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other members of Therapaws have
found a great way to keep their dogs ac-
tive while also contributing to community
members’ health: through hour-long therapy
sessions at retirement homes, hospice
and some Las Cruces schools. 00

According to Curry, Therapaws
was established in 1992 by a group
of people who were all members of a group
known at the time as the Dog Obedience
Club.

“They became affiliated with Therapy
Dogs, Inc. just two years after that organiza-
tion was formed,” said Curry.

Therapy Dogs later became the Alliance
of Therapy Dogs, an international registry
of therapy dogs based in Wyoming, and
through which most of the members of
Therapaws are registered.

“We travel to a bunch of different schools
and, of course, hospice, to help wherever we
may be needed. We have even volunteered at
the federal courthouse and Burrell College
of Osteopathic Medicine,” she said. “The
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main purpose is to help those who need
therapy and just brighten their day.”

Curry added that although
they love to contribute to
residents’ wellbeing, it
can be difficult with so
few volunteers.

"] “We went from

@o having about 40 mem-
bers to only having about

14 now. Even with those 14,

sometimes we only have about

eight that can contribute time,

as others may have prior obli-

gations.”

Volunteers fluctuate because
many are college students who
tend to move away or have
pets that pass away. Curry
said many of the older volun-
teers have the time but just
may not have the means of
transportation.

Curry is not the only person
who wants to see an increase

in volunteers as many employees and pa-
tients want to be introduced to new furry
faces.

Lisa Masterson, billing special-
ist with Mesilla Valley Hospice,
said all people have to do is
bring their pooch and they
do all the work.

“When I hear the jingle of
their tags coming down the
hallway, it’s just a perfect break,”
she said. “The dogs are so calm,

you know you can pet them,

you can hug them, and they

won’t pull away or snarl.
I wish more places

See THERAPY DOGS,
PAGE 4
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Therapy pooch Ryder
waits for his turn with a
patient at Mesilla Valley
Hospice in Las Cruces.
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COUNTY HOSTS CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
WORKSHOPS

The County’s Community Development
Department will host three public workshops
on the elements of Creative Industries through
October.

The workshops are free to participants and
sponsored by a $100,000 grant from the New
Mexico Creative Industries Division in the state’s
Economic Development Department.

The limited-seating workshops will be held at
the Dona Ana County Government Center, 845
North Motel Blvd. in Las Cruces.

Workshops

» #]Introduction to Creative Industries, is a participatory session which integrates the performing, literary, visual,
and culinary arts with practical examples to advance creativity, business creation and economic development.
Sept. 13,9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Multipurpose Room 111. Limit: 30.

o #2Who'’s Who'’s in the Creative Industries in Southern New Mexico. Connect and network with a group of
professional artists and creatives, and arts/cultural organizations, educators, business owners, and community
members in the fields of arts, culture, creativity, innovative thinking, animation, and technology.

Sept. 27,9 a.m.to12 p.m.
Multipurpose Room 113. Limit: 30.

e #3 Artisin the “Eye of the Beholder”, Meet with leaders and artists in public art who produce, purchase, fund and
exhibit the best public art in Southern New Mexico in public and private venues. View examples of the public art in
the county; discuss what public art is - monuments, memorials, murals, sculpture and site-specific art, along with
street or graffiti art. Who funds public art and how does the community select it?

Oct.11,9a.m. to 12 p.m.
County Commission Chambers. Limit: 200.

CONNECT WITHUS: FOLLOW USIONSOCIAL MEDIA!

WWW:DONAANACOUNTY-ORG
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Romero makes case at NMSU as cabinet secretary questions process

ALGERNON D’AMMASSA
Las Cruces Bulletin

On Monday, Arsenio
Romero made his case
to staff, students and the
community for the leader-
ship of New Mexico State
University, the first of
five candidates to appear
in person and by video
conference this week to
make statements and an-
swer questions about their
qualifications and vision
for the job.

Romero appeared in a
dimly lit auditorium in
the Corbett Center Stu-
dent Union on the Las
Cruces campus, where
stage lights remained off
and low overhead light-
ing mostly lit the stage
behind him, leaving him
in silhouette before an au-
dience of faculty, adminis-
trators and staff.

Romero’s candidacy
was itself backlit by con-
troversy and NMSU’s
selection process. Romero
was forced by Gov. Mi-
chelle Lujan Grisham in
August to choose between
his post as New Mexico’s
Public Education Secre-
tary and his pursuit of
the NMSU job; choosing
the latter, he abruptly re-
signed.

Romero is among five
candidates comprising a
second slate of finalists,
after regents decided in
March not to hire anyone
from its first group of can-
didates and to start over.
Romero is the only can-
didate from New Mexico,
a graduate of NMSU and
also a former regent who
served with some of the
present board members

NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY PHOTO

A student walking on campus is seen in the reflection of a
window on the New Mexico State University campus, where
candidates for the university’s next president are meeting
with students, staff and community members the week of

Sept. 9.

from 2020 to 2023.

Over the weekend,
Romero’s recent colleague
in the governor’s cabinet,
Higher Education Secre-
tary Stephanie Rodriguez,
called on the university
board of regents to hit
reset a second time on its
selection of a president to
succeed Dan Arvizu, who
left amid disarray in 2022.

In an op-ed, Rodriguez
argued that “the search as
conducted by the Board of
Regents has produced two
separate slates of finalists
without the background
or experience befitting the
unique character and his-
tory of NMSU.”

Pointing to controver-
sies and high leadership
turnover at the land grant
university that followed a
period of declining enroll-
ment and revenue, Rodri-
guez stated, “This job is
not a stepping stone, and
leading a large public col-
lege is not a job you learn
on the fly. I have directly

asked the regents to once
again take up the work
of generating candidates
who can effectively chart
a course for this proud
higher education institu-
tion.”

The other candidates
are Valerio Ferme, ex-
ecutive vice president
of academic affairs and
provost of the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati; Brian
Haynes, vice chancellor
for student affairs at the
University of California,
Riverside; and Monica
Lounsbery, dean of the
College of Health and
Human Services at Cali-
fornia State University,
Long Beach.

Augusta University
provost Neil MacKinnon
withdrew his candidacy
last week after accepting
an appointment else-
where.

Responding to Rodri-
guez, NMSU’s former
chancellor and president,
Garrey Carruthers,

pushed back in an op-ed
of his own, defending the
selection process and call-
ing Rodriguez’s article
“an attempt to direct,
intimidate, and/or embar-
rass the regents of NMSU
into changing their ongo-
ing process in selecting
the next president.”

Carruthers wrote, “Hav-
ing a governor, or a secre-
tary of higher education,
try to influence the search
process for a university’s
next leader opens a dan-
gerous door and allows
state politics to guide how
institutions of higher edu-
cation are run.”

Rodriguez’s office did
not immediately respond
to a request for comment,
and a spokesperson for
NMSU declined to com-
ment on the exchange.

Romero took the micro-
phone at 10 a.m. in a busi-
ness suit and shoes that
squeaked on the wooden
deck, prompting him to
stand on the carpeted lip
of the stage where he was
closer to the audience but
not lit. Romero recounted
his upbringing in Belen,
his arrival at NMSU as an
undergrad and the begin-
nings of his education
career in Las Cruces. He
repeatedly emphasized
his roots in Las Cruces,
connections he had made
across the state and his
confidence in his ability to
negotiate the challenges
confronting NMSU.

“This is my home,”
Romero said in pledging
to stay for a decade or lon-
ger if selected, to stabilize
leadership across the uni-
versity, replace long out-
dated infrastructure and

improve faculty and staff
salaries which employees
have called noncompeti-
tive.

Yet Romero has hopped
to several leadership posi-
tions over the past decade,
from the Las Cruces Pub-
lic Schools and Roswell In-
dependent School District;
stints as superintendent
of Deming Public Schools
and Los Lunas Schools;

a turnaround leader for
the state Public Education
Department and NMSU
regent; leading to his ap-
pointment to head the
PED in February 2023, a
position he held just over
a year and a half.

Romero said he had
forged relationships all
over the state, including
with lawmakers and phi-
lanthropies, that would

help him bring in money
for capital improvements,
improved salaries and
research funds. He said
his prior experience nego-
tiating with unions would
help ease negotiations
with a new faculty bar-
gaining unit.

NMSU graduate student
workers have a separate
collective bargaining unit,
formed during Romero’s
time on the board of re-
gents.

“You have a commit-
ment for me that we're
going to be a team to-
gether,” Romero told fac-
ulty and staff. “I promise
you, I will not be a leader
that sits in my chair in the
office. I'm going to be the
type of leader that you're
going to see all over cam-
pus.”

Prescription:

Federally Insured by NCUA

electronic deposit, individual payer or employer.

[ J %
S
S\olve

HealtHrcare

MEMBERSHIP PLAN

Yov work HARD TO PROTECT OUR COMMVNITY,
LET VS TAKE CARE OF YOUR FINANCIAL HEALTH.

Our healthcare membership plan was designed with
you in mind. Earn one of the highest APY’s
nationwide, up to 7% APY* on balances up to
$10,000! What would you do with an extra $700?

FOR MORE VISITUS AT EVOLVEFCU.0RG ("4 [

“APY is Annual Percentage Yield. ePriority Account Members earm 7.00% APY with balance from $0.00 to $10,000.00 provided 30
Debit Card Transactions are made per month and other qualifications are met that are stated in the Truth-in-Savings Share and
Share Dratt Disclosure. ATM transactions do not apply. Dividends are paid monthly. Refer to Truth-in-Savings Share and Share
Draft Disclosure for he qualfications to receive stated APY and Membership Plan Schedule of Fees for any account fees. Allloans
subject to credit approval. Rates based on credit history and underwriting factors. Program, rates, terms and conditions are subject
to change without notice. Early Pay elgible direct deposits are imited to personal accounts and include items such as payoll,
pension and government benefits made through ACH. Not al direct deposits are eligible for Early Pay. Availabilty for use may be
Up to two days before the scheduled payment date. Early availabilty of direct deposits is not guaranteed and may vary for each
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THERAPY DOGS

CONTINUED FROM1

would allow pets or dogs.”

Masterson added that people
feel an “emotional change,” an
immediate feeling of dopamine
that brings reassurance and
warmth to people that may be
feeling alone or sad.

Two of the dogs that cur-
rently volunteer at the Mesilla
Valley Hospice belong to Curry.
One of them happens to be
Masterson’s favorite volunteer:
Trek, a male Ridgeback, the
size of a Great Dane, welcomes
everyone. Masterson said that
Trek is the perfect size to cuddle
and wrap your arms around to
give you a sense of comfort. She
said when Trek comes to visit,
it builds anticipation and keeps
people going.

“They say pets can help you
live longer, and for people out
here alone that don’t have fam-
ily or a lot of visitors, it can be
exciting because say ‘oh, Trek

is visiting this Thursday,” and
their moods change as if a fam-
ily member were visiting,” Mas-
terson said.

Although the dogs are the
star of the meetings, Masterson
added that it takes a lot of work
by the handlers to provide this
service.

Among the requirements
for volunteers is keeping their
dogs current on their shots and
maintaining the right tempera-
ment.

Part of the dogs’ training,
prior to becoming therapy certi-
fied, is to be sure they can also
work well around
other pooches.

One friend of Trek,
known as Ryder, has had
his fair share of tem-
perament training as his
excitement may get the
best of him.

Handler and longtime Ther-
apaws member Don Toomey
said Ryder was a shelter pup
when he got him. He first

began a bit skittish but, in time,
Toomey said Ryder became one
of the best therapy dogs in the
association, helping in court-
room settings.

“When they asked me to
bring my dog to divorce trials in
New Mexico, unlike most states,
kids testify in public regard-
ing their parents there, and so
Ryder came to help the kids,”
Toomey said with a sense of ac-
complishment. “The kids were
much calmer, and I was sold on
this program from that point
on. It’s just great.”

Funnily enough, Masterson
added that as Toomey and
Curry handle the pooches,
people may forget their human
companions exist. “I feel bad
sometimes because I gush
over the dog, but I forget
the owner is standing there,”
Masterson chuckled. “But just
having the dog walk into a room
and see the expression on peo-
ple’s faces change, volunteering
to do that, to me would be such

a good thing. You just bring the
dog, and the dog does the rest.”

Want to volunteer? Don’t
‘paws, here’s how

Potential volunteers are
asked to join one of the visits
without their pet in order to
determine if this is something
for both the owner and dog to
enjoy.

The dog must be at least a
year old. The handlers can be as
young as 16 (if accompanied by
a parent or guardian) and there
is no maximum age limit.

Each dog is observed along-
side their owner for at least
three visits to monitor how the
dogs interact with people and
dogs. Each of the visits are an
hour long and there is a mini-
mum of four visits per year for
participants to stay up to date
with the Alliance of Therapy
Dogs.

Therapaws is insured by the
Alliance of Therapy Dogs, so
handlers do not need to worry

about getting their own insur-
ance.

Each dogis required to have
a clear canine fecal test and a
signed health form from a vet-
erinarian.

Handlers must undergo a
background check that can be
purchased through the Alliance
of Therapy Dogs for $20 with
a one-time new member fee of
$15. Each additional dog is $10
per year.

“Please note that this certifi-
cation is not certification for a
service dog. Service dogs are de-
fined as animals who assist one
person with their specific needs.
Therapy dogs do not receive the
same acceptance into restau-
rants, stores, airplanes, etc.,”
Curry said. “Their job is simply
to bring joy and smiles to people
who benefit being with a well-
behaved dog.”

People can contact Curry for
more details on Therapaws or
how to volunteer at 575-642-2259
or at charlenecurry@gmail.com.

1120 Commerce Plaza suite A
Las Cruces, NM
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Officials break ground on reproductive health care clinic

JUSTIN GARCIA
Las Cruces Bulletin

It’'ll be about 18 months
before a massive repro-
ductive health care clinic
opens in Las Cruces.

But Gov. Michelle Lujan
Grisham and other of-
ficials hoped to send a
message on Sept. 5 about
abortion access in New
Mexico: Simply put, that
New Mexico is a place
investing in reproductive
health — and the facility in
Las Cruces is proof.

“We have to teach the
rest of America (reproduc-
tive health) is primary
care,” Lujan Grisham
said. “Let New Mexico be
a beacon of light.”

Lujan Grisham was
joined by dozens of local
officials and officials
from northern New
Mexico in celebrating the
groundbreaking of a long-
promised reproductive
healthcare center.

U.S. Rep. Gabe Vasquez,
D-N.M.; Las Cruces city
councilors Becky Corran,
Cassie McClure and Jo-
hana Bencomo; and Dona
Ana County Commis-
sioners Manuel Sanchez
and Christopher Schaljo-
Hernandez, joined the
governor in the ground-
breaking.

“Instead of limiting
healthcare access, what
we're doing here today in
this big stretch from the
Permian Basin all the way
to the Arizona border is
expanding reproductive
health access for every-
body,” Vasquez said.

“This clinic here will
save lives,” he added.

“And it will defend repro-
ductive freedom.”

Thursday’s ground-
breaking follows a
changing landscape for re-
productive health in New
Mexico.

After the U.S. Supreme
Court effectively ended
federal abortion protec-
tions in its 2022 decision
in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organi-
zation, more clinics have
opened in New Mexico as
neighboring states with
Republican-led legisla-
tures enacted laws that
severely limit abortion or
ban it outright.

Albuquerque, Las Cru-
ces, and Farmington have
seen new clinics installed
during that time. However,
none have received more
press and attention than
the governor’s promised
$10 million facility in Las
Cruces.

Shortly after the Dobbs
decision, Lujan Grisham
announced the project in
August 2022 to increase
reproductive health care
in New Mexico.

Officials have pitched
the facility as being pri-
marily for New Mexicans
but acknowledged that the
Center — as with many re-
productive care locations
in New Mexico — would be
heavily used by residents
of Texas, where abortion
isillegal in almost all
cases.

The project languished
behind closed doors until
the University of New
Mexico purchased land
adjacent to MountainView
Regional Medical Center
in May 2023.

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN PHOTOS BY ALGERNON DAMMASSA

U.S. Rep. Gabe Vasquez and New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan-
Grisham attend a ceremony including a groundbreaking for a
new reproductive health care clinic in Las Cruces on Sept. 5,

2024.

In a news release, the
university described the
Center as a “community-
advised, full spectrum,
reproductive health care
center” that will “serve
the needs of thousands
of individuals living in
southern New Mexico who
have lacked access to basic
reproductive health care
for decades.”

“The high costs of
health care, long distances
to providers, lack of public
transportation, insuffi-
cient or complete lack of
insurance coverage, few
trusted specialists in a
given area, limited knowl-
edge about where to ac-
cess care, and shame and
stigma surrounding re-
productive health care are
just some of the barriers
to accessing care that New
Mexicans have identified,”
the release continued.

Lujan Grisham cred-
ited UNM Health Science
Center interim director
Dr. Mike Richards with
finding a location for the
clinic. Richards outlined
some of the services and
the timeline for opening
the facility.

A news release put out
before the event began
listed the services the cen-
ter will offer:

» Medication and proce-
dural abortion.

» Miscarriage manage-
ment.

» Contraception options

including IUD implants,
emergency contraception,
and hormonal and barrier
contraception options.
 Pregnancy loss sup-
port and management.

- Lactation support.

-« Women'’s preventive
care, sexually transmitted
infection treatment and
cancer screenings.

- Adoption education
and resources.

« Limited primary care,
including STI screenings,
cervical cancer screenings
and checkups for sexual
health care.

 Doula support.

According to Richards,
the clinic will be about
8,000 square feet and serve
1,000 patients each year.

Richards said architec-
tural plans were being

EXTRAORDINARY ART

EXPERT DESIGN

IMPECCABLE FRAMING

completed, that a contrac-
tor had been identified
and that the facility would
be opened in about 12 to 18
months.

“This project is well
underway at this point,”
Richards said, adding,
“When we talk about
building clinics something
complete in (about) a
year, sounds like a long
time, but in the world of
healthcare, that’s actually
a pretty accelerated pro-
cess.”

Lujan Grisham sug-
gested during the event
that she wanted the center
to open sooner.

“I'm still going to be
governor, by God, by the
time we open those doors,
or else,” Lujan Grisham
said.

JBest Art Gallery * JSest Art Cxhibit © J3est flicture _Lraming

382 S. Walnut Street, Las Cruces, NM ¢ 575-526-4048
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City nearing deadline in spend-it-or-lose-it federal dollars

JUSTIN GARCIA
Las Cruces Bulletin

As the clock ticks down
on federal Covid-19 relief
money, Las Cruces of-
ficials said most of the
money given to Las Cru-
ces has been spent or al-
located.

The discussion took
place at the city council’s
work session at city hall
on Sept. 9.

The federal government
allocated $1.9 billion to
aid local governments in
pandemic relief efforts,
primarily through the
American Rescue Plan
Act. The money comes
with a timeline stipula-
tion: It must be allocated
by the end of 2024 and
spent by the end of 2026,
or the federal government

will take it back.

City and nonprofit of-
ficials who spoke about
the funding’s impact sug-
gested to the council that
all of the money would
be spent by the deadline,
something the council
said was a priority.

Tracking efforts by
the Brookings Metro and
the National League of
Cities show that most
municipalities in the U.S.
allocated the money to
address homelessness, af-
fordable housing, public
safety, public health and
infrastructure needs.

However, the same
tracker shows that the
vast majority of mu-
nicipalities used at least
a portion of the money
to replenish rainy day
funds, provide staff with

CITY OF LAS CRUCES VIDEO

Las Cruces Mayor Eric Enriquez speaks shortly before
adjourning a work session of the city council at city hall on

Sept. 9, 2024.

wage increases, upgrade
facilities and technology
or conduct other govern-
mental operations.
According to a presenta-
tion from the Las Cruces
Finance department, Las
Cruces received two pay-
outs of $12.4 million for a
total of over $24 million.
Liam Beasley, a city ac-
countant, said that as of
June 30, Las Cruces had
spent about 58 percent

($14.4 million). Another
$10.3 million has been
obligated, leaving about $4
million unobligated and
unspent.

“We’re constantly mov-
ing on this,” Leeanne De-
mouche, the city’s finance
director, said, reporting
that other departments
would use the unobligated
and unspent money.

Beasley also broke
down the spending by cat-

75% Off Clearance room

Mesilla Valley Hospice
106 S. Water St. - 575-523-8078 - emporiumlc.com
Tues-Fri 10am-4pm, Sat 10am-2pm

egory. He said $2 million
was allocated to public
health and safety projects,
much of which went to
fire department training
efforts and police technol-
ogy.

Another $1 million was
allocated to Visit Las Cru-
ces, the city’s tourism de-
partment, to bring people
back to Las Cruces after
Covid-19 shutdowns.

A Visit Las Cruces of-
ficial cited the recovery
of the lodger’s tax to pre-
pandemic levels as proof
that the money had been
well invested.

Other investments in-
cluded:

« $958,000 allocated to
city employee pay

« $3.5 million to sewer
and water projects such
as septic tank elimination

- $6,888,670 allocated to
various infrastructure
improvements, such as
covering funding gaps in
general obligation bond
projects

Several community or-
ganizations also received
ARPA funds:

 Boys and Girls Club,
which provides pro-
grams and services for
young people, received
$1,388,800.

« Catholic Charities of
Southern New Mexico,
which provides social,
legal, and economic as-
sistance to people in need,
received $550,000.

- Community Action
Agency, a nonprofit
geared to assist low-
income families, received
$1.7 million.

« Cruces Creatives, a
nonprofit “maker space”
connecting residents with
opportunities to create
art, received $1 million.

« Jardin de Los Ninos,
which assists home-
less children, received
$350,000.

« LiftFund, which pro-
vides loans and micro-
loans to small businesses,
received $1 million.

Las Cruces Storefront
Repair Program, Mesilla
Valley Community of
Hope, Mesilla Valley Pub-
lic Housing Authority and
the New Mexico Housing
and Community Develop-
ment Cooperation also
received money.

Beasley said most of the
money sent to the com-
munity organizations had
been spent or obligated,
with the expectation of
some workforce develop-
ment programs.
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City prepares
enforcement of
shopping cart law

JUSTIN GARCIA
Las Cruces Bulletin

Businesses supplying
customers with shopping
carts have until Sept. 16
to submit their anti-theft
plans to the city of Las
Cruces as enforcement of
the controversial shopping
cart ordinance nears.

That was the primary
takeaway from a town hall
meeting on Sept. 10 meant
to educate approximately
84 Las Cruces businesses
that will be subject to po-
tential penalties once the
ordinance fully goes into
effect on Oct. 16.

Yet the meeting was
sparsely attended. Less
than a half dozen resi-
dents appeared in person
and about a dozen watched
online. This marks a
change in awareness of a
new law that’s been one
of the more controversial
changes in recent memory.

The ordinance, passed
by the Las Cruces City
Council on a 4-3 vote,
compels Las Cruces busi-
nesses to supply the city
with a plan detailing how
they will prevent shopping
cart removal. The same
ordinance also empow-
ers police officers to cite
people using shopping
carts outside of a business’
property.

Those found with shop-
ping carts could face jail
time or fines - but the city
has repeatedly said its mu-
nicipal court will seek to

force people into treatment
programs instead of jail.

Proponents of the ordi-
nance - including the Las
Cruces Police Department
and Businesses for a Safer
Las Cruces, said it was a
crucial step in improving
public safety. Opponents
—including civil rights
organizations - said it was
ineffective and unjustly
targeted unhoused resi-
dents of Las Cruces who
use carts to shuttle their
belongings.

The day after the or-
dinance passed on Aug.

5, employees from a Las
Cruces Albertsons grocery
store took a shopping cart
from an unhoused woman,
leaving her belongings
spread across a Las Cruces
parking lot, according to
Las Cruces police.

“We’re not requiring the
retrieval of shopping carts
in the immediate posses-
sion of any persons,” said
the deputy economic de-
velopment director, Chris
Faivre, during the Sept. 10
meeting. “And that’s key.
We’re not asking anyone
to retrieve carts that some-
one is currently using.”

Faivre, who moderated
the meeting, outlined the
requirements for the shop-
ping cart plans before they
were submitted to the city.
Faivre also said that the
city would spend the time
between Sept. 16 and Oct.
16 promoting voluntary

SEE ENFORCEMENT, PAGE 10

Join us for the annual open
house at the Griggs Walnut
Superfund site!

The City of Las Cruces Utilities Department will
host the Griggs-Walnut 12th anniversary open
house 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19th at the
site, 153 N. Cottonwood St. Everyone is welcome.

The City has hosted an open house at the facility
every year since it opened except 2020, because
of COVID restrictions. Some people have attend-
ed every open house, collecting a commemora-
tive cup each year.

The Utilities Department Water Production Pro-
gram staff enjoy giving tours of the Griggs-Wal-
nut Facility, and are proud to be the ones operat-
ing and maintaining that system, said Adrienne
L. Widmer, P.E., Director of the Utilities Depart-
ment.

The Griggs-Walnut facility treats groundwater
contaminated with dissolved perchloroethylene
(PCE), a chemical used as a degreasing solvent
and in dry cleaning, among other uses. The
dissolved-PCE plume (the “bubble” that con-
tains the contaminant) was approximately 1.8
miles long by about one-half mile wide when
first detected in 1993, between 190 and 650 feet
below ground surface. The city-owned Crawford
Airport was once located at the site, as was the
Dona Ana County Transportation Department’s
maintenance facility and a National Guard ar-
mory. All three have been identified as sourc-
es or potential responsible parties of the PCE
contaminant.

The City and County share ownership of the
treatment site as a Joint Superfund Project. Its
official name is the Pascual Rodriguez Jr. Griggs
Walnut Groundwater Plume Superfund Site
Treatment Facility, named in honor of a long-
time city employee who spent much of his career
involved with the superfund site and facility.

At the facility, PCE-contaminated water “is
being actively cleaned up according to feder-

al Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
requirements,” said Steve Perez, the Utilities
Department’s Deputy Director of Regulatory
Compliance who took over from Widmer as proj-
ect manager of the treatment facility earlier this
year. “We meet all the EPA and Safe Drinking
Water Act regulations,” Perez said. “We have
good quality water here.”

“Las Cruces is very fortunate when it comes to
water quality,” Widmer said. “When you turn
on your tap and water comes out, you can feel
confident using it. Our water is safe. We have an

elite team that keeps on top of that.”

After PCE was first detected, four city water
wells were immediately shut down to prevent it
from spreading. In 2012, two of the wells - one
located within the grounds of the treatment
facility and the other nearby - were brought
back on line to pump contaminated water into
the facility for treatment. One of those wells
was shut down in July 2024 and the other
continues to pump raw water from the plume
into the treatment facility. Two air strippers
diffuse air through the contaminated water to
“strip contaminate from the water,” Perez said.
The treated water from the air strippers is then
disinfected and pumped into the City’s Upper
Griggs Reservoir. The water that is returned to
the city water supply meets all federal and state
regulations on water quality.

Originally, the Griggs-Walnut plume contained
about 300 pounds of PCE, which has been re-
duced by about half since the treatment facility
opened. Remaining PCE should be completely
removed by 2032.

A superfund is an EPA-administered hazard-
ous-substances remediation program that began
in 1980. As of June 2024, there were more than
1,300 Superfund sites nationwide, according to
the EPA, including more than a dozen sites in
New Mexico; Griggs-Walnut is the only one in
Dona Ana County.

In 2020, the EPA, the City and County, the

U.S. Department of Defense and the National
Guard Bureau entered into a consent decree
under which the federal government agreed to
pay almost $7.25 million for the Griggs-Walnut
remediation.

“The City Utilities crews responsible for mainte-
nance and monthly sampling do a fantastic job
keeping things organized and maintained,” the
EPA said in a 2021 report on Griggs-Walnut.




8 | FRIDAY SEPT.13,2024 NEWS LAS CRUCES BULLETIN

Quality of Life Department

CUH‘U ral Bazaar JORD OF THE RINGS WEEK

/ \ Spend Fall Break with LC Public Libraries in
W the Shire starting September 21.

&%w’# \W\Wﬁ Saturday, Sept. 21
w w& w \W Second Breakfast Lord of the Rings
V¥V 2R Kickoff Gathering

/ W www \ 11 a.m. (All Ages)
w&w & \W NN Tuesday, Sept. 24
w /) \W Art Show
\W WW(%\ 6 p.m. (All Ages)
§ Wednesday, Sept. 25
Experience some of the rich cultural traditions Lord of the Rings Lab
that make up our Las Cruces community! 4 p.m. (Ages K-5)
Thursday, Sept. 26
Branigan Cultural Center Courtyard Trivia - 6yp_m?(A" Ages)
Saturday, Sept. 21 Friday. Seot. 2
10 a.m.-1p.m riday, Sept. 27
S p-m: Movie Marathon
501 N. Main Street, Las Cruces, NM 88001 575-541-2000
575-541-2154 www.lascruces.gov/library
£ E @ @LCMuseums €] @ @ @LClibraries

Karaoke at Munson

Come and enjoy the
excitement! Sing

along to your favorite Grab your binoculars and hiking

songs with karaoke or shoes for a Nature Nomads
provide support and birdwa’rching adventure!
listen to others sing!
Munson Senior Center Museum of Nature & Science
Mondays Saturday, Sept. 21
12:30 - 2:30 p.m. 8-10 a.m.

575-528-3000 .

. 411 N. Main Street, Las Cruces, NM 88001
975 S. Mesquite St, Las Cruces, NM 88001 575.522.3120 « www.lascruces.gov/Museums
) @) @LCSeniorPrograms € © @ @LCMuseums

e CITY OF LAS CRUCES
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New county manager contract sees tighter terms, bigger bucks

JUSTIN GARCIA
Las Cruces Bulletin

Elected officials will
have the chance to par-
ticipate in the incoming
county manager’s evalu-
ation, a provision that
caused a rift between the
commission and the previ-
ous manager earlier this
year.

Otherwise, Scott An-
drews’ new contract reins
in the county’s top execu-
tive with a shorter con-
tract period and stricter
provisions while provid-
ing him with a slew of
benefits and a higher sal-
ary than his predecessor.

The Board of County
Commissioners hired
Andrews in August after
a months-long search.
The previous manager,
Fernando Macias, held
the position since 2018 but
saw his contract ended
early by commissioners
last December. He left
the county in April and is
running for District At-
torney.

The rift that caused
the split centered around
the commission’s desire
to allow elected officials,
such as the county clerk
and sheriff, to play a role
in Macias’ yearly evalua-
tion.

It’s unclear how this
would have played out.

THE LAS

CRUCES

During his tenure, Macias
had several public spats
with elected officials,
tension that would have
likely been noted in his
evaluations.

While these depart-
ments operate outside the
county manager’s direct
purview, the manager
plays an administrative
role over the department’s
employees. Functions like
payroll, termination ap-
proval, hiring and other
responsibilities fall on the
manager, not the elected
official.

But with a new man-
ager and a new contract
come new expectations.

or call 575-524-8061.

Bulletin

The only weekly newspaper that keeps you up to date on what's
going on in your community with news, arts, business, sports and
more. Carrier deilvery: $75 per year; postal mail delivery: $148 per
year. Scan the code, visit www.lascrucesbulletin.com/subscribe
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Scott Andrews presents to the Board of County Commissioners on Aug. 9, 2024. Andrews will
take over as Doiia Ana County Manager in October.

Andrews will receive
an evaluation after six
months on the job, accord-
ing to the contract, and
elected officials will be
allowed to provide input
into that process.

Andrews will then re-
ceive yearly evaluations,
the same as Macias.

Andrews’ contract is
good for three years, with
options to renew every
two years. That’s another
difference from Macias’
contract, which was a
six-year deal with annual
evaluations.

With Macias’ termina-
tion, the county was re-
quired to pay him at least

$400,000 for the remaining
two years of his deal.

Macias’ contract also
allowed the former county
manager to moonlight as
a consultant, something
Andrews’ contract lacks.

The former and incom-
ing managers had the
same amount of vacation.
The contracts say that
Andrews, like Macias, re-
ceives 160 hours (about 20
days) of paid leave a year.

But the commission
will pay Andrews more
money.

Macias’ final contract
with the board was valued
at about $205,288. An-
drews will start with an

annual salary of $220,000.
Andrews will also
receive a $75 monthly
cell phone stipend, a car
for conducting county
business with civic en-
gagement costs (like
membership fees for entry
into local organizations)
covered by the county.
The contract also stipu-
lates that Andrews must
move to Donia Ana County

before his start date. The
contract awards him a
$15,000 stipend to help
make this happen. No
such stipulation existed
for Macias, who’s called
Dona Ana County home
for much of his life.
Andrews is leaving his
job as assistant city man-
ager of Bakersfield, Calif.,
and will start as county
manager on Oct. 7.
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JOINT
SUPERFUND
PROJECT

CITY OF LAS CRUCES AND DONA ANA COUNTY WILL HOLD AN

12-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

OPEN HOUSE

of the Griggs-Walnut Groundwater Plume Remediation Project

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Griggs-Walnut Superfund Site « 153 Cottonwood St.

located behind the skate park
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This facility extracts the chemical perchloroethylene commonly referred to as PCE,
from groundwater in the area known as the Griggs and Walnut Groundwater Plume
Superfund Site. The purpose of this open house is to allow the public to tour the facility
and obtain an update of the remediation efforts by the Joint Superfund Project.

For more information contact Las Cruces Utilities at 575-528-3512.

People needing special accommodations should contact the city
8 hours in advance at (575) 528-3512 or TTY 711.

www.lascruces.gov

ENFORCEMENT
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compliance among busi-
nesses affected by this law.

After that, noncompli-
ance could result in fines
and jeopardize a business’
ability to operate in Las
Cruces.

So, what needs to be in
the plan?

Faivre said a shopping
cart plan requires six
elements: shopping cart
identification signs, gen-
eral information, public
notices, loss prevention ef-
forts, cart retrieval efforts
and implementation.

Shopping cart iden-
tification signs must
identify the cart’s owner.
They must also contain
the business address and
phone number to call for
retrieval, associate the
cart with a store location
and notify the public that
removal is against the law.

The general information
for the plan must include
the store manager’s con-
tact information, number
of carts and a description
of how the business will
comply with the new law.

The public notice can
be signage in a prominent
location, flyers, mailers,

warnings on bags or any
other means that reach
lots of customers.

Faivre said the loss
percentage effort is a key
component of the plan.
For this, the city wants
businesses to describe
the steps taken to prevent
shopping cart removal,
including cart retrieval
efforts.

Businesses are required
to retrieve their lost carts
within three days of learn-
ing one is abandoned - but
not while someone is
using it. Faivre said that
either an employee of the
store or a private firm
hired to retrieve them
must retrieve the aban-
doned cart. The plan sub-
mitted to the city should
reflect how the business
will conduct this effort.

Joy Wiitala, an LCPD
lieutenant, said that busi-
nesses should err on the
side of caution when de-
termining whether a cart
is abandoned.

However, that determi-
nation will be largely left
to the business’s discre-
tion.

Lastly, the plan must
describe how the business
will implement all the
above requirements.

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN PHOTO BY JUSTIN GARCIA
Minutes before a meeting at city hall on Sept. 10 intended
to educate businesses about the new shopping cart law, few

people had arrived.



LAS CRUCES BULLETIN

NEWS

FRIDAY, SEPT.13,2024 | 11

Judge denies request to reinstate Patrick Howard sentence

JUSTIN GARCIA
Las Cruces Bulletin

This article discusses
sexual assault against
children. Help is available
by contacting the La Pifion
24-hour hotline at 575-526-
3437.

The two former Las
Cruces High School stu-
dents who accused their
agriculture teacher of
sexual abuse could not be
present for a hearing on
his sentence.

Both moved far away
from Las Cruces as they
moved from adolescence
to early adulthood; but the
experience of sexual abuse
delivered at the hands of
that teacher, Patrick How-
ard, has left both with scars
felt daily, according to their
testimony on Sept. 5.

“Something I'd like to
make clear is the guilt that
I have felt and continue
to feel about speaking up
over a criminal act that
was done to me,” said one

of the women, who spoke
to the court via phone.

Years after the experi-
ence, the woman said the
nightmares have lessened,
but she still feels fear at
other triggers.

“I still carry and still am
that 15-year-old girl who
didn’t understand what
was going on. I'm speaking
my truth today: to speak
up for her, to look after
her, to remind her that
things get better, that she’s
strong and that I am wor-
thy of respect,” she said.

The other woman took
the chance to condemn the
process that brought ev-
eryone back into a court-
room.

She said the sentence —
about three years of proba-
tion and no requirement to
register as a sex offender
—was paltry compared to
the lasting effects of his
abuse.

“I stand before you with
a deep sense of frustra-
tion and disillusionment
regarding this case. It’s

COURTESY PHOTO

3rd District Judge Douglas
Driggers

glaringly apparent that
the legal system, while
intended to deliver justice,
has failed miserably in this
instance,” she said in a
statement delivered by her
attorney.

Both women and one
of their mothers asked
a judge to reinstate the
remaining two years of
probation.

The judge said no.

Howard, 61, was initially
charged with three counts
of criminal sexual con-
tact with a minor and one
count of battery in 2018.

Crime stats town hall to
feature fentanyl presentation

BULLETIN REPORT

Two experts on drug
use will join the Las Cru-
ces Police Department for
a town hall about crime
and fentanyl later this
month.

LCPD announced the
change for its quarterly
town hall geared chiefly
toward presenting crime
statistics and providing
community members with

an opportunity to engage
with police administra-
tors.

The town hall will begin
at 6 p.m. on Sept. 12 at
Las Cruces City Hall and
typically lasts about two
hours.

The two experts pre-
sented by LCPD are
Athena Huckaby, a public
health professional in
drug policy and harm re-
duction, and Kevin Renn,

a drug intelligence officer
with the New Mexico
High-Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area, according to
anews release.

The city said the town
hall will be televised live
on CLCTYV, Comcast Cable
channel 20-SD and 928-HD,
and live streamed on the
city’s YouTube channel
and the Las Cruces Police
Department’s Facebook
page.

He pleaded guilty in 2021
to one count of criminal
sexual contact with a
minor and a count of bat-
tery.

A civil court also forced
Howard to pay punitive
damages to the former
LCHS students who ac-
cused him of sexual as-
sault following a series of
settlements.

Judge Douglas Driggers
of the 3rd Judicial District
Court sentenced Howard
to five years probation and
said he did not have to reg-
ister as a sex offender — a
sentence that prosecutors
agreed to at the time.

In March of 2024, How-
ard’s attorney, Jeep Dar-
nell, requested Driggers
terminate the probation
sentences since Howard

had complied with his
requirements up to that
point. Driggers agreed, as
did prosecutors and parole
officials at the time, ending
Howard’s sentence after he
served just over half of it.

The former LCHS stu-
dents who accused How-
ard, now adults, were not
notified of this hearing,
which violated the state
Victims’ Rights Act.

In May, the New Mexico
Attorney General’s of-
fice requested the state
Supreme Court take the
case away from Driggers
and force another judge to
reconsider suspending the
sentence.

The Supreme Court al-
lowed the case to remain
with Driggers but in-
structed him to reconsider

Welcome back 3

students!

the terminated sentence.

The initial hearing in
July was rescheduled be-
cause prosecutors failed
to notify the two women
again. However, during the
Sept. 5 hearing, prosecu-
tors argued that the law
required Driggers to rein-
state the sentence and that
the law made no availabil-
ity for a judge to suspend it
in the first place.

“The court is without
authority to limit the pro-
bation or grant an early
discharge,” prosecutor
Richard Wellborn said at
the hearing.

But both Howard’s
lawyer and Driggers dis-
agreed, saying that the law
did not require that. Dar-
nell could not be reached
for comment.

575-528-7006 dacc.nmsu.edu
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Amendments this year only offer tweaks

Every two years New
Mexico voters get the
chance to make changes
to our state Constitution.
Some years they’re big,
fundamental changes, like
scrapping the old state
Board of Education in
favor of a secretary ap-
pointed by the governor
or ending the cash bail
system. Some years they
are just tinkering around
the edges.

This is one of those
years. Voters will have
four constitutional
amendments on the bal-
lot this year. Two of them
will increase state sup-
port for disabled veterans
and all veterans who
have been honorably dis-
charged. I don’t know how
one could vote against
either of those at a time
when the state is so awash
with money.

The third would tinker

with the appointment pro-

current system is that it

cess for the Judi- creates consis-
cial Nominating tency and unifor-
Commission. mity throughout
Only the fourth the state. But my
amendment, guiding principle
which would here is that local
allow the county WALT RUBEL control is usu-
commission to The View ally best. If we
set salaries for From Here don’t like their

county officers, is likely to
stir much debate.

Before we became a
state, the territorial gov-
ernment paid county offi-
cials a fee for each service
rendered. A sheriff would
get so much for each ar-
rest, or a clerk would get
paid for each specific duty
he completed. The Consti-
tution put those powers in
the hands of the Legisla-
ture. County officials are
now paid based on a com-
plex formula that includes
size, population density
and real estate values.

One advantage of the

decisions, we can make
sweeping changes in the
county commission much
easier than we could with
the state Legislature.

The Legislative Finance
Committee has pre-
pared arguments for and
against each amendment
that are available on their
website under the publi-
cation tabs.

The big story again
this year is not the con-
stitutional amendments
that passed through the
Legislature and will now
be on the ballot. It’s the
ones that are desperately

needed but fell short once
again.

House Joint Resolu-
tion 1, which would have
scrapped the alternating
30-day and 60-day ses-
sions for regular 45-day
sessions with no restric-
tions, allowing the gover-
nor to control the agenda,
never got a committee
hearing. Other similar
joint resolutions were
introduced in the House
and Senate, but none
fared any better.

HJR 7, which would
have established a com-
mission to consider pay-
ing legislators, made it
through two committees
but never got a floor vote.

New Mexico is the only
state that does not pay
its legislature. While that
may sound like the tax-
payers are getting a good
deal, the result is that
most average, working-

age residents can’t afford
to serve. Sen. Siah Correa
Hemphill, D-Silver City,
was forced to surrender
her seat because it was
hurting her family finan-
cially.

We end up with a legis-
lature filled with retirees,
self-employed business
owners and political ac-
tivists. There aren’t many
lawmakers living the
life experiences of their
struggling constituents.

Our founders made
it easy to change the
Constitution. All it takes
is a majority vote of all
members in both cham-
bers to put the issue on
the ballot. But current
lawmakers are so afraid
of change they can’t even
study the issue.

Walter Rubel can be
reached at waltrubel@
gmail.com.

Diverging from the smoothest path

“Two roads diverged in
a yellow wood, And sorry
I could not travel both...I
took the one less traveled
by, and that has made all
the difference.” — Robert
Frost, from “The Road Not
Taken”

I have always lived by
the adage that the right
path is not always easiest
and the easiest path is
not always right (for one
reason or another). My
favorite poem, I always
imagined, would be il-

lustrated by one path that
is bright and grassy, level

I worry about our society
if no one is willing to work

anq smooth, SHAWNA hard for what they
while the other PFEIFFER get, to have to fight
is wild and wind- Road Less your way through
ing, unknown Traveled some overgrowth to

and wondrous.

Most people, especially
those in my generation
and later, seem to want
not only to travel the eas-
ier path, but to have some-
one lay it in front of them,
trim the trees and tend
the grass so that it is flat
and straight — and boring.

find adventure and
build something that is all
yours.

Sometimes the difficult
path is the necessary path,
and it is difficult because
few want to traverse it. It
is intimidating, lonely and
frightening. But I have
experienced that once you

find the courage to begin
that journey, you find
others along the way that
have also made the same
selfless decision you have:
to face scrutiny and often
crippling impediments
because it was the right
thing to do. And those
have always been the best
people I have ever met.
And that has brought
me to you. Along a path
that, at times, has been
uphill and overgrown. It
took me many years to

find my voice, as I was
raised to respect the status
quo, trust those in power
and stay in my lane. That
voice has, at times, gotten
me in trouble for non-
conformance; to be quiet
would have been the easy
path but not the right one.
I have been asked before
to sacrifice my morality
for someone else’s comfort
(their smooth path) or for
the status quo. Respect-
fully, no, thank you. And
no more.
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Politics has no role in selecting NMSU’s next leader

GARREY CARRUTHERS
Guest columnist

During my tenure as
governor, it was my prac-
tice to consult with the
presidents of our univer-
sities regarding the talent
and expertise needed in
aregent to assist their
institution in reaching
its goals. We would then
seek and appoint the most
qualified individual to as-
sist them in their mission.
With respect to the gover-

nance of universities, that process in selecting the

was my principal role.

I was taken aback after
reading a recent op-ed by
New Mexico’s Secretary
of Higher Education that
suggested the NMSU
Board of Regents should
scrap their current presi-
dential search and begin
their process anew. It
appeared to me it was an
attempt to direct, intimi-
date, and/or embarrass
the regents of NMSU into
changing their ongoing

next president.

Picking university pres-
idents is not the role of
the governor, nor is it the
role of the chosen secre-
tary of higher education.
The state’s constitution
clearly spells out that uni-
versities in New Mexico
are to be governed by
boards of regents. Having
a governor, or a secretary
of higher education, try
to influence the search
process for a university’s

SHOLES IN THE NEWS

high heels?”

LAS CRUCES BULLETIN PHOTO BY ALGERNON DAMMASSA

BREAKING GROUND IN HEELS

During her time in office, Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham has attended her
share of groundbreaking events, taking up the ceremonial shovel and dis-
turbing a pile of dirt to mark the beginning of some public construction or
another. While the governor often sports flats or western style boots for many
of her appearances, we have noticed she likes to wear high heels for ground-
breakings and sometimes teases other participants about it, as she did on Sept.
5 when breaking ground on a reproductive health clinic in Las Cruces. As she
approached the mound and grasped a shovel, the governor turned to one of
the women representing UNM’s administration and said, “Where are your

next leader opens a dan-
gerous door and allows
state politics to guide how
institutions of higher edu-
cation are run.

In our state, numerous
safeguards are in place
to help shield regents
from the influence of
Santa Fe and the whims
of elected officials. While
the governor appoints
regents, those individuals
must be confirmed by the
state senate. Nearly all
boards in the state have
five members, and no
more than three of those
members can be of the
same political party. The
board at the University
of New Mexico has seven
members, and no more
than four members there
can be of the same party.

After their confirmation,
regents should be allowed
to go about their business
of helping to guide our
state’s universities.

In her letter, the sec-
retary indicated the
finalists for NMSU’s
next president aren’t
representative enough
of the university or the
student body. I beg to dif-
fer. A presidential search
committee representing
university stakeholders
was engaged from the
beginning of this process.
Each of the finalists has a
doctorate degree and have
dedicated their lives to
serving students through
education. Two of the
finalists are Hispanic, one
is African American, one
is female, and each have

submitted statements of
diversity, equity and in-
clusion, expressing their
commitment to serving
communities which have
historically been under-
served.

To continue the best
practices in governing
universities, it is criti-
cal the regents conduct
their constitutional duty
of selecting a president
without interference or
political pressure in the
process.

Garrey Carruthers
served as governor of New
Mexico from 1987 to 1991,
as NMSU'’s chancellor and
president from 2013 to 2018
and a member of the New
Mexico State Ethics Com-
mission from 2019 to 2023.

We are honored to be among the best

in the Mesilla Valley.

NM BE BOLD. Shape the Future.”

NEF:UN2 New Mexico State University
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COMING UP

Saturday, September 14
« Big Brothers Big Sisters 2024
Mudd for Matches Tournament,
7 a.m. at Blue Moon Bar & Grill,
13060 N. Valley Drive, Radium
Springs. Info: 575-449-2728

- Suicide Prevention Commu-
nity Fair, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. at Moose
Lodge #2081 parking lot, 514 N.
Main St., Las Cruces. Info: 575-
524-1088

» Farmers & Crafts Market of
Las Cruces, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Plaza de Las Cruces, Downtown
Las Cruces. Info: 575-201-3853
» NARFE Breakfast Legislative
Program Update Session, 8:30
a.m. at Good Samaritan Village,
3011 Buena Vida, Las Cruces.
Info: 575-382-7686

* 3rd Annual Gratitude
Walk/Run, 9 a.m. starting at
Horseshoe Park on the NMSU
Campus. Info: NMSU.link/grati-
tude-2024

+ Mayor's Bike Ride, 9 a.m.

at La Llorona Trail, off Calle de
Norte and the east levee road.
Info: VeloCruces@gmail.com

« QOut of the Darkness Commu-
nity Walk, 9 a.m. at Young Park,

850 S. Walnut St., Las Cruces.
Info: 575-496-8532

« Salsa Festival, 10 a.m. - 10
p.m. at Luna County Court-
house Park, 700 Silver Ave.,
Deming. Info: 575-546-2674

« Fundraiser for Historic Phil-
lips Chapel and Clarence Fielder
Scholarship Fund, 1-3 p.m. at
Phillips Chapel, 638 N. Tornillo
St., Las Cruces. Info: 575-521-
4794

September 14 & 15

+ Diezy Seis de Septiembre, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at Old Mesilla Plaza,
Calle Principal, Mesilla. Info:
575-524-3262

Sunday, September 15

+ Mesilla Valley Jazz & Blues
Society presents Footprints,
6:30 p.m. at Aima d'Arte Charter
High School, 402 W. Court Ave.,
Las Cruces. Info: MVJazzBlues.
net

Monday, September 16
« Friends of the Library Book
Sale, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Thomas
Branigan Memorial Library
Roadrunner Room, 200 E.
Picacho Ave., Las Cruces. Info:
575-528-4000

Tuesday, September 17
« Academy for Learning in
Retirement (ALR) presents Al,
Cybersecurity, Block Chains
and Us: Dr. Gaurav Panwar on
Practical Cybersecurity Essen-
tials, 10:30 a.m.-noon at DACC
Auditorium, Dofia Ana Com-
munity College, 2800 Sonoma
Ranch Blvd., Las Cruces. Info:
575-527-7509

* Los Leones de Mesilla Lions
Club meeting, 6:30 p.m. at La
Posta Restaurant, 2410 Calle de
San Albino, Mesilla. Info: 915-

613-6315

« Full Moon Nights presents Rio
Grande Revelers, 7 p.m. at White
Sands National Park. Info: 575-
479-6124

 Swing on the Plaza, 7-11 p.m.
at Plaza de Las Cruces, Down-
town Las Cruces. Info: 575-541-
2290

September 17 & 18

« 40th Annual Career Expo
Fair, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at Corbett
Center Student Union, 3rd Floor
Ballrooms, NMSU Campus. Info:
575-646-1631

Wednesday, September 18
« Farmers & Crafts Market of
Las Cruces, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Plaza de Las Cruces, Downtown
Las Cruces. Info: 575-201-3853
+ 2nd Annual Borderplex Vet-
eran Service Provider Summit
and Veteran Resource Fair, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. at Starlight Event
Center, 6650 Continental Dr., El
Paso. Info: MilitaryVetAffairs@
elpasotexas.gov

+ Can Your Food Choices Save
the Planet? by Clifford Kinnear
Jr.,12 p.m. at Natural Grocers,
3970 E. Lohman Ave., Las Cru-
ces. Info: 575-522-1711

 Know Your City Seminar Se-
ries: City's Financial Service, 6-8
p.m. in the City Council Cham-
bers, City Hall, 700 N. Main St.,
Las Cruces. Info: 575-528-3003
« Film Las Cruces presents The
Wrap, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Rio
Grande Theatre, 211 N. Main St.,
Las Cruces. Info: 575-541-2290

September 19 - 22

+ Otero County Fair and Rodeo,
11a.m.-11 p.m. at the Otero
County Fairgrounds, 401 Fair-
grounds Rd., Alamogordo. Info:

575-434-0788

Ongoing Events

« QOvereaters Anonymous, noon
Wednesdays at St. James Epis-
copal Church, 102 St. James

St. Hybrid meeting, available

by Zoom. Info: Bob at 610-762-
3779.

« Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30
a.m. Saturdays, Peace Lutheran

« Tai Chiin the Park free intro-
ductory classes every Thursday.
9-10 a.m. at the Mesilla Park
Recreation Center in the Park.
Ongoing class in the traditional
Yan Family Tai Chi Long Form.
Information: 915-584-4730.

« Coalition of Conservatives

in Action, 6-8 p.m. Thursdays

at Kitchen Kraft Home, 980 N.
Telshor Blvd. Info: 816-510-1105.

Church, 1701 Missouri Ave. Hy-
brid meeting, available by Zoom.
Info: Bob at 610-762-3779.

» Meditation and Healing Ser-
vice, 6 p.m. each Wednesday at
Unity of Las Cruces, 575 N. Main
St. Through meditation, experi-
ence the presence of God. A new
service with Rev. Jennifer Kleitz.
Info: 575-523-4847.

* Los Leones de Mesilla Lions
Club meets 6:30 p.m., 1st and
3rd Tuesday at La Posta Restau-
rant, 2410 Calle de San Albino,
Mesilla. Info: 915-613-6315

* Mesilla Valley Contra Dance,
7:30 p.m. every third Friday at
the Mesilla Community Center,
2251 Calle de Guadalupe, Me-
silla. Info: 575-932-8222
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Los Lonely Boys include Las Cruces in new tour
FILM FEST EXPANDS INTO MUSIC

ALGERNON D’AMMASSA
Las Cruces Bulletin

ould Las Cruces one day be home
Cto an omnibus festival of film, live

music and related events similar to
South by Southwest in Austin, Texas?

Austin is a larger city by far and
SXSW is approaching its 38th year, but
Las Cruces International Film Festival
founder Ross Marks cited that event as a
direction he would like to see his project
stretch.

“This is our tenth year now,” Marks
said in an interview. “Attendance has
grown. Industry attention has grown.
It’s grown beyond my wildest dreams.
It’s the biggest film festival in the coun-
try put on by a university.”

LCIFF’s home base is New Mexico
State University’s Creative Media Insti-
tute, where Marks is a professor and fre-
quently works with colleagues, students
and former students as a filmmaker in
his own right. This year’s festival was
held in April with screenings, work-
shops and events featuring celebrity
guests such as Ron Perlman and Eric
Roberts at multiple venues around the
city.

At 7 p.m. on Sept. 20, the festival will
present its first music concert: Los

MOONBOW

ALTERATIONS - SEWING

Tuesday & Friday ~ 1to 6pm
Saturday ~ 10am to 2pm
Other times by appointment

225 E. Idaho #32
Las Cruces
(By Oriental Palace)

Alice B. Davenport
June Robinson
(575) 527-1411

LAS CRUCES INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL PHOTO.

Ringo, Henry and Jojo Garza comprise Los Lonely Boys.

Lonely Boys behind one of the most fa-
miliar rock singles of the 2000s, will play
a full show at the Grapevine Plaza, the
outdoor venue associated with the Pica-
cho Peak Brewing Co. at 3900 W. Picacho
Avenue.

“Heaven,” the band’s Grammy-
winning debut single in 2004, was a Bill-
board Top 40 hit that topped Billboard’s
adult contemporary chart for 16 weeks

and also found a country music audi-
ence. The trio’s slinky blend of Tejano,
conjunto, blues and rock has sustained
five studio albums, more Grammy nomi-
nations and decades of performances,
minus a three-year hiatus from 2019
to 2022. The band consists of brothers
Henry, Jojo and Ringo Garza.

Marks made his acquaintance with
the band when he sought permission to

Dora: 1year, Female

I'm a bit shy, but don't let that deter you. I'm just
a little cautious when meeting new people, but
once | get to know you, | promise we'll be the
best of friends. I'm quite young and have a
curious spirit. | love exploring new places and
sniffing out new smells. | may take a little time
to come out of my shell, but with some patience
and a few treats, i'll be your loyal companion.

To foster or adopt, call 382-0018 or visit ascmv.org
AD SPONSORED BY Second Chance Thrift Store/APA

2475 N. Main « 575-888-4882

use “Heaven” in his 2021 movie, “Walk-
ing with Herb.” The movie, based on a
novel by Las Crucen Joe Bullock, was
filmed in and around town with George
Lopez, Edward James Olmos, Mary Mc-
Donnell and Billy Boyd among its cast.

At that time, Marks said he was al-
ready interested in expanding LCIFF
into concerts, but needed a mid-sized
venue, something between the Pan-
American Center’s 13,000 seats and the
Rio Grande Theater’s 400. As it hap-
pened, Grapevine Plaza — which had
served as a film location for two of his
movies (“Santa’s Cousin” and a film
he is co-producing, “Brewmance”) —fit
neatly.

Marks said that after “getting my feet
wet” with his first concert, he has tenta-
tive plans to stage a larger concert as
part of the 10th anniversary LCIFF next
April.

The Sept. 20 Los Lonely Boys concert
is a benefit for the festival as well as the
American Collegiate Talent Showcase
scholarship program at New Mexico
State University, founded by Barbara
Hubbard. Tickets range from $65-$80 gen-
eral admission to $150 for VIP seating or
$1,000 for a private table. Ticketing and
more information is available at Hold-
MyTicket.com and seating is limited.

SHOP
TOUCAN!

FREE! NEW MEXICO PECANS
401.

One per person. Excludes all other discounts.

With $40 Purchase

EXPIRES 9/05/2024

PLU7200
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‘Dracula’ opens season in campy vein

BULLETIN REPORT

New Mexico State University’s theatre
department will open the 2024-25 season
with “a campy new twist” on Bram Stok-
er’siconic vampire tale.

An ensemble of student performers is
rehearsing “Dracula, a Comedy of Ter-
rors,” an off-Broadway success written by
Steve Rosen and Gordon Greenberg.

Five actors — Carlos Huereca, Eliza Phil-
lips, Okalani Ventura, Vance Cook and
Mario Montiel - play “over 15 characters
in this fast-paced satirical slapstick full of
gender-bending, quick changing, clever
word play and pop culture references a la
Mel Brooks,” the theatre arts department
reported in a news release.

The production, directed by NMSU
theatre professor Nichole Hamilton, pre-
views Sept. 26 at 5:30 p.m. with a costume
contest and post-show discussion, with
half off the price of admission.

The regular run opens Sept. 27 at 7:30
p.m. with a post-show reception, with ad-

NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY PHOTO
Okalani Ventura, Carlos Huereca, Eliza
Phillips and Vance Cook rehearse a scene
from New Mexico State University’s
upcoming production of “Dracula, a Comedy
of Terrors.”

ditional 7:30 p.m. performances on Sept.
28, Oct. 4, Oct. 5 and a 2 p.m. matinee on
Oct. 6.

Ticketing and additional information
are available via the box office at 575-646-
4515 or online at theatre.nmsu.edu under
the “performances and events” tab.

BULLETIN REPORT

Constitution Day, fall-
ing on Sept. 17, commemo-
rates the signing of the
U.S. Constitution in 1787.

New Mexico State Uni-
versity will observe the
day with an event address-
ing freedom of speech,
organized by the office of
interim president Ménica
Torres and the adminis-
trative Division of Student
Success.

In a news r