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By DEBBI MOORE
GLCCC CEO/President

Contemplating my article 
for this, the very first Bottom 
Line of  2021, I remembered 
an article written many years 
ago.  I believe it was January 
2009 and I in Santa Fe during 
the session. Walking from 
one hotel to another for an 
event, surrounded by snow 
on the ground with snow 
softly coming down, in the 
quietness of  the moment, I 
listened to the echoes of  my 
footsteps on the cobblestone 
sidewalk. At that time I spoke 
to the importance of  listen-
ing to the echoes of  those 
who have gone before us and 
building on their foundations 
in our communities.

Remembering that speech, 
I realized that over this year 
we have been creating echoes 
of  our own in so many ways.  
Taking this quite person-

ally, I pondered the question, 
“What are my echoes that 
future generations will build 
upon or history will remem-
ber and value?” 

Both collectively and in-
dividually, we have, and will 
continue to navigate this 
uncharted journey. As often 
when a new year arrives, 
reflection of  the past year 
always comes to the forefront 
of  our minds. Reflection on 

the impact of  this pandemic 
includes grief, loss and pro-
found sadness. My heart 
aches for those who have 
lost loved ones this year, as 
I know all too well this grief  
journey. We salute, and con-
tinue to do so, our healthcare 
workers and first responders 
who have been there for our 
community from the very be-
ginning of  this pandemic.

And yet, in the middle of  so 
much sadness, we witnessed 
our community rise to the 
challenge. We are a phoenix 
rising in the midst of  it all 
to create those echoes of  
resilience, of  hope, of  gentle-
ness and genuine kindness 
creating the ultimate echo of  
love that will long transcend 
this pandemic. We’ve talked 
in previous articles about 
the giving nature of  our 
community to help those in 
need, to promote shopping 
among our local businesses, 

to donate funds, to help our 
children…over and over dur-
ing this year we have created 
the echoes of  community, 
our giving, wonderful com-
munity.

My echoes…my echoes…I 
hope my echoes will be ones 
of  servant leadership, of  
inspiration in the darkest of  
times and of  a listening ear. 
I trust my echoes will give 
confidence that no matter 
how dire, how impossible, the 
situation seems to be, there 
is always hope. Echoes of  
the simple power of  working 
together as a team can move 
mountains and make our 
community stronger than 
ever. Echoes our future gen-
erations will look back and 
say those are echoes, those 
foundations, are ones we can 
build upon.

I wish I could say that this 
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RELIEF FROM JOINT PAIN STARTS HERE.

Before you decide on surgery, discuss treatment options with your doctor. Understanding the risks and benefits of each treatment can help you 
make the best decision for your individual situation. Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of any surgical 
procedure or treatment.

If joint pain or stiffness is keeping you from doing the things you love, we can help you get back to your active life. 
MountainView Regional Medical Center is the only hospital in Las Cruces to offer a full range of services for joint pain 
relief, including advanced robotic-assisted knee and hip replacements. To find out more about treatment options 
that may be right for you, attend one of our free joint pain seminars.

Learn more about joint pain treatment options at bit.ly/MountainViewOrthopedics.
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is all behind us and 2021 will find us back to normal. Un-
fortunately, I cannot. I can say that the light, the horizon 
before is brighter than before. There is still much more 
navigation of  these uncharted waters to be done. We still 
don’t know what our “new normal” will look like. I do 
know, with great confidence, the echoes of  this commu-
nity, our home, will continue to echo resilience, agility, 
gentleness and kindness. We are, of  course, now more 
than ever, #lascrucesstrong.

MOORE from| 1

FROM THE CHAIR

New chair ready to serve
Happy New Year to everyone! As 

much as we were all ready to put 2020 
behind us, I believe the challenges of  
the year did much to bring out the best 
in all of  us. The beginning of  a new 
year prompts us to reflect on the year 
we just completed. As I think about how 
our Las Cruces business community 
adjusted and adapted in so many ways 
for so many months, it makes me proud 
to call Las Cruces home!

It has been my pleasure to serve on 
the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  
Commerce Board of  Directors for the 
last several years, and I look forward 
to serving our membership as Chair-
man for 2021. I want to recognize and 
thank Sabrina Martin for her leader-
ship as Chair of  our board during 2020. 
She and our President and CEO Debbi 
Moore, along with the support of  our 
entire board, were effective in leading 
the Chamber through the unusual year 
of  2020.   Under Sabrina’s leadership, 
Debbi, with the support of  her very 
capable staff  of  Brandi Misquez, and 
Cyndi Armijo, adopted the theme of  
“Pivot. Navigate. Reset. Recover” to 
deal with the impacts of  COVID-19. The 
objective was to provide current and 
critical information and resources to 
our membership as they dealt with the 
effects of  the pandemic to their busi-

nesses. Based on feedback from mem-
bers, I believe our chamber achieved 
those goals. Throughout the hectic year 
that none of  us will forget, the Greater 
Las Cruces Chamber of  Commerce also 
continued to advocate with law makers 
regarding policies that were important 
to business owners, and through vari-
ous leadership programs also developed 
skills and talents that will make busi-
nesses and our business community 
stronger.

Looking into 2021, I am personally 
honored to be leading our board for 
the year. For those of  us that have the 
privilege of  doing business in our com-
munity, I feel strongly that we have a re-
sponsibility to do what we can to make 
the community better. Being part of  the 
Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  Com-
merce is in my view an effective way to 
fulfill that responsibility. In the way of  
a brief  introduction, I’ll share a little 
about my background. My wife Susan 
and I are both native New Mexicans, 
and we are the proud parents of  a son 
and a daughter, and proud grandpar-
ents to three grandkids. I am a graduate 
of  NMSU, and I serve as President and 
CEO of  Citizens Bank of  Las Cruces. 
I’ve spent most of  my 35 year banking 
career in New Mexico, and much of  that 
has been right here in Las Cruces. As 

a community 
bank that is 
locally owned, 
Citizens Bank 
has for 50 
years been 
an avid sup-
porter of  Las 
Cruces, and 
in many ways 
has helped 
this com-
munity grow. 
We are a firm 
believer that 
in addition to 
our employees 
and custom-
ers, the communities we serve are key 
stakeholders that deserve our resources 
and energy. Supporting our Chamber is 
an effective way to give back and to help 
make Las Cruces a better place to live 
and work.

Our Greater Las Cruces Chamber of  
Commerce is committed to our mem-
bership and this special community of  
Las Cruces and Doña Ana County.  I 
look forward to the positive difference 
we can make as we enter 2021, which 
will hopefully be the year we beat this 
pandemic and come out even stronger 
than we were before.

JED
FANNING

Chairman of the Board
Greater Las Cruces 

Chamber of Commerce

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

No login. 
No fees. 

Check out the entire Bulletin 
in our weekly e-edition.

Always at your 
fingertips! 
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Looking back with love, forward with hope
Dear Community Part-

ners, 
I hope you all had a 

blessed Holiday Season. I 
want to take this opportu-
nity to thank my Chamber 
Family for the opportunity 
to serve as the Chair of  
the Greater Las Cruces 
Chamber of  Commerce 
Ambassadors. Also, my 
Aprendamos Family for 
their continued support.

As we look forward to 
2021, it’s important that 
we look back with love and 
forward with hope. 2020 
was a challenging year. 
There were many losses, 
loss of  connection, life, and 

business. With the bad also 
comes the good. In 2020 I 
spoke to my friends and 
family over video 
chat more than 
ever before. 
I sent more 
random text 
messages to 
friends than 
ever before. 
I also become 
quite skilled at 
ordering take-out and 
jumping on a Zoom call. 
And I became the best stay- 
at-home dog mom I could 
ever be. 

Many businesses had 
to become more creative 

and innovative than ever 
before. Creativity such as 
building social media fol-

lowings, adding or-
dering options 

to a website, 
organizing 
curbside 
pick-up, 
and delivery 

options. To 
me, innovation 

means getting com-
fortable in the uncomfort-
able, embracing new ideas 
and ways of  doing things, 
and exploring different 
avenues of  growth and 
learning. 

In the new year of  2021, 

I believe prosperity will 
be the embrace of  change 
through creativity and 
innovation. As the Ambas-
sadors Chair, I see our 
Ambassadors continuing 
to support our local busi-
ness. Of  course, we’ll get 
creative, and we’ll continue 
to highlight success stories 
in our community.  And 
we’ll continue supporting 
our local non-profit orga-
nizations, and we’ll con-
tinue learning, innovating, 
celebrating, and growing 
together as the Greater Las 
Cruces Chamber of  Com-
merce Ambassadors.

I want to thank Diana 

Peru, who is now our Im-
mediate Past-Chair, for 
her friendship and guid-
ance. Also, thank our new 
Executive Council for 
their continued support 
of  the Ambassadors and 
Greater Chamber. Also, 
to the Board of  the Great 
Chamber, we look forward 
to our continued collabo-
ration. I must also add a 
particular moment of  
gratitude to Debbi Moore, 
Cyndi Armijo, and Brandi 
Misquez for their contin-
ued guidance and support. 
We are looking forward 
with hope to an excellent 
2021. Happy New Year!

CAROLINE 
ZAMORA

Chair of the Greater 
Las Cruces Chamber 

of Commerce 
Ambassadors

Explore Southern
New Mexico

Explore the monthly Desert Exposure, “the biggest little newspaper in the 
Southwest.” This eclectic arts and leisure publication delivers a blend of 
content to make you laugh, think and sometimes just get up and dance.

Here are some ways to get your Desert Exposure fix:
• Check area racks and newsstands

• Visit www.desertexposure.com

•  Sign up for an annual mail subscription 
for $54 contact Teresa Tolonen, 
teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
or call 575-680-1841

•  Sign up for our semi-monthly 
Desert Exposure email newsletter 
contact editor@desertexposure.com

•  Share stories and photos 
with Editor Elva Osterreich 
editor@desertexposure.com, 
575-443-4408

•  Promote your organization to 
our widespread readership 
through Desert Exposure 
advertising with Pam Rossi 
pam@lascrucesbulletin.com, 
575-635-6614

1740-A Calle de Mercado
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575-524-8061
www.desertexposure.com

Get your Bulletin at home
If you’re not already 
receiving the Las Cruces 
Bulletin at your home, call 
today to subscribe for just 
$58 a year. 
Or if you do receive the 
Bulletin, maybe you have 
a friend or loved one who 
would like to receive it.

1740-A Calle de Mercado, Las Cruces
575-524-8065

www.lascrucesbulletin.com

Call the Bulletin today, 
at 575-680-1841, or email 
circulation director 
Teresa Tolonen, 
teresa@lascrucesbulletin.com
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Richard Coltharp never mentions 
you-know-what 

page 6

Local swim squad brings home  
some gold 
page 30

NEWS Beware of scams in times of 
COVID-19 
page 4

Graduation may be postponed, but the very class of graduates from the 

Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine will soon be headed out to begin 

their residency programs all over the United States, with 41 of them staying 
right here in the southwest region. See the full story on page 3. 

AND THEY’RE OFF!
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If  you plan to visit  our hospital,  your primar y care provider or an 
urgent clinic,  please call  ahead before you go and let them know if  

you are experiencing symptoms related to COVID-19.

The award-winning ABC 
comedy “Modern Family” airs 

its series finale Wednesday.

The Pritchett-Dunphy band is breaking up: 
‘Modern Family’ signs off
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AND SAVE BIG
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YELLOWBIRDAC.COM • YELLOWBIRDSOLAR.COM

SAVE YOUR ELECTRIC BILL EACH MONTH

Amana Lifetime Warranty
Last AC You’ll Every Buy

Lic #380200 • 4.38 kw • $36,000 financed at 2.99% is combo 
price $89.94 for 18 months then re-amortize OAC.
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WARRANTY
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T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

YOUR Business is OUR Business!

By DEBBI 
MOORE
GLCCC CEO/

President

At the 
printing of  
this publica-

tion, we will be just a few 

short days away from Easter 

2020. This holiday finds us 

facing a much different cel-

ebration than prior years.  

Easter egg hunts will be 

smaller, held in backyards 

or not held at all. Religious 

celebrations will be viewed 

on our computers, smart 

phones or televisions instead 

of  attending in person. Fam-

ily gatherings will be much, 

much smaller. Yes, things are 

different, aren’t they?

It goes without saying that 

the definition of  “business as 

usual” and “normalcy” have 

taken on drastic new mean-

ings with the COVID-19 virus. 

First and foremost, the health 

of  our neighbors is weighing 

heavy on our hearts. To stop 

the spread of  this dreaded 

virus, drastic measures have 

been taken to keep our com-

munity healthy.  In these 

moments of  ever changing 

information, we find our-

selves trying to separate 

truth from fiction. Holding 

on to faith, rather than giv-

ing into fear, becomes over-

whelming at best. Remember 

that sometimes, the brightest 

lights are found in the dark-

est of  times.
We have come face to face 

with this world-wide pan-

demic and our hearts break 

to know we have lost loved 

ones to this terrible virus. 

We have “social distanced,” 

stayed home, canceled gath-

erings and postponed events. 

We have had to give up shak-

ing hands, giving hugs and 

overall personal interactions. 

We have learned that life 

is fragile in so many, many 

ways.  We have seen our 

economy come to an abrupt 

stand still and our neighbors 

lose their jobs. We stare at 

the future with anxiety, brac-

ing ourselves for our journey 

into the unknown.
As I have set up my home 

office and begun my new 

“normal,” at least for now, I 

became keenly aware of  the 

silence in my home. The loss 

of  my husband 18 months ago 

came back to me in such an 

overwhelming tidal wave, as 

if  I had returned to the very 

day of  my loss.  I was suddenly 

“alone” with a brand new 

definition. As the days have 

gone into weeks and I have 

spoken with people over the 

phone and via social media, it 

dawned on me that the feeling 

many of  us are experiencing 

is indeed grief. We are griev-

ing all that was routine to us. 

We are grieving lack of  cer-

tainty. We are grieving. And 

just as I have moved forward 

for the past 18 months, one 

step at a time, we will do the 

same…moving forward to-

gether as a community.

We have seen the loss of  

being able to walk into a place 

of  business, dine-in at a 

restaurant or meet a friend 

for coffee. We have seen the 

heartbreak in business own-

ers’ eyes as they have had to 

make the hardest of  decisions 

with regards to their staff. We 

have seen our children see a 

new norm in their education 

‘Las Cruces Strong’ bolstered
by ‘Las Cruces Kindness’

See STRONG | 3
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The Pink Moon is one of the traditional names of the April full moon, according to Native American 

lore. It is also called the Full Sprouting Grass Moon, Egg Moon and, among coastal tribes, Full Fish 

Moon. It is the first full moon of the spring. The April full moon is also called the Paschal (“the 

passing over”) Full Moon and is the full moon that determines what date Easter will be designated 

each year. This year’s full “Pink Moon” came at 8:35 p.m. MDT Tuesday, April 7. Easter is Sunday, 

April 12. Here’s a thought to bring both together: try dying some of this year’s Easter eggs pink!
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Local news and
Thank you, Las Cruces

By now it should be no surprise.
We watched and reported as you 

raised millions of dollars to fight 
breast cancer through the Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink campaign, named the most 
successful of its kind in the nation.

We watched and reported as you were 
named the most giving and charitable 
market in America.

We watched and reported as you 
responded with action and compassion 
during the migrant crisis of 2019.

And now we watch and report as Las 
Cruces reacts and responds to something 
none of us has any experience with.

As soon as it was announced schools 
would be closing two extra weeks at spring 
break to fight the spread of the COVID-19 
virus, our citizens and businesses sprung 
into action to ensure those children had free 

or at-cost meals if needed.
Local funds and programs were 

established almost immediately to help 
those who lost work when businesses were 
forced to close. 

In the meantime, even though a 
community as friendly as ours doesn’t 
enjoy it, we’ve done a good job keeping our 
distance from each other. New Mexico’s 
rates of infection are lower and less deadly 
than almost any state in the country. It’s 
nice to be rated highly in something good 
for a change.

Unfortunately, the numbers will likely 
continue to rise before they drop. Our 
thoughts and prayers will be with those 
families affected.

Still, our community will carry on. We will 
carry on through the crisis, as businesses and 
individuals work to help us through.

And we will carry on after the crisis, 
working to re-build what has been lost. 
And a lot has been lost.

Thanks to you, the Las Cruces Bulletin 
has been part of this community for 50 
years, and even though there has been lots 
to be proud of in that half-century, this 
could prove to be this great city’s finest 
moment. 

Hang in there, and keep washing those 
hands.

Look for the Las Cruces Bulletin every 
Friday at newsstands and in your 
driveway. Check us out 24/7 at
www.lascrucesbulletin.com.
And to subscribe to our email newsletter, 
the eBulletin, send a request to
ian@lascrucesbulletin.com.
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‘Art With Heart’  
enlivens community  

page 19

Tracey Bryan  
finds reasons to  

be grateful  
page 25

NMSU pitching in 
on virus fight   

page 3
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STARS, STRIPES AND SOLIDARITY

STARS, STRIPES 
STARS, STRIPES AND SOLIDARITY
AND SOLIDARITY

Residents of Las Cruces’ La Plata Drive are flying their American flags in support of those on the front lines of the battle against COVID-19. “I decided that my 

husband and I would fly our American flag until this pandemic is over as a positive show of support for the citizens of this country and the belief that we will 

get through this together,” said resident Susie Coker. “Most of the folks on our street agreed to do the same. It is so nice to look up and down our street and 

know that we neighbors are supporting each other, as well as our community and country.”
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RENEWING 
MEMBERS
Amador Health Center
999 W. Amador
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-527-5482
www.amadorhealth.org

Aprendamos 
Intervention Team
301 Perkins Drive Suite B
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-526-6682
www.aitkids.com

Community Foundation 
of Southern New Mexico
2600 El Paseo Rd.
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-521-4794
www.cfsnm.org

Crunch Fitness
320 E. Wyatt Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88001
818-721-8672 ext 111
www.crunchlascruces.com

Highland Enterprises, Inc.
645 South Compress Rd
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-3551
www.new-mexico-con‑
struction.com/

Holiday Inn Express - 
Las Cruces North
2142 Telshor Court
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-522-0700
www.hiexpress.com/
lascruces-n

Jardin de los Ninos
999 W. Amador, Suite E
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-522-2111
www.jardinlc.org

SBH Web Design LLC
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-640-5091
www.sbhwebdesign.com

SCORE Las Cruces
Chapter 397
505 S. Main St., Ste 125
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-523-5627
www.scorelascruces.org

Southwestern Eye Center
2030 S. Solano
Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-521-1158
www.sweye.com

Washington Federal - 
Telshor
1800 S. Telshor
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-522-2664
www.washingtonfederal.
com/

WestStar Bank
555 S. Telshor Blvd. 
Suite 100A
Las Cruces, NM 88011
575-323-6040
www.weststarbank.com

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS

CLEANING COMPANY LLC.
Largest Cleaning Company in Las Cruces

575-621-0008

SPECIALIZING IN:
• RESIDENTIAL CLEANING • OFFICE CLEANING
• CARPET CLEANING • FREE ESTIMATES

S k y ’ s  T h e  L i m i t

WEAR
A MASK.
BRING
BUSINESS
BACK.

“Worldwide Flower Delivery” “All major credit cards accepted”

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm; Closed Sunday • 1300 El Paseo Rd. • 575-523-6400

Just Just 
Because!Because!


