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#97 “Desert Dumbfounder” by Dave Thomas is a simple substitution cipher; one letter stands for 
another. Solution is by trial and error. Solution will appear in next month’s Desert Exposure.
Send full solution, or just the Secret Words, to nmsrdave@swcp.com, and be recognized! 

Use the answer key below to track your clues, and reveal Secret Words!

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z

Clue: Y = X, Z = F

Previous Solution: "OASIS ODYSSEY" IS WILLIAM REED'S INAUGURAL US 
EXHIBITION, USING THE CONCEPT OF THE OASIS AS DISPARATE ELEMENTS 
CONVERGING TO FIND NOURISHMENT." - LYDIA ASPEN RENTERIA 
*Secret Words: “BIG FLOWERY SANCTUM”

Congrats to #96 solvers : 
Mike Arms*, Kaustuv Sengupta*, 

 Sue Merrick*, Will Adams*, Skip Howard*,
Claudette Gallegos*, Shorty  Vaiza*, David Pino*, 

George P. Burdell*, and Veronica Robledo*!

"B WNOP QBMJ FSBAN JRQ VOD ISGIND DNSXND OD OH NYOPFVN 

BH NPWSOIBHC RGS FGWVBI VOHAD." - AOXBA ISBANS, RH MNH 

KNOSD RZ RSCOH PRGHMOBHD-ANDNSM FNOTD HOMBRHOV PRHGPNHM

TIPS:www.nmsr.org/secretword.htm and www.nmsr.org/cypher-how2.jpg 
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Blowing Bubbles
Kindness is more than a random act

EDITOR’S NOTE | ELVA K. ÖSTERREICH

You don’t hear the 
words “random 
acts of kindness” 

much anymore. Maybe they 
were overused. The thing is, 
it’s more likely that people 
just don’t want to be told 
what to do. They don’t really 
need to be told.

The thing is, it’s something 
you can use your creativity 
for. The other day I found a 
bottle of bubble fluid that 
somehow missed out be-
ing in a grandchild gift bag. 
I couldn’t let it go to waste, 
so I started blowing bubbles 
out of my car windows at red 
lights. People smiled, girls 
giggled, phones popped up 
and social media posts ap-
peared – just a little piece of 
light in the day.

But really, the kindness 
that poured out in the wake of 
fires in southern New Mex-
ico, flowing from thought-
ful and compassionate folks 
might not have been so ran-
dom, but certainly were the 
most meaningful kinds of 

acts. 
For the areas of Ruidoso, 

Alto, Mescalero and Ruido-
so Downs, the overwhelming 
heartbreak, home loss and 
terror engendered so much 
community response from 
neighboring towns and even 
further out that hope bloomed 
even for those who lost the 
most.

The communities of Ros-
well, Alamogordo, Tularo-
sa, Carlsbad, Las Cruces, 
Timberon and everything 
in between opened doors, 
kitchens and purses to wel-
come, feed and provide beds 
for those evacuated, close to 
8,000 people and those who 
have lost their homes, close 
to 1,400.

Having lived for a year in 
Ruidoso, I don’t know if the 
little house I rented survived 
or not; but just the vision of 
the creek, the trees and the 
home in flames stops my day 
and sends me reeling. Know-
ing that there are those taking 
care to help is some relief. 

Kindness can’t be wrapped 
up in a box and given out like 
chocolate, the ripple effect 
can’t be stifled easily. Wheth-
er it’s giving out gloves and 
socks to cold people, blowing 
bubbles in the wind, or open-
ing your door to a family dis-
placed, not only helps some-
one else is good for the giver.

But we don’t do it for our-
selves, not because it makes 
us better, we do it for the 
world, small or big. Down the 
line, we don’t know where we 
are going, but it’s better if we 
do it with kindness.

Elva K. Österreich is 
editor of Desert Exposure 
and would love to meet 
Desert Exposure readers 
of southern New Mexico. 
Please contact her at 
editor@desertexposure.
com.

An ancient resident 
of Ruidoso looks 
over Sudderth 
Drive in the 
downtown shop 
area.

 (Photo by Elva K. 
Österreich)

Main Office: 120 E. 11th Street, Silver City NM
Office (575) 538-0404

www.bettersilvercity.com | karen@bettersilvercity.com

Mimbres Office: 2991 Highway 35, Mimbres NM
Office (575) 574-8798

www.mimbresvalleyrealestate.com | robin@bettersilvercity.com
• DAN COOK, QUALIFYING BROKER •

Your Private Paradise! This 61+ acre parcel is end of road and Bordering the GILA NATIONAL 
FOREST on two sides! If you have longed for peace and quiet in one of the country’s best year-
round climates, book your viewingtoday. Single floor living and accessibility are the main high-
lights, with guest room privacy upstairs. The verycustom 4 bedroom, 4 bath home offers finishing 
touches/features that are simply over the top: African Mahogonycabinetry, oversized primary 
bedroom / En Suite, Covered Viewing Decks, Private Office / w Loft, Arched Doorways,Vaulted 
Beamed Ceilings, 3 Guest Rooms upstairs, privacy balcony upstairs, plus a detached 1780 sq/
ft workspace/in-law/outlaw quarters. Enjoy the efficiency, hardly needing a/c in the summers 
and easy to heat with pellet stovesin the winters. Deer will frequent often and plenty of other 
southwest wildlife and birds call this refuge home. MLS #40265 $750,000

Views, views and more views! This custom built Clayton Modular home is a split level, 2 story 
home with 6bedrooms, 3 baths. Upstairs is the primary bedroom with 2 walk-in closets, large 
bath and a sliding glass door thatleads out onto the wrap-around deck. Enjoy the large living 
room w/fireplace that flows into the open kitchen withan island, walk-in pantry, breakfast bar, 
breakfast nook and a formal dining room. The downstairs has 2 bedrooms, 1 full bath, another 
full kitchen, dining room, living room, hobby/office, laundry room and a storage room with 
a built-in safe. The top of the home is a triple wide modular with the bottom being an exact 
replica of the top floor.This home has 2X6 exterior walls and the bottom is built of ICF blocks. 
The home also has Solar panels that leaves you with a $7.85 electrical bill every month! Make an 
appointment today! MLS #40002 $700,000

Located in the historic Mimbres Valley off Highway 61. Stunning views. 2015 Solitaire 
manufactured home. Energystar rated with tape and textured 4 x 6 walls. Living room features 
cove ceilings and new woodstove. Large additionfor office, gym, hobby room etc. Master 
bedroom features huge walk-in closet with built in dressers. Nicecomposite deck off the dining 
room. Electric bills under $10/month with a new high output solar system with long-life lithium 
batteries hooked to the grid. System conveys with no loan or lease. Small carport, raised garden 
bedswith drip system, greenhouse and storage shed. Well house has a RV plug. Additional area 
on the SE side ofproperty for a 2nd dwelling, shop or barn on 12.84 acres. Horses allowed. Short 
drive to the Gila National Forest, LaEsperanza Winery, Faywood Hotsprings and City of the Rocks. 
Well inspection in 2020 denoted 14+ GPM. MH title MLS# 40273 $320,000

Prime Commercial Investment Opportunity Downtown Historic Silver City - a landmark 
western tourism/gallerydestination, adjacent to bike shop, restaurants and art galleries. 
Heavy walking traffic especially on weekends inthe Historic District. High visibility corner and 
accessibility. Limited parking in and around primary buildings, witha diverse Mixed use, retail 
etc . . . Established mix of stabilized, long-term retail tenants, with at least two vacantspaces for 
your own business. MLS# 40363 $425,000

Nestled on a Bayard, NM city lot, across from the park is this fantastic 1994 Redman mobile 
home. A perfectopportunity to enjoy the unique lifestyle of this baseball town. Centrally located 
and walking distance to ballpark,elementary, middle and high schools, this home boasts 1,288 
square feet of living space with vaulted living room,this property will provide a comfortable and 
convenient living experience. MLS #40332$110,000

A very well-maintained 3 bedroom, 1 bath home in Tyrone, New Mexico. Features 
include newer shingle roof, gasforced air heating and covered carport with storage room. Great 
elevation and location, providing spectacularmountain views in the distance. Approximately 5 
miles from downtown Silver City, New Mexico. Make anappointment today, this won’t last long! 
MLS#40207  $160,000

Fully furnished, updated cabin on nearly 1.5 acres, nestled in the tall pines. Lake Roberts Heights is inside the 
GilaNational Forest. Property overlooks Sapillo Creek with one-of-a-kind views of the Admiral Cliffs and GilaWilderness 
across the valley. Surrounded by ponderosa pine, oak and juniper trees; home lies on migratory birdpath with abundant 
wildlife to enjoy. Master bedroom and guest bedroom are on main floor. Third small bedroom indaylight basement, 
along with workshop area and heated hobby room. Large deck with new roof. Small detachedgarage/shop for storing 
UTV and ATV’s, additional small tool shed, attached carport. Property includes two adjacent, level, cleared lots to build 
your dream shop, greenhouse, or additional dwelling. Game Management Unit 24. MLS#40148  $275,000

Multi- use building centrally located in the heart of Bayard. Historic bank building built 
in 1955 that still has theoriginal vault. Good rental history for building. Great live work situation, office 
building, gallery, restaurant,dispensary or brewery etc. Retail space currently housing the Future Glory 
re-sale shop with 1/2 bath. Three 1bedroom/1 bathroom apartments plus 1 efficiency apartment. 
Building size is 5012 square feet. 1 apartmentdownstairs and 3 upstairs.  MLS#40222  $279,000

Spacious 4 bedroom, 2 bath home with a bonus office/hobby room. Enjoy the beautiful 
views of the mountains andthe Mimbres Valley from the covered front deck. Large open kitchen w/a 
breakfast bar that flows into the diningarea and a large living room. Features include Solar Panels, 
metal roof, pellet stove, laminate wood and vinyl plankflooring and newer carpets in 2 of the bed-
rooms. This home is located on a cul-de-sac and is situated on 1.15acres in Casas Adobes. Close to the 
Gila National Forest, Bear Canyon Lake and a short drive to Lake Roberts!  MLS#40355  $247,500

This 3 bedroom 2 bath fixer home sits on approximately. 735 acres. Close to forest access 
and just 2.5 miles northof Highway 180 West. Shared septic with property to the east. Call today 
to schedule a showing. MLS #40218  $118,000
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH
“A Tranquil Rest” is the title of this photo submitted by 

Smitty Smith, resident of Historic Downtown Silver City. 
It was taken at San Vicente Creek under the Veteran’s 

Memorial Bridge in Silver City. 

“The heat of the day called for a sit by the trickling 
creek with my three-month-old puppy, Sparky 

Doodles.” Smith said. “I honor every drop of water and 
the beauty of our Enchanted New Mexico.”

If you have a favorite recent photo capturing the nature 
of life and living in southern New Mexico please share 

it with us and we will consider it for publication. Submit 
photos to editor@desertexposure.com.

Artist Jared Tso is the featured artist for the July 22-
28 CLAY! Festival in Silver City and will be giving a 
workshop, is the one-man jury for the festival exhibition, 
“From the Earth,” at Light Art Space Gallery up all month, 
and featured artist in the gallery’s Flash room. For more 
about Tso and the festival see Pages 16-18. (Photo by 
Peter Held taken at King Gallery in Scottsdale, Arizona.)

ABOUT THE COVER

St. Augustine’s  
Anglican Church

www.staugustine-deming.org

Join us Sundays at 10:30 AM
for worship, fellowship,

and refreshments. 

On the corner
of 8th and Birch
in Deming, NM

ANGLICAN CHURCH
IN NORTH AMERICA

Free Hand Long Arm Quilting

Sewing Machine and Serger 
Service and Repair

Nice selection of 100% cotton quilting fabrics. 
Questions?  Want to see the fabric? 

Call Cindy 575-538-2284

Sneeze Weeds Studios
sneezeweeds@gmail.com

Silver C Gillian Law LLC

For local legal services specializing in: 
•Estate Planning
• Probates
• Property Issues
• Contract Drafting
• Breach of Contract Claims

The Law Office of Gillian Sherwood
silvercgillianlaw.com

(575)313-3507
301 College Ave. • Suite 7

By Appointment Only
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Calling for a solution 
for homelessness  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

Last night, my wife and I 
attempted to enjoy a peaceful 
evening walk in our beau-
tiful community. However, 
our experience was marred 
by the presence of homeless 
individuals engaging in dan-
gerous activities under the 
Broadway bridge. We were 
forced to alter our route to 
avoid them, only to encoun-
ter more trash, human fe-
ces,and another individual in 
clear mental distress.

It is disheartening to 
see our lovely community 
plagued by these issues. We 
deserve better. The mentally 
ill deserve better. We urge 
our local leaders to take ac-

tion and provide support and 
resources to address home-
lessness, mental health, and 
public safety.

We need a comprehensive 
solution that includes afford-
able housing, mental health 
services and community 
cleanup initiatives. It’s time 
for our community to come 
together to ensure that our 
public spaces are safe and 
enjoyable for all.

I am willing to be involved 
in the solution, whatever it 
is. It’s time for our leaders to 
come up with one. 

William Lloyd
Silver City

Staying safe when visiting
Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks   

Dear Editor,

In May, we celebrated the 
10-year anniversary of the des-
ignation of our beloved Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks Na-
tional Monument. Just as we 
had done a decade prior, the 
community gathered to cele-
brate and honor this incredible 
area that has helped maintain 
our traditional ways of life, 
boosted our local economies, 
and put a star on the map. 

As a state senator and pres-
ident of the Las Cruces Green 
Chamber of Commerce, one 
of the most evident impacts of 
the designation has been the in-
crease of visitors. A 2023 study 
commissioned by the Green 
Chamber showed that since the 

designation, more than 60 per-
cent of visitors to the national 
Monument have been locals. 
Additionally, 73 percent of 
non-local visitors to the area 
attribute OMDP as their rea-
son for visiting southern New 
Mexico. 

This visitation not only en-
courages an appreciation for 
our public lands but is also 
a boost to our economy. The 
study also showed that since 
the designation of the Monu-
ment, visitation has resulted in 
more than $234 million in cu-
mulative economic impact in 
the region. 

While this is undeniably a 
good thing, we cannot ignore 
that with more visitors inev-
itably comes more drivers 

on the road, which raises the 
possibility of wildlife vehicle 
collisions. There are roughly 
1,200 collisions a year reported 
to law enforcement across the 
Land of Enchantment, costing 
lives and money. WVCs cost 
nearly $20 million in property 
damage, emergency response, 
and healthcare costs every 
year, and can kill mule deer, 
elk, pronghorn, bighorn sheep, 
black bear, cougar, and even 
our Mexican wolves.  

Thankfully, a collective 
effort led to the passage of 
the Wildlife Corridors Act in 
2019, which created the Wild-
life Corridors Action Plan that 
identified priority areas to build 
crossings and reduce wild-
life-vehicle collisions. U.S. 

Route 70 at San Augustine 
Pass, which cuts through the 
OMDP not only serves as a bar-
rier to north-south connectivity 
of mule deer, bighorn sheep, 
and mountain lions, but histori-
cally has been a wildlife vehicle 
collision hotspot. With traffic 
not only to the monument, but 
New Mexico’s newest national 
park, White Sands, continuing 
to increase, maintaining con-
nectivity and keeping wildlife 
and drivers safe will become 
even more essential.

Most recently, there was 
even a sighting of a Mexican 
gray wolf in the Monument. 
As this population continues 
to grow and expand throughout 
New Mexico, it’s essential that 
they can do so safely. 

Wildlife like our “lobo” de-
fines our history and region-
al identity in New Mexico 
and draws locals and visitors 
alike. As we celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of Organ Moun-
tains-Desert Peaks we are re-
minded of how increased vis-
itation could put more drivers 
on the road and pose a risk to 
wildlife and people. To address 
this issue proactively, it’s time 
we invest in the priorities and 
recommendations identified in 
the Wildlife Corridors Action 
Plan. New Mexico continues to 
benefit from record budget sur-
pluses, and in the next legisla-
tive session, we must commit 
some portion of that surplus 
to wildlife crossings that will 
benefit drivers and protect the 
wildlife that are so central to 
our state’s identity

 
Carrie Hamblen

CEO/President of the 
Las Cruces Green

Chamber of Commerce 

Want to make some extra cash?Want to make some extra cash?

Now hiring carriers in the Deming, Now hiring carriers in the Deming, 
Hatch and T or C areas to deliver the Hatch and T or C areas to deliver the 

Desert Exposure once a month.Desert Exposure once a month.

If interested please call If interested please call 575-496-2596575-496-2596
or email or email circulation@lascrucesbulletin.comcirculation@lascrucesbulletin.com
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Plunging Onward … Blindly
‘Whoa! Let’s stop and take a look at what we’re doing, and why?’

GUEST COLUMN

By Tom Vaughan

Nuclear radiation never 
goes away in our life-
times. Nor do the con-

sequences of our state’s com-
mitments to the nuclear arms 
industry.

New Mexico opened the 
Atomic Age on July 16, 1945, 
when “Gadget” was detonated 
at the Trinity Site. Nearby New 
Mexicans who were unaware 
that the stuff falling from the 
sky on that day was radioac-
tive have yet to be recognized 
and compensated for what their 
government did to them.

Less than three weeks later, 
the U.S. detonated “Little Boy” 
over Hiroshima, Japan, killing 
135,000 instantly and many 
more in the aftermath. To drive 
home the horror of America’s 
new weaponry, “Fat Man” was 
exploded over Nagasaki on 
Aug. 9, 1945, eventually claim-
ing the lives of another 120,000 
people. 

To “improve” this new 
weapon, “Ivy Mike” wiped out 
an atoll in the Marshall Islands 
(an American protectorate) on 
Nov. 1, 1952 – the first hydro-
gen bomb. This device released 
the equivalent of more than 10 
megatons of dynamite, dwarf-
ing the 15 and 20 kiloton yields 
of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
explosions.

In 1954, the U.S. staged its 
biggest test, “Castle Bravo,” 
once again in the Marshall 
Islands. Planned at six mega-
tons, it turned out to be 15. The 
Marshall Islands were atom 
bombed by the U.S. 67 times … 
and the residents are still trying 
to get the U.S. government to 

compensate them for the dam-
age done to their lives.

After the U.S.S.R. set off the 
biggest nuclear test ever – “Tsar 
Bomba” (50-58 megatons) – in 
Siberia in 1961, the U.S., Great 
Britain and the U.S.S.R. agreed 
to the Partial Test Ban in 1963, 
banning nuclear testing in out-
er space, the atmosphere and 
underwater. Since then there 
have been efforts to compen-
sate local populations injured 
by the nuclear weapons indus-
try, including uranium miners. 
In the meantime, radioactive 
byproducts of the industry con-
tinue to accumulate, as does 
environmental damage to the 
production sites, including Los 
Alamos and Sandia National 
Laboratories.

The Treaty on the Nonpro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons 
was signed by 191 nations and 
went into effect in 1970. In it, 
the nuclear weapons states 
agreed to “pursue nuclear dis-
armament aimed at the ultimate 
elimination of their nuclear ar-
senals.”

The global atomic arsenal 
declined after that, with 80 per-
cent of the nuclear warheads 
being sidelined or deactivated. 
The 1986 peak of 60,000 war-
heads is now estimated to have 
been reduced to 3,880 active 
nuclear warheads in 2024. Most 
modern warheads are many 
times more powerful than “Fat 
Man” and “Little Boy.”

Today, the U.S. is “modern-
izing” its nuclear arsenal. This 
was expected to cost $1.2 tril-
lion over a decade when ini-
tiated by President Obama in 
2016. The cost is now estimat-
ed at $2 trillion and completion 

is more than a decade away, if 
ever. There will be new ICBM 
missiles filling remodeled si-
los across the Midwest. The 
Department of Energy handles 
nuclear weaponry; they are 
spending more than $9 billion 
annually at Los Alamos, Sand-
ia and W.I.P.P. (Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant) near Carlsbad.

The unknowns of nuclear 
weaponry

We don’t know whether ra-
dioactive materials can be per-
manently stored or mitigated 
safely. W.I.P.P. is “temporary.” 
The current Holtec proposal to 
build more waste storage in the 
eastern plains (opposed by the 
entire NM delegation) is also 
called “temporary.” Nobody is 
addressing the issue of perma-
nent storage. If it can’t be done 
safely, that will undercut both 
military and civilian programs 
everywhere. Is a new warhead 
at Los Alamos or a new nuclear 
power plant anywhere worth an 
eternal toxic legacy?

Another problem is the de-
terrent value of nuclear weap-
ons. Though most nuclear “ac-
cidents” - Three Mile Island, 
Fukushima, Chernobyl - have 
been at civilian power plants, 
there have been numerous fatal-
ities in the production, storage 
and transportation of nuclear 
weapons. Their very existence 
is dangerous, Why have an 
armed weapon just sitting in 
storage until we are already un-
der attack with a similar weap-
on (No First-Strike Doctrine)? 
Just because the other guy has 
one?

That may be what’s hap-
pening. While 122 nations ap-

proved the Treaty on the Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons on 
July 7, 2017, and Pope Francis 
condemned possession and use 
of nuclear weapons on Novem-
ber 10, 2017, and the Interna-
tional Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons received a 
Nobel Peace Prize on Decem-
ber 10, 2017, the DOE grinds 
on with its goal of producing 30 
plutonium pits (warhead trig-
gers) annually at Los Alamos.

In a pastoral letter on January 
11, 2022, Archbishop of Santa 
Fe John C. Wester boldly chal-
lenged us all to work toward 
elimination of nuclear weap-
ons everywhere. “Ho hum” 
seems to have been the reaction 
around the state.

Here is our status in 2024: 
• Every place we have ever 

worked with atomic weapons 
(and their radioactive compo-
nents) since the Trinity Test in 
July 1945 is still dangerous to 
human life for generations to 
come.

• The same is true for every-

thing exposed to radiation in 
the production of nuclear weap-
ons or electric power - expend-
ed fuel rods, gloves, tools, etc. 
It’s too dangerous to be around 
for lifetimes into the future. 
They’re out of sight in places 
like W.I.P.P. - because Con-
gress doesn’t have the courage 
to directly address the question: 
Is permanent safe storage of 
radioactive materials even pos-
sible?

New Mexico’s addiction to 
nuclear weapons funding leads 
citizens and politicians to want 
more, even though this is a 
dead-end product, pardon the 
pun … if it is ever used, it may 
signal the end of life on Earth.

We could say, “Whoa! Let’s 
stop and take a look at what 
we’re doing, and why.” as 
have Pope Francis, Archbishop 
Wester and the 70 nations that 
signed the Treaty on the Prohi-
bition of Nuclear Weapons.

Or we can continue to plunge 
blindly onward. Myrriah Go-
mez, an assistant professor at 

University of New Mexico, 
compared the present situa-
tion to the colonial influences 
of first the Spanish and then 
the Yankees in her 2022 book, 
“Nuclear Nuevo Mexico.” Un-
der nuclear colonialism, the 
nuclear weapons industry uses 
jobs and contracts to ensure 
politicians across the state will 
support modernizing the nucle-
ar arsenal, regardless of conse-
quences and in spite of the futil-
ity of “deterrence.”

As a reminder of the effects 
of nuclear weapons in the past, 
Gila Friends Meeting (Quaker) 
will be hosting a public Hiro-
shima Peace Day remembrance 
in Gough Park in Silver City 
on Sunday, August 4, 2024. 
Bring a chair and join in a pe-
riod of quiet contemplation at 
12:30 p.m. In the three months 
following, there will be oppor-
tunities to challenge all con-
gressional candidates about the 
role of New Mexico in this new 
nuclear arms race and the pos-
sibilities of turning in another 
direction.



8 • JULY 2024 www.desertexposure.com

End of an Era
Virgin Galactic Unity takes final flight

By Elva K. Österreich

“Release, release, release.”

The order to separate Eve and 
Unity, sending the later to 54.4 
miles above the earth, leaving 

the mothership behind, has happened 
for the last time. 

VSS Unity, a spaceship that flew 32 
flights in total for Virgin Galactic, is be-
ing pulled off duty as the Delta class of 
VG spaceships begins to take shape. Ga-
lactic 07 was Unity’s 12th spaceflight to 
date, seventh commercial flight and the 
second space flight of the year.

Sometime in late 2025, the Delta 
class ships are planned to begin their 
flights, for which some 700 individuals 
have paid between some $250,000 and 

$500,000 each.
Virgin Galactic president of oper-

ations Mike Moses said plans have 
changed due to economic factors. Previ-

ously, Unity was supposed to continue 
serving for two missions a month until 
Delta class was rolled out. The Delta 
spaceships are not very different ex-
ternally from Unity but they will be a 
production ship, Moses said. They are 
being manufactured at the supplier’s lo-
cations and will be assembled in Phoe-
nix, Ariz., come to Spaceport America 
for testing and, finally, take to the air. 
These ships will have the capacity to fly 
several times a week, possibly even sev-
eral times a day.

Mothership Eve will continue to 
launch the ships, he said. 

While several private astronauts flew 
on the Saturday, June 8, one Turkish 
researcher, Tuva Atasever, aka Astro-
naut 027, had a special role.

“Tuva was the most important pay-

load for us,” Axiom Space chief astro-
naut Michael Lopez-Alegria said. “He 
conducted seven experiments, three 
of which were carryovers from AX-3 (a 
previous private space mission to ISS). 

SUBORBITAL

VSS Unity and VMS Eve rest in the 
hanger at the Gateway to Space at 
Spaceport America the day before the 
June 8 final flight. (Photo by Elva K. 
Österreich)

Tuva Cihangir Atasever holding up the 
Turkish flag after his flight on the VSS 
Unity (Photo by Jewel Dominguez)

Winners will be featured in the October and 
November issues of Desert Exposure.

There are two categories:
Prose and poetry

Prizes include publication, 
four $25 runner-up prizes and a 

$100 grand prize. 

Desert Exposure 
continues its 

longstanding writing 
contest. 

Mail entries to:
Desert Exposure

506 S. Main St., Ste. 250, Las Cruces, NM 88001
or email to: contest@desertexposure.com

Submit your best article, short story, essay, poem or other piece 
of writing by Aug. 15. Entries must be previously unpublished 
and will be judged on quality and how well they express some 
aspect of life in southern New Mexico. Please limit entries to a 
maximum of two. Maximum length per entry is 4,000 words.

 Include name, postal address and email if you have one. 
Entries cannot be returned.  

Contes  Writing
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He also had an Axiom 
experiment involving an 
insulin pen, to accurate-
ly dispense and dose an 
amount in space.”

Atasever said he was 
able to carry out all the 
experiments he was car-
rying with success. One 
experiment looks at how 
blood dynamics change in 
the prefrontal cortex area 
of the brain. Data was 
collected on breathing 
and heart rate at various 
times. 

“I’m really looking for-
ward to seeing the re-
sults,” he said. “One of 
the things the Beacon 
Experiment is looking 
into has to do with the 
overview effect of how the 
brain changes. How the 
prefrontal cortex, which 
is the abstract thinking 
portion of the brain, con-
ceptualizes the experi-
ence.”

The Galactic 07 au-
tonomous rack-mounted 
research payloads includ-
ed a Purdue University 
experiment designed to 
study propellant slosh in 
fuel tanks of maneuver-
ing spacecraft, as well as 
a University of California 
Berkeley payload testing 

a new type of 3D printing. 
Virgin Galactic has 

flown payloads for NA-
SA’s Flight Opportunities 
program since the com-
pany’s first space flight 
in 2018 and was recently 
selected by NASA as a 
contracted flight provider 
for the next five years.

In addition to Atasever, 
three private astronauts 
were on the flight: Andy 
Sadhwani, Irving Izchak 
Pergament and Giorgio 
Manenti, who are now 
Virgin Galactic’s 28th, 

Galactic 07 astronauts Tuva Atasever, Andy Sadhwani, Irving Pergament and 
Giorgio Maneti. (Photo Courtesy Virgin Galactic)

END OF AN  ERA

continued on page 11

Bear Mountain Lodge
60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road, Silver City

DINNERS AT THE LODGEDINNERS AT THE LODGE

SummertimeSummertime
at theat the

Farmer’s Market DinnerFarmer’s Market Dinner
Saturday, July 13Saturday, July 13thth • 6 • 6pmpm

Wine Pairing DinnerWine Pairing Dinner
Saturday, July 20Saturday, July 20thth • 6 • 6pmpm

Clay Festival BrunchClay Festival Brunch
Sunday, July 28Sunday, July 28thth • 11-2 • 11-2pmpm

MENUS: 
bearmountainlodge.com/café-ozo-azul
Reservations Required 575-538-2538

Clay Festival 2024

Silver City, NM
July 22nd-28th, 2024

Multi-Day Workshops
Markets and Exhibitions featuring Ceramic Artists
Children's Clay Activities
National Juried Exhibition
Lectures and Talks
Connection, Art, Clay Family-friendly, all ages welcome!

To review the schedule of events, 
access additional information, or 

register for programming, please visit:
clayfestival.com

Featured Workshops
A Presence of Clay-Jared Tso
The Painted Pot-Bede Clarke
Wall Carving-Athena Steen
Pigment Hunting-Scott Sutton

Thanks to our 2024 sponsors

Thanks to our 2024 
sponsors
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A Musical Life
Sage Gentlewing brings home NM Music Award

TUNES + NOTES

Story and photo  
by Elva K. Österreich

One day in 1993, Sage 
Gentlewing was driv-
ing through Califor-

nia on Highway 46 between 
Highway 101 to Highway 5 and 
stopped at Jack’s Ranch Café. 

A tree with a monument 
sculpture, surrounded by bronze 
plaques, drew his attention. 
This, it turned out, was the 
place where James Dean died. 
So Gentlewing sat down and 
wrote the beginnings of a song, 
“James Dean’s Crash Site.” The 
next year, he made an effort to 
go back to that spot and finish 
the song.

Now, 30 years and several 
versions of that song later, he 
has taken home the best Amer-
icana song award from the New 
Mexico Awards, held May 19. 

“They announced it as best 
production encompassing best 
performance of an original song 
and best production in terms of 
the sonic value,” he said.

Two years ago, Gentlewing 
decided he was going to put 
out a new extended play album 
with six songs including “James 
Dean’s Crash Site,” having re-

written the arrangement. He 
heard the pitch from the New 
Mexico Music Awards and sent 
it in.

“I’ve always been the kind 
of musician who, on one hand, 
takes all those things with a 
grain of salt,” he said. “But 
you have to know your worth. 
I know that I am good and I 
have earned it and worked at 

it. There is no best. Everybody 
is great.”

Gentlewing has been playing 
music professionally since he 
was 15, when he started as a 
drummer in San Francisco. 

“We opened for Janis Joplin, 
we opened for Buffalo Spring-
field,” He said. It was 1966.

But his budding career was 
cut short in 1967 when he was 

busted for possessing cannabis 
and sent to a juvenile county 
farm in 1967.

“The irony is I don’t even 
smoke anymore; and haven’t for 
30 years,” he said.

He missed the Monterey Pop 
Festival Summer of Love be-
cause he was in jail and the mu-
sic scene changed. When he got 
out, he switched to guitar and 

has been playing it ever since.
“It took about 12 years to get 

my footing as a guitar player – 
to get where I was at as a drum-
mer. By the time I got my act to-
gether the times were well into 
bebop and jazz and the scene 
was long gone,” he said. “You 
have to strike when the iron is 
hot, because the moment will 
pass. You have to keep reinvent-
ing yourself.”

So most of Gentlewing’s life as 
a musician was spent working 
as a guitar player in other peo-
ple’s bands. He provided backup 
in more than 40 working bands 
over his lifetime.

With the Circus Vargus Band 
alone, he played 80 cities in 22 
states in 11 months. 

“I just loved it,” he said. “Hon-
estly, the fabric of my personal-
ity is that I am a working musi-
cian and I relish the work.”

At 72, he admits “you do have 
to pace yourself as you get old-
er.” Today he still is a working 
musician but a bit more settled 
down. 

“I’m happily married,” he 
said. “Settled but still a working 
musician. You have to create a 
different type of environment 
for yourself to continue to per-

RV SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENT 
IN THE CITY OF LAS CRUCES

CALL 575-312-2221

30 OR 50 AMP HOOK-UPS

Eagle Mail Services
A MAIL & PARCEL CENTER

UPS • FedEx • US Mail  
• Private Mailboxes

•Re-Mailing • Fax • Copy  
• Notary

Ginger Trevizo, Owner
2311 Ranch Club Road

Silver City, NM

Open 9-5 Mon-Thurs, 10-4 Fri.
PH ( 575) 388-1967
Fax (575)388-1623

info@eaglemailservices.com

Gila Friends 
Meeting

The Religious Society of Friends

fevafotos@gmail.com

Church of Harmony
609 N. Arizona St.,  
Silver City NM

Quaker Meeting for Worship is 
 held Sundays 10:00am- 11:00am

If you are interested in online or 
in-person worship or more  

information, please contact us at  
(575) 590-1588
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Brian and Karen Arrington are at home at BOA Holistic 
in Silver City. 

form in, because performance is the lifeblood of your 
craft.”

Gentlewing did take a 10-year “backseat” from be-
ing a musician between 1986 and 1996, when he found 
himself following a muse to become a sacred dancer. 
He toured the country performing Tibetan and East 
Indian classical dance as a protégée to a couple he met 
while living in Sedona, Ariz.

“I ended up being on the cover of magazines as a 
dancer and I got Rockefeller grants to study and per-
form,” he said. “I did 72 one-man shows across the 
country. I was doing that when I wrote ‘James Dean’s 
Crash Site.”

Today, he still makes his living playing his music 
and still enjoys the game.

“It’s been a rough-and-tumble life,” he said. “You 
have got to pick and choose your battles. I would still 
crawl across the desert on glass in 120-degree heat if 
it meant a gig. And what I figured out – I can make a 
pretty good living playing solo.”

To hear “James Dean’s Crash Site” and other pieces 
of Gentlewing’s music, visit sagegentlewing.com or just 
watch our local music venues for times and dates.

29th and 30th astronauts.
Moses called the 32nd flight 

of Unity a bittersweet moment.
“It ends a really incredible 

chapter,” he said. “This vehicle 
is really revolutionary. [The 
commercial flight program] re-
ally took off when we came to 
New Mexico.”

Going forward, Atasever said 
he will need much more time to 
process his experience in sub-
orbital space.

“Words will not do it justice 
because it is experiential,” he 
said. “You feel it in the guts.”

END OF AN ERA

continued from page 11

Mission command at the ready for the June 8 final flight of VSS Unity. 
(Photo by Elva K. Österreich)

Make reservations 
& view availability online
BearCreekCabins.com

1.888.388.4515 • 575.388.4501
www.bearcreekcabins.com

Just 7 miles north of Silver City on Hwy 15

•  Fireplaces  
• Secluded Balconies
• Porches   
• Telephone & Wifi 
• Satellite TV
• Barbecue Grill 
• Meeting Room with  
   Lodge w/ Kitchen
• Cabins w/ Kitchens available 
• Gift Shop • Pet Friendly  
• Venue for Events

    

Fabulous getaway nestled in  
the tall pines of Pinos Altos
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Healing Historical Wounds 
New Federal rules prompt changes at WNMU museum

MAKING THINGS RIGHT

by Elva K. Österreich

Across the coun-
try, museums are 
covering up their 

display cases and removing 
objects from exhibition. New 
York’s American Museum of 
Natural History has shut 
down two entire wings, and 
closer to home, the West-
ern New Mexico University 
Museum has been moving a 
number of Mimbres cultur-
al items into storage. These 
removals, however, are not 
the latest attempt to ban 
cultural  materials; rather, 
they are designed to comply 
with recent changes to the 
rules governing the Native 
American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act.

NAGPRA, which original-
ly passed in 1990, requires 
institutions that receive fed-
eral funding to repatriate 
Indigenous human remains, 
funerary objects, sacred ob-
jects and objects of cultural 
patrimony to lineal descen-

dants or culturally affiliated 
tribes. 

“What the law is saying,” 
explained WNMU Museum 
Director Danielle Romero, 
“is that all cultural items 
cannot be accessed, re-
searched or displayed with-
out tribal permission [if 
they are] funerary, anything 
that can currently be used 
in rituals and ceremonies, 
and anything that is consid-
ered generally sacred.”

While this law itself has 
been on the books for 34 
years, a recent rule on NAG-
PRA establishes a five-year 
timeline and establishes 
processes for returning the 
items, including consulta-
tion between museums and 
tribes. 

There are a number of 
steps required by NAGPRA. 
The first is to inventory the 
Native American materials 
in the collection, identify 
the ones that are potential-
ly problematic and remove 
them from display. The next 

step is to consult with the 
tribes that are culturally or 
geographically connected to 
the specific Indigenous cul-
ture.

Part of what makes this 
challenging, said Romero, 
is that the Mimbres people 
dispersed into other Indige-
nous communities centuries 
ago, and consequently, it is 
not completely clear which 
tribes are culturally related. 

She plans to consult with 
approximately seventeen 
tribes, primarily Puebloan 
peoples of New Mexico and 
Arizona. 

An even greater chal-
lenge is the museum does 
not have a clear provenance 
for all the items in its col-
lections.  Because many 
early collectors of Mimbres 
pottery looted graves, and 
others simply did not keep 
track of where and how 
items were excavated, there 
are no records to establish 
whether many objects are 
sacred or funerary.

The task of inventory-
ing the museum’s Mimbres 
materials and consulting 
with tribes falls primarily 
on Romero, who is complet-
ing her Ph.D dissertation 
with a focus on the Mimbres 
culture. Romero says the 
amount of work that needs 
to be done differs among 
the four primary collections 
that make up the museum’s 

Mimbres holdings, the Elk 
Ridge Collection (the new-
est), the NAN Ranch Collec-
tion (academically collected 
from the 1970s and 1980s), 
the Clint and Dee John-
son Collection (notes from 
family only) and the Eisele 
Collection (has no documen-
tation, from the 1920s and 
1930s). 

One of the clues that 
Romero will be looking at as 
she goes through the collec-
tion is whether a bowl has 
been “killed,” or had a ritual 
hole punched through the 
bottom.

According to Romero, 
there was a long held belief 
if something was killed, that 
means burial. But that is not 
necessarily true, she said. 
“Early on in Mimbres ar-
cheology, everyone thought 
that as you are buried, you 
are buried with a bowl over 
your head, with a ritual hole 
punctured in the center,” 
Romero explained, “But as 
excavations have happened 
over time, we have learned 
that not every burial has 
a bowl, and not all bowls 
in burials are killed. And 
killed bowls can happen just 
in household context—it 
does not necessarily have to 
mean burial.” 

 Most of the materials 
that Romero has removed 
from display so far are 
bowls. She has also removed 
jewelry and a pipe which 
were taken from a grave. 

The process of identifying 
sacred objects is made even 
more difficult as, with some 

of the objects, it is unknown 
what their purpose was. 
Romero cited small carvings 
of animals and humans as 
an example. “A lot of previ-
ous archeological interpre-
tation has been that they 
were toys,” she noted, “but 
what if they are effigies or 
fetishes that we know still 
have importance? Or per-
haps [that determination] 
is context-dependent.” The 
meaning of an object can 
be very different depending 
on whether the archeologist 
finds it in the remains of a 
house as opposed to a kiva, 
she said. 

While the process of re-
patriating funerary and 
sacred objects may be oner-
ous, Romero is nonetheless 
embracing it, as are many 
other archaeologists and 
museum directors.

 “There has never been 
that sit-down conversation 
with the tribes about what 
[they] consider sacred,” she 
said, “We are really hoping 
that the museum here can 
be one of the leaders of those 
conversations.” 

Romero sees the NAG-
PRA process as “making 
right” and healing some 
historical wounds. “History, 
anthropology and archaeol-
ogy in the 1800s and early 
1900s really did damage,” 
she said, “Now we are ask-
ing ourselves how do we 
repair that as best as possi-
ble?”

“We want to figure this 
out,” she added.

Western New Mexico University Museum is in the 
process of bringing its collections into compliance 
with the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act. The museum is home to the world’s 
largest and most complete Mimbres pottery and 
artifact collection. (Courtesy Photo WNMU)
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OPPORTUNITY
Applications are open for 

the 53rd Annual Renais-
sance Arts Faire, set to take 
place on Nov. 2-3 at Young 
Park in Las Cruces. This 
event is an opportunity for 
entrepreneurs, artists, food 
vendors and non-profit orga-
nizations to showcase their 
talents. Interested artist appli-
cants can visit zapplication.
org to complete the online 
application form. The dead-
line for submission is Aug. 
16. Early applications are en-
couraged and a payment plan 
is available. Interested food/
non-profit applicants can ap-
ply at the Doña Ana Arts 
Council office or request an 
application to the email ad-
min@daarts.org. For orga-
nizations interested in spon-
soring the Renaissance Arts 
Faire and for more informa-
tion on how to get involved 
and support this ongoing 
event visit the council office 
at 230 S. Water St. Las Cru-
ces, NM. Volunteers are also 
needed.  For information con-
tact event coordinator Nikay-
la Rios at 575-523-6403

SILVER CITY
• The Grant County Art 

Guild Gallery, 316 N. Bul-
lard in Silver City, will be 
open all day on July 4.  July 5, 
5-7 p.m., during July’s First 
Friday gallery walk, there is 
a “Meet the Artist” event 
at the gallery featuring clay 
artist July Menefee. Mene-
fee will share the artistic and 
technical processes of cre-
ating her Mimbres-inspired 

work. Raw materials, work 
in progress and finished art 
will illustrate the progression. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Also in July, the guild will be 
resuming the twice monthly 
Open Studios, which allow 
people to go in and practice 
creativity in the company of 
local creatives. Bring your 
own project or use our sup-
plies – free of charge. Open 
studios are held at the GCAG 
Studio, 211 N Texas on the 
second and fourth Fridays of 
each month. Join the email 
list at studio@gcag.org and 
we will add you to our event 
notification list. The GCAG 
Gallery, 316 N Bullard, is 
open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. sev-
en days a week, with addition-
al hours for special events. To 
learn more about the guild, 
enjoy a slide show of work by 
gallery artists, or see the gal-
lery, studio and off-site event 
calendar, visit gcag.org. 

• July is all about CLAY. 
Light Art Space, 209 W. 
Broadway in Silver City, 
features two clay exhibitions 
July 4-27. Opening on July 4 
in the North gallery is “From 
the Earth,” a juried exhi-
bition of work by 28 artists 
from across the county. In the 
Flash Gallery an exhibition of 
work by Juror Jared Tso is on 
display. The opening recep-
tion for both exhibitions is 
5-7 p.m. on First Friday, July 
5 and a closing reception will 
be held on Saturday, July 27, 
during the Silver City CLAY 
festival. The gallery is open 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday, Fri-

day and Saturday; 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Sunday; and by appoint-
ment. Info: lightartspace.com.

• a)s p...”A”© e   Stu-
dio•Art•Gallery presents 
“Dream Devas,” paintings 
by Ann Lowe. Lowe said she 
set an intention and opened 
a space to merge forms with 
the canvasses she prepares 
with wrinkles. “When I start 
painting I look into the wrin-
kles and that’s when the Deva 
shapes emerge,” she said. “I 
never know what will ap-
pear.”  The gallery is open 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday to 
Sunday, 110 West 7th St., in 
Silver City. Info: aspace.stu-
diogallery@gmail.com, 575-
538-3333.

ALAMOGORDO

• Otero Arts presents a 
trio of emerging artists in 
July. The exhibit will feature 
three women artists, Carla 
Kerr, Karen Townsend and 
Pamela Vigo Sanchez who 
have begun painting and 
drawing in recent years. Kerr 
is an author and actress who 
recently was part of the cast 
of the play “Ghost Town” that 
premiered at the Artspace in 
2023. Townsend also began 
painting recently. Like many, 
she developed an interest in 
art during her high school 
years under the instruction 
of her art teacher. After a 
career as a dental tech and 
raising children, she recently 
returned to studying painting. 
Vigo Sanchez has had a long-
time love of horses. She 

began sketching and then 
transitioned to ink drawings 
with watercolors and graphics 
to capture a horse’s many 
moods. The exhibition opens 
with a reception 5-8 p.m. on 
July 5 at the Artspace, 1118 
Indiana Avenue. The gallery 
is open 1-4 p.m. Thursday 
to Sunday every week. Info: 
oteroarts.org.

CLOUDCROFT

• The Cloudcroft Art Soci-
ety (CAS) is once again proud 
to invite everyone to its 4th of 
July Art Show at the Nivison 
Library/Community Center 
in Cloudcroft. The CAS show 
will be held in the back room 
of the building. Please en-
ter through the side entrance 
as repairs are ongoing to the 
front. The exhibit features 
original art works by CAS 
members to include paintings 
in several media, photography 
and photo-artistic art, pottery, 
basketry, glass work, gourd 
art, greeting cards and more. 
Show dates and hours are 10 
a.m-5 p.m. Saturday July 6 
and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday 
July 7.  The gallery is open 
throughout the summer from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Satur-
day. This year’s exhibits fea-
ture original art works by CAS 
members to include paintings 
in several media, photography 
and photo-artistic art, pottery, 
basketry, greeting cards and 
more. Info: ccartsociety@
gmail.com.

ARTS + OPPORTUNITIES

Arts Scene
Upcoming area art happenings

ART SCENE 

continued on page 14

Above: “Still Life” by Karen Townsend is part of the 
emerging artists show at Otero ArtSpace in Alamogor-
do. (Courtesy Photo)
Below: The Fire and Fiber show with the Potter’s Guild 
of Las Cruces Las Cruces is at the Deming Art Center 
for July. (Courtesy Photo)
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DEMING
• The Potter’s Guild of Las Cru-

ces presents the July 2024 Fire and 
Fiber Show at the Deming Arts 
Center. There are 18 artisans and 
more than 30 artworks. Works vary 
from elaborate pottery and macrame 
hangings to fine figurative sculpture 
with a bit of fiber. There are ravens, 
tortoises, and ancient cliff dwellings 
to a warrior goddess with a tile and 

fiber crown. All work is for sale. 

There will be a time to meet the 
artists, 1-2:30 p.m., Sunday, July 7. 
The Deming Arts Center is at 100 S. 
Gold St., Deming. The gallery hours 
are 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday 
and 10 a.m.-1 p.m. on Saturday. 
Info: 575-546-3663 and at deming-
arts.org. 

TRUTH OR  
CONSEQUENCES

• RioBravoFineArt, 110 North 

Broadway in Truth or Consequenc-
es, presents “The Quest, The 
Struggle, The Journey,” a retro-
spective of work by Dave Barnett 
will be up through July 21. This 
much anticipated show will fill 
all three of the main-level gallery 
spaces. Barnett creates bold imag-
es of Southwestern flora and fauna, 
bosque and mountain landscapes, 
small town street scenes and geo-
logic formations, both large and 
small. Rio Bravo Fine Arts Gallery 
is at 110 N. Broadway in Truth or 

ART SCENE

continued from page 13

Work by Kakuko Ishii is on display Las Cruces Museum of Art as 
part of “Washi Transformed: New Expressions in Japanese Art,” 
featuring nine contemporary Japanese artists. (Courtesy Photo)

Visit Historic Downtown Silver City!

   
  W

he
re

 Fa
shio

n Meets Attitude

S i l v e r  C i t y  N

M

808 N. Bullard, Silver City NM
Open Tues-Sat 10-4 (closed Sun-Mon)

Faceook@silverthreadscompany

MAGICAL • MYSTICAL
METAPHYSICAL
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505A N. Bullard • Silver City

silvercitymystic

Only $75 a month
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575-519-8582
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barry@desertexposure.com
to find out how! Advertise your business here!
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Consequences. Info: rio-
bravofineartgallery.com.

LAS CRUCES
• At the Las Cruces Mu-

seum of Art, “Washi Trans-
formed: New Expressions in 
Japanese Art” spotlights the 
works of nine contemporary 
Japanese artists who explore 
the artistic potential of hand-
made washi by pushing its 
boundaries in terms of texture, 
dimension and scale. The ex-

hibit is on view through Aug. 
10. The museum is located at 
491 N. Main St. and is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
Saturday. Info: lascruces.gov/
museums or 575-541-2137.

• The Mesilla Valley Fine 
Arts Gallery, 2470-A Calle 
de Guadalupe, across from the 
historic Fountain Theatre fea-
tures two local artists for the 

month of July: Noel Sandino 
and John Glass. 

Sandino is a multi-disci-
plinary abstract artist who 
uses bold colors and ex-
pressive ideas in her fine art 
printmaking. Glass, a water-
colorist, is originally from ru-
ral Indiana and settled in the 
mountains outside of Deming. 
His pursuit of art is a daily 
routine. From 4-6 p.m. on July 
6 the gallery celebrates Frida 
Kahlo’s birthday with a party 

and display of Kahlo inspired 
artwork. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Info: 575-
522-2933, mesillavalleyfin-
earts.com.

• “Making as Knowing · 
When I was Here, Thinking 
of There” will run through 
July 20 in New Mexico State 
University’s Devasthali Hall 
and features work from MFA 
candidates Karly Jean Kainz 
and Blanca Martinez as they 

explore ideas of home and 
personal ritual. From 5 to 6 
p.m. Saturday, July 13, “Lote-
ria Game Nights” will close 
out the summer activities. 
Martinez invites the commu-
nity to join her in playing Lo-
teria, a tradition and game that 
has inspired some of her work 
in the exhibition. Curated in 
response to the exhibition and 
its events, UAM Collections 
Curator Courtney Uldrich 
and graduate assistant Oliv-

ia Juedeman are presenting a 
selection of works from NM-
SU’s Permanent Art Collec-
tion. “Selections from the 
NMSU Permanent Art Col-
lection: 2024 MFA Thesis 
Exhibition” continues until 
July 20. Visit uam.nmsu.edu 
for more information on the 
artists and the exhibition. The 
UAM is open from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday 
at 1308 E. University Ave. in 
Las Cruces.

Bike Sales & Service
DIY Tool Stations
(575)388-1444  

 914 N. Pope St.,  Silver City NM
bikeworksnm.org

Books in diverse genres for all ages, Vinyl, 
Literary Gifts, Comics, Cards, Folk instru-

ments including ukes and djembe

810 N. Bullard

Open Monday-Saturday 10-5

www.avalonbookstore.com

575-956-6129

Books in diverse genres for all ages 
Vinyl, Literary Gifts, Comics, Movies, 

 Folk instruments including ukes and djembe 

810 N. Bullard • Open Monday-Saturday 10-5
www.avalonbookstore.com • 575-956-6129

Books in diverse genres for all ages 
Vinyl, Literary Gifts, Comics, Movies, 

 Folk instruments including ukes and djembe 

810 N. Bullard • Open Monday-Saturday 10-5
www.avalonbookstore.com • 575-956-6129

Thank you for keeping our community vibrant!

Advertise your business here!

Only $35 a month
Call 575-519-8582

or email barry@desertexposure.com
to find out how!
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by Elva K. Österreich

Leading the efforts for putting 
together the Silver City 2024 
CLAY Festival Market Susan 

Mach is no stranger to sharing her wares 
in market settings. The festival is July 
22-28. 

Going to college with a focus on print 
making, Mach fell in love with clay after 
she got out.

“I went into the peace corps, enjoyed 
the simplicity of hand building and firing 
and started taking more classes at com-
munity college,” she said.

Mach taught high school in Ontario, 
Calif. for 23 years. She said she got to re-
build the ceramics program there. Three 
years ago, she moved to Silver City.

“A big part of it was the arts commu-
nity here and knowing there was a good 
group of clay artists here,” she said. “I 
started submitting to the clay fest. Mel-
anie Zipin asked if I wanted to join, and 
I’ve been busy ever since.

This year she has had her hands 
full organizing the market part of the 
festival.

“It’s been fun,” she said, “Emailing 
back and forth to artists. There is such 
a great connection between (Silver 
City and) Tucson and northern New 
Mexico. I have loved walking through 
the market to see what people are 
making. It is an international show 
and it’s interesting to see the styles 
people are working in.”

The market will be open 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Saturday, July 27, and 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Sunday, July 28. More than 15 lo-
cal and visiting southwest clay artists 
will present a variety of functional and 
sculptural work for sale. She said there 
will be live music at the market, with 
Peter Dahl-Bredine and Marc Yaxley on 
Saturday and Barry Namm on Sunday. 
Food will also be for sale at the venue.  

The market takes place in the ball-
room of the downtown Murray Hotel, 
200 W. Broadway St. in Silver City. En-
trance is free.

The theme for the juried exhibit this 
year is “From the Earth,” Mach said. 
This exhibit is held across the street 
from the hotel at Light Art Space Gal-
lery, 209 W. Broadway.

Festival Focus on Craft 
Silver City event brings artisans from across the southwest

Claude Smith III works in his studio. (Photo courtesy Susan Mach) Susan Mach has plenty of experience showing her ceramic work at arts and clay markets. For the 2024 
CLAY Festival in Silver City instead of having her own booth, she is organizing the market event. 
(Photo courtesy Susan Mach)

oteroarts.org

"Emerging Artists" 
C. Kerr, K.Townsend & P. Sanchez

Opening July 5, 2024, 5-7 pm - Thru July 28
Gallery Open Thursday thru Sunday 1-4 

1118 Indiana Avenue, Alamogordo

The Gila Friends Meeting 
(Quaker) invites you to

bring a chair and
come together in a period of 

quiet contemplation. 

Sunday August 4, 2024

12:30 p.m.

Gough Park Pavilion

in Silver City

Hiroshima Peace Day Remembrance

Everyone is welcome.

Aileen Shepherd
Doctor of Oriental Medicine

Acupuncture & Herbal Medicine

PAIN RELIEF, HEADACHES, INSOMNIA, STRESS REDUCTION,  
DIGESTION, IMMUNITY ISSUES, PMS/MENOPAUSE,  

EMOTIONAL BALANCING & LONGEVITY

Monday-Thursday by Appt. Only

109 W. Broadway ~ Silver City, NM
(575) 956-5662
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“Jarod Tso is the visiting artist,” 
she added. “I always enjoy seeing who 
will be here giving workshops there 
is always some great artists for work-
shops.” 

In addition to a workshop with Tso, 
there will be “The Pigment Hunting 
Workshop” with Scott Sutton and 
“Clay Carving Workshop” with Ath-
ena Steen. Both of these workshops 
will take place at Whiskey Creek Zó-
calo. The “Painted Pot Workshop” with 
Bede Clarke will be held at Diana In-

galls Leyba Studio and Gallery.
In honor of CLAY Festival week and 

ceramics in general, Bear Mountain 
Lodge (60 Bear Mountain Ranch Rd., 
Silver City) serves a special brunch 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday, July 28. 
The creative menu and price can be 
found on the website. Reservations are 
necessary. 

For further information on the 
CLAY Festival and Market, visit clay-
festival.com.

Festival Focus on Craft 
Silver City event brings artisans from across the southwest

Susan Mach has plenty of experience showing her ceramic work at arts and clay markets. For the 2024 
CLAY Festival in Silver City instead of having her own booth, she is organizing the market event. 
(Photo courtesy Susan Mach)

Lizzie Slegeir’s ceramic mugs and other creations will be available at her 
booth for the 2024 CLAY Festival Market at the Murray Hotel July 27 and 
28. (Photo courtesy Susan Mach)

Corner Florida & Columbus Hwy. 
PO Box 191, Deming, NM

(575)546-3922
FREE ESTIMATES
ROHAN STITES, OWNER
SILVER CITY, NM • WWW.ADOBETECHNIQUES.COM

ADOBE TECHNIQUES, LLC
Concrete Pumping & Decorative Gravel,  

Shotcrete, Slabs, Block Laying,  
Bobcat, Dirt, Gravel and Pavers

575-574-5956
LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED (#367590)

Do you enjoy

Desert Dumbfounder
by Dave Thomas in Desert Exposure?

If so, try out the 

SOCORRO STUMPER
Weekly in el Defensor Chieftain, and online  

at www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm!
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by Elva K. Österreich

Jared Tso, a fourth generation 
Diné potter, is the visiting art-
ist for this year’s CLAY Festival, 

July 22-28.  The festival includes several 
workshops, a juried show and the CLAY 
Market. 

After getting his degree in electrical 
engineering and working as an engineer 
for a number of years, Tso backed up and 
returned to his roots. After returning to 
school to earn a master’s in fine arts at 
the University of New Mexico, now he em-
braces his position as a fourth-generation 
potter, living in Nahata Dziil, just outside 
Sanders, Ariz. 

 For the CLAY Festival he will be lead-
ing a five-day workshop on the Western 
New Mexico University campus involving 
some of the traditional building and firing 

techniques he uses in his work.  He also is 
serving as the juror for “From the Earth,” 
the festival’s July 4-28 exhibition held at 
Light Art Space Gallery in downtown Sil-
ver City (209 W. Broadway Street).  

The experience of being a lone juror was 
a new one for Tso.

“Every artist has a different approach,” 
he said. “There is never a universal equa-
tion as to how to figure out that flow.”

As a juror, one must realize everyone 
has their own biases, he said.

“I try to look at what the artist was try-
ing to convey, what their technique is,” 
he said. “I also tried to gather a group 
of work that could tell a story together – 
how each piece of a different artist might 
complement each other. I tried to think of 
novelty where I could kind of see the art-
ists through their work rather than just 
the piece.”

‘From the Earth’ 
Jared Tso featured for CLAY Festival

CELEBRATE CLAY

Jared Tso works the clay during a 
demonstration at the Scottsdale King 
Gallery. (Photo by Peter Held of Peter Held 
Art Appraisals & Associates, LLC)

Jared Tso (Courtesy photo)
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His experience with developing his own 
shows and growing his work has taught 
him a lot. Represented by King Galleries in 
Santa Fe and Scottsdale, Arizona, he said 
the galleries are supportive of the artist’s 
ideas. 

The themes he works with might depend 
on details as a show develops.

“The details develop as I make the work,” 
Tso said. “You might get the aha moment 
on pot four or five. You have to plan ahead 
but also embrace the process and see where 
it takes you. Sometimes you just have to 
start working with clay to see, find that 
spark.”

As of late, he said, his work has been 
overlapping more with the contemporary 
ceramic world, which has been sort of iso-
lated from the native clay world.

Spending last summer at Archie Bray in 
Montana, a well-known contemporary ce-

ramic space, Tso found just being around 
those potters a very different experience. 
Over time being exposed to more differenc-
es of form and ideas about what makes a 
good pot have influences his work.

“I’m just fine tuning now,” he said. “Pay-
ing more attention to the rim or the foot.”

Using traditional processes, Tso doesn’t 
use a wheel for his brand, he said. But he 
does throw in the wheel for projects that 
are fun.

“I don’t sell that work,” he said. “I mostly 
do it to encourage an overall fluency with 
the material – fine tune what I do. It com-
plements my work elsewhere.”

All his gallery and sale work is coil-built 
and fired in the ground. Test firing those 
is the tricky part, he said, “some became 
sacrificial in the learning process.” 

Much of Tso’s inspiration has come from 
working with his uncle in the studio, he 

said, “…how we talk about family designs, 
how it might overlap with the style, how it 
relates with my family.”

His interest in clay and pottery grew ear-
ly from observing technology and engineer-
ing in some of the earliest art forms. He 
saw the computations needed in baskets 
and weaving. There was more clay overlap 
with practical forms than as fine art and 
he wondered why the forms drifted so far 
apart. It led to collaborations with weav-
ers, including dyed wool in the vessels he 
was building.

“I’m excited for being invited, for the 
workshop,” Tso said. “It’s been a while 
since I have taught something like this. I 
enjoy teaching.”

For further information on the CLAY 
Festival and Market, visitclayfestival.com.

Jared Tso is developing a body or 
work celebrating the significance 
of sheep and rams alike. (Photo 
Courtesy Silver City CLAY Festival)

Jarrod-Black Mouth Cur, tan with 
black mask, 5 year old male

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Ebony-German Shepherd, 
black, 10 month old female

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Brandy-Shepherd X, tan with 
black mask, 3 year old female

SPONSORED BY
MONIKA AND JOHN

Bentely-Golden Doodle, black and 
white, 4 month old male

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Fila- DSH, silver tabby, 
1-2 year old female

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE

Sylvester- DSH, black and 
white, 9 week old male

SPONSORED BY
BERT STEINZIG

Fluffy- DMH, Tortie, 
1-2 year old female

SPONSORED BY HIGH DESERT
HUMANE SOCIETY BOARD

Lyna- DSH, silver tabby, 
6 month old female

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

Dolla- DSH, brown tabby, 
2 year old female

SPONSORED BY
GILA ANIMAL CLINIC

Dora- DSH, Tortie, 
8 week old female

SPONSORED BY
HIGH DESERT HUMAN SOC.

3050 Cougar Wy, Silver City NM • 575-538-9261 • PO Box 1973 Silver City, NM 88062
Lobby open Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-5:30, Satudays 8:30am-5:00pm.  

Animal viewing is from 11:00am to close of business. Closed Sunday and Monday.
ADOPT-A-PET SPONSORED BY YOUR LOCAL PET LOVERS!

The High Desert Humane Society

To Join The PeT Page conTacT 
DeserT exPosure aT

575-524-8061

DonaTions neeDeD!
We WanT To exPanD anD builD a neW

aDoPTion cenTer. Please helP!

Petal-Shepherd/Heeler X, tri 
color, 5 month old female

SPONSORED BY
CHARIS MOSELY

Halona-Great Pyrenees, white 
with tan, 3 month old female

SPONSORED BY
DESERT EXPOSURE
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‘Following ‘Dangerous Dan’ 
Nonprofit looks to bring hidden history to light

HISTORICAL ADVENTURES

by Elva K. Österreich

When “Dangerous 
Dan” Tucker ap-
peared in south-

ern New Mexico, he played 
many roles, including deputy 
sheriff, town marshal, depu-
ty United States marshal, 
train agent and livestock in-
spector.

He was appointed as dep-
uty sheriff of Silver City by 
Sheriff Harvey Whitehill in 
1876 and became the first 
Marshall of Silver City in 
1878, the same year as the 
Territorial Charter. Tucker 
was not one to back down 
and earned his title of “Dan-

gerous Dan” with his deadly 
methods of keeping order.

In Silver City a non-prof-
it group, Hidden History of 
Silver City’s Old West, has 
taken on the job of making 
sure Tucker and other most-
ly unknown characters are 
remembered.

Two of the organizers, Ben 
Fredricksen and Gayle Tren-
berth, said they would like 
to see more western history 
come to light in Grant County.

Fredricksen found a book 
at the Silver City Museum, 
“Dangerous Dan Tucker: 
New Mexico’s Deadly Law-
man,” by Bob Alexander and 
became fascinated.

“I just read the book and 
it impressed me so much, I 
pursued it,” he said. “This 
guy has a big connection with 
Wyatt Earp and Doc Holi-
day.  He didn’t fool around, 
he took care of business and 

nowadays we wouldn’t like 
the way he did it.”

Trenberth said the group 
has located some of the old 
building sites where Tuck-
er earned his reputation, 
like the Centennial Saloon, 
where today’s Manzanita 
Ridge store is. 

“He had a shootout in that 
saloon,” she said. “There are 
just interesting stories and it 
put us on a path.”

It was stories of Tucker 
that put the nonprofit on its 
path of discovery, she said.

They started with a “Dan-
gerous Dan” Tucker display 
which can be found at the Ice 
Cream Emporium, 312 N. 

Bullard St. Silver City. Now, 
Trenberth said, they are en-
visioning more hidden histo-
ry spaces in local businesses.

“We could do women of the 
of the old west, the indige-
nous cultures, the migrants, 
the Jewish settlers or the 
Chinese,” she said. “If we got 
about five locations we could 
tie into the walking tour 
here, visitors can browse the 
shop and make it more of an 
interactive tour.

“You don’t realize what 
has happened here in sil-
ver city,” Fredricksen said. 
“There was a lady in Dead-
wood, South Dakota who won 
6,000 bucks here in Silver 
City. Six thousand bucks at 
that time was like $300,000 
dollars in today’s money and 
that’s a big deal. She took 
her winnings to Deadwood 
and bought a whorehouse.”

Trenberth said it’s excit-
ing to feel like they are able 
to give something back to 
the city and work to open 
up an area that hasn’t been 
opened.

“We’ve been here eight 
years now and we see stuff 

that used to be here,” Fred-
ricksen said. “Like the nar-
row-gauge railroad from the 
Hearst mine. There was a lot 
of different things that are 
kind of lost.”

He said people make a big 
deal over Billy the Kid who 
was a bad guy and it’s time 
to recognize a good guy too 
with Tucker.

By his own account, Tuck-
er said he was “obliged to kill 
eight men” in Grant Coun-
ty alone. Overall, Tucker 
was involved in some dozen 
shooting scrapes and was 
shot four times.

In Silver City, he managed 
to stop the discharging of 
firearms on the city streets. 
He also killed a thief while 
trying to escape and was 
engaged in a gunfight with 
three horse thieves in a Sil-
ver City saloon, killing two of 
them and wounding a third. 

Tucker was subsequent-
ly sent to various areas to 
“clean up” the towns, includ-
ing Shakespeare and Dem-
ing. Find more about him 
at dangerousdantucker.com, 
the nonprofit’s website.

Call 575-538-2538 or email 
info@bearmountainlodge.com

“The Gila 100”

A celebration 
of 
photography 
of the Gila 
Wilderness

2024 is the 
Centennial 
of the �rst 
wilderness 

area in
the United 

States.

Edition of 
1,000, 

published by 
Mimbres Press 

and 
photography 

by Jay 
Hemphill

Bear Mountain Lodge
60 Bear Mountain Ranch Road, Silver City

Now available 
for preorder 
pickup
or purchase.
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What makes  
your story 

true?
Zoom Sessions 

Available

nativeheartseed.com

 575-284-6662
scott@nativeheartseed.comMFA, 

ACC

Scott  
Plate

Silver City, NM

Embrace a healthier life!
Find healing and joy, growth and freedom 

 in this adventure called living.

Integrative PsychologyIntegrative Psychology
Gayle Trenberth, Ph.D.

575-404-0630Individuals •  Couples • Groups
Medicare Provider • drgayletrenberth.com

2 LOCATIONS

1280 E. 32nd St. 
(575)388-1889

1618 E. Pine St.
(575)388-1561

E.  PINE STREET LOCATION EAST 32ND STREET LOCATION
Victor Nwachuku, MD (OB/GYN)

Michelle Diaz, MD (OB/GYN)

Anne Jones, CNM (OB/GYN)

Randi Murphy, NP 
(Primary Care, Family, Pediatrics

Anna Rogers, MD (Primary, Family, OB)

Denise Galaz, NP (Primary, Family, Ped)

Candace Laramore, NP (Primary, Family,  
                                                                         Pediatric)Amber Rose King, NP  
(Primary Care Pediatrics)

www.cassiehealthcenter.com

OPEN  Thur. & Fri. 9-5
Saturday 10 - 3  

thisandthatsilvercity.com

313 13th Street, Suite B

Enter on Hudson
across from Blake’s Parking lot 

or by 13th St. 

ANY PURCHASE
10% OFF

with this ad

REDUCE and ELIMINATE PAIN
ENJOY MORE ENERGY

• Acupuncture with Massage
• Private Treatment
• Community/Group-Style Acupuncture

575-956-6813 • drcat@zianet.com 
 FeelGoodAgainHealthCare.com

Provider for BCBS, TriWest CCN, Presbyterian,  
UHC & Others  Se Habla Español

Caterina Di Palma

SmithRealEstate.com
(575) 538-5373

or 1-800-234-0307

505 W. College Avenue
PO Box 1290

Silver City NM 88062

New mobile-friendly 
website with all  

Silver City MLS listings!
REAL ESTATE
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Property Management
&

The moon over my treehouse
Little burglars invade my library

DESERT SAGE | ALGERNON D’AMMASSA

We realized we had 
grown complacent as 
homeowners when 

we discovered neighborhood chil-
dren wandering in our back yard 
one evening.

They had let themselves in 
through a gate with a broken lock. 
We found them exploring items at 
the rear of our house and chased 
them away. They had also discov-
ered the detached garage we reno-
vated for use as a home-schooling, 
exercise and storage room.

Upstairs of that is my personal 
library: A space I do not occupy 
nearly enough for my liking, as 
witnessed by the clutter. I walked 
up the wooden steps leading to 
my “treehouse” and found the 

lights turned on.
One reason for leaving that 

door unlocked was that I encour-
age my own children to make un-
authorized visits to this place, to 
flip on the window air-conditioner 
or ceiling fans, hang around and 
explore the shelves, picking up 
anything that interests them. This 
was the policy of my own child-
hood, my parents both having siz-
able collections of books, with the 
proviso that I handle every item 
with care and didn’t leave a mess.

Extending such an invitation 
to unacquainted children who 
might have been looking for other 
things, who might not be trusted 
to demonstrate care and courtesy, 
was not my intention, I considered 

while assessing any damages. 
Happily, I found none: The Bud-
dha statue and meditation sup-
plies were undisturbed, the desk 
and cabinets seemed untouched, 
and the disarray I found could 
only be blamed on me. It was as 
if the visitors had taken one look 
from the doorway, noted a dusty 
room full of books, and moved on 
to explore other spaces for more 
interesting items.

They were hardly more interest-
ed than my own children in what 
might be found among the books, 
magazines and DVDs on open 
display in this quiet room. The 
meditation cushion and mat set 
up on the floor, an open invitation 
to take a mind off one’s load, has 

never interested them, either. In a 
world where streaming services 
decide what choices of media 
are available to us, my children, 
including one who is inseparable 
from a phone I don’t recall autho-
rizing in the first place, exhibit 
no curiosity about exploring my 
shelves, pulling occasional items 
off and investigating. The seven-
year-old did once, but has stopped 
visiting since video games monop-
olized his imagination. If I set up a 
scavenger hunt among my books, 
they might play; but they won’t 
walk away with anything to read 
or watch. 

Much less would I expect oth-
er children, who may not be sur-
rounded by books and musical 

instruments and curious objects, 
to sneak into my library and 
browse. It is a charming fantasy, 
to be sure, to think of someone 
slipping into the treehouse to look 
through a book, sit on a zafu, chill 
out and slip away, perhaps leaving 
a charred incense stick behind as 
a trace. 

Would I mind? Not particular-
ly; but surely it’s a dream. With 
some sadness, I locked the door 
though it felt ill to restrict a space 
for reading and meditation. Here, I 
gave way to other concerns, even 
as I recalled the tale of the soli-
tary monk Ryõkan, looking on as 
a thief took what few possessions 
he had, and observing that the 
thief couldn’t take the moon.

Algernon D’Ammassa 
married into Deming and 
has been raising a family in 
Luna County since 2008.
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By Jim and Henry Duchene

My two favorite fast-
food restaurants 
are Dairy Queen 

and Chick-fil-A.
Let me tell you why.
It’s not just the Pump-

kin Pie Blizzards and Pep-
permint Shakes, which are 
available seasonally. It’s 
the free food I get with each 
purchase. You see, at the 
bottom of their receipts are 
online surveys. Take them 
and, for your trouble, you’ll 
earn a complimentary Dilly 
Bar at Dairy Queen or chick-
en sandwich at Chick-fil-A. 
And free, my friends, is my 
preferred price point.

Unfortunately, the offer 
only comes out occasionally 
on the Chick-fil-A receipts, 
while they’re on the bot-
tom of every Dairy Queen 
receipt. That makes Dairy 
Queen my favorite fast food 
restaurant by default. If you 
think I can be easily bought, 
you’re right.

The only problem is, un-
less Dairy Queen’s policy 
has changed, customers can 
only get a free Dilly Bar 

once every thirty days. I 
think this is a scam, because 
why shouldn’t faithful Dairy 
Queen customers qualify for 
a free Dilly Bar with every 
purchase? When I go back 
for the free Dilly Bar, I usu-
ally buy something else, so 
that would be a sale they 
wouldn’t have gotten other-
wise. Despite what it sounds 
like, I’m not cheap. Just fru-
gal. Although, when I die, 
I’m sure when I go toward 
the light I’ll probably turn it 
off as I pass. 

I get around the 30-day 
stipulation by first taking 
the survey on my computer. 
The next survey I’ll fill out 
on my smartphone. After 
that I’ll use my iPad. Then 
I’ll borrow my wife’s phone. 
Or my daughter’s. As long as 
I have a family I’ll never run 
out of Dilly Bars.

I go to Dairy Queen once 
a week. On Mondays, I take 
my nine-year-old grand-
daughter to her piano les-
son, and, on the way back, 
I treat her to a kid’s meal. 
Usually a cheeseburger. She 
likes it plain and dry. She 
won’t eat it otherwise.

 “I want nothing on it 
but the cheese and patty,” 
I tell whoever is behind the 
cash register. “No lettuce, 
no tomatoes, no pickles. No 
mustard, no mayonnaise, no 
special sauces.”

So far they’ve always 
gotten my order right, but 
you’d be surprised how of-
ten employees at other fast 
food franchises get an order 
wrong. I don’t want to name 
names, but, if you’re famil-
iar with the song The Name 
Game by Shirley Ellis, it 
rhymes with banana-fa-
na-fo-fonalds.

 “Please, please, please 
make sure the fries are 
hot,” I’ll continue, because 
lukewarm fries are another 
deal-breaker.

I don’t know why she’s 
so picky. Myself, I can eat 
anything. My wife, who is 
beautiful but also particu-
lar, doesn’t understand how 
I can  eat something that 
didn’t come exactly as ad-
vertised.

 “I thought you ordered a 
hamburger.”

 “I did.”
“That’s a fish sandwich.”

“I’ll survive.”
Now the reason I 

told you all that is be-
cause I ran into a situation 
recently. It was bedtime, and 
I was at the tail end of filling 
out one of those surveys. I 
only had a few questions 
left when my granddaughter 
came into my room.

“Can you tuck me in?” she 
asked.

She likes me to tuck her 
in.

“I’ll be there in a minute,” 
I told her.

Her eyes widened. I had 
never not jumped to her 
command before. I’m not 
saying she has me wrapped 
around her little finger, but 
if I did I wouldn’t be lying.

“Why?” she wanted to 
know.

“I’m doing a survey for 
a free Dilly Bar and I only 
have a few questions left,” I 
told her.

She lowered her eyes.
“You love Dilly Bars more 

than you love me,” she said 
and left the room.

“Is grandpa going to tuck 
you in?” I heard her mother 
ask as she passed the living 

room.
“All he cares about is his 

Dilly Bars,” she said.
I hate to say it, but I fin-

ished the survey anyway. 
After writing  down the val-
idation number, I put away 
my computer and went to 
tuck her in. She was already 
in bed.

“You love Dilly Bars more 
than you love me,” she re-
peated.

“That’s not true,” I told 
her, “I love you more than 
anything.”

“Except Dilly Bars.”
“I love you more than Dilly 

Bars,” I assured her.
“More than Dilly Bars?” 

she said.
“Of course I do.”
“How about pizza?”
“Yes, more than pizza.”
“Even hamburgers?”
    “Even hamburgers.”
She was satisfied, and I 

was able to kiss her good-
night without further inci-
dent.

The next day, I came 
home after being out and 
my wife had some bad 
news for me. My grand-
daughter had eaten my 
last Dilly Bar.

“Don’t tell grandpa,” 
she told her grandmother. 
“He’ll get mad.”

Fast Food Favorites
“Who stole my Dilly Bar?”

RAISINGDAD

NEW!
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Includes salsa and chips
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MAY WE SUGGEST:

1810 South Ridge Rd., Silver City - next to Chevron

Call
575-538-0850

“You become responsible forever
for what you’ve tamed.” - Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

scottthomson1949@gmail.com

Scott
Thomson

Horsemanship
Silver City, NM
(575)388-1830

Mesilla Book Center
• Books about the West, Mexico, horses,

cowboys, Native Americans & More
• Children’s books & Toys

• Gifts & more

‘Some of the best books never make the bestseller lists’

On the Plaza • (575) 526-6220
Tue-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm • Sun 1 pm-5 pm, 

Closed Mon
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Neal McCoy
July 3

What’s Happening
Events you won’t want to miss in July

DA Fireworks
Concert 
July 4

EVENTS

MONDAY, July 1

Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United Meth-
odist Church, 314 W. College 
St. Silver City, Use the side 
entrance
575-956-7186

WEDNESDAY, July 3
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 at 
the corner of Clark Road, 
Gila
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3 p.m. at the New 
Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T 
or C. Square dancing and 
refreshments
575-313-9971 or  
505-804-3842

Socorro County
Neal McCoy Independence 
Celebration concert
Ticketed
7 p.m. at the Socorro Rodeo 
Facility on Rodeo Drive in 
Socorro
socorronm.org

Doña Ana County 
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces 
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown,  
Las Cruces

farmersandcraftsmarket
oflascruces.com

Electric 5K & One-mile 
Fun Run
7:30 a.m. start at Meer-
scheidt Recreation Center, 
1600 E. Hadley Ave.,  
Las Cruces 
runsignup.com/Race/
Events/NM/LasCruces/
LCElectric5k

Swing on the Plaza
7-11 p.m. on Plaza de 
 Las Cruces Downtown 
 Las Cruces
575-541-2290

Electric Light Parade
9 p.m. begins at Apodaca 
Park, 801 E. Madrid Ave. 
and travels south on Solano 
Drive, Las Cruces 
575-541-2454

THURSDAY,  July 4
Grant County
40th Annual Ice Cream 
Social, Ice cream, live 
music and activities
11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Silver 

City Muesum Courtyard, 312 
W. Broadway St., Silver City
silvercitymuseumsociety.org

Pop-Up performances
All day, all around downtown 
Silver City
575-313-5891

Luna County
Fourth of July Parade 
10 a.m., West on Pine to 
Gold, south on Gold to 
Poplar in Deming
575-546-9501

Otero County
Big Bang Festival
10 a.m.-5 p.m. at New 

Mexico Museum of Space 
History, 3198 State Route 
2001, Alamogordo
spacehalloffame.org

4th of July Parade
1 p.m., from Oregon Avenue 
along 10th Street to New 
York Avenue. Alamogordo
575-439-4279

July 4th Fireworks 
Extravaganza Drive In
6-10 p.m. at at New Mexico 
Museum of Space History, 
3198 State Route 2001, 
Alamogordo
spacehalloffame.org
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continued on page 26

Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3:30 p.m. at the New 
Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. in T or C
575-313-9971 or 505-804-
3842

Socorro County
Live music: All day
Includes Al Hurricane Jr. 
and Nathaniel Krantz Band

11 a.m. at the Socorro Rodeo 
Facility on Rodeo Drive in 
Socorro
socorronm.org

Fireworks Display
9:15 p.m. at the New Mexico 
Tech Energetic Materials 
Research and Testing 
Center, 1001 South Road in 
Socorro
socorronm.org

Doña Ana County
City of Anthony 
4th of July Parade
9 a.m., at the city Municipal 
Complex
cityofanthonynm.com

Fourth of July Concert 
and Fireworks
Black Jacket Symphony 
performs
6 p.m. concert; 9:45 p.m. 
fireworks at Pat and Lou 
Sisbarro Community Park, 
3205 Arrowhead Drive, 
NMSU campus, Las Cruces
575-541-2550

FRIDAY, July 5

Grant County
First Friday at the 
Galleries
5-7 p.m. Across downtown 
Silver City 
silvercityart.com

4th of July After Party
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Live Music:Lottie & the 
Ohm Wreckers
Music to dance to 
7 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Launch Pad Lecture
9-10 a.m. at the Museum of 
Space History, 3198 State 
Road 2001,  Alamogordo
nmspacemuseum.org

TUESDAY, July 9
Doña Ana County
First Friday Fine Arts Flea 
Market
5-9 p.m. on Plaza de Las 

Cruces Downtown Las 
Cruces
505-737-3278

SATURDAY, July 6
Grant County
Silver City Farmers Market 
9 a.m.-noon.  901 N. Pope St. 
in Silver City
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Independence Day Patio 
Party With DJ Rotton Candy 
and Blues Dawg 
3 p.m. and 8 p.m. at Little 
Toad Creek Brewery & 
Distillery, 200 N. Bullard St. 
Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County 
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 
1987 White Sands Blvd. in 
Alamogordo

farmersmarketsnm.org

Sierra County
Sierra County Farmers 
Market
8:30-noon a.m., Ralph 
Edwards Park, 300 N. 
Riverside Drive, T or C
sierracountyfarmers
market5@gmail.com

Starlight Concert Series
6 p.m. at the Black Range 
Lodge, 50 Kinston Main St. 
in Kingston
575-895-5652

Old Time Fiddlers 
Saturday Dance
7 p.m. at the Old Time 
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm 
St., Truth or Consequences

Al Hurricane Jr.
July 4
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Fireworks at Elephant 
Butte Lake
8:30 p.m. at Elephante Butte 
Lake State Park, 101 High-
way 195 in Elephant Butte
575-744-5023

Luna County
Saturday morning 
breakfast
8-10 a.m. at the Deming 
American Legion Bataan 
Post 4, 619 W. Spruce St., 
Deming
575-546-8385

Doña Ana County
Sunrise over the 
Ruins Day
Site opens at 6 a.m., tour 
at 9 at Fort Selden Historic 
Site, 1280 Fort Selden Road, 
Radium Springs 
575-526-8911

Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarketo-
flascruces.com

All About Rattlesnakes
10 a.m., at Fort Selden His-
toric Site, 1280 Fort Selden 
Road, Radium Springs 
575-526-8911

Frida Kahlo Birthday 
Fiesta Film and party 
2 p.m. at the Fountain The-
atre, 2469 Calle de Guada-
lupe, Mesilla
mesillavalleyfilm.org

SUNDAY, July 7
Grant County
Live Music: Mineral Hill
Salty Americana 
1-4 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Sierra County
Black Cat Poetry Reading
1-2:15 p.m. at Ingo’s Art Cafe, 
422 Broadway Ave.  T or C
575-551-8186

MONDAY, July 8
Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United Meth-
odist Church, 314 W. College 
St. Silver City, Use the side 
entrance
575-956-7186

TUESDAY, July 9
Doña Ana County
Swing on the Plaza
7-11 p.m. on Plaza de Las 
Cruces Downtown Las 
Cruces
575-541-2290

WEDNESDAY, July 10
Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcrafts 
marketoflascruces.com

THURSDAY, July 11
Doña Ana County
Balia Las Cruces
Dancing on the Plaza
7 p.m. lesson, 8:30 p.m. 
dancing, at Plaza de Las 

Cruces, 100 N. Main St. 
riograndetheatre.org

FRIDAY, July 12

Grant County
Live music: Gila Lobsters
Country and classic rock 
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Luna County
Deming Music Festival
7 p.m. at the Southwestern 
New Mexico State 
Fairgrounds, 4300 
Raymond Reed Blvd., 
Deming
915-305-8674

Doña Ana County
Fair Farmers Evening 
Market
4-10 p.m. at Plaza de Las 
Cruces on Main St. Downtown. 
lascruces.gov

SATURDAY, July 13
Grant County
Live music: Emily Nenni
Country soul and 
rock-n-roll

7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Live Music: Stoney Blue 
Fish Country and 
classic rock 
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Book talk and signing
Amy M. Bennett
1-3 p.m. at the Alamogordo 
Public Library, 920 Oregon 
Ave., Alamogordo
575-439-4148

Extreme Dwarfanators 
Wrestling
7-9 p.m. at Sgt. Willie Estrada 
Memorial Civic Center, 
Alamogordo
dwarfanators.com

Astronomy League Star 
Party Serpents and 
Scorpions
8:30-10:30 p.m. at the 
Museum of Space History, 
3198 State Road 2001,  

EVENTS

continued from page 25

Stress-Free Solitude
Overlooking the Gila Wilderness

casitasdegila.com · 575-535-4455

5 Private Casitas on
265 acres near Silver City

Year-round Bear Creek
Wildlife · Birds · Dark Skies

7 Miles of Hiking Trails
Kitchens · Porches · Wifi
Continental Breakfast

  

As always Happy Planting!

& Feed!
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 5:30

Sat. 8:30 to 4
NOW IN STOCK

Find us online —
view products  

and 
 place orders

We also have a wide 
selection of shade trees!

•Peach •Nectarine •Cherry
•Pear •Apple •Apricot

FRUIT TREES
Show Feeds:

•Hi-Pro
•Purina
•Linders

•Highnoon
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Support Groups
Can’t stop drinking?
Have questions? Need 
help? Take the first step 
… Call the AA Hotline: 
575-388-1802. Check 
out our meetings & info 
at nm-aa.org

MONDAY
Silver City/Grant 

County
New Hope Al-Anon 
Family Group — noon 
at First United Meth-
odist Church, 314 W. 
College Ave. Silver City. 
Zoom ID: 389 907 739, 
Password 658776. Info: 
nmal-anon.com.

Bereavement Group 
— The second Monday 
of the month, 1-2 p.m. at 
the Silver City Women’s 
Club, 411 Silver Heights 
Blvd., Silver City. Info: 
575-313-1082.

TUESDAY
Silver City/Grant 

County
Co-Dependents 
Anonymous — 5:30-
6:30 p.m. at the Epis-
copal Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 615 

N. Texas St.  Silver City. 
Info: CoDAsilvercity@
gmail.com

Adult Children of 
Alcoholic and Dys-
functional Families 
meeting — 6-7 p.m. 
at Brewer Hill Church, 
600 N. Corbin St. Silver 
City. Info: 575-654-
8435.

Deming/Luna County
Bereavement Group 
— The first Tuesday 
of the month, 1-2 p.m. 
at the Deming Luna 
County Senior Center 
Day Room, 800 Granite 
St. Deming. Info: 575-
546-8823.

WEDNESDAY
Silver City/Grant 

County
Arenas Valley Al-Anon 
Family Group — 6-7 
p.m. at the Arenas 
Valley Church of Christ, 
5 Racetrack Road, Are-
nas. Zoom ID: 781 471 
031; password: 954941; 
info: nmal-anon.com

Las Cruces/Mesilla
Overeaters Anony-

mous, hybrid on Zoom 
at noon each Wednes-
day at St. James 
Episcopal Church, 102 
St. James St., Info: 610-
762-3779.

Meditation and 
Healing Service 6 p.m. 
each Wednesday at 
Unity of Las Cruces, 
575 N. Main St. Through 
meditation, experience 
the presence of God. A 
new service with Rev. 
Jennifer Kleitz. Info: 
575-523-4847. 

FRIDAY
Silver City/Grant 

County
Women Embracing 
Recovery Al-Anon 
Family Group — 5:30-
6:30 p.m. First United 
Methodist Church, 314 
College Ave. Silver City. 
Zoom ID: 411 858 127; 
password: 954941; info: 
nmal-anon.com

SATURDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Overeaters Anony-
mous, hybrid on Zoom 
at 9:30 a.m. each 

Saturday at Peace 
Lutheran Church, 1701 
Missouri Ave., Info: 575-
405-9128.

Epilepsy Support & 
Education Services, 
Inc. meetings. 1 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. second Sat-
urday of every month at 
Thomas Branigan Me-
morial Library, 200 E. 
Picacho Info: 575-636-
4500 or EpilepsySup-
portNM.org. 

Desert SW Cancer 
Support Group, 10 
a.m.-noon on the fourth 
Saturday of the month, 
at Memorial Medical 
Center Annex meeting 
room (entrance on 
the west side of the 
hospital). Info: Maricela 
at 505-453-1789. 

SUNDAY
Las Cruces/Mesilla

Grief Share Program. 
3 p.m. Sundays at 
Morning Star Church, 
2941 Morning Star. 
Program lasts for 13 
weeks. Contact: Cris 
Fernandez, crisfern@
me.com.

Alamogordo
nmspacemuseum.org

Sierra County
Sierra County Farmers 
Market
8:30-11:30 a.m. at Ralph 
Edwards Park, 300 N. River-
side Drive in T or C
sierracountyfarmers 
market.org

Second Saturday Art Hop
6 p.m. Downtown Truth or 
Consequences
director@torcmainstreet.org

Starlight Concert Series
6 p.m. at the Black Range 
Lodge, 50 Kingston Main St. 
in Kingston
575-895-5652

Luna County
Saturday morning 
breakfast
8-10 a.m. at the Deming 
American Legion Bataan 
Post 4, 619 W. Spruce St., 

Deming
575-546-8385

Beat the Heat Music 
Downtown
7-9:30 p.m. Lyendecker 
Plaza, corner of Gold and 
Spruce streets, Deming
demingms.org

Lincoln County
Fort Stanton LIVE
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the Fort 
Stanton Historic Site, 10-4 
Kit Carson Road,
 Fort Stanton
my.nmculture.org

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown
farmersandcraftsmarketo-
flascruces.com

Lotteria Game Night with 
Blanca Martinez 
5-6:30 p.m., New Mexico 
State University Art Muse-

um, Las Cruces
uam.nmsu.edu

Movies in the Park: 
“Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles: Mutant Mayhem” 
At dusk, Young Park, 1905 E. 
Nevada Ave., Las Cruces
575-541-2550

SUNDAY, July 14

Grant County
Jazz Buunch with John 
Mitchell & Friends
1 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Live music: Maggie Valley 
Band Indi and folk rock 
7 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

EVENTS 

continued on page 28

clearvuelc@hotmail.comclearvuelc@hotmail.com www.clearvue-lc.comwww.clearvue-lc.com
facebook.com/ClearVueLCfacebook.com/ClearVueLC

Our Services
• Residential Window 

Cleaning
• Commercial Window 

Cleaning
• Pressure Washing
• Solar Panel Cleaning
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Window Blind Cleaning
• Ceiling Fan Cleaning
• High Ledge & Viga 

Cleaning
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Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College St. Silver City  
Use the side entrance 
575-956-7186

TUESDAY, July 16
Doña Ana County
Swing on the Plaza
7-11 p.m. on Plaza de  
Las Cruces Downtown  
Las Cruces

575-541-2290

WEDNESDAY, July 17
Grant County
Live music: The Glass 
Hours Americana
Doors open at 5 p.m. at 
Whiskey Creek Zócalo, 
11786 U.S. Highway 180 E. 
Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Doña Ana County

Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 

Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarketo-
flascruces.com

Helathy Waters, Healthy 
Futures
Lectures with Dr. Fred 
Phillips and Dr. Peggy 
Barroll
6 p.m. in Room 106, 
Domenici Hall, New Mexico 
State University Campus, 
Las Cruces
riograndewaves@gmail.com

THURSDAY, July 18

Grant County
Karaoke Party 
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 

Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Otero County
Book talk and signing
Amy M. Bennett
1-3 p.m. at the Alamogordo 
Public Library, 920 Oregon 
Ave., Alamogordo
575-439-4148

Doña Ana County 
El Camino Mercado 
and Music 
6:30 p.m.at the Range, 3217 
El Camino Real Road,  
Las Cruces 
therangelc.com

FRIDAY, July 19
Grant County
Live music: AJ Woods
Folk Americana
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

SATURDAY, July 20
Grant County
Gala in the Garden: The 
Art of Food
Fundraiser
6-10 p.m. at the Commons, 
501 E. 13th St. Silver City
thecommonsgrantcounty.org

DJ Mischievous 
9 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Sierra County
Sierra County Farmers 
Market
8:30-noon a.m., Ralph 
Edwards Park, 300 N. 
Riverside Drive, T or C
sierracountyfarmers
market5@gmail.com

Starlight Concert Series
6 p.m. at the Black Range 
Lodge, 50 Kinston Main St. 
in Kingston
575-895-5652

Live Music: The Rifters
6-8 p.m. at the Hillsboro 
Community Center, 316 
Elenore St. Hillsboro
575-894-1968

Luna County
Saturday morning 
breakfast
8-10 a.m. at the Deming 
American Legion Bataan 
Post 4, 619 W. Spruce St., 
Deming
575-546-8385

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, 
Las Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

Maya Textile Sale
Weaving for Justice
10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the Atrium 
of First Christian Church, 
1809 El Paseo Road 
in Las Cruces
www.weaving-for-justice.org

SUNDAY, July 21
Grant County
Live music: The Over Souls 
1-4 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

EVENTS

continued from page 27

Silver City
(575) 388-3109

Deming
(575) 546-2602

www.thefurnituregalleryinc.com

Essence White

The Farmers & Crafts 
Market of LC

Open Saturdays
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

 Open Wednesdays    
8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

New Vendor Intake
contact the office at
fcmlinc@gmail.com
for more information

Little Libraries & Pantries in ALL
of Doña Ana County are being
restocked with new books for
kids! Join our Facebook group:
bit.ly/dacllp-group

Scan to find an
LLP near you!

Free Books
for Kids!

Brought to you by:

415 S Valley Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88005

THE ONLY PUBLIC INDOOR SHOOTING 
RANGE IN SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO

2024
F I N A L I S T

Best
Shooting Range

The first Wednesday 
of each month is 

LADIES’ FREE DAY 
at the indoor range. 

Normal range-use fee 
for female shooters 

is waived!

CONCEALED CARRY CLASSES • PRIVATE INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE
FIREARMS, AMMO, ACCESSORIES, AND MUCH MORE!

(575) 523-2424
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Doña Ana County
Jazz & Blues: Sam Barlow 
and his True Blue Band 
6:30 p.m. at Alma d’Arte 
Charter High School, 402 W. 
Court Ave. Las Cruces
mvjazzblues.net

MONDAY, July 22
Grant County
Square Dancing 

3-5:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College St. Silver City 
Use the side entrance 
575-956-7186

TUESDAY, July 23

Grant County
Live music: Gallivant
Party styl, riff-based rock 
band 

7 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Doña Ana County
Swing on the Plaza
7-11 p.m. on Plaza de Las 
Cruces Downtown 
Las Cruces
575-541-2290

WEDNESDAY, July 24
Grant County
Live music: Sarah Shook & 
the Disarmers
Outlaw country
7 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

Doña Ana County

Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, Las 
Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

THURSDAY, July 25
Grant County
Live music: JD Pinkus/

P.W. Long
Americana
2 p.m. at Whiskey Creek 
Zócalo, 11786 U.S. Highway 
180 E. Arenas Valley 
whiskeycreekzocalo.com

EVENTS 

continued on page 30

EstatE salE DiscovEriEsEstatE salE DiscovEriEs
Re-use

Repurpose
Go Green!

Dining Tables
Available Now

1250 W. Picacho Ave., Las Cruces
(575) 639-2495

52 years  
in Business as 
of Feb. 7, 2024

50+ 
Years in  

Business!

Open Mon. - Sat.  
9am - noon and 1:30 -4pm

(closed for lunch 12 noon - 1:30)

1117 S. White Sands Blvd., 
Alamogordo (next to Applebees) 

575•437•9828 

We Buy & Sell Gold, Silver, old JeWelry, Scrap, and Bullion
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Doña Ana County
Balia Las Cruces
Dancing on the Plaza
7 p.m. lesson, 8:30 p.m. 
dancing, at Plaza de Las 
Cruces, 100 N. Main St. 
riograndetheatre.org

FRIDAY, July 26
Doña Ana County
Fourth Friday family night
6-10 p.m. Washington 
Park, 100 Washington Ave. 
Alamogordo
ci.alamogordo.nm.us

SATURDAY, July 27

Grant County
Hummingbird Festival
8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Mimbres 
Culture Heritage Site, 12 
Sage Drive, Mimbres
mimbresculture 
heritagesite.org

CLAY Festival Market
10 a.m.- 4 p.m. in the Murray 
Hotel ballroom, 200 W. 
Broadway St., Silver City

clayfestival.com

Foam Party
1-2 p.m. at Penny Park on N. 
Grant Street, Silver City
575-538-5555

Live music: Ghetto 
Vaquero
Class country and TexMex 
8 p.m. at Little Toad Creek 
Brewery & Distillery, 200 N. 
Bullard St. Silver City
575-956-6144

Luna County
Saturday morning 
breakfast
8-10 a.m. at the Deming 
American Legion Bataan 
Post 4, 619 W. Spruce St., 
Deming
575-546-8385

Beat the Heat Music 
Downtown
7-9:30 p.m. Lyendecker 
Plaza, corner of Gold and 
Spruce streets, Deming
demingms.org

Otero County
Live Music: Tiger Alley
‘Sizzlin‘ Summer’

7 p.m. at Shady Pines, 
200 Fox (facing Wren in 
Cloudcroft)
361-557-1960

The Highwaymen Show
7 p.m. at the Flickinger Cen-
ter for Performing Arts, 1110 
New York Ave. Alamogordo
flickingercenter.com

Sierra County
Sierra County Farmers 
Market
8:30-noon a.m., Ralph 
Edwards Park, 300 N. 
Riverside Drive, T or C
sierracountyfarmers
market5@gmail.com

Starlight Concert Series
6 p.m. at the Black Range 
Lodge, 50 Kinston Main St. 
in Kingston
575-895-5652

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, 
Las Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarketo-

flascruces.com

Wildlife Wonders: 
Going Batty
7-9 p.m. at Chihuahuan Des-
ert Nature Park, 56501 N. 
Jornada Road, Las Cruces
asombro.org

Movies in the Park: 
“The Marvels” 
At dusk, Young Park, 1905 E. 
Nevada Ave., Las Cruces
575-541-2550

SUNDAY, July 28
Grant County
Hummingbird Festival
8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Mimbres 
Culture Heritage Site, 12 
Sage Drive, Mimbres
mimbresculture 
heritagesite.org

CLAY Festival Market
10 a.m.- 2 p.m. in the Murray 
Hotel ballroom, 200 W. 
Broadway St., Silver City
clayfestival.com

Live Music: Paul Barsom
noon-4 p.m., Tranquilbuzz 
Coffee House, 112 W. Yankie 
St. Silver City
828-542-0216

MONDAY, July 29
Grant County
Square Dancing 
3-5:30 p.m. at United 
Methodist Church, 314 W. 
College St. Silver City 

Use the side entrance 
575-956-7186

TUESDAY, July 30
Doña Ana County
Swing on the Plaza
7-11 p.m. on Plaza de Las 
Cruces Downtown Las 
Cruces
575-541-2290

WEDNESDAY, July 31
Grant County
Wednesday Farmers 
Market
9 a.m.-noon at Old Valley 
Market, 412 Highway 211 at 
the corner of Clark Road, in 
Gila 
silvercityfarmersmarket.info

Otero County
Preschool Story Time
10:30 a.m. at the Alamogor-
do Public Library, 920 
Oregon Ave. Alamogordo
575-439-4140

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, 
Las Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

THURSDAY, Aug. 1
Sierra County
Square Dancing 
1-3:30 p.m. at the New 

Mexico Old Time Fiddlers 
Playhouse, 710 Elm St. 
in T or C
575-313-9971 or  
505-804-3842

FRIDAY, Aug. 2
Otero County
Launch Pad Lecture
9-10 a.m. at the Museum of 
Space History, 3198 State 
Road 2001,  Alamogordo
nmspacemuseum.org

SATURDAY, Aug. 3

Sierra County
Old Time Fiddlers 
Saturday Dance
7 p.m. at the Old Time 
Fiddlers Playhouse, 710 Elm 
St., Truth or Consequences
575-744-9137

Otero County
Alamogordo Otero County 
Farmers Market 
8-10 a.m. in Alameda Park, 
1987 White Sands Blvd. in 
Alamogordo
farmersmarketsnm.org

Doña Ana County
Farmers & Crafts Market 
of Las Cruces
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at Plaza de 
Las Cruces Downtown, 
Las Cruces
farmersandcraftsmarket 
oflascruces.com

EVENTS
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NEED A NEW BIKE?
Buy a new bike

and receive FREE
tune-ups
For LIFE!

914 N. POPE ST. | SILVER CITY NM | (575)388-1444

DIY tool stations • Earn-a-bike Program

bikeworksnm.org

OPEN: Tues.-Fri 10-5:30 • Sat. 10-4

FEATURING:
• Giant • LIV • Bulls
• Aventon • Diamondback
• Sunday BMX • Fairdale

Present this ad for FREE 
Lifetime Tune-ups

(575) 202-0597

Miranda Solis miranda.blindsales@gmail.com

MIKES BLINDS
SALES - REPAIR - INSTALL

www.windowtreatmentsinlascrucesnm.com

We’ll bring the showroom to you!We’ll bring the showroom to you!
Call for a free consultation!Call for a free consultation!
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GIVING CHRONIC PAIN 
SUFFERERS HOPE

"It (acupuncture) was the last resort, with the best results." -Bob Hoskins

Dr. Janet Quintanilla, DOM, Dipl.OM

    "If people ask me, I encourage them to try it. Our saying
is, "Can't hurt, often helps," Becker said.
   Becker says, he has found acupuncture helps many of his
patients with chronic pain and neurological conditions.
    "You give them less medication, there are less
uncomfortable side effects." 
Becker said "They get more active."
   For others struggling with pain management and staying
independent, such as Betty Hicks of Deming, pills are not an
option.
   "I have nerve damage in my toes from when I broke my
ankle." Hicks said. "They all told me, there's nothing they can
do."
   Hicks said the sensation in her extremities was painful and
felt like "burning needles in her shoes."
   "Sometimes, I'd be up all night because of the hurting."
Hicks said.
   Dr. Quintanilla said initially she had told Hicks she could not
be accepted as a patient, because she was skeptical that
acupuncture could help her neuropathy (nerve damage).
   Hicks said her pain has largely abated and she's able to do
the hobbies she was used to doing since she began seeing
Quintanilla in October. She said she did not expect the
treatment to work, but is delighted it has. Quintanilla says that
Hicks is an inordinately fast responder. Dr. Quintanilla says,
"While we see these seemingly miraculous results day in and
day out, Mrs. Hicks is an unusually fast responder. Typically. I
expect patients to take a few more weeks to report these kinds
of changes. But I'm very happy for her and all of us here at
Sonoma Acupuncture are excited to see this look of amazement
on our patients faces."
   "I tell all my friends. I don't have the pain in there and rarely
use my cane." Hicks said. "My husband doesn't have to rub my
feet anymore."

   Patients find relief with fewer
pills with Breakthrough new
clinic in Las Cruces.
   Those battling with pain but
unable or unwilling to alleviate
their condition with potentially
addictive pills can feel as if
they're on pins and needles
waiting for a solution.
   However, for some suffering
from pain, pins and needles ARE
the solution.
     Dr. Janet Quintanilla, who
trained in China, practices 

Acupuncture at Sonoma Acupuncture Integrative Health, said a lot of the
pain management field is skittish about prescribing pain medication.
   Quintanilla said almost all of her patients cannot, or prefer not to take
medications to assuage their conditions.
   "I've been maxed out of nerve pain meds, and all the doctors said to just
live with it." said Bob Hoskins of Virginia. "It (acupuncture) was the last
resort, with the best results."
   Hoskins began to see Quintanilla in October for lingering effects
from a 30 foot fall he took from a tree in 1998.
   "I think she does a heck of a job," Hoskins said. "I'd fallen and put
my hip through the pelvic socket." Additionally, Hoskins had injured his
ribs, vertebra, and tailbone.
   "I hate pills. If at possible, I'd rather not take them." Hoskins said.
   Dr. Ralph Becker, pain management physician for Mayo Clinic
recommends acupuncture and said Hoskins's comments are common.
   "Patient's today realize that in 2024 there are non-invasive options out
there and want to avoid surgery if possible." Becker said.
   Becker who's been practicing 20 years, said he learned about
acupuncture during his fellowship and has enthusiastically recommended
it to his patients for years.

  CALL TODAY (575) 618-6900

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Silver City
Shops

Sundays!

THE UNION 
ARMY STORE & MORE
Huge Shop, Unique Finds

Sunday Hours: 10am-3pm
Wednesday-Saturday: 10am-5pm

575-538-3611
502 N Bullard St

GRANT COUNTY ART
GUILD GALLERY

Local art! A variety of mediums
Sunday Hours: 10am-5pm

Monday-Sunday:10am-5pm
575-388-1008

316 N Bullard St

DALTON GALLERY
Originals, Prints

Postcards & Cups
Sunday Hours: 12pm-5pm
Wednesday-Sunday: 12pm-5pm

shanedaltongallery.com
215 W Broadway St

ZIRYAB’S
Locally made

Bath & Body Products 
Sunday Hours: 12pm-5pm

Monday-Saturday 11am-6pm
575-519-4704

116 N Bullard St

SWAG BOOKS
AND MORE

Books, Vinyl, DVDs
Comic Books & Games

Sunday Hours: 12pm-5pm
Monday-Saturday 11am-6pm

575-388-1066
409 N Bullard St

THERESE - GEMS
Silver, Jewelry

Stones & Imports
Sunday Hours: 11am-2pm
Tuesday-Saturday: 11am-5pm

575-519-9525
218 N Bullard St

LITTLE TOAD CREEK
Southern New Mexico
brewery & distillery

Sunday Hours: 11am-10pm
contact for other weekday hours

575-956-6144
200 N Bullard St

THE MINT CHIP
CREAMERY

Treats made from scratch
Sunday Hours: 12pm-5pm

Mon-Thurs:12pm-7pm,Fri-Sat:12pm-8pm
575-519-0955

610 N Bullard St Ste E
(THE HUB)

OTTER CHAOS
Gifts Crafts Yarn

Puppets Otter Stuff
Sunday Hours: 10am-3pm
Thursday-Saturday: 10am-5pm

www.otter-chaos.com
109 N Bullard St

ARTISIAN MILL BAKERY
Pastries and Cakes!

Cookies Pies and more!
Sunday Hours: 9am-2pm

Monday-Saturday 8am-5pm
575-388-1423

211 N Texas St Suite B

FORK OFF!
L.A. Worldly Fusion Food

Sunday Hours: 11am-7pm
contact for other weekday hours

323-522-7270
Yankie & Texas next to

107 W. Yankie St

SILVER CITY 
MAINSTREET PROJECT

Pick up our list of open businesses
on Sunday (and Monday!) at the 

Murray Ryan Visitor Center
Sunday Hours: 10am-2pm

Monday-Saturday: 9am-4pm
575-534-1700

201 N Hudson St

SILVER CITY MUSEUM
Explore our exhibits!

Shop our store for unique gifts!
Sunday Hours: 10am-4pm
Sat:10am-4pm Tues-Fri: 9am-4:30pm

575-538-5921
312 W Broadway St

We’re open with 
so many others!

Make it a
Local 

Sunday!

LIGHT ART SPACE
Fine Art

Exhibitions - Workshops
Sunday Hours: 10am-2pm
Thursday-Saturday: 11am-5pm

520-240-7075
209 W Broaddway St

FETCH PET BOUTIQUE
Everything you need

to keep their tails wagging!
Sunday Hours: 11am-3pm

Wednesday-Saturday: 11am-6pm
575-519-5838

413 N Bullard St

SILVER CITY FOOD CO-OP
Organic & Ethically Sourced
Grocery & Prepared Foods

Sunday Hours: 11am-5pm
Monday-Saturday: 9am-7pm

575-388-2343
520 N Bullard St


