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Announcements
• Meals onWheels is available to any-

one 60 and over who are wanting a pre-
pared and nutritious hot meal on a regular
basis. Meals are available Monday
through Friday, including holidays. The
meals are prepared at SEMCAC in Farib-
ault and volunteers deliver them right to
your home. Delivery is available to any-
one living in Kenyon city limits. The cost
per meal is $4.50 and is billed monthly.
Delivery is between 10:30 and 11:30am
and you can pick and choose your days.
For more information about the program
contact Barb St. John at 507-789-5553.
• Hiawathaland Transit: Service

hours are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday
through Friday. Call dispatch at 866-623-
7505 Monday through Friday 6am-9pm
and Saturday 7:00am-5:00pm. Visit
threeriverscap.org for more information.

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Conrad Osthum Post 141
 Veterans of Foreign Wars

 601  2nd Street, Kenyon, MN • 507-789-5691

PULL TABSAVAILABALE!Lic.#G-00019-004

KENYON VFW POST 141
DAILY SPECIALS

HAPPY HOUR: Monday-Saturday from 4-7 PM

 $3.50 Budweiser Bottles

BURGER 
 TUESDAY
 5:30-7:30pm

 WEDNESDAY 
 WINGS

 6:00-8:00pm
 THURSDAY 

 MIXER

OPEN VALENTINE’S DAY TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14th

Special Valentine’s Dinner Features!
 Special Valentine’s Day Kitchen Hours: 4pm-8:30pm

 Reservations HIghly Recommended
3377554400 GGooooddhhuuee AAvvee..,, DDeennnniissoonn,, MMNN37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 

KKiittcchheenn:: WWeeddnneessddaayy && TThhuurrssddaayy 44::0000--88::3300 PPMM ((BBaarr OOppeenn LLaatteerr))Kitchen: Wednesday & Thursday 4:00-8:30 PM (Bar Open Later)
FFrriiddaayy && SSaattuurrddaayy 1111::0000 AAMM--99::3300 PPMM ((BBaarr OOppeenn LLaatteerr))Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM (Bar Open Later)

SSuunnddaayy 99::0000 AAMM--33::0000 PPMMSunday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

550077--664455--99999922 •• wwwwww..ffiirreessiiddeelloouunnggee..nneett507-645-9992 • www.firesidelounge.net

Treat Your Sweetheart to The Fireside 
 this Valentine’s Day

By Cheri Roshon
Larry Tatge started his first jewelry store in

Kenyon in 1975. The previous owner was
ready to retire, and asked Larry if he would
be interested in purchasing it, and the rest, as
they say, is history.

Over the years, Larry's business grew to in-
clude not only jewelry sales, but also ring siz-

(continued on page 7)

(continued on page 4)

It has been a busy year so far, from state fair to fruit sale. The year got started with 15
of our members finding great success at the Minnesota State Fair, including Premier Ex-
hibitor Livestock, Premier Chapter Swine Breeding Stock, and more.

(continued on page 5)

Sparkly Treasures at Tatge Jewelry
ing and solder repair, engraving, trophies and
awards.

In 1994, he decided to branch out to a new
location in Zumbrota. He gave himself a goal
of 10 years of doing business there, and again
found success. After the 10 year mark passed,
he made the decision to cut back a little on
the travel between the 2 businesses, close the

Zumbrota store and focus on the original
Kenyon store. "I keep busy with all the cus-
tomers I've served since 1975, no matter
where they live", says Tatge.

Larry is grateful for all his customers over
the years, and says he wouldn't be here with-
out them. He enjoys the work he does, and
doesn't see any reason to stop. His customers
are not only loyal, but most of them have be-
come friends. Not only a business man, he has
also served in many positions in the commu-
nity, even serving as Grand Marshall in the
2021 Rose Fest. He loves Kenyon, and can't
imagine living anywhere else.

Tatge Jewelry has jewelry for all occasions
at very reasonable prices, watches, and one of
the only engraving businesses in the area. He
makes plaques and awards for all occasions,
for sports teams and schools, and for busi-
nesses all over the area.

Notes from the Kenyon-Wanamingo
FFA chapter

What-Kins, a
Quaint Little Shop
in Wanamingo
By Cheri Roshon

Watkins products have been around for a
long time, and are known for their quality
and consistency. Started in 1868 by J.R.
Watkins, their reputation has grown and the
products continue to improve.



Page 2 February, 2023- KENYON MESSENGER -

Religion

Member
 FDIC

 DENNISON FEED
 AND FARM SUPPLY, INC.

 Tim Murry  Agronomy Sales & Service
 507-581-6218

 DENNISON, MINNESOTA  55018
 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.

 to the Kenyon Messenger at:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

DENNISON/VANG LUTHERAN PARISH
Pastor Paul A. Graham

 (C) 507-269-5997  •  Office: 507-645-6042
 P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN  55018

 Website: www.dennisonvang.org
 You can join us for Worship online at

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/167136242800
 Sunday, February 12th : Dennison – 9:00; Vang – 11:00

 Wednesday, February 15th –Songs of My Life
 Dennison – 6:30 PM

 Sunday, February 19th: Dennison – 9:00; Vang – 11:00
 Sunday, February 26th: Dennison – 9:00; Vang – 11:00

ASPELUND EMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Church 507-824-2307 • Parsonage 507-789-5851
 9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Coffee Time

 10:30a.m. Worship Service

FIRST EV. LUTHERAN
Julie Rogness, Pastor

 309 Forest Street, Kenyon  •  507-789-5261
 Sunday Worship 9 a.m.; Wed. Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

GOL LUTHERAN
Marv Kormann, Pastor  •  507-789-6311

 Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
 NERSTRAND
Mike Ahrens S.A.M.

 Service 9am. Coffee hour follows @ 10 am
 Sunday School 10:15 am

HAUGE LUTHERAN
Larry Grove, Pastor  •  507-271-9761

 302 Bullis Street, Kenyon
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. with lunch following

WANAMINGO LUTHERAN
507-824-2457

 130 West 3rd Street, Wanamingo

HOLDEN/DALE
Pastor Dustin Haider • 507-789-6677
 Email: holdensecretary@gmail.com

 Worship schedule found at:
 www.holdenlutheranchurch.org

 Holden/Dale Facebook

MOLAND CHURCH
Nancy Edwardson, Pastor  •  507-789-6661

 Sunday School 9 a.m.

NERSTRAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Lora Sturm, Pastor

 12 Maple Street  •  507-330-0025
 Worship 9:00 a.m.

NEW LIFE CHURCH
Colin Rueter, Pastor

 525 Beverly Street, Wanamingo  •  507-824-3019
 10am Worship Service

 6:30pm Wednesday Family Ministry Night
 www.nlcwanamingo.org

ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Lora Sturm, Pastor  •  507-330-0025

 www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
 19086 Jacob Avenue, Faribault

 Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
507-824-2155

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Dana Houck, Pastor

 429  4th Street, Kenyon  •  507-339-0045
 Worship 9 a.m.

ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Cory Rohlfing  •   Deacon Newell McGee

 108 Bullis St., Kenyon
 Sunday Mass 8:00a.m.

 Wednesday Mass 5:00p.m.

602 Second Street • P.O. Box G
 Kenyon, Minnesota 55946

 507-789-6123   Toll Free 1-888-789-6123
 Visit our website:  ssbkenyon.com

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
 “Mini Me”

 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you 
 welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with 
 the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

 —  1 Thessalonians 1:6
 My three-year-old granddaughter is full of life and joy. 
 Every time she runs into our house or I walk into theirs, she 
 shouts, “Grandma, my ‘mini me’!” She is thrilled as she 
 shouts the good news. No one can miss it. I have often 
 suggested that she might be my “mini me” (since she is a lot 
 like me), but she insists that I am her “mini me.” We share 
 mannerisms and a flare for shopping, and we both tend to be 
 optimistic. We have serious discussions about life, giggle 
 about nothing, and enjoy afternoon naps.

 Paul commends the church at Thessalonica that they have 
 stayed strong in faith by following his example and that of 
 other leaders—and ultimately by following Jesus, despite 
 the hardship and suffering in their life. They have set an 
 example of how to serve and live by the Spirit with joy. 
 They have learned to access all the empowerment and 
 energy they need in order to live through the Spirit.

 Whoever we are, on any given day we are following 
 someone or leading someone. Our challenge is to follow 
 those who imitate Jesus and to lead those who need to know 
 him.

 Prayer: Lord and God, help us to imitate you. May we 
 live by the joy you have given us. May we be empowered 
 by your Spirit. May someone see you in us today. Amen.

Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
P.O. Box 125

Dennison, MN 55018
Phone 507-951-7417
Fax 507-645-9878
www.kenyonmn.net

E-mail:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Published in cooperation with
Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.

© 2023. Kenyon Messenger.
All rights reserved.

For advertising information
call Terry Campbell at

507-951-7417

Job: [ /jōb/ ] noun --- In Hebrew the name
means ‘persecuted.’

The Book of Job does not list the author.
Several suggestions have been put forth for
authors: Job himself, who could have best re-
called his own words; Elihu, the fourth friend
who spoke toward the end of the story; vari-
ous biblical writers and leaders; or many edi-
tors who compiled the material over the years.
While there is no definitive answer, it was
most likely an eyewitness who recorded the
detailed and lengthy conversations found in
the book. In Old Testament times, authors
sometimes referred to themselves in the third

person, so Job’s authorship is a strong possi-
bility.

Since the author is unknown, the date of the
text is also unknown.

OVERVIEW:
The book of Job falls within wisdom litera-

ture. The book includes language from an-
cient legal proceedings, laments, and unique
terms not found elsewhere in the Bible. In ad-
dition, most of Job is written in parallel lines
like that of poetry.

The book probes into issues near to the
heart of every human who experiences suf-
fering. The prologue provides a fascinating
peek into the back story—why God allowed
Satan to afflict Job with such pain and tur-
moil. At the beginning of the book of Job is a
scene in heaven where Satan stands before
God. God asks Satan, “Have you considered
my servant Job?” (Job 1:8), and Satan imme-
diately accuses Job, a righteous man, of fear-
ing God only because God had prospered
him. “Strike everything he has,” Satan says,
“and he will surely curse you to your face”
(Job 1:11). God grants Satan limited permis-
sion to put Job to the test. Why do the right-
eous suffer? This is the question raised after
Job loses his family, his wealth, and his
health. Then, through a series of dialogues
and monologues arranged in a pattern of
threes, human wisdom attempts to explain the
unexplainable. Job’s three friends Eliphaz,
Bildad, and Zophar, come to “comfort” him
and to discuss his crushing series of tragedies.
They insist his suffering is punishment for sin

in his life. Job, though, remains devoted to
God through all of this and contends that his
life has not been one of sin. A fourth man,
Elihu, tells Job he needs to humble himself
and submit to God’s use of trials to purify his
life. Finally, Job questions God Himself and
learns valuable lessons about the sovereignty
of God and his need to totally trust in the
Lord. These final chapters record God’s mas-
terful defense of His majesty and unique
“otherness”—of God’s eternal transcendence
above creation—in contrast with Job’s hum-
ble and ignorant mortality. “Where were you
when I laid the foundation of the earth? / Tell
Me, if you have understanding” (Job 38:4).
Job is then restored to health, happiness, and
prosperity beyond his earlier state.

SO WHAT?
The Book of Job helps us to understand that

Satan cannot bring financial and physical de-
struction upon us unless it is by God’s per-
mission. The text reminds us that God has
power over what Satan can and cannot do. It
is beyond our human ability to understand
the "why’s" behind all the suffering in the
world. The wicked will receive justice. We
cannot always blame suffering and sin on our
lifestyles. Suffering may sometimes be al-
lowed in our lives to purify, test, teach, or
strengthen the soul. God remains enough,
and He deserves and requests our love and
praise in all circumstances of life. Pain in-
evitably afflicts each one of us. Suffering is
unavoidable in this life. Will your relation-
ship with God be enough when trials come?

Will you trust Him through your suffering?
Read Job 38–42. Spend time with the
Almighty. Pray for a stronger faith in the
powerful Creator described in those chapters.
Pray for a right perspective of Him so that
you might see your situation through His
eyes. As C.H. Spurgeon said, “God is too
good to be unkind and He is too wise to be
mistaken. And when we cannot trace His
hand, we must trust His heart.”

I would love to hear from you, pray for you,
and encourage you. Reach out to me via
email: Colin@nlcwanamingo.org or by
phone: 507-824-3019.

Job:
“Sovereign

Over Suffering”

By Pastor Colin Rueter,
New Life Church

(colin@nlcwanamingo.org)

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com
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Obituary
LuVerne E. Johnson

LuVerne E. Johnson, age 98, of Richland
Township, rural
Kenyon, died Sun-
day, January 15,
2023, at the Three
Links Care Center,
Northfield.

Funeral services
were held at First
English Lutheran
Church, Faribault on
Saturday, January 21,
2023, at 11:00 a.m.

with the Reverend Carrie Chatelaine officiat-
ing. Interment will be at Meadow Ridge Me-
morial Park, Faribault at a later date.

Visitation was at the Boldt Funeral Home,
Faribault on Friday, January 20, 2023, from
4:00–6:00 p.m. and for one hour prior to the
service at the church on Saturday.

LuVerne E., the son of Fred L. and Selma J.
(Larson) Johnson was born on December 10,
1924, in Madison, Minnesota. On September
8, 1951, LuVerne was united in marriage to
Jeanne Jurgenson at the Clarkfield Lutheran
Church. LuVerne was a dairy farmer his en-
tire life in the Madison, Kasson and Richland
Township area. He enjoyed traveling and
going on bus trips. Most of all, LuVerne
loved his grandchildren and attending their
activities and events.

Survivors include his children, Laurie (and
Tim) Thorp of New Prague, Stevan (and

Theresa) Johnson of Kenyon, David (and
Peggy) Johnson of Faribault, Jeffrey (and Ju-
dith) Johnson of Kenyon and Jim (and Kim-
berly) Johnson of Colorado Springs, CO; 11
grandchildren; 30 great grandchildren;
brother, Robert Johnson; other relatives and
friends.

LuVerne was preceded in death by his par-

ents, Fred and Selma Johnson; wife, Jeanne
in 2006; sisters, Myrtress (and Eugene) An-
derson, Lillian (and Emerson) Bleyhl and
Arla (and Merlyn) Matthies and sisters in law,
Sharon Johnson and Isabell Johnson.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred
to Ecumen Hospice.

SSUUPPPPOORRTTIINNGG OOUURR AARREEAASSUUPPPPOORRTTIINNGG OOUURR AARREEAASUPPORTING OUR AREA
FFUUTTUURREE FFAARRMMEERRSSFFUUTTUURREE FFAARRMMEERRSSFUTURE FARMERS

NNaattiioonnaall FFFFAA WWeeeekkNNaattiioonnaall FFFFAA WWeeeekkNational FFA Week
FFeebbrruuaarryy 1188--2255,, 22002233FFeebbrruuaarryy 1188--2255,, 22002233February 18-25, 2023

www.lccbank.com
 Nerstrand Lobby Hours: 9am-2pm M-F

 313 Main Street • (507) 333-2500

 - ATM AVAILABLE AT PARKSIDE -

Our Services Include:
 Personal Banking:  Ag Lending, Personal Checking,

 Ready Reserve,  Personal Savings, iHelp Student Loans,
 Safe Deposit Boxes, Personal Loans, Mortgages,

 Construction Loans

 Business Banking:  Business Checking, Business Savings,
 Business Financing, Night Deposit,
 Teleserv (24 Hr. Phone Banking),

 Internet Banking, Direct Deposit, ACH Processing

 WE’RE HERE FOR  YOU!
We’re local, qualified and ready to 

 help you achieve your dreams!
 Talk with a lender today!

305 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
 507-334-6550

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual
 Member” mark are property of Grinnell Mutual 
 Reinsurance Company. ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance 
 Company, 2020.

KELLER INSURANCE AGENCY
 Your FarMutual Agent

 CULTIVATING 
 TOMORROW.
 We support the efforts of the FFA.  
 Their commitment to teaching 
 teamwork, encouraging volunteerism, 
 and fostering community ensures a 
 bright future for America s family 
 farmers.
 Trust in Tomorrow.® • Check-ups and annual physicals

 • Pediatric care and back-to-school physicals
 • Chronic care management
 • Preventive care
 • Health, weight and vision screenings
 • In-office procedures
 • Immunizations and flu shots

Kenyon Clinic
 225 Huseth St., Kenyon, MN 55946

 507-623-0123
 Mon. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. • Tues. 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. • Wed. Closed

 Thurs. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. • Fri. 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Chris Werner, CNP, APRN

Our advertisers 
 appreciate your business!

 Tel l them you saw their ad  in the Kenyon Messenger THANK
 YOU
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Community

Today Pervin and Lois Bjorngaard own and
operate a store on Main Street in Wanamingo
called "What-Kins". They opened the store
32 years ago. and carry the full line of origi-
nal Watkins products, plus a lot of fun Nor-
wegian inspired art and nic-nacs, cards and
other unique gifts for that someone special
in your life. The store is pretty amazing! Stop
in and check it out.

What-Kins, a
Quaint Little

Shop in
Wanamingo

(continued from page 1)

Lois Bjorngaard

(continued on page 5)

Did you know all the products they carry are
certified organic? I didn't!

J.R. Watkins started his company in Plain-
view, MN with one product. It was a linament
made with camphor from pine trees and cap-
sicum from red peppers. It is still sold today
for the relief of minor muscle aches, soreness
and stiffness. Eventually the product line ex-
panded into baking ingredients & spices, as
well as bath soaks, cough rubs, menthol
drops, vitamins, supplements, cleaning sup-
plies and organic flavorings.

In 1978 the Watkins line was sold to Min-
nesota businessman Irwin L. Jacobs after
being in the Watkins family for over 110
years. Even though it changed hands, 80 to
85% of the products are still made in Winona,
Mn.
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Milo Peterson Ford Co.

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

We Have a Ford That Will Get You Through Winter
2016
 F-250 

 SUPER 
 DUTY

4WD, four door,
 crew cab, 6 box,

 white, 168,963 miles,
 6.2L V-8

 #22149U

Cold Weather Car Care
 At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified 

 technicians are here to provide exceptional service 
 in a timely manner.

 From oil changes to transmission replacements, 
 we are dedicated to maintaining top tier

 customer service, for both new and pre-owned
 car buyers! Allow our staff to demonstrate

 our commitment to excellence.

Call our service

department to schedule

your maintenance needs.

Open Monday thru Friday

7:30am to 5pm.

2021 
 ESCAPE 

 SEL

 2020
 EDGE
 SEL

 2020 
 EXPLORER 

 XLT

 2019 
 RANGER 
 LARIAT

 2021
 F-150
 XLT

$23,750
 Now

AWD, 39,683 miles, 
 white metallic, 
 ecoboost 2.0L 
 turbocharged

 #22152U

$28,999
 Now

$30,555
 Now

AWD,
 21,107 miles,
 ecoboost 2.0L 
 turbocharged

 #22057U

$36,520
 Now4WD, 2.3L ecoboost, 

 19,371 miles,
 rapid red metallic

 #22105U

 4WD, super crew cab, 
 5 box, ecoboost 2.3L 
 turbocharged, shadow 

 black, 37,842 miles
 #22134U

$35,999
 Now

4WD, super crew cab, 
 4 door, 5.5 box,

 13,093 miles, ecoboost 
 2.7L V-6, gray metallic

 #22074U

$49,975
 Now

What-Kins, a
Quaint Little Shop
in Wanamingo
(continued from page 4)

Notes from the
Kenyon-

Wanamingo
FFA chapter

(continued from page 1)

Another idea the Bjorngaards are promoting
in Wanamingo is Granny Basketball! What a
fun way to get in some much needed winter
excersize and have fun doing so! They prac-
tice at the Wanamingo Elementary School,
and they are hoping to grow their team. If you
have some lady friends over 50 who would
like to join the fun, please call Lois for more
information. Sounds like a lot of fun to me!

In September four of our six
officers attended Fall Leader-
ship Day to start off the year
learning leadership skills to
bring back to the chapter.

In October, we brought 3
teams to the River Falls Falcon

Ag Challenge for the region qualifier for

Livestock and Dairy, and invitational for
Poultry. Livestock placed 5th out of 26 and
are going to State, this team consists of Julia
Patterson, Sophia Poquette, Cody Ostertag,
and Anna Ostertag. Dairy placed 8th out of
24 and will also be going to state, this team
consists of Evelyn Scheffler, Hanna Gud-
knecht, Matthew Scheffler, and Jay Jacob-
son. The poultry team got first place at this
event however it was not the state qualifier
for poultry, this team consisted of Jett Smith,
Jay Smith, Knute Ronningen, Lukas Gul-
lickson, and Ryan LaCanne.

At the end of October we filled a school van
with 8 members and Ms. Van Lanen headed
over to Indianapolis for National FFA Con-
vention. After our 10 hour drive we spent our
3 night 4 day stay attending sessions, visit-
ing booths at expo, attending tours, and
bonding at the Airbnb. National Convention
gave members inspiration to be active in FFA
and realize the scope that FFA reaches.

The annual FFA Fruit Sale Fundraiser
ended on November 4th, our members sold
over $15,000 worth of fruit! The fruit arrived
at the beginning of December and distributed
from there. Our top seller were Evie and
Matthew Scheffler, Cody Ostertag, and Jay
and Jett Smith.

On December 12th we had two region FFA
officers visit to teach our members about op-
portunities in FFA and leadership skills. If
your member attended these workshops
make sure to ask them how to make a peanut

butter and jelly sandwich.
After a lot of rescheduling due to snow and

cold, our poultry team finally got to compete
again on December 19th this time to qualify
for state. We once again loaded up a school
van with our poultry team and head to River-
land Community College in Austin. There

our poultry team placed 4th and qualified for
state. The poultry team headed to state in-
cludes Lukas Gullickson, Knute Ronningen,
Jett Smith, and Jay Smith.

This year has been both busy and reward-
ing, hopefully the rest of the year will be the
same.

VALENTINE’S DAY 
 IS

TUESDAY, 
 FEBRUARY 14 th

ORDER EARLY! CALL 507-789-5700
Roses, Mixed Arrangements, Flower Bunches and More!

The FDT ® Holiday Traditions ™ BouquetWe are more than just a flower store!
 Gifts  • Cards & More for All Occasions

 524 Second St, Kenyon
 507-789-5700

 marysrusticrose@outlook.com

 marysrusticrose.comWE’RE ONLINE
www.kenyonmn.net
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Education

KWNoble Knights of the Week for February 3, 3023
Front Row: Aiden Dressel, KG, Ms. Madison Andrist; Johnny Gomez Hernandez, KG, Mrs.
Tanya Short; Liza VanDeWalker, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Warner Hendrickson, Gr. 1, Mrs.
Katie Benbrooks; Korra Vodovnik, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers. Back Row: Makenzie Lee, Gr.
2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs; Maverick Moechnig, Gr. 2, Ms. Megan Sabrowsky; Lilian Piper, Gr. 3,
Ms. Val Ashland; Madeline Engen, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Leon Dressel, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda
Thesing; Stellen Kyllo, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman

KWNoble Knights of the Week for January 27, 2023
Front Row: Cole Ducklow, KG, Ms. Madison Andrist; Fatima Estevez Lima, KG, Mrs. Tanya
Short; Brayden Peterson, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Fabian Smith, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks;
Sam Keller, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers. Back Row: Charlee Berg, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs;
Lyra Blakstad, Gr. 2, Ms. Megan Sabrowsky; Ariel Ordalen, Gr. 3, Ms. Val Ashland; Emmett
Peterson, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Blake Feidt, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman; Trinity Nelson, Gr.
4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

KW Noble Knights of the Week

KWNoble Knights of the Week for January 13, 2023
Front Row: Jaxon Johnson, KG, Ms. Madison Andrist; Mae Bakken, KG, Mrs. Tanya Short;
Jade Wrolson, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Will Amundson, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers; Tucker
Westlund, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs. Back Row: Karter Drum, Gr. 2, Ms. Megan Sabrowsky;
Nathan Flom, Gr. 3, Ms. Val Ashland; Haddie Breyer, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Frederick John-
son, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman; Lidia Jandro, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

Congratulations
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Community

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

Toro #21466
 60V Max* 22” Recycler ®

w/Personal Pace ® & SmartStow ®

Lawn Mower
 22” recycler cutting deck

 Personal pace self propelled auto drive transmission
 Smart stow folds & stores upright taking up 70% less space
 Interchangeable battery works with a full line of yard tools

 2 year mower warranty / 3 year battery warranty

$629.00

 Check out our full line of
 60v Lithium Ion cordless tools 

 and accessories.
 Includes: string trimmers,

 edgers, chainsaws,
 hedge trimmers & more

Sparkly Treasures at Tatge Jewelry
(continued from page 1)
"Since Covid started, I

sell more plaques than the
traditional trophies, since
many teams have dis-
banded for the time being."
Larry commented as I was
looking through his vast
collection of all things en-
gravable. To see his inven-
tory of different designs,
log onto his website at Tat-
gejewelry.com.

And the clocks! This arti-
cle wouldn't be complete
without mentioning the
clocks! What a collection
he has! Big clocks, small
clocks, Grandfather clocks
and Cuckoo clocks. Beauti-
ful in design, and possibly
the perfect gift for that hard
to please person on your
shopping list.

Be sure to stop by and see
this amazing store and if
you haven't already met
Larry, you are in for a treat!

507-824-2912

 Office open in Wanamingo
 Monday through Friday

 • Homeowners
 • Farm
 • Workmen’s Comp
 • Inland Marine
 • Auto
 • Commercial

507-824-5105  • Cell 651-380-6080 • 133 Main Street  •  PO Box 54, Wanamingo, MN 55983
 Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Adam Dicke,  Agent   •    Jim Sviggum,  Agent
AUTO • HOME • FARM • CROP • BUSINESS • LIFE • HEALTH

2023 Crop Insurance
 Give us a call and we will stop out 

 to visit with you on customized 
 coverage for your operation.
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Since moving back to Wanamingo last year,
I have had the pleasure of meeting many peo-
ple who call this town home. I have to say,
Barney Nesseth is one of the busiest ones I've
met! Barney grew up and went to school here,
and then left home and got married, and
moved around for awhile before returning to
Wanamingo in 2002 to raise his kids. "This is
a great place to raise kids", he said, and I
agree.

After working remotely for a computer
company, he decided to try his hand at retail,
and broke ground for a liquor store coupled
with a Dollar store in 2004. The Dollar store
wasn't as successful as he would have liked,
so he turned it into a grocery store and ran
that until 2018. Then he chose to expand the
liquor store and add an office rental space. In
2014 he and his cousin Justin Nesseth bought
what was then Ringo's Bar, and in 2 weeks
had torn it apart and put it back together, re-
naming it JB's Tavern. They added a bar menu
with burgers and fries, and it continues to be
a place to stop in and chat with friends, or join
the Dart League on Wednesdays, a Pool
League on Tuesdays, and in the summer a
Volleyball League, which the outdoor space
turns into a parking lot for snowmobiles dur-
ing the winter. Always thinking, that Barney!

Now that the New Year is here, there have
been some big changes to JB's menu. Barney
hired Executive Chef Matt Hinman from
Dennison to run the kitchen, and the new
menu is delightful. You can see it on the JB's
Tavern Facebook page. I can't even begin to
tell you about all the culinary delights I look
forward to experiencing, but I can tell you
that Chef Matt brought new spices and fla-
vors to town. The burgers and sandwiches are
still on the menu, with upgraded appetizers
and dinners to delight any palette. Along with
serving breakfast on Saturdays and Sundays,

they have also added “Showing Off Our Chef
Night” once a month on a Sunday of their
choosing. To see the menu for each month go
to the Facebook page and RSVP, because
these nights sell out fast. Seating is limited to
32 people. To book your reservation, call
(507) 990-7578 with your name and number
of guests.

I was able to get in a quick chat with Chef
Matt, and asked him about his previous en-
deavors. He has been an Executive Chef for
about 30 years, working mostly in the Min-
neapolis area. He took a short break to pursue
a barnwood furniture business in Dennison,
but the call of the grill pulled him back to his
culinary background, and Barney was lucky
enough to convince him to come to JB's. "I'm
just a guy who loves to cook!" he said. Well,
I say Welcome Chef Matt, and I look forward
to trying all the goodies on the new menu!

Now remember I said Barney is the busiest
person I have met? Well, the news is out that
there will be a new venue in Kenyon called
Angie's, which is a partnership between Bar-
ney and Angie Anderson. We will be printing
another article about Angie Anderson and her
new restaurant in another issue of the Mes-
senger. I have to say, it is going to be some-
thing special! Along with the restaurant,
there will be a coffee bar featuring Espresso,
Mocha Lattes and other specialty drinks like

Community

J.B.’s
New Faces,
New Menu,
Great Food

By Cheri Roshon

Barney Nesseth

www.nerstrandag.com

Byron Agri Center
 302 Byron Ave N, Byron

 800-944-2297

 Cannon Falls Agri Center
 216 Dakota, Cannon Falls

 507-263-2140

 Nerstrand Agri Center
 415 Main St, Nerstrand

 507-645-7972

Proud to
 Support

smoothies, an ice cream shop, pizza take-out
and delivery, and I think I heard a gift shop,

too. Stay tuned for more information when it
opens, Hopefully soon!
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Rural Routes

Grants Available to Provide Access
to Healthy Food
Good Food Access Program Grant applications due by March 16, 2023
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture

(MDA) is now accepting applications for the
2023 Good Food Access Program (GFAP)
grants to increase availability and access to
affordable, nutritious, and culturally appro-
priate foods to underserved communities.

The GFAP Equipment and Physical Im-
provement Grant helps grocery stores and
small food retailers purchase equipment or
make physical improvements that will allow
them to stock more fresh foods. Potential
projects may include the purchase and in-
stallation costs of shelving, coolers, and
freezers, as well as mobile food trucks, per-
manent infrastructure at farmers’ markets, or
architectural work.

A total of $320,750 is available for this
year’s round of GFAP Equipment and Phys-
ical Improvement Grants, and the MDA an-
ticipates awarding between 10 and 18 grants
of up to $50,000 each. A cash match is not
required, and up to 50% of the award may be
requested in advance. Multi-site proposals
are encouraged.

The GFAP Technical Assistance Grant is
available to help nonprofit organizations and

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) is now accepting applications for the
2023 Noxious Weed and Invasive Plant
Grant. Counties, municipalities, tribal gov-
ernments, and weed management entities (in-
cluding weed management areas) may apply
for grants to mitigate noxious weeds around
the state. To be eligible for consideration, ap-
plicants must spend grant funds by June 30,
2023.

Since 2018, the MDA’s Noxious Weed and
Invasive Plant Grant has awarded over $1.3
million to fund a variety of activities such as
purchasing equipment and supplies, conduct-
ing mapping and outreach activities, and hir-

ing private applicators to manage noxious
weeds. The MDA has awarded 119 grants,
averaging $9,000.

Review the application requirements and
find the application on the MDA website. Ap-
plications are due no later than 3 p.m. on
March 31, 2023. Questions can be directed to
Emilie Justen, MDA Noxious Weed Law Co-
ordinator, at Emilie.Justen@state.mn.us.

The grant program is funded by the Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
as recommended by the Legislative-Citizen
Commission on Minnesota Resources
(LCCMR).

MDANowAccepting Applications for Noxious
Weed/Invasive Plant Grants
Counties, municipalities, tribal governments, and weed
management entities apply for grants by March 31

Minnesota-specific
Dicamba Herbicide

Restriction to
Remain in Place for

2023 State
Restrictions Add

Date and
Temperature
Restrictions

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) announced that state-specific use re-
strictions for three dicamba herbicide prod-
ucts will remain the same for the 2023
growing season in Minnesota. The restric-
tions are aimed at curbing off-site movement
of the products.

The affected dicamba formulations are En-
genia by BASF, Tavium by Syngenta, and

XtendiMax by Bayer. These are the only
dicamba products labeled for use on
dicamba-tolerant soybeans.

The three products are registered for use in
Minnesota in 2023 with the following re-
strictions:

DATE CUTOFF: No application shall be
made south of Interstate 94 after June 12,
2023. North of Interstate 94, use is prohib-
ited after June 30, 2023.

TEMPERATURE CUTOFF: No applica-
tion shall be made if the air temperature of
the field at the time of application is over 85
degrees Fahrenheit or if the National Weather
Service’s forecasted high temperature for the
nearest available location for the day exceeds
85 degrees Fahrenheit.

Users can download these restrictions from
the product manufacturer’s website, and they
must be in the user’s possession during ap-
plication.

“These restrictions mirror what we did in
2022 when we saw a major decrease in com-
plaints of off-target movement from the pre-
vious year,” said Agriculture Commissioner
Thom Petersen. “These products must be
used without impacts on neighboring homes,

farms, and gardens. The Minnesota-specific
restrictions are based on scientific evidence
from our drift investigations and discussions
with the University of Minnesota Extension
and Minnesota Soybean Growers Drift Task-
force.”

During the 2022 growing season, the MDA
received 25 formal complaints and eight re-
sponses to an informal survey, all alleging
off-target movement. This was a major de-
crease from 2021 which saw a total of 304
formal complaints and survey responses.

Other federal requirements for the products
that appear on the product labels include:

Requiring an approved pH-buffering agent,
also known as a volatility reducing agent, be
tank mixed with dicamba products prior to
all applications

Requiring a downwind buffer of 240 feet
and 310 feet in areas where listed endan-
gered species are located

Additional recordkeeping items
In addition to the cutoff date, Xtendimax

and Tavium have crop growth stage cutoffs.
Since dicamba was first registered for use

on dicamba-tolerant soybeans in the 2017
growing season, the MDA has fielded com-
plaints each year of alleged off-site move-
ment onto neighboring property. The
chemical is highly volatile and can damage
non-target plant species through spray drift
and/or volatilization. Volatility is influenced
by several factors including temperature, rel-
ative humidity, rate of application, and crop
stage. The annual totals of complaints were:

2022: 32 reports
2021: 304
2020: 128
2019: 20
2018: 51
2017: 249
In Minnesota, Engenia, Tavium, and

XtendiMax formulations of dicamba are ap-
proved for use on dicamba-tolerant soybeans
only and are “Restricted Use Pesticides.” The
dicamba products are only for retail sale to
and use by certified applicators.

Pesticide product registrations are renewed
on an annual basis in Minnesota.

public agencies provide appropriate technical
assistance — including guidance and re-
sources on topics such as business planning,
financing, marketing, food procurement and
distribution, handling and merchandising
fresh foods, and more — to eligible food re-
tailers, such as grocery stores, corner stores,
and farmers’ markets.

The MDA will award up to $100,000 in this
round of GFAP Technical Assistance Grants.
Applicants may request between $5,000 and
$50,000, and the grants can cover up to 75%
of project costs.

Awards for both grants must be used to sup-
port projects that are located in or serve cen-
sus-designated food deserts or low- to
moderate-income communities with limited
access to supermarkets.

All grant applications are due by 4 p.m. on
Thursday, March 16, 2023.

For more information, including a list of el-
igibility requirements, visit the GFAP Equip-
ment and Physical Improvement Grant and
the GFAP Technical Assistance Grant web-
pages.

JOBANNOUNCEMENT
Finance Director

The City of Kenyon & Kenyon Municipal Utilities, MN, is seeking a Finance Direc-
tor. Kenyon is located 40 miles south of the Twin Cities and 40 miles north of
Rochester, MN. Conducts financial and accounting functions. Pay rate up to $37.41+
per hour (non-exempt) but negotiable depending on experience plus excellent benefits.

Qualifications: A.A Degree in accounting, finance, business, or related field and at
least three years of experience in a position with similar responsibilities. Desired: B.S.
degree in accounting, finance, public administration, business or related field.

Application materials are available at Kenyon City Hall, and at http://www.city-
ofkenyon.com or by calling 507-789-6415. Review of applications will begin on
March 3, 2023, Application materials will be accepted until the position is filled.
Submit application materials to info@cityofkenyon.com , by mail, or at City Hall 709
2nd St. Kenyon, MN 55946. EOE
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That’s the Latest

That’s the Latest
Quilting Party

By Emery Kleven
Emery is now a retired farm broadcaster

after starting at KDHL in Faribault in 1987.
He’s a 1971 graduate of West Concord High
School. You can view past columns at his
website RoadFarming.com. You can email

him at emery@roadfarming.com.

I was recently at a quilting party. The old
Dover, Minnesota school building is now
Dover city hall. I stopped by to visit with the
city clerk Gary Pedersen who gave 3 of us
WC Historical Society board members a tour
of the building back in November. I had a
thank you gift of a WCHS coffee mug I
wanted to drop off for him. There were only
about two parking spots left in the front of the
building which I thought was unusual for the
city of 795 residents on a Wednesday after-
noon. I asked Gary if he was having a sale on
building permits or something but he said no,
there’s a quilting party in one of the old class-
rooms, one of the rooms that Gary attended
for one of his grade school years back in the
day.

I had a souvenir coffee mug for Dover city
employee Marvin Ihrke who was there for the
tour in November too. He said Marvin was
over in the other room quilting. I thought to
myself, I have to see that. Well I misunder-
stood; it was Mrs. Marvin who was one of 15
ladies who were quilting and not Marvin him-
self. So I visited with the ladies a little, talked
about the old school in West Concord and
they told me a little more about the 1925
building in Dover. As I left the quilting party
after taking a picture, I told the ladies I no-
ticed there was no wine or wine glasses on the
tables. They told me that started at 4 o’clock.
Darn the luck, I was there at 2:30.

As I drove away I got thinking back to the
quilting parties my mom would have in our
basement on the farm. There would be from
8-10 ladies who would put long 1x4” boards
precariously on top of old wooden chairs to
use as their frames and then begin to stretch
out pieces of fabric that would eventually end
up being a beautiful quilt. While I did not
partake of the actual quilting, I did get to
enjoy lunch which always included Thelma’s
cinnamon rolls. That was the best part of the
quilting, the cinnamon rolls.

Thelma Hilling, yes Reenie’s mom, would
make thee best cinnamon rolls and I would al-
ways try to find them before the quilters took
a break. My mom got wise to this so she
would hide them. Well much to my delight,
in the Hegre Lutheran Church cookbook
which was produced in 1968, right there on
page 9 is the recipe for Thelma’s cinnamon
rolls. I made them a number of years ago and

then this year over the holidays in Omaha,
my kids and I decided we’d have a Hegre
dinner where we would make things from the
cookbook. I made the Tator Tot hotdish and
Thelma’s cinnamon rolls. And they turned
out pretty darn good. Reenie, your mom
would have been proud of how good they
turned out!

It’s fun to go through these old cookbooks
and find a number of recipes that bring back
great memories. But I have found that some-
times all these great cooks of yesteryear
would leave out certain instructions that ap-
parently a person is just supposed to know.
For instance, I found out when making a hot
dish with rice, you should probably boil up
the rice first. Sometimes you just have to fig-
ure out which ingredient they left out of the
recipe whether intentional or not. I think back
to the TV show ‘Everybody Loves Raymond’
where the mom Marie left out an ingredient
or two before giving the recipe to Ray’s wife
Debra. Marie did not want her to be a better
cook than she was. Now I don’t think the
Hegre ladies did that but sometimes I won-
der why a recipe just doesn’t taste right. I did
what the book said but it’s the instructions
left out that leave room for a conspiracy the-
ory.

The recipes can sometimes be very precise
and sometimes they say just add flour until
its thick enough. Well what does that mean?
The precision was in a lazagne recipe that

my aunt Marion put in the book. In the book
it’s spelled with a ‘z’. It says after you get
all the ingredients prepared and then get the
lazagne layered correctly with the noodles
you bake it for about 20 minutes at 359°. Of
course that’s probably a typo. She meant to
say bake it at 358°. And what’s with ABOUT
20 minutes? Do I have to start checking at
10 minutes and then every two minutes after
that until I see black showing up on the
cheese or noodles or both?

You are a master chef if you get a recipe to
turn out on the first try from these old cook-
books. However I did get the cinnamon rolls
on a first time and they’ve turned out good

Quilting party of 15 at the old Dover, MN school building on January 11, 2023.
every time since. I think next I’ll try the 5 can
hot dish. Everything is pre-measured by the
can. Can’t mess that one up right? Well at
least by the third time it should turn out.

Serving you since 1972
 Family owned and operated
5865 Kenyon Blvd., Faribault, MN  55021

507-334-5767  •   info @flomdisposal.com

PROUD TO 
 SUPPORT 
 NATIONAL
 FFA WEEK

 February 18-25, 2023
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Community Health
Needs Assessment

Names Top 10
Issues

Mental Health, Housing,
and Drug & Alcohol Use

Top the List
By Goodhue County Health and

Human Services
Goodhue County, MN (January, 2023) - The

health of all people in Goodhue County is the
subject of a newly released report. The 2022
Goodhue County Community Health Needs
Assessment (CHNA) identifies top health is-
sues and offers a starting point to identify
health inequities.

The report is an effort to take stock of the
health of all people in Goodhue County. In
the past local public health conducted the
community health assessment every five
years, and Mayo Clinic Health System every
three years. The 2022 CHNA is a joint effort
and will continue on a three-year cycle. As
part of the process, members of the Commu-
nity Health Assessment committee reviewed
responses and comments from a 2021 ran-
dom sample survey, a 2021 convenience sam-
ple survey, key informant interviews, an
online prioritization survey, a community
partner assessment, and community engage-
ment events. Additionally, data from state and
national sources were reviewed.

“Both health departments and hospitals are
required to assess the needs of our communi-
ties and identify priorities,” said Ruth
Greenslade, Public Health Supervisor for
Goodhue County Health and Human Serv-

ices. “We looked at health conditions, like
diabetes. We looked at the factors that con-
tribute to health conditions, like our behav-
iors and access to health care and income.
When we took a list of all these health issues
to community leaders from different towns
in the county a year ago and asked them to
identify the top issues, more than 80% of
them said mental health. Then our intern
went out to community events in the summer
and the again the issue the most people were
concerned about was mental health.”

The impact of COVID-19 had a major in-
fluence on the top health issues in this as-
sessment. While mental health was also a top
10 issue in the 2017 Community Health As-
sessment, it rose to the number one spot, and
for the first time, social connection and in-
clusion, and education access and quality
were identified as top 10 issues, with many
key informants and community members
identifying the pandemic as a contributing
factor.

“So many of our top issues are interrelated
and the data shows how the COVID-19 pan-
demic has exacerbated many of these issues,”
said Maggie Cichosz, Community Engage-
ment Specialist at Goodhue County Health
and Human Services. “In 2021 we saw a
spike in opioid overdose deaths and the 2022
student survey showed an increase in stu-
dents who reported seriously considering sui-
cide.”

“We are so thankful for all the community
members and partners that have taken the
time to work on this important report,” said
Nina Arneson, Goodhue County Health and
Human Services Director. “A special thank
you goes to our core group for their strong
leadership, partnership and commitment to
improving health for all.” The core group in-
cludes Greenslade, Cichosz, Stephanie
Olson, Mayo Clinic Health System Commu-

nity Engagement Specialist, Michelle Leise,
City of Red Wing Community Engagement
Facilitator and Maureen Nelson, Goodhue,
Wabasha and Pierce Counties United Way
Executive Director.

Olson said, “Moving to doing an assess-
ment report together every three years will
allow Goodhue County and Mayo Clinic
Health System to advance our partnership.
In the past we have shared data and now we
are working together throughout the assess-
ment process and the process of writing the
implementation plan.”

The CHNA report sets the stage for the
Goodhue County Community Health Im-
provement Plan 2023- 2025, which will de-
scribe long-term, collective efforts to
improve the health of everyone in the
county.

The 2022 Community Health Needs As-
sessment, as well as many of the data
sources used, are available on the Goodhue
County website at
www.co.goodhue.mn.us/chna.

Top 10 Health Issues:
• Mental Health & Mental Disorders
• Housing & Homes
• Drug & Alcohol Use
• Social Connection & Inclusion
• Education Access & Quality
• Health Care Access & Quality

• Economic Stability
• Physical Activity
• Health Communication
• Violence Prevention
This assessment was made possible in part

by a grant from the National Association of
City and County Health Officials to pilot test
Mobilizing for Action through Planning and
Partnerships (MAPP) 2.0 assessment guid-
ance as well as by a Minnesota Department of
Health Rural Health Assessment grant using
federal funds from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

The mission of the Goodhue County Com-
munity Health Assessment Committee is to
identify health disparities and top health is-
sues for Goodhue County and implement and
evaluate strategies, policies, and programs.

About Goodhue County Health and Human
Services:

The mission of Goodhue County Health and
Human Services is to “Promote, Protect and
Strengthen the Health of Individuals, Fami-
lies, and Communities.” The department has
four service divisions: Economic Assistance,
Public Health, Social Services, and HHS Fi-
nance/IT. For more information on Goodhue
County Health & Human Services, please
visit www.co.goodhue.mn.us.

Goodhue County
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SMIF

Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Est. 1935
• Fertilizer  • Seed • Soil Sampling  • Field Scouting
 • Chemicals  • Custom Application  • Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP, Gas and Diesel Fuel

Our Many
Partners Helped
Us Make 2022

Successful

At Southern Minnesota Initiative Founda-
tion (SMIF) our motto is collaborating for re-
gional vitality, and we do our best to live up
to that commitment. In each area of our work
– early childhood, entrepreneurship, and
community vitality – we are mindful of part-
ners in the state and region with whom we
can collaborate to make a difference. Espe-
cially at this time of year as we look back at
our accomplishments in 2022, we want to ex-
press our gratitude to these partners.

In partnership with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Employment and Economic Devel-
opment, SMIF issued COVID business
recovery grants to over 2,000 businesses in

our region, totaling over $20 million since
the onset of the pandemic. For SMIF this was
over and above our regular workload, and I
am also extremely grateful to our staff who
stepped up to make this happen!

In partnership with Renewing the Country-
side, the Minnesota Department of Agricul-
ture and other organizations, we
co-sponsored the ninth annual Feast Local
Foods Marketplace on November 5 at the
Mayo Civic Center. It was our most success-
ful event ever, with over 90 local food booths
(exhibiting products like syrups and sauces,
meats and cheeses, wines, brews and more)
and roughly 1300 attendees. This event is a
great way to highlight and celebrate the
growing local foods sector in our region.

In partnership with, and often a referral
from, local banks and economic development
agencies, SMIF issued a total of 30 loans in
fiscal year 2022 amounting to $1.7 million
dollars. In the first few months of fiscal year
2023, we have already added another seven
loan clients to that number. We are proud to
play a role in supporting new and early-stage
businesses in our region.

SMIF also engages in numerous business
training activities each year. These include
our Prosperity Initiative offering coaching
and mentoring to minority and new immi-
grant entrepreneurs, our Rural Entrepreneur
Venture program which assists communities
in creating an entrepreneurial culture, our En-
trepreneur Bridge event which draws up-
wards of 75 small businesses each year for
informational sessions important to business
success, and our Young Entrepreneur com-
petitions focused on encouraging a new gen-
eration to start and build a business in our

region. Various partners make these efforts
possible – including Community Economic
Development Associates (CEDA), the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Extension Service, Red
Wing Ignites, Collider in Rochester, Region
Nine Development Commission, and the
South-Central Minnesota Business Develop-
ment Center in Mankato – as well as several
of our region’s colleges and universities.

For many years, SMIF has supported early
education through grant-making and literacy
efforts in our twenty-county region. This past
year our reading programs distributed books
to over 40 organizations, totaling over 21,000
books. Our book program includes a partner-
ship with many Kiwanis Clubs in the area.
All of this great work is made possible due
to the generosity of two local publishing
companies, Abdo and Capstone, who donate
books for this purpose.

Throughout each year, SMIF offers train-
ings for early childhood providers to help
them secure the continuing education credits
they need to stay in business and be the best
they can be. In the past year we provided 29
trainings reaching 711 providers! We want to

express appreciations to our key partners in
this work: Families First, Le Sueur County,
Lake Crystal Little Lakers, Mankato Public
Schools, Help Me Grow, United Way of
Steele County, as well as various trainers.

As of 2022, SMIF is partnering with 31
communities in southern Minnesota by help-
ing them create and maintain community
funds. These funds are designed to assist
smaller towns in securing tax-deductible do-
nations to build endowments and to invest in
local needs. The book “Boomtown USA”
cites community funds as one of the keys to
small town vitality, and we are pleased to
partner with community leaders in this re-
gard.

As you can see, at SMIF we have much to
celebrate and many partners to thank.

We look forward to working with our re-
gional partners again in 2023 to continue in-
vesting in the vitality of our southern
Minnesota region.

As always, I welcome your comments and
questions. You can reach me at timp@smi-
foundation.org or 507-455-3215.

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation
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Local Government

Commissioner Corner
By Todd Greseth, County Commissioner for District 3

I am starting my 3rd year as your county commissioner, the time
is going fast. I have already experienced change from my first year
in office. Our world is moving even faster than before and Good-
hue county will try to keep up. We now have a Outreach and Com-
munication specialist who is doing a great job with our social
media and bringing the county business to the people of Goodhue
county. Please check out our website and face book, there will be
more changes coming soon too. We recently had a goal setting
meeting with the commissioners. Finding a solution to our staffing
of the county and keeping our cost in control and all of our pro-
grams running is a real struggle. I think we all have heard that it
is hard to find staff and keep staff and we are no different, but we are looking at options
and ways to improve. Byllesby park pavilion is going to be a real nice addition to our
park system so please plan a time to go and see it this summer, we really do have a nice
park there. Please let me know what you are thinking about Goodhue County, both good
and bad but I hope there is not too much bad.

Todd Greseth
Goodhue County
Commissioner

District 3

Motion by Bailey second by Ryan to ap-
prove Bolton & Menk’s final design proposal
for the 2023 street improvement project in
the amount of $54,236. Motion carried 4-0-
0.

LEGAL
Nuisance Property Violation –
1 Langford Avenue Update

Attorney Riggs updated the Council on the
1 Langford Avenue cleanup. Riggs stated
that he has had conversations with their at-
torneys, but the owner is still resisting with
little progress happening. The police de-
partment was instructed to write tickets for
expired vehicles.

OLD BUSINESS
Resolution 2022-24: Adopting the
2023 Budget and Establishing the

Tax Levy for Payable 2023
Administrator Vahlsing stated that the

Truth in Taxation meeting was held on De-
cember 6. No public comments were re-
ceived at the meeting. The final budget
shows a maximum proposed levy increase of
6.8% for 2023.

Motion by Rechtzigel second by Bailey to
adopt Resolution 2022-24 adopting the 2023
budget and establishing the tax levy of
$1,183,301 payable in 2023. Motion carried
4-0-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2022-25: A Resolution
Committing Capital Fund Balances

Administrator Vahlsing stated that the gen-
eral accounting standard (GASB 54) requires
all public entities to set year end Capital fund
balances before the end of the current year
contingent on audited final numbers. The
final year-end capital fund amounts will not
be known until the 2022 audit is completed.

Motion by Ryan seconded by Bailey to
adopt Resolution 2022-25 committing capi-
tal fund balances.

Motion carried 4-0-0.
Approve Transfer of Fire Department

Year End Remaining Funds to
Capital Fund

Administrator Vahlsing stated that council
approval is needed to move the year end Fire
Department budget balance to the capital
fund. The actual transfer amount will be de-
termined by the auditors as part of the 2022
audit.

Motion by Bailey seconded by Henke to

approve the transfer of fire department year
end remaining funds to capital funds. Motion
carried 4-0-0.
Approve Transfer of Street Maintenance

Year End Remaining Funds to
Capital Fund

Administrator Vahlsing stated that council
approval is needed to move the year end
Street Maintenance Department budget bal-
ance to the capital fund. The actual transfer
amount will be determined by the auditors as
part of the 2022 audit.

Motion by Ryan seconded by Bailey to ap-
prove the transfer of public works year end
remaining funds, including street mainte-
nance, pool, and parks, to capital funds. Mo-
tion carried 4-0-0.
Approve Transfer of Excess Funds from

the Library Book Budget to
Capital Fund

Administrator Vahlsing stated that council
approval is needed to move excess funds
from the library book budget to the capital
fund. The actual transfer amount will be de-
termined by the auditors as part of the 2022
audit.

Motion by Henke seconded by Rechtzigel
to approve the transfer of excess library book
funds to capital funds. Motion carried 4-0-0.

2023 Tobacco License Renewals
Kenyon Market
River Country Co-Op (Speedway)
Kenyon Municipal Liquor Store
Motion by Rechtzigel seconded by Ryan to

approve to approve the 2023 tobacco license
renewals.

Motion carried 4-0-0.
KMU Commission Wage Increase

Mayor Henke stated that the KMU Com-
mission asked about the possibility of a raise
in their yearly wage. It has been many years
since the KMU Commissioners have had a
raise. They are currently paid $1,200 per
year.

Motion by Rechtzigel seconded by Bailey
to adopt a wage increase of $200 per year
starting in 2023 for the KMU Commission-
ers. Motion carried 4-0-0.
Police Department – Approval to lease a

New Printer/Scanner/Fax Machine
Administrator Vahlsing stated that the Po-

lice Department requested approval to lease
a Cannon printer/copier/fax machine. The
lowest of three quotes was received from

Loffler with a lease price of $43.63 a month.
The term of the lease would be 60 months.

Motion by Ryan second by Henke to ap-
prove the lease from Loffler for a Cannon
printer/copier/fax machine at a price of
$43.63 per month. Motion carried 4-0-0.

Holiday Office Closings
Administrator Vahlsing requested approval

for City Offices/Library to close on Friday,
December 23 at noon and the library to be
closed on Saturday, December 24.

Motion by Bailey seconded by Ryan to
close the City Office and Library at noon on
Friday, December 23 and close the library on
Saturday, December 24.

Motion carried 4-0-0.
Schedule of Upcoming Meetings

KMU Meeting: Tuesday, December 20 @
4:00 p.m.

City Council Meeting: Tuesday, January 10
@ 7 p.m.

COUNCILAND STAFF GENERAL
COMMENTS

Administrator Vahlsing thanked everyone
involved with Christmas in Kenyon and
thanked Dan Rechtzigel for his time on the
Council.

Engineer Olinger thanked Dan Rechtzigel
for serving on the council and stated he had
great respect for his approach to projects.

Attorney Riggs enjoyed working with Dan
and all the council members. He wished
everyone happy holidays.

Council members Bailey and Ryan thanked
Dan for his time on the council and his help in
answering all their questions.

Mayor Henke wished everyone a merry
Christmas and happy new year. He thought
Christmas in Kenyon and Rose Fest both
went well this year. He thanked Dan for the
input and expertise that he brought to the
council.

Councilman Rechtzigel stated that he had
enjoyed working with everyone.

Randy Eggert stated he is looking at grants
and a spot in town, possibly in the parking lot
by the generating plant, for a future EB charg-
ing station.

Motion by Ryan second by Bailey to ad-
journ the meeting at 6:16 p.m.

Motion carried 4-0-0.
Holli Gudknecht, Administrative Assistant
Douglas Henke, Mayor

Kenyon City Council Meeting
December 13, 2022

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a
City Council Meeting was duly held in the
City Council chambers at 5:30 p.m. on the
13th day of December 2022. The meeting
was called to order by Mayor Henke.

The following members were present:
Mayor Doug Henke, Council Members Mary
Bailey, Molly Ryan, and Dan Rechtzigel

Absent: Kim Helgeson
Also, present: Administrator Mark Vahls-

ing, Engineer Derek Olinger, Attorney Scott
Riggs, Administrative Assistant Holli Gud-
knecht, Police Officer Brian Homeier, Fi-
nance Clerk Kathy Flikke, Public Works
Supervisor Wayne Ehrich, KMU Supervisor
Randy Eggert, Linda Bean, Jerry and Diane
Barrett

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

CITIZEN COMMENT
ADOPTAGENDA

Motion by Rechtzigel second by Ryan to ap-
prove the agenda.

Motion carried 4-0-0.
CONSENTAGENDA

Motion by Rechtzigel, second by Bailey to
approve the Consent Agenda, which includes
payment of check numbers 74311 through
74404; 4308E through 4354E.

Motion carried 4-0-0.
PRESENTATIONS/

PUBLIC HEARINGS/
RECOGNITIONS/PROLAMATIONS

ENGINEERING
Pearl Creek Sanitary Sewer

Improvements
City Engineer Olinger stated that the survey

work for the Pearl Creek Sanitary Sewer im-
provements has been completed. Construction
limits will be finalized in the next month,
easement limits will be determined, and af-
fected property owners notified.

2023 Street Improvements
Final Design Proposal

City Engineer Olinger presented a proposal
containing the engineering scope and fee for
the final design and preparation of bid docu-
ments for the 2023 street improvements. The
estimated fees are $54,236 for this work
which will be completed this winter to allow
for a spring bid and summer 2023 construc-
tion.

Tim Murry Agronomy Sales & Service 507-581-6218
DENNISON FEED  AND FARM SUPPLY, INC.

PROVENResearch
Supports Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizers Since 1983

For decades, AgroLiquid has understood that advanced crop fertility products and agricultural practi ces come from
thorough research and applied technology, not guesswork.  That’s why everything we learn through our  extensive research program goes
into the development and manufacture of the most efficient, environmentally responsible crop nutrien t products available.  Our entire line of 
fertilizers is formulated to help producers achieve the best possible, highest quality yields, while  employing sustainable agricultural practices.  
Learn more at agroliquid.com
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By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
More on Snow

Recently the Twin Cities got slammed by
a ton of powder snow fall; while I was at
work in the office. It was not snowing
when I left home but started after I got
there.

Because of the snow a lot of people left
during lunch to finish the day from home.
Except for me, the forecast said it was
going to stop at 1pm. So I figured I might
as well stay all day; after all, if I leave after
it’s not been snowing for a while then the
roads will be plowed. Right?

Wrong! I was wrong in my assumption
that the roads would all be plowed.

Now some of the side roads in town I did
not expect to be completely snow free by
the time I left for work. There were places
where one side was plowed and the other
was not. Which is to be expected since the
plow has to come back in the other direc-
tion to do that side.

The issue was when I got to the highway;
which I normally do not take home. Nor-
mally I take a backway home to avoid traf-
fic. However, due to the large amounts of
powdery snow I thought that I should play
it safe and take the highway.

Clearly my assumption was that the high-
way would have been plowed. After all, it's
a highway. The highway had not been
plowed.

Instead it was a slushy snow filled mess.
I did end up taking it all the way back to

my neighborhood though by doing some-
thing that I had not done since I was a
teenager driving to school.

I followed a 4x4 that was following a
Semitruck and got into their tire tracks just
like I used to do on snowy Minnesota
mornings when I would follow the milk
truck out of the valley to the main road.

The process was a little bit terrifying and
extremely slow, however, I did live to tell
the tale.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Old License
Plates and
Memories

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

Living on a family farm means you have a
collection of items that can be much older
than yourself. Last summer my wife had one
of her interior decorator friends do her magic
on our newly remodeled house. One of the
things was a display board of some of the tin
signs and license plates that have been
around the farmstead all my life. These are
not only interesting but also convey a wealth
of memories from the past, which predates
me by quite a time.

The oldest item on this board is a set of li-
cense plates off a pre-1920 Model T Ford
owned by my grandfather Otis Campbell.
From what I can determine this was his first
horse less carriage. I can ascertain that the
vehicle was a 1919 or older Model T because
it had a crank start. He would have bought it
used since the plate is dated 1928 and the
story, I will relate took place that year when
my grandparents first child was just an infant.

Cooperatives were a common type of or-
ganization for farm service businesses. Otis
was going to go to a meeting in West Con-
cord for what I believe was a creamery asso-
ciation. It was a warm spring day and my
grandmother and their very young daughter
accompanied him in the open-air vehicle.
The young farm couple were in their twen-
ties and I can only imagine what a wonderful
world it seemed like a century ago.

While my grandfather participated in the

meeting, his wife Eva went for a drive down
the dirt road we now know as Highway 56.
A few miles to the south of town she decided
to turn around. In the course of maneuvering
the old Ford to return to town the engine
quit. With a little baby wrapped in a blanket
on the front seat, my grandmother had to dis-
mount and hand crank the engine to start it
again. She got it running and they chugged
back to town.

The next set of license plates are motorcy-
cle plates from 1948 and 1952. My father
had a Harley Davidson 74 when he was a
young man. Most of the stories I heard about
the motorcycle were relayed to me by those
who knew my dad. One of my dad’s friends
was our neighbor, Bub Wichser. Bud told me
that my dad said he could take the Harley for
a ride if he could get it started. By my cal-
culations Bub would have been about 12
years old at the time. Never think a farm boy,
no matter how young, can’t get an engine
started. Bub fired the Harley up and headed
down the road on a ride. My dad sold the
Harley before I was born, but he did tell me
one story. Most roads were gravel back then
and while on a trip back from Cannon Falls
one evening, he laid the cycle over on a
gravel curve. When he got home, he cleaned
himself up and had to explain to my
grandma about the bloody towels. He had
gravel still embedded in the skin around his
elbows thirty years later. He may have told
me that story just to keep me from riding.

The next set of plates are for my grandfa-
ther’s old pickup. It was a late 1940’s Ford
truck. Ford pickups have always played a
vital role on our family farm. The last plate
was from 1955 and is a “T” plate. As a kid I
recall truck license plates designated with a
T. I think it indicated a farm truck but am not
certain if that was so.

In the granary on the old farm my grandfa-
ther had written many bits of information on
the board walls. Most where about crops and
feed and livestock, but one of them dated in
the early 50’s stated that he almost ran over
Elvis with the pickup. That one got my at-
tention. My dad explained that they named
the dog Elvis, because he was “nothin’ but a
hound dog”. One day my grandpa was back-
ing up to the granary to unload feed from the
pickup. Elvis was standing behind the
pickup looking away and when the pickup
bumper hit him, he yelped. Otis in his dry
sense of humor noted that on that day he al-
most ran over Elvis.

DO YOU HAVE A 
 STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: VALENTINE'S DAY
ACROSS
1. "Without further ____," pl.
5. Sweet 16 gift
8. Steps to the river, in India
12. *Michael BublÈ's "____ the Last Dance for Me"
13. Bigger than big
14. Nonkosher
15. Big-ticket one
16. October birthstone
17. *#5 Down's target
18. *Reason to celebrate Lupercalia, Valentine's Day
predecessor
20. Make over
21. Omit
22. Hexagonal fastener
23. December birthstone, pl.
26. Most gem¸tlich
30. Ed.'s request
31. Two dots above a letter
34. Brussels org.
35. Church recesses
37. ____ or chicken?
38. Encourage (2 words)
39. What hoarders do
40. He crossed the Rubicon
42. Jet follower
43. English county courts, in the olden days
45. Gentlemen's gentlemen
47. Chop off
48. Paparazzo's quest
50. Port in Yemen
52. *Heart-shaped box content
56. Range
57. Top notch
58. Baron Munchhausen, e.g.
59. Journalists and reporters
60. Speed unit
61. All is well that does this well
62. Bald eagle's nest
63. Ever, to a poet
64. Tinkerbell's powder

DOWN
1. "Clueless" catch phrase
2. *Get-together
3. End of a break-up phrase
4. Explosive of Czechoslovakian origin
5. *Winged one
6. September stone
7. Bank on
8. *____ card
9. Not tails
10. '70s hairdo
11. Sylvester, to Tweety
13. Wholism, alt. sp.
14. Monotonous hum
19. Intestinal obstruction
22. "Wayne's World" catchphrase
23. Japanese port
24. Necklace clasp location, pl.
25. Affirmatives
26. *Kisses' partners
27. National emblem
28. Type of weasel
29. BBQ tool
32. Pasturelands
33. Accompanies wisdom?
36. *a.k.a. St. Valentine's Malady
38. *Muse of love poetry
40. Large edible mushroom
41. Long-legged shore bird
44. Regions
46. Bummed about
48. Bell's invention
49. Laurels
50. Homesteader's measure
51. Active one
52. Soap block
53. Hokkaido language
54. Small amounts
55. Formerly, formerly
56. *Romantic destination
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