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law enforcements officers

who have behaved in extraor-
dinarily kind and compassionate
ways. They have responded with
care to dangerous situations and
shown compassion to those who
seem to be undeserving and in
the wrong. When I hear terrible
things about individuals and de-
partments, I feel distanced from
that. I feel safe in my southern
New Mexico haven but I know
the same things are happening
right here, right now.

When I saw the use the acro-
nym ACAB in a Facebook post
and learned it stands for “All
Cops are Bastards,” I was horri-
fied and indignant. I see police
officers helping injured animals;
taking the lead in Special Olym-
pics fundraising; holding year-
ly solemn events honoring the
9/11 first responders, so many
of whom of course were law en-
forcement officers; and so much
more good in the community.
How can they all be bastards?

Looking into it more I see
ACAB, despite the specific impli-
cation, actually refers to the po-
lice as an institution and does not
necessarily reflect upon the indi-
vidual law enforcement officer.
Its use is a response to police ac-
tions that have historically been
perceived as abusive, obnoxious,
corrupt and vindictive. Context

Ihave watched and know many
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What do you Mean?

Misleading slogans can damage a cause

is everything in this case. ACAB
has been used by groups on all
sides, from disruptive racist alt-
right factions to current anti-rac-
ist protesters. Either way, as a
way to indicate displeasure with
an institution and system, it is a
misleading phrase and there are
better choices for signage.

A better choice for those pro-
test signs might be #8cantwait,
which boils down to a call for po-
lice policy reforms. The #8cant-
wait campaign calls for com-
munities to adopt eight specific
policies aimed modifies use of
force procedures by law enforce-
ment.

Those suggested policies are:

¢ Ban chokeholds and strangle-
holds;

¢ Require de-escalation train-

ing;
¢ Require warning before
shooting;

¢ Requires all alternatives be-
fore shooting, including using
non-force and less-lethal force
options;

¢ Duty to intervene proposes
officers be required to intervene
and stop excessive force used
by other officers and report inci-
dents immediately;

eBan shooting at moving vehi-
cles;

e Establish a force continu-
um that restricts the most se-
vere types of force to the most

extreme situations and creates
clear policy restrictions on the
use of each police weapon and
tactic;

¢ Require comprehensive re-
porting for officers to report each
time they use force or threaten to
use force against civilians.

When I hear calls to “defund
the police,” my brain sees a film-
strip of “The Purge” type of imag-
es with people running rampant
in the streets. The truth again is
different. Defunding the police
could mean building a new mod-
el of public safety. Moving mon-
ey from police departments into
community-based safety strat-
egies including mental health
services, emergency medical ser-
vices and fire departments.

The idea does not necessarily
mean getting rid of the police alto-
gether. Rather, it would mean re-
ducing police budgets and reallo-
cating those funds to crucial and
sometimes neglected areas in-
cluding education, public health,
housing and youth services.

According to an article in “The
Cut,” success is predicated on the
belief that investing in communi-
ties would act as a better deter-
rent to crime by directly address-
ing societal problems like poverty,
mental illness, and homelessness
— issues that advocates say po-
lice are poorly equipped to han-
dle, and yet are often tasked with.

According to some estimates, law
enforcement spends 21 percent of
its time responding to and trans-
porting people with mental ill-
nesses. Police are also frequently
dispatched to deal with people ex-
periencing homelessness, causing
them to be incarcerated at a dis-
proportionate rate.

In 2015, the Washington Post
found that one in four people
killed by a police officer suffered
from a serious mental illness at
the time of their death. In certain
situations, this kind of scenario
could be decreased by replacing
some police officers with trained
social workers or specialized re-
sponse teams.

“Municipalities can begin by
changing policies or statutes, so
police officers never respond to
certain kinds of emergencies,
including ones that involve sub-
stance abuse, domestic violence,
homelessness or mental health,”
Philip V. McHarris and Thenjiwe
McHarris suggest in an op-ed
for the “New York Times.” “So,
if someone calls 911 to report a
drug overdose, health care teams
rush to the scene; the police
wouldn’t get involved. If a per-
son calls 911 to complain about
people who are homeless, rapid
response social workers would
provide them with housing sup-
port and other resources. Con-
flict interrupters and restorative

justice teams could mediate sit-
uations where no one’s safety is
being threatened.”

The pressure on our law en-
forcement officers is huge today.
I imagine they feel personally at-
tacked and discouraged when they
hear and see things like “ACAB”
and “defund the police!” I think if
you ask a police officer why they
chose law enforcement, they will
say it was to serve the community
and to keep people safe.

The problems currently inher-
ent in our society might call for
change, for rethinking what our
roles are and what the role of the
police is, but certainly not for in-
dividual attack. It is society that
creates law enforcement and the
need for it. We ARE the police and
we need to heal what is wrong
with the system without cutting
off our noses to spite our faces.

Elva K.
Osterreich is
edutor of Desert
Exposure and
would love to
meet Desert
Exposure
readers during her office
hours i Stlver City on
Thursday, July 30. Please
contact her at editor@
desertexposure.com or by cell
phone at 575-443-4408 to set a
place and time to meet.

www.bettersilvercity.com
karen@bettersilvercity.com
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A great price on this 41+ acre

This is the place you've been
looking for to build your Lake
Roberts cabin. Just a few miles
from the lake and walking distance
to Sapillo Creek. A great family
vacation spot that's affordable.
Not many available lots in the Lake
Roberts area left, so don't hesitate
on this one.
MLS # 37252 $18,500

Nice rural setting south of the
golf course with great long
range views. If you've been
looking for acreage to build or set
up a manufactured home, this may
be what you're looking for.
MLS # 37127 $19,500

MOUNTAIN HOME IN THE
MIMBRES VALLEY! Nestled in
the trees on 4 acres with views
of the Black Range. Upgrades
include metal roof, ceramic tile,
kitchen upgrades and new septic.
Master bedroom downstairs with
two bedrooms upstairs. Nice shop
garage plus 2 stall carport and two
storage buildings. Dog run and
plenty of parking for all your toys.
Unrestricted with horses allowed.
County maintained road. Minutes
from Bear Canyon Lake and short
drive to the Gila National Forest
for world class hunting, hiking and

recreation. MLS # 37301 $179,000

Spacious two story home with
upgraded electrical, large
combination family/living and
dining room, and sun room or
hobby room with lots of light.
Two bedrooms and one full bath
upstairs, and a lower level bedroom
with 3/4 bathroom downstairs.
Built-ins throughout this home
provide lots of extra storage, and
there is a utility/storage/bonus
room in the basement area as well.
Easy to maintain backyard with
privacy fencing.

MLS # 36681 $180,000

Outstanding views from this
Wind Canyon lot with many
options for building sites! 360
Degree views! This is the nicest lot
for sale in Wind Canyon and priced
to selll!!!

MLS # 36608 $29,500

Located in the Lake Roberts
Subdivision overlooking Sapillo
Creek. Minutes from the quality

bass waters at Lake Roberts,

world class hunting (GMU
24/16B) and endless hiking in
the Gila National Forest. Cozy
4 bedroom 2 bath 2001 Oakwood
manufactured home. Large kitchen
with pantry and all new stainless
appliances. Living room features a
wood stove. Recently remodeled
guest bathroom with gorgeous tiled
shower with etched glass doors.
Large shop/garage with two double
doors. Two RV hookups.
MLS # 37306 $145,000

2.34 ACRES IN THE COUNTY,
BORDERING TOWN OPEN SPACE.
All city utilities available, this
property was once a successful
11 space trailer park. Paved road,
cul-de-sac location, views. One
fixer single-wide to convey. A great
investment opportunity to develop
back into a mobile home park or RV
park with money making potential.
MLS # 37278 $75,000

In a very private setting, this
passive solar design in south-
west New Mexico will certainly
delight. This home was custom
designed by the original, retiring
owner for “single level living and
enjoyment”, with the expansive
master suite, formal living area,
dining room, kitchen, den and
private office/library, all gracing the
main floor. The second floor boasts
another 3 bedrooms and 2 baths
and denf/office/entertaining space,
to act as “guest suites”. This luxury
home features top of the line win-
dows, fixtures, counters, cabinetry
and appliances, custom second floor
walkway and landing, a “secret
room”, and an outdoor deck with
views all the way to Mexico. Be
sure to look the virtual tour.
MLS # 37279 $649,000

parcel located south of Silver
City. Some mature oak and great
grassland give this property that
western range feel. There are
limited restrictions that allow for
double wide manufactured home or
site built. The power line traverses
through the property in a north
south direction. There is enough
elevation change to pick a building
spot in the oaks or lower without
trees. MLS # 36787 $105,000

You are about to encounter a
21st Century, Southwestern
Ranch Style Home in the small
corner of New Mexico that
was home to many famous
gunslingers, including Billy the
Kid. This custom built home borders
National Forest, on 40 acres with
mature landscaping, fruit trees and
a commanding wisteria canopy on
the front porch, lending a special
ambiance for outdoor entertaining.
Main Home boasts almost 3,000 sq
ft of flowing floor plan with Saltillo
floors throughout the home. Cozy
guest wing and office allow for a
level of privacy. Two apartments
are set up each with separate
driveways, entrances, heating and
cooling, respectively. There is a
grand ol art and craft room as well.
MLS # 37068 $689,000

Very charming 2 bedroom, two
bath country cabin on 15+ acres,
solid construction and open
concept floor plan. Passive solar
with strategic windows placement
to take full advantage of the South-
west New Mexico sunshine. Wood
stove and in floor radiant heat
make this a cozy home throughout
the winter. The attached Trex deck is
perched above Tularosa River and
allows for some spectacular canyon
views. Master suite has an attached
sunroom to allowing for some
massive solar gain. This cabin home
really lets you escape. Detached
garage and shop allow for plenty of
storage and shop space. Detached
1 car carport. Just 10 minutes from
Reserve. Expect a couple creek
crossings getting in and out as you
also cross the San Francisco River as
you head in and out of the canyon.
Look for the video link. Not many
opportunities like this, call today!
MLS # 37151 $325,000




DESERT EXPOSURE

JULY 2020 « 3

Contents

2 EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK e
What do you Mean?
Misleading slogans by Elva
K. Osterreich

4 LETTERS e Health and
More Questions
Encouragement for health
and safekeeping

5 RAISINGDAD e Mr. Lucky
Choosing family by Jim and
Henry Duchene

6 HENRY LIGHTCAP’S
JOURNAL e Visiting Ghosts
Rosedale residents hard to find

7 40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS
e What’s going on in July?
Essay collections out to
support authors

8 STRANGE REMEMBRANCE
¢ Into the Atomic Age

The day the sun rose twice,
75 years later

9 ARTS EXPOSURE »
Gallery Guide

Area galleries and art studios

10 ARTS EXPOSURE »
Arts Scene
Upcoming area art happenings

12 CLAY EXPOSURE *
Pit-Firing Journal
Nov. 2, 1991 by Paula Geisler

14 ARTS EXPOSURE
CLAY Festival

Creating a balancing act by
Elva K. Osterreich

15 ARTS EXPOSURE
‘Dawn of Discovery’
Celebrating the spirit of by
Elva K. Osterreich

16 ARTS EXPOSURE

A Sunny Day

Artist shows from her truck
by StanleydelGozo

17 CELEBRATION
Fireworks Extravaganza
Sky over Alamogordo lights
up by Cathy Harper

17 JULY 4 » Across the Area
Southern New Mexico
Independence Day events

18 WILDLIFE RISING °

Deer, Bohcats, Javelina
Critters not out to hurt
people by Elva K. Osterreich

19 BOBCAT ENCOUNTER
A Visit from Outside
Surprise guest takes a drink
by Marjorie Burr

20 TALKING HORSES ¢
Improve Your Riding

The key to better horse-
manship by Scott Thomson

21 BODY ¢ MIND e SPIRIT
Grant County Weekly Events
Support and club happen-
ings calling information

22 STARRY DOME
Corona Borealis

Planets forming, galaxies
colliding by Bert Stevens

23 WHAT’S UP WITH THAT?
¢ Paws and Reflect

It’s Smokey THE Bear,
thank you by Mike Cook

24 ACROSS THE BORDER
Coronavirus

Numbers misleading by
Morgan Smith

25 RED OR GREEN -
Dining Guide
Restaurants in southwest
New Mexico

27 FIRST RESPONDERS
Support Needed
Dispatchers trauma de-
serve attention by Michael
Shinabery

28 LIVING ON WHEELS
Working from Their Rigs
RVers find ways to work on
site by Sheila Sowder

PUBLISHER
Richard Coltharp
575-524-8061
editor@desertexposure.com

EDITOR
Elva K. Osterreich
575-680-1978

editor@desertexposure.com

ADVERTISING
COORDINATOR
Pam Rossi 575-635-6614
pam@Ilascrucesbulletin.com

SILVER CITY SALES
Mariah Walker 575-993-8193
mariah@desertexposure.com

DISTRIBUTION
COORDINATOR
Teresa Tolonen 575-680-1841
teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com

LAYOUT AND DESIGN
Albert Vasquez, Elva K. Osterreich
and Monica Kekuewa

COLUMNISTS
Susan Golightly,
Sheila Sowder, Bert Stevens,
Jim Duchene and Abe Villarreal

WEB DESIGNERS

Ryan Galloway
Elva K. Osterreich

ABOUT THE COVER:

Jodo Galera finishes up the
community art project he spear-
headed during his year in Silver
City. Galera held the position
of Artist in Residence and was
sponsored jointly by the city and
Western New Mexico Universi-
ty, completing several projects
during his tenure there. The
community art project will be
displayed permanently in the
city, location to be determined.
Photo by Felipe Feltrin.
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monthly and distributed free of
charge at choice establishments
throughout southern New Mexico.
Mail subscriptions are $54 plus tax
for 12 issues. Single copies by mail
$5. All contents © 2020 OPC News,
LLC. All rights reserved. No portion
of this publication may be reproduced
without written permission.

All rights to material by outside
contributors revert to the author.
Views expressed in  articles,
advertisements, graphics and/or
photos appearing in Desert Exposure
do not necessarily reflect the views of
the editors or advertisers.

Desert Exposure is not responsible
for unsolicited submissions of articles
or artwork. Submissions by mail must
include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope for reply or return. It will
be assumed that all submissions,
including email letters, are intended
for publication. All submissions,

including letters to the editor, may be
edited for length, style and content.
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SHE SENT HIM To THE
STORE TO BUY K-CULES.

By John Martin
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1250 West Picacho - Right next door to Antiques & Crafts Marketplace!

Visit Desert Exposure online at www.desertexposure.com |!
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Estate Sale Discoveries

Recycle « Repurpose « GO GREEN — BUY PREOWNED!

Congratulations!

Need help furnishing your “new” home?
Fine selection of furniture, bedroom and
dining sets, lamps and household items!

Dining tables starting at $50.

575-639-2495
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575-532-1731 e sleeplc.com
AASM Accredited Sleep Center

Do You Have Trouble Sleeping?

Our Sleep Center is dedicated to the diagnosis and treatment of
sleep apnea, snoring, restless legs and evaluation of insomnia.

2437 South Telshor Boulevard
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Letters to the Editor

Healthcare should be about health

Editor,

After reading Davena Norris’s
letter in the June edition of D.E.,
I was inspired to write this letter
of support for the NM Health Se-
curity Act from a small-business
point of view. My husband and
I recently retired from our elec-
trical contracting company. For
about 30 years, we installed and
repaired electrical systems, in-
cluding rooftop solar, for homes
and businesses in the Silver City
area. We typically employed two
or three electrical workers in ad-
dition to ourselves.

We were paying for a dizzying
array of insurance policies and
programs with healthcare com-
ponents, and at one point we de-
cided to make alist of everything.
The total number of policies
came to 14. For example, most
of us pay for personal health in-
surances through the bodily inju-
ry portion of our automobile and
homeowner'’s policies, as well as
for our own hospitalization in-
surance. Examples of business
costs include the bodily injury
liability portion for commercial
automobile insurance, workers
compensation, and business li-
ability policies. Further health
insurance expenses that we all
pay are included in payroll taxes
(Medicare and Social Security
Disability) and gross receipts tax
(one-eighth of one percent for
the Gila Regional Hospital indi-
gent fund).

Maybe for potato chips, you
want to have 14 flavors. But
stop for a moment and consid-
er the astronomical amounts of
time, money, and resources that
are wasted by organizing our
health insurance system into
this tangled mess. No wonder
it’s so hard to navigate.

As a business cost accountant,

I wanted to know if we were, at
least, getting good healthcare
from these 14 ways that we were
paying for it. Unfortunately,
it turns out that in the United
States, life expectancy is lower
(79 years) and infant mortality
rate is higher (six per 1000) when
compared to other wealthy coun-
tries, according the Organization
of Economic Cooperation and
Development Health Database.
In fact, by just about every other
measure, healthcare outcomes
in the U.S. place last. And you
can’t blame our poorer outcomes
on age or smoking because those
averages were higher for the oth-
er wealthy countries.

Our costs are higher too. Small
businesses and their employees
are paying for health insurance
in a complex, fragmented health-
care system that, according to
National Health Expenditure
data, costs $10,224 per person,
per year, compared to an average
in other wealthy countries of just
$5,280 per person, per year. Our
healthcare system delivers poorer
health for about twice the price!

I agree with Davena. We need
reform! Healthcare should be
about health, not about corpo-
rate profits. The Health Security
Act will ensure coverage for 99
percent of New Mexico residents
and will reduce rising healthcare
costs for all of us. For business-
es, it will mean lower commer-
cial automobile insurance and
workers compensation rates,
along with healthier employees.
You can learn more at www.
nmhealthsecurity.org. Our state
could lead the way toward a bet-
ter, less costly healthcare system
for the whole country.

Gayle Simmons
Silver Citu

Better safe than virulent

Editor,

While I appreciate being in-
cluded in the local author sec-
tion of the June issue (Page 13),
as the author of two previous
books, one a self-help book and
the other a memoir, I have some
concerns regarding a letter to the
editor in that same issue (“Keep
asking questions” Page b5).

Despite the enormous differ-
ence between the two books I
wrote, both deal extensively, in
different ways, with denial. We
can see some examples of de-
nial regarding this new and es-
pecially virulent virus which is
ravaging the world. Though I'd
heard of it by February, I didn’t
want to believe it would have a
serious effect on New Mexico.
I was wrong. We can find more
recent examples of denial of the
seriousness of COVID-19 even
now, including in the June is-
sue of Desert Exposure, where
we have a letter encouraging
people to ask questions, while
accepting uncritically sever-
al debunked, anonymous, and
questionable sources that are
at odds with hundreds of more
reliable experts. It's also odd
to champion Sweden, which
apparently due to its anti-lock-

down ideology has a surging in-
fection rate not matched by any
of its neighbors.

Also, in Grant County we have
at least one person claiming that
the rate of infection is still very
low here, and that the way to
overcome such a pandemic is
to let the disease run its course
by creating herd immunity. That
would require that the great ma-
jority of people must catch and
transmit the virus until there
are no longer people to become
infected. If the rate of infection
is still low, it would take a very
long time for enough people to
become infected to establish
herd immunity. Meanwhile many
more people would be severely
sickened, permanently dam-
aged, or even killed by the virus.

Plus, that would presume that
no one can get the virus more
than once. We don’t yet know
that. It would seem far more rea-
sonable to do everything we can
to protect as many people from
catching it as we possibly can,
even if it means adapting our liv-
ing habits to the situation. We all
need to face reality.

Joni Kay Rose, M.Div., CHT
Silver City

LETTERS

e would like to
hear from you, so
please don’t hesi-

tate to share your thoughts.

We welcome letters to the
editor including your opin-
ions and feedback regard-
ing news, events and issues
published here. Traditional
letters to the editor offer an
opportunity to start a new
discussion, share your opin-
ions or provide information
you believe is of interest to
other readers.

Desert Exposure reserves
the right to review, edit or
refuse letters to the editor.
Include your full name, city,
state and phone number.
Only your name and city will
appear in print, but we need
to be able to verify the author.

The views and opinions
expressed in letters to the
editor published by Desert
Exposure do not necessar-
ily reflect those of Desert
Exposure or its advertisers.
It is the responsibility of
the reader to research facts/
opinions expressed in the
letters to the editor to form
their own opinions from an
informed position.

Editor,

Even though you devoted
three columns to a letter that
contained some questionable
ideas around the coronavirus
epidemic (“Keep asking ques-
tions” June 2020, Page 5) which
included references to three dis-
respected doctors, I'd be more
than halfway-to-correct to say
that the majority of your readers
still have respect for what vou

Get better TV
with Sky View Satellite.

Check out our deals made just for the military,
first responders, and Americans 55 or older.

We still love you

sure amidst these trying times.
Putting out publications these
days takes a lot of persistence,
assistance, and probably a lot
of insistence under normal cir-
cumstances, but now with some
financial flow being blocked for
a while, it’s probably a Sisyphe-
an task trying to get the physical
publication to the people.

The recalcitrant restaurateurs
and hopeless horn-honkers in
the streets will still get the atten-

tion they sorely want, but often
don’t deserve, but with some ju-
dicious editing it will always be
the final script that will make
any publication worth the read.
Carry on folks.

I always look forward to each
month’s edition online.

Rod Stasick,

Formerly with KURU-FM,
Silver City

Dallas, Texas

g%  CECILIA “Ceci” McNICOLL

Hacienda Realty

:" | 1628 Silver Heights Blvd, Silver City, NM 88061
L c: 575.574.8549; o: 575.388.1921

cecilia@movealready.com
www.haciendarealtysc.com
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FOR THOSE 55 AND OLDER

Spend more time watching and less

time worrying with this deal specially
created for those 55 and older.

[PEF Y

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE
We have an exclusive offer with savings
of $500+ over two years — with no
upfront cost.

Requires credit qualification, validation of status as active
duty, veteran, or first responder, 2-year commitment with
early termination fee, and eAutoPay.

Age verification may be required.

211 N. Texas St.
Suite B
Silver City

575-313-3507

ASK US HOW TO INTEGRATE NETFL|Y INTO YOUR VIEWING EXPERIENCE! silvercgillianlaw.com

Requires internet-connected receiver and Netflix subscription.

For local legal services involving matters of:
o Wills, Trusts & Probate
« Family/Adoption
« Property Issues

{7 L

= Sky View Satellite | 575-636-2313

S k 2001 E. Lohman Ave., Suite 119, Las Cruces, NM 83001
Satellite skyviewsatelliteinc.com
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Premier Local Relailer

o Tort Claims
o Breach of Contract
» Workers’ Compensation
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RAISINGDAD o M AND HENRY DUCHENE

Mr. Lucky

Choosing family over adventure every time

t was after the holidays but
before The Great Toilet Pa-
per Shortage of 2020.

It wasn'’t that long ago that my
uncle passed away, so I thought
my buddy Maloney might be call-
ing me to offer his belated condo-
lences...

“I've got bad news,” he told me.

..but I guess he had other
things on his mind.

“My mother-in-law,” he said,
sounding morose, “she might
lose her eye.”

“’That IS bad news,” I told him.

“Oh, that’s not the bad news,”
he went on. “The bad news is
she’s moved back in with us.”

Maloney and his mother-in-law
have always had a contentious
relationship, you could say. She
had lived with them for a short
while, and, when she moved out,
Maloney promised himself never
again, never again.

“As God is my witness...” he
swore, but I think he was just do-
ing an imitation of Scarlett O’'Ha-
ra from “Gone With the Wind.”

“I'm bringing mother to our
house,” his wife told him over
the phone, interrupting his golf
game. “Her eye is infected, and
she can’t be by herself. The doc-
tor told her she might lose it.”

“Well, she can stay with us un-
til she gets better,” Maloney cau-
tiously conceded, “but...”

“I've already told her she could
move back in with us.”

Maloney would have explained
to me what was wrong with his

mother-in-law’s eye, but he hadn’t
paid attention when his wife ex-
plained it to him.

The next morning Maloney
found his mother-in-law eating at
the kitchen table when he walked
in.“Your eye doesn’t look so bad,”
he lied, trying to sound chipper.

Truth was, her eye looked awful.
Maloney lost his appetite and no-
ticed his wife wasn't eating either.

“T'd describe it to you,” he told me,
“but I don't feel like throwing up.”

No one was eating except his
mother-in-law. Bad news didn’t
seem to affect her appetite, it
would seem.

“I'm going to lose my eye,” she
wailed between heaping forkfuls
of eggs and potatoes.

“No, youre not,” Maloney as-
sured her, hopefully all the way
out the door.

“Look at it,” she told him.

“I don’t want to look at it,” he
told her back.

“Look at my eye.”

“I don’t want to look at your eye.”

“I'm just a burden,” she said,
starting to cry.

Maloney didn’t offer an opinion.

“I'd be better off dead,” she said.

“Don’t talk that way,” his wife
said, beginning to cry, too.

“You'll live a long time,” Malo-
ney told her.

“Because I'm not that lucky,”
he told me later.

The twists and turns of life are
funny. There’s a saying that goes,
“If you want to make God laugh,
tell him your plans.” My bud-

dy Maloney had great plans. He
planned on retiring and spending
all of his free time traveling and
playing golf, maybe even moving
to Alaska, but that was before he
got married.

“We’re not moving to Alaska,”
his wife informed him early on.

He didn’t mind changing his plans.

Hiking the Appalachian Trail?
Climbing Mount Everest? He
should have done those things
when he was single. Having your
nose amputated due to severe
frostbite, that’s for the young.

My brother and I once hiked
from San Luis Obisbo, California
to Hearst’s Castle and back. Ev-
ery hill we climbed, there was an
even higher hill behind it. That
got me to thinking I'd one day
like to hike all the way up the
California coast, starting where
the Pacific Coast Highway begins
just south of San Juan Capistra-
no to where it ends in the town
of Leggett in Mendocino County.
That’s a total of 656 miles, give
or take a .2. 'm not as adventur-
ous as my buddy. I like the idea
of paved roads and plenty of
towns, hotels, and restaurants to
stop at, but I made the mistake of
telling God my plans. He gave me
a choice: I could spend my time
hiking, or I could spend it with
my family.

I chose my family.

Meanwhile, Maloney’s mother-
in-law continued to whine and
cry and carry on.

“I'm blind,” she sobbed. “My

Desert
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life is over.”

“Nonsense,” Maloney insisted.
“I bet you can see just fine.”

He lifted a hand and flashed a
peace sign.

“How many fingers am I hold-
ing up?”

“Okay.”

“Okay what?”

“Hold them up and I'll tell you,”
she said.

It wasn’t Maloney’s plan to be
an old man taking care of an even
older old lady, but then it wasn’t
my plan to take care of my elder-
ly father either, but we do what
we have to do. Speaking of my fa-
ther, I told him later that the next
time he saw Maloney’s mother-
in-law she might be wearing an
eyepatch.

“That’s a sexy look,” he said,
picturing it.

“THAT’S what I told her!” Ma-
loney insisted when I repeated
what my father said.

Maloney then told me about
a buddy of his whose mother-

in-law also moved in with him,
only this story didn’t end so well.
Whenever his buddy would have
an argument with his wife, the
wife would go to her mother for
advice.

The mother herself was twice
divorced, had her house fore-
closed on, and kicked out of the
apartment she was living in, so
what kind of advice do you think
she gave?

The kind that ended in divorce.

“You don’t need him,” she told
her daughter. “You've got me. T'll
be with you wherever you go.”

“Of course that’s what she told
her,” Maloney laughed. “Where
else was she going to go?”

Indeed.

Without us, where would they
go?

YOU can go to JimDuchene.
BlogSpot.com,
RazsingMyFather. BlogSpot.
com, or @JimDuchene for a
Sew laughs.

Fast, efficient, affordable
licensed handyman service...

No job too big or small
The house Doctor does it all!!

Free Estimates

903-939-1467

WALLY HUNT IS THE HOUSE DOCTOR!
Silver City, NM ¢ housedoctornm.com

| RV PANT& By

) fﬂf 0& ”04/

GoodiTime

3032 Pinos Altos Road, Silver City, NM

WITH GLASS."

- MONIKA WALTER

*Secret Words:”UPHOLD SYNERGIC WAFT”

Kinder*, Skip Howard*, and
Shorty Vaiza*!

575-956-7563

We’'re still here!

Due to the many stores closed due to the Coronavirus, DESERT
EXPOSURE’S distribution locations have been reduced, but
quantities have been increased at those that remain open. Below,
highlighted, are the current locations, and the ones in gray are
where we hope to return. Information is subject to change, but
you can always find us at www.desertexposure.com.

Listings below do not include our locations in Las Cruces, where

29 of our 68 spots remain open.

ALAMOGORDO
Bangkok Tokyo

Alamo Chamber / Vis. Center
Alamogordo Public Library
Alamogordo Regional Airport
Bamboo Garden Restaurant
Blue Stone Jewelry

Books Revisited

BZ Rockin Burgers

Capped INC.

Civic Center

Creative Designers Cust. Frame
First National Bank
Flickinger Center

Heart of the Desert

Hitchin Post BBQ

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
La Hacienda

La Luz Market

Loco Credit Union

Lowe’s Signature Market
Magnuson Hotel & Suites
Margo’s Mexican Food

NM Museum of Space History
Plateau Espresso

Super 8 Motel

The Old Post

Tularosa Basin Museum

CLOUDCROFT

Big Daddy’s Diner

Cloudcroft Senior Center

High Rolls Market

Mad Jack’s Mountain Top BBQ
Old Apple Barn

Cloudcroft Public Library

DEMING

Adobe Deli

Apache Café

Campo’s Restaurant
Days Inn

Deming Library
Deming Arts Council
Deming Visitors Center
Deming Mimbres Museum
Desert RV

La Fonda Restaurant
Learning Center

Lo-Hi RV Park

Las Cazuelas Mexican
Restaurant

Marie’s Italian Grill
Mimbres Hospital
Patio Café

Peppers Supermarket
Rancher’s Grill
Readers Cove

HATCH

Hatch Public Library

Hatch Visitors Center/Museum
Jim’s Super Market

Pepper Pot

Pic Quik

Village Market

HILLSBORO

Black Range Lodge

Black Range Winery

Enchanted VillaB & B

Hillsboro Antiques

Hillsboro Historical Society
Hillshoro Post Office

Kingston Clay

Kingston School House Museum
The General Store Café

LORDSBURG
Visitor Center

MESILLA

The Bean Coffee House
Las Cruces Bulletin
Mesilla Book Center
Mesilla Town Hall
Mesilla Visitor Center

MIMBRES

La Tienda Restaurant & Gas
Living Harvest Bakery
Mimbres Senior Center
Post Office

RV Park

Valle Mimbres Market

SILVER CITY
Adobe Springs
Albertsons

All My Momma’s Junk
Amos Lash

Aunt Judy’s Attic

Bayard Food Basket
Bayard Public Library
Bear Creek Cabins & Motel
Bear Mountain Lodge
Bedroom Shoppe

Better Homes & Gardens
Blue Dome

Bright Funeral

Cassie Health

Chevron Station

Comfort Inn

Country Girl Nursery
Creative Hands

Curl Up and Dye
Dandelion Wish & Pilates
Datura Day Spa

Daylight Donuts

Diane’s Bakery

Eagle Mail

Enchantment Realty
Encore

Finn’s Gallery

First American Bank
First New Mexico Bank
Food Basket

Foxworth - Galbraith

Ft. Bayard Medical Center
Furniture Gallery

Gila Animal Hospital
Gila Eye Care

Gila Hike & Bike

Gila Mountain Inn

Gila Regional Medical
Gila Valley Library

Grant County Art Guild Gallery
Grant County Humane Society
Grinder Mill

Guadalupe’s

Habitat For Humanity

HMS Hidalgo Medical

HMS Mental Health

Holiday Inn Express

Home Furniture

Innovations Hair

Insurance 1st

Javalina

Jumping Cactus

KOA Campground

La Cocina

La Familia Restaurant
Laundry Land

Leyba & Ingalls Arts

Light Art Space

Little Toad Creek

Lloyd Gallery

Lois Duffy

Mariah’s Copper Quail Gallery
Massage Clinic

Mimbres Region Arts Council
Mis Amigos Pet Care Center
Morningstar

Motel 6

Murray Hotel

0ld World Antiques & Oddities
Our Paws Cause

Palace Hotel

Pink Store

Pretty Sweet Emporium
Quality Inn

Railroad Museum

Ramolla Arts

Red Hat Chiropractic
Remax

Revel Restaurant

Rock Center

Rose Valley RV

RPM Motors

SC Zen / Dr. Steutzer
Senior Center

Sherman Dental

Silco Theater

Silver Bowling Center
Silver City Book Shop
Silver City Co-op

Silver City Library
Silver City Museum
Silver City RV Park
Silver City Trading Co.
Silver City Women’s Club
Silver Health Care
Silver Leaf Floral

Smith Realty

Snappy Mart

Soul River

Stinar Clinic

Sun Valley Hardware
Sunrise Espresso Il
Syzygy

Tatiana Maria Gallery
The Market Place

Tom Blanchard Insurance
Tranquilbuzz Coffee House
Transitions for Women
United Country

UPS Store

U-store-it

Vicki’s Eatery

Visitors Center

Wagon Wheel Realty
Western Bank

Wild West Weaving
WNMU Gym

WNMU Student Life
Wrangler Beverage Co.
Ziryabs

TRUTH or
CONSEQUENCES
Blackstone Hot Springs
Bullock’s Super Market
Chamber of Commerce
Charles Motel & Spa
Chevron

Comfort Inn

Conoco Gas Station

Davis - Fleck Drugs
Denny’s

Elephant Butte Chamber
Elephant Butte Inn
Elephant Butte RV
Elephant Butte State Park
Elephant Butte Store & Marina
Geronimo Springs Museum
Geronimo Trail / Visitors Cen.
Grapes Gallery

Grapevine Bistro

Holiday Inn Express
Johnny B’s

La Paloma Hot Springs
Marina Del Sur State Park
0ld Brick Café

Passion Pie Café

Pelican Spa

Rio Bravo Fine Art Gallery
Riverbend Hot Springs
Sea Properties

Shell Gas Station

Sierra Grande Lodge

T or C Brewing Company

TULAROSA

Horse Feathers

Loredos Restaurant & Bakery
The MERC

Tularosa Old American Center
Tularosa Public Library
Tularosa Travel Center
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n a fine and sunny morn-
ing recently, I decided to
go to town. What charms

can town hold for an anti-so-
cial desert rat that has elevat-
ed complaints of civilization to
Olympic-medal proportions, you
might ask? Immune from the
charms of seven-dollar coffees
that can’t be ordered in sensible

LENRY LIGUTCAP'S JOLRNAL

Visiting Ghosts

Rosedale residents hard to find

sizes like ‘large’ or plug-in park-
ing spots, I wanted to visit a town
populated solely by wayward
spirits and ethereal apparitions.
The west is positively bedaz-
zled with various types of ghost
towns, but the type I prefer
boast a distinct lack of gift shops
and electricity. I'm talking about
hardcore, desolate sites where

the only reason the ghosts are
still around is because they can’t
grip car keys in their vaporous
digits. Places with ancient plats
masked by creosote and juni-
per, only faint traces of roads
and rusty metal cans peppered
on the ground. Former haunts
of optimistic miners, opportu-
nistic merchants, and opulent

COYOTE TRADERS

RUSTIC FURNITURE

SAVE 10%

When mentioning this ad

1024 W PICACHO AVE
575-524-0040

COYOTETRADERS.COM Ki &

CUSTOM T-SHIRTS

Team Unlforms, Banners, Signs and More

g IRAGEIED PPARE

SCREEN PRINTING AND SlEE

S5-323 1820
WWWwWiraggedapparelnmicom

Call Now:

575-800-0887

920 N. Telshor, Las Cruces, NM
www.HearOnEarthNM.com

FREE HEARING SCREENING
USING YOUR MEDICARE CARD

&
)) HearonEarth

’_‘ﬁ#

b

Hearing Care Centers

Professional Ho

Desert Home Sentry, LLC

atching Service

' So many things can happen to an unoccupied home
Let us be your eyes and ears in your absence, your trusted Sentry!

For more information visit or call: DesertHomeSentry.com
Tracy (505) 350-0077 - Darold (505)228-7847

dames that couldn’t know that
the fruits of their labors would
surely fall victim to time. I had
just such a town on my itinerary
that particular day, so I packed
my gear, fueled up the hybrid
F-250 (burns both gas AND oil)
and hit the road.

Tucked away near Big Rosa
Canyon on the eastern slopes of
the San Mateo Mountains, there
is a remnant of an abandoned
town by the name of Rosedale.
According to a dog-eared book I
found in my neighbor’s outhouse,
a salty prospector named Jack
Richardson and his wife found
some float up there in 1882 and
after having it assayed, decided
they had finally struck it rich. Un-
fortunately, the original owners
of the property took exception
to their presence and employed
their wily Apache skills to pro-
duce a few Caucasian ghosts
over the next few years. This sort
of behavior made it difficult for a
prospector to prospect.

Regardless, there were about
200 people in Rosedale by 1899.
The mines at Rosedale produced
46 percent of all the gold in New
Mexico in 1908. I imagine cowboys
were wearing Gucci chaps and
horses had platinum shoes right up
until the gold ran out in 1916, de-
railing the optimism for the cham-
ber of commerce’s annual banquet.
By 1928, the post office, business-
es, and schools were closed.

Although I had left the house
close to sunrise, I arrived in
Rosedale about 110 years too
late. I bounced the Lightcap Ex-
press over a bar ditch and shut
her down near the Rosedale
Cemetery. It’s cared for by the
remaining hardscrabble ranch
families in the area and as such
contains the bones of their an-

cestors. A few headstones pro-
claim disembarkation dates as
early as 1899 and there is also
the unmarked grave of a soldier
from Fort Craig that was killed
by Apaches. I spent some time
stumbling among the Ponderosa
and the juniper, and found a few
old house foundations, a solitary
chimney, and the remains of the
old mining operation.

I was as alone as I've been in a
long time, at least 50 miles from
the nearest Tall Latte. The wind
was keening through the bristly
tops of the pine trees, and unseen
birds sang their high lonesome
sounds. I was treading on the
earth trod by long-gone pioneers
over a century earlier, filled with
ideas and plans that all amount-
ed to naught. The canyon looks
today much as it probably did
in 1881, before the Richardsons
spotted a panful of glittery future
and the first house was built.
Dark-bellied rain clouds scud-
ded over the ridge, and my skin
felt an unexpected chill. Was it
the wind or the breath of a for-
gotten population that outlasted
their dreams? Where do ghosts
go when they no longer have a
place to call home? I sat down
and dug a sandwich out of my
cooler, contemplating the peo-
ple and the history of the town.
For a brief moment, voices rang
out and Rosedale bustled again.

Henry Lightcap’s

Journal ran ’
monthly in Desert @
Exposure for

about a decade

before he hung

up his typewriter

i 2014. We coaxed him out

of his creaky red chair for a
reprise.

By Fred Koptonak
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What's going on in JULY?

Desert Exposure would like
to include your special events,
Jrom any southern New Mexi-
co community, in our listing.
Please submit your event title,
time, location and contact in-
Sormation to editor@desertex-
posure.com; Desert Exposure
1740-A Calle de Mercado, Las
Cruces, NM 88005; or call Elva
at 575-680-1978.

For Independence Day cele-
brations, including fireworks,
see Page 17.

For information about the
Silver City CLAY Festival, see
Page 14.

Virtual summer at the
Silver City Museum

||.|,-. il ﬂiﬁi‘.ﬁ'

Andy Hernandez, professor of
history at Western New Mexico
University.

Local History Lectures

July 25, 11 a.m.: “Bandit Wars
Along the US-Mexican Border”
with Professor Andy Hernandez

Go to: https:/us02web.zoom.
us/j/82522002786; Zoom Meeting
ID: 825 2200 2786

Andy Hernandez is professor
of history at Western New Mexi-
co University. Violence along the
U. S.-Mexico associated with
the Plan de San Diego and Pan-
cho Villa’s raid on Columbus are
often treated as discrete events.
This presentation will explore
the connections between Venus-
tiano Carranza’s Machiavellian
use of the Plan de San Diego,
Villa’s decision to raid Columbus
and the resulting punitive expe-
dition and offer a more cohesive
understanding of border vio-
lence during this period.

Bilingual Storytime

July 12,7
p-m. “How
Chile
Came to
New Mex-
ico” by
Rudolfo
A. Anaya,
read by
local mu-
sicians Jeanie McLerie and Ken
Keppeler

Go to: https:/usO02web.zoom.
us/j/87048966090; Zoom Meeting
ID: 870 4896 6090

July 26, 7 p.m. “Stone Soup/
Sopa de Piedras” by Marcia
Brown, read by Museum Admin-
istrative Assistant Amanda Go-
mez and Director Bart Roselli

Go to:
https:/

8462931
1937;
Zoom
Meeting
ID: 846

2931 1937

Shady Pines Chamber
Players in Cloudcroft

The Shady Pines garden in
Cloudcroft is open July 6-10
and the musicians are prac-
ticing for the July 11 virtual
concert presentation of “All
Those Cellos - A Virtual Quilt.”
(courtesy photo)

July 11 “All Those Cellos — A
Virtual Quilt” with at least nine
musicians (cello, oboe, piano),
will be available virtually.

Live garden strolls: Drop by
Shady Pines to see the fairies,
other mystical creatures and
garden fancies: 9-11 a.m. and 2-5
p-m. July 6-10 and Sept 5-12. To
protect everyone, they require
visitors to properly wear masks
while in the garden. There will
be a limit of no more than five
people in the garden at a time.
Please respect us and one an-
other by keeping a distance of
at least six feet from others. Do-
nations are welcome and benefit
Cloudcroft Schools music pro-
grams and help defray our costs.

Shady Pines is at 200 Fox St.
facing Wren (halfway down the
middle unpaved road from The
Lodge) in Cloudcroft. For more
information contact Suzannah
Cox at 361-557-1960.

Drive-in Movies
in Las Cruces

Folks can have a throwback
experience watching a movie
on a big screen, outdoors, from
their own vehicle. Movie-goers
can enjoy some classic choices
visiting the parking lot of Allen
Theaters Telshor 12 theater.

For $20 a car-load, movie-go-
ers can join the action any day of
the week. On Fridays and Satur-
days, there are double features.
Bathrooms and concessions are
available, including $5 person-
al pizzas. For the movie line-up
call 575-523-4837 or visit www.
allentheatresinc.com. And select
Telshor 12 as the theater.

Allen Theaters also offers
curbside popcorn sales from 3-7
p.m. Saturdays at the Las Cruces
Cineport 10 and Fridays and Sat-
urdays at the Alamogordo Avia-
tor 10.

Comedy in Las Cruces

Thursdays in July from 9-10:30
p-m. the Amador Patio Bar &
Grill offers “It’s time for a good
laugh,” an Amador LIVE and Hot
103 Comedy Nights Series.

Stand-up comics from all
over the Southwest will ply
their trade. Limited table seat-
ing available (no more than six
guests per table at this time). Pa-
tio opens for dinner and drinks
at 7 p.m., Show starts at 9 p.m.
Reservations required, call 575-
541-7417. Tables are $35 for two,
$70 for four and $100 for six (in-
cludes show tickets and chef’s
complimentary sampler appetiz-
er — food and drinks not includ-
ed in table reservation fee).

Virtual summer
programs for N.M.
children

From engaging camps to
hands-on activities, the New
Mexico Department of Cultural
Affairs (DCA) provides educa-
tional and quality programming
for children in a virtual environ-
ment this summer.

As a starting point, parents
are encouraged to check out the
Summer Youth Programs por-
tal at www.newmexicoculture.
org. From there, easily navigate
through the programs offered
by many of the state museums,
historic sites and cultural insti-
tutions.

Without leaving home, young
minds can explore the culture,
nature and history of the Land of
Enchantment with online sum-
mer camps offered by New Mex-
ico Historic Sites. Learn about
the plants of the desert, go on
wild west adventures, discover
what life is like on the reserva-
tion and listen to campfire sto-
ries.

Budding astronauts can reach
for the stars with the Rocke-
teer Academy In-a-Box program
from the New Mexico Museum
of Space History. This virtual
space camp is open to children
who've completed grades 4-7
and consists of hour-long ac-
tivities ranging from building
rocket launchers and spacecraft
to designing spectroscopes and
learning about chemical reac-
tions.

Visual art instruction is avail-
able on the Museum of Interna-
tional Folk Art website with les-
son plans and projects geared
toward children. Do-it-yourself
activities include working with
symmetrical paper cut-outs,
decorative paper beads and alu-
minum amulet necklaces, while
lesson plans are accessible for
download in both English and
Spanish.

Families can enjoy the virtual
music concert series “Our Fair
New Mexico,” available for view-
ing on Facebook. In partnership
with state museums, historic
sites and cultural institutions,
these concerts feature at least
one performance each week by
musicians of various genres liv-
ing in New Mexico.

ADOBE TEGHNIQUES, LLC
Concete Pumping & Decorative Gravel,

Shotcrete, Slabs, Block Laying,
Bobcat, Dirt, Gravel and Pavers

919-914-9936

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (#367590)
FREE ESTIMATES
ROHAN STITES, OWNER

SILVER CITY, NM e WWW.ADOBETECHNIQUES.COM

L .7 am e - T i~ T T4 1
I

Sewing Machine and Serger 3% |

| service and repair.

| Free Hand Long Arm quilting.

| Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics
Questions? Want to see the fabric?

ust give me (Lindy Ugarte) a call at
| Just gi (Cindy Ugarte) a call
| 575-538-2284 and we can get together.

3% Sneeze Weeds Studios s

SNEEZEWEEDS@GMAIL.COM

“You become
responsible forever
for what you've
tamed.”

—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

cencr 31
.. Scott Thomson

Horsemanship
LTy Silver City, NM - (575) 3881830
- e e ST hsthomson@msn.com

Gila Friends Meeting @’
The Religious Society of Friends

Quaker meeting for Worship
suspended until coronavirus
restrictions are lifted.

M " | Ifinterested in online worship, use contact info.

Church of Harmony For updates contact: 575-390-1588
609 N. Arizona St Silver City NM 88061 fevafotos@gmail.com

Fountain Theatre
Featuring the best independent, foreign and documentary films in the southwest!
remained closed for the next 9
few weeks.

Stay in touch by visiting our website
- and sign up for our e-blast at
hgsﬂiﬂ]ggi?élt?? mesillavalleyfilm.org/membership.

The Fountain Theatre will

2468 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla » www.mesillavalleyfilm.org « (575) 524-8287

COUPLES THERAPISTS

Trained in

Emotionally

Focused Therapy
(EFT)

Fee for service only
No insurance accepted

Neal Apple MD & Vicki 575-590-2181

Vicki Allen Msw, Lcsw Neal 575-590-0207

Track the region’s
many great
restaurants with
Red or Green?,
the restaurant
guide in

Desert Exposure.

Visit Desert Exposure online at

www.desertexposure.com
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STRANGE REMEMPRANCE. » ELVA K. 05TERREICH

Introducing the Atomic Age

ay Lisk was 12 years old
Fand fast asleep at 5:30

a.m., July 16, 1945, when
her mother was outside and saw
a big flash in the sky. The family
ranch was some 45 miles to the
north of the place the Atomic
Age began, now known as the
Trinity Test Site.

Fay said her mother-in-law
lived in Mountainair, 75 miles as
the crow flies, from Trinity Site,
and she saw the windows shake
like a big earthquake had hit her
house. It wasn’t until the United
States dropped the bomb on Ja-
pan, Aug. 6 and 9, that the peo-
ple of the Tularosa Basin, Jorna-
da del Muerto and surroundings
knew what happened in their
area of the world. Then it was a
headline scream that the US had
destroyed two cities, Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, and the success-
ful test in southern New Mexico
was a back-page story.

“It was after they bombed
Japan that we found out that
they set the test bomb off,” Fay,
who was born in 1932 and now
makes her home in Globe, Ari-
zona, said. “Everything was such
a secret. We knew there was a
town of Los Alamos, but all the
contact we actually had was a
radio, and we would get a little
news that way.”

At Bingham, 20 miles north of
Trinity Site, was the local school-
house where Lisk went to school
growing up. She stayed with Ted
and Sylvia Myers during the
school week. Ted and Christian
Myers drove the two school bus-
es that served the school. Fay
graduated from 8th grade in May
1945.

“At the time, Bingham was
on the old dirt road that went
across there,” she said. “There
was a little post office and a lit-
tle store and some little cabins.
There was one teacher and that
year I think we had 12-13 kids
who went to school there. I was
the only one in 8th grade. I loved
school.”

Living next to the Myers was
a younger couple, the husband’s
name was Henry, Fay remem-
bers. And they would visit to
play cards during the time she
boarded there.

“He [Henry] had a short
scruffy black beard — all of a
sudden he had these big blotch-
es all over it,” Fay said. “They
were gray like if you had thrown
bleach on somebody. And [an-
other family] had ducks that
hatched out deformed. There
was just a lot of this that people
started talking about. Cows and
cats with blotches. They [the
government] never did say or do
anything about it.”

Fay went on to say the peo-
ple who ran the Bingham store,
Harold and Sally Dean died, she
thinks, of lung cancer. The My-
ers moved to Farmington and
suffered early deaths, although
she didn't know why. Fay's
mother died in 1970 from lung
cancer.

The day the sun rose twice, 75 years later

The Atomic Age begins in the early morning July 16, 1945, in
southern New Mexico. (Public domain photo)

As an adult visiting the United
Nations building in New York,
Fay saw a display about the
things that happened in Japan.
She said she saw it was truly ter-
rible but said the bombs ended
the war and feels many more
people would have died had the
atomic bombs not been dropped.

“I think that if it hadn’t had
been for that, we would have
lost a lot more Americans,” she
said. “And it ended the war. It
ended — poof — right then.”

Many more oral histories con-
tain stories of cows, cats and
other creatures with gray blotch-
es. There was a black cat turned
blotchy in Tularosa, reportedly
sold to a tourist for $5. Effects
were reported to be seen and felt
across the state including in Los

An obelisk stands today at the
Trinity Site commemorating the
first atomic bomb to be set off
in the history of the world. The
site is generally opened twice
a year to visitors who visit from
around the world. (Photo by
Elva K. Osterreich)

Alamos, Hillsboro, Fort Bayard,
El Paso and the Sacramento
Mountains.

But it is memories of those
even closer that provide amaz-
ing descriptions of the event
itself. The scientists and person-
nel who were watching through
their eye protections as the first
atomic bomb in the world lit up
the New Mexico sky.

“The effects could well be
called unprecedented, magnifi-
cent, beautiful, stupendous and
terrifying. No man-made phe-
nomenon of such tremendous
power had ever occurred before.
The lightning effects beggared
description. The whole country
was lighted by a searing light
with the intensity many times
that of the midday sun.” — Brig.
Gen. Thomas Farrell

Trinity Site today is a national
historic landmark, declared so
in 1975. The 51,500-acre area in-
cludes base camp, where the sci-
entists and support group lived;
ground zero, where the bomb
was placed for the explosion; and
the Schmidt/McDonald ranch
house, where the plutonium core
to the bomb was assembled.

The site, part of White Sands
Missile Range (WSMR), is
opened twice a year for visitors.
Traditionally, the open house is
the first weekend of April and
the first weekend of October.
This year the April event was
canceled.

Two Tularosans, Tina Cor-
dova and Fred Tyler, watched
family and friends dying in
what seemed abnormally high
numbers of cancer incidents in
the area. They, with the help of
many area residents, organized
the Tularosa Basin Downwind-

N

Eyewitness to the blooming
of the Atomic Age

“I was staring straight ahead with my open left eye
covered by a welder’s glass and my right eye remaining
open and uncovered. Suddenly, my right eye was blind-
ed by a light which appeared instantaneously all about
without any build up of intensity. My left eye could see the
ball of fire start up like a tremendous bubble or nob-like
mushroom. I dropped the glass from my left eye almost
immediately and watched the light climb upward. The light
intensity fell rapidly, hence did not blind my left eye, but it
was still amazingly bright. It turned yellow, then red, and
then beautiful purple. At first it had a translucent charac-
ter but shortly turned to a tinted or colored white smoke
appearance. The ball of fire seemed to rise in something of
toadstool effect. Later the column proceeded as a cylinder
of white smoke; it seemed to move ponderously. A hole
was punched through the clouds but two fog rings ap-
peared well above the white smoke column.

“There was a spontaneous cheer from the observers.

Dr. von Neumann said, ‘that was at least 5,000 tons and
probably a lot more.” My estimate of the width of the ball
of fire was guessed to be 1 to 2 miles at that time. Someone
said keep your mouth open and just then, about 1-1/2 to 2
minutes after the light flash, a sharp loud crack swept over
us — it reverberated through the mountain like thunder.
Several small flashes took place some distance from and
after the big flash, apparently part of a measuring system.
Commander Bradbury said that the cloud was up over
20,000 feet and still rising. The top of the cloud was mov-
ing slightly northeast and was being sheared off.”

— Signed by Ralph Carlisle Smith

Ralph Smith was a lawyer at Los Alamos. He watched
the Trinity Test (5:29:45 a.m., July 16, 1945) from
Compania Hill near present-day Stallion Range Center
on White Sands Missile Range. Source: www.wsmy.army.
mil/Trinity/Pages/TrinityHistory.aspx

ers Consortium in 2005. Cordo-
vais the fourth generation of her
family to have cancer since 1945.

“The test was the only time the
government tested a bomb 100
feet above the ground,” Cordova
said. “The reason they never did
it again is because of the fallout.
They believe it went seven miles
past the atmosphere. It created

more light than the sun, gath-
ered up an enormous amount of
plant, sand, material and took it
into the air. Ash fell for days.
“They never evacuated any-
body or warned anybody. From
the census there were tens of

ATOMIC AGE
continued on page 9
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We strongly recommend gallery patrons
call locations before visiting as gallery
hours are subject to change and do so
often. Contact Elva Osterreich at Desert
Exposure at 575-680-1978 or editor@
desertexposure.com to update listings.
All area codes are 575 unless indicated
otherwise.

Silver City

Alaska Mudhead Studio-Gallery, 371
Camino de Viento in Wind Canyon.
By appointment, Letha Cress Wolfe,
potter, 907-783-2780.

Anthony Howell Studio, 200 W. Market
St. 574-2827. By appointment only.
[a]SP.“A”©E, 110 W. Seventh St., 538-

3333, aspace.studiogallery@gmail.com.

Barbara Nance Gallery & Stonewalker
Studio, 105 Country Road, 534-0530.
By appointment. Stone, steel, wood
and paint. Sculpture path. www.
barbaraNanceArt.com.

The Barking Dog Studio, 512 Bremen
St. (off Cooper Street) Open 11 a.m.-5
p.m. Wednesday through Saturday.
534-9620

Blue Dome Gallery, 307 N. Texas,
second location at 60 Bear Mountain
Road, 534-8671. Open 11 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday to Saturday. www.
bluedomegallery.com.

Borderlands Gallery, Stephan Hoglund
Studios, 211 W. Yankie St., Silver City.
218-370-1314. www.stephanhoglund.com.

The Cliffs Studio & Gallery, 205
N. Lyon St., corner of Yankie and
Lyon streets, 520-622- 0251. By
appointment.

Common Ground, 102 W. Kelly St.,
534-2087. Open by chance or by prior
arrangement. 575-534-2087.

Cow Trail Art Studio, 119 Cow Trail
in Arenas Valley, 12-3 p.m. Monday,
or by appointment, 706-533- 1897,
www. victoriachick.com.

Creative Hands Roadside Attraction
Art Gallery, 106 W Yankie, Silver City.
303-916-5045 Hours are 10:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Wednesday to Saturday,
and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. By
appointment at other times.

Elemental Artisans, by appointment
only, 215-593-6738.

Francis McCray Gallery, 1000 College
Ave., WNMU, 538-6517. 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Monday to Friday.

Gila Gallery Photographs of the
American Southwest, 206 N. Bullard
St., 342-1914.

The Glasserie Studio and Store, 106
E. College Ave., 590-0044. 11 a.m.-6
p.m. Monday to Saturday.

Grant County Art Guild Gallery, 316
N. Bullard St. 10 a.m-5 p.m. Monday
through Saturday; 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday. GCAG.org.

Guadalupe’s, 505 N. Bullard St., 535-
2624. Thursday to Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Leyba & Ingalls Arts, 315 N. Bullard
St., 388-5725. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday
to Saturday. Contemporary art ranging
from realism to abstraction in a variety
of media. www.LeybalngallsARTS.
com, LeybalngallsART@zianet.com.

Light Art Space, 209 W. Broadway
St.. 520-240-7075. Open 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Thursday to Saturday; 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Sunday; and by appointment.
Contemporary photography and other

media. Workshops,
exhibitions and
events. info@
lightartspace.com
www.lightartspace.
com.

Lloyd Studios, 306 W.
Broadway St. 590-1110. Sculpture,
custom knives and swords. 10 a.m.-6
p.m. Wednesday to Saturday and 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday.

Lois Duffy Art Studio, 211C N.

Texas St., 534-0822. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday or by appointment. Original
paintings, cards and prints. www.
loisduffy.com, loisduffy@signalpeak.net.

Lumiere Editions, 104 N. Texas St.,
956-6369. Vintage and contemporary
photography. Monday to Friday.

The Makery, 106 E. Market Place. 590-
1263. Freestyle weaving studio and
school of fiber, book and paper arts,
11 a.m.- 4 p.m. Thursday to Monday,
www.makerysvc.com.

Manzanita Ridge, 107 N. Bullard St.
388-1158.

Mimbres Regional Arts Council
Gallery, Wells Fargo Bank Bldg., 1201
N. Pope St. 538-2505, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesday to Sunday www.mimbresarts.org.

Molly Ramolla Gallery & Framing,
203 N. Bullard St., 538- 5538. www.
ramollaart.com.

OF West Gallery & Mercantile, 104 W.
Broadway St., 388-1811/313-2595,
8:30 -10 a.m. Monday to Friday.

The Place at the Palace, at 201 N.
Bullard St. 575-388-1368.

Soul River Gallery, 400 N. Bullard
St. 303-888-1358; 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Monday and Wednesday and 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Thursday to Saturday.

Sterling Fine Art, 306 N. Bullard St.
Silver City, 505-699-5005, 11 a.m.-5
p.m. Wednesday to Saturday and
1-3 p.m. Sunday, or by appointment.
Abstract to realism, workshops and
lessons available. sterlingnm.com.

Studio Behind the Mountain, 23
Wagon Wheel Lane, 388- 3277. By
appointment. www.jimpalmerbronze.
com.

Studio Upstairs, 109 N. Bullard St.,
574-2493. By appointment.

Syzygy Tile Gallery, 106 N. Bullard St.,
388-5472.

Tatiana Maria Gallery, 305 N. Bullard
St. 388-4426.

Tree Spirit Gallery, on-line only at
www.cogan-cogan.com. 303-888-
1358.

21 Latigo Trail, 941-387-8589.
Sculpture by Barbara Harrison. By
appointment only.

Wild West Weaving, 211-D N. Texas,
313-1032, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday to
Saturday, www.wildwestweaving.com.

Wind Canyon Studio, 11 Quail Run
Road off Hwy. 180, mile marker 107,
574- 2308, 619-933-8034. Louise
Sackett, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday and by appointment.

Wynnegate Gallery, 1105 W. Market
St., 575-534-9717, noon - 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, also open for
Red Dot Tour, artist showings and by
appointment.

Zoe’s Studio/Gallery, 305 N. Cooper St.,
654-4910. By chance or appointment.
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Mimbres

Chamomile Connection, 3918 U.S.
Highway 35, 536-9845. Lynnae
McConaha. By appointment.

Kate Brown Pottery and Tile, HC
15 Box 1335, San Lorenzo, 536-
9935, katebrown@gilanet.com,
www.katebrownpottery.com. By
appointment.

Bayard
Kathryn Allen Clay Studio, 601 Erie
St., 537-3332. By appointment.

Northern Grant County
Casitas de Gila, 50 Casita Flats Road,
Gila, 535-4455. By appointment.
gallery@casitasdegila. com, www.
galleryatthecasitas.com.

Deming

Deming Arts Center, 100 S. Gold St.,
546-3663. Monday to Saturday 10
a.m.-4 p.m.

Gold Street Gallery, 112-116 S. Gold
St., 546-8200. Open noon-4 p.m.
Monday to Saturday.

Orona Art Studio, 546-4650. By
appointment. lyntheoilpainter@ gmail.
com, www.lynorona.com.

Reader’s Cove Used Books & Gallery,
200 S. Copper St., 544-2512.
Monday to Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Photography by Daniel Gauss.

Studio LeMarbe, 4025 Chaparral SE,
544-7708. By appointment.

Columbus
Village of Columbus Library, 112
Broadway St., 531-2612, 8 a.m.-7
p.m. Monday to Saturday.

Rodeo
Chiricahua Gallery, 5 Pine St., 557-
2225. Open daily except Wednesday,
10a.m.to 4 p.m.

Hillsboro
Barbara Massengill Gallery, 895-3377,
open weekends and by appointment.

Mesilla

Dona Ana Arts Council Arts and
Cultural Center, 1740 Calle de
Mercado, Suites B and D, 523-6403, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Galeri Azul, Old Mesilla Plaza, 523-
8783. Monday to Saturday, 10 a.m.-6
p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Galeria
on the Plaza, 2310 Calle de Principal,
526-9771. Daily 10 am.-6 p.m.

Mesilla Valley Fine Arts Gallery, 2470
Calle de Guadalupe, 522- 2933. Daily
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Ouida Touchdn Studio, 2615 Calle
de Guadalupe, 635-7899. By
appointment. ouida@ouidatouchon.
com, www.ouidatouchon. com.

The Potteries, 2260 Calle de Santiago,
524-0538, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday to
Saturday; noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.

Las Cruces

Big Picture Gallery,
2001 Lohman Ave,
Suite 109, 647-
0508. 10 a.m.-5
p.m., Tuesday to
Friday. 9:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. Saturday.

Blue Gate Gallery, 4901 Chagar St.
(intersection of Valley Drive and Taylor
Road, open by appointment, 523-
2950.

Camino Real Book Store and Art
Gallery, 314 S. Tornillo St. 523-3988.
Thursday to Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Justus Wright Galeria, 266 W.

Court Ave., 526-6101, jud@
delvalleprintinglc.com. 8:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Monday to Friday.

Las Cruces Arts Association, located
in Cruces Creatives, 205 E. Lohman
Ave. lascrucesarts.wixsite.com/arts.

Las Cruces Museum of Art, 491 N.
Main St., 541-2137. 10 a.m.-4:30
p.m., Tuesday to Friday; 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Saturday.

Mesquite Art Gallery, 340 N. Mesquite
St., 640-3502. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Thursday to Friday; 2-5 p.m. Saturday.

M. Phillip’s Fine Art Gallery, 221 N.
Main St., 525-1367.

New Dimension Art Works, 615 E.
Pifion St., 373-0043. By Appointment.

NMSU University Art Gallery, Williams
Hall, University Ave. east of Solano,
646-2545, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday to
Sunday.

Nopalito’s Galeria, 326 S. Mesquite St.,
8 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Friday to Sunday.

Quillin Stephens Gallery, behind
downtown Coas Books, 312-1064. By
appointment only.

Tombaugh Gallery, Unitarian
Universalist Church, 2000 S. Solano
Drive, 522-7281. Wednesday to Friday
10 a.m.-2 p.m. or by appointment.

Unsettled Gallery & Studio, 905 N.
Mesquite, 635-2285, noon-5 p.m.
Wednesday; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday
to Friday; 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Saturday,
and by appointment.

Virginia Maria Romero Studio,

4636 Maxim Court, 644-0214. By
appointment, agzromero@zianet.com,
virginiamariaromero.com.

Magdalena

Atelier Studio 605, 605 W. First St. A
collective space containing Village
Press Print Studio; DOrkyART.us;
Glennoznap.com; EsePresse0. 838-
6452. Letterpress Cards and Journals,
Fine Art Printing & Photography. 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Bear Mountain Gallery, 902 First
Street. 1-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
Paintings by Eddie Tsosie, jewelry and
navajo rugs.

Blue Canyon Gallery, U.S. Highway 60
(1 mile east of Magdalena), 575-854-
2953, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m. daily. Paintings,
pottery and jewelry.

C&S Morning Star, 805 First Street,
505-288-6361. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Monday to Thursday. Navajo jewelry
and rugs.

Evett’s Café and Gallery, 501 First
St., 854-2449. 9 am. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday to Sunday. Photographs,

plein air landscape paintings and
illustrated childrens books.

Judy’s Studio, 104 N. Main St.
375-743-9110. 1-4 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday and by appointment.
Drawings and sculpture.

Kind of a Small Array, 106 N. Main
St. 210-473-9062. A humble space
for art, music and poetry. 1-4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday and by
appointment.

La Posada Gallery, 1008 First St.
910-297-9904. Affordable original
art, photography, paintings,
pottery, santos and icons. 1-4 p.m.
Wednesday to Sunday.

Old S’cool House Gallery, 500 Main
St., corner of Fifth Street, 360-298-
1461. Abstract paintings, textiles and
fabric creations. 1-4 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday and by appointment.

Warehouse 110, 110 N. Main St.
517-0669. Contemporary art and
performance gallery. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday and by appointment. www.
warehouse110.com.

Alamogordo
Creative Designs Custom Framing &
Gallery, 434-4420, 917 New York Ave.
Patron’s Hall/Flickinger Center for
Performing Arts, 434-2202, 1110
New York Ave.

Tularosa
Horse Feathers, 318 Granado St.
585-4407. Art, southwest furniture
and decor.
The Merc, 316 Granado St. 505- 238-
6469. Art gifts by regional artists, books.

Capitan
Heart of the Raven, 415 12th St.,
937-7459, Functional and decorative
pottery, classes.

Carrizozo

Malkerson Gallery 408, 408 12th St. in
Carrizozo, 648-2598.

Tularosa Basin Gallery of
Photography, 401 12th St. in
Carrizozo, 575-937-1489, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Thursday to Monday; noon to 5
p.m. on Sundays. Exclusive exhibit
venue for the winners of New Mexico
Magazine’s photography contest and
the largest photo gallery in the state.

Lincoln
Old Lincoln Gallery, 1068 Calle la
Placita, across from the visitor’s
center in Lincoln, 653- 4045. Coffee
bar featuring 45 New Mexico artists,
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday

San Patricio
Hurd La Rinconada, NM 281 U.S. Hwy.
70, 653-4331, www. wyethartists.com.
Monday through Saturday 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Works by Peter Hurd, Henriette
Wyeth, Andrew Wyeth, N.C. Wyeth
and resident artist, Michael Hurd.

White Oaks
White Oaks Pottery, 445 Jicarilla Drive
(three miles past White Oaks), 648-
2985. Daily, 10 a.m-5 p.m. Porcelain
pottery by vy Heymann.

ATOMIC AGE
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thousands of people that lived
within 50 miles, and some ranch-
ers within 12 miles. When the
ash fell it settled on everything.”

Painting a picture of life in
1945, Cordova said there was
no running water. People relied
on cisterns for their water, used
the ditch water for bathing and
laundry. There were no grocery
stores, only mercantiles selling
basic goods like sugar, flour, rice,
coffee, cereal — nothing that was
refrigerated. Everything else con-
sumed was grown or hunted.

“People went back to their
lives not understanding what
all this meant,” she said. “They
damaged us. People have been
dying of cancers. We were the
first people ever exposed to ra-
diation in the world.”

Cordova said in 1990 the Ra-
diation Exposure Compensation
Act was created, and $2.3 billion
was paid out to downwinders of
the Nevada test site but the peo-

ple of southern New Mexico “got
100 times more radiation than the
Nevada test site and we have nev-
er been included.”

She said the damages result-
ing have devastated the people
of rural New Mexico generation-
ally. Families affected by cancer
exhaust their financial resources
with medical and death issues
which prevents them from being
able to pass along accumulated
resources to their children.

“This is a social justice issue,”
she said. “We were unknowing,
unwilling and uncompensated.”

Usually in July the Tularosa Ba-
sin Downwinders hold a candle-
light vigil in Tularosa and often
one in Socorro, to commemorate
those who died of cancer but will
not be doing so this year because
of coronavirus restrictions.

“Last year we had over 800
luminarias, and called out more
than 800 names,” she said.

Cordova said there is an event
planned in Albuquerque around
5 a.m. on July 16 commemorat-
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Tina Cordova and Laura Greenwood, members of the Tularosa Basin Downwinder’s Consortium,
hold signs up as visitors enter White Sands Missile Range on an open house day. (Photo courtesy
of the TBDC)

ing the 75th anniversary of the
explosion but had no details
available at press time. For more
information on the Tularosa Ba-
sin Downwinders Consortium,
visit trinitydownwinders.com.
White Sands Missile Range
also has a commemoration
event planned, but due to the

need to limit attendance, it will
not be open to the public, ac-
cording to Drew Hamilton with
WSMR Public Affairs. It may be
available on line after the event.
For more information about the
Trinity Site and history of the
event, visit wsmr.army.mil/Trin-
ity/Pages/Home.aspx.

In Silver City, the Gila Friends
hold a yearly Hiroshima Peace
Day Observance at Gough Park
which this year will be at noon
on Sunday, Aug. 9, dependent on
whether the city has opened the
park by that date. For more in-
formation about the observance,
call Tom Vaughn at 575-590-1588.
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SILVER CITY

e Light Art Space, located
at 209 W. Broadway in Silver
5 City features
three exhibi-
tions during
July. “Prov-
ocation of
Place,” end-
ing July 5,is a
juried exhibi-

. = — | tion featuring
— the work of
Wire art by 36 members
Joel Armstrong of Paper-
is part of the Works, a Tuc-
exhibits on the son art group.
table for July at Painting
Light Art Space ’
in Silver City. ~ Sculpture,
drawing, art-
ist books, photography and

printmaking are included in

CLAY 2020
is an
opportunity to
celebrate,the gift .
of our

cominunity

metaphor for all
that bindsus
together. l'_

CLAYfestlval tom
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Arts Scene

Upcoming area art happenings

the exhibition. “It’s Time to
Address’er Drawers,” also
ending July 5, is an interactive
wire based installation by Joel
Armstrong. This exhibit was
first conceived after Armstrong’s
mother passed away and when
cleaning out the house, he dis-
covered in her chest of draw-
ers a stack of sealed envelopes.
Inside were her journals that
documented various disappoint-
ments in her life. “Art in the
Time of COVID-19,” begins
July 11 and continues through

Paid in part by Sik

Oct. 4 with an opening reception
from 4 to 7 p.m. July 11. “Art in
the time of Covid-19” is an in-
vitational group exhibition of
works by artists from Silver City
and the surrounding area. The
works exhibited were complet-
ed March 1 and later while living
the pandemic. A wide variety of
media will be shown including
photography, painting, fiber arts,
sculpture and clay works. Also
on view is the work of gallery
artists Joel Armstrong, Val-
erie Galloway, Carmen Ruiz,

July 13-19
2020

ity Lodgers Tax

DO YOU LIVE IN SILVER CITY OR ALAMOGORDO?
LOKING FOR PART-TIME WORK?

Contact Desert Exposure’s Distribution Coordinator
Teresa Tolonen, at (575) 680-1841
or teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com

Eugene Starobinskiy, Art
Peterson and Mimi Calise
Peterson. Gallery hours are 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday to Sat-
urday, also 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sun-
day, July 5 and by appointment.
Info: lightartspace.com, email
info@lightartspace.com or 520-
240-7075.

DEMING

¢ The Deming Art Center re-
opens for July with an exhibition
of “Fire and Fiber.” Each piece
is the result of a special collab-
oration between a member of
the Potter’s Guild of Las Cruces
and a fiber artist from the south-
ern New Mexico region. Fire &
Fiber is a display of visual art
that combines fired clay and fi-
ber medium such as wool, cloth,
paper, wood, or other fibrous
materials into unique works of
art. Due to Covid-19 restrictions
there will be no artist reception.
The show will run from July
2-30. Masks will be required.
Deming Art Center is located at
100 S Gold St., Deming. Its hours
are 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday to
Friday and 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Saturday. Info: 575-546-3663 or
www.demingarts.org.

LAS CRUCES

e The Mesilla Valley Fine
Arts Gallery, 2470-A Calle de
Guadalupe,
across from
the historic
Fountain The-
atre, features
two local art-
ists for the
month of July,
Nanci Bissell
and Roberta
Widner. Bis-

The art of
Nanci Bissell.

The art of Roberta Wldner and
Nanci Bissell is featured at the
Mesilla Valley Fine Arts Gallery
for the month of July.

sell graduated from Texas A&M
University with bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in education
with a minor in art studies. Her
paintings have been exhibited in
numerous art shows around the
United States. Her artistic inter-
ests include seascapes, portraits
and landscapes. Widner is a na-
tive New Mexican. The state and
its people have been frequent
subjects for her varied media
paintings. She has also gained in-
spiration from her travels to the
Iberian/Italian and French re-
gions of Europe. First American
Bank, Mesilla, is well represent-
ed by gallery members who ro-
tate their artwork on a monthly
basis. In addition, the 30 artists
of the Gallery offer art in various
media, which include original
paintings, oil, acrylics, pastels,
watercolors, fused glass art jew-
elry, unique one of a kind wood
turnings, stained glass, photog-
raphy, ceramics, mixed media,
unusual decorated gourds, hand-
made textile weavings, fiber art,
art tile, affordable quality natural
gemstone jewelry, handcrafted
basket weavings, pencil, charcoal
and ink drawings, prints, cards
and miniature paintings. Gallery
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.
Info: 575-622-2933, www.mesilla-
valleyfinearts.com.

VIRTUAL
NEW MEXICO
e An area created format
showcases artists’ work on
Facebook at “Las Cruces NM
Artists & Art Showcase” on
a page is specifically for the

(asitas

5 Private Casitas on
265 acres near Silver City

Year-round Bear Creek
Wildlife - Birds - Dark Skies
7 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens - Porches - Wifi
Continental Breakfast

QUIET & RELAXING GETAWAY

de Gila

~ (Guesthouses - Gallery
Nature Preserve

casitasdegila.com
575-535-4455
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many undiscovered artists and
artisans in Las Cruces and Doia
Ana County. No matter what it is
you do, painting, photography,
sculpting, pottery, jewelry, fiber
arts, woodworking, decorative
arts, etc., anything created by
you is welcome to be displayed.
Please note, this FaceBook page
is meant to be a digital art gal-
lery, rather than a sales tool. This
FaceBook page is the creation of
Robert Paquette, a long-time vol-
unteer for many Las Cruces com-
munity service organizations.

¢ Desert Exposure Virtual Gal-
lery offers a visit to the art of
southern New Mexico artists in
their web-based galleries. While
we can't yet go to all these gal-
leries and studios and spend our
time perusing the amazing work
of southern New Mexico artists
and craftspeople, we can take a
journey through their creativity.
This section of the Desert Expo-
sure website journeys through
some of the talent we have
south of Interstate 25. If you are
a southern New Mexico artist
and would like to be included in
this listing, please contact us at
editor@desertexposure.com or
by calling Elva at 575-443-4408.
Website: www.desertexposure.
com/virtual-gallery/.

¢ The Museum of Interna-
tional Folk Art (MOIFA) in

1950 Hwy 180 East
Silver City, NM 1

artworks in person — the scale,
the skilled hand of the artist, the
materiality. But museums are
now adapting to this new reality

seum in Weil am Rhein, Germa-
ny, this is the first major retro-
spective on Girard’s work.

To experience the virtual exhi-

O - BABE

MOIFA: Work by Alexander Girard is featured in the Museum of

. P -

International Folk Art virtual gallery.

Santa Fe exhibition “Alexan-
der Girard: A Designer’s Uni-
verse,” is available for viewing
until Dec. 31, 2021. With this vir-
tual exhibition, visitors can open
the door to Girard’s creative uni-
verse from home. Featured are
Girard’s designs in textiles, fur-
niture, and sculpture, as well as
his interior architecture projects
for residences, restaurants, and
retail spaces.

Girard was also a pivotal fig-
ure in the history of MOIFA. He
and his wife, Susan, donated
their vast folk art and toy col-
lection of more than 100,000
objects to the museum. In 1982,
the museum opened its beloved
long-term exhibition “Multiple
Visions,” which Girard curated
and designed from his collec-
tion. Girard’s playful designs
attest to his passion for color,
ornamentation, and inspiration
from folk art.

“A Designer’s Universe was
the ideal candidate for our first
virtual exhibition,” said Laura
Addison, MOIFAs Curator of

950 Hwy 180 East, Silver City. NM

Hoppy 47 of July!

New expanded nursery now carrying hi-Pro feed, Total Equine, alfalfa, wheat and
Bermuda grass hay. As we expand our Horizon come see the wonderful colors of summer.

North American Collections.
“Because Girard’s textiles de-
signs are colorful and graphical-
ly bold, it is a show that makes
for a great fly-through experi-
ence online.”

This is MOIFA’s first virtual ex-
hibition, making use of 360-de-
gree camera technology and
software that allows visitors to
navigate and select tour stops
that provide text panels, videos,
articles, and links to more in-
formation about Girard and his
legacy.

“The digital life of exhibitions
used to be secondary to the
development of the in-person
museum visit experience,” said
Addison. “The intention has al-
ways been there to have exhibi-
tions live on in other ways once
a show is over, and to reach an
audience is unable to visit the
show in person, but it wasn't al-
ways the priority.

“Now the virtual experience
is foremost on museum profes-
sionals’ minds. These can’t re-
place the experience of seeing

IOpen Mon.-S

9am-5pm

Celebrate our independence with red, white

and blue flowers to spruce up your yard.

©a

-

—

bition “Alexander Girard: A De-
signer’s Universe,” visit https://
fivedmedia.com/3d-model/al-
exander-girard-a-designers-uni-
verse/skinned/.

with creativity and resourceful-
ness, by sharing ideas and tap-
ping into technical know-how on
staff or in the community.”
Organized by Vitra Design Mu-

Art Makec
Everything Better!

Open Gaturdayge
10 to 3 pm

or
Text or call me at
(575) 313-9631
| can arrange to
meet you almost
anytime.

211-C N Texas St., Silver City

www.loisduffy.com

WENAREIREN

We are'fully open and
practicing social distancing.
We offer installations in Hatc
Deming, T or.C, Silver. City ar
ordo

Thursday, July 16 noon: Space reservation, ad copy, all stories and notices for the editorial section due.
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CLAY EXPOSURE « PALLA GEISLER

Journal of a Pit-Firing

aybreak: The world all
Dpink and white. About
a foot of snow, rime-ice
everywhere, the sky “lowering”
as they say. Cold. Bitter cold .
And wet. I make my plan: Cof-
fee, warm clothes, moon-boots, a
shovel. Going outside is a shock;
Ilook forward to the fire ...
Daybreak + one hour: Sec-
ond cup of coffee (maybe third).
A perfect pit dug smoothly into
easy friable earth — a pile of in-

Like us on Facebook

facebook.com/mariahscgg

tended adobe plaster like a tiny
Kilimanjaro in my back yard. Now
a heavy thought — rocks! Round
rocks and quite a few of them.
My hands become wet and very
cold as I pry them loose from a
reluctant earth. Detour through
the house grateful for the easy gas
heat, hot water on my hands. Ahh
— pain and pleasure are so close.
Daybreak + two hours: Two
necessary chores completed —
many round rocks surround the

Like us on Instagram

©)

instagram@copper_quail

RECOLLECTIONS

CUSTOM GLASS MEMORIALS

BY
FENESTRA

575-956-6940

Nov. 2, 1991

pit. Much trabajo. And the FIRE!
Nice charcoal briquettes ( cheat-
ing here) glowing red-hot in the
confines of the barbecue pit.
THE PACE QUICKENS! Some
scurrying for a bucket, change
of gloves, scoop those embers
up and a quickstep to the pit.
Damn my gimped leg, not mov-
ing as fast as [ used to but quick
enough the embers placed in the
pit — on top some twigs — and
then, the pots. The POTS. All
nine of them lovingly pinched
and squeezed and cradled and
patted to perfection. Little orbs,
I think — hope they don’t break.
Terracotta, red earth. Vessels.
My vision is pinch-pots filled
with pinon nuts boxed and
wrapped for Christmas giving. I
can see it all in my mind and the
thought puts a smile on my face.

Daybreak + three hours:
The pit stacked: on top of the
smoldering twigs, with embers
secure and alive below, I begin
to position the pots. Some up-
side down, some not, which is
right? Time will tell. Chunks of
cow-pies, all relatively dry and
crumbly ( Yuk! I'm touching
shit). I place all carefully around
the small red orbs. Little red bot-
toms sticking up out of a smok-
ing heap. Pat pat. Acrid smoke
following me as I circle the pit —
not letting pots touch each oth-

Desert Exposure, teaming with the Las Cruces
Bulletin, is launching a campaign to remind
out-of-towners of the attractions and activities

The annual CLAY Festival in Silver City gives area communities
an opportunity to see what can be done with a flexible medium.
(Photos by Jay Hemphill)

er. Cow-pies make great dividers
and before long the pyre is as-
sembled. A little funeral pyre for
the chrysanthemum I sacrificed
to the fire gods in the pit.
Daybreak + four hours:
Leave it alone to do its fire-thing.
Waiting. Good excuse to go in-
side and get warm again. I think
metaphysical thoughts: Sun in
Scorpio — we can all feel it —
hot inside and frozen without.
Perfect Scorpio Day. Mix it with
earth, fire, air. The four elements
— all assembled and witness to
a miracle — all things through
time. A paradoxical statement if
there ever was. Other memories
— the snow on the dormant vol-
cano, white and pure, the shock
of turning up dark dirty dirt. It
looked better all white. At least
I put the
earth
from the
pit into
a pile of
its own
— nearby
and use-
ful soon-

Tile submissions
were created as the er than I

art competition for expected.
CLAY 2020 in Isee I have
silver city. to bank
(Courtesy photos)  ihis blaze

— it’s really going too fast; I hear
an ominous “pop” from within. A
worry, but I am so caught up in
tending the fire that I forget ev-

erything but smoke curls, my fire
ring, round rocks — so that when
all is melted into a heap of ashes
my pots will be spared. Prayers
to the fire deities and vigilance.

Banking the fire requires that
I locate a piece of chicken-wire
(cheating here too) and place
it over the now busily smok-
ing mounded up pile of clay,
fire and manure. On top of the
chicken-wire, I position more
round rocks, smaller is better
here, until I craft what I need:
the burning mound is covered
with stones from whose inter-
stices issue smoke. I plug these
vents with soil. Minor tending of
shovels of earth here and there
to contain the process. And now
really leaving it, with only looks
out the bathroom window every
20 minutes or so to confirm that
all is as it should be.

The Next day: Twelve below
zero! A glance out the bathroom
window confirms that all is as I
left it. As I open the closet a waft
of smoke-smell. Acrid. Same
clothes and back out I go. Amaz-
ingly, there is still

heat as I pull back the chick-
en-wire. Uh,oh, a broken pot!
Careful. Careful! My furtive
gropings in the hot gray ash
bring forth seven intact pots.
Two broken. Not bad. Not as
smoke-blackened as I had hoped
— fire too good, lesson learned.
More earth, less fire.

“In the House or In the Barn

Frumpy Fox

Petsitting

Free Consultation * Insured * Bond

in Silver City. For 13 weeks, your business or
organization can be in front of the Las Cruces
Bulletin’s readership (circulation: 20,000),
promoting day trips or weekend visits to Silver City.

Frumpy FOX uc
575-313-0690

www.frumpyfox.net » Silver City, N

Tiad s 00 "

FROM OUR HIVE TO YOURS:

BIIIHAX

COMIC GOLLECTION BOOKS

For information, contact Mariah Walker,
mariah@desertexposure.com, or 575-993-8193.
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A TR
exXpaosure VISIT HTTPS./BEEZWAXCOMIC. WIXSITE COMBEEZWAX FOR DETAILS OR

E-MAIL AT BEEZWAXCOMIC@ YAHDO.COM
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505 N Bullard
Th, T &5 104
ammaguadalupe.net
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ile
106 N Bullard St = 388-5472

SAM to SPM infoid syzyaytde com
Mon-Fri ww. syZygylie com

Thuraday-Mondaey 1L1LAM-9FM

304 M. Bullard St.
5753884920
waw.EatDrinkRevel.com

300 S. Bullard St 575-590-2603

ART SPACI
Exhibitions

Workshops
Events

lightartspace.com

STERLING
FINE ART

WED=-5AT 11-5 . SUN 1-3
306 M BULLARD . STERLINGMM.COM

809 N. BULLARD ‘SIWEH CITY, NM
h I 4

S

MUHNII\IG STAR

Sporting Goods
Smal Printing Dutdoor Apparel
8 Embroidery  Promotional Products

975-388-3191
WWW.MORNINGSTARSPORTS.COM

Lois Duffy Studio
211-C N. Texas St.,
Silver City
loisduffy.com 575-313-9631

OPEN SATURDAYS OR BY APPOINTMENT

GILA HIKE & BIKE

MORE THAN A BIKE SHOP

103 E. College Ave, Silver City, NM 38061

575-388-3222 gilahikeamdbike.com

SINGLE SOCKS

A COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE

111 West College
Tuesday-Saturday 11-4
575-388-2488

Dedicated to supporting anti-hunger
prejects in Grant County

112 West Yankie Street, Silver City NM 88061
tranquilbuzz63@gmail.com

StOTICAYOWNtOWn ¢ 1lver Sty

Law Office

of Gillian Sherwood

211 N. Texas St. Suite B
575-313-3507 » gs@silvercgillianlaw.com

Silver City Food Co-op
520 N. Bullard St.
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M US EUM
Explore the

History of
Southwest |
New Mexico

SiverCrrvMuscum.ons

Blue Dome Gallery
575-538-2538
Downtown:

Thurs - Sat, 10-5
at 307 N. Texas St.

The Lodge: Daily9-5
at 60 Bear Mt. Ranch Rd.

HELP SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES WHILE PRACTICING SOCIAL DISTANCING

e Downtown Silver City is participating in social-distancing guidelines

¢ Please call ahead or visit businesses online to check for hours and services.

e Support local businesses during COVID-19

Want your business included in this ad?
For information call Mariah Walker at 575-993-8193 or email at mariah@desertexposure.com
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Bullard, Silver City  575-388-3191
AND REMEMEER TO STOFPBY OUR
STORE IN TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES

421 N. Broadway 575-894-8751

SAVE NOW L.

All Bags of Seed on Sale & |
Buy 4 Suet Doughs, Get 1 FREE* |

*Valid only at the Las Cruces Wild
Birds Unlimited. One discount per
purchase. Oer not valid on previous
purchases or sale items. 7/01/20
thru 7/13/20. While supplies last.

k-'r
QUi Bitcds Unllmited

Nature Shop
-----------------------'

'---
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2001 E Lohman, #130, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 523-5489  www.wbu.com/lascruces

BIRD FOOD « FEEDERS » GARDEN ACCENTS * UNIQUE GIFTS

L1 e 28K
4 ;
N\

LANE <

PRESENTED BY THE DONA ANA ARTS COUNCIL

Metaphor for a Virus
Response to the
Global Pandemic

On-line gallery of local artists’
work is on the DAAC website —
daarts.org - through December 2020

Call for Artists Continues

Submissions for the Metaphor gallery
will be accepted through December.
Visit the website “Artists’ Corner” for
more information.

DONA ANA ARTS & CULTURAL CENTER
1740 Calle de Mercado - daarts.org - 575-523-6403

ARTHEXPOSURE o ELVAK. O5TERREICH

CLAY Festival

Creating a balancing act

hallenged by the times,
CLee Gruber, CLAY Festi-

val founder and director,
said the signature Silver City
event is still in the plans for the
week of July 13-19 and has not
been canceled.

“It's an interesting challenge in
that I keep it in my head and may-
be we can do something that is a
combination of virtual and on the
ground all with social distancing
in mind and anything we do will
be outside,” she said.

The evemt will morph into a
combination of virtual and live
events, offering workshops and
market on line and displays in
area galleries as well as possi-
bly demonstrations under a tent
during the farmer’s market.

“CLAY 2020 is potentially an
opportunity to celebrate the gift
of communities gathering togeth-
er in support of our arts, our cul-
ture and shared histories,” Gruber
writes on the festival website,
clayfestival.com. “[It is] a gather-
ing of collaborative groups and
populations, using the connectiv-
ity of clay as a metaphor for all
that binds us together. Let’s look
forward to that.”

Gruber said the featured guest
artist Sanam Emami, is still will-
ing to participate.

“She is a marvelous artist in
Colorado,” Gruber said. “We may
be able to have a small workshop

The annual CLAY Festival in Silver City gives area communities
an opportunity to see what can be done with a flexible medium.

(Photos by Jay Hemphill)

with our headliner if the univer-
sity [Western New Mexico Uni-
versity] agrees. If not, she will do
something virtual, we are just not
sure what. And we will probably
present part of her workshop vir-
tually as well. Visit the website
for info about Sanam and if she
doesn’t get to do it this year we'll
do it next year.”

Gruber said they did a call for
artists for a tile entry exhibit, ask-
ing artists to make tiles. The re-
sponse was not as robust as usu-
al. She said because of the virus,
school closures and an inability
to find clay sources, entries are
down.

“We hope to show the tiles in
the window of one of our down-

town establishments so people
can view from the outside,” she
said. “And we will be awarding
prizes and we will do it again next
year.”

She said the artist’s market we
will take place on the website.

“We did do a survey on our con-
stant contact list.,” Gruber said.
“Asked if they would be willing to
attend things with social distanc-
ing. Enough responded to con-
vince us we can keep the spirit of
the fest alive, but no huge crowds
at all. We are going to try doing
this with actual human beings
on the ground within guidelines.
My goal list is to be able to give
people a bit of hope even if it is in
small doses.”

WE UNDERSTAND CARE,
WE PRACTICE COMPASSION.

Offering a Continuum of Care in the Las Cruces Community!

We continue to build on our time-proven reputation for quality care,
state-of-the-art rehabilitation and recovery protocols. Our modern

facilities form a continuum of care to meet all of your needs.

Independent Living ® Senior Living ® ShortStay Care ® LongTerm Care

* Specialized Alzheimer’s Care ® Rehabilitation Services ® Physician Services

Casa Del Sol Center
2905 East Missouri
Las Cruces, NM 88011
Phone: 575-522-0404

The Village at Northrise
2880 N. Roadrunner Parkway

Las Cruces, NM 88011
Phone: 575-522-1110

:Eﬂ}j Genesis HealthCare®

Genesis CareLine (866) 745-CARE | www.genesishcc.com

Casa De Oro Center
1005 Lujan Hill Road
Las Cruces, NM 88007
Phone: 575-523-4573
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‘Dawn of Discovery’

Celebrating the spirit of space exploration

he Las Cruces Space Fes-
Ttival is alive and active

as it has posted a virtual
gallery, “Dawn of Discovery,” to
showcase the artists who were
chosen as part of the live event
that was canceled because of the
COVID-19 crisis.

The gallery, a multi-media ex-
hibit featuring international and
local artists portraying the beau-
ty of the universe and the excite-
ment of space exploration, can
be found at lcspacefestival.com/
gallery/.

Karen Conley, currently direc-
tor at the Dona Ana Arts Council
(DAAC), curated the show before
the Space Festival was canceled.

“I love curating,” she said.
“We were so excited and happy

about the amount of work and
the quality of work that was sub-
mitted for this show, which was
supposed to happen this spring.
We decided we needed to go
ahead and build an online plat-
form as a gesture of good will for
the artists — to do something for
them to get their work out there.”

Conley and Alice Carruth, a
festival organizer, also wanted to
show that the festival is still part
of Las Cruces. Now, the online
gallery features over 70 images of
artwork created by 43 artists and
will be available until Aug. 1.

“We want to be visible in the
community,” Conley said. “We

felt like it would be a good venue.
Last year almost 3,000 people
came through that art show [on

“Leo Rising” by Leslie Toombs

display at the Mesilla Valley Mall].”

She said they don’t know yet
if the festival will be able to hap-
pen in the fall or will have to
wait to next year, but it is still
sponsoring events.

The artists in the gallery are
welcome to sell their art, Con-
ley said. She said the sale is still
between the potential artist and
the buyer, with a recommended
donation to United Way of 20
percent of the sales.

We are an 80 acre full service
facility offering...

- Boarding, Breeding and Training
« Easy Forest Access

« Large Pens With Shelters and
Pasture Options

« All Horses Have Room to Run!
“50 Years Aspiring to Horsemanship”

WEBSITE: foothillsarabians.com
EMAIL: fharabians@zianet.com

575-654-6431

OWNERS BOB AND FLO HALL
27 EMERALD DRIVE
SILVER CITY, NM 88061

HELP US DEFEAT THE UNDERCOUNT AND
ENSURE DUR RHIDS HAVE A BRIGHT FUTURE

Census participation will help ensure Las Crucens get their fair share of
funding for schools, hospitals, education, and health programs we need
for strong families and a strong community.

The Census won’t ask for your immigration status and your answers
are protected by law.

BE A HERO AND RESPOND NOW TO AVOID A HOME VISIT

1) My2020Census.Gov

Q 1-844-330-2020 English
~/ 1-844-468-2020 Espaiol

>4 Fill out your paper questionnaire

a? For Questions, please call (575) 541-2100 or visit 2020Census.gov

ﬁl:ily of Las Cruces’

MOUNTEINE ®F OFFORTONITY
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JOIN US!

Tresco has immediate job
opportunities with excellent
benefit packages!

- Full Time & Part Time
- Benefits include:

e Medical ¢ Company Match

e Dental Retirement Plan

e Vision ¢ Employee Assistance
e Company Paid Program

Short Term Disability
e Paid Holidays
e Gifted PTO

e Cell Phone Stipend
¢ Mileage Reimbursement
e \/oluntary Benefits

Walk-in Interviews:
Every Thursday 9am to 4pm or apply online
at www.trescoinc.applytojob.com

1800 Copper Loop, Bidg 1
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575.527.4900
ﬁ [

¥ Jresco

Z www.trescoinc.org

We are an equal opportunity employer.

{ake a defour To
Desert Exposm/‘e

Explore the monthly Desert Exposure, “the biggest little
newspaper in the Southwest.” This eclectic arts and
leisure mag delivers a blend of content to make you
laugh, think and sometimes just get up and dance.

Here are some ways to get your Desert Exposure fix.

» Check area racks and newsstands
« Visit www.desertexposure.com

* Sign up for an annual mail
subscription for $54
(contact Teresa Tolonen,
teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com)

* Sign up for our semi-monthly
Desert Exposure email newsletter
(contact lan Clarke,
ian@lascrucesbulletin.com)

Share stories and photos
with Editor Elva Osterreich
(editor@desertexposure.com,
575-443-4408)

Promote your organization to our
widespread readership through
Desert Exposure advertising
with Pam Rossi
(pam@lascrucesbulletin.com,
575-635-6614)

1740-A Calle de Mercado
) ) Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-8061
www.desertexposure.com

exXposine

StanleydelGozo and Diana Le Marbe with “Bookends” sculpture.
(Photo by Resha Sabre)

ARTSEXPOSURE. o
STANLEYDELGOZO

A Sunny Day

Artist shows from back
of her truck

ﬁ few days ago, I received a phone call from Diana Le Marbe, of

Studio Le Marbe in Deming. Diana was excited to share with

us her new line of wood sculptures. Her recent modality has
been clay, however these wooden shapes have seemed to take on a
life of their own and it was her wish to unveil them at our house in a
“driveway” showing.

Early the next morning, Diana arrived with her pickup full of sculp-
tures, protection pillows and cardboard separators. Diana parked next
to our pickup and with both tailgates down created the perfect show-
case for her new line of sculpture...The entire array radiated Light and
Love, as she introduced us to each piece..."The Shrine, The Sanctuary,
The Flock, Contemplation which were entirely wood with a few em-
bellishments of stone etc. added. However, the piece which drew my
attention was “Bookends” a combination of modalities which Diana
calls “Assemblage Art.”

Diana has been showing her art in the Southwest for years and her
recent show entitled “Braceros, Melding History and Art” has found a
home in the “Bone Creek Museum and Agrarian Art Gallery in David
City, Nebraska after spending almost a year on tour in New Mexico.

We are truly blessed to have Diana’s work available to us as she is a
gentle and gracious example of artists, world-wide, who labor to uplift
and create pathways to make life beautiful.

Diana Le Marbe can be reached at 575-544-7708.

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS - FedEx - US Mail - Private Mailboxes
Re-Mailing - Fax - Copy + Notary
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri

Ph (575) 388-1967
Fax (575) 388-1623

Denise Dewald, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road
Silver City, NM 88061-7807

info@eaglemailservices.com

HOURS: T

Tuesday to Saturday
11am to 6pm

EASY, CONTACTLESS
Shopping or
Shipping

ZirY% S
BODY BREW

Silver City, NM
1330 N. Grant St.
a

ss from Penny Park)

WONDERFUL

SOAP

locally made

FACT:

Humans need soap.
(no judgement)

575-519-4704
ZIRYABS.COM

Visit us at

www.desertexposure.com
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Fireworks Extravaganza
Sky over Alamogordo to light up

he City of Alamogordo’s annual
TJuly 4th Fireworks Extravagan-

za, a community tradition for
more than 40 years, is scheduled for
Saturday, July 4. Coordinated by the
New Mexico Museum of Space Histo-
ry, the show is one of the largest in the
state and draws visitors from across
the region to watch. This year, for the
first time in its 42-year history, muse-
um members and the public will not
be allowed on the museum grounds
due to health concerns related to the
ongoing pandemic.

“Following the guidance of the gov-
ernor’s office and the Department of
Cultural Affairs, we've come to the
difficult decision of canceling public
attendance on the grounds of the mu-

The Fireworks will begin at approxi-
mately 9:15 p.m.; all events are weather
permitting with a back-up date of July
5. Music for the fireworks program
will be carried live on KZZX Radio,
105.3 FM, through the support of Burt
Broadcasting. The public is encouraged
to tune in early for the show, which will
feature a special musical tribute to the
military and first responders.

The museum, which is currently
closed due to Covid-19 precautions,
will remain closed to the public July
4. Residents are reminded that the
NMSU-A parking lots and grounds are
closed that evening as well. However,
the show may be viewed from almost
anywhere in the city. Museum mem-
bers who have purchased a VIP park-

by the New Mexico Museum of Space
History, the International Space Hall
of Fame Foundation, the City of Al-
amogordo and Burt Broadcasting. In
addition, the Alamogordo Police De-
partment, city fire department, county
fire departments, the Lincoln National
Forest and a large contingency of vol-
unteer fire and safety personnel make
the event possible.

The New Mexico Museum of Space
History, a Smithsonian affiliate, is a
division of the NM Department of Cul-
tural Affairs. For more information on
museum events or on how you can be-
come a member of the International
Space Hall of Fame Foundation, call
437-2840 or 1-877-333-6589, or visit
www.nmspacemuseum.org.

An explosion of color above the city highlights the
annual Fireworks Extravaganza at the New Mexi-
co Museum of Space History. This year, because
of the pandemic, museum members and the
public will not be allowed on the grounds of the
museum for the show. (Photo by Diana Powell)

seum,” said museum Executive Direc-
tor Chris Orwoll. “The fireworks show
is always visible across the basin and
we encourage people to enjoy it from
their yards or other favorite viewing
location.”

contacted via email. vISIT your
The July 4 Fireworks

Extravaganza is sponsored

ing pass for the event are
E New Mexico D I S C OV E R

eligible for a refund for the
THE MANY SIDES OF AAA

I
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cost of the pass and will be
.-l._l:_. ||.-:'

Stop by your local AAA New Mexico branch to take advantage of all your
AAA membership has to offer, including:

Travel MVD

Save up to 90% off administrative

fees versus private MVD providers

Visit: 3991 E. Lohman Ave.,
Suite A, Las Cruces, NM

Ko reme o AM rErmnch

Insurance
Competitive rates on Auto, Vacalion planning services, plus
Home and Life Insurance EXCLUSIVE AAA Member Benefits

Call: 1-877-222-1020
Cl|ck AAA.com/TraveISaIe

Southern New Mexico July 4 eventis

Las Cruces

The annual “Electric Light Parade” is going virtual and
lights are optional for this parade. The parade, “Celebrat-
ing our Heroes” Virtual Electric Light Parade, is a tribute to
all those who have kept the community going through this
pandemic. Las Crucens showed their appreciation by sub-
mitting photo entries aligned with the theme which were
entered into several categories. Categories include Yard
and Vehicle Decorations, Patriotic Family Photo, Patriotic
Pets, Patriotic Hairstyle or Face Paint and Patriotic Face
Covering.

All entries will be showcased in a virtual parade event on
CLC TV-20 and social media. For more information about
the Virtual Electric Light Parade, go to las-cruces.org/
FourthofJuly or call Parks and Recreation Department at
575-641-2550 or email clcengage@las-cruces.org.

The City of Las Cruces had not determined if it would
hold a firework display at press time.

& 0 oollecdon
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Believe it or not, our real
estate market is primed to
move homes. As crazy as
things are right now in the
world, if you’re ready to
buy or sell a home, it’s still

the perfect time to act!

Socorro

At noon Saturday, July 4, online concerts begin on Face-
book, Youtube and Twitch featuring Socorro bands Roon,
Doug Figgs Trio, Mine Country Drifters, The Murillos, Rob
Lopez & The Infidels and Suavecito as recorded live at
Socorro Sessions Social Distance Concert Series.

New Mexico Tech’s annual July 4 fireworks display will
take place at dark. In order to ensure everyone can see
the display while practicing proper social distancing in
accordance with New Mexico’s COVID-19 guidelines, the
fireworks will be relocated to near the top of M Mountain.
This will allow the Socorro community to take in the fire-
works from the comfort of their homes. While the Socorro
community usually takes in the display from the New
Mexico Tech Golf Course, the course will not be available
for spectators this year. In order to protect the health and
wellbeing of the Socorro community, NMT’s main campus
is closed for viewing of the fireworks, as well as all other
4th of July festivities.

Call us for more info!

Hacienda Realty
isthe No.1
Independent Brokerage
In Silver Gity, NM!

Alamogordo

The “Reverse Parade” 4th of July event will be unlike
any parade the city of Alamogordo has planned or hosted
before. This year’s Independence Day Parade will be held
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Saturday, July 4 at the Otero County
Fairgrounds, 401 Fairgrounds Road. Parade entrants will
be parked, and the viewer will drive by them. Citizens are
encouraged to decorate their vehicles, which they will
slowly drive through the stationary parade, to add to the
festivities. Participants will be able to tune their radios to
KHII 88.9/100.5 FM Alamogordo or KEDU 102.3 FM Ruido-
so for special patriotic music and parade commentary.

call 575-388-1921

www.haciendarealtysc.com
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For your Pets!

Boarding Daycare Training Grooming Retail

Certified Trainers and Pet Care Technicians Follow us on Facebook

11745 Hwy 180 E, Silver City, NM www.misamigospetcare.com 575-388-4101

OUR PERSONAL COMMITMENT
IS TO EXCEED EXPECTATIONS.

Steinborn.Commercial Real Estate,

in a partnership with TCN Worldwide,
provides you with all of your commercial
real estate needs .

miTem

STEINBORN

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

S75-532-2345

GET SOLAR & AC

AND SAVE BIG

SAVE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL EACH MONTH

25 YEAR
WARRANTY

$$89,94

A MONTH

COMBINED

Amana Lifetime Warranty |
Last AC You'll Every Buy

Lic #380200 ® 4.38 kw ® $36,000 financed at 2.99% is combo
price $89.94 for 18 months then reamortize OAC.

B RD 575-449-3277

YELLOWBIRDAC.COM ¢ YELLOWBIRDSOLAR.COM

Visit us at

www.desertexposure.com
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Deer, Bobcdats, Javelr

plo]

Critters not out to hurt people

here have been multiple
Tv1s1ts to neighborhood

yards in Las Cruces, par-
ticularly on the east side, of wild
critters. Bobcats in particular
have enjoyed multiple sightings
and reportings.

Las Cruces district Game and
Fish Department Sergeant Chris
Ortega said an increase in wild-
life in the backyards of the city is
not unusual for this time of year.

“There are a lot of bobcats that
come to the golf course area,”
he said. “People are watering,
drawing in the prey base. The
deer are coming in. The Talave-
ra area, Las Alturas, is where we
are getting all the animals.”

If you see a bobcat, the thing
to do is make noise, he said.
Avoid direct eye contact and
back away from the animal and
they will move off. If you have

Lush, frlendly habitats are a
draw for prey animals seeking
nourishment which in turn, en-
tices some predators like this
bobcat spotted by Jim Enright
in the Sonoma Ranch Golf
Course area. (Courtesy photo
by Jim Enright)

pets, take them in at night and
their food and water also. The
big cats come to town following
prey who are coming in for the
moisture. But the predators like

No hormones or antibiotics
Quarters, halves, or wholes

(575) 313-4028

Installation and Refinishing of Hardwood Floors
"Reveal the true beauty of what lies just beneath your feet"

Call Daniel Freeman for a free estimate
575-590-6081 ¢ SILVER CITY, NM

Specializing in Hardwood and Bamboo Flooring in Grant Co for over 15 years

'._ D M

call...
575-538-0850

AUTO CLINIC __

Mountain Yusic
CHECK US OUT ON CRAIG’S LIST

New & Used Musical Instruments
Consignments
Trade-Ins
2330 S. Valley Drive

823-0603

M-F 10AM - 6PM « SAT10AM - 5PM « SUN 10AM - 2PM

the moisture too and will enjoy
laying around on cool concrete
and sometimes even pool covers
as well as taking sips from the
local ponds.

“They are sometimes habitu-
ated to people and not usually
sick,” Ortega said. “We don’t do a
whole lot with them. If we remove
that predator that is not causing
hate and discontent, the chance of
another one coming in and being
dangerous is pretty high.”

Las Cruces has a lot of urban
sprawl, so it is creeping into the
territory of the animals. Also,
rainfall is below average making
the hot, dry conditions encour-
age creatures to look to lush
places for nourishment.

Ortega said his department
is also getting calls from peo-
ple picking up birds from the
ground they think are hurt. Most
of the time, they are not hurt,
but fledglings learning to fly. The
parents will watch and feed their
young at that stage.

“The best thing to do is leave it
alone,” he said. “We don’t want to
try to rehab when there is nothing
is wrong with the birds. COVID is
making if more difficult to trans-
port those critters. If we can, we
put them back in the nest.”

Another animal commonly
sighted in urban sprawl of Las
Cruces is the javelina. Several
years ago as drought plagued
the area, Ortega said, the farm-
ers started pumping more and
more water as river allowances
dropped. This caused the water
at Burn Lake to dry up and the
Elephant Butte Irrigation Dis-
trict stopped putting water in
the drainage canals. In turn, this
made an avenue of the drainage
ditches for the javelina.

“We have javelina where we
never had them before,” he said.
“There is a fine balance which
has to do with the participation
levels. It happens every year.”

If javelina are cornered, they can
be dangerous. Ortega said if you
encounter javelina, make yourself
known, make a lot of noise.

“Their sense of smell and
hearing is excellent, but they
can't see worth a darn, so they
will take off,” he said. “Any an-
imal can be dangerous. If they
have young or you corner them,
they will protect themselves.”

Mesilla Book Center

+ Books about the West, Mexico, horses,
cowhoys, Native Americans & More

« Children's books & Toys
: « Gifts & more
Some of the best books never mafe the Gestsellr fsts’

On the Plaza - (575) 526-6220

Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm
Sun 1 pm-5 pm, Closed Mon

PEST CONTROL

DONA ANA

Insured

LET US TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR
PEST CONTROL NEEDS!

ROACHES, MICE, BEDBUGS,
SPIDERS & TERMITES

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! (575) 523-4295
Dona Ana Pest Control Inc. , PO Box 1225, Las Cruces, NM 88004 www meetlascruces.com/Dona-Ana-Pest-Control-in-Las-Cruces
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Surprise guest takes a drink

ur house was built 20
years ago on a lot inside
the city limits in a sub-

division carved out of the edge
of the desert. Behind our back
wall the land dips into a shallow
arroyo and then extends for sev-
eral miles without habitations
for humans.

When we moved into our new
house, we knew we were in the
territory of beings that had been

there long before us and that
we should try to intrude as little
as possible. At first it was hard
with black widow spiders, taran-
tulas, centipedes, and the like.
We prevailed. The insects and
arachnids mostly moved on.
Then there was the year of
the rattlesnakes. It seems that
a nest of rattlers had hatched
somewhere nearby, and we had
several encounters with snakes

A visiting bobcat grabs a drm at the Burr home in Las Cruces

(Courtesy photo by Alex Burr)

that summer. The animal control
people we called, trapped them
live and said that their policy
was to release them somewhere
far from human habitations.

We have had, now, several
years of distant co-habitation
with desert-dwelling critters.
That is, until Saturday morn-
ing. We walked out to see if any
new flowers had bloomed in
the garden or if a quail family
had scaled the wall to breakfast
under the bird feeder. Alex had
his camera ready for these pos-
sibilities. We were surprised to
see a large creature lapping wa-
ter from our small fishpond. He
turned his head to look at us and
then went back to drinking.

This began an approximate
20-minute encounter with a
wild bobcat. After his drink he
walked over to the wall, jumped
over, and settled down for a nap
under a bush in the arroyo. We

A bobcat visits the Burr home and checks out the photographer,
apparently unafraid. (Courtesy photo by Alex Burr)

continued chattering, pointing,
and photographing. For a reason
unknown to us, he abandoned
his nap and jumped back into
our yard. He explored another
part of the yard and then settled
down near the wall, His curiosity
or caution may have induced him
to keep an eye on the person point-
ing something at him. Thus, the
photographer got several shots
of him staring into the camera.
Eventually. he ambled over to

the corner, leapt over the wall
again and turned south through
the desert behind the subdivi-
sion. Will he return for another
drink of water sometime? Has
this wild animal at some point in
his past been somewhat domes-
ticated? Will he jump on a small,
yapping dog, and become an en-
emy of civilization? Our cursory
research re to us that bobcats
hunt mostly at dawn and dusk,
and sleep during the day.

VISIT

HISTORICAL
TULAROSA, Wi

¢ CONSIGNMENT e ART
¢ CLOTHING ¢ FURNITURE

Vintage Accessories
Tye-Dye Apparel
Handmade Gifts

Arts & Crafts
Rustic Furniture
Hand Bags

Tulie

314 Granado St., Tularosa NM 88352
(575) 585-0087 - Business ® (574) 903-9427 - Cell

Southwest Art, af;s, Furniture & Décor
Featuring Regional and Local Artists!

Horse Feathers Gallery Tularosa NM

318 Granado St., Tularosa, NM 88352
Store: (575) 585-4407 Cell: (575) 495-5671

THE MERC

Dare to dream!

316 Granado Street
Fabulous Tularosa,
New Mexico/88352
greatrepnm@gmail.com
Ilke us on facebook-The Merc
www.themercintulie.com
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ne day, back in the pre-
Covid world, I was out
on a hike with my young

horse, taking the opportunity to
give us both a little exercise. I
ran into a nice couple on the trail,
out for a nice walk as well on a
beautiful day. After some basic
pleasantries, they asked me why
I wasn’t riding my horse and was
there something wrong with her.

Given my quest to make ev-
eryone I meet a little bit smart-
er about horses, hoping this
will somehow help the future
of horses in our world today, I
offered them a mini free lesson
right there. I described how I
was actually “riding” my horse
right now, teaching her what kind
of behavior and pace I wanted on
the trail, and what my expecta-
tions where for her around new
people in a place she’d never
been. I showed how I was teach-
ing the horse by the way I was
leading her or using my body or
my lead rope to ask for certain
responses, just the way I would
if I was in the saddle. I explained
that horses are visual learners,
and that this particular horse has
a problem with patience, and that
it's more effective to teach her
about patience from the ground
first where she can see me rather
than from the saddle.

I also explained that as a young
horse with relatively little trail
experience, it made sense from
the viewpoint of safety to see
how she reacted to a new place
from the ground first, especially
in an area where there are many
hikers, bikers and other riders.

They seemed to really appre-
ciate the time I took and the in-
formation I gave them. Maybe
they’ll respect horses a bit more
and see there is more to them
than just jumping on and riding
without taking the time to know
and teach a horse.

Seeing how these people re-

TALKING HORSES o 5CoTT THOMSON

Improve Your Riding
Improving yourself is key to better horsemanship

acted to a point of view that was
so different from their percep-
tion of horses as just animals to
be ridden for fun got me think-
ing about a larger subject, what
it takes to be good with horses
and, by extension, a good rider.
For the past 20 years I've tried to
figure out ways to convince peo-
ple it’s about so much more than
just riding, and that the keys are
in us and we can always do bet-
ter, no matter how old or experi-
enced we may be.

A few months later I came
across an article by Denny Emer-
son. I hadn’t heard of this rider/
trainer but after doing some re-
search found that he is a legend
in the disciplines of eventing and
endurance riding. His is a fasci-
nating story, and the article “The
Best Kept Secrets of Riding Suc-
cess” in Equus magazine, and
the book “How Good Riders Get
Good,” are both worth a look.

Much of his writing is aimed
at competitive riders but I found
some of his specific points and
his overall philosophy about
personal but improvable traits
touch on much of what I have
tried to focus on in my own
teaching, especially to everyday
recreational riders.

There are three areas I've al-
ways had as part of any teaching
relationship, and for the most
part I've driven my students cra-
zy with how I've stressed the ne-
cessity to work on these things
to get better with horses. So, I
was happy to see someone at the
level of Denny Emerson includ-
ing these same issues on his list
of qualities critical to success
for any equestrian.

Patience. “If I could choose a
single trait to confer to any rider
or trainer, it would be patience.
Webster’s Dictionary defines
patience as ‘the will or ability
to wait without complaint...
the bearing of suffering, provo-

cation, delay, tediousness, etc.
with calmness and self-control.’
All the words from the dictio-
nary are implicit in the training,
schooling or riding a horse.”

Or, in different words but with
the same message from Ray Hunt
- “it’ll take as long as it takes.”

As a trainer, the questions I
hate the most from any horse
owner tend to the ones that in-
dicate a lack of patience by the
owner. How long will this take?
How many times will  have to do
this before I can move on or be-
fore my horse understands? Why
is it taking so long for my horse
to get this? Is any of this even
necessary? Believe me, it is very
hard to take the long view with
horses, to feel good about slowly
building a foundation and skills,
in yourself and your horse, that
will pay dividends maybe years
down the line. Sometimes it just
doesn't feel like fun. But I can say
this for sure. If you don’t have
the patience to deal with the up
and down journey with a horse
with “calmness and self-control,”
you'll never get better or be as
good as you could be.

Work ethic. This certainly goes
hand in hand with patience. Em-
erson says, “so many riders these
days have been deprived of or
denied the privilege of struggle.
Maybe parents today don’t see
it as important to instill a work
ethic, but without one, tolerating
the daily grind, even enjoying the
daily grind of horse work, and all
the obstacles, may seem insur-
mountable. What a true work eth-
ic gives an individual is the forti-
tude to realize the goal of being
good with horses will take a very
long time, and that’s OK.”

In all my years of teaching, I
can honestly say I haven’t had a
single student that was a natural
and didn’t need to spend hours of
practice with a focused commit-
ment to get better. I put myself

..’ .__.‘ "

WRITIN
CONTE

There are two categories: Prose and poetry

Prizes include publication,

four $25 runner-up prizes

and a $100 grand prize.

" Mail entries to:
Desert Exposure

Las Cuces, NM 88005

or email to:

contest@desertexposure.com

firmly in that camp. I was any-
thing but a natural. I've worked
at it and continue to do so every
time I go to the barn, but I'm still
nowhere near where I want to
be. I suppose my New England
roots had something to do with
my personal enjoyment of work
and practice. Who knows? I do
know students I've had with the
right kind of drive and the will-
ingness to work on things — even
the not so fun things - even at the
expense of a ride with friends
or when hearing skepticism or
criticism from other riders, have
improved and have more good
things going on with their horses
than others will ever get.

Detail orientation. Nothing
drives my students crazier than
my attention to details. How you
tie a horse, how you hold your
lead rope, what you wear, the
condition of your tack, how you
manage your reins — the list goes
on and on. I've always said it dis-
respects your horse if you aren’t
fully prepared and organized,
and that your horse appreciates
the thoroughness. To him, it’s a
sign you care and that you're a
good leader. Attention to all the
little things will also keep your
safer. So, I was happy to read
this from Emerson:

“Meticulous horsemen are
more likely to become good
riders because they pay atten-
tion to the details. It's not easy
to be picky about small details
but if the finished performance
is no more than the sum of a
hundred parts, then each part
must be polished and finished in
its own right. Excellent horse-
men are meticulous and knowl-
edgeable about everything, not
just riding. They know feeding,
shoeing, medications, the impor-
tance of clean well-fitting tack,
clean grooming equipment, tack
rooms and horse trailers.”

Emerson’s list of “secrets”

is quite a bit longer but what I
found interesting is the way he
brings them all back to define
the “character” of a rider. “Our
emotions, taken together with
the way we respond to these
emotions, create what is often
called character. We experience
the same range of emotions as
all other human athletes, but
with a difference. We're not
alone. Our horse also has emo-
tions. Our emotions affect him,
and his affect us. Each horse has
his own unique character, just
like us, so if we want to influ-
ence our horses most effective-
ly, we should strive to model our
own character on that found in
the best riders.”

I will continue to take my time
with my young horse, paying at-
tention to every little detail and
listening to everything she says
about each step we take. I'll
make sure I'm clear in my own
mind about what we're trying
to do and that I'm competent in
both the mental and physical as-
pects of what I need to do, and
that the horse is ready mentally
and physically as well. I know
everything we do can be better,
softer, quieter and more relaxed,
and I'll take whatever time is
necessary to get there. And I
won'’t be disappointed if we nev-
er get there.

Ithink that’s the best way, and
apparently so do some of the
greats. I urge all riders to do the
same.

Scott Thomson
lives in Silver [
City and i,-,_
teaches natural f g
horsemanship i
and
Soundation
training.
You can contact him at
hsthomson@msn.com
or 575-388-1830.

Desert Exposure
continues its
longstanding

writing contest.

Winners will be featured in the
October and November issues of
Desert Exposure.

Submit your best article, short story, essay, poem or

other piece of writing by Aug. 15. Entries must be

previously unpublished and will be judged on quality

and how well they express some aspect of life in
1740-A Calle de Mercado southern New Mexico. Please limit entries to a maximum

of two. Maximum length per entry is 4,000 words.

Include name, postal address and email if you

have one. Entries cannot be returned.
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Grant County Weekly Events

SUNDAYS
Archaeology Society — 536-3092,
whudson43@yahoo.com.
Cocaine Anonymous —
allwaterman@yahoo.com.

MONDAYS

AARP Widowed and Single
Persons of Grant County
Contact Sally, 537-3643.

Al-Anon family group, New Hope
Contact: 313-7891.

Grant County Federated
Republican Women -
313-7997.

Meditation for Beginners —

Jeff, 956-6647. www.
lotuscentersc.org.

Silver City Squares —

Kay, 956-7186 or Linda 590-1499.

Silver Chorale -

Contact Anne, 288-6939.

Southwest New Mexico ACLU
Bob Garrett, 575-590-4809.

TUESDAYS

Alzheimer’s/Dementia Support
Margaret, 388-4539.

Bayard Historic Mine Tour —

Call 537-3327 for reservation.

Figure/Model Drawing —

Dan Larson, 654-4884.

Gilawriters — Contact Trish Heck,
trish.heck@gmail.com or call
534-0207.

Multiple Sclerosis Support Group
email for this month’s location:
huseworld@yahoo.com.

PFLAG Silver City —

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
3845 N. Swan. 575-590-8797.
Republican Party of Grant County
— 3 Rio de Arenas Road (the old

Wrangler restaurant).

Slow Flow Yoga —

Becky Glenn, 404-234-5331.

Southwest New Mexico Quilters
Guild - Newcomers and visitors
are welcome. 388-8161.

Westerners Corral - Jody Bailey-
Hall at: Jody_bailey88045@
yahoo.com or call 575 342-2621
and leave a message.

WEDNESDAYS

ACA Meeting (Adult Children of
Alcoholics and Dysfunctional
Families) — 714 N. Bullard St.
Athena, 575-590-8300.

Al-Anon family group — Arenas
Valley (the old radio station).
Contact: 313-7891.

Archaeology Society —

Visit www.gcasnm.org, or email
webmaster@gcasnm.org, or call
536-3092 for details.

Babytime Sing & Play —
538-3672 or ref @silvercitymail.
com.

Back Country Horsemen —
WNMU Watts Hall, opposite CVS
Pharmacy, Hwy. 180. Subject to
change. 574-2888.

Brain Injury and Stroke Support
Group — GRMC Billy Sasper
Rehab & Wellness Center, 300 E.
16th St., Silver City.

A Course in Miracles —
Information, 534-9172 or 534-1869.

Future Engineers — 538-3672 or
ref@silvercitymail.com.

Gin Rummy —corner of Yankie and
Texas Streets in Silver City.

Grant County Democratic Party
Sen. Howie Morales building,
3060 E. Hwy. 180. 654-6060.

Ladies Golf Association — Silver
City Golf Course.

Prostate Cancer Support Group
— 388-1198 ext. 10.

Storytime — 538-3672 or ref@
silvercitymail.com.

Yoga for happiness — Lotus Center,
211 W. Broadway. 574-5451.

THURSDAYS

Blooming Lotus Meditation —
Lotus Center, 211 W. Broadway.
313-7417, geofarm@pobox.com.

De-stressing Meditations — New
Church of the SW Desert, 1302
Bennett St. 313-4087.

Grant County Rolling Stones Gem and
Mineral Society —Memory Lane,
Silver City. Anita, 907-830-0631.

Historic Mining District & Tourism
Meeting — Bayard Community

Center, 290 Hurley Ave., Bayard.
537-3327.

Little Artist Club — Silver City
Public Library, 515 W. College
Avenue. 538-3672 or ref@
silvercitymail.com.

TOPS — First Presbyterian Church,
1915 Swan, 538-9447.

Vinyasa Flow Yoga — Lotus
Center at 211 W. Broadway,
Becky Glenn, 404-234-5331.

WildWorks Youth Space — Silver
City Public Library, 515 W.
College Avenue, 538-3672 or
ref@silvercitymail.com.

FRIDAYS

Overeaters Anonymous — First
United Methodist Church. 654-
2067.

Silver City Woman’s Club — 411
Silver Heights Blvd. Lucinda,
313-4591.

Women’s Al-Anon Meeting:
Women Embracing Recovery
— La Clinica Health and Birth
Center, 3201 Ridge Loop, Silver
City. Contact:313-7891.

SATURDAYS

Alcoholics Anonymous “Black
Chip” —First United Methodist
Church.

Evening Prayer in the Eastern
Orthodox Tradition —
Theotokos Retreat Center, 5202
Hwy. 152, Santa Clara. 537-4839.

Kids Bike Ride — Bikeworks, 815
E. 10th St. Dave Baker, 388-1444.

Narcotics Anonymous — New 180
Club, 1661 Hwy. 180 E.

Vinyasa Flow Yoga — Becky
Glenn, 404-234-5331.

All phone numbers are area code
575 except as noted. Send updates
to events@desertexposure.com.

SLVER CITY MANSTREET

Signs Keep Goi

ng Up

New street light banner welcomes folk

ilver City MainStreet has
Sinstalled banners on the

Street Lights downtown
that say “Welcome” and “Main
Street Plaza” at the entrance to
the Plaza in downtown Silver
City. The signs were installed by
the Community Youth Building
Project lead by Gary Stailey.

The signs are one more step of
implementing the Historic Down-
town Signage Plan written in
2016 with input from community
members, the Town of Silver City
and Silver City MainStreet. NM
MainStreet revitalization special-
ists helped MainStreet and the
Town with the design and details
for the comprehensive wayfind-
ing plan.

Four wayfinding signs have al-
ready been installed downtown
with maps and distances in min-
utes to key walking destinations.
Highway signs using the design
work were also installed in 2018
for the Stories from our Streets
interpretive guide. The banners
are another part of the plan im-
plementation. Historic street
signs are also in the signage plan.

(Courtesy Photos)

“We are so lucky to have a

very walkable downtown,” said
Patrick Hoskins, board president
of Silver City MainStreet. “The
banners make an attractive and
friendly welcome to downtown.
Having signs at the entrance to
the Main Street Plaza will also
help merchants direct residents
and tourists to that location.
“Our hope is that organizations
and businesses will sponsor
more signs. They can have their
logos printed at the bottom of the
signs. We are especially hopeful
to have holiday banners on each
light pole this upcoming season.”

Silver City MainStreet Project
is celebrating 35 years of ser-
vice to Silver City this year. The
MainStreet program is a national
program fostering economic de-
velopment in local communities
and operates under the NM Main-
Street program and the state Eco-
nomic Development Department.

The mission of Silver City
MainStreet is “To encourage a vi-
brant, historic downtown Silver
City which is recognized as the
heart of our diverse community.”
Please visit our website, www.
silvercitymainstreet.com to learn
more.

Do you QLXTINE

Dumbfounder

in Desert %
Exposure?Z

by Dave Thomas

If so, try out the

Weekly in el Hefensor Chieftain, and online at
www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm !

Marie C. Weil, PsyD, ABPP, LLC
Clinical Psychologist * Psicologa Clinica
Board Certified in Clinical Health Psychology
Telehealth: https://mariecweilpsyd.com/telehealth/
Silver City, New Mexico (575)342-1236

Website: MarieCWeilPsyD.com

BOARD CERTIFIED

DONALD J. STINAR, M.D.

110 E. 11th Street
SILVER CITY, NM 88061
(575) 388-0184

(575) 388-0186 Fax

'Erﬂ"\—ra,ws ersonal Qs{o\«o’werwﬂw

Ronnie Joan Diener LMFT, LPCC

LEARN TO TRUST CONFIDENTLY IN
YOUR FEELINGS, INTUITION AND HEART
THROUGH PURE FEELING AWARENESS.

Silver City, NM 575- 535- 2762 Quantum Psychology
5 Over 35 Years Experience www.quantumviewtherapy.net
el Lo

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAS
Robert Pittman
Certified Advanced ROLFER”
Center for Healing Arts, 300 Yankie St., Silver City

Appomtment or free consultation:

575-313-4379

PILATES

DANCING STONES STUDIO
109 N. BULLARD *

SILVER CITY

+ Banish Back Pain

+Increase Bone Density

« Sculpt Abdominal Muscles

+Posture and Stride Retraining

« Duet Packages and One-on-One Instruction

575-538-1256

carolwatsonbrand@gmail.com
Carol L. Watson-Brand

Fully Certified Pilates Instructor
Z-Health® Movement Reeducation Specialist

Southwost Now Moxico's |

Best Restaurant Guide

Track the region’s
many great
restaurants with
Red or Green?,
the restaurant
guide in

Desert Exposure.

Visit Desert Exposure online at g

www.desertexposure.com
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TLE 5TARRY DOME. « BY BERT STEVENS

Corona Borealis,
The Northern Crown
Planets forming, galaxies colliding

verhead on these July
evenings, Corona Borea-
lis, the Northern Crown,

is a small constellation of mostly
fourth-magnitude stars forming
a semicircle opening to the east
toward Hercules. Greek astron-
omer Ptolemy listed Corona Bo-
realis as one of the 48 constella-
tions in his second century star
catalog, the Almagest.

In Greek mythology, the god
of wine and winemaking, Di-
onysus, married the Cretan
princess Ariadne. He presented
her a crown on the day of their

marriage. The gold crown was
studded with jewels from India
impressed into the gold by He-
phaestus, the god of fire. Later,
Dionysus put the crown in the
sky as Corona Borealis.

While most of the stars in this
constellation are fourth magni-
tude, the brightest star is Alph-
ecca (Alpha Coronae Borealis),
shining at magnitude +2.2. It is
located at the center of the arc
of stars that forms Corona. The
name Alphecca is taken from
the Arabic name for this con-
stellation, but this star was once

Holy Trinity Anglican Chureh ~
at the Old St. Mary’s Chapel
1801 N. Alabama Street, Silver City

Holy Eucharist: 10:30am Sundays

The chapel is open for prayer and meditation between
9:00am to 10:00pm Daily
Phone: (575) 956-6221
Email: info@holytrinityanglicansilver.org

@<

AILEEN SHEPHERD,
Daoctor of Oriental Medicine
Acupuncture and Herbs
109 W, Broadway
Silver City, NM
575-956-5662

Mondav-Friday (by appt only)
Accepts Most Insurance

10+ Years Experience

Pain Reliel, Headaches, Insomnia, Stress Reduction,
Digestive/Tmmunity Issues, Facial Rejuvenation & Longevity, Addictions

Silver City, N\M

Mary Hokom—-Counseling

Specia[iz'm in Fami[y, Children, and Individual tflerap ies

with traditional and playful approaches to hea

575-574-2163 Y

hokomm@gmail.com
Located at 301 W. College Ave. Suite #1

ng...

,’\/
Horizon

Boutique Assisted Living § Memory Care

Blue

named Gemma, Latin for “jew-
el.” Alphecca is about 75 light-
years distant from us.

Alphecca is not a single star,
but a binary star with the two
component stars circling each
other every 17.36 days. The two
stars are much closer together
than the distance from Mercury
to the Sun. The primary star is
2.6 times the mass of our Sun, a
white star with a spectral class of
AOQ. The secondary star is slightly
smaller and yellower than our
Sun, with a spectral class of G5.
An excess of infrared light com-
ing from this star system is due
to a large disc of dust encircling
the two stars extending out to one
and a half times the distance from
the Sun to Pluto. It is possible that
this disc will eventually form plan-
ets that will orbit the two stars.

At the southern end of Corona
Borealis is the massive galaxy
cluster Abell 2142. This cluster
is six million light-years across,
but at 1.24 billion light-years, it
is less than a third of the Moon’s
diameter across in our sky. Gal-
axies come in a vast range of
sizes, from tiny dwarf galaxies,
barely 200 light-years across,
to giant elliptical galaxies more
than 700,000 light-years across.

Larger galaxies are usually ac-
companied by smaller galaxies
that orbit them. Our Milky Way
galaxy is surrounded by at least
20 companion galaxies that,
along with the Andromeda Gal-
axy and its companions, make
up the Local Group of galaxies.
Galaxy groups can contain just a
few galaxies up to dozens of gal-
axies. Our Local Group has more
than 50 galaxies.

Galaxy clusters, on the other
hand, have hundreds to thou-
sands of galaxies. Abell 2142 has
hundreds of galaxies that swim
in an ocean of gas that surrounds
this cluster. The surrounding
gas contains enough material

Hercules
Corona Borealis

Alphecca

Serpens

Ophiuchus

Abell 2142 L Nysa xapootes

Canes Venatici

Coma.Berenices

Virgo

Corona Borealis passes directly overhead on these July evenings.
The Northern Crown opens to the east, facing Hercules. Most

of the stars in the Crown are fourth magnitude, but the center
star, Alphecca, is magnitude +2.2. Corona Borealis is nestled
between the kite-shaped Bodtes and the keystone of Hercules.
There are only a few galaxies visible with a small telescope in this

constellation.

Calendar of Events - July 2020 (MDT)

04 10:44 p.m.Full Moon
10 2 am.
12 1 am.
12 1 am.

Venus greatest brightness for this apparition
Mercury stands still
Aldebaran 1.0 degrees south of Venus

12 5:29 p.m. Last Quarter Moon

14 2 am.
20 11:33 a.m. New Moon
20 4 p.m.
22 9 am.

Jupiter opposite side of the Earth from the Sun

Saturn opposite side of the Earth from the Sun
Mercury greatest distance from Sun (20 degrees)

27 6:32 a.m. First Quarter Moon

to make thousands of addition-
al galaxies. The gas is very hot,
with the outer gas cloud over
100-million degrees. Inside that
cloud, the density increases, but
the temperature cools to seventy
million degrees. Down near the
center of the cluster, the gas is a
“cool” 50-million degrees.

Abell 2142 is surprisingly not
a single galaxy cluster, but two
clusters that are colliding. Even
in a cluster, the galaxies are so
far apart that that the two clus-
ters are passing through each
other without harming the in-
dividual galaxies. The gas sur-
rounding the clusters is another
matter. The gas cloud associated
with each cluster collides with
the other, heating up to the high
temperatures seen in this clus-
ter. These temperatures are high
enough to emit X-rays that were
observed by the Earth-orbiting
Candra X-Ray Observatory.

In addition to the two colliding
clusters, there is another small
group of galaxies well outside the
colliding clusters but being pulled
toward them. This small group
consists of four large galaxies,
along with some smaller ones that
were too faint to be observed. As
this group falls toward the collid-
ing pair, the gas surrounding the
group is being stripped away by
outlying gas from Abell 2142.

This leaves a trail of hot gas that
Chandra can see in X-rays. The
trail marks where the group has
been and shows that the group
is heading straight toward Abell
2142. The first 800,000 light-years
of the trail is still fairly narrow,
being held together by magnet-
ic fields. Beyond a million light-
years, the tail spreads out, indi-
cating the magnetic fields are no
longer containing it.

STARRY DOME

continued on page 23

Premium Rate with 3 Month Commitment

575063601142

2707 Spitz Street, Las Cruces, NM

bluehorizonmemorycare.com
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WUHATS UP WITH THAT? « MKE cool

Paws and Reflect

It's Smokey THE Bear, thank you very much

finally know why Smokey
Bear doesn’t have a middle
name ... anymore.

When I was growing up, it was
always Smokey THE Bear. Then,
mysteriously, Smokey’s middle
name began to disappear, be-
coming a sort of now-you-see-it,
now-you-don’t ex-the. The only
explanation was, “You don’t say,
‘Santa THE Claus’ or ‘Easter
THE Bunny.””

Oh, yeah? Tell that to Winnie
Pooh and Jack Ripper.

It turns out, the “the” came
about in 1952 when Steve Nel-
son and Jack Rollins wrote a
song called “Smokey the Bear.”
(Nelson and Rollins also wrote
“Frosty the Snowman.”)

At last, the vital detail: The ex-
the is all about getting the meter
right in a song lyric!

Here’s the chorus:

“Smokey the Bear, Smokey
the Bear

Prowlin’ and a-growlin’ and a
sniffin’ the air

He can find a fire before it
starts to flame

That's why they call him Smokey,

That was how he got his name.”

Listen to Eddie Arnold’s 1952
recording at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Myz93sXW66Y and
just try to sing along without the
ex-the; it’s unbearable.

SMOKEY THE BHII.

Wards g iy by AUV HELECR] mad FACE BEHLIS

The “Smokey the Bear” sheet
music has words and music by
Steve Nelson and Jack Rollins,
artwork by Rudy Wendelin.
(Photos are from www.nal.
usda.gov)

The song was part of the non-
profit Advertising Council’s pub-
lic service program to prevent
forest fires — apparently the lon-
gest running PSA series in the Ad
Council’s 78-year history. Bambi
was the first character featured
on a fire-prevention poster, re-
placed by a bear named Smokey
in August 1944.

A small black bear was discov-
ered with burned paws clinging
to a dead tree after the Capitan
Gap wildfire that started May 4,
1950 in the Capitan Mountains
of the Lincoln National Forest
in Lincoln County, New Mexico.
The fire destroyed 17,000 acres

and orphaned the bear, who was
rescued by a forest ranger and
nicknamed Smokey. The little
bear was flown to the National
Zoo in Washington, D.C. to be-
come the living symbol of fire
prevention. Before he died Nov.
9, 1976, Smokey received so
much fan mail that he was given
his own zip code.

Smokey also became one of
New Mexico’s most enduring
icons, along with RALF (Roswell
Alien Life Form) and Billy THE
Kid. He (the bear) is buried in
Smokey Bear (grrr!) Historical
Park in Capitan. Alas, even his
grave marker omits the ex-the.

“Smokey the Bear (sic) Lyrics
and Music” is the title of the web-
site with the Smokey song sheet
music (www.nal.usda.gov/exhib-
its/speccoll/items/show/8214?col-
lection=15). The sic obviously
refers to the ex-the. Sigh.

What's the grammar lesson
here? Simply — and sadly — that
the ex-the in Smokey THE Bear
exists only in song. Saying it is
like using a turn signal: polite but
no longer considered necessary.

For me, the ex-the is simply an
article of faith.

In any case, the world’s most
famous bear likely would have
turned 70 years old in 2020. Hap-
py the birthday, Smokey!

STARRY DOME
continued from page 22

The initial collision between
the two galaxy clusters in Abell
2142 occurred between one and
two billion years ago. Chandra’s
observation of this collision will
help astronomers better under-
stand the dynamics of galaxy
cluster collisions, a truly cosmic
event.

The Planets for July 2020

About half an hour after the
Sun sets in the west-northwest,
Jupiter rises in the east-southeast
and it is visible for the rest of the
night. It is moving slowly west-
ward in eastern Sagittarius, shin-
ing at magnitude -2.8. The King of
the Gods’ disc is 47.6 seconds-of-
arc across at midmonth. It is 35
degrees above the southern hori-
zon around midnight.

Saturn rises just 20 minutes
after Jupiter, following the same
path. Saturn moves westward
from western Capricornus into
eastern Sagittarius at the begin-
ning of the month. By midmonth,
the Ringed Planet’s disc is 18.3
seconds-of-arc across. Its rings
are tilted 21.2 degrees down-
ward with the northern face
showing spreading over 41.4
seconds-of-arc. Saturn shines at
magnitude +0.2.

Just after midnight, Mars
comes over the eastern horizon.
Moving from southern Pisces
across a northwestern corner
of Cetus and back into eastern
Pisces during the month, the
God of War shines at magnitude
-0.8. Its disc is 12.8 seconds-of-

arc across at midmonth. Mars
reaches an altitude of 57 degrees
above the southern horizon as it
gets light.

Now undeniably in the morn-
ing sky, Venus rises around
3:30 a.m., reaching 27 degrees
above the eastern horizon as it
gets light. The Goddess of Love
shines at magnitude -4.5 at mid-
month, when its disc is 34.3 sec-
onds-of-arc across and it is 31
percent illuminated. This month
Venus moves from central to
eastern Taurus.

Mercury moves from west-
ern Gemini to eastern Gemini
this month. The magnitude +0.3
planet will reach its furthest dis-
tance from the Sun on July 22,
when its disc is 7.8 seconds-of-

arc across and it is 37 percent
illuminated. It appears in the
east-northeast around 4:45 a.m.
after the first week of the month
and it is will be heading back to-
ward the Sun by the end of the
month. It will be just 10 degrees
above the east-northeastern
horizon as it gets light. Catch
little Mercury’s appearance on
these July mornings and “keep

”|

watching the sky”!

An amateur
astronomer
Sfor more than
45 years, Bert
Stevens is
co-director of
Desert Moon
Observatory in Las Cruces.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE

David Wireman (athy Wilkerson
LMT# 7563 \ ' LMT# 7289
The Massagemonk ' Reiki Master
575-956-5994 @ 575-538-1222
* Traveling Massage * Deep Tissue
* Sports Massage * Swedish
* Trigger Point Therapy * Hot Stone
* Deep Tissue * Lymphatic
* Focus Work * Myofascial
* Reflexology * Craniosacral Therapy
* 30 year Veteran * Energy Work
* Vets Welcome * Ortho-Bionomy
* Reflexology

Mobile massage service available « Gift Certificates Available
Call for your appointment & Information
Serving Silver City & Grant County
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Victor A. Nwachuku, M.D.

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Gail Stamler, C.N.M.

1618 E. Pine 5t.

Silver City, NM 88061
Phone (575) 388-1561
Fax (575) 388-9952

www,cassiehealthcenter.com

Michelle Diaz, M.D.

Obstetrics and Gynecology

—— I
ff L\ Ca.adféé}

HNECALTIH
CENTER

i roR WOMICN

Appointments By Referral Only

AMOS L. LASH, M.D.

Specializing in Laser Srgery

Urology

1304 E. 32nd 5t., Silver City, NM
575-534-0556 + {fax) 575-534-2107
lashmd@&yahoo.com

¢ Home

Tnstead

lo ar, ity /M/mmn/

PERSONAL CARE | MEMORY CARE | HOSPICE SUPPORT | MEALS & NUTRITION

Each Home Instead Senior Care Franchise is independently owned and operated. © 2019 Home Instead, Inc.

The best home to be in is your own.

Home Instead offers personalized in-home services.
Visit Homelnstead.com or

call 575.522.7133

Here’s wishing
you Health and

Happiness!

aly

Though our office
is closed, we may
be able to arrange
curbside service!

CELESTIAL

HEARING SOLUTIONS

2001 E. Lohman Ave.,
Ste. 112
Las Cruces

www.celestialhearing.com

cALL Now! | (579) 232-9022
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www.SmithRealEstate.com

(575) 538-5373 or
1-800-234-0307
505 W. College Avenue
PO Box 1290
Silver City, NM 88062

Quality People, Quality
Service for over 40 years!

Ko
SMITH

REAL STAT E
X
Property Management

4 N
SUPERMARKET
Corner Florida & Columbus Hwy.
PO Box 191, Deming NM 88031
N (575) 546-3922 )

THe BEST LITTLE BOOK STORE (AND GALLERY)
YOU DIDN'T KNOW WAS HERe

MenTion THIS AD FOR A COMPLIMENTARY COFFee
ORTeA!

Readers' Cove Used Books & Gallery

200 S. Copper St. Deming NM
Ph. 544-2512 www.ReadersCoveNM.com

SNOWDENEXTERMINATING

o oo Serving Southwest New Mexico since 1951 o o

Deming 575-546-9052 or 1-833-4 SNOWDEN (1-833-476-6933)
Luna, Grant, Hidalgo, Dona Ana, Catron

fSNOWDEN
OGO

PO Box 230, Deming, NM 88031 ® www. snowdenextermlnahng com

ART GENTER

100 South Gold, IIBII
IHMMMIND
July Exhibit: Fire and Fiber
by Las Cruces Potters Guild and fiber artists.
No artist’s reception
B Exhibit duration: July 2 through July 30, 2020.
Closed Sunday’s and July 4, 2020.

=T T —‘ Temporary Hours for the month.
e Monday through Friday. 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.
;. : = Sat. 10:00 am to 12:30 pm.
— Masks must be worn when visiting.
T

Call for artists for August: Pleine Aire Art.
Each artist can submit up to 3 pieces.
~ Bring in July 31 between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm.

Deming Arts Center will
continue to have virtual shows on our
website: demingarts.org
Some of the artists works are for sale. Instructions
on how to purchase are on the website.

Deming Arts Center, 100 5. Gold 5t, Deming NM 88030
575-546-3663 Check us out on Facebook

This project bs supported in part by New Mexco Arts,
Www demingarts.org

Wi Al bl a divislon of the Department of Cultuad Affalrs

Visit us at

www.desertexposure.com

ACROS55 THE BORDER. « MORGAN SMTH

Coronavirus
on the Border

Numbers coming out of Mexico could be misleading

hree hundred fifty-six

I deaths in Juarez, 437

deaths in the state of Chi-

huahua. — El Diario, June 12,
2020.

“There are 1,525 deaths from
the virus in Juarez”: Pastor José
Antonio Galvan. June 9, 2020.
He is the founder and director
of Visiéon en Accion, a mental
asylum with 120 patients on the
west side of Juarez. Both he and
his wife are recovering from the
coronavirus.

Who to believe?

“The situation here in Ciudad
Juarez is not good. Many do not
wear masks and people hang
out together without distance,”
said Sister Betty from the Tabor
House Ministry in Juarez.

“There are many precautions,”
said Aurora Ramos, citizen of
Juarez.

Who to believe?

The story is different in Palo-
mas 70 miles to the west.

“I have not heard of any cases
in Palomas,” said Ivonne Rome-
ro, the owner of the Pink Store.
Juan Rascon from Border Part-
ners agrees. Pat Noble, one of
the founders of La Casa de Amor
Para Ninos, visited Palomas
June 12 and adds, “They don’t
know of any cases here, but
we did not see anyone wearing
masks.”

Recently, I wrote about the
failure of Mexico’s President,
Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador
(better known as AMLO) to
take the coronavirus seriously
and the even larger problem of
a continuing lack of programs
for the poor. This has been con-
firmed by a May 8 front page arti-
cle in the New York Times. That
article focused mainly on Mex-
ico City and indicated that the
federal government there had
only reported about 700 deaths
whereas officials in Mexico City
had tabulated more than 2,500.
This dramatic under-reporting
has led residents to believe that
the coronavirus is not a serious
threat and that social distancing
is not important.

Jane Fuller of Siguiendo los
Pasos de Jesus with one of the
children they care for.

(Photos by Morgan Smith)

Pastor José Antonio Galvan, the founder of Vision in Action and
Josué Rosales, right, who is a patient but also is trained as a

nurse. (Photos by Morgan Smith)

The Missions Ministries housebuilding project in better days.

How had this affected those
United States-based organiza-
tions that do so much to provide
aid along the border, particularly
Juarez and Palomas?

Missions Ministries has its
headquarters in Colorado but
has been heavily involved in
the colonias on the west edge
of Juarez since 1992, building
houses and maintaining a medi-
cal clinic and two libraries. Susy
Pineda with the staff in Mexico
reports that “While food, masks,
gloves are needed, Missions Min-
istries is not able to take items
across the border at this time.”

“Even those who are sick are
fearful of going to the hospital as
there was a shortage of medical
staff even before the pandemic,”
she said.

On an earlier crossing, Pat No-
ble was able to provide “despen-

as” for 75 families.

“We bought flour, rice and
beans to Mexico,” she said.
“[And] took toilet paper, oil, sug-
ar and candy from here. They
(the Mexican customs officials)
did not stop us at all. They still
have the Central Salud tent set
up where they ask you who you
are and where you are going but
they had so many complaints
that they only did it one day.”
On her most recent crossing, the
tent was there, but inactive.

Reporter Angela Kocherga
said she has gone through the
process entering Juarez.

“The  sanitizing  ‘modulo’
sprays a fine mist over you and
it happens quickly as you walk
through the ‘tunnel’ which is
hardly long enough to qualify as
a tunnel,” she said. “The modulo
looks like an inflatable plastic

arch. I don’t know how effec-
tive it is since it does not seem
like enough disinfectant to do
much.”

Another reporter, Debbie Na-
than, “went through a five-foot
tunnel that sprayed me with
some kind of mist, and also
had my temperature taken by a
Mexican official.” Coming back,
she asked a Border Patrol agent
to help maintain six foot so-
cial distancing and said that he
screamed at her and told her to
get out of line and go back to
Mexico.

There is a phone number
where you can report this kind
of behavior: 915-832-4400.

The director of Siguiendo los
Pasos de Jests (Following the
Footsteps of Jesus), Jane Full-
er, reports there are no masks
and no social distancing in the
area on the west edge of Juarez,
where her program has built
some 500 homes.

Patricia De Dios said most of
the factories are closed but that
workers are receiving half pay
or being fired.

In short, it is a very confused
and rapidly changing situation
in Mexico. As for those from the
United States and Mexico who
have programs in Juarez and
Palomas, they are dedicated and
won't be deterred. This is a mark
of their commitment and I wish
them the best.

Morgan Smith s a free-lance
writer from Santa Fe who has
been documenting conditions
on the border for years. He
can be reached at Morgamn-
smith@comcast.net.
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Red or Green? is Desert Exposure’s guide
to dining in southwest New Mexico. We are
in the process of updating and modifying
these listings. We are asking restaurants to
pay a small fee for listing their information.
Restaurant advertisers already on contract
with Desert Exposure receive a free listing.
For other establishments, listings with
essential information will be $36 a year and
expanded listings, up to 10 lines, will be
$48 a year. To buy a listing in Red or Green?,

contact Pam Rossi at pam@lascrucesbulle-
tin.com or 575-635-6614.

We emphasize non-national-chain
restaurants with sit-down, table service.
With each listing, we include a brief cate-
gorization of the type of cuisine plus what
meals are served: B=Breakfast; L=Lunch;
D=Dinner. Unless otherwise noted, restau-
rants are open seven days a week. Call for
exact hours, which change frequently. All
phone numbers are area code 575 except

as specified.

Though every effort has been made to
make these listings complete and up to
date, errors and omissions are inevitable
and restaurants may make changes after
this issue goes to press. That’s why we urge
you to help us make Red or Green? even
better. Drop a note to Red or Green? c/o
Desert Exposure, 1740-A Calle de Mercado,
Las Cruces, NM 88005, or email editor@
desertexposure.com. Bon appétit!

Southwest New Mexico’s

Best Restaurant Guide

GRANT COUNTY
Silver City

ADOBE SPRINGS CAFE, 619 N.
Bullard St., 538-3665. Breakfast
items, burgers, sandwiches: Sunday
BL, allweek BLD.
CACTUS JACKS, 1307 N. Pope St.
538-5042. Gluten-free, healthy gro-
ceries, grill fast foods and beverages.
Monday to Friday B L D, Saturday
and Sunday L.

CAFE 0SO AZUL AT BEAR

MOUNTAIN LODGE, 60
Bear Mountain Ranch Road,
538-2538. B L, special D by

reservation only.

CHINESE PALACE, 1010 Highway
180E, 538-9300. Chinese: Monday to
Friday L D.

COURTYARD CAFE, 1313 E 32nd
St., Gila Regional Medical Center,
538-4094. American: B L.

DIANE’S RESTAURANT, 510
N. Bullard St., 538-8722. Fine
dining (D), steaks, seafood,
pasta, sandwiches (L), salads:
Tuesday to Saturday L D,
Sunday D only (family-style),

weekend brunch.

DIANE’S BAKERY & DELI,
The Hub, Suite A, 601 N.
Bullard St., 534-9229. Artisan
breads, pastries, sandwiches,
deli: Monday to Saturday B L

early D, Sunday L.

DON JUAN’S BURRITOS, 418 Silver
Heights Blvd., 538-5440. Mexican:
BL.

DRIFTER PANCAKE HOUSE, 711
Silver Heights Blvd., 538-2916.
Breakfast, American: B L, breakfast
served throughout.

FORREST’S PIZZA, 601 N. Bullard
St., Unit J. 388-1225. Tuesday to
Friday L D, slices until 7 p.m.

FRY HOUSE, 601 N. Bullard St. Suite
C. 388-1964. Seven days L, Sunday
L, D.

GIL-A BEANS COFFEE SHOP, 1304
N. Bennett St., 538-2239. Monday to
Saturday 8 a.m.-noon.

GOLDEN STAR, 1602 Silver Heights
Blvd., 388-2323. Chinese: L D.
GRINDER MILL, 403 W. College
Ave., 538-3366. Mexican: B L D.

HONEEBEEGOODS “A

Smudge of Fudge,” 714-
515-0832. Dessert Catering.
Specialty Bakery and more!
Honeebeegoods.com. 7 Days
a Week.

JALISCO CAFE, 103 S. Bullard St.,
388-2060. Mexican. Monday to Sat-
urday L D Sunday B.

JAVALINA COFFEE HOUSE, 117
Market St., 388-1350. Coffeehouse.
JUMPING CACTUS, 503 N. Bullard
St., 654-7367. Coffeeshop, baked
goods, sandwiches, wraps: B L.
KOUNTRY KITCHEN, 1700 Moun-
tain View Road, 388-4512. Mexican:
Tuesday to Saturday B L D.

LA COCINA RESTAURANT, 201 W.
College Ave., 388-8687. Mexican: L D.
LA FAMILIA MEXICAN RESTAU-
RANT, 503 N. Hudson St., 388-4600.
Mexican: Tuesday to Sunday B L D.

LA MEXICANA RESTAURANT, 1105
Tom Foy Blvd., 534-0142. Mexican
and American: B L.

LITTLE TOAD CREEK

BREWERY & DISTILLERY,
200 N. Bullard St., 956-6144.
Burgers, wings, salads, fish,
pasta, craft beers and cock-
tails: Monday to Sunday L D.

MI MEXICO VIEJO, 202 E Broadway
St. Mexican food stand: 956-3361.
Monday to Saturday B L early D.

MI CASITA, 2340 Bosworth Drive,
538-5533. New Mexican cuisine:
Monday to Thursday L, Friday L D.
NANCY’S SILVER CAFE, 514 N. Bul-
lard St., 388-3480. Mexican: Monday
to Saturday B L D.

PRETTY SWEET EMPORIUM, 312
N. Bullard St., 322-2422. Dessert, ice
cream: Monday to Saturday.

Q’S SOUTHERN BISTRO, 101 E.
College Ave., 534-4401. American,
steaks, barbecue, brewpub: Tuesday
to Saturday L D.

REVEL, 304 N. Bullard St.,
388-4920. Elevated comfort
food. Weekdays LD, week-
ends BD, closed Wednes-
days.

SILVER BOWLING CENTER CAFE,
2020 Memory Lane, 538-3612. Amer-
ican, Mexican, hamburgers: Daily L D.

SUNRISE ESPRESSO, 1530
N. Hudson St., 388-2027.
Coffee shop: Monday to Sat-
urday B L, early D.

SUNRISE ESPRESSO, 1212
E. 32nd St., 388-2927. Coffee
shop, bakery: Monday to
Friday B L, early D, Saturday

B L only.

TAPAS TREE, 601 N. Bullard St.

in The Hub, 597-8272. Monday to
Thursday L, Friday and Saturday L D
(closes at 4 p.m.).

TASTE OF VEGAS, 303 E. 13th St.,
534-9404. Daily L.

WRANGLER’S BAR & GRILL, 2005
Hwy. 180E, 538-4387. Steak, burgers,
appetizers, salads: L D.

Cliff

Duck Creek Café, U.S. High-
way 180, Cliff, 535-4500. Visit
Duck Creek Café on Face-
book.RVs/Big Rigs welcome,
Wednesday to Saturday LD,
Sunday LD. “Bring home
cooking to your table”

DONA ANA COUNTY
Las Cruces & Mesilla

ABRAHAM’S BANK TOWER
RESTAURANT, 500 S. Main St. 434,
523-5911. American: Monday to
Friday B L.
ANDELE’S DOG HOUSE, 1983 Calle
del Norte, 526-1271. Mexican plus
hot dogs, burgers, quesadillas: B L D.
ANDELE RESTAURANTE, 1950
Calle del Norte, 526-9631. Mexican:
Monday B L, Tuesday to Sunday B
LD.
AQUA REEF, 141 N. Roadrunner
Parkway, 522-7333. Asian, sushi: LD.
THE BEAN, 2011 Avenida de Mesilla,
527-5155. Coffeehouse.

A BITE OF BELGIUM, 741 N.
Alameda St. No. 16, 527-2483, www.
abiteofbelgium.com. Belgium and
American food: Daily B L.

BOBA CAFE, 1900 S. Espina St., Ste.
8, 647-5900. Sandwiches, salads,
casual fare, espresso: Monday to
Saturday L D.

BRAVO’S CAFE, 3205 S. Main St.,
526-8604. Mexican: Tuesday to
Sunday B L.

BURGER NOOK, 1204 E. Madrid
Ave., 523-9806. Outstanding green-
chile cheeseburgers. Tuesday to
Saturday L D.

BURRITOS VICTORIA, 1295 El
Paseo Road, 541-5534. Burritos: B L
D. Now serving beer.

CAFE DON FELIX, 2290 Calle de
Parian, 652-3007. Mexican, street
tacos, mini-burgers: Wednesday to
Saturday L D, Sunday brunch only 10
a.m.to 6 p.m.

CHACHP’'S RESTAURANT, 2460 S.
Locust St.-A, 522-7322. Mexican: B
LD.

CHILITOS, 2405 S. Valley Drive, 526-
4184. Mexican: Monday to Saturday
BLD.

CHILITOS, 3850 Foothills Road Ste.
10, 532-0141. Mexican: B L D.
DAY’S HAMBURGERS, 245 N. Main
St., 523-8665. Burgers: Monday to
Saturday L D.

PECAN GRILL & BREWERY, 500

S. Telshor Blvd., 521-1099. Pe-
can-smoked meats, sandwiches,
steaks, seafood, craft beers: L D.
DELICIAS DEL MAR, 1401 El Paseo
Road, 524-2396. Mexican, seafood:
BLD.

DICK’S CAFE, 2305 S. Valley Drive,
524-1360. Mexican, burgers: Sunday
B L, Monday to Saturday B L D.
DION’S PIZZA, 3950 E. Lohman
Ave. 521-3434. Pizza: L D.

DOUBLE EAGLE, 2355 Calle de
Guadalupe, 523-6700. Southwest-
ern, steaks, seafood: L D, Sun.
champagne brunch buffet.

EL SOMBRERO PATIO CAFE, 363
S. Espina St., 524-9911. Mexican:
LD.

ENRIQUE’S MEXICAN FOOD, 830
W. Picacho Ave., 647-0240. Mexican:
BLD.

FARLEY’S, 3499 Foothills Road,
522-0466. Pizza, burgers, American,
Mexican: L D.

FIDENCIO’S, 800 S. Telshor Blvd.,
532-5624. Mexican: B L D.

THE GAME BAR & GRILL, 2605 S.
Espina St., 524-GAME. Sports bar
and grill: L D.

THE GAME II: EXTRA INNINGS
SPORTS BAR & GRILL, 4131 North-
rise Drive, 373-4263, Live music on
weekends. American, Southwest,
now serving weekend brunch 10 a.m.
Saturdays and Sundays: L D.
GARDUNO’S, 705 S. Telshor Bivd.
(Hotel Encanto), 532-4277. Mexican:
BLD.

GO BURGER DRIVE-IN, Home

of the Texas Size Burrito, 1008 E.
Lohman Ave. , Las Cruces, NM
88005, 524-9251. Monday - Satur-
day, 7 a.m. — 3 p.m. Specializing in
relleno burritos and other mexican
food.

GOLDEN STAR CHINESE FAST
FOOD, 1420 El Paseo Road, 523-
2828. Chinese: L D.

GRANDY’S COUNTRY COOKING,
1345 El Paseo Road, 526-4803.
American: BLD.

HABANERO’S 600 E. Amador Ave.,
524-1829. Fresh Mexican: B L D.

HACIENDA DE MESILLA, 1803
Avenida de Mesilla, 652-4953.
Steaks, barbecue, seafood, sand-
wiches, salads, pasta: L D.

HIGH DESERT BREWING
COMPANY, 1201 W. Hadley

Ave., 525-6752. Brew pub: L D.

JOSEFINA'S OLD GATE CAFE,
2261 Calle de Guadalupe, 525-2620.
Pastries, soups, salads, sandwiches:
Monday to Thursday L, Friday to
Sunday B L.

KEVA JUICE, 1001 E. University
Ave., 522-4133. Smoothies, frozen
yogurt: B L D.

LA NUEVA CASITA CAFE, 195 N.
Mesquite St., 523-5434. Mexican
and American: B L.

LA POSTA RESTAURANT DE
MESILLA, 2410 Calle de San Albino,
524-3524. Mexican, steakhouse: L
D, Saturday, Sunday and holidays
also B.

LAS TRANCAS, 1008 S. Solano
Drive, 524-1430. Mexican, steaks,
burgers, fried chicken: L D, Satur-
day and Sunday also B.

LE RENDEZ-VOUS CAFE, 2701
W. Picacho Ave. #1, 527-0098.
French pastry, deli, sandwiches:
Tuesday to Sunday B L.

™ .

Fabulous getaway nestled in the tall pines of Pinos Altos
*Fireplaces * Secluded Balconies

* Porches
* Telephone & WiFi &

%

o -

* Satellite TV
* Barbeque Grill
- * Hot Tub in Cabana
* Meeting Room with Lodge w/kitchen
* Cabins with Kitchens are available
* Gift Shop ° Pet Friendly * Venue for Events

1-888-388-4515 » (575) 388-4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com
Just 7 miles north of Silver City on HWY 15 §

Brewery & Distillery

Specializing in Small~-batch Craft Beer & Spirits

For the full event schedule of our
Silver City and Downtown Las Cruces
locations, visit our Facebook or our
calendar at littletoadcreek.com
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The High Desert Humane Society
3050 Cougar Way, Silver City, NM « 575-538-9261 « P.O. Box 1973 Silver City, NM 88062
Lobby open Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30, Saturdays 8:30am-5:00pm
Animal viewing is from 11:00am to close of business. Closed Sunday and Monday.

PIFAZPET I

Sponsored by your Local Pet Lovers

QQQQ SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY QQQQ SPONSORED BY
& Bert Steinzig Arenas Valley Animal Clinic Silver Smiles N Happy Walker

/ /
| 1 Monthly
Vaccination

Clinic

Second Saturday
9-Noon

Aloe and Six Boots Chaplin Chica

DSH, females, 2 months old DSH, male, 5yrs. old Aussie/Husky X, male, 1-2 yrs. old DSH Tabby, female, 2 months old
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
James Hamilton Board of Directors Gila Animal Clinic High Desert

Construction High Desert Human Society Humane Society

Double Howdy Leo
Heeler/Pit, male, 1yr. old Siamese X, female, 2 months old Lab X, male, 1yr. old Great Pyrenees, male, 1yr. old
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
Desert Exposure Desert Exposure Desert Exposure Diane’s Restaurant

>

Molly Salem Spice Tugger
Hound X, female, 1+ yr. old DSH, male, 2 yrs. old DSH, female, 3 months old SharPei/Pit, male, 1 yr. old

OUR PAWS CAUSE THRIFT SHOP

703 N. Bullard, SCNM, Open Wed-Sat 10am to 2pm
Donations needed! We want to expand and build a new Adoption Center. Please help.

TO JOINTHE PET PAGE CONTACT MARIAH AT 993-8193 OR EMAIL MARIAH@DESERTEXPOSURE.COM

ST RON-PROFIT 0RAG
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FIRST RESPONDER.S o MICUAEL. SLINABERY

Support Needed

Dispatchers’ trauma moments deserve attention too

forcement dispatcher. The

hours are long, and don’t ex-
pect a nine-to-five schedule. The
stress is high. Your every action
on the radio and phone is scruti-
nized. Maybe you save a life, and
if you cannot through no fault of
your own, there’s still the “what-
if-I'd-only” thoughts that will
never quite quit drifting around
in your mind.

The job isn’t the best paying,
either, but then dispatchers
don’t really see the work as a
job. To them, their efforts are a
high calling.

So, you're the dispatcher on
duty on a lazy spring Sunday
afternoon when the 9-1-1 line
rings. In the Sacramento Moun-
tains between Cloudcroft and
Mayhill, on U.S. Highway 82, the
caller says a motorcycle has left
the road and struck a tree. Get-
ting help to the scene is critical.
You hurriedly but professionally
dispatch law enforcement and
EMS to respond.

In rural Otero County, medical
and fire activity is performed by
dedicated volunteers, many of
whom will have to leave jobs
and family, race to the fire sta-
tion, and from there speed to the
scene. On this afternoon you call
for fire and rescue from the clos-
est station: Mayhill. That done,
maybe you say a quick prayer
that help will arrive in time.

An Otero County sheriff’s dep-
uty wastes no time in reaching
the motorcyclist. State police
soon follow. The deputy hur-
riedly assesses the situation; the
outcome is, well, there’s really
only one. The officer asks for a
representative of the Office of
the Medical Investigator, who
arrives and pronounces the man
dead at the scene.

Now the question is: Who
is the decedent? Officials will
need to notify relatives. There’s
a duty to be done here. The of-
ficer retrieves the man’s wallet,
extracts the driver’s license and
then radios the dispatcher with
the name.

Suddenly, the situation is no
longer an “imagine if” scenar-
io. Tee Mackewich is the Otero
County Sheriff’s dispatcher on
duty on Sunday, April 26. She has
years of experience behind her,
but with this one call she won't
need to contact his family. The
six-foot, four-inch motorcyclist
whom loved ones and friends
called “a gentle giant,” is Justyn
Miller. Mackewich gave birth to

Imagine yourself as a law-en-
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575-52k-484483

him 33 years earlier.

“The deputy radioed his driv-
er’s license for them to run and
it just fell apart from there,”
Mackewich’s husband, Mike
Mackewich, said. “Her heart was
just broken.”

Compounding her grief is
that only three days -earlier,
Tee Mackewich had to endure
the five year anniversary of the
death of another of her three
sons, Bryan Miller, who passed
away after an illness. And in yet
another gut-wrenching twist of
fate, Bryan’s widow, Mary, is the
City of Alamogordo dispatcher
who alerts the city’s AMR ambu-
lance service. She had no idea
who the victim at the accident
scene was.

Mike Mackewich himself is a
retired deputy from the sheriff’s
department, and as a former
first responder has experienced
his share of carnage and dev-
astation. For these personnel,
much-needed grief counseling
is readily available in such sit-
uations. Except for one small
glitch; under federal law, dis-
patchers are not classified as
first responders.

“No,” Mike Mackewich said,
“they’re considered secretaries.
That benefit is not available to
secretaries.”

In Otero County, Tee Macke-
wich is fortunate, because this
local government provides EAP
(Employee Assistance Program)
counseling to all employees. Not
all counties across the country
do that, however. Mike Macke-
wich praised Sheriff David Black
and Undersheriff Sean Jett for
stepping in to ensure his wife re-
ceived the help she needed.

“They’'ve been supportive of
the situation,” he said.

The Mackewiches are spear-
heading a drive to change what
they see as an unfairness. He
pointed out the counseling ben-
efit is not the only disparity. Be-
cause dispatchers are not consid-
ered law enforcement officers,
they must work additional years
before receiving the same retire-
ment pay that those on the street
receive for less years’ service.
Dispatchers also must undergo
background checks, pre-employ-
ment psychological testing and
must attend an academy.

“They are subject to the same
stresses, the same emotions that
the police officers are,” Mike
Mackewich said.

In 2018, the federal Office of
Management and Budget cate-

CONNECTING

gorized dispatchers as “clerical
workers.” Public comments sub-
mitted at the time asking OMB
to not classify them thusly went
unheeded.

“It really needs to be done on
a federal level to be effective,”
Mike Mackewich said.

To get Washington, D.C. to sit
up and take notice, he stressed
the movement needs to start
locally before advancing to the
New Mexico Legislature. Con-
stituent support would be par-
amount. If a bill is passed and
signed by the governor, state
lawmakers can then take the
issue to the state’s congres-
sional delegation. To that end,
Amy Barela, Republican Party
of Otero County chair, recently
worked on a resolution that, if
passed, will be a first-step. Titled
“Resolution to Support Efforts
to Change the Federal Occupa-
tional Classification of Emergen-
cy Dispatchers,” the document
asks for the support of Otero
County commissioners.

Two bills were introduced
early in the 116th Congress ad-
dressing this very matter: S.1050
in April 2019 in the U.S. Senate,
the “Supporting Accurate Views
of Emergency Services Act”;
and H.R. 1629 in March 2019,
a like-titled bill known as the
SAVES Act. H.R. 1629 is co-spon-
sored by U.S. Rep. Norma Tor-
res, from California, who spent
17 years as a 9-1-1 dispatcher
before election to public office.
Several unions have endorsed
the legislation, including the As-
sociation of Public Safety Com-
munications Officials, and the
American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employ-
ees, according to efficientgov.
com. The websites govtrack.us,
and congress.gov, reported both
have bipartisan support but have
yet to advance.

In reality, a majority of other
states would need to participate
as well. In mid-May, lawmakers
in the New York proposed just
such a bill.

A big part of what motivates
the Mackewiches is that no one
should have to go through what
she has without an emotional
safety net. Three days after the
crash she visited the site to leave
a memorial.

“As much as we are heartbro-
ken,” Miller’s obituary cited, “he
left the world doing his favor-
ite thing, riding his motorcycle.
Justyn was the kindest person
you would have the privilege

POWER

Miller and his motorcycle (Courtesy photo)

The Mackewiches hope that, in
his memory, a groundswell of sup-
porters will say likewise: “Come
on guys, let’s get this done.”

of knowing. If someone needed
help, he would be first in line all
the while saying ‘come on guys,
let’s get this done.”

Financial strategies
built just for you.

Larae Harguess
Financial Advisor

M 4440 Sonoma Ranch Blvd Suite A
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575-541-3426
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Financial Assistance for Low-Income Pet Owners in
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WWW.Snap-sw-nm.org C\

Sponsored by Diane’s Restaurant « Silver City, NM
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as our town.
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LIVING ON WLEELS o SLEILA 50\WVDER.

RVers Work from Their Rigs

Teaching English to Chinese children is one of many jobs

any fulltime RVers
work jobs from home.
Because of the internet,

the sky is practically the limit for
home-based jobs, from medical
consultations to astrology to
paid phone sex.

I thought I had heard it all
until I met Joy Wolfe, a current
resident here at Rose Valley RV
Ranch. Recently we invited her
to a Saturday evening gathering,
but she said she couldn’t come
“because I teach English to Chi-
nese kids on Saturday evenings.”

Back in the early 2000s, Joy
owned a successful yoga studio
in Portland, Oregon, but it got
slammed financially during the
2008 recession and she had to
close. She decided to try something
completely different and signed up
for a Teaching English as a Second
Language (TESL) course.

Once she was certified, she
accepted a job in South Korea,
and her two-year adventure was
launched. All the teachers in the
private school to which she was
assigned were from either the
United States or Canada. The
company paid for their housing,
and she lived in a large apart-
ment building with other teach-
ers. Her apartment was tiny, con-
taining little more than a stool,
a couch, and a bed. “It prepared
me for RV living,” she said.

She tried to learn the language
while she was there. “I'd been
to Europe, but this was total-
ly different. Do you know what
it's like not being able to read
any signs? And most Koreans
get their exposure to Western
culture through our movies but
see few Westerners in person,
so everyone is looking at you all
the time. Their ideal of person-
al beauty is a blonde with blue
eyes. But all in all, it was a won-
derful experience.”

“Why Korea?” 1 asked her.
“Why not Europe where you'd
have been more comfortable?”

“Europe doesn’t need many
outside English teachers be-
cause so many Europeans al-
ready speak the language. Asia
uses more outsiders and pays
better. In addition, a TESL job in

B&B /ART GALLERY

COMPLIMENTARY
BREAKFAST

PLEIN AIR PAINTING

11180 WEST HIGHWAY 60
MAGDALENA, NM

575)854-2751
(910)297-9904

laposadademariamagdalena.com

Europe usually requires a teach-
ing degree, specifically for teach-
ing English. Asia requires just a
bachelor’s degree and it can be in
any field.”

“How did you go from living
and teaching kids in Korea to liv-
ing in a travel trailer with three
dogs and two cats and teaching
English to Chinese kids?” I asked.

“After I left Korea, I lived in
Florida for seven years to be
closer to my mother. But I was
miserable, so eventually I sold
my house, put my stuff in stor-
age, and bought a truck and an
RV.” She told me that about five
years ago China began hiring
TESL-certified teachers to give
private on-line English lessons
to children and is still the only
country that provides this service.
“Anyone that signs up for this
must have patience, though,” she
warned, “there’s a lot of paper-
work. I kept taking workshops
and getting more certifications
because it’s very competitive. Chi-
nese parents receive our bios and
pictures to compare teachers,
and they talk to each other about
which teachers are the best.”

The lessons are private and,
because of the time difference,
can be at odd hours. Joy told me
a lot of the younger teachers will
get up in the middle of the night
to teach, but the earliest she
teaches is 5:30 a.m., which is 7:30
p.m. for her students. Weekends
she will begin at 6:30 p.m. which
is 8:30 a.m. for her students.

Asian parents push their kids
hard to do well and believe a flu-
ency in English will help them
get into the best American uni-
versities. The kids are competing
with millions of other kids and

their parents are obsessed with
their offspring’s success. “If the
neighbor’s kid gets two hours a
week of English, your kid has
to have four,” she explained. All
children take English in school,
but the wealthier parents insist
on private lessons as well. Joy
has taught children as young as
three and as old as 14, but her
best rapport is with the seven to
10 year-olds.

“All the kids are incredibly
smart, so if they're not doing
well, I take it as a reflection on
me, not them, she said. “Maybe I
need to change my style, or may-
be smile and laugh more. I've
learned to choose kids whose
personalities match mine.”

Sometimes the kids are exhaust-
ed by the time she sees them.

“Another teacher advised me
to make their lesson the best 25
minutes of the day, to be goofy,
have fun and make them laugh,”
she told me. “Some of these kids
are so busy with lessons that
they only get six or seven hours
of sleep, so it’'s not unusual for
them to nod off if I don't keep
them engaged.” Sometimes she
plays games with them. Or she’ll
show them a variety of plastic
Easter eggs with miniatures
inside, which helps with color
and language. She also begins
each class with songs such as “If
You're Happy and You Know It,
Clap Your Hands.”

The location of the student can
also be a problem.

“I've taught kids who were in
restaurants, or the back seat of a
car going through traffic.”

The teachers must speak En-
glish at all times, and Joy said
she has to strip down everything

Joy Wolfe uses her time in Silver City to learn weaving at Wild
West Weaving. (Photos by Sheila Sowder)

she says to the fewest words.
“Because they repeat every-
thing. If I say ‘OK, now say this,’
they will say ‘OK, now say this.’,”
Wolfe said. “And they are often
working on a second computer
during our lessons, doing home-
work or playing games. I noticed
this one very smart seven-year-old
was messing with some stuff off-
screen, so I asked her what she
was doing. She tried drawing me
a picture, then she finally took
something out of a jar and put it
on the screen. It was a big, ugly
newt. Another day she pulled a
glob of frog eggs from her back-
pack and put them on the screen.”
Cultural differences are often
explained on the platform of the
company Joy works through. For
example, she wondered why so
often the parents would be walk-
ing around in the background in
their underwear. It just seemed
a little strange. The platform ex-
plained that they rarely use their
air-conditioning because it is so
expensive. The same with heat,
and often kids will be wearing
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Cafe will gopen for breakfast, unchl,t
and dinner per gov. guidelines.

Please make reservations.
575-538-2538 or email info@bearmountainlodge.com

Yes, the Blue Dome Gallery at the Lodge is open 9-5pm daily

Important change!!! You need to make your hiking reservations with
the Lodge to hike the trails or go to the One Million Bones — we are
limiting the number of hikers on the property at anyone time.

All hikers will need to be scheduled between 9-5 daily.

Not earlier than 9 or later than 5.

Thank you its nice to be back.

Downtown Blue Dome is open by appointment
and Friday and Saturday 10-4pm

The Lodge is perfect for get-aways, events,

weddings & retreats. Opern all year.

575.538.2538 ® 60 Bear Mountain Ranch Rd.
P.O. Box 1163 e Silver City, NM 88062
info@bearmountainlodge.com

www.BearMountainLodge.com

coats during their lessons.

When I asked Joy what was
next in her life, she said, “I'm
looking for a home. I need a
house and some land.”

Fulltime RVing isn't for every-
one, as I've mentioned before, but
it is a good way to travel around
checking out different areas.

“I was interested in a town in
Colorado,” she told me, “but after a
couple of months I realized it was a
good place to visit, but not to live.”

In the meantime, consider-
ing the current situation in our
world, she’ll hang out here in
Silver City and continue teaching
those Chinese kids.

Sheila and
husband,
Jimmy, have
ltved at Rose

Valley RV :
Ranch in Silver . 2
City since =

2012, following five years

of wandering from Maine

to California. She can be
contacted at sksowder@aol.com.




