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#87 “Desert Dumbfounder” by Dave Thomas is a simple substitution cipher; one letter stands for 
another. Solution is by trial and error. Solution will appear in next month’s Desert Exposure.
Send full solution, or just the Secret Words, to nmsrdave@swcp.com, and be recognized! 

Use the answer key below to track your clues, and reveal Secret Words!

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z

Clue: Z = J, W = Q

Previous Solution: "WE WILL GET RID OF DUMPSTER DIVING AND MAKE 
THE UNIVERSITY A MORE WELCOMING AND BETTER-LOOKING PLACE, AND WE 

WILL GIVE BACK TO THE COMMUNITY." - WNMU'S ITZELA DARKENWALD 
*Secret Words:”YOUTHS RECLAIM”

Congrats to #86 solvers : 
Kaustuv Sengupta*Mike Arms*, 

David Pino*, Shorty Vaiza*, 
and Skip Howard*, !

"EXX HYMPI BIEJP ML DJENHFNI - F EXUEBP UEGHIV HM VM E 

YMJPI, GMU F NEG ZOPH VM HYIA, EGB YMJPI, EGB TJIIV." - 

AOJEXFPH VESFV XEJNMA, XEHIXB ML HJOHY MJ NMGPIWOIGNIP

TIPS:www.nmsr.org/secretword.htm and www.nmsr.org/cypher-how2.jpg 
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choice establishments throughout southern New Mexico. Mail subscriptions 
are $54 plus tax for 12 issues. Single copies by mail $5. All contents © 2023 
Osteen Media Group, LLC. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication 
may be reproduced without written permission. 

All rights to material by outside contributors revert to the author. Views 
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in Desert Exposure do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors or 
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including email letters, are intended for publication. All submissions, including 
letters to the editor, may be edited for length, style and content.
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My mom was always a big reader, as 
was I. My parents would yell at me 
to stop reading on long car drives 

as we were driving through the beautiful lo-
cations of the world. Many times, at summer 
camp or at my grandmother’s house I would 
be hiding under the blankets with a flashlight 
and a book well after lights out. Clearly some 
things never change, my oldest granddaugh-
ter can be found in the car and in the bedroom 
past bedtime consuming the printed words 
like a starving man eating dinner. 

In the 1990s at some point, my mom de-
cided to read all the science fiction books 
in the Alamogordo Public Library and she 
started in the A’s. I was impressed, that 

seemed to me an amazing thing to do, am-
bitious and strange at the same time. She 
wouldn’t read the fantasy, only the hard 
stuff, she has a logical sciencey bent and 
not much use for romantic and fantastic.

For myself, I read anything that would 
take me out of this place and entirely into 
another one, whether it be science fic-
tion, fantasy or stories about animals in 
the wild. But now that is the world I live 
in and I love to share with you in the form 
of Desert Exposure. The world has be-
come a more and more surreal place and 
we are on it for the ride.

In this edition the ride includes taking 
off from Spaceport America with Virgin 

Galactic and its first civilian customer 
flight, it’s been 14 years since I watched 
the first ground turned for the spaceport. 
The thing I remember most clearly is the 
costumed conquistadores walking across 
the Jornada del Muerto to the site with 
their helmets and spears – right into the 
future of space.

This month’s ride includes the White 
Sands Balloon Invitational, a chance to 
watch the sun, and the colors of hot air 
balloons rise over the rolling white dunes 
– a fantasy brought to life. 

And then there is the wild, as the Gila 
Wilderness approaches its 100th anniver-
sary next year writer M. John Fayhee has 

put out a book, one of the first published 
by Western New Mexico University’s new 
Mimbres Press. Fayhee, who hiked with 
his dog, Casey, every day for 366 days, 
gave us a preview of his writing with one 
of last year’s writing contest winners, 
“Hiking Sticks,” a version of which ap-
pears in his book, “A Long Tangent: Mus-
ings from an old man and his young dog 
hiking every day for a year.”

Elva K. Österreich is editor of Desert 
Exposure and would love to meet Desert 
Exposure readers. Contact her at editor@
desertexposure. com.

Filling the Gaps
A journey though time, space and fantasy

EDITOR’S NOTE | ELVA K. ÖSTERREICH

Dream mountain living with all the modern conveniences. 4 wooded acres,  
breathtaking views of   Gila National Forest and southwestern sunsets. Custom   
cabinets, chandelier,  stairway and mantel. Central vacuum, Pella Windows . A 
Private office/4th bedroom and two primary bedrooms, one on the main floor 
with walk-in shower, and double sinkscombined with a sitting area that can be 
used as an office nook, extra sleeping space or yoga mat. Downstairs is another 
private bedroom and great room/kitchenette and a two car attached garage. A 
must see for any enthusiast MLS39214. $699,000

Secluded Off-Grid living at its best . . . with unsurpassed views. 
Complete privacy from other structures. All parcel owners have the benefit of 
a 6,000 square foot Headquarters building, with caretaker/horse wrangler.This 
parcel is part of almost 3,000 deeded acres and ready for you to design and 
build you dream hide-a-way.  6,000 foot elevation and seclusion of the wide 
open West. Public State land bordering this 240 acre parcel. Enjoy the natural 
beauty the southwest has to offer. MLS#39680. $240,000

Overlooking the town of Silver City,  this 5 bedroom, 3 bath home is impec-
cably designed & thoughtfully updated. Mountain Views, Built-in Bookcases, 
Custom Stone Fireplaces, Formal Dining Room and a sleek, Modernized Kitchen 
with Granite Countertops and Stainless Appliances. Primary suite boasts 
oversized bathroom with jetted tub, double vanity and a walk-in shower. Large 
patio offers  a perfect space for entertaining. Seamless Metal Roof, Tankless 
Water Heater, A /C plus evaporative cooling, enclosed garages for 4 vehicles, 
workshop with restroom, gas fireplace inserts, hot tub. MLS39787. $680,000.  

Located in the heart of the Mimbres Valley! 2 BR 
with 1-1/2 bath 1512 sf. Large living room and dining 
room with built in oak cabinets & shelves. Bonus area 
near kitchen for an office.  Bedroom with loft area and 
private entrance. Master bedroom features 1/2 bath 
and private entrance. Radiant heat,on demand water 
heater plus passive solar. Floors are tile, laminate & 
poured concrete. Level 1 acre with highway frontage 
and lots of parking. Commercial grade construction. 
MLS#39841. $255,000

Main Office: 120 E. 11th St., Silver City NM • Toll Free (866)538-0404 •Office (575)538-0404
www.bettersilvercity.com | karen@bettersilvercity.com

Mimbres Office: 2991 Highway 35, Mimbres NM • Toll Free (866)538-0404 •Office (575)574-8798
www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com | robin@bettersilvercity.com

This 2358 sq/ft 3/2 home is designed to incorporate native stone foundations, 
porch column piers and steps and fireplaces with heavy timber beams/columns, 
portraying the true spirit of the old western character. Two Anasazi Bear figures 
inlaid in the stone entryway below the 2 1\4” thick knotty Alder entry door. 
Peeled bark trees enhance the interior, complimented by peeled Shaggy Bark 
Juniper railings, Indian Box-Joint Pine walls,terracotta tile floors with towering 
20+ foot ceilings.  840 sq/ft  porch providing indescribable views, privacy and 
security of remote living in the in southwest . MLS#39636 $1,330,000.

Great location for a gallery, retail space, 
restaurant or BnB. In thecenter of Yankie Street Art 
District. One bedroom and one bathroom ready to 
live in or rent out. Upstairs is an unfinished bed-
room with much potential. The back of the building 
has a kitchen and large living area separated from 
the largestorefront area. This downtown spot has 
lots of potential for a future business, residence or 
investment property. MLS39648. $399,000

Privacy on almost 40 acres. This 2560 sq/
ft 4 bedroom, 2 bath manufactured home is 2x6 
construction with 9’ ceilings, sheet-rocked and 
textured throughout and provides ample space and 
storage for the larger family. The KITCHEN is custom 
designed with plenty of cabinet, pantry storage and 
counter space. Metal barn, pipe corrals, pens, roping 
arena, plus a storage container! Country living at its 
best! MLS39736. $445.000

3,000 sq ft log home  on 217+/-acres, with Forest 
and BLM boundaries. Extraordinary craftsmanship, 
native stonework and hand forged steel hardware 
throughout. Power is off grid and boasts a 14 Kw 
Solar array. Detached garage and use of the Asso-
ciation owned 6,000 sq/ft Headquarters, for guests 
andentertaining, and shared use of the almost 
7,000 acre Greenwood Canyon Ranch. Located in 
the southwest corner of New Mexico. MLS#39604, 
$1,090,000. 

• DAN COOK, QUALIFYING BROKER •

Gorgeous custom home  and a guest house!    
Limestone floors, Pella doors and windows, butler’s 
pantry with sink, freezer and dishwasher,  copper 
tub in primary as well as walk-in shower. Heated 
Badu swim system outside  w/wraparound deck. 
Guest house  with 725 s.f. features kitchen, laundry 
and living/bed area.  Garage/workshop all located 
on 5 acres with Forest boundary.   MLS#39700. 
$735,000

End of Mineral Creek Road lies a 120 acre 
jewel, bordering Gila National Forest. Irrigated 
pastures, an old orchard, all with a recently 
updated irrigating system ready to open up the 
flood gates. There are 11 acre feet of water rights 
that include surface, ditchand irrigation rights. 
Wild New Mexico game frequent the pastures and 
orchard making this a once in a lifetimeopportu-
nity to own a property with this much water in 
the great southwest. MLS#39635. $950,000
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POETRY SQUARED
On Tuesday, Aug. 8, Deming and Silver 

City were visited by the New Mexico poet 
laureate, Lauren Camp, and the executive 
director of New Mexico State Arts Agen-
cy, Michelle Laflamme-Childs. 

 The Deming gathering was hosted by 
Unidos, On Gold Avenue Coffee Shoppe 
(www.coloresunited.org). After an intro-
ductory talk by Camp, she read two po-
ems from her new book, “An Eye in Each 
Square.” An open Mic then gave each per-
son a chance to share one or two poems, 
and even a song. Next came a creative 
session, inviting everyone to write five 
sentences describing Deming, using each 
of the five physical senses as the founda-
tion. Lauren has been sharing this exercise 
while exploring New Mexico during her 
tenure as Poet Laureate. She sees these 
sentences coming together as a possible 
“chap book” sharing an intimate look at 
each community. 

The Tranquilbuzz Coffee House hosted 
the Silver City open gathering. This was 
facilitated by the former poet laureate of 
Grant County and Silver City, Elise Stu-

art. Camp shared her poetry, followed by a 
book signing and an open mic. 

  The Church of Harmony (at Tranquil-
buzz) created the perfect space for the po-
etry workshop. The workshop was a study 
of pantoums. A pantoum is a poem of any 
length, composed of four-line stanzas, in 
which the second and fourth lines of each 
stanza serve as the first and third lines of 
the next stanza. 

New Mexico Poet Laureate Lauren 
Camp speaks at the Tranquilbuzz 
Coffee House in Silver City. (Photo by 
Stanley Sabre)

POSTCARD FROM THE EDGE
Silver City and Grant 
County former 
Poet Laureate Elise 
Stuart, New Mexico 
State Arts Agency 
Executive Director 
Michelle Laflamme-
Childs and New 
Mexico Poet Laureate 
Lauren Camp 
enjoy some Desert 
Exposure time during 
their visit to Deming 
Aug. 8 (Photo by 
Stanley Sabre).

If you have guests 
from out of town who 
are having a blast 
and reading Desert 
Exposure, shoot them with your camera and send us the photo with a 
little information. Or, if you are traveling, don’t forget to share, do the 
selfie thing with yourself holding a copy of Desert Exposure it to editor@
desertexposure.com or stick it in the mail to: Desert Exposure, 1740-A 
Calle de Mercado, Las Cruces, NM 88005.

50 years  
in Business as  
of Feb. 7, 2022

50  
Years in  

Business!

Open Mon. - Sat.  
9am - noon and 1:30 -4pm

(closed for lunch 12 noon - 1:30)

1117 S. White Sands Blvd.,  
Alamagorda (next to Applebees)

575•437•9828 

We Buy & Sell Gold, Silver, old JeWelry, Scrap, and Bullion



6 • SEPTEMBER 2023 www.desertexposure.com

M. John Fayhee, 
one-time pub-
lisher of the 

famed Mountain Gazette 
magazine, will read from and 
sign copies of his latest book, 
“A Long Tangent: Musings 
from an old man and his 
young dog hiking every day 
for a year,” at 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 6, at Light 
Hall Theatre on the West-

ern New Mexico University 
campus in Silver City.

The book covers a lot of 
ground.

“As my 60th birthday ap-
proached, I decided to do 
something of relative note,” 
Fayhee said. “I had real-life 
responsibilities that did not 
allow me to, say, attempt to 
hike the Pacific Crest Trail. I 
had to concoct a challenging 

scheme that I could integrate 
into my day-to-day life that 
would not incline my wife 
toward seeking the services 
of a divorce lawyer.”

The idea to hike every day 
for a solid year evolved from 
a similar, though less ambi-
tious, endeavor undertaken 
the previous year when he 
hiked 41 straight days after 
determining to lose weight 

for a high-school reunion. 
Hiking was not a new con-
cept for Fayhee, who had 
undertaken previous forays 
along the Appalachian, Col-
orado, Arizona and Conti-
nental Divide trails, but he 
said he never went more than 
a fortnight without taking 
what is known in backpack-
ing circles as a “zero day.”

While sitting on a barstool 

one evening, 
Fayhee decid-
ed to expand 
that undertaking.

“I downed a 
few pints, scrib-
bled some shock-
ingly legible notes 
about embarking 
upon a quest to hike 
every day for a year on a 
cocktail napkin, walked out 
to my ancient 4Runner and 
bounced the idea off my 
dog, Casey, who had been 
contentedly snoozing on 
the back seat,” Fayhee says. 
“Casey responded positive-
ly to the notion. So, the next 
day we bushwhacked to the 

top of a 
local peak and 

hiked for 366 straight days.”
According to Fayhee, 

there were only two rules: 
First, each hike had to be 
at least 60 minutes (though 
most were longer) and each 
had to take place out in the 
forest. Strolls around town 
did not count.

“The overwhelming major-
ity took place in my backyard 

ON THE SHELF

‘A Long Tangent’
Book reflects changing point in author’s life

Make reservations 
& view availability online
BearCreekCabins.com

1.888.388.4515 • 575.388.4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com

Just 7 miles north of Silver City on Hwy 15

•  Fireplaces  
• Secluded Balconies
• Porches   
• Telephone & Wifi 
• Satellite TV
• Barbecue Grill 
• Meeting Room with  
   Lodge w/ Kitchen
• Cabins w/ Kitchens available 
• Gift Shop • Pet Friendly  
• Venue for Events

    

Fabulous getaway nestled in  
the tall pines of Pinos Altos

1810 South Ridge Rd., Silver City - next to Chevron

Call
575-538-0850

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS • FedEx • US Mail  
• Private Mailboxes

•Re-Mailing • Fax • Copy  
• Notary

Denise Dewald, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road

Silver City, NM

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri
PH ( 575) 388-1967
Fax (575)388-1623

info@eaglemailservices.com
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– New Mexico’s Gila National Forest, which 
is home to the world’s first legally designated 
wilderness area,” he said.

Though Fayhee’s efforts were eventually 
successful, there were bumps along the way, 
including twisting an ankle avoiding a rattle-
snake while jumping over a creek. 

“At one point, Casey went completely 
blind for a week for reasons we never deter-
mined,” he said. “I mislaid my car keys while 
out on the trail. I mislaid my car while out 
on the trail. A cook at a restaurant died while 
preparing my lunch. There were logistical 
challenges galore.”

In the end, Fayhee and Casey logged an es-

timated 1,200 trail miles.
“A Long Tangent” is not just a linear tale. It 

includes many interfaces with memory lane. 
Fayhee writes about mortality, hiking sticks, 
trail names, the relationship hikers have with 
their vehicles, mystery mountains, stinky 
socks, debilitating hangovers, poison ivy, 
stupidity, getting lost, getting found, the gen-
trification of the American West and, most of 
all, his love of hiking through wild lands with 
his dog.

Fayhee’s previous books include “Up at 
Altitude: A celebration of life in the High 
Country,” “Bottoms Up” and “Smoke Sig-
nals.” 

WNMU HOSTS BOOK EVENT
Mimbres Press of Western New Mexico University will hold a reading and book 

signing at historic Light Hall on the Silver City campus on Wednesday, Sept. 6. The eve-
ning will begin on the Light Hall Patio between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. with appetizers and 
refreshments provided by Bear Mountain Lodge from recipes that will be featured in the 
upcoming Mimbres Press publication, “Bear Mountain Lodge Cookbook.” 

At 6:30 p.m. in the Light Hall Auditorium, there will be readings from two books pub-
lished by Mimbres Press, Arturo Magaña Amaya’s “Nostalgias of November | Nostal-
gias de Noviembre,” a bilingual Spanish and English collection of poetry, and M. John 
Fayhee’s “A Long Tangent: Musings of an old man and his young dog hiking every day 
for a year.” The readings will be followed by a question-and-answer session and book 
signings by the authors.

SILVER CITY

W
EE

KE
N

D

• exhibitions
• workshops
• printer’s market
• live steamroller printing
• artists talks and more!

www.southwestprintfiesta.org

WEEKEND AT THE GALLERIES
• First Friday at the Galleries • exhibitions
• demonstrations • receptions
www.silvercityart.com

YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

Celebration

FRIDAY–SUNDAY October 6-8
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Heat, Water, the Coming Surge
Driving south into Mexico 

BORDER LIFE

Story and photos 
by Morgan Smith

Driving south from Santa 
Fe to Juárez or Palomas, 
Mexico has become like 

descending into a cauldron. It was 81 
degrees on July 26 when we left San-
ta Fe, 90 when we stopped in Plac-
itas to pick up beans and rice from 
the Dignity Mission, but 109 at the 
border at Santa Teresa. We’ve made 

four trips in July and the heat had 
become the dominant issue. If this 
heat continues, I predict another mi-
grant surge, built on heat and climate 
change-related crop failures and in-
creasingly unendurable living condi-
tions. Cities like Phoenix may have 
consistently hotter temperatures, but 
we Americans have air conditioning, 
showers, swimming pools, shaded 
areas, crop insurance and all sorts of 
protections that simply don’t exist in 

the many Latin American countries 
from which migrants come.

Here are some examples from our 
recent trips that show the situation in 
Juárez and Palomas, Mexico.

 On arriving at the barren court-
yard of a mental asylum named Pun-
to Zero on the west edge of Juárez, 
the first person to greet me was an 
older woman mental patient named 
Socorro. She was wearing a wool 
cap tied around her head and a thick 

BORDER LIFE

Cecilia 
Vazquez, 
Mixteca 
woman sell-
ing wares 
at the Santa 
Teresa bor-
der cross-
ing.

3050 Cougar Wy, Silver City NM • 575-538-9261 • PO Box 1973 Silver City, NM 88062
Lobby open Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30, Satudays 8:30am-5:00pm.  

Animal viewing is from 11:00am to close of business. Closed Sunday and Monday.
ADOPT-A-PET SPONSORED BY YOUR LOCAL PET LOVERS!

SPONSORED BY
GILA ANIMAL CLINIC

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

SPONSORED BY HIGH DESERT
HUMANE SOCIETY BOARD

Maizey, Female, DSH, 3 yrs, 
been here since 6/20/23

SPONSORED BY
BERT STEINZIG

Mick & Dude, 4 mos. 
been here since 4/8/23

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Jigsaw, Male, 2 yrs. 
Aussie/Catahoula X 

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Thaxter, Male,  4 mos. 
been here since 6/30/23

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Rylie, Female, spayed, 3 yrs.  
Chih/Doxy, been here since 7/6/23

SPONSORED BY
CHARIS MOSELY

Katten - female, spayed, DSH, 
been here since 7/27/23

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Mala, Female, DSH, 2 yrs. 
been here since 5/2/23

Female, 1 yr., Poodle/Terrier
Been here since 7/5/23

Roy Boy, young male, neutered, 
Terrier mix. Ready to go. 

Feller - Male, 5 mos. 
Been here since 4/8/23

Rooster, 2 yr. old male Great 
Pyrenees. Very Friendly.

The High Desert Humane Society

Zipper, Female, 1 yr. Heeler/Kelpie
been here since 6/21/23

To Join The PeT Page conTacT 
DeserT exPosure aT  

575-524-8061 

DonaTions neeDeD!
We WanT To exPanD anD builD a neW 

aDoPTion cenTer. Please helP!

SPONSORED BY
MONIKA AND JOHN
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fleece jacket. She stood mo-
tionless next to my car and 
seemed completely oblivious 
to the 109-degree heat. 

“She refuses to take that 
cap off,” Lupe, the director, 
said. Then Lupe tells me 
their refrigeration is broken, 
and they are waiting for a re-
pairman. 

“And we’re almost out of 
food,” she adds. She had 38 
mental patients to care for 
but luckily my trunk was full 
of the beans and rice from 
Dignity Mission.

Earlier when I came across 
the border, three women ap-
proached my car, Cecilia 
Vazquez, a Mixteca Indian 
from Oaxaca plus Graciela 
from Toluca, Mexico, and 
her daughter. For years, 
they have been coming from 
Anapra where they now 
live to sell trinkets at this 
crossing, enduring the bru-
tal heat in summer and the 
bone chilling winds in win-
ter to try to eke out a living. 
I always pay them for pho-
tos and give them food and 
clothing. They had no shade 
to go to and seemed dazed 
by the heat but selling these 
trinkets meant survival.

The Recreativa Agua Park, 
the one public pool along 
the highway south of Santa 
Teresa was closed, the gate 
locked. However, the fire-
men in tiny Palomas, some 
70 miles to the west had had 
a “sprinkle day” where kids 
could laugh, play and cool 
off under the water. There is 

no such thing in this area of 
Juárez; in fact, even the basic 
deliveries of water for cook-
ing and household work have 
been delayed.

Some 600 houses in this 
area of Juárez are made of 
cinder block and were built 
by the nonprofit Siguiendo 
Los Pasos de Jesús. They 
have basic electricity but 
what about the hundreds 
of other houses made of 
patched together scraps of 
cardboard and plywood? 

What about something as 
simple as shade? At Punto 
Zero there is a bench along 
the east side of a dormitory 
where there is shade. The pa-
tients sit there, slumped and 

silent, but there are no trees 
in this area on the west end 
of Juárez and none in Palo-
mas. In fact, these areas are 

almost totally lacking in any-
thing green. Due to the inno-
vative work of the non-profit 
Border Partners, this may 
change in Palomas, at least 
in terms of vegetables and 
fruit, but that is a long-term 
project.

At Vision in Action, the 
other mental asylum I’ve 
been helping for a dozen 
years, there are roughly 
120 patients, most of whom 
spend their days in a large 
open patio. Several years 
ago, we raised the money 
to close off about a third of 
the patio and create a space 
with air conditioning in the 
summer and warmth in the 
winter. I thought of it as an 
amenity but under today’s 
conditions of extreme heat, it 
is really about survival.

On Aug. 7, the alley behind 
the Sacred Heart church was 
full of young Venezuelans 
who were sleeping on the 
pavement. When we drove 

through there to deliver 
clothing, it was 109 degrees.

For many years these trips 
to take food and supplies to a 
variety of Mexican humani-
tarian programs were month-
ly. Now we go at least twice 
a month because the need is 
greater. Now the dominant 
theme on these trips is the 
weather. I have the air con-
ditioned car but what about 
Cecilia Vazquez trying to sell 
trinkets at Santa Teresa or 
Socorro who doesn’t know 
she should take off her wool 
cap or the hundreds of mi-

grants in crowded shelters. 
We Americans can escape 
– we have showers, air con-
ditioning, refrigeration, irri-
gation for our crops and food 
supply – but in the countries 
from which so many mi-
grants are coming, there are 
none of these protections.

Morgan Smith has been 
writing about conditions 
on the border for many 
years and can be reached 
at Morgan-smith@
comcast.net.

Socorro wears her cap through hot and cold at the 
Punto Zero mental asylum in Juárez.

A shack west of Juárez.

1300 Silver Heights Blvd., Silver City
(575) 388-3109

122 W. Spruce St., Deming
(575) 546-2602

www.thefurnituregalleryinc.com

Durable, stain resistant, 
sylish carpets that both 

you and your pets will 
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Three Dreamers in Space
Virgin Galactic launches first civilians at Spaceport America 

SUBORBITAL

By Elva K. Österreich

Imagine being on an airplane flight, be-
ing invited to a promotion for a non-
profit organization and filling out a 

form to go to space. There are thousands of 
other people who have filled out the forms 
and you know you don’t have a chance. But 
… then you get a call saying you are in the fi-
nal 20 and your heart bumps a little. Then one 
day, there is a knock at the door at your home 
on the little island of Antigua. You open it 
and Virgin Galactic founder, Richard Bran-

son, is standing with his huge smile.
Keisha Schahaff and Anastatia Mayers, 

mother and daughter, from Antigua and Bar-
buda, had that experience. But it was just the 
start. It was Thursday, Aug. 10, at Spaceport 
America in New Mexico the experience came 
true, and it was literally beyond their wildest 
dreams. Mayers, at 18, became the youngest 
person to have gone to space. 

Virgin Galactic’s Galactic 02 took off at 
8:30 a.m., reached apogee at 55 miles above 
the earth and landed at 9:30 a.m. Richard 
Branson watched virtually from Antigua with 

the excited residents of those islands.
Schahaff had a message for her people back 

in the Caribbean islands of Antigua and Bar-
buda that she shared following the experience. 

“We have to go beyond our fears,” she said. 
“We have so much big dreams, a lot of times 
we are afraid to even voice it because it’s too 
big and we don’t want to be shut down by 
our dreams. But it is okay to dream big and 
voice your dream and you will be uncomfort-
able trying to get to that dream, but this is 
how we stretch ourselves and you have got 
to go beyond your limits and that’s why you 

get there.”
Also on the flight, the first Virgin Galactic 

private astronaut flight Galactic 02, was Jon 
Goodwin from the United Kingdom, a for-
mer Olympian with Parkinson’s disease. He 
was the fourth person to put money down, 
$250,000, to buy a ticket for the journey to 
space 18 years ago.

Goodman, 80, said he thought the experi-
ence would be curtailed by the onset of his 
disease, but the people at Virgin Galactic 
made sure it would happen.

“I signed up in September 2005,” he said. 



DESERT EXPOSURE SEPTEMBER 2023 • 11

Virgin Galac-
tic’s Galactic 02 
mission private 

astronauts Anas-
tatia Mayers, Jon 

Goodwin and 
Keisha Schahaff 
say goodbye to 

onlookers as they 
make their way to 
the Range Rovers 

that will carry 
them to their ride 
to space. (Photo 
by Belinda Mills)

“It exceeded my wildest dreams. It was just 
completely surreal. I hope this inspires all 
others facing adversity and shows them chal-
lenges don’t have to inhibit or stop them from 
pursuing their dreams.”

Goodwin participated in the 1972 Summer 
Olympics in Munich as a canoeist and was 
the second individual with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease to fly to space. In addition to taking his 
grandson, Sebastian’s, photo and four rings 
that belonged to his wife, he wore a badge 
from his canoe club which, he said, inspired 
the first Olympic gold medal winner from 
Britain.

Thursday’s flight marks a milestone in 
terms of private space tourism as none of the 
three international private astronauts had any 
kind of extensive prior training before travel-
ing to the stars. 

The flight is the third successful spaceflight 
in just over three months. Virgin Galactic 
expects to launch roughly one commercial 
flight each month from Spaceport America 
through the conclusion of 2023. With a fleet 
of third-generation spacecrafts – the Del-
ta-class – currently in production, Virgin Ga-
lactic’s launch cadence will increase further 
beginning in 2026.

LIVE MUSIC FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS!
SEPT. 21!

Dirty Red
and the Soul Shakers

2140 E US Hwy 180, Silver City
513-313-5006
Come down for our: 

Volcano Vape Bar, Edibles, Infused Drinks, 
Organic Sun Grown Cannabis, CBD Products, 
Pre Rolls, Infused Cane and Cocunut Sugar, 

Infused Monk Fruit Sweetener,  
Infused MCT Oil, Patio, Live Events,  
Thursday Movie Nights, Drum Circle,  
Open Jam Session, Canabis Flights,  

Indoor/Outdoor Consumption Lounge 
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ARTS + OPPORTUNITIES

Arts Scene
Upcoming area art happenings

By Elva K. Österreich

SILVER CITY
• The Silver City Art As-

sociation First Friday Gal-
lery Walk is from 5-7 p.m., 
Sept. 1. During First Friday 
walks, SCAA downtown 
galleries stay open until 7 
p.m. to hold receptions, and 
feature art demonstrations or 
other special activities. For a 
map showing SCAA down-
town gallery locations, look 
for the big red dots, or to find 
out more about SCAA galler-
ies, studios, and independent 
artists, see silvercityart.com. 

•The 2023 Red Dot Studio 
Tour exhibition is on display 
at Light Art Space Gallery, 
209 W. Broadway in Silver 
City through Sept. 3. Enjoy 
the work of the studio artists 
and then visit their studios 10 
a.m.- 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
2 and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 3. Brochures and maps 
are available at Light Art 
Space. There will be a recep-
tion 5-7 p.m. Friday, Sept 1.

• “Trifecta.” featuring 
artwork by Charlee Alex-
ander, Tom Manning, and 
Rebecca Rousseau is at the 
Silver City Library, 515 W. 
College Ave. through Sept. 
30. Info: 575-538-6359.

• From Sept. 7 through 
Oct. 5, Francis McCray 
Gallery of Contemporary 
Art presents, “Cecil How-
ard – Retrospective Exhi-
bition 1955-2023,” a collec-
tion of over 60 years of his 
artistic career focusing on 

collage, assemblages, paint-
ing, sculpture, and ceramics. 
The opening reception is at 
6 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 7, at 
the gallery on Western New 
Mexico University campus. 
Howard taught art in Kansas 
before accepting a position at 
Western New Mexico Uni-
versity where he first taught 
ceramics and basic art and 
was director of the Francis 
McCray Gallery. The devel-
opment of the fine arts pro-
gram led to a later teaching 
emphasis on sculpture and 
painting. He retired in 1994 
after 31 years in the Depart-
ment of Expressive Arts, 
having been chair for several 
years. Howard’s six panel 
assemblage, “Heritage,” is 
permanently installed in the 
WNMU Fine Arts Audito-
rium foyer and he exhibits 
art in the Blue Dome Gal-
lery downtown and at Bear 
Mountain Lodge. Info: 575-
538-6517.

• At Light Art Space Gal-
lery, 209 W. Broadway in 
Silver City, presents “The 
Still(ed) Life: Celebrating 
Handmade Photographic 
Art.” Juror Diana Bloom-
field chose 48 images by 35 
artists from across the United 
States. Each work on display 
was created by the artist using 
hand-made photography pro-
cesses, many of them from 
the 19th and 20th centuries. 
“First Light, Last Light: 
Eric Renner and Nancy 
Spencer, Pinhole Photo-
graphs and Assemblages” 
will be on display Sept. 7-30 
in the Flash Gallery with a re-

ception planned Friday, Sept. 
8. Also on view at the gallery 
is work in various media by 
the Light Art Space Artists: 
Joel Armstrong, Joe Hueb-
ner, Karen Hymer, Kath-
leen Koopman, Rhonda 
Munzinger, Art Peterson, 
Susan Porter, Eric Renner, 
Nancy Spencer, and Juan 
Velasco. The gallery is open 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday-Sat-
urday (until 7 p.m. on First 
Fridays); 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Sunday; and by appointment. 
Info: lightartspace.com.

• The Grant County Art 
Guild is holding its annual 
“Creatures of the Gila” art 
and wildlife show Sept 1-10 
at the GCAG Studio, 200 W 
Market St. in Silver City. This 
fun hybrid show features art 
that depicts, or is inspired by, 
“Creatures” (mammals, fish, 
birds, insects and reptiles) 

who live in the Gila Riv-
er watershed. Each piece is 
paired with a description of 
the actual creature on which 
it is based. Show dates and 
hours are Sept 1-10, from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., with an open-
ing reception Friday, Sept 1 
from 5-7 p.m. during Silver 
City’s First Fridays Gallery 
Walk. For more information 
see gcag.org. The GCAG 
Gallery is open seven days 
a week, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
with extended hours for 
special events. The GCAG 
Gallery is located at 316 N 
Bullard. The Studio is at 200 
W Market St., both in Silver 
City. Info: gcag.org.

DEMING
• “Black and White, It 

Don’t Lie,” is the title of 
the September exhibit at the 
Deming Art Center. It is 
presented by the Mimbres 

Photography Alliance. 
The group consists of four 
award-winning, experienced 
photographers, dedicated to 
their art and to expressing 
their individual vision. The 
choice of black and white for 
this exhibition reflects their 
respect for the very roots 
of photography, using light, 
shadow, tone, and texture 
to capture the world around 
them. There will be a time to 
meet these talented photog-
raphers from 1-3 p.m., Sun-
day, Sept. 3. The exhibit will 
be on display Sept. 2 - 29. 
Deming Art Center is at 100 
S. Gold St., Deming. The 
gallery hours are 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Monday-Friday and 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday. 
Info: 575-546-3663 and at 
www.demingarts.org. 

ALAMOGORDO
• Otero Arts hosts its 

latest exhibition “The Two 
Anns,” 5-7 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 1, at Otero Artspace 
in the historic Women’s 
Club Building at 1118 Indi-
ana Ave. (12th and Indiana) 
in Alamogordo. The public 
is invited to view works of 
art by Ann Bagby and Ann 
Beacht, two dedicated edu-
cators-turned-painters, and 
Otero County residents. Bag-
by is a figurative, narrative 
painter and colorist working 
primarily with oil paint, pas-
tels, and salvaged materials. 
Beacht made the conscious 
decision to learn how to 
paint after she retired from 
a career in education. The 
gallery is open throughout 
the month 1-4 p.m. Thurs-

day through Sunday. Info: 
oteroarts.org.

CLOUDCROFT
• The Cloudcroft Art So-

ciety’s Gallery (CAS) annu-
al Labor Day show and sale 
is coming up 1 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on both Saturday and Sun-
day, Sept. 1 and 2. The show 
features work by the soci-
ety’s local artists as framed 
and matted paintings in 
many art mediums, photog-
raphy and digital photo art, 
scratch art, greeting cards, 
pottery, glass art, fiber dolls, 
gourd art and carvings and 
more. The artists are on hand 
to visit with during those 
times. The show is on dis-
play in the back room of the 
Nivison Library in the old 
red brick schoolhouse, 90 
Swallow Place, Cloudcroft. 
CAS is a local non-profit 
organization whose mission 
is to promote individual cre-
ativity and understanding of 
the visual arts and to provide 
a showcase for area artists. 
CAS serves Cloudcroft, the 
surrounding Sacramento 
Mountain communities, and 
the Alamogordo-Tularosa 
area. Info: sznana@totacc.
com.

MAGDALENA
• Magdalena Main Street 

Gallery Walk for Sept. 
2: Cruising Main, next to 
Judy Richardson’s studio, 
104 N. Main St. 

Kind of a small array, 
106 N. Main St. 

Warehouse 1010, 110 N. 
Main St.

Info: 210-473-9062.

The work of Cecil Howard is celebrated at the WNMU  
Francis McCray Gallery of Contemporary Art. 
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LAS CRUCES
• Gallery 925 presents 

new works by Diane Alire 
and Vickie Morrow for the 
month of September. Alire is 
primarily a photographer and 
mixed media artist. She has 
owned and operated Gallery 
925 for the past three years. 
Her work is photography 
based and this show features 
photos that have been hand 
colored with transparent oils 
and colored pencil. Morrow 
is an assemblage artist who 
lives in Las Cruces. She hails 
from Deming, originally. Her 
works are made by grouping 
found or unrelated objects. 
An opening reception with 
artists and refreshments is 

1-8 p.m., First Friday, Sept. 
1. Gallery hours are 1-5 p.m., 
Fridays and 11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturdays and Sundays. An 
artist talk with Morrow is 
from 1-2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 
10 and Alire will give a talk 
1-2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 24. 
Gallery 925 is located in the 
Mesquite Historical District 
near the corner of Spruce 
Street. Info: gallery925nm.
com.

• Agave’s Artist of the 
Month is Coy Lowther, 
one of Agave Artist’s newest 
members. Lowther is a New 
Mexican artist drawn to and 
inspired by the beauty of the 
desert. She earned her BFA 
from NMSU and creates art 

in the region, interconnect-
ing nature and humanity. Her 
subject matter varies from 
intriguing to lighthearted and 
whimsical, creating an eclec-
tic portfolio.

When she isn’t in her stu-
dio, she supports the com-
munity by creating murals. 
To view her art, the gallery is 
open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday 
to Monday at 2250 Calle de 
San Albino. Info: 575-339-
9870. Her work can also 
be found at coysart.com or 
follow her on Instagram @
coys_art. Agave Gallery’s 
Art Garden is 11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 16 and fea-
tures multiple guest artists. 

• For Elizabeth Abrams, 

whose work is on display at 
the New Mexico Farm & 
Ranch Heritage Museum, 
4100 Dripping Springs Road 
in Las Cruces, the art of pho-
tography offers an opportu-
nity to connect deeply with 
the world, especially in the 
form of nature. Her exhibit, 
“Antidotes: Seeing Beauty, 
Finding Connection,” con-
tinues in the Museum’s Arts 
Corridor through Dec. 2. 
The show features 24 land-
scape and wildlife images 
by Abrams, who lives in Las 
Cruces. The show also in-
cludes the “Death and Life” 
display, a memorial work 
dedicated to horses and other 
animals. Info: 575-522-4100.

• Three art exhibitions 
at New Mexico State Uni-
versity’s Art Museum. run 
through Sept. 16. “Cara 
Despain: Specter,” is on 
view in the UAM’s Con-
temporary Gallery, is an 
immersive multimedia ex-
hibition featuring work by 
Miami-based artist Cara 
Despain. “Agnes Martin & 
Karen Yank: Meditations 
on Mentor and Student” 
is on display in the Bunny 
Conlon Modern & Con-
temporary Art Gallery. 
This exhibition explores 
the work and intersecting 
lives of the artists Agnes 
Martin and Karen Yank. 
“Wild Pigment Project” is 

on display in the Mullennix 
Bridge Gallery. This group 
exhibition brings together 
painters and dyers, ink-mak-
ers and ceramicists, re-
searchers, scientists and tra-
ditional cultural practitioners 
to explore pigments found 
in plants, minerals and the 
industrial waste stream. The 
University Art Museum is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday at 
1308 E. University Avenue. 
Info: uam.nmsu.edu, call 
575-646-2545 or email art-
museum@nmsu.edu.

ART SCENE 

continued on page 14

Stress-Free Solitude
Overlooking the Gila Wilderness

casitasdegila.com · 575-535-4455

5 Private Casitas on
265 acres near Silver City

Year-round Bear Creek
Wildlife · Birds · Dark Skies

7 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens · Porches · Wifi
Continental Breakfast
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• The Las Cruces Museum of 
Art, is featuring “ORIGAMI IN 
THE GARDEN: Transforming 
Paper to Sculpture,” featuring in-
novative artwork of Santa Fe artists 
Kevin and Jennifer Box. Through a 
laborious process using the lost-wax 
technique, Kevin Box transforms 
both large- and small-scale paper 
origami pieces into metal sculptures. 
The exhibition is on view through 
Sept. 23. The museum is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Saturday at 491 N. Main St. 
Info: www.lascruces.gov/museums 

or 575-541-2137.

• The Mesilla Valley Fine 
Arts Gallery, 2470-A Calle 
de Guadalupe, across from 
the historic Fountain Theatre 
features two local artists for 
the month September, Phillip 
Krumholz and Michael Nail. 
Krumholz began metalsmith-
ing as a hobby in 1991, learn-
ing the arts of blacksmithing, 
metal casting and jewelry 
fabrication then added lapi-
dary work in 2004 by building 
his own sawing, grinding and 
polishing equipment. Nail is a 
lifelong New Mexico resident 
and has lived in Las Cruces 

ARTS SCENE

continued from page 13

from an early age. He works 
primarily in pencil, charcoal 
and ink. First American Bank 
in Mesilla is well represented 
by gallery members who ro-
tate the galleries artists’ work 
monthly. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Info: 575-
522-2933, www.mesillavalley-
finearts.com.

• At Branigan Cultural 
Center the newest exhibition, 
“Trinity: Legacies of Nuclear 
Testing - A People’s Perspec-
tive” is on view through Sept. 
23. With collaboration from 
the Tularosa Basin Down-
winders Consortium and 

17 juried artists, this empowering 
and impactful exhibit exposes the 
long-term effects and ramifications 
of nuclear testing in New Mexico. 
Branigan Cultural Center, is at 501 
N. Main St., in Las Cruces. In “Trin-
ity: Legacies of Nuclear Testing - A 
People’s Perspective,” featured art-
ists shed light on the environmental 
injustices placed on New Mexico 
downwinder communities. The ex-
hibit covers the period from the first 
use of an atomic bomb, the Trinity 
Test in 1945, to present day. The 
museum is open from 10 a.m.- 4:30 
p.m., Tuesday through Friday and 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Saturday. Info: 
www.lascruces.gov/Museums or 
575-541-2154.

Work by Ann Beacht is featured at 
the Otero Arts gallery in Alamogor-
do.

ajmarketplacescnm@gmail.com
Silver City MarketPlace

621 N. Bullard St., 
Silver City NM
Amber & Jimmy  
Mondragon

Historic  
Downtown

405 N. Bullard St. Silver City
(575) 534-9927

kriskreations100@yahoo.com
•Souvenirs •Natural Soy Candles

•T-shirts • Jewelry

Shop Till You Drop!

 Unique Boutique

OPEN: 7-2 Thurs-Tues
Dinner: 5-8:00 Friday & Saturday

10 % OFF  
YOUR ORDER!

When you pay in cash!!DINER

619 N. Bullard, Suite G • 575-956-6156

Your Place for  
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!

Now Open 
 Tues - Sat. 9am - 5pm

B A K E RY  &  D E L I

601 N. Bullard St. Suite A
575-956-6258

dianesbakerynm@gmail.com

Call
575-388-1255

silverplatecateringnm 
@gmail.com

Diane’s Proudly Introduces

silver city

Thanks for supporting  
Local Business!  

Shops • Restaurants
Hotels • Breweries 
Salons • Theaters 
& Art Galleries! 

LETS KEEP  
DOWNTOWN

VIBRANT!



DESERT EXPOSURE SEPTEMBER 2023 • 15

Pickamania in the Black Hills
This year’s event a tribute to its founder

MOUNTAIN MUSIC

From its origins in the mid-
1980s as a backyard party 
hosted in a garlic shed, Pick-

amania has evolved into an annual fes-
tival celebrating the love of acoustic 
music of all genres. Pickamania 2023 
features a talented line-up of bluegrass, 
Americana, folk and blues musicians 
at the Black Range Lodge in Kingston. 
This year the theme throughout will be a 
tribute to, and celebration of life for, the 
originator of the event, Bill Bussmann. 

Pickamania originator Bill Bussmann, 
who died in May, was a self-taught lu-
thier, and his hand-crafted “Old Wave 
mandolins” were known world-wide. 
For more than 40 years he and his wife, 
Susie, lived along Animas Creek, near 
Truth or Consequences, raising a fam-
ily and contributing to their communi-
ty.  Bill was also an accomplished bass 
player, performing in local bands, and, 
as Pickamania’s master of ceremonies, 
injecting his special sense of humor into 

the proceedings.  On Sunday, Sept. 10, 
Pickamania will be dedicated to cel-
ebrating his life, with friends far and 
wide gathering to play music and honor 
his memory.

Sponsored by the Sierra County Arts 
Council, admission is $20 for Friday, 
$40 for Saturday, and Sunday will be 

Pickamania 2023 – 
A Tribute to Bill Bussmann

• September 8, 9, & 10, at the Black Range Lodge, 
Kingston, NM

• Tickets: Fri. $20 / Sat. $40/ Sun. Donation only / 
3-day Festival Pass $50 

• Advance ticket sales:  www.sierracountyarts.org 
• Contact: cat@blackrangelodge.com

PICKAMANIA 

continued on page 16

Bike Sales & Service
DIY Tool Stations
(575)388-1444  

 914 N. Pope St.,  Silver City NM
bikeworksnm.org

502 N. Bullard St. Silver NM
(575) 538-3611

Tuesday-Saturday
9:30-5:30

BOBA ~ COFFEE ~ TEA
FROZEN DRINKS 

BAKERY ~ GIFTS ~ APPAREL
602 N Bullard St., Silver City

575-956-6467
birdwellsvintagevibes.com

Books in diverse genres for all ages, Vinyl, 
Literary Gifts, Comics, Cards, Folk instru-

ments including ukes and djembe

810 N. Bullard

Open Monday-Saturday 10-5

www.avalonbookstore.com

575-956-6129

Books in diverse genres for all ages 
Vinyl, Literary Gifts, Comics, Movies, 

 Folk instruments including ukes and djembe 

810 N. Bullard • Open Monday-Saturday 10-5
www.avalonbookstore.com • 575-956-6129

Books in diverse genres for all ages 
Vinyl, Literary Gifts, Comics, Movies, 

 Folk instruments including ukes and djembe 

810 N. Bullard • Open Monday-Saturday 10-5
www.avalonbookstore.com • 575-956-6129



16 • SEPTEMBER 2023 www.desertexposure.com

free, with donations accepted. A 
three-day Festival Pass is $50 per 
person.  Advance tickets are avail-
able online at www.sierracounty-
arts.org.

Pickamania kicks off on Friday 
at 6 p.m. with original folk music 
from Gabrielle Louise, a singer/
songwriter from Paonia, Colorado, 
with Ryan Dilts, www.gabriellelou-
ise.com.  Next, veteran songstress 
Wil Maring and her partner, guitar/
fiddle virtuoso and Nashville ses-
sion musician Robert Bowlin, will 
entertain with traditional and orig-

inal country, folk and bluegrass.  
www.wilmaring.com

On Saturday at 3 p.m. Albuquer-
que’s Duke City Swamp Coolers 
will liven up the afternoon with 
their high energy traditional and 
original tongue-in-cheek bluegrass 
tunes www.dukecityswampcoolers.
com.  They’ll be followed by banjo 
virtuoso Tim Weed, www.timweed.
com, performing an eclectic blend 
of original music from tradition-
al bluegrass, to soulful ballads, to 
classical instrumental composi-
tions. Next, the duo of flat-picking 
guitar champion Peter McLaugh-
lin and Chris Brashear (fiddle and 
mandolin) will offer an original 

blend of “southwestern” bluegrass 
music, shaped by the landscapes 
and legends of the west, www.
petermclaughlin.info.  Saturday 

evening will culminate as Pickama-
nia’s all-stars combine their talents 
in an audience-pleasing “Super 
Jam.”     

Sunday music will begin at 11 
a.m., with a “Gospel Hour” sing-
along, followed by a community 
potluck lunch, and personal mem-
ories of Bill Bussmann.  The after-
noon will be filled with music from 
Bill’s family, many friends and for-
mer bandmates, including the Hard 
Road Trio, the Hassle Family, the 
24/7 Blues Band, the Miner’s Ga-
rage Band, and many more, and no-
tably his son Ezra Bussmann, who 
is highly accomplished on fiddle, 
dobro, and mandolin. 

The outdoor pavilion and shady 
landscape at the Black Range 
Lodge offers a covid-safe envi-
ronment for music and mingling.  
On Saturday refreshments will be 
available throughout the afternoon 
and evening, including pizza, ice 
cream and apple pie.  Black Range 
Vineyards will be on hand to offer 
New Mexico wine and beer for 
purchase throughout the festival. 
blackrangevineyards.com

Since 2017 Pickamania has been 
held in the mountain community of 
Kingston, once a rich silver mining 
town, now a quiet hamlet surround-
ed by the Gila National Forest, 
about 30 minutes west of I-25. 

PICKAMANIA

continued from page 15

Tim Weed

575-388-1008
gcag.org

Exhibit ions
Workshops, Events

 

Thurs. -  Sat.  11-5,  Sun. 10 -  2
 and by appointment

520-240-7075 
l ightartspace.comlightartspace.com
209 W. Broadway

Open: Wed, Thurs, and Sat  
11 - 3
315 N Bullard St
575-388-5725

Studio & Gallery

Diana Ingalls Leyba

First Friday 
Art Walk  
5 to 7 pm, 
Sept. 1

ART
wildwestweaving.com

 (575) 313-1032 
211-D N. Texas St. 

Silver City, NM

 Open: Wed.-Sat. 10-5

CHOLLA CHOLLA
Studio and Gallery
Custom Juniper and Cholla

Art & Furniture
707 N. Bullard St.

Fri.-Sat. 10-4 & Appt.
602-515-7810

desertrockcreations.com

519 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM
575-342-1552

Handcrafted Bath 
& Body Products
& Custom Leather

KneelingNunSoapworks@gmail.com
Kneeling NunSoapworks.com

@KneelingNunSoapworks
#KneelingNunMercantile

Kneeling Nun 
Mercantile
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Story and photo
By Sylvia Quintanilla

An injury, a chance meeting and a vision led to the forma-
tion of Simply Fresh, on 125 S. Campo St. in Las Cruces. 
Now, five years into their partnership, Chris Baca and Mike 
Gray have developed a strong team of chefs that pride them-
selves on their mission of making healthy food accessible and 
delicious. 

Mike Gray, co-owner of Simply Fresh, had suffered a pec-
toral injury while powerlifting. After taking time to heal, he 
was ready to begin again and get healthy. He found himself 
in Nutrishop after deciding to get his life together. Gray went 
in to get protein and pre-workout and noticed Baca stocking 
BTC Fitness meals.  

 “Eating healthy is something I always wanted,” Gray said. 
When Baca’s business partner left, Gray and Baca decided 

to take over the business together and rebrand it as AIM Fit 
Meals. Baca had prior restaurant experience with his restau-
rant Don Felix in Mesilla and had a food truck.  

At the start of 2020, AIM Fit Meals locked in their current 
location on Campo Street. After renovations were complete in 
April 2020, they were ready to open their doors. However, the 
COVID-19 pandemic began affecting businesses. Luckily, 
they were able to secure a temporary license from the health 
inspector. 

An unseen benefit from lockdown was the way AIM Fit 
Meals were available. Customers were able to order online 
for curbside pickup and delivery. As restrictions slowly lift-
ed, they began allowing their customers to come inside their 
building and grab a meal to go. Those options are still uti-
lized today. Customers can pre-order meals online Wednes-
day-Sunday. On Monday, customers can pick up their bag in 
the store, have their food delivered or pick it up curbside. 

 “Since people started to become more familiar with health 
and needing to become healthier because of the pandemic, 
they started to come in, ask questions and order more food,” 
Gray said. “There weren’t a lot of healthy options. Gyms 
were shut down due to the pandemic, people were putting on 
weight. They did not feel good about themselves. We gave 
them an out by eating our food.”

From 2019 to when they got their location, Gray said busi-
ness tripled for AIM Fit Meals and has continued to grow 
each year. 

Following a rebrand in 2022, Baca and Gray renamed their 
business Simply Fresh. They noticed with the name change, 
it made the business friendlier to all types of customers: 
the gym shark, police officers, the elderly, college students, 

health care workers and first responders. 
“We started out because we wanted to try to create an expe-

rience for everybody whenever you first walk in,” Gray said. 
“I absolutely love hearing transformation stories, like, ‘Hey, 
I’ve been coming here for two months, and I’ve lost like 15 
pounds or whatever. We get that all the time. It’s a big thing 
to hear.”  

On June 8, Simply Fresh entered the 15th Annual Taste of 
Las Cruces. More than 20 eateries in Las Cruces brought their 
best dishes to the competition. Simply Fresh took home the 
title of “Best Taste of Las Cruces.”

They brought four dishes; crepes, powerball protein balls, 
a buffalo chicken wrap and their green chile chicken enchila-
das. It was the enchiladas that won the title for Simply Fresh. 

Gray said the enchiladas are a customer favorite and they 
hear often that people don’t believe they are healthy. Gray ex-
plained the dishes, like all their dishes, are made from starch. 

The enchiladas are three low-carb tortillas covered in 
creamy green chile sauce, shredded cheese and shredded 
chicken. The green chile is flavorful and spicy. Served with 
fluffy white rice and pinto beans, this meal is very filling. 

 “For us, to be able to win that competition against un-
healthy enchiladas was one of the biggest take-aways for us 
there. We are super excited about that,” Gray said. 

In the future, Simply Fresh hopes to make an impact in the 
community by expanding its menu into kids’ meals, compete 
in more competitions, and continue to sponsor local athletes, 

high schools and more. 
Follow Simply Fresh for the latest updates on Facebook 

and Instagram. For more information, please visit simply-
freshco.com or call 575-500-4331. 

The Simply Fresh team took home the trophy for Best 
Taste of Las Cruces during the 15th Annual Taste of 
Las Cruces event in June.

Simply Fresh
Healthy meals take Las Cruces by storm 

TABLE TALK
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A DIFFERENT 
not fully understood, Dr. Quintanilla's
options were prescription medications
that often did not work and to make
lifestyle changes to limit triggers that
often cause migraine. "It was no way to
live," she shares "I was young and
should've been living a bright vibrant
life. Instead I was avoiding long
exposure to fluorescent lights and
doing my best to prepare for changing
weather conditions. 

As you can imagine, the summer heat
and stormy seasons were especially
rough. 

It wasn't until her primary care doctor
sent her to an acupuncturist that she
found relief.

"This is why I often refer to my
practice as 'The Last Resort With The
Best Results.' You've been everywhere
else and been given the same
disheartening prognosis, prescribed
the same medications and told 'this is
just  something you're going to have to
learn to live with."

Soon after her incredible experience
with the healing arts she made the life
changing decision to pursue her
doctorate in acupuncture,
"acupuncture quite literally saved my
life and I wanted to share that with
the world," she proclaims.

Your Golden Years Should Be Golden
While in school she watched as her
grandmother began to suffer from
peripheral neuropathy. "Your golden
years should be golden, not plagued
with insufferable pain while doctors
and specialists tell you there is
nothing they can do."

Understanding that Eastern Medicine
excels where Western Medicine fails,
Dr. Quintanilla set forth to develop
treatment protocols for all variations
of Peripheral Neuropathy (including
diabetic and chemotherapy-induced) 
 and now has a 90% success rate in
treating this once difficult to manage
condition.

"[Dr. Quintanilla] is just such a
wonderful, unique person. You

mention what's bothering you and
before you know it, it's gone!"

-Betty, Deming NM

Care rooted in Empathy and
Experience
Do you ever wonder what it is that
makes some Doctors so incredibly
compassionate while others have a
bedside manner better suited for the
DMV?

In the case of Dr. Janet Quintanilla,
DOM, Dipl.OM of Sonoma
Acupuncture Integrative Health it is a
case of true empathy. "I suffered from
cluster migraines in my teens." Cluster
migraines are named such for their
debilitating pain that is a step above
the norm. "I had migraine headaches
3-5 days a week that were so intense I
was often bed ridden and would
become physically sick." Being that
migraine is one of those complicated
conditions 

      A local Doctor provides
truly compassionate care
and proven solutions for
chronic pain and
complicated conditions.
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KIND OF DOCTOR

It's why I practice the brand of
medicine I do and why I've made it my
life's ,mission to treat the 'untreatable'.
It brings me incredible joy when I get to
say 'I can help you!'" 

Furthermore, Dr. Quintanilla has
surrounded herself with staff that
embraces this same approach to
patient care. "You can ask any one of
my patients and they will tell you that
their favorite part about Sonoma
Acupuncture is my staff."

"I just love everyone here" shares
Betty, who has been a patient of

Sonoma for almost two years. "The
girls are always so kind, it's like going

to the doctor with my girlfriends."
 

Dr. Quintanilla and her staff specialize
in treating chronic pain, complicated
neurological conditions and
autoimmune diseases that leave other
professionals scratching their heads.
Ready to schedule? Call (575)618-6900
for a comprehensive consultation
today. For more information about Dr.
Quintanilla and what she treats, visit
Sonoma-Acupuncture.com.

Visit 
Sonoma-

Acupuncture.com or
call (575)618-6900

today to schedule your
initial comprehensive

consultation.
 

And for the month of
September all new

patients will receive a
COMPLEMENTARY
medical grade CBD

roller and proprietary
pain liniment spray, 

(a $199 value!)

 
"I was tired of seeing the older generation

suffer unnecessarily," shares Dr. Quintanilla.
"Diagnosing them as 'just getting older and
giving them a treatment plan of you're just

going to have to get used to it' has never sat
well with me so I wanted to offer them a real

option for treatment and care."
 

Dr. Quintanilla had designed similar treatment
protocols for other complicated, chronic
conditions including fibromyalgia, rheumatoid
arthritis, post-shingles pain, even macular
degeneration. While each patient plan is
tailored specifically to that patients concerns
and goals, all of her treatments are based on a
framework that's 15 years in the making.

In addition, Dr. Quintanilla isn't opposed to
more modern medical solutions.

"It's in blending the time-tested science of
acupuncture with recent innovations in
medicine that get me the best results. "One of
those advancements is ATP Resonance
BioTherapy", originally developed by NASA it
aids nerves in regeneration by providing them
the nutrients they need to repair and renew,
"very similar to what water does for a plant!"

The Magic of Compassionate Care
And what do those in her care have to say?

"Dr. Quintanilla looked me in my eyes and
wanted to know about me, not just my
condition. I feel like a person, not just a
patient." shares Perry. "In fact I don't think she
ever used the word patient." Others proclaim
"she saved my life", "her neuropathy
treatments gave me my life back," and it's a
miracle she treated my fibromyalgia, I don't
know how else to explain it."

Dr. Janet Quintanilla has a long personal
history in complicated, difficult to understand
conditions and understands how tragic it can
all be if left untreated.

"I have sat where my patients sit. I've
experienced their pain and suffering in a very
real way. I know the frustration of feeling
hopeless on an intimate level. 
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Everyday 
Observations

Choosing to surrender is 
choosing freedom

By Abe Villarreal

I’ve been reading about sur-
rendering lately. It’s something 
that’s hard to do. Thinking about 
it makes us feel like failures, like 
we are not in control. Maybe 
that’s the point.

Americans aren’t supposed to 
surrender. Growing up, we read 
in our textbooks that we went 
to war. Many wars, and that 
we always won. There was no 
such thing as surrender for our 
founding fathers or our military 
leaders. That’s not the American 
way.

But I feel like surrendering. 
Throughout our lives, we carry 
good and bad. We live with the 
decisions that we make. Some-
times they feel very heavy. We 
are weighed down by our feel-
ings, our past actions. Those 
things we need to surrender.

It can’t always be a bad thing 
to surrender or to admit that 
you are not strong enough to 
do something on your own. You 
need something else, someone 
else to help you accomplish 
what you are trying to achieve. 
Acknowledging that is a form of 
surrender.

Many of us, especially men, go 
our whole lives trying to prove 
something. That we are strong 
and independent. That we only 
need our very own minds to 
think things through. “I can han-
dle this,” we say to ourselves. 
“Don’t worry, I got this,” we say 
to others. What we are saying is 
that we don’t need anyone else 
to give us support or help. That 
would be surrendering.

The more I think of surren-
dering, the more I like the con-
cept. The acknowledgment that 
I alone am not enough to con-
quer my fears and my challeng-
es. That I can’t go through life 
living like I am the answer to ev-
erything around me. That I make 
better decisions about big things 
when I seek the advice of others.

I used to think that surren-
dering meant giving up. It does. 
It means giving up the idea that 
you are going through life alone. 
That you only have yourself to 
rely on in times of trouble. What 
would happen to this world if 
we all surrendered a little more? 
Rulers and decision makers. 
Bosses and heads of house-
holds. We could all use a little 
more surrendering.

Once I fully understood the 
concept of surrender, a feeling 
of freedom overcame me. For 
the first time in my life, I felt like 
I could take on the day no mat-
ter what came my way. The pres-
sure of making choices, of meet-
ing deadlines, of accomplishing 
goals, was lessened. We still 
have daily challenges. We still 
have to make choices. We still 
have goals we want to achieve. 
Yet, now, there is a sense of lib-
erty that comes with it all.

Surrender can go both ways. 
We can choose to surrender to 
good or bad, to easy or hard. 
Surrendering to good isn’t al-
ways easy. It takes humility and 
submission. Those aren’t virtues 
we celebrate in our society. Do-
ing so also means that our lives 
are not our own. They belong to 
someone else.

The world has some major 
troubles at the moment. Wars 
between nations. Diseases and 
extreme poverty. People are be-
ing imprisoned innocently. No 

matter where you travel or what 
corner of the world you point to, 
trouble seems to be brewing.

Maybe those in charge aren’t 
doing too much surrendering. 
They are relying on their finite 
minds, their own judgements to 
make decisions that impact all 
of us. They are not seeking wise 
counsel or trust in others.

We can’t go through life on 
our own. We’ve done that for 
generations, and this world has 
become a messy place. I choose 
surrender.

“Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 
submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight.” – Proverbs 
3:5-6

Abe Villarreal writes about 
the traditions, people, and 
culture of America. He can be 
reached at abevillarreal@hot-
mail.com.

RaisingDad
Let sleeping dogs lie

By Jim and Henry Duchene

When my granddaughter was 
four-years-old we were driving 
back from a road trip and she 
was asleep in her car seat. She 
looked like an angel, her hair 
a delicate tangle of curls. She 
was perspiring the way children 
sometimes do when they slum-
ber.

 Suddenly, she startled awake.
“Are you okay?” I asked her.
She looked around, slow to 

take in her surroundings.
“I dreamt my hair was on fire,” 

she finally told me.
“Well, you’re safe now,” I as-

sured her. After a few seconds I 

dipped a toe into the water. “You 
woke up pretty quick,” I said.

She nodded.
“You wake up fast when your 

hair’s on fire,” she told me.
I guess you do.
Now my granddaughter is 

eight, and she’s a pretty bright 
kid (she gets it from me). She’s 
back at school and was telling 
me they were teaching her about 
fire safety. She had learned to 
Stop-Drop-And-Roll, been re-
acquainted with dialing 9-1-1, 
and that it’s “Smokey Bear,” not 
“Smokey THE Bear.”

Playfully testing her knowl-
edge, I asked, “What would you 
do if your clothes were on fire?”

“I’d buy some new ones,” she 
said.

********************
I’ve told you how my buddy 

Maloney and his wife Gail ended 
up living together, but I’ve never 
told you how they ended up get-
ting married.

Maloney was laid low by an 
aggressive bout with the flu, 
and she moved in to take care 
of him. Unfortunately, once he 
got better, she didn’t move out. 
As far as I could tell, taking care 
of him consisted of her eating 
bon bons and watching TV while 
Maloney slept the day away, but 
that’s neither here nor there.

Well, maybe not here, but it 
DID end up there. At the Justice 
of the Peace, I mean. Where the 
two of them entered the first of 
what’s considered a trifecta of 
fine institutions. Prison being 
the second, and a mental facility 
the third.

“You’re already living togeth-
er,” I told him. “Why get mar-
ried?”

“It’s a case of opposites at-
tracting,” he explained. “SHE’S 

pregnant and I’m not.”

********************
I was driving with my father 

recently.
We were on our way to lunch.
On my dime.
I don’t want to say he takes 

advantage of being diagnosed 
pre-Alzheimer’s, but it sure is 
convenient how he always for-
gets to reach for his wallet when 
the check comes.

Anyway, what happened next 
in the car made me lose my ap-
petite.

“Did you just pass gas?” I 
asked my father.

My father gave me a sly grin.
“Of course I did,” he chuckled. 

“What do you think, it’s my natu-
ral aroma?”

When we got to the restau-
rant he continued being a little 
stinker. 

“Where have you been all my 
life?” he flirted as the hostess 
showed us to our table.

Fortunately, the young girl 
could hold her own.

“Waiting to be born,” she an-
swered, sweetly.

********************
“What are you doing?” my fa-

ther asked me.
Wait a minute... cancel that.
Let me begin by saying that I 

hate having to sign up for new 
things on my old, out-of-date Ap-
ple computer and having to con-
stantly come up with different 
passwords.

To read the full Let Sleeping 
Dogs Lie column visit us online 
at desertexposure.com.

COLUMNS

Surrender to Freedom
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GOING DOWNTOWN | RICHARD COLTHARP

It’s hard to believe there’s a place 
on this earth so quiet. 

Technically, it’s not exactly on 
the earth.

I’m talking about the silence 
when you’re floating a few hun-
dred feet off the ground in a hot air 
balloon. When the pilot fires the 
propane tank to heat the air in the 
balloon, well, that’s certainly noisy, 
but as soon as it’s shut off, the si-
lence is deafening.

In October, people from all over 
the world will descend on Albu-
querque for the annual fiesta there. 
If you want to fight the crazy traf-
fic and the high hotel rates, be my 
guest. 

However, Sept.15-17 in Al-
amogordo, you have the opportu-
nity to attend a more manageable 
and, to my way of thinking, a much 
more beautiful balloon fest.

It’s the White Sands Balloon In-
vitational and this year marks the 
30th anniversary of the event.

Why am I such a fan?
To start, I believe the most en-

chanting setting in all of the Land 
of Enchantment is White Sands Na-
tional Park. Then imagine the add-
ed enchantment of a lot of colorful 
hot air balloons floating around out 
there. Then imagine you’re in Al-
amogordo, dealing with Alamogor-
do traffic and hassles, and NOT in 
Albuquerque, dealing with Albu-
querque traffic and hassles.

Maybe you’re starting to see my 
point.

Alamogordo will be buzzing with 
balloon events the whole weekend. 
Many of the activities will take 
place at Ed Brabson Balloon Park, 
at 700 Lavelle Road, named for a 
longtime Alamogordo businessman 

and community advocate who was 
active in the founding and building 
of the invitational event.

Activities include a mechani-
cal bull, chainsaw carving, cus-
tom-made cowboy hats, a dunk 
tank, folklorico dancers, inflatables, 
balloon animals and a performance 
by the band Crossin’ the Line.

The lift-off at White Sands Na-
tional Park is 7 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 
16, although I would suggest get-
ting their earlier if you can.

The balloon glow event is at 6 
p.m. Saturday at Brabson Park. And 
if you haven’t been to a balloon 
glow, it’s a great sight, with the bal-
loons tethered in close proximity, 
lighting up in the twilight sky.

Sunday morning, Sept. 17, the 

balloons will lift off from Brabson 
Park.

My first White Sands Balloon 
Invitational was September 1995. 
I had only lived in New Mexico 
for just a couple of weeks, and was 
invited to crew a balloon. Crewing 
the balloon means you and others 
help unpack the balloon, set it up, 
then go chase the balloon after it 
lands, which is usually nowhere 
close to where you lift off. It can be 
a lot of work, but it’s also a great 
way to learn about ballooning.

Driving to White Sands while it 
was still dark, I began to wonder 
what I’d gotten myself into. Then 
I saw the sunrise, casting its glori-
ous magenta hue all over the White 
Sands. If there could be a better 

“Welcome to New Mexico” mo-
ment than that, I haven’t found it.

As all the crews unpacked all 
the balloons, and they all started 
inflating, that was another beauti-
ful sight. And when they all took 
off, well … it’s a sight that can’t be 
matched in Albuquerque.

Richard 
Coltharp is 
editor and 
publisher 
of Desert 
Exposure. One 
of his favorite 
things about ballooning is 
barking back at the dogs who 
all feel compelled to bark at 
balloons floating overhead.

Beautiful Balloons
Up, up and away in Alamogordo

30th Annual 
White Sands Balloon Invitational

Saturday, Sept. 16  –  7 a.m. Lift-off at White Sands National Park
Saturday, Sept. 16  –  6 p.m. Balloon Glow and activities at Ed Brabson 

Park
Sunday, Sept. 17  –  7 a.m. Lift-off at Ed Brabson Park

Hot air balloons take off from White Sands National Park during a previous White Sands Balloon 
Invitational event. (Photo by Elva K. Österreich)

Certified Coach

Challenge.  
Accountability.  
Transformation.

Zoom Sessions 
Available

Scott Plate

nativeheartseed.com

 216-577-8580
scott@nativeheartseed.com

Silver City, NM

Creatures of the  Gila 

Grant County ART Guild

STUDIOT
H

E

SEPTEMBER 1-10
10am-5pm

200 W Market  •  Silver City  •  gcag.org

ART SHOW

RECEPTION SEPTEMBER 1ST •  5-7PM

OPEN  Thur. & Fri. 9-6
Saturday 10 - 3  

thisandthatsilvercity.com

313 13th Street, Suite B

Enter on Hudson
across from Blake’s Parking lot 

or by 13th St. 

ANY PURCHASE
10% OFF

with this ad
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Cecil Howard 50 
Year Retrospective,

Sept. 7

The Chumleys,
Sept. 1

EVENTS

What’s Happening
Upcoming events you won’t want to miss in September

FRIDAY, SEPT. 1
Grant County
Gem & Mineral Show 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Grant County 
Veterans Memorial Conference 
Center, 3031 U.S. Highway 180. 
rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com

Architect’s Delight
4-5 p.m. Silver City Public Library, 
515 W. College Ave., Silver City
575-538-3672

First Friday Gallery Walk 
5-7 p.m. downtown in Silver City. 
silvercityart.com

Live Music: The Chumleys
9-11 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery,  200 N. 
Bullard St., Silver City
littletoadcreek.com

Otero County
Downtown Nites 
5-8 p.m. 800 and 900 blocks of 
New York Avenue in Alamogordo 
575-437-6120

Doña Ana County
Hatch Chile Festival: Live Music
4 p.m. at Ice Box Brewery Yard, 
119 E. Hall St. Hatch.

Info: hatchchilefestival.org.

Fine Arts Flea Market
5-10 p.m. at Plaza de Las Cruces, 
100 N. Main St. Las Cruces
505-737-3278

Movement performance 
influenced by the “Origami in 
the Garden” exhibition
6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Museum of 
Art, 491 N. Main St. Las Cruces
575-541-2154

“Nice People Dancing to Good 
Country Music” with No-Strings 

Theatre Company
8 p.m., at the Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Main St. Las Cruces
575-523-1223.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 2
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-12 p.m., 901 N. Pope St. in 
Silver City. 
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Red Dot Studio Tour
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at various studios 
across Silver City. 
www.silvercityart.com

Gem & Mineral Show 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Grant County 
Veteran’s Memorial Conference 
Center, 3031 U.S. Highway 180. 
rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com

Otero County
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. Alameda Park, 1987 
White Sands Blvd. in Alamogordo 
farmersmarketsnm.org

Cars & Coffee 
9-10 a.m. Casa Toyota, 3333 N. 
White Sands Blvd. in Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org
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Coffee Chat at Oliver Lee 
Memorial State Park
9-10:30 a.m., 409 Dog 
Canyon Road, Alamogordo
575-437-8284

Sierra County
Hillsboro Street Market 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Hillsboro 
General Store Cafe, 10697 
NM Highway 152, Hillsboro
hillsborocommunity 
centernm@gmail.com

Lincoln County
All American Labor Day 
Weekend
1 p.m. Ruidoso Downs Race 
Track
raceruidoso.com

Lincoln Lecture: The 
Three Escapes of Billy the 
Kid at Lincoln Historic Site
2-4 p.m. Lincoln Historic 
Site, U.S. Highway 380 mile 
marker 97, Lincoln
nmhistoricsites.org

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts 
Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Plaza de 
Las Cruces and along Main 
Street Las Cruces
575-805-6055

Hatch Chile Festival
Parade at 9 a.m., opening 
ceremonies at 11 a.m. at 
Hatch Valley High School 
Pecan Orchard, 170 E. 
Herrera St. Hatch. 
hatchchilefestival.org

Franciscan Festival of the 
Arts
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Holy Cross 
Retreat Center, 4889 S. 
Main St. Las Cruces
575-524-3688

2023 Harvest Wine 
Festival
Noon-6 p.m. at the Southern 
New Mexico State 
Fairgrounds
nmwine.com/lascruces-

harvest-wine-fest/

“Nice People Dancing 
to Good Country Music” 
with No-Strings Theatre 
Company
8 p.m. Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Main St. Las Cruces
575-523-1223

SUNDAY, SEPT. 3
Grant County
Gem & Mineral Show 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Grant 
County Veterans Memorial 
Conference Center, 3031 
U.S. Highway 180 
rollingstonesgms.blogspot.
com

Red Dot Studio Tour
11 a.m.-4 p.m. at various 
studios across Silver City
www.silvercityart.com

Sierra County
Wild Irish Fiddle with Kate 
Rose
Hillsboro Summer 

Concert Series 
3-5 p.m.  316 Elenora St., 
Hillsboro
575-895-3352

Lincoln County
All American Labor Day 
Weekend
1 p.m. Ruidoso Downs Race 
Track
raceruidoso.com

End of Summer Bash
3-9 pm. Inn of the Mountain 
Gods Resort, 287 Carrizo 
Canyon Road in Mescalero
575-464-7059

Doña Ana County
Franciscan Festival of the 
Arts
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Holy Cross 
Retreat Center, 4889 S. 
Main St. Las Cruces
575-524-3688

2023 Harvest Wine 
Festival
Noon-6 p.m. Southern New 

Mexico State Fairgrounds
nmwine.com/lascruces-
harvest-wine-fest/

“Nice People Dancing 
to Good Country Music” 
with No-Strings Theatre 
Company
2:30 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces
575-523-1223

MONDAY, SEPT. 4
Sierra County
Three day Irish Music 
Workshop starts
3-5 p.m.  316 Elenora St., 
Hillsboro
575-895-3352

Doña Ana County
2023 Harvest Wine 
Festival
Noon-6 p.m. Southern New 
Mexico State Fairgrounds
nmwine.com/lascruces-
harvest-wine-fest/

Lincoln County
All American Futurity: The 
world’s richest quarter 
horse race
1 p.m. Ruidoso Downs Race 
Track
raceruidoso.com

TUESDAY, SEPT. 5
Grant County
Art Bots creation
4-6 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library,  515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 6
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 in 
the town of Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

EVENTS 
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Acupunc tu re
Chinese Herbal Medicine

Oriental Bodywork and Cupping

Michael Schor, D.O.M.
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

(575)999-1484
300 W. Yankie St., 

Silver City, NM 

SilverCityAcupuncture.com

2 LOCATIONS

1280 E. 32nd St. 
(575)388-1889

1618 E. Pine St.
(575)388-1561

E.  PINE STREET LOCATION EAST 32ND STREET LOCATION

Victor Nwachuku, MD (OB/GYN)

Michelle Diaz, MD (OB/GYN)

Anne Jones, CNM (OB/GYN)

Randi Murphy, NP 
(Primary Care, Family, Pediatrics

Anna Rogers, MD (Primary, Family, OB)

Denise Galaz, NP (Primary, Family, Ped)

Candace Laramore, NP (Primary, Family,  
                                                                         Pediatric)Amber Rose King, NP  
(Primary Care Pediatrics)

www.cassiehealthcenter.com

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses,

cowboys, Native Americans & More
• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’

On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220
Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm • Sun 1 pm-5 pm, 

Closed Mon

REDUCE and ELIMINATE PAIN
ENJOY MORE ENERGY

• Acupuncture with Massage
• Private Treatment
• Community/Group-Style Acupuncture

575-956-6813 • drcat@zianet.com 
 FeelGoodAgainHealthCare.com

Provider for BCBS, TriWest CCN, Presbyterian,  
UHC & Others  Se Habla Español

Caterina Di Palma

FREE ESTIMATES
ROHAN STITES, OWNER
SILVER CITY, NM • WWW.ADOBETECHNIQUES.COM

ADOBE TECHNIQUES, LLC
Concrete Pumping & Decorative Gravel,  

Shotcrete, Slabs, Block Laying,  
Bobcat, Dirt, Gravel and Pavers

575-574-5956
LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (#367590)

Aileen Shepherd
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine

PAIN RELIEF, HEADACHES, INSOMNIA, STRESS REDUCTION,  
DIGESTION, IMMUNITY ISSUES, PMS/MENOPAUSE,  

EMOTIONAL BALANCING & LONGEVITY

Monday-Thursday by Appt. Only

109 W. Broadway ~ Silver City, NM
(575) 956-5662
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Support Groups
MONDAY

Silver City/Grant County
New Hope Al-Anon Fam-
ily Group — noon at First 
United Methodist Church, 
314 W. College Ave. Silver 
City. Zoom ID: 389 907 739, 
Password 658776. Info: 
nmal-anon.com.

WEDNESDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Arenas Valley Al-Anon 
Family Group — 6-7 p.m. 
at the Arenas Valley Church 
of Christ, 5 Racetrack Road, 
Arenas. Zoom ID: 781 471 
031; password: 954941; info: 
nmal-anon.com

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Overeaters Anonymous, 
hybrid on Zoom at noon each 
Wednesday at St. James 
Episcopal Church, 102 St. 
James St., Info: 610-762-
3779.
Meditation and Heal-
ing Service 6 p.m. each 
Wednesday at Unity of 
Las Cruces, 575 N. Main 

St. Through meditation, 
experience the presence of 
God. A new service with Rev. 
Jennifer Kleitz. Info: 575-523-
4847. 

THURSDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Adult Children of Alcoholic 
and Dysfunctional Families 
meeting — 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
the Episcopal Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 615 N. Texas 
St. Info: 575-567-9410.
Women Embracing Recov-
ery Al-Anon Family Group 
— 5:30-6:30 p.m. First United 
Methodist Church, 314 Col-
lege Ave. Silver City. Zoom 
ID: 411 858 127; password: 
954941; info: nmal-anon.com

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Grief Share Program, 2 p.m. 
Thursdays at Sierra Vista 
Community Church, 514 N. 
Telshor Blvd. Info: Robin Rice, 
575-536-9535.

SATURDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Overeaters Anonymous, 
hybrid on Zoom at 9:30 a.m. 
each Saturday at Peace Lu-
theran Church, 1701 Missouri 
Ave., Info: 575-405-9128.
Epilepsy Support & 
Education Services, Inc. 
meetings. 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
second Saturday of every 
month at Thomas Branigan 
Memorial Library, 200 E. 
Picacho Info: 575-636-4500 
or EpilepsySupportNM.org. 
Breast Cancer Support 
Group, 9:15 a.m. on the fourth 
Saturday of the month, at Me-
morial Medical Center Annex 
meeting room (entrance on 
the west side of the hospital). 
Info: Maricela at 505-453-
1789. 

SUNDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Grief Share Program. 3 
p.m. Sundays at Morning Star 
Church, 2941 Morning Star. 
Program lasts for 13 weeks. 
Contact: Cris Fernandez, 
crisfern@me.com.

SEPT 30 • 9AM TO 7PM
OCT 1  - 9AM - 5PM

Adults $10 
Kids under 12 Free

For more information or to purchase tickets, 
visit us at

nicholsranchandorchards.com
As always Happy Planting!

& Feed!
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 5:30

Sat. 9 to 5
FEED:
•Zesterra

•Classic equine  
•Amdro • Replemash

•High Octane  
show supplements

•Red Flannel dog food
•Cattle mineral

•Farm Cat  
cat food 40lb. bag.

Find us online —
view products and 

 place orders

•Calcium products to help 
with blossom end rot

•Check out our selection  
of organic bug killers

$5 OFF
25% OFF

All 5 Gal.  
Shrubs 
All decor 
items

Good Luck  
County Fair Participants!
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Reading and book signing 
with the Mimbres Press 
of Western New Mexico 
University
5:30-6:30 p.m. at Light Hall 
Auditorium at WNMU
575-538-6353

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3 p.m. at the New 
Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T 
or C. Square dancing and 
refreshments
575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842

Doña Ana County
Author Talk with mystery 
writer Carol Potenza 
1:30 p.m. in the Roadrunner 
Room at the Thomas 
Branigan Memorial Library 

in Las Cruces
575-649-8786

THURSDAY, SEPT. 7
Grant County
Cecil Howard 50 Year 
Retrospective
Opening reception
6 p.m. at the Francis McCray 
Gallery on the WNMU 
campus 
nmpresenters.org

Fall Film Series – As Fate 
Would Have It: Survival 
Stories in Film
“A Night to Remember”
6:30 p.m. at the Santa Clara 
Armory, 19990 U.S. Highway 
180. 
575-388-4862

Doña Ana County
“Nice People Dancing 
to Good Country Music” 
with No-Strings Theatre 
Company
7 p.m., at the Black Box 

Theatre, 430 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces
575-523-1223.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 8
Grant County
Live Music: J Graves
Portland-based, indie 
dance-punk
7:30 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 Highway 180 
E. Arenas Valley 

whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Drag Show Performance
8-11 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 200 
N. Bullard St., Silver City
littletoadcreek.com

Sierra County
Pickamania 2023: A 
Tribute to Bill Bussmann
6 p.m. kickoff at the Black 

Range Lodge, Kingston, NM.
sierracountyarts.org

Luna County
State Park Astronomy 
Program
Sunset-7:15 p.m. at 
Rockhound State Park
575-546-6182

Otero County
Oktoberfest 

6-10 p.m. at Club Holloman, 
761 W. New Mexico Ave. on 
Holloman Air Force Base
575-572-5597

Lincoln County
Low Class Car Show
Noon p.m. at the Ruidoso 
Convention Center, 111 

EVENTS

continued from page 23
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Wednesday, September 6
5:30-6:30 Reception – Light Hall patio  
appetizers and refreshments featuring recipes from the cookbook

6:30 Introductions – Light Hall Auditorium
Dr. Marvel Harrison, Publishing Director, Mimbres Press

PRE-ORDER EVENT

Bear Mountain Lodge

COOKBOOK 

Clinics near you:
Silver City | 1600 E. 32nd St. 
Silver City | 1380 Hwy. 180 E.

Bayard | 308 Winifred St.
Deming | 1511 S. Lime St.

Dr. Jim Skee is opening his schedule
to new patients in Silver City.

575-538-2981

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

trained at Harvard 
Medical School

years serving
the community3030++
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Sierra Blanca Drive, Ruidioso
lowclass.co

Doña Ana County
“Nice People Dancing to Good 
Country Music” with No-Strings 
Theatre Company
8 p.m., at the Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Main St. Las Cruces
575-523-1223.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope St. in 
Silver City. 
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Future Engineers, for ages 6-12
1-2:30 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., Silver 
City
575-538-3672

State Park Astronomy Program
Sunset-7:15 p.m. at City of Rocks 
State Park
575-536-2800

Live Music: Brennen Leigh
Full-throttle fiddle, weeping 
steel guitar
7 p.m. at the Gardens at Light Hall 
on the WNMU campus 
nmpresenters.org

$1.98 Show
8 p.m. at Whiskey Creek Zócalo, 
11786 Highway 180 E. Arenas 
Valley 
www.whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Live Music: Baracutanga
9 p.m.-midnight at Little Toad 
Creek Brewery and Distillery, 200 
N. Bullard St., Silver City
littletoadcreek.com

Sierra County
Pickamania 2023: A Tribute to 
Bill Bussmann
3 p.m. at the Black Range Lodge, 

Kingston
sierracountyarts.org

Second Saturday Art Hop 
6 p.m. downtown Truth or 
Consequences
director@tocmainstreet.org

Luna County
Main Street Market
8-11 a.m. at the Luna County 
Courthouse Park, 700 S. Silver 

Ave. Deming

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County 
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 1987 
White Sands Blvd. in Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org.

Climb the Cube:  
Memorial stair climb
7-10 a.m. at the New Mexico Mu-

seum of Space History, 3198 State 
Road 2001, Alamogordo
575-437-2840

Lincoln County
Cruise to the Pines  
C10 Truck Show
9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Wingfield Park, 

EVENTS

continued from page 25

Robert Bowlin
& Wil Maring,

Sept. 8

Brennen Leigh,
Sept. 9
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300 Center St. in Ruidoso
ruidosoparksandrec.com

An afternoon of tea and crafts at 
Fort Stanton
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Fort Stanton 
Historic Site, 104 Kit Carson Road, 
Fort Stanton
575-354-0341

Low Class Car Show
Noon p.m. at the Ruidoso 
Convention Center, 111 Sierra 
Blanca Drive, Ruidioso
www.lowclass.co

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces and along Downtown Main 
Street
575-805-6055

Iris Rhizome Sale
11 a.m.-8 p.m. at Mesilla Valley Mall, 
700 S. Telshor, Las Cruces
cynthia-wilson@comcast.net

Healthcare and Biz Expo

10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Las Cruces 
Convention Center
575-524-1968

A Celestial Evening: Ancient 
Native story telling of the Navajo 
night sky
6-9 p.m. 56501 N. Jornada Road, 
Las Cruces
877-808-6877

“Nice People Dancing to Good 
Country Music” with No-Strings 
Theatre Company
8 p.m., at the Black Box Theatre, 
430 N. Main St. Las Cruces
575-523-1223.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 10
Grant County
Live Music: Jason Dea West
1-4 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St., Silver City
littletoadcreek.com

Sierra County
Pickamania 2023:  
A Tribute to Bill Bussmann

11 a.m. kickoff with a Gospel Hour 
sing along at the Black Range 
Lodge, Kingston
www.sierracountyarts.org

Lincoln County
Low Class Car Show
Noon p.m. at the Ruidoso 
Convention Center, 111 Sierra 
Blanca Drive, Ruidioso
www.lowclass.co

Doña Ana County

Iris Rhizome Sale
Noon-6 p.m. at Mesilla Valley Mall, 
700 S. Telshor, Las Cruces
cynthia-wilson@comcast.net

Artist talk: Vickie Morrow
1-2 p.m. at Gallery 925, 925 N. 
Mesquite St. in Las Cruces
gallery925nm.com

My Artsy Summer
NM Watercolor Society Southern 
Chapter meeting

2-4 p.m. at the Good Samaritan 
Society’s Creative Arts Room, 3011 
Buena Vista Circle, Las Cruces
nmwatercolorsociety.org

“Nice People Dancing to Good 
Country Music” with No-Strings 
Theatre Company
2:30 p.m., at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces
575-523-1223.

MONDAY, SEPT. 11
Grant County
Widows Community
Speaker: Nancy Stephens, 
Imagination Library 
10:30 sign in at Cross Point 
Church, 11600 U.S. Highway 180.
ileen@signalpeak.net

TUESDAY, SEPT. 12
Grant County
Movie; “The Secret of Nimh”

EVENTS 
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Baracutanga,
Sept. 9

Gila Friends 
Meeting

The Religious Society of Friends

fevafotos@gmail.com

Church of Harmony
609 N. Arizona St.,  
Silver City NM

Quaker Meeting for Worship is 
 held Sundays 10:00am- 11:00am

If you are interested in online or 
in-person worship or more  

information, please contact us at  
(575) 590-1588

Installation and Refinishing of Hardwood Floors
“Reveal the true beauty of what lies just beneath your feet”

Call Daniel Freeman for a free estimate
575-590-6081• SILVER CITY, NM

Specializing in Hardwood and Bamboo Flooring in Grant Co. for over 15 Years

2340 US Hwy 180 East 
 Silver City, NM 88061

575-534-8487
Store3822@theupsstore.com*Available at participating locations.  

** Visit the UPSstore.com/shredding for full details.

Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - 6pm
Sat. 10am-4pm
Sun. Closed

WOOD STORIES
OCTOBER 6-9 • RECEPTION OCT 6 5-7PM

200 W MARKET, SILVER CITY, NM • GCAG.ORGM
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 Artist Mark Cantrell

EstatE salE DiscovEriEsEstatE salE DiscovEriEs
Re-use

Repurpose
Go Green!

Dining Tables
Available Now

1250 W. Picacho Ave., Las Cruces
(575) 523-0022

Free Hand Long Arm Quilting

Sewing Machine and Serger 
Service and Repair

Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics. 
Questions?  Want to see the fabric? 

Call Cindy 575-538-2284

Sneeze Weeds Studios
sneezeweeds@gmail.com
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4-6 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Active Hope Series: 
“Thomas Berry and 
Climate Crisis” video 
discussion
6-8 p.m., Lotus Center, 211 
W. Broadway, Silver City

text 575-590-5561

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 13
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
 9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 at 
the corner of Clark Road, 
Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts 
Market

8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza 
de Las Cruces and along 

Downtown Main Street
575-805-6055

THURSDAY, SEPT. 14
Grant County
Childhood Education 
Symposium
All day at the Western New 
Mexico University College of 
Education 
575-538-6353

Candy Sushi at  
Penny Park
4-6 p.m. Silver City’s  
Penny Park
575-538-3672

Fall Film Series – As Fate 
Would Have It: Survival 
Stories in Film
“Everest”
6:30 p.m. at the Santa Clara 
Armory, 19990 U.S. Highway 
180
575-388-4862

Sierra County
Square Dancing 

1-3:30 p.m. at the New 
Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T 
or C
575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842

FRIDAY, SEPT. 15
Grant County

“The City Dog and the 
Prairie Dog”
Bilingual musical for 
grades K-9
10 a.m. at the Fine Arts 
Center Theatre on the 
WNMU campus 
575-538-6469

Lincoln County
Concerts in the Park
Gates open at 4 p.m. at 
Wingfield Park, 300 Center 
St. in Ruidoso
ruidosoconcertsinthepark.
com

SATURDAY, SEPT. 16

EVENTS
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Duke City Swamp 
Coolers at 

Pickamania,
Sept. 9

OterO ArtspAce
The Two Anns

Ann Bagby & Ann Beacht
Opening Sept.  1, 5-7 pm - continues through Sept.  

Gallery Open Thursday thru Sunday 1 to 4  pm
1118 Indiana Avenue, Alamogordo

oteroarts.org

Original Art by  
Linda Caperton

Darlins of  the Desert
VINTAGE MARKET

Saturday, Sept. 30, 2023 • 10am - 5pm
407 Central Ave., Hwy. 54, Carrizozo, NM

Vintage & Antique Items • Original Art
Up-cycled & Recycled Items & Decor

soulofthesouthwest.com

gwen.ann@hotmail.com
575-648-3243 or 575-937-6555  

for more info

A N T I Q U E  M A L L
     Mon-Sat 10-5. Sun 12-4    

Silver City Trading Co.

575.388.8989

205 W Broadway St 

Silver C Gillian Law LLC

For local legal services involving matters of: 
•Estate Planning
• Probates
• Property Issues
• Contract Drafting
• Breach of Contract Claims

The Law Office of Gillian Sherwood
silvercgillianlaw.com

(575)313-3507
By appointment only
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Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope St. 
in Silver City
www.
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Color Run
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Bataan 
Memorial Park, 33 Fort 
Bayard Road, Santa Clara
colorfunrun@
grantcountycpc.com

Live Music: Jono Manson
7:30 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Live Music: Mineral Hill
8-11 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 
200 N. Bullard St., Silver City
littletoadcreek.com

Otero County
White Sands Balloon 
Invitational Balloon Glow

7:30 a.m., lift-off at White 
Sands National Park 
575-439-4100

Alamogordo Otero County 
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 
1987 White Sands Blvd. in 
Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org

Lumberjack Day and arts 
and crafts show 
Event sign up starts at 8 
a.m., competition at 9 a.m. 
at the Cloudcroft Chamber 
of Commerce, 1001 
James Canyon Highway, 
Cloudcroft
chamber@cloudcroft.com

White Sands Balloon 
Invitational Balloon Glow
6-10 p.m., Ed Brabson 
Balloon Park, 700 Lavelle 
Road, Alamogordo
575-439-4100

Lincoln County
Photography Tour at Fort 

Stanton
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Fort 
Stanton Historic Site, 104 Kit 
Carson Road, Fort Stanton
575-354-0341

Flashlight Tour at Fort 
Stanton
7-10 p.m. at Fort Stanton 
Historic Site, 104 Kit Carson 
Road, Fort Stanton
575-354-0341

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts 
Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza 
de Las Cruces and along 

Downtown Main Street 
575-805-6055

Doña Ana Doll Club’s 
annual Doll Show and Sale
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Scottish Rite 
Temple, 195 E. Boutz Road
575-644-4224 and 
gail1952@comfast.net

Art Garden
11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Josefina’s 
Blue Gate, 2250 Calle de 
San Albino, Mesilla
www.agaveartists.com

SUNDAY, SEPT. 17
Grant County

Live Music: Meagan Dian
Dream Country Disco
2 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 Highway 180 
E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Otero County
White Sands Balloon 
Invitational Balloon Glow
7:30 a.m., lift-off at Ed 
Brabson Balloon Park, 700 
Lavelle Road Alamogordo
575-439-4100

Doña Ana County
Music in the Park
Joshua Lucero and 
Papayas Con Chile
7 p.m., Young Park, 850 S. 
Walnut St. Las Cruces
575-541-2550

TUESDAY, SEPT. 19
Grant County
Minecraft Club
4-6 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Active Hope Series: 
“Journey of the Universe” 
video discussion
6-8 p.m., Lotus Center, 211 
W. Broadway, Silver City
text 575-590-5561

Distinguished Speaker 
Series: Monica Ortiz Urbe 
and Patricia Michaels
Speaking on the crises of 
missing women
7 p.m. at the Light Hall 
Theater on the WNMU 
campus 
575-538-6469

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 20
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 in 
the town of Gila
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

EVENTS 
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Super Jam,
Sept.10

Call on these area experts for all your needs in Silver City!

Call (575) 654-7252
www.gilanetworks.com

Serving Grant County

Computer
Problems?

Support and Repair
for Windows PC’s and
small/home networks

An Old-Fashioned 
Commitment  to 
Great Service!

�������������

We’re the other guys,
not those guys. 

����������������������������������
�������������������������

��������������������������

Your Local Printshop

Stickers
Fleet Graphics

Labels
Floor Graphics

Window Graphics

We Print Custom

www.boxcarstickers.com
(575) 952-0878

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
�����������������������������

575.654.7673575.654.7673

Enchantedtouchnm

Landscape Design Installation Maintenance
Expert Garden Services

Enchantedtouchnm@gmail.com
(575)313-9105

Phillip Kinner • Amara Lorch
30 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE

970-237-9273

D

•Arborists
•Property 
 Cleanup
•9-Yard  
 Dump Truck
•Tree & Shrub      
  Work
•Irrigation Repairs  
& Installation
• and more!

Serving Silver City and Surrounding Area

•Metal Roofing • Carports
•Garages • Metal Buildings
& Wood Storage Buildings
575-538-2929

3100 Hwy. 180 E. • Suite B
Silver City

structuremetalroofing@gmail.com
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Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3 p.m. at the New 
Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T 
or C. Square dancing and 
refreshments
575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts 
Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza 
de Las Cruces and along 
Downtown Main Street
575-805-6055

THURSDAY, SEPT. 21
Grant County
Robot building for ages 6 
and older
4-6 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Fall Film Series – As Fate 
Would Have It: Survival 
Stories in Film
“The Perfect Storm”
6:30 p.m. at the Santa Clara 
Armory, 19990 U.S. Highway 
180. 
575-388-4862

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3:30 p.m. at the New 
Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T 
or C
575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842

Otero County
Otero County Fair and 
Rodeo
Gates open 11 a.m. at 
401 Fairgrounds Road, 
Alamogordo
oterocountyfair.com

FRIDAY, SEPT. 22 
Otero County
Otero County Fair and 
Rodeo
Gates open 11 a.m. at 
401 Fairgrounds Road, 
Alamogordo
oterocountyfair.com

Fiesta de La Luz
5-11 p.m. at Our Lady of the 
Light Catholic Church, 4 La 
Luz Road, La Luz
575-434-9460

Lincoln County
New Mexico 4X4 Rally
11 a.m.-6 p.m. at the Ruidoso 
Convention Center, 111 
Sierra Blanca Drive, Ruidoso
nm4X4Rally.com

Live Music: Cinderella’s 
Tom Keifer
6-10 p.m. at the Inn of the 
Mountain Gods Resort, 287 
Carrizo Canyon Road in 
Mescalero
575-464-7059

SATURDAY, SEPT. 23
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope St. 
in Silver City
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Saturday Story Time with 
Toys
1-2:30 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Live Music: Blues Dawg
8-11 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery and Distillery, 200 
N. Bullard St., Silver City
littletoadcreek.com

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County 
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 
1987 White Sands Blvd. in 
Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org

Otero County Fair and 
Rodeo

Gates open 11 a.m. at 
401 Fairgrounds Road, 
Alamogordo
oterocountyfair.com

Lincoln County
New Mexico 4X4 Rally
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Ruidoso 
Convention Center, 111 
Sierra Blanca Drive, Ruidoso
nm4X4Rally.com

Ruidoso Kite Festival
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the White 
Mountain Sports Complex, 
685 Hull Road, Ruidoso
575-257-5030

Smokey’s Educational 
Garden Experience
5-6 p.m. in Smokey’s 
Garden, 901 Mechem Drive, 
Ruidoso
575-937-2725

SUNDAY, SEPT. 24
Grant County
Live Music: Dolly Creamer 
Band
2 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 Highway 180 
E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Lincoln County
Ruidoso Kite Festival
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at the White 
Mountain Sports Complex, 
685 Hull Road, Ruidoso
575-257-5030

New Mexico 4X4 Rally
11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Ruidoso 

Convention Center, 111 
Sierra Blanca Drive, Ruidoso
nm4X4Rally.com

Doña Ana County
Artist talk:  
Diane Alire
1-2 p.m. at Gallery 925, 
925 N. Mesquite St. in Las 

Key of G, 
Garth Brooks 

tribute
Sept. 26

Mineral Hill,
Sept.16

EVENTS

continued from page 29
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PHOTO 
OF THE 
MONTH
Common sunflowers 
on Aguirre Spring Road 
on the East side of the 
Organ Mountains. The 
Iconic “Rabbit Ears” 
peaks feature can be 
seen in the background. 
The photo is by Mel 
Stone of Las Cruces.

If you have a favorite 
recent photo depicting 
the nature of life and 
living in southern 
New Mexico please 
share it with us and 
we will consider it for 
publication. Submit 
photos to editor@
desertexposure.com.

“You become responsible forever
for what you’ve tamed.” - Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

scottthomson1949@gmail.com

Scott
Thomson

Horsemanship
Silver City, NM
(575)388-1830

SmithRealEstate.com
(575) 538-5373

or 1-800-234-0307

505 W. College Avenue
PO Box 1290

Silver City NM 88062

New mobile-friendly 
website with all  

Silver City MLS listings!
REAL ESTATE
SMITH

Property Management
&

Corner Florida & Columbus Hwy. 
PO Box 191, Deming, NM

(575)546-3922

Marie C. Weil, PsyD, ABPP
Clinical Psychologist/Psicóloga Clínica

Board Certified in Clinical Health Psychology 
and Geropsychology

Silver City, New Mexico  
(575)342-1236

MarieCWeilPsyD.CoM

Cruces
gallery925nm.com

TUESDAY, SEPT. 26
Grant County
Family Movie: “Kubo and 
the Two Strings”
4-6 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Live Music: Key of G Live! 
Garth Brooks Tribute
7 p.m. at the Fine Arts 
Theater at WNMU campus 
gccca@gcconcerts.org

SATURDAY, SEPT. 29
Grant County
Silver City Farmers 
Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope 
St. in Silver City
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Otero County
Nichols Ranch  
Apple Festival
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at Nichols 
Ranch, 236 Cottonwood 
Canyon Road, La Luz
nicholsranch 
andorchards.com

Doña Ana County
Farmers and Crafts 
Market
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza 
de Las Cruces and along 
Downtown Main Street
575-805-6055

Live Music: Judy, Joan 
and Joni - 3 Women Who 
Defined an Era
6 p.m. at the Doña Ana Arts 
Council, 230 S. Water St. in 
Las Cruces
575-523-6403

SUNDAY, OCT. 1 
Otero County
Nichols Ranch Apple 

Festival
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at Nichols 
Ranch, 236 Cottonwood 
Canyon Road, La Luz
nicholsranch 
andorchards.com

MONDAY, OCT. 2
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 at 
the corner of Clark Road, 
in Gila 
silvercityfarmers 
market.info

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 4
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
 9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 at 
the corner of Clark Road, 
in Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Simply Good Desserts
575-242-1544 1212 E. 32nd St., Silver City 

corner of Leslie and 32nd
simplygooddesserts.com

ICE CREAM • DESSERTS • COFFEE
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