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DACSO Contact 
Information
Doña Ana County Senior Olympics is located 
at 2211 North Main St., Suite 12, Las 
Cruces, NM 88001 in the Pioneer Building. 
The closest cross street is Madrid Avenue. 
As you proceed north on Main through the 
Madrid intersection, stay in the left lane to 
make a U-turn near the MMJ Pawn shop/
Oban Ct. Immediately on your right, as you 
go south on N. Main St., you will see a tall 
sign stating Pioneer Building 2211. Turn in 
to this parking lot and enter the main door. 
DACSO is on the left as you go down the 
hall, with a sign in the window, Suite 12.

WEBSITE: dacso-nm.org
OFFICE HOURS: The office is currently 
open on Wednesdays in March and April 
from 11am-1pm and staffed by one of 
the officers of the board to assist in 
registration for the local games. 
MAIL: 2211 North Main ST., Suite 12, 
Las Cruces, NM 88001
PHONE: 847-274-7455
EMAIL: dacso2211@outlook.com

DACSO 2025 
Board Members

OFFICERS:
President - Betty Burgess, Assistant to the 

President - Bess Hobson, Vice President - Jayne 
Milavec, Immediate Past President - Paul 

Fetterhoff, Treasurer - Georgiana Hernandez, and 
Secretary - Ann McPhee.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Bob Sherman, Megin Smelser, Cathy Short, 

Zach Gonzalez, Jaime Flores, Pam Rodgers, and 
Michelle Johnson

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Mary JordanDACSO • 2211 N. Main St. #12, Las Cruces, NM 88001 • Email: dacso2211@outlook.com

Many thanks to our Sponsors

Doña Ana County  
Senior Oympics, Inc. Presents

2025 Senior Games2025 Senior Games
March 22 - May 23, 2025
Las Cruces, New Mexico
• Open to all adults 50+
•  Athletes from other counties  

and states are welcome
•  19 local sports to prepare  

for state competitions
• No pre-qualifying required
•  Athletes compete within  

their 5-year age bracket,  
e.g. 60-64, 65-69

   •  Register online at  
www.dacso-nm.org

$20 registration fee, 
$5 for each sports event
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Doña Ana County Senior Games 2025 is a copyrighted special edition of the Las Cruces Bulletin, designed and published 
by Osteen Media Group, 506 S. Main St., Las Cruces, NM 88001. Inquiries regarding editorial or advertising content may be 
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2023-2024
Friends of DACSO 

Doña Ana County Senior Olympics takes this opportunity to express 
its thanks to various businesses and individuals for their financial or 

other support during the 2023-24 year.
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CIRCULATION
Becky Jimenez

ADMINISTRATOR
Maggie A. Adams

Gold Medal Sponsor ($2,500+) Gary Tuttle 
Silver Medal Sponsor ($1,000 - $2,499) Jayne and Anton Milavec
Bronze Medal Sponsor ($250 - $999) Bob and Alice Distle-
horst, Fraternal Order of Eagles, Las Cruces, Georgiana Her-
nandez & Paul Flowerman, The Knights of Columbus, Jack 
Welch & Gayle Trantham 

Supporters ($5 - $249) Johnnie Aldrich, Santiago Avalos, 
Mark Barnet, Dennis Black, Carl Brown, Betty Burgess, Ernesto 
Bustillos, Brenda Coker, Debbie Duran, Jimmy Ebbs, Dennis 
Fromm, Richard Heath, Donald Henderson, Sheryl Hite-Ver-
dugo, Richard Kaupp, Pete Lotzer, Rebecca Martinez, Jane 
McCann, Ann McPhee, Drew McPhee, Wendi Miller-Tomlinson, 
Anne Nauman, Farzana Noshirwani, Steve Ruwoldt, Bob Sher-
man, Ken Shoemaker, Sue Stefford-Grey, Gerald Teufel, Steven 
Waugh, Ronald Wikum, Diane Williams, Kevin Wilson, Cheryl 
Young, Mary Jordan, Marilu Casillas

Corporate and Public Sponsors Big 5 Sporting Goods, 
Dick’s Sporting Goods, New Mexico State University, Target, 
Walmart, Sam’s club, Las Cruces Bulletin, Pioneer Building, Las 
Cruces Public Schools, One More Rep, White Sands Missile 
Range Bowling Alley, BravoMic Communications, LLC, Adams 
Radio Station

Partners City of Las Cruces

Volunteers Mike Basehart, Paula Basehart, Thomas Baglee, 
Ron Begemann, Sandra Blair, Betty Burgess, Vicki Coburn, Bob 
Distlehorst, Alice Distlehorst, Alesia Dutton, Bob Duke, Don 
Dutton, Cathy Fetterhoff, Paul Fetterhoff, Jaime Flores, Sam-
uel Gonzales, Zach Gonzalez, Georgiana Hernandez, Lucinda 
Hemingway, Bess Hobson, Tom Johnson, Michelle Mason, Ann 
McPhee, Drew McPhee, Mac McCollum, Anton Milavec, Jayne 
Milavec, Micaela Milavec, Shelby Miller, Danois Montoya, Riley 
Moulton, Sandra Moulton, Xander Moulton, Brad Olimb, Joe 
Olimb, Mandy Owens, Rick Powell, Roy Prieto, Rick Richard-
son, Bob Sherman, Laura Smart, Megin Smelser, Allixandra 
Trujillo, Jack Welch, Cheryl Young, Henry Young

As a Senior Olympian, I pledge 
myself to the Spirit of the Olympics. 
The Spirit of Achievement, that I 
may reach my goals;
The Spirit of Competition, that 
I may win or lose with pride and 
honor.
The Spirit of Friendship, that I may 
be a true friend to those around me.

ATHLETE’S OATH
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Spring is coming and so are the Doña Ana County Senior 
Games!  Our Board of Directors encourage all 50+ seniors to 
join us in committing to a healthy lifestyle through exercise, 
fun, sports/activities and a little friendly competition.  We are 
an ‘Open County’, meaning any adult may participate in our 
Games if they reach 50 years of age by 12/31/2025.

We are excited to let our community know that Doña Ana 
County Senior Games will be celebrating its 45th anniversary!

This year, we will be hosting our first POWERLIFTING 
competition on Saturday, March 22, under the direction of 
Jack Thomas at ONE MORE REP GYM.  The competition lifts 
include 1) squat, 2) bench press and 3) deadlift.  

We have also added an event to two established Sports/
Activities.  A Singles competition has been added to the 
Cornhole and Pickleball Competitions of Mixed, Women’s 
and Men’s Doubles.

We are proud to announce that at the end of 2024, our 
organization received numerous charitable contributions from 

local foundations and businesses.  We received a $5,000 
grant from Nusenda Foundations’s 2024-2025 Community 
Rewards Program, three Walmart Spark Good grants and 
also one from Sam’s Club.  All these funds will be used to 
support our 2025 Senior Games, including the development 
of our new website dasco-nm.org.

Our Games begin with Powerlifting on Saturday, March 
22nd and finish with Table Tennis on Friday, May 23rd.  Many 
of our sports have scheduled practices before their 
competition date(s).  Please contact the event managers if 
you would like to participate and receive instruction about 
your sport.

We would love for you to join our family of senior athletes 
as we inspire our community to become more active and just 
‘Keep on Moving’!

Message From The President

Betty Burgess
President, Doña Ana County Senior Olympics

Doña Ana County residents 50 
years of age and older 
maintain healthy lifestyles by 
leading socially and physically 
active lives.

Our mission is to promote physical fitness and 
healthy aging for adults 50 years of age and 
older. We achieve this by offering year-round 
opportunities to engage in athletic, recreational 
and social events, including annual regional, 
state and national Senior Olympics Games.

What is Doña Ana County 
Senior Olympics Mission and Vision?
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SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 2025
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Munson Senior Center
975 S. Mesquite St.

This is a great time to chat with friends over light refreshments, visit with your 
sport’s event manager and have help registering for the local Doña Ana County 

Senior Games. 
Registration will be online through Fusesport at 

https://dacso.fusesport.com/registration/2252/website/
You may register on your own with an email address and credit card. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO REFUNDS FOR THE 2025 DACSO GAMES.

OTHER WAYS TO REGISTER

Go to our website at dacso-nm.org and select 
registration option
Follow the instructions for registration. You will need an 
email address, credit/debit card and will be asked to 
create a password for return or future use. If you 
registered in 2024, you may add to that registration if you 
have your email, account number and password.

ONLINE: IN PERSON:

Come by the office on Wednesdays starting MARCH 5th, 
2025 from 11am to 1pm for assistance in online 
registering. You will need a credit/debit card and your 
email address.  If you have a partner for a sport, you will 
need their name, DOB and email to partner with them 
online. Fusesport will send them an email invitation to join 
also.  

KICKOFF & REGISTRATION
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2O25 DACSO Games - Schedule of Events

TRAILS WEST SENIOR 
COMMUNITY
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PRICING:
Registration $20, each Event $5. Fun & Rec is $5 for each of the 4 
events.  The extra fees for golf are $48, targets for Trap or Skeet 
are $10 and Bowling $6/day.

The Liability Waiver You Will Be Signing Is The Following:
I hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Doña Ana County 
Senior Olympics, Inc. and any of their agents or representatives: 
City of Las Cruces, Butterfield Range, Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces, B & J Archery, NMSU Golf Course, 
WSMR (Roadrunner Lanes Bowling Center), Las Cruces Public 
Schools (Organ Mountain High School and Field of Dreams), Trails 
West LLC., One More Rep, NMSU Aquatic Center, Sisbarro 
Community Park, Pioneer Insurance Building and National Senior 
Games Association (NSGA). To the best of my knowledge and belief, 
I have no physical restrictions that would prohibit my participation in 
the events I have selected. The DACSO Board has my permission to 
have a physician, RN or EMT attend to me if it is deemed necessary 
during my participation in the DACSO Games. I grant full permission 
to all the foregoing to use my likeness or any photograph of me 
participating in these events without obligation or liability to me. I 
understand there are no refunds for 2025. It is the responsibility of 
the athlete to read and confirm the registration data and dates are 
correct. I also agree to observe all rules and regulations of the 
DACSO Games, to exercise good sportsmanship, and to follow all 
oral and written instructions given by game personnel. I agree that 
failure to do so will result in my disqualification or suspension from 
the DACSO Games for a specified period of time.

We will follow New Mexico State Game Rules. 

Welcome to the 2025 Doña Ana County Senior Games! We are 
pleased to have had 154 athletes compete last year and look 
forward to seeing more in 2025!
Doña Ana County Senior Olympics is committed to a program of 
sports and recreational events to promote healthy and active 
lifestyles for all seniors age 50 and above. Our programs encourage 
both the athlete and the beginner to participate within their own 
5-year age category starting from 50-54 and going up to 90+. 
Senior Olympics in Doña Ana County is a volunteer group, with 
support coming from your modest registration fees. We offer 19+ 
events with opportunities for singles, doubles and mixed doubles 
play. When participating in any of our events, each person is 

covered by an athlete insurance policy. Your age group for 
competition is the age you are on December 31 of the registration 
year. 

For more information, e-mail the office at dacso2211@outlook.com
If you are playing doubles or a partnered sport, you will need the 
name, birthdate and email of your partner. Your team age is 
determined by the youngest partner’s age as of December 31, 2025.
 
Example: if you turn 50 on September 1, 2025, you are considered 
50 for the full year of 2025, and eligible for the spring 2025 games. 

2O25 SENIOR GAMES INFORMATION

• The Swimming order of events will be: 200 Free, 100 Fly, 50 
Breast, 200 IM, 100 Back, 50 Free, 200 Breast, 100 IM, 200 Back, 
100 Free, 50 Fly, 100 Breast, 50 Back, 200 Fly, 500 Free.

• At the time of this printing, Bowling requires picture ID to enter 
the White Sands Missile Range base – Check with the event 
manager on updates.

• Archery will allow one of the following: Recurve (with sights), 
Compound Fingers (with sights), Compound Release (with or 
without sights), Barebow Recurve (no sights), and Barebow 
Compound (no sights).

• The Track order of events at Field of Dreams on March 29th are: 
8am –  100M run, 1500M run, 50M run, 400M est walk, 400M run, 
9:30am – 1500M Power walk, 800M run, 200M run, 800M est walk.

• Powerwalk  7:30am –  5K at Sisbarro Park on May 10th.

• The Road Race at Sisbarro Park on May 10th order of events are: 
9:00am – 5K & 10K run concurrently.  All runners will do the 5K and 
the 10K runners continue on for a 2nd 5K to get their 10K time.

• The Field order of events at Field of Dreams on March 29th are:
9am - Standing Long Jump, Running Long Jump, 10am - High Jump, 
11am - Shotput, Discus, Javelin.

• The Air Gun event includes: Pistol-standing, pistol-benchrest, rifle-
standing, rifle-benchrest.

• Fun & Rec events include:  Soccer Accuracy Kick, Softball Distance 
Throw, Frisbee Distance, Frisbee Accuracy Throw.

• Cornhole will have singles, mixed doubles, and men & women’s 
doubles.

• Shuffleboard: Practice 12pm – 1pm, men/women’s singles 1pm – 
2 pm, men/women’s/mixed doubles 2pm – 6pm.

• Powerlifting is a new sport this year! It includes the following 3 
lifts… squat, bench press and deadlift. You must participate in all 
three lifts to receive a score.  
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Doña Ana 
County Senior 
Olympics has 
sponsored 
local senior 

games for 
more than four 

decades, and for 
more than half those 

years—27 years to be exact—Gary 
Tuttle took the spotlight as one of 
our most dedicated volunteers. He 
served as our Board Treasurer and 
he managed at least two of our 
annual competitive events: golf and 
bowling. 

Gary had endless energy and 
enthusiasm for sports of all kinds, so 
it was a natural fit for him to become 
involved with Doña Ana County 
Senior Olympics in the late 1990s. 
Throughout his life, he had taken up 
water skiing, dirt track racing, bowling, golfing, 
and pool, among other sports. As his daughter 
Kileen Squibb noted, “He was game to do 
anything.” 

In his meticulous manner, Gary planned and 

managed our bowling and golfing events year 
after year, putting in 50-60 hours of time for 
each event. He took extra care to try to assure 
just the right pairings for doubles in bowling, 
and he made little purchases on his own dime 
to accommodate golfers with “swag” because, 

as an avid golfer, he knew that was part of the 
golf tournament tradition. 

In his role as Board Treasurer, Gary 
stewarded our organization’s financial wellbeing 
just as carefully as he had managed his own 
successful business, Johnstone Supply. He 
reconciled bank statements each month, he 
prepared financial reports for the board, and 
he ensured compliance with IRS and state 
reporting requirements. 

Along with other members of the board, 
Gary tried to ensure that our organizational 
coffers would be sufficiently full each year so 
that with the roll of a bowling ball, the throw 
of a javelin, or the shot of a pistol, the “games 
would go on.” 

No doubt about it, Gary was an exceptional 
volunteer. But what many people probably 
don’t know about Gary is that he was also a 
philanthropist, quietly and with no fanfare using 
his resources to improve the welfare of others 
and support causes he believed in. In 2024, 
Gary anonymously gave a generous donation 
to Doña Ana County Senior Olympics, and he 
made donations to other nonprofits as well. 
“Senior Olympics was close to his heart,” his 

daughter explained. “He decided 
years ago to give his personal 
estate to charity.” 

Prior to his death last year, 
Gary worked with the Community 
Foundation of Southern New 
Mexico to set up the Tuttle 
Family Fund, which, once active, 
will begin supporting senior 
services throughout southern New 
Mexico. President and CEO of 
the Community Foundation, Terra 
Winter, said she expects grant 
awards will begin in 2026.

Our dear friend leaves a 
legacy of generosity, community 
engagement, and care for others. 

For these extraordinary qualities 
and for the time he gave us, we 
offer heartfelt appreciation of our 
fellow senior athlete, Gary Tuttle.

--Board of Directors, Doña Ana County 
Senior Olympics

Our Friend, Gary Tuttle
In Remembrance of

May 28, 1936 – March 5, 2024
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Local Bank. Local Impact.
Celebrating 55 Years!

Serving Las Cruces and surrounding communities since 1970.
Citizens Bank opened its doors in the historic Amador Hotel and adopted the “El Cortijo” as its symbol representing a marketplace. The Bank’s 
founders chose the symbol because they viewed the responsibility of the bank as being the heart of the community, providing needed financial 
service to communities it served. 

Today, the Bank remains a strong locally-owned company, and has been recognized as one of the top 25 banks in the nation for its size. The Bank 
has been able to remain successful by focusing on their professionalism, high customer service standards, and the goal of preserving mutually 
beneficial customer relationships

Thank You For 55 Years Of Community Banking
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An affiliation of

Call 575-652-6911 to schedule appointment

Body Sculpting, Naprapathy, 
Massage Therapy,  Skin Care

and Regenerative Services

1811 Mall Dr. Suite E Las Cruces, NM 88011

OPENS
MARCH 1ST

Out Now

The Las Cruces Bulletin has Special Sections and magazines 
coming out each month. Keep an eye out for your next read!

If you would like to advertise in any of our special sections or magazines 
contact us at (575) 524-8061 or email advertising@lascrucesbulletin.com

2025 NATIONAL
SENIOR GAMES
July 24 - August 4, 2025
The National Senior Games 
Pittsburgh, PAwww.nsga.com
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When you head out the back 
door of Eugene Petttes’ house 
set on his 2 ½ acre property 
off Mesa Grande Road in Las 
Cruces, one of the first things 
you notice is a makeshift high 
jump landing system. It consists of 
stacked dense foam pads and two 
upright aluminum poles on each side, 
with equidistant spikes hammered into the 
poles running vertically upon which Eugene 
can place a wooden stick horizontally to 

measure the height of his high jumps. “It’s 
makeshift,” 81-year-old Eugene says, “but 
it works.” In another corner of his property, 
running along the fence, Eugene has portioned 
off a strip to practice his long jumps. 

Eugene started competing as a field 
and track athlete when he was just in 
middle school, representing Court 
Junior High School beginning in 
1957. He went on to compete for 
Las Cruces High School, boosting 
his teams’ success in many track 
and field events, including high 
jump, long jump, the 200 and 100 
meter races and the 440 relay. He 
said his coach bought him proper 
track shoes. He holds records in 

both the 110 high hurdles and 180 
low hurdles. “All my life I’ve been 

into sports,” says Eugene, explaining 
that even after graduating from high 

school in 1963, he got involved in 
coaching Special Olympics for a spell.

“What drove me to get involved with Senior 
Olympics was that I never got a chance to go 

to the Olympics, Eugene 
said. “I didn’t have sponsors 
to cover me.” He explained 
that when he turned 50, he 
got involved with Senior 
Olympics because it allowed 
him to compete on a local, 
state and national stage in 
honor of his earlier Olympic 
dreams. He has been 
competing in the annual 
Doña Ana County Senior 
Olympics games ever since, 
and often competes at the 
State level. 

Eugene is a busy man. 
He is the lead singer in a 
local band, Genie and the 

Starliners, and he works as a security guard 
seven days a week. He says he gets serious 
about getting in shape for the local Senior 
Oympics games during the winter. In addition 
to practicing his high jumps and long jumps, 
he works out in a room in his home that he has 
designated as his weight room. 

In the July 4, 2019 edition of the Las Cruces 
Sun News, the photo and news clip on page 
2A give testimony to the ongoing story of 
Eugene’s sustained commitment to athleticism 
and its rewards: “Las Cruces Man Takes Second 
in the Long Jump.” The distance: 10 feet, four 
inches.  And in the summer of 2025, when the 
National Senior Olympics games take place 
in Des Moines, Iowa, Eugene, who will be 
competing in the 80-84 year-old age bracket, 
is determined to go for the gold. “Next year (in 
2025) I’m going to be first,” he promises. “And 
I hope I live to be 110.” And if longevity banks 
on staying physically active, Eugene will surely 
live that long.

Lifelong Athlete Eugene Pettes

Going for the Gold
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Your heart loves you... Make sure you love it back. 
STATE OF THE ART CARDIOLOGY AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER

We bring state-of-the-art technology to individuals with heart rhythm  disorder.
Including treatment of heart diseases, chest pain, cardiac arrhythmias, POTS, 

syncope, pacemaker and de�brillator implants, and Watchman Implants.  

Dr. Lookman Lawal, MD, FACC, FHRS
Electrophysiologist/Cardiologist

1250 N. Sonoma Ranch Blvd. Las Cruces, NM

(575) 323-3010
 

(575) 496-5725


