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New Mexico legislature to contemplate budget adjustments
BY PHIL SAN FILIPPO

This is not an enviable 
time to be a State Leg-
islator in any State, 

but it’s a particularly dif-
ficult time for New Mexico 
State legislators. New Mexi-
co is the only State Legis-
lature that is unpaid; but 
they do receive per diem 
during the session.  New 
Hampshire does not extend 
a salary but extends a $200 
per year per diem for their 
State Legislators. All other 
States, whether part-time or 
full-time, offer their legisla-
tors a salary ranging from 
$10,000 - $110,000 plus per 
diem expenses. Regardless 
of salary level, each of these 
legislators will have great 
challenges to bring their 
respective States’ economy 
back to resiliency.

New Mexico will have 
particular and unique chal-
lenges moving forward. 
With the New Mexico 
budget so reliant on gas 
and oil, the collapse of the 
oil market is causing New 
Mexico to face serious 
shortfalls moving forward. 
Thankfully, the Legislature 
in its wisdom, has set aside 

a cushion for unforeseen 
difficulties. However, I don’t 
believe anyone was pre-
pared for such a horrific cri-
sis as Covid 19 has caused.  
When the budget was being 
prepared, it was based on 
oil being at approximately 
$52 per barrel. Today, as 
I write this document, oil 
has climbed back to $24 per 
barrel after hitting negative 
numbers for the first time 
just a few weeks ago. As the 
economy begins to open up 
and people begin to move 
around again, there is no 
doubt that the demand for 
oil will increase and the 
price of oil will rise.

As the New Mexico Leg-
islators contemplate adjust-
ments to the budget, I hope 
they take notice of lessons 
learned from other States 
when crisis budget cutting 
was necessary. One of the 
biggest temptations is to cut 
the tourism budget. Many 
people consider it a non-
essential function of the 
State’s economy. Tourism is 
one of the top revenue-gen-
erating industries of the 

New Mexico. Tourism 
fills hotels, restaurants and 

attractions. Tourists tend to 
shop in our stores, pur-
chase goods and services 
and will help us stabilize 
our economy much faster. 
Tourists will also purchase 
gas and oil that will increase 
the demand and the cost 
per barrel to higher levels. 
Additionally, all of this 
increases gross receipts and 
income taxes to the state. In 
other words, the investment 
we make in marketing for 
tourists will generate many 

more dollars and help us 
restart our economy.

Of course, some will say 
summer is coming and 
New Mexico is amazing, so 
why spend money trying to 
bring tourists to New Mex-
ico when they will come 
with or without marketing? 
Other destinations have 
tried, and other destina-
tions have failed. These are 
unique times and the Covid 
19 pandemic has made 
many people a bit nervous 

to travel. No question there 
is pent-up demand for trav-
el; but there is also fear and 
apprehension. People, now 
more than ever, will need to 
be motivated to come. They 
will also need to be reas-
sured that not only is New 
Mexico open for business, 
but New Mexico is safely 
open for business.

Learning from Mistakes 
of Others

In 1994, Colorado was 
the top year-round destina-
tion. They had everything 
going for them. They were 
the top Ski destination and a 
top US summer destination. 
Colorado’s tourism budget 
tourism was approximately 
$12 million. The Colorado 
legislature made the decision 
to cut the budget. The reason 
was simple. Since Colorado 
was top year-round, every-
one knew about Colorado 
and there was no need to ad-
vertise. Over the next 7 years 
the results were devastating. 
According to Colorado 
estimates, the first year the 
State lost over $1 Billion of 
Revenue. Each year over the 
next six years the estimated 

revenue continued to decline. 
The Colorado Tourism Of-
fice was reopened 20 years 
ago, and they have aggres-
sively marketed to regain 
the market share they have 
lost. Although Colorado had 
managed to recapture its title 
as # 1 for Winter Vacations. 
Colorado has never fully 
recaptured its position as 
the # 1 Summer playground. 
There are always new and 
stronger competitors. Out 
of sight is simply out of 
mind in the tourism indus-
try and right now the stakes 
are just too high.

I urge our State Legis-
lature to be mindful in its 
deliberations. Any cuts to 
the Tourism budget could be 
very harmful to the recovery 
of our State. Hospitality is 
a major revenue driver that 
our state heavily relies on 
to put New Mexicans back 
to work and bring revenue 
back into our State’s coffers. 
Tourism Marketing supports 
hotels, restaurants, attrac-
tions, retail and so much 
of our State’s economy.  I 
urge our legislators to be 
thoughtful and mindful 
with their deliberations.

New Mexico faces budget questions. (Courtesy photo)
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F R O M  T H E  L O S  A M I G O S  C H A I R

It’s hard to believe that 
we are already in the 
month of May. These 

last two months have felt 
like an eternity, as if time 
has stood still. Not too 
long ago, everything was 
normal. We all were going 
through our daily routines, 
until our lives were turned 
upside down. Something 
called the Coronavirus or 
COVID-19, changed our 
lives forever. Everyone’s 
daily lives have been im-
pacted by this pandemic. 
We all must adapt to a new 
normal and for the near 
future, we will be living 
this new normal. 

The one bright star in 
this cloud of unknown is 
how communities have 
come together. It is heart-
warming to see the sup-
port of essential workers 
who risk their lives every 
day just by going to work. 
These workers continue 
to stock the shelves of 

our grocery stores, clean 
our offices and schools so 
that our children return 
to a safe environment, 
and take care of our loved 
ones at doctors’ offices and 
hospitals. The community 
has continued to come 
together by increasing vol-
unteering hours, donating 
basic-need items such as 
cleaning supplies and with 
monetary donations from 
individuals and compa-
nies, big and small. 

It’s because of those 
individual and company 

donations that the Com-
munity Foundation of 
Southern New Mexico, in 
partnership with the Unit-
ed Way of Southwest New 
Mexico, has been able to 
create the Nonprofit Emer-
gency Fund to provide 
micro-grants to nonprofit 
organizations in Southwest 
New Mexico, spanning 
seven counties; Doña Ana, 
Grant, Hidalgo, Lincoln, 
Luna, Otero and Sierra. 
During this pandemic, 
nonprofit services have be-
come essential, with a high 
demand from individuals 
and families because of 
the increase in unem-
ployment. However, with 
the increase in need of 
services, on the other end, 
there has been an eco-
nomic downfall with the 
decrease in monetary do-
nations. The fund, which 
operates on an as-needed 
basis, assists nonprofits in 
time of great need due to a 

community need, natural 
disaster and/or response 
to overwhelming loss of 
operational revenues dur-
ing this COVID-19 health 
pandemic.

Emergency assistance 
is an integral part of our 
mission at the United Way. 
Our efforts to mobilize 
the caring power of our 
community are only 
made possible with the 
collaboration with the 
Community Foundation 
of Southern New Mexico. 
Our hope with the fund 
is to help sustain those 
organizations doing im-
portant work in the region 
so they can keep serving 
our community even in 
times of crisis. Nonprofits 
truly are a vital part of this 
community. As of today, 
the Community Founda-
tion of Southern New 
Mexico and United Way 
of Southwest New Mexico 
have provided funding to 

29 organizations in the 
southwest region. These 
grants range from $500 
to $5,000 specifically for 
agencies with an organiza-
tional budget of $500,000 
or less.

It is because of collabo-
rations with partners like 
the Community Founda-
tion and the generos-
ity from our community 
members that nonprofit 
organizations can continue 
to operate and thrive in 
these times of uncertainty. 
As a nonprofit organiza-
tion, I (United Way) can-
not imagine accomplish-
ing the work that we do 
daily without the generos-
ity of our donors and sup-
port from our nonprofit 
partners. So, as we are 
still adjusting to this new 
normal and find new daily 
routines, I would just like 
to say thank you to our 
community!

Coming Together in a Time of Need

AMANDA
MORALES
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www.celestialhearing.com

2001 E. Lohman Ave.,  
Ste. 112 
Las Cruces

Here’s wishing Here’s wishing 
you Health and you Health and 
Happiness!Happiness!

CALL NOW!  (575) 232-9022

Though our office Though our office 
is closed, we may is closed, we may 
be able to arrange be able to arrange 
curbside service!curbside service!



Moving Forward Safely Through COVID-19
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

Who would have 
imagined that 
since the 1918 

Spanish Flu which affected 
500 million people, we 
would again be invaded 
with another pandemic 100 
years later? Who would be-
lieve that people across the 
world would have to shelter 
in place to help slow the 
spread of the COVID-19 
virus?

Like many New Mexi-
cans across the state we 
stayed home to help reduce 
the spread of this deadly 
virus. Since March 23 until 
now I have been out of the 
house about three times a 
week to support our local 
restaurants and to pick up 
ordered-online groceries. 
Each time, I was equipped 
with my mask, gloves, 
Clorox wipes and hand 
sanitizer. For now, this may 
be the way to safely move 
forward.

COVID-19 has changed 
the world and has disrupted 
major industries such as 
tourism and manufacturing, 
and many other sectors 
have been horribly af-
fected. Small businesses 

have been hit the hardest. 
33 million people have lost 
their jobs and have filed 
for unemployment in the 
last month. People who are 
still working, may have had 
their incomes cut up to 50 
percent or more. 

On a positive note, we 
have our essential workers. 
They are our heroes who 
are out there trying to take 
care of us each and every 
day. We are truly thankful 
for the first responders, the 
medical professionals, care 
givers, the financial institu-
tions, the food pantries, the 
curbside restaurants, hotels, 
grocery-store employees, 

truckers, deliver workers, 
farmers and the sanitation 
workers. They are the indi-
viduals providing us with 
the essential services we 
need. These are the heroes 
that we praise for their hard 
work and commitment in 
keeping our community 
moving forward.

We applaud all the other 
nonprofit organizations 
who have come together to 
help provide their guidance 
and support for our com-
munity, including Non-
profits Families and Youth, 
Aprendamos Intervention 
Team, the Community 
Foundation of Southern 
New Mexico, the United 
Way of Southwest New 
Mexico and the Roadrun-
ner Food Bank and many 
more. I know that Lorenzo 
Alba, our chairman and 
the executive director of 
Casa de Peregrinos, along 
with his amazing staff, have 
been working diligently 
and overtime to ensure the 
families in our county have 
nutritional food and water.

We at the LCHCC would 
also like to acknowledge all 
the local individuals that 

are committed in helping 
our community. Debbie 
Moore, president and CEO 
of the Greater Las Cruces 
Chamber of Commrce and 
chair for the New Mexico 
Chamber Executive As-
sociation, along with all the 
other chambers statewide 
are collaborating on ways to 
help business communities 
with weekly communica-
tion and resources. The 
statewide communication 
will help keep us moving 
forward.

There are so many indi-
viduals who have been local 
and state champions, like 
restaurant owner and entre-
preneur Marci Dickerson 
of "The Game" and NMSU 
regent Ammu Devasthali of 
the Devasthali Family Fund 
and State Auditor Brian 
Colon, just to name a few.  
They have made outstand-
ing contributions in our 
community.

So, as our governor 
proceeds with plans to re-
open our state and loosen 
up some of its restrictions, 
we all must move forward 
continuing to be safe in 
how we maneuver around 

each other. Moving forward 
correctly will determine 
how we can defeat this 
deadly virus.

If you are able to donate 
or safely volunteer some 
time at a nonprofit charity 
like a food bank, that would 
be wonderful. I know that 
we are a resilient com-
munity and we will come 
together more united. We 
will move forward as we 
start to get back to some 
normality. 

Your Las Cruces Hispanic 
Chamber will continue to 
keep you, our members, 
informed on all COVID-19 
and governmental updates. 
During these difficult times 
we are here for you. As a 
member of the Las Cruces 

Hispanic Chamber we are 
able to help you promote 
your business re-opening 
opportunities and services 
throughout our database. 
We could even recognize 
an unsung hero from your 
organization. Simply send 
us your information on a 
flyer in a jpeg format to cr@
lascruceshispanicchamber.
com and we will e-blast it 
for you free of charge.

Your LCHCC appreciates 
your support and we look 
forward to serving you. We 
want to remind you to keep 
social distancing in place, 
wash your hands often and 
please express kindness 
to everyone as we move 
forward. 

Stay healthy and safe.

CURTIS
ROSEMOND

LAS CRUCES
HISPANIC CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE
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575-639-2495

Congratulations! 
Need help furnishing your “new” home?

Fine selection of furniture, bedroom and 
dining sets, lamps and household items! 

Dining tables starting at $50.

1250 West Picacho - Right next door to Antiques & Crafts Marketplace!
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Recycle • Repurpose • GO GREEN − BUY PREOWNED!
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F R O M  O U R  U . S .  S E N AT O R

BY U.S. SEN. TOM UDALL
The COVID-19 pandemic 

has struck our nation like 
none other in 100 years, and 
has been a disaster for public 
health and the economy.  New 
Mexico’s working families and 
small businesses have taken a 
hard hit. 

I am laser-focused on mak-
ing sure that New Mexico 
families and small businesses 
stay safe and financially secure, and that 
our frontline healthcare providers have 
the critical resources they need to do their 
jobs while staying safe themselves. 

Congress has passed four relief pack-
ages, totaling almost $3 trillion – a historic 
amount.  While all bills passed on a strong 
bipartisan basis, there were intense nego-
tiations in which Democrats succeeded in 
securing:

• Increased funding for small businesses 
to support their payrolls, 

• Improved unemployment benefits for 
workers who lost their jobs, 

• Increased funding for hospitals and 
frontline healthcare workers, 

• Increased funding for testing neces-
sary to restart the economy safely, and 

• Greater support for state and local 
governments facing budget disaster and $10 
billion dedicated to Tribal governments.

A centerpiece of this legislative work is 
the Paycheck Protection Program or “PPP” 
that gives small businesses loans of up to 
$10 million.  The loans turn into grants if 
businesses maintain their payrolls.

 Through the first round of funding, 

8,277 loans for New Mexico 
small businesses were approved 
for a total of over $1.4 billion.  
This represents real relief for 
struggling businesses. 

However, we’ve seen the 
stories of bigger businesses 
crowding out smaller ones for 
PPP funding.  We’ve seen large 
banks catering to “preferred” 
customers to the exclusion of 
smaller businesses – businesses 

that are truly struggling to stay afloat.
For the second round of PPP funding, I 

pushed to dedicate a significant portion to 
underserved businesses, including minor-
ity and women-owned businesses, and 
businesses without an established relation-
ship with a big bank.  We succeeding in 
setting aside $60 billion, out of $310 bil-
lion, for these businesses to bank through 
small and community-based lenders.

Getting unprecedented amounts of 
funding out the door hasn’t been without 
implementation problems – and we’re 
pushing federal agencies to get funding 
where it needs to go fast.  

But, New Mexico is seeing real dol-
lars flow in. State government and local 
municipalities will shire $1.25 billion.  
Over $226 million has gone to hundreds 
of hospitals and healthcare facilities.  We’ll 
receive over $84 million for education and 
$6.5 million for testing. 

Congress’ work is far from done.  I 
remain committed to working around 
the clock to keep New Mexicans safe and 
financially secure, and to coming out on 
the other end a stronger nation.

UDALL

F R O M  O U R  U . S .  S E N AT O R

Small Businesses Need Our Support
BY U.S. SENATOR 
MARTIN HEINRICH

Small businesses and non-
profits in southern New Mexico 
are the cornerstones of thriving 
communities and need support 
now more than ever. I am 
deeply aware of how much this 
public health crisis has wreaked 
havoc on employers and their 
workers across every industry 
and in every corner of our state. 
Whole sectors of our economy, including 
our tourism and hospitality industries, have 
been completely upended.

The measures we have taken to make 
sure everyone stays home are absolutely the 
right thing to do to protect the health of 
our families, neighbors, and friends. But we 
need to make sure all of those who tempo-
rarily shut down their businesses or were 
forced to lay off workers and staff for this 
righteous cause can access critical support.

I fought hard to secure major economic 
relief measures for small businesses and 
non-profits hurt by the coronavirus 
pandemic in the CARES Act—the $2.2. 
trillion law that Congress passed in March. 
The CARES Act includes $349 billion for 
the Paycheck Protection Program – or PPP 
– which can provide up to $10 million in 
loans from the for small businesses and 
nonprofits with up to 500 employees.

In April, Congress passed an additional 
$310 billion for the Paycheck Protection 
Program with $30 billion reserved specifi-
cally for community-based lenders, small 
banks, and credit unions and $30 billion 
for mid-sized banks and credit unions. It 
also expands small business support by 
including another $50 billion for the Small 
Business Administration's (SBA) Econom-
ic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL), and $10 
billion in SBA emergency disaster grants.

It is clearly urgent to get 
more funds into programs that 
can serve as critical lifelines for 
small businesses that are really 
struggling right now. I have 
been disappointed and deeply 
frustrated with the shortcom-
ings in the delivery of these 
programs by the Trump admin-
istration and will continue to 
hold them accountable. I hope 
the additional funding and key 

fixes we have made to these programs will 
allow the New Mexico small businesses 
who need help—not just those who are 
well-connected—to finally receive it.

There is still much more work ahead that 
will require major investments in a broader 
public health response that's rooted in 
science, and a strong long-term economic 
recovery in the aftermath of the pandemic. 
I am working night and day to secure ad-
ditional funding to support the lifesaving 
work being done by New Mexico’s health 
care providers. We must also scale up a 
much larger, national testing infrastructure 
that is absolutely critical to restoring confi-
dence and reopening our economy.

Resuming normal life relies on making 
COVID-19 testing readily available across 
the country, and ensuring that data is ac-
cessible and transparent. Until researchers 
develop scientifically validated therapies 
and vaccines, testing is the only way we can 
provide businesses and consumers with the 
certainty and confidence to reopen safely.

I am committed to working with all 
of you in the days and months ahead 
to rebuild thriving businesses and local 
economies across our state. Please don't 
hesitate to contact my office if I can help 
you and your business or organization by 
visiting Heinrich.Senate.Gov or calling my 
Las Cruces office at (575) 523-6561.

HEINRICH

The Covid-19 Crisis: We must keep 
our focus on working families and 
small businesses
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DESERT HOME SENTRY, LLC
PROFESSIONAL HOME WATCHING SERVICE

So many things can happen to an unoccupied home.  
Let us be your eyes and ears in your absence, your trusted sentry!

For more information visit or call: DesertHomeSentry.com

Tracy (505) 350-0077 • Darold (505) 228-7847

LET US TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR 
PEST CONTROL NEEDS!
ROACHES, MICE, BEDBUGS,  

SPIDERS & TERMITES
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Dona Ana Pest Control Inc. , PO Box 1225, Las Cruces, NM 88004 www.meetlascruces.com/Dona-Ana-Pest-Control-in-Las-Cruces

(575) 523-4295 



FROM OUR U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

Fighting for New Mexico’s Small 
Businesses, Pushing for Increased 
SBA Transparency

BY U.S. REPRESENTATIVE 
XOCHITL TORRES SMALL

I’m fighting for our small 
businesses to get the federal 
relief they deserve. 

Over the past two to three 
weeks, despite hundreds of 
billions of dollars being loaned 
by the SBA (Small Business 
Administration), there are still 
too many small mom and pop 
businesses in southern New 
Mexico who haven’t received 
relief and are worried if they ever will.  

After Congress passed the first round 
of relief for small businesses through the 
bipartisan CARES Act, I stayed in close 
contact. It was clear an undue number 
of New Mexican small businesses were 
crowded out by larger business with more 
access and familiarity with the SBA system. 

In an effort to prevent this from hap-
pening again, I fought to ensure that the 
latest round of relief funding, which started 
last week, dedicated money to small and 
community lenders that traditionally serve 
our rural areas and smallest businesses. I’m 
proud to report the Paycheck Protection 
Program and Health Care Enhancement 
Act, which President Trump signed into 
law on April 23, 2020, included a dedicated 
$60 billion within the PPP for community 
lenders, more than $50 billion to expand 
EIDL, and expanded EIDL eligibility to 
include our farmers and ranchers. 

Applications for PPP reopened on 
Monday, April 27th with replenished fund-
ing from this legislation. Following this 

application open, I hosted an-
other call with dozens of small 
business owners, chambers of 
commerce, and economic de-
velopment councils from across 
central and southern New 
Mexico. It’s clear, to make sure 
our community receives the 
relief needed, U.S. Treasury and 
SBA must increase transparency 
and accountability of their PPP, 
specifically by disclosing which 
businesses have received loans. 

Congress passed legislation to help our 
small businesses who are the backbones of 
our local economies, not big corporations. 
It’s time for the SBA to show New Mexican 
taxpayers where their money went. 

While we work to ensure a fair process 
and deliver relief, we must also develop an 
innovative, responsible, and data-driven 
path forward to gradually reopen our 
economy and bring people back to work. 
Investing in the state’s testing and tracking 
capabilities is a crucial component of this 
to support business owners and protect 
public health. I will be working alongside 
our public health officials, local officials, 
and businesses to make sure we are sup-
porting both.

As we continue to serve those who are 
hurting, I am continually inspired every 
day by New Mexicans’ kindness, selfless-
ness, and willingness to work together 
to help their community. There is a long 
road ahead of us to heal and rebuild our 
economy. I will be there fighting for you 
each step of the way.

TORRES 
SMALL
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SHOP ONLINE WITH US!
COYOTETRADERS.COM/SHOP

1024 W PICACHO AVE • 575-524-0040 • COYOTETRADERS.COM C

Get better TV 
with Sky View Satellite.

Check out our deals made just for the military, 
first responders, and Americans 55 or older.

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE
We have an exclusive offer with savings 

of $500+ over two years – with no 
upfront cost.

FOR THOSE 55 AND OLDER
Spend more time watching and less 
time worrying with this deal specially 

created for those 55 and older.

Requires credit qualification, validation of status as active 
duty, veteran, or first responder, 2-year commitment with 

early termination fee, and eAutoPay.

Age verification may be required.

ASK US HOW TO INTEGRATE                  INTO YOUR VIEWING EXPERIENCE!
Requires internet-connected receiver and Netflix subscription.

Sky View Satellite  |  575-636-2313
2001 E. Lohman Ave., Suite 119, Las Cruces, NM 88001

skyviewsatelliteinc.com
We accept most insurances, Including Medicaid.

650 Montana, Suite E, 
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Family Counseling Associates is now accepting new clients and 
client referrals. Whether you are a family of one or living with 

many, we have skilled experienced therapists to help.

Diana Telles, M.S., LMFT
(575) 644-2400

Se Habla Espanol

Gregory Gonzales,
M.S., LPCC

(575) 202-7047

FREE HEARING SCREENING 
USING YOUR MEDICARE CARD  
Call Now: 575-800-0887
920 N. Telshor, Las Cruces, NM 
www.HearOnEarthNM.com



BY MARCUS PINTO

The coronavirus is extremely 
contagious and now poses 
imminent threat to the 

United States. It's been found 
that it can survive up to nine 
days on many common surfaces. 
It's important to make disinfec-
tion of these surfaces a priority 
in every office, due to how many 
people end up touching them on 
a regular basis. 

I shouldn’t have to tell you that 
if you’re feeling symptoms of a 
cold or flu, you should stay home 
until you recover. If you are a 
manager, you should avoid pres-
suring employees to come to the 
office when they are sick as well. 
This is common knowledge, but 
it doesn’t always happen. Simi-
larly, I shouldn’t have to stress the 
importance of handwashing. The 
majority of infections are trans-
mitted through the hands and 
despite the constant emphasis 
placed on handwashing, the ma-
jority of people don’t effectively 
wash their hands with soap. 

What this means is that even if 
you only show up to work when 
you are healthy and you fre-
quently and effectively wash your 
hands with soap, you are still 
susceptible to getting sick due to 
other people’s lack of emphasis 
on hygiene. Think of all the items 
that are frequently touched in an 
office. I sit right across from the 
break room in my office and can 
count at least five people who 
have touched the coffee machine 
this morning. A couple of feet to 
my right, one of my coworkers 
is currently showing another co-
worker something on her phone. 
We don’t think about how others 
can disrupt our hygiene and 
easily get us sick, but it happens 
every day.

This is a great concern dur-
ing flu season. With coronavirus 
shaking up the world the way it 
has, it has to be treated with the 
highest importance. Research has 
shown that the coronavirus can 
survive nine days on surfaces that 
haven’t been disinfected. Door 

handles, refrigerator doors and 
even shopping carts pose a risk. 
Thank goodness my local grocery 
store has disinfectant wipes by 
the entrance for me to wipe the 
handle of my shopping cart. Even 
when we are removed from flu 
season and coronavirus – I don’t 
know who’s touched that surface. 

In an office, however, there 
are many people with unknown 
hand hygiene. Therefore, you 
should make sure you disinfect 

commonly used surfaces. It’s 
been proven that disinfection 
significantly reduces coronavirus 
infectivity and is a great way to 
stay safe. It’s better to be a germo-
phobe than to put your health in 
danger. Many people don’t think 
something serious can happen to 
them until it does.

Some of the surfaces that many 
people never think to wash can 
actually be the most contagious. 
Surfaces such as keyboards, mice 

and tablets typically have more 
bacteria than a toilet seat. Think 
about it. If you constantly dis-
infect your toilet seat but never 
do anything about the bacteria 
in your keyboard, what do you 
expect is going to happen? 

What I highly recommend is 
getting medical-grade, water-
proof keyboards and computer 
mice as well as medical screen 
protectors for your touchscreens. 
Seal Shield, an infection preven-
tion company, manufactures all 
of these products with unique 
antimicrobial-product protection 
as well as the ability to withstand 
harsh cleaning products. Where-
as most keyboards, mice and 
touchscreens get severely dam-
aged by disinfection (frustrating, 
I know) Seal Shield’s devices 
allow for your office to undergo 
the same disinfection routines 
as hospitals if you so desire. 
Disinfecting the frequently used 
surfaces in your office can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of getting 
coronavirus for your whole staff.

How to avoid the Spread of Coronavirus in your Office
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BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS
2001 E Lohman, #130, Las Cruces, NM 88001

(575) 523-5489  www.wbu.com/lascruces

Staying Home?
We’re offering CURBSIDE PICKUP or DELIVERY at  
MyWBU.com/lascruces or call 575-523-5489 or  

575-339-5672. Stay healthy and enjoy your birds at home!

Jackie Edwards, CIMA®, CRPC®

Las Cruces Independent Branch
141 S. Roadrunner Pkwy, Suite #141C
575-993-5050
schwab.com/lascruces

Transparency. Choice. Value. Local relationship. 
National breadth. 24/7 support. Low cost. 
w prices. Investment tools. Straightforward pricing. 
Specialists. Your investing needs are Trust seard 
peSuppttrt. as unique as our town. National breadth. 
ment Toeat. Choice. Value. Local relationship. 
National breadth. 24/7 support. Low cost. ment 
tools. Research. 401(k)s. Tax planning. Specialists. 
Transparency. Value. Local relationship. Mutual funds 
& ETFs. 24/7 support. Low cost. Estate planning. 
Investment tools. Straightforward pricing. Specialists. 
Transparency. Choice. Value. Local relationship. 
National breadth. 24/7 support. Low cost. Research. 
Investment tools. Straightforward pricing. Specialists. 
Transparency. Choice. Value. Local relationship. 
National breadth. 24/7 support. Low cost. Research. 
Investment tools. Straightforward pricing. Specialists. ©2019 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) Member SIPC.

All rights reserved. MWD613-29a (1018-8X9S) (8/19)

National breadth. 24/7 support. Low cost. ment 
tools. Research. 401(k)s. Tax planning. Specialists. 
Transparency. Value. Local relationship. Mutual funds 
& ETFs. 24/7 support. Low cost. Estate planning. 
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HOUSE FILLER

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently 
owned and operated. © Home Instead, Inc. 2019

575.522.7133
HomeInstead.com/138

Help your loved 
one make a safe 

return home.

YELLOWBIRDAC.COM • YELLOWBIRDSOLAR.COM
575-449-3277

Lic #380200 • 4.38 kw • 
$36,000 financed at 2.99% is 

combo price $89.94 for 
18 months then re-amortize OAC.

Amana 
Lifetime 

Warranty 
Last AC 

You’ll Ever 
Buy

25 YEAR WARRANTY

$89.94
A MONTH

COMBINED

SAVE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL EACH MONTH

GET SOLAR & AC 
AND SAVE BIG

2437 South Telshor Boulevard
575-532-1731 • sleeplc.com

AASM Accredited Sleep Center

Do You Have Trouble Sleeping?
Call us today!

Our Sleep Center is dedicated to the diagnosis and treatment of 
sleep apnea, snoring, restless legs and evaluation of insomnia.

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

No login. 
No fees. 

Check out the entire Bulletin 
in our weekly e-edition.

Always at your 
fingertips! 

141  ROADRUNNER PKWY,  LAS CRUCES, NM. 88011
(575) 522-3698

EXPECT BETTER

PROUDLY SERVING LAS CRUCES AFTER CARING FOR  
NEW MEXICANS FOR MORE THAN 60 YEARS!

• Long-term care

• Skilled nursing

• Assisted Living

• Hospice and more

R
X
 Innovations is a local, comprehensive pharmacy for all types of facilities

• DD Waiver

Call us today! 575-288-1412

Ask your provider if they utilize the many benefits of R
X
 Innovations, such as: Blister or multi-dose 

packaging, OTC’s & FREE Delivery. Learn more about what we do at www.rxinnovationslc.net

SPRING SPECIAL!
Save this coupon & receive up to 
5% OFF total house restoration!

Stucco Repair & Restoration • Interior & Exterior painting 
Gutters • Window & Door Replacement • Roof Coating

Let us give you a free estimate to make your home 
beautiful as we have for your neighbors & our 

community over the last 30 years.

engelcoatings.com      (575) 642-5481
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Get your Bulletin at home
If you’re not already 
receiving the Las Cruces 
Bulletin at your home, call 
today to subscribe for just 
$54 a year. 
Or if you do receive the 
Bulletin, maybe you have 
a friend or loved one who 
would like to receive it.

1740-A Calle de Mercado, Las Cruces
575-524-8065

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

Call the Bulletin today, 
at 575-524-8061, or email 
circulation director 
Teresa Tolonen, 
teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com
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NEWS

SPORTS

Richard Coltharp never mentions 
you-know-what 

page 6

Local swim squad brings home  
some gold 
page 30

NEWS Beware of scams in times of 
COVID-19 
page 4

Graduation may be postponed, but the very class of graduates from the 

Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine will soon be headed out to begin 

their residency programs all over the United States, with 41 of them staying 
right here in the southwest region. See the full story on page 3. 

AND THEY’RE OFF!
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GuideGuide

InsideInside

If  you plan to visit  our hospital,  your primar y care provider or an 
urgent clinic,  please call  ahead before you go and let them know if  

you are experiencing symptoms related to COVID-19.

The award-winning ABC 
comedy “Modern Family” airs 

its series finale Wednesday.

The Pritchett-Dunphy band is breaking up: 
‘Modern Family’ signs off

6 x 4” ad

2 x 5.5” ad

April 3 - 9, 2020

Your Weekly TV & 
Entertainment Guide

GET SOLAR & AC 
AND SAVE BIG

575-449-3277
YELLOWBIRDAC.COM • YELLOWBIRDSOLAR.COM

SAVE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL EACH MONTH

Amana Lifetime Warranty
Last AC You’ll Every Buy

Lic #380200 • 4.38 kw • $36,000 financed at 2.99% is combo 
price $89.94 for 18 months then re-amortize OAC.

25 YEAR
WARRANTY

$89.94
A MONTH

COMBINED

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2020  I  Volume 52, Number 15   I   lascrucesbulletin.com

Local news and entertainment since 1969

ARTS

NEWS

WELLBEING 

Weaving is music 
transformed  
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YOUR Business is OUR Business!

By DEBBI 
MOORE
GLCCC CEO/

President

At the 
printing of  
this publica-

tion, we will be just a few 

short days away from Easter 

2020. This holiday finds us 

facing a much different cel-

ebration than prior years.  

Easter egg hunts will be 

smaller, held in backyards 

or not held at all. Religious 

celebrations will be viewed 

on our computers, smart 

phones or televisions instead 

of  attending in person. Fam-

ily gatherings will be much, 

much smaller. Yes, things are 

different, aren’t they?

It goes without saying that 

the definition of  “business as 

usual” and “normalcy” have 

taken on drastic new mean-

ings with the COVID-19 virus. 

First and foremost, the health 

of  our neighbors is weighing 

heavy on our hearts. To stop 

the spread of  this dreaded 

virus, drastic measures have 

been taken to keep our com-

munity healthy.  In these 

moments of  ever changing 

information, we find our-

selves trying to separate 

truth from fiction. Holding 

on to faith, rather than giv-

ing into fear, becomes over-

whelming at best. Remember 

that sometimes, the brightest 

lights are found in the dark-

est of  times.
We have come face to face 

with this world-wide pan-

demic and our hearts break 

to know we have lost loved 

ones to this terrible virus. 

We have “social distanced,” 

stayed home, canceled gath-

erings and postponed events. 

We have had to give up shak-

ing hands, giving hugs and 

overall personal interactions. 

We have learned that life 

is fragile in so many, many 

ways.  We have seen our 

economy come to an abrupt 

stand still and our neighbors 

lose their jobs. We stare at 

the future with anxiety, brac-

ing ourselves for our journey 

into the unknown.
As I have set up my home 

office and begun my new 

“normal,” at least for now, I 

became keenly aware of  the 

silence in my home. The loss 

of  my husband 18 months ago 

came back to me in such an 

overwhelming tidal wave, as 

if  I had returned to the very 

day of  my loss.  I was suddenly 

“alone” with a brand new 

definition. As the days have 

gone into weeks and I have 

spoken with people over the 

phone and via social media, it 

dawned on me that the feeling 

many of  us are experiencing 

is indeed grief. We are griev-

ing all that was routine to us. 

We are grieving lack of  cer-

tainty. We are grieving. And 

just as I have moved forward 

for the past 18 months, one 

step at a time, we will do the 

same…moving forward to-

gether as a community.

We have seen the loss of  

being able to walk into a place 

of  business, dine-in at a 

restaurant or meet a friend 

for coffee. We have seen the 

heartbreak in business own-

ers’ eyes as they have had to 

make the hardest of  decisions 

with regards to their staff. We 

have seen our children see a 

new norm in their education 

‘Las Cruces Strong’ bolstered
by ‘Las Cruces Kindness’

See STRONG | 3

LE-ELECTRIC.COM

1997777
SSIINNCCEE

QUALITYWITHPOWERCONNECTINGCONNECTING POWER WITH QUALITY

SSIINNCCEE

11997777

LE-ELECTRIC.COM

LLLLEEEE  
Electric Inc.Electric Inc.

LLEE--EELLEECCTTRRIICC..CCOOMM

575-526-8483575-526-8483
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MOON

The Pink Moon is one of the traditional names of the April full moon, according to Native American 

lore. It is also called the Full Sprouting Grass Moon, Egg Moon and, among coastal tribes, Full Fish 

Moon. It is the first full moon of the spring. The April full moon is also called the Paschal (“the 

passing over”) Full Moon and is the full moon that determines what date Easter will be designated 

each year. This year’s full “Pink Moon” came at 8:35 p.m. MDT Tuesday, April 7. Easter is Sunday, 

April 12. Here’s a thought to bring both together: try dying some of this year’s Easter eggs pink!
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“Born Wild: Earth Day 
Live” airs Wednesday 

on National Geographic 
and Nat Geo Wild.

Programmers mark 50 years 
of Earth Day

6 x 4” ad

2 x 5.5” ad

April 17 - 23, 2020

Your Weekly TV & 
Entertainment Guide

YELLOWBIRDAC.COM • YELLOWBIRDSOLAR.COM
575-449-3277

Lic #380200 • 4.38 kw •
$36,000 financed at 2.99% is

combo price $89.94 for
18 months then re-amortize OAC.

Amana
Lifetime

Warranty
Last AC

You’ll Ever
Buy

25 YEAR WARRANTY

$89.94
A MONTH

COMBINED

SAVE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL EACH MONTH

GET SOLAR & AC
AND SAVE BIG

Local news and
entertainment

since 1969

1740-A Calle de Mercado, Las Cruces
575-524-8065

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

Local news and
Thank you, Las Cruces

By now it should be no surprise.
We watched and reported as you 

raised millions of dollars to fight 
breast cancer through the Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink campaign, named the most 
successful of its kind in the nation.

We watched and reported as you were 
named the most giving and charitable 
market in America.

We watched and reported as you 
responded with action and compassion 
during the migrant crisis of 2019.

And now we watch and report as Las 
Cruces reacts and responds to something 
none of us has any experience with.

As soon as it was announced schools 
would be closing two extra weeks at spring 
break to fight the spread of the COVID-19 
virus, our citizens and businesses sprung 
into action to ensure those children had free 

or at-cost meals if needed.
Local funds and programs were 

established almost immediately to help 
those who lost work when businesses were 
forced to close. 

In the meantime, even though a 
community as friendly as ours doesn’t 
enjoy it, we’ve done a good job keeping our 
distance from each other. New Mexico’s 
rates of infection are lower and less deadly 
than almost any state in the country. It’s 
nice to be rated highly in something good 
for a change.

Unfortunately, the numbers will likely 
continue to rise before they drop. Our 
thoughts and prayers will be with those 
families affected.

Still, our community will carry on. We will 
carry on through the crisis, as businesses and 
individuals work to help us through.

And we will carry on after the crisis, 
working to re-build what has been lost. 
And a lot has been lost.

Thanks to you, the Las Cruces Bulletin 
has been part of this community for 50 
years, and even though there has been lots 
to be proud of in that half-century, this 
could prove to be this great city’s finest 
moment. 

Hang in there, and keep washing those 
hands.

Look for the Las Cruces Bulletin every 
Friday at newsstands and in your 
driveway. Check us out 24/7 at
www.lascrucesbulletin.com.
And to subscribe to our email newsletter, 
the eBulletin, send a request to
ian@lascrucesbulletin.com.
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‘Art With Heart’  
enlivens community  

page 19

Tracey Bryan  
finds reasons to  

be grateful  
page 25

NMSU pitching in 
on virus fight   

page 3
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STARS, STRIPES AND SOLIDARITY

STARS, STRIPES 
STARS, STRIPES AND SOLIDARITY
AND SOLIDARITY

Residents of Las Cruces’ La Plata Drive are flying their American flags in support of those on the front lines of the battle against COVID-19. “I decided that my 

husband and I would fly our American flag until this pandemic is over as a positive show of support for the citizens of this country and the belief that we will 

get through this together,” said resident Susie Coker. “Most of the folks on our street agreed to do the same. It is so nice to look up and down our street and 

know that we neighbors are supporting each other, as well as our community and country.”

DECLUTTER & STAY COMPLIANT!
Go DIGITAL  for 2020!

•• MEDIA AND ELECCTTRONIC DEVICE SEECCURE
IINNFORMATION DDESSTRUCTION

• OFFICCEE RECCORDS MANAAGGEMEENNT

• ONN/OFF SITE SSHREDDDING SERVICCES

• MMOORRE THAN 11.225 MIILLLLIION
CUBIIC-FOOT STORAGE FACILITYY

• CLIMATEE CONTROL VAULT

• DDOOCCUUMMENNTT SSCCAANNNIINNGG

American Document Services
300A N. 17th St. Las Cruces, NM 88005
647-0060 • adslcnm.com

Doing business in Southern NM andWest Texas for
over 15 years, our locally owned and operated family

business offers the following solutions for you:

Thomas Branigan Library goes digital!

Now you can read, listen, watch, and even 
learn a new language on your mobile device or 
computer, 24/7, and totally FREE.

 

Sign up for your library card and access a 
huge collection of ebooks, digital magazines, 
audiobooks, language courses, and databases.

Get your Library card 
right now and unlock 
the knowledge.

Call 575-528-4000 for details.

We are Quality of Life. We are Las Cruces!

200 E. Picacho Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575.528.4000
library.las-cruces.org


