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The Dark and the Light
Finding balance can equal finding hope

EDITOR’S NOTE | ELVA K. ÖSTERREICH

The news is dark sometimes. 
It is popular to try and avoid 
the darkness, to put down 

the video games, to decry the vio-
lence we are thrown every day and 
call it bad. But why are we drawn to 
this angry form of communication, 
the the heart wrenching and tragic 
and sad?

One theory says dark carries more 
psychological weight than positive 
information, which makes sense 
in evolutionary terms: We want to 
know where the potential dangers 
and threats are in our environment, 

and so our attention is drawn to 
problems and negative information.

We probably need to find balance, 
each his own. We can’t hide the bad 
things, but we must see the good too. 
In this edition of Desert Exposure, 
we see new endeavors (Open Space 
Brewing), light creations (Tree of 
Life) and musical joy (It’s Pretty 
Lively) all of which bring some fun 
in our lives.

But let’s look too and question 
when we see the story of artist Alva-
ro Enciso (where Dreams Die) and 
consider books banned in the schools 

with Algernon (Desert Sage).
“It’s understandable that humans 

pay attention to negative informa-
tion; it seems important, and it may 
have survival value,” said Julie Ex-
line, professor in the Department 
of Psychological Sciences at Case 
Western Reserve University-Cleve-
land. 

“So, there’s no need to beat your-
self up about it. But if you find your-
self going after a steady diet of nega-
tive information, you might consider 
how this scary, sad or anger-induc-
ing input might be affecting your 

mood.”
Exline writes it is natural to be 

drawn to tragedy because it carries 
more psychological weight than 
positive information. Humans want 
to survive and solve problems, and 
so we naturally look for where the 
problems are. 

Tragedies can seem exciting be-
cause of the life-or-death, risky sit-
uations involved—adding more fuel 
to the attentional fires. 

And, for a truly dark side, some 
of us may be drawn to tragedy be-
cause we dislike or resent the person/

people who suffered in the tragedy. 
Some part of them might indulge 
in Schadenfreude (a German term 
meaning “shameful joy”). With 
Schadenfreude, people find a sense 
of pleasure in seeing an enemy or 
rival punished. 

Finally, a recent study from re-
searchers at the University of Augs-
burg, Germany and the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison found that peo-
ple are more likely to watch movies 
with gory scenes of violence if they 
felt there was meaning in confront-
ing violent aspects of real life.

Elva K. Österreich is editor of Desert 
Exposure and would love to meet 
Desert Exposure readers of southern 
New Mexico. Please contact her at 
editor@desertexposure.com or by cell 
phone at 575-443-4408.

Cabin nestled in the tall pines! Overlooking Sapillo creek with fantastic 
views of the Admiral Cliffs and GilaWilderness. Located on the Gila National 
Forest boundary. 2 bedrooms on main floor, additional bedroom in thewalk out 
basement. Workshop and hobby room downstairs. Nice deck for entertaining. 
Bonus room off thebedroom is perfect for office, gym or TV room. One car 
detached garage perfect for storing UTV and ATV’s.Attached carport. Short drive 
to Lake Roberts, Spirit Canyon pictographs and hiking trailheads. Abundant 
wildlife.Homesite includes two additional to build a shop, additional dwelling 
etc. Game Management Unit 24. Call yourfavorite broker for a showing. 
MLS#40148. $275,000

A Charming home that feels welcoming and inviting. This 2 bedroom 1 bath layout is per-
fect for a small family,couple, or individual seeking a cozy and manageable space. This 1000 sq/
ft home is great for DIY enthusiasts oranyone who enjoys creative pursuits, providing ample space 
for projects/hobbies and passions without feelingcramped for space. The RV carport is just one 
bonus, along with a dedicated workshop and storage shed outback. These are valuable assets for 
anyone who appreciates having an organized space for tools, equipment, andbelongings. This is a 
must see to appreciate, there are additional details about the home that are even moreimpressive 
in person, with something to offer a variety of potential buyers.. MLS#40112. $193,000

End of Mineral Creek Road lies a 120 acre jewel, bordering Gila National 
Forest. This unique property has all thewater you’ve dreamed of, including 
irrigated pastures, an old orchard, all with a recently engineered and 
updatedirrigating system ready to open up the flood gates. There are 11 acre 
feet of water rights that include surface, ditchand irrigation rights. Wild New 
Mexico game frequent the pastures and orchard making this a once in a lifeti-
meopportunity to own a property with this much water in the great southwest. 
MLS#39968. $950,000

Beautiful wooded lot with spectacular views in the 
exclusive Dos Griegos Subdivision. This 1.25 acre lot 
has city water and electric to the property and all on 
a paved road with mountain views, amazing sunset 
views and just minutes from town. Site built only. 
MLS #40108  $29,800

Main Office: 120 E. 11th St., Silver City NM • Toll Free (866)538-0404 •Office (575)538-0404
www.bettersilvercity.com | karen@bettersilvercity.com

Mimbres Office: 2991 Highway 35, Mimbres NM • Toll Free (866)538-0404 •Office (575)574-8798
www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com | robin@bettersilvercity.com

Located in the heart of the Mimbres Valley! 2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath 
1512 sf. Large living room and dining roomwith built in oak cabinets & shelves. 
Bonus area near kitchen for an office. Insulated roman shades throughout.
Bedroom with loft area and private entrance. Master bedroom features 1/2 bath 
and private entrance. Radiant heat,on demand water heater plus passive solar. 
Floors are tile, laminate & poured concrete. Level 1 acre with highwayfrontage 
and lots of parking. Plenty of room to add a garage or shop. 200-amp service. 
Commercial gradeconstruction, it could also be used for live/work, gallery, deli, 
store etc. 4-bedroom size septic passed inspection onJune 2023. MLS#39841. 
$255,000.  

Lot in Dos Griegos Phase 4. Beautiful views to 
the North & West, southern exposure opportunity, 
wooded, &just minutes to town. Paved road, 
underground power/telephone and city water. 
National Forest access just downthe road. Site built 
onlyMLS# 40123. $52,400 

Gorgeous acreage close to town with all city 
amenities available. Land features amazing views, 
large trees and bulkutilities in the street so subdivi-
sion is possible. Possible owner finance with decent 
downpayment. MLS# 40020. $165,000

The Large living areas, metal roof and private 
backyard. Come check out this great lot and home. 
CASH only! MLS #40097. $99,750

• DAN COOK, QUALIFYING BROKER •

UP ON THE HIGH CHAPPARRAL! 95+ acres with 
360-degree views to the Black Range, Cookes Peak 
and theKneeling Nun. Unrestricted with various sites 
available to build your dream home or getaway cabin. 
Electricnearby. Interesting geologic area for rock hound-
ing. Abundant wildlife. Short drive to the Gila National 
Forest,Bear Canyon and fishing at Bear Canyon Reservoir 
and Lake Roberts. Services available in Mimbres Valley 
inc.restaurants, gas station, clinic and post office. Silver 
City just 20 minutes away. Horses and livestock allowed.
New survey available. MLS # 39391. $140,000.

Very convenient home in the center of 
town, walking distance to just about anywhere 
without any hills to Historicdowntown Silver 
City. 5 blocks from the grocery store and 5 blocks 
to Western New Mexico University. Greatstarter 
home for a family or an investment property if 
you are just looking to earn some passive income. 
3bedroom 2 bath with a nice detached shop out 
back. Priced to move.  MLS# 39872. $133,000
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#92 “Desert Dumbfounder” by Dave Thomas is a simple substitution cipher; one letter stands for 
another. Solution is by trial and error. Solution will appear in next month’s Desert Exposure.
Send full solution, or just the Secret Words, to nmsrdave@swcp.com, and be recognized! 

Use the answer key below to track your clues, and reveal Secret Words!

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z

Clue: U = Z, W = K

Previous Solution: "JUNE SECOND, TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FOUR WILL 
BE A HISTORIC DAY IN MEXICO WITH THE ALMOST-CERTAIN ELECTION 
OF THE COUNTRY'S FIRST WOMAN PRESIDENT." - MORGAN 
SMITH *Secret Words:”MILEPOST AND WHY”

Congrats to #91 solvers : 
Kaustuv Sengupta*, Mike Arms*, 

Skip Howard*, Will Adams*, Claudette Gallegos*, 
David Pino*, Shorty  Vaiza*, Sue Merrick*,  & Connie Tull*!

"GVM LMDNMGCNH JB MZEDCGPJQ YCL DJXPQR BJN CQ CLLMXKFH. 

YVMQ P VMCNZ XH QCXM, PG YCL JQ JOMNYVMFXPQR VJQJN." - 

ZMXPQR GMCDVMN XCRCFP RJXMU, JQ NMDMPOPQR GVM XPFWMQ CYCNZ

TIPS:www.nmsr.org/secretword.htm and www.nmsr.org/cypher-how2.jpg 

#93 “Desert Dumbfounder” by Dave Thomas is a simple substitution cipher; one letter stands for 
another. Solution is by trial and error. Solution will appear in next month’s Desert Exposure.
Send full solution, or just the Secret Words, to nmsrdave@swcp.com, and be recognized! 

Use the answer key below to track your clues, and reveal Secret Words!

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z

Clue: N=X, T=J, O=Z

Previous Solution: "THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION WAS COMING FOR AN 
ASSEMBLY. WHEN I HEARD MY NAME, IT WAS ON OVERWHELMING HONOR." 
-DEMING TEACHER MAGALI GOMEZ, ON RECEIVING THE 
MILKEN AWARD *Secret Words:”FACULTY OBSERVING”

Congrats to #92 solvers : 
Kaustuv Sengupta*, David Pino*, 

Will Adams*, George P. Burdell*, Mike Arms*, 
Shorty  Vaiza*, Skip Howard*, and Sue Merrick*!

"XRHD HD F GHDVSPBCL GBVFGBD HI XRB WFUHIJ." - GC. FIXRSIL 

ZHSCHKKS SZ IWWIRD, SI F TFYQSIB GHDVSPBCBG LBFCD FJS FX 

BKBARFIX QEXXB QBHIJ CBVSJIHOBG FD F IBY DABVHBD SZ X-CBN.

TIPS:www.nmsr.org/secretword.htm and www.nmsr.org/cypher-how2.jpg 

ABOUT THE COVER
“Tricksters” by Virginia 
Maria Romero is a 48” 
X 60” acrylic on canvas. 
Romero said tricksters 
in mythology exhibited 
a great degree of secret 
knowledge often used to 
defy conformity, which 
lacked independence and 
originality. 

“Within my visual 
poetry are characters 
representative of how 
tricksters prevail in the 
modern era,” Romero 
said. “Without specific 
intent my work begins – a 
subconscious evolution 
to render form. The effort 
at once seamless and 
fluid, a commingling of pigment, touch, and spirit, moves towards shape and purpose. 
The now recognizable images translate as symbols of new life steeped in mystery from 
which they were born. In their eyes is a voice that speaks of secrets. If you look and 
listen closely you will hear them too.”

Romero’s piece, “Wolf,” was selected by the Las Cruces City Art Board and Quality 
of Life Department/Public Art as part of the “Art Stop” rotating art exhibit in and is 
exhibited at the bus shelter at Water Street and Griggs Avenue, by the former El Paso 
Electric Co. parking lot in Las Cruces.

More of Romero’s work can be seen at www.virginiamariaromero.com. Her work is 
represented by Bill Hester Fine Art, 613 Canyon Road, Santa Fe.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

‘Beef Country’ doesn’t need to be monument
In his letter, “Monu-

ment designation should 
be welcomed,” Michael 
Sauber missed the mark. 
After standing-room-on-
ly attendance at both the 
Deming City Council and 
Luna County Commis-
sioner meetings, in which 
95 percent of attendees 
expressed displeasure at 
such a national monument 
proposal, both the City of 
Deming and Luna County 
voted against turning ap-
proximately 250,000 acres 
into a national monument. 
Such a designation would 
severely restrict ranching, 
mining, and hunting activ-

ities in the proposed area.
Ranching has been a 

family business in Luna 
County since the turn 
of the 19th century, and 
ranchers have been exem-
plary stewards of the land 
for generations. In Luna 

County you can see many 
ranchers driving pick-up 
trucks proudly bearing the 
slogan, “This is Beef Coun-
try.” 

Paul Hoylen,
Deming

CORRECTION: Because the December Desert Dumbfounder puzzle was inadver-
tently repeated in February, we didn’t want you to miss out on it. So here are both 
February and March puzzles. Don’t look at #93 if you don’t want to spoil #92.

Gila Friends 
Meeting

The Religious Society of Friends

fevafotos@gmail.com

Church of Harmony
609 N. Arizona St.,  
Silver City NM

Quaker Meeting for Worship is 
 held Sundays 10:00am- 11:00am

If you are interested in online or 
in-person worship or more  

information, please contact us at  
(575) 590-1588

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS • FedEx • US Mail  
• Private Mailboxes

•Re-Mailing • Fax • Copy  
• Notary

Denise Dewald, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road

Silver City, NM

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri
PH ( 575) 388-1967
Fax (575)388-1623

info@eaglemailservices.com

St. Augustine’s  
Anglican Church

www.staugustine-deming.org

Join us Sundays at 10:30 AM
for worship, fellowship,

and refreshments. 

On the corner
of 8th and Birch
in Deming, NM

ANGLICAN CHURCH
IN NORTH AMERICA
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Tree of Life
Kelly Hart continues his creative legacy

ARTS EXPOSURE

Story by 
Elva K. Österreich

Kelly Hart has been 
creating all his 
life. From being a 

freelance photographer 

and art student at the San 
Francisco Art Institute to 
cinematographer. In the 
1970s he developed a tech-
nique for making animated 
movies and was awarded a 
US patent. In the 1980s he 

produced video programs 
ranging in topics from 
llamas, animal telepathy, 
student life in the Soviet 
Union and Mexico, and 
sustainable architecture. 
At the turn of the century, 
he developed several web-
sites related to sustainable 
architecture and wrote sev-
eral books on the topic.

Now Hart is creating in 
wood. Remodeling, design-
ing and assembling many 
things with his work, most 
recently his artistic eye 
has taken on a tiny house 
project. Taking a fifth-
wheel RV and changing it 
into a “Tree of Life,” Hart 

put together a detailed and 
beautiful creation.

“I decided to devote 
myself to creating art and 

sculpture for the past five 
years,” He said. “So I am 
combining that interest in 
remodeling and making 

homes out of vehicles into 
art so I call this sculpture a 
tiny home.”

The piece/tiny home, 
“Tree of Life” theme re-
lates on a number of differ-
ent levels. He incorporat-
ed trees into the shingles 
on the sides of the home, 
and wooden art adorns the 
inside and outside from 
flat inlay pieces to curved 
sculptural pieces.

“I had a rough idea of 
what I wanted to do,” he 
said. “Not so much the tree 
patterns but the arrange-
ment.”

The work can be moved 
as needed but is intended 

Kelly Hart stands in front of his tiny house, “Tree of 
Life.” (Courtesy photo)

� NOW OPEN ��

Up to 36 Months No Interest PLUS
We will beat any La-Z-Boy Direct Price!
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to stay in one location, 
maybe in the woods some-
where.

“I can see it in a forest,” 
Hart said. “I can see it in a 
lot of different places. This 
awning comes out. These 
steps can move.”

Incorporated in the 
work are reflections of 
DNA strands, and many 
cultures are represented in 
individual pieces. He drew 
inspiration from Egyptian 
gods, a cave in Africa and 
the Dogon people, the 
Kabbalah tree of life, the 
Nazca lines in Peru, Indo-
nesian stone carvings from 
a cemetery marker and 
much more.

In the bathroom, an-
cient images are featured, 
Olmec and then an image 
from Turkey from about 
12,000 years ago.

Now Hart is ready to 
take on a new project. He 
would like to sell his “Tree 
of Life” piece to make 
room for the next step.

“I have worked on stuff 
all my life,” he said. “I’ve 
been a wood worker and 
an artist basically all my 
life, I see no reason to 
stop. I just had my 80th 

birthday. My plan is to go 
to 100 because I enjoy it so 
much.”

Hart’s work and art can 
be found at hartworks.
com. His woodwork is also 
on display at a)sp.”A”©e 
gallery, 110 W. Seventh St. 
in Silver City.

The theme of life in ancient and modern forms is re-
peated throughout Kelly Hart’s tiny house art. (Photos 
by Elva K. Österreich)

Cultural Affairs

MARCH / APRIL EVENTS

culture.wnmu.edu 
575.538.6469

Tickets

Thursday, February 16  
7p Fine Arts Center Theatre • $15

The Moanin’ Frogs offer an 
electrifying approach to 

chamber music featuring all 
six saxophones from soprano 
to bass. Conservatory trained 
and entertainment minded, 
their dynamic and technically 
precise performances of classical, 
ragtime, jazz, and pop delight 
fans across the world. Please note, 
this show replaces Alias Brass.

High energy creative 
percussion on invented 

instruments. We start with 
SCRAP. We transform it through 
sculpture, choreography 
and film, and we create an 
unforgettable and unique 
MUSICAL experience.  Five 
athletic musicians perform with 
over 145 mobile instruments, 
resulting in beautiful, 
unexpected Experimental Pop 
Percussion that delights the 
hears, eyes  and heart.

7pm Saturday, April 6
Fine Arts Center Theatre  
$15

WNMU Cultural Affairs and New Mexico Arts will host CAMMO — Center for American 
Military Musical Opportunities, offering a free day-long songwriting workshop for 

military audiences. CAMMO’s mission is to train and educate service members, veterans, and 
family members in music industry career opportunities. Workshop to be followed by a public 
presentation at Light Hall Theater.        > Capacity is limited, secure your spot today!  
                Sign up here: culture.wnmu.edu

March 1-7 AAllll  ooff  UUss  SSttrraannggeerrss 
March 3, 4, 5 @ 7:30 AAmmeelliiee 
March 8-14 OOrriiggiinn     
March 15-21 TThhee  TTaassttee  ooff  TThhiinnggss  
March 22-28 GGoollddeenn  YYeeaarrss  
March 28-April 4 UUpprrooaarr  
March 26 SScciieennccee  oonn  SSccrreeeenn  
NNaattiioonnaall  NNiigghhtt  OOuutt    

FOUNTAIN
THEATRE

www.mesillavalleyfilm.org         
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla NM 

OOUURR  MMAARRCCHH  FFIILLMMSS!!  

FFIILLMM  NNOOIIRR    
 

Sunday, Mar. 17 at 7:30  
HHeellll  oorr  HHiigghh  WWaatteerr  (1996) 

Sunday March 10 @ 6:30pm 
CCOODDEE::  DDeebbuuggggiinngg  tthhee  GGeennddeerr  GGaapp  (2015) 

Guest lecturer Melody Hagaman,  
Senior Professional Development Facilitator, 

BootUp PD  

SSCCIIEENNCCEE  OONN  SSCCRREEEENN®®    
an initiative of the Coolidge Corner 

Theatre, with major support from 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.  
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Where Dreams Die
Long life’s journey leads back to the border

ON THE BORDER

Story and photos 
by Morgan Smith

“You leave your 
country, you 
leave your lan-

guage, you leave your family, 
you leave everything that you 
knew to come here looking 
for a better way of life,” says 
Alvaro Enciso, who migrat-
ed to the United States from 
a town called Villavicencio 
in central Colombia, when 
he was 20, with the goal of 
getting an education. This has 
been a much more compli-
cated journey than he would 
have anticipated.

He served in the Army and 
14 months in Vietnam, went 
to college on the GI Bill, got 
a BA in Cultural Anthropolo-
gy at Queens College in New 

York City, earned graduate 
degrees at Towson University 
in Maryland and worked for 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services in the Wash-
ington-Baltimore area as an 
analyst and expert in Hispan-
ic culture. Eventually, in the 
late 1990s, he decided to be-
come an artist and moved to 
New Mexico. 

“I don’t like the word art-
ist,” he said, “because I don’t 
know if I am one or not. The 
word artist is loosely used, 
you know, anyone can be an 
artist.”

He then moved to Tucson 
in 2011 and saw an article 
about a retired Marine and 
Methodist preacher who was 
taking water, medical sup-
plies and blankets to the bor-
der to help migrants.

Thinking of his own mi-
grant background, he soon 
began working with the Tuc-
son Samaritans, a nonprofit 
formed in 2002 that takes 
water, food and medical as-
sistance into the desert area 
south of Tucson. Initially he 
would hike out to the sites 
where bodies had been found 
and “stand there and see if 
there was anything there, a 
vestige of what happened 
there, the suffering and the 
disappointment and the fail-
ure and everything.”

Then he realized that he 
wanted to make “the invisible 
visible. … So I needed to give 
these people presence.”

The concept of placing 
crosses at the sites was a 
complicated one. 

“[The cross] is a symbol 

of finality,” he said. “The 
Romans used to make cross-
es, big ones, to kill people. I 
was a little reluctant because 
I didn’t want to be seen as 
some kind of a Christian 
fanatic putting crosses out 
there.” 

He sees the cross as a “uni-
versal symbol” and not a “re-
ligious cross.”

“It was nothing more than a 
geometric equation,” he said. 
“You know, a vertical one on 
a horizontal line. The vertical 
line means that you’re still 
alive, still walking. And the 
horizontal line means that 
you’re dead. And where those 
two lines meet, that’s the 
point where the tragedy took 
place.”

Alvaro makes the crosses 
himself and paints them dif-
ferent colors with donated 
paint. In the last decade, he 
has placed over 1,400 in the 

Arizona desert, and gets the 
location from the medical 
examiner in Tucson. He goes 
every Tuesday with his team, 
using a 4-wheel high clear-
ance vehicle provided by the 
Tucson Samaritans.

I had a chance to meet him 
in Tucson in April and we met 
again in tiny Columbus, N.M. 
(pop. 1,500) on the afternoon 
of Dec. 19. Columbus is just 
two miles from the border 
and the town of Palomas, 
Mexico.

With him were the team 
members who have been 
working with him in Arizona 
– the young Bryce Peterson, 
who is a genius at finding the 
sites, most of which are in re-
mote areas; David Whitman, 
who moved to Arizona from 
New York city several years 
ago and met Alvaro through 
the Tucson Samaritans; and 
Peter Lucero, who has been 

working with Alvaro for five 
years.

My wife, Sherry, was with 
me. We followed Alvaro’s 
team to the first site where 
the body of a 34-year-old 
woman from Guatemala had 
been found. She had been 
raped and murdered and then 
dumped there just east of Co-
lumbus. 

The team moved quick-
ly. Alvaro dug a hole in the 
soft dirt and Peter placed the 
cross. Then they poured wa-
ter in the hole, added a quick 
drying cement, then sand. 
Alvaro made sure the cross 
was aligned properly. Then 
they each looked for stones to 
place around the cross. 

“This is an important 
step,” David said to me, “be-
cause we are alone with our 
thoughts when we go to look 
for the rocks.” 

Peter would place a rosary 

The second cross, placing rocks.

914 N. POPE ST. | SILVER CITY NM | (575)388-1444

FREE Tune-ups for LIFE!
With the purchase of a new bike

PLUS: Aventon • Diamondback • Sunday BMX • Fairdale

DIY tool stations • Earn-a-bike Program

Bicycle repair & e-bike service centerbikeworksnm.org

We are now a

OPEN: Tues.-Fri 10-5:30 • Sat. 10-4

Dealer
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on the cross. 
The second stop would be 

for a 24-year-old man who 
had died of exposure.

The third was on the edge 
of the highway between 
Deming and Columbus, a 
boring stretch of road that I 
have driven dozens of times 
without ever thinking of 
death.

On Sept. 18, 2021, howev-
er, an accident occurred here 
when a Border Patrol vehicle 
was chasing a van in which 
there were 10 migrants. Two 
were killed, one from Brazil 
and one from Ecuador, so two 
crosses were placed. While 
I thought of the two deaths, 
Alvaro said, “Imagine the 
others, the injuries they must 
have suffered.”

We spent the night in the 
Comfort Inn in Deming and 
met for breakfast the next 
morning before daylight. The 
plan was to find at least three 
more sites. Then Alvaro and 
his team would return to Ar-
izona and Sherry and I would 
go back to Santa Fe. 

Our first stop that morning 
was just off what is called 
Sunshine Road. A Brazilian 
woman had been traveling 
with a group of Brazilians, 
couldn’t keep up and died. 
It was a bitter cold morning 
with an overcast sky, a day 
when you couldn’t imagine 
the heat that must have over-

powered her.
The second stop was for a 

24-year-old man who died on 
August 29, 2021, but his na-
tionality was unknown.

We then drove west from 
Deming on a service road 
that paralleled the very busy 
Highway I-10, finally turning 
off near a large truck stop and 
heading south on a dirt road.

Stopping, Bryce indicated 
that this site would be about a 
quarter mile through the des-
ert. This is barren but starkly 
beautiful country, yet with 
the temperature about 52 de-
grees, this was not the reality 
migrants face during the sum-
mer, when it will typically be 
over 100 degrees.

The man whose body was 
found there was never identi-
fied. Although he was surely 
from Latin America, he is re-
ferred to as John Doe. As Al-
varo dug the small hole for the 
cross, I realized that we were 
less than a half mile from the 
highway and the truck stop. 
Of course, the man who died 
didn’t know this. He couldn’t 
have heard the heavy truck 
traffic on Interstate 10 or 
seen the truck stop. To recog-
nize that he came thousands 
of miles only to die perhaps 
20 minutes from safety was 
heart wrenching. 

In these last five years, 
Sherry and I have met with 
hundreds of migrants – in 

various shelters, camped on 
the riverbank between El 
Paso and Juárez or living on 
the streets. Most are exhaust-

ed from their journeys and 
unsure where they will end 
up. But they are also optimis-
tic and full of hope that they 

can start decent and safe lives 
in our country. They exude an 
enthusiasm about our country 
that few Americans can emu-
late. 

These two days with Al-
varo and his team, however, 
showed the other side of these 
brutal experiences. Whether 
it was standing in the bitter 
cold or slogging through the 
barren desert as Alvaro, Peter, 
David and Bryce placed these 
crosses, I felt I was helping 
give these migrants a last ges-
ture of respect. 

Alvaro has named his 
project “Donde Mueren los 
Sueños,” or “Where Dreams 
Die.” Now, several weeks af-
ter our placing of the crosses 

in the desert, the memory of 
these deaths hangs over me 
like a huge dark cloud. What 
to do? The answer is simple. 
Tomorrow I will be leaving 
for the border again, my car 
packed with donated shoes. 
A trip to help the living. But 
I will be passing the two 
crosses between Deming and 
Columbus. I will be thinking 
of those for whom the dream 
died.

Morgan Smith has been 
writing about border issues 
for the last decade and 
can be reached at Morgan-
smith@comcast.net. 

The first cross.

Left: Alvaro Enciso, west of Deming, Dec. 2023.  
Right: One of Alvaro’s crosses.
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Follow The Moonlight
Monthly hikes at White Sands National Park 

SKY WATCH

By Sylvia Quintanilla

Beginning in March, 
White Sands Na-
tional Park will of-

fer a unique experience on 
the sand dunes. Moonlight 
Hikes is a ranger-guided pro-
gram on the one-mile Dune 
Life Nature Trail happening 
monthly between March to 
November. Guests are not 

only treated to picturesque 
views on the hike, but are also 
provided educational presen-
tations from the ranger. 

“Previously known as Full 
Moon Hikes, the Moonlight 
Hike better describes the spe-
cial opportunity visitors have 
to experience the dunes at 
night as the moonlight reflects 
off the bright, white gypsum 
sand,” WSNP program man-

ager and public information 
officer Brian Powers said. 

For more than 12 years, 
White Sands has offered the 
guided hike program. It has 
been one of the most popular 
programs they offer. Powers 
said topics covered by the 
park ranger can vary, but may 
include Tularosa Basin space 
history, astronomy, nocturnal 
animals, White Sands Na-

tional Park history, interdune 
ecology and the night sky as 
a resource. 

There is a maximum num-
ber of 50 guests allowed on 
the moonlight hikes, to en-
sure the safety of all. 

Tickets are available two 
months before the day of the 
event online at recreation.gov. 
For example, for the May 22 
hike, tickets will be available 
on March 22 at 8 a.m. MT. 
There is not a waitlist for 
sold-out hikes. However, if 
tickets are canceled, they will 
be immediately available on-
line. Park entrance fees and a 
special program fee of $8 per 

person for ages 16 and older 
and $4 per child ages 15 and 
younger. 

“The Moonlight Hike is 
a very popular program and 
some of the best feedback is 
the fact that the tours fill up 
so fast, often within a matter 
of minutes. There is always 
a lot of anticipation and ex-
citement from the community 
about these programs as we 
receive many positive and 
enthusiastic comments on our 
social media platforms and 
the Moonlight Hike page on 
recreation.gov,” Powers said. 

Once you obtain tickets, be 
prepared and plan ahead. The 

Visitors gather for a Moonlight Hike at White Sands 
National Park. (Courtesy photo)

Make reservations 
& view availability online
BearCreekCabins.com

1.888.388.4515 • 575.388.4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com

Just 7 miles north of Silver City on Hwy 15

•  Fireplaces  
• Secluded Balconies
• Porches   
• Telephone & Wifi 
• Satellite TV
• Barbecue Grill 
• Meeting Room with  
   Lodge w/ Kitchen
• Cabins w/ Kitchens available 
• Gift Shop • Pet Friendly  
• Venue for Events

    

Fabulous getaway nestled in  
the tall pines of Pinos Altos

EstatE salE DiscovEriEsEstatE salE DiscovEriEs
Re-use

Repurpose
Go Green!

Dining Tables
Available Now

1250 W. Picacho Ave., Las Cruces
(575) 639-2495
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 The moon rises over 
visitors at White Sands 
National Park offering a 
unique view of old luna. 
(Courtesy photo)

Dune Life Nature Trail is rat-
ed as a moderate hike. Guests 
should be ready to walk on 
soft sand, up and down sand 
dunes. 

Make sure to check the 
weather for the event as 
the temperature drops very 
quickly when the sun goes 
down. Powers advised com-
ing prepared with appropriate 
footwear, dressing in lay-
ers and bringing water and 
snacks. 

“In my opinion, being on 
a gypsum sand dune as the 
moon rises over the Sac-
ramento Mountains and il-
luminates the sky is a very 
special opportunity that the 
park offers during Moon-
light Hikes,” Powers said. 
“Visitors have the chance to 
experience the moonlight re-
flection on the bright, white 
gypsum sand and the peace 
and serenity of this unique 
environment at night. The 
ranger presenting the guided 
hike will also interpret the 
stories and resources the park 
has to offer.”

Powers added that these 
moonlight hikes are not the 
only ranger-guided walks of-
fered at White Sands National 
Park. 

“We also offer the Sunset 
Stroll, which is ranger-guid-
ed through the gypsum sand 
dunes,” he said. “It is a fantas-
tic opportunity to experience 
the dunes first-hand while 
learning about the park’s ge-
ology, plants, and animals. As 
a bonus, the stroll is timed to 
end near sunset, providing a 
panoramic view of the sun 
setting over the mountains 
and the potential for some 
breath-taking photographic 
opportunities. Sunset Strolls 
do not require reservations 
and are currently offered on 
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day.” 

For up-to-date information 

on White Sands, visit their 
website at nps.gov/whsa/in-
dex.htm. There, you can learn 
about our park hours, ranger 
programs, park entrance fees, 

safety information, current 
conditions and the history 
and natural resources the park 
has to offer.

IF YOU GO:
Moonlight Hike schedule for 2024

• Monday, March 25 at 7:30 p.m.
• Tuesday, April 23 at 7:30 p.m.
• Wednesday, May 22 at 7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, June 22 at 8:30 p.m.
• Saturday, July 20 at 8 p.m.
• Tuesday, Aug. 20 at 8:15 p.m.
• Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 7:15 p.m.
• Wednesday, Oct. 16 at 6 p.m.
• Saturday, Nov. 16 at 5 p.m. 

Reservations needed: nps.gov/whsa/index.htm

1810 South Ridge Rd., Silver City - next to Chevron

Call
575-538-0850

NEW!
Turkey and turkey bacon burrito 
wrapped in a spinach tortilla with 
cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayo.

Includes salsa and chips

HOURS:
Mon-Fri 11-4 
Sat 11-3

MAY WE SUGGEST:

Corner Florida & Columbus Hwy. 
PO Box 191, Deming, NM

(575)546-3922
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OPPORTUNITY
Call for Veterans & Mil-

itary Connected Artists: In 
Alamogordo, Otero Arts will 
hold its “Second Annual Ote-
ro Veteran Arts Showcase” 
(OVAS) in June at the Otero 
Artspace, 1118 Indiana Ave., 
Alamogordo. OVAS will fea-
ture a month-long art exhibi-
tion, performances and writ-
ing workshops all featuring 
Veterans and Military con-
nected artists.  Deadline for 
entering is May 1. To apply: 
contact Lori Arella, drloria@
gmail.com or call 845-797-
3642. Info: Oteroarts.org.

SILVER CITY
• The Silver City Art As-

sociation hosts a First Fri-
day gallery walk on March 
1 in the Historic District of 
downtown Silver City. Galler-
ies and their business friends 
will be open from 5-7 p.m. for 
receptions, art talks and other 
art events, with several galler-
ies featuring artists on site to 
discuss their work. First Fri-
days are held from 5-7 p.m. 
on the first Friday of every 
month. For a map of partici-
pating galleries, or for more 
information about the Silver 
City Art Association, see sil-
vercityart.com.

• The weird (and some-
times not so weird) creations 
of local wood carver Mark 
Cantrell are on display at 
the Grant County Art Guild 
Gallery. Cantrell discusses 
his process at the GCAG 5-7 
p.m. on March 1 during Silver 
City’s First Fridays at the gal-
lery art walk. Refreshments 
will be served, and Cantrell 

will display a progressive se-
lection of his work from raw 
wood to finished sculptures. 
The gallery carries the work 
of 35 local artists working in 
a wide range of mediums and 
styles with an equally wide 
range of prices. The Grant 
County Art Guild Gallery 
is located at 316 N Bullard, 
Silver City. The hours are 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., seven days a 
week, with additional hours 
for special events. Info: gcag.
org. 

• Light Art Space, 209 
W. Broadway in Silver City, 
features “Picturing Wilder-
ness” in celebration of the 
100-year anniversary of the 
Gila Wilderness. The exhi-
bition features images by 26 
Grant County Photographers. 
In the Flash Gallery, “Border 
to Border,” features the new 
works of Stephan Höglund. 
Höglund’s work comes from 
a sense of place or more accu-
rately, places. Gleaming both 
inspiration as well as surface 
found material of his region. 
Northern Minnesota is where 
it first began and he now con-
tinues in the open High Mesa 
and High Desert of Southwest 
New Mexico near Silver City. 
These places not only have 
been the source of the mate-
rials in much of the work, but 
also seem to sustain a cre-
ative and spiritual roadmap. 
The reception for both exhi-
bitions is scheduled for 5-7 
p.m., Friday, March 1. The 
gallery is open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday; 
and by appointment. Info: 
lightartspace.com.

ALAMOGORDO
• Otero Arts features 

“Chasing the Light” an en 
plein air pastel exhibition with 
work by Janet Amtmann and 
Lyn Canham at the Artspace 
located at 1118 Indiana Ave. 
in Alamogordo. The exhibi-
tion opens with a reception 
5-7 p.m. on March 1. The 
two artists are members of 
Otero Arts as well as Plein 
Air Painters of New Mexico, 
Pastel Society of New Mexi-
co, and Cloudcroft Art Soci-
ety. In the course of winding 
down her career as a cogni-
tive psychologist, Canham 
reintroduced herself to draw-
ing and painting by studying 
with various New Mexican 

art teachers. Her pastel paint-
ings flow from her lifelong 
love of nature.  Amtmann’s 
interest in painting began as a 
young child studying with her 
mother, a landscape and por-
trait artist. She studied oils, 
acrylics and watercolor in her 
teen years. “My work carries 
with it the whispered teach-
ing of many artists I have 
known and the joy and excite-
ment I feel when confronted 
with the natural world that is 
New Mexico,” she said. Info: 
oteroarts.org.

DEMING
• The March 2024, exhibit at 

the Deming Arts Center fea-
tures the creations of the local 
quilting club – The Quilting 

B’s. On display are bed-size 
quilts, along with wall hang-
ings, challenges, dolls, bead 
art and smaller quilted items. 
Many will be for sale. This 
year two quilts that are part 
of a drawing and a silent auc-
tion featuring several antique 
quilts, two antique throws, 
and some new quilts. The raf-
fle and silent auction close at 
3 p.m. March 29. There will 
be a time to meet the quilters 
1-3 p.m. Sunday, March 3. 
The Deming Arts Center is at 
100 S. Gold St., Deming. The 
gallery hours are 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Monday-Friday and 10 
a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday. Info: 
575-546-3663 and at deming-
arts.org. 

TRUTH OR 
CONSEQUENCES

• RioBravoFineArt, 110 
North Broadway in Truth or 
Consequences, presents a 
combined artists show by two 
New Mexican artists, Nolan 
Winkler and Raul Dorn. The 
show runs through April 21. 
For this joint show, Winkler 
has chosen the title of “The 
Dance Begins” for her piec-
es. This show for combined 
artists is an opportunity to 
compare the styles of two 
different artists while gaining 
an enhanced understanding 
of the distinctive character-
istics of each one. Rio Bravo 
Fine Arts Gallery is at 110 N. 
Broadway in Truth or Con-
sequences. Info: riobravofin-
eartgallery.com.

CARRIZOZO
• Artist Joan Malkerson, 

known for paintings, ceram-

ics, sculpture and installa-
tions, is set to unveil a solo 
art show centered around 
the theme of seeds. The ex-
hibition, titled “The Seed 
Woman,” showcases a di-
verse collection of artworks 
that delve into the aesthetic 
and profound significance of 
seeds in our world. There will 
be an opening reception 5-7 
p.m., Saturday, March 2. The 
Red Door Gallery is located 
downstairs in the Lutz Build-
ing at 401Twelfth Street, at 
the Photozozo Gallery of 
Photography in Carrizozo. 
88301. Info: 612-963-1499.

MAGDALENA
• Charmaine Locke’s 

“Scenes from A Blues Op-
era” is featured this at kind 
of a small array, 106 N. 
Main in Magdalena. Locke’s 
early eighties oil pastel and 
putty drawings came straight 
out of her daily life in the 
woods of the Big Thicket in 
east Texas, where she made 
her home and studio for 
twenty years. Her figures are 
players in an allegory, her 
dwellings psychological as 
much as physical. The strokes 
in the drawings are hewn and 
carved, as if drawing a life out 
of the woods. In fact, she was. 
Info: kindofasmallarray.com.

LAS CRUCES
• In his first solo show at 

Gallery 925 Shane Wiggs is 
showing his acrylic paintings, 
graphite, acrylic and India 
ink for large drawings as well 
as hand cut linoleum prints, 
some hand colored with wa-
tercolor. Wiggs was born in 

ARTS + OPPORTUNITIES

Arts Scene
Upcoming area art happenings

Mark Cantrell wood carvings, Grant County Art Guild 
Gallery. (Courtesy photo)
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El Paso in 1970. As early as 
4 years old he was painting. 
Decay has become a primary 
concern in his work “because 
I find beauty and pathos in the 
aging works of man; specif-
ically in aging agricultural/
industrial architecture and 
facilities.” An Opening recep-
tion is First Friday, 4-7 p.m., 
March 1. Wiggs will be at the 
gallery 11-5 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 16,17 to 
talk about his work. Gallery 
925 is at 925 N Mesquite St. 
Gallery hours are 1-5 p.m. 
Fridays and 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays. Info: 
gallery925nm.com.

• The Tombaugh Gallery 
presents a combined show 
featuring two well-known Las 
Cruces artists, Carrie Greer 
and Karen Ziebert. Both art-
ists have explored various me-
diums over the course of their 
careers, but both have discov-
ered the breadth of expression 
possible with encaustic or 

working in wax. The artwork 
is painted with melted pig-
mented wax or fused to the 
substrate using a heat source, 
such as a propane torch. The 
exhibit opens with an artist’s 
reception 11 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 3. The show 
runs through March 24. The 
gallery, located in the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church in 
Las Cruces, is open 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Thursday through Sat-
urday, and 11:30a.m.-2 p.m., 
Sunday. Info: 575-522-7281

• The Las Cruces Mu-
seums opens two new exhi-
bitions that investigate how 
artists relate to the natural en-
vironment. “Connection : : 
Conjunto” is at the Branigan 
Cultural Center and features 
artwork from The Border Art-
ists in which they consider the 
connection between artists, 
the natural environment, and 
the community in which they 
live. At the Museum of Art, 
“The Desert Was Red and 

Red the Dust Was Raised” 
uses abstraction to consider 
the relationship between the 

desert landscape and how it 
influences an artist’s imagery. 
The exhibitions run through 

March 23. The Branigan Cul-
tural Center is located at 501 
N. Main St. and the Museum 
of Art is located at 491 N. 
Main St. They are open from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday, and from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
There is no admission charge. 
For additional information, 
visit the website at lascruces.
gov/museums or call 575-
541-2154.

• Agave Artists Gallery 
features its newest member, 
Cate Thomassen. She initial-
ly worked with mixed media 
- found object sculpture and 
painting. She has combined 
her two loves, painting and 
sculpting with mosaics. The 
gallery is open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Friday to Monday and until 8 
p.m. on the second Saturday 
of each month at 2250 Calle 
de San Albino. Info: 575-339-
9870. 

• The Mesilla Valley Fine 
Arts Gallery, 2470-A Calle 

de Guadalupe, across from 
the historic Fountain Theatre 
features two local artists for 
the month of March: Frank 
Rimbach and Naida Zucker. 
Rimbach’s work is primarily 
in landscapes, bookcase se-
ries and modern abstracts.  He 
is currently exploring land-
scapes, capturing the rugged 
beauty of surrounding Las 
Cruces. Zucker, a mixed me-
dia artist, combines gelatin 
monoprinting (hectography) 
with digital photography.  
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily. Info: 575-
522-2933, mesillavalleyfine- 
arts.com.

• Las Cruces Arts Fair 
2024 features booths and ex-
hibits and takes place 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Saturday, March 23 
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 
March 24 at the Las Cruces 
Convention Center, 680 E. 
University Ave. Info: 575-
523-6403.

Karen Ziebert encaustic art at the Tombaugh Gallery 
in Las Cruces. (Courtesy photo)

52 years  
in Business as 
of Feb. 7, 2024

50+ 
Years in  

Business!

Open Mon. - Sat.  
9am - noon and 1:30 -4pm

(closed for lunch 12 noon - 1:30)

1117 S. White Sands Blvd., 
Alamogordo (next to Applebees) 

575•437•9828 

We Buy & Sell Gold, Silver, old JeWelry, Scrap, and Bullion
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‘It’s Pretty Lively’
Illusion band: local, fun and family

MUSIC SCENE

By Elva K. Österreich

It was 2001, Rick and 
Monica Garcia were 
newly married and ready 

to start their lives together. 

Both had been married before 
and they were ready for a new 
journey. 

“When we got married 
Rick said, ‘Do you want a 
band?’” Monica said. “So, we 

made a band and we are hop-
ing to not stop. I hope I have 
another 30 years.”

Now, what started out as 
a family band, The Illusion 
Band is still playing the mu-

sic they love, and it is still go-
ing strong more than 20 years 
later.

“What you see now is a 
group of very talented mu-
sicians bringing their all to 

the stage and the practice 
room, every time working as 
a team,” Monica said. “The 
group strives to bring Tejano 
music to our corner of New 
Mexico and beyond.”

Both Rick and Monica 
grew up with music around 
them. 

Rick’s family were all 
musicians. Born and raised 
in Hurley, he said there was 

Visit Historic Downtown Silver City!
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(575) 534-9927
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THREE WISE WOMEN LLC
Enterprise Creations by Women

304 N. Bullard  St. , Silver City, NM
(575) 956-6827

threewisewomen51@gmail.com

Marti & Sam Lew - Owners
Open Thurs. - Sun. 11-5
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505A N. Bullard • Silver City

silvercitymystic



DESERT EXPOSURE MARCH 2024 • 15

always music in his parents’ 
home and his grandparents’ 
house as well.

“My mom loved to sing,” 
he said. “I have been playing 
bass guitar since 1974.”

The couple’s son, Ricardo, 
grew up as part of the Illusion 
Band scene. As a baby he 
slept on a blanket behind the 
speaker. He had a plastic sax-
ophone he would pretend to 
play on stage when the band 
was  performing, then a toy 
guitar. Now Ricardo is be-

hind a very real drum set and 
enjoying himself immensely.

“Our whole house is noth-
ing but music equipment,” 
Rick said. “Ricardo just grew 
up in it. It’s in his blood.”

In addition to Ricardo on 
the drums, the band includes 
Monica on the flute and as 
lead vocalist; Rick on bass 
guitar and vocals; Andy 
Flores, tenor and alto saxo-
phone/vocals; Navor Madrid 
on the keyboards; Kenny 
Salazar, alto saxophone/vo-

cals; and Ian Valenzuela, lead 
guitar.

Rick said when on stage, 
they are fully engaged and 

there is nothing else to think 
about or worry about.

“You are just right there,” 
he said. “There is nothing 
else around us. I tell my son 
‘It’s our time,’ and we just do 
it.”

Monica says when she 
sings, she is in a whole other 
world. She can’t imagine life 
without it.

“I close my eyes,” she said. 
“I love it, I love it. To be on 
stage in front of all the people 
and you feel the energy and 

you just feed off of them. It’s 
amazing – it’s an indescrib-
able emotion.” 

She describes the drive 
behind the band as “just a 
natural feeling. My son has a 
drive that is amazing.”

In March, 14-18, Illusion 
Band is heading to San An-
tonio, Texas, to take part in a 
three-day event, the 2024 Te-
jano Music Awards Fan Fair, Rick and Monica Garcia (Photo by Elva K. Österreich)

LIVELY 

continued on page 19
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and thousands of books in diverse genres

Serving you since 2016

Thank you for keeping our community vibrant!
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• Fabrics  
• Notions   
• Vintage 
Patterns 

• Hadicrafed 
Items 
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IF YOU GO: Open Space Brewing
Hours: 4-8 p.m. Thursday and Friday and noon-8 p.m. Sunday

Location: 11998 U.S. Highway 180, Santa Clara, NM  
(in Grant County) behind the Santa Clara Armory

Information: openspacebrewing.com

Alexa Tubbs and Matt 
Leef met while hiking the 
Continental Divide Trail in 

2019. Then, within 24 hours, they 
bonded over bright green cans of 
brown ale featuring a Moose on 
the can – Moose Drool beer.

And there it was, the dreams 
came together and the focus be-
gan. Their venture turned into the 
Open Space Brewery, a place on 
the edge of a trail system where 
both their passions meet.

Officially starting with a soft 
opening on Oct. 28, 2023, the 
brewery welcomes camaraderie, 
music lovers, beer aficionados 
and dogs.

“It’s overwhelming in the best 
way,” Alexa said. “It’s a privilege to 
finally be focusing on what we are 
excited about – beer, trails and 
getting to meet people around 
here. It’s exhausting but it’s so 
rewarding and it’s so like a life ful-
filled. I get to talk about trails and 
Matt gets to talk about beer.”

After signing the lease in Jan-
uary 2023 and jumping through 
licensing hoops for almost a year, 

the business has been brewing 
for more than a year now. 

“For most of year we did pilot 
batches,” Alexa said. “When the li-
cense came through in July, I quit 
my job. Matt was still working part 
time but then we said we have to 
put our all into this.”

After that it was 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week to get to the 
Halloween themed opening. Now, 
Alexa said, the brewery can have 
their annual anniversary party on 
Halloween every year.

“So now its like the funnest 
thing ever,” she said. “We dressed 
as characters from pulp fiction, so 
maybe we are doing John Travolta 
themes forever.

For Matt, the brewing bug 
started in 2010, when he got a 
basic home brew kit as a gift from 
his parents.

“The words my dad told me 
were ‘okay here is a hobby, don’t 
make it anything more than a hob-
by,’” Matt said. “And of course, I 
was very good at listening to my 
father, so I turned it into a whole 
career.”

Beer, trails, people and Bobber’s Schlobbers

Open Space
Story & photos by Elva K. Österreich

LIVE MUSIC IN MARCH
Jonathan Contreras at 6 p.m.  Friday, March 8 – A singer-songwriter, musician and actor from El 

Paso. Contraras is influenced by the music and writing of Tom Waits, David Bowie and Kate Bush. 
He is a musical chameleon jumping from Americana to Rock, to Country to Cabaret with abandon.

Forrest McCurren and Margaret McCurren at 6 p.m., March 14 – McCurren comes from the 
heart of the heartland, where the foothills of the Ozarks meet the Big Muddy: The Middle-of-Mis-
souri. Blazing his own trail while stylistically tipping his hat to the songwriting giants of the past, 
McCurren wields the magic of lyricism to cast a light on the many intricacies of everyday life set 
against vignettes of Middle America.Matt Leef

Integrative Psychology

Embrace a healthier life!
Find healing and joy, growth and freedom 

 in this adventure called living.

Gayle Trenberth, Ph.D.

575-404-0630

Individuals •  Couples • Groups
Me d i c a r e Pr o v i d e r

DrGayleTrenberth.com

Acupunc tu re
Chinese Herbal Medicine

Oriental Bodywork and Cupping

Michael Schor, D.O.M.
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

(575)999-1484
300 W. Yankie St., 

Silver City, NM 

SilverCityAcupuncture.com

REDUCE and ELIMINATE PAIN
ENJOY MORE ENERGY

• Acupuncture with Massage
• Private Treatment
• Community/Group-Style Acupuncture

575-956-6813 • drcat@zianet.com 
 FeelGoodAgainHealthCare.com

Provider for BCBS, TriWest CCN, Presbyterian,  
UHC & Others  Se Habla Español

Caterina Di Palma
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the business has been brewing 
for more than a year now. 

“For most of year we did pilot 
batches,” Alexa said. “When the li-
cense came through in July, I quit 
my job. Matt was still working part 
time but then we said we have to 
put our all into this.”

After that it was 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week to get to the 
Halloween themed opening. Now, 
Alexa said, the brewery can have 
their annual anniversary party on 
Halloween every year.

“So now its like the funnest 
thing ever,” she said. “We dressed 
as characters from pulp fiction, so 
maybe we are doing John Travolta 
themes forever.

For Matt, the brewing bug 
started in 2010, when he got a 
basic home brew kit as a gift from 
his parents.

“The words my dad told me 
were ‘okay here is a hobby, don’t 
make it anything more than a hob-
by,’” Matt said. “And of course, I 
was very good at listening to my 
father, so I turned it into a whole 
career.”

Matt fell deeper and deeper 
into the beer brewing hobby, 
becoming involved in the San 
Diego brew club, the Quality Ale 
and Fermentation Fraternity, 
(QUAFF). Now, at Open Space, he 
is working toward building a local 
beer club.

Matt’s love for the beer brewing 
business comes down to science 
involved.

“It comes down to all the 
different components that go into 
making beer,” he said. “You are 
not just a chemist; you are not 
just a biologist. You are a physi-
cist, you are a biochemist, you are 
an artist. It’s a balancing act.”

Matt’s voice gets faster and 
faster, his eyes glow, his arms 
wave about …

“For me it was always about 
the mash – how many amazing 
enzymes there are in the grain 
already and when you add the hot 
water and all of those enzymes 
release and act upon all of the 
carbohydrates that are in the mix. 
All the chemistry in the mash and 
all the biochemistry is absolutely 

fascinating and then down the 
line when you have a beer, you 
are counting on a good saccha-
romyces, that’s the type of yeast 
that I use and we all (brewers) 
use.”

But then again, a brewer also 
must be an engineer and a 
plumber to plan, organize and 
figure out how the equipment will 
fit together.

“You have to know all the 
trades to be able to be a brewer,” 
Matt said. “There is just so much 
that goes into making beer and so 
much understanding of the way 
the world works.”

Matt’s enthusiasm and love 
of the craft has rubbed off on 
Alexa in a big way. She said she is 
excited about starting a craft beer 
club. Participants wouldn’t have 
to be brewers, anyone who is in-
terested in learning about beer 
craft would be 
welcome.

“He always taught me how 
craft beer is made and he’s such 
a great teacher,” she said.  “He 
teaches you a greater apprecia-
tion for the product that you are 
drinking.”

One of the things Alexa has 
learned is a deep appreciation 
of how things work in the beer 
world. For example, she describes 
the scent of the hops, “I get a log 
of like green pine and citrus and 
floral.”

“But that’s half the fun of craft 
beer,” she said. “No one wrong. 
It’s a beautiful experience. It’s like 
talking about art. The experience 
is your own and what you bring to 
the table is your own.”

Alexa can talk about the beers 
on the Open Space menu in detail 
and with enthusiasm. The La 
Chancla Porter, for example, was 

brewed in collaboration with folks 
putting on the Tamal Fiesta. NM-
15 Hazy IPA is the house flagship 
which will “slightly evolve” with 
every batch and is named after 
one of their favorite scenic high-
ways. The Waterworks is made 
with fresh local hops from the 
Waterworks Restoration Site in 
Silver City. Garden Day is brewed 
with local Clary Sage, a light floral 
ale.

Also on the menu are some 
non-alcoholic choices Matt and 
Alexa have created, Pomegranate 
Bubbles seltzer and The Lonely 
Boot root beer. 

And of course, at the 
end of the bar 
counter is a jar 
of home-
made dog 

treats, created from spent grain. 
Bobber’s Schlobbers, named after 
their dog, Bobby, and a combo of 
slobber and the German schlab-
bern, which is “to slurp.”

In keeping with the outdoorsy 
theme of Open Space, are sout-
doorsy activities, including live 
music. 

“Each of those things brings 
people together,” Matt said. 
“Trails and the outdoors and beer 
bring people together. This is a 
common space to enjoy a chit 
chat and just to sit and talk. There 
is a very intentional reason we 
don’t have a TV in this space, we 
don’t want people to be distracted 

by a TV and we want 
them to have 

conver-
sations 
with their 
neigh-
bors.”

LIVE MUSIC IN MARCH
Jonathan Contreras at 6 p.m.  Friday, March 8 – A singer-songwriter, musician and actor from El 

Paso. Contraras is influenced by the music and writing of Tom Waits, David Bowie and Kate Bush. 
He is a musical chameleon jumping from Americana to Rock, to Country to Cabaret with abandon.

Forrest McCurren and Margaret McCurren at 6 p.m., March 14 – McCurren comes from the 
heart of the heartland, where the foothills of the Ozarks meet the Big Muddy: The Middle-of-Mis-
souri. Blazing his own trail while stylistically tipping his hat to the songwriting giants of the past, 
McCurren wields the magic of lyricism to cast a light on the many intricacies of everyday life set 
against vignettes of Middle America. Alexa Tubbs

OterO ArtspAce
“Chasing the Light”

Janet Amtmann & Lyn Canham 
Plein Aire Pastels

Opening March 1, 5-7 pm continues through March.  
Gallery Open Thursday thru Sunday 1-4

1118 Indiana Avenue, Alamogordo
oteroarts.org

Certified 
Coach
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Scott  
Plate

nativeheartseed.com

 575-284-6662
scott@nativeheartseed.com

Silver City, NM
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Saturday 10 - 3  

thisandthatsilvercity.com

313 13th Street, Suite B
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or by 13th St. 

ANY PURCHASE
10% OFF

with this ad



18 • MARCH 2024 www.desertexposure.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

"My feet feel like they're on fire." "Each
step feels like I'm walking through wet
paint." "I live in constant fear that I'll fall."
"I can't sleep, my hands and feet tingle all
night."

What do all of these people have in common?
They suffer from peripheral neuropathy. It is
estimated that more than 20 million people in
the United States have peripheral neuropathy.
Unfortunately this figure may be significantly
higher as the disease is often mis-diagnosed
because of its wide array of symptoms.

Dr. Janet Quintanilla of Sonoma Acupuncture
Integrative Health in Las Cruces shares this
belief. "I've been treating neuro-pathy, in all its
various forms, for over a decade and so often
my patients come to me because of the
symptoms, not because of a diagnosis. They
saw one of my television specials, or read the
testimonial of another patient and say to
themselves 'hey, I feel the same thing'."

Frankie M. of Mesilla testified to this. "I
remember my husband driving me to my
consultation and I saw a woman running just
outside our neighborhood. I was so envious - I
just kept thinking 'I would give anything just to
walk again'. My primary care doctor told me
my troubles with pain and balance were just
symptoms of old age and gave me a
prescription. I was so depressed."

Fortunately Frankie would eventually see Dr.
Quintanilla on the local news talking about
similar symptoms and how she offers a real
solution at Sonoma Acupuncture. "I just knew I
had to see her. She was my last hope."

"Almost all of our patients come to us with a
story similar to Frankie's. They've been told
there's no hope. They've been told 'it's just part
of getting older'." shares Heather, a Patient
Care Technician at Sonoma. "It just breaks my
heart but I know how much we can help people
like Frankie so I'm always so happy when they
walk through our door."

 

Those diagnosed with peripheral neuropathy
often face a very grim reality; Western
medicine declares that there is no solution
while most alternative therapies carry large
price tags and offer little to no resolve. Which
is why Dr. Quintanilla and the staff at Sonoma
Acupuncture pride themselves on being 'the
last resort with the best results'.

Peripheral neuropathy is a result of damage to
the nerves and this damage is commonly
caused by lack of blood flow in the hands and
feet. Lacking nutrients; the nerves then begin to
degenerate and die which causes pain ranging
from discomfort to debilitating. Because
neuropathy is a degenerative condition, once
those nerves begin to  deteriorate they will
continue to do so until they are completely
expired, leaving those suffering with crippling
balance issues. "In this case, the absence of
pain is not necessarily a good thing," shares Dr.
Quintanilla. "This usually indicated that your
nerves are hanging on by a fragile thread."

So how exactly is Dr. Quintanilla able to
reverse the effects of this degenerative disease?
"Acupuncture has been used to increase blood
flow for thousands of years which helps to get
the necessary nutrients to the affected nerves.
But the real magic happens when I integrate
ATP Resonance BioTherapy. This is tech that
was originally developed by NASA to expedite
recovering and healing."

"I just can't say enough about Sonoma
Acupuncture," Frankie just shared through
tears of joy. "My husband and I moved here
3 years ago and he's gone out for a walk
almost every day. I always stayed home
because of the pain and discomfort.
Yesterday I walked with him! And next
week we're starting dancing lessons! I am
truly living life these days."

According to Frankie's test results, she has seen
a 74% improvement in pain and functionality,
which is on par with a majority of our
patients," shares Heather.

"But more important than those test results is
the joy she's expressed being there and hearing
about all the amazing things she's able to do so
because she feels great!"

By seamlessly blending the ancient science of
acupuncture with modern medical solutions Dr.
Quintanilla has achieved a 90% success rate in
reversing the effects of neuropathy. She starts
each patient with an initial consultation during
which a sensory exam is performed.
 
"This not only aids in making a proper
diagnosis but it helps to define just how much
nerve damage has occurred" tells the doctor.
"This is important because if a patient has
suffered more that 95% damage, there is little
that I can do to help them. I'm familiar with the
medical miracle but I know my limits as a
practitioner and the limits of my medicine."

When it comes to treating peripheral
neuropathy, regardless of its origin, early
detection greatly improves your chances of a
full recovery.

If you or someone you love is suffering with
chronic pain that presents as burning, tingling,
or 'pins and needles' or you've recently been
diagnosed with peripheral neuropathy, it's
important to know that there are options. There
is hope.

Call (575)618-6900 to schedule an initial
consultation or visit sonoma-acupuncture.com
to read more incredible success stories.

P e r i p h e r a l  N e u r o p a t h y  B r e a k t h r o u g h !
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LIVELY

continued from page 15

Illusion Band founders Rick and Monica Garcia on 
stage with a young Ricardo in the background on his 
toy guitar. (Courtesy photos)

Rick Garcia grew up with music in his ears, top, with 
his parents taking to the stage. Monica too grew up 
with the music, seen here with her grandfather.

where they have been invited 
to participate. This is their 
third year with an invitation. 
The group will be perform-
ing twice, once on Friday and 
once on Sunday, Monica said. 
They have been fundraising 
for the trip.

“Last year did a lot of fund-
raising too,” she said. “The 
community came together 
and helped us.”

But Illusion Band doesn’t 
only hit the big festivals. 
They are truly a community 
group, performing at local 
weddings, birthday parties 
and reunions, sometimes do-
nating their time and talents 
to various causes throughout 
the county.  Some of the big-
ger venues they have played 
include local fiestas, Carnitas, 
Musica y Mas, the Lordsburg 
Tejano Fiesta and Fiesta De 

Las Flores. This year, they 
have been invited to the Sil-
ver City Blues Festival and 
are preparing a blues set, 
Monica said.

“We don’t do it only just 
to make money,” Rick said. 
“Sometimes you get paid a 
good amount and sometimes 
not.”

Monica said she has been 
singing since she was around 
12.

“When I was little, I want-
ed to make myself sound like 
Elvis Presley,” she said. “It 
was my dad’s favorite favor-
ite. I would lie on the floor 
and listen – put my ear on the 
speaker and make my voice 
go as low as it could.”

She had a choir teach-
er who pushed her when he 
found out she could sing.

“The very first time he 
made me do a solo, I was in 
middle school,” Monica said. 
“He made me go out and 
stand up there and I did it and 

I got a standing ovation, and 
I started bawling and I ran 
inside. It was ‘You Light Up 
My Life.’”

After that she was ap-
proached to sing at church 
and she did that weekly 
through her 30s and still does 
weddings, rosaries and funer-
als on occasion.

So the Illusion Band 
dances on with its cumbias, 
rancheras and classic pop 

pieces. Rick loves to sing the 
cumbias, the upbeat dancing, 
the Latin beat. Monica loves 
the salsa, the movement, the 
interaction.

“But we do a lot of things,” 
Rick said. “We have a lot of 
fun. It’s not about ego or any-
thing like that. 

“My favorite part is, I walk 
through the crowd,” Mon-
ica said. “I want to sing to 
people. Now that’s kind of 

my signature. I feel like I’m 
talking to you.”

For more information call 

575-313-4356 or 575-538-
1611 or email at illusion-
band2001@yahoo.com.
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RaisingDad
Red cheese enchiladas

and, I’m begging you, no salad

By Jim and Henry Duchene

It’s funny about the restaurant I 
used to buy my mother’s gourmet 
enchiladas from.

What am I talking about?
I’m talking about back when my 

beloved mother was still alive, I’d 
go over every Saturday morning 
for breakfast. When my schedule 
at work changed, so did the time 
I’d go over and visit. Breakfast 
became lunch, and the routine 
changed from her feeding me, to 
me feeding her. I always asked in 
advance what she would like, but 
her order never changed. It was al-
ways red cheese enchiladas, extra 
onions, and no salad.

“What about your father?” you 
might ask.

 You sure do ask a lot of ques-
tions, my friend.

Well, my father preferred home-
cooked meals, so my mother would 
grudgingly fix him something else 
to eat. I’m sure he would have pre-
ferred the enchiladas I was bring-
ing over, but to him it was a matter 
of pride.

The reason I tell you all this is 
because I was thinking about the 
lady who, week after week, would 

take my order. She was an older 
lady with a bad case of arthritis in 
one hand. Why she was working 
as the cashier, I don’t know. I al-
ways thought she might have been 
the owner of the restaurant, but she 
could have been a former waitress 
whose waitressing days were long 
behind her.

“Welcome to Las Fuentes,” she 
would greet me. “You can seat 
yourself.”

I was only there every Saturday 
and she would act as if she had 
never seen me before in her life.

“Maybe she’s one of your old 
high school girlfriends,” my older 
and less attractive brother suggest-
ed. “Assuming you had any.”

Believe me, if she had been one 
of my girlfriends she would have 
given me my food for free.

There was a separate To Go sec-
tion at the restaurant’s cashier’s 
station, and that’s where I would 
stand, just under their “Order 
Here” sign. Why she would always 
assume I wanted a sit-down meal, I 
don’t know.

“I’m ordering out,” I would po-
litely tell her.

If there was a to-go order there 
ready to be picked up, she’d ask 
me, “is this yours?”

“No,” I would tell her.
“Are you sure?” she would re-

spond.

Of course, I was sure.
You see, I never ever called in 

and only ordered the red cheese 
enchilada plate with extra onions 
every time I went there. Remem-
ber how I just wrote “with extra 
onions”?

“Did you want onions with 
that?” she’d always want to know.

“Extra onions,” I’d repeat.
My mother didn’t care for their 

salad, so I’d also tell the lady, “No 
salad, please.”

 “No salad?” she’d say, like not 
wanting shredded lettuce with your 
meal was beyond her comprehen-
sion.

“That’s right.”

To read the full column you’ve 
grown to love, visit us online at 
desertexposure.com.

____________________________

Everyday Observations
The meaning of keeping 

things from the past

ByAbe Villarreal

Whenever you think of your 
grandparents, you think of the 
things they had but are now long 
gone. Things that you wish you 
still had but for some reason don’t. 
Only grandparents have those 
kinds of things. We’ll all be grand-

parents soon enough.
Like those treasure chests at the 

end of beds or in closets. They 
looked like something too fancy 
for your household, and you won-
dered how they were passed down 
through the ages. They surely must 
have been handed down from aris-
tocrats or royal families. The peo-
ple you wish to claim as far away 
ancestors.

My grandparents liked to keep 
things, just to keep them. That’s 
what you do when you grew up in 
the great depression. The old jack-
et from high school. The wedding 
dress you can’t fit into anymore. 
The lucky hat, the noisy washing 
machine, the big box TV. The kinds 
of things that we switch out regu-
larly because we can. Those things 
they kept.

Not only did they keep them, 
they worked, and they looked new 
despite their age. We don’t keep 
things anymore. We throw things 
away. “It’s time for a new one,” we 
tell ourselves. “Let’s get rid of that 
old thing.”

Maybe it’s a statement of our so-
ciety, our culture. Out with the old 
and in with the new. It looks like 
progress when everything you own 
is shiny and bright. “This doesn’t 
feel new,” we think. “Why keep 
it?” Our grandparents saw the val-
ue in old things. The fact that those 

things were old made them even 
more valuable.

Little things, too. Like the man-
ual for the old film camera, still in 
its bag. The can crusher bolted on 
the garage wall. There are newer, 
faster models, you tell him. “This 
one still works,” grandpa says. 
The rake that has most of its tines 
missing, but it has done the job for 
a long time and it has a few more 
yards to clean.

Grandparents like to keep trin-
kets, too. Funky-looking salt and 
pepper shakers. Figurines that have 
lost a lot of their original hues. 
They know that if they keep these 
insignificant things, they will hold 
on to something with much more 
significance.

Memories. Relationships. Good 
moments. Band ones, too. Keeping 
a hold of something that doesn’t 
work for today keeps yesterday 
alive. Grandmothers know this.

I’m one of those who don’t keep 
anything, but I appreciate those 
who do. Everything we have is in 
“the cloud.” It’s somewhere but not 
anywhere. You can access it, but 
it’s not in your face. Others can’t 
see it and stumble upon it.

To read the full column you’ve 
grown to love, visit us online at 
desertexposure.com.

____________________________

EDITORIAL
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Kirk Matthews
March 15

EVENTS

What’s Happening
Events you won’t want to miss in March

Stories From 
Home

March 1

FRIDAY, March 1
Grant County
10th Natural History of the 
Gila Symposium
All Day at the WNMU Global 
Resource Center 
wnmu.edu/gilasymposium

Hieronymus Bogs
Orchestral Folk/ 
Performance Art
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com
Otero County

Launch Pad Lecture
9 a.m. at the New Mexico 
Museum of Space History, 
3198 State Route 2001, 
Alamogordo
nmspacemuseum.org

Live Music: Gunhild 
Carling
Swedish musical 
sensation
7 p.m. at the Flickinger  
Center of Performing Arts, 
1110 N. New York Ave., 
Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Socorro County
Stories from Home
Vibrant series of  
dances-Latine heritage 
stories
7:30 p.m. at New Mexico 
Tech’s Macey Center, 
Socorro
nmt.edu/pas

Doña Ana County
“Alice in Wonderland”
With a Children’s Theatre 
of the Mesilla Valley
6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. at the 
Rio Grande Theatre, 211 N. 

Main St. Las Cruces
riograndetheatre.org

Film: “All of Us Strangers” 
Romance/Drama
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

Play: “Home”
8 p.m. at the Black Box  
Theatre, 430 N. Main St., 
Las Cruces
no-strings.org

SATURDAY, March 2
Grant County
Fiddling Friends
Live Music
Noon, Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Live Music: Lottie & the 
Ohm Wreckers
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Coffee and Chat at Oliver 
Lee State Park
9-10:30 a.m. at Oliver Lee 
Memorial State Park visitor 
center, 409 Dog Canyon 
Road
575-437-8284

Guided Hike: Lawson 
Springs Trail
10-11:30 a.m. meet at Oliver 
Lee Memorial State Park  
visitor center, 409 Dog 
Canyon Road
575-437-8284
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Luna County
Saturday morning 
breakfast
8-10 a.m. at the Deming American 
Legion Bataan Post 4, 619 W. 
Spruce St., Deming
575-546-8385

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market of Las 
Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces Downtown,  
Las Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Dr. Seuss Day
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Museum of 
Nature & Science, 411 N. Main St, 
Las Cruces
575-532-3372
Storytellers of Las Cruces
10:30 a.m., COAS  
Downtown, 317 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces

575-524-8471

Storytellers of Las Cruces
10:30 a.m., COAS on Solano, 1101 
S. Solano Drive, Las Cruces
575-524-8471

“Alice in Wonderland”
With a Children’s Theatre of the 
Mesilla Valley
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. at the Rio 
Grande Theatre, 211 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces
riograndetheatre.org

Film: “All of Us Strangers” 
Romance/Drama
2 p.m. and 7:30 at the  
Fountain Theatre, 2469  
Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla 
mesillavalleyfilm.org
Play: “Home”
8 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces
no-strings.org

SUNDAY, March 3
Grant County
Live Music: Pint & Half
Folk, blues and country
1-4 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. Bullard 
St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Doña Ana County
Film: “Amélie” 
Romance/Comedy
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

MONDAY, March 4
Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United Methodist 
Church, 314 W. College St. Silver 
City, Use the side entrance
575-956-7186

Future Engineers
LEGO play for ages 6-12

4 p.m. Silver City Public Library, 515 
W. College Ave., Silver City
575-538-3672

Doña Ana County
Film: “Amélie” 
Romance/Comedy
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

TUESDAY, March 5
Grant County
Live music: Moanin’ Frogs 
saxophone sextet
President’s Chamber Music 
Series
7 p.m. at Light Hall Theater, 
Western New Mexico University 
wnmu.edu/culture

Doña Ana County
Film: “Amélie” 
Romance/Comedy
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain Theatre, 
2469 Calle de Guadalupe, Mesilla. 

mesillavalleyfilm.org

WEDNESDAY, March 6
Grant County
Songwriter Series with Jack 
Lorang/Nate Porter
Folk/Americana
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek Zócalo, 
11786 U.S. Highway 180 E. Arenas 
Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market of Las 
Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces Downtown, Las Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Author talk: Zita Arocho
“Guajira, the Cuba Girl”
1:30-3 p.m. at the Branigan 

EVENTS 
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575-388-1008
gcag.org

Exhibit ions
Workshops, Events

 

Thurs. -  Sat.  11-5,  Sun. 10 -  2
 and by appointment

520-240-7075 
l ightartspace.comlightartspace.com
209 W. Broadway

Open: Wed, Thurs, and Sat  
11 - 3
315 N Bullard St
575-388-5725

Studio & Gallery

Diana Ingalls Leyba

First Friday Art Walk  
March 1, 5 - 7pm | silvercityart.com ARTART

wildwestweaving.com

 (575) 313-1032 
211-D N. Texas St. 

Silver City, NM

 Open: Wed.-Sat. 10-5

CHOLLA CHOLLA
Studio and Gallery
Custom Juniper and Cholla

Art & Furniture
707 N. Bullard St.

Fri.-Sat. 10-4 & Appt.
602-515-7810

desertrockcreations.com

519 N. Bullard
Silver City, NM
575-342-1552

Handcrafted Bath 
& Body Products
& Custom Leather

KneelingNunSoapworks@gmail.com
Kneeling NunSoapworks.com

@KneelingNunSoapworks
#KneelingNunMercantile

Kneeling Nun 
Mercantile
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Memorial Library  
Roadrunner Room,  
Las Cruces
575-649-8786

Film: “All of Us Strangers” 
Romance/Drama
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

THURSDAY, March 7
Grant County
Family Movie: “Luca”
1 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Doña Ana County
Live music: “A Thousand 
Thanks”
With Grazie Mille
Classical art songs and 
arias from Italy
7 p.m. at Good Samaritan 

Society, Las Cruces Village, 
3011 Buna Vida Circle, Las 
Cruces. 
espmesilla@gmail.com

Film: “All of Us Strangers” 
Romance/Drama
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

FRIDAY, March 8
Grant County
Live music: Jonathan 

Contreras
Singer-songwriter,  
musician and actor
6 p.m. at Open Space  
Brewing, 11000 U.S.  
Highway 180, Santa Clara
openspacebrewing.com

Live Music: Barefoot 
Bumbleeebees & Flicker
Alternative folk
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Luna County
State Park Astronomy 
Program
Sunset, 7:30 p.m. at 
Rockhound State Park

575-546-6182

Doña Ana County
“Songs in Cello and Cajon” 
Emma Alvarez de la Rosa, 
cellist an William Reeves, 
percussionist
7 p.m. at Nopalito’s  
Galeria, 326 S. Mesquite, 
Las Cruces
860-604-2918

Film: “Origin” 
Runs through March 14
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

Play: “Home”
8 p.m. at the Black Box 

Theatre, 430 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces
no-strings.org

SATURDAY, March 9
Grant County
Future Engineers
LEGO play for ages 6-12
1 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672
Brea Burns & the Bolaros/
Katie May
Honky Tonk/Country
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

State Park Astronomy 

EVENTS
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As always Happy Planting!

& Feed!
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 5:00

Sat. 9 to4
NOW IN STOCK

Great selection of organic
Non-GMO seeds

Find us online —
view products  

and 
 place orders

•	 Wind	&	Rain	
feed	tubs

•	 Wind	&	Rain	
loose	minerals

•	 Purina	30-13	
feed	tub

•	 Free	Balance	
12-12-12	loose	
horse	mineral

New items
have arived!

Stress-Free Solitude
Overlooking the Gila Wilderness

casitasdegila.com · 575-535-4455

5 Private Casitas on
265 acres near Silver City

Year-round Bear Creek
Wildlife · Birds · Dark Skies

7 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens · Porches · Wifi
Continental Breakfast

OUTDOOR BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MIKES BLINDS
SALES - REPAIR - INSTALL

(575) 202-0597
Miranda Solis

miranda.blindsales@gmail.com
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Program
Sunset, 7:20 p.m. at City of 
Rocks State Park
575-546-6182

Live Music: Baracutanga
South American ancestral 
traditions
9 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Guided Hike: Lawson 
Springs Trail
10-11:30 a.m. meet at Oliver 
Lee Memorial State Park  
visitor center, 409 Dog 
Canyon Road
575-437-8284

Star Party
7-9 p.m. meet at Oliver Lee 
Memorial State Park group 
shelter, 409 Dog Canyon 
Road
575-437-8284

Country Music’s  
“Ricochet”
Presented by Thrive
7 p.m. at the Flickinger  
Center of Performing Arts, 
1110 N. New York Ave., 
Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Lincoln County
Live music: “Satisfaction” 
Rolling Stones Tribute
7 p.m. at the Spencer 
Theater for the Performing 
Arts, 108 Spencer Road, 
Alto
spencertheater.com

Sierra County
Second Saturday Art Hop
6 p.m. Downtown Truth or 
Consequences
director@torcmainstreet.
org

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 

Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Storytellers of Las Cruces
10:30 a.m., COAS 
Downtown, 317 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces
575-524-8471

Play: “Home”
8 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces
no-strings.org

SUNDAY, March 10
Doña Ana County
Intro to Plein Air Painting
2-4 p.m. at the Good  
Samaritan Society, 3011 
Buena Vida Circle, Las 

Cruces
nmwatercolorsociety.org

Play: “Home”
2:30 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces
no-strings.org

Film: “Code: Debugging 
the Gender Gap” 
Science on Screen
6:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

MONDAY, March 11
Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College St. Silver City, Use 

the side entrance
575-956-7186

WEDNESDAY, March 13
Grant County
Farmers Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 at 
the corner of Clark Road, in 
Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Otero County
Dinosaur World Live
6 p.m. at the Flickinger 
Center of Performing Arts, 
1110 N. New York Ave., 
Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 

of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Landscaping Your 
Backyard
With Leslie Bezner
7 p.m. hybrid in-person 
an Zoom, NMSU Biology 
Annex, 3080 Williams Ave. 
Room 101, Las Cruces
lc@npsnm.org

Otero County

Preschool Story Time
10:30 a.m. at the 
Alamogordo Public Library, 
920 Oregon Ave. 
Alamogordo
575-439-4140

THURSDAY, March 14
Grant County
Game Day
4 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

EVENTS 

continued on page 26

Public Land Boundary! End of the road with fabulous views! 10 acres with 30X30 
Garage/Shop as well as small HayBarn/Tack Barn and fenced for animals. Just 30 minutes from 
Silver City, NM. Enjoy the covered deck with endless views of the Gila National Forest. Hike, 
bike, ride your horse right into the Forest! Add your own touches and create a wonderful, 
peaceful home. FYI - for some reason Zillow shows this property in the wrong location and I 
can't get it corrected! Please know this property is located 30 minutes SW of Silver City in the 
Burro Mountains o� of Hwy 180 W, Mangus Valley Road and Red Rock Road. 
MLS#40042. $265,000

Views, views and more views! This custom built Clayton Modular home is a split level, 2 
story home with 6 bedrooms, 3 baths. Upstairs is the primary bedroom with 2 walk-in closets, 
large bath and a sliding glass door that leads out onto the wrap-around deck. Enjoy the large 
living room w/�replace that �ows into the open kitchen with an island, walk-in pantry, 
breakfast bar, breakfast nook and a formal dining room. The downstairs has 2 bedrooms, 1 full 
bath, another full kitchen, dining room, living room, hobby/o�ce, laundry room and a storage 
room with a built-in safe. The top of the home is a triple wide modular with the bottom being 
an exact replica of the top �oor. This home has 2X6 exterior walls and the bottom is built of ICF 
blocks. The home also has Solar panels that leaves you with a $7.85 electrical bill every month! 
Make an appointment today! MLS#40002. $725,000

Main O�ce: 120 E. 11th St., Silver City NM • Toll Free (866) 538-0404 • O�ce (575) 538-0404
www.bettersilvercity.com | karen@bettersilvercity.com

Mimbres O�ce: 2991 Highway 35, Mimbres NM • Toll Free (866) 538-0404 • O�ce (575) 574-8798
www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com | robin@bettersilvercity.com

• DAN COOK, QUALIFYING BROKER •
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Live music: Forrest McCurren 
and Margaret McCurren
Songs for good people who got 
bad grades
6 p.m. at Open Space 
Brewing, 11000 U.S. 
Highway 180, Santa Clara
openspacebrewing.com

Doña Ana County
Play: “Home”
7 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces
no-strings.org

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3:30 p.m. at the New Mexico Old 
Time Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm 
St. in 
T or C
575-313-9971 or 
505-804-3842

Doña Ana County
Finance Authority 
Workshop
10 a.m.-noon at Ls Cruces Council 
Chambers, 700 N. Main St., Las 
Cruces
575-541-2150

FRIDAY,  March 15
Grant County
Live: “Vanya & Sonia & Masha & 
Spike”
A Tony Winning Comedy
7 p.m. at El Sol Theatre, 406 
Bullard St., Silver City
silvercitycommunity 
theater.com

Three Acts in One Night
Ak’chamel; Casper Allern; Kirk 
Mathews
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 180 E. 
Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Doña Ana County
Film: “The Taste of Things” 
Runs through March 21

EVENTS
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Support Groups

MONDAY
Silver City/Grant County

New Hope Al-Anon Fam-
ily Group — noon at First 
United Methodist Church, 
314 W. College Ave. Silver 
City. Zoom ID: 389 907 
739, Password 658776. 
Info: nmal-anon.com.

TUESDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Co-Dependents Anon-
ymous (beginning Jan. 
9)— 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the 
Episcopal Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 615 N. 
Texas St.  Silver City. Info: 
CoDAsilvercity@gmail.
com

WEDNESDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Arenas Valley Al-Anon 
Family Group — 6-7 
p.m. at the Arenas Valley 
Church of Christ, 5 Race-
track Road, Arenas. Zoom 
ID: 781 471 031; password: 

954941; info: nmal-anon.
com

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Overeaters Anonymous, 
hybrid on Zoom at noon 
each Wednesday at St. 
James Episcopal Church, 
102 St. James St., Info: 610-
762-3779.

Meditation and Healing 
Service 6 p.m. each 
Wednesday at Unity of 
Las Cruces, 575 N. Main 
St. Through meditation, 
experience the presence 
of God. A new service with 
Rev. Jennifer Kleitz. Info: 
575-523-4847. 

THURSDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Adult Children of Alco-
holic and Dysfunctional 
Families meeting — 6:30-
7:30 p.m. at the United 
Methodist Church, 300 
W. College Ave, Silver City. 

Info: 575-567-9410.

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Grief Share Program, 2 
p.m. Thursdays at Sierra 
Vista Community Church, 
514 N. Telshor Blvd. Info: 
Robin Rice, 575-536-9535.

FRIDAY
Silver City/Grant County

Women Embracing Re-
covery Al-Anon Family 
Group — 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
First United Methodist 
Church, 314 College 
Ave. Silver City. Zoom ID: 
411 858 127; password: 
954941; info: nmal-anon.
com

SATURDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Overeaters Anonymous, 
hybrid on Zoom at 9:30 
a.m. each Saturday at 
Peace Lutheran Church, 
1701 Missouri Ave., Info: 
575-405-9128.

Epilepsy Support & 
Education Services, Inc. 
meetings. 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. second Saturday of 
every month at Thomas 
Branigan Memorial Library, 
200 E. Picacho Info: 575-
636-4500 or EpilepsyS-
upportNM.org. 

Breast Cancer Support 
Group, 9:15 a.m. on the 
fourth Saturday of the 
month, at Memorial Medi-
cal Center Annex meeting 
room (entrance on the 
west side of the hospital). 
Info: Maricela at 505-453-
1789. 

SUNDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Grief Share Program. 3 
p.m. Sundays at Morning 
Star Church, 2941 Morning 
Star. Program lasts for 13 
weeks. Contact: Cris Fer-
nandez, crisfern@me.com.

clearvuelc@hotmail.comclearvuelc@hotmail.com www.clearvue-lc.comwww.clearvue-lc.com
facebook.com/ClearVueLCfacebook.com/ClearVueLC

Our Services
• Residential Window 

Cleaning
• Commercial Window 

Cleaning
• Pressure Washing
• Solar Panel Cleaning
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Window Blind Cleaning
• Ceiling Fan Cleaning
• High Ledge & Viga 

Cleaning
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7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

Play: “Home”
8 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces
no-strings.org

SATURDAY, March 16
Grant County
Watch the Silver High 
Band
11 a.m. at Gough Park, Silver 
City
575-538-3672

Live: “Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike”
A Tony Winning Comedy
7 p.m. at El Sol Theatre, 406 
Bullard St., Silver City
silvercity 
community 
theater.com

Live Music: 
Rhythm Mystic
Variety music
8 p.m. at Little Toad 
Creek Brewery & 
Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Lincoln County
Dinosaur World 
Live 
4-6 p.m. at the 
Spencer Theater 
for the 
Performing Arts, 
108 Spencer Road, 
Alto
spencertheater.
com

Sierra County
Old Time Fiddlers 
Saturday Dance
7 p.m. at the Old Time 
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm 
St., T or C
575-744-9137

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County 
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 
1987 White Sands Blvd. in 
Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org

Guided Hike: Lawson 
Springs Trail

10-11:30 a.m. meet at 
Oliver Lee Memorial 
State Park 
visitor center, 409 
Dog Canyon Road
575-437-8284

New York Avenue 
Ghost, History and 
Art Walk
10 a.m., starts at 
Studio Q, 1209 
New York Ave., 
Alamogordo
575-520-2785

Animal 
Ambassadors
2-3 p.m. meet at 
Oliver Lee Memorial 

State Park group shelter, 
409 Dog Canyon Road
575-437-8284

St. Patty’s Day Bash 
6 p.m. at the Sgt. Willie 
Estrada Memorial Civic 
Center, 800 E. First St. in 
Alamogordo

575-439-4159

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Maya Textile Sale
Weaving for Justice
10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the Atrium 
of First Christian Church, 
1809 El Paseo Road in Las 
Cruces
www.weaving-for-justice.
org

Storytellers of Las Cruces
10:30 a.m., COAS 
Downtown, 317 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces
575-524-8471

Play: “Home”
8 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St.  

Las Cruces
no-strings.org

SUNDAY, March 17
Grant County
Live: “Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike”
A Tony Winning Comedy
2 p.m. at El Sol Theatre, 406 
Bullard St., Silver City
silvercitycommunity 
theater.com

Sierra Sáhir
Belly Dance Troop
2 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

St. Paddy’s Day Pub Crawl
Music all day
At various Silver City venues
575-956-6144

EVENTS 
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Brea Burns
March 9

Free Hand Long Arm Quilting

Sewing Machine and Serger 
Service and Repair

Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics. 
Questions?  Want to see the fabric? 

Call Cindy 575-538-2284

Sneeze Weeds Studios
sneezeweeds@gmail.com

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses,

cowboys, Native Americans & More
• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’

On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220
Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm • Sun 1 pm-5 pm, 

Closed Mon

Silver C Gillian Law LLC

For local legal services specializing in: 
•Estate Planning
• Probates
• Property Issues
• Contract Drafting
• Breach of Contract Claims

The Law Office of Gillian Sherwood
silvercgillianlaw.com

(575)313-3507
301 College Ave. • Suite 7

By Appointment Only
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Doña Ana County
Play: “Home”
2:30 p.m. at the Black Box 
Theatre, 430 N. Main St. Las 
Cruces
no-strings.org

Film: “Hell or High Water” 
Film Noir
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

MONDAY, March 18
Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College St. Silver City, Use 
the side entrance
575-956-7186

Live: “Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike”

A Tony Winning Comedy
7 p.m. at El Sol Theatre, 406 
Bullard St., Silver City
silvercitycommunity 
theater.com

TUESDAY, March 19
Grant County
Robot building
4 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

WEDNESDAY, March 20
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 at 
the corner of Clark Road, 
Gila
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

“Hopi Quilts and Textiles 
as Cultural Artforms”
Presentation by Carolyn 
O’Baby Davis

5-6:30 p.m. at the Western 
New Mexico University 
Museum, W 10th St., Silver 
City
www.gcasnm.org

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3 p.m. at the New Mexico 
Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T 
or C. Square dancing and 
refreshments

575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

THURSDAY,  March 21

Grant County
Minecraft Club
4 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Lincoln County
Live performance: Forever 
Young
7 p.m. at the Spencer 
Theater for the Performing 
Arts, 108 Spencer Road, 

Alto
spencertheater.com

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3:30 p.m. at the New 
Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T 
or C
575-313-9971 or 
505-804-3842

FRIDAY, March 22 
Grant County
Live: “Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike”
A Tony Winning Comedy
7 p.m. at El Sol Theatre, 406 
Bullard St., Silver City
silvercitycommunity 
theater.com

Doña Ana County
Lenten Fish Fry
4-7 p.m. at the Good 
Samaritan Social Center, 
3011 Buena Vida Drive, Las 
Cruces
480-220-3637

EVENTS
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Sierra Sáhir Belly 
Dance Troop

March 17

March 16th, March 17th & March18th from 5pm-7pm

St. Patrick’s Day St. Patrick’s Day 
DinnerDinner

MENUS bearmountainlodge.com/café-ozo-azul
Reservations Required 575-538-2538

Bear Mountain Lodge
60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road, Silver City
Bear Mountain Lodge

415 S Valley Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88005

THE ONLY PUBLIC INDOOR SHOOTING 
RANGE IN SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO

2024
F I N A L I S T

Best
Shooting Range

The first Wednesday 
of each month is 

LADIES’ FREE DAY 
at the indoor range. 

Normal range-use fee 
for female shooters 

is waived!

CONCEALED CARRY CLASSES • PRIVATE INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE
FIREARMS, AMMO, ACCESSORIES, AND MUCH MORE!

(575) 523-2424
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Film: “Golden Years” 
Runs through March 28
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

SATURDAY, March 23
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope St. 
in Silver City
silvercityfarmersmarket.
info

Family Movie: “Strange 
World”
4 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City
575-538-3672

Silver City String Beans
Bluegrass
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Live: “Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike”
A Tony Winning Comedy
7 p.m. at El Sol Theatre, 406 
Bullard St., Silver City
silvercitycommunity 
theater.com

A night of Ska
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 

Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Guided Hike: Lawson 
Springs Trail
10-11:30 a.m. meet at Oliver 
Lee Memorial State Park 
visitor center, 409 Dog 
Canyon Road
575-437-8284

Sierra County
Sierra County Farmers 
Market
8:30-noon a.m., Ralph 
Edwards Park, 300 N. 
Riverside Drive, T or C
sierracountyfarmers 
market5@gmail.com
Rock & Gem Show
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Sierra 
County Fairgrounds, 1321 
Hyde Ave. in T or C
scrags.org

Old Time Fiddlers 
Saturday Dance
7 p.m. at the Old Time 
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm 
St., T or C
575-744-9137

Luna County
Saturday morning 
breakfast
8-10 a.m. at the Deming 
American Legion Bataan 

Post 4, 619 W. Spruce St., 
Deming
575-546-8385

Lincoln County
Lincoln County Classic 4 
Disc Golf Tournament 
Oso Canyon, Moon 
Mountain and Grindstone 
Lake Disc Golf Courses, 
Lincoln County
575-315-2785

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County 
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 
1987 White Sands Blvd. in 
Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, 
Las Cruces

farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Storytellers of Las Cruces
10:30 a.m., COAS 
Downtown, 317 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces
575-524-8471

SUNDAY, March 24
Grant County
Tiny House of Funk
1-4 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 

Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Live: “Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike”
A Tony Winning Comedy
2 p.m. at El Sol Theatre, 406 
Bullard St., Silver City
silvercitycommunity 
theater.com

EVENTS 

continued on page 30

An Old-Fashioned Commitment to Great Service!

Equipment you need,
When you need it

www.sharpequipmentrental.com
(575) 574-5956 • 11580 U.S. 180 E

Phillip Kinner • Amara Lorch
30 years combined experience

970-237-9273

D

•Arborists
•Property 
 Cleanup
•9-Yard  
 Dump Truck
•Tree & Shrub      
  Work
•Irrigation Repairs  
& Installation
• and more!

Serving Silver City and Surrounding Area

Call (575) 654-7252
www.gilanetworks.com

Serving Grant County

Computer
Problems?

Support and Repair
for Windows PC’s and
small/home networks Licensed • Bonded • Insured

For all your electrical needs
575.654.7673575.654.7673

•Metal Roofing • Carports
•Garages • Metal Buildings
& Wood Storage Buildings

575-538-2929
3100 Hwy. 180 E. • Suite B

Silver City
structuremetalroofing@gmail.com

   575-313-5006 • boaholistic.com  
2140 E. Hwy. 180, Silver City NM

Brian & Karen Arrington
Please Consume Responsibly. For use only by adults 21 and older;  Keep out of reach of children; this product is not approved by the  
FDA to treat,  cure, or prevent any disease. FDA has not evaluated this product for safety, effectiveness, and quality; do not drive 
a motor vehicle or operate  machinery while under the influence of cannabis; there may be long term adverse health effects from 
consumption of cannabis, including additional risks for women who are or may become pregnant or are breastfeeding. 

•Edibles  
• Flowers 
• Skin Care
•Consumption    

    
Lounge

Canna
UPTOWN POT LOUNGE 

Rich Armstrong
575-284-9771

armstrongcertified.com

Appliance
Repair

Certified & Insured

Todd Dennehy
(575) 534-0286

1881 Hwy. 180 • Silver City NM

bit.ly/vn-apply

Coordinador/a del
Museo de Niños Móvil

Mobile Children’s
Museum Coordinator 
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Sierra County
Rock & Gem Show
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Sierra 
County Fairgrounds, 1321 
Hyde Ave. in T or C
scrags.org

Doña Ana County
Las Cruces Ukes 
Stilled Strings Benefit 
Concert
3-4:30 p.m. at Morning Star 
United Methodist Church, 
2941 Morningstar Drive, 
Las Cruces 
lascrucesukes.com

New Horizons Orchestra
Featuring Piano Virtuosi
3 p.m. at Atkinson Recital 
Hall, NMSU, Las Cruces
nhsocruces.com

MONDAY, March 25
Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College St. Silver City, Use 

the side entrance
575-956-7186

WEDNESDAY,  March 27
Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Grant County
Nick Bower/Hemlocks w/
Taft
Experimental folk
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

THURSDAY, March 28
Grant County
Squishy Circuits: Play with 
connective dough
4 p.m. Silver City Public 
Library, 515 W. College Ave., 
Silver City

575-538-3672

Songwriter’s Showcase
7:30 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com
FRIDAY, March 29
Grant County
Casual Drifter
Americana
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Doña Ana County
Film: “Uproar” 
Runs through April 4
7:30 p.m. at the Fountain 
Theatre, 2469 Calle de 
Guadalupe, Mesilla. 
mesillavalleyfilm.org

SATURDAY, March 30 
Grant County
Blues Dawg
Classic Rock & Blues
8 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 

Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Live Music: The Rudy Boy 
Experiment
SW rock and blues
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Guided Hike: Lawson 
Springs Trail
10-11:30 a.m. meet at Oliver 
Lee Memorial State Park 
visitor center, 409 Dog 
Canyon Road
575-437-8284

Lincoln County
Annual Bunny Run/Walk 
and Easter Egg Hunt 
6:30-10 a.m. at Cedar Creek 
Recreation Area, Ruidoso
575-257-5030

Sierra County

Old Time Fiddlers 
Saturday Dance
7 p.m. at the Old Time 
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm 
St., T or C
575-744-9137

Luna County
Saturday morning 
breakfast
8-10 a.m. at the Deming 
American Legion Bataan 
Post 4, 619 W. Spruce St., 
Deming
575-546-8385

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, 
Las Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Storytellers of Las Cruces
10:30 a.m., COAS  
Downtown, 317 N. Main St. 
Las Cruces

575-524-8471

SUNDAY,  March 31
EASTER
Grant County
Live Music: Joe Baker
Jazz, blues, western swing
1-4 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

MONDAY, April 1
Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College St. Silver City, Use 
the side entrance
575-956-7186

WEDNESDAY, April 3
Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

SmithRealEstate.com
(575) 538-5373

or 1-800-234-0307

505 W. College Avenue
PO Box 1290

Silver City NM 88062

New mobile-friendly 
website with all  

Silver City MLS listings!
REAL ESTATE
SMITH

Property Management
&

2340 US Hwy 180 East 
 Silver City, NM 88061

575-534-8487
Store3822@theupsstore.com*Available at participating locations.  

** Visit the UPSstore.com/shredding for full details.

Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - 6pm
Sat. 10am-4pm
Sun. Closed

“You become responsible forever
for what you’ve tamed.” - Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

scottthomson1949@gmail.com

Scott
Thomson

Horsemanship
Silver City, NM
(575)388-1830

The Farmers & Crafts 
Market of LC

Open Saturdays
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

 Open Wednesdays    
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

New Vendor Intake
contact the office at
fcmlinc@gmail.com
for more information
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DESERT SAGE | ALGERNON D’AMMASSA

In Las Cruces there has been 
some debate lately about what 
sorts of books should be avail-

able for general reading by middle- 
and high school students, and the 
process by which the school district 
considers challenges to books.

Two books in particular – “Jack 
of Hearts (and other parts)” and “A 
Court of Silver Flames” – have been 
singled out by two individuals who 
have taken up the issue for sexual-
ly explicit content, which they have 
taken to reading aloud to the school 
board during public meetings. 
(Surely this is not what the board 
members thought they were signing 
up for; but those meetings could do 
with some livening up.)

Notably, the books are not as-
signed reading material. They 
are simply books that have 
been included in school li-
braries for voluntary reading. 
So the question raised by the 
books’ challengers is, what is 
“appropriate” (specially suit-
able, proper) reading material 
for school libraries?

While covering this issue, I 
have been reminiscing about 
my days as a precocious read-
er during my school years. 
My parents, both of them life-
long readers who also wrote, 
maintained a free-range poli-
cy for their offspring. I don’t 
recall them forbidding me 

from reading anything I wanted to 
read, “adult books” included. There 
were a few they suggested might 
bewilder me but they presumed, 
accurately, that I would give up on 
a book if it was frustrating me and 
turn to something else.

At the same time, I rather liked 
being a little bit over my head 
when I read a book, though not too 
much; standing in the lively space 
of comprehending the action and 
themes of the story but also having 
to  look closely at what links were 
being made, what the symbolism 
was pointing to, asking my parents 
about historical context and unfa-
miliar words. Their attitude was: If 
the child can formulate the question, 
he deserves an answer. My father, 

as I recall, was embarrassed to talk 
about sex but was sporting and hon-
est about it.

This turned out all right, because 
reading is not, in itself, a corrupting 
influence.

It was disconcerting for my teach-
ers, however. I remember a teacher 
spotting me with John Irving’s “Set-
ting Free the Bears,” and sitting 
with me at lunch to quiz me about it. 
She was a John Irving fan and famil-
iar with the book. What did I make 
of the passage 
about a bear rid-
ing a bicycle? 
After discussing 
ideas of free-
dom and captiv-
ity a bit, I asked 

whether she desired to open cages 
or close them. It wasn’t intended 
as a pointed question but she left 
me alone after that; my parents got 
a note about what I had been seen 
reading; and my father spoke to me 
about making teachers nervous.

To be sure, John Irving’s books 
were not among the library books 
at any school I attended; and the 
passages read aloud at these school 
board meetings strike me as more 
bluntly graphic than what I read in 

my youth.
Still I would not object to my own 

children reading them, if they want-
ed to.

Algernon 
D’Ammassa 
married into 
Deming and has 
been raising a 
family in Luna 
County since 
2008. 

Setting Free the Reader
My parents’ ‘free-range’ policy

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

������������

1212 E. 32nd St., Silver City
corner of Leslie and 32nd

�����������������������

ICE CREAM • DESSERTS • COFFEEICE CREAM • DESSERTS • COFFEE
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PHOTO OF 
THE MONTH

“Through the tunnel and into the 
light” was taken in a culvert under 
Rock Canyon Road In Elephant 
Butte by Kathleen “Leeny” Forbes.

If you have a favorite recent photo 
capturing the nature of life and 
living in southern New Mexico 
please share it with us and we will 
consider it for publication. Submit 
photos to editor@desertexposure.
com.

COOL ROCKS, HOT SPRINGS
The Truth or Consequences Rock & Gem Show will be held March 23 and 24, 2024 
at the Sierra County Fairgrounds in Truth or Consequences. Featured at the show 
in addition to multiple vendors there will be opportunities to pan for gold, screen 
for Montana Sapphires, listen to presentations, watch demonstrations and attend 
fieldtrips. Visit Scrags.org for information and field trip sign up. (Photo by Deb 
Leuder)

Sally, Lab X, brown and white, 
9 month old female

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Hoss, Bully, tan and white, 
huge, 1 year old male

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Georgie, Chih X, tan coat,  
6 year old male

SPONSORED BY
MONIKA AND JOHN

Elmo, Chih X, red coat,  
12 week old male

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Shadow, DSH, Siamese, 8 year 
old, already neutered male

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Poppy, DLH, Silver Tabby, 
adult female

SPONSORED BY
BERT STEINZIG

Mocha, DSH, Torti, 
1 year old female

SPONSORED BY HIGH DESERT
HUMANE SOCIETY BOARD

Kobe, DSH, black and white, 
5 month old male

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

Boo-Boo, DSH, Russian Blue, 
5 year old male

SPONSORED BY
GILA ANIMAL CLINIC

Dodger, DSH, Orange Tabby,  
adult male

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

3050 Cougar Wy, Silver City NM • 575-538-9261 • PO Box 1973 Silver City, NM 88062
Lobby open Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30, Satudays 8:30am-5:00pm.  

Animal viewing is from 11:00am to close of business. Closed Sunday and Monday.
ADOPT-A-PET SPONSORED BY YOUR LOCAL PET LOVERS!

The High Desert Humane Society

To Join The PeT Page conTacT 
DeserT exPosure aT

575-524-8061

DonaTions neeDeD!
We WanT To exPanD anD builD a neW

aDoPTion cenTer. Please helP!

Thelma, Lab x, tan coat,  
1 year old female

SPONSORED BY
CHARIS MOSELY

Knox, German Shepard,  
black and tan, 2 year old male

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE


