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Rustic wedding 
Firmly located in the Southwest region of the 
United States, Las Cruces is home to many 
western-themed weddings. Hay bales and cowboy 
boots, boot-shaped glasses and burlap table clothes, 
horse and carriage – the possibilities are endless 
for this classic theme. The wedding ceremony can 
be held in a decorated barn, or it can be held in a 
church out in the country, with the reception in the 
barn. This theme can be subtle or showy and there’s 
plenty of room for personalization. 

Beach wedding 
Whether held on the beautiful beaches of Hawaii 
or in the backyard of the brides’ parents, there are 
so many ways to have fun with a beach-themed 
wedding. Flowers and tiki torches can easily set 
the mood, and with white and blue decorations 
combined with light-colored dress for both the 
couple and the guests, the beach-themed wedding 
can be laid back and affordable. This theme begs for 
an outdoor setting, so weather and season will be a 
factor when planning this type of wedding. 

Renaissance
This theme calls for guests to take part! With 
scrolls, crests and jesters, this theme harks back 
to an era of knights in shining armor, royalty and 
peasant life. Creativity abounds and possibilities are 
endless. There are several colors that would work 
well for this theme: royal blue, green, burgundy, 
purple, red, gold and silver. The bride can wear a 

floral with the groom in royal best. There were so 
many marriage traditions in practice during this 
time period, don’t be scared to incorporate one or 
two in your wedding!

Travel-themed wedding
Do the bride and groom share a love of travel, 
or maybe just a love of maps? Give this theme a 
look. Air-mail themed stationary for the wedding 
invitations will raise a guest’s eyebrow in anticipa-
tion. Props will be the deciding factor for how far 
you want to take this theme – globes, maps, planes, 
postcards, compasses, luggage. The guests’ gifts can 
center around the theme as well – paper planes, 
passport covers, tote bags, for example. The wed-
ding or reception can be held in a hangar or on a 
runway; the possibilities are endless when it comes 
to the love of travel.

For the love of sports
You’ve already fallen in love with someone who 
loves sports just as much as you do; now it’s time 
to show everyone. Jerseys for the bride and groom, 
or every guest, could be worn. The wedding could 
be held on a football field, or a traditional wedding 
could be followed with a reception on the field. 
A mutual love of golf ? Have a ceremony on your 
favorite gold course! Guests will want to feel your 
love of sports, so gift them with various items from 
your favorite sport – personalized balls, bats and 
racquets, for example. How big or small you go 
with this theme is up to you! 

Endless possibilitiesEndless possibilities

Is a themed wedding for you?
By Christophe Chino
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EngagementEngagement

Engagement rings and wedding bands: 
the sparkle and promise of forever

MM
ind your C’s and Q’s. 
That’s the advice long-time jeweler Keith 
Austin gives customers shopping for 

wedding bands and engagement rings.
The C’s are color, clarity, cut and carat (you could 

add a fifth C for cost); the Q’s are quality and 
quantity.

It’s hard to imagine anyone who knows more 
about rings than Austin, who has been a jeweler in 
Las Cruces for 40 years. He opened Austin’s Fine 
Jewelers almost 32 years ago, moving it to its pres-
ent location at 230 E. Idaho Ave. in 1997. The store 
includes Austin’s Ring Museum, which houses 
about 40 percent of Austin’s personal collection of 
nearly 10,000 rings from around the world, some 
dating to ancient times. 

Austin said many of his customers are young 
men shopping for engagement rings for their girl-
friends. “They have no clue about jewelry,” he said. 
So, Austin gives each one a small magnifying glass 
and encourages them to closely examine the rings 
they are interested in, paying attention to things 
like inclusions (natural “birthmarks”), coloring 
(completely colorless diamonds are rare; most have 
some hint of brown or yellow) and the quality of 
the cut. 

Customers often pay more attention to a 
diamond’s size (one carat equals 200 milligrams 

in weight) than any other factor, Austin said, and 
that’s where the Q’s come in, with Austin suggest-
ing as much attention be paid to quality (back to 
the four C’s) as to quantity (carat weight).

Why choose a diamond for an engagement ring 
to begin with? It’s tradition, for one thing. Copy-
writer Mary Frances Gerety (1916-99) came up 
with the slogan “A diamond is forever” for DeBeers 
diamond company in 1947. Diamonds are also the 
hardest known gemstone, Austin said, and they 
come in a wide range of colors. Austin himself 
wears a large orange diamond on his right hand. 

The second hardest stone is a sapphire, Austin 
said, which can be the traditional blue or one of a 
wide range of other colors, including padparadscha, 
a rare pinkish orange. Rubies are actually red sap-
phires. All colors except blue or red are called fancy 
or parti-colored sapphires.  

“Don’t just look at the price tag,” is also Austin’s 
advice when choosing an engagement ring. The fi-
nal choice should be a piece of jewelry the wearer is 
proud of, that wears well through the years and can 
be handed down as a treasured family heirloom.

Here are some other facts and anecdotes about 
engagement and wedding rings, collected from a 
number of sources:

• Stone cuts include round, princess, emerald 

PHOTO BY TAYLOR’D PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY

By Mike Cook
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(rectangular), cushion, marquise (curved sides, 
pointed tips), oval, radiant (70 facets, to increase 
the sparkle), pear, asscher (octagonal, with 58 fac-
ets) and heart. 

• Engagement rings have existed since antiquity. 
Austin said the first ones may have been made of 
reed grass tied around a finger (hence the ex-
pression, “tying the knot”), which then dried and 
hardened.

• Engagement and wedding rings are typically 
worn on the fourth finger of the left hand because 
of the long-held belief that it contains a vein (the 
vena amoris) that leads directly to the heart. (In 
truth, all fingers have similar vein structures.) 
Throughout history, Austin said, engagement and 
wedding rings have been worn on all different 
fingers.

• Men started wearing wedding rings in larger 
numbers during and after World War II, Austin 
said. Jewelers convinced soldiers going overseas that 
a wedding ring was a good way to remember the 
wives they hopefully would be returning home to.

• The ring bearer’s pillow symbolizes the promise 
dreams about marital bliss coming true. A small 
child is typically asked to carry the pillow to sym-
bolize innocence and the future.
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AA
ug. 21, 2023, marks the 10th anniversa-
ry of the day Doña Ana County became 
the first county in the state to issue 

same-sex marriage licenses.
“I am among those privileged to officiate 

same-gender marriages that historic day, and all of 
us who were able stayed busy throughout the day,” 
said Jess Williams, an ordained minister and for-
mer Doña Ana County communications director. 
“I felt an enormous sense of pride and satisfaction 
to be taking part in New Mexico’s history. My hat 
is still off to then-(county) Clerk Lynn Ellins for 
his courage and leadership that eventually saw the 
state Supreme Court affirm his legal reasoning in 
the matter.”

In New Mexico, he said, there were a number of 
lawsuits pending around the state, “but it seemed 
to me the only way to advance the cause was to 
start issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples.

“Nowhere in statute does it say the marriage 
must be between a man and a woman,” Ellins said. 
“Feeling I had the 14th amendment on my side, I 
decided to issue licenses (to same-sex couples). My 
staff 100 percent was supportive. I asked if anyone 
wanted to excuse themselves, and no one did. I 
was really proud of that. It was the happiest day in 
my office in my eight years as county clerk.”

“I volunteered and started the second day doing 
free ceremonies in the clerk’s office conference 
room with county staff as witnesses,” said Las 
Cruces artist Bob Diven, who, in August 2013 had 

recently become an endorsed humanist celebrant, 
licensed to perform marriages. 

“Couples were coming from all across the 
state, and they didn’t have friends or family with 
them, so the staff would take turns standing in as 
witnesses,” said Diven, who performed 84 mar-
riages in two and a half days. “It felt like a celebra-
tion. I’d finish up with one wedding, and then one 
of the staff would poke her head into the doorway 
and say, ‘We’ve got another!’ and on we went. I did 
about 20-something weddings the first day, about 
40 the next,” he said. 

“I remember one couple drove all the way from 
Louisiana, because we were the closest state they 
could get married in,” Diven said. “I married two 
men who had been together for 42 years.

“The biggest thing I remember is that no matter 
how long the couples had been together, and no 
matter how much they would say that marriage 
wasn’t a big deal, once I pronounced them legally 
married, it was clear that this was a profound 
moment in their lives,” Diven said. “And it became 
completely clear to me that same-sex marriage was 
a human rights issue, not a political or social one.” 

Seven other counties followed Ellins’ lead, 
issuing same-sex marriage licenses in August and 
September, and in December 2013, “the New 
Mexico Supreme Court upheld my action,” Ellins 
said, ruling that county clerks must issue mar-
riage licenses to all qualified couples regardless of 
gender. 

Doña Ana County was a trendsetter 
on same-sex marriage

Marriage for allMarriage for all

PHOTO BY ELVA ÖSTERREICH

By Mike Cook
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Bridal traditions 
just may be true
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CC
an you imagine a bride planning her wedding 
without someone reciting the Old English 
rhyme, “Something old, something new, 

something borrowed, something blue?” 
Next time you hear it, remind everyone that there 

is actually one more line: “A sixpence in your shoe.” 
It’s all about starting out married life with good 

luck: “something old” for continuity, “something 
new” to look forward to, “something borrowed” 
bringing good fortune from an object loaned by a 
happily married friend or relative and “something 
blue” for the fidelity represented by that color and 
because, when the rhyme was created, blue was 
believed to ward off the evil eye. The sixpence, a 
silver British coin, represents prosperity. (If you 
have a sixpence to spare, the bride should carry it in 
her left shoe.)

The hope and expectation of fertility and the 
health of the new couple’s children was also built 
into the rhyme, which may date to an 1871 short 
story, “Marriage Superstitions, and the Miseries of 
a Bride Elect,” in St James’ Magazine.

An Indian couple married on Christmas Day 
1925 were married for almost 91 years – the 
longest marriage we could locate online – before 
the husband died in 2016. They were last reported 
living in Bradford, West Yorkshire, about 200 miles 
northwest of London, so these old English tradi-
tions may mean something after all.

Here are some good, old American wedding 
traditions, gathered from a host of online sources:

• Wedding invitations should be hand addressed 
to emphasize the importance and personal nature 
of the event.

• Rice is thrown at the bride and groom as they 
depart the wedding ceremony because it symbolizes 
rain, a sign of prosperity, fertility and good fortune. 
(By the way, people who falsely claim that the rice 
is bad for birds are called wedding meddlers.)

• The bride usually gets the first bite of the wed-
ding cake, fed to her by the groom, while she feeds 
him the second piece. This symbolizes sharing and 
support for each other.

• The groom traditionally carries the bridge over 
the threshold of the husband’s home because the 
spirit of the house was believed to reside there, and 
the new bride didn’t want to begin life in her new 
home by stepping on that spirit.

• Brides wore veils to ward off evil spirits. In 
the time of arranged marriages, it may also have 
served to keep the groom from seeing a bride he 
might not find appealing until after the ceremony 
was completed. In Victorian England, the weight, 
length and quality of the veil showed the bride’s 
status. 

• A much newer wedding tradition is first-look 
wedding photos, which allows the bride and groom 
to see each other hours before the wedding so the 
long process of wedding photos can be taken care 
of beforehand.

‘Something old,‘Something old,

something new’something new’

By Mike Cook
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WW
edding albums are a fixture in many 
homes, and wedding photos are among 
the most treasured keepsakes and im-

portant markers in many people’s lives. Brides 
and grooms want to look their very best for those 
forever photos, and, for the bride in particular, that 
includes not only her wedding dress and hair style, 
but also the condition of her skin.

“Skin care can have a lot of psychological effects,” 
said Innovative Aesthetics founder Nora Medina of 
Las Cruces.

She advises that brides-to-be plan a visit with 
her at least two months – and up to six months, if 
possible – before their wedding date. 

“My job is to make you feel better and take care 
of your skin,” said Medina, who said she believes in 
“healthy, quality skincare for all.” 

Medina treats all kinds of skin issues, she said, 
including everything from acne to age management. 

She can even help with skin care for people who 
are dealing with compromised skin as they recover 
from cancer or other illness.  

In fact, Medina was a finalist in the compro-
mised skin category in the 2019 Skin Games, as 
she completed an eight-week case study of a Las 
Cruces client diagnosed with lupus. Medina used 
an aggressive treatment program that included 
exfoliation, chemical peels, micro-needling and 
hydration, along with dietary changes and dry-

Consider a skin-
care professional

PHOTOS BY TAYLOR’D PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY

By Mike Cook

Elite Dermatology

We’re humbled and excited to announce that we 
have been selected #1 by the  

Bulletin’s Best of Mesilla Valley in two categories:  
•Best Medical Dermatologist
•Best Cosmetic Dermatologist  

We look forward to continuing to serve  you for  

all your medical  and cosmetic dermatology needs!  

Thank You!

1005 S. Telshor Ste A, Las Cruces 
575-262-SKIN

Locally  
Owned 

&  
Operated

skin treatment that got the client’s skin “to a really 
healthy space,” she said.

Medina charges $35-$190 for treatments that 
provide permanent results, she said.

She takes a holistic approach to her work, 
reviewing a client’s health and lifestyle choices as 
they impact skin care. Her innovative care may in-
clude treatment options that a client had not been 
previously even aware of. 

“I treat the whole person,” Medina said. 
She even has an in-suite lab at her spa in Walnut 

Professional Plaza, 780 S. Walnut St. 
Medina has an associates degree of applied 

science from New Mexico State University. She is a 
certified esthetician (skin care technician), clinical 
medical assistant, laser technician and permanent 
makeup and paramedical tattoo artist.

Medina has been in the skincare business for 16 
years and has lived and worked in Las Cruces since 
2014. 

You may also know her as an actor and director 
in local theatre, where her credits include “Little 
Shop of Horrors,” “The World Goes Round,” “Cab-
aret” and “Young Frankenstein” the musical.

For more information, call 575-647-8925. Visit 
innovativeaestheticsspa.com.

Looking Looking 

your bestyour best
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II
f you’re hearing wedding bells … you might 
be standing outside the Doña Ana County 
Clerk’s office.

The clerk’s office issues 1,100-1,400 marriage 
licenses a year, said Angelica Valenzuela, the re-
cording and filing supervisor.

The clerk’s office issues marriage licenses by 
appointment, Valenzuela said. Applications can be 
submitted online at www.donaanacounty.org/de-
partments/elected-officials/clerk/marriage-license.

There is a $25 license fee.
Both applicants need to attend the meeting at 

the clerk’s office, Valenzuela said, and should bring 
proof of age and identity. 

Once the marriage takes place – the license does 
not have an expiration date – the couple has 90 
days to file the marriage certificate. The marriage 
must take place in New Mexico, she said, and the 
couple should have at least two witnesses in atten-
dance at the ceremony.

The clerk’s office does not have the authority 
to perform wedding ceremonies, Valenzuela said, 
and does not make recommendations of officiants. 
However, “ministers have contacted our office and 
provided us with contact information, Valenzuela 
said, and the clerk’s office provides a list of poten-
tial officiants “as a courtesy to couples who have 
not already made arrangements with a wedding 
officiant.”

Both County Clerk Amanda López Askin and 
Chief Deputy Caroline Zamora are ordained to 
perform marriage ceremonies outside the scope of 

their jobs in the clerk’s office, López Askin said.  
The clerk’s office is in the Doña Ana County Gov-
ernment Building, 845 N. Motel Blvd. and is open 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Call 575-647-7421. 

Clerk’s office issues about 
100 marriage licenses a month

PHOTO BY ELVA ÖSTERREICH

By Mike Cook
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TT
hey’ve held their tongues when you decided 
to change their hairstyles in the wedding yet 
again and bought you wine when you didn’t 

fit into your dream wedding dress. They organized 
an earthshakingly epic – and never to be spoken 
of again – bachelor party. How do you thank the 
people closest to you for standing by you, and pos-
sibly shelling out a good deal of their own money, 
at your wedding? By giving them amazing wedding 
attendant gifts.

• The useful gift. One wine glass with their name 
or your name, to be stashed in the back of their 
cabinets until a fateful yard sale comes? Don’t risk 
it; order a set of nice wine glasses they can use for 
years to come.

• The personal gift. Did your boisterous friend get 
you behind the VIP lines at your bachelor party? 
Did your quiet friend keep track of the spending 

Remembering your guestsRemembering your guests

Tips for gifting wedding attendants

and get coupons for drinks online? Give one tickets 
to a beer tasting and an updated version of the best 
accounting software to the other. You know your 
friends best.

• The traditional gift with a modern twist. 
Instead of matching compact cases or flip flops, 
how about matching iPhone cases in your wedding 
colors? Instead of unhealthy cigars, how about a 
fitness monitor for their shoes? Consider tradition 
a guideline – not a rule.
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YY
ou might say New Mexico state Sen. Bill 
Soules and Las Cruces Mayor Pro Tempore 
Kasandra Gandara were drawn together.

Soules and Gandara had been engaged for almost 
six years, but were waiting for the New Mexico 
Legislature to redrawn state Senate districts so they 
would be living in the same district and could get 
married without either one having to move house. 

It finally happened when state House and Senate 
district lines were redrawn last year following the 
2020 census.

Soules joking called it “gerrymandering for love.” 
“I’m now her senator,” said Soules, who was elected 

to the state Senate in 2012 and re-elected in 2016 
and 2020.

“It makes sense where we moved the lines,” he said. 
Before the 2020 redistricting, “He missed being 

my senator by three or four houses,” said Gandara, 
who was elected to the Las Cruces City Council in 
2015 and re-elected in 2019. She has been mayor pro 
tempore since 2021. 

Soules and Gandara were married Nov. 25, 2022 
– the day after Thanksgiving – at Hacienda de Las 
Cruces.

Gandara said the two met when Soules was a 
member of the Las Cruces Public Schools Board of 
Education and she was president of the parent teach-
er organization at Booker T. Washington Elementary, 
where her children were attending school.

Their first date was attending a Labor Day wine 
festival together more than 11 years ago, Soules said. 
They became engaged Dec. 6, 2016, while on a cruise 
ship near Roatán, an island off the northern coast of 
Honduras, when Soules asked Gandara if they should 
take the cruise again on their honeymoon.

“He popped the question,” Gandara said. “I was 
shocked. He had planned it; he had talked to my 
children, to my whole family. Obviously, I said yes.”

The couple has been planning the wedding for the 
past seven or eight months, Gadara said.

“We’re so excited,” she said. “I’m so happy we found 
each other.”

Politicians wed after districts are re-drawn
By Mike Cook

Drawn togetherDrawn together

COURTESY PHOTOS
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LL
ocal florists suggest three to six months 
ahead of the wedding date is a good time 
to have a consultation with a florist to plan 

flowers for the event. Anything less can be more 
difficult, depending on what type of flowers are 
chosen.

Starting with the flowers and colors of the bridal 
bouquet is a likely first step, followed by selections 

for other members of the wedding party and any 
additional flowers for the wedding venue and the 
reception.  

If a bride is open to a variety of colors, some-
times mixed together in her bouquet, she might be 
delightfully surprised at the contrast and beauty of 
the total effect.

Some flower choices are traditional, others reflect 

Accentuate the beauty of the occasion
Flower arrangementsFlower arrangements

PHOTO BY ELVA ÖSTERREICH
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• Red – passion and desire, beauty and cour-
age. Think red roses, carnations, tulips, red 
protea, peonies.

• White – modesty and elegance, humility 
and reverence, and pure beauty. Think white 
roses, gardenias, lilies, baby’s breath, chrysan-
themums.

• Lavender – femininity, refinement and 
grace. Think lavender roses, waxflower, 
statice (sea lavender), snapdragons, lavender 
matsumoto asters, lavender stock.

• Blue – peace, calm and serenity. Think blue 
hydrangea, delphinium, iris, larkspur, blue 
stock.

• Pink – happiness, gentility and grace. Think 
pink rosebuds, long-stemmed roses, camel-
lia, carnations, alstroemeria, blushing lilies, 
tulips, pink stargazer lilies.

• Yellow – happiness, joyful new beginnings. 
Think yellow roses, daffodils, chrysanthe-
mums, lilies, gerbera daisies, alstroemeria, 
cymbidium orchids, tulips.

• Purple – royalty and dignity. Think purple 
alstroemeria, violets, purple carnations, 
tulips.

• Orange – passion and confidence. Think 
orange Asiatic lilies, gerbera daisies, carna-
tions, bi-color orange roses, rust chrysanthe-
mums, fiery lilies, birds of paradise.

• Green – nature, optimism and renewal, and 
can complement every other bloom. Think 
green carnations, button spray chrysanthe-
mums, green viburnum, cybidium orchids, 
and assorted greens, including lily grass, bu-
pleurum, philodendron and calathea leaves.

Wedding FlowerWedding Flower

SymbolismSymbolism

PHOTOS BY TAYLOR’D PHOTOGRAPHY &
 VIDEOGRAPHY

newer trends.  In the traditional category, brides 
want to carry something “old” or “borrowed,” and 
a family member’s keepsake brooch or ribbon may 
be included in her bouquet.  A newer economical 
trend finds both brides’ and attendants’ bouquets of 
fresh flowers with stems left unwrapped for later 
placement in a vase at the reception. Another con-
temporary trend is for brides to have two bouquets 
– one to carry at the wedding and keep and another 
to “toss” at the reception.

Florists say roses and carnations are beautiful 
flowers that are popular, economical and almost 
always available. But don’t opt for too many roses 
during February or May when, due to the high 
demand on Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day, they 
are more expensive. However, a few roses mixed 
with other flowers can be budget-friendly. Request 
tulips for winter weddings, but not in July when 
they are out of season. Choosing silk flowers, or 
adding a few to a fresh bouquet, is also an econom-
ical option.

It’s possible to save money on delivery charges by 
transporting flowers yourself if the order is small. 
But large orders should be professionally delivered 
to keep blooms fresh, especially white flowers that 
bruise easily.

Bringing homegrown flowers to a florist to 
arrange to save money is not an option.  Flowers 
arranged by a florist must be guaranteed bug and 
disease-free, with a stamp of approval from the U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture.

When working with florists, make sure they are 
aware of your budget so they can help you stay on 
track with it.
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Steps to change your name
YY

ou were that girl. You scribbled new name 
combinations in your notebook with the 
current boyfriend since middle school. 

Would you take his name? Would you hyphenate? 
Would you be a Ms. instead? Or, you are a modern 
man, deciding that her last name sounds infinitely 
better with your first name. Now is the time to get 
the pass to change your name.

Here at the steps you’ll need to walk through:

• Head over to the U.S. Social Security Ad-
ministration office, 2141 Summit Court, fill 
out the application for a name change. You’ll 
need your marriage license, proof of identity 
and proof of citizenship. You should receive 
your card within 10 business days. Alterna-
tively, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/forms/
ss-5.pdf, fill out the form, mail it along with 
the documents requested to prove your iden-
tity, and your new card will arrive, along with 
your documents.  

• Next, go to the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles for a new mugshot. Bring your marriage 
license and your new Social Security card. 
The fee is $18 for a four-year license and $34 
for an eight-year license. 

• Take some time to list all of your person-
al accounts, from Netflix and PayPal to a 
Dillard’s account and your local credit union 
account. Follow each institutions’ procedure 
for changing a name. Often this includes 
mailing or faxing copies of your marriage 
certificate or other documents. At the bank, 
bring your driver’s license and marriage 
license and get new debit cards and checks. 
Note: There may be fees associated with 
ordering new cards and checks. 

• Lastly, remember to take time to update 
your will with your new name and new mar-
riage status, making sure that if the worst 
happens, your spouse can now take care of 
you easily. 



LAS CRUCES BULLETIN PERFECT SOUTHWEST WEDDINGS | 17

Advertisers’ Index
The Grapevine Plaza ........................................ 2
La Posta de Mesilla .......................................... 5
Hacienda de Mesilla ......................................... 5
Livingston Bridal & Events ................................ 7
Elite Dermatology .......................................... 10
The Dickerson Group ..................................... 11
Nothing Bundt Cakes ..................................... 12
Flowerama ...................................................... 14
Kind Bread Co. ............................................... 16
Osito’s Biscochitos ......................................... 16
Insta-Copy Imaging ........................................ 17
Rob-E DJ ........................................................ 17
Double Eagle .................................................. 19
Otero Entertainment ...................................... 19
Heart of the Desert Pistachios & Wine .......... 19
NNMSU Conference Services ........................ 20

TT
hank you notes are a touch of class that 
sometimes falls by the wayside in our modern 
emailing times. However, if you want to show 

true appreciation for people who took time to come 
to your wedding a handwritten note is best.
• You’ll be busy during the wedding. Get one of 

your attendants or a vigilant relative to hover 
over an area you’ve set aside for gifts. Have 
them make sure all gifts are identified by person 
by either a card or by having your helper write 
the gift-giver’s name on the outside.

• Get a pack of empty note cards and a new pen. 
Have the cards say “thank you” on the front, and 
maybe a short line on the inside, but leave room 
for a personal note from you.

• Reference their gift in your handwritten note. 
A vase? You’ll love the fresh flowers with which 
you’ll be able to liven up your new marital 
home. A bread machine? The fastest way to 
your spouse’s heart is through carbs and they’ve 
helped you do that. Explain that their gift has 
value to what they came to support – your 
marriage. 

• Never fear the money gift. Tell them how it will 
help to spruce up a new shared bathroom. Ex-
plain that you failed to realize you’ll need new 
sheets. They are making a new home and a new 
start possible, and for that, you are grateful.

Don’t forget 
thank-you notes
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Two years to 12 months before the wedding
☐ Set a date
☐ Determine budget and discuss
☐ Shop for and choose ceremony, reception locations
☐  Determine the need for a wedding planning 

professional

Twelve to nine months before the wedding
☐ Select wedding attendants
☐ Select wedding officiant
☐ Determine wedding colors and themes
☐ Shop for and choose wedding dress and accessories
☐ Shop for and choose bridal party clothes, accessories
☐ Determine guest list
☐  Choose professionals such as a photographer,  

videographer, disc jockey, caterer, musicians  
and florist

Six to nine months before the wedding
☐  Select flowers for bouquets, centerpieces, 

altar displays, corsages, etc.
☐ Reserve wedding-day transportation
☐ Make honeymoon travel accommodations
☐  Reserve accommodations for out-of-town 

wedding guests
☐ Register for wedding gifts

Four to six months before the wedding
☐  Select tuxedos for groom, groomsmen, 

fathers of bride and groom
☐ Select wedding cake

TIMELINE FOR WEDDING PLANNING
☐ Purchase rings
☐  Choose and order invitations and other 

printed material
☐  Advise employers, schedule vacation 

time accordingly

Two to four months before the wedding
☐ Select reception accessories
☐ Mail invitations two months in advance
☐ Purchase attendant gifts
☐  Write or select wedding vows and meet with 

officiant to review ceremony
☐ Make bar/beverage arrangements

One month before the wedding
☐ Final fittings for all attire
☐ Confirm all reservations
☐  Make appointments for massage, hair, makeup 

and manicure
☐  Obtain all legal documents and apply for 

marriage license

One week before the wedding
☐ Confirm head count with catering hall
☐ Begin packing for wedding day and honeymoon

Night before the wedding
☐ Rehearsal dinner
☐ Give out wedding attendant gifts
☐ Lay out wedding attire
☐ Get a good night’s sleep

To do list:
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A STUNNING LOCATION 
FOR YOUR SPECIAL DAY

Our dedicated professional event planners 
right here at NMSU are ready to assist you in 
planning a memorable special event! 

For more information
Call: 575-646-4805
Email: conference@nmsu.edu 
Visit: Corbett Center, Suite 317

FROM THE BRIDAL SHOWER  
& REHEARSAL DINNER, TO THE 
CEREMONY & RECEPTION, WE 
HAVE A VARIETY OF OPTIONS FOR 
YOUR SPECIAL DAY. 

BRIDAL OR COUPLES’ SHOWER

REHEARSAL DINNERS

CEREMONY & RECEPTION


