and Coco.

“Do you want to ride the tor-
toise?” he asked her.

She was on that poor reptile be-
fore he even finished the sentence.

“Don’t worry,” Chino told me.
“That tortoise is strong.”

And it was true. The tortoise
didn’t even seem to notice she
was on his back. He carried her
all over that yard. The female
tortoise was relaxing nearby,
leaving her mate in charge of
hospitality.

While my granddaughter was

having a good time, I got caught
up on how the neighborhood has
changed. The elementary school
I went to was empty now, not be-
ing used for anything but storage.
My friends, all grown. Some re-
tired, some dead. Sports. Politics.
Chino was easy to talk to. It was
like I knew him my whole life.

“Can I come back?” my grand-
daughter asked him when it was
time to leave.

“You bet,” he said.

Free tortoise rides at
JimDuchene.BlogSpot.com,
RazsingMyFather. BlogSpot.
com and @JimDuchene.

575-434-5289 575-525-2640

Se
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member starting a Facebook
group for anyone to post the
needs of individuals or families.
People quickly joined and an-
swered the call. Within 24 hours,
toilet paper and food were being
delivered to strangers’ homes.
People were doing good without
knowing who was benefitting.

I saw it when a local com-
munications company quickly
created free Wi-Fi spot areas

throughout a four-county area.
There was a need to give others
Internet access for homework
or to do business. The company
employees will never know who
ended up using their service in
this time of need. They decided
that an important necessity of
the community should be solved.

The stories go on and on. At
the moment, regular people and
big corporations are on the same
page on this notion: “Haz el bien
sin mirar a quien.”

When times get tough, we are
reminded of ideals taught to us
by our ancestors, who, for the
most part, had it tougher than
we did. The sacrifice which fell

upon them through job losses,
food rationing or the call to war,
created sayings, or dichos, such
as: “Haz el bien sin mirar a quien.”

It’s a saying that invokes self-
lessness. Good deeds are done
better when they are done anon-
ymously. Somehow, it means
more to the person who benefits
from generosity. It means more
to the giver too.

Other cultures have similar
sayings, also born out of difficult
circumstances. Save one, save
the world. It’s a Jewish concept
practiced heroically by the likes

DO GOOD
continued on page 7

DECLUITER & STAY COMPLIANT!

Go DIGITAL for 2020!

Doing business in Southern NM and West
Texas for over 15 years, our locally owned
and operated family business offers the
following solutions for you:

MEDIA AND ELECTRONIC DEVICE SECURE
INFORMATION DESTRUCTION

OFFICE RECORDS MANAGEMENT
ON/OFF SITE SHREDDING SERVICES

MORE THAN 1.25 MILLION CUBIC-FOOT
STORAGE FACILITY

CLIMATE CONTROL VAULT
DOCUMENT SCANNING

300A N. 17th St. Las Cruces, NM 88005
647-0060 www.adslcnm.com

M Endorsed by U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich.

Please vote in the June 2nd Democratic Primary.
To learn how to Absentee Vote safely from home, go to SiahForSenate.

www.SiahforSenate.com | SiahforSenate@gmail.com | 575-654-0683

V?TE June 2 for Democrat
Siah Correa Hemphill for State Senate

Siah Correa Hemphill is a first-time candidate running for State Senate.
From Grant County, she's an educator, mom, and school psychologist.

It was fighting for life-saving healthcare for her son that made Siah an expertin
navigating insurance companies, doctors, and hospitals — and it's that experience
that Siah will bring to fight for education and healthcare in the State Senate.

Paid for by Siah for

. CORREA HEMPHILL

Democrat ¢« Senate District 28
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With special thanks to long-
time Desert Exposure reader
and Desert Diary contributor
Geerichard.

e And just like that, no one
asked stay-at-home moms what
they do all day, ever again.

e Our cleaning lady called and
told us she will be working from
home and will send us instruc-
tions on what to do.

eAnyone who is still going to
work because their job is con-
sidered essential should be re-
ceiving hazardous-duty pay.

WELL SERVIGE

LACK OF PRESSURE GOT YOU LOW?

MODERNIZE WITH CONSTANT PRESSUR

> SOLAR & TRADITIONAL
DSERVICE OR NEW INSTALL

e For the first time in human his-
tory, we can save the human race
by lying in front of the TV and do-
ing nothing, Let’s not screw this up.

¢ Gas is finally affordable, and
we can’t go anywhere.

e Want to find out who your
real friends are? Ask them for a
roll of toilet paper.

e Just think, people who kiss
their dogs knowing they lick
their butts every day are in a
panic to buy hand sanitizer.

e Many parents are about to
discover the teacher was not the
problem.

WE SELL PUMPS & SUPPLIES 100

GILA REGIONAL

Auxiliary

A non-profit, service organization with a 50yr affiliation with Gila Regional Medical Center

JOIN US!
Volunteer AND Serve Your Community

- Greet, Escort, & Answer Questions
-4 hrs/wk Minimum - Requirements and Training

For Info: 538-4175

A\ AT

GoodiTime
Motors;

0
4 W

DESERT DIARY

e Three hours into homes-
chooling and one is suspended
for skipping class and the other
one has already been expelled.

e We're having our own “Spirit
Week” at home since there’s no
school for the kids. Today, we're
kicking it off with “Meltdown
Monday.”

e Our homeschooling curric-
ulum includes: Honors Laundry
and AP Vacuuming.

e Homeschool Day 1: Wonder-
ing how I can get this kid trans-
ferred out of my class.

e Homeschool Day 2: You think
your cat is pretty easy going, but
then the kids want to find out if
cats float in the bathtub.

e Homeschool Day 3: They all
graduated. #Done

¢ This is the day dogs have been
waiting for. They realize their

Life in the Time of Coronavirus

owners can't leave the house and
they get them 24/7. Dogs are re-
joicing everywhere. Cats are con-
templating homicide.

e Don’'t know why my fishing
buddy is worried about the coro-
navirus. He never catches any-
thing.

e The truth is, it’s not so bor-
ing at home. But it's interesting
that one bag of rice has 7,456
grains and another has 7,489.

e We are about three weeks
away from knowing everyone’s
true hair color.

e ['ve eaten 22 times and taken
13 naps. It’s still today.

e My house got TP’d last night;
it's now appraised at $875,000.

e Day 6 of quarantine: Prepar-
ing to take out the garbage, so ex-
cited, can’t decide what to wear.

¢ Home invasions should de-

cline. Everyone is home with
guns and enough bleach and pa-
per towels to clean up the scene.

¢ You thought dogs were hard
to train? Look at all the humans
who can't sit and stay.

e | was in a long line at 7:45
a.m. today at the grocery store
that opened at 8 a.m. for seniors
only. A young man came from
the parking lot and tried to cut
in at the front of the line, but an
old lady beat him back into the
parking lot with her cane.

He returned and tried to cut in
again, but an old man punched
him in the gut, then kicked him
to the ground and rolled him
away.

As he approached the line for
the third time he said, “If you
don’t let me unlock the door,
you'll never get in there.”

Letters to the Editor

The Coronavirus and Mexico

Editor,

Mexico’s government doesn’t
appear to be taking the COVID-19
pandemic as seriously as the
United States

For example, on the weekend
of March 14-15, Mexico City’s
“Vive Latino” fiesta was allowed
to go on, a huge two-day rock
music festival that attracted
more than 100,000 people.

Isn’t the danger from crowd-
ed situations now obvious to
everyone? Look at the Feb. 19

soccer game that is believed to
have started the terrible spread
of this virus in Italy, or the huge
crowds that gathered, despite
health warnings in cities like
Madrid on March 8 for the Inter-
national Women’s Day, or the al-
ways-crowded daily life of New
York City, or Mardi Gras.

We are two countries with a
common border 2,000 miles long
that has been largely closed, but
will that be enough? Our New
Mexico/Mexico border is 180

miles long, but Mexico is New
Mexico’s largest trading partner;
if nothing else, this business re-
lationship is critical.

In mid-March, government of-
ficials notified Vision in Action
in Juarez, the privately-run men-
tal asylum that we’ve been help-
ing for years, that they would be
getting no food assistance for
the next two months.

LETTER

continued on page 7
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Due to the many stores closed due to the Coronavirus, DESERT
EXPOSURE’S distribution locations have been reduced, but
quantities have been increased at those that remain open. Below,
highlighted, are the current locations, and the ones in gray are
where we hope to return. Information is subject to change, but
you can always find us at www.desertexposure.com.

Listings below do not include our locations in Las Cruces, where

29 of our 68 spots remain open.

ALAMOGORDO
Bangkok Tokyo

Alamo Chamber / Vis. Center
Alamogordo Public Library
Alamogordo Regional Airport
Bamboo Garden Restaurant
Blue Stone Jewelry

Books Revisited

BZ Rockin Burgers

Capped INC.

Civic Center

Creative Designers Cust. Frame
First National Bank
Flickinger Center

Heart of the Desert

Hitchin Post BBQ

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
La Hacienda

La Luz Market

Loco Credit Union

Lowe’s Signature Market
Magnuson Hotel & Suites
Margo’s Mexican Food

NM Museum of Space History
Plateau Espresso

Super 8 Motel

The Old Post

Tularosa Basin Museum

CLOUDCROFT

Big Daddy’s Diner

Cloudcroft Senior Center

High Rolls Market

Mad Jack’s Mountain Top BBQ
Old Apple Barn

Cloudcroft Public Library

DEMING

Adobe Deli

Apache Café

Campo’s Restaurant
Days Inn

Deming Library
Deming Arts Council
Deming Visitors Center
Deming Mimbres Museum
Desert RV

La Fonda Restaurant
Learning Center

Lo-Hi RV Park

Las Cazuelas Mexican
Restaurant

Marie’s Italian Grill
Mimbres Hospital
Patio Café

Peppers Supermarket
Rancher’s Grill
Readers Cove

Jim’s Super Market
Pepper Pot

Pic Quik

Village Market

HILLSBORO

Black Range Lodge

Black Range Winery

Enchanted VillaB & B

Hillsboro Antiques

Hillsboro Historical Society
Hillshoro Post Office

Kingston Clay

Kingston School House Museum
The General Store Café

LORDSBURG
Visitor Center

MESILLA

The Bean Coffee House
Las Cruces Bulletin
Mesilla Book Center
Mesilla Town Hall
Mesilla Visitor Center

MIMBRES

La Tienda Restaurant & Gas
Living Harvest Bakery
Mimbres Senior Center
Post Office

RV Park

Valle Mimbres Market

SILVER CITY
Adobe Springs
Albertsons

Bayard Food Basket
Bayard Public Library
Bear Creek Cabins & Motel
Bear Mountain Lodge
Bedroom Shoppe

Better Homes & Gardens
Blue Dome

Bright Funeral

Cassie Health

Chevron Station

Comfort Inn

Country Girl Nursery
Creative Hands

Curl Up and Dye
Dandelion Wish & Pilates
Datura Day Spa

Daylight Donuts

Diane’s Bakery

Eagle Mail

Enchantment Realty
Encore

Finn’s Gallery

First American Bank
First New Mexico Bank
Food Basket

Foxworth - Galbraith

Ft. Bayard Medical Center
Furniture Gallery

Gila Animal Hospital
Gila Eye Care

Gila Hike & Bike

Gila Mountain Inn

Gila Regional Medical
Gila Valley Library

Grant County Art Guild Gallery
Grant County Humane Society
Grinder Mill

HMS Mental Health
Holiday Inn Express
Home Furniture
Innovations Hair
Insurance 1st

Silco Theater

Silver Bowling Center
Silver City Book Shop
Silver City Co-op
Silver City Library

jﬂ‘r':"iﬂa Cactus Silver City Museum

KOA Campground Silver City RV Park

La Cocina Silver Gity Trading Co.
La Familia Restaurant Silver City Women's Club
Laundry Land Silver Health Care
Leyba & Ingalls Arts SiIv_er Leaf Floral

Light Art Space Smith Realty

Little Toad Creek Snappy Mart

Lloyd Gallery Soul River

Lois Duffy Stinar Clinic

Sun Valley Hardware
Sunrise Espresso Il
Syzygy

Tatiana Maria Gallery

The Market Place

Tom Blanchard Insurance
Tranquilbuzz Coffee House
Transitions for Women
United Country

Mariah’s Copper Quail Gallery
Massage Clinic

Mimbres Region Arts Council

Mis Amigos Pet Care Center

Morningstar

Motel 6

Murray Hotel

Old World Antiques & Oddities
Our Paws Cause

Palace Hotel

Pink Store HPSS!O’:LOT

Pretty Sweet Emporium >

Quality Inn Vicki's Eatery
Railroad Museum Visitors Center
Ramolla Arts Wagon Wheel Realty
Red Hat Chiropractic Western Bank
Remax Wild West Weaving

WNMU Gym

WNMU Student Life
Wrangler Beverage Co.
Ziryabs

Revel Restaurant
Rock Center
Rose Valley RV
RPM Motors

Bullock’s Super Market
Chamber of Commerce
Charles Motel & Spa
Chevron

Comfort Inn

Conoco Gas Station

Davis - Fleck Drugs
Denny’s

Elephant Butte Chamber
Elephant Butte Inn
Elephant Butte RV

Elephant Butte State Park
Elephant Butte Store & Marina
Geronimo Springs Museum
Geronimo Trail / Visitors Cen.
Grapes Gallery

Grapevine Bistro

Holiday Inn Express
Johnny B’s

La Paloma Hot Springs
Marina Del Sur State Park
0ld Brick Café

Passion Pie Café

Pelican Spa

Rio Bravo Fine Art Gallery
Riverbend Hot Springs

Sea Properties

Shell Gas Station

Sierra Grande Lodge

T or C Brewing Company

TULAROSA

Horse Feathers

Loredos Restaurant & Bakery
The MERC

Tularosa Old American Center
Tularosa Public Library
Tularosa Travel Center
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LETTER
continued from page 6

Almost simultaneously and without any warn-
ing, officials reduced by 50 percent the stipends
for students at La Casa de Amor in Palomas and
cut off their “dispensas.” (oil, flour, beans, rice,
lentils, canned tuna and other food).

The lunch program for seniors that Esperanza
Lozoya had provided in Palomas was closed by
government officials.

At Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesus on the west
edge of Juarez, government officials have pro-
vided small “dispensas” with food for residents,
telling them that this miserly allotment must
last them for a month.

In my nine years of visits at least monthly to
Juarez (mostly the colonias south of the Santa
Teresa border crossing) and Palomas, here is
what I've seen:

¢ In those nine years — more than 100 visits — I
have only seen government social workers out
in the community on one occasion.

e Most medical care is provided by non-prof-
its like the monthly clinics in Judrez organized
by Siguiendo Los Pasos de Jestus (Following the
Footsteps of Jesus, an El Paso non-profit.) and
Colorado-based Missions Ministries, using med-
ical personnel from the US. Both have now been
halted, because of coronavirus.

eVision in Action is the largest mental-health
facility in Juarez, with roughly 120 patients but,

505 N Bullard
Th, F &S 104
ammaguadalupe.net

STERLING
FINE ART

WED-SAT 11-5 . SUN 1-3
306 N BULLARD . STERLINGNM.COM

Brewery & Distillery

Specializing in Small~batch Craft Beer & Spirits

Events
lightartspace.com

SIHGLE SCKS

A COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE

111 West College
Tuesday-Saturday 11-4
575-388-2488

Dedicated to supporting anti-hunger
projects in Grant County

unlike here in the US, it receives no per-patient
support, just some food on a monthly basis
which has now been cut off.

e Crime hasn’t abated. According to the
newspaper, El Diario, there were 156 murders
in Juarez (population 1.5 million) in March.
That compares to 42 murders in New York City
(population eight million) and 39 in Los Ange-
les (population four million), but those New
York and Chicago figures are for the first three
months of 2020, not just March.

In other words, violence is more of a threat
than coronavirus in Juarez, explaining why
there has been little “social distancing” to date.

The only decent housing in that area of Juarez
is that which has been built by non-profits, espe-
cially Siguiendo los Pasos de Jests.

When we finally have this global pandemic
under control, countries around the world are
going to ask themselves: What is the most basic
obligation we have to our citizens? The answer
is obvious. Their health and safety. That clearly
includes future pandemics which we know will
occur, but it also involves the day-to-day obli-
gations like providing clean, affordable water,
having medical clinics, assuring a reasonable
level of safety from violence and investing in
housing.

Morgan Smith
Santa Fe

ART SPACE

Exhibitions
Workshops

MORE THAN A BIKE SHOP

GILA HIKE & BIKE

520 N. Bullard St.

A commanit.
< since

el

History of
Southwest
New Mexico

SiLvErRC1rTYMUSEUM.ORG

103 E. College Ave, Silver City, NM 88061

575-388-3222 gilahikeandbike.com

Silver City Food Co-op

dOOO'dOOOpOOM],!OJe/\”S
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MUSEUM

Explore the /_\

DO GOOD
continued from page 5

of Oscar Schindler.

Times of sacrifice do much in
bringing the good out of us. We
have little, but we give plenty.
We forget our own needs and
look to the needs of others. Our
worldly possessions seem insig-
nificant. They are replaced with
moments and occasions we sud-
denly find more valuable.

In all of us is a yearning to shake
a hand and give a hug. In many of
us, there is a desire for more. For
some reason, we keep it hidden,
in a secret place, waiting to bring

« Training of horses in: classical dressage,

doma vaquera, garrocha, alta escuela, general
horsemanship

» Lessons, clinics, seminars, workshops available

willowcreekstallions.com « sangredereyesandalusians.com  drbabits@gmail.com 575-779-2466

it out at the right moment.

If these times have taught us
anything, is that it's O.K. to be
the people we are now, not just
today, but always.

There is never a wrong time to
practice my new favorite saying:
“Haz el bien sin mirar a quien.”

Abe Villarreal
writes aboul
life and culture
wm southern
New Mexico.

He can be
reached at
abevillarreal@hotmazl.com.

« Standing Imported PRE/Andalusian stallions
at stud

« Equine veterinarian: dentistry, lameness,
podiatry, wellness, behavior

211 N. Texas St. Suite B
575-313-3507 « gs@silvercgillianlaw.com

304 N. Bullard St. 875-388-4930

play with your food
Weekdays:
lunch 11-4
dinner 5-9
Weekends:
brunch 9-3 closed
dinner 3-9 Wednesday

EatDrinkRevel.com

HELP SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES
WHILE PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING

e Downtown Silver City is participating
in social-distancing guidelines
¢ Please call ahead or visit businesses online to
check for hours and services.
* Support local businesses during COVID-19

106 N Bullard St - 388-5472

8AM to 5SPM
Mon-Fri

info@syzygytile.com
www syzygytile.com

809 N. BULLARD ‘ SILVER CITY, NM

h N4

P

MORNING STAR

Gustom Sporting Goods
Screen Printing Outdoor Apparel
& Embroidery  Promotional Products

975-388-3191
INWWJ.MORNINGSTARSPORTS.COM

Want your business included in this ad?

For information call Mariah Walker at 575-993-8193 or Email at mariah@desertexposure.com
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BEEQWANR

COMIC COLLECTION BOOKS

SUNDAY

1WAS A TEEN AcE
HONeY

&
o5

S)

VISIT HTTPS://BEEZWAXCOMIC . WIXSITE.COM/BEEZWAX FOR DETAILS OR
E-MAIL AT: BEEZWAXCOMIC@YAHOO.COM

FROM OUR HIVE TO YOURS:

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS - FedEx - US Mail - Private Mailboxes
Re-Mailing - Fax - Copy - Notary

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri
Ph (575) 388-1967
Fax (575) 388-1623

Denise Dewald, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road
Silver City, NM 88061-7807

info@eaglemailservices.com

CECILIA “Ceci” McNICOLL

Hacienda Realty

/ 1628 Silver Heights Blvd, Silver City, NM 83061

e L c: 575.574.8549; o: 575.388.1921

b i cecilia@movealready.com

' \m'y’ ' www.haciendarealtysc.com
T

with Red or Green?, the restaurant guide
in Desert Exposure.

Track the region’s many great restaurants

Visit Desert Exposure online at
www.desertexposure.com
| |

COMMLNTY

Going Virtual

Give Grandly! Give local!

very year since 2014,
Ethe Grant County Com-

munity Foundation has
sponsored the wildly success-
ful fund-raising push for area
non-profits known as Give
Grandly! The May event lasts
24 hours with more than 50
non-profit groups participating
from Grant, Luna, Catron and
Hidalgo counties. Somewhat
typically, Silver City turned this
into yet another historic and
completely unique festival — one
that raised more than $150,000 in
2019, all for community services
that add to the quality of life in
southwestern New Mexico.

But this year, since life as we
know it has been turned upside
down, the festival is going vir-
tual! Give Grandly! will host an
event-day telethon next to the
Farmers’ Market that will be live-
streamed on the www.givegran-
dly.org website from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., Saturday, May 9. The
event will showcase the partici-
pating non-profits and the good
work they do in videos created
by the organizations themselves.
There will be music and lead-
erboard updates to track dona-
tions as they are reported.

Watching the total figure rise
with the contributions of each
organization is always exciting.

Need childcare for your young children?

What are my OPTIONS?

Learning Network for Kids (Links).

El Grito Early Learning

ENROLL
NOW FOR

Baby Boot Camp
Foy Child Care

Discover a quick way to access diverse, affordable,
high-quality childcare options through our local

> Click at GrantCountyCPC.com
to meet our Learning Community Network:

Guadalupe Montessori School

“Let the Children Come" After School Care, Inc.
\WNMU Child Development Center/Growing Tree
Calvary Christian Academy

‘ ,/»1"’

The 2019 Give Grandly event raised more than $150,000 for more
than 50 area non-profit groups. For 2020 the event goes on line
on May 9 and hopes to raise even more to sustain community
causes in this difficult time. (Courtesy Photo)

With each successive year, more
and more organizations have
participated, and more funds
have been raised: from $57,000
in 2014 to $152,000 in 2019.

“That amount of money is
pretty incredible,” said Carol
Ann Fugagli, one of the event’s
organizers, “given where we are
and the demographics of our
populations. People here are
just extraordinarily generous
and civic-minded.”

Non-profit groups in Grant
and neighboring counties range
widely in their activities and ser-
vices. They run food pantries
and shelters, rescue animals,
provide activities for children,
promote literacy, preserve cul-
ture, support libraries, muse-
ums, schools and the University,
grant scholarships, foster eco-

nomic development, advocate
for the environment, maintain
trails, preserve historical and
archeological sites, and orga-
nize community festivals, plays,
concerts, lectures, field trips —
and much more. Although they
accomplish most of this with
the help of volunteers, they also
need funds to stay in operation
and reach their goals. The Give
Grandly website has informa-
tion about all the participating
non-profits.

Donations can be made on-
line at www.givegrandly.org,
or checks can be mailed to the
individual organizations — their
addresses can be found on the
website. No amount is too small,
because it all adds up. Generous
sponsors are providing match-
ing funds.

OUR PERSONAL COMMITMENT
IS TO EXCEED EXPECTATIONS.

Steinboern-Commercial Real Estate,

in a partnership with TCN Worldwide,
provides you with all of your commercial
real estate needs .

o

A not-for-profit organization that promotes excellence in the care and
development of young children. \We work toward the early investment
in children to ensure that they will learn and thrive in school, the
workforce and life to position Grant County's children and the entire
community for success.

) =

STEINBORN

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

S75-532-2345

Est. 2004
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AR TS EXPOSURE

Arts Scene/Gallery Guide

Please join us in visiting southern New Mexico artists in their web-based galleries. While we can’t
yet go to these galleries and studios and spend our time perusing the amazing work of southern New
Mexico artists and craftspeople, we can take a journey through their creativity. This month’s offer-
ing, replacing both Arts Scene and Gallery Guide sections, journeys through some of the talent we
have south of Interstate 25.

If you are a southern New Mexico artist and would like to be included in this listing, please con-
tact us at editor@desertexposure.com or by calling Elva at 575-443-4408. This virtual gallery will be

"

NiiEEYges Pet Ca

Boarding Daycare Training Grooming Retail

available online at www.desertexposure.com from now on.

Agave Artists Gallery in Me-
silla is a cooperative gallery fea-
turing contemporary art in mul-
tiple media: oil, acrylic, water
media, fabric, paper, assemblage
art, photography, mixed media,
pastel, metal, ceramics and jew-
elry. Website: agaveartists.com.
The gallery features artists Ana
Maria Uranga, Betty Krebbs, Car-
ol Wortner, Elaine Weber, Ella
Alvarez, Emmitt Booher (zon-
eviii.com), John Glass (john-
glassfineart.com), Kathleen Carl-
son; Ken Krebbs; Leslie Toombs
(www.paintedtree.com), Nancy
Dunn, Paul Maxwell (maxnew-
mexart.com), Peter Poulos (las-
crucesclayandstudio.com), Roy
van der Aa (royvanderaa.com),

Vickie Morrow (www.vickiemor-
row.com) and Wendy Weir.

Lisa Alden has always loved
art and has been creating since
childhood. Before formal training
in art she
worked
in hospi-
tality and
medical
career
fields and
in 2000
earned
a B.S. in
chemis-
try from
Eastern New Mexico University.
In 2012, she earned a B.A. in art

o e,

Lisa Alden, “Dakota”

Sonya Fe (artistsonyafe.com), with double concentrations in ce-

( ‘? 1G Certified Trainers and Pet Care Technicians Follow us on Facebook
‘J M b, 11745 Hwy 180 E, Silver City, NM www.misamigospetcare.com 575-388-4101
ramics and painting from the Uni-
versity of the Incarnate Word in

San Antonio, Texas. After living
in many places, she returned to
Alamogordo following her hus-
band’s retirement from the U.S.
Air Force. She works in her home

studio, dividing her time as a ce- Train ed In

ramic artist making hand-crafted Emotionall y

pottery and creating watercolor

paintings inspired by the natural Focused Thera (94
wonder and beauty of New Mex- ( EF T)

ico. Lisa loves to feature animals
in her art. She especially loves
to paint watercolor pet portraits
and is currently accepting new
commissions. Website: www.
LisaAldenArt.com, Instagram: @
lisa_alden_art.

ARTS SCENE

Fee for service only
No insurance accepted

Neal Apple MD &

Vicki 575-590-2181

Vicki Allen Msw, Lcsw Neal 575-590-0207

continued on page 10

Music Exposure

Blues Festival moves to Internet stream

S 1) .
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In consideration of the health and wellbeing of the community and
visitors, the Mimbres Region Arts Council is canceling the Silver
City Blues Festival as planned in Gough Park. In its place, a series
of live-stream performances will be scheduled during the week-
end of May 22-24. CW Ayon, Missy Andersen, Brandon Perrault
and Rhythm Mystic will perform from their homes. The Mimbres
Region Arts Council, through a grant from New Mexico Arts, plans
to broadcast the performances online. More information and the
event schedule will be available at www.silvercitybluesfestival.
org. Performers who would like to be included as part of the online
festival should contact booking@mimbresarts.org or call 575 538-
2505. Email info@mimbresarts.org or call 575 538-2505 for more
information. (2017 Blues Fest photo by Elva K. Osterreich)

WESTERN

NEW MEXICO UNIVERSITY

LET US TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR
PEST CONTROL NEEDS!

ROACHES, MICE, BEDBUGS,
SPIDERS & TERMITES

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! (575) 523-4295

Dona Ana Pest Control Inc., PO Box 1225, Las Cruces, NM 88004 www.meetlascruces.com/Dona-Ana-Pest-Control-in-Las-Cruces

FREE HEARING SCREENING

USING YOUR MEDICARE CARD
Call Now: »

575-800-0887 @ »

920 N. Telshor, Las Cruces, NM )' Hearon Earth

www.HearOnEarthNM.com Hearing Care Centers

DONA ANA

PEST CONTROL

Stay safe, and stay tuned
for a virtual artisan

mercado, coming soon.

SEE YOU IN 2021!

Stay Informed!

Subcribe to our e-newsletter!
wnmu.edu/culture

Cultural Affairs

575.538.6469
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ARTS SCENE
continued from page 9

Jean-Robert P. Béffort is a
mixed-media assemblage sculp-
ture and collage artist who lives
in Silver City and operates a
4,000 square-foot contemporary
studio and art gallery called a)
Sp...”A” © E that he founded in
2009. Béffort features local, out-
of-the-box artists. provides stu-

g&?@g Scott Thomson

dio space, hosts art installations,
openings and intermittent music
and poetry events on the perfor-
mance stage. An innovative and
interactive DIY component is
“A” public art area where visitors
are invited to make their own as-
semblage sculptures from found
and recycled objects in the Art-
on-“A”-Stick  creation space
dubbed The Land of Empower-

“You become
responsible forever
for what you’ve
tamed.”

—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Horsemanship
Silver City, NM ¢ (575) 388-1830
hsthomson@msn.com
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| service and repair.

| Free Hand Long Arm quilting.

| Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics
Questions? Want to see the fabric?

| Just give me (Cindy Ugarte) a call at

| 575-538-2284 and we can get together.

* Sneeze Weeds Studios

SNEEZEWEEDS@GMAIL.COM

Casitas de Gila

Guesthouses - Art Gallery
Nature Preserve

Sunset Magazine Top 10 Getaway

Quiet and Relaxing Getaway

A Stress-Free Zone
on 265 acres
overlooking the Gila Wilderness

Stargazing in Dark Skies
Year-Round Bear Creek
Wildlife & Birds

6 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens - BBQ Grills
Continental Breakfast
Porches - Free Wifi
Fireplaces - Chimeneas

casitasdegila.com
.575'535'4455

near Silver City, in Southwest New Mexico

ment. A
recent
addi-
tion
at the
back of
the gal-
lery is
an out-
door
sculp-
ture
garden
of met-
al and clay sculptures by newer
artists that can be viewed from
the safety of your car if you hap-
pen to be driving by. Website:
jeanrobertpbeffort.com.

Jean-Robert Béffort,
“Amazing Prosperity”

Mary Beagle has primarily
worked with oil on canvas; her
paintings reflect her love of na-
tive and Latino cultures and cel-
ebrations. She incorporates geo-
metric
or native
designs
into her
compo-
sitions
to com-
pliment
the faces
and fig-
ures she
paints.
“T en-
joy bringing life to a blank can-
vas with colors and shapes and
finding a figure in a chunk of
stone,” Beagle said. In 2005 and
2008, she attended the South-
west Stone Carving Workshop
in Jemez Springs, New Mexico
and found a new medium of ex-
pression in limestone, alabaster
and marble while working with
nationally known sculptors Rol-
lie Grandbois, Cliff Fragua, Jon
DeCelles, Tim Nicola, T. Barney
and others. Her work has been
seen in “Southwest Art,” “Art
of the West” and “Cowboys and
Indians” magazines. Website:
www.mbeagleart.com.

Mary Beagle, “Dancer”

Margaret Bernstein was me-
andering through a profession of
words, interviews and teenagers
when, on a whim, she fell sud-
denly into experlmentmg with
paints P 7
a n d
brushes
in Las
Crou -

es. “Was
it the daz-
zle of the
sun, the : \
desert, Margaret Bernstein,
the sky so “Tribute”
bright, bright after years of misty
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days, or just a burst of fleeting
energy that caught me by sur-
prise,” she said. Taking inspira-
tion from books, teachers, talks,
Impressionist painters, but most-
ly friends, the mountains — their
plants and trees, a family legacy
and the paint itself, she takes the
plunge into each piece, longing
for work that pique’s someone’s,
anyone’s, imagination, curiosity,
emotion. Artist website: www.
newmexicoartistdirectory.com/
lascruces.html.

Victoria Chick established
her painting studio near Silver
City after g~
a 40-year
art career
as studio
artist,
regis-
tered art
thera-
pist and
a com-
bined 15
years as ad-
junct instructor at the University
of San Diego and Palomar Col-
lege in California teaching life
drawing, painting and art histo-
ry. Her work reflects places and
situations she has experienced
using animals as anthropomor-
phic stand-ins. Her work is often
humorous and always psycho-
logical. “I try to express some-
thing about the human condition
in my work,” she said. Website:
victoriachick.com.

Victoria Chick,
“We Be Searchin”

Ruth Drayer’s workis non-ob-
jective; she is painting color
and color relationships and has
developed her own technlque
Rather
than be-
ginning
with an
idea,
Dray-
er tex-
tures her
blank & 4 ,
canvas Ruth Drayer, “Colors
with a in the Spring”
compound, paints on a sacred
symbol or word and then works
to conceal it. Acrylics allow her
to build up layers. “After all the
years of writing and rewriting
my book, it just seems natural
to paint and repaint,” she said. “I
think these are similar. Both are
about communicating. Colors
speak a language without words.
Sometimes my paintings seem to
whisper, other times they speak
out boldly. My work is challeng-
ing to people who want to rec-
ognize what they see or try to
understand what I am saying. [

love design and color and if you
look through your imagination,
you might find something you
recognize.” Website: ruthdrayer.
com or search Artist Ruth Dray-
er on Facebook.

Dr. Lucky is a performance
artist and curator of happen-
ings influenced by exaggerated
theatricality, camp sensibility
and commitment to the absurd.
A key figure in the emergence
of neo-burlesque in New York
City, her current work in Sier-
ra County includes the Dada
Ball (2020), an immersive sur-
realist masquerade ball, and Dr.
Lucky’s Blue Revue, staged at
the civic center (2018) and the
T or C Brewing company (2018)
that is also a resident show at
the Hotel Andaluz in Albuquer-
que. She also stages photos

and video shoots in Truth or
Consequences to juxtapose the
beautiful and stark landscape
with glamourous excess. Art-
ist websites: www.vimeo.com/
ondemand/bluerevue and www.
doctorofburlesque.com.

Cathie R. Eisen works in
wood, leather and clay. Sheis also
a poet and writer. “My creativity
is expressed in many ways,” she
said. “My [ R B T =
words [ ~J’ﬁ§
reflect in- ! (T
sight and |5+ EEEEEE |
adven- [T 1%
ture. The ||
leather
pouch- *
es offer &
comfort Cathie R. Eisen
and bless- Gallery Art
ings to be shared with family and
friends. The woodwork adorns
walls and porches to inspire and
bring pleasure to the eye. Art in
all forms is meant to be shared
so that we all can place our-
selves wherever we wish to be, in
mind, body or spirit. I believe we
are meant to inspire each other,
and I am doing my best to share
that. I live close to the earth and
send forth a small piece of that
in each piece of my artwork that
others may also be so blessed,”
Eisen said. Facebook: Carrizo
Spring Trading Post, Blog: ad-
ventureasaconstant.com.

P>

For Larry Felhauer, art is a
pastime that developed after re-
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tirement
from the
business
world.
He took
classes
in ceram-
ics, weld-
ing and
sculpting
w hich LarryFelhauer,

got him statue

thinking of ways to marry these
skills into something unique.
“I began experimenting with
materials and techniques and
found that ceramics and met-
al work well together,” he said.
“My work is primarily ceram-
ic-on-steel yard art, but I also do
some pure ceramic sculpting as
well as glass fusing.” Felhauer’s
work can be seen at the annual
Art in the Garden event hosted
each Spring by the Artists of Pi-
cacho Hills as well as their Hol-
iday House show in November.
Website: www.artistsofpicacho-
hills.com, Facebook: Spirit
Horse Designs.

Stan Fordisanaward-winning
nature photographer specializ-
ing inlandscapes and wildlife. He
works
pri-
marily
in the
public
lands
of the
Amer-
ican
West
a n d StanFord, “Light”
Southwest. Ford’s formal edu-
cation led him to earn degrees
in biology (B.S.) and natural
resources (M.A), and his artis-
tic style draws upon his knowl-
edge and experience in these

fields. His work was included
in “Nature Photographer” in his
articles “Yosemite: Beyond the
Icons” and “Textures, Shapes
& Colors.” Ford’s photographs
have been exhibited in shows
and publications and have
earned numerous awards. In
2016, Ford was named by the
National Parks Arts Foundation
as the National Park Service’s
first-ever artist in residence at
Pecos National Historical Park.
Photographing nature and doc-
umenting his experiences has
become his raison d’étre. Ford
is honored to be able to share
his work with others and hopes
visitors will enjoy his images as
much as he did capturing them.
Website: www.fotosbyford.com.

Joao Galera is Western New
Mexico University/Town of Sil-
ver City
artist
in resi-
dence.
This ex-
hibition
is the re-
sult of a
year-long
artist’s
residen-
cy in Silver City. During his year
of residency (2019-20), Galera
researched and produced a work
about memory and desire, us-
ing the poem “The Waste Land”
by T.S. Eliot and the book “Os
Sertoes” by Euclydes da Cunha
as a basis for his project. With
all this in mind, Galera explores
through his art the memory of
the land and the people of Grant
County. He has also worked with
different groups of people in the
county to create a communi-
ty art installation. The work in
this virtual exhibition presents

Joao Galera, “April”
Watercolor

GET SOLAR & AC

AND SAVE BIG

AVE YOUR ELECTRIC B

25 YEAR
WARRANTY

$89.94

A MONTH

COMBINED
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Last AC You'll Every Buy

Lic #380200 © 4.38 kw ® $36,000 financed at 2.99% is combo

price $89.94 for 18 months then reamortize OAC.

YELLOWBIRDAC.COM ¢ YELLOWBIRDSOLAR.COM

a portion of an exhibition that
had been planned for May at the
WNMU McCray Gallery of Con-
temporary Art. Website: joaogal-
era.wixsite.com/joaogalera.

—

Grant County, Art Guild Gallery

The Grant County Art
Guild Gallery showcases fine
arts and fine crafts by 35 Grant
County artists and artisans. The
beauty and spirit of southwest
New Mexico comes to life in
oils, acrylics, watercolors, draw-
ings, photography and prints.
There are find mosaics, stained
glass, clay art, wall hangings
and artistic pillows to brighten
and accent a home or garden.
Handmade pottery and beauti-
ful, hand-turned wooden bowls
will add a stylish accent to any
Southwest lifestyle. Give a gift
of hand-crafted jewelry, unique
clothing, handmade journals and
artistic cards by guild members.
The guild has represented Grant
County artists for more than 50
years. Grant County Art Guild
Gallery, 316 N. Bullard St., Silver
City, N.M. 88061. Website: www.

gcag.org.

Carrie Greer discovered
she loved working in wax in the
1970s. She said it’'s been a “hap-
py progression” from candles to
batik on cloth and batik on pa-

per that
recently
it mor-
phed
into a
most in-
credible
expe-
rience
called
e n -
caustic.

Encaustic is painting with hot
wax that has resin and color
pigments added. The wax is ap-
plied to a substrate and heated

1

Carrie Greer, “Shake
a Tail Feather”

with a heat gun or blow torch. In
an artist’s statement, Greer said,
“The wax calls to me as I enter
into a journey with it, it invites
me to places unknown. We set
out on a loosely charted course.
The destination becomes visible
as the flame has its way with the
wax. Along the way it demands I
choose a direction to use more
heat, add color or to embellish
with a shellac burn. These not-
so-subtle additions morph into

ARTS EXPOSURE
continued on page 12
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a destination, but there is no fi-
nality with wax; melt and begin
again.” Website: www.waxart-
therapy.com.

The photographs on the web-
site of Nancy Gregory are her
story. “I feel a deep connection
to this gorgeous state of New
Mexico,
an in-
audible
calling
to be
pres-
ent, to
observe
the life
forms,
to feel
the ener-
gy, to compose an image that at-
tempts to convey the spirituality
of the place so that others may
also be enriched as I am,” she
said. Gregory hopes her images
will remind the viewer of just
the kinds of places where there
is peace of mind, rest and reju-
venation. “Being in the outdoors,
hiking and enjoying the land-
scape have long been among my
favorite activities,” Gregory said.
“I find myself getting lost in the
world of the camera viewfinder
as I look through and compose
an image to keep. It is a relax-
ing feeling of being transported
to special places. The beauty of
this place, New Mexico, is just
simply captivating.” Website:
nancysphotogallery.com.

Nancy Gregory,
“White Sands”

Kelly Hart attended the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley
in the 1960s, where he worked
as a freelance photographer. He
then attended the San Francisco
Art Insti-
tute and
worked
or the
Berke-
ley Art
Center.
Hart
was a
cinema-
togra-
pher on
various films, including a doc-
umentary about the San Fran-
cisco Diggers activist group.
In the 1970s, Hart developed a
technique for making animat-
ed movies and was awarded a
patent. “I created a sequence of
animation for ‘The Naked Ape,’
a Hollywood film,” Hart said. In
the 1980s’ he produced video
programs on topics including
llamas, animal telepathy, student
life in the Soviet Union and Mex-
ico and sustainable architecture.
At the turn of the century Hart
developed several websites re-
lated to sustainable architecture
and wrote several books on this
topic. Recently, Hart has turned
to crafting wood sculpture. Web-
site: hartworks.com/photogra-
phy/kellys-wood-sculptures/.

-

Kelly Hart, “Gathering
Place 1”

Sylvia A. Hendrickson is a
gourd artist, finding her love for
gourds after moving to Las Cru-
ces in 2007 and discovering buf-
falo gourds in the desert. Friends
introduced her to more gourds
and she was off and running.
“After some reading, I learned

most me-
diums can
be applied
to gourds,”
she said.
“My tech-
nique in-
cludes
carving,
w o o d

|

Sylvia A.
Hendrickson,
burning, “Thunder Gourd”
using dyes, ink, paint, beads,
feathers, leather, pine needles
and a variety of other natural
products. I find joy creating each
one.” Contact: sylviasgourds@
gmail.com.

Candi Hogan is inspired by
color, light and shape. “I try to
search out both the ordinary
and the remarkable within our
environment, to be captured
with brush and oil paint,” she
said. “Although my genre is main-
ly still life, anything that calls
to me
may be
found in
my port-
folio of
work,
includ-
ing land-
scapes,
archi-
tecture,
and an-
imals.
My work is most commonly de-
scribed as peaceful, serene and
soothing. My hope is to bright-
en others’ lives by sharing my
impressions of our wondrous
world through my interpreta-
tions in paint.” Hogan studied at
Honolulu Academy of Arts, Lagu-
na Beach School of Art and Rock-
ford College. Believing in contin-
uous learning, she continues her
studies online and by attending
workshops. Website: candihoga-
nart.comy/.

= SeaBi,
Candi Hogan, “Day 4
Red Apple and Blue
Pitcher”

Nichole Holmes is a new
artist living in Truth or Conse-
quences. Her primary medium is
metallic
acrylics
on can-
vas and
paper.
The vi-
brant
colors of
South-
west
sunsets
were
the initial inspiration behind
her Desert Landscape Series.
Holmes participated in several
art shows and fairs during the
last year and has expanded to
an online presence in several
online galleries, websites and
social media. Her vivid, bold
colors are the expression of
fearless, happy, high-vibration
art and increasing expansion of
talents and skills. Artist website:
journeywithnichole.com; Insta-
gram: @journeywithnichole.

Nichole Holmes,
“Full Moon Walk”

James Stuart Kane is asculp-
tor who works primarily with
carved wood and cast bronze.
His work spans many years of
working serially, moving joy-
ously toward simplification and
clarification, striving toward the
essence of his ideograph. Kane
realized this simplification was

necessary
to under-
stand and
discover
partic-
ular es-
sences of
idea, and
through
this  ex-
perience
he has
achieved
a greater end in dealing with
sculptures, each of which simul-
taneously works on many levels
of meaning. Kane earned a B.E.
from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater and an M.A. and
M.FA. from the University of
Wyoming in Laramie. He has ex-
hibited and taught at universities
in the South, Midwest and East
and owned and operated the
critically acclaimed Indigenous
Image Gallery in Palm Desert,
California. He now lives, works
and exhibits in Silver City. Web-
site: jameskanesculpture.com.

James Stuart
Kane, “Box Turtle
Sphere”

Karen J. Lauseng has been
working on whimsical art re-
cently, a change from the ele-
gant jew-
elry she
has made
and sold
for years.
“Of late,
my focus
has been
on the
search for
beauty,”

she said. Karen J. Lauseng,
“1 look “Goddess of the Sea”

for the beauty found in common
household items, garage-sale
finds, recyclables, items found
in nature or ordinary materials
containing appealing shapes
and textures. I strive to permit
the energy of the materials to
dictate the result. This allows
each piece to unfold in a nat-
ural, unrestricted way. I am
often surprised with what de-
velops during the construction
process.” Mosaic art, art dolls,
sculpture, books and masks are
all part of her current interests.
“And then, I always end up back
at my jewelry bench with new
ideas for jewelry designs and ob-
sess on creating them,” she said.
Website: www.kjartworks.net.

Light Art Space/Karen
Hymer is a visual artist original-
ly from Tucson. She relocated
to New
Mexico
in 2018
to open
Light Art
Space in
historic
down-
town
Silver

City, Al o
though Karen Hymer, Light

: Art Space
“trained”

as a photographer and educa-
tor, Hymer’s approach to image
making explores the blending of
photosensitive materials, digital
media and printmaking. She is
fascinated with how the passage
of time affects the human body
and other natural elements in
the world. Hymer taught pho-
tography for more than 25 years
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at Pima Community College in
Tucson. She currently offers
workshops and private ses-
sions in photopolymer gravure,
digital printing and alternative
photographic processes at her
studio, a dynamic, contempo-
rary art space which explores
diverse perspectives and ideas
through juried and curated art
exhibitions, workshops and oth-
er events. With the discriminat-
ing collector in mind, the gallery
features unique photography,
printmaking and other media by
Hymer. Websites: karenhymer.
com and Lightartspace.com.

Dennis Lujan has lived in Las
Cruces going on 17 years and
calls the
city his
home
with his
husband,
Jeff. Lu-
jan has
been in
the art
com -
munity
from the
day he arrived. He owned In Ef-
fect Gallery on Griggs Avenue,
which, for three years, was a
jumping platform to show his
work and those artists needing
exposure. Lujan also has created
the annual Erotica art show and
sale in Las Cruces, as well as the
annual Spring Fling un-themed
show. Lujan has an online shop
featuring all his artwork. Mar-
keting has been a strategy he be-
lieves in fiercely. Now, it's a whole
new ballgame. Website: society6.
com/dlujanarts/tabletop.

Dennis Lujan,
“Pomegranets”

Steven W. Martin was edu-
cated as a geographer, histori-
an and criminologist and spent
29 years protecting natural,
historic and cultural resources
on public lands throughout the
western U.S. Retired from pub-
lic land management service
in 2013, Martin, a self-taught
photographer, strives to create
public awareness for protecting
and preserving the nation’s pub-
lic lands and natural, historic
and cultural resources through
the medium of digital photogra-
phy. His photography has been
employed to support the con-
servation efforts of the U.S. Bu-
reau of Land Management, the

Steven W. Martin, “Supply Wagon,
Fort Union National Historic Park,
New Mexico”

National Park Service and the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
and has been published in “New
Mexico,” “Black and White” and
“Weatherwise” magazines. He
and photography partner Lan-
ny Wagner have previously led
photography workshops for the
Road Scholar organization and
currently offer photography
workshops in the Four Corners
region and southern New Mexi-
co. Martin is also available as a
contract portrait photographer.
Website:  Rangerimages.smug-
mugmug.com.

Paul Maxwell began art as
a little boy making squiggles on
paper, but it was always some-
thing he was passionate about.
As a
young
man he
turned
to other
ways of
being
creative

but has %

found EESSESERRER
himself Paul Maxwell,
drawn “Santa Fe Reflections”

back to being creative through
color, light, paint and brush-
strokes on canvas or paper. “A
bit of the squiggles are still there,
but now, after many years, [ have
life experience that pulls on me
to try to better capture what I
see, what I feel, and to share
that with others,” he said. “I
have traveled and lived in many
parts of the world, so the sub-
jects of my paintings vary from
European, Asian-Pacific and
southwestern landscapes, peo-
ple or whatever. Whether I am
painting in acrylic, oil or water-
color, I am always trying to com-
municate-create the emotion of
whatever subject I am painting.
Sometimes I am more successful
than other times, but I have fun
just in the trying.” Website: www.
maxnewmexart.com.

Though the world is constant-
ly shifting, some things remain
steadfastly in place. For oil
painter Charlie Meckel, whose
life has been full of change and
movement, art has always been
one of his important constants.
Meckel’s art has been influenced
by the work of many masters of
the past, including Neel, Wyeth,
Cassat, Van Gogh and Rem-
brandt. His paintings have been
praised as “highly expressive”
and “soothing and moving.” One
writer said, “Meckel is an art-
ist of the western tradition. His
thirst for knowledge and grasp
of the sublime have led him to
participate in an extensive and

Concerned about
interest rates? Let's talk.

Larae Harguess
Financial Advisor

2990 North Main St Suite 3b
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-526-8376

Edward Jones

MKT-5894I-A

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

Charlie Meckel, “Journey to the
End of the Night”

full lineage of traditional paint-
ing masters. He imbues each
piece with deep observation,
skill and aesthetic soul.” Meckel
feels that his mission as an artist
is to contribute to the continuing
rich tradition of western repre-
sentational oil painting that has
inspired his own artistic journey.
Website: charliemeckel.com.

Mesquite Art Gallery/Mel
Stone is a fine art photographer
who opened an art gallery in a
remodeled, 1898 adobe on Mes-
quite Street in an historic district
of Las Cruces about five blocks
east of downtown. The three gal-
lery rooms feature the work of
select artists and Stone’s fine art
photography. The adobe is also
his home. “Most of my shooting
is early morning or late in the
day, although sometimes I have
no say in the matter,” Stone said.
“My first, serious still photog-
raphy was chasing butterflies
around northern prairies — at

h v

WD NN
ry, Mel Stone,

Mesquite Art Galle!
“Chopes”

Like us on
Facebook

that time I was a one-man band
TV news guy, which was pret-
ty serious work.” In 2005, he
bought his first digital camera
and high-quality inkjet print-
er and now carries around two

Fujifilm X-T2s. Websites: www.
melstonephotography.com and
www.mesquiteartgallery.com.
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BROKER OWNED.

DIRT CHEAP.

TIM DONOVAN 575-534-7955 ‘1.3 Paloma RealLstate

BOARD CERTIFIED
PULMONARY

BOARD CERTIFIED
CRITICAL CARE

BOARD CERTIFIED
INTERNAL MEDICINE

BOARD CERTIFIED
SLEEP MEDICINE

DONALD J. STINAR, M.D.

110 E. 11th Street
SILVER CITY, NM 88061
(575) 388-0184

(575) 388-0186 Fax

We are sac

Special Featured Artist

Kate Brown
Pottery

On the corner of Texas and Yankie in Downtown Silver City, NM

575-388-2646

facebook com/mariahscgg  Silvercitycopperquail.com

to announce that Copper Quai
will be closing its doors at the end of May.
Please (hopefully) join us for one last
reception to celebrate. We thank you for
your years of support and great art.

Like us on
Instagram

©

instagram@copper_quail
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SUMMER ART
CAMPS SCHEDULE

CAREER ART PATH © JUNE 1-12

2-week intensive visual art instruction

for 5th - 9th graders

OPERA STORYTELLERS CAMP

JUNE 15 - 26

2-weeks of writing, acting, singing and
producing a 20-minute kid-produced opera

for 3rd - 12th graders

MISSOULA CHILDREN’S
THEATRE e JULY 13 - 17

1-week theatre camp for 1st - 12th graders
For more information and registration

forms, email manager @daarts.org

PARTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

DONA ANA ARTS & CULTURAL CENTER
1740 Calle de Mercado - daarts.org = 575-523-6403

ARTS EXPOSURE
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PRESENTED BY THE DONA ANA ARTS COUNCIL
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continued from page 11

Vickie Morrow collects ob-
jects with history and patina.
“The hunt and gathering is a joy,”
she said. “I combine these find-
ings to create a new ‘salsa’ — a
series of
work ap-
pealing to
the eye or
heart or
one that

triggers
a memo- Vickie Morrow,
“Desert Exposure”

ry. 1 see
things not for what they are, but
for what they can be.” Website:
www.vickiemorrow.com.

Lyn Orona started painting
with oils in 1969 as a portrait
artist and working in clay sculp-
ture. She has been in many jur-
ied fine art, international shows,
winning awards throughout
New Mexico, Nevada, Texas,
Arizona and California. She is

Lyn Orona, “Wood for the Fire”
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Team Uniforms, Banners, Signs and More
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AN RAGEED APPAREL

SCIREEN PRINTING SIGNS

S S5-32321820
wwwiraggedapparelnmicom

Get better TV
with Sky View Satellite.

Check out our deals made just for the military,
first responders, and Americans 55 or older.

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE
We have an exclusive offer with savings
of $500+ over two years — with no
upfront cost.

Requires credit qualification, validation of status as active
duty, veteran, or first responder, 2-year commitment with
early termination fee, and eAutoPay.

FOR THOSE 55 AND OLDER

Spend more time watching and less

time worrying with this deal specially
created for those 55 and older.

Age verification may be required.

ASK US HOW TO INTEGRATE NETFLIX INTO YOUR VIEWING EXPERIENCE!

Requires internet-connected receiver and Netflix subscription.

Q
&7 Sky View Satellite | 575-636-2313 Aleh

mostly self-taught but has taken
courses with the Columbus Art
and Design of Ohio and Foothill
College in California. “I enjoy the
history and stories of everyday
life in the Southwest with the col-
orful cultures of Native American
and Mexican people,” she said.
Website: www.lynorona.com.

Mimi Calise Peterson and
Art Peterson are represented
by Light Art Space Gallery in
Silver City. Before moving to Sil-
ver City in 2014, the couple lived
and worked
in Penn-
sylvania,
where they
learned
their crafts
and exhib-
ited in the
Mid-Atlan-
tic region. Art Peterson,
They have Wood Sculpture
also exhib-
ited in The
Bahamas,
Canada,
Colorado
and New

Mexico.
Website: puicalise
http://www. Peterson,

pinonstu- “Wwandering”
dios.com.

The purpose of the Potters’
Guild of Las Cruces is the pro-
motion, development, encour-
agement and support of the ce-
ramic and clay process through
workshops, exhibitions of local,
regional and national artists, and
providing members an opportu-
nity to display and sell their art.
The guild also supports commu-
nity service by partnering with
El Caldito Soup Kitchen in Las
Cruces to help feed the hungry
through the annual Empty Bowls
fundraiser and raises funds for
student art awards through the
Renaissance Fair Dragon Toss.
Website: pottersguildlc.org.

N m

Potters’ Guild o Las Cruces

Joanna Schaefer began
working with line in sculpture
in 1969. Using twine, rope,
wire and reed, she constructed
three-dimensional pieces de-
signed either to hang in space
or stand free. She worked exclu-
sively with line for more than 10
years. By 1980, Schaefer she had
started adding other elements to
the pieces, including branches,
bones and leather. She now uses
a wide variety of materials, from
bone to Styrofoam. Schaefer’s
early work appears abstract,

while more
recent piec-
es  appear

figurative.

To her, they

are the i
same: ar- i
rangements Joanna Schaefer,
of form, “The Desert Cried”

space, texture, color and attitude.
An underlying factor throughout
her work is a sense of space de-
rived from landscape. Schaefer
is also a printmaker, using wood,
cardboard and other materials,
sometimes combining relief with
intaglio. Website: sites.google.
com/view/2zwrks/showcase.

The art of Nancy Spencer and
Eric Renner is unique in every
way. For more than 30 years, they
have worked as individual artists
and collaborated in life and im-
age making. Eric died recently in
Las Cruces after a brief illness.
They were co-directors of Pin-
hole Resource Inc., a nonprofit
archive and
educational
organization
dedicated
to  sharing
information
about  pin-
hole photog-
raphy. They Nancy Spencer
also co-ed- and Eric Renner,

ited Pinhole Hieartzone”
plate photograph
Journal,
published three times a year,
1985-2006. They gave lectures
and workshops internationally
and their photographs and as-
semblages are exhibited in ma-
jor collections throughout the
world, including the Museum of
Modern Art, California Museum
of Photography, National Gal-
lery of Canada, George Eastman
House and Bibliothéque Natio-
nale in Paris. They are the recip-
ients of grants from the National
Endowment for the Arts, Amer-
ican Scandinavian Foundation
and the Aaron Siskind Founda-
tion. Their work is represented
by Light Art Space in Silver City.
Websites: Nancyspencerphoto.
com and Ericrennerphoto.com.

Leslie Toombs is an explor-
er. Whether hiking, traveling
or creating art, she has always
felt the need to explore what is
around the next corner. “Living
and traveling in and to many dif-
ferent communities has let me to
appreciate T 7 y
many styles
and forms
of art,” she
said. Web-
site:  www.

paintedtree.
com. Leslie Tooms,
“The Golden Bull”

ARTS EXPOSURE
continued on page 11

Freeman

Flooring|

Installation and Refinishing of Hardwood Floors
"Reveal the true beauty of what lies just beneath your feet"

SKy 2001 E. Lohman Ave., Suite 119, Las Cruces, NM 88001 Wil L
skyviewsatelliteinc.com

Satellite

Premier Local Retailer

Call Daniel Freeman for a free estimate
575-590-6081 ¢ SILVER CITY, NM

Specializing in Hardwood and Bamboo Flooring in Grant Co for over 15 years
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Egle Urbonaviciute was
born in Klaipeda, Lithuania in
1987 and grew up in a privileged
natural world. Seeing beautiful
surroundings such as forests and
seashores made her fond of na-
ture in all its various forms. She
studied art at the Vilnius Acad-
emy of Arts in Lithuania and
now lives in Silver City with her
husband. “My works of art are
as diverse as nature itself,” she
said. “Sometimes my paintings
represent
vibrant
energy
express-
ing life in
different
colors,
while
other
paintings
can be more serene, embodying
a saintly patience, or embracing
solitude. I have a special joy in
drawing people, as I see them as
a pure source not having com-
pleted their mission. In their nat-
ural fragility, I find God with an
array of diverse colors. Painting
is a very silent and humble form
of art for me, which encompass-
es vision, sensation and espe-
cially gratitude.” Website: www.
egleu.com/.

Egle Urbonaviciute,
“Red Dream”

Debra Vance’s watercolor
adventure started after retiring in
Mesilla. Her art education comes
from workshops at Scottsdale
Artist’s School with respected
artists in watercolor and drawing,
art history, books, DVDs and on-
line learning opportunities. Her
family ran cattle for 18 years and
her love of the outdoors makes
landscapes a favorite — the years
ranching, the western flavor.
Thus, outdoor plein-air painting
has become a regular endeavor.
Painting on

site  offers
SO much
more than

just working
from  pho-
tos, Vance
said. She is
a  member
of the New Mexico Watercol-
or Society, Plein Air Painters of
New Mexico, ArtForms Artists
Association of New Mexico and
the Dona Ana Arts council. Web-
site: www.DebraVance.ART.

Debra Vance,
Watercolor

Worldwide

Monika Walter has been cre-
ating mosaics since 2016. She
taught herself the art form when
her husband lost his eyesight
and she needed to stay at home.
“Mosaics clarify to me that the
whole is truly not just the sum of
the parts,” she said. “I delight in
working with glass. It is not only
one of the longest-lasting man-
made materials, but also reflects
beautifully the visible spectrum
of light. I use tiles and sheets of
stained glass, which I cut and
grind to form. Each finished
piece is truly unique because it
cannot be copied. Adding to the
beauty of this world, one piece
at a time, is my motto.” Website:
blue-studio-mosaics.com .

Monika Walter, “Turtle Mosaic”

Jean Wilkey creates brightly
colored worlds populated with
plants, animals and people. Her
oil paintings use fabrics to frame
slices ofland and sky that blur the
line between
indoor and
outdoor,
between
still life and

landscape.

Rife with

symbolism, N _—
her art can Jean Wilkey,
also be en- “JustPeachy”

joyed for the bright color and
harmony she infuses into each
canvas. These painted meta-
phors attempt to highlight our
relationship to animals, to nature
and to ourselves. Her work has
appeared in “Southwest Art” and
“Exploring TOSCA” magazines
and is held in private collections
in more than a dozen countries.
Wilkey has a master’s in paint-
ing and has taught at NMSU and
UTEP. She currently teaches at
Dofia Ana Community College
and privately at her studio. Web-
site: www.jeanwilkey.com.

Lindsay D. Williams is a 2008
graduate of Parsons School of
Design, a division of The New
School, New York City, with a
BFA in illustration. She studied
comic-book and children’s-book
illustration, poster design, typog-
raphy and graphic design under

Investment options
Just down the street.

Jackie Edwards, CIMA®, CRPC®
Las Cruces Independent Branch

575-993-5050
schwab.com/lascruces

141 S. Roadrunner Pkwy, Suite #141C

©2019 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC.
All rights reserved. MWD978-13c (1018-8X9S) (10/19)

charles

SCHWAB

Qun WWW

top professionals in the indus-
try, including renown contem-
porary art-
ist Tara
McPher-
s o n .
Originally
from New
York, Wil-
liams now
lives in
Truth or Consequences after
spending the last eight years
in New Orleans. She has de-
signed for many different types
of clients, from large corpora-
tions such as Nike and Xerox to
small, independent businesses,
start-ups and production com-
panies. While her focus in the
past was in branding, print, web
and poster design, she now finds
herself back in love with illus-
trating and painting. Her art com-
bines different medias and col-
orful style that finds influence
in Japanese prints, low-brow
art, ‘60s psychedelia and ret-
ro-kitsch. Website: www.lind-

Lindsay Williams,
“Poppy Land”

saydwilliamsart.com, Instagram:
@lindsaydwilliamdsart.

Staying Home?
We're offering curbside pickup or delivery at
MyWBU.com/lascruces or call 575-523-5489 or 575-339-5672.
Stay healthy and enjoy your birds at home!

Nature Shop

BIRD FOOD e FEEDERS ¢ GARDEN ACCENTS e UNIQUE GIFTS
2001 E Lohman, #130, Las Cruces, NM 88001

,,/\qwd Bids Unlimitee”

\_ (575) 523-5489 www.wbu.com/lascruces )

facility offering...

Pasture Options

Joothills Arabians

We are an 80 acre full service i 3

« Boarding, Breeding and Training
» Easy Forest Access
« Large Pens With Shelters and

e All Horses Have Room to Run!

“50 Years Aspiring to Horsemanship”

OWNERS BOB AND FLO HALL WEBSITE: foothillsarabians.com
27 EMERALD DRIVE EMAIL: fharabians@zianet.com
SILVER CITY, NM 88061

R

575-654-6431

2 &

Silver City
Copper Quail
211A N. Texas

silvercitycopperquail.com
Mon - Sun

TRANQUIL

A By

COFFEE HOUSE
RSl DOMGE R C LT Y o N.M

Tranquil Buzz

- Coffee House
~ 112 W. Yankie
- tranquilbuzz63@gmail.com

Blue Dome Gallery
575-538-2538
Downtown:

Thurs - Sat, 10-5
Every 2nd Saturday 10 to 7
at 307 N. Texas St.

The Lodge: Daily 9-5
at 60 Bear Mt. Ranch Rd.

Law Office

of Gillia Sherwood

ST v Lois Duffy Studio
8 . 211-C N. Texas St.,
. Silver City
loisduffy.com 575-313-9631
OPEN SATURDAYS OR BY APPOINTMENT

ant your business included in this ad?
~ Contact: Marlah Walker 575- 993—819
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ONFILM » JEFF BERCG

Movies of Enchantment

New Mexico-made movies to help pass hours of hibernation

Ithough not all these titles
were shot entirely in New
exico, they all have

some scenes that were filmed in
the state, and each may help you
from suffering pandiculation.

¢ Recently restored, “The Bal-
lad of Gregorio Cortez” is based
on the true story of the title char-
acter who, in the early 1900s,
eluded a posse that pursued him
for days after the accidental kill-
ing of a sheriff. Although the real
story takes place in Texas, it was
shot in New Mexico and is di-
rected by the inimitable Robert
M. Young (DVD and YouTube)

e “Lonely are the Brave,” shot
entirely in New Mexico, stars Kirk
Douglas and is based on a book
by one-time New Mexico resident
Edward Abbey. Douglas claimed
for years that this was his favor-
ite film of all those that he made.
(Netflix, Amazon, YouTube)

e Sticking with the late, great
Douglas, “Ace in the Hole,”
was shot in Albuquerque and
in the Gallup area. It's a terrific
“film-noirish” type movie based
on a true incident that occurred
in Kentucky. Directed by the
great Billy Wilder, it flopped at
the box office in its 1950s re-
lease, even with a title change,
but has been rediscovered and
restored in recent years. (Net-
flix, YouTube, Amazon)

e Although it took years to

find a distributor, and ironically
opened in El Paso when final-
ly released, “Bless Me Ultima,”
based on the famed book by
New Mexico author Rudolfo An-
aya and shot in New Mexico, is
a true wonderment. (Amazon,
Netflix, YouTube)

¢ This movie was also restored
afew years back and even though
many have not heard of it, it
should be seen by all. “The Hired
Hand” stars and was directed by
Peter Fonda. It was his first film
after the phenomenal release of
“Easy Rider” (also partially shot
in New Mexico), and the chow-
derheads at the studio tried to
sell it as “Easy Rider” on horse-
back. It is not. It is a somewhat
esoteric and believable feminist
Western, which co-stars Verna
Bloom. (YouTube and Netflix)

e Entirely New Mexico, the
well-known “Milagro Beanfield
War” was made in New Mexico,
based on a novel by Taos author
John Nichols, and pretty much
covers all the things that one finds
in New Mexico — beans, land-
grabbers, cars and the “manana”
attitude that strikes some as part
of our culture. All it needed was
a side of chile. Directed by part
time New Mexico resident Robert
Redford.

¢ Though difficult to find since
it has never been released on
DVD or even VHS, “Red Sky at

Morning” from about 1970, is a
beautiful coming-of-age work
that stars Richard Thomas and
Richard Crenna. The book it was
based on was written by Santa
Fe resident Richard Bradford.
(fuzzy version on YouTube — try
and find the version that opens
with a sailboat scene.)

¢ One of the first movies of val-
ue to be shot in Las Cruces that
didn’t involve zombies or guns,
“The Burning Plain” debuted
at the Fountain Theatre (post
film-festival screenings) with
director Guillermo Arriaga as a
guest. It features Jennifer Law-
rence in one of her first major
roles. Arriaga, who had worked
on “Traffic” (a couple of minor
scenes shot in Las Cruces), in-
sisted that he be able to shoot in
Las Cruces despite static from
the state film office. (YouTube
and Netflix)

e Although never released
in the USA, “Elvis Has Left the
Building” is a great film to watch
as you turn off your brain. Star-
ring Kim Basinger and a host of
Elvis impersonators, the 2004
film deserves a second chance
and is directed by the guy who
also did “My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding,” Joel Zwick. (Amazon, You-
Tube, Netflix)

e Film noir fans have proba-
bly already seen “Ride the Pink
Horse,” a 1947 film that was

partially shot in Santa Fe, but
those who haven’t need to watch
this edgy, dark work, which got
Thomas Gomez a nomination for
an Oscar, the first Hispanic actor/
actress to be so chosen. He lost.

e Another work based on the
work of a New Mexico author,
Max Evans, “The Hi Lo Country”
was shot entirely in New Mexi-
co, but it was the last release of
a studio that went under, thus
dooming it to be a box office fail-
ure. The movie is based entirely
on characters who Evans knew
during his years cowboying
and has a great performance by
Woody Harrelson. Sadly, it was
also the last American-made film
that Katy Jurado acted in. (DVD
only at Amazon — but worth it!)

¢ Although only a few scenes
were shot in the Bisti Badlands
near Farmington, the Ameri-
can remake of a terrific French
film, “Wages of Fear,” is one of
the most gripping and dark dra-
mas ever to hit the screen. Titled
“Sorcerer” by director William
Friedkin (“Exorcist”), this film is
NOT about witches, warlocks or
sorcerers, but is the story of four
disparate men stuck in an awful
South American town who are
hired to haul nitro to an oil-well
fire. This is one of my favorite
films of all time. (Netflix, Ama-
zon, YouTube)

e Last but not least, a film that

drew a full house (and turned
away even more people) at
the Fountain Theatre when I
screened it there in 2010 or so is
the unbelievably coarse, vibrant
and funny “Lust in the Dust.”
This “Western” stars Divine, Tab
Hunter and Lainie Kazan, and it
must be seen to be believed. It
is totally irreverent and, as does
“Elvis Has Left the Building,”
requires one to decommission
one’s brain for 90 minutes. (Am-
azon and YouTube)

If you want more, check out
“All the Pretty Horses,” “Red
Dawn,” “Powwow Highway,”
“White Sands,” “Them,” “Rocky
Mountain,” the 2010 remake of
“True Grit” and, if you are really
daring (and bored), N.M.’s only
(known) softcore pornography
flick, “Teenage Seductress,” shot
in Taos and starring a 28-year-
old as a teenager! DVD is easy to
find at Amazon.

Contributor and former full-
time film reviewer for the Las
Cruces Bulletin, Jeff Berg is
the author of “New Mexico
Filmmaking,” a book about
the history of movies made in
the state, “Historical Theatres
of N.M.,” His next book (late
2020) is “Lost Restaurants of
Santa Fe.” Available in Las
Cruces at COAS.
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ne lovely and lively day,
while strolling on the
campus of Western New

Mexico University (WNMU)
with a friend I hadn’t seen for
some time, conversation flowed
like a river — gushing, overflow-
ing, banks full. So completely ab-
sorbed in one another’s words,
my friend and I nearly walked
smack into a modest barrier sur-
rounding a small exclusion area.
Startled, we stared at a creative
sign: “Nest construction zone,
please respect our Cliff Swallow
neighbors.” Well, this was a first!

Lifting our gaze skyward, we
could see the graceful aero-
batics of slender birds, soaring
and swerving, in quick, staccato
movements. Challenged to lock
our gaze on one particular bird,
we tried to count — five, six, 10,
12, 17, 27 — easily getting con-
fused, but finally estimating well
over 100 individuals. These swal-
lows were rhythmically flying
to a muddy spot, scooping up a
small ball of mud, and returning
to a campus building’s eaves to
construct their nests. The swal-
lows’ droppings and the mud
spatters on the ground were what
we assumed were the reasons
for the temporary barrier.

Our conversation diverted to
the birds, their gracefulness, in-
dustriousness and balletic beau-
ty. We agreed that one of the
main reasons we chose to live in
Silver City was the close juxta-
position of urban and wilderness
living.

sfefesfelelelekekokek

Okay, I must confess: what I
just described didn’t actually
happen, but it’s a scenario I have
imagined, and hope fervently will
one day become a real possibility
through efforts such as those of
the society of Southwestern New
Mexico Audubon (SWNM Audu-
bon), which recently launched
a five-year campaign titled “Wil-
derness Starts Here.”

The fact that wild things live
right at our doorsteps — our
homes, businesses, institutions
of higher learning — is the cam-
paign’s focus: to raise awareness
in our community about the ben-

WILDERNESS WARRIORS o CAROL ANN FUGAGL

For the Birds

Wilderness Starts Here

efits of this.

Cliff swallows not only gift us
with their stunning aerial acro-
batics and nimble charm, they
eat millions of mosquitoes and
other small insects while they
are here each year. Their pres-
ence is a true blessing, one to be
welcomed, though not everyone
welcomes their mess on side-
walks or windows.

Cliff swallows are a colonial
species, meaning they congre-
gate in large groups, reaching
upwards of several thousand in-
dividuals. Not only do they thrive
in larger numbers, they depend
on this company for their surviv-
al as a species — for nest build-
ing, foraging and migration.

The iconic colonial species in
North America was the passen-
ger pigeon, an evolutionary mar-
vel that traveled in gargantuan
flocks throughout the eastern
and midwestern United States
and Canada, with estimated
numbers ranging into the bil-
lions. We managed to kill every
last one due to lack of under-
standing, irrational fears and
myopic vision.

Worldwide, about one in eight
avian species is colonial. So why
do some birds, but not others,
nest in tightly packed colonies?
One reason may be a phenome-
non called predator satiation; eggs
and nestlings represent a large
food source but are available for
only a short period of time.

This limited period may be too
brief for predators to build or
maintain populations to take full
advantage of the food resource.

Another prospect is called the
information-center hypothesis,
which allow less-adept birds to
follow more-successful foragers
when they leave their colony to
feed.

Large groups may also provide
some protection from predators,
affirming the safety-in-numbers
concept. On the flip side, larger
numbers of a species in one area
allows for easier predator detec-
tion for those on the perimeter
of the group. Studies show that
in cliff swallow colonies, the
older, more experienced birds

Digging for treats to take home for its young, a cliff swallow roots
in the moist sand.

A cliff swallow packs mud into its nest creation in preparation for the babies that will inevitabley
follow. Inset: a baby cliff swallow is fed in it’s fully built nest. (Photos by Carol Ann Fugagli)

are located in the center of the
colony, occupying the choice
nest sites.

Cliff swallows have occupied
structures in Silver City and the
surrounding region for centuries.
Reliable accounts by resident
old-timers speak to the presence
of adobe nests on Hillcrest Hos-
pital, built in 1937 as Swift Memo-
rial, now no longer standing.

When WNMU built the Physi-
cal Education building in 1988,
the swallows took to it like
ducks to water. The grainy stuc-
co finish allows the birds to
grip the building with their little
clawed toes and provides an ide-
al substrate for the mud balls.

WNMU'’s maintenance person-
nel were promptly ordered to re-
move the nests due to the admin-
istration’s worry about spreading
disease through the fecal matter
on the ground, although the
droppings are sparse, exposed to
the open air and are cleaned off
the sidewalk every season.

Despite the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act of 1918 having made
it illegal to destroy nests or
cause injury to eggs and birds,
this practice on the campus con-
tinued for nearly 30 years with-
out opposition.

Every April, when the migrat-
ing birds would return from
their arduous journey from
South America, they would build
their nests, only to have them
destroyed. The birds clearly be-
came distressed, returning to the
empty site for up to two days.
This disruption to their breeding
cycle can cause a lengthy delay
to their nest building, and they
may even need to wait until the
monsoons begin in July to allow
them to find mud, which means
the juveniles may then end up
not migrating until mid-August.
Research indicates that the sur-
vival rate of these late-migration
birds is greatly decreased.

In 2018, SWNM Audubon
said, “Enough!” A small team

of members visited with the uni-
versity’s maintenance director,
after which the college agreed to
erect exclusion barriers in high
pedestrian areas to deter nesting
there, but leave other areas un-
obstructed.

This worked to a certain de-
gree, until the swallows unex-
pectedly built nests in high-hu-
man-use areas and their nests
were once again sprayed down.
This same team of individuals
from SWNM Audubon began a
monitoring project to document
the breeding success of the cam-
pus birds, and in 2018 and 2019,
an estimated 402 birds fledged
each season due to the agree-
ment having greatly reduced the
number of nests dismantled.

Pursuing this learning pro-
cess of compromise, we hope
to enter into an agreement
that allows the university to
erect nesting-deterrents in the
non-breeding season, but to let
the birds build their nests unim-
peded once they return in April.
This is about the time the stu-
dents leave the campus for the
summer, and the birds are gone
by the time the students return
in the fall.

We humans have choices, and
in making our choices, we need
to consider their consequences,
to wildlife, air, water, soil and
the ecosystem services of un-
born generations. In a new re-
port published by the National
Audubon Society, it is shown that
two-thirds of North American bird
species are at risk of extinction
from climate change. One way to
assist our local feathered friends
is to allow our cliff swallow neigh-
bors the freedom of breeding so
they don’t suffer the same fate as
the passenger pigeon.

The window for protecting
species, including ourselves, is
rapidly closing, and the global
community must collectively re-
think and redefine how we value,
protect and restore nature. I see

SOUTHWEST
NEW MEXICO
AUDUBON

SWNM Audubon is a
nonprofit, all-volunteer
organization that serves
communities in Grant,
Luna, Hidalgo and Catron
counties. We are
passionate about
conservation of birds and
their habitats through
education and advocacy.
Our activities include free
monthly programs

fall through spring, field
trips, annual bird counts
and The Ravens
newsletter. Check us out
at swnmaudubon.org.

the minor inconvenience of walk-
ing around a sidewalk smudged
by nesting swallows as an honor,
and approach it as such.

Seeing that wilderness starts
here — now — with you, with me,
right on our doorstep, by making
moral choices for the benefit of
all beings, we can begin protect-
ing both wilderness and wildlife
to a greater degree than we pre-
viously imagined.

Carol Ann
Fugagli s an
ornithologist
and has
ltved with
her husband
and son in
the Silver
City area for 20 years. She
currently s the education
and outreach director for
the Upper Gila Watershed
Alliance. She enjoys hiking,
playing the fiddle, guitar,
contra dancing and loves all
things wild.
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Pajama Time in a Pandemic

The subconscious mind having a field day

ADOBE TECHNIQUES, LLC

Concete Pumping & Decorative Gravel,

Shotcrete, Slabs, Block Laying,
Bobcat, Dirt, Gravel and Pavers

919-974-9996

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (#367590)
FREE ESTIMATES
ROHAN STITES, OWNER

SILVER CITY, NM e WWW.ADOBETECHNIQUES.COM

2JCC Garden
~Veggie Starts Grown ]39 Us”

e Contact 'carlos.arias@alclostudcnts.org 4
or loncmtn@q.com for veggie start availabili?.

e [Tarmers Market, 5tarting the 1st Satur ay in May
. Acldrcss food sustainability, start your Garden Now

. No yarcl’? Scc our containergardcns.

Ficl(up P|ants at SC l:armcrs Mar‘(ctxcrom 830 to Noon every Saturclag.

HCIP us End Plastic Po”utionj Bringgour /;Q‘\
Plastic Pots, ill use them again and again. % 3
ic Pots, we will use them again and again 6‘?._!"
Donations graciousl accepted tomatoes, squash,
eggplant, asil, peppers, etc.

555 our alternative paper and mg:c'ium Pots at l:armcrs Markct.
On]g we humans make waste that nature cannot Aigest!!

“A candy-colored clown
they call the sandman

Tiptoes to my room
every night

Just to sprinkle
stardust and to whisper

‘Go to sleep.

)

FEverything is all right.

— Roy Orbison, “In Dreams”

ell, maybe everything
isn’t all right.
There’s Judd Shep-

ard, as a middle-aged man, still
looking like he did in third grade,
even wearing his Cub Scout
uniform, that somehow fits his
6-foot, 200-pound frame. There’s
a teaching assistant I had in col-
lege whose name I can’t come
close to recalling. There’s some
B-grade actor from a 1990s sit-
com. There’s about 25 other peo-
ple, some of whom I recognize.

The colors are bright and the
smiles are wide.

This, as you may have guessed
by now, was a dream I had a few
weeks ago.

The next day, my 16-year-old
daughter, unprompted, began
telling me of her vivid dreams,
and that her friends were having
them too.

In times of uncertainty

Certain Heros Emerg

Thank you to all our essential
front-line workers during the Covid-19
health emergency.

We honor Grant County's Early Childhood
Education professionals and Childcare
providers who offer safe and healthy places for
young children to learn.

Did you know Early Childhood Educators

- Hold higher education degrees

or certifications

+ Continue to build their skills and

knowledge through training

week ofhe _
Young Child

The Week of the Young Child is being
celebrated April 13-17, 2020. Community
Partnership for Children has partnered to
spotlight early learning, young children, their
teachers, families and communities. Funded by:
Freeport McMoran (CIF) & United Way of SWNM

- Work for very low pay despite having
great responsibilities

- Often lack healthcare or other benefits

- Stand up by sacrificing their own
health to serve during this emergency

Support the work of these Heros

Enroll your infants and young children
in licensed early childhood programs —
grantcountycpc.com

Trust that your child will benefit from the
expertise of early childhood workers.

Donate to a local provider to support their
continued efforts — every dollar helps!

Write, email, or call your lawmakers to
thank them for their support of
early childhood education. 1

Send a thank you note, card
or social media post

to share your gratitude and
honoring the sacrifices our
early childhood workers are .
making for your community!

~

Like many of us do, I woke up
at 4:38 a.m. one morning, know-
ing I had an hour and 35 minutes
before my alarm went off at
6:13. Usually this means a lot of
tossing and turning, frustrated I
can't get back to sleep, cursing
insomnia. This time, however, |
blinked, and the alarm went off.
Obviously I fell asleep, but it felt
more like the time vanished. I
recalled one weird scene from
one more vivid dream, but that
could NOT have taken 95 min-
utes. Could it?

Two nights later, the same
thing happened.

I've read a couple of articles
about people’s increased dreams
during the Time of Coronavirus,
but none of the psychologists
interviewed had a conclusive ex-
planation.

The big differences in my re-
cent dreams are the vividness
and the increased number of
people in them.

Usually, my dreams
three or four people, tops.

Lately, though, the dreams are
like big movie casts.

My daughter said hers have
more people too.

Our theory? Since our hu-
man interaction has decreased
so much, our brains are filling
in the blanks for the people we
normally see.

Interpreting dreams is always
a crapshoot, but only one of my
recent dreams has been obvious-
ly COVID-related.

In that one, everyone walked
around with literal 10-foot poles,
except for one person, who had
a 39-and-a-half-foot pole, an obvi-
ous reference to Dr. Seuss’s “How
the Grinch Stole Christmas.”

A friend of mine once said the
most boring thing you can pos-
sibly endure is listen to another
person describe, in painstaking
detail, one of their dreams.

I've definitely lived through
those, but I've also heard some
very bizarre dreams that were
actually entertaining.

I almost never have night-
mares, but a couple of years ago,
I woke myself up from my own
screaming. I was not specifical-
ly terrified in my dream, but I
was screaming out a warning to
someone else, who was about to
get attacked while we were in a
giant, old, abandoned, decaying
insane asylum.

“ st ar”

In one dream, I got a reassur-
ing message about an important
life decision not from a family
member, or a spiritual guide, but
Roger Staubach, former Dallas
Cowboys quarterback. Staubach
by the way, is the only Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Famer who went to
a New Mexico school. He at-
tended the New Mexico Military
Institute in Roswell before en-
tering the U.S. Naval Academy,
where he won the Heisman Tro-
phy in 1963. But I digress.

Or can you really digress when
discussing dreams? Part of the
fun is the stark, disconnected
plot changes featured in dreams.

I'm convinced I dream more
when I've eaten mushrooms, es-
pecially on a pizza or in pasta.
Does that mean it could actually
be the tomato sauce?

One of my favorite dream stories
involves the song “Ring of Fire.”

Country music legend June
Carter wrote the song, and gave
it to her sister, another member
of the famous Carter Family.

It didn’t do much for her, but the
song stuck in the head of Johnny
Cash, who at the time, had only re-
cently met June, who would even-
tually become his wife.

Then one night, Cash had a
dream. In the dream, “Ring of
Fire” was playing, but not in
a traditional country arrange-
ment. It was enhanced by Mexi-
can mariachi horns.

And thus, the song that be-
came one of the most signa