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MADISON — A fatal hit-
and-run accident involving a 
pedestrian on I-55 north of here 
Sunday is under investigation 
by state and local law enforce-
ment. 

“This crash remains under 
investigation by the Mississippi 
Highway Patrol,” Public 
Affairs Officer Darnika May-
field said. 

The pedestrian, Frank Tuck-
er, 51, of Jackson, was fatally 
injured by an unidentified vehi-
cle early on the afternoon on 
Saturday, July 15, while walk-
ing north on Interstate 55, May-
field said.  

MHP received the call at 
about 2:20 p.m., of a fatal hit-
and-run crash on Interstate 55 
in Madison County involving a 
pedestrian, he said. 

Tucker was pronounced 
dead on the scene, according to 
the authorities. 

MHP closed a portion of I-
55 near the 110-mile marker in 
connection with the incident.  

The Madison Police Depart-
ment is assisting with the High-
way Patrol’s investigation.

CRIME

CLUB CHAMPION NOW 
OPEN IN RIDGELAND

BASSETT PLACES 4TH 
IN MISS HOSPITALITY

LIFESTYLES BUSINESS

Competition   — See page, A2 Renaissance at Colony Park   — See page, A8

Pedestrian 
killed in  
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on I-55 

By JOHN LEE 
john@onlinemadison.com 

  
Madison the City has been 

ranked as the best city in Mis-
sissippi to live in and one of 
the best cities in America by 
USA Today.  

USA Today published an 
article last week listing the 

best city in all 50 states and 
Madison was selected as the 
highlight of Mississippi.  

Madison Mayor Mary 
Hawkins-Butler said the city 
accepts the honor with great 
pride.  

“Our city flourishes with 
an array of opportunities that 
cater to people of all genera-

tions,” Hawkins-Butler said. 
“Nurturing neighborhoods 
emit a delightful, family-
friendly ambiance, comple-
mented by a renowned educa-
tion system and an unwaver-
ing dedication to public safety 
and welfare. Madison is a tes-
tament to the accomplish-
ments that can be achieved 

when a community unites.”   
As of 2023, Madison has a 

population of 25,473 people 
and a 7.1 percent population 
change in a five-year period.  

The city also has a 
$243,500 median home value, 
and the average median 
household income sits around 
$100,978.  

USA Today describes 
Madison as a “relatively 
wealthy community” that 
offers many activities to its 
residents, including an 
archery range, baseball and 
soccer fields, walking trails, 
batting cages, and an outdoor 
learning center.  

Hawkins-Butler said Madi-

son is a city that prayer is 
building and that the city is 
looking to build upon its suc-
cesses and forge an even 
brighter future for the cher-
ished community.  

“Offering a variety of 
opportunities for people of 

USA TODAY 

See list, page A2

PRODUCTIONS FRIDAY-SATURDAY

Madison Summer Arts Camp finishes its two week run with three 
shows of The SpongeBob Musical Youth Edition on Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Saturday at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.  There is no admission charge for 
the show at Madison Square Center for the Arts on Main Street. The 
cast includes, front row, Joseph Belser as Perch Perkins, Emily Kay 

Kirk as Pearl, Scott Thomas Murphy as Plankton, Campbell Haindel as 
Karen and Morgan Trusty as Mayor; second row, Elizabeth Yeager as 
Sandy Cheeks, Lilly Temple as Squidward, Miles Agent as Sponge-
Bob, Meredith Odom as Patrick, and Thomas Pound as the Narrator.

By LUCY WEBER 
lucy@onlinemadison.com 

 
This camp moves to a different 

beat. 
There is plenty of music, dancing 

and singing, plus improvisation 
games, art and more all day during 
the two-week camp that is happening 
now at Madison Square Center for 
the Arts. This camp has been a tradi-
tion for arts-loving campers for about 
20 or so years. 

“This is a great introduction to live 
theater for children and teens. Our 
aim is to get all the campers the best 
training and experience they can get 
from auditioning to learning the 
music,” camp director Megan May-
han said. “It’s also so much fun for 
the campers and staff too. 

Each morning starts with a fast-
paced game, like Quidditch or Bippi-
ty Bippity Bop, that gets the campers 
energized for the day. Music plays 
almost continuously in the back-
ground, and campers and counselors 
spontaneously start singing and danc-
ing whenever there is a break in the 
action. Classes are meant to educate 
and prepare the campers for the big 
show. Art projects revolve around the 
theme of the production. Music class 
focuses on the songs each age group 
sings, and in the case of the younger 

kids, teaches them about reading 
music. In dance, each group learns 
the steps for the songs in the show 
and more. Drama quickly puts the 
campers on stage learning the lines 
and actions in the production.  

Ninety-four campers, from ele-
mentary age to high schoolers and led 
by staffers and counselors, are spend-
ing their days in Bikini Bottom 
preparing for this weekend’s produc-
tions of “The SpongeBob Musical 
Youth Edition.” The shows are open 
to the public at no charge Friday at 
7:30 p.m. and Saturday 2:30 and 7:30 
p.m. 

“It’s very impressive seeing them 
put a show together in two weeks,” 
said Benton Donahue, the music 
assistant. 

The first week is learning the 
songs, dances and action on stage 
while “week two is just polishing,” 
said the Ole Miss sophomore  in his 
third year as an instructor. 

Recent Madison Central graduate 
Omari Daniels is part of camp for the 
first time as a group counselor. “It’s a 
great opportunity for younger kids to 
express their theater side,” said the 
veteran of MC’s show choir. “I’m 
having a great time. 

“Coming in, I thought two weeks 
wasn’t enough to get a show together. 
These kids are ready to engage in the-

ater, ready to sing and ready to 
dance.” 

Putting a complete show together 
in two weeks involves a lot of moving 
parts. 

Brittnye Aven, the chairman of the 
visual and performing arts depart-
ment at MRA, is  the director of the 
show and drama teacher. Planning for 
the production began months ago 
with the selection of the SpongeBob 
musical.  What makes it all work – in 
addition to providing a fun experi-
ence for the campers – is the trust and 
friendship among the staff, she said. 
Campers also are passionate about 
what they’re learning, and that is con-
tagious, Aven said. 

“The caliber of experience in the 
staff and the trust we have in each 
other works,” Aven said, adding she 
trusts the different teachers to prepare 
the campers in their songs and 
dances.  

“The kids we cast as leads are 
mini-professionals,” said Aven who 
has worked with the Summer Arts 
Camp for 19 years.  “We trust them to 
go home and continue working.” 

Miles Agent, who plays Sponge-
Bob, said he came home the first 
night of camp running through his 
lines. “Every night before I go to bed, 
I go through the whole show. You’ve 
got to do the work but it’s worth it.” 

Landing the role of SpongeBob 
was exciting for Agent, an eighth-
grader at Madison Middle School 
who has attended camp for four 
years. “I love the people here and 
love the staff. I love putting a show 
together. Seeing the show come 
together is very rewarding.  We are all 
having fun. It doesn’t matter if you’re 
in the main cast or not.” 

At this camp, everyone gets the 
chance to shine. 

“Everybody gets a feature moment 
on stage in the lights. We make sure 
that happens,” Aven said. 

Over the years, campers return 
annually until they age out, and then 
many of them return as staff if they 
can. Friendships and love for the arts 
keeps everyone coming back.  

Rowan Gentry, a sophomore at 
Ole Miss, has been a part of Summer 
Arts Camp for 10 years, as a camper 
and now a counselor. “I found my 
love for the theater and dance here,” 
she said. “I love seeing the campers 
now fall in love with it like I did.” 

Sigrid Wise, began camp as a 7-
year-old and now she is in her sixth 
year as the theater arts teacher. An 
actress in New York, Wise said her 
the experiences as a camper and on 
staff keep bringing her back. “The 

See arts, page A3

Madison tops list as best city in Mississippi

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@onlinemadison.com 

  
RIDGELAND — Authori-

ties could have to wait another 
month for lab results to see if 
charges will be filed in an acci-
dent at the Renaissance where 
a vehicle went airborne and 
ended up on top of two others. 

“We have not made an 
arrest in this case,” said Lt. 
Eddie Addison of the Ridge-
land Police Department. “We 
will have to wait for the lab 
results to come back from the 
crime lab so we can have his 
Blood Alcohol Concentration 
(BAC) numbers.”  

Addison said blood results 
could take six weeks or more 
to come back from the lab. 

The incident happened on 
July 9, just after 1 p.m.  

“We received calls of a 
reckless driver on I-55,” Addi-
son said. 

Addison said officers look-
ing for the driver when emer-
gency calls came in about an 
accident at Zea Rotisserie and 
Bar at the northwestern corner 
of the Renaissance at Colony 
Park development.   

Police await 
blood test in 
airborne crash

RENAISSANCE

See crash, page A3

Madison Square Center for  
the Arts hosts summer camps 



By JOHN LEE 
john@onlinemadison.com 

  
Madison County’s Gracie 

Bassett says finishing as 
Fourth Alternate in the 2023 
Miss Hospitality competition 
was absolutely surreal.  

“I was quite surprised and 
honored, to say the least,” 
Bassett said. “The program 
directors told us throughout 
the week that this was one of 
the most competitive pro-
grams they had experienced 
in a while and the best pro-
gram they had seen in at least 
a decade. 41 amazing women 
came from across the state to 
compete and did their best. 
The competition was very 
tough this time around.”  

As part of winning Fourth 
Alternate, Bassett received 
$2,000 in scholarships, which 
she plans to use for medical 
school.  

Bassett is the daughter of 
William and Barbie Bassett of 

Madison. 
Gabby Bell from Pontotoc 

won Third Alternate, Maddie 
Grace Lightfey from Hatties-

burg was Second Alternate, 
Loren Wade from Petal was 
First Alternate and the overall 
winner of the 2023 Miss Hos-

pitality competition was 
Abney Pittman from Wayne 
County.  

Bassett and her fellow 
contestants arrived in Hatties-
burg on July 9 and finished 
the competition on July 15. 
She described the experience 
as “the best week ever” and 
would pay money to go back 
and do it all over again.  

“If I can’t go back and do 
it again, I can at least say that 
I couldn’t be more proud to 
be from Mississippi and 
Madison County, especially 
after all the things I learned 
about it after doing this pro-
gram,” Bassett said.  

Program festivities began 
on July 12 with one-on-one 
interviews with each judge, 
followed by panel interviews 
with all of the judges, and a 
speech competition on July 
14 where each contestant had 
to convince a tourist to come 
to visit Mississippi.  

On top of rehearsing for 
the competition, Bassett was 
also involved in multiple 
service projects in Hatties-
burg, including events such as 
an autograph party with her 
Little Miss, a Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s themed party at the 
Bottling Company, and dinner 
in the President’s Suite at The 

Rock Stadium at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi, 
something she said was an 
incredible honor.  

Bassett said the relation-
ships she made along the 
way, particularly a bond she 
shared with a radiation oncol-
ogist at Forrest General Hos-
pital, Sophy Mangana, were 
the best part of the entire 
experience.  

“I learned so much from 
her about being a physician, 
and I connected with her 
because it’s also something 
I’ve wanted to do growing 
up,” Bassett said. “That rela-
tionship will go forward with 
me for years after all of this is 
over.” 

Bassett said she is not sure 
what she will compete in next 
down the road, but she plans 
on being back for some kind 
of competition in the future. 
The next time she can com-
pete in Miss Hospitality will 
be 2025.  

“I highly encourage 
females aged 18-24 to look 
into this program if you’re 
looking for a scholarship, net-
working opportunities, and if 
you’re wanting to meet new 
people and make friends,” 
Bassett said. “I’d love to see 
this program grow in Madi-
son County to include Can-
ton, Flora, and Gluckstadt. 
It’s an awesome scholarship 
opportunity.”

different generations, Madi-
son proudly holds the title of 

a Certified Retirement Com-
munity, only 1 of 12 in the 
state of Mississippi,” 
Hawkins-Butler said. “Our 
two beautiful parks guarantee 
tranquility and the vibrant 
Farmers Market ensures an 
opportunity for our entrepre-
neurs. Additionally, Swing 
into Summer and Movies on 
Main add an enchanting 
touch to our city-sponsored 
events. With a calendar full of 
activities, retirees can enjoy a 
fulfilling and engaging 

lifestyle without a dull 
moment.” 

She said that with grit and 
commitment, Madison contin-
ually strives for excellence 
and works tirelessly to 
enhance the city, and every-
one involved is dedicated to 
making Madison an even 
more remarkable place to call 
home, as we work towards an 
even brighter future. 

“Madison is the best place 
to live in Mississippi, and in 
my opinion, in the country as 
well,” she added. 
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Meet the 
Candidates 

 
The Madison County 

Journal is authorized to 
announce the following 

 candidates: 
 

Tax Collector 
Shelton Vance 
(Republican) 

 
C.J. Garavelli 
(Republican) 

 
District 25 State 

Senate 
J. Walter Michel 

(Republican) 
 

District 58 State 
House 

Bob Anderson 
(Republican) 

 
Paid Political

List 
Continued from page A1

Madison County’s Gracie Bassett was among the top five winners of the 2023 Miss Hospitality competition and finished 
as Fourth Alternate. Pictured, from left: Gracie Bassett of Madison County (Fourth Alternate), Maddie Grace Lightfey of 
Hattiesburg (Second Alternate), Abney Grace Pittman of Wayne County (2023 Miss Hospitality), Loren Wade of Petal 
(First Alternate), and Gabby Bell of Pontotoc County (Third Alternate). 

About the 
Journal 

 
Founded in 1982, the Madi-
son County Journal is local-
ly owned by Prince Media 
Group which has published 
newspapers since 1881. 
 
The weekly Journal primari-
ly serves Madison County, 
including the cities of Madi-
son, Ridgeland, Canton and 
Flora. 
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n Go to mymcj.com 
n Call (601) 853-4222 
n Mail $42 to P.O. Box 219, 
Ridgeland, MS 39158 
 

MaDisON cOUNtY 
MaGaZiNE 

Six times a year residents 
west of I-55 receive a sam-
ple copy with the Magazine 
inside the Journal. Go to 
mymcj.com to subscribe.

Bassett wins Fourth Alternate in pageant
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Bob Anderson seeks 
election as  

District 58 State Rep. 
 
Hello, I’m Bob Anderson.  
I’ve never been a politician, 

but I have done a lot in the pri-
vate sector over thirty years. 
After careers in both aerospace 
engineering and real estate 
development, I know how to 
bring people together to make 
big things happen.  

Our district excels in many 
ways, but I know we can do 
more. I will push to widen our 
crowded roads and bring high 
tech jobs. I will fight to protect 
the values we hold dear in Mis-
sissippi and push back on federal 
overreach into our schools and 
our lives. As a veteran CFO, I 
will work to conserve every dol-
lar of your public money. 

I grew up in a family that 
believed in doing things for oth-
ers without any expectation of 
gain or reward. My whole life 
I’ve stepped up to volunteer 
when needed, serving in the U.S. 
Air Force Reserve, helping 
moms and kids at Jackson’s only 
pro-life crisis pregnancy center, 
flying families to medical care as  

an Angel Flight pilot, and serv-
ing through my church at home 
and abroad. I’ll work hard as 
your public servant in the State 
House too.  

I am a constitutional conser-
vative driven by the principle 
that less government is better, 
that lower taxes fuels growth, 
that less regulation frees the 
wheels of progress, that capital-
ism is key to investment, and 
that our moral compass matters 
most of all. I believe our county, 
our state and our nation can 
prosper under those principles.  

Bottom line: I care about how 
government affects our families, 
our finances, and our freedom — 
how it affects you.  

I ask for the opportunity to 
serve as your next State Repre-
sentative for House District 58. 

Bob Anderson.

Bob Anderson

“When we arrived at the 
accident,” Addison said. “We 
realized that the car we were 
looking for was the one 
involved in the accident.”   

The driver of the car was the 
only person involved in the 
accident and was transported to 
the hospital.   

Officers then typed up a 
search warrant for his blood 
and had it drawn at the hospital.   

“We sent it to the lab and we 
are waiting for those results,” 
Addison said. 

Crash 
Continued from page A1
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PAID POLITICAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

community, the people, every-
one has such a good attitude. 
We all want the same thing – a 
good production, good art.” 

Wise said she had so much 
fun at camp that she wants to 
make sure today’s campers 
find the joy in all of it. “I love 
being able to make the day as 
fun as possible.”   

While the campers are hav-
ing fun, they are using the 
games and exercises she intro-
duces to build an ensemble that 
works together, Wise said. “I 

always make sure they under-
stand they are building a com-
munity that can go far. They’re 
growing together.” 

University of Alabama sen-
ior Miller Widemire, an eight-
year veteran camper now in her 
fourth year as the assistant 
dance instructor, loves the 
whole experience.  “I come 
back for the camaraderie, the 
camp traditions. We’re a family 
that keeps coming back.” 

 No matter what a camper’s 
role in the show is, the staff 
wants everyone to be a vital 
part of the production, she said. 
“Everybody has an integral 
part of making the show. They 
want you to have your moment 
to shine. They never make you 

feel any less important. The 
responsibility you get, they 
know you can handle it.” 

The fun for counselors and 
staff is sharing their passion 
with campers for dance, music, 
drama or anything else 
involved in creating Sponge-
Bob and his home in Bikini 
Bottom. 

“Even if the campers have 
never taken a music or dance 
class, they’re in tune and want-
ing to do their best,” Widemire 
said.  “You can actually see 
their progress each day. It’s 
kind of amazing to see how 
they catch on. You get to share 
your passion and see them take 
hold of it for themselves.”

Arts 
Continued from page A1

A car landed on another car at Renaissance on July 9.
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BIBLE SELECTION
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.                    — romans 1:16 (EsV)

Is DeSantis the Kamala Harris?
CHARLES HURT

In 2019, when then-Sen. 
Kamala Harris announced her 
campaign for president, she 
was immediately crowned 
“the one to beat” by all the 
political experts in Washing-
ton. She checked all the 
Democrats’ boxes and had all 
the depth, charm, gravitas and 
smarts to clear the field and 
beat then-President Donald 
Trump. 

Looking back, the coverage 
of her announcement was 
comically absurd. 

The New York Times com-
pared her to Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

U.S. News & World 
Report’s senior politics writer 
declared that Ms. Harris’ cam-
paign would be “the standard” 
to which all future campaigns 
would aspire. 

“Harris is clearly comfort-
able in her own skin, and in 
interview after interview, her 
natural charisma and ability to 
connect shined through with 
ease,” he wrote. “She’s also 
blessed with a[n] infectious 
laugh that will come in handy 
when the inevitable attacks 
against her strengthen.” 

Reading those words today, 
it almost seems like the writer 
was mocking her. He wasn’t, 
of course. It was his very best 
political analysis — an analy-
sis that was shared by nearly 
every other political expert in 
Washington at the time. 

Of course, cruel reality had 
other ideas for Kamala Harris. 
So did Democratic voters. She 
struggled to connect with ordi-
nary Americans. 

After an initial explosion of 
funding by powerful party 
donors, the money ran dry. 
She came off as slippery — a 
shallow opportunist — in 
debates. Her campaign went 
bust before the first ballot was 

cast. 
She failed to earn one sin-

gle delegate. 
In the end, all Ms. Harris 

had left were her checked 
boxes, which turned out to be 
her most valuable asset any-
way. 

Today, she is a verbally 
incontinent, flailing embar-
rassment in the White House. 
Her cackling attempts to be 
more likable sound like nails 
on a chalkboard to many vot-
ers. 

Her only political accom-
plishment — and it is a 
damned Herculean miracle — 
is somehow managing to keep 
President Biden from being 
the most unpopular person in 
the White House. 

It should be noted that the 
same political experts who 
crowned Kamala Harris the 
next president in 2019 also 
declared Hillary Clinton the 
next president when she 
announced her first campaign 
way back in January 2007. 

Whoops! Or, more accu-
rately, double whoops! 

Surveying the political 
field today, all these same 
experts who were so disas-
trously wrong about Ms. Har-
ris and Mrs. Clinton have been 
promoted to enjoy even 
greater latitude in predicting 
the next “one to beat.” But this 
time, it’s in the Republican 
primary race. 

All the same political 
experts who missed the rise of 
Donald Trump and so badly 
whiffed on Kamala Harris and 
Hillary Clinton have been 
insisting for the better part of a 

year now that the next “future 
of the party” is Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis. 

Mr. DeSantis was all the 
Trump policies, they told us, 
without Donald Trump — the 
mean tweeter. American vot-
ers would just love Ron 
DeSantis. 

The only problem — once 
again — was that nobody 
checked with actual American 
voters on this. 

It is certainly true that Mr. 
DeSantis has a powerful 
record to run on. But, of 
course, so does Mr. Trump. 
Just ask anyone suffering 
under “Bidenomics” today. 

And it is true that Mr. 
DeSantis has demonstrated 
significant political prowess. 
But, of course, so has Donald 
Trump. Don’t forget: Mr. 
DeSantis never would have 
been elected governor of 
Florida in the first place with-
out the endorsement and sup-
port of Mr. Trump. 

And there is no greater dis-
play of political prowess than 
Mr. Trump’s 2016 stunning 
victory that, even today, many 
political experts refuse to 
accept. 

Now, polls are almost 
always ridiculous — especial-
ly those taken half a year 
before a political contest. 

But trends tend not to lie. 
The trouble for Mr. DeSantis 
is that the polls show his sup-
port from actual voters vanish-
ing the longer he is in the race. 

This raises a painful ques-
tion: Is Ron DeSantis the 
Kamala Harris of this election 
cycle? 

It would not be the first 
time all the political experts in 
Washington got it all wrong. 

 
Charles Hurt is the opinion 
editor at The Washington 
Times.

The Biden debacle waiting to happen
RICH LOWRY

Mika Brzezinski, co-host of 
the MSNBC program “Morn-
ing Joe,” is very cross with the 
White House staff. 

It isn’t, she believes, doing a 
good enough job protecting Joe 
Biden from the effects of being 
80 years old and increasingly 
frail. 

She insists that it needs “to 
clear a pathway” whenever he 
is walking somewhere, and 
make sure it is “there and 
telling him what’s next” when 
he’s at an event and going from 
Point A to Point B. 

It’s not clear what presiden-
cy Brzezinski has been watch-
ing, because it’s not as though 
the White House staff is work-
ing Biden like a dog, or as 
though there isn’t plenty of 
pointing and directing whenev-
er Biden is out in public. 

Axios reported a couple of 
months ago that “some White 
House officials say it’s difficult 
to schedule public or private 
events with the president in the 
morning, in the evening, or on 
weekends.” That does leave 
weekdays between about noon 
and 4 p.m., when most of his 
public events are scheduled. 

Obviously, the problem 
isn’t staff inattention or 
unawareness of the limitations 
of their boss, but the difficult 
balance involved in maintain-
ing the image of Biden as a 
robust, fully in-control presi-
dent of the United States, on 
the one hand, and in giving him 
the help he needs as someone 
who is visibly shaky on his feet 
and unsure of what to do with 
himself at public events, on the 
other. 

To her credit, Brzezinski-

isn’t denying Biden’s infirmi-
ties — as many Democrats do, 
at least in public — so much as 
shifting the blame for them. 

The latest discussion of 
Biden’s age was occasioned by 
his use of King Charles as a bit 
of a crutch during a visit the 
other day, while the king had 
some difficulty negotiating 
Biden where he needed to go 
during an inspection of the 
Welsh Guards. 

In the scheme of things, this 
wasn’t a big event, but it’s part 
of a pattern and one that sug-
gests more trouble ahead — the 
minor stumbles and wobbles 
will inevitably get worse, since 
aging is a progressive condi-
tion. 

Even if the White House 
staff were to dispatch the 
advance team to remove every 
pebble in Biden’s path, as 
Brzezinski hopes, there is sim-
ply no way to protect an 80-
year-old man from every 
potential misstep. 

In the end, there is a reliable 
way to keep him upright, 
which is a walker. Let’s say he 
doesn’t need one now. Can we 
be sure he wouldn’t need one 
in a year’s time? And would 
the White House ever want to 
have him use one, given that 
he’s in the most demanding 
office in the world and a walker 
is a symbol of decrepitude 

associated with assisted living 
facilities? 

No, of course not. Every 
incentive is to keep trotting 
Biden out like nothing is wrong 
— 80 is the new 70 — and 
hope for the best. Maybe he 
shuffles through the raindrops 
and nothing bad happens 
between now and November 
2024. But there is some signif-
icant chance that it does, that 
there is a fateful sandbag, wire, 
or step out there that is going to 
bring home the fragility of the 
leader of the free world in a 
disturbing and undeniable way. 

Democrats who look past 
this possibility are running the 
risk of repeating the Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg experience of 
talking themselves into believ-
ing everything is fine, until it’s 
not and they are left dealing 
with an avoidable catastrophe. 

Ginsburg’s defenders dis-
missed concerns about her age 
and calls for her to resign as 
sexist while President Barack 
Obama was in office and 
Democrats controlled the Sen-
ate. Then, Republicans took the 
Senate, Donald Trump won the 
presidency, and it was too late. 

Again, maybe Biden gets 
lucky, and certainly everyone 
of good will should hope that 
he does.  

If he has an ill-timed 
mishap, though, Democrats 
will have no one — not even 
the White House staff — to 
blame but themselves. 

 
 

Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley.

In the end, there is a 
reliable way to keep 

President Biden upright, 
which is a walker.

Is Ron DeSantis the 
Kamala Harris of this 

election cycle? 

EDITORIALS

As the nation’s top law enforcement organi-
zation, the FBI boasts a motto composed of a 
trio of virtues: “Fidelity, Bravery, Integrity.” 

Under its leadership in recent years, including 
that of current Director Christopher Wray, the 
agency has demonstrated an ethic describable in 
less laudable terms: denial and deflection. 

Such a code of conduct dishonors the FBI’s 
storied history. 

Mr. Wray’s testimony before the House Judi-
ciary Committee on Wednesday was a display of 
duplicity as Republican lawmakers called on 
him — fruitlessly — to account for his agency’s 
partisanship that, by all appearances, favors the 
Democratic Party and harbors bias against con-
servatives. 

Among the top congressional concerns that 
placed the federal lawman before the committee 
and national news cameras was the FBI’s han-
dling of its inquiry into the business dealings of 
President Biden’s son Hunter, which entwined 
with U.S. foreign policy ventures while his 
father was vice president. 

Deceptively, the FBI in recent months initial-
ly denied the existence of a documented allega-
tion from a whistleblower that the senior Biden 
accepted a $5 million bribe from a Ukrainian 
businessman. 

The agency’s record of refusal to produce the 
document until Mr. Wray was threatened with 
contempt of Congress prompted Rep. Matt 
Gaetz, Florida Republican, to inquire of the 
director, “Are you protecting the Bidens?” 

Mr. Wray’s response: “Absolutely not.” Per-
haps he should have gone on to advise the law-
makers not to believe their lying eyes. 

Evidence of FBI deception meant to 
stonewall a potentially historic case of political 
corruption itself has the look of partisan 
favoritism. 

To be fair, politics is a team sport, and Ameri-

cans have witnessed what appears to be an 
organized defense of the Biden family. 

In a separate tax fraud case, former IRS 
investigator Gary Shapley has recently alleged 
that the FBI tipped off Hunter’s lawyers of plans 
to interview him and search a Biden property. 

Further, Mr. Shapley has reportedly testified 
that witnesses heard U.S. Attorney David Weiss 
admit that Justice Department bosses were 
pulling the strings in the case against the presi-
dent’s son. 

Vehement denials notwithstanding, Hunter 
Biden is the recipient of a tentative, sweetheart 
deal — complete with a “get out of jail free” 
card — that few regular Americans could hope 
to cop. 

Questioned by Rep. Darrell Issa, California 
Republican, over whether confidential FBI 
sources were present at the Jan. 6, 2021, attack 
on the U.S. Capitol, Mr. Wray simply deflected, 
answering, “I believe there is a filing in one of 
the January 6 cases that can provide a little more 
information about this.” 

Almost anyne with a fair grasp of the English 
language and common sense would interpret his 
answer as yes. Americans look forward to full 
disclosure about the activities of bureau assets, 
including whether they were among sketchy 
characters provoking violence on that dark day. 

“Fidelity, Bravery, Integrity” may describe the 
FBI as a whole, but not its leadership. By all 
appearances, the agency’s top brass have lost 
their way. Serving as a tool of the Democratic 
Party, they no longer seek justice on behalf of the 
people. 

If Americans in 2024 award Republicans 
with an electoral majority, one measure would 
remedy Mr. Wray’s persistent practice of denial 
and deflection: defunding. 

— The Washington Times

The FBI has lost its way

With more than 6,500 illegal crossings daily, Presi-
dent Biden’s border crisis is overwhelming the system. 
New data shows 204,561 immigrants were apprehended 
attempting to cross the U.S.-Mexico border illegally in 
May, directly contradicting the White House’s claim that 
“unlawful border crossings have plummeted.” 

May’s crossings make the second-highest total for 
that month in 22 years. Democrats can no longer live in 
denial. 

The facts show the border crisis is leaving us wide 
open to terror suspects crossing our southern border at an 
alarming rate. So far this year, 125 have crossed into our 
country, compared with 14 through former President 
Donald Trump’s entire administration. 

And 98 crossed last year, a previous record high, up 
from 16 in 2021. 

This past week, it was revealed that border agents 
made “multiple mistakes” that led a Colombian terrorist 
on the FBI’s watchlist to be released into the U.S., 
according to an inspector general report. The migrant, 
whose name was on the terror watchlist, spent weeks in 
the U.S. 

The case involved the apprehension of an illegal 
immigrant on April 17, 2022, who was released two days 
after Border Patrol found he was an “inconclusive 
match” on the terror watchlist. 

Two days later, the FBI obtained further information 
from the Transportation Security Administration that he 
was a positive on the watchlist (after the illegal immigrant 
booked a flight to Tampa, Florida, from Palm Springs, 
California), and informed Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. ICE later detained him.  

“This occurred because CBP’s [Customs and Border 
Protection] ineffective practices and processes for resolv-
ing inconclusive matches with the Terrorist Watchlist led 
to multiple mistakes,” the report said. 

The release of the man came in a busy month, where 
there were more than 235,000 migrant encounters in 
Yuma, Arizona, where the man was first flagged, in April 
2022 alone.  

The IG report included testimony from a Border 
Patrol agent at the processing center in Yuma, who said 
he and his co-workers were trying to respond to emails 
from CBP’s National Targeting Center but were over-
whelmed with the surge of illegal crossings, putting the 
center over capacity.  

“Meanwhile, ICE officials explained that while the 
agency prioritized the arrest, its Fugitive Operations did 
not receive the migrant’s file until 8 days after requesting 
it,” Fox News reported. 

“Officials said that the delay may have been because 
the agency’s Yuma office receives about 1,000 alien files 
once or twice a week that it must sort, box and ship to 

Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) offices 
across the country. It is currently piloting using electronic 
A-files, but that pilot has not yet been expanded.” 

In May, House Homeland Security Committee Chair-
man Mark Green, Oversight Committee Chairman 
James Comer and Judiciary Committee Chairman Jim 
Jordan sent a letter to Homeland Security Secretary Ale-
jandro Mayorkas investigating how the department is 
handling the national security risk presented by an 
increased number of known or suspected terrorists illegal-
ly crossing the southwestern border. 

The letter focused not only on those apprehended at 
the border but also the 1.5 million illegal “gotaways” who 
crossed undetected during the Biden administration. 

“These ‘known gotaways’ do not provide biometric 
or biographic information to USBP agents and continue 
their journey into the interior of the country without back-
ground checks against law enforcement databases,” the 
letter stated. “Terrorists and other bad actors will attempt 
to exploit weaknesses in border security and vetting pro-
cedures to infiltrate the United States. We fear these 
known gotaways could also include illegal aliens with ter-
rorist ties.” 

The letter questioned the extent to which the legal 
impediments exist to “prevent detention and removal of 
aliens with terrorist ties, as opposed to impediments 
imposed by the Biden administration’s misguided poli-
cies.” 

In 2019, former President Barack Obama’s former 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson said that more 
than 1,000 apprehensions a day overwhelms the system. 
May’s 200,000-plus encounters is a 337% increase from 
the average number of May apprehensions from 2017 
through 2020. 

Since Mr. Biden took office, 6.9 million immigrants 
have crossed the border illegally. Homeland Security 
Investigations estimates that Mexican cartels are making 
$13 billion a year smuggling illegal immigrants into the 
U.S., 26 times what they made in 2018. 

Since Mr. Biden took office, more than 20 tons of 
fentanyl have crossed the southern border, enough to kill 
9.1 billion people.  

Despite Mr. Biden’s promise of a fair and humane 
immigration system, his open border policies aren’t com-
passionate; they are deadly. Mr. Biden’s Department of 
Health and Human Services lost track of 85,000 children 
after responding to Mr. Biden’s demands to “move the 
children quickly out of shelters” by rolling back important 
vetting and safeguarding procedures. 

Not only are lives lost in the smuggling, but more 
could be jeopardized with known terrorists flagrantly 
flouting the law amid Mr. Biden’s lack of enforcement.  

— The Washington Times

The raging borer crisis
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BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES/J. Ligon Duncan III

Therefore: Be ready!
Please turn with me in 

your Bibles to Matthew 
24:42-44. Jesus is speaking 
to us in this passage about 
spiritual preparedness. And 
He is telling us that to be 
spiritually unprepared for 
the day of His coming, 
would be the worst disaster 
that could ever befall a 
human being. No unpre-
paredness which we have 
ever experienced in life can 
possibly be compared to 
the kind of spiritual unpre-
paredness about which 
Jesus is warning today. And 
I would like you to look 
with me at this passage 
very briefly. Jesus gives 
some very practical chal-
lenges to us about spiritual 
preparation. In verse 42, 
He tells us that we ought to 
be prepared because of 
what we don’t know. In 
verse 43, Jesus shows us an 
illustration about not being 
alert. And then in verse 44, 
Jesus tells us that we ought 
to be prepared because we 
know He is coming. Let’s 
look at this passage togeth-
er today very briefly. 

I. Christians Should be 
Prepared for His Coming 
Because We Don't Know 
When to Expect Him 

First in verse 42, we see 
this exhortation that Jesus 
gives to be prepared 
because of what we don’t 
know. That is kind of 
strange. Be prepared 
because of what you don’t 
know. Jesus, is telling us 
about the uncertainty of 
His coming. And He is 
telling us that because of 
the uncertainty of His com-
ing, we need to be pre-
pared. In other words, we 
are to be prepared because 
of what we don’t know. We 
don’t know when He is 
coming, and therefore, we 
should be prepared. That is 
the lesson that Jesus is 
teaching us, that Christians 
ought to be alert because 
we don’t know the timing 
of His return. Again, He is 
not telling us to look for 
signs. He has already made 
it clear, that is not the prime 
part of being prepared for 
His coming. No, to be alert 
is to live a sanctified life in 
consciousness of the com-
ing judgment day. To be 
spiritually awake.  

And so, Jesus, in this 
passage, teaches us that we 
must be ready because we 
don’t know when He is 
coming. And being ready, 
among other things, guard-
ing our hearts against the 
world. Not allowing the 
concerns of the world to 
take us away from the most 
important thing. And so, 
Jesus gives a very practical 
pastoral use or explanation 

for our ignorance of His 
coming. Why in the world 
would the Lord leave us 
ignorant of some things? 
Well, in this case, Jesus 
tells us why the Lord 
leaves us ignorant of the 
timing of His coming. It is 
so that we will be vigilant. 
There are all sorts of 
things, that are conspiring 
to draw our hearts away 
from the Lord, in our 
everyday experience. And 
by saying to us to 'be alert,' 
Jesus is saying, 'keep the 
one thing before you at all 
times and you be prepared 
for the day of My coming.' 

II. The Result of Not 
Being Alert 

In verse 43, he gives us a 
warning illustration. He 
tells us a story about what 
happens when you are not 
alert. He is alluding here to 
the disaster of unprepared-
ness. We see it around us 
all the time. The illustration 
is taken from common life 
in Palestine. The illustra-
tion of a robber, or a thief 
breaking into a house at 
night. And I am told that 
thieves would often dig 
through the brick in homes 
at night and break in and 
steal. And you know, Jesus 
is saying, you know if the 
head of the household had 
known that a thief was 
coming that night, he 
would have been on guard 
to make sure that his family 
was not harmed, or that his 
possessions were not 
stolen. And so, Jesus is 
showing an illustration of 
how a homeowner by not 
being diligent, lost some-
thing. Now, he is not blam-
ing the man for being 
robbed. But he is raising 
the issue of culpable unpre-
paredness. Jesus is saying, 
you know there is a differ-
ence if we are not prepared 
for Him. Because He has 
told us that He is coming. 
He hasn’t told us when. But 
He has told us that He is 
coming. And He has com-
manded us to be prepared. 
And so, if we are not pre-
pared, unlike a homeown-
er, who experiences a sur-
prise break-in from a thief, 
we are responsible. We are 
culpable, if we are not pre-
pared for that day. And it is 
amazing how often this 
theme is repeated in the 
New Testament. 

Are we unprepared for 
the coming of the Lord? 
Are there other things 
which are more important 
in our experience than our 
relationship with the Lord 
and His coming. Are there 
other things that we care 
more about than His com-
ing and eternal fellowship 
with Him? See, the humble 

Christian, is the vigilant 
Christian, the watchful 
Christian, the wary Chris-
tian. The humble Christian 
has their eye on the coming 
of the Lord. And the Lord 
Jesus is saying, be pre-
pared, because you know 
the results of being unpre-
pared. 

III. An Exhortation to 
be Prepared Because We 
Know He is Coming 

And finally in verse 44, 
he gives another exhorta-
tion. Jesus tells us that as 
Christians, we ought to be 
ready because we do know 
that His coming is going to 
be unexpected. He says, we 
ought to be ready because 
of what we do know. We do 
know that He is coming; 
when, we don’t know. We 
don’t know the timing, but 
we do know that He is 
coming and He is coming 
unexpectedly. And in light 
of this, Jesus is arguing, 
that we need to live like 
watchmen. That is, we 
need to be prepared in 
mind and heart for His 
coming. You see, the true 
Christian, will study to 
please Christ. Show some-
thing to the Christian in his 
life or her life that displeas-
es Christ, the Christian will 
get rid of it. Show some-
thing in life that Christ 
loves and approves of, and 
the Christian will do it. If 
we love a person, we like to 
be with them. You know, 
some people, view worship 
as a torturous hour from 
which they can only too 
soon be released. You 
know what you are going 
to be doing forever in heav-
en? Do we long for that 
kind of fellowship with the 
Lord? In worship, in His 
presence?  

The most secure Chris-
tian in his salvation is the 
most watchful and hopeful 
Christian, longing for the 
day of Christ’s coming. If 
you are trusting and loving 
Christ today, then you are 
going to be singing “Joy to 
the World” with Isaac 
Watts on the day of His 
coming. If you are not 
trusting and resting in Him, 
then you are going to cry 
for the mountains to fall 
upon you and hide you 
from the judge of the 
world. And they will not 
spare you in that day. Pray 
God, that you will embrace 
Christ, even now.

 
The Rev. Dr. J. Ligon Duncan 
III is Chancellor and CEO of 
Reformed Theological Semi-
nary. He can be reached at 601-
923-1600 or by email at 
jhyde@rts.edu.

Gene Hurtis 
Wade 

Gene Hurtis Wade died 
peacefully in his sleep at his 
home in Ridgeland MS on July 
11, 2023.  

He was born in Columbus, 
GA on February 5, 1926, to 
Gordon and Evie Wade. He 
was the eldest of 7.  

He joined the US Navy 
when he was 16 serving in the 
Pacific Theater. His ship was 
attacked near Guadalcanal and 
Tarawa. He was wounded in 
action in route to Guadalcanal. 
He served primarily as a Sema-
phore Operator.  

He became a pilot and was a 
member of the MS Civil Air 
patrol in the 60s and 70s, par-
ticipating in many Search and 
Rescue operations. He lived in 
Jackson and later in Florida 
where he was an accountant.  

Gene is survived by his wife 
Barbara, his son Phillip Wade, 
his daughter Myra Hammond, 
3 grandchildren and 3 great 
grandchildren.  

Gene requested that no 
service be held. His arrange-
ments are being administered 
by Chancellor Funeral Home 
in Florence. 

 

Geraldine Martin 
Brown 

Geraldine Martin Brown, 
93, passed away Monday, July 
10, 2023, peaceably at her 
home.   

A funeral service was held 
July 15 at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church in Madison. Burial fol-
lowed in Moaks Creek Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Bogue Chit-
to, MS.  

Mrs. Brown was born on 
July 30, 1929, the daughter of 
the late Fred and Martha Mar-
tin of Felders Campground 
Community. A graduate of 
Carters Creek High School in 
Pike County, she was a mem-
ber of 4H Club and won many 
awards. While attending 
Southwest Junior College, she 
was elected to participate in 

Home Coming Court activities. 
A graduate of the University of 
Southern Mississippi, she 
earned a Bachelors Degree, 
majoring in Home Economics. 
She began her teaching career 
in Long Beach, MS, Public 
School System.  

After 2 years she came to 
Jackson and later taught at 
McCluer and Hillcrest Acade-
mies. She retired after serving 
14 years as a teacher, loved by 
her students and fellow faculty 
members. Mrs. Brown was a 
long-time member of the Bap-
tist faith. She taught Sunday 
School many times where 
needed in various churches she 
attended. She was a member of 
Ridgecrest Baptist Church in 
Madison, MS.  

Along with her parents, she 
is preceded in death by her sib-
lings: Billy Martin, Lloyd Mar-
tin, John Martin, Marshall 
Martin, Clinton Martin, Alma 
McCulough Boyd, Alice Pate, 
and a daughter-in-law, Peggy 
Brown.  

Survivors include: her hus-
band of 71 years, Eugene Clay-
ton Brown, Sr., of Madison; 
Son, Dr. Eugene Clayton 
Brown, Jr., Madison; Daughter, 
Janet Renee Nations (Kerry), 
Nashville, TN; Daughter, Judy 
Annette Smith (Jeff), Jackson; 
Grandchildren: Stephanie 
Powell (Jayce), Gluckstadt; 
Stacy Brown, Madison; Rev. 
Cameron Nations (Carly), 
Austin Texas; Shelby Nations, 
Nashville, TN; Nolan Smith 
(Christa), Starkville, MS; Leah 
Bell (Corey), Picayune; Lydia 
Thompson (Liam), Riverside 
CA. Great Grand Children: 
Marcie McDaniel and Clayton 
McDaniel; Kayleigh Sykes and 
Taylor Sykes; Cece Nations; 
and Thea Thompson. 

 

Josie Mae 
Ridgel Pradat 
Josie Mae Ridgel Pradat, 

age 92, of Madison, passed 
away July 13, 2023.  

She was born on September 
19th, 1930 in Vaughn, New 

Mexico, to Louis Ridgel and 
Florence Anderson Ridgel. She 
graduated from Charity Hospi-
tal Nursing School in New 
Orleans, where she met her 
beloved husband of 70 years.  

For many years she was 
active in the Girl Scouts, serv-
ing as neighborhood chairman 
and troop leader. She also held 
leadership positions in her 
church, including President of 
the Parish Council of Catholic 
Women and serving on the 
Finance Committee. In later 
years, she enjoyed volunteer-
ing at local nursing homes.  

She is survived by her hus-
band Doug; daughters Debra 
Joel, Diane Pumphrey (Mike), 
Denise Pradat (Dave Rotundo), 
Dawn Cannon (Doug), and son 
Douglas Pradat, Jr. (Dorothy 
Mandl). Grandchildren, Jen-
nifer Hannah (Tony), Alison 
Pruitt, Joe Pumphrey (Brooke), 
Joe Cannon, and Mike Can-
non; Great grandchildren, Brit-
tney Corbell, Brandi Hardin, 
Chris Lannon, Reed Griffith, 
McKayla Hannah, Andrew 
Hannah, and Olivia Pruitt. 
Eleven great-great grandchil-
dren. Brothers, Kenny and 
Colin Ridgel, and sister Linda 
Ridgel, and a multitude of 
beloved nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by 
her daughter Donna Pradat 
Smith, son in law Rick Smith, 
her brothers Tommy Smith; 
Victor, Louis, Jessie, Keith, 
and Edward Ridgel; and sisters 
Mae Smith, Ann Smith, Louise 
Ridgel Legendre, and Janice 
Ridgel Services were held July 
19 at Parkway Funeral Home. 

OBITUARIES

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

  
Holmes Community Col-

lege welcomed Katie Murphy 
as the district coordinator of 
Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit. 
She has 21 years of experience 
working in the community col-
lege system; seven with Jones 
College and 14 years with 
Hinds Community College. 

A community college alum-
na herself, Murphy holds an 
Associate of Arts degree in psy-
chology from Hinds (1999), a 
Bachelor of Science in educa-
tional psychology from Missis-
sippi State University (2001) 
and a Master of Arts in higher 

education from The 
University of Missis-
sippi (2002). She is a 
member of The 
National Academic 
Advising Association 
(NACADA) and an 
active member of 
Highland Colony 
Baptist Church in 
Ridgeland, as well. 

Murphy has three 
children: Thomas 
(19), Rhett (17) and Lainey 
Kate (14). Thomas was a dual 
enrollment/dual credit student 
at Holmes last year and is now 
a college freshman, Rhett is a 
junior at Germantown High 
School and Lainey Kate is an 

eighth grader at Ger-
mantown Middle 
School. Murphy’s 
hobbies include 
attending her chil-
dren’s sporting 
events, working in the 
yard and playing with 
her two labs, Cocoa 
and Molly. 

“I am very excited 
to be a part of the 
Holmes Community 

College family!” Murphy said. 
“I am a tremendous supporter 
of the Mississippi Community 
College system and I look for-
ward to serving the students at 
Holmes!”

Murphy hired as dual credit coordinator

First Presbyterian 
Church of  Jackson
“To glorify God, and enjoy Him forever.”

1390 N. State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 

601.353.8316 
fpcjackson.org

THE LORD’S DAY
Morning Worship 

8:30 a.m. 
11 a.m. 

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. 

 Evening Worship  
6 p.m. 

Midweek Activities 
Prayer Meeting 6 p.m. (Patterson) 

Adult Electives, D Groups 
Childrens Choirs, Youth Activities 

Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)

Services Livestream 
fpcjackson.org/livestream 

WLBT-TV3 
10 a.m.

Katie 
Murphy
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NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING 

Notice is hereby given to any parties in 
interest that there will be a hearing on 
August 14, 2023, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Justice Complex of the City of Madison, 
located at 2001 Main Street, Madison, 
Mississippi, for the purpose of deter-
mining whether a certain amendment 
to the Zoning Ordinance shall be ad-

containing such amendment shall be 
adopted. The general subject matter of 
the amendment is as follows: 

Amendment of Section 16.02, 16.03, 
18.03, 19.02, 19.03 regarding “Person-
al services in Commercial Districts.” 

A copy of the proposed amendment 
is available for review at Madison 
City Hall from 8 a.m. through 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, excluding le-
gal holidays. For additional informa-
tion, contact Madison City Hall, Com-
munity Development Department at 
601.856.71 16. 

By: s/Susan B. Crandall
Susan B. Crandall, City Clerk
Director of Finance and Administra tion

Publication: July 20, 2023 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF
BENALICE GUNN BUCHHOLZ, DE-
CEASED

CAUSE NO. 2023-490-C

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters Testamentary having been 
granted on the 23rd day of June, 
2023, by the Chancery Court of Mad-
ison County, Mississippi, to the under-
signed Executor upon the Estate of 
BenAlice Gunn Buchholz, deceased, 
notice is hereby given to all persons 
having claims against said estate to 
present the same to the clerk of this 
court for probate and registration ac-
cording to the law within ninety (90) 

notice or they will be forever barred.
This the 1st day of July, 2023.
/s/ Ashley Farron McWilliams
Ashley Farron McWilliams, Executor
Estate of BenAlice Gunn Buchholz

Of Counsel:
Judson M. Lee (MB# 100701)
JUDSON M. LEE, PLLC
2088 Main Street, Suite A
Madison, MS 39110
(601) 707-9711 T
(601) 707-7509 F

LLC.
P. O. BOX 1694
MADISON, MS 39130
TELE (601) 856-8220
FAX (601) 790-7844

NOTICE OF SALE is hereby given in 
accordance with the Mississippi Stat-
ues governing the sale of abandoned 
motor vehicles, that the following ve-
hicles, bearing their respective serial 
numbers and registration will be sold 
along with all contents of said vehicles 
for towing and storing charges and 
costs of this sale as follows:

2008 FORD TAURUS

Date of Sale: JULY  , 2023
Time: 9:30 am
Place: 308 N Wheatley Street, Ridge-
land, MS 39157

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
 
IN RE: 

 PROMISSORY 
NOTE (MADISON COUNTY, MISSIS-
SIPPI LEASE PURCHASE – COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE PROJECT), SERIES 
2023 (THE “NOTE”) OF THE CEN-
TRAL MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC IM-

BY MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIP-
PI 

 
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
 
TO: THE TAXPAYERS OF MADISON 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

-
ter of the validation of the above-desc 
ribed obligation will be heard on the 
4th day of August 2023, at 9:00 o'clock 
a.m., in the Chancery Court of Madi-
son County, Mississippi, at the Madi-
son County Courthouse in the City of 
Canton, Mississippi, at or before which 
time and date written objections to the 
validation of the issuance of said obli-

By order of the Chancellor, this the 
14th day of July 2023.

RONNY LOTT
CHANCERY CLERK
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
BY: Kelsey Rodriguez, D.C.

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MAD-
ISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT OF MARY BETH 
RAY, DECEASED  
CAUSE NO. 2023-527 (C)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters Testamentary having been 
granted on the 26th day of May, 
2023, by the Chancery Court of Mad-
ison County, Mississippi, to the un-
dersigned Co-Executors of the Last 
Will and Testament of Mary Beth Ray, 
deceased, notice is hereby given to 
all persons having claims against said 
Estate to present the same to the Clerk 
of this Court for probate and registra-
tion according to law, within ninety (90) 

notice, or they will be forever barred.

THIS, the 7th day of June, 2023.

/s/ Glenn M. Ray
GLENN M. RAY, Co-Executor under 
the Last Will and Testament of Mary 
Beth Ray, deceased

/s/ Charles S. Ray
CHARLES S. RAY, Co-Executor under 
the Last Will and Testament of Mary 
Beth Ray, deceased

/s/ Mary Ann Black
MARY ANN BLACK, Co-Executor 
under the Last Will and Testament of 
Mary Beth Ray, deceased

PUBLISHED:

Public 
Notices

SAMUEL H. WILLIFORD, MSB 
#100095
WILLIFORD, McALLISTER, JACO-
BUS & WHITE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
303 Highland Park Cove, Suite A
Ridgeland, Mississippi 39157
Telephone No. 601:991-2000
Facsimile No. 601:991-0859
Email: swilliford @wmjwlaw.com

SOLICITOR

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING

Notice is hereby given to those parties 
in interest that there will be a hearing 
on Thursday, August 17, 2023, at 6:00 

at City Hall, 100 West School Street, 
Ridgeland, Mississippi, for the pur-
pose of determining whether or not a 
Petition and Application for Condition-
al Use Permit shall be granted to the 
owners of the described property in 
the City of Ridgeland, Madison County, 
Mississippi.
Legal Description - 20' Access & Utility 
Easement
A 0.22 Acre (9,410.23 Square 
Feet),more or less, 20' wide easement 
situated in the Southwest Quarter of 
the Southeast Quarter of Section 32, 
township 7 North, Range 2 East, City 
of Ridgeland, Madison County, Mis-
sissippi and being more particularly 
described as follows, To Wit:
COMMENCING at a found iron rod 
on the North Right of Way of County 
Line Road (as is now laid out and in 
use June 2023) marking the Southeast 

subdivision recorded in the Chancery 
-

sissippi in Cabinet 2, Slot 28; thence 
along said North Right of Way run 
South 89°36'28" East for a distance of 
6.06 feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar with 
cap and the POINT OF BEGINNING; 
thence leaving said Right of Way run 
North 00°00'48" East for a distance of 
209.66 feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar with 
cap; thence North 01°57'23" East for a 
distance of 117.42 feet to a set ½” x 18” 
rebar with cap; thence North 27°01'16" 
East for a distance of 63.06 feet to a 
set ½” x 18” rebar with cap; thence 
South 89°43'37" West for a distance of 
28.80 feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar with 
cap; thence North 00°00'48" East for a 
distance of 20.00 feet to a set ½” x 18” 
rebar with cap; thence North 89°43'37" 
East for a distance of 80.00 feet to a 
set ½” x 18” rebar with cap; thence 
South 00°16'23" East for a distance of 
20.00 feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar with 
cap; thence South 89°43'37" West 
for a distance of 28.80 feet to a set 
½” x 18” rebar with cap; thence South 
27°01'16" West for a distance of 68.93 
feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar with cap; 
thence South 01°57'23" West for a dis-
tance of 112.63 feet to a set drill hole in 
the top back of concrete curb; thence 
South 00°00'48" West for a distance 
of 209.22 feet to a set P.K. Nail on 
said North Right of Way; thence along 
said Right of Way run South 89°43'37" 
West for a distance of 20.00 feet back 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING for the 
above described easement having an 
area of 0.22 Acres (9,410.23 Square 
Feet) more or less.
Legal Description - 80' x 80' Lease 
Area
A 0.15 Acre (6,400.08 Square 
Feet),more or less, 20' wide easement 
situated in the Southwest Quarter of 
the Southeast Quarter of Section 32, 
township 7 North, Range 2 East, City 
of Ridgeland, Madison County, Mis-
sissippi and being more particularly 
described as follows, To Wit
COMMENCING at a found iron rod on 
the North Right of Way of County Line 
Road (as is now laid out and in use 
June 2023) marking the Southeast cor-

-
vision recorded in the Chancery Clerks 

in Cabinet 2, Slot 28; thence along 
said North Right of Way run South 
89°36'28" East for a distance of 6.06 
feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar with cap; 
thence leaving said Right of Way run 
North 00°00'48" East for a distance 
of 209.66 feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar 
with cap; thence North 01°57'23" East 
for a distance of 117.42 feet to a set 
½” x 18” rebar with cap; thence North 
00°00'48" East for a distance of 76.35' 
to a set 1/2" x 18" rebar with cap and 
the POINT OF BEGINNNG; thence 
North 00°00'48" East for a distance of 
80.00 feet to a set ½” x 18” rebar with 
cap; thence North 89°43'37" East for a 
distance of 80.00 feet to a set ½” x 18” 
rebar with cap; thence South 00°00'48" 
West for a distance of 80.00 feet to a 
set ½” x 18” rebar with cap; thence 
South 89°43'37" West for a distance 
of 80.00 feet back to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING for the above described 
Lease Area having an area of 0.15 
Acre (6,400.08 Square Feet) more or 
less.
APPROVED:
ATTEST:
/s/Paula Tierce                  
Paula Tierce, City Clerk
July 18, 2023
Publish: July 20, 2023

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: GURSAHIB SINGH, A MINOR
CAUSE NO.: 23-687

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      HAWINDER SINGH

NOTICE TO PARTY OF INTEREST

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

You have been made a Respondent 

Kaur, Petitioner, seeking custody of 
your biological child, Gursahib Singh, 
An eleven (11) year old unmarried 
male .
YOU ARE SUMMONED to appear and 
defend against said Complaint at 9:30 
AM on the  day of  

, at the courthouse at the 
 , located 

at -
 Before the 

-
 and in your failing to appear and 

defend, a judgment will be entered 
against you for the money or things 
demanded in the Complaint or Petition.

or other pleadings, but you may do so 
if you so desire .

with the Madison County Chancery 
Clerk, Canton, Mississippi.
Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, this 5th day of July, 2023.

Public 
Notices

Ronny Lott
Chancery Clerk,
Madison County, Mississippi

 
 PETI-

TIONERS
AND SUZANNE MARIE BRIDGES
 

 DEFEN-
DANTS

-
SON

-
THERS
 
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

TO:
UNKNOWN PUTATIVE FATHERS
WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN

THE PETITION TO TERMINATE PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS, FOR ADOPTION 
AND OTHER RELIEF WHICH IS 
ATTACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 
IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

NOTICE OF HEARING

YOU ARE SUMMONED to appear and 
defend against said Petition to Termi-
nate Parental Rights, for Adoption and 
Other Relief at 9:00 A.M., on the 24th 
day of October, 2023 before the HON-
ORABLE JAMES C. WALKER., CHAN-
CELLOR, at the MADISON COUNTY 
CHANCERY BUILDING, CANTON, 
MISSISSIPPI 39046. In case of your 
failure to appear and defend, a judg-
ment will be entered against you for 
the money or other things demanded 
in the Petition to Terminate Parental 
Rights, for Adoption and Other Relief.  

-
swer or other pleading, but you may do 
so if you desire.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND THE 
SEAL of said Court on this the 15th 
day of June, 2023.

RONNY LOTT, CHANCERY CLERK

Canton, Mississippi 39046

/s/Ronny Lott .C.

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

 , A MI-
NOR
CAUSE NO.: 23-688B
PALWINDER SINGH, PETITIONER

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

NOTICE TO PARTY OF INTEREST

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

YOU ARE SUMMONED to appear 
and defend against said Complaint at 
9:00 AM on the  day of 
2023, at the courthouse at the -

, locat-
ed at 

 and in your failing 
to appear and defend, a judgment will 
be entered against you for the money 
or things demanded in the Complaint 
or Petition.

or other pleadings, but you may do so 
if you so desire .

with the Madison County Chancery 
Clerk, Canton, Mississippi.
Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, this 30th day of June, 2023.
Ronny Lott
Chancery Clerk,
Madison County, Mississippi

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: MEHTAB SINGH, A MINOR
CAUSE NO.: 23-686

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      HAWINDER SINGH

NOTICE TO PARTY OF INTEREST

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

You have been made a Respondent 

Kaur, Petitioner, seeking custody of 
your biological child, Mehtab Singh, a 
seven (7) year old unmarried male .
YOU ARE SUMMONED to appear and 
defend against said Complaint at 9:30 
AM on the  day of  

, at the courthouse at the 
 , located 

at -
 Before the 

-
 and in your failing to appear and 

defend, a judgment will be entered 
against you for the money or things 
demanded in the Complaint or Petition.

or other pleadings, but you may do so 
if you so desire .

with the Madison County Chancery 
Clerk, Canton, Mississippi.
Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, this 5th day of July, 2023.
Ronny Lott
Chancery Clerk,
Madison County, Mississippi

ADVERTISEM ENT FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that the May-
or and Board of Aldermen of the City 
of Ridgeland, Mississippi, will receive 
written and electronic sealed bids for 
the purchase of services, commod-
ities, and supplies for Public Works 
and contracts for public construction 
as listed below. Bids will be received 
until the hour of 

, in the Board Room 
at City Hall located at 100 W. School 
Street, Ridgeland, Mississippi 39157 
or may be submitted electronic ally at 
www.centra lbidding.com .

Water Distribution System Compo-
nents -Installation
Equipment and Labor Rental Per Hour
Cast Iron Curb Inlets

Public 
Notices

Sewer Rehabilita tion System
Landscape Materials (Plants, Soil, 
Sod, and Mulch) – Materials Only
Landscape Installation (Plants, Soil, 
Sod, and Mulch) – Installation Only
Aggregate, Soil and Fill Materials
Drainage Pipe - Concrete
Drainage Pipe & Structures (Installat 
ion Only)
Asphalt (FOB – Plant) (6 month)
Asphalt (FOB - City of Ridgeland) (6 
month)
Water Treatment Chemicals (6 month)
Water System Components- Materials
Sewer System Components- Materials
Brass, Copper, Cast Iron and Miscel-
lane ous Supplies
Pre-Cast Concrete Drainage Struc-
tures Materials
Concrete Installation and Repair, La-
bor and Materials
Flexible Pipe Joint Thrust Restraint 
System Supplies
Concrete Materials and Supplies
GPS Locating Service (per hour)
Easement Clearing and Maintenance
Water Operations Maintenance and 
Inspection Services
Pre-cast Concrete Manholes
Utility Pothole Service (per hour)
Pest Control Chemicals

Sheeting

Street Sign Posts, Blanks and Miscel-
lane ous Material
Construction Work Zone Sign and 
Equipment Rental

Permanent Thermoplas tic Pavement 
Markings

Preformed Pavement Markings
Decorative Street Name Signs & Posts

Light Maintenance Service
Vehicle Loop Assemblies
Crack Sealant (Hot Applied)
Stamping and Printing Asphalt Pave-
ment
Decorative Stamped and Painted Con-
crete Pavement

loaded from Central Bidding at www.
centra lbidding.com and electronic 
bids can be submitted at www.centra 
lbidding.com . For any questions relat-
ing to the electronic bidding process 
and to register, please call Central Bid-
ding at 225-810-48 14. All Bids must be 
sealed and clearly marked “Sealed Bid” 
with the item you are bidding listed on 
the envelope. Please put only one bid 
form in each envelope. All bids shall 
be submitted in duplicate. Bids will 
only be accepted on forms provided 
by the City and downloaded from www.
centra lbidding.com and the prices 
quoted will be binding for the period 
from -

. Contracts for purchase will 
be made from the lowest and/or best 
bids submitted, but the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen reserve the right to 
reject any and all bids, and accept or 
reject any part of a bid.

 www.centra lbid-
ding.com

: City of Ridgeland, 
Attn: Renee Buckner, 100 W. School 
Street, Ridgeland, MS 39157

City of Ridgeland, 
Attn: Renee Buckner P.O. Box 217, 
Ridgeland, MS 39158

CITY OF RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI
BY:  /s/Paula Tierce
Paula Tierce, City Clerk

Publish:    July 20, 2023 and July 27, 
2023

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
QUINTON SPRAYBERRY, DE-
CEASED   
                                      
CAUSE NO.:2022-808

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF MADISON

TO 
OF QUINTON SPRAYBERRY, DE-
CEASED

NOTICE TO RESPONDENTS

YOU HAVE BEEN MADE A RESPON-
DENT TO THE PETITION TO DETER-
MINE THE HEIRS AT LAW OF QUIN-
TON SPRAYBERRY, DECEASED 
FILED IN THE ABOVE REFERENCED 
MATTER BY CINDY PENTECOST AS 
THE ADMINISTRA TRIX OF THE ES-
TATE OF QUINTON SPRAYBERRY, 
DECEASED.

You are summoned to appear and de-
fend against the said Petition at 8:30 
o 'clock A.M. on the 21 st day of Au-
gust 2023, before Chancellor Cynthia 
Brewer in the Madison County Chan-
cery Administra tive Building, 146 West 
Center Street, Canton, MS 39046, and 
in case of your failure to appear and 
defend a judgment will be entered 
against you for the things demanded 
in the petition.

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.

Issued under my hand and seal of said 
Court, this the 6th day of July, 2023.

Ronny Lott, Chancery Clerk
Madison County , Mississippi

Issue at the request of Charles “Brad” 
Martin, MSB# 100767, TYNER LAW 
FIRM, P.A., 3352 North Liberty St., 
Canton, MS 39046, Phone: 601-401-

com

NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING 

Notice is hereby given to any parties in 
interest that there will be a hearing on 
August 14, 2023, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Justice Complex of the City of Madi-
son, located at 2001 Main Street, Mad-
ison, Mississippi, for the purpose of 
determining whether a certain amend-
ment to the Zoning Ordinance shall be 

containing such amendment shall be 
adopted. The general subject matter 
of the amendment is as follows: 

1. Amendment of Section 24.02 re-
garding “Retirement Village Special 
Use District (S-1) Conditional Uses” 

A copy of the proposed amendment 
is available for review at Madison 
City Hall from 8 a.m. through 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays. For additional informa-
tion, contact Madison City Hall, Com-

Public 
Notices

munity Development Department at 
601.856.71 16. 

By: s/Susan B. Crandall
Susan B. Crandall, City Clerk
Director of Finance and Administra tion

Publication: July 20, 2023 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

 , A MI-
NOR
CAUSE NO.: 23-688B
PALWINDER SINGH, PETITIONER

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

NOTICE TO PARTY OF INTEREST

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

YOU ARE SUMMONED to appear and 
defend against said Complaint at 9:00 
AM on the  day of  

, at the courthouse at the 
 , located 

at -
 and in your failing to 

appear and defend, a judgment will be 
entered against you for the money or 
things demanded in the Complaint or 
Petition.

or other pleadings, but you may do so 
if you so desire .

with the Madison County Chancery 
Clerk, Canton, Mississippi.
Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, this 30th day of June, 2023.
Ronny Lott
Chancery Clerk,
Madison County, Mississippi

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MAD-
ISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE LAST
WILL AND TESTAMENT AND
ESTATE OF JIMMIE HORACE RAY,
DECEASED.
CIVIL ACTION NO. 23-cv-00342

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters Testamentary having been 
granted on this the 12th day of June, 
2023, by the Chancery Court of Mad-
ison County, Mississippi, to the un-
dersigned upon the Estate of Jimmie 
Horace Ray, deceased, notice is here-
by given to all persons having claims 
against said estate to present the 
same to the clerk of said Court for pro-
bate and registration according to law 
within ninety (90) days from the date 

they will be forever barred.
THIS the 7th day of July, 2023.

/s/ James Ray
JAMES RAY, EXECUTOR
OF THE ESTATE OF JIMMIE HORACE 
RAY, DECEASED

Joey Hood, Attorney at Law
Attorney for Executor
P.O. Box 759, Ackerman, MS 39735
Tel: (662) 285- 4663
MSB# 101147

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MAD-
ISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
ESTATE OF JOAN S. HOLLOWAY,
DECEASED NO. 2023-669W
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters Testamentary having been 
granted on the 28th day of June, 2023, 
by the Chancery Court of Sharkey 
County, Mississippi to the undersigned 
Executor of the ESTATE OF JOAN 
S. HOLLOWAY, DECEASED, notice 
is hereby given to all persons having 
claims against said Estate to present 
the same to the Clerk of this Court for 
probate and registration according to 
law, within ninety (90) days from the 

will be forever barred.
This the 28th day of June, 2023.
/s/
Helen Letitia Holloway Hairston, Exec-
utor of the Estate of Joan S. Holloway, 
Deceased
/s/
                                   
Leonard C. Martin
BAKER, DONELSON, BEARMAN, 
CALDWELL & BERKOWITZ 

Jackson, Mississippi  39236
Telephone:  (601) 351-2400

State Bar #1897
ATTORNEY

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to all persons 
interested in or in anywise affected 
thereby, that   has 

Director of the City of Madison, Mis-
sissippi, an application for a 

-
place chimney, in a R-1 (Single-Fa mily 
Residential District) zoning district, as 
provided by the Zoning Ordinance of 
the City of Madison, Mississippi. Prop-
erty located at 137 Calumet Drive, Cal-
umet Subdivision, Lot 6, Parcel Num-
ber 072E-16C-0 02/18.00.

Notice is further given that the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission of the 
City of Madison, Madison County, Mis-
sissippi, will have a regular meeting 
at  6:30 p.m. on Monday, August 14, 
2023, in the Municipal Courtroom of 
the Madison Justice Complex, at 2001 
Main Street in Madison, Mississippi, 
and at such time, date and place hold 
and conduct a public hearing at which 
time all parties in interest and citizens 
shall have the opportunity to be heard 
thereon, either in person, by petition, 
or by counsel.

For additional information, contact 
Madison City Hall, Planning Depart-
ment at 601.856.71 16.

By: s/Susan B. Crandall
Susan B. Crandall, City Clerk
Director of Finance and Administra tion

Publication: July 20, 2023

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: THE WILL AND ESTATE OF
LINDA ANN LINDSEY,

CAUSE NO. 2023-600B

Public 
Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

WHEREAS, Letters Testamentary 
upon the Estate of Linda Ann Lindsey, 
deceased, were duly issued to the un-
dersigned as Executor of the estate by 
the Chancery Court of Madison Coun-
ty, Mississippi, on the 15th day of June, 
2023; therefore, legal notice is hereby 
given that all persons having claims 
against the estate are required by law 

-
istered with the Clerk of the Chancery 
Court of Madison County, Mississippi, 
at Canton, Mississippi, within ninety 

-

probate, and register their claims with 
the Clerk within the time will forever 
bar the claims.

/s/ David Michael Lindsey
David Michael Lindsey
Executor of the Estate of Linda Ann 
Lindsey, Deceased

COUNSEL FOR THE EXECUTOR

/s/ Laura F. Rose
Laura F. Rose (MS Bar No. 102256)
Adams and Reese LLP
1018 Highland Colony Parkway, Suite 
800
Ridgeland, MS 39157
Telephone: 601-292-0788
Facsimile:   601-355-9708
E-mail: laura.rose @arlaw.com

Notice of sale is hereby given in 
accordance with the Mississippi 
Statutes governing the sale of aban-
doned motor vehicles for the follow-
ing: 2010 NISSAN FRONTIER, VIN 
# 1N6AD0ER7A C415796, $3852.00, 
a 2007 NISSAN SENTRA, VIN # 
3N1AB61E07 L653472, $3852.00, 
and a 2002 DODGE NEON, VIN # 
1B3AS46C82 D637674, $2728.50. 
Public sale of these abandoned/ un-
claimed vehicles and their contents 
will be held on Friday July 28, 2023 
at 10:00 A.M. at Gilmore Towing & Re-
covery, 124 E. State Street, Ridgeland, 
MS 39157.

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPER-
VISORS OF MADISON COUNTY,MIS 
SISSIPPI
RESOLUT I ON ON ANNEXAT I ON 
OF ADD I T I ONAL LAND I NTO THE 
SOUTHWEST MADISON COUNTY FI 
RE PROTECTION DI STRICT
WHEREAS, pursuant to Notice pub-
lished i n a newspaper of general cir-
culation within the Southwest Madison 
County Fire Protection District and the 
proposed Annexation Area, i n accor-
dance with applicable law, a hearing 
was held on July 3, 2023, upon the 
question of the public convenience 
and necess i ty of the annexation of 
add i tional land i nto the Southwest 
Mad i son County F i re Protection Dis-
trict, the Annexation Area being more 
particularly described as:
2023 PROPOSED ADDITI ON TO 
THE SOUTHWEST MADI SON 
COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT TOWN-
SHIP 8 NORTH, RANGE 1 WEST , 
MADISON COUNTY, MISS I SSIPPI:
1) Section 23:
All that portion of the section de-
scribed as:
Commencing at an old buggy axle at 
the southeast corner of Section 23, 
thence run N 00°05'50" W along a 
fence line for 438 . 74 feet to an i ron 
p i n; thence run West 1 801.25 feet 
to a po i nt marked w i th a 2" i ron 
pipe; thence South 438. 74 feet, more 
or less, to the southern line of the sec-
tion; thence East al ong the section 
line for 1 80 1 .25 feet, more or less, 
back to the point of Commencement 
conta i n i ng 1 8 acres, more or less.

2) All of Sections 25.

3) Section 26:

4) Section 26:

All of the SE 1 /4;
All that portion of the N 1 /2 ly i ng east 
of the follow i ng l i nes, found i n Deed 
Book 284 4 , page 513, as conveyed 
to Bianchi Farms and described as 
follow:

Beg i nning at an old automobile ax 
l e representing the center of Section 
26, T-8-N. R- 1 -W, Mad i son County, 
Mi ssissi ppi and run South 89°54'56" 
West along and old fence line for 
888.36 feet; thence North 00° 1 4 ' 1 
0" West for 1 973.08 feet; thence East 
for 1 69 1 . 73 feet; thence North to the 
northern line of Section 26.

5) All of Section 36.

TOWNSHIP 8 NORTH, RANGE 1 
EAST , MADISON COUNTY, MISSIS-
SIPPI:

1) Section 1 7:

Any portion of that certain 22.64 acre 
parcel described i n Book 393, Page 
547, (Tax Pa rel 081 D- 20 - 00 1 /05 

. 00} that may, or may not, lie i n the 
SW 1 /4 of the SW 1 /4 of the SW 1 /4 
of the Section.

2) Section 1 8:
Any portion of that certa i n 22 . 64 
acre parcel described i n Book 393, 
Page 547, (Tax Par e I 08 1 0- 20 - 00 
1 /05 . 00) that may, or may not, lie in 
the SE 1 /4 of the SE 1 /4 of the SE 1 
/4 of the Section.

3) Section 1 9, South of Cedar Hill 
Road:

All that portion of section 1 9, ly i ng 
south of Cedar Hill Road and east of 
a d i tch, said d i tch beginn i ng near 
the southwest corner of the section 
and traversi ng northeaste rly to the 
southeast corner of Lot 11of Mead-
owview Subdi vision, Phase II , and 
thence along the easterly side of 
Meadowview Subdi vision, Phase II, 
until the d i tch i ntersects w i th Cedar 
Hill Road.

Section 1 9, North of Cedar Hill Road:

All that portion of the section lyi ng 
north of Cedar Hill Road and south of 
the following described line:

From the point of intersection of the 
ditch lying along the easterly si de of 
Meadowview Subdi vi si on, Phase 11, 
and Cedar Hill Road go northeaste rly 
to a point on the north right of way of 
Cedar Hill Road, sa i d po i nt be i ng 
described i n Book 442, Page 527 as 
being "9 1 7 . 77 feet South of and 2 

, 992 . 1 2 feet East of the Northwest 
corner of Section 1 9", thence run 
along the northern l i nes of the tract 
descr i bed i n Book 442, Page 527, 
(Tax Parcel 08 1 D- 1 9 -00 1 /0 1 . 03),

North 6 1 °56 ' 13" East a d i stance 
of 330 . 60 feet; thence North 59° 1 
2 ' 1 5" E a d i stance of 649 . 30 feet 
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See lEGals, page A7
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to a po i nt i n a lake; thence a l ong 
the southern line of a 1 1 .64 acre tract 
descr i bed i n Book 40 1 , Page 353, 
North 72°55 ' 1 4" East a d i stance of 
983 . 05 feet; thence North 72°55'20" 
East a d i stance of 300 feet a l ong 
the southern line of a 5.28 acre tract 
descr i bed in Book 313 4 , Page 57 
1 , thence continue i n a northeaste 
rly along the northern line of Tax Par-
cel 08 1 D- 1 9 -005/01.0 0 , 100 feet, 
more or less, to the western most cor-
ner of a 22.64 acre tract described i n 
Book 393, Page 547, thence along the 
western line of sa i d tract, North 40°53' 
East to the north line of Section 1 9.

4.) All of Section 20, less and except, 
that portion of a 2.28 acre tract (Tax 
Parcel 08 1 D- 1 7 - 00 1 /03 . 00) 
(Book 375, Page 466) which may lie or 
may not l i e i n the NW 1 /4 of the NW 
1 /4 of the Section.

5 . All of Sections 3 0 , and 3 1 Section 
29: The N 1 /2 and the W 1 /2 of the 
SW 1 /4. 6.) Section 32:
The W 1 /2 of the NW 1 /4. The E 1 /2 
of the NE 1 /4. 7. Section 33:
The W 1 /2 of the W 1 /2.
Containing i n all: 4,708 acres, more 
or less; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors 
considered the Petition For Annexation 

Fire Protection District and such mat-
ters as presented by parties present, 

( 1 that the public conven i ence and 
necess i ty require the annexation of 
the Annexation Area described above 
into the Southwest Madi son County 
Fire Protection District, and (2) that the 
annexation into the District i s econom-
ically sound and desirable;

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance w 
ith Miss. Code Ann. § 1 9-5- 1 55 it is h 
e re b y RESOLVED,

(1 t h at the p u blic convenience and 
necessity require the annexation of the 
above-desc ribed An n ex ation Area 
into the Southwest Ma d i son County 
Fire Protection D i s t r ict to provide 

-
ical services withi n the Annexation 
Area, and {2) that the annexation i nto 
the District is economically sound and 
desirab l e;

RESO L VED FURT H ER, t h e above 

effective August 7, 2023, that said An-
nexation Area sha ll thereafter be kno 
w n as part of the Southwest Ma d i son 
County Fire Protection D i str i ct;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Board 
of superv i sors shall l evy t h e tax 
authorized i n Miss. Code Ann. § 1 
9-  5-189, -
ed propertie s withi n the Annexation 
Area in accordance with section Miss.  
Code Ann. § 1 9-5 - 1 9 1;

copy of th i s r esol ution shall be pub 
l i shed i n a newspaper ha v i n g a 
genera l circulation within the South 
wes t Madison County Fire Protectio n 
District i nclusive of A nnexatio n Area.

Chancery Clerk/Clerk of the Board

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF MELVIN DAVIS, DECEASED.                       
CIVIL ACTION FILE NO .: 2015-556-B

(SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION)
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO:      Betty L. Davis, whose Post 

411214 Halldale Avenue, Los Angeles, 
CA 90062
You have been made a Defendant in 

Lee Davis, Administra trix CTA of the 
Estate of Melvin Davis, Deceased, 
who is the Plaintiff, praying the approv-
al of the Petition Presenting First An-
nual and Final Accounting. Defendants 
other than you in this action are Kim-
berly Michelle Van Buren, Jacqueline 
Lynette Van Buren and Ben Carl Davis.
You are summoned to appear and de-
fend against the complaint or petition 

-

of the Madison County Chancery/A 
dministrative Building at Canton, Mis-
sissippi, and in case of your failure to 
appear and defend a judgment will be 
entered against you for the money or 
other things demanded in the com-
plaint or petition.

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.
ISSUED under my hand and Seal of 
said Court on this 3 rd day of July, 
2023.
Ronny Lott
Madison County Chancery Clerk
146 West Center Street
P. O. Box 404
Canton, MS 39046

BY: /S/  Kelsey Rodriguez
Deputy Clerk
John W. Christopher

4780 I-55 North, Suite 100-14
Jackson, MS 39211
Telephone:        (769) 777-4231
Email: john@jchri stopherlaw.com
Attorney for Plaintiff

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF MELVIN DAVIS, DECEASED                       
CIVIL ACTION FILE NO .: 2015-556-B

(SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION)
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO:      Ben Carl Davis, whose Post 

13377 Hickory Way, Moreno Valley, CA 
92553
You have been made a Defendant in 

Lee Davis, Administra trix CTA of the 
Estate of Melvin Davis, Deceased, 
Plaintiff, praying for the approval of the 
Petition Presenting First Annual and 
Final Accounting. Defendants other 
than you in this action are Kimberly Mi-
chelle Van Buren, Jacqueline Lynette 
Van Buren and Betty L. Davis.
You are summoned to appear and de-
fend against the complaint or petition 

-
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of the Madison County Chancery/A 
dministrative Building at Canton, Mis-
sissippi, and in case of your failure to 
appear and defend a judgment will be 
entered against you for the money or 
other things demanded in the com-
plaint or petition.

or other pleading but you may do so if 
you desire.
ISSUED under my hand and Seal of 
said Court on this 3 rd day of July, 
2023.
Ronny Lott
Madison County Chancery Clerk
146 West Center Street
P. O. Box 404
Canton, MS 39046

BY:/S/ Kelsey Rodriguez
Deputy Clerk
John W. Christopher

4780 I-55 North, Suite 100-14
Jackson, MS 39211
Telephone:        (769) 777-4231
Email: john@jchri stopherlaw.com
Attorney for Plaintiff

_______________________________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

with the Board of Supervisors of Mad-
ison County, MS, to request Dimen-
sional Variance on setbacks on certain 
property, pursuant to the Zoning Ordi-
nance of Madison County, Mississippi, 
to-wit:

Legal Description

Filed July 19, 2021, a Platted Subdivi-
sion in Madison County, MS
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
the Planning Commission of Madison 
County, MS, will meet at 9 a.m. on Au-
gust 10, 2023, at the Madison County 
Complex Building, in the Board Room, 
located at 125 West North Street, Can-
ton, Madison County, MS to consider 
and act upon the petition, and will at 
such time, date and place, hold and 
conduct a public hearing at which all 
parties in interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to be heard on the 
matter of the petition, either in person, 
by petition, or by attorney.
BY ORDER OF THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, on this 
the 1st day of July 2023

/s/Scott Weeks, Zoning Administrator
Publish: July 20, 2023

_______________________________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR CONDITIONAL USE 

     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Chad 

Madison County Board of Supervisors 
for a Conditional Use pursuant to the 
Zoning Ordinance of Madison County, 
MS, and the Zoning Maps adopted 
pursuant thereto, requesting a Public 
/ Quasi - Public Facilities and Utilities 
for a Assisted Living Facility on prop-
erty zoned C-1 Commercial in a PUD 
Planned Unit Development District as 
a Conditional Use, lying and being sit-
uated in Madison County, MS, to wit:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
5.08 acre tract
5.08 acres located in Section 8, Town-
ship 8 North, Range 1 East, Madison 
County, Mississippi, and being further 
described as follows:

Commencing at a ½” iron rebar found 
marking the northwest corner of Lot 67 
of Chestnut Hill, Part 1D as referenced 
in Plat Cabinet “E” at slide 141B and 

the Chancery Clerk of Madison County 
at Canton, Mississippi and thence run 
North 52 degrees 46 minutes 44 sec-
onds West for a distance of 2,014.07 
feet to a ½” iron rebar set and also be-
ing the Point of Beginning of the tract 
herein described:

From the POINT OF BEGINNING 
thence run North 78 degrees 41 min-
utes 31 seconds West for a distance 
of 29.76 feet to a ½” iron rebar found; 
thence run North 42 degrees 47 min-
utes 56 seconds West for a distance 
of 141.39 feet to a ½” iron rebar found; 
thence run North 38 degrees 28 min-
utes 33 seconds West for a distance 
of 87.83 feet to a ½” iron rebar found; 
thence run North 66 degrees 09 min-
utes 08 seconds West for a distance 
of 105.85 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; 
thence run North 06 degrees 39 min-
utes 18 seconds East for a distance 
of 471.74 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; 
thence run North 30 degrees 49 min-
utes 27 seconds East for a distance 
of 99.83 feet to a concrete monument 
found on the south right-of-way line of 
MS Highway #22; thence run North 31 
degrees 17 minutes 23 seconds East, 
along said right-of-way, for a distance 
of 19.96 feet to a concrete monument 
found; thence run South 59 degrees 01 
minutes 33 seconds East, along said 
right-of-way, for a distance of 100.19 
feet to a concrete monument found; 
thence run South 31 degrees 09 min-
utes 45 seconds West, along said 
right-of-way, for a distance of 19.99 
feet to a ½” iron rebar found; thence 
run South 58 degrees 54 minutes 47 
seconds East, along said right-of-way, 
for a distance of 58.72 feet to a ½” iron 
rebar set; thence run along a curve to 
the left with the following data: Chord 
Bearing of South 65 degrees 09 min-
utes 05 seconds East, Chord Length 
of 256.41 feet, Radius of 1,195.92 
feet, Arc Length of 256.91 feet to a 
½” iron rebar set; thence run South 18 
degrees 40 minutes 38 seconds West 
for a distance of 618.30 feet back to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING and being 
5.08 acres, more or less.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

861.90 square feet located in Section 
8, Township 8 North, Range 1 East, 
Madison County, Mississippi, and be-
ing further described as follows:

Commencing at a ½” iron rebar found 
marking the northwest corner of Lot 67 
of Chestnut Hill, Part 1D as referenced 
in Plat Cabinet “E” at slide 141B and 

the Chancery Clerk of Madison County 
at Canton, Mississippi and thence run 
North 52 degrees 46 minutes 44 sec-
onds West for a distance of 2,014.07 
feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run 
North 18 degrees 40 minutes 38 sec-
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onds East for a distance of 186.71 feet 
to a ½” iron rebar set and also being 
the Point of Beginning of the tract 
herein described:

From the POINT OF BEGINNING 
thence continue North 18 degrees 40 
minutes 38 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 20.46 feet to a ½” iron rebar 
set thence run South 59 degrees 08 
minutes 23 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 48.11 feet to a ½” iron rebar 
set; thence run South 46 degrees 49 
minutes 20 seconds West for a dis-
tance of 20.80 feet to a ½” iron rebar 
set; thence run North 59 degrees 08 
minutes 23 seconds West for a dis-
tance of 38.08 feet back to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING and being 861.90 
square feet, more or less.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

0.27 acres (11,700 square feet) lo-
cated in Section 8, Township 8 North,
Range 1 East, Madison County, Mis-
sissippi, and being further described 
as follows:

Commencing at a ½” iron rebar found 
marking the northwest corner of Lot 67 
of Chestnut Hill, Part 1D as referenced 
in Plat Cabinet “E” at slide 141B and 

the Chancery Clerk of Madison County 
at Canton, Mississippi and thence run 
North 52 degrees 46 minutes 44 sec-
onds West for a distance of 2,014.07 
feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run 
North 18 degrees 40 minutes 38 sec-
onds East for a distance of 518.30 feet 
to a ½” iron rebar set and also being 
the Point of Beginning of the tract 
herein described:

From the POINT OF BEGINNING 
thence continue North 18 degrees 40 
minutes 38 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 50.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar 
set; thence run along a curve to the 
left with the following data: Chord 
Bearing of South 76 degrees 33 min-
utes 00 seconds East, Chord Length 
of 227.74 feet, Radius of 1,245.92 
feet, Arc Length of 228.06 feet to a 
½” iron rebar set; thence run South 05 
degrees 01 minutes 39 seconds West 
for a distance of 50.07 feet to a ½” iron 
rebar set; thence run along a curve to 
the left with the following data: Chord 
Bearing of North 76 degrees 36 min-
utes 42 seconds West, Chord Length 
of 239.63 feet, Radius of 1,245.92 feet,
Arc Length of 239.97 feet 
back to the POINT OF BEGINNING 
and being 0.27 acres (11,700 square 
feet), more or less.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
the Planning Commission of Madison 
County, MS, will meet at 9 a.m. on Au-
gust 10, 2023, at the Madison County 
Complex Building, in the Board Room,
located at 125 West North Street, Can-
ton, Madison County, MS to consider 
and act upon the petition, and will at 
such time, date and place, hold and 
conduct a public hearing at which all 
parties in interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to be heard on the 
matter of the petition, either in person,
by petition, or by attorney.

BY ORDER OF THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, on this 
the 1st day of July 2023

/s/Scott Weeks, Zoning Administrator
Publish: July 20, 2023

_______________________________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

the Board of Supervisors of Madison 
County, MS, to request a Rezoning on 
property, pursuant to the Zoning Ordi-
nance of Madison County, Mississippi,
to amend the Zoning Maps adopted 
pursuant thereto, by rezoning A-1 Ag-
ricultural to a C-2 Commercial District,
to-wit: 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Paul Hopper
0.94 Acres +/-
Part of Section 7, T-8-N, R-1-E
Madison County, MS

Begin at a set ½ inch rebar 4723.27 
feet North of and 3798.15 feet West of 
a found ½ inch rebar at the Southeast 
corner of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 7, Town-
ship 8 North, Range 1 East, Madison 
County, Mississippi;
From said point run South 58 degrees 
21 minutes 46 seconds West for a dis-
tance of 209.90 feet to a found ¼ inch 
rebar;
Thence run South 58 degrees 14 min-
utes 40 seconds West for a distance 
of 1.23 feet to a point on the West line 
of Section 7;
Thence run North 00 degrees 00 min-
utes 00 seconds East along said Sec-
tion line for a distance of 308.42 feet 
to a point;
Thence run South 74 degrees 51 min-
utes 54 seconds East for a distance of 
186.66 feet to a set ½ inch rebar;
Thence run South 00 degrees 10 min-
utes 02 seconds West for a distance 
of 148.93 feet back to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING.
This tract contains 0.94 acres more or 
less, located in the Northwest Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter of Section 7,
Township 8 North, Range 1 East, Mad-
ison County, Mississippi.
The above description is based off plat 
of survey by Williams, Clark, and Mor-
rison, Inc., dated June 16th, 2023.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 
the Planning Commission of Madison 
County, MS, will meet at 9 a.m. on Au-
gust 10, 2023, at the Madison County 
Complex Building, in the Board Room,
located at 125 West North Street, Can-
ton, Madison County, MS to consider 
and act upon the petition, and will at 
such time, date and place, hold and 
conduct a public hearing at which all 
parties in interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to be heard on the 
matter of the petition, either in person,
by petition, or by attorney.

BY ORDER OF THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, on this 
the 1st day of July 2023.

/s/Scott Weeks, Zoning Administrator
Publish: July 20, 2023
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By STAFF REPORTS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

  
The Holmes Community 

College Ridgeland Campus 
held a pinning ceremony for 
the Practical Nursing Class of 
2023 on June 29 at Broadmoor 
Baptist Church in Madison 
where two Madison County 
residents were honored.  

Fourteen students were hon-
ored. The graduating class 
included Colton Alexander of 
Lena, Brianna Beamon of 
Ridgeland, Brian Burrough of 
Bentonia, Ikeyonia Davidson 
of Clinton, Shea Harris of 
Yazoo City, Gracie Johnson of 
Brandon, Kalyn Jones of Ben-
ton, Robin Liddell of Clinton, 
U’kilah McKinley of Itta Bena, 
Kimberly Rushing of Clinton, 
Victoria Rushton of Canton, 
DeAnna Shoulders of Jackson, 
Demya Watson of Clinton and 
Jayla White of Byram. 

The ceremony began with a 
processional of the graduates, 
followed by Burrough, the 
class vice president, giving the 
invocation. Following the 
prayer, Holmes Ridgeland 
Campus Vice President Dr. 
Don Burnham welcomed 
everyone before Davidson, the 
class president, shared some 
remarks. 

“First, I give honor to God, 
who has made all this possi-
ble,” Davidson said. “Next, I 
would like to thank all of our 
families and our friends who 
aided us in this nursing jour-
ney. Last, but certainly not 
least, I want to thank the Prac-
tical Nursing Class of 2023. 
We did it! We have seen each 
other at our worst, and we have 
celebrated with each other at 
our highest moments. We set 
out to achieve this goal, and 
here we are today, living in our 
moment. 

“When we set out on this 
journey, we had no idea what 
was ahead for us,” Davidson 

said. “The late nights, the early 
mornings and still being active 
and present for our families. 
Whatever mountain we have 
had to climb, it has not been in 
vain. Being in this moment 
today and going through these 
past 10 months should let us 
know that there is nothing that 
can stop any of us. 

“In conclusion, I’d like to 
leave an SBAR,” Davidson 
said. “S is for situation. There 
are 14 ambitious individuals 
with a common goal in mind: 
to be amazing nurses who will 
impact every life they 
encounter. B is for background. 
Some are mothers, some are 
soon-to-be mothers, aunts, sis-
ters, friends and uncles who 
have devoted 10 months of 
their lives, sacrificed countless 
hours of sleep and devoted 
countless hours studying to be 
right where we are today, the 
graduating Class of 2023. 

“A is for assessment. My 
assessment now and will forev-
er be, if God is for you, who 
can be against you? Psalm 
73:26 says, ‘My flesh and my 
heart my fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.’ Finally, R is 
for recommendation. My rec-
ommendation is that we con-
tinue on this path and follow it 

until we have reached all of our 
goals. I recommend that we 
take every lesson learned in the 
classroom and use it to our 
advantage to be the most com-
petent nurses in our respected 
fields. Keep God first, and 
always remember that your 
dreams should stay big, and 
your worries should stay small. 
Work for a cause, not for 
applause. Thank you." 

Following Davidson’s 
remarks, nursing instructor Dr. 
Lakesia Sutton stepped up to 
introduce the speaker, Priscilla 
Burks, Ph.D., the director of 
Practical Nursing Education 
for the Mississippi Board of 
Nursing. Burks oversees the 
PN curriculum in Mississippi’s 
community and proprietary 
colleges and governs the state’s 
PN programs. She has more 
than 20 years of experience in 
nursing education and adminis-
tration, including time as the 
Dean of Nursing and PN direc-
tor for community colleges. 

“Administrators, practical 
nursing faculty, staff, family, 
friends and the Practical Nurs-
ing 2023 summer graduates, I 
want to say, congratulations,” 
Burks said. “I am humbled to 
participate in one of the most 
historical parts of your nursing 
journey: your pinning ceremo-

ny. What an accomplishment! 
A survey a few years ago 
deemed nursing as one of the 
most challenging programs to 
complete and you have sur-
vived it! The struggle may 
have been real, but the reward 
is worth it. 

“According to the Gallup 
poll, for more than 20 years, 
nursing has been ranked as one 
of the most trusted professions 
of honesty. When you’re in a 
position of trust, you hold a 
great deal of power. With that 
power comes great responsibil-
ity. You have an obligation to 
live up to the trust that has been 
placed upon you. You will be 
there for patients and their fam-
ilies when they are at their most 
vulnerable. How you act, the 
words you speak, the time you 
spend with that patient and 
their family can change their 
lives forever. As Maya 
Angelou stated, ‘I’ve learned 
that people will forget what 
you said, people will forget 
what you did, but people will 
never forget how you made 
them feel.’ 

“Nursing is a fabulous 
career with more opportunities 
than you will ever imagine,” 
Burks said. “Being a nurse 
means that you will forever be 
learning and growing. Follow 
your heart, set goals and take 
advantage of opportunities 
when they are presented to 
you. Most of all, remember to 
be flexible. For those of you in 
the audience who are inspired 
by this amazing group of grad-
uates, it’s never too late to step 
out in faith and cease the 
moment. 

“In closing, practical nurs-
ing graduates, I’d like to offer 
you some advice,” Burks said. 
“Show gratitude. You wouldn’t 
be here today without the sup-
port of your family and friends, 
whether that be support finan-
cially, emotionally, spiritual-
ly…provided a shoulder for 
you to cry on as you prepared 
for finals, interceded in prayer 
on your behalf…show grati-
tude. Remain humble; humility 
is an indication of your inner 
strength. No task is beneath 
you and everyone on the team 
is important. Challenge your-
self. There are going to be 
times of uncertainty, but trust 
in yourself and know that the 
PN faculty have prepared you 
to achieve greatness. Possess 
integrity. Learn from your mis-
takes and become a better per-
son as a result. Take care of 
yourself. Always, always, 
always remember what it was 
like to be a student and encour-
age the next generation of nurs-
es.” 

After Burks’ address, nurs-
ing instructor Heather Roberts 
approached the podium to 
present awards. Liddell was 
named valedictorian for having 
the highest GPA in her class, 
Jones was named salutatorian 
for having the second highest 
GPA and Watson was named 
the class historian for having 
the third highest. Additionally, 
Liddell was named Practical 
Nursing Student of the Year for 
her excellence in academics 
and leadership. After the 
awards presentation, Dr. Sutton 
called the students to the stage 
one-by-one to receive their cer-
tificates and pins. Dr. Burnham 
and Career Technical Coordi-
nator Allison DeWeese pre-
sented certificates before 
Roberts pinned each student. 

For more information about 
the Holmes Practical Nursing 
program, contact Career Tech-
nical Counselor Jovonna Park-
er at (601) 605-3355 or jpark-
er@holmescc.edu.
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By STAFF REPORTS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

  
RIDGELAND — Custom 

golf club fitter Club Champion 
recently opened its new fitting 
studio, located at Renaissance 
at Colony Parkway. The store 
is open and accepting fitting 
appointments. This is Club 
Champion’s first location in the 
state. 

Club Champion fits, sells, 
and builds custom golf clubs 
using brands like Callaway, 
TaylorMade, Ping, Titleist, 
Cobra, Fujikura, Golf Pride, 
and many more. The company 
delivers a Tour-level fitting that 
produces longer, more accurate 
shots with a nearly 100 percent 
satisfaction rate for golfers of 
any ability level. 

The new studio features 
three indoor hitting bays with 
TrackMan launch monitors for 
analyzing performance, a SAM 
PuttLab system to find the per-
fect putter, and a build shop for 
repairing and assembling golf 

clubs by hand. The roughly 
3,000 square foot space also 
includes a demo matrix to dis-
play the head and shaft options 
that make up their 65,000 hit-
table combinations. 

"Ridgeland is the first stop 
in Mississippi on our quest to 
give golfers the best possible 
custom golf clubs in the indus-
try,” said Nick Sherburne, 
founder of Club Champion. 
“Our goal remains finding the 
best combination of compo-
nents to help customers lower 
their scores and better enjoy the 
game. 

“Many players think they 
aren’t good enough to be cus-
tom fit, but we’ve participated 
in multiple third-party studies 
that showed higher handicap-
pers saw the biggest gains,” 
added Sherburne.  

The studio is open from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, and Friday and Sat-
urday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For 
more information, visit 
clubchampion.com. Club Champion offers fitting, in addition to custom builds. 

BUSINESS

Club Champion now open at Renaissance

Holmes holds pinning ceremony for nurses

Pictured, front from left, are Victoria Rushton, U'kilah 
McKinley, Demya Watson, Kalyn Jones, Ikeyonia David-
son, Brianna Beamon, Colton Alexander (Back) Shea Har-
ris, Jayla White, DeAnna Shoulders, Gracie Johnson, Kim-
berly Rushing, Brian Burrough and Robyn Liddell.
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Area Churches

Daniel’s humility before God
Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

Daniel chapter four is a lesson in the 
necessity of humility before God. Pride 
lifts up the heart of man above God and 
against God and without God. Proverbs 
16:5 says, “Every proud heart is an abomi-
nation to the Lord; be assured that none 
shall go unpunished.”  

King Nebuchadnezzar learned this les-
son. The king “was at ease in his house 
and prospering in his palace” (Daniel 4:4). 
Then he had a dream that unnerved him. 
Daniel came to him and interpreted the 
dream. The dream meant that the king was 
going to be reduced to literally living like 
a beast eating grass, unless he humbled 
himself before God.  

The king was shaken by the dream and 
the interpretation, but a year later, he was 
walking on the roof of his palace and 
while viewing the majesty of the city said, 
“Is this not great Babylon, which I have 
built by my mighty power as a royal resi-
dence and for the glory of my majesty?” 
The sentence from heaven sounded in 
response to the proud heart, and the king 
became insane, eating grass like a beast of 
the field. 

One of the main points of the passage is 
that God rules over the kingdoms of men.  
God’s judgment on King Nebuchadnezzar 
was until he learned that “the Most High 
rules the kingdoms of men, and gives it to 
whom he will” (verses 17, 25, 32). It is a 
lesson we all must learn. There is only one 
God and he is sovereign over the rulers of 
this world. 

In chapter 2, Daniel revealed that a ruler 
from God would come and establish a 
kingdom that would destroy all the king-
doms of men and last forever. This future 
kingdom pointed to the coming of Christ 
into the world.  That is the kingdom we 
must seek after.  King Nebuchadnezzar 
was a mighty king, but he exalted himself 
above God. There is no future to any who 
walk that way, no matter their title. 

God is making clear to us that He uses 
rulers, good or bad, wise or foolish, for 
His own ends. It was by God’s purpose 
that wicked and foolish men put Christ 
Jesus to death on the cross. They meant it 
for evil, God meant it for good. 

God doesn’t infuse malice or evil in 

rulers, but finding it there, He uses it for 
His own particular ends and purposes, 
much like a man finds a river, and then 
diverts the streams from it for his own 
ends. Because men are sinful, the less 
restraint a sinful man has upon him as a 
ruler, the worse he will be. Richard Sibbes 
said it was the mercy of God to a country 
to have restraints on a ruler, whether it be 
conscience, other rulers, or a lack of 
power. The founders of this country had 
enough wisdom to put checks and balances 
with three different branches of govern-
ment, to restrain power. 

As Christians we are told to honor and 
pray for whoever is in authority over us, 
whether good or bad. The main reason to 
pray for and give honor to those in posi-
tions of rule over us is because God tells 
us it is His will. Leaders need God’s help 
and restraining hand. This passage 
instructs us not to give undue weight to 
human governments. We desire good for 
our country, but don’t place it above God. 

Another important point of the passage 
is that it is the kindness of God that leads a 
person to repentance. King Nebuchadnez-
zar was restored to sanity and he became a 
humble worshipper of the Most High God 
(verses 34-37). He says of God, “Those 
who walk in pride, he is able to humble.” 

All men are vain. It is the worst sin 
because it blinds us to our condition before 
God. It’s a false mirror. It makes a person 
see himself as better than he is. The pas-
sage teaches us that pride turns men into 
beasts. Beware of it in yourself. God 
shows his love for us that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. Here, then, 
is the remedy to beastly pride. 

It was a great mercy to the king that 
God afflicted him. It is better to eat grass 
like a beast and be led to repentance, than 
live like a king and perish. Those who per-
ish are those who have never been low 
enough. If we have been reconciled to God 
by grace, then our heart and mouth, like 
King Nebuchadnezzar, shall proclaim the 
Lord’s praise. John Boys said, “As death is 
the last enemy, so pride is the last sin 
destroyed in us.” Sanity in the mind is 
never apart from grace in the soul.

CAREGIVERS/NURSES
ALL AGES • 2-24 HOURS A DAY

PCNURSING.COM 601.977.8484

Danny S. Prestel, DVM
601-859-2703

3114 South Liberty (Old Hwy 51 S), Canton

102 JACKSON, STREET
FLORA • MISSISSIPPI 39071

WWW.FBCFLORA.ORG

601.879.8022

Funeral Home, Cemetery, Crematory,
Mausoleum, Pet Columbarium,

Memorials & Cremation Benches

ALL IN ONE LOCATION

Stop by anytime for a tour!
Pre-Need Financing Available!

Locally Owned & Operated!

601-898-8565

P.O. Box 1310
11748 Hwy 35

Kosciusko, MS 39090
662.289.4111

P.O. Box 71
3434 N. Liberty St.
Canton, MS 39046

601.859.2031
culpepperfuneralhome.com

114 CENTRE ST. • RIDGELAND, MS 39157

601-991-9663
www.HondaCarShop.net • Maintenance & Repair • We do it all!

HONDA • ACURA • LEXUS • TOYOTA

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE & 24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE
Ridgeland • 601-856-0700
Lakeland • 601-939-9700

Richland • 601-664-9770
South • 601-372-0042

Gluckstadt • 601-499-1700

MORTGAGE
Licsense #46249

Mississippi Licenses Mortgage Company
7738A Old Canton Road, Madison, MS 3991

DAN D’AMICO Licsense #46776  |  VICKIE GRAVES Licenses #46774
P: 601.607.4730  |  F: 601.607.4727  | amsmort.com

Preserve the
Trees

Atlas Foundation Repair

Thru Greater Depths
601.853.8700

SuperTalk 97.3FM
Saturday • 10:00AM

Mississippi’s leading resource for office products
and business communications solutions.

5442 Executive Plaza
Jackson, MS 39206

Copier and Printing
Mailing and Shipping

601.362.9192
WWW.ABSMS.COM

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 corinthians 5:17 (EsV)

“Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a 

day may bring.” 
 

— Proverbs 27:1 (EsV)

“Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.” 
— 1 Peter 3:8 (EsV)

“Let all that you do be done in 
love.” 

— 1 corinthians 16:14 (EsV)

“Commit your work to the 
Lord, 

and your plans will be  
established.” 

— Proverbs 16:3 (EsV)

1536 East County Line Road • 601-956-1030
Thomas “Tico” Hoffman

112 BUSINESS PARK DR.  •  RIDGELAND, MS 39157
OFFICE: 601.977.9990  •  FAX: 601.977.8838

LARRY STACY  /  SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SPECIAL MILLWORK

230 Hwy 51 North
Ridgeland, MS 39157

601-206-8880
gotgear.com

APOSTOLIC 
 
VIRGIN MARY APOSTOLIC 
614 Virgin Mary Rd., Canton 859-9110 
 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
 
TURNING POINT ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
335 Cameron St., Canton 859-6158 
 
BIBLE 
 
FELLOWSHIP BIBLE  
2270 Hwy. 51, Canton 855-0660  
OPEN DOOR BIBLE  
157 Sharpe Rd., Madison 898-0908  
FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY  
528 Hart Rd., Canton 859-8912 
 
CATHOLIC 
 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC  
238 E. Center St., Canton 859-3749  
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC  
4000 W. Tidewater Ln., Madison 856-5556  
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC  
Gluckstadt, Madison 856-2054 
HOLY CHILD JESUS  
315 Garrett St., Canton 859-2957 
 
NORTHEAST CHRISTIAN  
3169 W. Tidewater Ln., Madison 856-7399  
CANTON CHRISTIAN CENTER  
2735 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-8324 
 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
 
First Church of Christ, Scientist 
731 S. Pear Orchard Rd., Suite 9 
Ridgeland 952-0307 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
CHURCH OF CHRIST  
3479 N. Liberty St., Canton 859-2865  
CHURCH OF CHRIST  
851 W. Fulton, Canton 859-7698  
HIGHLAND COLONY CHURCH OF 
CHRIST  
N. Sunnybrook Rd., 856-6555  
MADISON CHURCH OF CHRIST  
483 Reunion Parkway, Madison 853-9558 
NORTH FLORA CHURCH OF CHRIST  
Hwy. 49 N., Flora 879-3509  
NORTH LIBERTY CHURCH OF CHRIST  
523 N. Liberty St., Canton 859-2865  
PLEASANT GREEN CHURCH OF CHRIST  
925 Lutz Ave., Canton 895-5515  
PLEASANT GREEN CHURCH OF CHRIST  
925 George Washington Ave.,  
Canton 859-5515  
SOUTH MADISON CHURCH OF CHRIST  
338 Lake Harbour Dr., 856-2165  
 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER 
DAY SAINTS  
703 Hwy. 17, Canton 859-3591  
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER 
DAY SAINTS  
243 Hoy Rd., Madison 898-7751 
CHURCH OF GOD 
 
CHURCH OF GOD IN MISSISSIPPI, INC.  
213 John Day Rd. #A, Canton 859-9804  
COBBLESTONE CHURCH OF GOD  
444 Pebble Creek Dr., Madison 853-6910  
CROSSROADS CHURCH OF GOD INC.  
Hwy. 16 E., Canton 859-2858  
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD  

741 Hwy. 51, Madison 856-0652  
HOLY CITY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST  
251 Kearney Park Rd., Flora 879-3999  
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF GOD IN 
CHRIST  
244 W. North St., Canton 859-1116  
ST. MARK CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST  
354 Old Hwy. 16, Canton 859-6577 
 
EPISCOPAL 
 
CHAPEL OF THE CROSS EPISCOPAL  
674 Mannsdale Rd., Madison 856-2593  
GRACE EPISCOPAL  
161 E. Peace St., Canton 859-2680  
ST. COLUMB’S EPISCOPAL  
550 Sunnybrook Rd. 853-0205 
 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
 
KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH  
WITNESSES  
2780 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-8613 
 
METHODIST 
 
CANTON UNITED METHODIST  
3808 N. Liberty St., Canton 859-6009  
CHINA GROVE A.M.E.  
Mannsdale Rd., Madison 856-7348  
FIRST UNITED METHODIST  
3301 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-4621  
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF RIDGELAND 
234 W. Jackson St., Ridgeland 
601-856-6456 
FLORA METHODIST  
142 Carter St., Flora 879-8642  
GOSHEN UNITED METHODIST  
1023 Pat Luckett Rd., Canton 859-4656  
LAMPTON CHAPEL FGAME  
715 W. Fulton St., Canton 859-6047  
LEE’S CHAPEL A.M.E. ZION  
Hwy. 16 E., Canton 859-6005  
LONE PINE UNITED METHODIST  
170 Lone Pine Rd., Canton 
MADISON UNITED METHODIST  
2050 Main St., Madison 856-6058  
MIDDLETON A.M.E. ZION  
602 Way Rd., Canton 859-6551  
PARKWAY HILLS UNITED METHODIST  
1468 Highland Colony Pkwy.,   
Madison 856-2733  
SHARON A.M.E. ZION  
Sharon Rd., Canton 859-6077  
SINGLETON UNITED METHODIST  
1023 Pat Luckett Rd., Canton 859-4656  
ST. JOHNS UNITED METHODIST  
219 N. Hargon St., Canton 859-6265  
ST. MATTHEW’S UNITED METHODIST  
7427 Old Canton Rd., Madison 856-9581  
ST. PAUL & DENNIS CHAPEL A.M.E.  
495 Main St., Madison 898-9610  
ST. PAUL A.M.E. ZION  
505 S. Union St., Canton 859-1904  
THE CONNECTION 
670 G Hwy. 51, Ridgeland  
WIGGINS UNITED METHODIST  
1023 Pat Luckett Rd., Canton 859-4656  
ZION CHAPEL METHODIST  
Robinson Rd., Canton 859-5609 
 
PENTECOSTAL 
 
APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE  
1529 Hwy. 43 S., Canton 859-7363  
APOSTOLIC REVIVAL CENTER  
301 W. Washington St. 856-2385  
FIRST UNITED PENTECOSTAL  
Hwy. 51 N., Canton 859-2457  

PARKWAY PENTECOSTAL  
601 Reunion Parkway, Madison 853-2607 
 
PRESBYTERIAN 
 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
 202 E. Peace St., Canton 859-4738  
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  
7717 Old Canton Rd., Madison 856-6625  
GRACE CHAPEL PRESBYTERIAN  
307 New Mannsdale Rd.,  
Madison 856-7223  
HIGHLANDS PRESBYTERIAN 
 1160 Highland Colony Pkwy. 853-0636  
OLD MADISON PRESBYTERIAN  
232 Old Yazoo City Rd., Canton 859-7142  
PEAR ORCHARD PRESBYTERIAN  
750 S. Pear Orchard Rd. 956-3283 
SHILOH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCA) 
3058 HWY 17, Pickens 
 
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
 
CANTON SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST  
Lutz Ave., Canton 859-7364 
 
OTHER 
 
THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT  
731 S. Pear Orchard Road Suite 43-Ridgeland 
• 601-977-0007  
FAITH TABERNACLE  
672 N. Liberty St., Canton 859-8972  
GREATER FAITH CALVARY  
551 Owens St., Canton 859-4997  
GREATER REFUGE  
375 Morgan Rd., Canton 859-9483  
GREATER SIMS CHAPEL AMEZ  
915 Lutz Ave., Canton 859-6327  
KEYPOINTE CHURCH INT’L 
614 Magnolia St., Madison,  MS 601-
605-2880 
LIFE WAY CENTER  
271 W. Center St., Canton 859-2770  
MIRACLE OF FAITH TEMPLE  
3466 N. Liberty St., Canton 859-8995  
NEW MOUNT ZION  
432 Yandell Rd., Madison 856-9113  
NEW TESTAMENT FELLOWSHIP  
2009 Gateway Dr. 856-2106  
OLDE TOWNE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
220 W. Ridgeland Ave., Ridgeland  
RIDGELAND FAMILY CHURCH 
803 Old Agency Rd. 856-2101  
RIVER OF LIFE  
7417 Old Canton Rd., Madison 922-7100  
SPIRIT  
731 S. Pear Orchard Rd. 957-0700  
ST. PETER’S ORTHODOX  
180 Saint Augustine Dr., Madison 856-3894 
STILL WATER CHURCH 
619 Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland, 
601-259-5252 
UNITED BELIEVERS CENTER  
819 George Washington Ave., Canton 859-
7180  
WORD OF FAITH MINISTRIES INC  
228 W. North St., Canton 859-8972 
Crossway Community Church 
7430 Old Canton Road, Canton 605-2000 
New Beginnings 
211A Industrial Drive, Ridgeland 898-2727 
VICTORY CHURCH 
7417 Old Canton Rd, Madison 
601-383-3891
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Principals ready for the school year
You will soon hear the rumble of school busses, and homework will resume! It is time for 
back to school in Madison County Schools. We look forward to welcoming students back to 
the Jaguar zone on August 3. Featured are your Jaguar principals: Teague Burchfield 
(MCHS), Marsha People (EFE), Kim Brewer (RS), Brittany Hammett (MAUE), Kara Davis 
(MSE), Melissa Philley (MAE), and Douglas Jones (MMS). Go mighty, Jags!

Hunsicker awarded DAR medal
At the recent Civil Air Patrol Awards Ceremony, Rachel Jacobson Annandale Chapter Nation-
al Defense Chairman was honored to present the Daughters of the American Revolution 
National Defense Silver Medal to Cadet Technical Sgt. Alexis Hunsicker. Pictured are Cadet 
Technical Sgt. Alexis Hunsicker and Rachel Jacobson.

Hathorn wins essay contest
Madison Middle School 8th grader, Landon Hathorn was the Annandale Chapter Daughters 
of the American Revolution 8th grade American History Essay contest winner. Debbie Can-
non Annandale Chapter American History Chapter Chairman presented Landon with his cer-
tificate and medal at the May 16, 2023, 8th Grade Awards Ceremony.

Bridges receives Youth Citizenship Award
Blaine Bridges received the Annandale Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution DAR 
Youth Citizenship Award & Medal for the 7th grade at the Madison Middle School Seventh 
Grade Awards Ceremony. Annandale DAR Good Citizen Chairman, Debbie Cannon present-
ed the certificate and medal.


