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captivating.”
That quote was fre-
quent Desert Exposure con-
tributor Vivian Savitt describing
the mist on the island of Mull off
the coast of Scotland.

She could have just as easily
been describing herself, or any
of us, really.

Liminal comes from the Lat-
in root “limen,” meaning on the
threshold.

When Vivian’s elegant phrase
was published in Desert Expo-
sure about a year ago, she could
not have known she herself was
on the threshold, on the preci-
pice of something new and un-
expected.

Vivian passed away recently,
her liminal qualities taking flight.

Those qualities filled her prose
on many of these pages over the
years, touching many readers.

Her meticulous, caring nature,
her astute observations, we can
only hope, found ground in at
least some remaining souls here
as she left.

Desert Exposure recently lost
another contributor of sorts, a
distributor, to be more accurate.

In the bed of Nancy McCau-
ley’'s well-worn white Toyota
pickup, you could always find
some sorts of debris. Dirt, straw,
magazines, chunks of wood.

“ Its liminal quality was

w.bettersilvercity.com
karen@bettersilvercity.com
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Desert Light

Celebratmg people who bnghtened our paths

Vivian Savitt

And sometimes you could find
me in the back of that pickup,
crouching to keep from hitting
my head on the camper shell.

Nancy delivered Desert Expo-
sures throughout Grant County
every month for several years.
Many of you encountered her
smile and easy countenance as
she popped in the local stores
and businesses with the latest
month’s stack.

But before she could bring
them to you, someone had to
bring them to Nancy. Often that
was me, driving a truck from
Las Cruces to Silver City, and

Main Office:
120 E. 11th St., Silver City, NM
Toll-Free (866) 538-0404
Office: (575) 538-0404

Homes

and Gardens

Nancy McCauley

meeting Nancy for the delivery
of 60 or more bundles of Desert
Exposures. Frequently, I would
crawl inside that pickup bed to
arrange and stack the bundles.

I had many conversations with
Nancy the last few years, but
here’s the odd part. Two minutes
after the very first conversation,
I felt like I'd known her 50 years.
She had that way about her, and
when her daughter Tara told me
Nancy was a popular Walmart
employee, I was not surprised
in the least. “Everybody in town
knows her,” Tara said. Which
made me think, “If that’s so, then

REAL

ESTATE

Dan Cook, Broker

SILVER CITY

everybody in town likes her,
too.” She was definitely one of
those people for whom, to know
her was to like her.

Every business is defined by
numbers: How many did you
make? How much did you sell?
What were your costs?

But every business is also
built by people. Those human
building blocks can be counted
but can’t be quantified.

The skills Vivian Savitt and
Nancy McCauley brought to help
us build Desert Exposure could
not have been more different.
Neither one could have brought

Mimbres Office:

2991 Highway 35, Mimbres, NM
Toll-Free (866) 538-0404
Office: (575) 574-8798
www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com
robin@bettersilvercity.com

the same passion, style and per-
sonality to the other’s duties. Yet
Desert Exposure could not have
been the same without either
one of those beautiful souls.

It's the time of year we should
be thinking about others. And
thinking about the beauty and
joy some people bring to this
often dark and ugly world. It
sounds corny as can be, but
sometimes all it really does take
to make someone’s day is a smile
and a kind word or some grace
and consideration.

Nancy seemed to be made
wholly of smiles and kind words
and Vivian of grace and consid-
eration. And captivating liminal
qualities.

Liminal qualities we all need
whether we realize it or not.

Peace be with you all as we
stand on the threshold of anoth-
er year.

Richard Coltharp is publisher
of Desert Exposure. He’ll be the
annoying guy
whose overly
loud Christmas
music you’ll be
hearing from
his vehicle in

traffic.

DISTINCTIVE
COLLECTION

University area 4-plex in Silver City. One con-
tiguous house with 4 units: 703 W. Market, 705
W. Market, 319 Black St. and 321 Black St. Three
units currently occupied on mo. to mo. and 705
W. Market has always been a vacation rental.
705 has had a long term tenant and her rent
reflects that. All in excellent condition with off-
street parking, yard areas and all metered seper-
ately for gas and electric. Can be sold completely
furnished, inventory list will be provided per
unit. Would make an excellent owner occupied
property with income great income potential.
MLS# 39383. $375,000

Better
@ HoOmes

REEGACL: BIE

Located 9 miles north of Historic Downtown Silver City, this beautiful Contemporary
home combines mountain living with modern conveniences. Nestled on 4 private wooded acres,
this home offers views of the Gila National Forest and those southwestern sunsets. Custom alder
cabinets, antler chandelier, juniper stairway and mantel, central vacuum with an auto-dustpan
feature, and Pella Windows. A formal dining room, private office/4th bedroom and two primary
bedrooms, one on the main floor with walk-in shower, and double sinks combined with a sitting
area that can be used as an office nook, extra sleeping space or yoga mat. Downstairs is another
private bedroom and great room/kitchenette and a two car attached garage. A must see for any
enthusiast. MLS 39214. $765,000

Southwestern style Hacienda with huge restaurant style kitchen with butcher block island,
beamed ceilings and breakfast nook with bay window, stone countertops farm sink with
commercial faucet, double convection oven. Huge master suite w/ vaulted ceilings, PVT covered
patio. Master bath w/ pebble stone, dual shower heads, jetted tub, limestone countertops.
Intercom, walk in closets, leaded glass door, French doors, 2 car garage. Great room with passive
solar, clerestory windows, formal dining, 3 massive wrought iron chandeliers. Desirable Indian
Hills estate on cul-de-sac. Park like setting, stone walls, sprinkler system, for patios, stargazing
deck, stone barbecue, brick fire pit, post lighting, amazing views. MLS#39236. $639,000.

T AT E®

Move in ready, well maintained home. Great
views from a top of this manufactured home
subdivision. South facing windows provide great
natural light to the main rooms of the home.
Owner has kept this clean, and updated.
Schedule a showing to view. MLS# 39389.
$115,000

g Downtown Silver City. Nice fenced in back yard

S =i, .. borch. MLS#39360. $225,000.

Business Opportunity! Located on the cormer
of Hwy. 180 and Pope Street. High traffic & visi-
bility location. Front lobby with a private office.
Previously was being used as a dry cleaners but
has other business potential. Call today for a
showing! MLS# 39252. $225,000

Charming Southwest style home just minutes up Highway 15 from 32nd Street/ Bypass Rd.
ATRUE 4 bedroom, 2 bath home plus an office with outstanding views. Split floor plan, large living

Well maintained manufactured home in
Oakwood Estates. 3 bd 2 ba home is 5 minute
drive from Western New Mexico University or

w/ shed and a large screened in back and front

room w/cathedral ceilings, large windows, formal dining room and on CITY water. Bathrooms have
been upgraded with new Talavera sinks, tile countertops and decorative mirrors. New appliances
(2021) including granite countertops and a hammered copper farmhouse sink. The yard has native
landscaping, fruit trees w/a drip system and 2 greenhouses. Detached 1 car garage w/a workshop
and storage. Lots of wildlife, privacy and RV access. Make an appointment today!!
MLS#39351. $488,500

Up on the high chapparral! 95+ acres with
360-degree views to the Black Range, Cookes
Peak and the Kneeling Nun. Unrestricted with
various sites available to build your dream home
or getaway cabin. Electric nearby & well has
been drilled. Interesting geologic area for rock
hounding. Abundant wildlife. Short drive to the
Gila National Forest, Bear Canyon and fishing at
Bear Canyon Reservoir and Lake Roberts. Ser-
vices available in Mimbres Valley ~ restaurants,
gas station, clinicand post office. Silver City just
20 minutes away. Horses and livestock allowed.
MLS#39391. $240,000

End of Mineral Creek Road lies a 120 acre
jewel, bordering Gila National Forest. This
unique property has all the water you've
dreamed of, including irrigated pastures, an
old orchard, all with a recently engineered and
updated irrigating system ready to open up
the flood gates. There are 11 acre feet of water
rights that include surface, ditch and irrigation
rights. Wild New Mexico game frequent the
pastures and orchard making this a once in a
lifetime opportunity to own a property with
this much water in the great southwest.
MLS#39191. $950,000
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Dumbfounder

GARDENING SEASON.

LAMBRIGHT

“Desert Dumbfounder” by Dave Thomas is a simple substitution cipher; one letter stands for
another. Solution is by trial and error. Solution will appear in next month’s Desert Exposure.
Send full solution, or just the Secret Words, to nmsrdave@swcp.com, and be recognized!

TIPS:www.nmsr.org/secretword.htm and www.nmsr.org/cypher-how2.jpg

"JE JH K WGOJXFENVO GYIGZJGLQG EP TPZR PL
EFJH GLEFVHJKHEJQ KLW QZGKEJUG QKHE." -

HJOUGZ QJEC QPBBVLJEC EFGKEZG'H KOO-CPVEF QKHE.

Use the answer key below to track your clues, and reveal Secret Words!

A B CDEVFGHTIJ KU LMNUOZPA QIR STUVWIX Y Z

Previous Solution: "COOLER WEATHER DOESN'T MEAN AN END TO THE Congrats to #77 solvers :
IF YOU LOVE GARLIC,
THE SEASON BEFORE THE COLDEST PART OF WINTER."
*Secret Words:”ICY GARDEN SUBPLOT”

IT IS PLANTED LATE IN
- BETTY

M =1 ‘X =X :°nTD

'EFG XJUGZ' TJEF

TGLWC HIVZXGPL, PL
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“Cactus Flowers” by Jen-
nipher Cunningham invokes
the colors of the desert for
the holiday season. Cunning-
ham grew up basically feral
on the back of a spirited,
spotted horse exploring the
the plains of Colorado and
finding inspiration in scuffed
knees and dirty hands. She
studied every animal she
could find, catch, and maybe
cuddle. The love of animals
and wild spaces inspired her
paintings. She lives in Santa
Fe now and paints every day.

Her work can be seen at the
Dancing Dog Gallery in Tularo-

flv

Desert Exposure is published
monthly and distributed free of
charge at choice establishments
throughout southern New Mexico.
Mail subscriptions are $54 plus tax for
12 issues. Single copies by mail $5. All
contents © 2022 Osteen Media Group,
LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of
this publication may be reproduced
without written permission.

All rights to material by outside
contributors revert to the author.
Views expressed in articles,
advertisements,  graphics and/or
photos appearing in Desert Exposure
do not necessarily reflect the views of
the editors or advertisers.

Desert Exposure is not responsible
for unsolicited submissions of articles
or artwork. Submissions by mail must
include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope for reply or return. It will
be assumed that all submissions,
including email letters, are intended
for publication. All submissions,

including letters to the editor, may be
edited for length, style and content.

sa and on her website at www.
Jjupiterjennyarts.com.

FACES OF DEMING

Marilyn Page has been
one of the central energy
sources for the Deming
Gem & Mineral Society
since moving to Deming in
2003. Her love of working
with stones and gem
quality minerals began in
New Hampshire. Marilyn
was attracted as a young
girl to the “real” black and
white granite readily found
there. Now she puts her
love of stones into sharing
what she has amassed

by teaching classes for
children on the weekends,
usually in jewelry making
and small loom beading.
The main activity for
TDG&MS is the yearly spring
Round Up at the Deming
Fair Grounds, which has

been growing steadily since
the club’s beginning in
1965. The second activity

is the guided excursions

to the “Big Diggin’s” where
collectable rocks are

there for the “pickin.” Visit
thedgmsclub.com to find
out more about the club.
(Photo by Stanley Sabre)

December Deadlines

All stories and notices for the editorial
section due Friday Nov. 18.

Space reservation and ad copy due Tuesday,

Dec. 20.

ADVERTISING
SALES MANAGER
Jamila Khalil
575-680-1982
jamila@lascrucesbulletin.com

EDITOR
Elva K. Osterreich
575-680-1978
Cell: 575-443-4408
editor@desertexposure.com
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EVERYDAY OBSERVATIONS o ABE VILLARREAL

Where Do You Come From?

Let people know what it means to you

nytime you tell someone
where you are from, an
immediate  impression

is formed about you. People al-
ways want to know who they are
speaking to on a basic level, and
part of that discovery is learning
where someone comes from. His
roots. Her beginnings.

When someone says, “‘I'm
from the South,” I start to think
of accents and mannerisms. I
can't help it.

The first time I went to New
Orleans, I listened and watched,
and learned my ideas of a South-
ern person were a little on point,
and a lot off point.

Other people say they are
from the city. They mostly say
that when they are in places
far away from the city. What do
they mean when they say they

are from the city? I don’t think
it always refers to their physical
residence but their way of life.

Sounds of cars honking, steam
coming out of manholes, and
people walking like they are al-
ways late for something. Coffee
shops on every corner to help
those late people get to where
they are going. That's what I
think about people when they
say they are from the city.

Other people say they are from
out-of-town. They say that to tell
you that they are not from your
neck of the woods, that they are
there for a short time, just visi-
tors. They give you permission
to open up and share about your
town with someone new.

Out-of-town people are loved
and hated. Sometimes they are
welcomed with open arms. Oth-

er times, an instant skepticism is
shaped about them.

Why are they here? What do
they want?

Then there are people who say
they are from a specific place
like California or Texas. When
they say that, they don’t mention
their hometowns. They mention
a state. That’s for a reason. They
want others to understand them
on a basic level. Most of us, be-
ing basic people, can understand
what California or Texas means
to us. Those words mean some-
thing to all of us.

I tell people I live on the bor-
der. It’s easier than saying the
name of my small hometown,
which people don’t recognize.
It’'s easier than describing how
far it is from the nearest big city,
describing its population size, or

sharing stories about its most fa-
mous and historic buildings.

I like to say I live on the bor-
der because of what that word
means to me. It means beauty
and desert. It means language
and culture. It means com-
merce, trade, dialogue and part-
nerships. It means a certain kind
of food and music. It means
living between two worlds. Un-
derstanding two different kinds
of people and ways of life. It’s
about balance.

When I say that I'm from the
U.S.-Mexico border, I'm sure
many images come to mind who
have never lived here. Mental
pictures of danger, of poverty,
and people in need. Thoughts
of drugs and violence. Ideas of
people crossing back and forth
in search of something.

Where we grew up, where we
choose to live, is much more
complex than the instant ideas
others get when we answer the
question, “Where are you from?”

I always answer that I'm from
the border. It gives me the oppor-
tunity to share about the kind of
life and traditions that are worth
experiencing by others. And
maybe, just maybe, help change
minds and open eyes.

Abe Villarreal
writes about
life and,
culture i
America.

He can be
reached at
abevillarreal@hotmazl.com.

Health security: more
important than ever

t’'s depressing. Health costs
Iare continuing to rise — im-

pacting patients, employers,
providers and the state budget.
What can be done?

The Health Security for New
Mexicans Campaign, a diverse
coalition of 170 organizations
and thousands of New Mexi-
cans, has developed a home-
grown solution.

The Health Security Act would
enable New Mexico to create its
own health plan that guarantees
comprehensive coverage and
freedom of choice of provider

This & That, ..
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across from Blake's Parking lot
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Letter 10 the |

(no more networks) for most
residents.

Three independent studies
have concluded that this plan
would dramatically slow health
care cost increases, and that is
due to more than the advantage
of large enrollment numbers.
There are countries, even small
ones, that guarantee health cov-
erage, spend far less than the
United States, and have better
health results.

What is New Mexico doing?

In 2021, the legislature allo-
cated funding to the Office of
Superintendent of Insurance
(OSI) to oversee the design of
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the Health Security Plan.

The Health Security Act,
which sets out guidelines for
the Plan, does not provide the
details about how the Plan will
work. This is the purpose of the
design process.

In 2022, more funds - close to
$800,000 — were allocated to OSI
to continue working on Health
Security policy solutions.

In May, Sen. Gerald Ortiz
y Pino and Rep Dayan Hoch-
man-Vigil shared with Insurance
Superintendent Russell Toal a
list of six topics that we and our
legislative sponsors identified
as critical to addressing rising
costs. They seemed acceptable
to Toal. They included conduct-
ing a cost analysis of the pri-
vatized Medicaid managed care
program, gathering annual NM
health expenditure data to eval-
uate the cost impact of any new
policies that are implemented,
and developing:

¢ a global budgets program for
hospitals

¢ 3 standardized payment sys-

ﬁ [ ]
CAitor
tem for health professionals

¢ a program that lowers drug
costs

e an inter-operational IT sys-
tem

Based on public statements
by Toal and Secretary of Human
Services David Scrase, the ad-
ministration is focusing on en-
suring that more New Mexicans
are able to receive coverage
through Medicaid and beWell-
nm.

While important, covering
more people will not address the
key systemic problems of why
costs (and premiums) are rising.
It will not result in simplifying a
complex system that frustrates
providers and patients alike. In
addition, focusing on current
health care access issues should
not preclude simultaneously
moving ahead with long-term
systemic solutions.

Last year, OSI did an excellent
job of hiring experts who provid-
ed useful information, including
options that should be pursued
during this second year of de-

sign.

Unfortunately, there has been
almost no discernible action on
five of the six priority topics. (A
request for proposals for a glob-
al budgeting study was finally re-
leased on September 30.)

New Mexico cannot afford to
continue on the path of patching
up a flawed system. Interim solu-
tions are important, but costs
will continue to rise unless we
establish policies that enable us
to take control of what has be-
come an out-of-control system.

The design process provides
an incredible opportunity for
New Mexico to come up with a
coordinated solution that will
work for our state and our res-
idents.

Let candidates know that they
need to support the Health Secu-
rity Plan design process.

Mary Feldblum,
Executive Director,
Health Security for New
Mexicans Campaignwww.
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ungry or not, my father
insists on eating on a
schedule. You know

what that means? It means I eat
on a schedule, too. HIS schedule.
You wouldn’t believe the pounds
I've packed on as a result. Al-
though, if I'm honest, women are
the primary reason there’s more
of me to love. By women, I mean
Betty Crocker, Little Debbie,
and Dolly Madison. My beauti-
ful wife doesn’t think I'm over-
weight, though. Just six inches
too short for my weight.

Getting back to my father, my
wife’s concerned he’ll choke on
something while eating, so she
makes me join him as a sort of
culinary bodyguard. This chore
is less of a calling and more of
a burden because my father
likes to drone on about who’s
sick or has died. These conver-
sations begin benignly enough—
“Shouldn’t you be mowing the
lawn?” he'll say, confusing me
with the guy who mows our
lawn—and go downbhill after
that. Something as innocuous as
my going to the store turned into
a tale of woe.

“Be careful,” he warned. “My
friend went to Costco and end-
ed up in the hospital. He went
there for the free samples, be-

The Holidays are

RAISINGDAD « JIM AND HENRY DUCHENE

Death & Other M-
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lences

‘Never ask anyone about anybody’

cause his wife doesn’t cook any-
more. T've cooked enough,’” she
told him. He fell in the dog food
aisle. Which is funny, because he
doesn’t have a dog.”

He stopped as if that was the
end of the story.

“Did he break his hip?” I asked.

“I don’t know, but now he
can’t walk. All because his wife
won't cook.”

My grandson and I recently
walked past an older gentleman
in the Costco parking lot. He
was squatting at the back of his
car, fiddling with something un-
der the bumper. His wife sat in
the passenger seat.

We were only in the store for
five minutes. Shopping doesn’t
take me long. Unlike my wife, I
only go into a store to buy some-
thing, not to look for something
to buy. On our way back, he was
laying on the pavement.

“Are you okay?” I asked him.

“Can you help me up?” he said,
lifting a hand in my direction.

I did, and he thanked me. He
explained he squatted down to
do something but didn’t have
the leg strength to get back up.
The harder he tried, the weak-
er his legs got, until they finally
crumpled. Embarrassed, he laid
there, hoping to build up enough

upon us!

strength to try again.

“Will you be okay?” I asked
him.

He assured me he would. His
wife, meanwhile, never moved.
She was probably preoccupied
with the war in Ukraine. Walking
away, [ told my grandson, “It’s al-
ways good to help people.”

“Why didn’t his wife help
him?” he wanted to know.

“That,” I told him, “is a good
question.”

Another time, I was walking
behind an elderly couple. The
lady had a cane and was hav-
ing trouble walking, so her hus-
band, who had walking issues
of his own, held her by the arm
to steady her. Unfortunately,
he leaned into her so much she
angrily pushed him away, snap-
ping, “Stay on your side!” I felt
sorry for him. He only wanted
to help, but his age made him an
annoyance.

These kinds of annoyances are
why I've made improvements to
my father’s bathroom. I'm trying
to avoid a tragedy rather than re-
act to one.

He steps tentatively into his
bathtub like an astronaut nego-
tiating outer space, so I've put
friction strips on the floor of his
tub so he won’t slip on the wet

porcelain. I've installed shower
handles for him to steady him-
self with, as well as a handle by
his commode. He fought the idea
at first, but has come to agree
that life is easier with them. I've
also installed a toilet-seat bidet.
He swore he would never use it,
but now, on hot days, I think he
likes to go in there to give him-
self a spritz.

The thermostat has developed
into a problem between us. He’s
always changing the tempera-
ture, and then denying he does it.

“Who raised the tempera-
ture?”

“Not me,” he'll say.

But, really, who else can it be?

I'm practically to the point of
attaching a fake thermostat to
the wall, and hiding the real one
behind an oil painting, the way
the rich hide their valuables in
the movies.

Even though my father doesn’t
like talking on the phone, occa-
sionally he’ll get a call from a
friend or relative. When he does,
it sounds like a contest to win
the title of Most Depressing.
That’s when I learned to never
ask anyone about anybody. It's
always bad news. The last time
I did, I was told, “Haven’t you
heard? He’s in jail for...” Well,

you don’t want to know why
he’s in jail, but you might find a
picture of it in Hunter’s laptop.
Better to be like my father and
his cronies who can barely hear
each other.

“Guess who died?”

“What?”

“Not what, who.”

“Who what?”

“Just guess.”

“I can’t hear you!”

It’s like listening to an Abbott
& Costello routine.

A few months before my uncle
died, he called my father.

“I have some good news and
I have some bad news,” he said.

“Give me the good news first,”
my father told him.

As soon as his brother finished
telling him the good news, my fa-
ther hung up.

“Why did you hang up?” I
asked him.

“I'm too old to listen to bad
news,” he said.

Sadly, now that my father’s
learned to make the most out of
life, it’s almost gone.

1 like my wrinkles. They
cover my age spots.
theduchenebrothers@gmail.
com

Book your
Holiday Party Today!

CALL

8575-8541-7T417

302 S. Main St. Las Cruces, NM 88001
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PowerUp With .

BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE WORLD « \WENDY HAMILTON

Clectricity

Save money, increase well-being at January EXPO

owerUp your home with
Pelectm’city. Find out what

this means by attending
the first Las Cruces PowerUP
Expo and Training, Jan. 20-21,
2023, at the Las Cruces Con-
vention Center. This event,
with over 50,000 square feet
of indoor and outdoor exhibit
space, will bring in exhibitors
from near and far to showcase

———
I

the latest electric home, build-
ing, and vehicle technologies.
The PowerUP Expo and Train-
ing will also officially launch
the Las Cruces Electrification
Initiative.

When Congress recently
passed the Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA), it provided every
American with financial incen-
tives to purchase electrical ap-

———————— n
|

Sewing Machine and Serger 3%

| service and repair.

| Free Hand Long Arm quilting.

| Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics
Questions? Want to see the fabric?

| Just give me (Cindy Ugarte) a call at

| 575-538-2284 and we can get together.

Sneeze Weeds Studios

T sweezeweeoseovaLcom * __ J

¥

DO YOU NEED AN
EXPERIENCED PLUMBER?®

CALL US FIRST!

=

Metal Craft Co.

PLUMBING

———

FAMILY DWNED & OPERATED

More than 60 years of combined
plumbing experience

924W. Picacho Ave.
www.metalcraftco.com

W Lo » BIEES
| Tl oTACLRAIMTSE

Open Friday 10am-7pm
Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

Find me on Facebook at

Lioyd-Studio William

575-524-8653

DIVISION

Commnrcial & Resinniel
+ Hew Constmectien - Remadels

- Bndnrgeomni Lesks - Circolating Fumpe
= Nulumd Gas « ded More:
ey |

LERNEE )

amavien

L

LEFEE AL

THE S. NORMAN
NATIVE AMERICAN ART
AND JEWELRY COLLECTION

Gathered over 60 years, this amazing collection
is now available at Lloyd Studios in Silver City.
Come say hello and find your next piece!

Lioyd Studios
306 W. Broadway,
Silver City, NM

pliances and/or new vehicles
(EVs). But, the cost savings
doesn’t end there. Following
the purchase of any new elec-
tric appliance or EV, a family’s
utility and/or gasoline bills will
decrease.

It is estimated that home
utility bills will fall an average
of $1,800 per year (if previous-
ly using all fossil fuel powered
equipment) when a home is
fully electrified. Electricity in-
centives encourage people to
replace worn-out gas-powered
appliances and vehicles. That’s
good news for everyone and
good news for the planet.

The PowerUp Expo and
Training offers something for
both business professional and
families.

On Friday, professional train-
ings will be offered for em-
ployers, employees, indepen-
dent contractors, and anyone
wanting to upgrade their skills
and understanding about what
it means to go ‘all-electric’.
With the investment of a small
amount of training, businesses
in southern New Mexico and
west Texas can create more
demand for their products and
increase their knowledge about
the all-electric economy.

A list of professional train-
ings, times, and training regis-
tration information is available
at the Las Cruces Convention

Center website under Events or
at meetinLasCruces.com. With
only a $20 registration fee you
can attend the trainings, receive
a box lunch, join the Expo &
Training Opening Ceremonies,
and connect with colleagues at
the Friday evening Reception.

The public is welcome to at-
tend the opening ceremonies
beginning at noon on Friday
and all day Saturday (9 a.m. to
5p.m.).

The entire event is free so
bring your family and browse
the latest electric appliances
and exhibits, tour an all-electric
trailer designed as a home, talk
to vendors about appliance pric-
ing and installation incentives,
enjoy tasty recipes cooked on
induction stovetops, meet and
mingle with leading national
electrification executives, get
your questions answered, speak
with neighbors who've already
transitioned to electricity, and
familiarize yourself with con-
struction companies building
all-electric homes in Las Cru-
ces. Throughout the event brief
talks and longer workshops
will be announced and offered
on topics including renter elec-
trification, gas cooking health
hazards, renewable energy, the
electric grid, community solar,
heat pumps, and many more
topics.

The event will be at the Las

Mountain.« iE E

#f Holiday Dinner atthe Lodge %

e .4'1"""“.‘“ 153
” “‘q*_-‘
Bear

= ‘I"1r|--.
m @l DLy

«» v Lodge p =R O -
Christmas Eve Christmas Day New Year’s Eve
$36 per person $80 per person $80 per person

¢ Visit our website for complete menu:
¢ www.bearmountainlodge.com

_

Extended breakfast
hours until 11am

Brunch Every
Sat. & Sun. 11am-2pm

Reservations must be made 24 hours in advance.

Dinner
5-7pm

CALL 575-538-2538

60 Bear Mountain Ranch Rd. e Silver City, NM

beyond peace of mind

."-\. \' \

Dr. Jesse Lewis
Ph.D., MD (Hon.), Clinical Psychology

DOCTOR OF PSYCHOLOGY ~ GOAL AND SOLUTION ORIENTED

- 52 year's experience
« Clinical Director of six mental health centers
- In Office or Telemedicine

706-738-7000

“Facilitator of live network TV call in shows”

f / y

Cruces Convention Center on
the corner of University Avenue
and Union Road. It is co-spon-
sored by the City of Las Cru-
ces, the Las Cruces Convention
and Visitors Center, El Paso
Electric, Metro Verde Builders,
Mitsubishi Electric, New Mex-
ico State University, Dofia Ana
Community College, Nusenda
Credit Union, and Trane. Build-
ers, bankers, appliance experts,
chefs, energy efficiency special-
ists, and homeowners will share
advice on financing, rebates,
home retrofits, and new all-elec-
tric builds.

The PowerUp Las Cruces
Expo and Training will show-
case the many ways electricity
can have a positive charge on
your life.

Meet the best appliances, talk
with energy saving retailers, re-
ceive estimates for converting
your living and working spaces
to energy-reducing equipment,
learn about green home loan
and mortgage programs, and
take home all the information
you need to take advantage of
discounts, rebates, and incen-
tives to go all-electric. Find out
about home energy audits to
eliminate home energy leaks.
Wander through a parking lot
of electric vehicles, e-bikes and
scooters to learn about the lat-
est chargers, batteries, rebates,
incentives, and savings.

The Las Cruces Natural Histo-
ry Museum will have children’s
activities to occupy the little
ones while you mingle among
the exhibitors.

There will be raffles for ap-
pliances, plenty of free infor-
mation, and volunteers on hand
to answer your questions. You
might even discover yourself
in the middle of a flash mob
dancing to the Electric Boogie.
A snack bar will be available to
purchase food and beverages.

The PowerUp Expo & Train-
ing is designed to generate ex-
citement and “buzz” about the
availability and affordability of
new electric technologies and
demonstrate how we can all
power our cars, heat and cool
our homes, cook our food, dry
our clothes, and heat our water,
all while saving money.

Mark your calendar for Jan.
20-21, 2023, and plan to bring
your entire family and friends.

Wendy
Hamalton,
Ed.D, NMSU
Emeritus
Professor can
be reached at
whamailto@
nmsu.edu. Hamailton’s science
background has led to her
interests i anthropogenic
Jactors causing global
warming. Having traveled
extensively she has seen
many examples of positive
community climate
stewardship.

ol
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QUILT TALES » MIA KALISL

Cryptography and Odasis

December Arts Council show focus on creative art quilts

t the beginning of this
month, the Dofia Ana
s Council is present-

ing quilts in two wildly different
themes, Cryptography, and Oa-
sis, created by art quilt group 4
Common Corners.

Four Common Corners is
composed of quilters who re-
side in the four states that meet
in the famous Four Corners lo-
cation, New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah and Colorado. The group
was organized a number of years
ago by Vicki Conley, who lives in
Ruidoso. Vicki is famous for her
art quilt depictions of national
parks. On a side note, the entire
national parks sequence will be
on exhibit at the upcoming Las
Colcheras Quilt Show in Las
Cruces in February.

Every three months, mem-
bers suggest themes with the
potential to explore the beauty
of the Southwest, its mountains,
deserts, cacti, hidden recesses;
and its walking, crawling inhab-
itants, in the unique tradition
of the art quilt. Two are chosen
for the next show and the art-
ists make their offerings that
are then available for people to
appreciate and fall in love with
at one of the many galleries, mu-
seums and public venues around
the country. The art quilts are as

L

LIVE MUSIC by Ma

hi Plata de WNMU,

diverse and interesting as the
towns and cities where the quil-
ters live and equally as diverse
as the Southwestern landscape.

Endemic to the Southwest are
its hopes and dreams. In Decem-
ber’s show, Cryptography, sug-
gested by Michelle Jackson, of
Sandia Park, fits that bill. A col-
lection of hidden ideas, “secret
writing,” brought to the fore by
artistic dreams, the collection in-
cludes titles such as “The World
for the ASCII, Yes,” and “Hidden
in Plain Sight.”

“Hidden in Plain Sight” by
Bev Haring of Longmont, Colo-
rado, was inspired by Canadian
philosopher Marshall McLuhan,
famous for his groundbreaking
work in media theory.

“Inspired by McLuhan’s quote
‘The Medium is the Message’
each of the six encoded messag-
es on this piece is that quote”
Bev said. “But in the end the
real message is about the play of
shape and color, no matter what
the words are.”

And McLuhan’s ideas on the
how tools evolved, beginning
with our hands and progressing
through the different creations
that emerge from their power
and skill are reflected both in

OASIS

4

continued on page 8

“Hidden in Plain Sight” by Bev Haring was inspired by Marshall McLuhan’s book “The Medium Is
the Message.” (Photo by Mia Kalish)

Squiare

New MexicoWonderland Celebration

Carols, Nutcracker performance & More

Warm Beverages & Sweet Treats
Children’s Crafting Activities

Ugly Sweater Contest

WNMU President Shepard reading
“Twas The Night Before Christmas”

Vote for your favorite WNMU Tree

WESTERN

NEW MEXICO UNIVERSITY

( P I." A

Mariachi Plata de WNMU performing live
with Ballet Folklorico Paso del Norte | $15

Cultural Affairs

wnmu.edu/culture
575-538-6469
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call...

575-538-0850

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS - FedEx - US Mail - Private Mailboxes
Re-Mailing - Fax - Copy - Notary

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri
Ph (575) 388-1967
Fax (575) 388-1623

Denise Dewald, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road
Silver City, NM 88061-7807

info@eaglemailservices.com

§25 and up

ALL PIECES FRAMED!

612.616.1843

stewartgrange@yahoo.com

Just a Little Off the Wall

Law Office of Gllllan Sherwood

211 N. Texas St.
Suite B
Silver City

575-313-3507
silvercgillianlaw.com

For local legal services involving matters of:
o Wills, Trusts & Probate
« Family/Adoption
« Property Issues

« Tort Claims
« Breach of Contract
» Workers’ Compensation

CECILIA “Ceci” McNICOLL

Hacienda Realty

1628 Silver Heights Blvd, Silver City, NM 88061
c: 575.574.8549; o: 575.388.1921
cecilia@movealready.com

r/ ‘

,*"1 A

o www.haciendarealtysc.com

Hacionda
'le_l ty

UN 12-4 575.388. 8989

OASIS
continued from page 7

this piece and in the two collections, where what
the 4 Common Corners artists imagine in their
minds and hearts takes form with hands, fabric,
thread, needles and machines.

The dramatic contrast of black and white with
a vibrant rainbow in “Imagine Color” portrays col-
or’s emergence from its modern representation in
bits and bytes in keeping with the cryptographic
theme of hidden messages but has a much deeper
meaning.

“I thought alot about how someone would/could
acquire an understanding of color if they could not
actually see it,” Diana Fox said of her piece. “What
would be the key that unlocks the mind’s eye to
the incredible world of color?”

The second theme, Oasis, is soothing. Vicki
Conley’s “Through the Garden Gate” speaks to
the fertility of those glorious spots in the desert
where life-giving water seeps — or sometimes even
gushes and flows. The lush background composed
by many small pieces of different hues of blue and
green harken to the warmth of the Arizona winter,

[ | */-ilTI
il
s

sim|

This combination black & white/ vibrant

color quilt by Diana Fox in the Cryptography
collection posits the question: “What if you can’t
see color? How do you imagine it?” (Photo by
Mia Kalish)

- ———
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“Through the Garden Gate” in the Oasis
collection by Vicki Conley reflects the tranquility
and fertile vistas of desert oases. (Photo by Mia
Kalish)

so different from the harshness of the Sierra Blan-
ca mountains.

This month, we are fortunate to have them here
in the Dona Ana Arts Council Gallery, 250 West
Amador, Suite B.

The show opens on Friday, Dec. 2, from 5 to 8
p.m., hosted by quilt artists Vicki Conley of Rui-
doso and Nicole Dunn of Albuquerque, formerly
of Los Alamos. This will be followed by a second
reception on Saturday, Dec. 10, hosted by Lynn
Welsch of Mimbres.

Mia Kalish lives in tiny San
Miguel, NM. She began sewing
couture clothing at 16, got away
from 1t as life took over, and
then became fascinated with
quilting about 5 years ago.
Follow her on Instagram @Joe’sRoomEQuiilts.

;
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Contact your local
Medicare hroker!
«Medicare Supplements

Medicare Advantage
«Medicare Part D

ARIEL FRAGOSO
ariel@distinguishedchoice.com

.{}’r,.,.r 11~
o

- Fireplaces

- Secluded Balconies |

» Porches

« Telephone & Wifi

« Satellite TV

« Barbecue Grill

» Meeting Room with
Lodge w/ Kitchen

» Cabins w/ Kitchens available

= Gift Shop - Pet Friendly

» Venue for Events

Creck

Motcl & Cabms

Fabulous getaway nestled in
the tall pines of Pinos Altos

Make reservations
& view availability online
BearCreekCabins.com

1.888.388.4515 ¢ 575.388.4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com
Just 7 miles north of Silver City on Hwy 15
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SILVER CITY

e Stewart Grange has creat-
ed Krazy Katz in time for the
holidays. What started with a
neghbor’s one-eyed cat expand-
ed to a collection of reasonably
priced fanciful Katz. Just a Lit-
tle off the Wall Gallery, 4215
Pearce Road in Silver City is
now home to all the Katz. Call
for appointments. Info: 612-616-
2843.

¢ From 5 to 7 p.m., Friday Dec.
2, Silver City’s Aldea Gallery,
217 N. Bullard St. Downtown has
a holiday opening event featur-
ing a great selection of new fine
art and folk art. New from fab-
ric artist Donna Flenniken is a
series of Low Rider quilted tap-
estries. Multimedia artist Brent
Flenniken’s newest work in-
cludes a collection of dragonfly
paintings along with new prints
of colorful Silver City street
scenes and historic sites, includ-
ing St. Vincent de Paul Church,
the Buckhorn Saloon & Opera
House, the Buffalo Bar, Parade
on Bullard Street and El Sol
Theatre downtown. Other work
in the gallery’s holiday show

TN

a)Sp...” A”OE STUDIO*GALLERY, SILVER CITY

ARTSEXPOSURE EL VA K. O5TERREICH

Art Scene

Upcoming area art happenings

includes sculptures by James
Stuart Kane; folk art by Nan
Chalat-Noaker; prints by M.
Fred Barraza; pottery by Kate
Brown and ceramics by Susan
Porter; paintings by Cynthia
Carlson, Paula Manning-Lew-
is, and Susan Porter; heirloom
quilts and hand-painted furni-
ture by Donna Flenniken, and
jewelry by four local artisans. In
addition, for a limited time, Al-
dea is showing a private collec-
tion of Native American jewelry
by Navajo, Hopi, Santa Domin-
go, Zuni, Lakota Sioux and Co-
chiti silversmiths and jewelers.
From 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3
a special trunk show is featured
offering more of the private col-
lection of Native American art
and jewelry from Africa.

e For a dual art opening of
recent work at a)Sp...”A”©OE
Studio ¢ Art ¢ Gallery, 5-8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 10, Kelly Hart
and Linda Joanou are featured
artists. Hart provides a unique
interpretation of early human
artistic expression with symbols
of life rendered in the form of
panels of inlayed wood, or mar-

Krazy Katz by Stewart Grange can be found at Just a Little Off
the Wall Gallery in Silver City. (Courtesy photos)

quetry. Joanou creates sculpture
variations of recycled rubber
bicycle tubes, yarn and -cast
bronze. The dual exhibits are up
through January. The gallery is
open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday-Sun-
day and is at 110 W. 7th Street,
Silver City. Info: 575-5638-3333.

e The Grant County Art
Guild, now over 50 years old, is
a non-profit organization whose
mission is to increase art aware-
ness in the community. On dis-
play at the gallery will be the art
of over 35 local artists working
in a wide range of mediums. The
GCAG Gallery is located at 316 N
Bullard in Silver City, in the his-
toric Hester House (Look for the
big purple building). Hours are
10 a.m.-5 p.m. every day. Info:
gcag.org.

e Light Art Space Fine Art
Gallery features “Navigating
the Internal,” photograph-
ic imagery by Karen Hymer
which explores themes of isola-
tion, loneliness and body image.
As a single woman over 60 with
an imperfect body, Hymer makes
self-images to navigate her inter-
nal thoughts and feelings. Silk
hangings and gilded prints will
also be on display. “One-of-
One,” hand-made photographs
and objects d’art by Carmen
Ruiz includes her photographs
and 3-D photographic objects
during the month of December
in the Flash Gallery of Light Art
Space. Ruiz art includes unique,
one-of-a-kind, hand-printed pho-
tographs of the world around her
rendered in varied techniques.
Gallery hours are 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday, 11 a.m.-2
p.m. Sunday and by appoint-
ment. Info: 520-240-7075.

DEMING

® December is the time for the
annual Holiday Gift Boutique
at the Deming Art Center Gallery
hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday and 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday, (closed Christmas
Day). The boutique runs from
Dec. 2-30, and there will be a
time to meet the artists from 1-3

p-m. on Sunday, Dec. 4. The Art
Center is located at 100 S. Gold
St., Deming. Info: 575-546-3663
and at www.demingarts.org.

ALAMOGORDO/
TULAROSA

e Jennipher Cunningham,
from Colorado and, more re-
cently, Santa Fe, is the featured
artist from through Christmas
at the Dancing Dog Gallery in
Tularosa. Affordable art for the
adventurous art lover can be
found Tuesday-Saturday at the
Dancing Dog Gallery, 313 Grana-
do Street in the Arts District.
Hours are 11 am.-4 p.m. or by
appointment. Info: 575-585-2228
or sunny@dancingdog.art.

¢ Otero Arts Inc. and Cloud-
croft Art Society (CAS) have
partnered for an exhibition of
a group of CAS artisans and
fine artists for a Holiday Gift
Show. The exhibition will be-
gins with an opening reception
from 5-7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2 at
the Artspace, 1118 Indiana Ave.,
Alamogordo. Lyn Canham,
pastelist; Lynda Brugman and
Chip Greenberg, photogra-
phers; and Winston MclInnis,
scratchboard nature artist are
among those who will be show-
ing their work. John Tieman
creates wooden hangings appro-
priate for the holidays. Nancy
Apprill, Ella Olson, and Janet
Amtmann will have paintings in
oil, acrylic, watercolor and pas-
tel. Several artists have art cards
and matted artwork for sale.
Info: 575-434-2238.

CLOUDCROFT

e The Cloudcroft Art Gal-
lery has many works of art and
juried crafts ranging from paint-
ings in all media, fine art photog-
raphy, framed and matted prints,
cards, pottery, fine jewelry, bas-
kets, glass, fiber art, gourds,
carved wood, and intarsia. All
of the art on display and for sale
is by local artists. The gallery is
located at the east end of Bur-
ro Street where it intersects
with Swallow Place in the old

Bapwls Ty WK

TOMBAUGH GALLERY, LAS CRUCES

Red Brick School House that
also houses the Nivison Library.
The gallery is open Saturdays 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. from June through
December. Info: ccartsociety@
gmail.com.

LAS CRUCES

e Doiia Ana Arts Council
features the work of 13 quilters
in December. The exhibit is
comprised of two separate col-
lections of art quilts: “Thorns
and Spikes,” and “The Wis-
dom of Trees.” The 13 artists of
“4 Common Corners” are Vicki
Conley, Shannon Conley, Mi-
chelle Jackson, Bev Haring,
Lynn Rogers, Lynn Welsch,
Betty Hahn, Sandra Hoef-
ner, Debra Goley, Diana Fox,
Anne Moats, Nicole Dunn and
Frances Murphy. Continuing
to exhibit in the Staszewski
Gallery in December is Laura
Goldstein’s custom, one-of-a-
kind jewelry. Both exhibits are
at the Dona Ana Arts Council
gallery located at 250 W. Amador
Ave., Suite B, Dec. 2 - 29, 9 am.-
5p.m. Monday through Friday in
addition to the First Friday re-
ception 5-8 p.m. Dec. 2 and the
Second Saturday reception at
noon-5 p.m. Dec. 10. The gallery
will be closed Dec. 23, 26, and
30. Info: www.daarts.org or 575-
523-6403.

e Agave Artists Gallery is
holding a holiday party Dec. 10
featuring markdowns and per-
centage off pricing on artwork
from 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Open from
11 am. to 5 p.m., Friday to Sun-
day, the gallery is at 2250 Calle
De San Albino, Mesilla. Info: hai-
kulife3@gmail.com.

e The Tombaugh Gallery
features seven New Mexico
artists, each using their own
unique style to create one-of-a-
kind pieces for December. Car-
ol Blaschka creates handmade
greeting cards, many special for
the holiday season. Cindy Dex-
ter’s primary medium is fused

ART SCENE

continued on page 10
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continued from page 33

glass, both functional pieces
for your dining room table and
art pieces to hang in your win-
dow or place in your garden.
Jeannie Hunter is a textile
artist and will feature a variety
of fabric ornaments. Mary Kay
Shannon designs wind chimes
often from vintage bottles, chol-
la, beads and found objects.
Steph Ross creates whimsical
characters from gourds and clay
that are sure to bring smiles.
Sylvia Hendrickson, a long
time artist, styles maidens and
masks from gourds using jewel-
ry and found objects, feathers,
carving, woodburning, painting
and so much more. Teri Mc-
Catherin incorporates many
southwest designs into her
gourd ornaments and paintings
on slate. The gallery generally
asks that you pick up purchases
at the end of the show. But for
this show patrons are invited
to purchase pieces to share or
gift during the holiday season.
The exhibit begins on Dec. 4
and ends Jan. 8, 2023. The art-
ists have a reception at 11 a.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 11, to give brief
presentations about their work
and to answer questions. Vis-

it the Tombaugh Gallery at the
Unitarian Universalist Church,
2000 S. Solano Drive. Las Cru-
ces. The gallery is open 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday and 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday.
Info: jelicht@gmail.com.

e The Mesilla Valley Fine
Arts Gallery, 2470-A Calle de
Guadalupe, across from the
historic Fountain Theatre, fea-
tures two local artists for the
month of December: Mark
Morden and Bobbie Widner.
Morden is a retired architect
from the Pacific Northwest who
paints still lifes and portraits.
In addition to pastel painting,
Mr. Morden also draws char-
coal pencil portraits and figure
studies. Widner is a native New
Mexican whos paintings most
often reflect the southwest and
its people. First American
Bank in Mesilla, is well rep-
resented by gallery members
who rotate the galleries artists’
work monthly. Gallery hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Info:
575-522-2933, www.mesillaval-
leyfinearts.com.

¢ In a first for the New Mex-
ico State University Art
Museum, the exhibition titled
“Contemporary Ex-Votos:
Devotion Beyond Medium”
pairs 19th and 20th century reta-

blos from the NMSU Permanent
Art Collection with new works
by contemporary Latinx artists.
UAM is located inside NMSU’s
Devasthali Hall at 1308 E. Uni-
versity Avenue. The exhibition
runs through Dec 22 and is free
and open to the public. The ex-
hibition presents 15 artists in-
cluding Guadalupe Maravilla,
Yvette Mayorga and Francis-
co Guevara. Art museum hours
are 10 am. to 4 p.m. Tuesday

through Saturday.

e The Branigan Cultural
Center features exhibition,
“Desierto. Arte. Archivo.”

This exhibit displays a compila-
tion of art from 16 artists who
have interacted with the Chihua-
huan Desert and created a series
of individual and collective arts-
based inquiries based on their
experiences. The participating
artists interpreted the desert as a
holistic lifeway where all desert
dwellers — human, animal, and
plant comingle and inform each
—other. “Desierto. Arte. Archivo”
is on view through Dec. 31. The
Branigan Cultural Center, 501 N.
Main St., is open from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Fri-
day, and from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday. There is no admission
fee. Info: www.las-cruces.org/
Museums or 575-541-2154.
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Holiday Bike
Specials!

10% Off

Bikes - Thru Dec.

——

E-Bike Special $

New Bikes
For adults and kids
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starting at Bring in your favorite
9 9 9 bike ~ We’ll bring it
back to life!

starting at PERFORMED BY AN EXPERT MECHANIC
19 | $405%45% $707%

N
BIKE sewysp me

oO Newr Bikes, Parts & Accessories O

SERVICE SPEC!ALS

SILVER
crry
|

A

~ AFull Service Bike Shop

GET YOUR HOME READY FOR THE
HOLIDAYS WITH NEW FLOORING

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

575-523-0633
765 N. VALLEY DR.
MALOOLYS.COM

.

Art exhibit honors 100th
anniversary of T.S. Eliot poem

In honor of the 100th cnniversary of the publica-
tion of T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land,” Las Cruces art-
ist Michael Poncé has created a series of paintings
inspired by Eliot’s 1922 poem.

The project is the result of a collaboration with
New Mexico State University professor and Philos-
ophy Department Head Timothy Cleveland, who
called "The Waste Land” "one of the masterpieces
of modernist literature.”

Cleveland had asked Poncé to create cover art
for Cleveland’s latest book, "Beyond Words: Phi-
losophy, Fiction, and the Unsayable,” “a crucial
section of which is devoted to 'The Waste Land,”
Cleveland said.

In the process, Poncé crecated "The Waste Land”
series of paintings “that are not only abstract rep-
resentations and impressions of 'The Waste Land’
but also Poncé’s own distinctive and original
reflections on the legacy of modernism 100 yecars
later,” Cleveland said.

"The Waste Land” exhibit will open with a recep-
tion, 5-8 p.m. Saturday Dec. 3, at Poncé Man-
drake Fine Art & Botanica studio, 501 E. Hadley
Ave,

"The Waste Land,” which is 434 lines long, first
appeared in the United Kingdom in the October
1922 issue of "The Criterion,” and in the United
States in the November issue of "The Dial.” It was
published in book form that December.

Eliot was born Sept. 26, 1888 in St. Louis, Missouri.
He became a British citizen in 1927 and died in
London Jan. 4, 1965 at the age of 76.

Read the poem at https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/
The_Waste_Land.

Contact Cleveland at 575-646-4444. Contact Pon-
cé at michaelponce@hotmail.com.

“The Waste Land” exhibit, featuring the art of
Michael Poncé, opens at the Mandrake Fine Art &
Botanica Studio Dec. 3. (Courtesy photo)

New mobile-iriendly
website with all
Silver City MLS listings!

I
SMmI SmitthealEstatefcom

REAL ESTATE 505 W, College Avenue

© PO Box 1290
/ Silver City NM 88062
(575) 538-5373
or 1-800-234-0307

Property Management

2340 US Hwy’%‘
Silver City N

(575)534-8487

SHIPPING « PACKING
- éﬁf PLIES - PRINTING
i
AILBOXES « RETURNS
Mon-Fri8:30am - 6pm

Sat'10am - 4pm
Sun Closed

r";| THE UPS STORE

be unstoppable
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FOUR SHILLINGS SHORT, DEC. 1 AND DEC. 3

NUTCRACKER BALLET, MULTIPLE

SR e e S _
FIRST ARMORED DIVISION BAND, DEC. 15

40 DAY S AND 40 NGUTS « ELVA K. 05TERREICH

What's going on in DECEMBER?

Desert Exposure would like to in-
clude your special events, from any
southern New Mexico community.
Please submit your event title, time,
location and contact information

to editor@desertexposure.com;
Desert Exposure, 1740-A Calle de
Mercado, Las Cruces, NM 88005;
or call Elva at 575-443-4408.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1

Alamogordo/Otero County
Winter Wonderland 2022 — 4
p.m. at First American Bank, 1300
N. White Sands Blvd., in Alamogor-
do. Fundraiser for Boys & Girls
Clubs of Otero County. Info: 575-
439-9800.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County
Square Dancing — 1-3:30 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T or C.
Square dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-997.

Ruidoso/Lincoln County
Christmas in the Park — 5:30-
8:30 p.m., Wingfield Park, 300
Center Street, Ruidoso. Tree light-
ing, pictures with Santa, cookies,
Christmas carols and more. Info:
575-257-5030.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Celtic, Folk & World music with
Four Shillings Short — 7-9 p.m.
at the Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N.
Main St. in Las Cruces. Benefit
concert for St. Andrews Hospitality
House. Cost: $20 adults and $15
for children. Info: 575-541-2290 or
www.riograndetheatre.org.

Socorro/Socorro County
Festival of the Cranes — 7 a.m.
Bosque Del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge 1001 NM 1, San
Antonio. Info: 575-835-1828.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2

Silver City/Grant County
Jingle and Mingle: New Mex-
ico Wonderland — 5-8 p.m. at
Western New Mexico University
Regents Square, 1000 W. College
Ave. Silver City. Live music with
Mariachi Plata and Christmas
carols, a performance of Christmas
Carol, children’s activities, Santa
and elves. Info: wnmu.edu/culture.
Live music: The Rudy Boy Exper-
iment — 8-11 p.m. at Little Toad
Creek Brewery and Distillery, 200
N. Bullard St. Silver City. Swinging
dirty blues with that true rock’n’roll
feel. Info: 575-956-6144.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Live Music: Sage Gentlewing
— 6-8 p.m. at the Roadrunner
Emporium, 928 New York Ave.
Alamogordo. Info: 707-880-6238.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
La Casa, Inc. Annual Holiday
Bazaar — 4:30-7:30 p.m. at the

WORDS MATTER

Hord FIESTA

SWWEF congratulates the Silver City Daily Press on its

recent acquisition of the Deming Headlight and the continu-
ation of the Headlight’s history of fine and timely journalism
for the Deming community and beyond.

Our mission is to celebrate the written and spoken word by
bringing together those who ereate with those who appreci-
ate = with special emphasis on fostering community involve-
ment. We support locally owned independent media!

Located in Silver City, we are marking our 10th anniversary
in October 2023 with a week-long celebration entitled “We
Are All Connected.”

Check out our redesigned website

www.swwordfiesta.org

2023 Southwest Word Fiesta
Oct. 27, 28, 29

Las Cruces Convention Center, 680
E. University Ave. Las Cruces. Ven-
dors from all over the southwest,
Santa Claus, cookie cupboard and
a gift-wrapping station. Info: 575-
526-2819.

“EIf the Musical” — 7:30 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313

N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.

“A Christmas Carol” — 7:30 p.m.,
ASNMSU Center for the Arts, 1000
E. University Ave. Classic Dick-
ens tale performed by the NMSU
Theatre Department students and
community members. Info: theatre.
nmsu.edu.

Socorro/Socorro County
Festival of the Cranes — 7 a.m.
Bosque Del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge 1001 NM 1, San
Antonio. Info: 575-835-1828.

“A Christmas Carol” — 7:30 p.m.,
New Mexico Tech Macey Center.
Classic holiday tale. Cost $15, free
for students. Info: 575-835-5688.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
Silver City/Grant County

Silver City Farmers Market — 9
a.m.-12 p.m. 901 N. Pope St. in
Silver City. Info: www.silvercityfar-
mersmarket.

Holiday Artisan Market — 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Grant County
Veterans Memorial & Conference
Center, 3031 U.S. Hiway 180 E in
silver City. Info: facebook/silvercity-
holidaymarket.
Celtic, Folk & World music with
Four Shillings Short — 7-9 p.m. at
the Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship of Silver City, 3845 N. Swan
St. Silver City Info: 575-574-2170.
Live music: Lottie & the Ohm
Wreckers — 8-11 p.m. at Little
Toad Creek Brewery and Distillery,
200 N. Bullard St. Silver City. Kas
Nelson, Michele Parlee and Billy
Jack Dominguez team up with
Nashville fiddle player Jesse Stock-
man. Info: 575-956-6144.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County Farm-
ers Market — 9:30 a.m., Tractor
Supply parking lot, 2920 N. White
Sands Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info:
farmersmarketsnm.org.

Christmas on MainStreet — 4-9
p.m. 800-1100 blocks of New York
Avenue. Info: cloya@alamogordo-
mainstreet.org.

Socorro/Magdalena
Walter Salas-Humara House
Concert and exhibition opening
— 7-10 p.m. at Kind of a Small
Array gallery, 106 N. Main St. in
Magdalena. Info: 210-473-9062.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Holiday Chile Cook Off— 9 a.m.-4
p.m. at Caballo Lake State Park,
Highway 187, Caballo. Info: 575-
740-2907.
Christmas in the Foothills —
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Hillsboro
Community Center, 316 Elenore,
Hillsboro. Info: rioabajorio.nm@
gmail.com.
Yuletide in Chloride — 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Wall Street in Chloride.
Holiday charm in a ghost town and
great deals from more than 30 local
artisans at the Monte Cristo Gift
shop and Gallery. Info: 575-743-
0493.
Monticello Holiday Store — 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Monticello Plaza in
Monticello. Info: south4059@wind-
stream.net.

Ruidoso/Lincoln County
County Christmas Bazaar — 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Lincoln County
Fairgrounds, 101, Fifth St., Capitan.
Ruidoso Festival of Lights
Parade — 5:30-8 p.m., Sudderth
Drive, Ruidoso. The theme this
year is “Christmas in the Stars.”
Info: 575-257-7395.

Festival of Lights After Party —
7-10 p.m., Wingfield Park, Ruidoso.
Food, drinks, winter activities for
the kid, fire pits for roasting marsh-
mallows, an outdoor movie and
Santa. Info: 575-257-7395.

Socorro/Socorro County
Festival of the Cranes — 7 a.m.
Bosque Del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge 1001 NM 1, San
Antonio. Info: 575-835-1828.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
La Casa, Inc. Annual Holiday
Bazaar — 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Las
Cruces Convention Center, 680 E.
University Ave. Las Cruces. Ven-
dors from all over the southwest,
Santa Claus, cookie cupboard and
a gift-wrapping station. Info: 575-
526-2819.
Kids Can: International Youth
Market — 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza
de Las Cruces, 100 N. Main St.,
Las Cruces. Local yo9uth aged
6-17 are invited to create a busi-
ness plan, develop a product or
service and open their business at
the youth market. Info: 575-527-
8799, Ext. 117.
Friends of the Branigan Library
Book Sale — 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in the
Roadrunner Room of the Branigan
Library, 200 W. Picacho Ave. Info:
575-528-4000.
Elves’ Workshop at the Depot
— 11 a.m.-noon at the Las Cruces
Railroad Museum Depot, 351 N.

40 DAYS

continued on page 12
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Mesilla Ave. Creating winter crafts.
Info: 575-528-3426.

Trombone Christmas Concert

— 2 p.m. at New Mexico State Uni-
versity’s Atkinson Recital Hall, 1075
N. Horseshoe Street, Las Cruces.
Info: 575-646-2421.

Letters to Santa at the Depot —
2 p.m.-3 p.m. at the Las Cruces
Railroad Museum Depot, 351 N.
Mesilla Ave. The elves will help
write letters and deliver your letters.
You can pick up responses 3 days
later. Info: 575-528-3426.

“EIf the Musical” — 7:30 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313

N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.

“A Christmas Carol” — 7:30 p.m.,
ASNMSU Center for the Arts, 1000
E. University Ave. Classic Dick-
ens tale performed by the NMSU
Theatre Department students and
community members. Info: theatre.
nmsu.edu.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
Silver City/Grant County

Holiday Artisan Market — 11
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Grant County
Veterans Memorial & Conference
Center, 3031 U.S. Highway 180 E in
silver City. Info: facebook/silvercity-
holidaymarket.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Yuletide in Chloride — 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Wall Street in Chloride.
Holiday charm in a ghost town and
great deals from more than 30 local
artisans at the Monte Cristo Gift
shop and Gallery. Info: 575-743-
0493.
Monticello Holiday Store — 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Monticello Plaza in
Monticello. Info: south4059@wind-

www.ma d 2INsiv

stream.net.

Silent Blender — 10 a.m.-noon,
Studio de la Luz, 308 S. Pershing,
T or C. Come as you are and leave
your inhibitions and words at the
door for an all-instrumental mood-
and-genre-jumping dance party.
Info: blendersilent@gmail.com.

Ruidoso/Lincoln County
Holiday Art and Music Gala —
1-4 p.m. at Hurd la Rinconada
Gallery in San Patricio, on U.S.
Highway 70 between mile markers
281 and 282. World Class Jazz
and Wine Tasting Southwest Art
Alliance Inc. presents “Art in the
Neighborhood.” Info: 800-658-
6912.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
La Casa, Inc. Annual Holiday
Bazaar — 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the
Las Cruces Convention Center, 680
E. University Ave. Las Cruces. Ven-
dors from all over the southwest,
Santa Claus, cookie cupboard and
a gift-wrapping station. Info: 575-
526-2819.
“EIf the Musical” — 2 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313
N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.
“A Christmas Carol” — 2 p.m.,
ASNMSU Center for the Arts, 1000
E. University Ave. Classic Dick-
ens tale performed by the NMSU
Theatre Department students and
community members. Info: theatre.
nmsu.edu.
Recital by Italian flute virtuoso
Mario Carbotta — 3 p.m. at the
Dofia Ana Arts Council, 250 W.
Amador Ave. Las Cruces. Cost:
$30. Info: 575-523-6403.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5
Las Cruces/Mesilla
Musical Musings of Christmas-
time with George Jarden — 2

p.m. at George’s Living Room
Stage, 3100 Karen Drive, Las Cru-
ces. Sing-along, history and stories
with George Jarden. Call or text for
reservations. Info: 575-652-7301.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6
Silver City/Grant County

Movie: “Ralph Breaks the Inter-
net” — 3:30-5:30 p.m. at the Silver
City Public Library, 515 W. College
Ave. in Silver City. Info: silvercity-
publiclibrary.org.
Live music: Brea Burns — 8-10
p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brewery
and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St.
Silver City. Classic Honky Tonk.
Info: 575-956-6144.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7
Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market —
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of Las
Cruces and along Main Street. Info:
575-805-6055.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Middle Eastern Dance Class —
5:15-6:30 p.m. at Otero Artspace,
1118 Indiana Ave, Alamogordo.
Longtime dance teacher Claudia
Powell offers this class. Cost: $5
over 65 and $8 under 65 donation
to Otero Arts. Info: 575-442-3029
or claudia@tularosa.net.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Sierra Twirlers — 1-3 p.m. at the
New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 EIm St.in T or C.
Square dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
Silver City/Grant County
Adult Children of Alcoholic and
Dysfunctional Families meeting
— 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Episcopal

FIRST FRIDAY
GALLERY WALK
December 2nd
5p.m.-7.p.m.

*uav ERKCITYVART.COM

GALLERY

wildwestweaving.com

(575) 313-1032
211-D N. Texas St.
Siver (ity, NM

Blue Dome Gallery

Contemporary Fine Craft and Art

Church of the Good Shepherd, 615
N. Texas St. Info: 575-567-9410.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Yuletide in Chloride — 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Wall Street in Chloride.
Holiday charm in a ghost town and
great deals from more than 30 local
artisans at the Monte Cristo Gift
shop and Gallery. Info: 575-743-
0493.
Square Dancing — 1-3:30 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 EIm St.in T or C.
Square dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
Silver City/Grant County

Hi Lo Silvers Christmas Con-
cert — 7 p.m. at First Presbyterian
Church, 1915 N. Swan St. in Silver
City. Info: 575-388-8771.
Return of the Mischief with DJ
Mischievous — 9 p.m. - midnight
at Little Toad Creek Brewery and
Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St. Silver
City. Info: 575-956-6144.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Christmas Tree Lighting — 6-9
p.m. at Washington Park Stage,
100 N. Washington Ave. Alamogor-
do. Info: 575-439-4279.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Yuletide in Chloride — 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Wall Street in Chloride.
Holiday charm in a ghost town and
great deals from more than 30 local
artisans at the Monte Cristo Gift
shop and Gallery. Info: 575-743-
0493.
Old-Fashioned Christmas — 6-9
p.m. downtown T or C. Info: direc-
tor@tocmainstreet.org.
“A Twisted Christmas Carol” — 7

p.m. at the T or C Civic Center, 400
W. Fourth St. Presented by T or C
Community Theatre. It’s Christmas
Eve in a small west Texas town.
Info: 575-740-2174.

Las Cruces/Dona Ana County
“EIf the Musical” — 7:30 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313
N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Farmer’s Market — 9
a.m.-noon at Pope Street and
College Avenue in Silver City. Info:
silvercityfarmersmarket.info.
Artisans Market — 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
at 106 E. Market Street, Downtown
Silver City behind the Grant County
Art Guild Gallery. Info: annex@
gcag.org.
Victorian Christmas 2022 — 11
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Silver City Mu-
seum courtyard, 312 W. Broadway,
Silver City. Info: 575-538-5921.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Christmas Parade of Lights
— 5:30 p.m. along 10th Street
from Oregon Avenue to New York
Avenue. Info: shayella.yarbrough@
alamogordo.com.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Yuletide in Chloride — 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Wall Street in Chloride.
Holiday charm in a ghost town and
great deals from more than 30 local
artisans at the Monte Cristo Gift
shop and Gallery. Info: 575-743-
0493.
Monticello Holiday Store — 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Monticello Plaza in
Monticello. Info: south4059@wind-
stream.net.
Luminaria Beachwalk and Float-
ing Lights Parade — 5-8 p.m. at

c%'
312 West Broadway

Www.silvercitymuseum.org

WER DY

MUSEUM

(575) 538-5921

307 N. Texas St.

Open: Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday 10-5

bluedomegallery@gmail.com

Studio and Gallery

Custom Juniper and Cholla

Art & Furniture
707 N. Bullard St.
Fri.-Sat. 10-4 & Appt.

17 N. Bullard, Silver City » 575-854-0972
facebook:@aldeagallery-silvercitynm

602-515-7810
desertrockcreations.com

Open: Wed.-Sat. 10-5

GRANT COUNTY

ARTguild SELIGH |
AN
*316 E Bullard, Silver City

10am-5pm EVERY DAY

' Exhibitions -
Workshops, Events Lois Du
575-388-1008
gcag.org

Diana Ingalls Leyba

Studio & Gallery

Studio
211-CN. Texas St.,
Silver City
loisduffy.com 575-313-9631
OPEN SATURDAYS DR BY APPOINTMENT

Open: Wed, Thurs, and Sat
11-3

315 N Bullard St
575-388-5725

Thursday - Saturday 11-5

lightartspace.com
209 W. Broadway
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Elephant Butte Lake State Park,
enter through the main gate, Ele-
phant Butte. Info: 575-744-5567.
Second Saturday Art Hop — 6-9
p.m. Downtown Truth or Conse-
quences. Info: 575-894-6673.

Old Time Fiddlers Dance — 7-9
p.m. at the New Mexico Old Time
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in
T or C. Live music, toe-tapping and
refreshments. Info: 575-744-9137.
“A Twisted Christmas Carol” — 7
p.m. at the T or C Civic Center, 400
W. Fourth St. Presented by T or C
Community Theatre. It’s Christmas
Eve in a small west Texas town.
Info: 575-740-2174.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County
Farmers Market — 8-10 a.m. in
Alameda Park, 1987 White Sands
Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info: farmers-
marketsnm.org.

Las Cruces/Dona Ana County
Farmers Arts and Crafts Market
— 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza of
Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Info: 575-805-6055.

“EIf the Musical” — 7:30 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313

N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Silver City/Grant County
Hi Lo Silvers Christmas Con-
cert — 3 p.m. at First Presbyterian
Church, 1915 N. Swan St. in Silver
City. Info: 575-388-8771.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Yuletide in Chloride — 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Wall Street in Chloride.
Holiday charm in a ghost town and
great deals from more than 30 local
artisans at the Monte Cristo Gift
shop and Gallery. Info: 575-743-
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0493.

Monticello Holiday Store — 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Monticello Plaza in
Monticello. Info: south4059@wind-
stream.net.

“A Twisted Christmas Carol” — 1
p.m. at the T or C Civic Center, 400
W. Fourth St. Presented by T or C
Community Theatre. It’s Christmas
Eve in a small west Texas town.
Info: 575-740-2174.

Live Music: Jo Baker — 4-7p.m.
at the Truth or Consequences
Brewing Company, 410 N. Broad-
way St., T or C. Info: 575-297-
0289.

Las Cruces/Dofia Ana County
“EIf the Musical” — 2 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313
N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12
Silver City/Grant County

Widows and Single Persons of
Grant County — 10:30 a.m. sign
in at Cross Point Church, 11600
U.S. Highway 180 E. Entertainment
with Randy Salars Music Program.
Cost: Lunch is $14. All singles are
welcome. Info: jimccord@yahoo.
com.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

“Truth or Consequences” docu-
mentary fill screening — 6 p.m. at
El Cortez Theater, 415 Main St. T
or C. The creators of the film will be
on hand for an evening of reflection
and conversation with the filmmak-
ers and some community members
featured in the film. Info: bethany@
humanities.org.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Public Library pro-

gram: Robot building — 4-6 p.m.

at the Silver City Public Library, 515
W. College Ave. in Silver City. Info:
silvercitypubliclibrary.org.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Mariachi Christmas — 7 p.m. at
the Flickinger Center for Perform-
ing Arts, 1110 N. New York Ave,
Alamogordo. A bit of fun music
with the well-known group. Info:
575-437-2202.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 14
Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market — 3-6
p.m. 3025 U.S.-180 in Silver City.
Info: www.silvercityfarmersmarket.

info.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market —
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza de
Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Info: 575-805-6055.

Musical Musings of Christmas-
time with George Jarden — 6
p.m. at George’s Living Room
Stage, 3100 Karen Drive, Las Cru-
ces. Sing-along, history and stories
with George Jarden. Call or text for
reservations. Info: 575-652-7301.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15

Silver City/Grant County
Adult Children of Alcoholic and
Dysfunctional Families meeting
— 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd, 615
N. Texas St. Info: 575-567-9410.
Holiday Concert with the First
Armored Division Band — 7 p.m.
at the Western New Mexico Uni-
versity Fine Arts Theater. The band
is from Ft. Bliss in El Paso, hosted
by the Grant County Community
Concert Association. Cost: Free.
Info: 575-538-5862.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County
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Square Dancing — 1-3:30 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T or C.
Square dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
Silver City/Grant County

Create a December Craft — 3:30-
4:30 p.m. at the Silver City Public
Library, 515 W. College Ave. in
Silver City. Info: silvercitypublicli-
brary.org.
SCCT Winter Gala — 5-7:30 p.m.
at the Murray Hotel Ballroom, 200
W. Broadway St. in Silver City.
Dinner, beer and wine, live auction,
youth performances and music by
the Brandon Perrault Trio. A Solver
City Community Theatre event in
support of Silver City Youth The-
atre. Cost: $20 in advance. Info:
www.silvercitycommunitytheater.
com.
Mariachi Christmas Spectacular
— 7-9 p.m. at the WNMU Fine Arts
Center Theatre. Mariachi Plata de
WNMU will perform live with Ballet
Folklorico Paso Del Norte. Info:
wnmu.edu/culture.
Live music: Famous Raymos
— 8-11 p.m. at Little Toad Creek
Brewery and Distillery, 200 N.
Bullard St. Silver City. Covers from
the 70s, 80s and 90s as well as
addictive dance groove originals.
Info: 575-956-6144.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

“A Twisted Christmas Carol” — 7
p.m. at the T or C Civic Center, 400
W. Fourth St. Presented by T or C
Community Theatre. It’s Christmas
Eve in a small west Texas town.
Info: 575-740-2174.

Deming/Luna County
State Park Astronomy Program

arn 2X Lo Yy

— 5:10 p.m. at Rockhound State
Park. Info: 575-536-2800.

Las Cruces/Dona Ana County
“Nutcracker” ballet — 7 p.m.,
ASNMSU Center for the Arts, Las
Cruces. Joint production with Bor-
derlands Ballet Company, the las
Cruces School of Dance & Music
and Dark Circles Contemporary
Dance. Info: 575-525-5670.

“EIf the Musical” — 7:30 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313

N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Farmer’s Market — 9
a.m.-noon at Pope Street and
College Avenue in Silver City. Info:
silvercityfarmersmarket.info.
State Park Astronomy Program
— 5:10 p.m. at City of Rocks State
Park. Info: 575-536-2800.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County Farm-
ers Market — 9:30 a.m., Tractor
Supply parking lot, 2920 N. White
Sands Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info:
farmersmarketsnm.org.

Christmas Zoobilee — 6-9 p.m.

at the Alameda Park Zoo, 1021 N.
White Sands Blvd. Info: 575-439-
4279.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Farmers Market — 8:30-11 a.m.
at Ralph Edwards Park, Riverside
at Cedarin T or C. Fresh seasonal
produce, baked goods, prepared
foods and handmade items. Info:
575-894-9375.
“A Twisted Christmas Carol” — 7
p.m. at the T or C Civic Center, 400
W. Fourth St. Presented by T or C

40 DAYS 40 NIGHTS
continued on page 14
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Academy of Ballet and Dance SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
Silver City Community Theatre 40 D,AYS 40 NIGHTS Company production. Info: 575- Silver City/Grant County
. continued from page 13 336-4800. Live music: Michele Parlee Trio
' ) , ) — 1-4 p.m. at Little Toad Creek
. Commumty Theatre. It's Christmas Las Cruces/Mesilla BreWery and Distillery, 200 N.
Eve in a small west Texas town. Farmers Arts and Crafts Market  Bullard St. Silver City. Info: 575-
In Support of Silver City Youth Theatre Info: 5'75-7‘%0-2174- — 8:30 am.-1 p.m. at the Plazaof  956-6144.
. . Old Time Fiddlers D?"Ce - 7'9 Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Frlday, Dec 1 6, 5-7:30 pm p-m. at the New Mexico Old Tlmf-:‘ Info: 575-805-6055. Truth or Consequences/
In The Murray Hotel Ballroom, 200 W Broadway St ?(cj)(rjgrsLD:mSSiie’tZ;q[:;Es.a:z g ;NUtCF?gER;é’S'gt - 2fp'Tr; and Sigrra Countg
. N < . . , 106~ p.m., enter for the “A Twisted Christmas Carol” — 2
Dlnne_:_h BBeer % W";e LI;,teTAUCtlon! refreshments. Info: 575-744-9137. Ar‘ts’ Las Cruces. Joint production p.m. at the T or C Civic Center, 400
¢ Brandon Ferrauit trio , _ with Borderlands Ballet Company, W Fourth St. Presented by T or C
~Tickets in Advance: . g“’d°)s‘l’:/ L’"COI’" County the las Cruces School of Dance &~ Community Theatre. It’s Christmas
ivi ' = as (Snow) Festival — 10a.m-6  Music and Dark Circles Contempo-  Eve in a small west Texas town.
~on?|?r?elndol\::’d‘l:’3\|’,“l$35 couPIe &T' o p.m., at the Ruidoso Convention rary Dance. Info: 575-525-5670. Info: 575-740-2174.
i 90 fo WWW. itvtheat gt Center. Winter festival includes Munchies Festival — 4-9 p.m. on
~In-;|e:se;::‘|t§;/: (t):‘ minfy hodiorn Sa W o food, jewelry, baked goods includ-  plaza de Las Cruces. Food, music, Ruidoso/Lincoln County
Tranquil Buzz Coffee House » ing pueblo bread and Mescalero artists and cannabis vendors from  Zas (Snow) Festival — 11 a.m.-5
300 3 Arizona St at Yankie St \ O frybread, artwork and more. Info: around the state. Info: tierna@ p.m., at the Ruidoso Convention
. 575-937-3901. tellabg.com. Center. Winter festival includes
~Tic(koelt1;ya(t:ta:: S;::.‘e(:k atthe Buzz) . . ) “Elf the Musical” — 7:30 p.m., Las  food, jewelry, baked goods includ-
$25 Individual $50 c I The Nutcracker” — 7 p.m. at the Cruces Community Theatre, 313 ing pueblo bread and Mescalero
ndividual, ouple Spencer Theater for the Peyformmg N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.  frybread, artwork and more. Info:
SCCT is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Original watercolor by Deborah Hutchings ﬁgi;vlg}? 28 2p0erjb\cl(tac|; T?ﬁi’iﬁclgz)on Info: 575-523-1200. 575-937-3901.
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Las Cruces/Dona Ana County
“EIf the Musical” — 2 p.m., Las
Cruces Community Theatre, 313
N. Main St. Downtown Las Cruces.
Info: 575-523-1200.

“Nutcracker” ballet — 2 p.m.,
ASNMSU Center for the Arts, Las
Cruces. Joint production with Bor-
derlands Ballet Company, the las
Cruces School of Dance & Music
and Dark Circles Contemporary
Dance. Info: 575-525-5670.
Musical Musings of Christmas-
time with George Jarden — 3
p.m. at George’s Living Room
Stage, 3100 Karen Drive, Las Cru-
ces. Sing-along, history and stories
with George Jarden. Call or text for
reservations. Info: 575-652-7301.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20
Silver City/Grant County
Movie: “Polar Express” — 3:30-
5:30 p.m. at the Silver City Public
Library, 515 W. College Ave. in
Silver City. Info: silvercitypublicli-
brary.org.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21
Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market — 3-6
p.m. 3025 U.S.-180 in Silver City.
Info: www.silvercityfarmersmarket.

info.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Middle Eastern Dance Class —
5:15-6:30 p.m. at Otero Artspace,
1118 Indiana Ave, Alamogordo.
Longtime dance teacher Claudia
Powell offers this class. Cost: $5
over 65 and $8 under 65 donation
to Otero Arts. Info: 575-442-3029
or claudia@tularosa.net.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market —
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza de
Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Info: 575-805-6055.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
Silver City/Grant County
Adult Children of Alcoholic and
Dysfunctional Families meeting
— 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd, 615
N. Texas St. Info: 575-567-9410.
Movie: “Meet me in St. Louis”
— 7 p.m. at the Silco Theater, 311
N. Bullard St., Silver City. Musical
classic from 1944 with Judy Gar-
land. Info: 575-956-6198.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County

Square Dancing — 1-3:30 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 EIm St.in T or C.
Square dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23
Silver City/Grant County
Live music: Blues Dawg — 8-11
p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brewery
and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St. Sil-
ver City. High-energy electric blues
band. Info: 575-956-6144.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Musical Musings of Christ-
mastime with George Jarden
— 6 p.m. at George’s Living Room
Stage, 3100 Karen Drive, Las Cru-
ces. Sing-along, history and stories
with George Jarden. Call or text for
reservations. Info: 575-652-7301.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market — 9
a.m.-12 p.m. 901 N. Pope St. in
Silver City. Info: www.silvercityfar-
mersmarket.info.
Pajama/Onesie party with Local
Legends Travis and Adam as
DJs — 8-11 p.m. at Little Toad
Creek Brewery and Distillery, 200
N. Bullard St. Silver City. Party

while you get ready for Santa. Info:
575-956-6144.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County
Farmers Market — 8-10 a.m. in
Alameda Park, 1987 White Sands
Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info: farmers-
marketsnm.org.

Las Cruces/Dofia Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market —
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza de
Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Info: 575-805-6055.

Musical Musings of Christmas-
time with George Jarden — 2
p.m. at George’s Living Room
Stage, 3100 Karen Drive, Las Cru-
ces. Sing-along, history and stories
with George Jarden. Call or text for
reservations. Info: 575-652-7301.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28

Alamogordo/Otero County
Middle Eastern Dance Class —
5:15-6:30 p.m. at Otero Artspace,
1118 Indiana Ave, Alamogordo.
Longtime dance teacher Claudia
Powell offers this class. Cost: $5
over 65 and $8 under 65 donation
to Otero Arts. Info: 575-442-3029
or claudia@tularosa.net.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Farmers and Crafts Market —
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza de
Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Info: 575-805-6055.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29

Silver City/Grant County
Adult Children of Alcoholic and
Dysfunctional Families meeting
— 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd, 615
N. Texas St. Info: 575-567-9410.

Truth or Consequences/
Sierra County
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EXHIBIT
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Blues Dawg performs at Little Toad Creek Brewery and Distillery
in Silver City on Dec. 23. (Courtesy Photo)

Square Dancing — 1-3:30 p.m. at
the New Mexico Old Time Fiddlers
Playhouse, 710 EIm St. in T or C.
Square dancing and refreshments.
Info: 575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842,

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
Silver City/Grant County
Live music: Blues Dawg — 8-11
p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brewery
and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St. Sil-
ver City. High-energy electric blues
band. Info: 575-956-6144.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
Silver City/Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market — 9
a.m.-12 p.m. 901 N. Pope St. in
Silver City. Info: www.silvercityfar-
mersmarket.info.
New Year’s Eve Party — 8-11
p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brewery
and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St.
Silver City. Favors, live music,
midnight champagne toast and DJ
dance party with DJ Mischievous.

-PGACEG
BELIGVE.
CHRISTINAS

WIN A
$100
GIXT cARD!

Every purchase from
now ‘til Dec. 17th

receives a chance to win.
Drawings will be held Dec. 12th & Dec. 19th

Info: 575-956-6144.

Alamogordo/Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County
Farmers Market — 8-10 a.m. in
Alameda Park, 1987 White Sands
Blvd. in Alamogordo. Info: farmers-
marketsnm.org.

Ruidoso/Lincoln County
Ring it Inn New Year’s Eve Cel-
ebration — 7 p.m. - midnight at
the Inn of the Mountain Gods, Info:
800-545-9011.

Las Cruces/Doha Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market —
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Plaza de
Las Cruces and along Main Street.
Info: 575-805-6055.

Old Farts’ New Year’s Eve — 7-9
p.m. Downtown Blues Coffee, 130
S. Main St. Las Cruces. An Austin
tradition with Cleve Hattersley and
Sweet Mary. Dress code: pajamas.
Cost: $10. Info: info@downtown-
bluescoffee.com.

‘Tis +he Season
{0 spread joy and
goodwill...

Spend $100, get a $10
off coupon to redeem
in 2023

h N4
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he first heavy frost recent-

I ly signaled the end of the
bustling garden season

and I'm glad for the respite from

battling the prolific weeds from
this summer’s monsoon rains.

GARDEN TRUTLS o BLTTY LAMPRIGHT

Hidden Life

The fall garden has much to share

However, we still have plenty of
pleasant sunny afternoons that
entice us to get out there and
tidy up the yard.

What if I told you, it was real-
ly a good thing to procrastinate
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Listen for your strength.

Zoom Sessions AW@[H@M@)

Scott Plate
Personal Coach
Silver City, NM

scott@nativeheartseed.com
216-577-8580

nativeheartseed.com

on fall garden cleanup chores?
Like most other landscaping
companies, I used to offer a fall
cleanup service. As I pivoted to-
ward a more sustainable ecolog-
ical footprint, I had to step back
and look at those dead flowers
and ornamental grasses from
the perspective of the birds and
other critters trying to make it
through another cold winter.
The insects and birds that de-
lighted us during the summer
have their own strategies for sur-
viving the coming deep freeze,
and plants again play a major
role in their survival. The mon-
arch butterfly is the only pollina-
tor in North America that always
migrates to a warmer climate, so

how do other pollinators cope?

Bumblebees die at the end
of summer, except for the fer-
tilized queen. She burrows into
soil or leaf litter so that there is
less variation in winter tempera-
tures. And here’s a great Trivial
Pursuit factoid: the hibernating
queen produces glycerol, a nat-
ural antifreeze!

Depending on the species, but-
terflies will overwinter as eggs,
caterpillars, pupae, or adults.
They too depend on the produc-
tion of glycerol or other sugars
during the fall to prevent the
formation of ice crystals in their
cells. My garden hosted black
swallowtail butterflies, which
overwinter as pupae. The host

plant (where it lays its eggs) for
the black swallowtail in my yard
is dill, so I'm sure the next gen-
eration is present somewhere in
the yard. Tall grasses, bushes,
fence posts, a pile of leaves or
sticks...this is where next year’s
butterflies are sleeping. They
don’t know to put out ‘Do Not
Disturb’ signs, so we need to re-
member for them.

If you have an extra sensitive
tidiness gene, cut back the of-
fending perennials or grasses
and leave the debris lying in the
bed until spring to avoid throw-
ing away hibernating pollinators.

Another aspect of closing

GARDEN

continued on page 23

~ OTERO ARTSPACE
~*  Cloudcraft Art Society
Fine Arts and Crafts Holiday Exhibit

Opening Dec. 2, 5-7 p.m., continues through Dec. 18

Gallery Open Thursday thru Friday 1to 4 pm
1118 Indiana Avenue, Alamogordo

oteroarts.org

(asitas de Gila

Guesthouses - Gallery
Nature Preserve

—}Neighbors(—
Songs! Carols! Hymns!
& Their Stories!

In English, and a little Spanish, German & Latin
his “70 years of Living With Christmas Music”
He sings the accompaniment AND the songs...

Free - George’s Living Room Stage
3100 Karen Drive
For Reservations: Text or Call (575) 652-7301

“What's In 11?" When
Mot Really @ “Show™ - although he does sing! Mon December 5- 2 p.m.
Mot Really a “Sing-Along” - although there is a chance to sing! Wed December 14 - 6 p.m.
Mot Really A “Talk” or a “Lecture” - although...he explains: _
"How about this enchanting Christrmias Season music?” 5"","' December 18- 3 p.m.
Fri December 23 - &6 p.m.

“The Story of The Songs”
Classical, Sacred, Folk, Pop Sat December 24 - 2 p.m.

5 Private Casitas on
265 acres near Silver City HESE
Year-round Bear Creek
Wildlife - Birds - Dark Skies
7 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens - Porches - Wifi
Continental Breakfast

casitasdegila.com
575-535-4455

Stress-Free Solitude Overlooking the Gila Wilderness

Wassail “On the House™ + Come Early - "Wassail” a little!
(Show Lasts under 2 hours, with a couple of breaks for stretching and Hello-ing)
For more info: www.georgejordenshows.com
AfArts Productions, Inc.
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2022 Writing Contest

Author’s note: The following
is excerpted from my book, “A
Long Tangent: An old man and
his young dog hike every day
Sfor a solid year,” tentatively
scheduled to be published in
2023 by Mimbres Press of West-
ern New Mexico University.

heavily modified Mercedes

Sprinter van that simulta-
neously elicits eye-rolling and
envy. Lifted, four-wheel-drive,
total off-road, off-grid pack-
age. Probably a hundred grand.
Though I hesitate to admit this,
I would love to add it to my al-
ready bloated vehicular quiv-
er, but, sadly, I could not even
afford the tires adorning that
van. I greeted its presence at the
Gomez Peak Trailhead with a
low-volume growl that bespoke
jealousy more than irritation. It
did not help matters any that the
unblemished Sprinter sported li-
cense plates from a certain state
that most often indicates some
manner of navigational inept-
itude is likely to manifest itself
before you have time to strate-
gize, much less execute, a work-
able defensive plan. I pulled my
dog, Casey, close in preparation
for some serious evasive maneu-
Vers.

The driver pulled a fast one,
though, by approaching slowly,
rolling down his window and
greeting me in an affable tone
of voice. Caught me totally
off guard. Made me feel like a
douchebag for having, three sec-
onds prior, applied negative ste-
reotypes to his entire existence.

The driver, a man in his 70s,
asked directions to the Conti-
nental Divide Trail. I resisted
my normal childish inclination
to provide him with a memora-
ble adventure by sending him 47

It was the kind of late-model,

HoNorABLE MENTION « M. JOUN FAYLEE

Hiking Sticks

miles down some wretched Jeep
track in completely the wrong
direction. (There were numer-
ous available options.) But he
seemed like a kindred spirit. He
also seemed genuinely apprecia-
tive of my detailed input. Before
pulling away, he said, “That’s a
really nice hiking stick.”

As he drove off, I stood in
semi-stunned silence. I don’t
know what manner of compli-
ment that Sprinter-driving man
could have paid me that could
top a flattering remark regarding
the piece of wood grasped by
my left hand. Maybe praising my
wife, my dog or my old 4Runner.
But that’s about it.

That he referred to it as
a “stick” instead of a “staff”
earned the man extra style
points. “Staff” has always grated
my plebian sensibilities, making
it sound as though the bearer
fancies him- or herself a wizard,
perhaps even a direct descen-
dent of Gandalf.

One of my favorite things
about hiking in the Gila is that
it remains a bastion of hik-
ing sticks, which differ from
“walking sticks” in that, “hiking
sticks” are, like, clavicles high,
and have woodsy applications
— which I'll get to here in a min-
ute — whereas “walking sticks”
are more waist high, have deco-
rative metal top pieces and are
used solely by tweed-clad En-
glish gentlemen sauntering to
and from pubs named something
like “Eagle and Child,” “Bear and
Billet” or “Lamb and Flag.”

Most hiking sticks are un-
adorned, but a growing craft in-
dustry — probably inspired by
“The Lord of the Rings” — now
produces ornate sticks that are
often decorated with semi-pre-
cious stones, representations of
runes and, at the top end, faces

of elves or the heads of owls
carved into the wood, which is
usually exotic in nature. Artis-
anal, free-range hickory or some
such. These kinds of sticks can
be found for sale at music fes-
tivals and art fairs in mountain
towns, in between the tie-dyed
T-shirt and organic honey stands.
As well, many companies purvey
high-end hiking sticks online.
They are generally far too pretty
to consider actually being taken
onto a trail, lest they be dented
or dinged. Kind of like Mercedes
Sprinter vans.

My first hiking stick had suit-
ably humble roots. It came to me
while camping in a state park in
Wisconsin. I was set to embark
on a thru-hike of the Appala-
chian Trail two months hence
and had been on the lookout for
a stick to complament a period
ensemble that consisted of a
flannel shirt, blue jeans, heavy
leather Raichle Montagna hik-
ing boots, wool Ragg socks, a
forest-green Eddie Bauer felt
crusher hat, a forest-green 60/40
parka and a forest-green pon-
cho. A stick pretty much was a
de rigueur component of that
very weighty outfit.

The right-of-way of a near-
by dirt road had recently been
cleared and, consequently, a
treasure trove of felled saplings
awaited my scrutiny. I spent an
entire morning picking through
the arboreal corpses and final-
ly arrived upon one that felt
right in my hand. Proper width,
proper height, proper heft. I
took it back to camp, skinned it,
trimmed it and gave it a name.
Given that I had been told by
someone who may or may not
have known what he was talking
about it was green ash, and giv-
en that I was heading toward the
Appalachian Trail, I christened

my new stick “GrATash,” which I
considered to be an impressive-
ly witty portmanteau. Though
near-bouts everyone on the AT
in those days carried a stick, far
as I knew, none of the others
had had a proper name upon be-
stowed upon them.

GrATash, which stayed with
me for my entire AT hike, was
directly involved in the most-se-
rious injury I have ever suffered
out in the woods. Two buddies
— who I'll call Red and Mod-
ern Man — had joined me for
a couple weeks in North Car-
olina. The second day out of
Hot Springs, we ascended the
switchback-free side of Snow-
bird Mountain. Near the summit,
while crossing an otherwise in-
nocuous trickle of a stream, my
left foot slipped out from under
me and my left eye came direct-
ly down onto GrATash’s pointed
top end. My entire field of view
exploded with a crimson hue.

Ibellowed “HELP!!!” down the
hill, which was tough, given that
I was hyperventilating. When
Red arrived, having dropped his
pack and sprinted to my location
when he heard my high-decibel
call for assistance, he was so
winded he could scarcely stand.
When he saw my bloodied face,
he literally yelped and spent the
next few minutes freaking out,
which did nothing to calm my
nerves, which were right then
already pretty frayed.

Modern Man, who arrived
at what I considered to be an
overly leisurely pace, by con-
trast, was shockingly unruffled,
given the immediate eye-gush-
ing-blood situation. He spoke
reassuringly, directed me to tilt
my head back and said some-
thing like, “Well, you don’t see
that every day.” Turns out, my
eyelid had nearly been torn off.

E WELRY
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You could pull it down and see
the top of my orb, which might
make for an amusing trick at a
Halloween party, but, out in the
middle of nowhere, it amount-
ed to a stressful turn of events.
Modern Man, grimy fingernails
and all, plus-orminus re-at-
tached my eyelid with a couple
improvised butterfly bandages
and pronounced me patched up
enough to resume our hike with
the words, “Not sure I lined your
eyelid up perfectly, so it might
end up looking a bit weird, but
it’s the best I could do under the
circumstances.”

For the next few days, when-
ever we passed other hikers,
they would invariably let loose
with some variation on the
shocked exclamation theme
— things like, “OH MY GOD ...
WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR
EYE???” Their faces would often
contort into a grimace I found
disconcerting. Since none of us
had in our possession a mirror,
I had been unable to eyeball my
eyeball.

There was some concern that,
given the near-tropical climate
of western North Carolina in the
summer, my entire ocular sys-
tem could get infected and com-
pletely rot away. My on-board
pharmaceutical options consist-
ed solely, and predictably, of pot,
hash, speed and a wide array
of hallucinogens. Maybe some
'shrooms. And aspirin, in case of
dire emergencies.

So, we — three extremely
funky long-hairs — decided the
best course of action would be
to hike down a country lane the
trail crossed till we located a
residence, upon which time we
would knock on its front door
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and ask if the inhabitants hap-
pened to have any unexpired
antibiotics they could spare. I
thought — and I use that word
very loosely — my by-then-ooz-
ing eye would add a veneer of
undeniable authenticity to our
pharmaceuticals-procurement
mission.

Here would be a good time to
make some blatantly judgmental
socio-economic  observations
about that part of the country
at that time. If you have seen
the movie “Deliverance,” well,
this was that — the dark heart
of dirt-poor, inbred Appalachia.
The cluster of houses we even-
tually found was defined by a
bleak tarpaper aesthetic aug-
mented by snarling, tick-cov-
ered dogs chained to trees and
an understated landscaping
consciousness dominated by an-
cient appliances and antiquated
automobiles in various states of

disrepair propped up on cinder-
blocks.

We were not welcomed warm-
ly. No invitation to share in a vat
of boiled possum entrails was
forthcoming. Actually, despite
what I thought to be a well-re-
hearsed spiel — and I had the
trashed eye to back it up! — we
were greeted with the business
end of a double-barrel 12-guage
shotgun being wielded by a
toothless man who was clearly
deficient on the chromosome
front — crossed eyes being a
little too close together, skin a
sickly shade of blue — wearing,
of course, greasy overalls. Some-
where in the background, a ban-
jo played. Given that his already
unintelligible accent was com-
promised both by his dentition
situation and the disgusting re-
ality that he was chomping on a
wad of chewing tobacco big as a
watermelon, we were unable to
directly translate his clearly agi-
tated and befuddled response to
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our presence. It appeared that,
in addition to the unsurprising
fact that he apparently did not
have any spare antibiotics lying
around his malodorous pigsty,
he would prefer we leave his
property post haste lest we be
shot dead on the spot. It was the
first time I'd ever had a firearm
pointed directly at my head. It
was an exciting experience that
caused my one good remaining
eye to near-bouts pop out.

(I have no doubt that the
neighborhood has gentrified in
the interim. The shacks have
likely been replaced by high-end
second homes and the tick-cov-
ered mutts replaced by -doodle
variants.)

We enthusiastically hiked
back up to the trail with the full
understanding that I would like-
ly be going through the rest of
my life sporting the descriptive
sobriquet, “Ol'’ Mono-Peeper.”
Or maybe “Cyclops.” I began
thinking in terms of whether a
pirate-looking eye patch would
be more likely to attract or repel
women. Maybe I'd need to get a
parrot and a peg leg to complete
the effect.

A few days later, I was able to
hitchhike to a backwater town
that sported a medical clinic that
would have looked at home in
rural El Salvador. The doctor re-
moved the improvised butterfly
bandages that had pretty much
been absorbed into skin that had
achieved a color somewhere
between bruised apple pulp
and dog vomit. An unappealing
odor filled the room. The doctor
amused himself by pulling my

detached lid down far enough
that he could see the top of my
eye. This he did several times,
while giggling. He even invited
several staff members and a cou-
ple patients who were sitting in
the lobby into the examination
room to observe this once-in-a-
lifetime spectacle. The doctor
took some Polaroids to immor-
talize my visit and I'm certain ev-
ery conversation in that town for
weeks to come centered upon
the hippie hiker whose eyelid
could, with minimal manipu-
lation, be worked both ways. I
suspect children in that town
were thereafter threatened by
their parents with a visit from
the Oozing-Eyed Hippie should
they ever misbehave.

The wound was sanitized and
patched, and I was loaded up
with enough Amoxicillin to see
me through whatever other mis-
haps might befall me on what
remained of that 2,100-mile trek
from Maine to Georgia.

Ordinarily, you would think,
after almost losing an eyeball,
I would have heaved GrATash
off the nearest cliff, or inciner-
ated it in a campfire, and never
again even considered carrying
so much as a twig while on the
trail. But the incident was not
GrATash’s fault; it was nothing
more than one of those unpre-
dictable, vexatious occurrences
that occasionally occur in the
backcountry without warning
that you either survive or you
don’t, that you either learn from
or you don't.

At the next opportunity, I
used my pocketknife to round

off GrATash’s top. Then we con-
tinued hiking toward the end of
that particular journey. It was
three months before my eye
started looking right.

GrATash stayed with me for
several more years. It eventually
got sucked into the black-hole
vortex of my in-laws’ storage
shed while my wife and I took
an extended trip to Central
America. It has yet to resurface.
To this day, I half-expect the
hiking stick that nearly de-eye-
balled me to eventually turn up
when some random member of
my wife’s clan is rooting around
in that storage shed looking
for a pair of ice skates or some
such. “Hey, what’s this old stick
doing in here?” that person will
ask, right before tossing it in
the trash. I would love to hold
GrATash one more time, to re-
visit our time together along the
Appalachian Trail, which was
so long ago that I can scarcely
recollect the names of the geo-
graphic features we passed by or
the names of the people we met
along the way.

In the early 1990s, I found
another hiking stick — which
had been left leaning against a
fence post at a trailhead in Col-
orado — but it and I never truly
bonded. It was a tool, not a com-
panion. It was clearly someone
else’s stick that mistakenly came
to be mine. That stick died when
I broke it over the head of alarge
dog that was viciously attacking
my last dog, Cali, while we were
hiking on the fringe of the Ea-
gles Nest Wilderness. I left its
splintered, blood-soaked parts
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lying in the woods.

By that time, trekking poles
had become all the rage. I was
gifted a pair, which I used only
for a few months. While under-
standing the supposed benefits
— aiding in propulsion, reliev-
ing pressure on the lower back
and padding the bottom line of
gear companies — I never felt
comfortable with them. I often
paid more attention to the place-
ment of the pole tips than I did
the placement of my feet. Plus,
whenever I needed to blow my
nose, get a drink or take a pho-
to, I had to uncouple my hand
from the pole’s straps. It was not
a match made in hiking heaven,
which was a bit strange because
I have long used poles while
snowshoeing and, of course,
cross-country skiing. I re-gifted
the trekking poles the following
Christmas.

Shortly after moving back to
southwest New Mexico, my wife
and I (read: my wife) were pe-
rusing the offerings in a dusty
antique emporium downtown
Silver City. Not exactly my fa-
vorite activity. To kill time while
the love of my life was examin-
ing overpriced rickety end ta-
bles and chipped china, I started
exploring the cobweb-covered
back corners, where I hoped
to find a cask of brandy or per-
haps a bottle of long-lost lauda-
num. Instead, I found a hiking
stick, the dimensions of which
almost perfectly matched those
of GrATash. I asked the propri-
etor how much? He shrugged
his shoulders and said “uh, how

about five bucks?” He was obvi-
ously expecting an incredulous
counteroffer. He did not get
one. As I paid up, the proprietor
smirked like, “Damn, they grow
‘em stupider every year.”

That is the stick that elicited
the compliment from the Sprint-
er-driver at the Gomez Peak
trailhead. It is a plain stick that
was obviously once varnished
by a previous owner. No orna-
mentation. It has a crook about
two-thirds of the way down. It
has been with me now for more
than a decade. Longer than I had
GrATash. Longer than I have had
Casey. I'm not certain how many
more miles it has left. It used to
be 59 inches high. It is now 55
inches, worn down by time and
distance. (I know the feeling.)
Its body is scuffed, dinged and
sports a crack running almost its
full length. Breakage assuredly
looms. I need to retire my stick,
which I never named, before
that happens. That will be a sad
day. It would be impossible to
calculate the distance we have
covered together.

So, why carry a hiking stick?

They have practical value
that, in my mind, exceeds that
of trekking poles. The fact that
my hand can easily slide up and
down its shaft depending on cir-
cumstances makes it very versa-
tile while traversing sketchy ter-
rain and crossing creeks. I use
it to steady my momentum on
a dicey descents. It serves as a
deterrent when aggressive dogs
approach. And it provides some-
thing of a psychological salve

when traversing snake country.
On some primal level, I believe
my reflexes could out fast-twitch
a striking rattler, which is pure
fantasy, but, who knows? Maybe
adrenaline would win the day.

Plus, hiking sticks have dis-
tinct personalities, flat-out look
cool and serve as a direct con-
nection to a bygone era when
hikers wore flannel, wool, leath-
er and felt. I no longer wear
flannel, wool, leather or felt. So,
there’s only this one physical
thing left that connects me to
my personal good ol’ days. This
stick in my hand.

The difference between a
hiking stick and trekking poles
is similar to the difference be-
tween a wooden canoe and a
plastic canoe. No would will ar-
gue that the latter is more prac-
tical than the former, but plenty
of people still cast their lot with
the undeniable beauty of natural
materials.

There is a fairly regular crowd
of hikers that congregates, then
dissipates, heading off in their
own various directions, every
summer morning at the Gomez
Peak trailhead. Almost to a one,
they carry with them hiking
sticks. In that regard, we are
trail kin, a slow-dying breed that
is being replaced by folks whose
ensembles include trekking
poles and the latest brand-name
outdoor clothing made from ma-
terials with scientific-sounding
names.

When those of us who stick
with sticks pass each other on
the trail, we often compare them
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and relate their origin stories.
That, of course, is silly. Most of
this is silly. I'm sure, in the eyes
of an ever-increasing number of
mountain bikers and trail run-
ners zooming by, we must look
like anachronism incarnate. A
breed that will soon become ex-
tinct.

Not sure what I'm going to do
when I finally retire my current
stick, which needs to be done
before it snaps in the middle of
some activity I ought not be do-
ing at my age anyhow.

Maybe GrATash will serendip-
itously emerge from the depths
of my in-laws’ storage shed. Fail-
ing that, perhaps I'll order one
of those fancy “staffs” available
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online. One sporting semi-pre-
cious stones, with an owl’s head
carved into its peak. Maybe I'll
then become a wizard.

“Technology may make it eas-
ier to reach beauty, but it does
not simplify the process of pos-
sessing or appreciating it.”

— Alain de Botton, “The Art of
Travel”

For 12 years, M. John Fayhee
was the editor of the Mountain
Gazette. Fayhee, author of 12
books, was a long-time con-
tributing editor at Backpacker
magazine. He lives in Silver
City.
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Red or Green? is Desert Exposure’s guide to dining
in southwest New Mexico. We are in the process of

updating and modifying these listings.

We emphasize non-national-chain restaurants with
sit-down, table service. With each listing, we include
a brief categorization of the type of cuisine plus what
meals are served: B=Breakfast; L=Lunch; D=Dinner.
Unless otherwise noted, restaurants are open seven
days a week. Call for exact hours, which change fre-
quently. All phone numbers are area code 575 except

as specified.

this issue goes to press.

com. Bon appétit!

Though every effort has been made to make these
listings complete and up to date, errors and omissions
are inevitable and restaurants may make changes after

That's why we urge you to help us make Red or
Green? even better. Drop a note to Red or Green?
c/o Desert Exposure, 1740-A Calle de Mercado, Las
Cruces, NM 88005, or email editor@desertexposure.

Southwest New Mexico’s

Best Restaurant Guide

GRANT COUNTY
Silver City

ADOBE SPRINGS CAFE, 614 N.
Bullard St., 538-3665. Breakfast
items, burgers, sandwiches: Sunday
BL, allweek BLD.
BIRDWELL'S VINTAGE VIBES,
602 N. Bullard St. 956-6467.
CAFE 0SO AZUL AT BEAR MOUN-
TAIN LODGE, 60 Bear Mountain
Ranch Road, 538-2538. B L, special
D by reservation only.
CHAOS SANDWICHES, 801 N.
Hudson St. 654-8175.
CHINESE PALACE, 1010 Highway
180 E, 538-9300. Chinese: Monday to
Friday L D.
CORNER KITCHEN, 300 S Bullard
St., 590-2603.
COURTYARD CAFE, 1313 E 32nd
St., Gila Regional Medical Center,
538-4094. American: B L.
DIANE’S BAKERY & DELLI, The Hub,
Suite A, 601 N. Bullard St., 534-9229.
Artisan breads, pastries, sandwiches,
deli: Monday to Saturday B L early D,
Sunday L.
DON JUAN’S BURRITOS, 418 Silver
Heights Blvd., 538-5440. Mexican: B L.
EINSTEIN BROS BAGELS, 1000 W.
College Ave., 538-6555.
FORREST’S PIZZA, 601 N. Bullard
St., Unit J. 388-1225. Tuesday to
Friday L D, slices until 7 p.m.
FRY HOUSE, 601 N. Bullard St. Suite
C. 388-1964. Seven days L, Sunday L, D.
GOLDEN STAR, 1602 Silver Heights
Blvd., 388-2323. Chinese: L D
GRINDER MILL, 403 W. College
Ave., 538-3366. Mexican: B L D.
HIGH DESERT PIES,
315 N. Texas St.
JALISCO CAFE, 103 S. Bullard St.,
388-2060. Mexican. Monday to Sat-
urday L D Sunday B.
JAVALINA COFFEE HOUSE, 117
Market St., 388-1350. Coffeehouse.
KOUNTRY KITCHEN, 1700 Moun-
tain View Road, 388-4512. Mexican:
Tuesday to Saturday B L D.
LA COCINA RESTAURANT, 201 W.
College Ave., 388-8687. Mexican: L D.
LA FAMILIA MEXICAN RESTAU-
RANT, 503 N. Hudson St., 388-4600.
Mexican: Tuesday to Sunday B L D.
LA MEXICANA RESTAURANT, 1105
Tom Foy Blvd., 534-4980. Mexican
and American: B L.
LITTLE TOAD CREEK BREWERY
& DISTILLERY, 200 N. Bullard St.,

956-6144. Burgers, wings, salads,
fish, pasta, craft beers and cock-
tails: Monday to Sunday L D.

MI CASITA, 2340 Bosworth Drive,
538-5533. New Mexican cuisine:
Monday to Thursday L, Friday L D.
MINT CHIP CREAMERY, 601 N.
Bullard St. in the Hub 519-0955.
PRETTY SWEET EMPORIUM, 312
N. Bullard St., 322-2422. Dessert,
ice cream: Monday to Saturday.
Q’S SOUTHERN BISTRO, 101 E.
College Ave., 534-4401. American,
steaks, barbecue, brewpub: Tues-
day to Saturday L D.

SILVER BOWLING CENTER CAFE,
2020 Memory Lane, 538-3612.
American, Mexican, hamburgers:
Daily L D.

TASTE OF VEGAS, 303 E. 13th St.,
534-9404. Daily L.
TRANQUILBUZZ COFFEE HOUSE
300 N. Arizona St. 956-6476.
WRANGLER’S BAR & GRILL, 2005
Hwy. 180E, 538-4387. Steak, burg-
ers, appetizers, salads: L D.

W&Z ASIAN BISTRO AND SUSHI
BAR 1740 US HWY 180

956-6219.

WOLF GROUNDS COMMUNITY
COFFEE HOUSE & CAFE,

188 E. 8th St. 284-6708.

Bayard
EL BURRITO CALIENTE
106 Hurley Ave., 575-537-3967
M & A BAYARD CAFE
1101 N. Central Ave., 575-537-2251

Hurley
THE PATIO 100 Cortez Ave., 575-
537-4938

Mimbres
LA TIENDA (RESTAURANT) DEL
SOL 2674 Highway 35, San Loren-
z0, 575-536-3140.

Pinos Altos
BUCKHORN SALOON AND OPERA
HOUSE 32 Main St., 575-538-9911

DONA ANA COUNTY
Las Cruces & Mesilla

ABRAHAM’S BANK TOWER
RESTAURANT, 500 S. Main St. 434,
523-5911. American: Monday to
Friday B L.
ANDELE’S DOG HOUSE, 1983 Calle
del Norte, 526-1271. Mexican plus
hot dogs, burgers, quesadillas: B L D.

4 )
Corner Florida & Columbus Hwy.
PO Box 191, Deming NM 88031
\ (575) 546-3922 )
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ANDELE RESTAURANTE, 1950
Calle del Norte, 526-9631. Mexican:

Monday B L, Tuesday to Sunday B L D.

AQUA REEF, 141 N. Roadrunner
Parkway, 522-7333. Asian, sushi: LD.

THE BEAN, 2011 Avenida de Mesilla,

527-5155. Coffeehouse.

THE BEAN AT JOSEFINA'S, 2261
Calle de Guadalupe, 652-3337.
Eclectic, B L. Closed Thursday.

A BITE OF BELGIUM, 741 N. Ala-
meda St. No. 16, 527-2483, www.
abiteofbelgium.com. Belgium and
American food: Daily B L.

BOBA CAFE, 1900 S. Espina St., Ste.

8, 647-5900. Sandwiches, salads,
casual fare, espresso: Monday to
Saturday L D.

BRAVO’S CAFE, 3205 S. Main St.,
526-8604. Mexican: Tuesday to
Sunday B L.

BURGER NOOK, 1204 E. Madrid
Ave., 523-9806. Outstanding green-
chile cheeseburgers. Tuesday to
Saturday L D.

BURRITOS VICTORIA, 1295 El
Paseo Road, 541-5534. Burritos: B L
D. Now serving beer.

Silver City, NM

Great
Selection
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Country Girls is an
amagzing place to get great
gifts for any occasion!
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CAFE DON FELIX, 2290 Calle de
Parian, 652-3007. Mexican, street
tacos, mini-burgers: Wednesday to
Saturday L D, Sunday brunch only 10
am.to6 p.m.

CHACH/I’'S RESTAURANT, 2460 S.
Locust St.-A, 522-7322. Mexican: B L
D., 505 Joe Gutierrez St., Dofa Ana.
CHILITOS, 2405 S. Valley Drive, 526-
4184. Mexican: Monday to Saturday
BLD.

CHILITOS, 3850 Foothills Road Ste.
10, 532-0141. Mexican: B L D.
DAY’S HAMBURGERS, 245 N. Main
St., 523-8665. Burgers: Monday to
Saturday L D.

DAY’S HAMBURGERS, 2420 W.
Picacho Ave. Suite B, 386-0554.
Burgers: Monday to Saturday L D
PECAN GRILL & BREWERY, 500 S.
Telshor Blvd., 521-1099. Pecan-
smoked meats, sandwiches, steaks,
seafood, craft beers: L D.
DELICIAS DEL MAR, 1401 El
Paseo Road, 524-2396. Mexican,
seafood: B L D.

DICK’S CAFE, 2305 S. Valley Drive,
524-1360. Mexican, burgers: Sunday

575-313=150

Live and Fresh Cut
Christmas
Trees!

B L, Monday to Saturday BL D
DOUBLE EAGLE, 2355 Calle de
Guadalupe, 523-6700. Southwest-
ern, steaks, seafood: L D, Sun.
champagne brunch buffet.

EL SOMBRERO PATIO CAFE, 363
S. Espina St., 524-9911. Mexican: L D.
ENRIQUE’S MEXICAN FOOD,
830 W. Picacho Ave., 647-0240.
Mexican: B L D.

FARLEY’S, 3499 Foothills Road,
522-0466. Pizza, burgers, Ameri-
can, Mexican: L D.

FIDENCIO'’S, 800 S. Telshor Blvd.,
532-5624. Mexican: B L D.

THE GAME BAR & GRILL, 2605 S.
Espina St., 524-GAME. Sports bar
and grill: L D.

THE GAME II: EXTRA INNINGS
SPORTS BAR & GRILL, 4131
Northrise Drive, 373-4263, Live
music on weekends. American,
Southwest, now serving weekend
brunch 10 a.m. Saturdays and
Sundays: L D.

MEZCLA, 705 S. Telshor Blvd. (Hotel
Encanto), 532-4277. Mexican: BLD.
GO BURGER DRIVE-IN, Home

Tack, ropes and horse accessories
arriving weekly - come in and shop
for your equine and plant-loving
family & frends

2 W& = PURINA ""q

As always Happy Planting!

Ao AR
VISIT HISTORICAL

TULAROSA, NM

o [ TORRES POTTERY & TALAVERA
"%X Hatch Red & Green Chile (in season)
Ristras — Gift Shop
Something for Everyone!

Want your Tularosa Business in this ad?
Call Eve Holguin, Advertising Coordinator 575-805-6968

Ll Tl ol Tl

1106 Saint Francis Dr., Tularosa, NM
Open Daily 8:30 - 6:30
Stop by and see us!
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ack in September we wit-
B nessed an event we're not
likely to ever see again,
the passing and celebration of
the life of service of Queen Eliz-
abeth IL. It’s unlikely we will ever
see a world leader with a career
spanning eight decades, some of
the most fascinating and turbu-
lent decades in history, again.
What I always found interest-
ing about her was her extraordi-
nary love for horses. From her
first horse, actually a Shetland
pony, through many other fa-
vorite riding horses, she never
missed an opportunity to ride,
and managed to do so until her

TALKING UorAES o H5COTT TUOMSON

Horses Being Horses
Even the best have bad days

90s. Many said she may have
been the most knowledgeable
horsewoman in all of Britain, es-
pecially in her thorough knowl-
edge of breeding and historical
bloodlines. She visited the U.S.
to learn more about thorough-
bred breeding. She enjoyed all
riding disciplines. She even had
Pat Parelli come to England so
she could learn more about nat-
ural horsemanship.

I watched much of this histor-
ic event because I enjoy watch-
ing the many ways horses are
involved in the pageantry and
British traditions. These are
spectacular horses trained to the

\
Freeman

Floormg |

Installation and Refinishing of Hardwood Floors
"Reveal the true beauty of what lies just beneath your feet"
Call Daniel Freeman for a free estimate
575-590-6081 « SILVER CITY, NM

Specializing in Hardwood and Bamboo Flooring in Grant Co for over 15 years

PILATES

DANCING STONES STUDIO
109 N. BULLARD * SILVER CITY

+Banish Back Pain

+Increase Bone Density

« Sculpt Abdominal Muscles

+ Posture and Stride Retraining

« Duet Packages and One-on-One Instruction

575-538-1256

carolwatsonbrand@gmail.com
Carol L. Watson-Brand

Fully Certified Pilates Instructor
Z-Health® Movement Reeducation Specialist

silver-nm.com
575-538-0021

We have available rentals!
Visit www.silver-nm.com to see
what’s available. Apply online now
before they are all gone!

OurjGoldiStandardjisiSernvice!

Carol Thompson
Qualifying Broker
575-574-2480

and

Julie Williamson
Associate Broker
575-654-4949

highest levels with skilled riders,
and they're faced with the daunt-
ing task of remaining calm and
dignified even when surrounded
by thousands of people and the
noise from ceremonial gun and
cannon salutes, planes and he-
licopters, drones and countless
other distractions that would
send most horses around the
bend. This is what they have
been bred and trained to do.
They are most highly trained
public performance horses in
the world.

I've always believed that
no matter how well a horse is
trained or how impressive his
breeding, that in his soul he is
still a horse and there will al-
ways be some situations that
will cause him to exhibit his
most basic natural instincts. It
is why the best horsemen and
women will always tell you to
“ride every stride” with a horse,
no matter how old, experienced
or well-trained the horse may
be. There is a set of circumstanc-
es out there for every horse that
can come together and make
any horse forget all his training,
ignore his rider and take care of
himself.

I found a clip of the palace
guards practicing, something
the do virtually every day, usual-
ly in Hyde Park so the horses are
exposed to the distractions of
modern life. As the group of 25
horses was moving in a tight for-
mation through the park, one of

the horses in an important spot,
on the outside of the first row,
where you want a calm experi-
enced horse and an excellent
rider, simply exploded. Why?
Who knows. It bucked the rider
off, sending her so high it looked
like she had been shot from a
circus cannon. The horse spent
several minutes running around
the group, off into the trees and
back again, bucking and jump-
ing the whole time. Finally, two
other riders broke ranks and
quietly cornered the horse near
a fence. All the other horses
remained calm and in place.
With much effort the rider was
hoisted back on her horse. She
brought her sword to her shoul-
der, rode back to her spot in line
and the training session went on
without another problem.

Given what can happen in
practice, I was not surprised
some of the horses involved
in the Queen’s funeral and the
lengthy processions through
crowded streets proved the ax-
iom that horses are still horses.
In Scotland, as the procession
moved through the streets, one
horse in particular was on the
verge of becoming unglued,
constantly jigging, backing up
or trying to spin while all the
other horse were moving more
or less in formation and in time
with one another. As he became
more animated and agitated,
you could see the other horses
feeding off the energy and begin

ADOBE TECHNIQUES, LLC

Concete Pumping & Decorative Gravel,

Shotcrete, Slabs,

Block Laying,

Bobcat, Dirt, Gravel and Pavers

919-974-9956

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (#367590)

FREE ESTIMATES
ROHAN STITES, OWNER

SILVER CITY, NM e WWW.ADOBETECHNIQUES.COM

DEMING

ART FEST

Original Art and Fine Handerafts

Public Welcome
Mimbres Valley Special Event Center
2300 E. Pine St. Deming, NM

Saturday, December 10, 2022
10 am to 5 pm

&

Sunday, December 11, 2022
10 am to 3 pm

This Event Sponsored by the Deming Arts Council
100 5. Gold Ave., Deming, NM. Phone: 575-546-3663.

Email: demingarts@hotmail.com.
Also at www.demingarts.com and on Facebook.
Deadline for artist applications: November 20, 2022

Tha projest s supoied inpart by New Menkcw s, 0 v afche Deporsmars of Cutur & ond by the Nstoms ndownsee! for the ety

breaking stride and tossing their
heads. They were starting to
look like a nervous herd rather
than a group of horses that prac-
tice for this every day.

It’'s a testament to the skill of
the riders that they were able
to keep this all together as their
role is to appear calm and quiet
in the saddle at all times. This
scene of one or two horses los-
ing it while most of the horses
were just about perfect was re-
peated through the many days of
ceremonies. | saw a policeman
watching the crowd get knocked
over when a horse in the proces-
sion going past him spun. At one
point there was a riderless horse
in the procession, meaning the
rider had come off. During some
cannon fire, one horse went
from a slow beautiful walk to
a flat-out canter, surprising the
rider who some how managed
to stay on and get things under
control before the horse headed
into the crowd.

It became obvious throughout
the ten days of ceremonies that
the magnitude of the event was
going to test many of the hors-
es designated to participate, and
near the end the decision was
made to remove horses from
some of the program to reduce
the risk to the public, the riders
or the horses, or to disrupt the
solemn proceedings. Despite
years of training and practice for
just such an event, some horses
could just not be anything but
horses on these particular days.
Nothing wrong with that in my
book. They're not machines.

On the other side of the world,
I caught another glimpse of
horses being horses in a very dif-
ferent kind of event. In this case
it was the opening ceremony of
the Pendleton Round-Up Rodeo,
one of the oldest and largest ro-
deo events of the year. In this
case, a young woman was riding
around the outside track in front
of the crowd, leading another
horse that was saddled but rider-
less, with cowboy boots turned
backwards in the stirrups, a
universal tribute to the passing
of someone special. The name
didn’t mean anything to me as
I don’t follow rodeo, but it was
clear the deceased was someone
loved and respected in this com-
munity.

The rider was his granddaugh-
ter I believe. She had a beautiful
calm horse and was obviously a
skilled and confident rider. The
pony horse was equally calm
and it was a pretty and moving
picture.

Just as she was completing
her lap around the stadium, a
photographer opened a gate and
came out to take some pictures,
kneeling down for the shot.
Once again, for a reason only
the horse knows, this person
coming out and kneeling down
was a trigger. The horse instant-
ly changed to a frightened flight

HORSES
continued on page 23




DESERT EXPOSURE

DECEMBER 2022 » 23

GARDEN
continued from page 16

down the garden for the season is review-
ing what worked or didn’t and planning
for next year. I'm dating myself by saying
that I loved looking at the “Monkey Ward”
catalog as a child to see what Santa might
bring. Looking through seed and plant
catalogs in the depth of winter fulfill that
function! One aspect of plants the cata-
logs emphasize is attractive fall color.

I lived in New England for 13 years, so
I've experienced the most intense fall col-
ors you can imagine. Our fall colors may
be less intense, but still appreciated. I
would like to introduce you to an excel-
lent plant that provides season round in-
terest and fantastic fruit to boot.

This shrub/small tree is called service-
berry (Amelanchier species) here in the
west because it blooms about the time
of the spring thaw, indicating to the pi-
oneers that basic services like funerals,
baptisms, and marriages could be per-
formed. It’s also called saskatoon, june-

—

Serviceberry in summer. (Photos by
Betty Lambright)

berry, or shadbush depending on where
you live in the continental US. The beau-
tiful white flowers produce blueberry-like
fruits in June, much loved by wildlife and
humans.

People compare the taste to a cross
between a blueberry and apple. The ser-
viceberry’s fall color is also reminiscent
of blueberry bushes, as can be seen in
the adjacent photo. Blueberries cannot
be successfully grown here due to the al-
kaline soil, but serviceberries are totally
adapted to our soils. The serviceberries

Serviceberry in the fall.

in my back yard were schlepped from
southern Colorado to Silver City, and af-
ter a season spent recovering from the
move are producing again.

I do have a couple of caveats about
growing serviceberries in this region.
First, they seem to like higher elevations.
Some horticulturists have noted the
plants are happier at 4500-feet or higher.
Second, they will need additional mois-
ture, especially during the fruiting stage
in late spring.

I have partially solved the moisture is-

sue by creating rain gardens around the
plants. Rain gardens and their creation
will be discussed in a future article.

People in New England may brag
about fall colors, but WE know where
Georgia O’Keeffe got her color combo
inspirations. I see it through my kitchen
window nearly every evening, as well as
in the stunning art coming from our re-
gional artists. Moreover, I don’t have to
freeze my “you know what” off for sever-
al months of the year to experience a few
fleeting weeks of intense color. I consider
that a change for the better!

Betty Lambright has 40-plus years
of experience i gardening and
landscape design. She has a master’s
degree 1n resource
management and
administration with
an emphasis on water
conservation. She lives
in Silver City and can be reached at
betty. lambright@gmazl.com.
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animal, backing up and spinning
and looking for a way out. The
rope on the pony horse got tan-
gled up. Other people involved
in the event had come out on
the track and had to jump out
of the way to avoid getting run
over. Somehow the rider kept
her cool and held on to the other
horse, even when her horse bolt-
ed through the now open gate.
Keep in mind this rider had
gone around the entire arena
with people taking pictures,
music playing and an announc-
er talking about the person the
rodeo community had lost. None

of that bothered the horse, but
one photographer kneeling on
the track was something differ-
ent and threatening at that mo-
ment in time for this horse. A
calm, collected picture became
something else in the blink of an
eye.

You may ask why horse sto-
ries like these are worthy of a
column about horsemanship.
For me, they emphasize what
is at the very core of today’s ap-
proach to horsemanship. The
best horsemen no longer believe
in breaking a horse to the point
where they lose their spirit and
the qualities unique to their spe-
cies. Today it’s about gentling,
teaching and developing a horse,

and accepting his nature and all
that goes with that, including
sometimes unexpected behav-
ior. None of the horses in these
stories were disciplined, either
in the moment or back at the
barn, because these top riders
all know and accept horses are
what they are, and reactions to
new or different things, or may-
be even things they've seen a
hundred times before, may sur-
prise us but mean something to
them.

No matter how well-trained
they are or how skilled you are,
it's a good reminder to see the
best trained horses in the world
behave like horses. The good
horseman or woman never for-

gets this and never falls asleep
at the switch. They ride every
stride because you just never
know.

Scott Thomson lives in Silver
City and teaches natural

s i

horsemanship
and _foundation
traiming. You
can contact him
at hsthomson@
msn.com or 575-
388-1830.

“You become
responsible forever
for what you've
tamed.”

—Antaine de Saint-Exupéry

Scott Thomson
Horsemanship

___ Silver City, NM = (575) 388-1830
hsthomson@msn.com
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GILA ANIMAL CLINIC

Liggy
Several Flame PT Cats

SPONSORED BY
MONIKA AND JOHN

Meli, Dilute Tortie
Female

HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

) REDGE AND PHYLLIS

The High Desert Humane Society

3050 Cougar Wy, Silver City NM « 575-538-9261 « PO Box 1973 Silver City, NM 88062

Lobby open Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30, Satudays 8:30am-5:00pm.
Animal viewing is from 11:00am to close of business. Closed Sunday and Monday.
ADOPT-A-PET SPONSORED BY YOUR LOCAL PET LOVERS!

SPONSORED BY

Lilo, Tabby
Female, 1yr

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

Husky, Female, 1yr L

Onyx (@

SPONSORED BY HIGH DESERT
HUMANE SOCIETY BOARD

Penny
Tabby Female, 2 mos.

SPONSORED BY
BERT STEINZIG

S e
N
|
Various kittens
_ Daisy
! W Koda
Blu Bubbles Gomez, Chihuahua Mix Jack
Russie Female, spayed, 4yrs77Qgg Male, 1yr %obeman male, 2-3yrs
SPONSORED BY SPONSOREDBY @@ SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE Q@ DESERT EXPOSURE DESERT EXPOSURE

Monthly
Vaccination
S Clinic
Second Saturday
9-Noaon

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

.

Lney
ChiWeenie, Female, 2 yrs

SPONSORED BY
¢ CHARIS MOSELY
.

Stacy
Lab mix, Female, 1yr

OUR PAWS CAUSE THRIFT SHOP

703 N. Bullard, SC NM, Open Wed-Sat 10am to 2pm, 575-313-1929
Donations needed! We want to expand and build a new Adoption Center. Please help.

To JoiN THE PeT PAGE cONTACT DESERT EXPOSURE AT 575-524-8061
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909 N. Hudson

: §75-597-0378
. Edibles

. Concentrates Coming Soon
to Las Cruces!
. Prerolls

» Hash 115 N. Silver Ave.

. Much more! Deming, NM
575-654-3°778

wa Please Consume Responsibly” For use only by adults 21 and older; g
" Keep out of reach of children; this product is not approved by the FDA to treat,
S cure, or prevent any disease. FDA has not evaluated this product for safety, o™
—  effectiveness, and quality; Do not drive a motor vehicle or operate machinery
while under the influence of cannabis; there may be long term adverse health g
effects from consumption of cannabis, including additional risks for women who \*\\?"
= are or may become pregnant or are breastfeedmg \ /‘
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