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Experience Southern New Mexico

BLAZIN‘ 
BREWFEST 
IS BACK

Brewers Guild 
brings 18 breweries 
to downtown Las 
Cruces for sampling.
PAGE 5

ESTABLISHED IN 1996

MEDICAL & RECREATIONAL DISPENSARY
CANNA COMPANY

Grown with Pride in Southern NM 909 N. Hudson
Silver City NM
575-597-0378

115 N. Silver Ave.
Deming, NM
575-654-3778

“Please Consume Responsibly”  For use only by adults 21 and older;   Keep out of  reach of  children; this product is not approved by the FDA to treat, cure,  
or prevent any disease. FDA has not evaluated this product for safety,  effectiveness, and quality;  Do not drive a motor vehicle or operate machinery while under 
 the influence of  cannabis; there may be long term adverse health effects from consumption of  cannabis, including additional risks for women who are or may  
become pregnant or are breastfeeding. 

COMING SOON!
Stores in Las Cruces 

& Sunland Park!
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Charming Southwest style home just minutes up Highway 15 from 32nd Street/ 
Bypass Rd.  4 bedroom, 2 bath home plus office with outstanding views. Split 
floor plan, large living room w/cathedral ceilings, formal dining room and on CITY 
water. Bathrooms have been upgraded with new Talavera sinks, tile countertops 
and decorative mirrors. New appliances (2021) including granite countertops and a 
hammered copper farmhouse sink. The yard has native landscaping, fruit trees w/a 
drip system and 2 greenhouses. Detached 1 car garage w/workshop and storage. 
Lots of wildlife, privacy and RV access.  MLS 39351. $478,500

9 miles north of Historic Downtown Silver City, Nestled on 4 private 
wooded acres. Custom cabinets, antler chandelier, juniper stairway and mantel, 
central vacuum with an auto-dustpan feature, and Pella Windows. A formal 
dining room, private office/4th bedroom and two primary bedrooms, one on 
the main floor with walk-in shower, Downstairs is another private bedroom and 
great room/kitchenette and a two car attached garage. MLS 39214. $765,000

Solar dream home w/open floor plan layout. 400 amp service, 27 solar panel 
installation, Generac whole home back-up generator, almost 7 acres bordering 
BLM.  Vaulted ceilings,  kitchen with large granite prep island and custom 
cabinetry. Primary bedroom w/ office space. The main level has two bedrooms, 
Downstairs is a fully equipped 1200 sq/ft apt. with separate entrance. Great 
rental potential.  The 2000 sq/ft shop  ready to suit your needs, including 
already being ducted for A/C and Heat.  MLS39527. $799,000

Beautiful lot in La Gila Encantada Subdivision. This 
3.65 acre lot has spectacular views of the mountains 
and Gomez Peak. It is also a two minute drive to the 
Gila National Forest and just minutes from town. 
Site built only, city water and electric available. 
Beautiful views and ready for your new home!  
MLS 39548. $75,000. 

Main Office: 120 E. 11th St., Silver City NM • Toll Free (866)538-0404 •Office (575)538-0404
www.bettersilvercity.com | karen@bettersilvercity.com

Mimbres Office: 2991 Highway 35, Mimbres NM • Toll Free (866)538-0404 •Office (575)574-8798
www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com | robin@bettersilvercity.com

3,000 sq ft log home  on 217+/- acres, with Forest and BLM boundaries. Cus-
tom details make this log home plus guest home incredibly unique! Extensive 
native stonework, hand hewn juniper railings and hand forged steel hardware 
throughout. Power is off grid and boasts a 14 Kw Solar array. Detached garage 
and  Association owned 6,000 sq/ft Headquarters, for guests and entertaining, 
and shared use of the almost 7,000 acre Greenwood Canyon Ranch.  
MLS 39604. $1,155,000

Charming home in the Mining District. Beau-
tiful kitchen and large open living areas. bathed in 
natural light Tiled showers and floors in bathrooms 
are just a few of the upgraded features. Xeriscaped 
landscaped front yard add to the southwest vibe of 
this property.  MLS 39500. $139,000

Cozy adobe fixer-upper with 2 bedroom, 1 bath-
room 1350 sf. with 1 stall carport. Lots of closets, 
storage and built ins. Detached screen porch and 
patio. Detached building that is perfect for studio, 
office, additional bedroom or workshop. New water 
heater. Corner lot on 2 dead end streets with fully 
fenced yard. Located near the Boston Hill trail sys-
tem trailhead, Noble Park and WNMU. Needs work. 
CASH ONLY, sold as-is.  MLS 39599. $139,000

2019 doublewide with 4 bedrooms / 2 bath-
rooms. Split floor plan. Large master bedroom with 
huge walk-in closet.  Double doors into large master 
bathroom with soaking tub and shower. Office area 
with built in desk and closet.  Laminate tile flooring 
throughout. All electric. 2 lots totaling 1.5 acres. MH 
Title is now inactive with green tag. MLS 39465. 
$169,000

Located at Lake Roberts Heights! All season  
getaway for fishing, hiking, birding and hunting 
in GMU 16B/24. 2 bedroom/2 bath 1310 sq. feet. 
Woodstove and on-grid solar. 1 car oversized garage 
with workshop & carport plus RV carport with hook-
ups. Enjoy 3 decks, gazebo, fire pit and green house 
shed. Walking distance to the Gila National Forest, 
Lake Roberts and Spirit Canyon pictographs. Short 
drive to the boat ramp. MLS 39585. $245,000

• DAN COOK, QUALIFYING BROKER •

Rural property, minutes from town is a 4 
bedroom, 2 bath manufactured home on 4 acres.  
Covered front deck with amazing views, split floor 
plan, large country kitchen, two living areas, tape/
textured walls freshly painted and on CITY water.  
Large workshop/storage shed with power and 2 
Connex’s also with power.  Schedule a showing 
today! MLS 39597. $249,900

Postcards from 
the Edge

We invite you to participate in 
our Postcards from the Edge 

feature by taking a photo of 
yourself, friends, family or all of 

these holding up Desert Ex-
posure whether you are trav-
eling abroad or have visitors 
in town. Send the photo with 
the place and the names to 

editor@desertexposure.com, 

Almost 25 years ago I signed up with 
a new company called Netflix. I 
think I was paying a little over $4 

a month and getting as many movies on disk 
in the mail a as fast as I could watch and return 
them. As I have always loved film, that was a 
lot.

In college, I went to so many movies (at the 
$1 theater) my step-father dubbed me “enter-
tainment-monger,” I suppose I am still that 
way. But times change and streaming is now 
the thing. Netflix was certainly at the forefront 
of that medium too, for just over $7, I could 
get most of the movies in their catalog on my 
home screen. The phrase “Netflix and Chill” 

was born, many other entities jumped on that 
streaming bandwagon looking for a share of 
my pocketbook. 

Today I have subscriptions to several of 
those. They vie for my attention with selection 
and quality products and sadly, Netflix has fall-
en behind in selection but costs the most, now 
drawing more than $17 a month from my bank 
account. Time to change, to let go. It’s hard, 
I feel like I was there at the beginning and 
should stick with it. But, well, there are things 
I still want to do with my life and all these bits 
here and there are eating away at me.

I must add that to my change list, let go of 
Netflix, rearrange the shed, shift the look of 

Desert Exposure. I guess you noticed, we have 
a new printer and a new shape. It’s another 
change, and I find I love the new look, it ac-
tually gives me more freedom with design and 
space to share with you. Happy to have you, 
my loyal readers, marching with me onward 
into the future.

Elva K. Österreich is editor of Desert Exposure 
and would love to meet Desert Exposure 
readers in Silver City or any of our coverage 
areas. Please contact her at editor@
desertexposure. com or by cell phone at 575-
443-4408 to set a place and time to meet.

Putting the Past Behind Us
Welcoming what might be coming next

EDITOR’S NOTE | ELVA K. ÖSTERREICH
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Desert Exposure is published monthly and distributed free of 
charge at choice establishments throughout southern New Mexico. 
Mail subscriptions are $54 plus tax for 12 issues. Single copies by 
mail $5. All contents © 2023 Osteen Media Group, LLC. All rights 
reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced without 
written permission. 

All rights to material by outside contributors revert to the author. 
Views expressed in articles, advertisements, graphics and/or photos 
appearing in Desert Exposure do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the editors or advertisers.

Desert Exposure is not responsible for unsolicited submissions 
of articles or artwork. Submissions by mail must include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope for reply or return. It will be assumed 
that all submissions, including email letters, are intended for 
publication. All submissions, including letters to the editor, may be 
edited for length, style and content.

JUNE DEADLINES
All stories and notices for the editorial 

section due Monday, May, 15.
Space Reservation and ad copy 

due Monday, May 22.
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#83 “Desert Dumbfounder” by Dave Thomas is a simple substitution cipher; one letter stands for 
another. Solution is by trial and error. Solution will appear in next month’s Desert Exposure.
Send full solution, or just the Secret Words, to nmsrdave@swcp.com, and be recognized! 

Use the answer key below to track your clues, and reveal Secret Words!

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z

Clue: V = K, X = B

Previous Solution: "AS I WRITE THIS, ON A WEDNESDAY AFTER-
NOON IN LAS CRUCES, MY TEETH ARE FULL OF GRIT, GRIME AND 

CRUNCHY BITS OF SAND THAT WERE IN DEMING THIS MORNING."
-RICHARD COLTHARP *Secret Words:”MARCH WINDS FLY”

Congrats to #82 solvers : Will Adams*, 

Mike Arms*, Kaustuv Sengupta*,  Sue 
Merrick*, Skip Howard*, David Pino*, Jill 
Larsen*, Shorty Vaiza*, and Connie Tull*!

"ANOJD N PLDE KZ FDLD, N FGMD GUEGTA ADDO HFD BLPGOA, 

HFD JBOHBKL, GA XGANJGUUT G CDHGZFBL WBL UNWD. HFDLD'A 

GUEGTA ZDGVA GOY MGUUDTA." - ZGNOHDL LKAF GUUDO

TIPS:www.nmsr.org/secretword.htm and www.nmsr.org/cypher-how2.jpg 
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PHOTO 
OF THE 
MONTH

“Springtime at Spring 
Canyon State Park near 

Deming” by Kathleen 
“Leeny” Forbes.

If you have a favorite 
recent photo depicting 

the nature of life of 
southern New Mexico 
please share it with us 
and we will consider it 

for publication. Submit 
photos to editor@

desertexposure.com 
or stick it in the mail to : 

Desert Exposure, 1740-
A Calle de Mercado, Las 

Cruces, NM 88005.

We would like to hear from you, so please 
don’t hesitate to share your thoughts.

We welcome letters to the editor includ-
ing your opinions and feedback regarding 
news, events and issues published here. Tra-
ditional letters to the editor offer an oppor-
tunity to start a new discussion, share your 
opinions or provide information you believe 
is of interest to other readers.

Desert Exposure reserves the right to re-
view, edit or refuse letters to the editor. In-
clude your full name, city, state and phone 

number. 
Only your name and city will appear in 

print, but we need to be able to verify the 
author.

The views and opinions expressed in 
letters to the editor published by Desert 
Exposure do not necessarily reflect those 
of Desert Exposure or its advertisers. It is 
the responsibility of the reader to research 
facts/opinions expressed in the letters to the 
editor to form their own opinions from an 
informed position. 

LETTERS POLICY

Care from the womb to the tomb.
Pediatrics a specialty.

$49 a month

Provides close to
24/7  

access to care!

HEALTHCARE
of New Mexico

ACCESS          
ZIA

8:30 am-Noon & 1:30-4:30pm • Monday through Friday

10983 Hwy. 180 W • Silver City, NM 88061

A Direct Primary Care Medical Home | Gregory Koury, MD  | Lori Koury, RN

575-534-4299

Learn more at ZiaAccesshc.com

Only

Law Office of 

Gillian Sherwood

211 N. Texas St., Suite B  • Silver City
575-313-3507

silvergillianlaw.com

For local legal services involving matters of: 

•Wills, Trusts  
   & Probate
•Family/Adoption
•Property Issues

•Tort Claims
•Breach of Contract 
•Workers’  
   Compensation  

ABOUT THE COVER

Photographer Brian Hilsmeyer 
encountered this antique hourse, 
called MOBO, from his aunt’s 
childhood in her storage shed in 
Deming and was inspired to ex-
plore its photographic potential. 
The toy, originally from England is 
about 75 years old.
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Story and photos by Sylvia  Quintanilla
	
After a three-year hiatus, 18 New Mexico 

breweries ignite Downtown Las Cruces as 
the Blazin’ Brewfest returns on June 3. 

With admission, guests receive a com-
memorative pint glass and can sample craft 
beer from the around the state. The feeling 
of community from not only the breweries, 
but from the beer drinkers was palpable in the 
previous seven years of the Brewfest. 

“In 2023 we are finally getting back to a 
sense of normal because of the pandemic. 
What a better reason than to come to togeth-

er over the mutual love of craft New Mex-
ican beer? I would really like to get people 
involved and excited about beer,” said New 
Mexico Brewers Guild (NMBG) Executive 
Director Ebbie Edmonston.

Breweries from all over the state will be 
at the festival, but priority was given to Las 
Cruces breweries with a lottery to determine 
the remaining spots. Edmonston said with 
this festival and future events, the NMBG 
wants to highlight breweries of the hosting 
city and give them the opportunity to shine. 

Likewise, visiting breweries that attend 
give guests a way to sample beer they may 

not be able to get traditionally in Las Cru-
ces. Edmonston said four breweries will be 
coming to this Brewfest for the first time: Ex 
Novo, Unhinged Brewing, Downshift Brew-
ing Co. and Public House 28 Brewery. 

Eddie Gutierrez and his wife Shelby co-
own Downshift Brewing Co. in Ruidoso. 
They opened in 2022 and in just over a year, 
opened two other taprooms in Alto and Albu-
querque. Eddie said they focus on the good 
in life and celebrate the things that make it 
great. A mindset applied across the board to 
the atmosphere, beer and food they create. 

Downshift Brewing will have a nitro beer 

on draft with their Irish Dry Stout to bring 
something different to the brewfest. 

“You only get so many beers to drink in 
life, you might as well make them as good as 
you can,” Eddie said. 

Susan and Jerry Grandle opened Spotted 
Dog Brewery in 2014 in Mesilla. Jerry was 
a home brewer for 15 years and his passion 
for craft beer has created a friendly neigh-
borhood feel to the brewery. Having been 

FOOD + DRINK

Blazin’ Brewfest Returns 
Las Cruces celebrates beer in New Mexico

Brock Marlatt pours an All Dogs 
Go to Hefen at Icebox Brewing 
Co., Downtown Boneyard 
Cantina location. 

All Dogs Go to Hefen at Icebox 
Brewing Co., Downtown 
Boneyard Cantina location.

Bagsy, English Amber Ale, from 
Public House 28.

Left to right, Yorkie Pale Ale and 
Bier de Chien at Spotted Dog 
Brewery in Mesilla. 

BREWFEST 

continued on page 6
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involved in Blazin’ Brewfests in the past, Susan said getting 
back into festival mode is what she is looking forward to 
and seeing people and letting them taste their beer. Spotted 
Dog will have a pale ale on tap among other favorites for the 
brewfest.

Icebox Brewing Company just celebrated its fourth anni-
versary in 2023. With three locations in Las Cruces and one 
in Hatch, the brewery has created a unique experience at each 
taproom. 

Since the Brewfest is in June, Brian Weidauer, co-found-
er and general manager, said Icebox Brewing will serve 
beers that will be refreshing like their Mexican Lager, a new 
Strawberry Watermelon Shandy (that will raise money for the 
Community Foundation of Southern NM) and their All Dogs 
Go to Hefen. 

Public House 28 has been open for about 18 months, but 
has quickly become a destination in Anthony, N.M. The 

brewery is on a half-acre outdoor garden. 
“We believe that we have one of the coolest spots to hang 

out with family and pets in all of the great state of New Mex-
ico. Our space is truly demonstrating why this is The Land of 
Enchantment,” said owner John Bruker.

This will be PH28’s first Brewfest and Burker is looking 
forward to the experience, sharing beer with a beer loving 
community and hanging out with the Enchanting New Mexi-
co brewing community.

BREWFEST 

from page 5
If You Go:

Info:
nmbeer.org and social media pages, Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter for full list of breweries 
attending, updates and announcements.

What: 
Blazin’ Brewfest 2023

Where: 
Plaza de Las Cruces

When: 
June 3, 2023, 5-9 p.m.

Cost:
$30

ART IN THE GARDENS

After a three-year interval, Art in the Garden, a Pica-
cho Hills-based art event, will return on May 7, 2023. 
Each appointed home hosts two to three artists in 
their garden. The event is free and open from 11 am 
to 4 pm. There will be a welcome booth behind the 
Santa Fe Restaurant on Picacho Hills Road, Las Cru-
ces,  where patrons can pick up maps to guide them 
through the event.

Make reservations 
& view availability online
BearCreekCabins.com

1.888.388.4515 • 575.388.4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com

Just 7 miles north of Silver City on Hwy 15

•  Fireplaces  
• Secluded Balconies
• Porches   
• Telephone & Wifi 
• Satellite TV
• Barbecue Grill 
• Meeting Room with  
   Lodge w/ Kitchen
• Cabins w/ Kitchens available 
• Gift Shop • Pet Friendly  
• Venue for Events

    

Fabulous getaway nestled in  
the tall pines of Pinos Altos
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By Craig Massey

The New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage 
Museum in Las Cruces celebrates an old tra-
dition with the annual Blessing of the Fields 
procession on Friday, May 12.

At 10 a.m., the colorful procession around 
the museum grounds begins with the bless-
ing the animals, plants, and acequia. Visitors 
who participate in the procession from 10 to 
11 a.m. will not be charged admission.

The event begins with the Prayer of the 
Four Directions, led by Patrick Narvaez, and 
Cacique of Corporacion de los Indigines de 
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de Tortugas 
and Tortugas Pueblo.

Leading the procession will be Most Rev-
erend Peter Baldacchino, Bishop of the Las 
Cruces Diocese. Students from Las Cruces 
Catholic Schools will be among the partici-
pants.

The bulto carried during the procession 
was created by Las Cruces artist Virginia 
Maria Romero.

The Museum holds a plant sale as part of 
the festivities. Vegetables, flowers and desert 
plants grown in the Museum’s greenhouse 
are featured in the sale.

This marks the 23rd year the museum has 
held this program, which focuses on a long 
and rich history. San Ysidro, the patron saint 
of farmers, lived from 1070 to 1130. He 
worked in the fields for a wealthy landown-
er and was known for his devotion to God, 
his humility, and his generosity to those less 
fortunate.

 The story of San Ysidro has been passed 
down through the generations and still inspires 
many farmers and their families in the Me-
silla Valley. For many years, workers in San 
Miguel would make a pilgrimage each May, 
stopping at all the villages along the valley.

FOOD + DRINK

Blessing of the Fields
Growing season welcomed with water

Blessing the fields, trees and water at the New Mexico Farm & Ranch 
Heritage Museum the procession of about 275 people make the stop 
for the first communion girls to toss rose petals into the acequia as 
the water is released into the fields during the 2022 event.

June 15-18 
FiestaLatina.org

Artisan Mercado 

Live Music and  
Dance Performances 

Artisan-led Workshops  
and Demonstrations

Transcending Borders 
Films and Discussion

Tequila Tasting

Children’s Activities

Food and Drink

Silver City, New Mexico
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Story by Mike Cook
Photos by Elva K. Österreich

“It’s about music and it’s 
about people,” area singer/
songwriter/musician Chris 
Sanders said about the Desert 
Night Acoustic Music Camps 
coming up in May, August and 
October.

The camps’ 10th anniversa-
ry in 2023 is also completing a 
circle for Sanders, who wrote 
about her wish to create music 
and build relationships in an 
essay she wrote for a philoso-
phy 101 class she took in Min-
nesota more than 50 years ago.

“What sets our camps apart 

are the faculty, the Black 
Range Lodge and the people,” 
said Sanders, who is coordi-
nating the camps. 

The meals and hospitality at 
the lodge, its isolation Kings-
ton, west of Silver City and its 
history – one of its lodge walls 
was part of Pretty Sam’s Casi-
no in 1881 when Kingston was 
a silver-mining boom town. 

“What we do is impossible 
without our partnership with 
the lodge,” Sanders said.

Attendees at the camps have 
come from throughout New 
Mexico and Texas, and from as 
far away as Colorado, Califor-
nia, Arkansas, Maryland, Min-

nesota and even Canada, she 
said. And some of them have 
been there since the very first 
camp in 2013.

Sanders also has a new CD, 
“When the Day Comes.” She 
wrote all the songs on the al-
bum, including two in collab-
oration with Steve Smith – his 
poetry and her melody and 
chords creating “the height 
of wonderful collaboration,” 
Sanders said.

Smith was “important and 
essential to this project,” Sand-
ers said. The CD features “his 
most exquisite playing ever.” 

Sanders and Smith, from 
Las Cruces, and Anne Luna of 

MUSIC + CELEBRATION

About Music, People
Chris Sanders offers music camps, new CD

The Black Range Lodge in Kingston.

A N T I Q U E  M A L L

     Mon-Sat 10-5. Sun 12-4    

Silver City Trading Co.

575.388.8989

ANIMAL COMMUNICATION

Nancy Fischer
writeon444@gmail.com • 1.419.236.5389

2340 US Hwy 180 East 
 Silver City, NM 88061

575-534-8487
Store3822@theupsstore.com*Available at participating locations.  

** Visit the UPSstore.com/shredding for full details.

Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - 6pm
Sat. 10am-4pm
Sun. Closed

1810 South Ridge Rd., Silver City - next to Chevron

Call
575-538-0850

Do you enjoy

Desert Dumbfounder
by Dave Thomas in Desert Exposure?

If so, try out the 

SOCORRO STUMPER
Weekly in el Defensor Chieftain, and online  

at www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm!
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Acoustic Music Camps

Desert Night Acoustic Music Camps celebrates 
its 10th anniversary in 2023 with these camps: 

• Song Camp: Friday-Sunday, May 5-7. A song-
writing retreat and focus on vocals. The camp 

will be “an exploration of songwriting, fellowship 
and turning life experience into music,” said 

coordinator Chris Sanders. “It is the skills and 
the environment that help people turn their lives 
into music – the care and feeding of our creative 

selves,” she said.

• Summer Camp: Wednesday-Sunday, Aug. 
16-20. Guitar and songwriting instruction, “with 
some fiddle on the side.” The faculty includes master guitarist and fiddler Robert Bowlin 
and award-winning singer/songwriter Wil Maring, along with Sanders, Steve Smith and 

Buddy Winston. 

• Music Camp: Friday-Sunday, Oct. 6-8. Featuring Sanders, Smith and fellow Hard Road 
Trio member Anne Luna, along with Santa Fe singer/songwriter Tom Adler. The camp is 

“instruction, jamming and a great band scramble,” Sanders said, and is an acoustic music 
celebration the weekend prior to Indigenous Peoples’ Day. 

• Southwest Mandolin Camp: Thursday-Sunday, Oct. 26-29. Steve Smith heads an “all 
mandolin, all the time” camp with faculty Tim May, Jordan Ramsey, Marla Fibish, Isaac 

Eicher, K.C. Groves and Nate Lee.

All camps are at the historic Black Range Lodge in Kingston, New Mexico, in partnership 
with lodge owners Catherine Wanek and Gary Harvell. 

Reservations are required, as space is limited.
Visit www.dnamusiccamp.com for prices and to make reservations.

Fort Sumner, comprise the nationally ac-
claimed bluegrass group Hard Road Trio.

“We love to play with each other, and 
we love playing for other people,” Sand-
ers said.

More than 80 percent of the music they 
perform they also write. The trio has 
toured across the country and has record-
ed three albums and two music videos: 
“Whiskey in a Glass” and “Mamma Spin 
Me Round.”

Other musicians featured on the CD 
include King Ibu, who flew in from Las 
Vegas, Nevada to provide drums, vocals 
and guitar; master musician Derrick Lee 
of Las Cruces on drums; Luna; El Paso 
bass player Brun Avitia; violinist Amalia 
Zeitlin; and the Bumpettes (Bree Gordon, 

Andrea Miologos and Kim Johnson).
All the songs on the CD were record-

ed in Smith’s studio in Las Cruces, with 
Smith engineering the album, Sanders 
said. It was mixed and mastered by Rick 
Delellis. The photo of Sanders on the CD 
cover was taken in her backyard by Ster-
ling Trantham, and her new brand (she 
even has a tattoo!) was created by her 
son, Curtis Sanders. 

“It’s all about the partnerships,” Sand-
ers said. “Live music, theatre and dance 
remind us that we’re human in a way that 
nothing else does,” she said. “In this very 
divisive, very troubling time, it’s good to 
be reminded of our human nobility.”

Visit https://hardroadtrio.com/when-
the-day-comes.

The Music Room at the Black Range Lodge in Kingston.

Contact
your local
Medicare

broker

www.distinguishedchoice.com | 575-313-3625

• Medicare Supplements • Medicare Advantage
• Medicare Part D

914 N. POPE ST. | SILVER CITY NM | (575)388-1444

May is Bike Month!
Come by the shop for a bike!

bikeworksnm.org
silvercitycycles.bike

Silver City Cycles
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211-C N. Texas St., Silver City
loisduffy.com

New Hours
Sat. 10-2PM

First Fridays 5-7PM
Special Events: Call 

for  Appointment

575-313-9631

Installation and Refinishing of Hardwood Floors
“Reveal the true beauty of what lies just beneath your feet”

Call Daniel Freeman for a free estimate
575-590-6081• SILVER CITY, NM

Specializing in Hardwood and Bamboo Flooring in Grant Co. for over 15 Years

Durable, stain resistant, 
sylish carpets that both 

you and your pets will 

The 28th Annual Silver 
City Blues Festival, May 27, 
Memorial Day weekend, at 
Gough Park in Silver City, 
continues to be free for all to 
enjoy. It is supported by lo-
cal businesses and individual 
blues lovers, and especially 
by donations from attendees. 

The festival features five 
performing acts: 

• Famous Raymos, 11 
a.m., a group active since 
1903 when the founder got 

swindled on a fake silver 
mine and decided to try his 
hand at honest labor. When 
that didn’t work Raymos 
took to drink and playing 
music on the side of the road.

• Dirty Red & the Soul 
Shakers, 1 p.m., from Okla-
homa, with a lone weeping 
guitar, blues harmonica and 
soul-filled vocals.

• Blues Dawg, 3 p.m., 
High-energy electric blues. 
Founded in Los Angeles 

in 1998, now hanging out 
in southwest New Mexico 
playing rockin’ blues and 
classic rock.

• Tyron Benoit Band, 5 
p.m., from New Orleans, is a 
band as diverse as Cajun cul-
ture with a dash of Zydeco, a 
pinch of rock, and a sprinkle 
of Americana.

• Ghost Town Blues 
Band, 7 p.m., from Tennes-
see, a band that captivates its 
audience with cigar box gui-

tars, electric push brooms, and 
a hip-hop trombone player. 

The 2023 Blues Festival 
will have something for ev-
eryone, according to a press 
release – out of state and lo-
cal performers, unique ven-
dors from Silver City’s very 
own Makers Market, beer 
gardens provided by Little 
Toad Creek Brewery & Dis-
tillery and Q’s Bistro, and 
food/beverage vendors. 

“The goal of the festi-
val is to bring amazing en-
tertainment to Silver City 
while supporting the local 
economy,” the release said. 
“While the Blues Festival is 
fun and exciting, there are 
many businesses that neigh-
bor Gough Park that will still 
be open for business.”

Once the Blues Festival 
closes for the evening, more 
entertainment and music 
continues in downtown Sil-
ver City.

For more information on 
the 2023 Silver City Blues 
Festival, visit  www.silver-
citybluesfestival.org, call 
575-538-2505 or email front-
desk@mimbresarts.com. 

Per the town of Silver City, 
there are no animals (except 
service animals) allowed 
inside Gough Park. Please 
keep your pets at home.

MUSIC + CELEBRATION

Live Blues
Festival celebrates the blues, more

Country Girls is an  
amazing place to get great  

gifts for any occasion! As always Happy Planting!

& Feed!
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 5:30

Sat. 9 to 5
FEED:

•Zesterra tubs
•Classic equine  
boots & ropes

•Fly sprays, fly masks
•Wormers, Replemash

•Cattle mineral

Make sure to  check out 
our  Facebook page  
for weekly updates!

New decorative items, pots, etc.  
GIFT CARDS NOW AVAILABLE!

MAY 23
PURINA 

HORSE MEETING 
at the  

Extension Office
5:30 p.m.
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EVENTS

What’s Happening
Upcoming events you won’t want to miss in May

TUESDAY, MAY 2
Grant County
Movie: “Tangled” 
3:30-5:30 p.m. at the Silver City 
Public Library, 515 W. College Ave. 
in Silver City. 
silvercitypubliclibrary.org.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley Market, 
412 Highway 211 at the corner of 
Clark Road, in Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3 p.m. at the New Mexico Old 
Time Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm 
St. in T or C. Square dancing and 
refreshments
575-313-9971 or 505-804-3842

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces and along Downtown 
Main Street. 
575-805-6055
 

Your Brain on Art
Meditate on art 
11:30-noon at the Doña Ana Arts 
Council, 230 S. Water St. Las 
Cruces 
575-523-6403

THURSDAY, MAY 4
Grant County
Film: “Journey Down the Gila” 
7:30 p.m. at the Silco Theater, 
Downtown Silver City 
www.heartofthegila.org

FRIDAY, MAY 5
Grant County
Draw using toys as models, 
ages 6-12 
3:30-4 p.m. at the Silver City 
Public Library, 515 W. College Ave. 
in Silver City. 
silvercitypubliclibrary.org.

Western New Mexico University 
commencement
6 p.m. at Ben Altamirano Field 
on WNMU campus, live stream 
available 
wnmu.edu

Live music: Illusion Band
Tehano, countyr and oldies
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brew-
ery and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard 
St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Sierra County
Truth or Consequences Fiesta
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Downtown Truth or 
Consequences
annualtorcfiesta.com

EVENTS 

continued on page 12

Give Grandly, 
May 6, Silver City

Artist talk,
May 13, 

Las Cruces

“You become responsible forever
for what you’ve tamed.” - Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

scottthomson1949@gmail.com

Scott
Thomson

Horsemanship
Silver City, NM
(575)388-1830

Aileen Shepherd
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine

PAIN RELIEF, HEADACHES, INSOMNIA, STRESS REDUCTION,  
DIGESTION, IMMUNITY ISSUES, PMS/MENOPAUSE,  

EMOTIONAL BALANCING & LONGEVITY

Monday-Thursday by Appt. Only

109 W. Broadway ~ Silver City, NM
(575) 956-5662

FREE ESTIMATES
ROHAN STITES, OWNER
SILVER CITY, NM • WWW.ADOBETECHNIQUES.COM

ADOBE TECHNIQUES, LLC
Concrete Pumping & Decorative Gravel,  

Shotcrete, Slabs, Block Laying,  
Bobcat, Dirt, Gravel and Pavers

575-574-5956
LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (#367590)
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Otero County
Launch Pad Lecture
9 a.m. at the Museum of 
Space History, 3198 State 
Route 2001, Alamogordo
www.nmspacemuseum.
org

“The Lion King Jr.”
Presented by Children’s 
Music Theater of 
Alamogordo
7 p.m. at the Flickinger Cen-
ter for Performing Arts, 1110 
New York Ave. Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Doña Ana County
Cafecito y Arte con Cheli: 
Art talk 
11 a.m.-noon at the Doña 
Ana Arts Council, 230 S. 
Water St. Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

“Whole Lotta Lotte: The 
Art of Laurie Churchill” 
5-8 p.m. at Camelot Studio, 
2008 Camelot Drive, Las 
Cruces 
dieselart@marydiesel.
com

“Godspell”
7:30 p.m. at ASMSU Center 
for th Arts, 1000 E. Universi-
ty Ave, Las Cruces 
575-646-4515

SATURDAY, MAY 6
Grant County
Silver City Farmers 
Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope 
St. in Silver City. 
www.silvercityfarmers-
market.info

Give Grandly 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Maker’s 
Market in downtown Silver 
City 
575-434-7190

Live music: The Gila 
Lobsters
Outlaw country and 
classic rock
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 200 
N. Bullard St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Sierra County
Truth or Consequences 
Fiesta
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Downtown 
Truth or Consequences
annualtorcfiesta.com

Country Music Night
6 p.m. at the Truth or Con-
sequences Civic Center, 
400 W. 4th St.

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero 
County Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 
1987 White Sands Blvd. in 
Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org.

Otero Veterans Art 
Showcase writer’s 
workshop
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Ote-
ro Artspace, 1118 Indiana 
Ave. in Alamogordo 
oteroarts.org

Tuesday, May 2

Sunday, May 21

Col. Larry  
Wilkerson

WNMU Cultural Affairs in partnership with the 
Grant County Community Concert Association presents 

1st Armored Division Band
As Time Goes By

A free concert in honor of Armed Forces Day
Ceremony @ 1pm | Concert @ 2pm

Grant County Bataan Memorial Park 
32 Fort Bayard Road, Santa Clara, NM 

Lecture by Former Chief of  
Staff to Secretary of State  
Colin Powell

The National Security 
State is Devouring  
our Democracy

7pm @ Light Hall Theater | Free 

 575.538.6469 | wnmu.edu/culture
Cultural Affairs

•Covered and Enclosed    
  Available
•Fully Paved
•On-Site Staff
•24 Hr. Video Surveillance
•24 Hr. Access
•On-Site Dump Station
•Power Available

PREMIER RV & BOAT STORAGE
4545 W. Picacho Ave., Las Cruces 

575-281-4924
www.premierstoragesolutions.com

NOW OPEN!

Support Groups

MONDAY
Silver City/Grant County

New Hope Al-Anon Family Group — noon at 
First United Methodist Church, 314 W. College 
Ave. Silver City. Zoom ID: 389 907 739, Password 
658776. Info: nmal-anon.com.

WEDNESDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Arenas Valley Al-Anon Family Group — 6-7 
p.m. at the Arenas Valley Church of Christ, 5 Race-
track Road, Arenas. Info: nmal-anon.com.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Meditation and Healing Service — 6 p.m. each 
Wednesday at Unity of Las Cruces, 575 N. Main 
St. Through meditation, experience the presence 
of God. A new service with Rev. Jennifer Kleitz. 
Info: 575-523-4847. 

THURSDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Adult Children of Alcoholic and Dysfunctional 
Families meeting — 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Epis-
copal Church of the Good Shepherd, 615 N. Texas 
St. Info: 575-567-9410.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Grief Share Program — 2 p.m. Thursdays at 
Sierra Vista Community Church, 514 N. Telshor 
Blvd. Info: Robin Rice, 575-536-9535.

SATURDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Epilepsy Support & Education Services, Inc. 
meetings — 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. second Saturday 
of every month at Thomas Branigan Memorial 
Library, 200 E. Picacho Info: 575-636-4500 or 
EpilepsySupportNM.org. 
Breast Cancer Support Group — 9:15 a.m. on 
the fourth Saturday of the month, at Memorial 
Medical Center Annex meeting room (entrance 
on the west side of the hospital). Info: Maricela at 
505-453-1789. 

SUNDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Grief Share Program — 3 p.m. Sundays at 
Morning Star Church, 2941 Morning Star Drive. 
Program lasts for 13 weeks. Contact: Cris Fernan-
dez, crisfern@me.com.
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New York Avenue Crazy 
Days 
10 p.m., 800 and 900 
blocks of N. New York Ave. 
in Alamogordo
2ndlifemediaalamogordo.
town.news

“The Lion King Jr.”
Presented by Children’s 
Music Theater of 
Alamogordo
7 p.m. at the Flickinger Cen-
ter for Performing Arts, 1110 
New York Ave. Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Lincoln County
Cinco de Mayo Midtown 
Celebration
noon-4:30 p.m. Country 
Club Lot, Midtown, Ruidoso
discoverruidoso.com

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts 
Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza 
de Las Cruces and along 
Downtown Main Street.
575-805-6055

Transportation Day
Trains, planes, bikes and 
more
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Las Cru-
ces Railroad Museum, 351 
N. Mesilla St., Las Cruces 
575-528-3426

Alma de Arte exhibit 
opening reception 
noon-3 p.m. at the Doña 
Ana Arts Council, 230 S. 
Water St. Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

“Whole Lotta Lotte: The 
Art of Laurie Churchill” 
2-6 p.m. at Camelot Studio, 
2008 Camelot Drive, Las 
Cruces 
dieselart@marydiesel.
com

“Godspell”
7:30 p.m. at ASMSU Center 

for th Arts, 1000 E. 
University Ave, Las Cruces 
575-646-4515

Classics 4 
Tchaikovsky with the 
Las Cruces Symphony 
Orchestra
7:30 p.m. at Atkinson Hall, 
1075 N. Horseshoe St. Las 
Cruces
lascrucessymphony.com

SUNDAY, MAY 7
Sierra County

Truth or Consequences 
Fiesta
10 a.m. Parade starts Down-
town Truth or 
Consequences
annualtorcfiesta.com

Black Cat Poetry Reading 
1 p.m. at Ingo’s Art Café, 422 
Broadway St., T or C. 
360-628-4499

Otero County
“The Lion King Jr.”
Presented by Children’s 

Music Theater of  
Alamogordo
2 p.m. at the Flickinger Cen-
ter for Performing Arts, 1110 
New York Ave. Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Doña Ana County
Art in the Garden in 
Picacho Hills
11 a.m.-4 p.m. in various 
locations, map located 

Acupunc tu re
Chinese Herbal Medicine

Oriental Bodywork and Cupping

Michael Schor, D.O.M.
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

(575)999-1484
300 W. Yankie St., 

Silver City, NM 

SilverCityAcupuncture.com

Gila Friends 
Meeting

The Religious Society of Friends

fevafotos@gmail.com

Church of Harmony
609 N. Arizona St.,  
Silver City NM

Quaker Meeting for Worship is 
 held Sundays 10:00am- 11:00am

If you are interested in online or 
in-person worship or more  

information, please contact us at  
(575) 590-1588

EVENTS 

continued on page 14

Blessing the fields, May 12, Las Cruces 

Free Hand Long Arm Quilting

Sewing Machine and Serger 
Service and Repair

Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics. 
Questions?  Want to see the fabric? 

Call Cindy 575-538-2284

Sneeze Weeds Studios
sneezeweeds@gmail.com

REDUCE and ELIMINATE PAIN
ENJOY MORE ENERGY

• Acupuncture with Massage
• Private Treatment
• Community/Group-Style Acupuncture

575-956-6813 • drcat@zianet.com 
 FeelGoodAgainHealthCare.com

Provider for BCBS, TriWest CCN, Presbyterian,  
UHC & Others  Se Habla Español

Caterina Di Palma
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behind Santa Fe Restaurant
artistsofpicachohills.com

“Whole Lotta Lotte: The Art of Laurie 
Churchill” 
noon-4 p.m. at Camelot Studio, 2008 
Camelot Drive, Las Cruces 
dieselart@marydiesel.com

Classics 4 
Tchaikovsky with the Las Cruces 
Symphony Orchestra
3-5 p.m. at Atkinson Hall, 1075 N. Horse-
shoe St. Las Cruces
lascrucessymphony.com

MONDAY, MAY 8
Grant County
National Tourism Week, Hors d’oeuvres 
Dessert Auction
Doors open at 6 p.m. at Cloudcroft High 
School
coolcloudcroft.com

Lincoln County
“Cats” the musical
7 p.m. at the Spencer Theater for the 
Performing Arts, 108 Spencer Road, Airport 
Highway 220, Alto
www.spencertheater.com

TUESDAY, MAY 9
Grant County
Build Robots, ages 6 and up
4-6 p.m. at the Silver City Public Library, 515 
W. College Ave. in Silver City,
silvercitypubliclibrary.org.

Lincoln County
“Cats” the musical
7 p.m. at the Spencer Theater for the 
Performing Arts, 108 Spencer Road, Airport 
Highway 220, Alto
www.spencertheater.com

Doña Ana County
Beer and Bards 
7 p.m. on the side patio of the Spotted Dog 
Brewery, corner of Avenida de Mesilla and 
University Avenue in Mesilla. Public read-
ings of folk tales from the Six Celtic Nations. 
575-520-1916

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers Market
 9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley Market, 412  
Highway 211 at the corner of Clark Road,  
in Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Silco Theater 100th Anniversary 
Gala Celebration variety show
7 p.m. at the Silco Theater, 575-956-6198 
575-956-6198

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las Cruces and 
along Downtown Main Street. 
575-805-6055

Your Brain on Art
Meditate on art 
11:30-noon at the Doña Ana Arts Council, 
230 S. Water St. Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

Get Artrageous Class
5-7 p.m. at the Doña Ana Arts Council, 230 
S. Water St. Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3 p.m. at the New Mexico Old Time 
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T or C. 
Square dancing and refreshments
575-313-9971 or 505-804-3842

THURSDAY, MAY 11
Grant County
In Search of Justice series Movie: 
“Amistad”
6:30-9 p.m. at The Armory, 11990 U.S. 180, 
Santa Clara 
historicfortbayard.org

Otero County
New York Avenue Crazy Days 
10 p.m., 800 and 900 blocks of N. New York 
Ave. in Alamogordo
2ndlifemediaalamogordo.town.news 

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3:30 p.m. at the New Mexico Old Time 
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T or C
575-313-9971 or 505-804-3842

FRIDAY, MAY 12
Grant County
Author talk on math and pirates, ages 
6-12 
noon-3:30 p.m. at the Silver City Public 

Library, 515 W. College Ave. in Silver City 
silvercitypubliclibrary.org

Hi Lo Silvers Spring Concert
7 p.m. at at First United Methodist Church, 
314 W. College Ave. in Silver City 
575-388-8771

Sierra County
Author talk: Craig Springer
“America’s Bountiful Waters
3 p.m. at the Hillsboro Community Center, 
316 Elinora St. in Hillsboro
craigspringer.com

Otero County
“The Lion King Jr.”
Presented by Children’s Music Theater 
of Alamogordo
7 p.m. at the Flickinger Center for Perform-
ing Arts, 1110 New York Ave. Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Doña Ana County
Blessing of the Fields
10-11 a.m. at the New Mexico Farm and 

The Gila Lobsters, 
May 6, Silver City

OPEN  Thur. & Fri. 9-6
Saturday 10 - 3  

thisandthatsilvercity.com

313 13th Street, Suite B

Enter on Hudson
across from Blake’s Parking lot 

or by 13th St. 

ANY PURCHASE
10% OFF

with this ad

CECILIA “Ceci” McNICOLL
Hacienda Realty

1628 Silver Heights Bvd., Silver City
575.574.8549  cell | 575.388.1921   office

cecilia@movealready.com
www.haciendarealtysc.com

Certified  
Life  Coach

Choose you.  
Invest in you.

Zoom Sessions 
Available

Scott Plate

nativeheartseed.com

Silver City, NM
scott@nativeheartseed.com 

 216-577-8580
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Ranch Heritage Museum, 4100 Drip-
ping Springs Road, Las Cruces 
nmfarmandranchmuseum.org

Cafecito y Arte con Cheli: Art talk 
11 a.m.-noon at the Doña Ana Arts 
Council, 230 S. Water St. Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

SATURDAY, MAY 13
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope St. in Silver 
City
www.silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Live music: Brea Burns with Katie 
Mae - Classic Honky Tonk music
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brewery 
and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St., 
Silver City
828-542-0216

Lincoln County
The Texas Tenors
7 p.m. at the Spencer Theater for the 
Performing Arts, 108 Spencer Road, 
Airport Highway 220, Alto

www.spencertheater.com

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero 
County Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 1987 
White Sands Blvd. in Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org

Succulent Bar and Artisan Market
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Blush Beauty Bar, 
306 E. 10th St. Alamogordo
2ndlifemediaalamogordo.town.
news 

Mother’s Day Craft Fair
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at White Sands Mall
575-434-3990

Downtown Vintage Carnaval 
10 p.m., 800 and 900 blocks of N. 
New York Ave. in Alamogordo
2ndlifemediaalamogordo.town.
news

“The Lion King Jr.”
Presented by Children’s Music 
Theater of Alamogordo

7 p.m. at the Flickinger Center for 
Performing Arts, 1110 New York Ave. 
Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Sierra County
Second Saturday Art Hop 
6 p.m. downtown Truth or Conse-
quences
director@tocmainstreet.org

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces and along Downtown Main 
Street 
575-805-6055

Paul Maxwell painting 
demonstration
The Agave Artist of the Month 
demonstrates pet portraits
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Agave Artist Gallery, 
2250 Calle de San Albino
575-339-9897

EVENTS 

continued on page 16

Author talk,
May 12, Hillsboro
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SUNDAY, MAY 14
Lincoln County
Hi Lo Silvers Spring 
Concert
3 p.m. at at First Presbyteri-
an Church, 1915 N. Swan St. 
in Silver City 
575-388-8771

MONDAY, MAY 15
Grant County
Opinions and Facts: 
Media’s Influence on 
Community with Javier 
Marrufo
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at at the 
Silco Theater, Silver City
www.silvercitymuseum.
org

Doña Ana County
Author Talk: Dr. Elaine 
Hampton
Author of “The Allure of 
the Border: Fifter Years 
of Investigations, Friend-
ships and Wonder”

1:30-3 p.m. at the Branigan 
Library, 220 E. Picacho 
Ave., Las Cruces 
575-649-8786

TUESDAY, MAY 16
Grant County
Movie: “Turning Red” 
3:30-5:30 p.m. at the Silver 
City Public Library, 515 W. 
College Ave. in Silver City 
silvercitypubliclibrary.org

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
 9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211, 
corner of Clark Road, Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3 p.m. at the New Mexico 
Old Time Fiddlers Play-

house, 710 Elm St. in T or 
C. Square dancing and 
refreshments
575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts 
Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza 
de Las Cruces and along 
Downtown Main Street
575-805-6055

Your Brain on Art
Meditate on art 
11:30-noon at the Doña Ana 
Arts Council, 230 S. Water 
St. Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

Carlos Melendrez lecture 
and book signing
5-7 p.m. at the Doña Ana 
Arts Council, 230 S. Water 
St. Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

The March Divide,
May 19, Silver City

50 years  
in Business as  
of Feb. 7, 2022

50  
Years in  

Business!

Open Mon. - Sat.  
9am - noon and 1:30 -4pm

(closed for lunch 12 noon - 1:30)

1117 S. White Sands Blvd.,  
Alamagorda (next to Applebees)

575•437•9828 

We Buy & Sell Gold, Silver, old JeWelry, Scrap, and Bullion
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THURSDAY, MAY 18
Grant County
In Search of Justice 
series Movie: “To Kill a 
Mockingbird”
6:30-9 p.m. at The Armory, 
11990 U.S. 180, Santa Clara 
historicfortbayard.org

FRIDAY, MAY 19
Grant County
Dancing at Gough Park 
with Baile Encanto 
4 p.m. at the Silver City Pub-
lic Library, 515 W. College 
Ave. in Silver City 
silvercitypubliclibrary.org

Live music: The March 
Divide
Solo acoustic with upbeat 
original and classic 
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 200 
N. Bullard St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Luna County
State Park Astronomy 
Program 
8 p.m. at Rockhound State 
Park 
575-536-2800

Otero County
Otero Veterans Art  

Showcase: “Ghost Town” 
the musical
Written by veteran Na-
than Young
7 p.m. at Otero Artspace, 
1118 Indiana Ave. in  
Alamogordo 
oteroarts.org

Doña Ana County
Ukefest Concert
7 p.m. at the Doña Ana 
Community College East 
Mesa campus auditorium 
lascrucesukefest.com

EVENTS 

continued on page 18

First Friday Art Walk — 5 to 7 pm, May 5th

ART

575-388-1008
gcag.org

wildwestweaving.com
 (575) 313-1032 
211-D N. Texas St. 

Silver City, NM

 Open: Wed.-Sat. 10-5

Exhibit ions
Workshops, Events

 

Thurs. -  Sat.  11-5,  Sun. 10 -  2
 and by appointment

520-240-7075 
l ightartspace.comlightartspace.com
209 W. Broadway

Open: Wed, Thurs, and Sat  
11 - 3
315 N Bullard St
575-388-5725

Studio & Gallery

Diana Ingalls Leyba

CHOLLA CHOLLA
Studio and Gallery
Custom Juniper and Cholla

Art & Furniture
707 N. Bullard St.

Fri.-Sat. 10-4 & Appt.
602-515-7810

desertrockcreations.com
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SATURDAY, MAY 20
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope St. in 
Silver City
www.silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

State Park Astronomy Program 
8 p.m. at City of Rocks State Park
575-536-2800

Return of the Mischief with DJ 
Mischievous
9 p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brew-
ery and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard 
St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County 

Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 1987 
White Sands Blvd. in Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org

Otero Veterans Art Showcase 
writer’s workshop
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Otero 
Artspace, 1118 Indiana Ave. in 
Alamogordo 
oteroarts.org

Show Up and Show Off 
Car Show
7-9 p.m. at Casa Toyota, 3333 N. 
White Sands Blvd. Alamogordo
575-437-7530

Lincoln County
Thunder Concerts
Benefit event

3-10 p.m. at Wingfield Park, 300 
Denter St. Ruidoso
rideruidoso.com

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces and along Downtown 
Main Street 
575-805-6055

Las Cruces Gun Show
9 a.m.-6 p.m. at the Las Cruces 
Convention Center, 690 E. Uni-
versity Ave., Las Cruces
575-526-0100

Sierra Middle School Exhibit 
reception
noon-3 p.m. at the Doña Ana Arts 

Council, 230 S. Water St. Las 
Cruces 
575-523-6403

SUNDAY, MAY 21
Grant County
Armed Forces Day Celebration 
and concert
First Armored Division Band 
from Fort Bliss
1 p.m. at Bataan Memorial Park, 33 
Fort Bayard Road, Santa Clara 
575-538-5862

Otero County
Otero Veterans Art Showcase: 
Musical performances and 
readings
noon at Otero Artspace, 1118 
Indiana Ave. in Alamogordo 
oteroarts.org

Otero Veterans Art Showcase: 
Pop-up exhibition of veterans’ 
art
1-7 p.m. at Otero Artspace, 1118 
Indiana Ave. in Alamogordo 
oteroarts.org

TUESDAY, MAY 23
Grant County
Minecraft, ages 8-plus
4-6 p.m. at the Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave. in 
Silver City 
silvercitypubliclibrary.org

Otero County
Mitch McVicker in Cloudcroft 
4:30 p.m. at First Baptist Church, 
106 Burro Ave., Cloudcroft 
575-682-2763

3050 Cougar Wy, Silver City NM • 575-538-9261 • PO Box 1973 Silver City, NM 88062
Lobby open Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30, Satudays 8:30am-5:00pm.  

Animal viewing is from 11:00am to close of business. Closed Sunday and Monday.
ADOPT-A-PET SPONSORED BY YOUR LOCAL PET LOVERS!

SPONSORED BY
GILA ANIMAL CLINIC

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

SPONSORED BY HIGH DESERT
HUMANE SOCIETY BOARD

Dalia, Siamese Female
2-3 yrs.

SPONSORED BY
BERT STEINZIG

Fun Stuff
Jack Russell mix, male, 3 mos.

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

SPONSORED BY
MONIKA AND JOHN

Pinto Bean, long hair domestic,
male, 7-10 mos. 

SPONSORED BY
REDGE AND PHYLLIS

Guiness, Chihuahua mix,
Male, 1 yr. 

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Sheela, Heeler/Pit mix
female, 1-3 yrs.

SPONSORED BY
CHARIS MOSELY

Bruno, Pitbull, neutered
4 yrs.

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Ethel, Torti female
13 yrs. 

Chicken Wing
Tabby, male, 6 mos.

Sassy, Torti, female
8-10 mos. 

Bee Mine
Heeler mix, female, 5 mos.

Poppy, Hound mix, female
1-2 yrs. 

The High Desert Humane Society

Dottie, Dachshund mix,
Female, 3 yrs.

To Join The PeT Page conTacT 
DeserT exPosure aT  

575-524-8061 

DonaTions neeDeD!
We WanT To exPanD anD builD a neW 

aDoPTion cenTer. Please helP!
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Doña Ana County
Beer and Bards 
7 p.m. on the side patio of the 
Spotted Dog Brewery, corner of 
Avenida de Mesilla and University 
Avenue in Mesilla. Public readings 
of folk tales from the Six Celtic 
Nations, Las Cruces 
575-520-1916

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers Market
 9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley Market, 
412 Highway 211 at the corner of 
Clark Road, in Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces and along Downtown 
Main Street. 
575-805-6055

Your Brain on Art
Meditate on art 
11:30-noon at the Doña Ana Arts 
Council, 230 S. Water St. Las 

Cruces 
575-523-6403

Get Artrageous Class
5-7 p.m. at the Doña Ana Arts 
Council, 230 S. Water St. Las 
Cruces 
575-523-6403

THURSDAY, MAY 25
Grant County
In Search of Justice series  
Movie: “12 Angry Men”
6:30-9 p.m. at The Armory, 11990 
U.S. 180, Santa Clara 
historicfortbayard.org

FRIDAY, MAY 26
Grant County
Pokemon Tournament
Ages 8-plus, bring your own deck
3:30 p.m. at the Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave. in 
Silver City
silvercitypubliclibrary.org

EVENTS 

continued on page 20

Artrageous,
May 24, 

Las Cruces



20 • MAY 2023 www.desertexposure.com

Live music: Rudy Boy Exper-
iment
Swinging dirty blues
9 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Doña Ana County
Cafecito y Arte con Cheli: Art 
talk 
11 a.m.-noon at the Doña Ana 
Arts Council, 230 S. Water St. 
Las Cruces 
575-523-6403

Calling All Voices: The Free-
dom of Being (Open Mic)
6-8 p.m. at the Doña Ana Arts 

Council, 230 S. Water St. Las 
Cruces 
575-523-6403

“Don Quixote” ballet
7 p.m. at ASMSU Center for th 
Arts, 1000 E. University Ave, Las 
Cruces 
borderlands-ballet.com

SATURDAY, MAY 27
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-12 p.m., 901 N. Pope St. in 
Silver City. 
www.silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Silver City Blues Fest 
11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. at Gough Park 
in Silver City
silvercitybluesfestival.org

Live music: Metropolis Man
Blues Fest continues after the 
park
9 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Otero County
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 1987 
White Sands Blvd. in Alamogor-
do 
farmersmarketsnm.org

Metropolis Man,
May 27, Silver City

ajmarketplacescnm@gmail.com
Silver City MarketPlace

621 N. Bullard St., 
Silver City NM
Amber & Jimmy  
Mondragon

519 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM
575-342-1552

Handcrafted Bath 
& Body Products
& Custom Leather

KneelingNunSoapworks@gmail.com
Kneeling NunSoapworks.com

@KneelingNunSoapworks
#KneelingNunMercantile

Kneeling Nun 
Mercantile

Historic Downtown

silver city

• Shops • Restaurants • Hotels  • Breweries • Salons
• Theaters  & Art Galleries!

LET’S KEEP DOWNTOWN VIBRANT!

Thanks for Supporting Local Business!

    •Edibles  
    • Flowers 
    • Skin Care
•Consumption    
    Lounge

Canna

   575-313-5006
boaholistic.com

Brian & Karen Arrington
208 W. Broadway, Silver City, NM

Please Consume Responsibly 
For use only by adults 21 and older

Please Consume Responsibly. For use only by adults 21 and older;  Keep out of reach of children; this product is not approved by the FDA to treat, cure, or prevent any disease. FDA has not evaluated this product for safety, effectiveness,  and quality; do not drive 
a motor vehicle or operate machinery while under the influence of cannabis; there may be long term adverse health effects from consumption of cannabis,  including additional risks for women who are or may become pregnant or are breastfeeding. Please 
Consume Responsibly. For use only by adults 21 and older;  Keep out of reach of children; this product is not approved by the FDA to treat, cure, or prevent any disease. FDA has not evaluated this product for safety, effectiveness,  and quality; do not drive a motor 
vehicle or operate machinery while under the influence of cannabis; there may be long term adverse health effects from consumption of cannabis,  including additional risks  for women who are or may become pregnant  or are breastfeeding. 

OPEN: 7-2 Thurs-Tues
Dinner: 5-8:30? Thurs, Fri, Sat & Mon

10 % OFF  
YOUR ORDER!

if you can tell us what 
page our ad is on!

DINER

619 N. Bullard, Suite G • 575-956-6156

Your Place for  
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!
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May Fair
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Zenith Park, James Canyon 
Highway, Cloudcroft 
coolcloudcroft.com

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las Cruces and 
along Downtown Main Street. 
575-805-6055

New Mexico Wine Fesatival
noon-6 p.m. at the Southern New Mexico 
State Fair Grounds, 12125 Robert Larson 
Blvd., Las Cruces
nmwine.com/nm-winefestival-lascru-
ces-2023/

“Don Quixote” ballet
7 p.m. at ASMSU Center for th Arts, 1000 E. 
University Ave, Las Cruces 
borderlands-ballet.com

SUNDAY, MAY 28 
Grant County
Live music: Blues Brunch
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brewery 
and Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Live music: Znora
Energetic and soulful
5-7 p.m. at Little Toad Creek Brewery and 
Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St., Silver City
828-542-0216

Otero County
May Fair
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Zenith Park, James Canyon 
Highway, Cloudcroft 
coolcloudcroft.com

Doña Ana County
New Mexico Wine Fesatival
noon-6 p.m. at the Southern New Mexico 
State Fair Grounds, 12125 Robert Larson 
Blvd., Las Cruces
nmwine.com/nm-winefestival-lascru-
ces-2023/

MONDAY, MAY 29
Doña Ana County
New Mexico Wine Featival
noon-6 p.m.at the Southern New Mexico 

State Fair Grounds, 12125 Robert Larson 
Blvd., Las Cruces
nmwine.com/nm-winefestival-lascru-
ces-2023/

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31
Otero County
Free kids movie at Aviator 10: “LEGO 
Batman”
1 p.m., 3651 Mesa Village Drive, Alamogordo
575-437-9301

Grant County
Wednesday Farmers Market
 9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley Market, 412 High-
way 211 at the corner of Clark Road, in Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Downtown 
TOYSUnique &  

Creative Toys!

507 N. Bullard • Silver City, NM
575-567-5594

Open: Tues. 10 am-4 pm
Wed.-Sat 10 am- 5 p m

Bike Sales & Service
DIY Tool Stations
(575)388-1444  

 914 N. Pope St.,  Silver City NM
bikeworksnm.org

502 N. Bullard St. Silver NM
(575) 538-3611

Tuesday-Saturday
9:30-5:30
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Marie C. Weil, PsyD, ABPP
Clinical Psychologist/Psicóloga Clínica

Board Certified in Clinical Health Psychology 
and Geropsychology

Silver City, New Mexico  
(575)342-1236

MarieCWeilPsyD.CoM

By Elva K. Österreich

Kathy Howell embarked on a journey 
because of a photo. At the edge of 
her consciousness, at the home of 

her husband, Jack, she absorbed the image of a 
photo that she passed numerous times until, one 
day she asked about it.

Two young men stand with huge grins, ready to 
face the world, ready to take on a journey of their 
own. One of them, it turned out, was her husband’s 
uncle, Jack Daniel Sprunk. This boy had signed up for 
the National Guard, talked his parents into signing off 
for him even though he was just 16. He had dreams of 
working with horses and, although they had stopped using 
horses to get around in wars, they promised him Las Vegas 
and the rodeo. It was 1941. 

There was a war happening and President Roosevelt 
promptly put the National Guard on active duty. Jack end-

ed up in the Philippines, Pearl Har-
bor was bombed, and the boy found 
himself and his companions fleeing 

the Japanese on the Bataan Penin-
sula, eating lizards and red rice 

and living in fear.
The American boys were 

ordered to surrender and 
were marched back along 
the length of Bataan. Jack 
survived that infamous 

“death march.” After 
2 ½ years in captivi-

ty, he was put on a 
“Hellship” and died, 

before he was 21, when 
a torpedo hit the ship and 1,800 

men drowned in that melee.
It was a story that gripped Kathy, mesmerized 

her and fascinated her. She started asking questions, looking 
at the war, the people, the families affected.

I just started studying World War II and I thought ‘wow 
we’ve got quite a jewel of a story in our family,” Kathy said. 
“It made me realize the resilience families have when their 
loved ones are overseas,

how those people had to just give up their kids. It just must 
have been so hard for them.”

The seed began in her mind for a book. Now, after years 
of rumination and study “With Hearts of Honor: A Family’s 
Story of WWII” is out and on the shelves. It is a work of 
“reimagined history,” a novel. Kathy took all she learned and 
created a story about families of the Grant County mining 
district facing war and loss, loosely based on Jack’s story.

Framed through the eyes of young Gwen MacKenzie who 
becomes a reporter sent across the world for stories, the book 
explores aspects of World War II, how it happened and many 
of the issues families faced at the time.

“Hearts of Honor is a love letter to all the heroes and her-

‘With Hearts of Honor’
Book reflects Grant County families facing World War II

ON THE SHELF

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses,

cowboys, Native Americans & More
• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’

On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220
Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm • Sun 1 pm-5 pm, 

Closed Mon

OterO ArtspAce
Maria Aragon

Symbolism, Mythology and Fun with Color
Opening May 5, 5 to 7 pm — continuing through May. 

Gallery Open Thursday thru Sunday 1 to 4 pm
1118 Indiana Avenue, Alamogordo

oteroarts.org

A Better Chimney
• Pellet Stoves  
• Gas Stoves  
• Wood Stoves  
• Fireplace Inserts  
• Fireplace/Chimney  
  Cleaning  
• Stove Repairs
•Clothes Dryer Cleaning 
•Furnace Cleaning & Maintenance
•Patio Heaters & Furniture

1800 Hwy. 180 E.
Silver City NM
575-534-2657

abetterchimneynm.com

“Your soot  
is No match  

for the  
Grim Sweeper!”

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS • FedEx • US Mail  
• Private Mailboxes

•Re-Mailing • Fax • Copy  
• Notary

Denise Dewald, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road

Silver City, NM

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri
PH ( 575) 388-1967
Fax (575)388-1623

info@eaglemailservices.com

ICE CREAM • DESSERTS • COFFEE

Simply Good Desserts
575-242-1544 1212 E. 32nd St., Silver City 

corner of Leslie and 32nd
simplygooddesserts.com
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  MAY 19
Ghost Town:   

a Southwestern  Musical Fable  
written and  directed by 
Veteran Nathan Young
Performance May 19th  
at 7 pm at the Artspace

1118 Indiana Ave., Alamogordo

•May 6 .................9-12pm, Writers Workshop led by Rochelle Williams and Lori Arella
•May 19 ...............Ghost Town, an original musical, 7pm
•May 21 ...............1pm - 6pm, Veteran Art Exhibition opens
............................1:30 -5pm, Writers reading, musical performances and open mic
............................5-6pm, Veteran Barry Moffit performs his award winning composition  
............................“Soldier Girl” and other patriotic music
............................6pm, Drum Circle (bring your own drum or use those provided)
•May 22-23 ..........2-6pm, Veterans Art Exhibitions continues

For further details contact Otero Arts  
at oteroartsinc@gmail.com  

 with SHOWCASE on the title line.

All events will occur  
at the Otero Artspace ,

1118 Indiana Ave., Alamogordo

oines of World War II,” Kathy said. “Especially the brave folk of Grant 
County. Included are their courageous families who waited behind patient-
ly, suffered silently, and made innumerable sacrifices.”

This is the story of children who grew up too fast and takes the read-
er from the Philippines to London, North Africa, Paris and beyond. The 
reader is transported back to the 1940’s through adventure, romance and 
tragedy thorough the hearts and minds of the time.

“With Hearts of Honor: A Family’s Story of WWII” can be ordered 
at virtualbookworm.com – click “all books;” click “filter by” and scroll 
down to Bataan or visit barnesandnoble.com and search by title.

Armed Forces Day 
Celebration

Sunday May 21, the Grant County Com-
munity Concert Association, Western 
New Mexico University, and the Amer-

ican Legion Post 18 host a celebration for Armed 
Forces Day in Bataan Memorial Park in Santa 
Clara, Grant County. The event starts at 1 p.m. 
with presentations from the Fort Bayard His-
toric Preservation Society on the history of Fort 
Bayard and from Friends of Bataan Park about 
the soldiers from Grant County and New Mex-
ico who were taken prisoners during World War 
II and held captive as part of the Bataan Death 
March. 

The event is to honor active military personnel, 
Gold Star Families, veterans and all the veterans 
service organizations in Grant County. Following 

the presentations, the 1st Armored Division Band 
from Ft. Bliss will perform a concert entitled “As 
Time Goes By” starting at 2 p.m.

The 1st Armored Division Band is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this year. “Old Ironsides” 
traces its heritage from 1943, when it was activat-
ed in the early days of World War II. To this band, 
however, music was often a sideline as division 
bands were used as infantry units during World 
War II. Most of the band’s time was not spent in 
rehearsing and performing, but in guarding sup-
plies or headquarters installations. 

Armed Forces Day was created in August 1949 
by Defense Sec. Louis Johnson to celebrate the 
unification of the Armed Forces under the De-
fense Dept and to replace the separate Army, 
Navy, Marine and Air Force days. It was estab-
lished as a national holiday in 1962 by President 
John F. Kennedy.

Jack Sprunk is on the 
right of this detail of 

a 1941 photo of the 
200th Coast Artillery 
training at Fort Bliss. 

The whole photo is 
replicated as a mural 

at Bataan Park in 
Grant County. 
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Stress-Free Solitude
Overlooking the Gila Wilderness

casitasdegila.com · 575-535-4455

5 Private Casitas on
265 acres near Silver City

Year-round Bear Creek
Wildlife · Birds · Dark Skies
7 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens · Porches · Wifi
Continental Breakfast

By Jamie Dickerman

Those looking to explore Deming, 
New Mexico, and plan their perfect vis-
it can now do so on the new Visit Dem-
ing website. With the implementation 
of VisitWidget — an interactive way to 
map out a visit, complete with activi-
ties, eateries, and more — visitors can 
create customized itineraries, tailored to 
their interests and must-see stops. 

 “We’re thrilled to make it even easier 
for our visitors to get the most out of our 
city,” said Azucena Vargas, Community 
Services Director for the City of Dem-
ing. “Whether you’re a rockhounder, a 
history buff, an outdoor enthusiast, or 
a wine connoisseur, you’ll find your 
perfect getaway in Deming. Through 
our new website, you’ll be able to add 
in stops for every member of the fam-
ily, plan how long it will take you to 

get to each place, and create the ideal 
vacation, customized to your needs and 
interests.” 

The new site and planning tool pro-
vides a new way to explore all that 
Deming has to offer, including shops, 
lodging, dining, interactive walking 
tours of Deming’s historic buildings, 
and activities.  

To utilize the tool and plan your next 
trip, visit www.demingnmtrue.com.

Deming has a Widget
VisitWidget to allow for easier vacation planning

ADVENTURE

By Elva K. Österreich

Lemonade Day is an experiential 
program teaching youth how to 
start, own and operate their very 

own business – a lemonade stand. Each year, 
in participating cities, youth can experience 
entrepreneurship by setting up their business 
during their city’s community-wide Lemon-
ade Day. 

The Deming-Luna Chamber of Commerce 
has taken the lead in Luna County. From 9 
a.m.-3 p.m., May 13 the town will be ready, 
and the community can go out and buy lem-
onade, said Chamber Executive Director 
Debbie Troyer. 

The foremost objective of Lemonade Day 
is to empower youth to take ownership of 
their lives and become productive members 
of society – the business leaders, social ad-
vocates, volunteers and forward-thinking cit-
izens of tomorrow.

Troyer said there will be prizes for best 
lemonade stand and best tasting lemonade. 
Winners go on to compete nationally in 
Houston and can earn the entrepreneur of the 

year title, Troyer said.
For more information and related events 

visit lemonadeday.org/deming-luna/story.  
Also find Lemonade Day Luna on Facebook 
for additional information.

BUSINESS

Lemonade Day
Entrepreneur children spread out

Lemonade Day mascot, Lemmy



DESERT EXPOSURE MAY 2023 • 25

DEMING CLINIC
SPRING HOURS

575-538-2981
Bayard Clinic | 308 Winifred St.  Deming Clinic | 1511 S. Lime St.

Silver City Clinics | 1600 E. 32nd St. | 1380 Highway 180 E.

Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Closed weekends

Accepting walk ins

Julie Williamson 
Associate Broker
575-654-4949

Carol Thompson
Qualifying Broker
575-574-2480

silver-nm.com
575-538-0021

and

Located in the Historical area of Silver City, this 
home was built in 2001. It has 3 bedrooms 1 bath.  

All the floors are tile.   Make an appointment  
today to see this Charmer.  MLS 39550 

$185,000

FACES OF DEMING
The mother daughter team of Asucena Mendoza and Myranda Granilla are 

committed to running an expanding business which gives their customers “fast, 
friendly, bilingual service.” They run Print-O-Rama, which offers a full-service 
print shop, including a gift shop and Fed-Ex services. Asucena said that “when 
you love your work, it’s not work. I enjoy the opportunities for creativity which 
every day brings.” Visit www.printorama.net. Print-O-Rama celebrated its third 
year in December.

Photo by Stanley Sabre

Rio Mimbres Golf & Country Club is at 2500 
E. Pine Street in Deming. Visit riomimbres.
com for more information.
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Mother’s Day 
Brunch  May 14, 11am-3pm, $42

24 hour reservations required  575 538-2538
MENU  bearmountainlodge.com/café-oso-azul

Photos and story by Mike Cook

Joe and Elaine Foster sold their 
4,200-square-foot house in Talave-
ra area of Las Cruces last fall and 
bought a 900-square-foot home in 
Mesilla which they have spent the 
last nine months renovating. 

Built about 1900, it was original-
ly part of the house next door, Joe 
Foster said. It was separated into its 
own property and has had three ad-
ditions, all with different floors and 
ceilings. 

Joe and Elaine have lived there 
since they bought it, and the ren-
ovations are almost complete, as 
Joe has almost single-handedly 
converted an historic Mesilla home 
into a modern, comfortable living 
space while preserving its original 

look and feel as much as possible.
Joe tore out and replaced the 

kitchen, added a colorful tin-look 
ceiling in the dining room and re-
built the fireplace, using river rock 
and clay pots. He removed the 
sheetrock ceilings throughout the 
house to expose the antique beams.

Joe took the floors “down to the 
dirt” in a couple of rooms, pouring 
cement foundations and preserving 
original wood floors. He replaced 
a dilapidated window in the din-
ing room with French doors and 
installed a new bedroom window. 
Hardwood and granite kitchen 
cabinets were handmade by a cab-
inet maker in Chihuahua, Mexico, 
from Joe’s design. He even made 
the mesquite tables and the cutting 

board that hangs on the kitchen 
wall.

Joe discovered wood trim around 
the tops of the walls when the ceil-
ing came out, and kept that, using 
the trough it created to hide wiring 
for track lighting. He added old ce-
dar beams rescued from a nearby 
yard and from C & D Southwest 
Lumber to maintain the house’s 
authentic look, which includes ex-
posed adobe walls. 

Some of the lumber comes from 
Oregon and was cut from trees that 
had died of fungus. The cedar kept 
the fungus from penetrating deep 
into the wood, but it still created a 
stylish pattern.

The bedroom set was handmade 
in Sunland Park by the same fur-

AREA ARCHITECTURE

Old Home Gets New Love
Couple renovates 120-year-old house in Mesilla
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niture maker who supplied the home’s 
antique doors and front gate. Most of 
the furniture and art Joe and Elaine 
have added to the house is antique or 
authentic to the décor. The kitchen con-
tains a high-tech stove and microwave 
– “We wanted this place to be a cook’s 
delight,” Joe said – but you won’t find a 
television or a clock in the house. 

Joe and Elaine have lived in the house 
since they bought it. 

As renovations to the house and prop-

erty near completion, “We’re ecstatic,” 
Joe said. “It’s livable now.” 

The key has been patience, he said, 
“not being rushed, taking your time and 
trying to be artistic.” 

Elaine continues her psychology 
practice at her nearby office and is an 
adjunct professor at New Mexico State 
University. Joe retired five years ago af-
ter a career as a rocket scientist at White 
Sands Missile Range, developing mis-
sile systems for special forces, includ-

ing the United States Navy Seals and 
U.S. Army Rangers. Much of the work 
Foster did was top secret, he said.

Joe is the author of “The BiniSphere,” 
a techno thriller, and he and Elaine co-
wrote “I Wish I Knew This Before My 
Divorce: Ending the Battle Between 
Holding On and Letting Go” and “In 
Movement There Is Peace: Stumbling 
Along the Way to the Spirit,” about 
their backpacking trip down the Cami-
no de Santiago in Spain.

When school’s out,
THE CLUB IS IN

2023 
SUMMER 
PROGRAM

2023 
SUMMER 
PROGRAM
Monday, June 5 to

Friday, July 14
Field Trips • Learning Activities • Teen Center

• Arts & Crafts • Music • Sports • Games 
Computers • Friends • Fun • So Much More

Space is limited
Sign up today!

575-526-1519
www.bgclascruces.org
frontdesk@bglascruces.org
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By Elva K. Österreich

OPPORTUNITIES
Artists/Photographers

Otero Arts in Alamogordo is 
seeking artists for month long 
First Friday Art Exhibitions in 
2024. All exhibitions are held at 
Otero Artspace located at 1118 In-
diana Ave. in Alamogordo. The 
Artspace is large with ProPanels 
and professional lighting to create 
an excellent presentation. To apply 
visit oteroarts.org. With your appli-
cation include five images of your 
work in jpeg format and an artist’s 
statement or bio.

Call for ceramic artwork for 
a CLAY Festival exhibition rep-
resentative of “GRACE: Expres-
sion Through CLAY.” All types 
of ceramic work are welcome. The 
exhibition will be juried anony-
mously. Exhibition dates are July 
1-30 and the deadline to submit 
is May 31. Submit at: artist.call-
forentry.org/festivals_unique_info.
php?ID=11486

Call for photographic work 
for an exhibition of  “The Still(ed) 
Life:  Celebrating Handmade 
Photographic Art.” In what often 
seems like an increasingly chaotic 
and fast-moving world, finding the 
beauty in stillness seems ever more 
meaningful. In this call, we cele-
brate the creation of the handmade 
print, using historic/alternative 
photographic printing techniques. 
All 2-D and 3-D handmade art is 
acceptable. Straight digital prints 

do not qualify. The juror is Diana 
Bloomfield. Exhibition dates: Aug. 
4-Sept. 30. Deadline to submit is 
June 30. Submit at:  artist.call-
forentry.org/festivals_unique_info.
php?ID=11625

SILVER CITY
■ The Silver City Art Associa-

tion First Friday Gallery Walk is 
from 5-7 p.m., May 5. During First 
Friday walks, SCAA downtown 
galleries stay open until 7 p.m. to 
hold receptions, and feature art 
demonstrations or other special ac-
tivities. For a map showing SCAA 
downtown gallery locations, or to 
find out more about SCAA galler-
ies, studios, and independent art-
ists, see silvercityart.com. 

■ “Spring Celebration” fea-
tures work by the Light Art Space 
Artists: Joel Armstrong, Joe 
Huebner, Karen Hymer, Kath-
leen Koopman, Rhonda Mun-
zinger, Art Peterson, Susan Por-
ter, Eric Renner, Nancy Spencer, 
Carmen Ruiz and Juan Velasco. 
The show runs through May 28. 
Light Art Space is open 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., Saturday and 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
First Fridays until 7 p.m. and by 
appointment, 209 W. Broadway St. 
Info: www.lightartspace.com.

■ The Grant County Art Guild 
has doubled its First Fridays offer-
ings with an art demonstration at 
their downtown Silver City gal-
lery, and an art show at the down-
town Studio. The gallery will be 
open until 7 p.m. on May 5, with 
light refreshments and a painting 
demonstration by Gay Scheibl. 
The Studio will also be open until 

7 p.m. The GCAG Gallery is locat-
ed at 316 N Bullard Street in Sil-
ver City. Hours are from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. seven days a week. In addition 
to promoting the work of local art-
ists in the gallery, the Guild hosts 
open studios, classes, art shows 
and other events. Open Studios are 
at the GCAG Studio, 200 Market 
W. Market St., from noon-3 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Thurs-
days of each month – bring a cre-
ative project or use our basic art 
supplies. Info: gcag.org.

MAGDALENA
■ Art Magdalen Gallery & 

Studio Tour  is from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, May 
6 and 7. The tour features15 loca-
tions around the Village of Mag-
dalena, and over 50 participating 
artists and artisans working in a 
broad range of media. The after-
noon includes gallery exhibitions, 
open studios, an artisan market and 
demonstrations in printmaking, 
bookbinding, watercolor painting, 
weaving and blacksmithing. All 
daytime events are free and the art 
is for sale. Also on Saturday The 
Magdalena Chamber of Com-
merce hosts a fundraiser Pancake 
Breakfast from 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
($8) and Warehouse 1-10 Gallery 
features an evening performance by 
jazz guitarist and composer James 
Emery at 7 p.m. ($15). Seating is 
limited, reservations are recom-
mended at 575-517-0669. For a 
complete list of studios, artists 
and galleries visit www.artmagda-
lenanm.com.

DEMING
■ The annual Luna County Fine 

Arts & Crafts Show will be pre-
sented as is the May 2023 exhibit 
at the Deming Art Center. Fea-
tured are local artists and crafters 
from Luna County. It showcases 
many different mediums including 
painting, sculpture, fiber arts, jew-
elry and more. The exhibit will be 
up from May 2-30. There will be 
a time to meet the artists from 1-2 
p.m. on Sunday, May 7. Deming 
Art Center is at 100 S. Gold St., 
Deming. The gallery hours are 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday and 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday. Info: 575-
546-3663 and at www.demingarts.
org. 

TRUTH OR 
CONSEQUENCES
■ The Border Artists have a 

group exhibition at the RioBravoF-
ineArt Gallery. The opening re-
ception will be on the Second Sat-
urday Art Hop, from 6-9 p.m. April 
8, 110 N. Broadway St. in T or C. 
The show will be up until May 28. 
The Border Artists were conceived 
in late 1990 as a way of increasing 
visibility and recognition for the 
work of a group of fine artists in 
southern New Mexico. They were 
later organized as a non-profit art-
ists’ association in 1995. The mem-
bers are residents of southern New 
Mexico and El Paso, Texas. Mem-
bership is by invitation. The 20 

ARTS + OPPORTUNITIES

Arts Scene
Upcoming area art happenings

“Walrus Head” by Mark Morden
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Call on these area experts for all your needs in Silver City!

Call (575) 654-7252
www.gilanetworks.com

Serving Grant County

Computer
Problems?

Support and Repair
for Windows PC’s and
small/home networks

An Old-Fashioned 
Commitment  to 
Great Service!

(575)534-0286

We’re the other guys,
not those guys. 

Professional service for foreign  
and domestic cars and 4x4s

1881 Hwy. 180, Silver City

Your Local Printshop

Stickers
Fleet Graphics

Labels
Floor Graphics

Window Graphics

We Print Custom

www.boxcarstickers.com
(575) 952-0878

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
For all your electrical needs

575.654.7673575.654.7673 Enchantedtouchnm

Landscape Design Installation Maintenance
Expert Garden Services

Enchantedtouchnm@gmail.com
(575)313-9105

Phillip Kinner • Amara Lorch
30 years combined experience

970-237-9273

D

•Arborists
•Property 
 Cleanup
•9-Yard  
 Dump Truck
•Tree & Shrub      
  Work
•Irrigation Repairs  
& Installation
• and more!

Serving Silver City and Surrounding Area

•Metal Roofing • Carports
•Garages • Metal Buildings
& Wood Storage Buildings

575-538-2929
3100 Hwy. 180 E. • Suite B

Silver City
structuremetalroofing@gmail.com

members work in various media: 
painting, sculpture, fiber art, clay, 
and jewelry. Their exhibitions are 
often fundraisers for other local not 
for profit groups, and they award 
annual artistic scholarships for high 
school and university students. 
Info: www.riobravofineartgallery.
com.

ALAMOGORDO
■ Otero Arts received an “Arts 

and The Military 2023 Mini 
Grant” from New Mexico Arts 
for $2,000 to underwrite activities 
to celebrate “Otero Arts Veterans 
Art Showcase” on Armed Forc-
es Day, the weekend of May 20. 
While some members of Otero 
Arts are military veterans or relat-
ed to veterans, there are many other 
active duty military who are shar-
ing their talent at the Veterans Art 
Showcase. On Saturday, May 6, 
Rochelle Williams and Lori Arel-
la are hosting a writers’ workshop 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and ending 
at 12:30 p.m. At 7 p.m. Friday May 
19 the musical “Ghost Town,” 
written and staged by veteran Na-

than Young, will be performed. 
The cast is comprised of local tal-
ent some of whom are Veterans. 
On Sunday May 21, a Pop Up Art 
Exhibition of Veterans Art will be 
on display from 1-7 p.m. Coincid-
ing with the art show will be mu-
sical performances, readings and 
an open MIC beginning at noon. 
The art exhibit continues from 3-6 
p.m., May 22 – 23. The All Veter-
ans Art Showcase events take place 
at Otero Artspace located at 1118 
Indiana Ave. in Alamogordo. Info: 
oteroarts.org.

■ Starting May 5 Otero Arts 
also features paintings by Maria 
Aragon at the Artspace with an 
opening reception from 5-7 p.m. 
The Artspace is located at 1118 
Indiana Ave., Alamogordo. The 
exhibition continues through May 
with the gallery open from 1-4 p.m. 
Thursdays through Sundays. Ara-
gon’s love of mythology and sym-
bolism infuses her work with im-
ages from Hellenistic depictions of 
Apollo and Asian influence of the 
Buddha. The exhibit also includes 
landscapes and abstract pieces. Ac-

cording to Aragon, “It’s all about 
beauty, playing with color and sym-
bolism.” Info: oteroarts.org.

TULAROSA
■ Paul Vesey, featured artist 

at the Dancing Dog Gallery has 
worked as a professional artist for 
more than 40 years. He has enjoyed 
working in a variety of mediums 
including wood, canvas, clay, metal 
and semi-precious stones. The gal-
lery is in Tularosa at 313 Granado 
St. and can be found at: dancing-
dog.art

LAS CRUCES
■ The Tombaugh Gallery wel-

comes artist Mark Morden, with 
an opening reception on May 7, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. In addition 
to architecture in college, Morden 
studied pastel painting and draw-
ing. Morden is a portrait artist who 
paints portraits of both architectural 
works and people. The exhibit con-
tinues through June, 2. The Tom-
baugh Gallery is open 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Thursday - Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Sunday and located 

inside the Unitarian Universalist 
Church at 2000 S. Solano Drive in 
Las Cruces.

■ The Branigan Cultural Cen-
ter newest exhibition, “Trinity,” 
features artwork by Sarah Nguyen. 
Trinity addresses political, cultural, 
and scientific events by questioning 
our past and the choices we have 
made through her piece Break into 
Blossom. This exhibit is on view 
from May 5 through July 1, 2023. 
Opening reception will take place 
5-7 p.m. on May 5. Nguyen’s work 
as a mixed media artists revolves 
around storytelling and reexamin-
ing our own actions. The museum 
is open 1- 4:30 p.m. Tuesday to Fri-
day and 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Saturdays 
and located at 501 N. Main St. in 
Las Cruces. Info: 575-541-2154.

■ Gallery 925 is celebrating 
International Print Day in May 
by inviting local printmakers to 
show their hand pulled prints in 
the Third Annual Printmaking 
Show. Among the artists exhib-
iting their works are: Diane Ali-
re, Diana Ayres, Chris Bardey, 
Nancy Frost Begin, Francisco 

Delgado, Manuel Guerra, Karen 
Hernandez, Raul Monarez, Lou-
is Ocepek, SABA, Noel Sandino, 
Penny Scribner, Gabriele Teich, 
Gummi Thordarson, Roy van 
der Aa, Isaac Varela, Diane Vera, 
Shane Wiggs, Corinne Whitmill, 
Adriana Zavala and Naida Zuck-
er with a variety of printmaking 
processes including photogravure, 
etching, woodcut, gel printing, 
linocut and screen printing. Gal-
lery 925 will be participating in 
live printmaking demos and studio 
tours from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 6. An opening reception 
is 1-8 p.m. at the gallery during first 
Friday, May 5. First Friday features 
free trolley rides from 5-8 p.m. be-
tween all open Mesquite district 
galleries. The work is up through 
May 28. The gallery is open 1-5 
p.m. Fridays and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays. Gallery 
925 is located in the Mesquite His-
torical District near the corner of 

ART SCENE 

continued on page 30
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T h e  D i g i ta l  A r t w o r k  o f

Kenneth Hadlock
One Weekend Only!

FRI. MAY 19
5 PM-8 PM

SAT. MAY 20
11 AM - 5 PM

SUN. MAY 21
11 AM-3 PM

Seedboat Center  
for the Arts

214 W. Yankie St.
Silver City, NM

www.instagram.com/ 
seedboatcenterforarts

Mesquite and Spruce streets. Info: 
gallery925nm.com.

■ A photo exhibit captures 
the world of hummingbirds at 
the New Mexico Farm & Ranch 
Heritage Museum in Las Cruces. 
“Grace in Motion” which features 
photography by Nirmal Khandan. 
The exhibit features 36 portraits of 
hummingbird species common to 
the region interacting with local flo-
ra. The show is free but regular mu-
seum admission is required to see 
the rest of the museum. The show 
will be on display through July 30 
in the Arts Corridor at the New 
Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage 
Museum, 4100 Dripping Springs 
Road in Las Cruces. Info: www.
nmfarmandranchmuseum.org.

■ Agave Gallery artist of the 
May is Paul Maxwell. He crafts 
his fine art paintings in his South-
ern New Mexico studios in Las 
Cruces and Alto. He focuses on 
landscapes and local subjects of 
the southwest. From 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 13, Maxwell offers 

a painting demonstration of pet 
portraits at Agave Artist Gallery. 
He will demonstrate his technique 
using water-soluble oils on a small 
11 x 14” canvas. Attendees can 
watch, ask questions or try making 
a portrait of their own. To partici-
pate, bring supplies: canvas, easel, 
paints, brushes, etc. View his work 
at the gallery, 2250 Calle De San 
Albino, which is open from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Friday to Monday. The 
gallery is at 2250 Calle De San Al-
bino. Info: 575-339-9870.

■ The Mesilla Valley Fine Arts 
Gallery, 2470-A Calle de Gua-
dalupe, across from the historic 
Fountain Theatre hosts the My 
Masterpiece game. On Saturday, 
May 27, the gallery will be holding 
its Spring Event, which includes 
a free drawing class for adults giv-
en by Frank Rimbach, one of the 
resident artists and an art professor 
at El Paso Community College. Art 
supplies and light refreshments will 
be provided. My Masterpiece, a 
popular game for the past 20 years 
will be held during May. Each of 
more than 20 Gallery members 
has created a piece of art inspired 
by a famous artist. Each of their 

art pieces is associated with a clue. 
Match the clue and the artwork to 
the famous artist. The gallery also 
features two local artists for the 
month of May: John Glass and 
Rich Spellenberg. Glass is a wa-
tercolorist and Spellenberg works 
with wood.  First American Bank in 
Mesilla, is well represented by gal-
lery members who rotate the galler-
ies artists’ work monthly. Gallery 
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 
Info: 575-522-2933, www.mesilla-
valleyfinearts.com.

■ New Mexico State University 
Art Museum has the “Ad Infini-
tum: Artists Against War and Im-
perialism,” running through May 
20. The show features war-era post-
ers and artworks from the NMSU 
Permanent Art Collection in the 
Bunny Conlon Modern and Con-
temporary Art Gallery. The artwork 
highlights twentieth-century impe-
rialism and its effects such as mil-
itarization, the nuclear arms race, 
the destruction of human lives and 
damage to the natural environment. 
The UAM is at 1390 E. University 
Avenue. Art museum hours are 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday. 

ARTS SCENE
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By Alice Wyatt

Solomon Stone’s exhibi-
tion, “Dancing Colors - 
A Celebration in Three 

Parts,” employs a vivid palette of 

colors and intuitive transforma-
tion of forms to create a height-

ARTS

Dancing Colors
A 3-part celebration

DANCING COLORS 

continued on page 32

“Sentinel Rocks” by Solomon Stone

OPEN: 7-2 Thurs-Tues
Dinner: 5-8:30(?) Thurs, Fri, Sat & Mon

DINER

619 N. Bullard, Suite G • 575-956-6156

•Pork Chop •Chef Salad
•Salmon •Burger and Fries
•Fettucine Alfredo w/ chicken
•Chicken Salad - breaded or grilled

Serving four nights a week:  FREE SCOOP 
OF ICE CREAM

when you present this ad with  
your order!

NOW SERVING 

DINNER!
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Corner Florida & Columbus Hwy. 
PO Box 191, Deming, NM

(575)546-3922

1618 E. Pine St. 
Silver City, NM 88061
Phone (575)388-1561
Fax (575) 388-9952 

Victor A. Nwachuku, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Gail Stamler, C.N.M.

Michelle Diaz, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Anne Jones, C.N.M.

www.cassiehealthcenter.com SmithRealEstate.com
(575) 538-5373

or 1-800-234-0307

505 W. College Avenue
PO Box 1290

Silver City NM 88062

New mobile-friendly 
website with all  

Silver City MLS listings!
REAL ESTATE
SMITH

Property Management
&

Everyday 
Observations

Understanding what 
patriotism means 

By Abe Villarreal

On a trip to Washington, D.C., 
recently, I was reminded of what 
it feels like to be patriotic. It’s 
something most of us say that 
we are, but it can be difficult to 
explain the emotions it brings up 
when we are feeling it.

The feeling is powerful when 
you are standing and staring up 
at Mr. Abraham Lincoln. The 
president who helped us keep 
us together. No easy feat during 
any generation. We are individ-
ualists more and more. To the 
president’s left and right are 
words carved into limestone. 
Big words, but only a few words.

When the country needed 
him the most, he said only what 
needed to be said. There it is 
memorialized for generations. 
I read the Gettysburg address 
and some of his other immortal 
thoughts, and I felt patriotic. We 
were blessed to have him.

Many of the memorials in the 
nation’s capital include steps, 
many steps. Somehow it makes 

sense to have to walk up to these 
giants of history. Lincoln, Jeffer-
son, Martin Luther King. Jr. They 
walked their steps and left their 
marks in history.

Most of us don’t walk too 
many steps anymore. We want to 
make a difference in the snap of 
a finger. Take a picture of what 
we did and then tell the world 
we did it. We are a different gen-
eration.

I had a different sense of patri-
otism as I experienced other me-
morials. The long wall of names 
with the fallen heroes of the 
Vietnam War gives you a certain 
feeling. Gratitude and apprecia-
tion, but also sadness and even 
some questions.

To read the full columns you’ve 
grown to love, visit us online at 
desertexposure.com.

RaisingDad
I Like The Dark

By Jim and Henry Duchene

Well, my father had been sick 
for several days.

We warned him, but he didn’t 
listen (The Sky Is Black! 1-23). 

He continued on his walks. In the 
cold. In the wet. It didn’t matter. 
We asked him not to. It mattered 
less. We told him not to, but he 
knows better. He always knows 
better. He was determined to 
walk his illness away. He thinks 
walking will help him live forev-
er, but it just might be the death 
of him. 

I was sitting in the den. All the 
lights were off. The drapes were 
closed. I like the dark. I guess 
that makes me Team Edward. 

Google it.
I swear, my father must have a 

Chinese spy balloon somewhere 
inside our house, because he’ll 
stay in his little in-law house 
at the front of our property un-
til one of us, mainly me, enters 
the kitchen. Then, seconds later, 
he’ll stroll right in. My theory is 
he is constantly monitoring us 
via an Apple AirTag he secretly 
acquired on the geriatric black 
market. As soon as he knows 
we’re moving around, he gets 
moving as well. Out of his house 
and into ours. 

I was drinking a cup of hot 
chocolate.

Why not my usual gourmet 
coffee, you ask?

You sure do ask a lot of ques-
tions, my friend.

Well – sometimes life is more 
than the status quo, but, I’ll ad-
mit, I dump a heaping teaspoon 
of instant coffee to my cocoa to 
add a little kick.

“Why don’t you just have cof-
fee?” my beautiful, but bossy, 
wife will ask me.

“Because I don’t want coffee,” 
I’ll explain. How can she have 
lived with me for so long and not 
understand? 

To read the full columns you’ve 
grown to love, visit us online at 
desertexposure.com.

Talking Horses
The Power of Play

By Scott Thomson

Like most people when they’re 
first introduced to horses, my 
early years were mostly about 
how much fun it was riding out 
on the trails, chatting with other 
riders and seeing some beautiful 
scenery. Riding school horses 
and well-broke ranch horses, 
usually surrounded by their 
equine buddies, meant there was 
not a whole lot to worry about 
so you could relax and enjoy the 

ride.
Even when I started tak-

ing more serious lessons and 
studying the concepts of nat-
ural horsemanship, the focus 
was primarily on how to get 
the horse to do the things we 
wanted to do during our time 
with them. The one thing you 
almost never heard was what 
does the horse think about all 
this. It seemed this was an ac-
tivity where the bottom line was 
about how much fun can a per-
son have with a horse, as if the 
horse wasn’t really part of the 
equation.

When I bought my first horse, 
it was pretty clear I had my 
hands full with this particular 
animal. Our first ride after the 
check had cleared lasted about 
a mile before he started bucking 
and spinning. Not being skilled 
enough at the time to know how 
to handle this, I managed to 
get off without injury, but even 
walking back to the barn from 
the safety of the ground proved 
to be challenging. 

To read the full columns you’ve 
grown to love, visit us online at 
desertexposure.com.
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ened mood in each piece. His professional 
background in painting and advanced pho-
tography are equally evident in this colorful 
triptych of subjects, including Unique Rock 
Forms, a Magnificent Tree and Rose Por-
traits, each printed in vivid metallic ink on 
20” x 36” archival canvases.

In 2018, 50 years after receiving a dual de-
gree in painting and advanced photography 
from the San Francisco Art Institute, Stone 
completed a graduate level digital photog-
raphy course at Western New Mexico Uni-
versity in Silver City, NM. Abandoning his 
beloved Nikon cameras, he embraced emerg-
ing technology and embarked on a new pho-
tographic journey.

With a Samsung cellphone and a photo ed-
iting app, Roses become pools of lava, barren 
sandstone blooms with psychedelic lichen, 
and a black solar flare halos an enormous la-
pis monolith.

Rock Formations, a Red Cedar Tree, and 
Portraits of Roses represent three locations 

that are close to the artist’s home and heart. 
Rock Formations captures the massive stone 
structures scattered in the high desert land-
scape of the City of Rocks State Park in 
southern New Mexico. Stone’s backyard in 
Silver City, NM is home to the sprawling Red 
Cedar that looms over his kitchen window. 
The luscious Red, Yellow and Green Roses, 
posing so patiently for their portraits, fill the 
flowerbeds at his home on the Rio Grande in 
Truth or Consequences.

Since relocating to New Mexico in 2010, 
Stone quickly became a respected contributor 
to the local art scene in Truth or Consequenc-
es, NM. A well-received solo exhibition at 
the Rio Bravo Fine Arts Gallery took place in 
December 2018 through January 2019.

The artist is a member and frequent ex-
hibitor at Grapes Gallery, 407 Main Street 
in downtown Truth or Consequences, where 
pieces from “Dancing Colors - A Celebration 
in Three Parts” are on display.

Grapes Gallery Hours: 12-5pm Daily 2nd 
Saturday Art Hop & Special Events 949-371-
7691

The artist can be reached at solomon-
stone99@gmail.com everyone.  

DANCING COLORS

continued from page 30PROFESSIONAL PET SITTING

FRUMPY FOX, LLC
Certified professional pet sitter through Pet Sitters International

•Serving Silver City since 2004
•Insured and Bonded

In your HOME  
or in your BARN!

Find a  
local pet sitter 
at petsit.com

frumpyfox.net
575-313-0690

visit us on

Las Cruces Shuttle - Taxi
Charter - Courier

Las Cruces Transportation

YOUR RIDE. YOUR WAY.

Call us today to make 
a reservation today.

800-288-1784 
lascrucesshuttle.com


