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Special Healthcare Awards edition!

By DEBBI MOORE
GLCCC CEO/President

As you’ll notice, this 
month’s Bottom Line is 
dedicated as the program to 
our 4th Annual Healthcare 
Awards, held virtually this 
year. The event, broadcast 
via El Paso/Las Cruces CW, 
5-6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14, 
will highlight our wonder-
ful healthcare workers. Our 
thirty-six nominees have 
been nominated in six differ-
ent categories.  Each of  these 
nominees come to us from a 
nominator who recognized 
their impact in the health-
care industry.

This is the fourth year 
we have celebrated the 
healthcare awards and we 
proudly continue this year, 
what we began in an effort 
to spotlight the healthcare 
workforce in and around 
our southern New Mexico 

region. We have kept the 
same awards throughout 
the years and celebrated 
everyone from nurses and 
doctors, to dentists, admin-
istrators, behavioral health 
specialists, athletic trainers, 
program managers and sup-
ply chain professionals. This 
is a unique and special award 
program and it is even more 
unique this year as we cel-
ebrate virtually.

Obviously, this year has 
brought challenges that we 
have never faced before.  A 
global pandemic has tested 
us all beyond what we could 
have ever imagined and this 
community has risen to the 
challenges and handled the 
trials with dignity, grace and 
a true spirit of  support for 
one another. 

As a member of  our 
healthcare community, 
the Chamber’s 2020 Chair, 
Sabrina Martin, has navi-
gated the Chamber and the 
Rehabilitation Hospital of  
NM through these uncharted 
waters.  “We proudly recog-
nize, not only our nominees, 
but all healthcare workers 
in our community,” Martin 
said. “I am so very proud of  
their resiliency, dedication & 
commitment to caring for our 
neighbors in need during this 
unprecedented time.”

It goes without saying that 

this year has been one full 
of  challenges for the health-
care industry.  When this 
pandemic began in March, 
we observed these dedicated 
workers move into action, 
often putting personal health 
at risk.  Working long hours, 
these workers have indeed 
gone above & beyond to pro-
vide the highest quality of  
care for their patients.

The healthcare commit-
tee was created as a part 
of  the Greater Las Cruces 
Chamber of  Commerce’s 
strategic planning session a 
number of  years ago.  The 
Chamber believed that it 
needed to have a committee 
set aside to concentrate on of  
the largest employment sec-
tors in our beloved city.  The 
Greater Las Cruces Chamber 
of  Commerce’s Healthcare 
committee’s main goal is to 
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RELIEF FROM JOINT PAIN STARTS HERE.

Before you decide on surgery, discuss treatment options with your doctor. Understanding the risks and benefits of each treatment can help you 
make the best decision for your individual situation. Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical 
procedure or treatment.

If joint pain or stiffness is keeping you from doing the things you love, we can help you get back to your active life. 
MountainView Regional Medical Center is the only hospital in Las Cruces to offer a full range of services for joint pain 
relief, including advanced robotic-assisted knee and hip replacements. To find out more about treatment options 
that may be right for you, attend one of our free joint pain seminars.

Learn more about joint pain treatment options at bit.ly/MountainViewOrthopedics.
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focus on the business aspect 
of  the healthcare community 
in Las Cruces.  It does this in 
a number of  ways including, 
but not limited to, political 
advocacy, helping to extend 
health related education to 
the rest of  the business com-
munity in and area the Las 
Cruces Area, and to address 
any healthcare workforce 
needs that may present them-
selves.  They were an idea 
that came out of  the health-
care committee as a way to 

recognize those members of  
the healthcare community 
in Las Cruces who have gone 
above and beyond to increase 
the quality of  healthcare in 
our city while also giving 
back to their community.

“It was important, es-
pecially this year that this 
Annual Healthcare Awards 
happen,” says Dr. Law.  “I 
have served on this committee 
for over four years, watched 
this awards event go from an 
idea at a meeting to reality be-
ginning in 2017, so there was 

simply no way we couldn’t 
have an event in 2020.” If  you 
have any further questions 
about the Greater Las Cruces 
Chamber of  Commerce’s 
Healthcare Committee, or the 
Chamber in general please 
visit lascruces.org.  Our sin-
cere appreciation goes to the 
entire Healthcare Committee 
for their volunteer time to 
plan this “new version” of  our 
Healthcare Awards.

A big thank you to our 
sponsors: Premiere: Elec-
tronic Caregiver, Las Cruces 

Bulletin, Memorial Medical 
Center and Mountain View 
Regional Medical Center; 
Major: Advanced Hospital of  
Southern NM, Aprendamos 
& Rehabilitation Hospital of  
Southern NM.

Special Thank You’s to: El 
Paso/Las Cruces CW; Andri-
ena Jackson; Stephanie Gua-
dian & the team at Electronic 
Caregiver; Las Cruces Tro-
phy, Mesilla Valley Hospice & 
LC Fire Department & EMS, 
GLCCC Healthcare Commit-
tee & Dr. Michael Law.

MOORE from| 1

The Chamber is committed 
to assist our businesses to stay 
safe and be open in a respon-
sible manner. This assistance 
has and will continue to be a 
top priority as our businesses 
navigate this still unchartered 
territory into recovery. The  
New Mexico Safe Certified 
is designed to educate New 
Mexico businesses about the 
COVID-Safe Practices (CSPs) 
that businesses are required 
to comply with through the 
State’s Public Health Order(s).

 Effective COVID Safe 
Practices implementation 
will support the mitigation of  
virus spread, while building 
consumer confidence.

Completion of  all education 
modules will result in the 
New Mexico Safe Certified 
branding that is designed to 
build consumer confidence as 

the economy reopens. If  you 
haven’t already done so, we 
encourage businesses to en-
roll management personnel 
in your business to complete 
the program. After comple-
tion, your businesses will 
receive a NM Safe Certified 
completion to display at your 
place of  business. Please ac-
cess nmsafecertified.org to 
begin the process.

 We also encourage you to 
take the LC Safe Promise. 
This promise is simply a 
personal confirmation that 

individually, and collectively, 
we will stay safe ourselves, 
keep each other safe and 
healthy as we combat the 
spread of  Covid-19 in our 
community. Further, we will 
continue to promote safety 
throughout our community.  
To take the promise, please 
access https://nm-lascruces.
civicplus.com/FormCenter/
Community-Economic-Devel-
opment-4/Las-Cruces-Safe-
Promise-111.

The Las Cruces Promise is 
who WE are as Las Crucens. 

It’s how WE live. It’s how WE 
make it through these dif-
ficult times. It’s how we care 
about each other and about 
our community. If  we work 
together, we’ll come out of  
this time of  challenge stron-
ger, united, resilient and con-
fident in our ability to stand 
together. We’ll come through 
this safe, healthy, open and 
resilient. And we will do it all 
together. We are #LASCRU-
CESSTRONG. And we will do 
this together: Safe. Healthy. 
Open. Resilient. All together.

Staying open safely
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2020 Healthcare Awards Gala
Recognizing the tremendous contribution the healthcare industry gives to our community, the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  

Commerce is proud to announce the fourth annual Healthcare Awards Gala. These various awards will recognize workers in the 
industry to include physicians, techs, nurses and support services such as medical records, case managers, therapists, veterinarian 

services, environmental services and administration.

Event Date: Saturday Nov. 14, 5 – 6p.m.
Live event to be broadcast on El Paso Las Cruces CW, FB and YouTube

Mayor’s Legacy Award 
Recognizes a healthcare professional that has left a lasting mark on 
the history and culture of  the Las Cruces healthcare community and 
has exhibited an extended track record of  improving the local quality 
of  life.

Impact Award 
Recognizes a healthcare professional that has had a direct impact on 
an individual’s care. This professional may have been the primary 
caregiver, but often the individual who has the greatest impact is the 
one who listens with an open heart.

Compassion Award 
Recognizes the ability of  the nominee to sympathize with 
another person’s suffering and regularly practices compassion. 
Characteristics of  the Compassion Award include alleviating another 
person’s hardship or enduring with them in a time of  difficulty.

Teamwork Award 

Recognizes the productive and cohesive project or program and the 
spirit of  a program’s mission and sees it into fruition while inspiring 
others to take ownership of  the task. This award can be presented to 
an individual or a team.

 
Innovation Award 

Recognizes the individual with a creative mind and a capacity to look 
outside the box and improve a process or system.

Emerging Leader Award 

Recognizes a student or young professional that has been seen 
motivating and inspiring others, exhibits passion in their field and 
is “paving their own path” to make a true difference in the lives of  
others.

The Healthcare Award recipients are selected from submitted nominations by an autonomous selection committee.
No member of  the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  Commerce Healthcare Committee or Staff  are involved in this decision making process.

The Las Cruces Bulletin extends its heartiest Thank You to all of the healthcare 
professionals in Doña Ana County for the outstanding work you do. And 

congratulations to all the nominees and winners of this year’s Healthcare Awards!

Thank you and congratulations!
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2020 HEALTHCARE AWARDS

2020 Healthcare Awards Nominees

Emerging Leader Award Nominees

Cynthia  Woods
MountainView 
Regional Medical Center

Erin Martin
MountainView 
Regional Medical Center

Victoria Garcia
Precure Chiropractic

Taylor Garrison
Advanced Care Hospital 
of Southern New Mexico

Dr. Sundeep (Sunny) 
Mummaneni
MountainView 
Regional Medical Center

Impact Award Nominees

Amy Carter
MountainView 
Medical Group

Marc Gomez
MountainView 
Medical Group

Myrna Tijerina
MountainView 
Medical Group

Sharon Wagner, RN
Rehabilitation Hospital 
of Southern New Mexico

Delyla Alvarado
MountainView 
Medical Group

Compassion Award Nominees

Dr. Angelica Caglia
Apogee Physicians -
MountainView 
Regional Medical Center

Melanie Flores, RN
MountainView 
Regional Medical Center

Trevas Younger
The Heritage Assisted Living 
and Adult Daycare

Leah Ponce
Rehabilitation Hospital 
of Southern New Mexico

Intensive Care Unit
MountainView  
Regional Medical Center
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2020 HEALTHCARE AWARDS

2020 Healthcare Awards Nominees

Mayor’s Legacy Award Nominees

Dr. Ed Sweetser
MountainView Regional 
Medical Center

Dr. Terry Meyer
Mesilla Valley 
Hospice(retired) 
Las Cruces Palliative 
Care Coalition

William Baker, DO
MountainView Regional 
Medical Center

John Andazola
Memorial Medical Center

Trevas Younger
The Heritage Assisted Living 
and Adult Daycare

John Harris
Memorial Medical Center

Dr. Obiefuna Okoli
Self Employed

Rosa Torres
State of New Mexico 
Aging & Long Term Services 
Department

Innovation Award Nominees

COVID-19 
Physician 
Response Team
MountainView 
Regional Medical 
Center

Kelly Garland
MountainView 
Regional Medical 
Center

Med Surg 2
MountainView 
Regional Medical 
Center

Paul McKim
MountainView 
Regional Medical 
Center

Sylvia Torres
East Lohman
Veterinary Clinic

Dr. David Keeley
Electronic 
Caregiver

Deborah Thorne, 
DMSc, PA-C
Medicina del Sol 
DPC
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2020 HEALTHCARE AWARDS

Teamwork Award Nominees

Advanced Care Hospital of 
Southern New Mexico Vent Team
Advanced Care Hospital of Southern New Mexico

MountainView GME Department/ 
Residency Programs
MountainView Regional Medical Center

MountainView 
Medical Group 
Heart & Vascular
MountainView 
Regional 
Medical Center

MountainView 
Women’s 
Services
MountainView 
Regional 
Medical Center

Dr. Dolores 
Gomez
Memorial 
Medical Center

Electronic Caregiver D3-Innovation
Electronic Caregiver

2020 Healthcare Awards Nominees

“Worldwide Flower Delivery” “All major credit cards accepted” “Open 7 Days a Week”

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm; Closed Sunday • 1300 El Paseo Rd. • 575-523-6400
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“Born Wild: Earth Day 
Live” airs Wednesday 

on National Geographic 
and Nat Geo Wild.

Programmers mark 50 years 
of Earth Day

6 x 4” ad

2 x 5.5” ad

April 17 - 23, 2020Your Weekly TV & 
Entertainment Guide

YELLOWBIRDAC.COM • YELLOWBIRDSOLAR.COM
575-449-3277
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25 YEAR WARRANTY
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AND SAVE BIG
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Local news and

Thank you, Las Cruces
By now it should be no surprise.

We watched and reported as you 
raised millions of dollars to fight 

breast cancer through the Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink campaign, named the most 
successful of its kind in the nation.

We watched and reported as you were 
named the most giving and charitable 
market in America.

We watched and reported as you 
responded with action and compassion 
during the migrant crisis of 2019.

And now we watch and report as Las 
Cruces reacts and responds to something 
none of us has any experience with.

As soon as it was announced schools 
would be closing two extra weeks at spring 
break to fight the spread of the COVID-19 
virus, our citizens and businesses sprung 
into action to ensure those children had free 

or at-cost meals if needed.
Local funds and programs were 

established almost immediately to help 
those who lost work when businesses were 
forced to close. 

In the meantime, even though a 
community as friendly as ours doesn’t 
enjoy it, we’ve done a good job keeping our 
distance from each other. New Mexico’s 
rates of infection are lower and less deadly 
than almost any state in the country. It’s 
nice to be rated highly in something good 
for a change.

Unfortunately, the numbers will likely 
continue to rise before they drop. Our 
thoughts and prayers will be with those 
families affected.

Still, our community will carry on. We will 
carry on through the crisis, as businesses and 
individuals work to help us through.

And we will carry on after the crisis, 
working to re-build what has been lost. 
And a lot has been lost.

Thanks to you, the Las Cruces Bulletin 
has been part of this community for 50 
years, and even though there has been lots 
to be proud of in that half-century, this 
could prove to be this great city’s finest 
moment. 

Hang in there, and keep washing those 
hands.

Look for the Las Cruces Bulletin every 
Friday at newsstands and in your 
driveway. Check us out 24/7 at
www.lascrucesbulletin.com.
And to subscribe to our email newsletter, 
the eBulletin, send a request to
ian@lascrucesbulletin.com.

ARTS

NEWS

BUSINESS 

‘Art With Heart’  enlivens community  
page 19

Tracey Bryan  finds reasons to  
be grateful  
page 25

NMSU pitching in on virus fight   
page 3
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STARS, STRIPES AND SOLIDARITY

STARS, STRIPES 
STARS, STRIPES AND SOLIDARITY
AND SOLIDARITY

Residents of Las Cruces’ La Plata Drive are flying their American flags in support of those on the front lines of the battle against COVID-19. “I decided that my 

husband and I would fly our American flag until this pandemic is over as a positive show of support for the citizens of this country and the belief that we will 

get through this together,” said resident Susie Coker. “Most of the folks on our street agreed to do the same. It is so nice to look up and down our street and 

know that we neighbors are supporting each other, as well as our community and country.”

Receive the Las Cruces Bulletin at home, 
call today to subscribe for just $58 a year.

Call 575-680-1841, or email 
circulation director Teresa Tolonen, 

teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com

Get your Bulletin at home

1740-A Calle de Mercado, Las Cruces
575-524-8065

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

CLEANING COMPANY LLC.
Largest Cleaning Company in Las Cruces

575-621-0008

SPECIALIZING IN:
• RESIDENTIAL CLEANING • OFFICE CLEANING
• CARPET CLEANING • FREE ESTIMATES

S k y ’ s  T h e  L i m i t
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NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS
RENEWING 
MEMBERS
Applied Technology 
Associates
1300 Britt St. SE
Albuquerque, NM 87123
505-767-1200
www.aptec.com

Ashley Furniture 
HomeStore
3299 Del Rey Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM 88012
575-523-3933
www.ashleyfurniture‑
homestore.com

Blue Horizon Boutique 
Assisted Living & 
Memory Care
2707 / 2719 Spitz Ave.
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-636-1142
www.bluehorizonmemo‑
rycare.com

Cupit & Company Inc.
PO Box 1620
Fairacres, NM 88033
575-649-0055

David Dean and 
Associates, Inc,
1320 Picacho Hills Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88007
575-523-9038
www.daviddeanandassoci‑
ates.com

Dawson Dinsmore
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-343-00159

First Financial 
Credit Union
901 E. University Ave. 
Suite Q
Las Cruces, NM 88001
800-342-8298
www.ffnm.org

High Desert Hospice
1155 S. Telshor Suite #306
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-993-2644
www.hdhcare.com

KRWG Public Media
PO Box 30001 MSC: 
TV22 NMSU
Las Cruces, NM 88003
575-646-2222
www.krwg.org

Las Cruces Machine, 
Manufacturing & 
Engineering
6000 S. Main, Suite B
Mesilla Park, NM 88047
575-526-1411
www.lascrucesmachine.
com

N2 Publishing
221 Main Street
Las Cruces, Ne 88001
575-654-5622
www.n2pub.com

New Mexico 
Procurement Technical 
Assistance Center
3655 Research Dr. 
Genesis Bldg A Ste 101
Las Cruces, NM 88003
575-646-1623
www.nmptac.org

NMSU
MSC 3Z PO Box 30001,
Las Cruces, NM 88003
575-646-2035
www.nmsu.edu

Outer Limits Car Wash
2821 N. Telshor
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-521-4774
www.outerlimitscarwash.
com

Pitre KIA
1840 N. Main St.
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-524-7721
www.pitrekialascruces.com

Presbyterian Health Plan
9521 San Mateo Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505-923-8227
www.phs.org

Sarah Stegall
Las Cruces, NM 88012
575-496-2550

The Ridge 
at Organ Vista
501 N. Roadrunner Pkwy
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-528-0800
www.ridgeatorganvista.
com

The Salvation Army
1590 E. California Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-524-4713
lascruces.salvationarmy.org

The Village at Northrise
2880 N. Roadrunner 
Parkway
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-522-1110
www.genesishcc.com

Here are some ways to get your Desert Exposure fix:
Check area racks and newsstands
Visit www.desertexposure.com

Sign up for an annual mail 
subscription for $54 contact Teresa 
Tolonen, teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
or call 575-680-1841

Sign up for our semi-monthly 
Desert Exposure email newsletter 
contact editor@desertexposure.com

Share stories and photos 
with Editor Elva Osterreich 
editor@desertexposure.com, 
575-443-4408

Promote your organization to 
our widespread readership 
through Desert Exposure 
advertising with Pam Rossi 
pam@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
575-635-6614

Explore Southern New Mexico
Explore the Desert Exposure, “the 
biggest little newspaper in the 
Southwest.” This eclectic arts and 
leisure publication delivers a blend of 
content to make you laugh, think and 
sometimes just get up and dance.

1740-A Calle de Mercado
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575-524-8061
www.desertexposure.com
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Thank you
PREMIERE SPONSORS FOR HEALTHCARE AWARDS:

MAJOR SPONSORS:

Advanced Hospital of Southern New Mexico
Aprendamos

Rehabilitation Center of Southern New Mexico

2020 Healthcare Awards Gala Sponsors


